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Special  plaque  presented  to 
Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond 

Tom  Matheny  of 
Hammond  is  shown 
receiving  a  “Great 
Christian  Layman ” 
plaque  presented  to 
him  by  District 
Superintendent 
William  P.  Fraser 
(left)  and  the  Rev. 

M.  L.  Davis 
( center )  on  behalf 
of  the  preachers  of 
the  Hammond 
District.  The 
presentation  took 

place  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  banquet  for  preachers  and  spouses  during  the 
Christmas  Season.  A  program  of  inspirational  messages  and  music  featured  the 
Reverends  Ester  Hammond  and  Joe  McClain;  Mrs.  Barbara  Beird,  and  Mrs.  Angie 
Rice.  The  Rev.  Jimmie  Harris  led  a  carol  “sing.''  The  host  church  was  First  of 
Hammond,  where  the  Rev.  Jerry  Means  is  Pastor. 

Shreveport  senior  citizens 
initiate  action  project 


From  the  Rev.  James  Graham, 
Coordinator  of  Metro-Ministries  in 
Shreveport,  comes  an  interesting  and 
inspiring  story  of  involving  Senior 
Citizens  in  Missions. 

A  unique  Mission  project  was  initiated 
by  the  Action  Mission  Unit  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Shreveport,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministries. 
The  Action  Mission  Unit,  led  by  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Thomas,  has  been  an  active 
supporter  of  the  Shreveport  Ministries, 
the  New  Orleans  Spanish  Speaking 
Ministry  and  the  Dulac  Community 
Center. 

The  Action  Mission  has  now  added 
something  else:  they  have  adopted  two 
Senior  “Shut-ins,”  Mrs.  W.  G.  Edgar,  the 
oldest  member  of  Broadmoor  Church, 

In  this  picture 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Edgar 
and  Mrs.  Maude 
Zern  are  shown 
sitting  beside  two  of 
the  tricycles  which 
were  presented  to 
Shreveport  Metro- 
Ministries  in  their 
name.  Standing  arei 
Mrs.  Dorothy 
Thomas  and  Mrs. 

Flora  Goodrich. 


“Commitment  To  Christ” 
to  be  proposed  as  Conf. 

priority  for  ’77,  beyond 


“Personal  Commitment  to  Christ”  will 
be  proposed  as  a  priority  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  to  begin  in  1977 
and  continue  for  the  balance  of  the 
quadrennium,  according  to  the  decision 
of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
in  session  at  Pineville  First  Church  on 
December  5  and  6.  This  recommendation 
will  be  included  in  the  Council’s  report  to 
the  next  regular  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference. 

The  decision  was  made  after  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  report  by  the  Council’s 
Committee  on  Research  and  Planning. 
The  report  was  presented  by  Council 
Director  Ray  Branton,  in  the  absence  of 
the  committee  chairman  Woodrow 
Hearn.  There  was  tentative  agreement 
that  the  Council  would  approve  other 
items  for  priority  in  Conference  pro¬ 
gramming  after  further  analysis  of  the 
results  of  the  recent  survey  of  Confer¬ 
ence  opinion  about  priorities  for  the 
Conference. 

Personal  Commitment  to  Christ  was 
revealed  by  the  surveys  to  be  the  concern 
with  the  highest  priority  among  Louis¬ 
iana  United  Methodists.  Six  other 
concerns  which  also  were  given  substan¬ 
tial  priority  by  respondents  included: 
Renewal  of  the  Church  School; 
Strategies  for  Reaching  the  Unchurched; 
Enrichment  of  Christian  Marriage  and 
Family;  Developing  Supportive  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Love  and  Concern  Within  the 
Local  Church;  Development  of  Ministry 
to  Young  Adults;  and  Creating  Ways  for 
the  Local  Church  to  be  Involved  in  Needs 
of  its  Local  Community. 

Striking  unanimity  was  revealed  in 
Conference  attitudes  about  priorities.  A 
comparison  of  responses  from  an  urban 
district  in  South  Louisiana  and  a 
primarily  rural  and  small  town  district  in 
North  Louisiana  showed  the  same  items 
were  given  highest  priority,  although  the 
order  of  priority  varied  somewhat.  The 
top  seven  items  were  revealed  to  be  the 
same  in  a  comparison  of  responses  from 
men  and  women,  laity  and  clergy,  the 
oldest  respondents  and  the  youngest. 

The  survey  showed  that  reaching  the 
unchurched  is  a  concern  that  grows  with 
age,  and  that  persons  in  smaller  mem¬ 
bership  churches  and  persons  living  in 
smaller  towns  were  more  concerned. 
There  was  concern  in  larger  churches 
and  in  cities,  but  it  was  not  as  great.  It 
revealed  most  concern  for  priority  on 
The  Church  as  a  Supportive  Fellowship 
among  persons  over  the  age  of  60;  and  in 
churches  of  300-500  members.  There  was 


and  Mrs.  Maude  Zern.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Thomas  the  women  at 
Broadmoor  donated  toys  to  the  St.  James 
Church  and  the  Fairfield  United 
Methodist  Day  Care  Center  in  the  names 
of  the  two  Adopted  Senior  Citizens!  Thus, 
the  Senior  Citizens  became  active  in 
Mission;  and  worthwhile  projects  were 
helped ! 

Broadmoor  Women  were  being  led  in 
mission  by  dedicated  workers,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Graham,  whose  projects 
benefited  from  their  efforts.  President  of 
the  unit  is  Mrs.  F.  V.  Barnett;  and  ser¬ 
ving  on  the  Action  Mission  with  Mrs. 
Thomas  is  Mrs.  J.  E.  Carlisle,  who  is 
coordinator  of  Global  Concerns.  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke  is  Pastor  of  Broadmoor. 


Bishop’s  Message 

The  beginning  of  this  Bicentennial  Year  prompts  several  comments.  The  first 
is:  Just  as  no  one  appreciates  chauvinistic  jingoism,  even  more  are  we  all 
becoming  weary  of  the  anti-American  Americans  who  appropriately  have  been 
rebuked  recently  by  British  journalists  in  the  highly  respected  “Commentary.” 
Other  rather  neutral  observers  abroad  are  extremely  puzzled  to  note  that 
Americans  continue  to  accentuate  the  negative,  and  that  as  Henry  Fairlie  says, 
“each  American  in  each  generation,  it  appears,  must  regard  himself  as 
responsible  for  all  that  his  society  has  done,  does,  and  will  do”  and  that  “he 
must  develop  within  himself  a  personal  sense  of  guilt  for  every  sin  that  has  ever 
been  committed  on  this  continent.” 

In  Watergate-ism  we  have  been  experiencing  McCarthyism  in  reverse  —  self- 
flagellation,  public  extirpation  of  all  sins,  and  the  exposure  of  every  wrong¬ 
doing,  real  or  imagined,  damaging  or  helpful,  true  or  half-true,  false  or  half- 
false  —  all  of  this  indicates  that  our  country  has  just  about  reached  the  point  of 
no-return  in  its  own  self-hatred.  While  it  is  to  be  admitted  that  our  sins  are  many 
and  that  we  ought  to  learn  from  past  sins  and  errors,  the  current  national  breast 
beating  and  anti-Americanism  is  not  really  making  any  contribution  to  a  rec¬ 
tification  of  old  wrongs.  If  it  hadn’t  been  so  serious,  we  would  all  have  been 
amused  recently  to  see  that  the  senator  who  had  conducted  the  most  serious 
investigation  of  the  CIA,  loudly  trumpeting  all  sorts  of  proven  and  unproven 
allegations,  at  the  close  of  his  investigation  announced  that  he  too  was  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  presidency!  The  time  has  come  for  us  to  have  genuine  repen¬ 
tance,  followed  by  genuine  conversion  and  commitment  to  higher  values  and 
the  truth;  the  sins  of  the  past  need  not  be  a  vehicle  on  which  one  may  ease  into 
personal,  political,  or  pecuniary  gain.  The  time  for  real  rededication  is  here.  It 
is  also  a  time  for  sober  assessment  and  evaluation. 

The  United  States  of  America  is  far  from  perfect,  but  its  corporate  dreams, 
its  hopes,  and  its  faith  hold  far  more  hope  for  beleaguered  humanity  than  most 
realize.  The  democratic  process  is  still  only  for  the  mature,  we  must  all  seek  to 
become  mature  in  exercising  it.  The  American  dream  is  not  a  nightmare  but  a 
good  dream  and  a  vision  of  something  that  is  quite  splendid.  May  God  grant  that 
our  present  orgy  of  national  and  spiritual  masochism  shall  pass  and  that  our 
energy  shall  be  devoted  to  the  constructive  upbuilding  of  a  nation  that  has  done 
far  more  than  it  is  willing  to  acknowledge  at  the  moment. 

Not  long  ago  I  was  reading  about  all  the  people  who  were  the  culprits  in  the 
matter  of  world  hunger,  and  impressive  statistics  were  cited,  showing 'the  USA 
with  only  6%  of  the  world’s  population  was  consuming  a  considerably  greater 
percentage  of  its  goods.  But  missing  from  the  report  was  the  fact  that  these 
same  people  had  produced  an  enormous  percentage  of  the  world’s  food!!! 
America  is  not  all  bad,  and  most  of  its  strengths  are  silent  strengths.  Perhaps 
the  real  power  in  this  nation  is  to  be  found  in  the  millions  of  interlocking 
relationships  existing  between  peoples  and  small  groups  in  communities,  open 
countryside  and  cities,  where  daily  dealings  are  based  upon  trust,  goodwill, 
decency,  and  fair  play. 

As  a  nation,  we  have  many  problems,  but  these  problems  are  common  to  all 
humanity;  surely  within  the  church  that  which  is  best  in  the  American  dream 
can  be  enriched.  Therefore  we  invite  your  attention  to  the  rededication 
paragraph,  written  by  our  Bicentennial  Committee,  and  we  ask  that  every 
congregation  in  this  state  shall  read  and  ponder  that  paragraph  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  the  New  Year.  This  is  a  corporate  statement  of  intention,  of  faith,  and 
of  dedication  on  the  part  of  United  Methodists  for  Louisiana.  If  possible,  let  this 
come  into  your  worship  service  and  be  a  part  of  your  corporate  experience. 
Read  it,  ponder  it,  commit  yourself  to  the  best  within  it.  1976  can  be  one  of  the 
best  years  this  nation  has  had,  a  year  dedicated  not  to  its  own  end,  but  to  the 
best  for  all  mankind. 

Faithfully. 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


“Jesus  Power  and  Light”  group 
is  sponsored  by  Jonesville,  First 


concern  from  nearly  all  respondents  at 
this  point,  but  these  groups  showed 
greatest  concern. 

Christian  social  concerns,  such  as 
Making  Inclusiveness  Become  a  Reality, 
Ways  to  Effect  Christian  Influence  in 
Government  and  the  Role  of  the  Church 
in  Inteinational  Conflict,  Justice  and 
Peace,  were  given  priority  by  many 
persons,  although  the  priority  was  not  as 
great  as  the  items  reported  above.  In  the 
case  of  these  three  items,  lay  persons 
gave  them  somewhat  more  weight  as 
priorities  than  did  the  clergy. 

Strongest  support  for  the  world  mission 
of  the  church  was  found  among  younger 
persons,  clergy  and  women.  Small 
membership  churches  in  small  towns 
and  rural  areas  also  gave  significant 
support  to  the  world  mission,  although 
this  concern  was  not  listed  among  the 
leading  priorities  by  the  majority  of 
respondents. 

In  his  report  to  the  Council,  Reverend 
Mr.  Branton  pointed  out  that  this  study 
was  the  first  attempt  in  the  history  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to  analyze 
Conference  opinion  through  the  use  of  a 
computer.  The  17  items  listed  in  the 
survey  form  were  compiled  by  the 
Committee  on  Research  and  Planning 
after  consultation  with  a  broad  spectrum 
of  Conference  leadership.  A  blank  line 
was  provided  for  individuals  to  write  in 
additional  items,  but  no  clear  trend  was 
apparent  from  these  responses. 

Survey  forms  were  mailed  to  all 
pastors  and  all  persons  serving  as 
members  of  Conference  boards  and 
agencies.  The  form  was  printed  in  THE 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST.  In 
addition,  ten  churches  were  selected  by 
the  committee  as  representing  a  cross 
section  of  the  Conference.  These  church¬ 
es  were  requested  to  conduct  the  survey 
in  a  morning  worship  service.  In  all, 
there  were  nearly  800  responses.  “This 
survey,”  said  Mr.  Branton,  “may  not  be 
completely  representative,  but  it  is  more 
nearly  so  than  anything  we  have  done  to 
date.” 

Branton  also  pointed  out  limitations  of 
this  approach  to  planning.  While  a  survey 
may  reveal  where  fresh  winds  of  the 
Spirit  are  blowing,  it  is  not  an  infallible 
guide  and  may  not  always  be  an 
adequate  reflection  of  the  full  purpose  of 
the  church.  It  does  help  the  church  to 
know  the  areas  of  concern  which  would 
be  met  with  the  most  ready  response  to 
its  ministry,  he  said. 


Rev.  James  Spitzkeit 


Missionaries  the  Rev.  James  W. 
“Pete”  Spitzkeit  and  Mrs.  Betty  Spitzkeit 
have  returned  to  this  country  from  Korea 
for  a  three-month  furlough,  and  can  be 
contacted  at  578  S.  Court  St.,  Medina, 
Ohio  44256  (%  Mrs.  D.  P.  Thompson). 
The  Spitzkeits  will  be  available  for 
speaking  engagements  in  Louisiana  in 
late  January  and  February. 

The  Spitzkeits  have  many  friends  in 
Louisiana,  and  are  supported  in  their 
work  in  Korea  by  a  number  of  our  Con- 


Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers  students  honored 


A  reception  was  held  at  Noel  Memorial 
Church,  Shreveport,  on  December  7 
honoring  the  18  students  who  are  in  the 
Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers  and 
who  are  interning  at  Noel  Church.  These 
students  are  working  in  the  areas  of 
Education,  Evangelism  and  Membership 
Care,  Social  Ministries,  and  Worship  and 
Celebration. 

The  students  in  the  photograph  are: 
Jerome  Bowen,  Shreveport;  Ann  Scray 
from  Burlington,  Vt.;  and  Cheryl 
Courtney,  Denham  Springs. 

Others  who  attended  the  celebration, 
but  not  shown  in  the  picture  are:  Dane 
Bigner,  Houston,  Texas;  Rita  Cromwell, 
West  Monroe;  Susan  Ellington, 
Shreveport;  Donna  Hendryx,  New 
Iberia;  Brian  Kennedy,  Monroe;  Darlene 
Pryor,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,;  Mary  Ram¬ 
sey,  Russelville,  Ark.;  Selwyn  Roberts, 
Wales;  Bart  Weaver,  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Ginger  Meyer,  Lake  Lotawana,  Mo.; 
Gaye  Shirey  Meyer,  Marland;  Jan 
Caraway,  Lafayette;  Brenda  Lane, 
Shreveport  ;  Jim  Meyer,  Lake  Lotawana, 


Mo.;  and  Stan  Dark,  Beebe,  Ark. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway, 
Pastor  of  Noel  Church,  comments,  “The 
Noel  Church  is  greatly  blessed  by  the 
presence  of  these  students  and  the 
contributions  which  they  are  making.” 

A  small  correction 
about  2  lovely  ladies 

In  the  December  19  edition  of  this 
newspaper  we  carried  a  story  about  two 
outstanding  churchwomen  of  DeRidder, 
both  of  whom  had  received  honors  in 
their  community.  The  ladies,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
McCullough  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Cain,  were 
pictured.Somehow  the  pictures  were 
incorrectly  identified,  and  Mrs.  Cain’s 
name  should  have  been  on  the  right ;  Mrs. 
McCullough’s  name  on  the  left. 

We  are  sorry  for  this  error.  But  both 
ladies  are  so  lovely  and  so  outstanding 
we  feel  sure  that  they  will  forgive  this 
inaccuracy. 

We  stand  corrected! 


St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe 
highlights  Missions  Sunday 


Participants  in  St.  Luke's  Mission  Program,  from  left:  James  L.  Stovall,  Pastor; 
James  Graham;  Ray  Holt;  Spiller  Milton:  James  W.  Moore,  Jr. 


St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe,  recently 
observed  Missions  Sunday  by 
highlighting  missions  in  various 
locations  of  the  world.  The  Rev.  Ray 
Holt,  former  missionary  to  the  Philip¬ 
pines  (member  of  our  Conference) 
preached  at  two  morning  services.  The 
Rev.  James  Graham,  Director  of  Shreve¬ 
port  Metro-Ministries,  and  the  Rev. 
Spiller  Milton,  Director  of  Dulac  Indian 
Mission,  responded  to  the  Reverend 
Holt’s  message. 

Young  people  of  the  church  who  had 


participated  in  a  mission  work  camp  in 
Tennessee  spoke  to  the  children’s  church 
school  classes  concerning  the  im¬ 
portance  of  mission.  The  guest 
missionaries  also  spoke  to  youth  and 
adult  assemblies. 

Climaxing  the  activities  was  a  family 
dinner,  followed  by  a  panel  discussion  on 
ways  in  which  St.  Paul’s  might  enlarge 
its  mission  program. 

Jim  Moore,  chairman  of  the  Mission 
Work  Area,  planned  the  program  of  the 
day.  Pastor  is  the  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall. 


“The  Jesus  Power  and  Light"  youth  singing  group,  assisted  by  college  students, 
former  members  of  the  “One  Way  Singers,”  presented  a  Christmas  program  on 
December  22  at  First  Church,  Jonesville.  The  program  featured  live  nativity  scenes, 
with  Biblical  characters  portrayed  by  adults  of  the  community.  The  group  is 
directed  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Thomae  and  is  sponsored  by  the  First  Church  of 
Jonesville.  Pastor  is  the  Rev.  Robert  Ford.  In  the  photo:  Angels  (l-r)  Mrs.  Rene 
Kelly,  Mrs.  Sue  Manning,  Mrs.  Sharon  Fields;  Shepherds  (l-r)  Dean  Doyle,  Halbert 
Scott,  Grady  Bryant.  Mary  is  Mrs.  Olga  Purvis;  Joseph  is  Dr.  Dick  Thomae. 

Missionaries  on  furlough 


General  news  of  interest 


Betty  Spitzkeit 


ference  churches.  “Pete”  Spitzkeit  grew 
up  in  Bogalusa,  attended  Centenary 
College,  and  holds  the  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Duke  Divinity  School.  Mrs. 
Spitzkeit,  a  native  of  Ohio,  is  the 
daughter  of  missionaries  in  China,  where 
she  was  raised. 

Churches  wishing  to  request  speaking 
dates  for  the  Spitzkeits  are  invited  to 
contact  the  Rev.  Garland  Dean,  Con¬ 
ference  Missionary  Secretary,  4112 
Fairfax  Ave.,  Shreveport  71108. 


With  increased  enrollment  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  for  the  second  straight 
year,  President  Dr.  John  Allen  com¬ 
mented,  “In  light  of  the  national  trends 
toward  lower  enrollment,  Centenary  is 
very  happy  that  it  can  swim  upstream 
and  show  increase  in  enrollment  for  two 
years.”  This  year’s  figures  are  the 
highest  since  the  spring  of  1972. 

Interested  persons  are  reminded  by 
Centenary  officials  that  a  wise  in¬ 
vestment  in  “futures”  is  a  scholarship 
for  worthy  young  people  who  want  a 
college  education.  A  full-tuition 
scholarship  for  a  year  at  Centenary  is 
$1,500,  and  according  to  B.  C.  Taylor, 
"...  a  student  who  has  tuition  arranged 
for  can  usually  make  it  the  rest  of  the 
way  by  working  ...”  Progress  reports 
are  given  to  the  donors  of  scholarships, 
so  that  they  will  know  how  their  “in¬ 
vestment”  is  paying  off.  It  is  noted  that 
this  kind  of  investment  almost  always 
”...  pays  off  in  development  of  per¬ 
sonality,  strength  of  character  and 
growth  of  purpose  .  .  .  this  investment 
gives  the  donor  a  spiritual  dividend  that 
cannot  be  found  anywhere  on  the  stock 
market  page." 

Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Taylor  was  named 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Religion 
at  Centenary  in  November,  succeeding 
Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  who  is  now  the 
James  Professor  of  Religion.  Chaplain 
Taylor  is  well  known  throughout  the 
Conference.  He  joined  the  faculty  of 
Centenary  in  1961  as  Chaplain  and  has 
since  served  as  Director  of  Church 
Relations  and  Director  of  the  Church 
Careers  program. 

*  *  * 

Highlighting  the  annual  program  of 
Christmas  music  at  Dillard  University  in 
December  was  “The  Christmas  Story,” 


which  was  presented  by  the  University 
Choir.  This  cantata  is  the  first  major 
work  by  the  composer,  Ron  Nelson,  and 
is  based  on  the  Seventeenth  Century 
setting  of  the  “Christmas  Story”  by 
Heinrich  Scnutz.  The  beautiful,  well- 
attended  program  was  presented  in 
Lawless  Chapel  on  the  campus. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  Perkins  Inter-Term  1976 
schedule  for  January  12-16.  This  is  a 
workshop  for  pastors  and  others  with 
some  experience  in  counseling,  entitled 
“Seminar  on  Current  Developments  in 
Pastoral  Counseling.”  The  fee  is  $25,  and 
reservations  can  be  made  by  sending  a 
pre-registration  fee  of  $10  to  Dick 
Murray,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Office  of  Continuing  Education,  SMU, 
Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

Announcements  of  other  Continuing 
Education  courses  at  Perkins  will  be 
forthcoming. 

*  *  • 

Also  from  Perkins  comes  information 
that  10  students  from  Louisiana  are 
enrolled  in  that  School  of  Theology.  They 
are  among  students  from  33  states  and  12 
foreign  countries.  They  are:  Richard  O. 
Beckham,  III,  Stephen  C.  Fleming, 
Teresa  Miller,  Robert  F.  Honaker, 
Charles  Washington,  Steven  M.  Spurlock, 
Michael  A.  Denby,  Sidney  Irving, 
Wilbourn  McNutt,  and  Samuel  Hays. 

*  •  * 

Choir  Director  John  Hutton,  of  Rayne 
Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans,  directed 
the  Concei  t  Choir  of  New  Orleans  in  the 
annual  performance  of  Handel’s 
“Messiah”  with  the  New  Orleans 
Philharmonic-Symphony  Orchestra  on 
December  22  at  McAlister  Auditorium  on 
the  Tulane  Campus. 


^  ^  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Rediscovering  basics  of  faith  is  our  most  urgent  priority 

There  is  a  growing  awareness  among  the  Bible  tells  me  so."  . . . . . .  J 


American  Christians  of  the  need  for  a 
great  revival  of  religious  commitment  in 
our  land.  Although  the  seeds  of  revival 
can  be  discerned  in  some  sectors,  they 
are  overshadowed  by  pervasive 
materialism,  widespread  cynicism,  and 
lack  of  a  clear  sense  of  ultimate  purpose. 

As  we  survey  the  .top  news  stories 
within  our  own  church  during  the  past 
year  (see  TM/  UMR,  Dec.  26),  we  see 
signs  of  hope  in  our  responses  to  the 
world  hunger  crisis,  the  resettlement  of 
Vietnamese  refugees,  and  the  difficulties 
faced  by  ethnic  minority  congregations. 
But  we  see  little  evidence  of  renewed 
religious  fervor  sweeping  across  our 
church.  Indeed  our  diversity  or 
"pluralism”  of  purposes  is  much  more 
evident  than  our  unity  of  purpose  as 
Christian  disciples. 

History  shows  that  most  great  religious 
revivals  are  characterized  by  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  basic  tenets  of  the 
Christian  faith,  and  an  urgent  com¬ 
pulsion  for  applying  those  basics  to  the 
needs  of  the  current  situation. 

We  yearn  for  a  rediscovery  of,  and 
emphasis  on,  those  basics  which  bind  us 
together  as  God’s  people  despite  the 
many  differences  which  exist  among  us. 
What  is  needed  for  this  yearning  to  be 
translated  into  reality? 

1.  We  must  rediscover  and  continually 
reemphasize  that  the  Christian  gospel  is 
first  of  all  addressed  to  individuals,  and 
to  be  experienced  personally.  This  is  not 
to  suggest  that  the  gospel  is  not  to  be 
applied  to  our  social  structures.  It  is  to 
suggest  that  until  we  experience  the 
power  of  the  gospel  personally,  there  is 
little  hope  of  our  understanding  or  being 
committed  to  its  social  application. 

The  great  theologian  Karl  Barth  was 
once  asked  to  describe  the  most  profound 
theological  truth  he  had  discovered.  To 
the  surprise  of  his  audience,  he  broke  out 
ringing:  "Jesus  loves  me  this  I  know,  for 


Editorial  writers  and  other  preachers 
always  stand  the  risk  of  seeing  the  faults 
of  others  more  clearly  than  their  own  — 
of  “looking  at  the  speck”  in  another 
person’s  eye,  and  “missing  the  log"  in 
their  own. 

In  calling  for  a  "refocusing  on  basics” 
and  an  effort  to  “understand  all  we  do 
more  clearly  in  relation  to  the  Christian 
gospel."  (see  preceeding  editorial)  we 
are  addressing  ourselves  as  well  as 
others.  Like  others  in  the  church,  our 
attention  has  not  always  been  focused  on 
what  is  most  important. 

In  1976  we  commit  ourselves  to  reflect 
more  closely  in  the  editorial  columns  of 


From  most  anyone  else’s  lips,  such  an 
assertion  would  have  been  labeled 
"simplistic”  or  "frivolous.”  In  Dr. 
Barth’s  case,  it  revealed  a  childlike 
simplicity  in  understanding  what  is  basic 
to  the  Christian  faith  beneath  all  the 
myriad  complexities  of  theological  and 
doctrinal  formulation.  "Jesus  loves  me.  I 
know  this  from  my  own  experience.  I 
know  because  God’s  Word  has  revealed  it 
to  me.” 

In  our  desire  to  be  "with  it,”  and  not  to 
appear  "pietistic”  or  "fanatical,”  we 
have  become  reluctant  to  verbalize  our 
most  basic  experience  of  the  reality  of 
God's  love  and  how  He  has  changed  our 
lives.  We  have  come  simply  to  assume 
this  reality,  and  to  proceed  on  to  its 
programmatic  application.  We  need  to 
rediscover  —  in  our  worship,  in  our 
meetings,  and  in  all  our  church  activities 
—  that  our  faith  is  strengthened  when  it  is 
shared.  The  issues  on  which  we  disagree 
will  appear  much  less  important  if  we 
spend  more  time  sharing  what  we  affirm 
in  the  Body  of  Christ.  Personal  witness 
enables  God  to  speak  through  us,  and  to 
us  through  the  experiences  of  others.  If 
we  share  the  gospel  with  one  another  in 
its  fullness,  such  sharing  inevitably  leads 
us  to  share  it  also  with  persons  outside 
the  church,  and  to  find  ways  of  engaging 
in  common  social  witness  as  well. 

2.  We  must  refocus  our  primary  at¬ 
tention  on  God  —  what  He  has  done  for  us 
and  what  He  can  do  through  us. 

What  has  God  done  for  us?  Through  the 
life,  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ,  He  has  offered  new  life,  abundant 
life,  to  all  humankind. 

What  can  God  do  through  us?  He  can 
empower  us  to  share  the  riches  of  life  in 
Christ  with  others. 

At  all  levels  of  the  church,  we  too  often 
decide  what  we  want  to  do,  and  then  ask 
God’s  blessing  on  our  decision.  We  should 
more  seriously  seek  God’s  counsel  before 


this  newspaper  the  fundamental 
demands  of  the  gospel  on  our  lives  — 
individually  and  as  a  church.  We  resolve 
to  (1)  do  a  more  balanced  and  complete 
job  of  reporting  the  work  of  God  as  it  is 
reflected  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  its 
people;  and  (2)  to  provide  more  space  for 
individuals  to  share  with  others  their 
experience  of  the  Christian  faith.  Toward 
fulfilling  the  second  of  these  two  com¬ 
mitments  we  begin  a  column  entitled 
“My  Witness”  elsewhere  on  this  page. 
TM/  UMR  will  run  this  column  at 
various  times  during  the  coming  year, 
and  encourages  readers  to  submit 
contributions  to  it. 


we  act.  Prayer  must  be  retrieved  from 
the  doldrums  of  institutional  ritual  and 
returned  to  the  central  place  it  once  held 
as  a  living  tool  of  the  faithful.  We  should 
also  seek  God’s  counsel  for  our  actions 
through  the  witness  of  Scripture, 
tradition,  reason  and  experience. 

God  is  alive!  He  is  not  removed  from 
us,  but  present  with  us,  and  calling  us  to 
be  His  people  where  we  live.  Our  faith 
and  witness  to  His  presence  will  be 
enhanced  when  we  begin  focusing  less  on 
“it  seems  to  me  .  .  .”  and  focusing  more 
on  “I  believe  God  wants  us  to  .  .  .” 

3.  We  need  to  reflect  more  clearly  how 
all  the  church’s  programs  and  activities 
are  extensions  of  the  Christian  gospel. 
The  Christian  rationale  for  programs 
sponsored  by  local  churches,  annual 
Conferences  and  the  general  church  is 
often  not  immediately  apparent.  Lack  of 
clarity  in  our  purpose  breeds  misun¬ 
derstanding.  If  we  are  to  serve  God 
together  faithfully,  it  is  our  responsibility 
to  take  nothing  for  granted,  and  to 
communicate  clearly  to  one  another  why 
we  do  what  we  do. 

No  church  program  or  activity  should 
be  instituted  until  two  basic  questions  are 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


explicitly  answered:  (1)  How  does  this 
proposal  uniquely  reflect  God’s  purpose 
for  us  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ?;  and 

(2)  What  real  difference  will  this 
proposal  make  in  the  lives  of  people 
today?  If  our  proposals  are  thus 
questioned,  we  will  minimize  the 
likelihood  of  church  activities  whose 
Christian  basis  is  fuzzy,  and  whose  im¬ 
pact  is  irrelevant. 

"Setting  priorities”  is  currently  one  of 
our  favorite  activities  in  the  church.  We 
believe  the  most  urgent  priority  in  the 
church  today  is  a  conscious  effort  to 
rediscover  what  is  most  basic  to  the 
Christian  faith:  the  hopelessness  of  our 
situation  apart  from  God,  God’s  answer 
to  our  , hopelessness  in  Jesus  Christ,  and 
God’s  imperative  to  all  who  follow  Christ 
to  share  this  Good  News  with  others  and 
to  apply  the  implications  of  the  Good 
News  to  all  areas  of  human  life  and 
society.  Affirming  such  a  priority  does 
not  represent  a  "retrenchment”  from  all 
that  we  are  now  doing,  but  an  effort  to 
understand  all  that  we  do  more  clearly  in 
relation  to  the  Christian  gospel.  With 
greater  unity  and  clarity  of  purpose,  we 
might  be  amazed  at  the  fires  of  religious 
revival  God  can  start  through  us. 


A  TM/UMR  resolution  for  1976 
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My  Witness 

How  can  I  personify 
faith  in  world  of  need? 


f  r 

Daniel  Turner 


By  DANIEL  A.  TURNER 

I,  as  an  evangelical  Christian  have  a 
task  before  me:  How  do  I  live  out  daily 
the  personified  call  to  the  people  of  the 
world  to  come  share  in  God’s  gracious 
life? 

The  task  is  complicated  in  two  ways  for 
me:  (1)  An  inner  anxiety,  that  comes 
from  an  awareness  that  my  call  may  not 
be  exactly  synonymous  with  God’s  call.  I 
may  only  be  talking  acceptable  religious 
phrases.  I  am  subject  to  the  idolatry  of 
religious  language.  I  often  insist  that 
what  I  am  comfortable  with  is  what  God 
wants.  (2)  The  world  is  not  a  fit  place  for 
most  people  to  live  in. 

My  attempts  to  call  the  people  of  the 
world  to  the  Godly  life  of  joy  and  hap¬ 
piness  must  be  heard  within  a  world 
filled  with  the  loud  clamoring  sounds  of 
murder,  crime,  exploitation,  police 
states,  starvation,  racism,  compromises, 
etc.  My  task  not  only  is  complicated  by 
the  sounds  and  pains  of  the  world,  but 
also  by  the  possibility  that  my 
evangelical  call  has  no  credibility,  vis-a- 
vis  the  world’s  honest  needs. 

God’s  gracious  life  to  which  I  seek  to 
witness  is  hidden  by  my  compromises.  I 
seek  personal  privilege;  I  am  unaware  of 
my  own  contributions  to  human 
degradation;  my  personal  style  of  life 
belies  any  serious  personal  faith  in  God’s 
actually  creating  a  new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth;  I  seek  to  get  mine  (whether 
food,  education,  clothing,  community, 
religion,  etc.)  regardless  of  whether 
others  are  involved  in  the  grace-filled 
life. 

The  frustrations  and  temptations  are 
many.  Yet  I  hear  the  call  of  Christ: 
"Come.  The  Table  is  ready.”  Can  I  in 
faith  live  in  Christ .  .  .  and  what  is  more, 
aid  others,  in  faith,  to  live  the  gracious 
life  too? 

One  response-possibility  to  world 
evangelism  and  world  hunger  lies  in  my 
commitment  to  live  with  Christ.  I  have 
found  the  following  pledge  helpful. 
Perhaps  you  and  a  few  others  might  find 
it  helpful,  too. 

Perhaps  it  might  reshape  our  church 
that  we  might  be  a  “people  of  the 
Beatitudes.” 

I  recognize  that  life  and  the  earth  is  a 
gift  of  God,  and  that  I  am  called  to 
cherish,  nurture,  share  and  provide 
loving  stewardship  for  the  earth’s 
resources. 

I  affirm  the  Lordship  of  Christ  over  all 


of  life,  mine  included  —  Jesus  preached 
woe  to  the  selfish  and  self-righteous.  He 
asks  me  not  to  lay  up  treasures  on  earth, 
and  commands  that  I  use  my  life  for  the 
hungry,  the  naked,  the  sick,  the  lonely 
and  the  imprisoned. 

Through  the  grace  of  Christ  given  to 
me  and  with  the  help  of  the  Christian 
community,  I  will  seek  to  conform  my 
economic,  social  and  political  life  to  His 
will.  Specifically, 

(1)  I  will  seek  to  follow  the  example, 
teachings  and  Spirit  of  Jesus  in  all  my 
decisions  about  personal  possessions  and 
consumption. 

(2)  I  affirm  the  gift  of  my  body,  and 
commit  myself  to  its  proper  nourishment 
and  well  being. 

(3)  I  commit  myself  to  live  simply, 
creatively,  and  joyfully  in  order  to  be 
ecologically  and  socially  responsible.  I 
will  evaluate  my  standard  of  living  in 
relation  to  my  genuine  needs  and  those  of 
others. 

(4)  I  am  a  world  citizen  of  God’s 
creation.  I  declare  my  solidarity  with  all 
persons  who  are  hungry,  poor,  and  op¬ 
pressed,  and  will  share  my  personal 
spiritual  and  material  resources  with 
them. 

(5)  I  commit  myself  to  a  community  of 
faith  —  in  prayer,  study  and  worship  so 
that  the  reform  and  renewal  of  the 
Christian  Church  may  be  a  beacon  to 
God’s  continuing  world  redemption.  I  am 
working  to  build  a  Christ-centered 
church  which  is  less  enmeshed  in  its 
property,  privileges  and  possessions,  and 
whose  abundance  follows  its  preaching  to 
serve  the  needs  of  the  poor. 

(6)  I  commit  myself  to  occupational 
responsibility,  evaluating  the  effects  of 
my  labor  on  human  need  and  well-being. 

(7) 1  commit  myself  to  the  creation  of  a 
radically  new  moral  climate  so  that 
leadership  in  the  church  and  the  world 
may  be  able  to  make  critical  or  costly 
decisions  for  human  good. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life  with  others. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  A.  Turner,  is  pastor  of  the 
University  Heights  UMC  In  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico. 

Any  reader  may  submit  a  brief  article 
for  consideration  to:  “My  Witness ,“  TM- 
UMR  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


Welcome  new  local 

Three  other  congregations  also  started 
TM/  UMR  editions  recently:  First  UMC, 
Bartow,  Florida  (Florida  Conference), 
278;  Parkside  UMC,  Baltimore, 
Maryland  (Baltimore  Conference),  637; 
and  Asbury  UMC,  Wichita,  Kansas,  534. 
!  With  this  issue  two  congregations 
initiate  TM/  UMR  local  church  editions 
whereby  their  news  is  published  each 
week  in  combination  with  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  newest  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  Christ  UMC. 


church  editions 

Fort  Collins,  Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain 
Conference),  200;  and  Faith  UMC,  Rock¬ 
ville,  Maryland  (Baltimore  Conference), 
665. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations,  we  say  "Welcome.  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  our 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
’Letters  to  the  Editor’.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  once  again:  "Thank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of 
TM/  UMR.” 


•Sharon  Mielke 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

‘Breakdowns’  can  bring 
families  closer  together 


Breakdowns  can  be  beautiful.  Here’s 
one  to  prove  it. 

•  Right  before  the  holidays  our  one  and 
only  television  set  just  plain  broke  down. 
I  was  sad.  The  three  kids  wailed  over 
missing  all  the  Christmas  specials, 
favorite  shows  and  Saturday  morning 
eartoons. 

-  We  felt  a  twinge  or  two  of  guilt  and 
6ome  uneasiness  about  how  we  would  all 
j»et  through  Christmas  vacation  without 
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either  snow  or  television  to  absorb  some 
of  the  extra  hours. 

But  with  the  rush  of  work  and 
preparation  for  Christmas,  the  TV  set 
just  sat  unrepaired.  The  children  invited 
friends  over  to  play  or  went  to  the  park, 
or  read  library  books,  or  helped  with 
chores.  Evenings  found  the  five  of  us 
gathered  around  the  fireplace  —  not  only 
to  keep  warm  —  but  to  talk  and  listen  to 
records. 

Then  games  started  coming  out  of  the 
cupboards,  and  I  was  even  induced  to 
play  something  called  "Pro  Draft.”  I 
always  lose  at  games,  so  our  oldest  son 
has  a  hard  time  talking  me  into  playing. 
But  it  was  fun  matching  wits  with  him. 
And  losing,  once  again. 

The  tree  still  looked  a  little  bare  so  we 
made  paper  chains  and  baked  bread 
dough  ornaments,  painted  them  and 
filled  the  empty  spots. 

Our  youngest  daughter.  7.  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  stretched  out  bed  time  con¬ 
versations  by  springing  all  the  easy 
questions  like,  what  is  sin?  how  did 
people  get  language?  how  did  the  world 
begin?  and  where  did  God  come  from? 

If  this  sounds  a  little  too  idyllic,  just 
read  between  the  lines,  but  after  a  week 
of  family-minus-television  we  observed 
that  a  broken  down  TV  was  the  best  thing 
that  had  happened  to  us  for  a  spell. 

Television,  although  often  uninvited, 
quickly  and  unobtrusively  becomes  a 
demanding  guest.  It  requires  super 
determination  on  the  part  of  parents  to 
police  its  use  adequately. 

As  Christian  parents  we  are  concerned 
that  unworthy  programing  on  TV  not  be 
the  daily  experience  of  our  children.  It 
took  a  "breakdown"  to  reinforce  our 
desire  to  search  for  alternatives,  because 
the  "breakdown”  brought  us  closer 
together  as  a  family.  It  pushed  our 
creativity  instead  of  our  relying  on  the 
creativity  and  sometimes  half-baked 
thinking  of  others. 

A  "breakdown”  is  one  way  to  end 
televisions  almost  mystic  power  over  the 
life  of  a  family.  Bui  surely  someone  must 
have  developed  simple,  effective, 
guidelines  for  "ruling  the  tube"  year  in 
and  year  out  short  of  throwing  it  out  of 
the  house? 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


Christians  should  oppose  Angolan  intervention 


To  the  Editor: 

I  find  myself  fearful  about  certain 
trends  on  the  horizon  of  international 
politics.  I  feel  these  are  crucial  trends  of 
which  Christians  the  world  over  should 
be  aware. 

I  speak  of  recent  developments  in  the 
newly  liberated  African  country  of 
Angola.  Having  recently  wrenched  free 
of  the  grip  of  colonial  imperialism,  op¬ 
posing  power  groups  are  violently 
fighting  for  domination.  Now,  without 
surprise  to  anyone  really,  outside  powers 
seem  to  be  easing  themselves  into  the 
conflict.  At  this  very  moment  as  I  type, 
the  United  States  Senate  is  secretly 
deliberating  t.ie  nature  of  U.S.  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  affair. 

I  fear  that  another  Vietnam  situation  is 
brewing.  The  so-called  "Free  World", 
embodied  by  the  United  States,  became 
involved  in  Vietnam  behind  the  pseudo¬ 
cause  of  "freeing”  Vietnam.  The  so- 
called  “Communist  Bloc”  became  in¬ 
volved  for  the  same  reason.  In  reality, 
both  sides  used  Vietnam  for  international 
"muscle-flexing."  Vietnam  was  a  pawn. 
It  was  left  raped  and  ravaged. 

There  is  a  grave  danger  of  the  same 
pseudo-cause  logic  being  applied  to 
justify  international  power  plays  at  the 
expense  of  Angola.  Christians  the  world 
over  must  act  to  protect  Angola  from 
becoming  a  victim  of  death-dealing  in¬ 
ternational  power  struggles. 

I  would  urge  people  to  write  their  U.S. 
Congresspersons  and  Senators  urging 
them  to  support  legislation  that  keeps  the 
U.S.  from  becoming  militarily  involved 
in  the  Angolan  situation  in  any  way. 
Further,  our  Congress  should  be  urged  to 
pressure  the  United  Nations  to  issue 
international  policy  forbidding  outside 
military  involvement  in  Angola  under 
penalty  of  U.N.  censorship.  If  the 
Christian  church  has  any  kind  of  foothold 
remaining  in  Angola,  it  would  hopefully 
be  involved  in  seeking  communication 
between  the  warring  factions  and  in 
seeking  ways  to  heal  the  scars  of  conflict. 
It  should  also  actively  see  that  the 
Angolan  people  do  not  lose  out  in  the 
international  power  struggle.  Obviously, 
this  heavy  task  cannot  be  accomplished 
without  universal  Christian  support. 

I  would  hate  to  see  Angola  become  one 
of  those  frequent  situations  where 
various  power-elite  stand  to  benefit  at  the 
expense  of  the  people. 

Geoffrey  W.  Posegate 

St.  Louis.  Missouri 

Headline  in  error 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  surprised  to  read  a  headline  in 
TM/  UMR  for  December  12  which  read 
"Lone  female  staff  member  resigns 
post."  and  then  to  see  on  another  page  an 
article  entitled  "Population  may  swell. 
Exec  warns."  It  so  happens  that  both  of 
the  staff  executives  referred  to  are 
women  and  both  are  on  the  staff  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  It  is  hard, 
therefore,  to  understand  the  first 
headline  in  the  light  of  the  second. 

There  have  been  two  elected 


executives  on  the  staff  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  for  some  time,  Jane 
Mills  Reed,  Associate  General  Secretary 
of  the  Division  of  Emerging  Social 
Issues,  and  Ms.  Jessma  O.  Blockwick, 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Population 
in  the  Division  of  World  Peace. 

In  addition,  the  Board  has  program 
staff  who  are  women  but  who  are  not  on 
the  elected  staff  level.  I  am  sure  someone 
on  your  staff  knew  this,  but  somehow  the 
facts  slipped  past  the  headline  writers. 

Herman  Will 
Washington,  D.C. 

* Sexist '  title  at  Evangelism 
Congress  should  he  changed 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  much  regret  and  surprise 
the  title  of  one  of  the  conferences  at  the 
upcoming  United  Methodist  Congress  on 
Evangelism:  "Young  Ministers  and 
Their  Wives’  Proclamation  Ministries.” 

This  title  proclaims  to  all  the  world 
that  ministers  are,  without  exception, 
male.  The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
proclaimed  for  the  last  nineteen  years 
that  ministers  are,  or  can  be,  male  or 
female.  Last  year’s  national  conference 
of  ordained  United  Methodist  women 
gathered  well  over  three  hundred 
clergywomen  in  Nashville,  Tennessee  to 
share  the  joys  and  insights  of  their 
ministries,  including  evangelism. 

It  is  surely  possible  for  the  Congress  to 
change  the  title  of  this  conference,  even 
on  such  short  notice.  It  is  regrettable  that 
the  title  was  not  objected  to  before  now. 
It  will  be  even  more  regrettable  if  the 
conference  and  the  Congress  perpetuate, 
rather  than  challenge,  cultural 
assumptions  about  the  sexes.  Such 
assumptions  are  part  of  the  human 
bondage  from  which  the  gospel  liberates 
us. 

I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  you,  Mr 
Editor,  allowed  this  title  to  pass  into  print 
and  circulation  without  any  editorial 
comment  at  all.  It  is  not  too  late  to  take  a 
stand. 

Jeanne  Devine 

New  Haven,  Connecticut 

K((  coverage  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  the  excellent 
coverage  given  to  the  Fifth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  by 
TM/  UMR. 

Your  staff  back  home  did  an  excellent 
job  of  balancing  coverage  from  a  number 
of  sources,  and  your  own  interpretive 
reports  were  excellent ! 

I  doubt  if  our  church  has  ever  had  more 
complete  coverage  of  a  WCC  Assembly. 

Roger  Burgess 
Park  Ridge,  Illinois 

In  ter  prelire  reports  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

The  purpose  of  this  note  is  simply  to 
tell  you  that  I  am  very  impressed  with 
the  thorough  and  competent  job  you  have 
done  in  reporting  the  Fifth  Assembly  of 
dip  World  Council  of  Churches  I  am 


saving  all  the  issues  in  which  your  ar¬ 
ticles  have  appeared.  I  am  particularly 
impressed  with  your  December  19  issue. 
Your  interpretive  evaluation  on  page  4  is 
right  on  target.  And  your  two  editorials, 
"Do  we  need  a  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches?”  and  "WCC’s  credibility  aided  by 
debate,”  are  statements  that  I  will  be 
using  a  good  deal  as  I  interpret  the 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  to  my 
people. 

Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

* Tours  for  Christians' 
ads  are  ironic 

To  the  Editor: 

Isn’t  it  ironic  that  there  are  among  us 
"professed  Christians”  some  who  can 
make  plans  to  travel  throughout  the 
world  under  the  "direction  and  super¬ 
vision”  of  members  of  our  church.  Isn’t  it 
ironic  that  appearing  on  the  same  page 
with  these  advertisements,  we  have 
article  after  article  pleading  for  financial 
help  to  overcome  this  problem  and  that. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
body  and  the  minds  of  men  need  rest  and 
relaxation,  but  can’t  it  be  obtained 
without  the  need  to  have  advertisements 
in  a  publication  that  seems  to  carry  in 
99.9%  of  its  news,  some  indication  that 
"money"  could  help  solve  the  reported 
problem? 

I  know  that  the  monies  derived  from 
the  advertisements  of  these  agencies  or 
groups  do  help  to  pay  the  expenses  for 
printing  and  the  Reporter,  but  aren’t 
there  other  sources  of  advertising 
available  that  would  not  create  the 
ironies  I  have  pointed  out? 


I  would  like  to  draw  the  readers’  at¬ 
tention  to  the  last  page,  lower  right  hand 
corner  of  the  Dec.  12  issue.  According  to 
the  ad,  the  "basic  cost"  for  the  tour  is 
only  $1499.  How  many  sacks  of  wheat,  or 
rice,  or  mullet  or  whatever  would  that 
buy?  How  much  help  would  it  provide 
here  in  the  United  States  in  many  of  the 
areas  of  need  which  we  as  Methodists 
have  identified? 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Porterville,  California 

UMCOR  criticism  in  valid 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  the  letter  you  printed  under 
the  heading  "UMCOR  neglects  spiritual 
hunger”  in  the  issue  of  December  12.  My 
experience  with  the  administration  of 
UMCOR  and  World  Council  funds  for 
relief  and  rehabilitation  in  Burma  was 
quite  different.  We  gave  the  source  of 
such  help  as  the  love  of  Christ  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  gave  for  these  pur¬ 
poses.  We  visited  with  individual 
recipients  and  invited  them  to  church 
with  supporting  witness  by  the  village 
pastor’s  deaconesses  and  social  workers. 

Beyond  this  we  could  not  go.  A  person 
in  destitute  circumstances  should  not  be 
confronted  with  an  either/  or  choice  for 
the  Christian  faith,  lest  one  be  tempted  to 
make  in  insincere  choice  for  the  sake  of 
material  help  received. 

Apart  from  this  immediate  concern, 
we  should  ask  ourselves  not  whether  a 
board  or  commission  is  evangelistic,  but 
rather,  are  individual  Christians  using 
vocational  and  personal  opportunities  to 
witness  to  Christ. 


Robert  C.  Howard 
Cook,  Minnesota 
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j  Rale:  35c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  exc  jpt  01. 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
prc\ed  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.75 
Servlet  charge  or  blind  »ds  51.00  per  Insertion. 

TOUR  THE  HISTORICAL.  FASCINATING, 
an-'len'.  capitals  o(  Poland.  Russia. 
Czecnoslovakla.  Hungary.  Bulgaria,  Romania. 
Dliferent  —  but  fantastic  In  the  newly 
rediscovered  lands  of  natural  beauty,  warmth. 

HOUSEPARENTS  IN  ALASKA  needed  for 
cottage  of  8-10  emotionally  damaged  youth  at 
the  Jesse  Lee  Home.  Mature  couples  with  child 
rearing  experience  preferred.  No  dependents. 

Pay  Is  $600  per  month,  with  one  of  the  partners 

hospitality  and  gracious  living.  Alio,  our 
oopular  tour  to  the  lands  of  the  Bible  can  be 
combined  or  taken  separately.  European 
Palestine  Tours.  830  Windsor  Rd.,  Cum¬ 
berland.  Md.  21502. 

free  to  accept  employment  elsewhere;  room 
and  board  furnished.  Contact:  Alaska 
!  Children’s  Services,  Dept.  A.  1200  E.  27th  Ave., 

Anchorage.  Alas.  99501. 

JOHN  WESLEY  SPEAKS  TODAY!  Now  you 
can  learn  about  the  powerful  spiritual  truths 
and  spiritual  experiences  of  the  Wesleys  and 
early  Methodists.  For  free  Information,  write 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 

to  Christian  Classics  on  Tapes.  Box  683.  Dallas. 

Texas  75221. 

Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your 
congregation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller,  United 
Church  Directories,  Box  7732,  Waco,  Texas 

76710. 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410. 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  FIJI. 
TAHITI:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux.  experienced 
escorts.  Invite  you  to  Join  them.  Three  weeks  In 

May  1976.  Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev,  Ed 
Laux.  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  in 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall’s  Upholstery.  408 

S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680.  ! 

IRELAND.  BRITISH  ISLES  ADVENTURE. 

Elizabeth  Evans  Turner's  book  PRAYERS 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS  makes  a  splendid  gift. 

$2.50  copy.  6  copies  $1.50  each.  Gift  House,  5235 
Mimosa.  Bellalre.  Texas  77401. 

to  Muckross;  "Lady  of  the  Lake”  country; 
Inverness-Edlnburg;  Shakespearian  play  at 
Stratford;  3  days  In  London.  Contact  Roy 
Temple.  Box  186.  Linden.  Texas  75563. 

i 
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Slowgrowth 
cited:  UMC 
insurance 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  While  participation 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  general 
insurance  program  is  steadily  in¬ 
creasing,  growth  does  not  begin  to  meet 
expectations,  according  to  reports  from 
the  denomination’s  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (GCFA)  officials. 

“It  has  been  slow  in  catching  on,” 
admitted  John  Espie,  administrator  of 
the  program  for  GCFA.  “We  had  hoped 
for  twice  as  many  by  this  time.”  (At 
present,  the  program  has  2,561  policies.) 

Two  and  a  half  years  ago,  GCFA 
became  the  sponsor  of  a  package  in¬ 
surance  plan  that  will  insure  any  United 
Methodist  Church  that  applies,  regard¬ 
less  of  the  risk  involved.  The  under¬ 
writer  for  the  package,  which  includes 
fire  and  extended  coverage  and  liability 
insurance,  is  the  Atlantic  Mutual  In¬ 
surance  Company.  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co. 
of  New  York,  Inc.  is  the  national  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  program. 

“We  have  succeeded  in  providing  in¬ 
creased  coverages  at  reduced  premiums 
for  most  of  the  churches  who  have  in¬ 
sured  under  the  plan  with  savings 
estimated  at  $635,000,”  GCFA  general 
secretary  R.  Bryan  Brawner  reported  in 
a  recent  mailing  to  local  church  officials. 

However,  he  adds,  “less  than  30  per¬ 
cent  of  the  local  churches  have  applied 
for  a  quote  in  over  two  years”  and  of 
those  receiving  quotes,  “only  one  out  of 
4.7  have  insured  through  the  program.” 

Asked  why  response  has  been  so  slow, 
Mr.  Espie  cited  the  following  possible 
reasons : 

•  Many  policies,  normally  written  for 
three  year  periods,  haven’t  come  up  for 
renewal  since  the  program  began. 

•  The  difference  in  quotes  may  not  be 
enough  to  justify  change. 

•  Many  don’t  realize  there  is  a 
potential  for.  a  dividend  with  a  mutual 
company.  While  not  guaranteed, 
dividends  have  ranged  from  10-15  per¬ 
cent  every  year,  adding  up  to  $303,000. 

•  There  is  a  normal  tendency  to  deal 
locally,  and  many  don’t  realize  they  can 
place  their  business  through  Frank  Hall 
&  Co.  and  still  maintain  their  local  agent. 
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F amily  hour  draws  fire 

Religious  groups  critical  of  FCC’s  television  ruling 


Family  viewing  lime  nailer  attack 

Children  watch  a  scene  of  violence  on  television,  something  which  hopefully  was  to 
be  eliminated  by  the  television  networks’  “family  viewing  time”  policy.  The  plan, 
under  which  two  hours  of  every  evening  has  been  set  aside  for  family  fare,  has  come 
under  attack  from  many  religious  groups  who  claim  that  material  dealing  with  sex 
or  violence  is  overabundant  later  in  the  evening.  [See  related  story.] 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Religious  Bicentennial  series 
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Bv  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

“Family  viewing  time,”  a  policy 
adopted  by  the  television  networks  in 
hopes  of  ending  criticism  about  the  moral 
aspects  of  prime-time  programming,  has 
been  drawing  fire  from  religious  groups. 

Criticism  is  focused  on  three  aspects  of 
the  “family  viewing  time”  decision 
which  was  arrived  at  through  con¬ 
sultation  between  the  heads  of  the  three 
commercial  networks  and  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC): 

•  Several  church  leaders  have 
charged  that  the  setting  aside  of  two 
hours  of  programming  for  family  fare  — 
excluding  material  dealing  with  sexual 
candor  or  gratuitous  violence  —  has 
resulted  in  an  overabundance  of  such 
“sexnviolence”  programming  later  in 
the  evening. 

•  A  major  source  of  dissatisfaction  is 
the  way  the  decision  was  arrived  at  in  a 
closed  meeting  between  the  FCC  and 
commercial  networks  without  any 
consultation  with  members  of  the 
viewing  public. 

•  Another  problem  is  the  unevenness 


Under  God 5  TV  specials  slated 

X  .r.oqc  ! 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  series  of 
Bicentennial  television  specials 
collectively  titled  “Under  God,"  will  be 
presented  on  the  NBC-TV  network  by 
Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish 
organizations. 

The  series  was  produced  by  NBC  in 
cooperation  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary  of  America,  and  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference.  The  programs  will 
be  spaced  throughout  1976. 

While  each  of  the  four  religious 
sponsors  worked  independently  with 
NBC  on  their  programs,  they  have  joined 
forces  in  publicizing  the  “specials"  and 
distributing  related  educational  mater¬ 
ials.  A  specially  designed  logo  derived 
from  the  Star  of  David  and  the  Christian 


cross  appears  on  the  materials.  A' Lilly 
Endowment  grant  is  assisting  the  pro¬ 
motion  campaign. 

Each  religious  group  will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  two  hour-long  programs.  The 
series  will  begin  Sunday  Jan.  18  with 
“Where  We  Come  From,"  produced  in 
cooperation  with  the  Jewish  seminary.  It 
features  prominent  American  Jews  and 
describes  the  contributions  of  their 
traditional  backgrounds  and  values  to 
current  goals  and  present  day  life. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  will 
present  “Faces  of  Hope”  on  Sunday;1  Jan. 
25.  A  documentary  filmed  in  Yug&tfdVia, 
it  portrays  religious  life  there  aW d°  the 
historic  role  of  Balkan  countries  m' the 
spread  of  Christianity  to  Europe  and  the 

u.s. 

A  documentary  describing  the  richness 


So  that’s  General  Conference! 

First  in  a  series  of  major  issues  previews 


EDITORS  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  Apr.  27-May  8  in 
Portland,  Ore.  During  the  next  few 
inonths,  TM/  UMR  will  offer  summaries 
or  many  fcf  the  major  Issues  to  ‘fctfml* 
before  the  delegates.  This  initial  article 
is  based  on  an  interview  with  the  chief 
coordinating  officer  of  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  secretary,  Dr.  J.  B.  Holt, 
Dallas. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Q.  How  is  my  local  church  affected  by 
what  a  General  Conference  does? 

A.  General  Conference  speaks  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Each  local 
church  is  guided  by  the  rules,  policies 
and  programs  established  every  four 
years  by  General  Conference,  highest 
legislative  body  of  the  denomination. 

Q.  How  do  United  Methodists  get  to  be 
a  part  of  General  Conference  and  help 
make  those  rules  and  policies? 

A.  General  Conference  is  represen¬ 
tative  from  stem  to  stern.  Delegates  are 
elected  from  each  annual  conference  by 
secret  ballot  at  the  conference  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  a  General  Con¬ 
ference.  An  equal  number  of  ministerial 
and  lay  delegates  are  elected.  Ministers 
elect  ministers,  laypersons  elect  lay¬ 
persons. 

The  number  varies  from  600  to  1,000, 
according  to  a  formula  based  on  total 
church  membership  and  the  number  of 
ordained  ministers.  This  year  therfe  will 
be  986  voting  delegates. 

Q.  Does  General  Conference  determine 
what  a  United  Methodist  should  believe? 

A.  No,  although  the  1972  “Discipline" 
(book  of  church  laws)  presents  four 
criteria  which  came  from  John  Wesley 


and  which  United  Methodists  should  use 
in  testing  their  beliefs:  Scripture, 
tradition,  reason  and  experience. 

A  General  Conference  position  re¬ 
presents  the  considered  judgment  at  a 
giv'eb  time  Sfthl  electM^ddlegbtes.  That 
doesn’t  mean  you  can’t  re-examine 
decisions  later  as  new  insights,  situations 
and  needs  arise. 

Q.  How  can  I,  or  my  local  church,  in¬ 
fluence  the  decisions  made  by  the 
General  Conference? 

A.  By  contacting  the  delegates  elected 
from  your  annual  conference  and  ex¬ 
pressing  your  views.  Or  by  submitting  a 
petition. 

Q.  How  do  petitions  reach  General 
Conference? 

A.  Just  follow  the  procedure  outlined  in 
Paragraph  609  of  the  “Book  of 
Discipline,”  then  send  your  petition  to 
Newell  Knudson,  Petitions  Secretary,  P. 
O.  Box  4866,  Eureka,  Calif.  95501.  Any 
individual  or  organization  in  the  church 
may  submit  a  petition  during  the  year 
preceding  a  General  Conference,  up  until 
30  days  before  the  conference  opens.  This 
year’s  deadline  is  March  27. 

Q.  What  happens  to  those  petitions? 

A.  Each  one  is  assigned  for  study  to  one 
of  ten  legislative  committees  of  the 
General  Conference.  Petitions  then  come 
to  the  floor  of  the  conference  in  one  of  two 
ways:  as  “concurrence"  (endorsed) 
items  by  a  committee,  which  are  printed 
and  circulated  to  each  delegate,  or  as 
“non-concurrence"  items,  which  are 
listed  but  not  printed  in  full.  No  petition 
simply  dies  in  committee. 

Q.  Will  my  petition  receive  as  much 
attention  as  one  that  comes  from  an 
annual  conference  or  a  big  board  of 
agency? 


A.  Yes.  It  fill  follow  the  same  process 
regardless  of  its  origin.  And  if  there  are 
many  petitions  dealing  with  the  same 
subject,  the  number  received  is  listed. 

Q.  How  are  decisions  carried  out?  Cam 
"the|j  !5e  ^rrtoTcetf? r 

A.  Our  bishops  are  charged  with 
general  supervision  among  their  other 
responsibilities.  The  carrying  out  of 
programs  and  policies  is  assigned  to 
boards,  commissions  and  councils  at 
every  council  level. 

We  don’t  talk  about  “enforcing”  in  the 
UMC.  We  work  by  “persuasion,"  as  a 
covenant  community.  We  do  have  a 
Judicial  Council  which  functions  as  a 
“Supreme  Court”  in  ruling  on  dif¬ 
ferences  of  interpretation  of  rules  and 
policies. 

Q.  Suppose  I  or  my  church  disapprove 
of  an  action  taken  at  General  Conference. 
What  can  we  do  about  it? 

A.  Talk  and  write  letters  to  persons  on 
our  denominational  publications,  boards 
and  agencies,  and  to  the  bishops.  Get 
ready  to  influence  your  elected 
representatives  to  the  next  General 
Conference  in  1980.  The  beauty  of 
General  Conference  is  this:  every  four 
years  we  have  the  opportunity  to  re-ex¬ 
amine  our  policies,  rules  and  programs, 
right  any  wrong  directions,  and  gel 
stirred  out  of  apathy. 

Q.  Why  should  the  average  layperson 
keep  informed  of  General  Conference 
actions,  anyway? 

A.  Because,  for  one  thing,  w'e  all  took 
vows  to  support  and  participate  when  we 
joined  the  United  Methodist  Church!  We 
have  an  obligation  to  know,  assess  and 
police  programs  —  and.  if  we  don’t  like 
them,  to  start  working  toward  change 
We  have  a  duty  to  work  for  and  with  the 
total  church. 


and  contributions  of  the  Mexican- 
American  culture  will  be  portrayed  in  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Conference’s  program, 
“Mexican  .  .  .  and  American”  on  Feb. 
15. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  will 
present  “Strangers  in  the  Homeland”  on 
March  21.  It  is  a  drama  in  which  the 
theme  of  social  justice  is  seen  through 
the  eyes  of  a  fictional  family  enmeshed  in 
in  the  controversies  surrounding  the 
American  Revolution,  pre-Civil  War 
times  and  finally  the  Vietnam  War. 

The  Jewish  seminary’s  second  feature, 
“A  Woman  of  Valor,”  will  be  broadcast 
May  30.  It  relates  the  true  story  of  a 
Jewish  immigrant  woman  and  her 
family  and  traces  the  roots  of  early 
Jewish  settlers  to  the  U.S. 

On  June  6,  the  Southern  Baptists  will 
present  “Golden  Spring,”  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Renaissance  and  the  creativity 
and  religious  intensity  of  that  important 
era. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  will 
present  “A  Gathering  of  One”  on  June  20. 
It  is  a  dramatic  portrait  of  the  18th 
century  theologian  Jonathan  Edwards. 
The  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  will 
present  the  last  program  in  the  fall,  at  a 
date  to  be  announced.  Tentatively  called 
“The  Land,”  the  program  will  depict  the 
role  of  land  in  shaping  the  American 
-  experience. 

All  noted  the  appropriateness  of  the 
joint  project  as  an  expression  of 
Americans’  right  to  religious  freedom. 

‘Six  American 
Families  ’ depicts 
ethical  choices 

NEW  YORK  —  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  moving  into  prime  time 
television  with  a  series  based  on  the  kind 
of  ethical  and  moral  decision-making 
that  is  going  on  in  the  daily  lives  of 
American  families. 

Starting  in  March  1976,  the  series, 
called  “Six  American  Families,”  will 
depict  three  or  four  weeks  in  the  lives  of  a 
family  In  the  concluding  quarter  hour 
the  audience  will  observe  the  family 
viewing  a  filmed  replay  of  ethical  choices 
they  have  made.  Together  with  an 
ethicist  they  will  discuss  their  choices. 

Dr.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  executive 
secretary  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  said  earlier  the  churches’ 
involvement  will  not  end  with  the 
production  of  the  series.  He  said  “we  are 
expecting  to  recruit  thousands  of 
congregations  to  study  contemporary 
ethical  issues  through  the  TV  series  and 
in  an  accompanying  resource  book  by 
Paul  Wilkes,  writer  of  the  series.” 

The  series  is  produced  jointly  with 
Westinghouse  Broadcasting  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 


Christian  faith  sparks  6 Sunshine  Girl’  -  Anita  Bryant 


By  BARBARA  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

“If  you  can’t  come  to  the  Florida 
Sunshine  Tree,  let  it  come  to  you." 

The  smiling  personality  is  familiar  to 
millions  of  television  viewers.  The  voice 
belongs  to  Miss  Anita  Bryant  —  former 
Miss  America  finalist,  homemaker, 
author,  singer,  performer  and,  of 
course,  the  Florida  Citrus  Commission’s 
“Sunshine  Girl.” 

Amid  the  many  roles  in  which  Miss 
Bryant  finds  herself  lies  the  fuel  which 
restores  that  boundless  energy:  her 
Christianity.  And  she  expresses  her  faith 
in  everything  she  says  and  does. 

“There’s  no  separation,”  she  ex¬ 
plained.  “You  glorify  the  Lord  in 
whatever  you  do.  We  are  an  important 
part  of  the  body  of  Christ,  and  His 
standards  and  concepts  must  be 
reflected  in  our  life  style.  If  we’re 
believers,  we’re  disciples." 

The  biggest  hang-up  for  the  con¬ 
temporary  Christian  witness,  she  said, 
results  when  “self  gets  in  the  way.”  And 
the  only  detour  around  this  “self"  ob¬ 
stacle,  she  continued,  comes  with 
“denying  self,  taking  up  one’s  cross  daily 
and  following  Christ.” 

Self-denial  hasn’t  always  seemed  so 
simple  for  this  multi-talented  woman 
who  launched  her  professional  career  via 
local  (Barnsdahl,  Okla.)  radio  and 
television  at  the  age  of  eight  and  who,  as 


Anita  Bryant 

a  teenager,  had  her  own  local  weekly  TV 
show  and  was  featured  as  a  regular  on 
Arthur  Godfrey's  morning  radio  pro¬ 
gram. 

Miss  Bryant  recalls  her  early  ambition 
to  “be  a  star”  and  says  that  only  when 
she  “rret  the  Creator  of  stars"  did  she 
realize  what  being  a  Christian  in  a  show 
business  world  is  all  about. 

Sharing  her  faith  —  what  she  terms  her 
“responsibility  as  a  committed 
Christian"  —  ranks  high  on  Miss 
Bryant’s  agenda  as  she  witnesses 
through  six  inspirational  books  she  has 
written,  numerous  recordings  and  both 
religious  and  secular  personal 
engagements. 


Her  most  recent  -venture,  Fishers  of 
Men  Opportunities.  Inc.,  is  a  Christ- 
centered  talent  booking  agency  for 
Christian  personalities.  Presently  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  clearing  house  for  some  45 
athletes,  authors,  composers  and  the 
like.  Fishers  of  Men’s  original  purpose 
was  to  assist  Miss  Bryant  in  l^ei;  wit¬ 
nessing  endeavors.  Her  husband.  Robert 
E.  Green,  directs  the  Fishers  ot  Men 
ministry. 

Although  her  latest  book,  “Bless  This 
Food:  The  Anita  Bryant  Family  Cook¬ 
book,"  is  classified  as  a  cookbook,  Miss 
Bryant  is  quick  to  point  out  thft  it  is 
inspirational  as  well  as  functional. 
Including  recipes  from  family  and 
friends,  prayers.  Biblical  parabhs  and 
anecdotes,  the  cookbook  is  aipily- 
oriented  and  “something  that  was  just 
very  natural  for  me  to  do,"  she,,said 
Even  when  Miss  Bryant’s  busy  scfi^fiule 
separates  her  from  her  family,  she 
maintains  a  vital  link  with  them  through 
her  consistent  weekly  menu-planning. 

“I  do  enjoy  preparing  food  and  think  it 
is  so  important  to  do  it  in  God’s  love  and 
to  make  every  meal  a  ‘happening,,’ she 
added. 

Music  is  yet  another  facet  of  Miss 
Bryant's  outreach  ministry.  From  her 
early  1960s  Gold  hit  singles  —  “Till  Thfcre 
Was  You,”  “In  My  Little  Corner  otT  the 
World"  and  “Paper  Roses."  she  has 
gained  popularity  and  three  Grammy 


of  the  ruling  which  allows  the  “family 
viewing  time”  to  vary  from  one  time 
zone  to  another  and  which  excludes 
educational  television  entirely. 

“The  notion  was  ill-conceived  and  is  a 
sham,  allowing  an  increased  emphasis 
on  police  shoot-outs  in  programming 
after  9  p.m.,”  said  Dr.  James  Wall, 
editor  of  “The  Christian  Century"  and  a 
U.M.  minister.  “It’s  really  ‘window 
dressing’  designed  to  appease  the  critics 
because  it  doesn’t  serve  the  purpose  of 
reducing  the  over  all  level  of  violence.” 

Dr.  Wall  said  editorially  that  it  is  a 
“blatantly  phony  notion”  that  young 
children’s  television  watching  is  confined 
to  the  early  hours  of  the  evening,  and 
“equally  absurd”  that  family  viewing 
can  be  defined  by  the  absence  of  “sexn¬ 
violence.” 

“I  am  uneasy  because  the  ‘family 
viewing  time’  may  simply  mean  greater 
license  in  non-family  viewing  hours,” 
said  Dr.  Nelson  Price,  head  of  United 
Methodism’s  division  of  public  media. 
New  York. 

Research  effects  of  ruling 

Dr.  Price  told  TM/  UMR  that  the 
Media  Action  Research  Center  is  gather¬ 
ing  data  on  the  effects  of  the  FCC  ruling 
which  will  be  ready  for  the  church’s  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications  (JCC)  in 
early  1976. 

What  action  the  JCC  will  take  will 
depend  on  the  results,  he  said. 

One  of  the  sharpest  criticisms  of  family 
viewing  time  has  come  from  the 
Administrative  Board  of  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference.  In  a  22-page 
document,  the  USCC  board  hit  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
(FCC)  for  allowing  “commercial  con¬ 
siderations”  to  vary  the  family  viewing 
periods  in  different  time  zones  and  for 
permitting  the  use  of  “advisory  warn¬ 
ings”  in  cases  where  programming  in 


that  time  period  contains  material  un¬ 
suitable  for  young  people. 

Both  “concessions”  by  the  FCC  were 
termed  “incredible”  by  the  USCC.  Its 
statement  asserted  that  the  provision  for 
“advisory  warnings”  has  led  to  the 
“obvious  conclusion  that  neither  the 
Commission  nor  the  networks  are  single- 
minded  about  keeping  the  ‘family 
viewing’  period  inviolate.” 

Father  Donald  Helfrey  of  the  Missouri 
Catholic  Conference  said  in  a  letter  to 
Missouri’s  congressional  delegation  that 
in  the  Central  Time  zone,  some  9.7 
million  children  between  the  ages  of  two 
and  11  were  watching  TV  at  8:30  p.m., 
which  is  after  the  “family  viewing” 
period.  The  figure  came  from  a  Nielsen 
survey,  he  said. 

Handling  in  error 

“The  Federal  Communications 
Commission  (FCC)  has  made  a  serious 
error  in  the  way  it  has  attacked  the 
problem,”  Dr.  William  F.  Fore  told 
TM/  UMR.  He  is  the  assistant  general 
secretary  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Communication  Commission 

“FCC  Chairman  Richard  Wiley’s 
handling  of  the  “family  viewing” 
question,  however  well-intentioned, 
violated  the  spirit  of  the  regulatory 
process,”  charges  the  NCC’s  Com¬ 
munication  Commission  in  a  statement 
adopted  Nov.  20  by  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee.  “It  was  improper  because  it 
avoided  the  inclusion  of  public  par¬ 
ticipation.” 

The  statement  goes  on  to  issue  a  three- 
point  call  to  the  FCC,  to  (1)  prepare  a 
report  on  the  use  of  the  “family  viewing” 
period  by  the  broadcasting  industry, 
including  a  content  analysis  (2)  seek  out 
and  report  upon  the  public’s  response, 
and  (3)  consider  the  present  season  as  a 
trial  period  to  end  in  June,  1976,  after 
which  a  permanent  policy  might  be  in¬ 
stituted  after  a  public  inquiry. 


Invitation  to  prayer 

Text  of  WCC  message  to  churches 

As  participants  at  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  we 
send  affectionate  greetings  to  our  sisters  and  brothers  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Representatives  of  many  church  traditions  and  cultures,  we  gathered  together 
in  Nairobi,  Kenya.  In  a  continent  determined  to  be  free,  and  moved  by  the  joy 
with  which  African  Christians  celebrate  the  Lord,  we  tried  to  respond  to  the 
needs  of  the  world.  We  had  more  representatives  of  the  six  continents  than  before 
and  also  more  women,  young  people  and  laity. 

For  18  days  (Nov.  23-Dec.  10),  we  gathered  under  our  common  theme:  Jesus 
Christ  frees  and  unites.  Listening  to  one  another,  we  experienced  the  joy  of  unity 
across  the  barriers  of  culture  and  race,  sex  and  class:  we  also  experienced  the 
pain  of  these  deep  divisions.  Deliberation  on  our  common  witness  in  Bible  study 
and  prayer,  in  informal  small  group  and  large  formal  meeting,  brought  us  closer 
together.  Ideology  and  sharp  contrasts  in  opinion  and  commitment  pulled  us 
apart.  The  Assembly  report  gives  the  direction  of  our  thoughts.  It  will  reach  you 
soon. 

Now  we  bring  you  these  prayers  and  ask  you  to  pray  with  us: 

God,  Creator  and  Author  of  Life,  warned  anew  of  the  threats  to  human 
survival,  we  confess  that  the  way  we  live  and  order  society  sets  us  against 
one  another  and  alienates  us  from  Your  creation,  exploiting  as  though 
dead,  things  to  which  You  have  given  life.  Separated  from  You  we  live  in 
emptiness.  We  long  in  our  own  lives  for  a  new  spirituality  of  intention, 
thought  and  action.  Help  us  to  struggle  to  conserve  the  earth  for  future 
generations,  and  free  us  to  share  together,  that  all  may  be  free. 

Kyrie  eleison,  Lord  have  mercy. 

God  of  love,  who  through  Jesus  Christ  shares  our  suffering,  forgives  our 
sins  and  delivers  from  the  bondages  of  oppression,  help  us  to  desire  and 
nourish  in  ourselves  sustaining  community  with  our  brothers  and  sisters 
everywhere.  Give  us  courage  to  share  suffering  when  it  comes.  Restore  to 
us  the  joy  of  resurrection,  that  in  the  midst  of  situations  we  can  hardly  bear 
we  may  sing  out: 

Hallelujah,  Praise  be  to  You,  O  Lord. 

God  of  Hope,  whose  Spirit  gives  light  and  power  to  Your  people,  empower 
us  to  witness  to  Your  name  in  all  the  nations,  to  struggle  for  Your  own 
justice  against  all  principalities  and  powers  and  to  persevere  with  faith  and 
humour  in  the  tasks  that  You  have  given  to  us.  Without  You  we  are 
powerless.  Therefore  we  cry  together: 

Maranatha,  Come  Lord  Jesus. 

And  grant  that  we  may  with  one  voice  and  one  heart  glorify  and  sing 
praise  to  the  majesty  of  Your  Holy  Name,  of  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Amen. 


award  nominations  for  her  skills  as  a 
sacred  recording  artist. 

The  mother  of  four  school-age 
youngsters  feels  that  “the  pressures  on 
today’s  youth  are  much  tougher”  than 
they  were  a  generation  ago.  A  lack  of 
Christian  example  in  the  home  and 
church,  hypocrisy,  “watered -down" 
standards,  weak  leadership  and  a  stress 
on  material  wealth,  she  contends,  have 
de-emphasized  the  value  of  Scripture  “as 
our  guide  to  all  of  the  answers  in  life.” 

Miss  Bryant  does  not  stake  claim  to  the 
women’s  liberation  movement.  While 
agreeing  that  “many  women  are 
frustrated,  unhappy  and  rebellious,”  she 
called  the  equal  rights  campaign  “a 
people  problem,  not  only  a  woman 
problem."  Genuine  liberty,  she  con¬ 
tinued,  is  derived  from  God :  “Happiness 
comes  from  within  when  one  is  fully 
committed  to  the  Lord.” 

One  of  the  key  barriers  to  true 
Christian  fellowship,  she  believes,  is 
denominationalism.  And  her  roster  of 
speaking  engagements  hints  of  her  in¬ 
terfaith  appeal.  During  a  fall  visit  to 
Dallas,  for  example.  Miss  Bryant  ad¬ 
dressed  a  Mack  Trucks  convention  and 
two  area  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions.  (The  Greens  are  active  members 
of  North  Miami’s  (Fla.)  Northwest 
Baptist  Church.) 
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Bicentennial  notes: 
a  salute  to  the  circuit  riders 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 

Now  that  the  Bicentennial  is  upon  us, 
Americans  are  remembering  the  Minute 
Men,  the  Patrick  Henrys,  the  Tom  Jef- 
fersons  and  the  Paul  Reveres.  And  we 
should.  These  giants  helped  the  13 
colonies  give  birth  to  our  nation. 

But  in  our  eagerness  to  honor  those 
who  helped  gain  our  independence,  we 
have  neglected  a  vital  group  that  helped 
keep  it  —  the  Methodist  circuit  riders. 

That  the  comforts  of  Christ  be  taken  to 
the  most  distant  pioneer,  these  in¬ 
domitable  men  swam  bridgeless  rivers, 
often  slept  in  the  open,  faced  disease, 
wild  animals,  bandits  —  and  endured 
poverty.  Before  1800,  a  full  half  of  these 
gallants  died  before  they  were  30  years  of 
age  and  earned  a  mere  64  Continental 
dollars  a  year. 

After  that  date  and  up  to  1844  they 
fared  better.  In  this  period,  50  percent 
lived  to  be  33  and  their  stipend  soared  to  a 
whopping  $80  a  year  —  that  is  $1.53  a 
week. 

Typical  circuit  rider 

A  typical  circuit  rider  dressed  in 
charcoal  black  and  donned  a  flat- 
crowned  hat  with  a  broad  brim  Before 
1800  he  wore  knee-breeches.  After  that 
pivotal  date  he  was  allowed  to  wear  long 
trousers.  Customarily,  each  man  parted 
his  hair  crosswise  just  above  the 
forehead.  The  hair  in  the  back  was 
allowed  to  fall  to  the  shoulders. 

The  man  on  the  circuit  was  required  to 
preach  at  a  large  number  of  places  while 
on  his  rounds  James  Finley’s  circuit  in 
Ohio  included  25  preaching  stops, 
touched  five  counties  and  took  four  weeks 
to  complete. 

Meeting  all  appointments  required 
hard  riding  and  frequently  the  lives  of  the 
horses  were  shortened.  One  circuit  rider 
wore  out  eight  horses  in  two  years. 
Another  had  such  a  long  circuit  he 
required  two  horses.  While  he  rode  one, 
the  other  tagged  along  behind.  The  riders 
tried  to  be  good  to  their  mounts;  but  the 
distances  that  had  to  be  covered  were 
hard  on  them.  A  good  horse  ruined  a 
year’s  allowance  and  the  preachers  were 
required  to  pay  for  their  own  horses! 

In  those  far-off  days,  many  of  our  great 
cities  were  merely  settlements.  In  1800 
Pittsburg  had  a  population  of  1,565. 
Lexington,  Ky.,  was  slightly  larger  with 
a  total  of  1,797.  Including  141  slaves, 
Nashville.  Tenn.,  had  only  355 
inhabitants. 

Celibacy  was  not  an  absolute 


requirement.  Still,  it  was  highly 
recommended.  Francis  Asbury  was  a 
bachelor  and  he  did  not  see  why  his 
circuit  riders  should  not  be  the  same. 
Generally,  when  a  rider  married,  he_ 
settled  down;  and  with  a  vast  amount  of 
territory  to  be  covered  for  Christ,  this 
was  considered  a  tragedy. 

Singular  goal  in  mind 

All  of  the  circuit  riders  had  a  singular 
goal  in  mind.  This  goal  had  been  decided 
at  the  historic  Christmas  conference  in 
1784.  To  the  question,  “What  may  we 
reasonably  believe  to  be  God's  design  in 
raising  up  Methodist  preachers?”  the 
answer,  solemnly  voted  by  the  con¬ 
ference  was:  “To  reform  the  continent 
and  spread  scriptural  holiness  across  the 
land.”  And  to  provide  each  preacher  with 
a  poker-stiff  spine,  he  was  given  a  copy  of 
the  “Discipline"  —  and  it  was  a  strong 
document ! 

The  preachers  were  required  to  walk  in 
the  exact  center  of  an  extremely  straight 
and  narrow  path.  They  were  required  to 
avoid  the  very  appearance  of  evil;  to 


obey  those  who  ruled  over  them;  and  to 
avoid  debt  —  all  debt  —  as  if  it  were  the 
incarnation  of  evil. 

Considering  the  hardness  of  the  life, 
one  would  suppose  that  there  were  not 
many  who  were  willing  to  wear  such  a 
heavy  yoke.  But  this  is  not  the  case. 
Between  1773  and  1806  there  were  251 
preachers  who  had  been  admitted  “on 
trial.”  Instead  of  frightening  the  ap¬ 
plicants,  the  hardness  drew  them. 

The  stern  characteristics  of  these  men 
of  the  long  trail  was  indicated  by  a 
common  saying  in  the  frontier  set¬ 
tlements  west  of  the  Alleghenies.  When 
the  weather  was  extremely  foul,  these 
frontiersmen  used  to  shrug  and  say, 
“There's  nobody  out  today  but  crows  and 
Methodist  preachers.”  And  regardless  of 
the  way  one  looks  at  it,  that  was  a 
compliment! 

Mr.  Ludwig  is  a  free  lance  writer  in 
Tucson.  Ariz.  who  is  writing  a  boob  about 
early  Methodist  circuit  riders  and  is 
contributing  articles  to  TM/  UMR 
during  the  Bicentennial  year. 


God  source  of  Shalom’ 


Peace  guidelines  adopted  for 
church’s  educational  ministry 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  A  set  of 
“Peace  Education  Guidelines”  have 
been  adopted  by  the  Program 
Curriculum  Committee,  the  37-member 
body  charged  with  developing  and 
designing  curriculum  resources  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  guidelines  are  to  be  used  by  staff 
members,  writers  and  others  involved  in 
preparation  of  programs  and  resources 
in  the  church’s  educational  ministry. 

Based  on  extensive  work  initiated  by  a 
task  force  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference  and  adapted  by  the  staff  of  the 
Division  of  Education,  an  introduction  to 
the  guidelines  points  to  God  as  the  source 
of  “shalom,”  a  Hebrew  word  which 
denotes  wholeness,  harmony  and  well¬ 
being  in  the  lives  of  individuals,  nations 
and  communities.” 

"Those  who  implement  these 
guidelines  must  take  into  account  the 
fact  that  much  of  the  life  of  our  society 
and  even  of  the  church  runs  counter  to 
shalom,"  the  introduction  states. 
“Radical  change  will  often  be  called  for. 
The  shalom  vision  may  begin  to  be 
realized  as  persons  learn,  make  changes 
in  their  own  attitudes  and  actions  and 
seek  to  change  violent  and  oppressive 
systems  in  society.” 

With  its  action,  the  Committee  placed 
the  peace  educational  guidelines 

Adult  study  unit 
on  theological 
pluralism  set 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  An  ex¬ 
perimental  study  unit  for  adults  dealing 
with  theological  pluralism,  first 
suggested  to  the  United  Methodist 
Program  Curriculum  Committee  in  1973, 
will  be  available  for  use  in  the  fall  of  1976. 

Announcing  the  release  date  for  the 
unit  at  the  Committee’s  meeting  here 
Dec.  9-12  was  Dr.  Frank  Stanger, 
president  of  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  Asbury,  Ky.,  chairman  of  the 
Committee's  adult  section.  Dr.  Stanger 
will  be  one  of  the  three  writers  for  the 
unit  which  is  to  be  tested  in  the  spring 
and  released  for  use  during  the  Sep- 
tember-October-November  quarter. 

Other  writers  are  Dr.  Ralph  James  of 
North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College,  Rocky 
Mount  and  Dr.  Joan  Arnold  of  United 
Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Stanger  will  explore  the  doctrines 
from  the  perspective  of  “those  theologies 
which  find  the  revelational  truths  of  the 
Bible  to  be  fundamental  and 
authoritative."  Dr.  James  will  discuss 
them  from  the  perspective  of  “those 
theologies  which  seek  to  interpret 
Christian  faith  in  the  life  of  a  modern, 
scientific  world  view.  Dr  Arnold  will 
approach  the  doctrines  from  the  per¬ 
spective  of  “those  theologies  which 
reflect  the  alliance  of  the  theologian  with 
social  movements  among  the  oppressed 
victims  of  injustice,  including  the  third 
world.” 


alongside  similar  guidelines  it  uses 
concerning  sexism  and  ethnic  minorities. 

During  its  four-day  meeting  in  early 
December,  the  Committee: 

•  heard  a  report  from  its  Task  Force 
on  Music  in  the  Curriculum  that  a  new 
song  book  for  elementary  children  en¬ 
titled  “Rejoice  and  Sing  Praise”  will  be 
released  in  the  fall  of  1976.  The  128-page 
book  will  include  most  of  the  music 
suggested  in  curriculum  resources  for 
elementary  children; 

•  learned  that  a  controversial  study 

Navajo  mission 


unit  on  “A  Christian  Perspective  on  a 
Variety  of  Life  Styles”  is  now  being 
tested  in  local  churches  and  will  be 
available  in  June,  1976; 

•  approved  plans  for  curriculum 
resources  for  churches  which  have  one 
youth-led,  club  type  youth  organization; 

•  affirmed  a  children’s  study  unit, 
“Moses  as  Liberator"  being  prepared  by 
a  black  Los  Angeles  Inner  City  Task 
Force  of  the  Southern  Califor¬ 
nia/  Arizona  Conference.  The  unit  will 
be  available  in  the  winter  of  1976. 


School  faces  money  crunch 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 
FARMINGTON, 

N.M.  —  The  new 
superintendent  of 
United  Method¬ 
ism’s  only  Native 
American  Mission 
school  has  his  work 
cut  out  for  him. 

Like  most  U.M. 
institutions  today, 
the  Navajo  Method 


o 


Dr.  Reahard 
ist  Mission  School  here  needs  money. 
Costs  for  the  1975-76  school  year  could 
soar  as  much  as  $25,000  over  budget  at 
this  unique  institution  known  for  84  years 
as  a  “developer  of  leaders." 

“We  have  no  intention  of  folding  up," 
says  Dr.  Richard  Reahard,  who  took  over 
the  school’s  leadership  last  summer. 
“But  we  have  to  find  additional  sources 
of  revenue.  And  that  isn’t  easy,  because  a 
small  Indian  school  has  limited  appeal." 

To  provide  some  stop-gap  emergency 
funding  for  the  school,  which  serves 
predominantly  Navajo  students  in 
grades  six  through  12.  a  two-year  $200,000 
fund  drive  has  just  been  launched.  Dr. 
Reahard  told  TM/  UMR  recently. 
Alumni  and  friends  will  be  asked  to 
contribute  $100,000  and  area  businesses 
another  $100,000. 

Eventually,  he  believes,  the  only  an¬ 
swer  is  a  unified  multi-million-dollar 
program  in  concert  with  a  number  of 
similar  U.M.  institutions.  “We’ve  begun 
talking  with  several  and  it  looks 
hopeful." 

Meanwhile,  maintenance  at  the  160- 
student  institution  is  a  number-one 
headache.  Buildings  have  deteriorated 
over  the  years  and  “now  we’re  having 
every  kind  of  plumbing  and  electrical 
problem." 

It’s  a  familiar  story,  he  maintains. 
Receipts  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  which  provides  22  percent  of 
the  school’s  $388,000  budget  this  year, 
cannot  keep  pace.  Nor  have  advance 
specials,  which  contribute  another  25 
percent. 

An  estimated  $35,000  will  come  this 
year  in  tuition  from  parents,  he  said, 
though  nearly  25  percent  of  the  student 
body  attend  on  full  scholarships.  The 


school  will  have  to  rely  more  and  more  on 
the  support  of  alumni  and  friends  in  the 
same  way  that  U.M.  colleges  do  for 
operating  money,  Dr.  Reahard  main¬ 
tains  —  with  general  board  funding  to  be 
used  for  much-needed  renovation  and 
expansion. 

Despite  money  problems,  however.  Dr. 
Reahard  is  the  Navajo  school’s  greatest 
fan.  He  points  with  pride  to: 

•  A  superior  education  program  recog¬ 
nized  both  off  and  on  the  reservation  as  a 
producer  of  Navajo  and  other  tribal 
leaders. 

Graduates  include  the  Navajo  reser¬ 
vation’s  only  medical  doctor  and  at  least 
50  teachers  currently  at  reservation 
schools  ,  the  president  and  vice-president 
of  the  Navajo  Community  College;  two 
United  Methodist  ministers,  including 
one  Anglo;  three  ministers  of  other 
denominations;  engineers,  public 
relations  and  training  officers  and 
"leaders  in  nearly  every  field.” 

•  A  student  body  in  which  all  14  of  last 
year’s  graduates  went  on  to  college  this 
year. 

•  A  staff  whose  duties  call  for  “sin- 
ceFe  Christian  dedication  and  love  of 
children.” 

Furthermore,  he’s  quick  to  say,  “our 
.outball  team  won  the  district  cham¬ 
pionship  this  year!” 

Staffing  the  school  of  160  students  is  not 
easy,  Dr.  Reahard  admits.  Turnover  in 
personnel  is  such  that  only  nine  current 
staffpersons  were  there  last  year  and 
only  three  the  year  before. 

Dr.  Reahard  is  now  seeking  a  high 
school  principal,  an  English  teacher  and 
a  nurse.  Salaries  are  low,  he  says,  though 
a  10  percent  across-the-board  increase 
this  year  should  help.  Also  since  nearly 
all  staffpersons  live  on  campus,  “these 
are  24-hour  jobs,  not  just  eight-to-five.” 

Dr.  Reahard  came  to  the  Mission 
School  from  Waverly,  Ind.  where  he 
served  as  supervisor  of  staff  develop¬ 
ment  and  training  for  the  State  of  Indiana 
Rehabilitation  Service.  A  former 
professor,  missionary  and  lay  preacher, 
he  holds  a  Ph.D.  in  educational  ad¬ 
ministration  from  Purdue  University  and 
was  ordained  a  deacon  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1972. 
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Ethnic  minority  lay  membership 
at  4.2  percent,  survey  shows 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  What 
proportion  of  United  Methodist  Church 
membership  in  the  U.S.  is  comprised  by 
racial  and  ethnic  minority  group  per¬ 
sons?  To  that  often-asked  question,  a 
survey  considered  one  of  the  most 
reliable  to  date  answers:  at  least  4.21 
percent. 

The  same  study  puts  the  number  of 
racial  and  ethnic  minority  lay  members 
in  the  church  at  a  minimum  of  422,251.  It 
also  indicates  that  11.57  percent  of 
laypersons  are  in  congregations  with  one 
percent  or  more  non-white  members  — 
including  many  congregations  that 
comprise  entirely  (  or  almost  entirely) 
one  minority  group. 

Measured  another  way,  the  study  in¬ 
dicates  that  more  than  88  percent  of 
United  Methodists  —  almost  nine  out  of 
10  —  are  in  churches  with  all  white 
memberships,  or  not  more,  than  one 
percent  non-white  at  most. 

Those  and  other  data  about  ethnic  and 
racial  minority  membership  in  the 
denomination  are  found  in  a  study 
prepared  and  released  here  by  the  Rev. 
Alan  K.  Waltz.  Data  are  given  for  the 
denomination  as  a  whole  and  are  broken 
down  by  the  church’s  five  geographical 
jurisdictions  and  by  four  racial/  ethnic 
categories  —  Black  American,  Native 
American,  Asian  American,  Hispanic 
American. 

Study  not  “last  word” 

Dr.  Waltz,  assistant  general  secretary 
for  research  on  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
said  the  study  does  not  claim  “to  be  the 
last  word  on  the  subject.”  However,  he 
added,  the  study  is  perhaps  the  most 
comprehensive  to  date  and  has  been 
affirmed  in  its  data  by  researchers  and 
leaders  among  several  of  the  minority 
groups. 

The  study  covers  lay  members  in  the 
church  —  a  total  of  10,025,137  —  as 
reported  at  the  end  of  1973,  the  latest 
complete  figures  available  at  the  time  of 
the  survey.  (See  related  article  on  this 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
ST.  LOUIS  —  “Men  and  women  give  to 
the  church  on  the  basis  of  how  interested 
they  are  and  not  on  the  basis  of  what  they 
have,”  Bishop  Gerald  Ensley,  president 
of  the  Council  of  Finance  and 
Administration,  said  in  his  final  address 
to  the  council  Dec.  3.  He  will  retire  from 
the  active  episcopacy  in  1976. 

Who  gives  the  most  to  the  church? 
“Not  the  wealthiest  people,"  the  bishop 
said,  “but  the  most  concerned.”  And,  the 
church’s  best  money  raisers  are  “the  folk 
who  can  evoke  a  sense  of  the  significance 
of  the  work  of  the  church.” 

While  every  member  canvasses  are  a 
good  way  to  raise  money,  their  real 
significance  is  in  providing  a  way  for  the 
gripes  to  come  out  and  a  measure  of  the 
level  of  interest  of  the  congregation. 

If  the  church  is  to  make  a  financial 
comeback,  the  bishop  said,  it  must  start 


page. )  The  data  do  not  include  ministers 
or  persons  listed  as  Uqited  Methodist 
members  on  the  General  Roll  of  Military 
Personnel. 

The  study  gives  these  totals  and  per¬ 
centages  for  the  four  categories  of  racial 
and  ethnic  minority  group  members  in  the 
denominatiofr: . 

•  Black  -^"353, 326  members;  3.52 
percent  of  total  lay  membership; 

•  Native  American  —  14,245  mem¬ 
bers;  .14  percent  of  total  lay  mem¬ 
bership; 

•  Asian  American  —  16,713  members; 
.17  percent  of  total  lay  membership; 

•  Hispanic  —  37,967  members;  .38 
percent  of  total  lay  membership; 

•  Totals  for  four  groups  —  422,251 
members;  4.21  percent  of  total  lay 
membership. 

Data  by  jurisdiction 

The  survey  gives  the  following 
jurisdictional  data: 

•  North  Central  Jurisdiction  —  35,032 
non-white  members,  comprising  1.48 
percent  of  total  jurisdictional  lay 
membership  of  2,359,766; 

•  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  —  111,976 
non-white  members,  comprising  5.36 
percent  of  2,088,203; 

•  South  Central  Jurisdiction  —  88,967 
non-white  members,  comprising  4.42 
percent  of  2,014,624; 

•  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  —  153,106 
non-white  members,  comprising  5.20 
percent  of  2,942,369; 

•  Western  Jurisdiction  —  33,170  non¬ 
white  members,  comprising  5.35  percent 
of  620,175. 

West  most  multi-racial 

The  Western  Jurisdiction  apparently 
has  more  multi-racial  churches  than  any 
other,  according  to  the  survey,  with 
almost  a  third,  28.95  percent,  of  its 
members  in  churches  having  at  least  one 
percent  non-white  members. 

With  Blacks  by  far  the  most  numerous 
of  the  four  United  Methodist  minority 
groups,  the  Black  membership  is  highly 

wealth,  basis 


by  “raising  the  spiritual  morale.”  He 
said  there  are  “hosts  of  people  in  the 
church  who  don’t  feel  any  sense  of  care, 
or  of  belonging.”  Second,  a  sense  of 
discipline  must  be  developed  and  a  sense 
of  hope. 

But  most  of  all,  the  church  needs  a 
"theology  of  money”  the  bishop  said, 
instead  of  a  stewardship  reduced  to 
gimmickry. 

“We  have  got  to  talk  about  the  place  of 
money  in  the  economy  of  the  “King¬ 
dom."  And  he  called  for  a  review  of  John 
Wesley’s  sermon  on  the  subject  in  which 
the  church  father  laid  out  three  prin¬ 
ciples  for  Christians;  (1)  “Get  all  you 
can”  by  honest  and  ethical  means;  (2) 
“Save  all  you  can,”  but  don’t  hoard 
money;  and  (3)  “Give  all  you  can." 

“Raising  money  is  a  religious  exercise 
which  must  be  done  faithfully,"  Bishop 
Ensley  concluded. 


concentrated  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction,  which  has  150,334  or  42.55 
percent.  Northeastern  has  95,799, 
comprising  27.11  percent  of  the  Black 
membership. 

The  Native  American  and  Asian 
American  membership  is  even  more 
disproportionate.  There  are  12,993 
members  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction, 
comprising  more  than  three-fourths, 
77.74  percent,  of  Asian  American 
membership  in  the  denomination.  Native 
Americans  number  10,936  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  (Primarily  because 
of  the  concentration  in  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference),  com¬ 
prising  76.78  percent  of  all  Native 
American  members. 

The  Hispanic  membership  is 
somewhat  more  evenly  distributed 
across  jurisdictions,  though  South 
Central  with  18,639  and  Northeastern 
with  13,259  predominate  —  comprising 
49.09  percent  and  34.92  percent  respec¬ 
tively  of  the  total  Hispanic  membership. 
Two  Hispanic  units  account  for  mo6t 
members  —  the  Rio  Grande  Conference 
in  South  Central  and  the  Puerto  Rico 
Conference  in  Northeastern. 

Latest  word: 
9.9  million 
UMC  members 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  It’s  official 
now. 

Membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States  has  fallen 
below  the  ten  million  mark. 

But  average  attendance  at  worship 
services  has  increased  and  annual  total 
giving  to  all  causes  has  passed  a  billion 
dollars,  according  to  a  report  released 
here  last  month  by  the  church’s  statis¬ 
tical  office. 

Based  on  calendar  1974,  the  official 
membership  figure  is  now  9,957,710,  a 
decrease  of  105,336  from  the  last  previous 
report.  In  addition  to  the  full  members, 
there  are  1.5  million  preparatory 
members,  usually  baptized  children. 

Average  attendance  at  the  principal 
weekly  worship  service  was  3,620,997,  an 
increase  of  8,517  from  a  year  ago.  The 
number  of  local  churches  is  a  decrease  of 
168  to  39,027. 

The  grand  total  of  expenditures  for  all 
causes  within  the  denomination  was 
$1,009,770,804,  an  increase  of  $74  million 
in  the  past  12  months. 

The  decrease  in  membership  continues 
a  trend  of  recent  years,  although  the  rate 
of  decline  was  less  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

Also  showing  a  decrease  in  the  latest 
report  is  church  school  membership  and 
attendance,  down  156,084  and  81,578, 
respectively,  to  new  totals  of  4.7  million 
and  2.4  million. 

Included  in  the  increase  in  total  ex¬ 
penditures  were  gains  in  giving  for 
ministerial  salaries  and  benevolent 
causes. 


Interest,  not 
for  giving,  bishop  claims 


THE  SUCCESS  OF  THESE  TWELVE 
CHURCH  SCHOOLS.  .  . 


.  .  .CAN  CONTRIBUTE  TO  THE 
SUCCESS  OF  YOUR  OWN! 


Out  of  683  church  schools  nominated  across  the  country,  12  are  being 
recognized  as  outstanding  United  Methodist  church  schools.  What  makes 
them  different  from  other  church  schools?  What  are  they  doing  right? 
Beginning  In  September,  The  Church  School  magazine  has  been  featuring 
one  of  the  award-winning  church  schools  In  every  Issue.  Read  their  stories, 
discover  their  secrets -some  programs  may  be  successful  In  your  own 
church.  You  won't  want  to  miss  the  remaining  Issues  In  this  challenging  series 
of  articles! 


The  Church  School  magazine  can  be  or¬ 
dered  in  quantity  through  the  church’s 
literature  secretary  or  by  mailing  the  com¬ 
pleted  coupon  to  the  Regional  Service 
Center  in  your  area. 
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families 


■-  icription  campaign 
to  begin  January  18 


Carrollton  Church 
displays  Chrismons 


The  Annual  Subscription  Campaign  for 
THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  begins  on  January  18  and 
will  extend  through  February  15,  it  has 
been  announced  by  the  Board  of  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  newspaper.  A  record 
response  is  hoped  for,  and  readers  will  be 
interested  and  pleased  that  the  sub¬ 
scription  rates  are  not  being  raised! 
(This  is  the  fact  in  spite  of  rising  costs  of 
mailing  and  printing.) 

As  in  1975,  the  costs  of  single  sub¬ 
scriptions  will  be  $3.00;  the  Every- 
Family  Plan  cost  is  $2.50,  for  churches 
using  this  option.  This  latter  plan  is 
determined  by  dividing  the  church 
membership  by  one  third,  and  thus 
arriving  at  the  number  of  subscriptions 
to  qualify  for  “E very-Family.”  Thus  -  if 
a  church  has  300  members,  100  sub¬ 
scriptions  would  put  that  church  on  the 
E very-Family  (or  $2.50  per  subscription) 
plan. 

The  circulation  of  this  newspaper  now 
exceeds  14,000.  This  includes  9,500  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  Conference  edition  and 
4,673  local  church  editions.  However,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  of  the  Conference 
subscriptions,  not  all  are  “paid.” 
Complimentary  copies  are  sent  to  all 
retired  ministers  of  the  Conferences 
and/  or  their  widows.  The  local  churches 
which  have  their  own  editions  provide  for 
their  costs,  hence  the  total  subscription 
list  is  not  “paid.”  The  subscription  cost 
combined  with  a  small  subsidy  from  the 
Conference  each  year,  barely  covers  cost 
of  production. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  has 
voiced  the  opinion  that  if  the  paid 
circulation  reaches  12,000  this  would 
enable  the  offices  of  the  newspaper  to 
print,  on  a  limited  periodic  basis,  an 
extra  page.  This  would  give  more  space 
for  local  church  news  and  additional 
pictures. 

As  the  subscription  time  approaches, 
editors  of  the  LUM  wish  to  thank  their 
readers  and  church  members  from  all 
over  the  Conference  for  the  wonderful 
spirit  of  cooperation  whcih  prevails. 
Many  of  you  send  us  news  weekly.  As  you 
know,  we  cannot  always  run  all  of  it. 
(Many  of  you  have  never  sent  us  any 
news.  Why  not  join  us  as  “correspon¬ 
dents”  this  year?)  Most  of  you  who  read 
the  paper  know  that  we  try  to  publish 


everything  that  we  possibly  can  print  on 
this  one  front  page  of  our  Conference 
edition.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  however, 
that  we  are  able  on  that  one  page  to 
provide  as  much  space  (or  even  a  few 
inches  more)  than  on  a  smaller  format, 
half  the  size  with  four  pages. 

Also,  we  would  like  to  point  out  the  very 
fine  Messages  which  are  brought  to  you 
every  week  from  our  Bishop  Crutchfield. 
He  always  has  something  timely  and 
meaningful  for  us,  and  the  spiritual  uplift 
which  his  contribution  provides  brings 
inspiration  not  only  to  you,  our  readers, 
but  to  us  who  edit  this  paper. 

A  word  or  two  of  comment  about  the 
three  “other”  pages  of  the  newspaper 
seem  to  be  in  order.  Many  people  still  do 
not  understand  (although  we  have  tried 
to  explain  this)  that  these  pages  are 
edited  in  Dallas  by  the  staff  of  the 
TEXAS  METHODIST/UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  REPORTER,  which  prints 
our  first  page  each  week.  It  is  our  opinion 
that  these  three  pages  provide  much  in 
the  way  of  regional  and  national,  as  well 
as  world  news  in  the  religious  field.  Now, 
you  may  sometimes  disagree  with  what 
is  reported,  but  it  would  be  hard  indeed  to 
disagree  that  we  should,  as  informed 
church  members,  be  made  aware  of  what 
is  happening  in  the  church  in  general.  If 
we  do  not  know  what  is  going  on,  we  will 
have  no  knowledge  of  issues,  or 
programs,  or  what  we  might  do  either  to 
support  or  to  oppose  the  things  that  are 
happening.  Also,  there  is  a  good  amount 
of  space  provided  for  “Letters,”  and  if 
you  read  these,  you  will  note  that  often 
many  sides  of  an  “issue”  are  dealt  with 
and  these  letters  come  from  many  parts 
of  the  country. 

We  believe  that  this  is  a  good  news¬ 
paper.  We  believe,  also,  that  it  can  be 
better.  We  make  one  promise:  we  will 
continue  to  strive  to  make  it  better. 

To  those  who  currently  subscribe,  we 
urge  you  to  renew  your  subscription 
through  your  church,  which  will  provide 
the  forms.  We  also  urge  /ou  to  send  us 
news  and  pictures  of  happenings  that  will 
be  of  interest.  Through  our  cooperative 
effort  we  believe  that  we  can  all  continue 
to  be  proud  of  our  Conference  newspaper, 
THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST 


Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church 
honors  teacher,  has  many  activities 


A  -  Some  of  the  ladies  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church  displaying  the 


Chrismons  which  decorated  the  church's 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church, 
Bogalusa,  is  an  active  church  throughout 
the  year.  However,  during  the  recent 
Christmas  Season,  they  were  “busier 
than  usual”  with  their  many  activities, 
including  a  special  one  which  honored  a 
long  time  teacher  in  the  Church  School. 

Mrs.  Cora  Alford  was  significantly 
honored  by  the  Edna  Cooper  Sunday 
School  Class  when  the  class  held  their 
annual  party.  Mrs.  Alford  has  been 


teacher  of  the  class  for  the  past  30  years, 
and  is  retiring.  She  was  for  a  number  of 
years  principal  of  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Elementary  School  in  the  community. 
She  brought  many  talents  to  her  job  as 
Sunday  School  teacher. 

Among  the  other  activities  of  the 
church  was  decorating  the  Chrismon 
Tree,  which  provided  much  joy  to  the 
church  and  the  community. 


Mrs.  Cora 
Alford, 

honored  for  30 
years  of  teaching. 


a°. 


Although  the  Christmas  Season  has  passed,  this  lovely  photograph  of  Carrollton 
Church's  Chrismon  tree  was  too  beautiful  NOT  to  be  shared.  Shown  with  the  tree 
are,  from  left:  Mrs.  Robert  Binford,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  Pastor;  and  Mrs. 
William  C.  Hayden,  Jr.  The  symbolism  of  the  ornaments  is  well  known  by  the  many 
churches  who  use  this  effective  way  of  decorating,  and  the  spiritual  effectiveness 
casts  a  year-long  glowl 

Around  Our  Conference 

Bossier  City’s  First  Church  is  full  of  *  *  * 

news!  An  interesting  note  came  from  the 
Rev.  George  Pearce,  Jr.,  Pastor, 
recently  in  which  he  told  of  the 
congregation  reading  the  entire  Bible  at 
the  two  morning  worship  services.  This 
was  accomplished,  he  noted,  by  each 
person  reading  three  chapters  (silently) 
from  their  Bibles  which  they  had  been 
asked  to  bring  to  the  services.  At  the 
same  time,  an  interesting  display  of 
Bibles  was  placed  in  the  foyer  of  the 
church,  including  Bibles  of  foreign 
translations.  Prayer  Bibles,  Children’s 
Bibles  and  many  others.  The  oldest  dates 
to  1723  and  was  brought  from  France  by 
the  Lafovour  family,  whose  relatives  the 
W.  W.  Johnsons  live  in  Bossier  City. 

Other  activities  reported  by  Mr. 

Pearce  include  congregational  dinners, 
children’s  programs,  youth  choir  trips, 

Chancel  Choir  programs,  and  many 
Christmas  “happenings.”  (The  editors 
regret  that  they  cannot  publish  all  of  the 
good  photographs  sent  from  Bossier  City, 
but  hope  that  at  sometime  space  will 
permit.) 


The  Glenmora  UMYF  entered  a  float  in 
the  annual  Optimist  Christmas  parade 
and  won  first  place  and  a  prize  of  $25. 
Congratulations  to  these  young  people  for 
their  lucrative  effort!  The  float  was 
entitled  “Christmas  Around  The  World.” 
*  •  * 

The  Broadmocfr  Church  of  Shreveport 
will  be  sponsoring  an  invitational 
basketball  tournament  the  weekend  of 
March  5-6.  This  tournament  is  open  to  all 
Methodist  churches  in  the  state  and  is  for 
boys  in  grades  10-12.  Inquiries  may  be 
sent  to:  Sr.  High  Basketball  Tournament. 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  P. 
O.  Box  5038,  Shreveport,  La.  71105. 

*  *  * 

From  the  Rev.  Larry  D.  Robertson. 
Pastor  of  First  Church,  Thibodaux. 
comes  word  of  the  active  part  of  the 
Thibodaux  Clergy  Association  in  peace¬ 
making  activities  at  the  local  high  school, 
after  several  “flare-ups"  had  occurred 
there  last  fall.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Robertson  is 
President  of  the  Association,  and  other 
United  Methodist  clergy  involved  in  this 
effort  include:  the  Revs.  Taft  Bowie, 
Calvary;  and  B.  J.  Martin,  LaGrange 
*  *  * 

A  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  for  youth  of  the 
Shreveport-Ruston  Districts  was  held  in 
December  at  Caney  Lake.  A  “super” 
weekend,  headed  by  Director  Lorris 
Wimberly,  Jr.,  was  reported  by  all  who 
attended. 


The  UMYF  of  Bethany  Church,  New 
Orleans  sponsored  a  successful  Youth 
Day  Celebration  at  the  church  recently, 
involving  the  community.  Participants  in 
the  program  were  the  Bethany  Youth 
Choir,  the  Mount  Carinel  Baptist  Youth 
Choir,  and  other  guests.  Guest  speaker 
for  the  occasion  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred 
Norris,  District  Superintendent.  Pastor 
of  Bethany  is  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Jones,  Sr. 
*  *  * 

Youth  of  Southside  Church,  Monroe  are 
ALWAYS  busy  and  productive.  Among 
their  many  activities  (in  addition  to  the 
numerous  worthwhile  projects  which 
they  sponsor  on  behalf  of  the  church)  — 
attending  the  SMU  United  Methodist 
Youth  Day  at  the  Cotton  Bowl  last  fall .  .  . 
“back-to-school  and  back-to-church”  .  .  . 
special,  creative  worship  services  .  .  . 
also  elementary  children  of  the  church 
hold  special  “back-to  ..."  events,  in¬ 
cluding  outings  to  Camp  Kiroli,  carolling 
and  parties  in  the  Anna  Gray  Noe  Gym  at 
the  church.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner  has  such  a  successful  church 
on  all  age  levels? 

Young  people  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  in 
Harahan  also  keep  busy,  according  to 
their  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek. 
They  have  been  particularly  active  in 
helping  to  raise  funds  on  behalf  of 
UNICEF,  holding  a  “Penny  Party”  Open 
House,  providing  games,  features,  food, 
all  to  make  money  to  be  given  away! 

*  *  * 

The  UMYF  of  the  Metairie  Church  are 
numbered  among  those  who  are  doing 
something  about  need  in  the  world. 
Recently  they  held  a  “Hunger-thon” 
during  which  each  person  entered  an 
extended  period  of  “fasting.”  Each 
participant  had  signed  sponsors  for  their 
“fast,”  and  the  money  secured  was  given 
to  various  caring  agencies,  particularly 
those  related  to  children.  Sponsors  for 
the  young  people  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
LeBoutlillier,  and  Pastor  of  the  Metairie 
Church  is  the  Rev.  Rick  Hebert. 

News  has  reached  this  office  of  the 
marriage  of  the  former  Miss  Mada 
Yvonne  McDonald  and  Mr.  Wayne 
Bryant  Clark,  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  Wesley 
Church,  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes 
officiating.  Mrs.  McDonald  is  the 
maternal  granddaughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Carl  T.  Wethers.  Doctor  Wethers  is  a 
retired  Minister  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  and  he  assisted  in  per¬ 
forming  the  Holy  Rites  of  marriage. 


Bishop’s  Message 


An  Open  Letter  to  John  Denver 


December  22, 1975 


Mr.  John  Denver 
Aspen,  Colorado 
Dear  Mr.  Denver: 

During  the  second  week  in  December  I  was  in  Washington,  D.C.,  attending  a 
Division  of  Chaplains  meeting,  and  one  evening  was  in  the  lobby  of  a  large 
hotel,  where  many  began  to  be  grouped  about  a  television  set.  Your  holiday 
special,  entitled  “A  Rocky  Mountain  Christmas”  came  on,  and  there  was  a 
fascinated  hush  upon  that  lobby  group.  On  the  screen  we  saw  the  magnificent 
Rockies,  we  heard  your  splendid  voice,  and  we  enjoyed  the  sight  of  wildlife  in 
the  winter.  We  got  a  kick  out  of  seeing  those  youngsters  sing  carols  from  door  to 
door,  we  liked  your  “Bubble  in  the  Snow.”  Your  “Coventry  Carol"  was  ex¬ 
ceptionally  well  done,  and  the  rendition  of  “Silent  Night”  was  moving.  Above 
all,  everyone  of  us  responded  to  your  own  number  “Merry  Christmas,  Little 
Zachary”  in  which,  without  preaching  or  teaching,  you  affirmed  the  values  of 
family  life  and  the  dignity  of  fatherhood.  When  your  program  was  concluded, 
there  was  the  general  registration  of  satisfaction  and  approval. 

Last  week  your  Christmas  show  was  on  our  ABC-TV  channel  in  New  Orleans, 
and  my  wife  and  I  saw  it  again.  It  was  even  more  beautiful  the  second  time,  and 
we  simply  could  not  believe  one  thing:  Here  was  a  full-length,  prime  time, 
highly  entertaining  show  with  absolutely  no  violence,  no  sex,  no  alcohol,  no 
profanity,  and  somehow  it  was  surprisingly  beautiful  in  its  simplicity  and 
evident  joyousness. 

The  local  drama  and  entertainment  critic  reported  that  your  show  had  a 
higher  rating  than  any  for  the  season;  he  also  said  that  the  networks  want  you  to 
sign  on  in  some  regular  weekly  feature.  If  so,  Mr.  Denver,  could  you  keep  on 
doing  the  same  sort  of  thing  in  the  same  idiom  with  the  same  unaffected  style? 
A  lot  of  young  people  (and  older  people  too)  need  a  hero  in  the  media  these  days, 
and  many  are  weary  to  the  point  of  sickness  over  the  violence,  the  sex,  the 
alcohol,  the  dirty  words,  and  the  risque  plots  and  sequences.  Somewhere, 
somehow,  if  America  is  ever  to  regain  its  soul,  some  people  in  the  en¬ 
tertainment  field  must  provide  genuine  exhilaration  and  joy  that  appeals  to  the 
whole  human  person  and  not  to  the  baser  elements  in  human  behavior. 

If  you  even  bother  to  read  this  letter,  you  probably  would  wonder  at  the 
brashness  of  this  suggestion,  but  I’m  asking  you,  Mr.  Denver,  don’t  let  them  — 
whoever  “they”  are  —  spoil  what  you  did  for  us  at  Christmas. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Youth  are  in  spotlight  at  Asbury  Church 


“ Miss  Asbury,  ”  who  is  Miss  Lillian  Banks,  (seated)  is  shown  here  with  others  who 
took  part  in  the  program.  From  left,  standing:  Jackie  Kimbrough,  Francis  Coston, 
Mildred  Taylor  (1975  “Miss  Asbury"),  Sharon  Grant  (runner-up),  and  Linda 
Terrell. 


The  Asbury  Church,  Clinton,  ended 
their  programs  for  1975  with  a  successful 
event,  featuring  the  youth  of  the  church. 
This  is  the  second  year  that  a  program  of 
this  type  has  been  used,  and  it  has 
provided  a  means  of  spotlighting  the 
youth  and  their  many  contributions  to  the 
life  of  the  church  and  community. 

To  add  interest  to  the  occasion  the  title 
of  the  program  was  “Miss  Asbury,”  with 
six  contestants  “competing”  for  the  title. 
The  title  was  captured  by  Miss  Lillian 
Banks.  She  was  crowned  in  special 

Convocation  of  Boards 
Jan.  16-17 

First  Church,  Alexandria 

Convocation  of  Boards,  the  annual 
mid-year  meeting  of  most  conference 
boards  and  agencies  will  be  held  at  First 
Church  Alexandria.  Jan.  16-17.  At  the 
evening  meal  on  Friday  which  begins  at 
6:30  the  General  Conferences  Delegation 
will  present  issues  to  be  considered  at  the 
forth-coming  session  in  Portland  and 
solicit  feed-back  from  those  present. 

Members  of  the  various  boards  and 
commissions  are  being  notified  of  the 
exact  time  of  the  meeting. 


ceremonies  by  Miss  Mildred  Taylor,  who 
had  reigned  in  the  same  position  in  1975. 
As  a  tangible  result  of  this  activity  a  sum 
of  $1,158.34  was  raised  for  the  church. 

Others  who  took  part  were:  Essie 
Kennerson,  Jackie  Kimbrough,  Frances 
Coston,  Linda  Terrell,  and  Sharon  Grant. 
Their  sponsors  and  coordinators  of  the 
program  were:  B.  G.  Johnson,  Willie 
Tutson,  Howard  Grant,  Bruce  Coston, 
Andrew  Taylor  and  Johnny  Matthews. 

The  Rev.  James  A.  Smith  is  Pastor  of 
the  Asbury  Church,  which  is  on  the 
Norwood  Circuit. 


Annual  Meeting 
Lameco  Credit  Union 

Tuesday,  January  20, 1976 
11:30a.m. 

Green  Room  -  Centenary  Cafeteria 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
TO  ELECT 

BOARD  MEMBERS  AND 
DECLARE  DIVIDENDS 
Open  to  All  Members 
and  Prospective  Members 


Shreveport  District  holds 
Parsons  Parsonettes  Party  Slidell  Church’s  Social  Concerns 

Area  supports  “Right  to  Food” 
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P arsons  and  Parsonettes  of  the  Shreveport  District  held  their  annual  Christmas 
party  on  December  12,  and  the  District  Superintendent  and  his  family  were  guests  of 
honor.  Shown  in  this  picture  are  (seated)  -  Mrs.  Garland  Dean,  who  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dean  made  presentations  to  Mrs.  Carl  Lueg ;  and  (standing)  -  David  Lueg,  Dr. 
Lueg,  and  Garland  Dean.  The  party  was  held  at  First  Church  in  Bossier  City,  with 
hosts  and  hostesses  the  George  Pearces,  the  John  Johns,  the  George  Yorks,  the  John 
Hamiltons,  and  Sydney  Claire  Kilpatrick. 


Before  they  sat 
down  to  Holiday 
dinners  last  year, 
members  of  First 
Church.  Slidell, 
were  asked  to  do 
something  concrete 
to  help  the  world's 
hungry.  Mrs.  Judy 
Wood ,  Social 
Concerns  Chair¬ 
man,  spoke  at  both 
services  on  the 
Sunday  prior  to 

Thanksgiving,  and  challenged  the  congregation  to  write  to  representatives  in 
Congress  urging  them  to  support  the  “Right  to  Food "  resolution. 

The  resolution i essentially  declares  that  it  should  be  United  States'  policy  that 
“every  person  in  this  country  and  throughout  the  world  has  the  right  to  a 
nutritionally  adequate  diet." 

In  the  accompanying  photograph,  Mrs.  Wood  and  Mrs.  Jacque  Smith,  members  of 
the  Slidell  Church,  are  shown  mailing  their  own  letters  to  representatives  urging 
support  of  the  resolution. 
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‘Non-viewing  time’  is  important 
for  ‘healthier’  use  of  television 


“Family  viewing  time”  and  the  way 
the  three  major  television  networks  are 
handling  it  is  coming  under  attack  from  a 
number  of  religious  bodies  and 
organizations  (see  TM /  UMR,  Jan.  2). 

Persons  critical  of  the  concept  point 
out  that  what  began  as  a  method  for 
cleaning  up  programming  has  turned 
into  license  to  televise  more  violent  and 
sexually  exploitative  material  later  in 
the  evening. 

F ew  television  viewers  could  deny  this 
has  been  precisely  the  case.  But  although 
the  issue  of  “family  viewing  time”  is  an 
important  one  —  well  worth  the  attention 
of  us  all  —  we  feel  it  is  no  more  important 
than  the  issue  of  “family  non-viewing 
time.” 

Just  as  a  steady  diet  of  violent 
programs  can  adversely  effect  the 
development  of  a  child,  a  constant 
centering  of  family  life  on  television  can 
be  just  as  adverse  to  the  health  of  a 
family. 

There  are  millions  of  American  homes 
where  television  is  an  ever-blaring 
constant.  Dinner  begins  at  the  end  of  the 
evening  news,  children  and  parents 
discuss  the  day  during  the  commercial 
break  of  “The  Waltons,”  and  bedtime  for 
the  baby  is  the  two-minute  intermission 
between  acts  two  and  three  of  “Cannon.” 
Parents  parent  with  one  eye  on  “the 
tube”  and  one  eye  on  the  child.  Children 
read  and  play  with  their  toys  whenever 
nothing  of  interest  can  be  found  on  any 
channel. 

American  families  —  already  living  in 
a  rapid-fire  society  where  little  time  is 
available  for  real  interpersonal  com¬ 
munication  —  are  victimized  further  by 
television,  the  electronic  intruder. 


It  would  be  easy  after  reviewing  what 
television  has  created  in  American 
family  life  to  call  for  a  moratorium  on  its 
use  in  Christian  homes.  Some  religious 
sects  have  done  just  that. 

To  call  for  such  a  moratorium, 
however,  is  to  deny  the  fact  that 
television  has  the  potential  of  being  a 
blessing  as  well  as  a  demon  in  family  life. 
Properly  used,  it  can  be  a  discussion 
starter  rather  than  a  block  to  com¬ 
munication.  In  fact,  the  issue  of 
television  usage  itself  might  be  worthy  of 
some  family-wide  discussion  and 
decision  making. 

Rather  than  banning  television, 
families  need  to  learn  together  to  use 
television  for  maximum  benefit  and 
minimum  disadvantage.  Some  families 
might  want  to  make  “rules”  on  television 
watching  —  for  both  children  and  adults. 
Times  might  be  set  aside  when  television 
is  “off  limits." 

In  some  families  the  television  set 
might  be  moved  from  the  “center”  of 
family  life  by  moving  it  from  the  “cen¬ 
ter”  of  family  activity.  If  there  is  an 
alternative  location  possible  for  the 
television  set  apart  from  the  room  where 
the  family  spends  most  of  its  time,  the 
television  might  be  moved  there. 

Regardless  of  what  method  is  used  to 
solve  the  problem,  the  important  thing  is 
for  families  to  recognize  when  the 
problem  exists.  The  ill  effects  of 
television  can  often  be  solved  more 
quickly  by  the  turn  of  a  knob  than  by  any 
government  regulation.  Institution  of  a 
"family  non-viewing  time”  may 
ultimately  prove  healthier  for  American 
families  than  anything  that  can  be  done 
about  the  issue  of  “family  viewing  time.” 


JANUARY  9,  1976 


My  Witness 

Tithing  is  a  way  of  saying 
6 Thank  you  God,  I  trust  you 9 


I  would  like  to  respond  to  Arthur 
Bowden’s  letter  concerning  tithing 
(TM/  UMR.  Dec.  15)'.  I  was  widowed  at 
23  years  of  age  with  two  children,  one  of 
whom  is  retarded.  I  was  sick,  and  a  year 
after  my  husband’s  death,  seriously 
injured.  I  had  very  little  insurance 
money  and  was  unable  to  work  regularly. 
My  income  was  Social  Security  and  VA 
pension.  But  I  tithed. 

Even  the  insurance  check  was  tithed 
and  I  never  went  without  my  needs  being 
met.  Even  my  silly  desire  for  a  stereo 
record  player  was  met;  God  provided  a 
wonderful  $500  used  one  for  $50,  a  price  I 
could  afford.  He  led  a  church  man  to 
trade  houses  with  me  so  we  could  move 
from  a  $10,000  house  to  a  $30,000  home 
with  many  extras. 

It  was  not  “good  luck.”  It  was  God 
fulfilling  His  promises  that  he  would  open 
a  storehouse  of  blessings  upon  the  faith- 


Here  I  Stand 

What  is  the  role  of  episcopacy 
in  renewal  of  the  church? 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference 


With  this  issue.  6,000  United  Methodist 
families  in  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference  begin  receiving  a 
weekly  conference  edition  of  The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
This  new  edition  —  which  features 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  news  on  page  1, 
plus  three  pages  of  general  news, 
features  and  opinion  related  to  United 
Methodists  —  brings  to  24  the  number  of 
conferences  for  which  TM/  UMR  serves 
as  the  official  publication. 

Additionally,  three  local  congregations 
are  initiating  local  church  editions 
whereby  their  news  is  published  in 
combination  with  annual  conference  and 
general  church  news  and  mailed  to  every 
church  family  every  week.  The  three  new 
editions  —  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri  (Missouri  West 
Conference)  with  850  subscribers;  Polk 
Street  UMC,  Amarillo,  Texas  (Northwest 
Texas  Conference)  with  1800  sub¬ 
scribers;  and  Trinity  UMC,  Palm  Beach 
Gardens,  Florida  (Florida  Conference) 
with  550  subscribers  —  bring  the  total 
number  of  congregations  TM/  UMR 
serves  in  this  way  to  168. 

We  believe  that  our  readers  in  the 
UMC’s  Philadelphia  area  and  in  the  three 
new  local  churches  will  benefit  from  this 
new  weekly  flow  of  information  about  the 
church  into  their  homes.  They  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  join  our  other  readers  in 
contributing  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  and 
other  forms  of  “reader-feedback”  which 
we  regularly  solicit. 

Our  continuing  readers  will  also 
benefit  from  this  new  TM/  UMR  edition. 
New  circulation  such  as  this  selves  to 
offset  a  major  portion  of  the  constantly 
increasing  costs  for  printing  and  mailing 
all  editions. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  may  be  made  known;  to 
provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 


Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  is  possible 
because  United  Methodists  are  a  diverse 
people  who  are,  nevertheless,  united  by 
common  concerns  regardless  of  their 
geographical  location.  By  changing  a  few 
articles,  and  occasionally  entire  pages, 
we  have  found  that  we  can  serve  the 
church  in  many  different  areas  without 
diminishing  our  service  to  those  areas 
which  have  developed  the  ideas  and  the 
realities  known  as  The  Texas  Methodist 
and  the  United  Methodist  Reporter.  With 
this  issue,  TM/  UMR  will  visit  some 
320,000  United  Methodist  homes. 

To  our  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.”  To  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say:  “Thank  you 
for  continuing  to  read  your  edition  of 
TM/  UMR.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  F.  THOMAS  TROTTER 

The  office  of  bishop  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  undergoing  closer 
scrutiny  these  days.  The  report  of  the 
Commission  to  Study  the  Episcopacy  and 
District  Superintendency  (see  TM/UMR, 
October  17)  will  focus  the  discussion  and 
United  Methodists  will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  express  their  judgments  about 
their  expectations  of  this  historic  minis¬ 
try.  While  the  debate  is  likely  to  revolve 
mainly  around  impressions  and  stra¬ 
tegies  rather  than  historical  and  theologi¬ 
cal  reflection,  the  real  questions  remain: 
What  is  the  theological  role  of  the 
episcopacy  and  what  is  its  utility  in  the 
renewal  of  the  church? 

The  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
predecessors  have  sought  always  to 
divide  power  by  counterbalance  and 
interposition.  The  early  Methodist  people 
were  reluctant  to  have  “bishops”  and 
only  grudgingly  accepted  the  notation. 
At  first,  they  were  not  even  called 
“bishops,”  but  custom  prevailed  and 
they  soon  became  bishops  in  name  and 
function.  The  tasks  to  which  bishops  were 
put  were  “superintending”  tasks,  and 
these  were  gradually  shared  by  other 
officers  including  the  “presiding  elders” 
and  the  general  secretaries  of  developing 
agencies  and  boards. 

Except  for  the  absolute  character  of 
the  “appointive  power,”  the  office  of 
bishop  tended  toward  presidential  duties 
(presiding  at  conferences),  ornamental 
functions  (to  be  silent  at  General  Con¬ 
ference),  and  ceremonial  responsibilities 


(representing  the  church  in  public 
arenas).  Recent  structural  changes  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  including 
new  modes  of  nomination  and  election  to 
general  agencies  and  the  breaking  of  the 
expectation  that  bishops  were  normally 
chairpersons  of  national  boards, 
deprived  the  office  of  still  other  functions 
that  defined  authority  and  leadership. 
The  regionalization  of  the  episcopacy 
further  weakened  its  national  character 
and  its  prominence.  The  net  effect  of 
these  recent  adjustments  raised  again 
the  question  of  what  is  unique  and 
necessary  in  the  episcopal  office. 

Among  the  important  definitions  of  the 
historic  episcopal  office  is  that  of 
Cyprian,  bishop  of  Carthage  in  the  third 
century,  who  suggested  that  “where  the 
bishop  is,  there  is  the  church.”  While  this 
seems  harsh  on  modern  ears  grown  wary 
of  monarchial  modes  of  administration, 
the  intention  behind  the  phrase  is  worth 
pondering. 

In  Cyprians  time,  divisions  within  the 
church  were  tearing  it  asunder.  Attacks 
by  enemies  were  assaulting  it  from 
without.  The  need  was  unity  —  visible, 
focused  attention  upon  the  wholeness  of 
ministry.  To  see  the  bishop  was  to  see 
personalized  the  entire  range  of  history 
and  hope  in  the  Gospel.  That  is  why  or¬ 
dination  and  other  central  events  in  the 
church’s  life  were  attended  to  by  the 
bishop. 

It  may  be  that  our  period  of  history  is 
not  unlike  that  of  the  early  ehurqji. 
Competing  world  views  distract  at- 


Thomas  Trotter 

tention.  Our  society  is  shaken  by  internal 
strife  and  loss  of  coherence.  The  church 
is  frequently  tempted  to  model  its  life 
and  action  in  response  to  external  events 
and  strategies  inferior  to  those  of  the 
Gospel.  The  episcopal  office  may  well  be 
our  primary  personalistic  symbol  of  the 
unity  we  need  in  our  purpose  and  in¬ 
tention  in  Christ. 

To  move  the  office  of  bishop  in  the 
direction  of  a  more  intentional  style  is 
our  task.  United  Methodists  seem  always 
eager  to  change  the  structures  of  their 
life  together  in  order  to  address  the 
problems  of  administrative  clarity.  More 
attention  to  the  expectations  we  have  of 
bishops  to  be  outspoken  in  public  arenas, 
thoughtful  in  theological  address  and 
instructive  in  faith  might  provide  a  more 
effective  possibility  of  renewal. 

McLuhan’s  famous  dictum,  "the 
medium  is  the  message,”  is  not  all  that 
modern.  Cyprian  said  the  same  thing 
when  he  suggested  that  the  quality  of 
the  episcopacy  is  the  message  of  the 
church’s  integrity. 

Can  we  require  of  ourselves  more 
imaginative  ways  of  providing  an  ef¬ 
fective  episcopal  office  than  further 
limitation  on  its  scope  and  authority? 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Dr.  Thomas 
Trotter,  is  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


ful.  No  matter  what  happened,  God  was 
faithful  in  providing  for  me.  I  had  bills  to 
pay,  but  the  bills  were  always  taken  care 
of. 

I  raised  my  children  with  the  church  as 
their  family.  We  attended  every  meeting 
we  were  allowed  in.  I  can  think  of  no 
better  atmosphere  for  a  young  widow  and 
her  children.  After  four  and  one-half 
years,  God  sent  a  man  into  my  life,  and 
we’ve  been  married  7  years  now.  I  know 
he’s  more  of  a  husband  than  I  prayed  for, 
and  he’s  a  good  father  to  my  children. 

My  husband  and  I  tithe.  Even  when  he 
was  out  of  work  for  five  months,  we 
tithed.  We  have  so  much  to  praise  God 
for!  God  provides  all  we  have. 

We  recommend  tithing  and  giving!  Lay 
not  treasures  up  here  on  earth  where 
moth  and  dust  corrupt,  but  lay  up 
treasures  in  heaven.  We  know  God 
honors  His  word.  Be  obedient  and  He  will 
bless  you! 

We  are  members  in  a  small  church  in 
Utah  that  pays  its  apportionments  in  full. 
We  are  number  one  per  capita  in  giving 
in  the  state.  We  have  budgeted  $600  to 
help  needy  people  in  our  neighborhood 
and  we  give  to  Christian  radio,  the 
Navajo  Mission  and  the  local  mission.  We 
also  provide  food  for  the  hungry.  Our 
church  agrees  to  give! 

We  emphasize  prayer  in  praise  to  God 
and  in  giving  to  mission.  Our  church’s 
finances  are  doing  great!  Why?  We  place 
God  first.  We  acknowledge  Him  to  be 
sovereign  ruler  of  all. 

If  an  individual  or  church  lacks 
finances  to  meet  their  needs,  let  them 
give  to  God  and  His  missions.  I  read 
where  a  church,  in  protest  to  stands 
taken  by  national  United  Methodist 
agencies,  refused  to  pay  all  their  ap¬ 
portionments.  You  know,  I  have  bills  to 
pay,  and  even  though  I  don’t  like  the  way 
the  company  uses  the  money,  I  must  pay 
them  anyway.  God  doesn’t  send  out  due 
notes,  nor  tax  us,  nor  charge  interest. 
Most  banks  and  finance  companies 
charge  more  than  10  percent  interest  on 
loans  and  buddy  you  better  pay  up.  But 
not  God.  He  doesn’t  operate  that  way. 
Why  He  even  gave  His  Son  for  us.  He  asks 
that  we  acknowledge  Him  above  all 
things. 

Tithing  is  a  grace  not  to  boast  about, 
but  through  which  to  say  in  a  small 
way,  “Thank  you  God;  I  trust  you.”  It’s  a 
witness  to  the  unsaved.  It’s  an  example 
for  your  children.  It’s  a  step  in  faith. 
Boast  only  of  God  and  His  blessings.  God 
can  and  does  supply  all  my  needs  —  for 
richer  or  poorer,  in  sickness  or  health,  in 
life  or  death  and  unto  eternity. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life 
with  others. 

The  name  of  this  week's  contributor  is 
withheld  at  her  request. 
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To  the  Editor: 

In  these  days  of  recognition  of  the 
rights  and  personalities  of  people  as 
persons,  there  needs  to  be  a  change  in  the 
field  of  education  and  the  approach  to 
providing  meaningful  experiences  for 
people  to  grow,  share,  and  expand  their 
knowledge.  The  education  of  people  for 
leadership,  whether  it  takes  place  within 
the  church  or  society  in  general,  is  called 
training.  The  word  "training”  can  cause 
a  negative  feeling  within  people. 

I  have  discovered  that  what  we  call 
teacher  training  in  the  church  through 
workshops,  seminars,  laboratories, 
schools  and  so  forth,  often  turn  off 
prospective  participants.  In  the  seminars 
and  workshops  that  I  have  participated 
in,  we  have  discovered  the  value  of 
change  from  using  the  word  training  to 
the  use  of  the  word  “development.”  This 
change  interests  people  and  draws  them 
into  participation.  The  use  of  the  word 
development  comes  from  the  belief  that 
people  learn  when  they  are  part  of  the 
process. 

When  teachers  and  other  leaders 
realize  their  experience  is  valuable  and 
what  they  have  to  share  is  important, 
they  become  motivated.  The  use  of  the 
word  training  seems  to  imply  that  a 
teacher  or  leader  has  not  been  doing 
things  the  right  way,  and  needs  to  start 
over  by  using  the  methods  presented  in 
training.  The  use  of  the  word  develop¬ 
ment  makes  use  of  a  person’s  ac¬ 
complishments.  It  builds  on  experience 
and  creates  importance.  It  tends  to  bring 
change  within  a  person  when  he  or  she 
feels  accepted  as  an  equal  within  the 
educational  process. 

Part  of  the  decline  in  interest  in  the 
Sunday  School  could  be  addressed  by 
providing  an  effective  development 
program  that  helps  teachers  and  leaders 
discover  their  needs  and  plan  a  program 
to  meet  these  needs.  People  are 
motivated  out  of  a  self-discovery  process 
of  which  they  are  a  part.  People  are 
turned  off  by  training  programs  that  are 
imposed  upon  them  by  others.  People 
grow  in  enthusiasm  when  they  use  their 
own  initiative  to  develop  a  personal  style 
that  creates  confidence  and  influences 
others. 

Jesus  used  an  enabling  style  of  helping 
people  learn  about  themselves  and  their 
needs.  A  change  in  terms  with  the  ac¬ 
companying  philosophy  would  provide  an 
effective  ministry  that  would  be  sensitive 
to  the  needs  of  people  as  well  as  provide  a 
realistic  way  to  meet  the  needs  people 
identify.  Mer|e  j  Po(ter 

Ford  City,  Pennsylvania 

WCC  articles  p raised 

To  the  Editor: 

The  U.M.  Reporter  is  one  of  the 
significant  aspects  of  our  church  across 


the  nation.  You  are  meeting  a  major 
need. 

The  Dec.  19  issue  is  excellent  — 
reporting  on  the  WCC  Assembly  which  is 
responsible,  perceptive,  independent  and 
informative. 

As  a  U.M.  pastor  and  a  former  WCC 
staff  executive,  I  thank  you. 

Eugene  L.  Smith 
Denville,  New  Jersey 
The  best  I've  seen 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  19  issue  was  the  best  since 
I’ve  been  reading  TM/  UMR.  I  receive 
three  different  editions  and  have  read 
and  saved  all  three.  Coverage  of  the  WCC 
Assembly  was  outstanding. 

I  get  several  other  denominational 
publications,  and  beside  TM/UMR,  they 
are  handbills. 

C.  H.  Burlingame 
Taos.  New  Mexico 

Santa  editorial  flawed 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  editorial  of  December 
19  on  Christmas,  I  was  disappointed,  not 
in  your  understanding  of  God’s  grace,  or 
your  concern  for  the  blurring  of  religious 
and  cultural  components  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  celebration,  but  in  the  flawed  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Santa  Claus  myth. 

The  gifts  of  Santa  Claus,  though 
misinterpreted  by  culture  and  parents 
alike,  do  not  depend  on  our  worthiness. 
How  many  children  do  you  know  (in¬ 
cluding  yourself)  who.  though  cautioned 
or  even  threatened  about  the  need  for 
good  behavior,  were  denied  gifts  in  the 
absence  of  that  behavior?  The  absence  of 
such  denial  is  pure  grace. 

The  problem  is  not  in  the  myth:  it  is  full 
of  grace  when  so  interpreted.  The 
problem,  as  in  our  religious  un¬ 
derstandings,  is  in  our  corruption  of  the 
myth. 

Walter  R.  Dickhaut  Jr. 

Springfield.  Ohio 


Initials  shouldn't 
he  used  for  church 
To  the  Editor: 

And  now  it  has  happened.  A  large 
headline  declares  “U.M.  called  to  shape 
the  future.”  I  had  hoped  we  would  not 
begin  using  initials  to  designate  the' 
United  Methodist  Church.  I  realize  that 
printing  space  is  valuable,  but  when 
these  initials  carry  over  in  to  the  spoken 
language,  it  is  most  unfortunate. 

In  my  early  ministry,  they  said  that  I 
belonged  to  the  “M.E.  Church.” 
Admittedly  “Methodist  Episcopal”  was  a 
mouthful.  My  neighboring  churches  were 
called  the  “Evans”  and  the  “U.B.’s.” 
They  were  later  called  the  “E.U.B.’s.” 
Happily  along  came  the  merger  that 
brought  about  simply  “The  Methodist 
Church.”  We  were  no  longer  designated 
the  “EE  You  Bees.”  Now,  with  union,  we 
are  back  to  “You  EMs.”  How  un¬ 
fortunate  that  in  common  speech  we 
bandy  about  these  initials.  I  do  not  like  to 
be  called  in  frivolous  manner  a  “You 
Em”  (U.M.).  I  am  proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist. 

Elbert  Wilson 
Orlando,  Florida 

Book  on  sexuality  is 
already  available 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  do  we  need  a  new  study  book  on 
sexuality?  The  Christian  Faith  in  Life 
Series  includes  such  a  book  entitled, 
“God  and  Human  Sexuality.”  This  is  an 
excellent  study  to  use  on  the  local  church 
level  and  opens  the  door  to  realization 
that  human  sexuality  is  a  wide  subject.  It 
is  concerned  with  more  than  homo¬ 
sexuality,  for  instance,  although  that  is 
included. 

This  study  book  is  available  at  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  The  authors  do  not 
specifically  recommend  rewriting  the 
Social  Principles  regarding  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Is  this  why  a  new  book  is 
needed? 

How  many  local  groups  have  already 
used  the  excellent  resources  that  are 
available  now? 

Mrs.  Harold  Fitch 
Sturgis,  South  Dakota 

Why  reprint  Bible 
in  our  curriculum ? 

To  the  Editor: 

My  letter  is  in  response  to  the  letter 
from  the  reader  in  Florida  who  says  that 
our  Methodist  publications  are  lacking  in 
inspirational  materials,  Bible  stories, 
and  scriptures  from  God’s  Holy  Word 
(TM/  UMR.  Oct.  17). 

May  I  ask  why  —  when  every  member 
of  a  Methodist  Church  School  over  the 
third  grade  should  possess  a  Bible  — 


should  the  Bible  be  reprinted  in  the  other 
curriculum  materials?  Rather,  should 
not  these  materials  serve  as  a  guide  for 
using  the  Bible  itself  and  making  it  more 
effective  in  our  lives?  Do  we  want  to 
discourage  the  use  of  the  Bible  by 
reprinting  it  piecemeal  in  our  other 
publications? 

For  myself,  I  find  the  Methodist 
curriculum  materials  so  full  of  guidelines 
for  a  more  meaningful  Christian  life 
through  a  better  understanding  of  the 
message  of  the  Bible,  by  its  direct  use 
and  study,  that  it  is  virtually  impossible 
to  use  all  the  suggestions  in  the  time  that 
is  allotted  to  us. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Montgomery 

Shreveport.  Louisiana 

Letter  writers  ‘ look 
Bible  out  of  context' 

To  the  Editor: 

The  letters  of  F.  Olin  Stockwell  of 
Denver  and  Jim  McChesney  of  Fridley, 
Minnesota  (TM/  UMR,  Dec.  19)  are 
perfect  examples  of  taking  our  Bible  out 
of  context.  How  can  we  make  the 
decisions  for  the  church  in  Loveland? 
Are  we  to  judge?  Or  does  the  Bible  say 
we  should  judge  our  fellowman?  Do  “all” 
of  the  Methodist  members  and  friends 
support  the  anti-gun  laws,  homosexuals 


and  other  points  of  contention?  Try 
giving  a  Russian  your  coat;  he  will  take 
it.  They  support  Christianity  too  don’t 
they?  Give  all  of  our  draft  dodgers  a  free 
rein;  they  will  soon  have  the  wagon 
(U.S.A.)  and  our  church  in  the  U.S.S.R.. 
Did  the  Lord  sanction  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah? 

Let’s  don’t  be  such  hypocrites  as  to 
take  our  personal  issues  and  try  to  fit  the 
Scriptures  with  them.  Why  not  separate 
the  church  and  being  a  Christian  from 
petty  politics?  I’m  opposed  to  taking 
weapons  away  because  this  is  the  first 
step  in  taking  away  our  freedom  of 


Alaska! 

1976, 

26th  Annual 
Cruise-Tour 
for  United 
Methodists 

Send  for  full  color  bro¬ 
chure  describing  this 
expertly  plnnned  and  con¬ 
ducted,  all  expense  cruise- 
tour  to  America’s  last 
frontier.  Join  a  congenial 
group  who  enjoy  friendly 
travel  together.  Combine  thrilling  scenery, 
a  restful  voyage  in  cool  northern  waters 
and  good  fellowship! 

Leaving  Chicago  in  late  July  for  21  days, 
See  the  Inside  Passage,  Ketchikan,  Juneau, 
Mendenhall  Glacier,  Wrangell,  Skagway. 
Lake  Bennett,  Alaska  and  the  Yukon.  Gla¬ 
cier  National  Park,  Waterton  Lakes,  Banff, 
Lake  Louise,  Victoria  and  the  Pacific 
Northwest  also  included.  Brochure  sent 
with  no  obligation. 

Methodist  Alaska  Cruise-Tour 

c/o  Carefree  Travel,  Inc. 

401  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  I L  60611 


speech  and  religion. 

Jim  Samuel 
Meeker,  Colorado 
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United 

Methodists 

acknowledge 

we  are 

One  Church  — 
Many  Cultures 

In  more  than  a  hundred 
places  and  in  a  thousand 
ways  we  express  a  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  all  people. 

Human  Relations  Day 
January  25  •  1976 


For  materials  or 
information  write: 

United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  III.  60201 
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United  Methodists  join  campaign  against  T.B, 


PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti  —  On  a  November  morning,  506 
children  in  a  tiny  mountain  village  above  Mirogoane,  Haiti 
became  the  first  of  hoped  for  thousands  to  be  vaccinated 
against  tuberculosis  by  the  Campaign  Against  Tuberculosis 
[CAT].  CAT  is  a  part  of  a  nondenominational  Christian 
mission  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Child  Care  Foundation, 
Inc.  whose  main  office  is  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Child  Care  Foun¬ 
dation  is  largely  supported  bv  the  United  Methodist  Church 


through  Advanced  Specials. 

It  is  the  goal  of  Child  Care  Foundation  and  its  three  phase 
mission  program  to  wipe  out  tuberculosis  in  the  developing 
nation  of  Haiti,  a  country  in  which  almost  50%  of  the  children 
die  of  that  disease.  The  photo  shows  Mr.  Henry  Koop,  co¬ 
ordinator  of  the  CAT  program,  vaccinating  a  Haitian  child  in 
her  mother’s  arms. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


U.M.  Congress  on  Evangelism 
tells  church  “evangelize  America’ 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 


PHILADELPHIA -  With  a  ringing  call 
to  give  Christ  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  the  United  Methodist  Congress  on 
Evangelism  opened  the  Bicentennial 
year  here  Jan.  4  as  the  first  national 
convention  of  1976  in  this  the  Bicentennial 
city. 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  Atlanta 
Area,  told  2,300  evangelism  leaders  from 
across  the  church  that  the  trends  of  the 
nation,  “which  are  alarming  and 
dangerous,”  are  all  “reversible.”  And 
during  the  Bicentennial  year,  Bishop 
Cannon  said,  “I  pray  God  that  it  will  be 
the  birth  of  a  new  sense  of  responsibility, 
a  commitment  to  Christian  values,  a 
resurgence  of  moral  fervor  and  a  genuine 
spirituality.” 

Evangelism  should  be  “the  priority  of 
the  church,”  the  bishop  said.  “This  is  the 
opportunity  for  those  of  us  who  believe  in 
evangelism.” 

The  keynote  address  was  to  have  been 
delivered  by  President  Gerald  R.  Ford, 
but  the  President  cancelled  his  ap¬ 
pearance  two  weeks  ago  because  of  a 
pressing  schedule  and  sent  greetings  to 
the  assembly. 

Thirteen  simultaneous  evangelism 
conferences  took  place  here  Jan.  4-8 
under  the  theme  “The  Spirit  of  Christ  in 
’76”  —  calling  for  repentance,  resolution 
and  renewal.  Planned  by  the  Council  on 
Evangelism  and  the  evangelism  section 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  many 
persons  from  across  the  nation  took  part 
in  the  conferences.  The  two  sessions  with 
the  largest  registration  were  ones  en¬ 
titled  “The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit*’  and 
“Local  Church  Evangelism.” 

Other  conferences  included:  relational 
evangelism,  lay  witness,  prayer  and 
devotional  life,  proclamation  ministries, 
youth  evangelism,  innovative  worship, 
leisure  ministries  and  stewardship. 
Three  conferences  dealt  particularly 
with  “young  ministers  and  their  wives,” 
full  time  conference  evangelists  and 
seminary  students. 

In  a  welcome  address  to  participants, 
Bishop  James  Ault  of  the  Philadelphia 
Area  noted  that  it  was  appropriate  that  a 
religious  conference  begin  the  Bicen- 

You  can  help! 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  You  can  help  shape 
the  direction  in  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  move  in  the  1980s. 

At  least,  that’s  the  hope  offered  by  the 
church’s  major  program  coordinating 
agency  through  a  new  opinion 
questionnaire  released  here.  The 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  is 
urging  individual  members  and  groups  to 
express  their  concern  about  desirable 
and  undesirable  directions  the  church 
should  move  as  we  enter  America’s  third 
'  century  and  toward  United  Methodism’s 
bicentennial  in  1984. 

“Tell  us  what  you  are  willing  to  do  to 
improve  our  church,  society,  nation  and 
world,”  the  survey  request  says.  “Tell  us 
what  trends  or  directions  you  are  willing 
to  help  bring  about  or  to  help  deter  or 
stop.  And  tell  us  how  you  might  work  to 
do  this.” 

An  immediate  response  is  needed. 
Questionnaires  must  be  received  by  Jan. 
31  to  allow  compilation  and  presentation 
to  the  GCOM  meeting  in  mid-March. 

Questions  number  1  should  be  an¬ 
swered  “if  you  believe  you  should  work  to 
develop  favorable  directions;”  questions 
number  2  “if  you  believe  you  should  work 
to  avoid  unfavorable  directions;”  and  the 
two  pairs  “if  you  believe  you  can  act 
usefully  in  both  ways.” 

(1A)  What  trends,  events,  directions, 
issues,  etc.  are  you  willing  to  work  for  to 
bring  about  change  in  the  future  to  im- 


tennial  year  here.  He  said  the  founding 
fathers  began  the  nation  on  a  spiritual 
foundation  here  and  American 
Methodism  had  its  roots  in  this  city. 

Keynoting  on  the  survival  of  America, 
Bishop  Cannon  said  the  duration  of  the 
nation  is  “problematical”  and  depends 
on  the  reversal  of  three  trends:  (1)  en¬ 
vironmental  deterioration,  (2)  social 
polarization,  and  (3)  corporate  loss  of 
self  control. 

The  bishop  claimed  that  the  “melting 
pot”  concept  has  made  the  United  States 
the  pride  and  envy  of  the  world,  but  that 
recent  minority  group  consciousness  had 
polarized  society. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  Apr.  27-May  8  in 
Portland.  Ore.  TM/UMR  presents  the 
second  in  a  series  of  articles  sum¬ 
marizing  some  of  the  major  issues  to  face 
the  delegates. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodism’s  temporary 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (CSRW)  will  ask  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  April  to  make  it  a  standing 
commission  and  let  it  get  on  with  its 
“unfinished  business.” 

Charged  with  increasing  women’s 
participation  in  the  total  life  and 
leadership  of  the  church,  CSRW  was 
created  by  the  1972  General  Conference 
for  one  quadrennium.  Now  petitioning  to 
extend  its  lifeline,  the  commission  has 
the  backing  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
and  a  number  of  other  boards  and 
agencies. 

Why  a  more  permanent  mandate?  The 
main  reason  is  a  simple  one,  says  CSRW 
president  Ms.  Barbara  Thompson,  of 
Washington,  D.C.  The  job  is  not  finished 
yet.  “It  would  be  poor  stewardship,”  she 
maintains,  “not  to  build  on  the 


prove  today’s  situation? 

( IB )  What  are  you  willing  to  do  to  help 
achieve  the  trends,  events,  directions, 
issues  which  you  described  in  Question 
1A? 

(2A.)  What  trends,  events,  directions, 
issues,  etc.  are  you  willing  to  work  to 
deter  or  stop  in  the  future  in  order  to 
improve  today’s  situation? 

(2B. )  What  are  you  willing  to  do  to  help 
deter  or  stop  the  trends,  events,  direc¬ 
tions,  issues  which  you  described  in 
Question  2A? 

Other  requested  information  follows: 
Please  provide  us  with  the  following 
information.  It  will  help  us  decide 
whether  this  approach  is  effective. 
However,  your  answer  will  be  counted 
even  if  you  do  not  want  to  provide  us  with 
this  data. 

Indicate  whether  the  information  on 
this  form  was  developed  by  an  individual 
or  a  group  of  persons.  If  a  group,  indicate 
the  nature  of  the  group  (such  as  church 
school  class,  Council  on  Ministries,  etc.) 

Pleaje  describe  the  process  used  to 
develop  the  response  (to  the  numbered 
questions). 

Please  indicate  whether  the  process 
was  useful  to  you,  what  you  gained  from 
the  process,  how  it  could  be  better.  In 
other  words,  let  us  know  your  direction. 

Return  the  questionnaire  by  Jan.  31, 
1976  to  Alan  K.  Waltz,  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  United  Methodist  Church,  601 
W.  Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45406. 


Today  we  have  quota  systems,  he  said. 
“Where  a  person  comes  from  and  what 
his  origins  were  are.more  important  than 
who  he  is  as  a  human  being  and  what  he 
can  do  constructively  for  the  good  of 
society  and  the  improvement  of  the 
common  lot.” 

Bishop  Cannon  was  particularly 
critical  of  the  quota  system  within  the 
church.  “For  the  first  time  in  the  history- 
of  Christianity.”  he  said,  “self-interest 
groups  are  emerging  from  within  the 
ranks  of  the  faithful.  They  organize  in 
behalf  of  themselves,  while  heretofore 
the  mission  of  the  church  has  always 
been  in  behalf  of  those  outside  the 
church.” 


knowledge  and  awareness  the  com¬ 
mission  has  already  created  and  the 
expectations  it  has  raised  for  women  in 
the  church.” 

GCOM  general  secretary  Ned  Dewire 
agrees.  “CSRW  has  demonstrated  the 
need  for  attention  to  this  critical  area,” 
he  told  TM/UMR.  “It  has  established 
Commissions  on  women  in  two-thirds  of 
our  annual  conferences.  Not  to  create  a 
standing  commission  would  be  to  deny 
the  reality  of  all  that  has  been  done.” 

Ultimately,  the  commission  hopes  to 
work  itself  out  of  a  job.  Its  stated  goal  is 
to  “expunge  sexism  from  church 
policies  and  practices  and  to  educate 
the  whole  church  in  inclusive  styles  of 
behavior  so  that  a  CSRW  will  no  longer 
be  necessary.” 

Women  represent  54  percent  of  the 
total  membership  of  the  UMC,  statistics 
indicate. 

If  it’s  approved  by  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  fledgling  commission 
probably  will  begin  life  with  a  lot  more 
money  than  it  had  as  a  temporary  body 
but  a  lot  less  than  its  members  believe  it 
needs.  It  operated  this  year  on  an  actual 
budget  of  less  than  $70,000.  The  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  has  assigned  it  a  tentative  allo¬ 
cation  of  $800,000  for  the  quadrennium 
—  far  less  than  the  two  million  dollars  it 
requested  but  the  largest  percentage 
increase  of  any  UMC  board  or  agency. 

CSRW  is  still  undecided  about  ap¬ 
pealing  the  funding,  either  to  a  special 
joint  committee  of  GCOM  and  GCFA  or 
directly  to  the  General  Conference,  Ms. 
Thompson  said.  “We’re  disappointed  not 
to  get  more  funding,"  she  said.  “We’ve 
struggled  to  do  the  few  things  we  did  with 
such  limited  resources.” 

One  major  concern  for  the  new 
quadrennium,  she  said,  would  be  helping 
conferences  and  local  churches  deal  with 
the  women’s  issue.  “So  far  we’ve  had  to 
make  our  impact  at  the  level  most  easily 
reached,  through  work  with  other  boards 
and  agencies,  for  example.” 

The  Commission  will  also  ask  General 
Conference  to  make  40  percent  of  the 
executive  staffs  of  every  general  agency 
women,  and  to  produce  several  pieces  of 
legislation  geared  to  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  level: 

•  A  one-third  clergy,  one-third 
laywomen,  one-third  laymen  ratio  for 
membership  on  conference  councils, 
boards  and  agencies; 

•  Creation  of  Commissions  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  in  all  annual 
conferences ; 

•  A  new  make-up  of  conference 
boards  of  ministry,  to  include  one-half 
laypersons,  of  whom  one-half  are 
women;  and  not  fewer  than  $ix 
clergy  persons,  at  least  one  of  them  a 
woman  unless  no  woman  is  available  or 
willing  to  serve. 

Goals  outlined  in  the  proposal  for  per¬ 
manent  status  for  CSRW  include  leader¬ 
ship  enablement  for  women,  resources 
and  communication,  affirmative  action 
and  advocacy  programs,  and  inter¬ 
agency  coordination  of  efforts  >o  include 
women  in  the  life  of  the  total  church. 


Shape  the  church  for 
the  1980s,  survey  asks 


Commission  wants  to  finish 
its  unfinished  business 


Women  examine  missions 

10-year  review  says  church  stepped  i backwards 9 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  Mission  work  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  taken  some 
"steps  backward”  since  1964,  according 
to  a  10-year  review  of  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  now  in  its  final  draft  stages. 
That  was  the  year  when  the  autonomous 
women’s  mission  program  was  merged 
with  that  of  the  general  church. 

“The  1964  General  Conference  vote,  in 
the  name  of  ‘efficiency’  was  really  a  put 
down  bv  the  church  ‘professionals’  of 
what  they  like  to  call  ‘the  little  old 
ladies  in  tennis  shoes’,”  said  Theressa 
Hoover,  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Women’s  Division,  New  York.  “But, 
the  ‘professional’  stream  of  the  church 
hasn’t  delivered,  and  that’s  a  step  back¬ 
wards." 

Church  women  have  long  wanted  to  be 
rid  of  the  stereotype  that  mission  was 
only  “women’s  work.”  The  ideal  in  1964 
was  that  the  areas  of  children,  youth, 
studWit,  missionary  personnel  and 
schools  of  mission  were  to  be  picked  up 
by  the  total  church  through  its  agencies. 
“But  no  one  can  say  today  that  these 
areas  have  been  strengthened  over  the 
last  10  years,”  Ms.  Hoover  said. 

Observations  drawn  from  the  10-year 
review  and  contact  with  officers  of  the  1.5 
million  member  organization  of  United 
Methodist  Women  (UMW)  indicate 
dissatisfaction  at  the  following  points: 

•  Leadership  development  of  women, 
particularly  overseas,  and  children’s 
work  have  been  neglected. 

•  Missionary  education  of  children 
and  youth  has  been  “diluted.” 

•  United  Methodist  Women  are  in¬ 
creasingly  viewed  only  as  a  source  of 
money  by  the  rest  of  the  church. 

•  Women  are  being  “cut  out”  of 
decision  .  and  policy-making  for  the 
programs  they  are  asked  to  fund. 

•  Properties,  mostly  community 
centers  and  medical  and  educational 
institutions,  owned  by  church  women, 
are  not  being  properly  maintained  by 
other  agencies  of  the  church  operating 
programs  in  them. 

•  A  ‘depersonalization’  of  mission 
between  local  members  and  missionary 
personnel  set  in  as  direct  contact  was  lost 
through  the  1964  restructuring. 

•  Tensions  between  a  strong  tradition 
of  “volunteerism”  in  United  Methodist 
Women/  Women’s  Division  and  “church 
professionalism”  continue. 

Women  and  children  key 

“The  key  issue  we  have  to  come  to 
grips  with  is  our  primary  concern  for 
women  and  children,”,  said  Ms.  Joyce 
Sohl,  UMW  vice-president  and  chair¬ 
person  of  the  section  on  finance. 

“The  whole  reason  for  the  women’s 
missionary  movement  ever  starting  over 
100  years  ago  was  the  neglect  of  ministry 
to  women  and  children.  That  is  still  our 
major  concern,  and  we  are  questioning 
whether  this  is  a  primary  concern  in 
what  is  being  called  mission  today,”  she 
said. 

Ms.  Sohl  recently  returned  from  an  on¬ 
site  visit  to  Asian  mission  work  to  gather 
data  for  the  10-year  review.  She  reported 
that  the  leadership  development  of 
women  overseas  has  been  a  very  low 
funding  priority  over  the  last  10  years. 

“The  question  about  women’s  and 
children’s  concerns  in  mission  has  been 
raised  repeatedly  across  the  church,” 
Ms.  Hazel  Cummings,  national  president 
of  United  Methodist  Women,  confirmed. 
She  said  the  division  is  taking  a  hard  look 
at  possible  neglect  in  these  areas  and  did 
not  preclude  the  possibility  that  the 
division  might  pick  up  some  which  the 
church  hasn’t. 

The  review  observes  that  “education 
for  everybody"  to  be  in  mission  has 
replaced  “missionary  education”  as  a 
concept  in  church  school  curriculum. 
And.  it  states,  while  “education  for 
mission”  was  incorporated  throughout 
the  children’s  curriculum  on  a  year- 
round  basis,  those  concerned  with 
missionary  education  for  children  see 
this  as  a  diluted  substitute  for  formerly 
strong  programs. 

Viewed  as  source  of  money 

“It  may  be  that  the  giving  of  United 
Methodist  Women  to  mission  is  just 
making  it  possible  for  the  church  to  be 
more  and  more  delinquent  in  its 
responsibility  for  support  of  mission 
through  World  Service,”  Ms.  Hoover  said 
in  relation  to  financial  aspects  of  the 
review. 

Two  GCOM 
staff  positions  open 
for  applicants 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  The  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM)  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  seeking  immediate 
nominations  and  applications  of  qualified 
persons  for  two  vacancies  on  the  staff, 
each  an  Assistant  General  Secretary. 
GCOM  is  the  program  coordinating 
agency  for  the  church. 

Persons  need  to  be  “multi-skilled  .  .  . 
able  to  work  with  several  areas  of 
ministry  and  issues,”  said  the  Rev. 
Norman  E.  Dewire,  general  secretary. 
“Thus,  we  are  looking  for  persons  who 
have  the  following  skills  and  interests: 
openness,  adaptable,  supportive  giving, 
credibility,  issue  and  problem-solving 
oriented,  understands  whole  church, 
collaborative  style  and  purposeful,”  he 
said. 

The  deadline  for  applications  is  March 
1,  1976.  Persons  wishing  to  make  ap¬ 
plication  or  nomination (s)  should  write 
the  Search  committee  chairperson.  Dr. 
Julian  A.  Lindsey,  P.O.  Box  12005, 
Charlotte,  N.C.  28205. 


United  Methodist  Women  support  40 
percent  of  the  budget  of  both  the  National 
and  World  divisions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  well  as  the 
Education  and  Cultivation  division  and 
their  own  operating  expenses.  Or  a  total 
of  approximately  $14  million  per  year. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  church  is 
relying  increasingly  on  the  UMW  as  a 
source  of  money,  women  have  been 
"twice-removed”  from  decisions 
relating  to  projects  they  are  asked  to 
fund,  Ms.  Hoover  said. 

“While  still  retaining  the  right  to  fund 
or  not  fund  projects,  it  has  been  in¬ 
creasingly  difficult  to  maintain  our 
specific  concerns,”  Ms.  Sohl  concurred. 

The  loss  of  lay  women  in  leadership 
positions  on  annual  conference  advisory 
committees,  boards  of  directors  and 
executive  directorships  of  the  com¬ 
munity  centers  and  institutions  owned  by 
church  women  has  been  keenly  felt  since 
the  National  Division  assumed  manage¬ 
ment. 

For  example,  in  1964  two-thirds  of  the 
community  center  executive  directors 
were  women;  in  1974,  two-thirds  were 
men. 

“Programs  turned  over  to  the  National 
division  are  still  operating  off  the  backs 
of  UmW  giving,  said  ivis.  Hoover.  “In 
another  10  years,  the  women  could  be 
screened  out  of  any  participation  in 
decision  making  and  be  asked  to  carry 
70-80  percent  of  the  financial  load." 

“We’r#»  not  at  the  point  of  withdrawing 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  While  not  agreeing  that 
all  charges  made  are  valid,  officials  of 
the  two  largest  divisions  of  United 
Methodism’s  chief  missions  agency  say 
they  are  pleased  that  the  Women’s 
Division  has  called  them  to  “self- 
examination"  through  a  “Ten-Year 
Review”  now  being  drafted  (see  story 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

The  report  charges  that  the  National 
Division  and  the  World  Division  —  plus 
two  other  and  smaller  divisions  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  have 
“dropped  the  ball”  in  many  areas  of 
mission  passed  on  to  them  more  than  ten 
years  ago  by  the  then  autonomous 
women’s  mission  program. 

Although  officials  of  the  two  divisions 
admit  some  valid  points  are  made  and 
say  they  welcome  such  an  airing  of 
feelings  by  the  Women’s  Division,  they 
claim  that  all  facts  are  not  “in  per¬ 
spective.” 

Beverley  Berry,  treasurer  of  the 
National  Division  and  a  person  who  has 
helped  prepare  a  reply  to  the  review,  said 
that  her  division  has  been  rightly 
chastised  by  the  review  at  a  number  of 
points,  but  that  “times  have  changed  and 
the  review  has  not  always  taken  that  fact 
into  account.” 

A  former  staffperson  of  the  Women’s 
Division  herself,  Ms  Berry  said  the 
world  situation  has  changed  enough  in 
the  past  ten  years  that  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  compare  how  things  were 
done  then  to  how  they  are  done  now. 

Admitting  that  the  National  Division 
has  not  adequately  maintained  some 
properties  turned  over  to  it  by  the 
Women’s  Division,  she  said  the  choice 
has  often  been  “program  or 
property.”  “Funds  have  just  not 
been  available  in  some  cases  to  do  an 
adequate  job  of  maintaining  property,” 
she  said.  “The  difference  in  the  job  we 
are  doing  has  more  to  do  with  changes  in 
time  than  changes  in  structure.” 

Asked  about  charges  that  the  per¬ 
centage  of  women  in  professional  level 
positions  has  not  come  up  to  1964 
agreements,  she  said  statistics  bear  out 
that  fact.  She  said  .  the  minimum 
“disciplinary  requirement”  is  that  a 
third  of  all  National  Division  staffpersons 
be  women.  That  percentage  was  not  met 
until  1967  and  then  fell  back  below  the  one 
third  level  in  1973. 

Asked  if  she  feels  this  shows  a  "spirit” 
of  compliance,  she  said  she  does  not 
believe  it  does.  “The  history  of  the 
National  Division  has  shown  a  minimum 


support,  although  that  is  a  valid 
possibility.  I  would  guess  correctives  will 
be  tried  within  the  system,"  she  said. 

Depersonalization  of  mission 

As  local  women  lost  direct  contact  with 
missionary  personnel  and  immediate 
needs,  formerly  simple  channels  of 
giving  disappeared  and  interpretation  of 
giving  became  more  difficult,  the  review 
notes. 

Another  source  of  dissatisfaction  has 
been  the  church’s  non-compliance  with 
the  “Discipline”  which  guaranteed  that 
women  would  fill  40  percent  of  the 
executive  staff  positions  in  the  former 
Board  of  Missions  and  the  present  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

The  irony  of  the  virtual  shut  out  of 
women  from  key  leadership  in  both  the 
national  and  international  mission 
program  since  1964  is  that  much  of  that 
program  had  been  founded,  funded  and 
managed  by  women  tor  over  a  century, 
the  review  notes. 

A  slight  change  came  in  1972  as  non- 
compliance  with  the  Disciplinary 
requirements  began  to  be  openly 
questioned  by  members  of  the  Women’s 
division. 

Recommendations  related  to  the 
problems  cited  in  the  10-year  review  will 
be  developed  by  the  division’s  long  range 
planning  committee  at  a  Jan.  10-13 
meeting,  Ms.  Cummings  said.  The  full 
division  will  meet  in  March  to  act  on  the 
review  and  the  recommendations. 


spirit  of  compliance,”  she  said,  “but  the 
division  has  always  been  striving  for  a 
minimum  when  it  should  have  been  using 
that  as  a  base  to  reach  even  higher.” 

Neal  F.  Fisher,  National  Division 
planning  director  and  also  a  person 
working  on  the  reply  to  the  review,  said 
the  review  has  been  a  “positive”  force  on 
the  division  and  has  “helped  us  examine 
some  long-held  opinions  about  the  way 
we  work.” 

He  said  the  division  will  prepare  a 
reply  for  presentation  to  the  Women's 
Division  later  this  month. 

Dr  Lois  Miller,  chief  executive  for  the 
World  Division,  said  much  of  the  review 
is  “accurate”  but  said  she  feels  it  is  not 
accurate  to  say  the  past  ten  years  has 
seen  a  "step  backwards”  in  mission. 

“We  must  look  at  where  we  are  in  the 
context  of  the  life  of  the  church,"  she 
said.  “If  (mission!  structure  had  not 
changed,  I  doubt  if  that  would  ultimately 
have  made  mvc-h  difference  in  how 
mission  evolved.  She  agreed  with  of¬ 
ficials  in  the  National  Division  who  said 
changing  times  rather  than  changing 
structures  have  made  the  difference. 

Regarding  the  charges  that  the  World 
Division  has  neglected  leadership 
development  for  women  overseas,  Dr. 
Miller  said  she  does  not  feel  such  a 
neglect  has  taken  place  "It  is  harder  and 
harder  to  advocate  these  days  in 
autonomous  churches  overseas,”  she 
said,  “but  in  general  I  find  a  greater 
awareness  of  the  needs  of  women  than 
ever  before.” 

i  >n  the  charge  that  mission  efforts  have 
become  “depersonalized.”  she  said  that 
the  “communications  system  is  dif¬ 
ferent.” 

I  guess  from  the  standpoint  of  in¬ 
dividual  groups  having  a  personal  re¬ 
lationship  with  individual  missionaries, 
mission  may  be  depersonalized  in  the 
view  of  some  persons,”  she  said.  “But 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  number  of 
persons  actively  supporting  mission,  the 
personal  contact  with  the  whole  idea  of 
mission  has  increased.” 

Dr.  Doris  Hess,  an  executive  secretary 
in  the  World  Division,  said  that  criticism 
about  the  World  Division  promoting  less 
training  for  women  overseas  is  “out  of 
balance.”  She  said  “awareness”  is  on  the 
increase  overseas  in  the  areas  of 
women’s  concerns. 

Responding  to  charges  that  mission 
has  taken  “a  step  backwards”  since  1964, 
Dr.  Hess  said  that  when  the  totality  of  the 
mission  effort  is  considered,  no  such 
criticism  is  valid. 


Now... 

exciting  discoveries  of 
the  poiver  of  prayer 

by  CATHERINE 
^  MARSHALL 


Effective  prayer  for  today’s  needs  .  .  a 
mother  relinquishes  her  dying  daughter  to 
the  Lord  and  a  dramatic  healing  follows 
an  impoverished  young  man  realizes 
the  impossible  dream  of  an  international 
career.  ...  In  this  classic  collection  of 
true-life  experiences,  Catherine  Marshall 
shows  how  your  prayers  can  bring  you 
God’s  answers  to  everyday  problems, 
in  marriage,  relationships,  health,  jobs. 
ADVENTURES  IN  PRAYER  takes  you 
on  an  exciting  journey  to  discover 
new,  creative  ways  of  playing. 

Illustrated  $4  95 
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Division  officials  see 
review  as  positive  tool 


PAGE  4 

r 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JANUARY  9,  1976 


TM/UMR  bonus  puzzle 

Complete  the  crossword  puzzle,  clip  and  mail  it  to  us.  Noting  when  you  received 
your  paper  and  when  you  completed  the  puzzle,  we  will  send  a  TM/  UMR  ball 
point  pen  to  the  50  readers  who  solved  the  puzzle  and  returned  it  most  quickly. 
Mail  to  TM/  UMR  “Bonus  Puzzle, ”  P.  0.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 


d 

50 

St 

57 

LC 

nn 

ACROSS 

1.  Jacob’s  anger 

2.  Paul’s  kinsman 

11.  son  of  Canaan 

12.  definite  article 

14.  biblical  week 

15.  Arab  garment 

16.  praying  figure 

18.  beseech 

19.  burden 

21.  father  of  wise  men 

22.  infant 

23.  printers  measure 

24.  us 

25.  chanted 

27.  biblical  fruit 

30.  mother  of  Nereus 

31.  inscribed  column 

33.  total 

34.  ancient  greeting 

35.  Phoenician  city 
39.  strike 

42.  worthless 

43.  solemn  appeal 
45.  college  degree 

47.  midwest  state  (init. 


49.  second  son  17- 

52.  Mediterranean  bay  20. 

54.  eastern  philosophers  22. 

57.  aspired  to  office  25. 

58.  the  Elkoshite  26. 

59.  egg  producer  28. 

60.  ecology  (abbr.)  29. 

62.  fast  pace  30. 

63.  rational  32. 

64.  water  vessel  36. 

65.  third  son  of  Naphtali  37. 

38. 

DOWN  39. 

1.  Jonah's  nemesis  40. 

2.  prince  slain  by  Israel  41. 

3.  mourning  place  for  44. 

descendants  of  Jacob  46. 

4.  thorium  (svm.)  47. 

5.  sovereign  of  Iran  48. 

7.  near  50. 

8.  W.  Arabian  kingdom  51. 

'9.  Midianite  prince  53. 

10.  desert  S.  of  Judaea  55. 

12.  streetcar,  in  London  56. 

13.  enough,  old  style  61. 

)  16.  Greek  letter  63. 


sledge 

Samaritan  Mt. 
nip 

Persian  Gulf  land 
nickel  (sym.) 

Yemen  monetary  unit 
Gulf  of  Aqabah  town 
earthenware  container- 
first  woman 
offspring  of  El 
before  Christ  (L.  init.) 
brother  of  Rebekah 
twin  city  of  Gomorrah 
family  member  (si.) 
article 

“great  king"  (Hos.  5:13) 

wound  mark 

avoid 

one  who  eats 
Palestine  valley 
son  of  Seth 
small  fish 

King  of  Judah  (715  B.C) 
chromosome  unit 
lithium  (sym.) 
compass  point 


Black  women  to  hold  meeting 
to  discuss  their  role  in  UMC 


ATLANTA  —  Black  United  Methodist 
women  who  are  concerned  about  what 
they  see  as  a  decline  in  black  female 
leadership  and  participation  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  are  planning  to 
discuss  these  and  other  issues  “crucial  to 
the  survival  of  black  churches,”  when 
they  gather  here  Jan.  16-18. 

The  conference  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  National  Committee  of  Concerned 
Black  Women  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  small  ad  hoc  group  of  women 

Mrs.  Thelma  Barnes,  convenor  of  the 
conference,  and  executive  director  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  a 
black  caucus  with  headquarters  here  and 
chapters  throughout  the  United  States, 
says  the  time  has  come  for  black  women 
in  the  church  to  address  themselves  to 
problems  existing  in  the  black  church 
and  community  which  contribute  to  the 
breakdown  of  family  life,  the  destruction 
of  community  cohesiveness  and  which 
prevent  black  women  from  supporting 
each  other  in  various  endeavors  and 
roles 

“We  feel  that  if  black  churches  are  to 
survive.  become  renewed  and 
strengthened,  women  will  be  required  to 
perform  a  more  active  role,"  she  said. 
"If  a  national  mission  strategy  affecting 
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BRING  PORTLAND 


TO  YOUR  CONGREGATION 


Everyone  can't  be  a  delegate  to  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE  in  Portland  this  April  but  vour 
congregation  can  see.  hear,  and  understand  the 
actions  of  the  '76  Conference  through  NEWS- 
COPE  REPORTS — five  audio  cassette  tapes  and 
a  20-piece  slide  set  especially  produced  for 
program  use. 

FLOYD  KALBER  of  NBC  News  will  preview  the 
major  issues  and  actions  facing  Conference  on 
cassette  #  I  and  will  summarize  Conference  and 
narrate  the  slide  set  on  cassette  #5 
The  20-piece  slide  set  will  vividly  present 
Conference  in  action.  Cassettes  #2.  3,  and  4  will 


feature  debates,  speeches,  and  interviews  made 
on  the  spot  in  Portland! 

You  will  receive  cassette  #  I  about  two  weeks 
before  Conference  begins.  Cassettes  42,  3.  and 
4  will  be  issued  from  the  site  in  Portland  and 
cassette  #5  and  the  slide  set  will  be  issued  at  the 
conclusion  of  Conference. 

NEWSCOPE  REPORTS.  The  Sights  and  Sounds 
of  the  1976  General  Conference  of  The  United 
Method iM  Church  is  co-produced  by  United 

Methodisl  Tommun.cations  and  The  United 

Methodist  Publishing  House  and  is  approved  bv 

the  Commission  on  the  General  Conference. 


Send  me  NEWSCOPE  REPORTS  Send  to  _ 

_  Series  of  5  audio  cassette  tapes  and  •  Address  — 
City - 


State 


1  Account  number- 

Charge  to - 

Address _ 

City  . 


20-piece  slide  set  (a  $36  50 

_ Series  of  5  audio  cassette  tapes  only  (g  i 

$28.95 

_ Audio  Cassette  tape  #5  and  20-piece 

slide  set  (d  $1 3.50 

_ 20-piece  slide  set  only  <§  $7  95 

_ Individual  audio  cassette  tapes 

$5.95  each 
Circle  tapes  desired 

#1  42  43  44  45  ""  c*"^  'TT'.T^ 

□  Payment  enclosed  ^V**.**.!”1!  .  “’T*"  y*  ****'  „  j 

□  Charge  to  Cokesbury  Account  <  »»  rZTnF  i 

Postage  extra.  Add  sales  tax  it  applicable. 
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f  Sun  Moon  evangelism 
methods  criticized 


Unification  Clinrcli  building 

Members  of  the  Unification  Church,  founded  by  Korean  evangelist  Sun  Myung 
Moon,  make  use  of  the  chapel  of  the  church’s  seminary  at  Barrytown,  N.Y.  A  former 
Roman  Catholic  seminary,  the  Unification  Church  purchased  the  property  in  1974 
for  $1.5  million. 

The  Sun  Myung  Moon  organization  has  been  accused  of  “brainwashing”  its 
members,  many  of  whom  are  trained  at  the  Barrytown  facility.  [See  related  stories 
this  page]. 

With  ‘ifs’  attached 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (HNS)  -  Dr.  Colin 
Williams,  dean  of  the  Yale  Divinity 
School,  has  warned  that  the 
“authoritarian"  techniques  of  such 
evangelists  as  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon 
offer  a  “false  security"  to  their 
followers. 

The  Australian  Methodist  theologian 
spoke  on  evangelism  techniques  in  an 
address  to  50  United  Church  of  Christ 
clergy  and  lay  leaders  from  throughout 
Ohio  at  a  workshop  here. 

In  Dr.  Williams’  view,  the  excessive 
discipline  demanded  by  such  preachers 
as  Mr.  Moon  “plays  on  the  fear  of 
freedom  and  offers  a  false  security, 
which  does  not  lead  the  believer  back  into 
a  positive  relationship  to  the  thought  and 
the  concerns  of  our  time." 

As  an  alternative,  the  theologian  urged 
Christians  to  enter  into  “an  effective 
dialogue  with  the  best  minds  of  the  age." 
He  warned  that  “an  evangelism  which 
fails  to  take  into  account  the  best 
thinking  of  our  situation  is  ultimately 
self-destroying.” 

Dr.  Williams  cited  what  he  described 
as  a  recognition  on  the  part  of  society 
“that  the  search  for  pleasure  is  creating 
a  sense  of  centerlessness  —  a  loss  of  a 
sense  of  unity  or  direction.  And  it  is  that 
insecurity  that  gives  strength  to  the  new 
fundamentalism,  whether  in  politics  or 
religion  —  a  grasping  for  external 
authorities.” 

The  dean  asserted  that  “what  is  needed 
is  an  evangelism  which  sees  our  in¬ 
security  as  a  fruit  of  our  modern  at- 


Sexuality  study  gains  support 


black  women  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  to  be  developed,  it  will  come 
from  our  initiative.” 

Christmas  observed 
in  Communist  lands 

LONDON  (RNS)  —  Christmas  was 
celebrated  —  quietly  —  in  Communist 
lands. 

In  Peking,  some  three  thousand  people 
attended  Midnight  Mass  in  the  only 
Roman  Catholic  church  operating  in 
Communist  China. 

Closed  in  1966  at  the  beginning  of  the 
“Cultural  Revolution."  the  Church  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  —  known  in 
Peking  as  “Nan  Tang”  —  was  reopened 
in  1972.  Masses  are  celebrated  in  the 
church  every  Sunday  morning. 

Most  of  the  congregation  attending 
Midnight  Mass  came  from  Peking’s 
foreign  colony.  The  bulk  of  the 
congregation  was  made  up  of  Africans 
and  Europeans  but  there  were  some  20 
Chinese  among  the  worshipers. 

In  South  Vietnam,  many  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  two  million  Catholics  marked  the 
feast  of  Christmas  with  what  was 
described  as  great  fervor.  Local  parishes 
and  the  Saigon  cathedral  were  jammed 
with  crowds  at  Midnight  Mass. 

There  was  but  one  Midnight  Mass  in 
Moscow,  at  the  Church  of  St.  Louis 
However,  press  and  radio  reports  held 
that  Catholic  and  Lutheran  services  were 
crowded  in  the  Baltic  areas. 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

CINCINNATI  -  A  study  of  human 
sexuality  across  United  Methodism 
received  support  from  both  evangelicals 
and  gays  during  a  forum  here  December 
29  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry  (UMCYM). 

The  agreement  —  with  some  “ifs" 
attached  by  both  sides  —  came  after  a 
day-long  session  during  the  UMCYM’s 
mid-winter  meeting.  Even  with  the 
conditions  attached,  the  accord  on  the 
need  for  a  study  was  in  contrast  to  the 
sharply  divergent  views  on  sexual 
orientation  and  Biblical  authority  aired 
in  the  13  hours  of  presentations  and  group 
discussions. 

A  prominent  evangelical  leader  in  the 
church,  the  Rev.  David  A.  Seamands  of 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  who  was  one  of  the 
speakers  here  conditioned  his  support  of 
any  study  on  its  including  the  issue  of 
“Scriptural  authority."  Dr.  Seamands  is 
chairman  of  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  and  a  former  board  member  of 
the  Good  News  movement  which  has 
been  one  of  the  most  vocal  opponents  of 
any  easing  of  “Book  of  Discipline’ 
provisions  on  homosexuality. 

Keith  Spare,  clinical  director  of  the 
Mid-American  Gay  Ecumenical  Foun¬ 
dation  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  a 
spokesman  for  the  newly-formed  United 
Methodist  Gay  Caucus,  said  that  a  study 
should  include  both  psychological  and 
sociological  research  and  “must  be  well 
done.” 

Prof.  John  N.  Oswalt  of  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wilmore  Ky., 
termed  study  a  “viable  way  of  ap¬ 
proaching  the  problem”  and  a  way  of  all 
viewpoints  understanding  where  “others 
are  coming  from.”  The  Rev.  Don 
McGaw,  director  of  the  Homophile 
Community  Health  Center  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  said  that  the  study  is  “vitally 
needed”  in  a  time  of  changing  male- 
female  relationships  when  “people  look 
to  the  church  for  leadership.” 


Prof.  John  Boswell  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity’s  history  department  said  that 
such  a  study  is  “the  least  you  can  do.” 
Chasm  in  viewpoints 

The  chasm  between  viewpoints  in  the 
homosexuality  debate  became  apparent 
quickly  as  the  five  men  made  their 
presentations.  The  panel  included  no 
women. 

“Homosexual  activity  is  forbidden 
because  it  is  a  denial  of  the  creation  or¬ 
der,”  Dr.  Oswalt  asserted.  “The  plain 
statements  of  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  which  unequivocally  con¬ 
demn  homosexual  activity  are  not  the 
result  of  cultural  or  sub-cultural  quirks 
.  .  .  (but)  the  fundamental  basis  of  the 
Hebrew-Christian  faith.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Boswell,  who  is 
writing  a  book  on  historical  attitudes 
towad  homosexuality,  declared  that 
apparent  negative  Biblical  references  to 
the  practice  are  in  actuality  "blatant 
misinterpretations”  of  language.  He  said 
that  it  was  not  until  the  Sixth  Century 
that  church  leaders  began  to  quote 
Biblical  writings  in  opposition  to  such 
activity. 

Pastoral  approach  supported 

Taking  what  he  called  a  “pastoral 
approach,”  Dr.  Seamands  said  that  he 
would  support  “civil  rights  for  gay 
persons.”  but  “could  not  continue  to  be  a 
minister”  in  a  church  that  would  take 
some  kinds  of  actions  regarding 
homosexuality.  He  declined  to  elaborate 
on  what  these  actions  might  be,  however. 

The  Wilmore,  Ky.,  pastor  cited  a  half- 
dozen  “confusions,"  in  the  debate  on 
homosexuality,  inclusing  that  “between 
redemptive  concern  and  permissive 
approval.” 

“God  accepts  me  as  I  am,  but  does  not 
lea-.-e  me  as  I  am,"  he  said.  “In  order  to 
best  minister  to  homosexuals,  we  ought 
to  bring  them  to  freedom  and  redemp¬ 
tion.” 

“If  homosexuality  is  a  learned 
behavior  —  and  99  per  cent  of  modern 


DALLAS  —  What  kinds  of  programs 
are  possible  in  the  area  of  family 
ministries?  There  are  covered  dish 
dinners  and  picnics.  There  may  be  some 
recreational  opportunities.  But  how 
about  family  intergenerational  study? 

Recently,  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church  here  planned  their  “All  Church 
Night”  in  preparation  for  Bible  Week  by 
presenting  an  evening  of  Bible  stories 
told  in  old  and  unique  ways.  Centers  were 
spaced  about  the  fellowship  hall,  the 
sanctuary,  small  class  rooms  and  a 
nearby  entrance  hall. 

One  station  told  the  Jacob-Joseph 
stories  around  a  campfire;  another  had 
Moses  telling  his  story  dressed  in  robes 
and  sitting  in  front  of  a  tent.  Daniel  was 
presented  through  the  use  of  puppets 
while  David’s  stories  were  told  and  sung 
on  a  make-believe  hillside  among  the 
sheep. 

Then  there  was  the  innkeeper's  wife 
who  shared  with  the  groups  the  won¬ 
derful  story  of  the  first  Christmas,  while 
some  distance  away  a  New  Testament 


psychology  says  it  is  —  can  not  it  be 
unlearned?”  he  asked. 

Mr.  McGaw,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  is  a  co-founder  of  the 
mental  health  facility  in  Boston,  said  the 
experience  there  has  been  that  less  than 
one  half  of  one  per  cent  of  the  attempts  to 
turn  “homosexuals  into  heterosexuals” 
are  successful. 

Reasons  for  gay  caucus 

The  real  issue  on  “homophobia"  for 
men,  the  Boston  counselor  said,  is 
“femininphobia,”  which  he  defined  as  a 
fear  of  being  like  a  woman  with  no 
rights”  and  a  fear  of  being  “used  as  they 
fantasize  the  use  women." 

A  need  to  “influence  the  church”  was 
cited  by  Mr.  Spare  as  one  of  the  major 
reasons  for  organizing  a  gay  caucus 
within  the  denomination,  along  with 
providing  “ministries”  for  homosexuals 
such  as  “services  for  the  gay  community 
and  support  in  the  struggle  for  social 
justice,  such  as  fair  employment  and 
housing  practices,  revision  of  penal 
codes,  and  so  forth.” 

Terming  himself  in  “ministry,”  which 
he  defined  as  “an  attitude  of  helping 
people,”  he  said  that  the  “call  to  minister 
is  a  more  inherent  drive  than 
homosexuality." 

Dr.  Seamands  said  there  is  a  difference 
“in  ministering  to  homosexuals,  and 
being  ministered  to  by  homosexuals.”  He 
added  that  in  his  opinion  the  “evangelical 
community  has  not  ministered  to  the 
homosexual,”  but  has  “just  belted  out 
(their  opposition  to, the  practice)  from 
the  pulpit." 

Dr.  Oswalt  said  that  “it  is  the  church’s 
task  to  minister  to  all  persons,  including 
those  who  profess  homosexual  desires. 
They  should  be  loved,  forgiven  and 
encouraged  to  seek  to  actualize  the 
Spirit’s  mastery  over  such  desires.” 


tempts  to  know  the  Word  and  helps  us  to  ; 
have  the  courage  to  face  our  fear  —  as 
Christ  does  in  Gethsemane." 

Cult  charged 
with  religious 
‘ brainwashing 9 

FORT  WORTH  (EP)  -  A  young 
debutante  here  joined  the  Unification 
Church  cult  of  Korean  evangelist  Sun 
Myung  Moon,  with  the  promise  that  she 
would  receive  divine  truth,  eternal 
blessing  and  an  opportunity  to  help  the 
world.  1 

Once  in  the  cult,  the  girl  was  “brain¬ 
washed  by  its  simplistic  theology,  which 
claimed  to  have  the  secrets  to  divine 
truth,”  said  William  Hendricks,  a 
theology  professor  at  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  here.  Mr. 
Hendricks  is  helping  to  re-orient  the  girl, 
along  with  two  other  former  “Moonies,” 
the  popular  name  for  cult  members. 

The  Unification  Church  or  Moon  cult, 
as  some  call  it,  has  been  accused  by 
critics  of  using  mind-control  techniques 
on  its  adherents,  including  “brain¬ 
washing”  and  of  being  a  political  front. 

Mr.  Hendricks  says  the  Moon  cult  is 
doubly  dangerous.  “They  are  going  after 
individuals  of  above  average  in¬ 
telligence,  from  high  social  and 
economic  levels,"  like  the  former 
debutante. 

“Secondly,  they’re  (the  Moon  cult) 
involved  in  a  financial  venture  which  has 
political  overtones  and  poses  the  threat 
of  totalitarianism  if  it  ever  enters  the 
political  arena.” 

Ten  choirs  to 
perform  in 

Portland 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Choirs 
representing  colleges,  local  churches  and 
a  variety  of  ethnic  groups  are  being  in¬ 
vited  to  perform  at  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  Portland,  Ore., 
April  27-May  8. 

Fifty  United  Methodist  choirs  sub¬ 
mitted  audition  tapes,  according  to  Dr. 
Carlton  R.  Young,  professor  of  church 
music  at  Scarritt  College  here.  His 
committee  made  its  recommendations  to 
the  General  Conference  Program 
Committee  which  extended  the  in¬ 
vitations: 

April  27  —  Scarritt  College  Choir, 
Nashville,  Carlton  R.  Young,  director. 

April  28  —  The  Guitar  Choir  from  the 
Mill  Valley  (Calif.)  UMC,  Shirley  Jautz, 
director. 

April  29  —  The  Williamette  University 
Choir.  Salem,  Ore.,  Walter  H.  Farrier, 
director. 

April  30  —  “The  Second  Touch,”  First 
UMC,  Boise,  Idaho,  Wayne  Richmond, 
director. 

May  1  —  The  Youth  Choir  of  Bellaire 
(Tex.)  UMC,  Mrs.  Norma  Lowder, 
director. 

May  3  —  The  Chancel  Choir  of 
Edmonds  (Wash.)  UMC,  Dick  L.  Kite, 
director. 

May  4  —  The  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Choir,  Harry  Folson, 
director. 

May  5  —  A  choir  from  U.  M.  black 
colleges,  not  yet  determined. 

May  6  —  La  Trinidad  UMC  Choir,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  Eli  Saens,  director. 

May  7  —  “Celebrate  the  Sun,”  Indiana 
Central  University,  Indianapolis. 


Biblical  ‘‘storytellers'  give  message 

Unique  Bible  study  ‘comes  alive’ 


story  teller  sat  in  a  row  boat  telling  some 
of  Jesus'  parables. 

A  giant  whale  was  the  backdrop  for  the 
Jonah  story,  and  a  New  Testament  home 
featured  a  light  meal  of  grapes  and 
listened  to  the  stories  of  Paul’s 
miraculous  escape  over  the  city  wall  and 
the  story  of  Pentecost.  All  of  the  story 
tellers  were  costumed. 

The  evening  began  with  a  supper  and 
the  singing  of  “The  Bible  is  a  Treasure 
Book.”  Then  the  150  or  so  who  attended 
(incidentally,  this  included  those  four 
years  and  older  —  we  won’t  tell  what  the 
upper  limit  turned  out  to  be.  but  there 
were  numerous  grandparents  in  the 
group)  chose  the  centers  they  would 
attend  for  a  period  of  about  15  minutes. 
They  then  moved  on  to  another  station.  It 
i«$  estimated  that  most  families  visited 
four  or  five  centers  during  the  evening. 

It  was  a  great  evening  where  words 
like  “oral  tradition,”  “parables”  and 
“the  exodus"  really  came  alive. 

Story  and  photos  courtesy  of  the  North 
Texas  United  Methodist. 
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congregation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller.  United 
Church  Directories,  Box  7732.  Waco,  Texas 
76710. 

MAINTENANCE  HELP  NEEDED.  Large 
Methodist  Church  In  East  Texas  seeking  a 
family  to  relocate  (ethnic  minorities  In- 

TOUR  THE  HISTORICAL.  FASCINATING. 
an:len'.  capitals  of  Poland,  Russia. 

Contact  Ray  L.  Starnes.  Program  Director. 

P.O.  Box  707.  Longview,  Texas  75601. 

Different  —  but  fantastic  in  the  newly 
rediscovered  lands  of  natural  beauty,  warmth, 
hospitality  and  gracious  living.  Alio,  our 
oopular  tcur  to  the  lands  of  the  Bible  can  be 

HEART  OF  EUROPE  TOUR.  July  7-28.  Jet 
from  Dallas  visiting  seven  countries.  $1,495.00 
Inclusive.  Color  Brochure.  Rev.  Douglas 
Meyer.  Box  333,  Baytown.  Texas  77520. 

Palestine  Tours,  830  Windsor  Rd.,  Cum¬ 
berland.  Md.  21502. 

ADMINISTRATOR  AVAILABLE  for  Christian 
Retirement  Center  or  Nursing  Home. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 
years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request.  412-A  South  St. 

financing  and  fund  raising  background.  3210  N. 
Chestnut,  Apartment  213,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado  80907. 

Paul,  Dallas,  Texas  75201.  (210-747-4540. 

HOUSEPARENTS  IN  ALASKA  needed  for 
cottage  of  8-10  emotionally  damaged  youth  at 
the  Jesse  Lee  Home.  Mature  couples  with  child 
rearing  experience  preferred.  No  dependents. 

condition.  A  new  one  Is  being  given  to  (he 
church.  East  Joran  United  Methodist  Church. 
Melvin  Haak.  Chairman.  Polo,  Illinois.  61064. 
Phone  (815  )  946-3343. 

|  Pay  Is  $600  per  month,  with  one  of  the  partners 

|  free  to  accept  employment  elsewhere;  room 

and  board  furnished.  Contact:  Alaska 
Children's  Services.  Dept.  A.  1200  E.  27th  Ave., 
Anchorage.  Alas.  99504. 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist. 
Fully-accredited.  Co-educational  two-year. 
University-parallel.  Dedicated  faculty. 
Financial  assistance.  Maximum  enrollment: 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  FIJI, 
TAHITI:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  experienced 
escorts.  Invite  you  to  Join  them.  Three  weeks  In 

May  1978.  Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed 
Laux.  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

300  students.  Strong  Developmental  Program. 

Music  Honors  In  International  competition. 
Direct  transfer  programs.  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
(Honorary  Society)  chapter  among  top  teu  In 
nation  for  four  consecutive  years,  Cuthbert, 
Georgia  31740.  912-732-2171 

Elizabeth  Evans  Turner's  book  PRAYERS 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS  makes  a  splendid  gift. 

$2.50 copy.  6  copies  $1.50  each.  Gift  House.  5235 
Mimosa.  Bellaire.  Texas  77401. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  ( 817)  MI5-9203  Keene,  Texas 76059 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In  - 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove,  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park,  1850 

Alice  St..  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 
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Those  persons  attending  the  Seventh 
Assembly  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  a  state-level  ecumenical 
organization  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
January  20  and  21st,  will  witness  several 
opportunities  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Assembly. 

The  LIC  is  comprised  of  all  Roman 
Catholics,  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  six 
major  Protestant  Communions.  The 
Assembly  will  be  held  at  the  Catholic  Life 
Center  in  the  Capitol  city. 

One  report  to  be  heard  is  that  of  the 
Rev.  Alexander  O.  Sigur,  who  will  speak 
on  corrections  reform,  the  former 
program  of  LIC  several  years  ago.  Msgr. 
Sigur,  a  former  president  of  Notre  Dame 
Seminary  in  New  Orleans  and  presently 
pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Fatima  Church  in 
Lafayette,  led  a  strong  program  for 
corrections  reform,  focusing  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  State  Legislature  and 
leaders  of  penal  institutions  on  many 
shortcomings  of  the  system. 

A  special  highlight  will  be  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  hear  the  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  present  observations  of 
and  report  on  his  participation  in  the 
recent  deliberations  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  convened  in  Nairobi,  W. 
Africa  in  November-December,  1975.  Dr. 
Hearn,  pastor  of  First  Church  Baton 
Rouge,  and  currently  president  of  the 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  ( right) 
President  of  LIC, 
and  prominent 
United  Methodist 
pastor,  is  shown 
here  participating 
as  a  delegate  to  the 
Fifth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council 
of  Churches  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya.  Dr. 
Hearn  will  report 
on  the  Assembly  at 
the  LIC  meeting. 


St.  Matthew 
Church  observes 
Men’s  Day 

St.  Matthew  Church,  Algiers,  observed 
Men’s  Day  recently,  using  the  theme 
“Honor  all  men,  Love  the  Brotherhood, 
Fear  God,  Honor  the  King.”  (I  Peter 
2:17) 

An  inspirational  program  was 
presented  by  men  of  the  church,  and 
special  honors  were  bestowed  upon  two 
outstanding  laymen:  Harold  J.  Burrell 
and  Albert  White. 

Mr.  Burrell  serves  as  President  of  the 
Sanctuary  Choir,  and  has  given  long  and 
faithful  support  to  the  church.  Mr.  White 
is  a  senior  member  of  the  church,  has 
served  in  many  aspects  of  church  life, 
and  is  now  residing  in  the  Lafon  Home. 

Speaker  for  this  occasion  was  Mr. 
Lawrence  Martin;  and  the  Rev.  Russell 
L.  Jones,  Pastor,  also  took  part. 
Culmination  of  the  ceremonies  was  the 
presentation  of  Master  St.  Matthew  and 
his  Dukes  for  1975.  This  honor  went  to 
Mark  Tucker,  and  his  dukes  were  Joseph 
Medice  and  Elizah  G.  Hogan. 

This  well-planned  and  colorful  event 
was  planned  by  George  Grant  and  Leon 
Edwards,  and  total  proceeds  realized 
were  $2,416. 


New  Orleans 
District  conducts 
workshops  for  UMW 

The  New  Orleans  District  UMW 
Executive  Committee  recently  held  two 
workshops  for  elected  leaders  and  those 
persons  interested  in  future  leadership 
roles  on  the  local,  district  and  conference 
levels  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Both  sessions,  in  two-hour  periods, 
were  planned  for  morning  and  night 
sessions,  to  provide  time  for  both 
working  women  and  homemakers.  First 
Church  and  Elysian  Fields  Church  each 
hosted  a  meeting. 

According  to  Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell, 
Publicity  Chairman  for  the  District 
UMW,  the  purpose  of  these  workshops 
was  to  give  the  women  “  .  .  .  a  period  of 
training  as  well  as  to  give  them  pertinent 
information  handed  down  from  the 
Women’s  Division  ...”  Some  of  the 
items  on  the  agenda  were  the  purpose  of 
the  organization,  membership,  duties  of 
officers  and  committees,  mission  funds, 
and  constitution  and  by-laws. 

Mrs.  Ruth  G.  Carter  is  the  N.  O. 
District  President.  She  invited  all  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  District  to 
participate,  as  well  as  all  pastors  of  the 
churches.  An  enthusiastic  attendance 
was  reported. 


St.  Peter  Church,  Clinton, 
celebrates  95  years  of  service 


Using  the  theme  “Where  There  Is  A 
Will  There  Is  A  Way,"  members  of  St. 
Peter  Church,  Clinton,  recently 
celebrated  their  95th  Anniversary. 

The  Rev.  Adam  Franklin  is  Pastor  of 
the  church,  and  Mrs.  Bythelia 
Beauchamp,  Chairman  of  the  Program 
Committee,  presided  over  the  special 
observance.  The  Anniversary  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Williams,  Pastor  of  St.  Mark  Church, 


Baton  Rouge.  Other  churches  joining  the 
congregation  for  worship  were  New  Hope 
Baptist  and  Star  Hill  Baptist. 

The  Anniversary  Committee  was 
composed  of:  Judson  Hayes,  chairman; 
George  Smith;  Obry  Washington,  co- 
chairman;  John  Hayes;  and  Henry  L. 
Beauchamp. 

An  eventful  and  happy  day  was 
reported. 
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Saint  Peter  United  Methodist  Church,  Clinton  —  95  years  of  service. 


January  1 8-Fehruary  15 


*^t*.oiana  Interchurch  Conference 
sets  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge 


Subscription  Campaign  begins 


Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  was 
one  of  the  official  delegates  to  the  WCC 
Assembly. 

At  the  LIC  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge,  the 
first  session  on  January  20  will  convene 
at  7:30  P.M.  with  a  public  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  emphasizing  “Religion  in  American 
Culture.”  The  major  address  of  that 
evening  will  be  made  by  Dr.  Ernest  D. 
Grant,  Baton  Rouge,  a  well-known  leader 
in  Church  activities,  and  a  past 
Moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.  S.  Judicatory  Heads  of  the  several 
Communions  will  lead  in  a  grand 
procession  wearing  their  vestments  and 
clerical  garb.  A  male  and  a  female  adult 
and  a  youth  representing  the  several 
Communions,  as  well  as  representatives 
of  Church  Women  United  will  also  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  procession.  Special  music 
is  being  coordinated  by  Dr.  Earl  Redding 
of  LSU,  and  will  feature  several  choirs. 

Another  feature  of  the  program  is 
spotlighting  of  “Ministry  to  the  Aging” 
which  is  the  current  program  of  LIC. 
Outstanding  national  leaders  will  discuss 
problems,  opportunities  and  services 
involved  with  the  aging. 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  New 
Orleans,  is  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  with 
offices  at  1122  Broadway. 


Mrs.  Shirley  Jak- 
way,  secretary  and 
Circulation  Man¬ 
ager,  is  shown  in 
the  middle  of  pack¬ 
aging  subscription 
material  for  the 
campaign.  (Edi¬ 
tor's  note:  streaks 
in  the  picture 
should  not  be  re¬ 
garded  as  flaws. — 
they  only  show  how 
fast  she  was  work¬ 
ing  to  get  the  ma¬ 
terial  to  the  post 
office!) 

This  is  the  Sunday! 

Subscription  campaign  material  has 
been  sent  to  all  churches  in  the  annual 
effort  to  renew  and  gain  subscriptions  to 
this  newspaper,  THE  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST.  It  is  your 
newspaper,  published  in  your  Con¬ 
ference,  for  you.  Publication  of  this 
newspaper  is  more  or  less  a  “public 
service”  of  the  Conference,  since  it  is 
entirely  non-profit.  Subscriptions  pay 
only  for  the  cost  of  printing  and 
distribution,  so  that  our  church  members 
may  stay  informed  of  what  is  happening 
in  our  Conference,  the  Jurisdiction,  the 
country  and  the  world  on  religious 

Centenary  announces 
50%  reduction  in 
summer  school  tuition 

A  reduction  of  50%  in  the  regular 
summer  school  tuition  has  been  ap- 
roved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Centenary  College,  according  to  an 
announcement  from  President  John  H. 
Allen.  The  reduction  sets  the  summer 
school  tuition  rate  at  $30  per  hour  or  $90 
for  a  regular  three-hour  course. 

Dr.  Allen  stressed  that  the  reduction  is 
for  the  summer  session  only,  and  is  being 
tried  on  an  experimental  basis  for  the 
1976  summer  term. 

He  gave  three  reasons  for  the  tuition 
reduction:  it  will  afford  regular  Centen¬ 
ary  students  an  opportunity  to  reduce 
overall  cost  of  their  college  education 
and  in  some  instances  will  offer  the 
students  a  chance  to  graduate  in  less 
than  the  normal  four  years;  it  will  make 
the  summer  session  more  attractive  to 
students  attending  college  elsewhere  who 
return  home  for  the  summer,  and  will 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  experience 
the  type  of  liberal  arts  education  offered 
by  Centenary;  and  it  will  offer  an  added 
incentive  to  adults  from  the  community 
to  take  courses  during  the  summer. 

The  practice  of  tuition  reduction  for  the 
summer  session  is  not  uncommon  at 
private  colleges  and  universities  across 
the  nation,  according  to  a  Centenary 
spokesman. 

Dr.  Allen  indicates  that  Centenary 
plans  to  greatly  expand  the  number  of 
courses  compared  to  the  offerings  in  the 
summer  sessions  of  past  years.  Applica¬ 
tions  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the 
Admissions  Office.  Schedules  will  be 
available  in  the  Registrar’s  Office  in 
mid-March. 


matters.  It  is  also  the  chief  means  of 
reporting  to  the  general  readership  of  our 
Conference  what  is  happening  in  our 
local  churches.  This  is  the  reason  for  its 
existence.  Each  subscriber  can  truly  say 

T  own  a  part  of  this  newspaper.” 

For  those  who  are  renewing  sub¬ 
scriptions,  your  pastor  will  furnish  you 
with  a  renewal  envelope  with  your  name 
and  address.  If  this  has  changed,  please 
correct  it  when  you  return  your  envelope 
(with  subscription  fee)  to  your  Pastor. 
Do  not  send  it  to  the  office  of  the 
newspaper.  Your  Pastor  is  in  charge  of 
subscriptions  in  your  church.  Tell  your 
friends  about  the  newspaper ;  try  to  get  at 
least  one  other  person  to  subscribe. 

Remember :  the  cost  is  the  same  as  last 
year,  $3.00.  This  is  for  52  issues,  and 
figures  to  less  than  six  cents  (6c)  per 
copy.  A  real  bargain  —  especially  when 
there  are  few  real  bargains  left.  SUB¬ 
SCRIBE  NOW. 

Advance  Specials  set 
all-time  record 

Giving  for  Advance  Specials,  the 
“second  mile”  Advance  fund  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  set  an  all- 
time  record  in  1975,  according  to  a  report 
given  in  early  December.  The  Rev.  Joe 
W.  Walker,  Director  of  the  Advance 
reported-  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  that  ”...  the  Advance  is 
registering  the  finest  year  in  its  history 
and  is  recording  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  stories  of  benevolent  funding 
in  the  recent  history  of  the  church.” 

Through  the  first  11  months  of  1975  the 
fund  received  $13,320,232.95,  up  $3,462,000 
over  the  same  period  in  1974. 

Advance  Specials  are  voluntary, 
designated,  “second  mile”  gifts  by 
churches,  individuals  and  church  groups 
to  mission  and  relief.  Bishop  Crutchfield 
in  his  Message  of  December  19,  LUM, 
points  up  some  specific  Advance  Specials 
in  our  Conference,  Jurisdiction  and 
throughout  the  world. 

New  Appointments 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  following  appointments, 
effective  immediately: 

Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III,  an  Elder  from  the 
Tennessee  Conference,  to  Associate  at 
First  Church,  Shreveport: 

John  Sewell,  Jr.  to  the  Baker  Charge. 


Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Wesley 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  a  noted 
historian  of  Black  Americans,  kindly 
shares  with  this  newspaper  some 
statements  on  notable  events  in  the  life  of 
our  Church.  This  week,  his  highly  in¬ 
teresting  notes  follow: 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  in  her 
historic  development  has  been 
associated  with  the  significant  events  in 
the  freedom  aspirations  of  all  ethnic 
groups  in  American  life.  Important 
among  these  events  for  Black  Americans 
is  the  signing  of  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  on  January  1,  1863,  by 
President  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  six¬ 
teenth  President  of  The  United  States. 

“The  1884  Mississippi  Conference 
made  plans  for  the  celebration  of  the  first 
Centennial  of  organized  Methodism  in 

Convocation  of  Boards 
this  weekend 

Members  of  Boards  and  Commissions 
of  the  Conference  are  reminded  that  the 
Convocation  of  Boards  is  being  held  this 
weekend,  January  16-17  at  First  Church, 
Alexandria. 

As  announced  in  this  newspaper  last 
week,  the  General  Conference  delegation 
will  present  issues  to  be  considered  at  the 
forthcoming  session  in  Portland,  Ore.  in 
April-May.  They  will  be  asking  for 
“feedback”  from  those  present  at  the 
Convocation. 

Meetings  are  scheduled  for  the 
following:  Boards  of  Church  and  Society, 
Discipleship,  Global  Ministries,  the 
Ministry;  Commissions  on  Equitable 
Salaries  and  on  Higher  Education;  and 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  Retreat  Planning  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Laity  will  meet  on  Saturday, 
following  the  Council  on  Ministries. 


the  United  States  as  authorized  by  the 
General  Conference  of  1880.  The  Con¬ 
ference  selected  to  conduct  a  Memorial 
Service  for  Bishop  Matthew  Simpson, 
who,  other  than  being  a  personal  friend  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  gave  Lincoln  the  in¬ 
spiration  to  sign  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  which  liberated  Black 
Americans  from  the  chains  of  slavery. 

“The  predominantly  black  Mississippi 
Conference  which  included  the  states  of 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  conducted  a  Memorial 
Service  on  February  9,  1885  for  Bishop 
Simpson  who  was  elected  a  Bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Church  on  May  25,  1852,  after 
serving  as  President  of  DePauw 
University  and  editor  of  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate.  Funds  raised  by  the 
districts  for  this  celebration  were  used 
for  church  extension. 

“Black  Louisiana  United  Methodists 
remember  the  lives  of  Bishop  Matthew 
Simpson  and  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
January  1, 1976  (and  on  February  9)  as  a 
part  of  a  continuing  celebration 
associated  with  the  American  Bicen¬ 
tennial  and  the  participation  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
liberation  of  Black  people." 


Bishop’s  Message 

The  Bicentennial  Commission  of  our  conference  developed  the  statement 
which  appears  below,  for  usage  in  worship  services  on  the  first  or  second 
Sunday  in  January.  The  statement  was  distributed  to  each  of  the  congregations 
by  the  district  superintendents.  Let  us  all  affirm  our  faith  through  our  own 
Louisiana  Bicentennial  Affirmation.  It  follows: 

“As  people  of  the  eternal  God,  we  combine  joy  and  confession  as  we  celebrate 
the  200th  year  of  the  founding  of  our  country. 

We  proclaim  with  joy  and  gratitude  the  blessings  that  many  citizens  have 
achieved  in  America,  joy  that  this  land  was  a  place  of  hope  for  millions  of  im¬ 
migrants,  a  source  of  food  for  multitudes  of  hungry  people,  a  haven  of  freedom 
from  political  bondage,  a  place  for  the  ordinary  adventure  of  raising  a  family  in 
a  hometown,  and  a  place  to  worship  according  to  one’s  conscience. 

We  pray  with  thanksgiving  for  this  heritage. 

As  Christians,  we  also  approach  the  Bicentennial  in  a  spirit  of  confession. 
Many  dreams  of  this  land  of  promise  have  not  been  fulfilled.  We  confess  that 
greed  and  materialism  have  blocked  the  full  realization  of  the  spirit  of 
America.  Our  natural  resources  have  sometimes  been  used  for  selfish  pur¬ 
poses.  Justice  has  been  more  available  for  some  citizens  than  others.  And  even 
here  people  have  known  unemployment  and  hunger. 

We,  the  United  Methodists  of  Louisiana,  reaffirm  the  meaning  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  which  proclaims  that  all  persons  ‘are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights,  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.’ 

We  affirm  that  the  role  of  government  is  to  secure  these  rights  for  its  citizens, 
and  that  the  power  to  govern  comes  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

We  believe  that  for  a  nation  to  be  great,  a  proper  place  must  be  given  to  the 
religious  life  of  its  people.  Therefore,  we  commit  ourselves  to  demonstrate  our 
political  spirit  through  the  care  and  fostering  of  the  spiritual  strength  of  the 
land. 

We  commit  ourselves  to  work  to  make  our  nation  a  vital  force  in  the  unending 
efforts  for  peace,  freedom,  and  opportunity  for  all  people. 

We  commit  ourselves  to  pray  and  work  that  we  shall  be  protected  from 
arrogance,  wasteful  use  of  resources,  and  dependence  upon  secular  ways 
rather  than  the  teachings  of  the  Christian  faith. 

We  commit  ourselves  to  the  goal  of  making  our  homes  and  communities 
places  of  love,  free  from  fear,  violence,  and  crime,  that  our  land  may  be  a 
beacon  of  hope  in  an  uncertain  world. 

We  ask  God  to  help  our  nation  be  a  place  on  the  earth  where  living  according 
to  the  intentions  of  God  is  our  goal. 

We  commit  ourselves  to  move  into  the  future  with  Christ,  praying  ‘Thy 
Kingdom  come’.” 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Human  Relations  Day  is  January  25 


Human  Relations  Day  will  be  observed 
in  our  churches  on  January  25,  and 
members  are  urged  to  place  emphasis, 
thought  and  prayer,  worship  and  giving 
upon  this  occasion. 

Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery,  Associate 
Director,  Conference  Council-  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  points  up  the  importance  and 
significance  of  this  observance  in  a 
recent  communication  to  all  churches. 
She  notes  the  many  benefits  derived  from 
our  giving,  and  specifically  points  out 
projects  in  our  Jurisdiction  and  within 
our  Conference  which  receive  funds  from 
our  gifts. 


St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  in  New 
Orleans  is  a  beneficiary  of  our  offering. 
This  Center,  among  many  things, 
provides  a  free  clinic,  community 
kitchens,  youth  hostel,  Academy,  Teach¬ 
er  Resource  Center,  and  recreation  for 
inner-city  youth,  as  well  as  programs  for 
pre-school  children. 

Within  the  Jurisdiction,  there  are 
projects  in  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex., 
Kansas  City,  Oklahoma  City,  Santa  Fe, 
New  Mexico  and  Arkansas. 

All  churches  are  being  asked  to  stress 
this  very  special  Day. 


Appreciation  Day  at  Trinity, 
New  Orleans  spotlights  Bobby  Hall 


Dr.  L.L.  Haynes  continues  series 
on  historical  events  in  Church 


Bobby  Hall  received  a  plaque  from  leaders  of  Trinity  Church. 
Bobby  Hall,  a  member  of  Bethany 


Church,  New  Orleans,  stepped  in  (to  the 
pulpit,  actually)  to  lead  the  congregation 
of  Trinity  Church  when  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  James  S.  Davidson  became  in¬ 
capacitated.  Bobby  assumed  the 
responsibilities  because  he  loves  the 
church  and  his  fellow  workers;  but  when 
his  “tour  of  duty”  was  completed,  the 
congregation  made  something  special 
out  of  showing  their  appreciation  —  they 
held  services  in  his  honor  and  designated 
it  “Appreciation  Day  for  Bobby  Hall.” 


Laypersons  paid  tribute  to  his  services, 
and  special  music  was  a  significant  part 
of  the  program.  The  Rev.  Alfred  Norris, 
District  Superintendent,  rendered 
tribute;  and  a  special  plaque  was 
presented  to  Mr.  Hall.  His  own  pastor, 
the  Rev.  William  L.  Jones,  of  Bethany 
Church,  joined  in  the  appreciation 
ceremonies,  as  did  the  Church  School, 
Day  Care  Center  workers,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Davidson,  pastor  of  Trinity.  Many 
relatives  and  friends  were  on  hand  to 
show  their  love  and  thanks. 


CCOM  launches  fast  service  book  and  resource  agency 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
office  now  has  available  a  limited  supply 
of  books  and  other  resources  materials 
for  local  church  ministry,  distributed  by 
United  Methodist  resource  centers  and 
other  suppliers. 

The  COM  office  indicates  that  the 
limited  supply  was  stocked  for  the 
specific  benefit  of  those  in  the  Conference 
who  want  one  or  two  copies  or  a  certain 
item  and  want  to  receive  them  within  one 
or  two  days  rather  than  waiting  up  to  two 
weeks  for  delivery  from  the  distributor. 


According  to  Ms.  Bobbie  Washington  of 
the  COM  Resources  Center,  some  of  the 
items  available  include:  Resource 
Systems  for  the  Local  Church 
Administrative  Board  and  Council  on 
Ministries,  (including  guidelines  and 
handbooks) :  25  Ways  to  Assimilate  New 
Members;  Christian  Growth  —  The 
Cultivation  of  Congregational  Life;  The 
Pilgrim  Church;  The  Nation  Yet  To  Be; 
The  Church  Building  Process;  Church 
Occupations  and  Voluntary  Service; 
Clues  to  Creativity;  Dimensions  of 


Hunger;  Children’s  Ministries 
literature;  Youth  Ministries  literature; 
and  a  number  of  paperbacks  from 
Tidings. 

A  complete  list  of  these  items  will  be 
ready  for  distribution  this  month,  Ms. 
Washington  states.  These  items  can  be 
ordered  from  the  COM  office  in 
Shreveport.  If  a  large  quantity  is  desired, 
it  must  be  ordered  directly  from  the 
distributor,  since  the  office  is  not 
equipped  to  handle  large  orders. 
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Efforts  to  legalize  parimutuel 


gambling  should 

For  the  second  time  in  as  many  years 
the  State  of  Indiana  is  involved  in  a 
legislative  battle  over  attempts  to 
legalize  parimutuel  gambling  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Although  it  is  Indiana’s  "turn”  this 
time  to  struggle  through  that  issue, 
gambling  is  a  perennial  topic  of 
legislation  in  states  across  the  nation. 

State  legislatures  —  and  the  citizens 
they  represent  —  have  become  more  and 
more  accepting  of  some  forms  of  gam¬ 
bling.  While  ‘‘casino  gambling”  (such  as 
that  practiced  in  the  gambling  houses  of 
Las  Vegas)  continues  to  be  generally 
opposed  by  the  public,  “lesser  forms  of 
gambling”  such  as  lotteries,  horse  race 
betting,  and  other  forms  of  “parimutuel” 
gambling  are  increasingly  accepted. 

The  attitude  among  many  persons  has 
been  that  “casino  gambling”  is  not  ac¬ 
ceptable  because  it  involves  large,  single 
bets  and  has  a  reputation  of  connections 
with  the  crime  “underworld”  of  the 
nation.  Other  forms  of  gambling  are 
frequently  dismissed  as  “harmless  little 
two  dollar  bets  (just  for  fun).”  But  in 
reality,  is  there  any  such  thing  as  a 
^‘harmless  little  bet?” 

That  question  demands  a  “no”  answer 
from  both  a  secular  and  a  Christian  line 
of  reasoning. 

First,  without  even  considering  the 
issue  of  Christian  morality,  legalization 
of  gambling  —  any  kind  of  gambling  — 
makes  no  sense.  That  face  can  easily  be 

Are  ‘sweepstakes’ 
really  a  form 
of  gambling? 

What  about  “sweepstakes?”  That’s  a 
valid  question  for  Christians  to  ask  as 
they  deal  with  the  issue  of  gambling  (see 
preceding  editorial).  The  question  is 
particularly  timely  now  since  January 
and  February  of  each  year  seems  to  be 
“sweepstakes  time.” 

Such  promotions  as  the  “Reader’s 
Digest  Sweepstakes”  —  and  similar  sales 
campaigns  operated  by  numerous 
companies  —  offer  a  chance  to  win 
anything  from  a  new  home  to  $100,000,  for 
only  the  return  of  a  postcard.  Are  such 
“sweepstakes"  gambling? 

If  gambling  is  defined  in  a  strict  sense 
as  wagering  a  possession  to  seek  gain, 
the  answer  is  “no.”  There  is  no  cost  in¬ 
volved  for  entrants  (except  maybe  a 
postage  stamp),  and  promoters  will  say 
“we  have  no  losers,  only  winners.” 

Still,  “sweepstakes”  deserve  some 
close  examination.  While  they  do  not 
require  a  “wager,”  they  appeal  to  one  of 
our  baser  instincts  —  greed.  They 
promote  a  “get-something-for-nothing” 
mindset  already  too  prevalent  in  the 
world.  It  is  also  this  instinct  and  this 
mindset  which  leads  people  to  gamble  for 
much  higher  stakes. 

For  these  reasons  we  believe 
Christians  should  refuse  to  participate  in 
such  “sweepstakes,”  and  should  register 
their  opposition  to  those  who  sponsor 
them. 


be  opposed 

seen  by  an  analysis  of  the  reasons  most 
often  given  by  advocates  of  gambling  as 
justification  for  its  legalization. 

(1)  Legalized,  “state-controlled” 
gambling  provides  a  windfall  in  state  tax 
revenue  and  in  tourist  dollars,  taking 
pressure  off  taxpayers.  States  which 
have  legalized  parimutuel  gambling  are 
consistently  finding  this  is  not  the  case. 
Increased  need  for  law  enforcement 
officials,  attraction  of  syndicate  crime, 
and  impairment  of  the  legitimate 
business  community  has  usually  more 
than  offset  tax  gains.  Some  states 
legalizing  gambling  —  particularly  those 
surrounded  by  non-gambling  states  — 
have  shown  an  initial  increase  in 
"tourism.”  But  the  “tourists”  have  not 
been  families  —  those  responsible  for 
spending  the  most  in  “tourist  dollars”  — 
but  individuals  and  couples  with  their 
minds  on  the  “track,”  not  on  patronizing 
local  business. 

(2)  Legalized  gambling  cuts  crime  by 
putting  gambling  out  in  the  open  where  it 
can  be  controlled  by  the  state.  This 
sounds  good,  but  hasn’t  proved  to  be  the 
case.  Legal  sanction  of  gambling  does 
indeed  place  gambling  “out  in  the  open,” 
but  instead  of  decreasing  illegal  ac¬ 
tivities  associated  with  it,  it  increases. 
With  more  persons  involved  in  legal 
gambling,  more  persons  become  involved 
in  illegal  gambling,  and  crime  thrives.  In 
other  words,  those  who  bet  at  the  track, 
when  given  a  chance,  will  bet  away  from 
the  track.  Opening  the  legal  door  to  one 
kind  of  gambling  is  most  likely  to 
produce  an  atmosphere  where  all  types 
of  gambling  will  thrive. 

So  what  does  all  this  say  to  the 
Christian  and  non-Christian  alike? 
Simply  this:  Legalized  gambling  lowers 
the  quality  of  life.  It  creates  a  climate 
which  is  detrimental  to  family  and 
community  well  being. 

From  the  standpoint  of  Christian 
morality,  the  "Social  Principles”  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  say  it  very 
well:  “Organized  gambling  is  a  menace 
to  society,  deadly  to  the  best  interests  of 
moral,  social,  economic  and  spiritual 
life,  and  destructive  to  good  government. 
As  an  act  of  faith  and  love,  Christians 
should  abstain  from  gambling,  and 
should  strive  to  minister  to  those  vic¬ 
timized  by  the  practice.” 

From  a  Biblical  point  of  view,  gam¬ 
bling  is  in  direct  and  complete  opposition 
to  the  Christian  teachings  of  love  and 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  fellow  human 
beings.  Rather  than  “love  your  neighbor 
as  yourself,”  gambling  works  on  the 
principle  of  “make  your  neighbor’s 
misfortune  your  gain.”  Instead  of 
appealing  to  the  instincts  of  love  and 
compassion,  it  appeals  to  the  instincts  of 
greed  and  selfishness. 

United  Methodists  of  Indiana  and 
persons  working  with  them  from  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  should  be 
commended  for  their  work  in  fighting 
legalization  of  gambling  in  that  state. 

United  Methodists  and  other  Christians 
should  commit  themselves  not  only  to 
withstand  legalization  of  all  forms  of 
gambling,  but  to  resist  the  “something 
for  nothing”  mindset  gambling  promotes 
—  whether  legalized  or  outside  the  law. 


Welcome  Western  New  York  and 


Iowa’s  Creston  District  editions 


With  this  issue,  6,500  United  Methodist 
families  in  the  Western  New  York  Annual 
Conference  begin  receiving  a  weekly 
conference  edition  of  The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
This  new  edition  —  which  features 
Western  New  York  news  on  page  1,  plus 
three  pages  of  general  news,  features 
and  opinion  related  to  United  Methodists 
—  brings  to  25  the  number  of  conferences 
for  which  TM/  UMR  serves  as  the  of¬ 
ficial  publication. 
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Additionally,  the  Creston  District  of  the 
Iowa  Annual  Conference  is  initiating  a 
district  edition  this  week  whereby 
district  news  is  published  in  combination 
with  general  church  news  once  each 
month.  The  remaining  weekly  issues 
each  month  will  feature  general  church 
news  only.  The  new  edition  will  go  to  400 
families  in  that  district  each  week. 

We  believe  that  our  readers  in  UMC’s 
Western  New  York  Conference  and  in 
Iowa’s  Creston  District  will  benefit  from 
this  new  weekly  flow  of  information 
about  the  church  into  their  homes.  They 
are  encouraged  to  join  our  other  readers 
in  contributing  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 
and  other  forms  of  “reader-feedback” 
which  we  regularly  solicit. 

Our  continuing  readers  will  also 
benefit  from  this  TM/  UMR  edition.  New 
circulation  such  as  this  serves  to  offset  a 
major  portion  of  the  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  costs  for  printing  and  mailing 
all  editions. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same;  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  may  be  made  known;  to 
provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  is  possible 
because  United  Methodists  are  a  diverse 
people  who  are,  nevertheless,  united  by 
common  concerns  regardless  of  their 
geographical  location.  By  changing  a  few 
articles,  and  occasionally  entire  pages, 
we  have  found  that  we  can  serve  the 
church  in  many  different  areas  without 
diminishing  our  service  to  those  areas 
which  have  developed  the  ideas  and  the 
realities  known  as  The  Texas  Methodist 
and  the  United  Methodist  Reporter.  With 
this  issue,  TM/  UMR  will  visit  some 
325,000  United  Methodist  homes. 

To  our  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.”  To  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say:  “Thank  you 
for  continuing  to  read  your  edition  of 
TM/  UMR.” 


My  Witness 

United  Methodist  Church  strives  to  make 


Jesus  Christ  a  reality  for  all  people 


By  JOHN  W.  SCOTT 

As  I  have  become  more  mature  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  (I  am 
54),  I  have  found  that  our  church 
meets  my  idea  of  what  the  Christian 
church  should  be  about.  We  are 
a  blend  of  philosophies,  but  are  all 
accepted  as  members. 

Lately,  I  have  noted  signs  that  some 
of  us  are  splitting  away  —  at  least,  in 
spirit  —  because  we  do  not  agree  with 
actions  and  statements  of  various 
groups  within  our  church.  Splinter 
groups  are  forming,  and  we  are 
withholding  apportionments  because 
of  “liberalistic”  positions,  primarily 
those  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  It  seems  unfortunate  that 
people  who  worship  the  same  God  and 
follow  the  teachings  of  the  same 
Savior  find  it  so  difficult  to  accept  the 
views  of  other  clergy  and  lay  persons 
who  labor  long  to  do  the  biddings  of 


Jesus.  An  example  might  be  the 
recent  action  of  the  Administrative 
Board  of  the  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Loveland,  Colorado 
(TM/  UMR  letters,  Dec.  5). 

First,  this  board,  in  its  decision  to 
withhold  part  of  its  apportionments  — 
apportionments  passed  by  its  annual 
conference  —  pictures  itself  as 
holding  “closely  to  the  Wesleyan 
tradition.”  Did  not  John  Wesley  ad¬ 
dress  himself  to  the  serious  human 
problems  which  caused  suffering 
among  his  fellowmen?  In  the  lexicon 
of  anyone  —  left  or  right  —  Wesley 
was  a  “radical.”  The  term  is  not 
necessarily  negative. 

Then  the  letter  from  Loveland  goes 
on  to  reveffl  the  real  reasons  for  the 
boards’  disenchantment:  ERA  sup¬ 
port,  gun  control  legislation,  support 
of  the  American  Indian  movement, 
amnesty  support,  seeking  to  ease 


tensions  with  Communist  countries, 
seeking  reduction  of  defense  spend¬ 
ing,  and  concerns  about  minorities’ 
rights. 

If  one  has  been  a  member  of  a 
district  or  conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  he  knows  of  the 
struggle  by  those  members  to  realize 
the  dictates  of  our  Christian  heritage. 
If  one  has  absorbed  even  some  of  the 
material  sent  out  from  the  con¬ 
ferences  and  national  offices,  he  is 
aware  of  the  depth  of  reasearch, 
thinking,  prayer,  and  devotion  which 
stands  behind  the  pronouncements  of 
these  Boards.  And  in  recognizing  this 
work,  he  also  must  see  that  each 
concern  has  to  do  with  the  alleviation 
of  pain,  hardship,  and  injustice.  To 
retreat  from  our  church’s  —  and  other 
mainline  churches’  —  battle  with  sin 
and  suffering  is  to  withdraw  from  the 
world.  It  is  my  belief  that  Jesus’  life 


had  to  do  with  the  world  of  man’s 
mistakes  and  sins.  Otherwise,  He 
might  have  lived  to  enjoy  old  age  and 
retire  as  Nazareth’s  premier  car¬ 
penter. 

No,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  church 
in  its  “liberalistic”  leanings  departs 
from  its  Biblical  orientation.  It  strives 
always  to  see  the  teachings  of  Christ 
become  a  reality  for  all  people  — 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian 
life  with  others. 

This  week's  contributor,  John  W. 
Scott,  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Plainfield, 
Illinois,  ( Northern  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference). 

TM/  UMR  readers  are  Invited  to 
contribute  articles  to  this  column  by 
writing:  "My  Witness,"  P.  O.  Box 
1076,  Dallas,  Texas,  75 221. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


‘Pluralism’  has  a  definite  ‘territory’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Rev.  Larry  Eisenberger’s  question 
“What  are  the  limits  of  pluralism?” 
(TM/  UMR,  Dec.  26)  is  an  excellent 
illustration  of  our  spiritual  dilemma.  We 
resent  authoritatian  dictates  and  are 
disoriented  when  the  strait  jacket  is 
removed. 

As  I  see  it,  the  doctrinal  affirmations  in 
the  Discipline  are  firmly  founded  on  the 
Bible  and  the  Wesleyan  tradition.  These 
are  appropriated  by  the  person  who  joins 
the  church,  and  doubly  so  by  the  clergy 
who  are  often  called  upon  to  articulate 
the  theological  framework  of  the  church. 
This  is  the  “given”  in  the  UM  Churph. 
The  problem  arises  when  an  aroused 
conscience  forces  the  individual,  lay  or 
clergy,  to  cry  out  "I  believe,  help  thou 
mine  unbelief.”  This  is  not  to  say,  “I 
don’t  believe.”  It  says,  “I  am  assaulted 
by  unanswered  questions.  Doubts  chip 
away  at  my  absolutes.  Forgive  me  and 
help  me!” 

To  the  extent  that  we  assent  to  basic 
doctrines,  we  are  united  in  obedience  to 
the  truth  (“I  am  the  truth!”).  To  the 
extent  that  we  are  buffeted  by  un¬ 
certainties,  by  our  private  brand  of 
rationalizations  and  definitions,  each  of 
us  becomes  one  of  a  multitude  of  dif¬ 
ferentiated  believers.  As  the  scope  of  the 
apparent  or  real  deviations  widens,  the 
question  becomes,  “Do  I  still  belong,  or  is 
the  chasm  unbridgeable?”.  No  one  can 
answer  this  question  but  the  individual 
and  God. 

*  The  existential  problem,  as  usual,  is 
the  most  difficult  one.  Suppose  this 
person  is  called  upon  to  teach  doctrine. 
My  suggestion  is  to  state  the  doctrine  in 
all  its  awesome  beauty,  classical  sim¬ 
plicity  and  historical  impact,  and  then 
honestly  express  personal  reservations. 

I  do  not  agree  that  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism  gives  license  to  non¬ 
belief,  spiritual  non-discipline,  or  doc¬ 
trinal  chaos.  It  tries  not  to  interfere  and 
be  tolerant  of  things  as  individually 
determined  as  one’s  fingerprints,  one’s 
performance  for  a  particular  form  of 
baptism  or  communion,  or  one’s  social 
and  political  priorities.  These  are  the 
degrees  of  freedom,  the  territory  of 
pluralism. 

Relax,  Brother  Larry,  we  all  have  our 
spiritual  problems.  God’s  grace  is  equal 
to  every  need.  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given. 

Charles  Dirdak 
Trona,  California 

Bible  defines  the  limits 
of  ‘ pluralism  ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  on  the  limits  of  pluralism 
(TM/  UMR,  Dec.  26),  this  one-time 
“liberal”  says  that  we  have  a  spiritually 
unhealthy  lack  of  limits  on  doctrinal 
belief.  We  should  only  be  pluralistic 
enough  to  welcome  teaching  which  can 
be  established  and  defended  by  Bible 
teaching.  Our  seminaries  and  even 
church  school  curricula  are  so  engrossed 
in  biblical  criticism  (whenever  they 
remember  there  is  a  Bible)  that  they 
neglect  to  teach  scripture  itself,  resulting 
in  widespread  Bible  ignorance. 

How  can  God  have  any  authority  over 
our  lives  if  we  know  little  and  accept 
nothing  specific  as  being  from  God.  Too 
many  people  have  the  false  idea  that 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  solid  rock 
truth.  They  try  to  improve  upon  Jesus. 
But  the  amazing  thing  is,  if  you  live  the 
Bible  by  faith,  its  “stupidest”  teachings 
turn  out  to  be  true.  I  know  from  ex¬ 
perience. 

Arthur  R.  Kent 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 
Membership  statistics  are 
becoming  realistic 
To  the  Editor: 

There  is  a  lot  of  interest  regarding  the 
loss  of  membership  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Recognizing  that 
many  are  leaving  due  to  sincere 
theological  beliefs,  I  would  propose  to 
you  that  the  statistics  are  only  now 
becoming  realistic. 

It’s  no  secret  that  when  we  demand 
church  members  to  be  church  members 
and  go  through  the  three-year  process  of 
dropping  them  from  the  rolls,  that  the 
statistics  show  a  loss. 

Could  it  be  that  a  new  integrity  in  cur 
stance  toward  membership  is  forcing 
pastors  not  to  accept  everyone  into 
membership  for  the  sake  of  looking  good 
in  the  Conference  Journal  Reports? 
Could  this  same  new-found  integrity 
require  pastors  to  question  individuals 


who  attend  other  churches,  or  who  live 
hundreds,  maybe  thousands  of  miles 
away  why  they  still  belong  to  this  or  that 
church,  and  urge  them  to  transfer?  In 
this  way,  we  lose  some  to  other 
denominations,  or  they  drop  out,  at  least 
officially. 

Could  this  be  one  of  the  many  reasons 
why  our  membership  is  declining?  I 
think  so. 

Greg  W.  Hill 
Lewisville,  Pennsylvania 

Editorial  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  to  express  my  en¬ 
thusiastic  appreciation  for  your  editorial, 
“Rediscovering  basics  of  faith  is  our 
most  urgent  priority,”  in  the  Jan.  2  issue. 
I  do  not  know  when  I  have  seen  anything 
that  is  so  completely  right  for  our  church 
at  the  present  time. 

I  wish  I  could  say  more,  but  what  can 
you  say  when  you  have  said  it  so  well! 

Bob  Evans 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Editorial  ‘ helpful ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  to  you  my  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  fine  editorial, 
“Rediscovering  basics  of  faith” 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  2) .  It  helped  me  a  great 
deal  in  establishing  my  own  priorities  for 
the  new  year.  Keep  up  the  good  work! 

A.  R.  Carroll 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

Angolan  aid  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  challenge  Mr.  G.  W. 
Posegate’s  letter  (TM/  UMR,  Jan,  2)  in 
which  he  opposes  aid  to  the  anti- 
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communist  groups  In  Angola.  Mr, 
Posegate  should  enroll  in  an  in¬ 
ternational  relations  class  in  one  of  his 
community's  various  universities,  and 
learn  that  we  live  in  a  world  dominated 
by  nation-states,  including  the  United 
States  and  Russia.  He  would  also  learn 
that  the  United  States  must  face, 
however  distastefully,  the  fact  that  in¬ 
ternational  power  politics  forces 
America  to  intervene  abroad  to  protect 
our  own  interests  as  well  as  those  of  the 
non-communist  world. 

The  best  way  to  keep  Angola  from 
becoming  another  bloody  victim  of  power 
politics,  I  hope  Mr.  Posegate  would  then 
realize,  is  for  America  to  support  the 
Angolan  anti-communists,  which  have 
the  support  of  a  large  portion  of  the  local 
population.  I  can  only  express 
amazement  at  Mr.  Posegate’s  suggestion 
to  bring  in  the  United  Nations,  in  light  of 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

V  I9m  not  looking  forward 
to  my  6 third  vacation 9 


Mr.  Dunnam 

By  the  time  this  issue  reaches  the 
mailboxes  of  our  readers,  I  will  have 
embarked  on  what  some  on  our  staff  are 
calling  my  “third  vacation”  during  the 
past  year.  The  first  was  a  real  vacation 
last  summer,  and  the  second  a  working 
trip  to  cover  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Fifth  Assembly  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

My  “third  vacation”  is  a  trip  to  the 
hospital  for  a  resection  operation  on  my 
small  intestine.  My  doctors  say  I  will  be 
in  the  hospital  for  about  10  days,  and  will 
then  need  to  recuperate  at  home  for 
another  two  to  three  weeks.  The  doctors 
describe  the  operation  as  “more  or  less 
routine  —  more  if  it’s  on  your  body,  and 
less  if  it’s  on  someone  else’s.” 

Some  will  wonder  if  my  condition  in¬ 
volves  a  malignancy.  I  am  assured  by 
my  doctors  that  this  is  not  suggested  by 
any  of  the  x-rays  which  have  been  made. 
I  have  had  a  condition  for  several  years 
which  has  two  names  —  “regional  en¬ 
teritis”  and  "terminal  ileitis.”  The  latter 
term  is  technically  more  correct  because 
the  condition  is  present  at  the  end  of  my 
ileum,  but  I’m  not  overly  comfortable 
with  the  connotation  “terminal” 
suggests. 

“Regional  enteritis"  is  an  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  small  intestine,  the 
cause  of  which  is  unknown.  Until  now  I 
have  been  advised  to  treat  it 
medicinally;  my  doctors  now  advise  that 
the  affected  area  be  removed  surgically. 

I  like  to  work,  and  especially  enjoy  the 
exciting,  never-a-dull-moment  at¬ 
mosphere  of  this  church  newspaper.  I  am 
certain  that  I  shall  miss  working  more 
thah  I  shall  be  missed  at  work.  I  am 
fortunate  to  be  surrounded  by  an  ex¬ 
tremely  able  and  conscientious  group  of 
co-workers  who  will  insure  that  each 
issue  is  dispatched  properly  during  my 
absence.  I  do  solicit  the  understanding  of 
those  who  write  letters  to  the  editor,  and 
do  not  receive  a  reply  from  me  as  quickly 
as  usual. 

This  “third  vacation"  will  be  a  new 
experience  for  me.  Since  my  tonsils  were 
removed  at  age  4,  I  have  befcn  in 
hospitals  only  to  visit  others.  Not  being 
naturally  inclined  to  turn  everything 
over  to  someone  else  —  particularly  my 
own  life  —  I  have  experienced  some 
apprehension.  I  received  a  reassuring 
note  last  week  from  Bishop  Paul  Wash¬ 
burn  of  Chicago,  who  himself  has  un¬ 
dergone  major  surgery  twice  during  the 
past  year.  He  said:  “It  has  been  my 
experience  that  there  will  be  numerous 
persons  hanging  onto  you  when  you 
cannot  hang  onto  yourself.  The  nurses, 


the  anesthetist,  the  surgeons,  and  your 
hosts  of  friends  in  the  church  will  all  be 
hanging  on  to  your  life.  Gradually,  and 
really  through  the  whole  experience  you 
will  begin  to  realize  that  the  natural 
forces  of  healing  will  work  mightily  in 
your  body,  although  ever  so  silently.  You 
will  find  that  it  will  not  be  long  until  you 
will  be  wanting  to  be  about  your  ministry 
again.”  I  needed  to  hear  that.  I  will  try  to 
approach  this  experience  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  deepen  my  faith. 

None  of  us  can  know  all  that  the  future 
holds,  but  I  am  certain  in  my  trust  of  the 
One  who  holds  the  future.  And  I  look 
forward  already  to  the  time  a  few  weeks 
hence  when  I  should  be  able  to  reassume 
my  duties  as  editor  of  this  publication. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


the  recent  irrational  votes  in  the  General 
Assembly. 

Maybe  Mr.  Posegate  is  one  of  those 
leftover  isolationists  of  the  1930’s  who 
thought  that  those  two  nice  big  puddles, 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  were 
the  only  defense  America  needed  against 
Nazi  aggression.  His  (presumed?)  hero, 
Senator  William  Borah,  actually  stated 
during  the  1939  summer  (two  months 
before  Hitler  started  World  War  II)  that 
there  would  be  no  war.  When  Secretary 
of  State  Cordel  Hull  challenged  him  on 
this  Borah  insolently  declared  that  his 
own  intelligence  sources  were  more 
reliable  than  those  of  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  reported  that  war  was 
imminent.  Does  Mr.  Posegate  have  his 
’  Cfwn  super-intelligence  network  which 
discounts  the  threat  of  Russian  advances 
on  the  international  scene? 

William  A.  Weinrich 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Degrees  should  drop 
To  the  Editor: 

It  is  time  for  the  clergy  to  come  to  a 
“gentlemen’s  agreement”  to  use  no 
degree  that  is  not  an  earned  degree. 

Cecil  F.  McKee 
Huntsville,  Texas 

Wrong  name  listed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  and  appreciated  the  article 
“Christian  faith  sparks  ‘Florida  Sun¬ 
shine  Girl’  ”,  Anita  Bryant  (TM/  UMR, 
Jan.  2).  I  used  to  listen  to  her  sing  on  her 
daily  program  on  radio  with  “Don 
McNeal’s  Breakfast  Club”  and  not 
Arthur  Godfrey’s  show  as  you  stated. 

Not  criticizing  your  article,  but  Don 
McNeal’s  program  was  such  a  wonderful 
way  to  start  the  day;  I  know  Ms.  Bryant 
feels  the  same  way.  I  wish  there  were 
programs  like  that  today. 

Mrs.  Ralph  C.  Virtue 
Galena,  Illinois 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Ms.  Bryant  was  a 
performer  on  both  the  mentioned  radio 
programs  at  different  times 
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Evangelism  congress 
highlights  Holy  Spirit 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA  -  It  was  hand¬ 
clapping,  hallelujah-singing  crowds 
along  with  quiet  prayer  by  two  and  three 
person  teams. 

It  was  a  scholarly  study  of  discipleship 
along  with  heart-gripping  moments  of 
high  inspiration. 

It  was  2,300  United  Methodists 
initiating  the  nation’s  Bicentennial  year 
with  a  Congress  on  Evangelism  here  Jan. 
4-8. 

The  renewal  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  not  a 
dream  but  a  reality,  evangelist  Oral 
Roberts,  Tulsa,  Okla.  told  an  overflow 
crowd  during  an  evening  session. 

“It’s  happening,”  he  declared.  “We’re 
in  .the  middle  of  it.” 

And  numbers  of  United  Methodists  at 
the  national  gathering  apparently 
agreed.  “The  congress  is  a  great  af¬ 
firmation  of  a  grass  roots  ground  swell 
for  religious  experience  across  the 
church  and  the  world,”  said  Dr.  Ira 
Gallaway,  former  Board  of  Discipleship 
executive  and  presently  senior  minister 
of  First  UMC,  Peoria,  Ill. 

On  the  evening  he  spoke,  Dr.  Roberts 
was  presented  the  “Philip  Award”  in 
recognition  of  outstanding  leadership  in 
the  field  of  evangelism.  The  award  was 
given  by  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodists  Evangelists,  co¬ 
sponsors  of  the  congress  with  the 
evangelism  section  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Dr.  Billy  Graham,  who  was 
unable  to  be  present,  was  also  given  the 
award,  named  for  the  New  Testament 
apostle-evangelist,  Philip. 

“Melting  pot”  concept  opposed 

An  apparent  answer  to  several 
statements  made  in  the  opening  keynote 
address  by  Atlanta  area  Bishop  William 
R.  Cannon  was  given  by  Board  of 
Discipleship  executive  George  Outen.  In 
a  mid-week  address,  he  took  issue  with 
the  concept  of  the  American  “melting 
pot.”  Bishop  Cannon  had  praised  the 
concept  which  he  claimed  had  once  made 
America  the  envy  of  the  world.  But  the 
bishop  said  that  increasing  self- 
consciousness  by  minorities  in  recent 
years,  such  as  Blacks,  Hispanics,  women 
and  others,  had  polarized  the  country  and 
divided  the  church. 

“I  do  not  intend  to  deny  my  heritage  or 
my  racial  characteristics,”  said  Dr. 
Outen,  a  Black  United  Methodist 
minister.  “And  while  I  am  proud  to  be  an 
American,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  melted 
down  into  anybody’s  pot.” 

He  also  referred  to  busing  and  racial 
quota  systems  in  the  church  and  society, 
both  of  which  Bishop  Cannon  had 
decried.  “I  don’t  like  busing  or  quota 
systems,”  said  Dr.  Outen,  “but  they  are 
a  necessity  precisely  because  of  our  past 
and  current  sins.  This  is  the  priceu.Xhe 
reparations  we  pay  for  our  sinfulness  and 
acquiescence  to  the  mores  of  the  society 
around  us.” 

Dr.  Outen  called  for  an  appearance  of 
Christ  in  the  lives  of  church  people  that 
would  mean  the  translation  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution  and  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  into  present  day  realities. 
He  called  on  the  church  as  God’s  agent 
and  voice  in  the  world  not  to  ac¬ 
commodate  itself  to  popular  moods  and 
not  to  compromise  its  high  ethical 
standards. 

Thirteen  simultaneous  events 

Persons  from  across  the  country 
participated  in  one  of  13  conferences 
related  to  evangelism  which  met  con¬ 
currently  in  addition  to  assembling 
together  to  hear  the  featured  speakers. 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Barney.  Milan,  N.H.  told 
TM/  UMR  that  the  conference  she  at¬ 
tended  for  ministerial  couples  was  ex¬ 
cellent  because  it  reached  a  personal 
depth.  The  Rev.  Evelyn  Beard,  pastor  of 
Thornville  and  Hopewell  (Ohio)  churches 
said  she  was  “going  home  changed.  The 
conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  gave  me 
deeper  insight  into  my  life.  I  hope  my 
people  will  see  the  difference.” 

The  morning  Bible  studies  were  led  by 
the  Rev.  Lloyd  Ogilvie,  pastor  of  the 
Hollywood  Presbyterian  Church, 
Hollywood,  Cal.,  whose  messages  many 
participants  found  to  be  helpfully  di¬ 
rected  toward  the  concerns  of  church- 
persons.  He  spoke  on  the  Book  of  Acts 
and  as  one  layperson  from  New  Ulm, 
Minn.,  Mr.  Harris  Franz,  said,  “I  learned 
what  the  Book  of  Acts  is  all  about." 

The  Denman  lectures  were  given  each 
day  by  Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer  of 
Minneapolis,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  (see  related  story).  The 
Rev.  Ruben  Job  concluded  the  congress 
challenging  the  participants  to  hear  the 
cries  and  heal  the  hurts  of  people.  Mr. 
Job  is  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
board’s  section  on  evangelism,  worship 
and  stewardship. 

Disappointment  was  registered  by  Dr. 
Cliff  Sprouls,  district  superintendent  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  who  felt  much  of 
“the  emphasis  upon  the  Holy  Spirit  at  the 
congress  is  not  scripturally  sound”  and 
by  a  high  school  student  from  Lon¬ 
donderry,  N.H.,  Lauri  Jones,  who 
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“missed  the  closeness  of  small  group 
sharing,  for  sharing  with  Christians  is 
the  greatest  experience.”  However,  she 
added,  “I  felt  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
here.” 

Dr.  Roberts  told  the  audience  —  which 
had  filled  the  auditorium  to  capacity 
almost  one  hour  before  he  appeared  — 
that  Christians  had  a  right  to  expect 
miracles  from  God  “who  is  a  miracle- 
working  God  in  the  now." 

In  his  explanation  of  “seed  faith” 
giving,  Dr.  Roberts  said  he  would  accept 
no  honorarium  for  speaking  to  the 
congress,  for  this  appearance  is  “the 
seed  I  am  planting  and  God  will  bring 
about  the  harvest  according  to  His  plan.” 

The  offering  of  $7,000  that  evening  plus 
another  $6,000  pledged  earlier  in  the 
week  enabled  the  congress  to  meet  all 
expenses  and  provide  funds  for  planning 
the  next  one,  leaders  reported. 

“The  congress  was  very  positive,” 
summarized  the  Rev.  Charles  Whittle  to 
TM/  UMR.  He  was  formerly  a  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  member  and  is 
presently  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Abilene, 
Tex.  “Dr.  Ogilvie  spoke  to  the  needs  and 
hurts  of  individuals.  Bishop  Clymer  gave 
us  solid  theology.  Bishop  Cannon  and  Dr. 
Outen  addressed  community  and 
national  issues.  Oral  Roberts  reminded 
us  that  our  source  of  evangelism  is  God 
Himself.  And  Mr.  Job  sent  us  home  with 
a  mission  of  compassion.” 


PHILADELPHIA  —  A  new  form  of  youth  evangelism  introduced  here  at  the 
United  Methodist  Congress  on  Evangelism  is  a  one-to-one  ministry  of  teen-agers 
dressed  as  clowns.  Called  “Holy  Fools,”  the  youth  at  First  UMC,  Springfield,  Ill. 
visit  shut-ins,  hospitals  and  homes  each  Saturday.  “Head  fool,”  the  Rev.  Bill 
Peckham  [right]  is  writing  a  manual  for  churches  that  want  to  organize  a  Holy 
Fools  troupe.  [See  story  below.] 


New  approaches  in  evangelism 

Care  is  central  to  youth  groups 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PHILADELPHIA  —  While  many  new 
approaches  to  youth  evangelism  are 
appearing  each  year,  the  real  thrust 
begins  with  a  caring,  loving  youth  group, 
says  a  national  church  leader  of  young 
people. 

“That’s  where  it  is,”  says  the  Rev. 
James  D.  Bass.  “How  to  create  a  com¬ 
munity  of  youth  who  will  minister  to  each 
other,  will  get  outside  of  themselves  and 
into  others  is  the  first  job  in  youth 
evangelism.” 

Mr.  Bass  led  a  conference  on  youth 
evangelism  at  the  United  Methodist 
Congress  on  Evangelism  here  Jan.  4-8 
(see  related  stories  this  page).  He  is 
director  of  youth  evangelism  ministries 
for  the  church’s  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville. 

“Young  people  want  something  to  give 
their  lives  to,  something  to  be  fanatical 
about,”  he  told  TM/  UMR.  “That’s  why 
they  sometimes  do  bizarre  sorts  of 
things.  It  helps  them  find  a  special 
identity. 

“And  the  church  should  and  often  does 
capitalize  on  this  adolescent  concern.” 
He  pointed  to  the  large  response  by  youth 
to  the  service  projects  sponsored  by  the 
board  as  examples. 

But  the  building  blocks  for  a  local 
church  youth  program,  he  insists, 
are  a  three  level  approach.  The  first 
level  is  accomplished  through  disciplines 
of  prayer,  Bible  study,  worship  and 
awareness  and  communication  em¬ 
phases. 

The  second  level  comes,  he  believes,  as 
the  group  develops  a  concern  for  other 
youth  within  the  church  who  are  not 


being  reached  by  the  present  program. 
And  then  the  group  should  start  reaching 
out  to  the  community.  “Soon  it  must  be  ‘I 
was  hungry  and  you  fed  me.  I  was  naked 
and  you  clothed  me  ...”  That’s 
evangelism.” 

Some  of  the  newer  efforts  for  youth 
evangelism  presented  at  the  conference 
were  : 

Appalachia  Service  Project  — 
Operated  for  six  summers,  the  project 
has  brought  3,500  youth  and  adults  from 
176  churches  in  30  states  into  contact  with 
430  Appalachia  families.  For  information 
write  Tex  Evans,  director,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Holy  Fools  —  A  ministry  of  presence  to 
shut-ins,  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  by 
teen-agers  dressed  as  clowns.  Since  its 
inception  several  years  ago,  14  chapters 
have  organized.  For  information  con¬ 
tact:  Rev.  Bill  Peckham,  First  UMC,  501 
E.  Capitol  Ave.,  Springfield,  Ill.  62701. 

POP  Festivals  —  A  mass  experience 
through  the  medium  of  music,  drama, 
art  and  witnesses  who  share  their 
Christian  experiences.  How  to  develop  a 
People  of  Power  festival?  Write  James 
D.  Bass,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 

The  633  Club  —  A  youth  adaptation  of 
the  “Ten  Brave  Christians,”  the  club  is 
based  on  Matt.  6:33  and  asks  for  21  days 
of  33  minute  prayer  and  meditation 
periods,  two  hours  a  week  of  work  in  the 
church,  group  meeting  once  a  week  to 
learn  how  to  pray,  and  one  tenth  of  one’s 
income  to  God.  Write:  Discipleship 
Resources,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202. 

I  Care  —  Development  of  a  “Care 


Purpose  of  evangelism  is  to 
build  church,  says  bishop 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PHILADELPHIA  -  The  reason 
Christians  evangelize  is  to  increase  the 
membership  of  the  church,  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  told  2,300  participants 
in  the  Congress  on  Evangelism  here  (see 
related  stories  this  page). 

But  that  does  not  mean  simply  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  on  a  roll,  3ishop 
Wayne  K.  Clymer,  Minneapolis,  in¬ 
dicated.  It  means  involving  persons  in 
the  living  body  of  Christ  —  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  the  Holy  Spirit  works  in 
love  and  power  and  from  which  persons 
learn  to  serve  as  disciples  in  the  world. 

In  a  series  of  four  addresses  named  in 
honor  of  retired  United  Methodist 
evangelist  Harry  Denman,  Bishop 
Clymer  reminded  the  national  gathering 
that  “what  our  Lord  left  behind  was  not  a 
creed  or  a  book  or  a  system  of  ideas  or 
rules  of  life.  What  remained  was  a 
community  of  persons.  He  had  gathered 
his  flock,  lived  with  them,  taught  them, 
ate  with  them  and  died  for  them.  The 
community  was  his  deliberate  choice.  To 
it  he  committed  his  mission  on  earth  and 
to  it  he  gave  his  Spirit.  The  community  of 
our  Lord  is  primary.  We  do  not  create  it; 
we  are  incorporated  into  it.” 

If  the  Bible  says  “God  so  loved  the 
world”  (John  3:16),  it  also  says  “Christ 
loved  the  church  and  gave  himself  up  for 
her”  (Eph.  5:25),  Bishop  Clymer  said., 
"To  belong  to  Christ  is  to  belong  to  the 
body  of  Christ  —  the  church." 

It  is  through  evangelism  that  “God 
adds  to  the  church  those  who  are  being 
saved  to  become  members  of  the 
ministering  body  of  Christ,”  the  bishop 
said.  “As  that  body  is  faithful  to  the 
whole  range  of  its  ministries,  witness  is 
made  to  the  lordship  of  Christ.” 

Evangelism  divorced  burns  out 

Bishop  Clymer  said  that  often 
evangelism  is  divorced  from  the  church 
and  conversion  treated  in  isolation  from 
membership.  “Divorced  from  the 
community  of  the  Spirit,  evangelism 
may  excite  wind  and  tongues  of  fire,  but 
unless  persons  are  added  to  the  com¬ 
munity  of  faith,  the  noise  will  grow  dim 
and  the  fire  will  burn  out." 


To  be  a  member  of  the  church, 
however,  means  to  put  faith  into  daily 
action,  he  said.  “Discipleship  means  the 
deployment  of  human  energies”  and  the 
place  for  that  is  “wherever  human  life 
presses  up  against  the  world.” 

The  usual  image  of  a  “church  worker” 
is  one  of  a  person  who  bears  a  lot  of 
organizational  responsibility,  Bishop 
Clymer  noted.  Yet  the  place  of 
discipleship  is  “principally  among  the 
secular  structures  of  society”  with  what 
the  bishop  termed  “pluriform 
ministries.” 

These  involve  day  to  day,  week  by 
week  tasks:  “Visitation  in  the  homes  of 
the  sick,  the  neglected,  the  unchurched. 
Community  needs  identified  and  met. 
Awareness  of  Christian  world  mission 
cultivated.  Daily  occupations  trans¬ 
formed  into  the  locus  of  Christian 
vocation.” 

Baptism  not  a  baby  show 

And  within  the  church  he  called  for 
"baptisms  that  are  more  than  baby 
shows  .  .  .  church  schools  that  are  in  fact 
schools  of  biblical  instruction  in  the  faith 
.  .  .  services  of  worship  and  preaching 
that  clearly  offer  Christ  to  the  people.” 

He  called  on  church  members  to  make 
public  their  experiences  of  discipleship, 
both  its  joys  and  sufferings.  How  can  we 
pray  meaningfully  for  each  other,  he 
asked,  unless  successes  and  failures  are 
shared.  Then  worship,  he  added,  can 
become  a  place  where  discipleship  is 
celebrated. 

In  his  final  address,  Bishop  Clymer 
referred  to  the  positive  side  of  personal 
religious  experiences  as  often  marking 
the  turning  point  in  a  person’s  life.  But  he 
cautioned  that  the  life  of  discipleship 
“does  not  have  as  its  goal  a  series  of 
religious  experiences.  To  be  a  disciple  is 
precisely  not  to  center  upon  oneself.” 

Religious  experiences  are  to  be  sought 
and  cherished,  he  advised,  “only  as  they 
illuminate  and  strengthen  the  Christian 
experience  of  life. 

“We  are  not  called  to  have  an  ex¬ 
perience  of  love,  but  to  love,  not  to  have 
an  experience  of  sorrow  for  the  poor  but 
to  feed  the  poor,  not  to  feel  sorry  for  the 
captives  but  to  bring  deliverance." 


Indiana  U.M.s  lead 
fight  against  gambling 


Force”  of  14  persons  who  for  10  weeks 
show  genuine  Christian  concern  for  other 
persons.  The  program  includes  an  “I 
Care”  bracelet  with  the  name  of  the 
persons  receiving  the  special  concern  on 
the  underside  of  the  bracelet.  Write: 
Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Evaluation  of  Local  Church  Programs 
in  Youth  Ministry  —  A  five  page 
questionnaire  to  help  any  church 
measure  its  commitment  and  outreach  in 
youth  ministry.  Write:  Discipleship 
Resources,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202. 

Will  world 
hunger  he 
debated? 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
convenes  April  27-May  8  in  Portland, 
Oregon.  The  following  is  the  third  in  a 
series  of  articles  in  which  TM/UMR 
summarizes  some  of  the  major  issues  to 
face  the  delegates. 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Will  world  hunger  be  a  major  issue  at 
General  Conference  during  its 
quadrennial  session  set  to  begin  in  late 
April? 

Few  persons  would  have  answered  that 
question  negatively  six  months  ago,  but 
with  only  about  three  months  remaining 
until  the  session  begins  some  United 
Methodists  wonder  “What  is  left  to  do 
with  that  issue?” 

World  hunger  became  one  of  two 
emergency  priorities  of  the  church 
through  action  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
nearly  a  year  ago.  The  historic  priority 
setting  was  the  first  time  the  UMC  has 
named  such  a  priority  apart  from 
General  Conference. 

The  result  has  been  that  the  hunger 
issues  have  been  “fought  out”  at  the 
general  church  level  and  gathered  in  a 
package  which  is  now  being  im¬ 
plemented  and  set  in  motion  for  the  next 
quadrennium  without  ever  going  to 
General  Conference  for  “approval.”  The 
hunger  program  will  be  “reported”  to 
the  General  Conference  by  GCOM,  but 
General  Conference  is  not  required  to  act 
on  it. 

In  spite  of  this  seeming  “neat 
package,”  many  persons  who  have 
worked  with  the  issue  during  the  past 
year  are  not  willing  to  predict  that  it  will 
escape  the  attention  of  the  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Norman  Dewire,  general 
secretary  of  the  GCOM,  says,  in  fact,  he 
believes  a  hunger  issue  debate  will 
surface  at  General  Conference. 

“It’s  a  big  issue,”  he  said,  “and  I 
seriously  doubt  that  the  existence  of  the 
course  of  action  approved  by  GCOM  will 
keep  it  or  should  keep  it  from  emerging.” 
He  said  he  feels  a  discussion  may  rise 
from  the  floor  of  the  conference  on  any 
number  of  related  issues. 

“Financing”  may  come  to  the  floor  as 
an  issue,  particularly,  he  said.  The 
present  hunger  plan  calls  for  $5  million 
per  year  to  be  raised  through  Advance 
Special  “second-mile  giving”  for  use  in 
fighting  the  root  causes  of  hunger. 

Use  of  the  money  collected  for  hunger 
also  may  come  in  for  discussion.  The 
GCOM-approved  plan  calls  for  60  per 
cent  of  the  money  to  go  for  development 
and  relief  in  hunger  areas,  20  per  cent  to 
go  for  dealing  with  the  effect  of  American 
"lifestyles”  as  they  effect  world  hunger, 
and  20  per  cent  to  go  toward  influencing 
of  “public  policy”  on  hunger  related 
issues.  That  “formula”  may  attract 
debate,  as  it  already  has  within  a  number 
of  church  agencies. 

As  with  so  many  other  issues  to  face 
General  Conference,  world  hunger  has  a 
possibility  of  being  hotly  debated  or 
routinely  examined  and  left  moving  the 
direction  it  started. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  United  Methodism 
is  in  the  forefront  here  of  a  major  church- 
sponsored  campaign  to  put  down  the 
threat  of  legalized  parimutuel  gambling 
in  Indiana. 

With  state  legislative  votes  on  the  issue 
expected  as  early  as  this  week,  the 
Indiana  Council  of  Churches  was 
receiving  strong  campaign  support  from 
U.M.  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton  and  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society’s  top  trouble-shooter,  the  Rev. 
John  P.  Adams  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Calling  for  "action  now”  to  help  con¬ 
tain  a  "gambling  mania  which  is 
spreading  state  by  state,”  Mr.  Adams 
issued  an  appeal  Monday  to  all  U.M. 
clergypersons  in  Indiana  to  lead  the 
opposition  to  the  gambling  bills  in  their 
local  churches. 

Bishop  Alton  issued  a  similar  appeal 
January  1. 

Indiana  House  and  Senate  bills  to 
legalize  parimutuel  betting  at  horse 
races  on  an  individual  basis  are  back 
again  for  a  second  try,  after  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  veto  of  a  similar  measure  last  year 
was  sustained  by  only  a  one- vote  margin. 

Parimutuel  betting  is  over-the-counter 
betting  at  sporting  events,  as  opposed  to 
casino  gambling. 

“It’s  going  to  be  close  again,”  Mr. 
Adams  predicted  last  week.  “The  church 
has  a  concern  to  help  stop  this  first  step 
toward  legitimizing  gambling  in 
Indiana.” 

He  said  he  believes  defeat  of  the 
gambling  measure  in  that  state  can 
“help  stem  the  tide  in  other  states.  If 
Indiana  can  maintain  its  longtime  stand 
^against  legalized  gambling,  situated  as  it 


is  in  the  middle  of  states  which  have 
actively  promoted  gambling  (Michigan. 
Ohio,  Illinois  and  Kentucky)  that  will 
help  people  in  other  states  examine  the 
issue  more  seriously.” 

In  his  letter  to  Indiana  clergy,  Mr. 
Adams  urged  them  and  their  parish¬ 
ioners  to  “make  immediate  and  continu¬ 
ing  contact”  with  legislators.  He  called 
for  three-pronged  action  by  U.M. 
churchpersons : 

•  letters  and  phone  calls  to  legislators, 
and  familiarity  with  each  legislator’s 
voting  record; 

•  newsletters,  sermons  and  bulletin 
inserts  about  the  issue  in  local 
congregations; 

•  efforts  to  get  local  media  to 
editorialize  against  parimutuel  gam¬ 
bling. 

The  bills  most  certainly  will  pass,  Mr 
Adams  told  clergypersons.  “Gov.  Otis 
Bowen  will  veto  them,  but  a  simple 
majority  vote  can  over-ride  the  veto.  It  is 
imperative  that  churches  and  citizens' 
groups  act  now." 

The  Indiana  Council  of  Churches, 
which  is  coordinating  the  anti-gambling 
campaign,  was  also  encouraging 
citizens’  groups  to  form  and  prepare  to 
testify  at  the  public  hearing  which  will 
proceed  the  vote,  Mr.  Adams  said. 

“Where  citizens  resist,  states  have  said 
‘no’,”  he  noted,  citing  Texas,  Oklahoma 
and  New  Jersey  as  examples. 

Mr.  Adams,  who  said  he  is  serving  only 
as  a  consultant  in  the  fight,  told 
TM/  UMR  that  “it  is  important  for  the 
whole  United  Methodist  Church  to  know 
that  we  all  have  a  concern  about  the 
gambling  trend.”  His  efforts  he  said,  are 
“an  attempt  to  apply  specifically  the 
statement  of  the  General  Conference 
about  legalized  gambling.” 


the  church  today 


12  conferences  report 
membership  increase  for  1974 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A  dozen 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
bucked  the  trend  for  the  denomination  as 
a  whole  and  reported  membership  in¬ 
creases  in  1974,  the  most  recent  figures 
available,  according  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  statistical  office  here. 

Gains  ranged  from  44  to  3,300  members 
or  from  .11  per  cent  to  7.5  per  cent. 
Included  were  Alabama-West  Florida, 
350  or  7.5  per  cent;  Central  Texas,  562  or 
.47  per  cent;  Florida,  2,915  or  .91  per 
cent;  Louisiana,  695  or  .52  per  cent; 
Louisville,  107  or  .11  per  cent;  New 
Hampshire,  44  or  .27  per  cent;  North 
Arkansas,  435  or  .44  per  cent;  North 
Georgia,  2,532,  or  1.08  per  cent; 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary,  55,  or  .54 
per  cent;  South  Carolina,  3,303  or  1.43  per 
cent;  South  Georgia,  655  or  .45  per  cent; 
and  Troy,  374  or  .45  per  cent. 

Largest  reported  loss,  based  on  the 
1974  figures,  was  Southern  California- 
Arizona,  down  10,314  or  4.68  per  cent. 
Largest  percentage  drop  was  Puerto 
Rico  with  8.56  per  cent  on  a  net  loss  of  894. 
U.M.  mayor  gives  away 
his  $3,100  pay  raise 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Mayor-elect 
Charles  Stenvig  has  announced  that  he 
will  give  away  the  $3,100  pay  raise  that 
the  Minneapolis  City  Council  has  voted 
for  his  office. 

He  will  donate  the  money  to  his 
congregation,  Minnehaha  United 
Methodist  Church  and  charitable 
organizations. 

“I’ve  never  been  able  to  give  my 
church  what  I  wanted  to  give  it,"  Mr. 
Stenvig  said.  “I’ve  never  had  any  money 
to  be  able  to  do  it  before.” 

The  mayor -elect  said  the  pay  raise 
would  also  be  shared  by  the  United  Way ; 
the  Salvation  Army;  Brother  DePaul’s 
House  of  Charity,  and  Hospitality  House, 
Inc.  The  latter  is  an  evangelical-oriented 
organization  that  provides  a  sports 
program  and  other  activities  for  inner 
city  youth. 

Search  begins  for  Church 
and  Society  executive 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  -  The 
search  for  a  successor  to  Jane  Mills 
Reed,  recently  resigned  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  executive,  was  launched 
here  Jan.  7. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Division  of  Emerging  Social  Issues 


named  a  search  committee  to  receive 
applications  or  nominations,  with  a  Feb 
25  deadline.  It  said  it  would  seek  the 
“best  qualified  person”  with  the 
qualifications  specified  to  include  critical 
emerging  issues,  theological  sensitivity 
to  the  social  implications  of  the  Gospel, 
and  commitment  to  the  life  and  work  of 
the  church. 

The  search  committee  was  instructed 
to  seek  the  most  representative  possible 
group  of  applicants.  It  is  headed  by 
Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  to  whom  ap¬ 
plications  should  go,  at  325  Emerald 
Terrace,  Sun  Prairie,  Wise.  53590. 

Dr.  Paul  Stauffer  accepts 
Dallas  Council  of  Churches  post 

DALLAS  —  Dr. 
Paul  A.  Stauffer, 
former  Assistant 
General  Secretary 
for  Parish  and  Com¬ 
munity  Ministries 
for  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s 
Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  New 
York  City,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  a  call  to  the 
position  of  execu- 
the  Greater  Dallas 
Council  of  Churches,  it  was  announced 
here  Jan.  5  by  Dr.  Floyd  Norman  and 
Charles  G.  Cullum,  retiring  and  incom¬ 
ing  presidents  of  the  Council.  He  will 
assume  his  new  duties  in  February.- 
The  Council,  which  is  beginning  its  26th 
year,  is  a  federation  of  231  member  or 
associated  congregations  representing  24 
different  denominations  including 
Roman  Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
churches. 

Postal  rate  hikes  work  hardship 
on  religious  press 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  decision  by 
the  U.  S.  Court  Of  Appeals  to  lift  a  lower 
court  injunction  against  postal  rate  hikes 
will  work  a  definite  hardship  on  the 
religious  press,  according  to  a 
spokesman  for  the  U.  S.  Catholic  press. 
The  higher  rates  became  effective  Dec. 
31. 

James  A.  Doyle,  executive  director  of 
the  Catholic  Press  Association,  said  the 
actual  increase  for  second-class  non¬ 
profit  mailers  is  "hard  to  figure,”  but  he 
estimated  that  the  overall  rise  would  be 
between  25  and  30  per  cent  of  present 
costs. 


Dr.  Stauffer 
tive  director  of 
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By  Bishop  W. 
Kenneth  Pope 

The  importance  of  this  book  is 
that  it  is  more  than  a  personal 
story.  The  author  has  related  the 
events  of  his  life  so  as  to  reflect 
some  of  the  main  characteristics 


—  social,  historical  and  ec¬ 
clesiastical  —  of  much  of  this 
century  in  the  United  States, 
especially  in  the  Southwest. 
Southern  Methodist  University, 
its  early  days  and  its  present 
status  as  a  Church  related  in¬ 
stitution,  is  given  generous 
treatment.  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  is  evaluated  as  from  an 
outsider  who  is  at  the  same  time  a 
part  of  the  Perkins  campus.  The 
Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Texas 
Conference  of  Church,  the  Oxford 
(England)  Conference  on  Life 
and  Work  as  the  springboard  of 
the  present  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Arkansas  Methodism, 
together  with  the  Joseph 
McCarthy  days  of  the  nineteen 
fifties  and  the  rough  days  of  the 
late  sixties,  all  come  in  for  pur¬ 
view  and  assessment. 


"This  is  a  slice  of  living  history 
—a  lively  memoir  that  views  the 
twentieth  century  through  the 
eyes  of  one  who  has  shared  in  and 
who  has  affected  its  course.  It  will 
interest  all  who  have  known  (or 
known  ot)  Bishop  Pope  —  and 
that's  a  multitude  —  and  if  will  be 
of  help  to  future  historians  in 
their  efforts  to  put  the  century 
into  perspective." 

Albert  C.  Outler 

"The  historical  sections  will  be 
valuable  sources  for  church, 
university  and  seminary.  As  an 
autobiography  of  a  bishoo,  it 
surely  will  be  recognised  as  one  of 
the  very  best  ones  on  all  counts." 

Joseph  O.  Quillian  Jr.,  Dean 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
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Pastors  staying  longer 

Experts  say  trend  is  healthy  for  local  church 


Offering  helps  people  help  themselves 


PHILADELPHIA — A  teacher  in  a  day-care  center  in 
Community  Concern  13  here,  teaches  two  young  children  how 
to  read.  She  is  one  of  many  volunteers  who  help  people  help 
themselves  in  projects  assisted  by  the  Human  Relations  Day 

‘Boston  Affirmations’  issued 


offering.  The  offering  provides  funding  for  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Service,  Community  Developers.  In-Service 
Training  for  Ethnic  Minorities  and  Police-Community 
Relations.  photo  by  susan  angus 


Activists  oppose  theological 
escapism  in  new  document 


CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  (RNS)  —  An 
ecumenical  group  of  21  Christian  ac¬ 
tivists  here  has  issued  a  statement 
designed  to  spur  discussion  of  God’s 
concern  for  social  problems  and  the 
theological  basis  for  social  action. 

Entitled  “The  Boston  Affirmations,” 
the  statement  was  issued  by  members  of 
the  Boston  Industrial  Mission  Task* 
Force,  a  group  organized  in  1974  to  focus 
study  and  action  on  the  ethical  im¬ 
plications  of  social,  urban  and  en¬ 
vironmental  problems. 

Dr.  Ignacio  Casteura,  Claremont,  Cal. 
was  the  only  United  Methodist  signer.  He 
is  a  visiting  professor  at  the  Claremont 
School  of  Theology  executive  director  of 
the  All  Nations  Foundation,  Los 
Angeles,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

It  came  almost  a  year  after  the 
“Hartford  Appeal,"  rejecting  13  themes 
in  Christian  theology,  was  issued  by  an 
ecumenical  group  meeting  at  Hartford 
Seminary.  Herman  Faramelli,  co¬ 
director  of  the  Boston  Industrial  Mission, 
said  the  Boston  statement  had  been  in¬ 
fluenced  by,  but  was  not  intended  as  a 
response  to,  the  Hartford  statement. 

Mr.  Faramelli  acknowledged  that  the 
signers  of  the  Boston  Affirmations  are 
critical  of  the  Hartford  statement.  But  he 
said  the  Boston  group  had  begun  meeting 
before  the  Hartford  Appeal  was  issued, 
and  that  its  statement  had  also  been 
prompted  by  such  things  as  the  1973 
Declaration  of  Evangelical  Social 
Concern  and  the  pastoral  letter  on 
Appalachia  issued  last  year  by  25  Roman 
Catholic  bishops. 

“We  are  not  saying  that  all  of  religious 
experience  can  be  contained  in  the 
human  world,”  Mr.  Faramelli  explained. 
But  he  noted  that  everyone  in  the  Boston 


group  “is  against  theological  escapism,” 
and  that  the  statement  is  “trying  to  call 
people  away  from  that  trend  toward 
escapism.” 

In  drafting  the  Boston  Affirmations,  he 
said,  “our  concern  was  not  just  to  issue  a 
theological  statement,  but  to  initiate  a 
theological  process.” 

One  of  the  signers  of  the  Boston 
Affirmations  was  Dr.  Harvey  Cox,  of 
Harvard  Divinity  School.  He  said  the 
members  of  the  Boston  group  felt  that  the 
Hartford  statement  “did  not  have  a 
sufficient  understanding  of  Christ. 
There’s  almost  no  mention  of  Christology 
in  the  Hartford  statement.” 

Another  difference  between  the  two 
documents,  Dr.  Cox  said,  was  that 
whereas  the  Hartford  Appeal  was  a  list  of 
criticisms,  the  Boston  Affirmations 
constitute  “a  list  of  celebrations.” 

Real  life,  not  just  academic 

He  emphasized  that  members  of  the 
task  force  that  produced  the  Boston 
statement  had  been  working  together  on 
such  issues  as  busing,  peace,  and 
ecology.  “It  is  not  just  an  academic 
statement,  but  a  reflection  of  a  common 
effort,”  Dr.  Cox  said.  “To  us  that’s  ab¬ 
solutely  fundamental.” 

“The  living  God  is  active  in  current 
struggles  to  bring  a  Reign  of  Justice, 
Righteousness,  Love  and  Peace,”  the 
Boston  Affirmations  say.  “The  Judeo- 
Christian  traditions  are  pertinent  to  the 
dilemmas  of  our  world.  All  believers  are 
called  to  preach  the  good  news  to  the 
poor,  to  proclaim  release  to  the  captives 
and  recovery  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set 
at  liberty  those  who  are  oppressed  and  to 
proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord.” 

The  statement  charges  that  racism. 


genocide,  imperialism,  and  sexism  are 
“contrary  to  God’s  purposes  and  im¬ 
poverish  us  all.”  It  adds  that  “all 
wisdom  must  also  be  tested  for  its 
capacity  to  reveal  the  human  depen¬ 
dence  on  the  source  of  life,  to  grasp  the 
depths  of  sin,  to  liberate,  to  evoke  proph¬ 
ecy  and  to  form  genuine  covenant.” 
covenant." 

Among  the  areas  in  which  the  “trans¬ 
forming  reality  of  God’s  reign  is  found 
today,”  the  affirmations  say,  are  “the 
struggles  of  the  poor  to  gain  a  share  of 
the  world’s  wealth,”  “the  transforming 
drive  for  ethnic  dignity  against  the 
persistent  racism  of  human  hearts  and 
social  institutions,”  and  “the  endeavor 
by  women  to  overcome  Sexist  subor¬ 
dination  in  the  church’s  ministry,  in 
society  at  large,  and  in  the  images  that 
bind  our  minds  and  bodies.” 

The  statement  speaks  favorably  of 
efforts  to  develop  a  love  for  cities  “as 
centers  of  civility,  culture,  and  human 
interdependence,”  to  provide  adequate 
health  care  for  the  sick  and  elderly,  to 
develop  technology  to  preserve 
ecological  resources,  and  to  treat 
prisoners  and  wrongdoers  “with  dignity 
and  fairness." 

On  these  grounds,  the  statement’s 
signers  declare,  “we  can  not  stand  with 
those  secular  cynics  and  religious 
spiritualizes  who  see  in  such  witnesses 
no  theology,  not  eschatological  urgency, 
and  no  Godly  promise  or  judgment.  In 
such  spiritual  blindness,  secular  or 
religious,  the  world  as  God’s  creation  is 
abandoned,  sin  rules,  liberation  is 
frustrated,  covenant  is  broken,  prophecy 
is  stilled,  wisdom  is  betrayed,  suffering 
love  is  transformed  into  triviality,  and 
the  church  is  transmuted  into  a  club  for 
self-  or  transcendental  awareness.” 


say 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

The  average  United  Methodist  pastor 
is  staying  longer  at  one  church  these 
days  than  he  used  to. 

Perhaps  only  one  in  20  stays  10  years  or 
longer.  But  pastorates  of  seven  or  eight 
years  are  on  the  increase,  say  at  least 
two  experts  in  the  pastoral  ministry  field. 

And  such  a  trend  is  definitely  healthy, 
says  one  of  them,  the  Rev.  Lyle  Schaller, 
a  U.M.  minister  who  works  annually  with 
some  200  local  churches  as  a  parish 
consultant  with  the  ecumenical 
Yokefellow  Institute  in  Illinois. 

Pastors  are  staying  longer,  agrees  Dr. 
Robert  Thornburg,  an  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Two 
factors  have  contributed,  he  says. 
Pastors  no  longer  have  to  move  in  order 
to  get  salary  increases.  And  more 
widespread  use  of  evaluative  in¬ 
struments  and  support  systems  give 
pastors  on-the-job  incentives  to  stay  — 
and  congregations  to  keep  them. 

Bishop  Ralph  Ward  of  the  New  York 
area  and  president  of  the  U.M.  Council  of 
Bishops,  isn’t  so  sure  long-term 
pastorates  represent  a  new  trend.  “The 
Methodist  Church  has  never  moved 
pastors  as  rapidly  as  some 
denominations,”  he  told  TM/  UMR.  “At 
least  in  our  jurisdiction  stable  pastorates 
have  a  long  tradition.”  If  there  is  even 
greater  stability  today,  he  says,  it  makes 
sense.  “It  takes  a  period  of  time  to  relate 
to  the  people  you’re  working  with  and 
strengthen  your  ministry.” 

It’s  too  many  short-term  pastorates, 
not  long-term  ones,  which  have  created  a 
major  problem  in  some  churches,  Mr. 
Schaller  maintains.  Congregations  and 
cabinets  alike,  he  says,  are  beginning  to 
recognize  that: 

•  A  pastor’s  greatest  effectiveness 
begins  in  his  fourth  or  fifth  year  at  a 
church. 

•  Changing  pastors  to  avoid  conflict 
situations  is  not  nearly  as  constructive  as 
keeping  a  pastor  and  working  through 
the  conflicts. 

•  Frequent  moves  by  pastors  can  work 
real  hardship  on  their  working  spouses, 
who  may  have  to  change  or  even 
surrender  jobs. 

Continuous  moves,  moreover,  have 
become  very  expensive  for  pastor  and 
congregation  alike,  Bishop  Ward  noted. 

Congregations  also  have  trouble 
maintaining  continuity  in  ministry  when 
their  pastors  come  and  go  too  frequently, 
Mr.  Schaller  says. 

“In  a  20  year  period  some  churches 
may  not  have  had  a  single  pastor  longer 
than  four  years.  Some  —  particularly  the 
smaller  churches  —  have  been  hurt  by  a 
succession  of  ministers  just  out  of 
seminary  who  stayed  only  two  or  three 
years.  This  is  a  far  more  serious  problem 
than  that  created  by  a  very  long 
pastorate.” 

No  statistics  are  currently  available  on 
the  length  of  pastorates  across  the 
denomination.  Dr.  Thornburg  estimates 
that  only  about  200  U.M.  full-time  pastors 
in  full  connection  have  served  20  years  or 
more  in  the  same  church.  “That  long  a 
pastorate  does  cut  across  the  U.M. 


tradition  of  itineracy,”  he  notes. 

While  the  denomination  does  not  have 
a  fixed  limit,  the  old  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South  had  a  policy  and  practice  of 
four  years’  maximum  service.  And  M.  E. 
North,  says  Mr.  Schaller  tended  not  to 
leave  a  pastor  much  longer  than  that. 

He  believes  that  a  good  maximum  stay 
in  one  church  is  10  to  12  years  —  “but 
there  must  be  many,  many  exceptions.” 
(See  related  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page.) 

By  and  large,  those  who  stay  a  very 
long  time  “have  built  deep  continuing 
relationships  with  their  congregations  — 
seen  them  through  baptism,  con¬ 
firmation,  marriage,  counseling,  etc.” 
Ideally  the  20-  or  25-year  pastor  sees  his 


pastorate  as  “a  series  of  chapters  in 
personal  and  professional  growth.  He 
doesn’t  just  do  the  same  things  over  and 
over.” 

It’s  true,  Mr.  Schaller  says,  that  a  long¬ 
term  pastor  may  be  a  hard  act  to  follow. 
A  recent  survey  of  pastors  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  a  long-term  pastor  showed  that 
three-quarters  of  them  had  trouble 
making  the  adjustment.  “They  weren’t 
there  long.  They  were  transitional 
pastors,  buffers.” 

But  even  that  problem,  he  believes,  is 
not  insurmountable  if  lay  leaders  can  be 
trained  to  deal  with  different  styles  of 
leadership.  “It  doesn’t  have  to  be  a 
traumatic  experience.” 


Long  term  pastorates 
rare  but  rewarding 
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‘Hartford’  responds  to  ‘Boston’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Two  of  the 
prime  movers  behind  the  “Hartford 
Appeal  for  Theological  Affirmation” 
have  criticized  the  “Boston  Affir¬ 
mations”  as  being  regressive  and  setting 
up  a  dichotomy  between  liberal  and 
conservative  approaches  to  Christian 
action.  (See  related  story  this  page.) 

In  telephone  interviews  with  Religious 
News  Service  the  Rev.  Richard  John 
Neuhaus,  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod  clergyman  and  author,  and  Dr. 
Peter  Berger,  Rutgers  University 
sociologist,  welcomed  the  Boston 
statement  as  a  means  of  continuing  the 
dialogue  begun  when  the  Hartford 
Appeal  was  issued  in  early  1975. 

But  they  were  both  critical  of  what  they 
felt  to  be  a  liberal  political  perspective  in 
the  Boston  Affirmations  which  they 
feared  might  imply  an  attempt  to  ex¬ 
clude  Christians  who  would  not  accept 
that  document’s  formulas  and  agendas 
for  social  change. 

Mr.  Neuhaus  commented  that  the 
Boston  statement  raised  “some  rather 
serious  and  fundamental  questions" 
about  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian,  but 
felt  that  it  also  “reaffirmed  the  old 
stereotypes  of  liberalism  and  conserva¬ 
tism.” 

Contrasting  the  Hartford  statement’s 
perspective  on  social  change  with  that  of 
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the  Boston  Affirmations,  he  said,  “The 
engagement  of  the  church  has  to  be  much 
more  diverse  than  simply  putting  the 
Jesus  brand  on  one’s  own  program  for 
social  change.” 

In  Dr.  Berger’s  view,  “the  Boston 
group  wants  to  nail  us  down  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  agenda  which,  broadly  speaking, 
is  a  left-liberal  agenda."  He  declared 
that  “it’s  a  very  serious  mistake  to  say 
that  this  is  what  Christians  are  to  be 
concerned  with.” 

To  take  such  a  position,  the  sociologist 
said,  is  tantamount  to  “excommunicat¬ 
ing  the  majority  of  American  Christ¬ 
ians.”  What  gets  across  from  the  Boston 
Affirmations,  Dr.  Berger  commented, 
“is  that  this  agenda  is  what  Christians 
ought  to  be  concerned  with.  And  I  don’t 
buy  this.” 

Dr.  Harvey  Cox  of  Harvard  Divinity 
School,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Boston 
statement,  had  said  that  members  of  the 
Boston  group  felt  that  the  Hartford 
statement  failed  to  adequately  em¬ 
phasize  Christology.  He  contrasted  the 
two  by  describing  the  Hartford  statement 
as  a  list  of  criticisms  while  the  Boston 
Affirmations  were  designed  to  be  “a  list 
of  celebrations.” 

Both  Mr.  Neuhaus  and  Dr.  Berger 
responded  to  the  point  on  Christology  by 
pointing  out  that  the  Hartford  statement 
had  also  omitted  mentions  of  other  im¬ 
portant  Christian  doctrines,  such  as  the 
Trinity,  sacraments  and  Scripture. 

“Hartford  was  talking  about  the 
religious  situation  in  America,"  Mr. 
Neuhaus  said.  “It  was  not  a  creed  or  a 
celebration  of  beliefs.” 

Both  men  agreed  that  the  Hartford 
Appeal  had  taken  a  negative  perspective, 
and  felt  that  it  should  have.  “I  think  that 
the  Christian  Gospel  always  begins  with 
an  affirmation  of  the  negative,”  Mr. 
Neuhaus  commented.  “Vital  religion  is 
that  which  stands  over  against  the 
culture  and  says  ‘No.’  ” 

Although  Dr.  Berger  agreed  that  the 
Hartford  Appeal  was  “a  negative 
statement,"  he  emphasized  that  its 
signers  “did  not  come  out  against  social 
and  political  involvements  of  the  chur¬ 
ch.”  To  say  that  it  did  would  be  a  “gross 
distortion"  of  the  Hartford  document,  he 
said. 

Asked  whether  the  Hartford  and 
Boston  statements  should  be  considered 
mutually  exclusive,  Mr.  Neuhaus 
replied.  “They  are  both  statements  made 
from,  and  to,  as  I  understand  it,  the 


Christian  community  in  America.  And 
therefore  they  cannot  be  mutually  ex¬ 
clusive  unless  we  are  trying  to  ex¬ 
communicate  one  another.” 

r — Bicentennial  Notes~ — 

Asbury’s 
rugged  voyage 

By  CHARLES  M.  CHAKOUR 

Francis  Asbury  served  a  realistic  and 
rough  internship  for  what  was  to  be  his 
ministry  to  the  rugged  society  of  the 
American  colonies.  While  at  sea  on  his 
way  to  America  he  sought  to  make  the 
ship’s  company  his  congregation.  His 
Journal  entry  for  the  Lord’s  Day,  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1771,  reads: 

“I  preached  to  the  ship’s  company  on 
John  3:23,  but  alas!  they  were  insensible 
creatures.  My  heart  has  been  much 
pained  on  their  account  ...  I  feel  a 
strong  desire  to  be  given  up  to  God,  body, 
soul,  time,  and  talents,  for  more  than 
heretofore.” 

About  a  week  later,  on  September  30th, 
he  records  another  attempt  to  save 
souls: 

“I  preached  to  the  ship’s  company 
again,  on  these  words,  ‘To  you  is  the  word 
of  this  salvation  sent.’  I  felt  some 
drawings  of  soul  towards  them,  but  saw 
no  fruit.  Yet  still  I  must  go  on.  Whilst 
they  will  hear,  I  will  preach,  as  I  have 
opportunity.” 

In  his  sixth  week  at  sea,  Asbury  had 
still  not  given  up  and  reports  his  con¬ 
tinued  attempts,  failure  and  his 
resolution  to  continue  to  bring  the 
.members  of  the  ship’s  company  under 
judgment.  On  October  13th,  a  windy  day, 
Asbury  wrote: 

“Though  it  was  very  windy,  I  fixed  my 
back  against  the  mizen-mast  and 
preached  freely  on  those  well-known 
words,  2  Cor.  5:20,  ‘Now  then  we  are 
ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God 
did  beseech  you  by  us:  we  pray  you  in 
Christ’s  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.’  I 
felt  the  power  of  truth  on  my  own  soul, 
but  still,  alas!  saw  no  visible  fruit:  but 
my  witness  is  in  heaven,  that  I  have  not 
shunned  to  declare  to  them  all  the 
counsel  of  God.” 

Mr.  Chakour,  u  casurer  of  the  Northern 
Illinois  Conference,  has  compiled  a 
series  of  excerpts  from  Asbury's 
“Journal"  for  TM-UMR  for  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
In  a  denomination  long  accustomed  to 
itineracy,  or  “travelling  preachers,”  it’s 
the  rare  pastor  who  stays  20,  30,  even  40 
years  in  the  same  church.  What  keeps 
him  there? 

TM/UMR  staffpersons  talked  re¬ 
cently  with  three  United  Methodist 
ministers  who  have  broken  the  itineracy 
mold,  about  their  long-term  pastorates. 

“Country  preacher” 

“If  there’s  a  field  where  you’re  needed 
and  you’re  helping  people  and  they  love 
you  well  enough,  why  go  someplace 
else?” 

It’s  that  simple  to  Dr.  John  Sawyer, 
who  has  spent  the  past  35  years  at  St. 
Paul’s  UMC,  Staunton,  Va.  After  all  that 
time,  he  says,  “you’re  not  just  pastor  of  a 
church  but  pastor  of  a  community.  You 
know  everybody  and  can  minister  to 
everybody.” 

Though  he  calls  himself  “just  a  country 
preacher,”  Dr.  Sawyer  was  honored 
recently  by  the  establishment  of  the  John 
R.  Sawyer  Chair  of  Preaching  at  United 
Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio  — 
an  honor  seldom  accorded  an  individual 
during  his  lifetime.  But  preaching  is  only 
a  small  part  of  his  job  as  he  sees  it. 

“I  can  preach  and  you  can  set  there 
and  piously  listen,  but  other  things  are 
ministry :  going  out  where  help  is  needed. 
There  are  a  lot  of  broken-hearted  people 
in  the  world.” 

Working  with  drug  and  alcohol 
problems,  raising  money  for  community 
ambulances  and  broadcasting  to  shut-ins 
play  a  big  part  in  his  ministry,  he  says. 
“You’re  a  little  like  the  old  country 
doctor:  medical  person,  confessor, 
theologian,  problem-solver.” 

There  are  pitfalls  to  a  longtime 
ministry  in  one  place,  he  admits.  Some 
people  tend  to  take  you  for  granted.  And 
it’s  hard  to  have  something  new  and 
vibrant  to  say  Sunday  after  Sunday. 

But  he’s  not  about  to  give  it  all  up  and 
retire.  “I  haven’t  reached  that  stage  of 
senility  yet.” 

“Being  free” 

The  one  and  only  pastor  of  Casa  View 
UMC,  Dallas,  50-year-old  Rev.  Wil 
Bailey,  has  never  wanted  to  go  anywhere 
else,  but  he  confesses  he  hasn’t  had  many 
offers  either. 

“Somewhere  along  the  line,”  he  says, 
“a  minister  has  to  decide  whether  to  play 
ball  ecclesiastically  or  be  free  to  do  what 
he  wants  to  do.  I  chose  the  latter.” 

Casa  View,  where  he  has  served  for  22 
years,  has  had  a  somewhat  turbulent 
history,  Mr.  Bailey  admits.  It  owns  a 
liberal  image  among  United  Methodists 
in  a  generally  conservative  area.  Nearly 
500  members  left  in  a  huff  over 


theological  and  social  issues  in  the  ’60’s. 

A  movie  about  Casa  View  in  1967  aroused 
controversy  in  parts  of  the  nation.  And 
the  church  staff,  some  years  ago,  in¬ 
cluded  a  black  associate  minister 
married  to  a  white  woman. 

Some  drop-out  members  claimed,  he 
says,  that  one  has  to  be  an  “in- 
tegrationist,  a  liberal  and  a  Democrat 
(with  a  capitol  D)  to  be  a  member.”  Not 
so,  he  retorts.  “The  biggest  offense  to 
people  seems  to  be  that  you  do  what  you 
say.  This  church  acts  out  what  it  of¬ 
ficially  says  it  is  and  believes. 

“We  follow  the  Social  Principles.  That 
means  the  race  issue  is  not  negotiable. 
We  follow  the  official  order  of  worship. 
We  take  seriously  Christian  education. 
And  we  sometimes  get  in  trouble.” 

From  a  peak  of  almost  1,000  members, 
the  church  now  records  around  400.  A 
modest  gain  in  membership  in  recent 
years  indicates  Casa  View  has  checked 
the  exodus  and  is  slowly  growing  again. 
The  pastor  tries  to  head  off  mass 
defections  these  days  with  personal  visits 
to  each  prospective  family,  explaining 
clearly  the  position  of  his  church. 

If  he  had  it  all  to  do  again,  Mr.  Bailey 
says  he  would  stay  at  Casa  View.  What 
else?  “I  would  listen  earlier  to  how 
people  feel  rather  than  simply  how  they 
think.  I  would  strike  a  better  balance  be¬ 
tween  asserting  my  pastoral  authority 
and  encouraging  laypersons  to  take 
responsibility.” 

“It  just  happened” 

The  pastor  of  the  second  largest  U.M. 
church  in  the  Florida  Annual  Conference 
retired  last  June  after  44  years  there.  But 
Dr.  Paul  R.  Hortin  Ill’s  record  stay  at 
Christ  UMC,  St.  Petersburg,  was  never 
planned,  he  says.  It  just  happened. 

“It  seems  that  every  time  the  bishop 
considered  moving  me,”  he  says,  “we 
were  either  discussing  renovation  of  the 
church  property  or  were  in  the  middle  of 
a  building  or  remodeling  program.” 

Four  times  larger  than  when  “Dr. 
Paul”  came  there  in  1931,  Christ  UMC  is 
now  a  St.  Petersburg  landmark,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  local  press.  Five  Sunday 
morning  worship  services,  including  an 
afternoon  ecumenical  celebration,  help 
accommodate  the  city’s  many  tourists. 
“I  believe  in  having  services  when  people 
are  there,  no  matter  when  that  is,”  the 
retired  pastor  says.  He  also  encouraged 
Christ  Church  to  open  its  doors  to  “many, 
many  community  organizations.”  And  he 
stressed  a  strong  team  ministry  “so  we 
could  visit  our  people  no  matter  where 
they  moved  in  the  community.” 

Ministry  means  “taking  care  of  people 
one  by  one,”  he  told  TM/  UMR.  “We 
always  tried  to  make  the  stranger  feel  at 
home.” 


Join  The  Calcutta 

Milk 
Run 


Dateline: 

Calcutta, 

India 


Each  dawn  reveals  the  start  of  a  program  to  feed  thousands  of 
undernourished  children.  On  street  corners,  in  courtyards,  at 
churches— children  gather  for  a  morning  meal  of  milk, 
chapitas  and  other  high  protein  food.  This  is  love  in  action. 

A  UMCOR  project— one  of  many  United  Methodist  Child 
Support  programs — which  minister  to  more  than  a  million 
children  each  day.  In  India  UMCOR  works  with  CASA 
(Church's  Auxiliary  for  Social  Action)  to  provide  better 
education,  medical  care,  and  homes  for  children  and  adults. 

Become  a  part  of  the  daily  milk  run. 

’  ™  212-275-6 

Sign  up  now  for  the  Calcutta  Milk  Run 


Clip  this  coupon 
i;  and  mail  with  Street  ad< 

■j  your  check  to: 

||  UMCOR  Rm.  1439  cry _ 

!?  475  Riverside  Dr, 

I  New  York,  N.Y.  10027  Church. 
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From  Marksville  Church 


It’s  a  mother-daughter  decision 
for  Christian  service 


UMW  of  Boynton 
Church  report 
year 


busy 


V  C'  -Tfl 

Charles  Riddle,  III,  Miss  Ginger  Forman,  and  Robert  Riddle 
spoke  at  the  Marksville  Church  congregation  on  Student 
Recognition  Sunday. 

It  is  no  small  honor  for  one  church  to 
claim  a  student  in  the  Centenary  School 
of  Church  Careers;  but  to  have  two 
members  making  their  decision  to  enroll 
at  the  same  time  is  something  of  a 
record!  This  might  offer  some  cause  for 
challenge  from  other  churches,  if  the 
decisions  at  Oak  Grove  Church  (on  the 
Marksville  Charge)  did  not  pose  a  unique 
situation.  The  two  persons  planning  to 
enroll  in  the  School  this  spring  are  a 
mother-daughter  duo!  They  are  Mrs. 

Nina  Bartlett  and  Miss  Donna  Bartlett. 


Mrs.  Nina  Bartlett  and  Miss  Donna  Bartlett  announce  their 
plans  to  enter  full  time  Church  service. 


“Love  Is  A  Circle”  was  the  theme  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women,  Boynton 
Church,  Gretna,  for  their  installation 
service  and  Bicentennial  Year  Annual 
Christmas  Fellowship  Banquet.  District 
President,  Mrs.  Ruth  Carter,  installed 
newly  elected  officers,  and  past 
presidents  were  honored  for  service 
which  they  had  rendered  over  a  period  of 
many  years. 

Boynton’s  women  closed  their  Yuletide 
festivities  with  the  following  projects: 
Christmas  project  for  shut-ins  and  senior 
citizens  at  home,  and  at  various  nursing 
homes;  a  party  for  children  and  their 
friends;  and  an  annual  Christmas  play. 
Countless  activities  of  service  throughout 
the  year  were  reported. 

NLU  Wesley  Foundation 
sponsors  summer  youth 
director  training 

Wesley  Foundation  of  Northeast 
Louisiana  University,  Monroe,  is 
sponsoring  a  Summer  Youth  Director 
Training  Session  January  30-31.  Purpose 
of  the  session,  according  to  the  Rev. 
James  E.  Wilson,  Campus  Minister,  is  to 
help  those  people  who  want  to  be  summer 
youth  directors  learn  how  to  do  a  better 
job  and  to  gain  confidence  in  applying  for 
such  a  position. 

The  worship  is  open  to  all  interested 
persons,  and  will  be  of  special  benefit  to 
laity  in  the  local  church  who  are  working 
with  youth  as  well  as  those  who  wish  to  be 
summer  volunteer  youth  directors. 

Leaders  include:  the  Rev.  Lor r is 
Wimberly,  Minister  to  Youth,  Noel 
Memorial  Church,  Shreveport;  the  Rev. 
Roy  Mouser,  Pastor  of  First  Church, 
New  Iberia;  Ms.  Rita  Crowell,  Director 
of  Religious  Education,  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Monroe;  the  Rev.  L.  Ray 
Branton,  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries. 

The  only  expense  for  participants  will 
be  food  and  housing,  which  can  be  held  to 
a  minimum.  Please  contact  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilson,  not  later  than  January  23,  at  the 
following  address:  Wesley  Foundation, 
112  Delano  Drive,  Monroe,  La.  71201. 


Mrs.  Bartlett’s  decision  goes  back  to 
her  youth  when  she  felt  the  “call  of  God” 
to  full  time  church  service  and  began  her 
college  work  in  California  only  to  drop 
out  and  delay  her  plans.  But  now  —  at  a 
time  in  her  life  when  many  people  begin 
thinking  and  planning  for  retirement, 
Mrs.  Bartlett’s  thoughts  are  on  returning 
to  her  “call”  which  she  had  heard  before. 
In  the  spring  of  1975  she  picked  up  where 
she  had  left  off,  and  became  a  student  in 

Shreveport  area 
Wiley  Colle 


Louisiana  College.  Her  interest  now  is  in 
Christian  Education,  with  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  music. 

Miss  Donna  Bartlett,  her  daughter,  is  a 
senior  music  major  at  McNeese 
University  in  Lake  Charles.  She  has  been 
very  active  in  the  Wesley  Foundation 
program  there,  and  out  of  her  ex¬ 
periences  while  attending  McNeese  she 
has  felt  a  “call”  to  full  time  Church 
service.  She  is  currently  a  member  of 
Simpson  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  but 
was  a  member  of  the  Oak  Grove  Church 
on  the  Marksville  Charge,  where  her 
mother  is  a  member. 

The  announcement  by  mother- 
daughter  Bartletts  came  on  Student 
Recognition  Sunday,  and  there  was  much 
cause  for  qelebration.  At  the  same  time, 
a  program  featured  Charles  Riddle,  III  a 
student  at  LSU  ;  Robert  Riddle,  a  student 
at  Texas  State  Technical  Institute;  and 
Ginger  Forman  a  nursing  student  at 
Our  Lady  of  The  Lake  Hospital  in  Baton 
Rouge.  These  three  students  shared  their 

youth  tour 
Texas 


_  . 

Shreveport  Metro-Ministries  Field  Trip  Participants  at  Wiley  College. 


The  Rev.  James  Graham,  Director  of 
Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  sends 
news  of  a  special  event  for  40  youth  of  the 
Shreveport  area  who  toured  the  Wiley 
College  Campus  in  Marshall,  Texas.  The 
trip  was  sponsored  by  the  Metro- 
Ministries,  and  was  designed  to  expose 
high  school  youth  to  college  life  at  a 
predominantly  Black  College.  Wiley 

Re v.  Hubert  Gibbs 
dies  in  Lake  Charles 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hubert  Gibbs,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
died  in  Lake  Charles  in  December. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke  of  Shreveport 
and  District  Superintendent  Byrl 
Moreland  of  Lake  Charles. 

Doctor  Gibbs  was  well  known  and 
loved  throughout  the  Conference,  where 
he  had  served  a  number  of  ap¬ 
pointments,  all  with  distinction. 


College  was  founded  more  than  100  years 
ago  and  is  a  fully  accredited  United 
Methodist  related  institution. 

Youth  who  participated  in  the  field  trip 
came  from  St.  James,  Round  Grove, 
Fairfield,  and  Mount  Zion  Churches,  and 
from  the  Travis  Street  Community 
Center.  While  on  the  Wiley  campus, 
President  Robert  E.  Hayes,  Sr.  extended 
greetings,  and  Jim  McCutcheon  College 
Sports  Information  director  was  in 
charge  of  local  arrangements.  Many 
activities  provided  fun  and  fellowship  for 
the  group. 


thoughts  concerning  college  with 
members  of  the  congregation. 

The  importance  of  the  church  in  the  life 
of  each  student  was  a  part  of  the  “wit¬ 
ness”  of  each  of  these  students,  as  well  as 
a  presentation  by  Benny  Spruill,  a 
medical  student  at  Shreveport,  also  a 
member  of  the  Oak  Grove  Church. 

The  Rev.  Brady  Forman,  Pastor, 
called  the  church  to  accept  its  respon¬ 
sibility  toward  students  by  providing 
healthy  spiritual  preparation  to  its  youth, 
keeping  in  touch  with  students  away 
from  home,  and  supporting  the  Campus 
Ministry  on  our  college  campuses,  and 
accepting  students  as  adults  when  they 
return  home. 

This  Student  Recognition  Day  turned 
out  to  be  a  day  that  will  long  be 
remembered,  because  of  the  impact  of 
the  participants  and  the  announcements 
by  the  Bartletts,  mother  and  daughter,  of 
their  decisions  to  enter  Centenary’s 
School  of  Church  Careers. 

Centenary 
Choir  schedule 
is  announced 

Because  of  the  interest  in  the  travels 
and  concerts  of  the  Centenary  Choir,  Dr. 
Will  Andress,  Choir  Director,  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  midyear  tour  schedule.  This 
will  enable  many  friends  to  know  in 
advance  where  the  choir  is  singing  so 
that  they  may  have  the  privilege  of 
hearing  the  fine  music  which  is  always 
provided. 

The  tour  will  leave  Shreveport  on 
January  24,  and  will  be  singing  in 
locations  in  Texas  through  January  27. 

Louisiana  dates  include:  Jennings 
High  School,  Jennings,  January  28; 
Morgan  City  High  ^School,  Patterson, 
January  29;  St.  Martin  de  Tours,  St. 
Martinsville,  January  30;  First  Church, 
New  Orleans  (A.M.),  February  1;  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  (P.M.),  February 
1;  Neville  High  School,  Monroe, 
February  3.  They  will  conclude  their 
engagements  at  Galloway  Memorial 
Church  in  Jackson,  Miss,  on  the  evening 
of  February  4. 

Dr.  Andress  indicates  that  the  tour  and 
concerts  will  be  conducted  in  the 
tradition  of  the  choir,  with  music  for 
everyone. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Comes  now  the  twenty-one  Boston  area  theologians  who  have  framed  a 
statement  called  the  Boston  affirmations,  in  obvious  response  to  last  year’s 
Hartford  declaration.  The  twenty-one  Bostonians  represent  several 
denominations  and  two  major  faiths:  Catholic  and  Protestant. 

Twelve  months  ago  the  Hartford  group  primarily  called  for  an  understanding 
of  personal  faith  as  the  basis  for  all  Christian  expression  and  activity,  while  at 
the  same  time  emphasizing  that  their  position  in  no  way  opposed  sound 
Christian  social  action. 

One  may  applaud  the  Boston  affirmation  for  calling  attention  to  the  Presence 
of  God  in  the  struggles  of  the  dispossessed,  for  opposing  racism  and  sexism,  and 
for  the  belief  that  God  Himself  is  present  in  the  research  of  science,  the 
development  of  certain  forms  of  technology,  in  the  arts  and  other  cultural 
areas.  One  rejoices  to  read  their  statement  that  God  is  seen  uniquely  in  Jesus 
Christ  ,  but  the  Bostonians  are  overreacting  and  missing  the  Hartford  point  if 
they  affirm  (as  the  NEW  YORK  TIMES  said  they  affirm)  that  such  as  the 
Hartford  statement  forms  a  reaction  toward  escapism  and  a  “widespread 
retreat  from  human  struggles  for  justice  and  righteousness.”  Actually,  the 
Hartford  statement  gave  the  only  sound  basis  on  which  Christian  social  action 
can  be  maintained  for  any  lengthy  period  without  becoming  demonic. 

It  is  sad  to  see  the  Christian  community  tend  to  split  along  lines  of  personal 
faith  versus  social  action,  for  the  two  positions  need  each  other,  and  the 
Christian  community  needs  both.  No  vital  piety  can  be  nurtured  unless  it  ex¬ 
presses  itself  out  in  society  where  the  action  is ;  perhaps  no  social  action  can  be 
authentic,  redemptive,  and  ultimately  liberating  unless  it  derives  from  a 
personal  encounter  with  the  Spirit  of  God  as  seen  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  need  the 
sound  foundations  of  personal  commitment,  and  we  need  the  courageous  spirit 
of  prophetic  application. 

I’d  like  to  get  all  the  Bostonians  and  Hartfordians  together  for  a  three-day 
retreat  at  say,  the  Lake  Charles  District  campground  or  Caney  Lake.  Maybe 
they  would  find  they  had  more  in  common  than  some  dream. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  Crutchfield 


Wesley  Bible  Class  named  “Class 
of  the  year”  by  DeRidder  church 

1  3g 


The  Wesley  Bible  Class 
Church,  DeRidder,  has  been  named 
“Class  of  the  Year”  by  the  church  —  and 
for  good  reason! 

Although  other  classes  in  the  church 
have  outstanding  records,  the  Wesley 
Class  showed  some  special  achieve¬ 
ments.  They  started  1975  with  34 
members  on  the  active  roll,  and  although 
nine  members  were  removed  by  death 
and  other  reasons,  they  finished  the  year 
with  49  members  —  a  net  gain  of  15! 

The  class  has  an  outstanding  at¬ 
tendance  record  for  the  year,  with  three 
members  achieving  perfect  attendance. 
But  attendance  does  not  tell  the  complete 
story.  The  class  has  participated  in 
numerous  projects  and  activities  such  as 
sponsoring  the  purchase  of  the  church 
printing  machine;  purchase  of  carpet  for 
a  room  in  the  Education  Building 
(thereby  sparking  a  movement  to  carpet 
the  entire  building);  purchase  of  40 
padded  folding  chairs  as  memorials  for 


>**r  turn 

Wesley  Bible  Class 
of  First  the  classroom. 

They  also  supported  a  Korean  orphan, 
aided  other  area  churches  in  securing 
needed  supplies  and  furnishings  for  their 
churches,  gave  financial  aid  to  persons  in 
need. 

In  addition  to  their  “giving”  and 
“doing,”  they  had  other  good  times  — 
each  month  they  held  a  fellowship  party 
for  members  and  their  families,  and  each 
Sunday  they  placed  arrangements  of 
fresh  flowers  in  their  room.  They 
remembered  special  occasions  such  as 
birthdays,  anniversaries,  with  visits, 
cards  and  telephone  calls. 

The  teaching  is  shared  by  members  of 
the  class,  led  by  the  head  teacher  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Cain.  President  of  the  class  is  R.  L. 
Terry. 

In  a  communication  from  the  Pastor, 
the  Rev.  Odell  Simmons,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  ages  of  class  members 
range  from  19-99. 


Establishing  new  congregations 


Centenary  College  sponsors 
High  School  Day  in  Feb. 


Centenary  College  is  again  sponsoring 
its  annual  High  School  Day  (actually 
more  than  a  day),  and  the  dates  are 
February  7-8.  High  School  Day  is  a  time 
when  interested  high  school  seniors  and 
juniors  visit  the  campus,  where  they  are 
offered  tours,  opportunities  to  meet  with 
faculty  members,  time  to  talk  with 
students  and  a  chance  to  experience 
college  campus  life,  including  classes. 

Housing  and  meals  are  provided  by  the 
college  while  the  high  school  students  are 
on  campus.  Those  attending  are 


requested  to  bring  sleeping  bag,  pillow 
and  towels.  Dress  is  casual,  and 
representatives  of  the  college  will  pick 
you  up  at  the  airport  or  bus  station  if  you 
indicate  this  request  on  your 
registration. 

Interested  seniors  and  juniors  are 
urged  to  contact  their  local  pastors  at 
once,  to  facilitate  registration.  This  will 
be  a  “fun”  weekend,  as  well  as  an  in¬ 
formative  one.  A  basketball  game 
between  Centenary  and  Southern 
Mississippi  is  scheduled. 


By  BISHOP  W.  McFERRIN  STOWE 

This  article  continues  the  series  on  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Emphasis 
on  Membership  Recruitment  and 
Training  for  Christian  Discipleship. 
Bishop  Stowe  is  Bishop  of  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area.) 

We,  the  people  called  United 
Methodists,  if  we  are  to  fulfill  our 
potentials,  and  if  we  are  true  to  our 
heritage,  must  establish  many  new 
congregations  in  both  suburbia  and  the 
inner  city.  The  time  is  ripe  for  a  new 
emphasis  on  expanding  ministries  in  new 
congregations.  This  means  work,  and 
planning,  and  caring,  and  risking,  and 
giving,  but  most  of  all  it  means  believing. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  when 
most  dynamic  has  been  planting  new 
churches  like  Johnny  Appleseed  planted 
apple  trees.  They  have  sprung  up  in  the 
hollows  and  on  the  hills,  across  the 
mountains  and  over  the  rivers,  on  the 


plains  and  in  the  valleys,  in  the  open 
country  and  villages,  in  towns  and  cities, 
among  the  poor  and  the  rich,  the  blacks 
and  the  whites,  the  reds,  the  browns,  the 
yellows.  This  is  why  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  most  racially  inclusive, 
geographically  inclusive,  socially  in¬ 
clusive,  and  the  most  pluralistic  of  all  the 
churches  in  the  United  States.  When  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  been  at  her 
best,  new  churches  have  been  planted 
like  apple  seeds. 

Dr.  Donald  A.  McGavran,  in  a  simple 
statement  that  is  almost  a  truism,  has 
reminded  us  of  where  all  churches  come 
from:  “Just  as  full-grown  men  have  all 
been  little  babies,  so  full  grown  churches 
all  began  as  little  churches.”  The 
churches  of  the  future  depend  upon  our 
action  now. 

The  New  Testament  tells  how 
Christianity  spread  by  planting  the  seed 
of  Christian  faith  and  new  churches 


sprang  into  being,  and  one  Christian  told 
another  person  about  Christ,  and  invited 
a  friend  or  neighbor  to  a  meeting  in  his 
home,  a  service  of  prayer  and  praise  and 
teaching  and  learning. 

Christianity  still  spreads  like  this.  In 
two  years,  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Plano,  Texas,  has  grown  to  332 
members,  has  an  average  church  at¬ 
tendance  of  about  225,  an  average  Sun¬ 
day  School  attendance  of  over  200,  a 
budget  of  $62,340,  including  the  building 
fund  —  all  of  this  while  meeting  in  a 
school.  This  has  happened  because  they 
have  developed  a  “person  oriented” 
congregation,  where  lives  are  affirmed 
with  the  Gospel,  where  pluralism  is 
accepted  as  a  blessing,  and  the  gifts  of 
the  Spirit  to  each  is  understood  as  a  gift 
to  be  shared  with  the  others.  There  is 
warmth  and  concern,  a  ministry  through 
neighborhood  zones,  and  an  un¬ 
derstanding  that  the  church  is  not  a 
building  (since  they  meet  in  a  school)  but 
within  the  hearts  and  lives  of  people. 

Hungry  people  were  awaiting  Christ 


Church  and  hungry  people  are  waiting 
for  new  congregations  in  many  places. 
We  must  establish  new  congregations  in 
suburbia,  but  also  we  must  begin  new 
congregations  in  the  changing  city  for  the 
thousands  of  new  persons  there.  New 
congregations  for  minorities  can  be 
established,  for  the  Blacks,  the  Mexican- 
Americans,  the  native  Americans,  the 
Asians. 

If  United  Methodism  is  to  live  up  to  her 
finest  heritage,  we  must  begin  now 
creating  plans  for  expansion  —  at  least  a 
ten-year  plan;  we  must  set  goals,  secure 
sites,  raise  money,  but  most  of  all,  we 
must  believe. 

We  must  believe  that  until  a  person 
meets  Jesus  Christ,  he  cannot  live  life 
fully;  until  he  is  forgiven,  he  cannot  be: 
most  effective;  and  until  he  follows 
Christ,  he  cannot  enter  the  Kingdom.  We 
must  believe  also  that  the  Church  is 
God’s  instrument  to  bring  Christ  to  the 
world  and  to  His  people. 

So  let  us  get  going  and  plant  new 
churches. 


Re:  Fire 


PUTTING  IT  TOGETHER  when  the  Council  of  Bishops  met  in  New  Orleans  in 
November,  a  lot  of  extra,  behind-the-scenes  action  took  place  to  help  add  the  special 
dimension  of  hospitality.  Some  of  the  people  who  worked  on  preparing  and 
assembling  and  filling  lagniappe  bags  ( for  Bishops’  wives )  are  shown  in  these 
photographs.  Left  -  Len  Pallin,  Ferd  Grayson  (general  chairman  of  all  events),  and 


Dr.  John  Bayliss  of  Rayne  Memorial  Church.  Right  photo  shows  Mrs.  Jean  Fincher. 
J.  Vernita  Booker,  and  others  who  headed  up  a  group  which  worked  a  lot  of  hours, 
contributed  valuable  "volunteer”  effort,  and  came  up  with  a  happy  memory  for 
those  in  attendance. 


“Ten  times  every  day,  somewhere  in 
the  United  States,  a  church,  a  synagogue, 
or  other  religious  building  catches  fire. 
Fifty  per  cent  of  the  time  in  these  fires, 
the  building  is  totally  destroyed.” 

This  information  comes  from  the 
National  Safety  Council,  and  we  pass  on 
suggestions  of  interest  and  importance 
regarding  prevention  of  fire.  As  part  of  a 
special  fire  prevention  campaign,  the 
Religious  Leaders  Conference  of  the 
National  Safety  Council  has  issued  a 
Church  Fire  Safety  Check  List  which 
may  prove  beneficial  in  taking 
precautions. 

However,  a  spokesman  points  out, 
“Check  lists  can  only  point  out  dangers 
...  A  permanent  program  of  church  fire 
inspections  and  employment  of  some  sort 
of  early  warning  measures  are  primary 


factors  in  keeping  fire  losses  at  a 
minimum.”  Churches  are  urged  to 
organize  fire  safety  committees  to 
conduct  fire  and  safety  inspections,  as 
well  as  to  know  how  to  use  fire  protective 
devices  such  as  fire  extinguishers  and 
hoses,  and  to  instruct  others  in  these 
practices. 

Special  attention  should  be  given  to 
those  areas  where  fires  are  most  likely  to 
occur.  Statistics  indicate  that  high  fire- 
frequency  areas  are:  Storage  areas; 
heating  plant;  attic;  auditorium;  altar; 
roof. 

Churches  wishing  to  receive  a  Church 
Fire  Safety  Check  list  are  advised  to 
write:  National  Safety  Council,  Religious 
Department.  425  N.  Michigan  Avenue, 
Chicago,  Ill.  60611. 


Why  print  the  entire  texts 
of  major  theological  statements 
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Text  of  6 Boston  Affirmation 9  of  social  activism 


Elsewhere  on  this  page  TM/  UMR 
•reprints  in  full  “The  Boston  Affir¬ 
mation,”  a  theological  statement 
produced  two  weeks  ago  by  21  Christian 
■social  activists  “in  an  effort  to  spur 
discussion  of  God’s  concern  for  social 
problems”  (see  TM/  UMR,  Jan.  16). 

The  Boston  document  is  the  fourth 
theological  statement  reprinted  in 
•TM/  UMR  during  the  past  18  months. 
Others  —  produced  by  persons 
•representing  widely  diverse  Christian 
•views  —  have  included:  (1)  “The 
Lausanne  Covenant",  a  document  drawn 
up  at  the  International  Congress  on 
World  Evangelism  and  signed  by  more 
•than  2,000  evangelicals  from  around  the 
world  (TM/  UMR,  Aug.  9,  1974);  (2) 
“The  Hartford  Appeal",  a  statement 
signed  by  representatives  at  an 
ecumenical  gathering  of  theologians  who 
asked  that  the  church  quit  marching  to 
the  tune  of  society  (TM/  UMR,  Feb.  14, 
1975);  and  (3)  “An  Affirmation  of 
Scriptural  Christianity,"  which  was 
written  by  evangelicals  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (TM/  UMR,  Aug.  1, 
1975). 

A  valid  question  for  TM/  UMR  readers 
to  ask  is:  “Why  print  the  entire  texts  of 
these  documents?”  Our  answer  is  that 
-we  believe  there  is  value  in  “doing 
theology"  and  that  in  so  far  as  these 


diverse  documents  stir  discussion  on 
theology  within  the  Christian  community 
they  are  worth  our  attention. 

This  latest  addition  to  the  arena  of 
discussion  concisely  sets  down  where 
many  Christian  social  activists  stand  in 
their  theology  today.  Although  it  is  a 
statement  based  on  the  best  thinking  of 
its  writers,  an  apparent  weakness  is  the 
lack  of  specific  scriptural  documen¬ 
tation. 

Neither  this  document,  nor  any  of  the 
others,  are  likely  to  be  “bought”  in 
totality  by  the  entire  Christian  com¬ 
munity  as  the  final  theological  word.  But 
each  document  presents  a  point  of  view 
worth  hearing  as  we  sort  out  our  beliefs 
as  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  challenge  local  church  groups  and 
individuals  from  across  the 
denomination  to  read  and  use  these 
theological  statements  —  not  as  perfect 
statements  of  theology,  but  as  points  ot 
departure  from  which  to  write,  study  and 
act  out  their  own  theology. 

Indeed  a  serious  comparison  of  these 
statements  with  the  United  Methodist 
“Social  Principles”  and  with  traditional 
creeds  the  denomination  affirms  in 
worship  could  go  a  long  way  toward 
helping  any  United  Methodist  better 
understand  and  articulate  his  or  her 
faith. 


We  should  insist  on  ‘whole  story’ 


Anyone  who  watches  television,  listens 
to  the  radio,  or  reads  the  newspaper 
cannot  escape  the  fact  that  the  American 
Bicentennial  year  is  here.  With  the  new 
year  not  even  a  month  old,  its  trappings 
are  everywhere. 

New  Years  Day  parades  were  full  of 
floats  and  music  celebrating  the  nation's 
200th  birthday  and  “half  time  shows" 
during  the  long  procession  of  football 
"bowl  games”  all  had  the  common 
theme. 

As  we  expect  will  be  the  case 
throughout  the  coming  year,  the 
pageantry  so  far  has  been  colorful,  ex¬ 
citing,  and  unquestionably  polished.  As 
we  fear  may  be  the  case  throughout  the 
coming  year,  it  has  not  always  been 
balanced. 

A  case  in  point  was  the  “half-time” 
presentation  during  the  recent  “Orange 
Bowl”  game  from  Miami,  Florida. 
Perhaps  the  most  elaborate  and  slickly 
produced  of  all  the  bowl  “half-time 
performances,”  its  presentation  of 
“what  the  Bicentennial  is  all  about”  was 
unfortunately  narrow. 

With  a  background  of  patriotic  songs, 
the  presentation  focused  nearly  ex¬ 
clusively  on  America’s  wars  and  military 
forces. 

While  no  one  can  deny  war  and  the 
military  forces  of  the  nation  have  been  a 
part  of  our  history,  and  that  1776  was  not 
only  the  birthday  of  our  nation  but  the 
birthday  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  we 
wonder  why  we  are  preoccupied  with 

Welcome  Old  Hickory  ,  Tenn„ 
lighthouse  Point,  Fla.  editions 

With  this  issue  two  congregations 
initiate  TM/  UMR  local  church  editions 
whereas  their  news  is  published  each 
week  in  combination  with  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lighthouse  Point, 
Florida,  (Florida  Conference),  500;  and 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Old 
Hickory,  Tennessee  (Tennessee  Con¬ 
ference),  525. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations  we  say  “Welcome.  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  our 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
^Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
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that  part  of  history  as  we  celebrate  our 
200  years  of  existence.  While  our  military 
establishments  both  past  and  present 
deserve  a  share  of  our  esteem  during  this 
Bicentennial  year,  let  us  not  honor  that 
part  of  our  past  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
else. 

The  Christian  community  in  the 
coming  months  needs  constantly  to  be 
aware  of  the  issue  of  “balance”  in  our 
celebrations.  From  local  church  to 
national  agency,  Christians  need  to  prod 
those  responsible  for  planning  Bicen¬ 
tennial  observances  to  reflect  better  the 
entire  scope  of  what  America  is  all  about. 
Along  with  “bombs  bursting  in  air”  we 
need  to  insist  that  America  also  is  about 
“crowning  good  with  brotherhood.” 

Whether  influencing  the  content  of  a 
July  4th  pageant  in  a  hamlet  of  200 
persons  or  a  national  Bicentennial  ex¬ 
travaganza,  we  must  never  sit  quietly 
while  war  stories  and  battlefield  heroics 
are  represented  as  the  ‘ ‘whole  story”  of 
America. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  is  the 
complete  text  of  “The  Boston  Affir¬ 
mation”  —  a  theological  statement 
issued  by  an  ecumenical  gathering  of 
Christian  social  activists  earlier  this 
month,  [see  TM/  UMR,  Jan.  16], 

The  Boston  Affirmations 

The  living  God  is  active  in  current 
struggles  to  bring  a  Reign  of  Justice, 
Righteousness,  Love  and  Peace.  The 
Judeo-Christian  traditions  are  pertinent 
to  the  dilemmas  of  our  world.  All 
believers  are  called  to  preach  the  good 
news  to  the  poor,  to  proclaim  release  to 
the  captives  and  recovery  of  sight  to  the 
blind,  to  set  at  liberty  those  who  are 
oppressed  and  to  proclaim  the  ac¬ 
ceptable  year  of  the  Lord.  Yet  we  are 
concerned  about  what  we  discern  to  be 
present  trends  in  our  churches,  in 
religious  thought,  and  in  our  society.  We 
see  struggles  in  every  arena  of  human 
life,  but  in  too  many  parts  of  the  church 
and  theology  we  find  retreat  from  these 
struggles.  Still,  we  are  not  without  hope 
nor  warrants  for  our  hope.  Hopeful 
participation  in  these  struggles  is  at  once 
action  in  faith,  the  primary  occasion  for 
personal  spiritual  growth,  the 
development  of  viable  structures  for  the 
common  life,  and  the  vocation  of  the 
people  of  God.  To  sustain  such  par¬ 
ticipation,  we  have  searched  the  past  and 
the  present  to  find  the  signs  of  God’s 
future  and  of  ours.  Thus,  we  make  the 
following  affirmations. 

Affirmations: 

Creation:  God  brings  into  being  all 
resources,  all  life,  all  genuine  meanings. 
Humanity  is  of  one  source  and  is  not 
ultimately  governed  by  nature  or  history, 
by  the  fabric  of  societies  or  the  depths  of 
the  self,  by  knowledge  or  belief.  God’s 
triune  activity  sustains  creative  order, 
evokes  personal  identity  and  is  embodied 
in  the  dynamic  movements  of  human 
history  in  an  ever  more  inclusive  com¬ 
munity  of  persons  responsibly  engaged  in 
all  aspects  of  the  ecosphere,  history,  and 
thought. 

Fall:  Humanity  is  estranged  from  the 
source  of  life.  We  try  to  ignore  or  tran¬ 
scend  the  source  and  end  of  life.  Or  we 
try  to  place  God  in  a  transcendent  realm 
divorced  from  life.  Thereby  we  give 
license  to  domination,  indulgence, 
pretense,  triviality,  and  evasion.  We 
endanger  creative  order,  we  destroy 
personal  identity,  and  we  corrupt  in¬ 
spirited  communities.  We  allow  tyranny, 
anarchy,  and  death  to  dominate  the  gift 
of  life. 

Exodus  and  Covenant:  God  delivers 
from  oppression  and  chaos.  God  chooses 


strangers,  servants  and  outcasts  to  be 
witnesses  and  to  become  a  community  of 
righteousness  and  mercy.  Beyond 
domination  and  conflict  God  hears  the 
cry  of  the  oppressed  and  works  vin¬ 
dication  for  all.  God  forms  “nobodies” 
into  a  people  of  “somebodies”  and  makes 
known  the  laws  of  life.  The  liberation 
experience  calls  forth  celebrative 
response,  demands  responsibility  in 
community,  and  opens  people  and 
nations  for  a  common  global  history. 

Prophecy:  In  compassion  God  speaks 
to  the  human  community  through 
prophets.  Those  who  authentically 
represent  God  have  interpreted  —  and 
will  interpret  —  the  activity  of  God  in 
social  history.  They  announce  the 
presence  of  God  in  the  midst  of  political 
and  economic  life;  they  foretell  the 
judgment  and  hope  that  are  implicit  in 
the  loyalties  and  practices  of  the  com¬ 
mon  life;  and  they  set  forth  the  vision  of 
covenantal  renewal. 

Wisdom:  The  cultural  insights  and 
memories  of  many  peoples  and  ages 
illuminate  the  human  condition.  The 
experience  and  lore  of  all  cultures  and 
groups  bear  within  them  values  that  are 
of  wider  meaning.  Racism,  genocide, 
imperialism,  sexism  are  thus  contrary  to 
God’s  purposes  and  impoverish  us  all. 
Yet  all  wisdom  must  also  be  tested  for  its 
capacity  to  reveal  the  human  depen¬ 
dence  on  the  source  of  life,  to  grasp  the 
depths  of  sin,  to  liberate,  to  evoke 
prophecy,  and  to  form  genuine  covenant. 

The  New  Covenant:  God  is  known  to  us 
in  Jesus  Christ.  The  source  and  end  of  life 
is  disclosed  in  that  suffering  love  which 
breaks  the  power  of  sin  and  death,  which 
renders  hope  in  the  action  of  God  to 
reconcile  and  transform  the  world,  which 
shatters  the  barriers  of  ethnic,  class, 
familial,  national  and  caste  restrictions. 
Meaning  and  divine  activity  are  in¬ 
carnate  in  history  and  human  par¬ 
ticularity. 

Church  Traditions:  God  calls  those 
who  trust  the  power  of  suffering  love  to 
form  into  communities  of  celebration, 
care,  and  involvement.  Those  called 
together  enact  renewing  forms  of 
association  and  movement  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  responding  by  word  and  deed 
to  the  implications  of  faith  for  each  age 
and  for  us  today: 

•  The  early  Eastern  church 
celebrated  the  dependence  of  humanity 
upon  the  cosmos,  and  of  the  cosmos  upon 
God,  demanding  a  sacramental  attitude 
toward  the  whole  of  creation. 

•  The  Formers  of  doctrine  set  forth 
the  meanings  of  faith  in  the  face  of 
cultured  despisers,  exposed  the  frail 


foundations  of  various  secularisms,  and 
gave  new  directions  to  both  the  faithful 
and  civilization. 

•  The  Monastics  assumed  vows  to 
exemplify  life-styles  beyond  pre¬ 
occupation  with  gain,  freedom  from 
familial  and  sexual  stereotyping,  and 
disciplined  lives  of  service. 

•  The  Scholastics  engaged  secular 
culture,  demanding  of  each  generation 
critical  and  synthetic  reappropriation  of 
tradition. 

•  The  Reformers  preached  the  work 
of  protest  against  religious  pretence  and 
demanded  reliance  upon  the  gifts  of 
divine  empowerment. 

•  The  Sectarians  nurtured  the  spirit 
that  cannot  be  contained  by  priesthood, 
dogma,  hierarchy,  authoritative  word,  or 
any  established  power,  and  demanded 
democracy,  freedom,  toleration,  and  the 
redistribution  of  authority,  power,  and 
wealth. 

•  And  today  many  reach  out  for  wider 
fellowships,  demanding  ecumenical 
engagements  and  a  witness  which  frees 
and  unites. 

Wherever  the  heirs  of  these 
movements  are  authentic,  they  confess 
their  sins,  worship  the  power  that 
sustains  them,  form  a  company  of  the 
fcommitted,  and  struggle  for  justice  and 
love  against  the  powers  and  prin¬ 
cipalities  of  evil. 

Present  Witnesses:  The  question  today 
is  whether  the  heritage  of  this  past  can  be 
sustained,  preserved  and  extended  into 
the  future.  Society  as  presently  struc¬ 
tured,  piety  as  presently  practiced,  and 
the  churches  as  presently  preoccupied 
evoke  profound  doubts  about  the 
prospects.  Yet  we  are  surrounded  by  a 
cloud  of  witnesses  who  prophetically 
exemplify  or  discern  the  activity  of  God. 
The  transforming  reality  of  God’s  reign 
is  found  today: 

•  In  the  struggles  of  the  poor  to  gain  a 
share  of  the  world’s  wealth,  to  become 
creative  participants  in  the  common 
economic  life,  and  to  move  our  world 
toward  an  economic  democracy  of  equity 
and  accountability. 

•  In  the  transforming  drive  for  ethnic 
dignity  against  the  persistent  racism  of 
human  hearts  and  social  institutions. 

•  In  the  endeavor  by  women  to 
overcome  sexist  subordination  in  the 
church’s  ministry,  in  society  at  large, 
and  in  the  images  that  bind  our  minds 
and  bodies. 

•  In  the  attempts  within  families  to 
overcome  prideful  domination  and 
degrading  passivity  and  to  establish 
genuine  covenants  of  mutuality  and 
joyous  fidelity. 


•  In  the  efforts  by  many  groups  to 
develop  for  modern  humanity  a  love  for 
its  cities  as  centers  of  civility,  culture, 
and  human  interdependence. 

•  In  the  demands  of  the  sick  and  the 
elderly  for  inexpensive,  accessible  health 
care  administered  with  concern,  advised 
consent,  and  sensitivity. 

•  In  the  voices  of  citizens  and  political 
leaders  who  demand  honesty  and 
openness,  who  challenge  the  misplaced 
trust  of  the  nation  in  might,  and  who 
resist  the  temptations  to  make  a  nation 
and  its  institutions  objects  of  religious 
loyalty. 

•  In  the  research  of  science  when  it 
warns  of  dangers  to  humanity  and  quests 
for  those  forms  of  technology  which  can 
sustain  human  well-being  and  preserve 
ecological  resources. 

•  In  the  humanities  and  social 
sciences  when  the  depths  of  human 
meanings  are  opened  to  inquiry  and  are 
allowed  to  open  our  horizons,  especially 
whenever  there  is  protest  against  the 
subordination  of  religion  to  scientistic 
rationality  or  against  the  removal  of 
religion  from  realms  of  rational 
discourse. 

•  In  the  arts  where  beauty  and 
meaning  are  explored,  lifted  up  and 
represented  in  ways  that  call  us  to  deeper 
sensibilities. 

•  In  the  halls  of  justice  when 
righteousness  is  touched  with  mercy, 
when  the  prisoner  and  the  wrongdoer  are 
treated  with  dignity  and  fairness. 

•  And  especially  in  those  branches 
and  divisions  of  the  church  where  the 
truth  is  spoken  in  love,  where  trans¬ 
forming  social  commitments  are 
nurtured  and  persons  are  brought  to 
informed  conviction,  where  piety  is 
renewed  and  recast  in  concert  with  the 
heritage,  and  where  such  struggles  as 
those  here  identified  are  seen  as  the 
action  of  the  living  God  who  alone  is 
worshiped. 

On  these  grounds,  we  can  not  stand 
with  those  secular  cynics  and  religious 
spiritualizers  who  see  in  such  witnesses 
no  theology,  no  eschatological  urgency, 
and  no  Godly  promise  or  judgment.  In 
such  spiritual  blindness,  secular  or 
religious,  the  world  as  God’s  creation  is 
abandoned,  sin  rules,  liberation  is 
frustrated,  covenant  is  broken,  prophecy 
is  stilled,  wisdom  is  betrayed,  suffering 
love  is  transformed  into  triviality,  and 
the  church  is  transmuted  into  a  club  for 
self  -  or  transcendental  awareness.  The 
struggle  is  now  joined  for  the  future  of 
faith  and  the  common  life.  We  call  all 
who  believe  in  the  living  God  to  affirm,  to 
sustain  and  to  extend  these  witnesses. 


Criticism  of  UMCOR  overlooked  some  important  facts 


To  the  Editor: 

A  letter  to  the  editor  in  your  December 
12  issue  commented  that  “in  all  I  have 
seen  written  about  the  program  of  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  to  feed  the  hungry  of  the 
world,  I  have  not  seen  one  word  of  a 
positive  effort  being  made  to  feed  the 
spiritual  hunger  of  the  multitudes.” 

This  statement  overlooks  two  very 
important  aspects  of  UMCOR’s 
philosophy  of  ministering  to  the  total 
person.  The  first  aspect  of  its  philosophy 
is  to  deny  that  evangelism  only  takes 
place  when  Americans  are  sent  by 
American  churches  to  preach  and  teach 
in  communities  overseas.  Such  a 
presumption  cannot  be  further  from  the 
truth.  Christian  communities  and 
churches  already  exist  in  every  area  of 
the  world  and  have,  in  the  case  of 
Methodist  communities,  their  own 
bishops,  district  superintendents  and 
pastors. 

They  also  frequently  have  a  zeal  of 
evangelistic  outreach  among  their  own 
people  that  surpasses  that  of  many 
American  churches.  However,  as  most 
churches  overseas  realize,  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  must  deal  with  the  whole 
need  of  persons.  Pfiysically  and 
spiritually,  they  feel  a  great  frustration. 
While  they  are  fully  capable  of 
ministering  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  their 
people,  they  are  not  able  in  their  extreme 
poverty,  to  minister  to  the  physical 
needs.  UMCOR,  by  working  with  our 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters  overseas, 
is  ministering  to  their  bodily  needs 
thereby  strengthening  and  com¬ 
plimenting  the  efforts  of  the  overseas 
churches  to  meet  the  spiritual  needs. 

Time  and  time  again  we  receive 
reports  from  overseas  affirming  the  role 


of  UMCOR  in  bringing  salvation  to 
persons  —  spiritually  and  physically. 
UMQQR  is  committed  to  the  renewal  of 
life  for  destitute  and  downtrodden  per¬ 
sons.  As  they  are  touched  by  the  love  of 
Christ  through  caring  and  doing  of 
Christians,  they  receive  a  new  op¬ 
portunity  to  live.  Those  who  have  been 
helped  begin  to  look  away  from  the 
motive  to  the  Motivator;  they  no  longer 
see  human  hands,  but  rather,  the  Christ 
and  the  compassion  and  love  of  the 
Creator. 

This  points  to  the  second  aspect  of 
UMCOR’s  philosophy.  UMCOR  is  only 
one  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ  as  it 
ministers  to  the  world  in  need.  The  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  is  composed  of  seven 
divisions,  each  working  in  its  own  way  to 
minister  to  the  whole  person.  Each 
division  has  its  unique  task  in  this  en¬ 
deavor.  The  seven  divisions  working 
together  witness  to  the  comprehensive 
love  of  God  we  find  embodied  in  Jesus 
Christ  —  wholeness  of  body  and  spirit. 

R.  Gerald  Schmidt,  UMCOR 

New  York,  New  York 

Editorial  comment 

was  ‘ on  target ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial,  “Re¬ 
discovering  basics  of  faith  is  our  most 
urgent  priority,”  in  the  January  2  issue  of 
TM/  UMR. 

For  too  long  we  have  failed  our  lay 
persons  in  the  church  by  assuming  they 
have  both  understood  and  experienced 
the  heart  of  the  Christian  faith.  Our 
major  error  has  been  that  we  have  urged 
our  people  to  “serve  the  world”  without 
first  equipping  them  for  that  service. 

Your  fine  editorial  underscores  my 
long-time  conviction  that  (1)  an  in- 
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On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

^The  ‘Man  Upstairs 9  cares  as 
much  about  losers  as  winners 


As  the  pro  football  season  comes  to  a 
climax  each  year,  I’ve  come  to  expect 
various  types  of  “religious”  statements 
from  the  participants  —  especially  the 
winners. 

The  type  of  statement  which  irks  me 
the  most  is  to  hear  a  winner  say,  “The 
Man  Upstairs  was  sure  looking  out  for  us 
today.” 

As  such  statements  have  become 
commonplace  among  professional  sports 
figures,  they  have  been  picked  up  and 
multiplied  by  high  school  and  college 
athletes  who  stand  in  the  winner’s  circle. 

At  best,  such  statements  represent  a 
distorted  view  of  God  and  how  He  works. 
If  God  causes  some  persons  to  win,  it 
means  that  He  causes  many  others  to 
lose.  And  one  seldom  hears  a  loser  say 
“The  Man  Upstairs  was  sure  looking  out 
for  us  today.” 

God  cares  equally  about  all  people.  He 
does  not  stand  off  in  the  distance  pulling 
strings  to  determine  that  some  will  be 
winners  and  some  will  be  losers  in  a 
given  contest.  He  calls  each  person  to 


give  his  best  in  every  endeavor  — 
athletic  or  otherwise.  Our  ultimate 
success  or  failure  in  life  is  determined 
not  by  whether  we  win  or  lose  a  given 
contest,  but  by  how  faithfully  we  submit 
to  God’s  claim  upon  our  lives  and  exhibit 
that  claim  in  the  ways  we  relate  to  other 
persons. 

We  can  be  grateful  that  many 
professional  athletes  are  Christians,  and 
that  they  use  their  place  in  the  public 
spotlight  to  bear  witness  to  their  faith. 
Few  persons  in  American  life  today  are 
in  a  position  to  share  the  Good  News  — 
particularly  with  young  people  —  as 
effectively  as  professional  athletes. 

In  the  future,  we  can  hope  that  these 
athletes  will  feel  a  responsibility  to  make 
their  witness  a  faithful  one  —  a  witness  to 
a  God  who  is  concerned  every  bit  as 
much  about  those  who  lose  as  those  who 
win  —  a  God  who  calls  all  persons  to  be 
His  faithful  disciples  in  every  situation, 
win,  lose  or  draw. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


dividual,  personal  encounter  with  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  constitutes  the  “sine  qua 
non”  of  Christian  faith,  and  (2)  Christian¬ 
ity  is  not  so  much  what  we  do  for  God  as  it 
is  what  God  does  for  us  through  the 
present  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Kenneth  Cain  Kinghom 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 
Sponsor  defends 

6 Christian  tours’1 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  to  Harold  C.  Gluth  of  Porter¬ 
ville,  California  for  raising  a  direct 
question  of  the  ethics  of  “Christian 
tours”  in  the  face  of  world  hunger 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan  2). 

As  a  sponsor  of  a  Jet/  Cruise  to  the 
Greek  Isles  and  the  Holy  Land  next  July 
to  follow  the  travels  of  Saint  Paul  and 
visit  the  places  made  sacred  by  Jesus 
Christ,  I  cannot  deny  the  contradictions 
that  confront  us  daily:  We  live,  work, 
drive,  study  and  visit  in  air-conditioned 
comfort,  Mr.  Gluth  included.  Who  is  not 
embarrassed  that  Americans  consume 
the  equivalent  of  2,000  pounds  of  grain 
protein  annually,  while  our  third-world 
counterpart  ekes  out  on  400  pounds? 

We  must  do  better  in  the  name  of  Christ 
to  see  that  the  hungry  have  food,  and  we 
will.  But  it  is  a  naive  illusion  to  assume 
that  if  money  is  not  spent  on  such  travel 
events,  then  it  would  be  spent  on  world 
hunger. 

Many  persons  who  participate  in  such 
tours  are  leaders  in  stewardship.  Fur- 

TM/UMR  editor’s 
condition  satisfactory 
following  surgery 

TM/  UMR  Editor-General  Manager 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  is  recovering 
satisfactorily  at  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Dallas  following  surgery. 

Rev.  Dunnam  underwent  surgery  Jan. 
14  for  removal  of  a  section  of  small  in¬ 
testines  infected  by  “regional  enteritis." 
At  press  time  Jan.  19  no  date  had  been  set 
for  his  dismissal  from  the  hospital, 
although  he  was  expected  to  be  released 
“within  a  few  days.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  will  be  recuperating  at 
home  for  several  weeks. 


ther,  properly  planned  and  conducted 
tours  can  lead  to  deeper  commitment, 
more  lively  exegesis  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  a  more  intimate  fellowship  with  the 
living  Christ.  Deeper  commitment  and 
an  exciting  discipleship  will  result  in  a 
greatly  expanded  stewardship! 

After  leading  more  than  500  youth  and 
adults  on  world  encounter  seminars,  I 
find  persons  getting  “turned-on”  to  a 
vastly  expanded  self-awareness  that 
leads  to  deeper  commitment.  For  in¬ 
stance,  our  own  congregation  has  in¬ 
creased  its  financial  support  of  world 
missions  beyond  World  Service  from 
$3,000  to  $12,000  in  three  years.  Our 
giving  to  UMCOR  and  world  hunger  has 
increased  by  over  500  percent  this  year. 

Mr.  Gluth,  I  cannot  recommend  too 
highly  that  you  go  to  the  credit  union  and 
invest  in  such  a  journey  to  spiritual 
power!  And  bring  your  pastor:  his 
fresher  exegesis  of  the  Scriptures  will 
move  your  congregation.  Then,  when  we 
return,  let’s  work  together  with  new 
vigor  to  do  better  at  eliminating  world 
hunger.  Jack  D.  Heacock 

Austin,  Texas 


Giving  follows  when 
we  ‘ get  religion ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Gerald  Ensley’s  statement  in 
the  January  2  issue  of  TM/  UMR  that 
“interest,  not  wealth  is  the  basis  of 
giving,”  brings  to  my  mind  the  oft 
repeated  testimony  of  Dr.  D.  V.  York,  a 
now  deceased  member  of  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  of  the  UMC. 

Dr.  York  began  his  ministerial  career 
in  the  Holston  Conference  of  the  M  &  E 
Church,  South,  at  a  time  in  which 
stewards  raised  only  ministerial  support 
and  pastors  raised  all  "assessments”  as 
they  could:  lists,  public  collections,  pie 
suppers,  bazaars,  etc.  At  that  time,  also, 
“paid  in  full”  merited  applause.  He 
declared,  “I  never  took  up  a  public 
collection  nor  had  a  pie  supper  and  never 
reported  a  deficit.  When  I  arrived  in  a 
new  pastoral  charge  (he  was  moved  out 
of  ten)  the  first  thing  I  would  do  would  be 
go  get  my  members  on  their  knees  at  the 
altar  in  consecration  and  reconsecration. 
Get  them  “religious,”  and  after  that,  one 
after  another  would  come  spontaneously 
and  hand  me  an  offering.  “Brother 
York,”  they  would  say,  “This  is  for 
missions;  this  is  for  education;  this  is  for 
etc.,  etc.”  By  the  end  of  the  year,  all 
“assessments"  would  be  covered.  He 
originated  the  “Holston  Plan,”  e.g.  pay 
all  assessments  in  full  or  over. 

His  method  of  procedure  was  wide 
personal  reading  and  prayer,  en¬ 
couraging  the  spiritual  life  of  his 
members,  profuse  distribution  of 
religious  and  missionary  literature, 
providing  missionary  addresses  with 
information  (his  large  map  of  mission 
stations  and  personnel  is  now  in  the  Duke 
University  Library),  holding  study 
classes  (he  felt  that  “information  leads 
to  inspiration”  —  a  motto  of  the  Brazilian 
Methodist  Women’s  Societies),  etc. 

Charles  A.  Long 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


A  New  Road  Sign  Saluting 
America's  Bicentennial 


★  Constructed  of  durable  .050  gauge  Reynolds 
aluminum 

★  Permanently  rust-free 

★  Vivid  red.  white,  and  blue  design  silk-screened  for 
permanency  and  beauty 

★  Message,  'Give  Thanks  for  Your  Freedom — 
Attend  Church,"  is  highlighted  with  representa¬ 
tions  of  the  liberty  bell,  a  scroll,  and  the  dates 
1976  and  1776 

★  24'  x  34";  4  pounds 

★  Two  holes  drilled  for  easy  mounting 

★  Only  SI  9.50  for  1  sign  SI  7.76  each  for  2  or  more 
signs 

Send  your  order  to  the  Cokesbury  Regional 
Service  Center  serving  your  area. 
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(Quantity)  1  sign  . SI 9.50 
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Send  to  _ 
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City _ 


Charge  to _ 

Add  SI. 25  per  sign  for  postage  and  handling 
Add  sales  tax  where  applicable. 

□  Payment  enclosed 

□  Charge  to  my  account 

□  Open  a  new  account. 


Cokesbury 

tr+m  Iht  CoWffevr,  flf f jl  Cfnll'  fO 


JANUARY  23, 1976 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


How  ethical  are  ministers? 

TM/UMR  looks  into  ‘clerical-collar  crimes’  in  the  church 


Addresses  inner  life  of  the  churches 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Ministerial  ethics 
have  come  under  fire  recently  in  several 
national  publications.  TM/  UMR  talked 
with  some  United  Methodist  leaders 
about  the  particular  issues  and  temp¬ 
tations  in  unethical  conduct  which  face 
the  church’s  clergy  persons.  The 
following  report  is  the  first  of  three  ar¬ 
ticles  dealing  with  the  problem.  The 
others  will  follow  in  the  next  two  weeks. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

The  church  has  always  dealt  seriously 
with  the  minister  who  runs  off  with  the 
organist.  But  concerned  observers  of 
United  Methodist  clergy  report  that 
gross  sexual  misconduct  may  be  a  minor 
problem  in  comparison  with  the  far  more 
widespread  and  equally  important 
“clerical-collar  crimes”  —  the  special 
temptations  and  hazards  of  the 
profession. 

“Watergate  has  awakened  a  new 
sensitivity  to  the  whole  area  of 
professional  ethics.  There  is  a  much 
more  serious  exploration  of  ethics  in  the 
ministry  in  process  across  the  church,” 
said  Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  Madison, 
Wis.,  who  heads  the  Council  of  Bishops 
committee  on  pastoral  relations. 

Of  all  professions,  the  minister  is  the 


Catholic ,  United  Methodists 
issue  historic  joint  statement 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  In  the 
first  official  theological  consensus 
statement  issued  jointly  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  United  Methodist  Churches 
in  the  U.S.,  theologians  from  both 
denominations  have  expressed  their 
common  views  on  “Holiness  and 
Spirituality  of  the  Ordained  Ministry.” 

The  17-page  document  was  issued  in 
connection  with  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity  (Jan.  18-25).  It  calls  for 
both  churches  to  work  toward  full 
utilization  of  women  in  “all  forms  of  the 
ministry,”  and  warns  that  a  commitment 
to  the  holiness  of  the  church  carries  the 
danger  of  falling  into  “hypocrisy  or 
arrogance.” 

The  document  “addresses  the  inner  life 
of  the  churches,”  observed  Bishop  James 
K.  Mathews  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
chairman  of  the  United  Methodist  team. 
“This  may  seem  a  little  strange  during  a 
period  of  great  emphasis  on  the  social 
dimensions  of  our  faith.  For  this  very 
reason,  however,  an  emphasis  on  the 
depth  dimension  is  called  for.” 

Although  the  statement  acknowledges 
that  there  have  been  different  views  of 
the  concept  of  Christian  holiness  in  the 
Catholic  and  Methodist  traditions,  it 
affirms  that  “the  end  for  both  is  that 
perfection  which  is  love  for  God  and 
neighbor.” 

Ministry  open  to  all 

In  referring  to  the  work  of  both  or¬ 
dained  and  unordained  Christians,  the 
document  says  that  “the  ministry  is  open 
to  men  and  women,  married  and  single 
persons.”  With  regard  to  the  ordained 
ministry,  it  says  that  this  work  should  be 
“an  example  of  wholeness.” 

Essential  to  this  wholeness,  the 
statement  declares,  “is  the  recognition  of 
the  importance  of  the  role  of  women  in 
the  church.  Such  concern  encompasses 
the  need  of  the  two  churches  to  work 
toward  full  utilization  of  and  respect  for 
women  in  all  forms  of  the  ministry.” 

According  to  the  document,  ministers 
“stand  among  the  people  of  God  as  men 
and  women  who  serve  and  who  thereby 
exemplify  the  call  of  all  to  servanthood.” 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  James  W. 
Malone  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  who 
chaired  the  Catholic  team,  emphasized 
that  “the  present  statement  is  not  meant 
to  open  the  question  of  ordination  of 
women  to  the  diaconate  and  priesthood.” 

Rather,  he  explained,  the  reference 
means  that  “within  the  traditions  of  the 
two  churches,  both  churches  would  work 
toward  the  full  utilization  of  the  ministry 
in  all  forms.” 

The  prelate  recalled  that  Pope  Paul 
had  enunciated  the  Catholic  position  on 
women  in  ministry  last  April  in 
suggesting  that  women  are  called  as 
co-workers,  although  not  to  the  ordained 
ministry. 

The  theme  of  service  in  the  ministry  is 


Alaska! 

1976, 

26th  Annual 
Cruise-Tour 
for  United 
Methodists 

Send  for  full  color  bro¬ 
chure  describing  this 
expertly  planned  and  con¬ 
ducted,  all  expense  cruise- 
tour  to  America's  last 
frontier.  Join  a  congenial 
group  who  enjoy  friendly 
travel  together.  Combine  thrilling  scenery, 
a  restful  voyage  in  cool  northern  waters 
and  good  fellowship! 

Leaving  Chicago  in  late  July  for  21  days. 
See  the  Inside  Passage,  Ketchikan,  Juneau, 
Mendenhall  Glacier,  Wrangell,  Skagway, 
Lake  Bennett,  Alaska  and  the  Yukon.  Gla¬ 
cier  National  Park,  Waterton  Lakes,  Banff, 
Lake  Louise,  Victoria  and  the  Pacific 
Northwest  also  included.  Brochure  sent 
with  no  obligation. 

Methodist  Alaska  Cruise-Tour 

c/o  Carefree  Travel,  Inc. 

401  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 _ 


a  major  emphasis.  “Ministerial  author¬ 
ity  needs  to  be  conceived  and  prac¬ 
ticed  as  service,  not  as  dominion,”  the 
statement  says.  “Its  chief  characteristic 
will  be  an  evident  solidarity  between 
ministers  and  those  to  whom  they 
minister.” 

On  the  subject  of  the  holiness  of  the 
church,  the  document  contends  that 
“much  of  the  modern  world  reacts 
negatively  to  the  assertion  of  the  holiness 
of  the  church  because  of  its  apparent 
hypocrisy.  Hence,  the  need  to  emphasize 
that  real  compassion  and  true  humility 
are  an  integral  part  of  holiness.” 

It  asserts  that  “if  they  are  honest,  the 
church’s  ministers  will  acknowledge  that 
they  share  the  anguish  of  men  and 
women  who,  like  them,  are  unable  to  live 
up  to  the  Gospel  and  to  achieve  in 
themselves  the  holiness  to  which  they 
aspire.” 

Different  and  yet  not  different 

“The  Catholic  and  United  Methodist 
traditions,  in  different  ways  and  with 
different  stresses,  have  both  insisted 
upon  the  ordained  minister’s  duty  to  lead 
a  holy  life  in  the  service  of  the  Lord,”  the 
statement  says.  “The  minister  of  the 
word  and  sacraments,  in  addition  to 
directing  prayer  and  preaching  about  it, 
must  be  a  person  of  prayer  whose  life  is 
marked  by  simplicity  and  humility.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  document 
maintains  that  “there  is  no  difference 
between  the  holiness  of  the  ordained  and 
that  of  the  whole  people  of  God.”  It  af¬ 
firms  that  “what  has  been  said  and  en¬ 
couraged  in  regard  to  ordained  persons  is 
illustrative  of  the  holiness  to  which  all 
members  of  the  church  are  called.” 

In  the  United  Methodist  tradition,  the 
statement  reports,  the  church  is 
frequently  seen  as  “the  herald  of  God’s 
word,”  while  Catholic  tradition  has  often 
portrayed  the  church  as  “a  sacrament.” 
But  it  adds  that  “this  divergence  is  not 
pervasive,  since  each  tradition  has 
shared  elements  of  the  other.” 
Purpose  the  same 

Despite  differences  in  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  ordained  ministers  through 
the  centuries,  the  document  comments, 
the  fundamental  purpose  has  remained 
the  same:  “to  be  instruments  of  the 
Spirit  in  symbolizing  and  actualizing  the 
community’s  holiness,  apostolicity, 
catholicity  and  unity.” 

Affirming  that  “it  is  only  in  Christ  that 


the  church  is  holy,”  the  document 
declares  that  “ministers  will  manifest 
the  church’s  holiness  in  their  own 
spirituality  only  if  they  live  their  lives  as 
a  gift  from  Christ  and  as  a  task  for 
Christ.  As  they  discover  the  Lord  deeper 
in  their  own  lives,  they  will  find  strength 
for  their  service  and  new  joy  in  their 
calling.” 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Huston,  the 
denomination’s  chief  ecumenical  staff 
officer,  noted  that  the  paper  is  important 
because  it  marks  the  10th  year  of  the  only 
bi-lateral  conversation  the  UMC  has  been 
engaged  in,  and  because  it  is  being  issued 
in  connection  with  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity. 

“It  is  important  also,”  he  continued, 
“because  for  both  churches  it  raises 
critically  important  issues  for  the  future 
—  such  as  the  ordination  of  women,  a 
questions  that  simply  will  not  go  away.” 

United  Methodist  participants  of  the 
statement  were  Bishop  Mathews;  Dr. 
Paul  M.  Minus  of  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Delaware,  Ohio;  the  Rev.  Susan 
Morrison  of  Silver  Spring,  Md.;  Dr.  J. 
Robert  Nelson  of  Boston;  Dr.  Joseph 
Weber  and  Dr.  John  Godsey  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
D.C.;  Dr.  James  Will  of  Garrett 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.;  and  Dr.  Huston. 


First  in  a  series 

most  vulnerable  to  unethical  behavior 
because  the  local  parish  pastor  has  the 
least  formal  accountability  structure, 
said  Dr.  Robert  Thornburg,  head  of  the 
denomination’s  division  of  the  ordained 
ministry  in  Nashville.  He  said  the  lack  of 
structure  is  in  contrast  to  that  main¬ 
tained  for  doctors,  lawyers,  etc. 

At  the  same  time,  the  standard  attitude 
of  most  laity  that  somehow  ministers 
always  know  and  do  the  right  thing  in 
every  situation  continues  to  provide  a 
“cloak  of  immunity”  for  clergy  actions, 
Dr.  Thornburg  said. 

Leaders  of  the  church  most  directly 
involved  in  “policing”  ethical  behavior  in 
the  ministry  —  bishops,  district 
superintendents  and  conference  boards 
of  the  ministry  members  —  cited  the 
following  problem  areas  of  “clerical- 
collar-crime”: 

•  Professional  incompetence 

•  “Gold-bricking”  or  misuse  of  time 

•  “The  savior  complex” 

•  “Intellectual  rape” 

•  “Selling  one’s  soul  for  ad¬ 
vancement” 

•  “Feathering  one’s  own  nest” 

•  “Prostitution  of  ministry  for 
financial  gain” 

•  Acting  out  sexual  fantasies 

•  Racist  and/  or  sexist  attitudes 

Does  this  mean  that  the  professional 
ministry  is  filled  with  scoundrels? 
Experts  say  not;  these  are  simply  areas 
which  have  not  been  discussed  broadly 
enough  for  guidelines  to  have  emerged. 
And  they  more  or  less  involve  most 
pastors  in  the  profession  today. 

“Professional  incompetence” 

The  least  sensational  but  most 
widespread  “crime”  is  the  failure  of 
most  U.M.  ministers  to  take  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  competency  of  members 
in  the  profession,  according  to  the  Rev. 
John  Moore,  a  four-year  district 
superintendent  from  Berkeley,  Calif.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  “Clergy  have  tenure 
as  members  of  a  conference.”  he  said. 
“And,  like  schoolteachers  with  tenure, 
they  are  unwilling  to  raise  the  question  of 
competency.” 

Consequently,  district  superintendents 
are  the  ones  “on  the  firing  line”  from 
local  churches.  “We  are  continuing  to 
have  to  appoint  pastors  to  churches  that 
don’t  want  them  simply  because  they  are 
not  effective  pastors.  And  conference 
boards  of  ministry  are  not  dealing  with 
that  issue,”  Mr.  Moore  said. 

The  cabinet  (bishop  and  district 
superintendents)  may  raise  the  question 
of  competency  with  the  board  of 
ministry,  he  said,  but  generally  board 


Local  church  fights  crime 
through  awards  program 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

MIAMI  —  Good  police-community 
relations  not  only  help  combat  crime. 
They  also  help  combat  citizens’  fear  of 
crime. 

That’s  the  thinking  behind  a  regular 
series  of  police  service  awards  now  being 
given  by  First  UMC  here,  says  the  Rev. 
Wight  Kirtley,  pastor. 

Each  month  two  outstanding  police 
officers  and  their  families  are  recognized 
at  a  Sunday  worship  service  and  receive 
savings  bonds  of  appreciation  for  their 
work  through  a  program  begun  last 
summer. 

The  awards  accomplish  two  very 
important  things,  Mr.  Kirtley  believes: 
“They  show  police  officers  that  we  as  a 


National  youth  agency  is 
likely  to  face  changes 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  meet  April  27-May  8  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  The  following  is  the 
fourth  in  a  series  of  articles  in  which 
TM/  UMR  summarizes  some  of  the 
major  issues  delegates  are  likely  to  face. 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

There  seems  to  be  only  one  unanimous 
agreement  among  those  persons  in¬ 
volved  with  United  Methodism’s  national 
youth  organization:  It  won’t  look  the 
same  after  General  Conference  gets 
finished  with  it  this  spring. 

Few  church  agencies  in  recent 
memory  have  attracted  the  controversy 
which  has  followed  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries  (UMCYM) 
over  the  past  three  years.  Following 
controversial  stands  on  a  variety  of 
social  issues  ranging  from  draft  evasion 
to  ordination  of  homosexuals  as 
ministers,  the  UMCYM  has  often  found 
itself  in  the  center  of  the  attention  of  rank 
and  file  United  Methodists.  While  a  few 
have  hailed  its  positions  as  being  on  “the 
cutting  edge  of  Christian  conscience,” 
most  have  seen  its  viewpoints  as  threats 
to  the  basic  standards  of  the  church. 

Because  of  pressures  and  general 
dissatisfaction  throughout  most  of  the 
church  with  the  present  UMCYM 
organization,  a  national  consultation  on 
youth  ministries  was  held  in  Norman, 
Okla.,  last  summer  to  draw  up  proposals 
for  the  future  of  youth  ministries.  The 
consultation  —  which  included  strong 
youth  representation  —  came  up  with  two 
proposals1  for  General  Conference, 
neither  of  which  recommended  con¬ 


tinuation  of  the  UMCYM  in  its  present 
form. 

The  majority  proposal  recommends 
maintaining  the  basic  UMCYM  struc¬ 
ture,  but  changing  the  name  of  the 
organization  (to  rid  it  of  some  of  the 
stigmas  that  name  now  has  in  the  church 
at  large)  and  making  it  more  widely 
representative  and  more  accountable  to 
the  church  (through  the  Board  of 
Discipleship).  The  present  UMCYM 
supported  this  proposal  at  its  meeting  in 
December. 

The  minority  proposal  from  the  con¬ 
sultation  calls  for  the  complete  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  present  UMCYM-form  of 
organization  and  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Youth  Organization.  The 
organization  would  be  composed  of  a 
widely  representative  National  Youth 
Convocation  and  a  National  Youth 
Steering  Committee.  Its  staff  would  be 
recommended  to  and  elected  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  —  a  procedure 
making  the  youth  more  strictly  ac¬ 
countable  to  that  board.  This  proposal  is 
supported  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Regardless  of  what  structures  even¬ 
tually  are  approved  by  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  debate  over  a  national  youth 
organization  undoubtedly  will  center  on 
the  following  questions: 

(1)  How  autonomous  (free)  should  a 
youth  organization  be  from  other 
agencies  and  structures  of  the  church? 
Do  strong  organizational  ties  destroy 
potential  for  “prophetic  witness”? 

(2)  What  is  the  purpose  of  a  national 
youth  organization?  Is  it  is  primarily  to 
serve  youth,  or  is  it  primarily  a  channel 
through  which  youth  prod  the  rest  of  the 
church?  If  it  is  both,  how  much  of  each? 


congregation  appreciate  them.  And  they 
show  our  people  that  the  police  are  here 
and  doing  a  good  job.” 

The  program  actually  came  about,  he 
says,  when  First  Church  members 
became  “overly-f earful”  of  crime  in  the 
downtown  Miami  area  where  the  church 
is  located. 

“There  were  muggings  in  the  area. 
Members  of  our  congregation  were 
victims.  Our  church  drew  much-needed 
public  attention  to  the  prevalence  of 
crime.  But  then,  in  the  pendulum  swing, 
many  of  our  people  became  over-fearful. 
Some  were  afraid  to  come  to  the  church 
—  especially  the  senior  citizens  who 
came  each  day  for  the  hot  lunch  pro¬ 
gram.” 

Partially  to  help  re-establish  con¬ 
fide^ '■e  in  police  protection  —  downtown 
Miaiu.  is  actually  one  of  the  safest  areas 
in  the  county,  Mr.  Kirtley  says  —  the 
awards  program  was  implemented. 

The  program  recognizes  those  police 
officers  who  have  extended  themselves 
to  serve  people,  those  who  have  “shown 
courtesy  and  human  concern  for  the 
elderly  or  the  lost,  for  example.” 

Response  has  been  excellent,  he  says. 
“There  are  no  easy  answers  to  crime  or 
to  fear.  But  I  think  this  kind  of 
recognition  has  given  us  all  a  feeling  that 
together  we’re  doing  something.” 
Effort  goes  national 

United  Methodist  efforts  to  work  with 
law  enforcement  people  aren’t  limited  to 
individual  local  church  programs  like  the 
one  at  First  UMC,  Miami. 

All  churchpersons  across  the  nation 
who  contribute  to  United  Methodism’s 
Human  Relations  Day  offering  this 
Sunday  will  also  have  a  stake  in 
promoting  police-community  relations. 

A  Police-Community  Relations  Project 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  one  of  four  major  programs 
funded  by  the  annual  offering. 

Last  year,  for  instance,  Human 
Relations  Day  offerings  helped: 

•  reconcile  a  Native-American-related 
crisis  in  Pierre,  S.D.; 

•  avoid  further  violence  at  Wounded 
Knee; 

•  reopen  lines  of  communication  in 
the  racially-troubled  college  town  of 
Taft,  Calif,; 

•  support  a  Citizens  Alert  group  in 
Chicago. 

Only  three-and-one-half  percent  of  the 
annual  offering  ($11,940  in  1975)  goes  to 
the  police-community  relations  project. 
Other  agencies  which  benefit  are  the 
U.M.  Voluntary  Service,  Community 
Developers  and  Ethnic  Minority 
Training. 

Policy-Community  Relations  is  the 
least-known  of  the  four  projects,  officials 
say. 


members  are  “reluctant  and  unwilling” 
to  recommend  a  person  be  “involuntarily 
located”  —  (removal  from  conference 
membership  and  loss  of  right  to  receive 
appointment  to  a  local  church  as  pastor.) 

“The  church,  which  guarantees  a 
pastor  an  appointment,  builds  in  security 
but  also  inadvertently  fosters 
professional  incompetence,”  said  Dr. 
Larry  Snow,  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.  He 
holds  a  Ph  D  in  ethics  and  has  been 
chairman  of  the  New  York  conference 
board  of  ministry  for  eight  years  in 
addition  to  being  a  local  pastor. 

“Once  a  minister  becomes  a  member 
of  a  conference,  he/  she  can  continue  to 
coast  from  one  place  to  another  and,”  he 
admitted,  “there  is  the  ‘Peter  Principle' 
at  work  —  of  persons  being  promoted  to 
the  level  of  their  own  incompetence  — 
simply  because  they  can’t  ‘cut  it’ 
anywhere.” 

Dr.  Snow  said  the  funds  for  continuing 
education  provided  through  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  have  helped 
people  gain  professional  skills.  But, 
participation  is  self-starting,  which 
means  the  highly  motivated  persons  grab 
at  study  opportunities  as  do  those  in 
troublesome  pressure  situations.  But  the 
most  ineffective  clergy  may  never  bother 
because  they  know  they  will  still  have  a 
job. 

One  solution  to  this  problem  is  being 
proposed  to  the  General  Conference  by 


the  California-Nevada  Conference.  It 
proposes  that  ministers  have  a  5-10  year 
“term  tenure,”  instead  of  life  tenure.  A 
minister  would  be  thoroughly  evaluated 
professionally  at  the  end  of  each  term 
before  being  recommended  for  read- 
mission  to  the  conference. 

“Gold-bricking” 

One  of  John  Wesley’s  directions  to  his 
preachers  was  “Never  be  triflingly  em¬ 
ployed.”  Yet,  “the  minister  is  par¬ 
ticularly  vulnerable  on  this  point,”  Dr. 
Thornburg  said,  because  “no  one  can 
judge  for  ministers  whether  they  are 
spending  their  time  properly.  No  one  tells 
the  minister  what  percentage  of  time 
should  be  allocated  to  each  area  of 
ministry,  be  it  study,  calling,  worship 
preparation  or  whatever.” 

Closely  related  to  the  possible  misuse 
of  time  are  uncertainties  about  what  the 
minister’s  role  is  supposed  to  be,  Dr. 
Thornburg  said.  No  longer  prophet, 
pioneer  or  blue-nosed  conscience  of  the 
community  as  in  former  eras,  the  pastor 
is  not  a  “quasi-specialist”  such  as  the 
modern  educator  or  counselor. 

“The  pastor  today,”  in  Dr.  Thorn¬ 
burg’s  opinion,  “is  the  last  great 
generalist  in  trying  to  weld  together  the 
community.  A  minister  has  to  feel  com¬ 
fortable  saying,  ‘I’m  a  pastor’  today 
or  strains  develop  between  what  he  feels 
like  inside  and  what  he  thinks  he  is 
supposed  to  look  like.” 


Bishops  unanimously 
support  ‘itineracy’ 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  The  traditional  United 
Methodist  (Wesleyan)  practice  of 
periodically  moving  ministers  from  one 
church  to  another  and  procedures  for 
making  those  moves  were  set  down  and 
supported  here  Jan.  14  by  the 
denomination’s  45  active  bishops. 

In  what  the  bishops  described  as  “an 
extraordinary  consensus  on  appointment 
making,”  they  called  for  a  continuation 
of  “the  consultative  process  in  fixing 
appointments"  through  “a  collective 
undertaking  with  the  local  church 
through  its  pastor-parish  relations 
committee,  the  pastor  and  pastoral 
family,  the  district  superintendent  and 
the  bishop.”  The  statements  came  in  a 
press  release  following  the  3-day  con¬ 
sultation,  which  was  closed  to  the  public. 

The  press  release  said  all  45  bishops 
were  “unanimously  and  strongly  in 
support  of  the  itinerant  tradition”  of  the 
church  and  that  “we  are  determined  to 
include  all  four  partners  in  making 
appointments.” 

“Consultation”  was  defined  as  a 
“continuous  effort  to  assess  the  needs  of 
the  congregations  and  to  reinforce  the 
growing  effectivensss  of  the  pastors  so 
that  the  cabinet  may  be  accurately  ad¬ 
vised  before  the  bishop  fixes  the  ap¬ 
pointment. 

Legislation  was  first  written  into  the 
“Discipline”  in  1972  saying  the  bishop 
shall  appoint  after  consultation  with  the 
district  superintendents  and  with  the 
local  church  pastor -parish  committee. 
Before  1972,  consultation  with  only  the 
district  superintendents  was  required. 

The  special  meeting  here  was  initiated 
by  the  pastoral  relations  subcommittee 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops.  The  purpose 
was  to  establish  minimum  guidelines  on 
a  function  formerly  viewed  as  primarily 
authoritarian  and  which  now  is  a 
pastoral,  consultative  relationship  as 
determined  by  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference.  The  bishops  said  they  are 
seeking  to  “systematize  and  humanize” 
the  appointment-making  process. 

Of  the  itinerate  system,  (the  periodic 
appointment  of  pastors  to  different 
churches),  the  bishops  said,  “It  has 
served  our  tradition  effectively  in  the 
past  and  is  pecularily  equipped  to  meet 
the  demands  for  our  own  day.”  Seven 
specific  reasons  were  cited: 

(1)  Provides  the  best  available  per¬ 
sons  to  each  local  church. 

(2)  Assures  an  appointment  to  the 
ministerial  members  of  the  conference. 

Most  local 
U.M.  churches 
are  small 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  More  than 
29,400  of  United  Methodism’s  39,000  local 
churches  have  fewer  than  300  members, 
25,000  have  fewer  than  200,  and  there  are 
only  66  churches  in  the  denomination 
with  3,000  or  more  members,  according 
to  a  report  released  here  in  mid-January . 

Based  on  membership  figures  for  1974, 
the  most  recent  available,  the  statistical 
office  said  the  largest  single  size 
grouping  is  the  9,302  churches  with  100  to 
199  members,  and  the  next  largest  is  the 
8,723  in  the  50-to-99  member  category. 
Third  largest  grouping  is  the  7,005 
churches  with  1  to  49  members  each. 

The  West  Virginia  Annual  Conference 
is  the  leader  in  small  churches  with  1,135 
below  100  members,  and  730  of  these  have 
fewer  than  50.  Next  largest  conference 
grouping  of  fewer  than  50  members  is 
Alabama-West  Florida’s  255. 

Of  the  churches  with  3,000  or  more,  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  has  half  with 
the  Oklahoma  Conference  listing  eight, 
North  Texas,  seven,  and  Texas,  six. 
Leaders  in  large  churches  outside  that 
jurisdiction  are  Florida  with  six  above 
3,000  and  West  Ohio  with  four. 


(3)  Is  the  principal  guarantee  of  a  free 
and  responsible  pulpit. 

(4)  Matches  needs  with  professional 
ability. 

(5)  Is  essentially  missional  in  thrust  in 
that  ministers  affirm  their  calling  by 
being  sent  to  their  churches. 

(6)  Is  the  best  opportunity  for  (United 
Methodism’s)  becoming  ethnically  “a 
truly  inclusive  church.” 

(7)  In  instances  urgently  requiring 
changes,  the  polity  can  effect  change 
efficiently,  promptly  and  humanely. 

The  purpose  of  the  itinerant  system 
was  defined  as  “the  deployment  of  the 
clergy  for  the  best  possible  care  of  the 
congregations  through  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel,  administration  of  the 
sacraments,  for  evangelism  and  nurture, 
and  for  guidance  of  the  people  of  God  in 
effective  witness  and  service  to  the 
community.” 

The  bishops  had  presentations  of 
"working  papers”  by  resource  leaders 
the  first  day  on  the  attitude  of  the  church 
on  appointments,  the  theological  and 
historical  rationale  for  appointments  and 
the  psychological  factors  and  im¬ 
plications  of  appointments. 

The  second  day  was  devoted  to  small 
group  sessions  where  goals,  procedures 
in  use  and  interpretations  were  ham¬ 
mered  out. 

The  final  day,  panel  presentations 
examined  the  appointments  of  couples, 
district  superintendents  and  “less  ef¬ 
fective  clergy.” 

Bishops  also  examined  legislation  on 
the  appointment  process  being  proposed 
to  the  1976  General  Conference.  Their 
statement  said  “we  are  generally  in 
accord  with  its  intent  and  anticipate  no 
major  problems  in  administering  the 
appointments  in  accordance  with  it.  We 
would  point  out  that  the  actual  wording  of 
it  is  of  great  importance  so  it  may  be 
understood  by  all  concerned.”  (This  is  in 
apparent  reference  to  the  weakness  of 
the  1972  wording  which  resulted  in  some 
confusion.) 


Partnership 
Available 
$1  to 
$100,000 


People  are  ill  — 

clinics  and  hospitals  need 
to  be  built. 

People  are  hungry  — 
wells  need  drilling  and 
improved  agricultural 
methods  need  to  be  taught. 
Children  are  alone  — 
the  church  reaches  out  in 
dozens  of  ways  with 
Christian  love. 

YOU  become  a  partner 

with  these  national  and 
world  ministries  —  and 
with  a  compassionate 
Christ  —  through  your 
Advance  Special  gifts. 


For  more  information 
about  becoming  a 
partner  in  mission 
write 


(L 


of  The  United 
Methodist  Church, 

Rm. 1316 
475  Riverside  Dr., 
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Diverse  issues  to 
face  church  in  9 76 

i 


b  W* 


The  continuing  war  in  Angola  and  the 
role  of  major  world  powers  in  that 
conflict  will  challenge  the  church  as  a 
reconciler  and  a  voice  for  human 
liberation  in  1976. 


The  demands  of  women  for  equality  with  men  are  likely  to  touch  the  church  in 
several  places  during  1976.  Regular  ordination  of  women  in  the  Episcopal  Church 
will  continue  to  be  a  major  story. 


Religious  News  Service  Photos 


Problems  brought  about  by  changing  family  patterns  and  minority  persons  —  such  as  the  Native  American  in  right  photo 
issues  in  human  sexuality  in  American  society  [left  photo]  are  _  for  a  "full  share”  in  society  and  in  the  church  also  will 
expected  to  continue  to  be  a  major  issue  before  United  continue  as  a  significant  issue. 

Methodists  and  other  Christians  in  1976.  Struggles  of  ethnic 


Black  women  f  ace4hurdles’ 

Lobby  to  be  tool  to  pry  open  doors  for  involvement 


Minneapolis  columnist  says 

D.S.  attacks  sin  in  frostline  tent 


By  JIM  KLOBUCHAR 
MINNEAPOLIS 

—  All  of  the  good  H 

United  Methodists  ■  ■ 
from  Alexandria 
north  are  praying 
for  the  reverend, 
confident  of  the 
destination  of  his 
soul  but  not  sure 
about  the  fate  of _ 

his  toes.  DELTON  KRUEGER 

Delton  Krueger  is  the  object  of  this 
beseechment.  He  is  one  of  the  adminis¬ 
trative  circuit-riders  of  Minnesota  United 
Methodism  (district  superintendent  of 
the  Northwest  District),  a  man  who 
certainly  ranks  among  my  top  five 
all-time  United  Methodist  ministers. 

Delton  Krueger  has  decided  to  live  in  a 
tent  as  he  plies  salvation  from  town  to 
town.  And  because  this  is  winter,  and  his 
territory  includes  such  non-tropical  out¬ 
posts  as  Bemidji,  Walker  and  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  it  follows  that  the  reverend  may 
need  charitable  providence  more  than 
his  flock  does. 

Mr.  Krueger  is  46,  a  man  aroused  and 
cleansed  by  immersion  in  nature.  He  has 


hiked,  camped  and  snowshoed.  He  has 
concluded  that  while  God  may  not  be 
close  when  a  man  sleeps  beneath  the 
pines,  the  pilgrim  does  experience  a 
renewed  harmony  with  the  earth,  an 
experience  which  may  have  a  kind  of 
divine  lyricism  of  its  own. 

For  this  view,  I  think,  Mr.  Krueger 
deserves  our  attention  as  a  wise  man 
although  not  necessarily  the  most 
prudent  one. 

He  has  not  camped  out  in  winter 
before,  for  example,  and  would  like  to 
know  whether  the  frostline  tent  he  and 
his  wife  have  sewn  will  withstand  the 
Beltrami  County  gales. 

I  told  Delton  his  urges  were  worthy  of 
the  experiment,  and  he  must  now  repose 
equal  trust  in  the  Lord  and  his  wife’s 
stroke  as  a  seamstress. 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  the  reverend 
will  prevail,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
the  world  needs  Delton  Kruegers  and 
nobody  understands  this  more  pro¬ 
foundly  than  the  one  who  makes  the 
weather. 

“It  just  occurred  to  me  sometime 
ago,”  Delton  said,  “that  the  kind  of  job 
I’ve  got  —  being  the  administrative 


-An  advertisement- 


TM/UMR  to  sponsor  grand 
tour  of  Europe  in  August 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA  —  Confronted  with  the 
"double  handicap”  of  white  racism  and 
black  male  domination,  over  400  “con¬ 
cerned  black  women”  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  determined  here  to  pry 
open  tye  doors  of  the  church  to  their 
participation  and  leadership. 

The  key  tool  designed  at  the  Jan.  16-18 
meeting  was  a  Committee  of  Concerned 
Black  Women  to  act  as  a  lobby  within 
other  organizations,  develop  an  annual 
national  meeting,  and  address  itself 
particularly  to  the  problem  of  poverty 
"as  we  see  it”  in  the  black  community. 
The  committee  would  have  an  office 
within  the  black  caucus,  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR)  and  begin 
planning  at  the  March  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  week-end  “forum”  here  was  the 
first  national  meeting  of  Black  U.M. 
women  since  1968.  The  fragmentation, 
scatteredness  and  isolation;  feelings  of 
being  "left  out”  and  a  decline  in  the 
participation  of  black  women  is  traced  to 
the  abolition  of  the  controversial  all¬ 
black  Central  Jurisdiction  in  1968. 

"Opportunities  for  sharing  were  lost  as 
church  structure  changed,”  said  Thelma 
Barnes,  executive  director  of  BMCR  and 
a  member  of  the  planning  committee. 
“We  needed  this  meeting  for  women  to 
express  themselves  on  their  needs  in 
relation  to  the  church  and  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  propose  how  we  can  address 
these  needs.”  Ms.  Barnes  said  that  while 
the  meeting  was  open,  neither  white 
women  nor  black  men  were  encouraged 
to  attend  because  their  presence  tends  to 
keep  some  black  women  from  speaking 
out. 

Some  fear  was  expressed  that  the 
group’s  move  to  organize  under  the 
BMCR  umbrella  would  be  viewed  as 
"separatist.”  Marian  Jones,  a  Columbia, 
S.C.  conference  staffer,  said,  "It’s  more 
a  question  of  perpetuating  segregation  if 
we  do  not  continue  to  plan.  The  best  way 
to  work  for  a  truly  inclusive  church  is  to 
organize.” 

“1  never  knew  we  had  so  many 
dynamic  women,”  Ms.  Annie  Dobbins, 
Ft.  Worth,  Tex.,  said.  “We  just  never  see 
each  other  in  large  numbers  in  the 
church;  usually,  it’s  just  a  couple  at  any 
meeting  outside  the  local  church.” 

The  invitation  to  share  brought 
together  women  of  a  broad  spectrum  of 
economic,  social  and  educational  range. 
Active  lay  women,  minister’s  wives,  12 
ordained  black  women,  professionals, 
mothers  with  small  children  and  officers 
of  United  Methodist  Women  came  to 
Atlanta  to  meet  in  the  hotel  where  parts 
of  "Gone  With  the  Wind”  were  filmed. 

The  Peninsula  Conference  had  the 
largest  delegation  (40)  from  any  single 
conference.  They  came  via  an  18-hour 
bus  ride.  Lowan  Pitts,  Dover,  Del. 
organizer  of  the  bus  tour,  said  she  was 
pleased  that  there  was  a  large  number  of 
women  in  the  24-45  age  group,  "where 


DALLAS  —  A  grand  tour  of  Europe, 
which  includes  an  optional  visit  to  the 
World  Methodist  Conference  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  will  be  sponsored  by  the  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter 
in  Aug.  1976. 

Leaders  for  the  tour  will  be  Dr.  Ted 
Richardson,  District  Superintendent  of 
the  San  Antonio  (Tex.)  District  and 
chairperson  of  TM/  UMR’s  governing 
board;  Dr.  Douglas  Fleming,  Altus 
(Okla.)  District  Superintendent;  and  the 
Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
TM/  UMR  editor-general  manager. 

The  tour  will  depart  from  New  York 
August  10  for  Zurich,  Switzerland  —  the 
first  stop  of  a  16-day  visit  to  some  of  the 
most  interesting  cities  in  Europe. 

After  two  days  in  the  mountain  city  of 
Lucerne,  the  tour  group  will  view  what 
has  been  called  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  scenery  in  the  world  in  route  to 
Florence,  Italy.  In  Florence,  the  group 
will  visit  art  centers  and  then  go  on  to 
Rome  for  three  days  in  the  Italian 
capital. 

Following  visits  to  the  Vatican,  the 


Colloseum,  the  Forum  and  many  other 
historical  sites,  the  group  will  travel 
north  toward  the  Italian  and  French 
Riverias  for  visits  to  Rapallo  and  Nice. 
The  group  will  then  tour  through  the 
heart  of  France,  with  a  stopover  in 
Lyons,  and  then  on  to  Paris  for  visits  to 
the  Versailles  Palace  and  other  places  of 
interest. 

The  first  leg  of  the  tour  will  conclude  in 
London  with  three  days  of  visits  to 
Westminster  Abbey,  Buckingham  Palace 
and  other  sites  of  special  interest  to 
United  Methodists. 

Tour  members  will  have  the  option  of 
returning  from  London  to  New  York  or 
continuing  on  to  Dublin,  Ireland  for  a 
four-day  stay  at  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  which  meets  every  five 
years. 

The  tour  leaders  invite  all  TM/  UMR 
readers  to  consider  joining  what  is 
certain  to  be  a  lively  and  interesting  tour 
group.  For  a  brochure  outlining  the  trip 
and  further  information,  write; 
TM/  UMR  Group  Tour,  P.  0.  Box  1076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75221. 


work  with  black  women  is  hurting  the 
most  in  the  church”  she  said. 

The  forum  was  described  as  “the  in¬ 
cubation  phase”  of  a  new  beginning  for 
black  women  by  Dr.  Anna  Arnold 
Hedgeman,  New  York  City,  author/ 
consultant.  “We  are  here  to  assess 
our  strengths  and  weaknesses  for  the 
purpose  of  renewing  the  church.  Out  of 
the  black  experience  we  may  be  able  to 
find  the  wisdom  to  achieve  it.  The  U.S. 
has  never  yet  learned  to  live  with  variety 
(pluralism)  but  there  is  great  need  for 
exploration.” 

A  research  report  on  the  participation 
of  Black  U.M.  women  in  the  church 
provided  data  for  an  assessment  of  the 
present  situation  and  on  laywomen’s 
attitudes  about  the  church.  Preliminary 
findings  from  the  survey  prepared  by 
Annette  Hutchins-Felder,  New  York, 
indicate: 

•  65-75  percent  of  Black  United 
Methodists  are  women;  a  total  group  of 


approximately  245,000. 

•  Racism  and  white  female 
domination  rank  among  the  major 
reasons  black  women  do  not  participate 
beyond  the  local  church. 

•  Existing  church  structures  and 
organizations  are  not  concerned  with 
vital  concerns  of  black  women,  but  with 
“tea  and  cookie”  issues. 

•  Racism  among  white  women  has 
emerged  as  the  tide  has  shifted  from 
minority  concerns  to  women’s  concerns. 

•  Black  male  domination  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  women’s  lack  of  participation, 
particularly  in  leadership  roles  in  local 
churches. 

“While  more  leadership  roles  for 
women  have  opened  up  in  the  church, 
white  women  are  in  them  because  they 
tend  to  have  more  time  and  money  and 
influence  to  participate  on  boards  and 
committees,”  Mary  Good  said.  She  is  a 
Detroit  teacher  and  member  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 


Church  youth  dropouts 
level  off  poll  shows 
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PRINCETON,  N.  J.  (RNS)  —  A 
national  Gallup  Poll  study  indicates  that 
the  downward  trend  in  church  at¬ 
tendance  among  young  people  which 
began  in  the  1960s  has  subsided  in  the 
1970s. 

“The  levelling  off  of  the  downslide  in 
church  attendance  among  youth  is,  of 
course,  encouraging  to  the  nation’s 
religious  leaders,  since  the  future  of 
organized  religion  depends  in  large 
measure  on  the  religious  beliefs  and 
activities  of  society’s  youngest  adults,” 
said  George  Gallup  in  his  analysis  of  the 
data. 

Church  attendance  nationwide  in  1975 
remained  at  the  same  level  as  in  the  four 
previous  years  of  the  decade :  40  per  cent 
of  adults  attended  church  or  synagogue 
in  a  typical  week. 

Among  young  people,  church  at¬ 
tendance  dropped  from  40  per  cent  in  1967 
in  the  midst  of  the  downslide  to  about  30 
per  cent  at  the  beginning  of  the  1970s.  The 
figure  has  remained  stable  at  30  per  cent. 

Nationwide,  20  per  cent  of  all 
Americans  said  they  had  participated 
during  the  test  week  in  religious  ac¬ 
tivities  “such  as  prayer  group  meetings, 
Bible  reading  classes,  and  the  like.”  This 
included  21  per  cent  of  persons  over  30 
and  18  per  cent  of  persons  18  to  29. 

“Churchgoing  among  Protestants  has 
been  remarkably  stable  since  1964, 
fluctuating  only  by  a  point  or  two  from 
year  to  year  over  this  entire  period  of 
time,”  Mr.  Gallup  reported. 

A  comparison  of  Gallup  Poll  audits 
made  since  1955,  when  the  annual  sur¬ 
veys  were  started  on  an  annual  basis  — 
shows  that  high  points  were  reached  in 
1955  and  1958.  when  49  per  cent  attended 


in  a  typical  week. 

Nationwide,  church  attendance  drop¬ 
ped  to  46  per  cent  in  1956,  and  rose  to  47 
per  cent  in  1957  and  to  49  per  cent  in  1958. 
It  remained  at  47  per  cent  from  1959- 
61,  then  dipped  steadily  until  it  hit  40  per 
cent  in  1971.  where  it  has  remained  since. 

Findings  in  the  latest  report  emerge 
from  annual  Gallup  audits  of  church 
attendance.  To  estimate  the  average 
attendance  during  1975,  surveys  of  repre¬ 
sentative  samples  of  the  adult  population 
were  made  in  eight  selected  weeks 
during  the  year  to  account  for  seasonal 
fluctuations. 

Doctors  are  hopeful 
for  Kathryn  Kuhlman 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  —  Evangelist 
Kathryn  Kuhlman,  though  “terribly 
debilitated,”  has  had  “very  few 
problems”  in  the  wake  of  open-heart 
surgery  in  Tulsa,  according  to  a  close 
friend. 

D.  B.  Wilkerson,  Tulsa  businessman 
and  a  personal  advisor  to  Miss  Kuhlman, 
said  doctors  are  “very  optimistic”  about 
her  expected  recovery. 

Mr.  Wilkerson  said  “God  didn’t  elect  to 
give  her  a  miracle  that  way”  when  asked 
if  faith  healing  were  sought  for  Miss 
Kuhlman. 

Miss  Kuhlman  was  hospitalized  in 
Tulsa  on  Dec.  27.  The  following  day,  her 
mitral  valve  was  replaced  and  a  heart 
tendon  repaired. 

Besides  himself,  Mr.  Wilkerson  said, 
only  Tulsa-based  evangelist  Oral  Roberts 
had  been  permitted  to  visit  Miss 
Kuhlman.  who  is  in  her  early  sixties. 


Particularly 
Planned  For 


middleman  between  the  congregations 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
northwestern  Minnesota  —  is  the  kind 
where  you  can  lose  sight  of  reality.  I’m 
talking  about  any  administrative  church 
job.  You  can  set  up  a  lot  of  tasks  for 
yourself  and  perform  them  reasonably 
well.  But  you  can  become  a  cardboard 
man  in  the  process.  Paperwork,  inter¬ 
views,  advice. 

"But  what  is  reality  if  you  live  on 
earth? 

“Isn’t  it  the  clear  air,  the  brook,  the 
frozen  farm  field,  the  quiet  forest  as 
much  as  it  is  progress  and  making-it  and 
reaching  quotas? 

“I  think  spending  a  night  outdoors, 
sleeping  on  the  earth,  puts  you  in  closer 
touch  with  yourself  and  gives  you  a  fresh 
identity  in  this  vast  universe.  I  feel  more 
comfortable  with  myself,  more  useful.” 

And  so  Delton  Krueger  will  drive  to 
Walker,  let’s  say.  And  instead  of  renting 
a  motel  room  or  staying  in  the  home  of  a 
host  minister,  he  will  erect  the  frostline 
tent.  He  has  a  sleeping  bag  and  some 
thermal  clothing,  but  no  heater  stove.  In 
an  emergency,  he  reasons,  there’s 
always  the  car,  although  some  emer¬ 
gencies  may  take  the  form  of  20  below 
zero  weather  with  northwest  winds  and 
drifting.  In  which  case  the  automobile 
might  not  necessarily  be  any  more 
comfort  than  the  frostline  tent. 

“There’s  no  real  hazard,  though,”  he 
explained.  “I’ll  usually  pick  camping 
grounds  that  are  pretty  close  to  a  town. 

"But  it’s  splendid  in  the  camping 
grounds  in  late  fall  and  early  winter,  with 
a  fresh  covering  of  snow.  Would  you 
believe  those  camp  grounds  are  ab¬ 
solutely  deserted  and  the  tenter  has  the 
entire  campground  to  himself?” 

I  said  no,  I  did  not  find  this  amazing. 
And  how  did  the  minister’s  friends  react 
to  his  vagabond  evangelism? 

"Some  of  them  are  puzzled,”  he 
conceded.  “They  think  it's  all  right  to 
enjoy  nature,  but  they  think  there  is  a 
sharp  decline  in  this  enjoyment  when  the 
mercury  gets  down  to  10  below  zero. 

"Others  think  I’m  a  little  strange.  A 
few  frankly  believe  I’m  crazy. 

"I’m  not  trying  to  pioneer  any  new 
form  of  business  practice.  I  think  the 
motels  should  be  able  to  withstand  this 
threat.  I  just  want  to  feel  as  human  as  I 
can,  and  I  never  feel  more  human  than 
when  I’m  sleeping  on  the  earth.” 

There  is  much  hope  yet  for  United 
Methodism. 

The  above  article  by  columnist  Jim 
Klobuchar  is  reprinted  by  permission  of 
the  Minneapolis  Star. 


WESTERN 

PARKS 

May  27  -  June  14 


A  delightful  rail-and-bus  tour  through  the  spectacular 
scenery  of  Utah,  Arizona,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico 
—  Zion,  Bryce,  Grand  Canyon,  Mesa  Verde  plus  the 
Indian  Country  of  Taos  and  quaint  Sante  Fe.  Even 
a  ride  on  a  narrow-gauge  railroad  and  you  will 
marvel  at  the  Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir. 


Alaska 

July  10  -  July  30 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


BRITISH 

ISLES 

June  14 -July  3 


This  lovely  air  tour  concentrates  on  the  small  area  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  —  a  truly  in-depth 
visit  to  the  British  Isles.  Sights  include  Edinburgh, 
Loch  Ness,  Loch  Lomond,  Windsor  Palace,  Plymouth, 
the  monoliths  of  Stonehenge,  and,  of  course,  glorious 
London, 


Join  this  exciting  3-week  all-surface  tour  of  our  49th 
State,  train  to  the  American  and  Canadian  Rockies,  a 
spectacular  8-day  cruise  along  the  Alaskan  coast  to 
view  magnificient  glaciers,  Indian  villages,  the  Trail 
of  '98,  Juneau,  Vancouver  and  Seattle. 


August  10  •  August  25 


Aatoaii 

July  17 -August  1 


The  summer  is  a  great  time  to  visit  the  Islands  of 
Paradise.  This  2-week  air  tour  lets  you  see  beautiful 
Hawaii  at  a  leisurely  pace.  We  see  the  four  major 
islands  of  Oahu,  Hawaii,  Kauai,  and  Maui.  White 
sand  beaches  and  fragrant  hibiscus  invite  you  to  ro¬ 
mantic  Hawaii. 


around  and  across 

AMERICA 

October  4  -  October  26 


Really  see  "inside”  of  Alaska!  You  will  visit  Anchor¬ 
age,  Mt.  McKinley,  Fairbanks,  Nome  and  transit  the 
Arctic  Circle  to  Kotzebue.  A  four-day  "Inside  Pass¬ 
age"  Cruise  includes  Skagway  and  Juneau;  returning 
to  the  East  and  Midwest  by  regularly  scheduled  air 
flights  via  Seattle. 


Free  Folders  united  methodist  tour  division 
SEND  TO*  Wayf*r*r  Group  Travel,  Inc. 

2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


This  3- week  cruise  tour  departing  from  Ft.  Lauderdale, 
Florida  takes  you  on  the  elegant  ROYAL  VIKING 
SEA  (Norwegian  registry).  With  the  amenities  of  a 
great  hotel,  you  will  cruise  to  ports  in  colorful  Mexico, 
South  America,  and  the  Caribbean  PLUS  an  unfor¬ 
gettable  transit  of  the  Panama  Canal  returning  to 
Los  Angeles,  California.  Rail  or  air  within  U.S. 
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□  Western  Perks  (Mey  27-June  14) 

□  Alaska  (July  10-July  30) 

Q  “Inside  Alaska"  (Aug.  10-Aug.  25) 

□  British  Isles  (June  14-July  3) 

□  Hawaii  (July  17-August  1) 

□  Around-Across-America  (Oct  4*26) 
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Blood  Donor 
Drives  encouraged 

Blood  Banks  Don’t  Need  Blood  -  People 
Do! 

With  this  information  in  mind,  Asbury 
Church,  Lafayette,  has  been  sponsoring  a 
successful  Blood  Donor  Drive,  directed 
by  the  church’s  Commission  on  Social 
Concerns.  Glen  Evans  is  chairman;  the 
Rev.  James  J.  Caraway  is  pastor  of 
Asbury. 

In  the  practice  of  using  an  all-volun¬ 
teer  system  for  obtaining  blood,  the  old 
practice  of  paying  donors  is  being 
eliminated.  Many  churches  in  our 
Conference,  in  addition  to  Asbury,  are 
using  the  system  of  Blood  Donor  Drives 
to  assure  that  their  community  will  have 
sufficient  supplies  of  blood  when  needed. 
Certain  age  and  physical  requirements 
must  be  met  to  be  a  donor,  but  this 
eliminates  only  a  minimum  number  of 
persons. 

Church  members  throughout  the 
conference  are  urged  to  contact  their 
local  churches  as  to  programs  or 
procedures  which  they  might  use  in 
contributing  to  this  “life-giving”  service. 

Of  special  interest 
General  news  items 

The  Bicentennial  Celebration  of  the 
United  States  of  America  will  do  much  to 
set  the  theme  for  the  forty-first  annual 
Ministers’  Week  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  February  2-5. 

Lectures,  worship,  workshops, 
discussions  will  all  be  on  the  program.  As 
in  the  past,  there  is  no  advance 
registration  for  Ministers’  Week  and 
individuals  are  asked  to  obtain  their  own 
housing  accommodations.  Registration 
will  be  held  in  McFarlin  Auditorium 
lobby  upon  arrival  on  the  campus. 

*  *  * 

Roger  Deschner,  Professor  of  Church 
Music  and  Director  of  the  Master  of 
Sacred  Music  Program  at  Perkins, 
announces  that  the  Annual  Church  Music 
Workshop  for  church  musicians  and 
pastors  will  begin  on  Sunday  evening, 
February  1.  Church  musicians  and  other 
interested  persons  will  be  in  attendance. 

The  Managerial  Grid  Seminar, 
sponsored  by  the  Jurisdictional  Council 
on  Ministries,  will  be  held  February  22-27 
at  the  Center  for  Christian  Renewal, 
Oklahoma  City,  Ok.  The  Grid  helps 
persons  in  leadership  positions  un¬ 
derstand  various  styles  of  leadership  and 
improve  their  own  competence  in 
working  with  groups.  Annual  Conference 
staff  personnel,  District  Superin¬ 
tendents,  pastors  and  local  church  staff 
persons  from  throughout  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  will  be  par¬ 
ticipating. 

*  #  • 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how  YOU 
might  write  a  meditation  for  THE 
UPPER  ROOM?  The  1977  editions  are 
now  being  prepared,  and  persons  who  are 
interested  in  submitting  material  may 
receive  further  information  on  procedure 
by  addressing:  the  Rev.  Sulon  G.  Ferree, 
Managing  Editor,  THE  UPPER  ROOM, 
1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203.  A  brochure  is  available,  listing 
“Special  Emphases”  and  “Suggested 
Topics.” 

*  •  • 

Serious  lay  theological  education  for 
all  members  of  the  laity  featuring 
courses  and  seminars  taught  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
faculty  as  condensations  of  regular 
seminary  courses  will  be  offered  during 
Laity  Week  at  Perkins/  SMU  February 
5-7.  Laypersons  in  attendance  at  Laity 
Week  ’76  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
experience  Christian  community  and 
fellowship  with  others  from  over  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 


Dr.  Samuel  Cook  stresses  excellence  at  Dillard 


Speaking  before  a  gathering  of  prin¬ 
cipals,  assistant  principals  and  coun¬ 
selors  of  Orleans  and  Jefferson  parishes 
school,  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  Dillard 
University  President,  promised  to  im¬ 
prove  the  “whole  intellectual  climate  at 
Dillard  University  ..." 

Among  his  remarks  were  “.  .  .we  are 
going  to  improve  the  quality  of  the 
faculty,  staff,  curriculum,  standards  of 
striving  and  performance,  student  body 
and  physical  plant.”  He  stated  that 


greater  excitement  and  challenge  are  in 
store,  and  that  the  results  should  be 
rewarding  and  creative. 

More  than  60  secondary  school  ad¬ 
ministrators  attended  the  event,  labeled 
“Meet  the  President  Dinner,”  given 
recently  in  Doctor  Cook’s  honor. 

Dr.  Cook  stressed  academic  excellence 
throughout  the  University’s  program, 
and  in  every  phase  of  participation  by 
faculty  and  student  body. 


Puppets -“A  fun  way  to  witness 


By  MRS.  JOHN  H.  [JUDY]  MILLER 

This  month  marks  the  first  birthday  of 
the  Puppets  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe.  On  January  26,  1975 
the  First  Church  Puppet  Ministry 
program  was  given  at  the  church,  and 
the  puppets  have  been  performing,  en¬ 
tertaining  and  witnessing  ever  since  -  to  a 
variety  of  audiences. 

The  Puppet  Ministry  was  begun  as  a 
new  and  different  outreach  for  the  youth 
of  the  church,  and  it  has  become  one  of 
the  most  meaningful  and  rewarding 
youth  programs.  First  Church  calls  this 
program  “The  Fun  Way  To  Witness.”  It 
is  just  that. 

At  present  there  are  14  members  of  the 
puppet  family,  with  plans  for  more 
family  members.  These  14  include  six 
people  puppets,  four  animals  and  four 
cartoon  puppets.  They  mix,  mingle  and 
combine  forces  to  sing  songs,  tell  stories 
and  to  witness  in  their  own  fashion  to 
audience  or  congregation  of  any  age, 
perform  to  church  congregations, 
summer  campers  and  to  civic 
organizations.  The  puppets  are  worked 
by  young  people  of  the  church,  ages  14 
and  over,  who  rehearse  at  least  once  a 
week.  The  puppeteers  also  make 
costumes  and  props  for  the  puppets  and 
do  some  of  their  own  recording  and  script 


Mrs.  Hazel  McGuffey  Bowdon,  wife  of 
Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  died  on  January  13 
and  funeral  services  were  conducted 
from  First  Church,  Lake  Charles  on 
January  15. 

Mrs.  Bowdon  was  well  known  and 
loved  throughout  the  Conference,  having 
identified  herself  with  the  church  and 
many  community  activities  throughout 
her  lifetime.  She  was  born  on  June  9,  1898 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H. 
McGuffey.  She  was  educated  at  Selleman 


writing. 

A  typical  puppet  performance  will 
include  a  story  or  two  and  several  songs, 
both  secular  and  religious  in  nature. 
Puppets  have  a  universal  appeal  for 
people  of  all  ages  and  faiths,  and  through 
this  'medium’  the  church  is  given  a 
unique  and  special  opportunity  to  reach 
out  and  spread  the  message  of  Christ. 
Puppets  are  at  once  cute,  funny,  enter¬ 
taining,  inspiring  and  much  hard  work. 
The  puppeteers  are  a  dedicated,  loyal 
and  energetic  group  of  young  people  who 
give  many  hours  to  the  church  through 
this  ministry. 

Running  a  Puppet  Ministry  Program  is 
much  like  staging  a  play,  and  the  pup¬ 
peteers  do  all  the  acting  (through  the 
puppets),  as  well  as  the  costuming  and 
handling  of  props  and  equipment.  A 
successful  Puppet  Ministry  Program 
involves  the  use  of  sound  and  lighting 
equipment,  at  least  one  stage  (First 
Church  has  two,  with  plans  for  a  third 
level),  and  many  additional  props  and 
costumes  The  puppeteers  must  learn 
many  lines  to  stories  and  words  to  songs 
in  order  to  make  the  performance  ef¬ 
fective.  Most  of  the  material  is  pre¬ 
recorded,  but  some  of  it  is  done  live  with 
the  individual  puppeteer  speaking  the 
words  while  working  the  puppet  in 


College  and  was  for  a  number  of  years  a 
teacher  in  the  East  Baton  Rouge  Parrish 
schools.  She  married  J.  Henry  Bowdon 
on  November  24,  1925,  and  on  November 
23,  1975  they  celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  Anniversary. 

Surviving  Mrs.  Bowdon,  in  addition  to 
her  husband,  are  a  son  the  Rev.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr.,  a  daughter  Mrs.  S.  A. 
(Louise)  Mayo,  Jr.;  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  J. 
P.  Borman.  A  number  of  grandchildren 
also  survive. 


perfect  coordination  at  the  same  time. 
The  entire  “show”  is  time  consuming. 
But  the  inevitable  audience  response  to 
all  of  this  effort  is  the  ultimate  reward ;  it 
stimulates  the  "actors”  to  work  that 
much  harder  to  produce  meaningful 
programs. 

Puppets  have  personality,  warmth, 
charm  and  a  unique  gift  for  reaching  out. 
They  touch  the  hearts,  brighten  the 
smiles  and  lift  the  spirits  of  all  who  hear 
and  see  them  perform.  They  represent  a 
tremendous  challenge  for  any  church 
ministry  program,  but  the  reward  is  far 
greater  than  the  work  involved  —  not 
only  for  those  participating  but  for  the 
audiences. 

For  any  church,  at  any  time,  to  any 
audience  of  any  age,  puppets  represent 
“The  Fun  Way  To  Witness.” 

(Editor's  Note:  Mrs.  Miller  is  Director 
of  the  Puppet  Ministry  at  First  Church, 
Monroe,  W.  D  Boddie  is  Pastor  of  the 
church.) 


Don  V  forget 


Youth  Winter 
Retreat, 
February  6-8 

The  theme,  “Out  of  Darkness,  A  Study 
of  the  Meaning  of  Christ’s  Death,”  is 
timely  for  the  Epiphany  Season,  which 
celebrates  the  coming  of  the  Light,  which 
is  Life.  This  theme  has  been  designated 
for  the  Youth  Winter  Retreat. 

Registration  should  be  handled 
through  your  local  church. 


Mrs.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  dies 


St.  Timothy 


These  pictures  show  something  of  St  Timothy's  progress:  Adult  Church  School 
Class  in  new  location,  led  by  the  Pastor:  St.  Timothy  at  worship;  Fellowship  time 


66 On  the  north  side  of  the  lake  99 

Good  news  is  coming  from  ”...  the 
north  side  of  the  lake.”  This  means,  of 
course,  that  our  newest  congregation,  St. 

Timothy  on  the  Lake,  Mandeville,  is 
thriving. 


The  Rev.  Donald  K.  McDowell,  Pastor, 
notes  that  many  exciting  things  are 
taking  place,  and  because  the  first 
building  has  been  outgrown,  the 
congregation  has  now  moved  to  a  new 
location.  Some  of  the  men  of  the  church 
spent  many  hours  building  walls  in  the 
building  (referred  to  as  the 
“warehouse”)  so  that  space  for  the 
Church  School  could  be  made  available. 
The  new  location  provides  twice  the 
space  used  previously. 


A  series  of  “Listening  Groups”  has 
been  initiated  in  members’  homes  to 
discuss  goals,  concerns  and  the  meaning 
of  a  new  church.  This  will  be  followed  by 
a  Council  on  Ministries  retreat  in  which 
wider  goals  and  programs  for  the  church 
will  be  expressed. 


In  related  activity,  Mr.  McDowell 
points  out  the  enthusiasm  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  who  now  number  24. 
The  church  boasts  110  full  members,  and 
is  growing,  especially  in  the  “.  .  .  warm 
.  .  .  Spirit  of  God.” 


Bishop's  Message 

On  the  second  Sunday  in  January  we  participated  in  an  interesting  service  at 
historic  Gibson  Church,  founded  in  the  early  1800’s,  but  now  worshipping  in  a 
sanctuary  erected  in  1848.  The  beautiful  cypress-built  structure  is  an  ar¬ 
chitectural  jewel,  Georgian,  perfectly  proportioned  though  very  small.  Its  split 
green  blinds  and  handmade  pews  (put  together  with  square  nails)  show  care 
and  workmanship.  Gibson  Church  stands  near  the  confluence  of  three  bayous, 
is  set  in  a  magnolia  and  cedar  grove  and  is  surrounded  by  a  cemetery  whose 
headstones  show  births  as  early  as  1804,  and  burials  in  1840.  Illegible 
tombstones  might  indicate  even  earlier  dates. 

In  the  Gibson  Church  library  are  some  old  Anglican  prayer  books  and 
hymnbooks,  reminiscent  ef  a  time  when  the  Methodists  permitted  the 
Episcopalians  to  use  their  structure.  The  Episcopal  Church  there  has  long  since 
disappeared,  but  their  books,  their  charter  and  prie-dieu  are  yet  the  property  of 
the  Gibson  United  Methodist  Church.  The  church  was  also  used  by  Union  troops 
for  a  hospital  during  the  War  Between  the  States. 

On  the  third  Sunday  in  January  we  helped  the  congregation  at  Williams 
Church  in  New  Orleans  celebrate  its  noth  anniversary.  The  history  of  this 
congregation,  founded  in  1886  by  the  dedicated  and  powerful  preacher,  the 
Reverend  Emperor  Jones,  reflects  a  tradition  of  courage  and  sacrifice.  The 
celebration  in  this  fine  old  church  (whose  building  was  erected  in  1866)  was 
both  festive  and  meaningful. 

Both  congregations  have  been  requested  to  be  certain  that  the  Conference 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  has  a  complete  record  of  their 
congregational  life  from  their  beginnings. 

This  is  a  message  to  you.  Please  be  sure  your  congregation’s  history  is 
properly  deposited  with  the  Conference  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  - 
Whether  your  church  is  175  years  old  or  only  10,  be  sure  its  history  is  given  to  the 
district  secretary  of  History  and  Archives  ( find  out  the  name  and  address  from 
your  district  superintendent)  who  in  turn  will  take  care  of  the  filing  on  the 
conference  level. 

And  now  let  us  make  some  history.  Can  we  make  1976  truly  noteworthy  in  the 
service  of  the  Lord?  If  so,  a  century  from  now,  somebody  will  care  and  be 
grateful. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Conference  on  caring 
involves  all  Districts 


The  Conference  on  Caring  is  scheduled 
for  the  month  of  February,  and  it  will 
involve  all  Districts.  This  Conference  will 
be  a  90-minute  exposure  to  six  tested  and 
proven  ways  to  organize  the  local  church 
for  caring  ministries,  and  the  descrip¬ 
tions  and  resource  material  outline  has 
been  provided  by  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton, 
Conference  Director  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries 

The  subjects  designated  are.  The 
Society  of  St.  Stephen,  modeled  after  the 
Roman  Catholic  Society  of  St.  Vincent 
dePaul,  and  aimed  at  the  needs  of  par¬ 
ticular  individuals;  Lay  Pastoral  Care, 
which  provides  resource  material  to 
train  lay  persons  in  a  simplified  method 
of  counselling  so  they  can  work  on  a 
pastoral  visitation  team  with  the  pastor; 
The  Shepherd’s  Program,  through  which 
lay  persons  are  trained  to  work  with  the 
Pastor  to  make  regular  personal  contact 
with  all  church  members  and  with  new 
persons  in  town;  The  Intensive  Care 
Unit,  in  which  guided  personal 
meditation  is  combined  with  small  group 
meetings  to  encourage  personal  acts  of 
caring  and  ideas  the  whole  church  could 
do;  Time  and  Talents  Pledges,  an  in¬ 
tensive  effort  to  uncover  opportunities 
for  service  in  church  and  community, 
and  specific  commitment  and  training 
for  interested  persons;  Neighborhood 
Organization,  through  which  the  church 
works  with  local  people  to  get  something 
done  about  local  issues  which  concern  the 
persons  involved;  and  as  an  ADDED 
BONUS  -  "a  pastor  in  New  York  claims 
80%  success  in  winning  back  inactive 
members;  his  approach  is  one  which 

At  Dolor 

“The  receivers 

The  Dulac  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship,  who  along  with  other 
members  of  their  church  have  hosted 
numerous  work  groups  —  benefiting 
from  their  efforts  —  got  the  opportunity 
to  go  to  Grand  Isle  on  a  work  camp  ex¬ 
perience. 

Nine  Senior  High’s  and  three  adult 
counselors  left  the  day  after  Christmas, 
and  by  working  straight  through 
(stopping  only  for  Sunday  Morning 
Worship)  they  were  able  to  accomplish 
outstanding  results.  They  scraped, 
washed,  and  put  two  coats  of  paint  on  the 
Grand  Isle  Church.  And  according  to  the 
Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  they  still  made  it 
home  in  time  to  watch  the  Sugar  Bowl 
game  on  T.V.  on  New  Year’s  Eve!  This 
work  experience,  says  Mr.  Milton,  was  a 
wonderful  way  to  end  the  Old  Year. 

It  also  proved  a  good  way  to  start  a 


seems  to  make  sense;"  tapes  and  books 
available. 

All  pastors  in  the  Conference, 
Administrative  Board  Chairpersons,  and 
other  church  members  who  are  vitally 
concerned  with  “Caring”  are  being 
urged  to  attend  the  meeting  in  their 
district.  All  dates  are  in  February  at 
places  designated  in  the  districts.  Please 
note  the  times  of  your  meeting.  The 
dates,  places  and  times  (if  known) 
follow  : 

Alexandria  Dist.  -  Feb.  10,  7:30-9  P.M., 
Trinity,  Alexander 

Monroe  Dist.  -  Feb.  11,  7:30-9  P.M.,  Delhi 
Ruston  Dist.  -  Feb.  12,  7-9  P.M.,  Arcadia 
New  Orleans  Dist.  -  Feb.  17,  7:30-9  P.M., 
Munholland 

Baton  Rouge  Dist.  -  Feb.  18,  7-9  P.M., 
First  Church,  BR 

Hammond  Dist.  -  Feb.  19,  7-9  P.M.,  First 
Church,  Hammond 

Shreveport  Dist.  -  Feb.  23  (inquire  of 
COM  offices  as  to  time  &  place) 

Lake  Charles  Dist.  -  Feb.  24,  7-9  P.M., 
First  Church,  LC 

Lafayette  Dist.  -  Feb.  25,  6-8:30  P.M., 
Asbury,  Lafayette 

At  the  same  times  and  places  there  will 
be  a  meeting  led  by  Hubert  M.  Blan¬ 
chard,  Conference  Chairman  of  our 
Hunger  and  Disaster  Committee,  for  the 
District  Chairpersons  and  represen¬ 
tatives  from  each  local  church.  Each 
church  in  the  conference  is  asked  to 
make  sure  that  they  have  a  represen¬ 
tative  for  this  gathering  at  the  same  time 
as  the  Conference  on  Caring. 


become  givers” 


Dulac  youth  at  Grand  Isle. 


New  Year,  for  the  group  plans  to  return 
to  Grand  Isle  in  the  early  summer  to 
paint  the  remaining  half  of  the  building 
and  to  enjoy  the  beach  while  there.  It  was 
the  consensus  that  indeed,  it  is  .  . 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.” 


Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers 

Students  available  for  summer 


Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers 
will  be  able  to  supply  a  number  of  out¬ 
standing  students  for  summer  work  in 
Methodist  Churches  in  1976,  according  to 
a  communication  from  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane.  Director  of  Church  Relations  of 
the  School. 

The  C.S.C.C.  Foundation  is  providing  a 
tuition  and  fees  scholarship  for  each  one 
of  these  students,  but  must  provide  funds 
for  their  room  and  board  and  other  ex¬ 
penses.  They  try  to  do  this  in  some  form 
of  summer  employment.  This  is  where 
the  churches  not  only  help,  but  benefit. 

The  types  of  service  which  these 


students  can  render,  states  Dr.  Sloane, 
are:  Ministerial  assistance  to  the  pastor  ; 
youth  work;  children’s  programs  such  as 
Vacation  Church  Schools,  weekday 
activities,  etc.;  social  work,  such  as  Day 
Care  Centers,  hospital  visits,  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Recreation  Centers,  etc., 
recreation,  including  camping  trips  and 
related  programs. 

When  churches  make  their  requests, 
they  are  asked  to  describe  the  type  of 
service  needed.  Address  your  inquiries  to 
Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  Centenary  School  of 
Church  Careers,  Shreveport. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


‘Consultative  process’  agreements 
welcome  addition  to  UMC  tradition 


In  what  was  described  as  “an  ex¬ 
traordinary  consensus  on  appointment 
making,”  United  Methodism’s  45  active 
bishops  recently  affirmed  their  support 
of  church  law  which  calls  for  a  “con¬ 
sultative  process”  in  the  appointments  of 
pastors  to  local  churches  (see 
TM/  UMR,  Jan.  23). 

We  applaud  this  action,  not  only  as  a 
responsible  response  to  current  needs  of 
the  denomination,  but  as  an  effort  to  hold 
together  three  essential  and  historic 
elements  of  the  Wesleyan  movement. 
Those  elements  are: 

(1) .  Itineracy  —  the  periodic 
movement  of  preachers  from  one  local 
church  to  another. 

(2) .  Connectionalism  —  the  method  of 
church  organization  whereby  each  local 
church  is  a  part  of  one  church,  respon¬ 
sible  to  each  other  and  to  the  whole.  This 
is  in  contrast  to  other  church  structures 
where  local  churches  are  independent 
bodies  and  related  only  by  common 
doctrine  and  choice. 

(3) .  Episcopal  authority  —  the  system 
under  which  a  bishop  appoints  pastors  to 
local  churches  as  he  deems  advisable  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  whole  church. 
Preachers  are  “sent”  (in  a  missional 
sense)  to  local  churches  rather  than 
“called”  (hired)  by  local  churches. 

With  the  action  of  General  Conference 
in  1972,  and,  significantly,  with  the  recent 
affirmation  by  the  bishops,  a  fourth 
element  is  now  “consultation.”  By 
“Discipline”  and  by  affirmation,  a 
bishop  is  now  called  upon  to  provide  for 
consultation  with  three  other  involved 
parties  before  an  appointment  is  made  to 
a  local  church:  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  involved  pastor  and  his  or 
her  family,  and  the  pastor-parish 
relations  committee  of  the  involved 
church. 

In  actual  practice,  such  consultation  is 
not  new  to  many  episcopal  areas.  Many 
bishops  always  have  reached  a  con¬ 


sensus  with  district  superintendents 
before  making  appointments.  Most 
pastors  are  consulted  about  a  move 
before  it  is  finalized  and  most  district 
superintendents  talk  with  members  of  a 
local  church’s  pastor-parish  relations 
committee  about  a  pastor’s  staying  or 
moving. 

Yet  in  so  far  as  abuses  have  and  do 
occur  through  occasions  of  total 
autocracy  in  the  appointment  process 
and  because  the  best  intentions  of  con¬ 
sultation  are  sometimes  mislaid  in  the 
rush  of  the  moment,  it  is  important  that 
such  agreements  be  formalized. 

Approval  of  such  a  consultative 
process,  however,  is  not  without  a 
negative  potential.  From  the  beginning 
the  following  “red  flag”  needs  to  be 
raised : 

It  must  be  made  clear  that  “con¬ 
sultation”  does  not  and  cannot  mean  a 
system  of  joint  decision-making  on  ap¬ 
pointments.  The  other  parties  should 
supply  valuable  information  on  needs, 
concerns,  and  personal  desires,  but  the 
bishop  is  charged  by  the  church  with 
understanding  the  entire  “connection” 
which  he  serves  and  for  seeing  that 
appointments  are  made  with  the  best 
interests  of  that  entire  connection  in 
mind. 

To  deny  the  bishop  this  ultimate 
authority  is  to  weaken  the  concept  of 
itineracy  and  to  dilute  the  strength  it 
lends  to  the  church. 

The  meaning  of  “consultative”  must 
be  fully  determined  and  shared  with  all 
participants  in  the  process.  Guidelines 
and  specific  expectations  for  how  the 
process  works  must  be  the  knowledge  of 
all  involved. 

If  properly  understood  and  applied,  the 
consultative  process  has  great  potential 
in  the  future  of  United  Methodism.  In  the 
words  of  the  bishops  themselves,  it 
can  “humanize  and  systematize”  a 
procedure  which  has  served  the  church 
well  for  nearly  200  years. 


‘Potential’  needs  to  become  ‘reality’ 

One  of  the  principal  supporting  reasons  be  opened.  And  every  Christian 


for  the  continuation  of  the  itineracy  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  according  to 
the  denomination’s  bishops,  is  that  it 
offers  the  “best  possibility  of  our 
becoming  ethically  a  truly  inclusive 
church”  (see  editorial  above  and 
TM/  UMR,  Jan.  23). 

However,  after  nearly  200  years  of 
“itineracy,”  the  track  record  of  the 
denomination  on  this  score  is  rather 
poor,  as  was  pointed  out  during  con¬ 
sultations  last  fall  on  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church.  One  of  the  main  difficulties 
with  recruiting  ethnic  minority  persons 
to  the  ministry  has  been  that  there  is 
practically  no  “upward  mobility”  for 
them  in  the  church. 

Why  and  how,  then,  has  the  itineracy 
worked  against  minority  inclusiveness? 

One  main  reason  is  that  ethnic 
minority  pastors  are  often  viewed  as 
“specialized  ministers”  who  can  only  be 
appointed  to  churches  within  their 
minority  group.  Consequently,  they  often 
have  been  denied  admittance  to  annual 
conference  on  the  grounds  that  “we  don’t 
have  any”  Black,  Native  American, 
Hispanic,  or  Asian  America  churches 
they  can  serve. 

Viewed  as  capable  only  of  serving  in 
ministry  to  other  minority  persons,  they 
have  been  shut  out  of  the  itineracy  and 
consequently  the  whole  connection. 

The  bishops  are  right  when  they  say 
the  itineracy  offers  a  “possibility"  for 
inclusiveness,  but  if  that  inclusiveness  is 
to  become  reality,  the  doors  of  racial  and 
ethnic  exclusion  must  be  pried  open  by 
people,  not  by  procedures. 

Every  bishop  in  every  area  of  the 
nation  needs  to  demand  that  those  doors 
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layperson  needs  to  open  that  door  in  his 
or  her  local  church. 


of  Independence,  Mo. 

With  this  issue,  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Independence, 
Missouri  (Missouri  West  Conference) 
initiates  a  local  church  edition  whereas 
news  for  that  congregation  is  published 
each  week  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  national  church  news. 
Christ  UMC’s  edition  will  be  mailed 
weekly  to  every  member  family,  ap¬ 
proximately  525  subscriptions. 

With  this  new  edition,  TM/  UMR  now 
publishes  172  local  church  editions  across 
the  nation. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and  minis¬ 
tries  of  local  churches  and  annual  con¬ 
ferences  may  be  made  known ;  to  provide 
fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis  at  the 
regional,  national  and  world  levels  from 
a  United  Methodist  perspective;  and  to 
provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange  of 
opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

To  our  new  readers  at  Christ  UMC  we 
say  “Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  TM/  UMR  edition  informative,  and 
that  you  will  join  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

To  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again,  “Thank  you  for  reading 
TM/  UMR." 


JANUARY  30. 1976 


Here  I  Stand 

It  costs  to  evangelize,  but  it  pays  great 
dividends  to  churches  which  make  effort 


Phil  Rounds 


By  PHIL  L.  ROUNDS 

The  following  questions  relative  to 
evangelism  are  designed  primarily  for 
evaluation  of  our  personal  involvement 
in  our  church’s  program,  and  our 
church’s  dedication  to  our  Lord's  great 
commission. 

(1)  Is  my  church  fulfilling  the  great 
commission?  (Matthew  28:19-20),  or  is 
my  church  merely  a  witness  unto  itself 
alone,  evangelizing  the  evangelized, 
preaching  to  the  preached  to,  reaching 
the  reached,  and  saturating  the 
saturated? 

(2)  Is  the  urgency  of  evangelism 
preached  in  my  church?  Am  I  responding 
financially?  Am  I  offering  my  personal 
support?  Are  we  reaching  out  to  our 
neighboring  towns?  Is  the  purpose  of  my 
church  clearly  defined? 

(3)  Can  I  affirm  the  truth  of  Acts  4 : 12? 
How  many  have  accepted  Christ  as  Lord 
in  my  church  during  the  past  year?  How 
many  of  those  did  I  personally  bring  to 
church? 

(4)  Jesus  gave  evangelists,  preachers, 
and  teachers  to  the  church!  Am  I  in¬ 
volved  in  Sunday  School,  visitation, 
canvassing,  literature  distribution, 


week-day  Bible  classes,  prayer 
meetings,  college  rap  sessions,  apart¬ 
ment  complex  wives’  meetings,  lunch 
hour  men’s  Bible  studies?  Tapes  are 
available  from  most  colleges,  seminaries 
or  book  stores. 

(5)  Are  Bible  correspondence  courses 
available  through  my  church?  Is  my 
church  on  radio,  television  or  other 
media?  Am  I  encouraging  my  pastor  to 
reach  out?  When  was  the  last  time  I 
offered  my  services  to  go  to  a  nursing 
home  to  witness,  sing  and  entertain  the 
forgotten  ones?  Hospital?  Drug  groups? 
Jail  groups?  Orphan  homes?  Retarded 
children’s  homes? 

(6)  Has  my  church  started  a  prayer 
group  which  answers  telephone  calls  and 
offers  prayers  for  those  who  are 
desperate?  Am  I  helping  my  church  to 
fulfill  its  vision?  Does  my  church  have  a 
direct  mail  method  of  helping  members 
and  others  get  their  needs  met?  If  not, 
why  not?  Has  my  church  ever  tried  a 
paid  ad  to  advertise  for  Christ? 

(7)  Have  I  ever  written  a  personal 
letter  to  my  pastor  asking  for  his  per¬ 
sonal  counsel  and  prayer  for  my  deep 
needs?  It  will  be  infinitely  profitable!  As 


a  leader,  have  you  asked  a  successful 
pastor  or  church  for  guidance?  Help  with 
lay  witness  mission?  Has  your  church  a 
class  for  divorcees? 

(8)  Are  your  local  libraries  stocked 
with  Bibles?  Schools?  Doctor’s  offices? 
Does  my  church  have  a  library?  Do  I 
donate  any  of  my  time  to  help  out?  Does 
my  minister  know  I  am  available  to 
help?  Tell  him  today. 

(9)  Are  the  youth  in  my  church  being 
trained  to  witness?  Adults?  Do  you  know 
about  the  Evangelism  Explosion 
Courses?  Scripture  memory  courses? 
Any  one-to-one  witnessing  in  or  out  of  the 
church? 

(10)  All  the  early  churches  contributed 
men  and  women  to  dedicate  their  lives  to 
the  ministry.  Has  my  church  challenged 
our  youth  for  this  consecration?  If  not, 
why  not? 

(11)  When  was  the  last  time  I 
suggested  that  I  would  help  finance  a  new 
outreach?  Increase  my  pledge  for  ex¬ 
pansion?  Are  we  setting  priorities  for 
next  year?  What  are  they?  Are  we 
allowing  the  good  to  keep  us  away  from 
doing  the  supreme  task  of  the  church? 

(12)  Is  evangelism  an  option  of  the 


church?  What  am  I  doing  about  it? 

The  only  real  secret  of  successful 
evangelism  is  getting  with  it .  .  .  theTsine 
qua  non’  of  success.  Thomas  A.  Edison 
said,  “Genius  is  1%  inspiration  and  99% 
perspiration.”  Michaelangelo  said,  “If 
people  knew  how  hard  I  work  to  get  my 
mastery,  it  wouldn’t  seem  so  wonderful 
after  all.”  Carlyle  said,  “Genius  is  the 
capacity  for  taking  infinite  pains.” 
Alexander  Hamilton  said,  “All  the  genius 
I  may  have  is  merely  the  fruit  of  labor 
and  thought."  They  got  with  it!  They 
were  successful! 

How  beautiful  it  would  be  if  even  a  few 
from  each  church  would  adopt  at  least 
one  new  outreach  for  their  church, 
finance  it  for  a  year,  and  volunteer  to 
serve  personally. 

These  are  seeds  of  revival  that  give 
birth  to  evangelism. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Phil 
Rounds,  is  a  Regional  Representative  in 
the  Development  Department,  Oral 
Roberts  University  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editorial  tried  erroneously  to  codify  religion 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial,  "Are  sweepstakes 
really  a  form  of  gambling?”  (TM/  UMR, 
Jan.  16)  surprises  me,  primarily  because 
it  purports  to  codify  the  Christian’s 
conduct. 

You  are  saying  in  effect  that  sweep- 
stakes  are  evil  and  thus  un-Christian 
because  they  appeal  to  one  of  our 
“baser”  instincts.  By  inference,  gam¬ 
bling  in  any  form  would  be  a  no-no,  and 
by  easy  deduction  the  state  lottery  is  on 
your  ban  list.  We  are  at  the  outset  con¬ 
fronted  with  thousands  or  errant 
followers.  My  honest  reaction  is  that  you 
have  created  a  dilemma  so  volatile  that  it 
should  be  retracted  and  buried  forever. 

Some  Christian,  somewhere,  who  may 
just  happen  to  be  as  good  a  Christian  as 
the  editorialist,  may  reason,  “Yes,  and 
there  is  sex.  Sometimes  it  arouses  in  me 
a  baser  (compared  to  what?)  instinct  — 
lust.  But,”  the  Christian  reasons  further, 
“sex  is  here  to  stay.  God  made  me  with 
all  these  instincts  —  base,  baser,  or 
maybe  not  so  base,  and  I  have  to  live  with 
them.”  Controlling  human  instincts  is,  in 
my  book,  part  of  being  a  Christian,  or 
Moslem,  or  Jew,  or  whatever. 

My  second  objection  is  that  your  edict 
op  the  sin  of  gambling  qualifies  high  on 
the  fist  of  reasons  why  many  God-fearing 
people  shy  away  from  the  flock.  Your 
fear  that  someone’s  “baser”  instincts 
will  be  aroused  does  little  to  endear 
Christianity  to  the  needy  soul. 

In  sum,  we  seem  to  differ  sharply  — 
not  so  much  on  whether  or  not  gambling 
is  bad,  but  rather  on  the  question  of  who 
sets  the  Christian’s  code  of  conduct.  You 
seem  to  suggest  some  sort  of  dogmatic 
source.  I  simply  believe  the  Christian 
must  determine  his  own  code. 

Allen  H.  Foreman 
Villanova,  Pennsylvania 

‘ Sweepstakes9  editorial 

has  implications 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  your  editorial  in  which 
you  expressed  your  opposition  to 
sweepstakes  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  16),  I 
wondered  if  you  hold  the  same  views 
toward  other  forms  of  “getting 
something  for  nothing.” 

For  example,  when  Disney  World  was 
erected  in  central  Florida,  the  value  of 
surrounding  land  increased  enormously 
almost  overnight.  The  same  thing  oc¬ 
curred  in  connection  with  the  United 
Nations  complex  in  New  York  City  —  as 
well  as  with  countless  thousands  of  other 
such  projects  throughout  our  nation.  In 
all  of  these  instances  of  getting 
something  for  nothing,  the  individual 
owners  of  surrounding  land  were  not 
obliged  to  put  forth  any  additional  effort  , 
they  simply  cashed  in  on  someone  else’s 
expenditure  of  time  and  money. 

Thoughtful  persons  cannot  help  wonder 
who  loses  in  situations  like  this.  There  is 
no  such  thing  as  a  free  lunch.  If  some 
individuals  get  something  for  nothing,  it 
follows  as  night  follows  day  that  someone 
else  must  pay.  If  any  of  your  readers  are 
intrigued  by  this  puzzle,  they  will  find  the 
answer  clearly  explained  in  simple 
language,  together  with  an  ingenious 
program  for  dealing  with  the  problem,  In 
a  book  entitled  “Progress  and  Poverty” 
by  the  famous  American  economist, 
Henry  George.  The  book  is  available  in 
most  public  libraries  and  book  stores. 

If,  by  chance,  you  have  read  “Progress 
and  Poverty”  or  if  you  are  familiar  with 
the  system  of  land  value  taxation 
recommended  by  Henry  George,  I  would 
be  interested  in  your  reaction.  . 

B.  John  Eichert 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Money  priorities 
need  thought 

To  the  Editor: 

I  belong  to  a  very  large,  rich  church 
here  in  Maryland.  We  always  seem  to 
have  enough  money  to  buy  anything  we 
need  or  want. 

Recently,  there  was  a  new  section  put 
onto  our  church,  consisting  of  a  parlor,  a 
small  chapel,  and  a  new  hallway.  There 
were  also  many  renovations  in  individual 
rooms.  Panelling  and  painting  were 
done,  and  new  cabinets  and  shelves  were 
installed. 

As  you  can  imagine,  these  renovations 
cost  quite  a  bit  of  money.  The  money  was 


raised  by  personal  donations,  fund 
raisers,  and  five  hundred  dollar  bonds 
sold  to  church  members. 

It  seems  to  me  that  many  churches 
don’t  think  twice  before  spending  great 
amounts  of  money.  Our  church  didn’t 
need  a  new  section  as  much  as  other 
people  need  a  church  —  or  as  much  as  the 
poor  need  food  or  clothing  or  education. 
On  a  visit  to  the  Cumberland  Gap  area  of 
Kentucky  this  past  summer,  I  saw  one  of 
the  most  poverty  stricken  areas  of  the 
country.  The  churches  there  only  have 
three  rooms.  The  homes  have  no 
bathrooms  or  running  water.  The 
education  of  the  children  is  inadequate 
because  there  is  usually  one  pair  of  shoes 
between  two  or  three  school  aged  kids. 

It  seems  sad  to  me  that  we  think  of 
ourselves  and  our  comfort  first  —  before 
thinking  of  brothers  in  need.  The 
Christian  men  here  cared  enough  to  buy 
bonds,  knowing  that  one  day  their  money 
would  be  returned.  How  many  of  these 
men  would  have  given  so  eagerly  to  the 
poor,  knowing  that,  on  earth,  they  would 
not  be  repaid. 

Laura  Mason 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

TM  is  only  a  method 
°f  relaxation 
To  the  Editor: 

Father  Richard  Mangini,  editor  of  the 
“Catholic  Voice,”  is  quoted  in  the 
December  19  issue  of  TM/  UMR  as 
declaring  that  transcendental  meditation 
is  a  “form  of  Hinduism”  and  that  “its 
tenets  conflict  with  basic  Christian 
teaching.” 

Father  Mangini  is  in  error.  Tran¬ 
scendental  meditation  is  not  a  religion  or 
even  a  philosophy.  It  is  a  simple,  natural 
technique  of  relaxation  which  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  Western  world  by 
Marharishi  Mahesh  Yogi.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  technique  or  its  teaching 
which  is  contrary  to,  or  conflicts  with, 
any  religion. 

Many  Christians  practice  TM  and  find 
that  its  relaxing  and  mind-clearing 
effects  are  beneficial  in  their  study  and 
practice  of  Christianity.  Many  Christian 
clergymen,  including  Catholic  priests, 
practice  and  advocate  TM. 

Yes,  the  Maharishi  is  a  yogi;  he 
practices  the  Hindu  faith;  but  tran¬ 
scendental  meditation  is  simply 
something  useful  and  beneficial  that  we 
may  learn  from  a  yogi.  I  am  disappointed 
in  Father  Mangini’s  admonition  to 
Catholics  and  other  Christians.  He  seems 
to  imply  that  our  faith  is  too  insecure  to 
risk  learning  something  from  one  who 
happens  to  be  a  follower  of  another 
religion.  Joan  Hannay 

Stockton,  California 
TM  article  appreciated 
To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  a  lot  for  the  article  on  tran¬ 
scendental  meditation  in  your  January  2 
issue. 

May  I  suggest  that  your  readers  get  a 
late  book,  “The  Power  of  Mind”  by  Dr. 
Adam  Smith  (Random  House).  Dr.  Smith 
has  the  answers  and  saves  a  lot  of  con¬ 
fusion  by  sharing  his  deep  study  of  these 
off-beat  movements. 

Oswald  Sandbach 

Lakeland,  Florida 

6 Trashy  literature 9 

does  injure  our  morals 

To  the  Editor: 

The  argument  that  reading  of  trashy 
literature  has  no  effect  on  one’s  morals  is 
spurious  logic.  They  tell  us  pornography 
has  no  influence  on  the  reader’s 
character.  If  this  were  true,  it  could  be 
said  with  equal  emphasis  that  the 
reading  of  a  good  book  or  article  has  no 
influence  either. 

We  know,  though,  that  reading 
material  of  high  quality  can  be  beneficial 
to  the  mind,  or  mr.'als,  or  both.  If  this 
were  not  true,  there  would  be  no  point  in 
reading  to  broaden  our  knowledge, 
deepen  our  understanding,  build  better 
mental  and  moral  goals,  improve  our 
conduct,  and  thus  enrich  life. 

There  was  an  unusual  man,  whom 
many  scholars  consider  one  of  the 
greatest  of  all  time.  He  was  a  Jew,  born 
in  a  Roman-ruled  Greek  city.  He  was  a 
Roman  citizen,  who  spoke  Hebrew, 
Aramaic,  and  probably  Greek  and  Latin; 
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was  educated  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  a 
wise,  renowned,  liberal  teacher.  This 
remarkable  man  was  the  product  of 
three  great  cultures  —  Hebrew,  Greek, 
and  Roman  —  but  was  influenced  most 
by  a  deep  religious  experience. 

Out  of  this  rich  background,  plus 
sacrifice,  persecution,  imprisonment, 
contact  with  all  types  of  people,  long 
difficult  and  dangerous  journeys,  he  said 
in  his  last  letter:  “Whatever  is  true, 
whatever  is  honorable,  whatever  is  just, 
whatever  is  pure,  whatever  is  lovely, 
whatever  is  gracious  .  .  .  think  on  these 
things.” 

That  was  St.  Paul.  He  knew  the  pic¬ 
tures  we  hang  on  the  walls  of  our  minds 
help  to  determine  what  we  are,  and  what 
we  shall  become.  william  O.  Ecklor 
Lakeland,  Florida 
Holy  Spirit  needed 
To  the  Editor: 

Until  a  couple  of  years  ago,  I  always 
scoffed  at  the  name  of  Oral  Roberts.  But 
now,  I  clearly  see  that  he  was  the  one 
with  his  head  screwed  on  straight,  and  I 
wasn’t. 

In  his  book  “A  Daily  Guide  to 
Miracles,”  he  makes  a  very  interesting 
revelation:  “God  spoke  to  my  heart 
to  return  to  the  church  of  my  youth 
(Methodist)  to  which  He  revealed  to  me 
He  was  going  to  give  a  great  renewing  in 
the  Holy  Spirit.” 

What  a  tremendous  accomplishment  it 
would  be  this  bicentennial  year  if  every 
church,  every  fellow  minister  and  every 
United  Methodist  would  open  to  this 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
spiritual  light  of  our  great  denomination 
would  shine  brightly  again. 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 


‘ Anger ’  study  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  should  propose  a  task  force  to 
study  why  I  feel  disappointed  and  angry 
with  my  church  leadership  every  time 
they  set  up  a  new  group,  task  force, 
committee,  etc.  to  perpetuate  a  problem 
or  search  for  a  question  to  answer. 

This  “task  force”  should  be  called 
United  Methodist  Shuffle  and  Talk  and 
Nod  (UM/ SATAN).  '' 

Not  more  than  $15,000  annually  from 
Evangelism  and  World  Hunger  funds 
would  be  enough  to  fund  this  project. 

Richard  P.  Miller 
Prospect,  Tennessee 

Let's  tell  about  Jesus 

To  the  Editor: 

Try  Jesus!  Why  don’t  we  in  the  church 
tell  people  more  about  Jesus,  what  he  has 
done  for  us  in  our  lives,  Gospel  messages 
about  his  love  for  us,  the  wonderful- 
parables  he  told,  the  healing  he  did  and. 
the  good  life  with  the  Lord. 

If  we  lay  persons  and  pastors  are 
willing  to  tell  what  we  believe  with  all  our 
hearts  about  the  Lord,  there  are  people 
out  on  the  street  who  will  listen— who 
want  to  learn  of  His  love  and  peace  and 
contentment.  If  we  will  speak,  I  know  our 
churches  will  start  to  fUl. 

In  the  great  Billy  Graham  crusades, 
we  can  see  how  people  come  out  to  hear 
about  Jesus.  Through  prayer,  many  of 
these  find  the  good  life  in  Christ. 

Maybe  a  great  spiritual  awakening  will 
yet  happen  in  our  country,  and  many 
people  will  get  back  to  the  Lord  and  find 
His  way  is  sure. 

A.G.  Ayhens 
Oakland,  California 


LENTEN  STUDY 
FOR  19% 
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HAPPINESS 


by  Gavin  Reid 

Prepare  for  Euler  with  a  group  Lenten  Study  of  A 
SEW  HAPPINESS  by  Gavin  Reid  Mr  Reid  s  I 
a  spiritual  enlightenment  that  Christian*  are  seeking 
during  this  period  of  penitence  and  meditation.  It  is  a 
study  that  reveals  Christ's  pattern  for  living  in  today's 
world 

What  is  your  happmess-upon  what  or  whom  does  it 
rely1  The  answers  are  based  on  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
as  contained  in  the  Beatitudes,  and  their  application  to 
the  lifestyle  of  our  world  is  set  forth  by  Reid  as  he 
reveals  a  new  happ'neu  that  is  available  to  anyone! 

Gavin  Retd  was  awakened  from  his  self-centered 
fantasy  world  and  was  able  to  stand  apan  from  the 
crowd  and  challenge  his  life  and  society  He  shares  his 
renewal  experience  as  an  example  of  how  an  obedient 
life  in  Christ  will  give  us  the  power  to  face  the  negative 
forces  of  existence,  and  yet  allow  us  to  have  a  new 
happiness  with  a  Christian  lifestyle. 


The  study  guide  is  designed  for  group  or  individual 
use  Questions  for  study  and  meditation  during  the 
Lenten-Easier  season  are  included  Why  not  order  this 

stimulating  study  today?  (AP) .  $2.25 

10  or  more.  $1  50  each 
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Charismatics  impact  church 

Estimates  of  numbers  and  influence  vary  in  United  Methodism 


Praying  for  healing  and  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  common  experiences  of 
charismatic  Christians.  [See  related  story.]  photo:  paul  schrock 

‘Time  for  an  Hispanic’ 

Social  concerns  board 
to  get  new  nominee 


Try 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  An  Hispanic  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  announced  plans  to  oppose 
the  election  of  a  Black  man  as  chief 
executive  of  that  board  and  to  nominate 
an  Hispanic  instead. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Garcia,  pastor  of 
Emanu-el  UMC  here  and  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  (BCS), 
announced  plans  Jan.  22  to  nominate  the 
Rev.  M.  Germinal  Rivas,  assistant 
professor  of  social  ethics  at  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  for 
election  as  General  Secretary  of  the 
denomination’s  main  agency  dealing 
with  social  concerns. 

Dr.  Dudley  Ward,  present  general 
secretary,  had  previously  announced 
plans  to  resign  his  position  in  June  this 
year.  Dr.  George  Outen,  presently  serv¬ 
ing  as  an  executive  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Board  of  Discipleship,  has  been 
selected  by  the  BCS  search  committee  to 
succeed  Dr.  Ward. 

In  making  his  announcement  of  sup¬ 
port  for  Mr.  Rivas,  Mr.  Garcia  said  his 
decision  is  in  no  way  a  reflection  on  the 
abilities  or  competence  pf  Dr.  Outen .  He 

IChildren  bored] \ 
in  church? 
this-- 

LUBBOCK,  Tex.  —  What  do  kids  j: 
£  do  during  worship? 

£  Well  .  .  .  they  get  on  their  parents’  •: 
£  nerves  by  scribbling,  wadding  up  :• 

:•  and  throwing  paper,  making  paper  £ 

£  airplanes.  £ 

£  They  eat  candy,  cereal,  crackers  £ 
•I  and  chew  gum,  sometimes  all  at  j; 

£  once.  :• 

£  They  dig  in  Mama’s  purse,  make  •: 
£  faces  at  their  friends,  shoot  rubber 
bands,  trade  baseball  cards,  ask  to  j: 
j:  go  to  the  bathroom  —  anything  to 
pass  the  time.  v 

£  Why  not  involve  them  in  doing  £ 
£  worship  and  then  everyone  will  be  £ 
£;  happy,  thought  leaders  at  Forrest  £ 
£  Heights  UMC  here?  While  they  have  £: 

done  this  through  the  Children’s  * 
v  Sermon  for  a  long  time,  now  they  are 
adding  another  angle:  a  Children’s  £ 
;j;  Bulletin.  £ 

£  “It  is  a  bulletin  the  same  size  as  £ 
£  mom  and  dad’s,  but  very  different,”  £ 
j:  says  the  Rev.  Marvin  James.  “It  is 
£  for  children  ages  three  through  12,  £ 
•:  although  the  younger  children  will 
£  need  the  help  of  their  parents  to  do  £ 
£  part  of  it.”  £ 

£  The  bulletin,  handed  to  the  £ 
:•  children  as  they  enter  the  sanctuary,  j: 
•:  is  four  pages  of  fun-filled  activities: 

:•  crossword  puzzles,  dot  to  dots,  word  £ 
£  games,  matching  names,  name  £ 
£  games,  pictures  to  color  and  places  £ 
£  to  draw.  £ 

•:  The  answers  to  the  puzzles  will  be  :• 

:•  found  in  the  Scripture  read  at 
•:  morning  worship  and  in  the  pastor’s  :• 
£  sermon.  •: 

£  “Kids,”  says  Mr.  James,  “you  £ 
£  never  had  it  so  good!”  £ 

£  (Story  courtesy  of  the  Northwest  £ 

•:  Texas  United  Methodist,  a  TM/  :• 

£  UMR  edition.)  •: 


said,  however,  that  he  feels  “Rev.  Rivas 
is  as  qualified  as  Dr.  Outen”  and  that  “it 
is  time  an  Hispanic  is  elected  to  head  a 
major  program  board.” 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  president  of 
the  BCS,  has  been  notified  by  mail  of  Mr. 
Garcia’s  plans  to  make  the  nomination, 
but  could  not  be  reached  for  comment  by 
TM/  UMR. 

Mr.  Rivas,  38,  is  a  native  of  Cuba  and 
holds  theological  degrees  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  and  Yale  Divinity 
School.  He  has  taught  at  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology  since  1971 
and  has  chaired  the  Philosophy, 
Theology  and  Ethics  Department  there. 
He  is  a  candidate  for  a  Ph  D.  degree  from 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

The  charismatic  movement  is  alive 
and  well  and  living  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  However,  agreement 
ends  there. 

Definitions  of  what  it  is  are  diverse. 
Estimates  of  its  strength  and  impact 
vary  widely.  Projections  of  its  future  are 
contradictory. 

What  is  a  charismatic? 

“Charismatics  are  those  persons 
within  mainline  denominations  (such  as 
United  Methodist,  Roman  Catholic, 
Presbyterian,  Episcopal)  who  openly 
acknowledge  spiritual  gifts  as  the  Holy 
Spirit  at  work  in  them,”  Dr.  Robert 
Tuttle,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  told  TM/  UMR. 
Scholar  and  U.M.  preacher  who  defines 
himself  as  being  “charismatic  up  to  my 
Adam’s  apple,”  he  is  also  one  of  the 
principal  drafters  of  a  statement  on  the 
charismatic  movement  now  being 
readied  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship  for 
approval  by  the  1976  General  Conference. 

He  adds  that  “there  are  literally 
hundreds  of  gifts  —  not  only  the  nine  or  12 
listed  in  I  Corinthians  12-14  by  St.  Paul, 
such  as  wisdom,  miracles,  discernment, 
tongues,  healing,  etc.” 

,  Well,  then,  isn’t  everyone  in  the  church 
charismatic? 

Yes  and  no,  say  persons  who  have  had 
Holy  Spirit  experiences. 

“Every  Christian  is  charismatic  in  that 
Scripture  says  no  one  can  call  Jesus, 
Lord,  except  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  And 
every  Christian  has  received  gifts,”  said 
the  Rev.  Vance  Archer,  coordinator  of 
the  Lay  Witness  movement,  one  of  the 
primary  routes  through  which  U.M.s 
have  connected  with  the  charismatic 
movement. 

Personal  experience  of  God 

But  beyond  that  first  faith  decision, 
many  churchmembers  have  struggled 
for  years  hungering  for  a  fresh,  personal 
experience  of  God,  for  assurance,  and  for 


fellowship  out  of  a  feeling  of  lostness  and 
isolation,  said  the  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone, 
one  of  the  church’s  leaders  in  in¬ 
terpreting  Holy  Spirit  experiences.  He 
is  assistant  general  secretary  of 
evangelism  in  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Nashville. 

Mr.  Whetstone  emphasized  that  a 
sense  of  “lostness”  is  a  universal  hunger 
present  in  every  period  of  history.  “But 
the  depersonalization  of  our  time  has 
intensified  the  hunger  of  the  human  spirit 
for  a  personal  relationship  to  God  and  the 
incarnation  of  this  in  fellowship,”  he 
said. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Boleyn,  Decatur, 
Ga.,  said  he  was  living  on  the  “ragged 
edge  of  spiritual  fatigue”  when  at  3  a.m. 
one  morning,  he  started  his  quest.  He 
started  by  reading  the  Scriptures,  books 
and  talking  to  people.  Looking  for  a 
personal  relationship  with  the  living 
spirit,  he  found  it  through  the  influence  of 
the  charismatic  movement  —  “a  feeling 
experience  similar  to  the  assurance  of 
John  Wesley  at  Aldersgate  that  Christ 
died  for  my  sins.” 

How  do  people  get  in  touch  with  the 
charismatic  movement? 

“Mostly  by  word  of  mouth;  a  friend 
invites  a  friend,”  Mr.  Whetstone  said. 
Other  ports  of  entry  may  be  a  Lay  Wit¬ 
ness  weekend  at  a  local  church,  an 
ecumenical  group  that  started  as  an 
offshoot  of  Key  ’73  or  a  prayer  group. 

“There  is  no  official  movement  and  no 
organization  to  the  movement,  con¬ 
firmed  Dr.  Tuttle,  “but  there  are 
charismatic  fellowships  all  over.” 

How  many  in  the  UMC? 

“My  guess  is  that  at  least  half  a  million 
United  Methodists  may  be  charis¬ 
matics,”  Mr.  Archer  ventured,  “and 
among  those  who’ve  been  in  contact 
with  lay  witness,  it  may  be  as  high  as  20 
percent.” 

“A  substantial  portion  of  the 
evangelical  wing  in  United  Methodism 


‘ Clerical-collar ’  crimes 


Ministers  face  ethical  issues 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  the  second  of 
three  articles  on  ministerial  ethics,  TM/ 
UMR  senior  staff  writer  Sharon  Mielke 
lists  several  issues  and  temptations  in 
unethical  conduct  which  face  clergy- 
persons,  according  to  some  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders. 

The  first  article  listed  “professional 
incompetence"  and  "gold-bricking”  as 
"clerical-collar  crimes.”  The  final  ar¬ 
ticle  will  appear  next  week. 

The  two  greatest  hazards  of  the 
ministry  are  the  drives  to  please 
everybody  and  save  everybody,  com¬ 
monly  called  “the  saviour  complex.” 

And  both  hazards  have  serious  effects 
on  minister  and  laity  because  they  tend 
to  produce  frustration  and  anger  in  the 
minister. 

This  observation  comes  from  Dr. 
Larry  Snow,  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.,  who 
holds  a  Ph.D.  in  ethics  and  has  served  as 
chairperson  of  the  New  York  conference 
board  of  the  ministry  for  eight  years  in 
addition  to  being  a  local  pastor. 

He  said  ministers  often  confuse  the 
anger  and  frustration  they  feel  with  the 
notion  that  God  is  speaking  through  or  to 
them.  This  in  turn  may  lead  them  to 
preach  emotionally  with  inappropriate 
anger.  He  said  a  “lot  of  the  liberalism  of 
the  60’s  was  a  masked  form  of  hostility 
where  liberal  causes  provided  vents  for 
personal  frustration.” 

A  serious  effect  of  “the  saviour  com¬ 
plex”  is  that  it  often  ends  up  with  the 
minister  making  the  lay  people  very 
dependent  on  him  instead  of  producing 
strong,  independent  persons,  Dr.  Robert 
Thornberg  added.  “This  is  the  most 
serious  immorality  I  know,  bordering  on 
a  genuine  personality  disorder”  Dr. 
Thornberg  is  head  of  the  church’s 
division  of  the  ordained  ministry  in 
Nashville. 

Dr.  Thornberg  believes  “the  saviour 
complex”  can  be  detected  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  selection  process  for  the 
ministry,  but  Dr.  Snow  sees  it  rather  as  a 
career-long  temptation  which  “must  be 
guarded  against  daily.” 

“Intellectual  rape” 

Closely  related  to  the  unethical 
development  of  emotional  dependency  in 
lay  people,  say  United  Methodist  leaders, 
is  “intellectual  rape”  —  the  need  to 
control  the  minds  and  understandings  of 


Anti-gambling  drive  launched 
churches  in  Connecticut 


by 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  churches  in  central  Con¬ 
necticut  have  launched  a  drive  to  repeal 
“state-sponsored  gambling.” 
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The  Program  Council  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Central  District  of  the  New  York 
Conference  said  it  also  hopes  to  organize 
other  churches  and  civic  groups  to  push 
for  repeal  of  legalized  gambling  in  the 
General  Assembly. 

The  council  represents  54  U.M.C.’s, 
with  a  membership  of  20,000  persons. 

“Most  Protestant  churches  are  pretty 
firm  on  this  one  (opposition  to  gam¬ 
bling),”  said  the  Rev.  Richard  E. 
Smeltzer,  district  superintendent.  “This 
is  the  time  to  be  on  one  side  or  the  other.” 

U.M.  officials  said  a  scandal 
surrounding  a  proposed  jai  alai  facility  in 
Bridgeport  and  irregularities  in  Las 
Vegas  Night  charity  gambling  operations 
prompted  them  to  begin  their  anti¬ 
gambling  effort. 

The  council  has  written  letters  asking 
for  support  from  Gov.  Ella  Grasso  and 
Sen.  Lowell  Weicker,  Jr.,  who  are 
identified  as  opponents  of  state- 
sponsored  gambling. 

Connecticut  now  operates  a  lottery 
whose  proceeds  go  to  educational  pro¬ 
grams. 


Second  in  a  series 

people.  Or,  as  it  is  stated  another  way, 
the  tendency  to  want  people  to  believe 
one  way,  be  it  radical  activism  or 
dyed-in-the-wool  fundamentalism. 

The  temptation  to  “take  sides”  on 
theological,  political,  social  mores  and 
life  style  issues,  raises  ethical  question 
marks  because  the  pastor  is  called  to 
minister  to  all  the  people. 

“The  daily  name  of  the  game  is 
keeping  in  communication  with  the 
people  one  disagrees  with,’*  Dr.  Snow 
said.  But  some  pastors  solve  the  problem 
by  just  not  speaking  out  in  the  presence 
of  those  who  aggravate  them  and  others 
resort  to  “safe  preaching.”  However,  he 
believes  “safe  preaching”  more  often 
masks  ethical  uncertainty  rather  than 
fear  of  being  unpopular. 

“Ministers  act  with  integrity  to  the 
extent  of  their  faith,”  observed  the  Rev 
Leonard  Gillingham,  Albuquerque,  N.M., 
registrar  of  his  conference’s  board  of  the 
ministry.  “We  have  to  find  the  means  to 
have  stronger  faith  as  well  as  more 
imagination  and  more  love.” 

While  the  implications  of  being  a 
minister  for  all  the  people  usually  are 
thought  to  apply  to  differences  in 
theology  and  politics,  it  also  is  related  to 
rich  and  poor. 

“The  epitome  of  immorality  is  for  a 
pastor  to  count  as  ‘charity’  his  concern 
for  poor  people  and  as  ‘ministry’  his 
concern  for  the  rich."  Dr.  Thornberg 
said. 

“Selling  one’s  soul  ” 

The  “bottom  line  ethic”  has  been 
described  as  the  cancer  of  all 
professions.  The  common  business 
phrase  means  that  what  counts,  by 
whatever  the  means,  is  profit  or  “suc¬ 
cess.” 

‘Bottom  line  ethics’  in  the  professional 
clergy  is  “being  willing  to  sell  your  soul 
for  advancement,  be  it  for  a  position  as 
‘first  church  fat  cat’,  a  bigger  salary,  a 
position  as  district  superintendent  or 
whatever  is  ‘up  and  out’,"  Dr.  Thornberg 
said. 

“The  worst  disease  in  the  church,”  he 
added,  “is  wanting  to  be  a  bishop.  While 
it’s  not  as  powerful  a  position  as  some 
and  not  as  financially  rewarding  as 
others,  being  elected  a  bishop  still  says  to 
the  world  you’ve  made  it,”  he  said. 

He  added  that  “the  wanting  to  be" 
leads  some  to  “give  the  right  strokes  to 
the  right  folks”  and  be  generally  “ex¬ 
tremely  judicious.” 

An  interesting  angle  of  this  problem  is 
that  most  of  those  persons  TM/  UMR 
talked  to  see  a  decline  of  interest  among 
the  younger  clergy  in  being  pastor  of 
prestigious  churches  and  more  Ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  style  of  life  and 
ministry  possible  in  the  average  church. 
“Feathering  one’s  nest” 

“Ministers  have  to  face  up  to  the  ethics 
of  their  actions  when  they  refuse  to 
assume  personal  responsibility  for 
conference  programs  and  for  World 
Service  obligations  of  the  congregations 
they  serve  while  accepting  salary  in¬ 
creases  for  themselves,”  said  Dr.  John 
Moore,  a  district  superintendent  from 
Berkeley,  Calif.  “In  my  opinion  that’s 
feathering  one's  own  nest  at  the  cost  of 
the  ministry  of  the  whole  church." 

Other  ways  to  feather  the  nest,  or  as 
one  official  said,  “prostitute  one’s 
ministry”  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
position,  are  to  pick  up  extra  bucks 
operating  travel  tours,  conducting  non- 
church  funerals,  writing  books,  taking 
speaking  engagements,  praying  for 
public  events,  conducting  revivals,  etc. 

There  is  practically  no  consensus  of 


opinion  on  whether  these  activities  are 
ethical  or  unethical,  whether  they  are  an 
extension  of  one’s  ministry  or 
“moonlighting,”  and  what  “full  time 
itineracy”  means. 

Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton  of  the  Indiana 
area  said  decisions  are  made  by  cabinets 
on  the  basis  of  the  situation  and  not  on 
hard  and  fast  rules.  “Some  are  real  ex¬ 
pressions  of  ministry  while  others  are 
simply  out  to  make  money,”  he  said. 
“It’s  a  question  of  motivation.” 

Some  means  of  augmenting  one’s  in¬ 
come  are  clearly  more  desirable,  but  not 
necessarily  more  ethical,  Dr.  Thornberg 
said.  For  example,  he  said  cabinets  are 
usually  down  on  a  minister  who  may 
drive  a  bus  to  supplement  his  or  her 
salary.  But  at  the  same  time  the  pastor  cf 
a  large  church  can  make  three  speeches 
and  take  in  twice  as  much.  While  the  first 
is  considered  “moonlighting”  more 
times  than  not,  it  may  be  more  truly  an 
extension  of  ministry  than  the  speaking 
engagements. 

“One  problem  not  apt  to  get  adequate 
attention  at  the  1976  General  Conference 
is  what  full-time  itineracy  means,”  said 
Dr.  Thornberg.  "Is  it  all  of  one’s  time  or 
is  some  time  my  own  to  do  with  what  I 
want?” 


has  moved  in  the  charismatic  direction,” 
Mr.  Whetsone  said. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Morell,  Dallas, 
president  of  the  unofficial  evangelical 
caucus  called  “Good  News,"  confirmed 
that  “about  one-half  of  the  people  in  the 
“Good  News”  movement  are  either 
“active  supporters  or  very  sympathetic 
or  have  received  various  gifts.” 

As  to  its  impact  on  the  church  as  a 
whole,  Bishop  McFerrin  Stowe,  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Area,  said  he  sees  the  move¬ 
ment  as  being  neither  a  major  problem 
nor  a  major  factor  in  transforming  any 
local  church  he  is  aware  of.  “It  has  small 
effects,  some  helpful  and  some  divisive. 
In  some  places  it  has  brought  warmth, 
love  and  sweetness;  the  test  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  love.  Where  it  brings 
divisiveness  it’s  a  sure  sign  of  something 
else.” 

UMC  to  be  ‘also  charismatic’ 

The  Rev.  Robert  Stamps,  chaplain  at 
Oral  Roberts  University,  Tulsa,  Okla. 
which  is  probably  the  center  of  the 
charismatic  movement  for  United 
Methodism,  said,  “We  don’t  want  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  become  a 
Pentecostal  denomination.  We  want  the 
church  to  be  ‘also  charismatic’,  meaning 
fhere  would  be  another  element  in¬ 
tegrated  into  the  life  of  the  church  —  an 
appreciation  for  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit.” 

“The  UMC  is  big  enough  with  its 
commitment  to  pluralism  to  say  ‘yes’  to 
what’s  good  in  renewal  movements 
which  are  within  the  historical  Christian 
tradition,”  he  said.  “In  order  for  the  best 
of  the  charismatic  movement  to  have  a 
chance  of  renewing  the  church,  we 
should  be  doing  what  the  Roman 
Catholics  are.  That  is,  encouraging 
bishops  and  pastors  to  involve  them¬ 
selves  even  more  in  the  movement  to 
shepherd  and  direct  it.” 

Pastors  such  as  the  Mr.  Boleyn  and 
the  Rev.  Richard  Wilke,  Wichita,  Kan¬ 
sas,  have  felt  a  special  responsibility  for 
building  bridges  between  charismatics 
and  the  rest  of  the  church  by  sponsoring 
conferences  on  the  Holy  Spirit  ex¬ 
perience  in  their  own  areas  for  pastors 
and  laypersons. 

“I  don’t  want  our  church  to  be  like  the 
Church  of  England  which  had  no  room 
for  John  Wesley’s  movement,”  Mr.  Wilke 
told  TM/  UMR.  “I  have  been  touched  by 
the  Spirit  and  want  the  church  to  keep 
plugged  in.  If  the  church  ignores  it,  we 
leave  it  to  the  fringe  and  splinter  groups 
with  all  their  distortions,  excesses  and 
aberrations.” 

Mr.  Wilke  says  he  refuses  to  use  the 
word  “charismatic’  because  it  puts  up 
unnecessary  barriers.  He  finds  the  term 
“work  of  Hie  Holy  Spirit”  much  less 
confusing. 

Three  groups  of  charismatics 

Much  confusion,  misunderstanding 
and,  yes,  even  fear  about  “charismatics” 
stem  from  U.M.s  defining  “charismatic” 
in  stereotyped,  old  line  pentecostal 
terms.  According  to  Dr.  Tuttle  there  are 
three  distinct  groups  within  the  goulash 
of  misunderstandings  which  need 
clarification. 

One  group  he  describes  as  “classical 
pentecostalists”  who  hold  that  one  must 
have  the  gift  of  tongues  as  “evidence”  of 
the  infilling  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

A  second  group  is  labeled  “classical 
charismatics”  because  they  expect  the 
Spirit  to  manifest  itself  through  one  of  the 
classical,  Biblical  gifts  —  but  do  not 
insist  on  tongues  as  evidence. 


the  church  today 


Capitol  Hill  UMC  honors  50 
states  during  Bicentennial 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  To  observe  the 
nation’s  Bicentennial,  Capitol  Hill  United 
Methodist  church  here  will  honor  each  of 
the  50  states  at  Sunday  services  during 
1976.  The  only  exceptions  will  be  made  at 
Easter  and  Christmas. 

Choirs  from  numerous  United 
Methodist  colleges  have  accepted  the 
invitation  to  journey  to  Washington,  D.C. 
to  appear  at  morning  worship  services, 
which  begin  at  11  a.m.,  and  at  occasional 
afternoon  concerts,  which  will  be  held 
at  4  p.m. 

“The  purpose  of  this  involvement  in  the 
Bicentennial  is  evangelistic,”  says  Rev. 
James  Archibald,  pastor.  “It  is  a 
challenge  to  put  a  Christian  perspective 
on  the  vital  issues  of  our  time  and  to 
provide  a  learning  opportunity  not  only 
for  ourselves  but  for  those  who  come  to 
this  important  city.” 

United  Methodists  give  record 
$58.1  million  in  1975 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodists  gave  a  record  total  of 
$58,127,067  in  1975  to  support  16  general 
benevolent  and  administrative  funds  of 
their  denomination,  it  was  announced 
here  Jauary  23. 

R.  Bryan  Brawner,  treasurer  of  the 
church,  said  the  total  was  8.54  per  cent 
above  the  1974  total  of  $53,554,613.  Not 
included  in  this  report  is  approximately  a 
billion  dollars  given  for  church  ad¬ 
ministration,  salaries  and  benevolence 
projects  on  the  local  and  regional  level. 

“This  was  a  rather  remarkable  per¬ 
formance  in  view  of  one  of  the  worst 
recessions  in  recent  times,"  said  Dr. 
Brawner,  “and  represents  a  loyalty  and 
commitment  by  church  members  to  the 
concerns  of  their  denomination.  It  is  a 
commendable  response  to  need.” 

Response  to  hunger  is  cited  as  the 
major  reason  behind  the  substantial 
increase  in  UMCOR  receipts.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  total  given  at  the 
general  church  level  for  this  cause  ex¬ 
ceeds  $3,000,000.  This  does  not  include 
additional  moneys  used  at  local  and 
regional  levels  in  hunger  assistance. 


Rural  Texas  church  first  to 
pay  up  in  ’76 

HOPEWELL,  Tex.  -  The  Hopewell 
United  Methodist  Church  is  the  first 
church  in  the  North  Texas  Conference  — 
and  perhaps  in  the  nation  —  to  pay  its 
1976  conference  apportionments  in  full. 

Attendance  for  Sunday  morning  ser¬ 
vices  averages  25,  reports  the  Rev. 
Robert  Pinckney,  pastor.  Although  it  is 
not  known  exactly  how  old  the  church  is 
in  this  rural  community  located  in  north 
central  Texas,  the  church  register  which 
is  still  being  used  today  had  its  first  entry 
in  1872. 

The  church  has  received  the  Good 
Samaritan  award  for  many  years  for  its 
donations  to  the  Golden  Cross  program 
and  it  makes  regular  gifts  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home  in  Waco,  Tex. 


Yet  another  group  he  defines  as  “non- 
classical  charismatics”  —  those  who  do 
not  speak  in  tongues  but  who  are  open  to 
all  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit. 

These  different  understandings  pose 
several  threats  —  divisiveness  and  ex¬ 
ploitation  —  and  get  some  charismatics 
in  trouble,  Dr.  Tuttle  says. 

“Those  who  take  the  ‘classical  pen¬ 
tecostal”  position  are  very  divisive  with¬ 
in  mainline  denominations,  because  of 
their  exclusivism,  which  is  a  real 
problem  in  a  pluralistic  denomination 
like  United  Methodism.” 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  the 
“floaters”  without  any  theological  roots 
who  are  “ripped  off”  or  are  at  least 
vulnerable  to  exploitation  by  the  “free 
lancers’’  outside  of  denominational 
structures  who  go  around  gathering  their 
own  groups,”  Mr.  Whetstone  said.  In  his 
position  he  has  devoted  much  of  the  last 
quadrennium  to  building  bridges  within 
the  UMC  through  two  and  three  day 
conferences  on  “experiencing  the  Holy 
Spirit”  which  he  leads  for  local  churches, 
districts  and  annual  conferences. 

Some  abuses 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt,  Charlotte  Area,  who 
views  the  renewal  as  a  very  hopeful  thing 
said  he  has  also  observed  the  “abuses 
and  extremes  of  ‘hyper-emotionalism’  in 
some  circumstances  which  is  a  threat  to 
New  Testament  religion.” 

Another  danger  is  the  wrong  attitude 
toward  the  church  which  may  develop 
Bishop  Hunt  said.  “People  sometimes 
begin  to  feel  the  church  itself  is  a  barrier 
to  their  Christian  experience.” 

Dr.  Tuttle  believes  the  key  is  for  the 
charismatic  to  be  able  to  interpret  his 
experience  in  the  light  of  his  own 
denominational  tradition.  For  the  Roman 
Catholic  that  is  in  the  light  of 
sacramental  theology;  for  United 
Methodists  it  is  in  light  of  John  Wesley’s 
theology  of  grace.  ‘The  purpose  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  statement  on  the 
charismatic  movement  is  to  help  United 
Methodists  do  that.” 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
done  more  than  any  other  denomination, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  to  embrace  the  charismatic 
movement,”  in  Dr.  Tuttle’s  opinion. 

U.M.  bishop  hits 
Catholic  efforts 
on  abortion 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (Rns)  -  A 
United  Methodist  bishop  says  the 
“strenuous  efforts”  by  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  “to  legislate  their  par¬ 
ticular  .  .  .view  on  abortion  is  a  blow  to 
the  integrity  with  which  we  have  engaged 
in  other  ecumenical  pursuits.” 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  said  Roman  Catholic 
“efforts  to  deny  the  rights  of  others  to 
follow  the  dictates  of  their  consciences” 
on  abortion  “could  also  detract  from  the 
ecumenical  accords  which  have  been 
achieved  after  many  years.” 

Bishop  Armstrong,  a  sponsor  of  the 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights 
(RCAR),  commented  as  he  discussed  the 
RCAR  1976  action  plan  at  a  meeting  of 
religious  leaders. 

Bishop  Armstrong  attacked  efforts  by 
the  U.S.  Roman  Catholic  bishops  to 
overturn  the  1973  Supreme  Court  abor¬ 
tion  decisions. 

Except  for  some  permissible  state 
medical  standards,  the  decisions  affirm 
the  unrestricted  right  of  women  to 
abortions  through  the  first  two-thirds  of  a 
pregnancy. 

The  United  Methodist  bishop  said  the 
Roman  Catholic  efforts  “threaten  the 
First  Amendment  guarantees  of  the 
freedom  of  religion.  Each  religious  faith 
in  this  pluralistic  society  has  the  right  to 
practice  and  teach  its  own  particular 
beliefs,  and  we  do  not  argue  with  the 
right  of  the  Catholic  hierarchy  to  do  so,” 
he  added. 

"But  the  rights  of  other  denominations 
which  do  not  share  Catholic  doctrine  on 
abortion  would  be  abrogated,”  he  said, 
“if  one  particular  religious  viewpoint  is 
enacted  into  law." 


Classified 

Rile:  40c  per  ward,  figure  cr  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  810 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI. 00  per  insertion. 

FRESH  IDEAS  FOR  DEVOTIONS:  Collection 
of  52  articles  written  far  Christian  lay  people. 

Ideal  far  class  meetings,  Sunday  school. 
Answers  questions  you  have  asked.  82  post¬ 
paid.  Saturday  Sermon.  RD  1.  Box  108,  Ccn- 
nellsvllle.  Pa.  15425. 

BIBLE  BY  VOICE:  Entire  King  James  »na 
Living  Bible  (also  In  Spanish).  Cassette.  S4.9S; 

New  Testament  as  low  as  S59.  Suite  103,  611 

Ryan  Plaza  Dr..  Arlington.  Texas  76102. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  needed.  Webster  Hills 
United  Methodist.  Webster  Groves.  Mo. 
Applications  due  Immediately.  Mrs.  Gordon 
Pennington.  733  Oakway  PL.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

63122.  i 

COLORADO  CAMPING:  Situated  25  miles 
west  of  Colorado  Springs  In  the  Rockies. 
Templed  Hills  Church  Camp  offers  rustic 
camping  suitable  for  religious  development 
and  a  touring  base  for  the  Pikes  Peak  area. 
Kitchen,  dining  hall  and  tent  cabins  to  ac¬ 
commodate  100.  Write:  Robert  Ramey.  6395 
Altman  Dr..  Colorado  Springs.  Colo.  80918. 

16-DAY  SCANDINAVIA  AND  LONDON 
Holiday:  Includes  Norway.  Sweden,  Finland. 
Denmark,  with  three  days  In  London.  July  5 
departure.  Brochure  from  Bob  Sanders. 
United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours.  Box  3129. 
Waco.  Texas  76707. 

FABULOUS  ROUND  WORLD  TOUR:  Hawaii, 
Manila.  Taiwan.  Hong  Kong.  Thailand.  India. 
Nepal.  Holy  Land.  Athens.  Vienna.  Budapest; 
optional  return.  Afghanistan.  Russia.  Sight¬ 
seeing.  entertainment,  shopping.  Meet  leaders 

In  government,  education,  religion,  news. 
Departs  July  13.  Free  brochure.  Write:  Dr. 
Robert  Panzer.  700  D  Ave..  Coronado.  Cal. 
92118. 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education  needed:  Qualified  person  may 
apply  to  Dr.  Doyle  Riley.  Ysleta  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  17440.  El  Paso.  Texas 
79917. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  borne  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com- 
plete.  confidential  service  an  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  cr  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6467  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio.  Texas  76240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410.  j 

WANTED:  Part-time  music  director  or 
organist-director.  Inquire  Temple  United 
Methodist.  1111  Junlpero  Serra  Blvd..  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  94132. 
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Missions  group  rejoins4Good  News’ 

New  evangelical  mission  task  force  to  hire  executive  secretary 


Youth  iRock-A-Thon'  earns  $3,200 

WALDORF.  Md.  —  When  you’ve  just  "rocked  around  the  clock”  —  and  then  some 
—  your  smiles  are  bound  to  be  a  bit  sleepy.  But  these  youth  at  Good  Sepherd  UMC 
here  have  every  reason  to  smile,  after  a  recent  ”Rock-A-Thon”  earned  them  33,200 
from  sponsors  who  pledged  money  for  every  hour  that  UMYF  members  rocked.  The 
event  began  one  Friday  night.  Forty-one  hours  and  45  youth  later,  the  drowsy  young 
people,  still  rocking,  formed  a  friendship  prayer  circle  to  pray,  in  the  words  of  one, 
"Thank  you  God  for  a  wonderful  time  together." 

They  will  turn  over  60  percent  of  their  earnings  to  their  church’s  building  fund,  30 
percent  to  the  youth  fund,  and  the  remaining  10  percent  to  Charles  County’s  Infant 
Milk  Formula  Fund.  „ 

PHOTO  BY  ED  SENEFF,  THE  CITIZEN  NEWS 

Imprisoned  priest  leads 
hunger  strike  for  Bible 


By  BARBARA  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

BALTIMORE,  Md.  —  Your  Bible  could 
mean  freedom  to  Fr.  Vasyl  Romaniuk. 

That’s  the  word  of  Andrew  Zwarun  of 
the  Smoloskyp  Information  Service  here. 

The  53-year-old  Ukranian  Orthodox 
priest  has  lived  in  a  Mordovia,  U.S.S.R., 
concentration  camp  since  his  1972  arrest 
for  "anti-Soviet  agitation  and  propagan¬ 
dizing.” 

One  of  several  Russian  intellectuals 
who  have  spoken  out  recently  for  human 
rights  in  the  U.S.S.R.,  Fr.  Romaniuk  has 
spent  much  of  his  adult  life  in  con¬ 
finement.  In  1944  he  was  charged  by 
Communist  forces  of  being  a 
‘‘nationalistic  churchman”  and  sen¬ 
tenced  to  10  years  in  a  concentration 
camp. 

Political  imprisonment  soon  became  a 
fact  of  life  for  supporters  of  human 
rights,  and  Fr.  Romaniuk  himself  was 
arrested  in  1972  and  sentenced  to  15  years 
in  exile  and  concentration  camps. 

His  campaign  for  human  rights  has 
continued  throughout  captivity.  Last 


Retirement  Can  Be  Fun 
At  Biscayne  Methodist  Home 

This  six-building  complex  offers 
a  variety  of  accommodations  from 
two  in  a  room  to  a  two-bedroom 
apartment.  A  new  multi-care 
building  is  in  the  foreseeable 
future.  Come  now  and  get  in  on  the 
"ground  floor"  of  the  new  project. 

Biscayne  Hotel  offers  good  fellow¬ 
ship,  freedom  from  worries,  nutri¬ 
tionally  planned  meals,  supervised  health  program.  Activities  Director, 
spiritual  guidance,  housekeeping  services  and  availability  to  city  life  but 
seclusion  from  it.  No  admission  fee.  Prices  start  at  $295  per  month  for  a  shared 
room. 

Write  or  call:  Biscayne  Methodist  Home,  Inc..  3227  Biscayne  Boulevard. 
Miami.  Florida  33137.  Rev.  Thornton  Lewis  NHA,  Administrator.  Telephone: 
(305)  576-5876. 


TM/UMR  invites  you  to  take  a 

GRAND  TOUR  OF  EUROPE 

With  an  optional  visit  to  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  in  Dublin,  Ireland 

August  10-27  and  August  27-31,  1976 

Sponsored  by 

The  Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter 

TOUR  LEADERS 

Dr.  Ted  Richardson ,  Superintendent  of  the  UMC’s  San 
Antonio  District 

Dr.  Douglas  Fleming,  Superintendent  of  the  Altus 
[ Oklahoma ]  District 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  TM-UMR  Editor 


For  brochure  and 
further  informa¬ 
tion,  write:  TM/ 
UMR  Group  Tour, 
^  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75221. 


BY  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  The  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  (EMC),  a  caucus  of 
"evangelical”  United  Methodists  which 
has  "battled”  the  denomination’s  chief 
missions  agency  for  nearly  two  years 
over  what  the  EMC  claims  is  an  "im¬ 
balance”  in  mission  outreach,  has  for¬ 
mally  attached  itself  to  the  "Good  News 


Movement”  from  which  it  was  founded. 

In  a  three  point  announcement  here 
Jan.  23,  the  EMC  announced  it  will 
become  the  "Task  Force  on  Mission”  of 
the  "Good  News  Movement”  (United 
Methodists  for  Scriptural  Christianity) 
and  that  a  full  time  executive  secretary 
will  be  hired  to  carry  on  "referral  and 
service  agency”  functions  for 
evangelical  mission  concerns  within  the 


From  ‘Good  News’ 

Confirmation  aids  to 
be  ready  in  February 


UMC.  Officials  said  the  name 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  used  in  reference  to  the  task 
force. 

Dr.  David  Seamands,  chairperson  of 
the  EMC  executive  committee,  listed 
three  reasons  for  the  return  of  his 
organization  to  strict  ties  with  "Good 
News  umbrella  in  their  understanding  of 
us,”  (2)  "Most  of  our  members  are  also 
Good  News  members,”  and  (3)  “We  have 
a  unanimity  of  overall  purpose.” 

Dr.  Seamands  said  that  in  spite  of  the 
new  structural  arrangement,  persons 
who  wish  to  be  a  part  of  the  EMC  do  not 
have  to  participate  in  “Good  News”  or 
vice  versa.  Regarding  the  new  executive 
secretary,  he  said  "funds  are  now  in 
hand”  to  hire  such  a  person  and  that  it 


will  be  done  in  the  near  future. 

As  previously  announced,  the  EMC 
plans  to  use  the  executive  secretary  to 
handle  the  functions  it  took  on  last  spring 
when  it  announced  it  would  work  as  a 
"broker”  for  evangelical  missionaries 
and  mission  projects  it  feels  are  being 
neglected  by  the  official  church.  At  that 
time  the  group  stated  it  had  "no  desire  to 
be  a  competing  mission  agency”  with  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  but  simply 
wanted  to  supplement  what  is  already 
being  done. 

The  EMC  further  announced  that  a 
planned  EMC  convocation  scheduled  for 
February  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  been 
postponed  until  it  has  studied  and 
evaluated  General  Conference  action  on 
EMC  legislation. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Confirmation  materials 
produced  by  the  "Good  News 
Movement”  of  United  Methodist 
"evangelicals”  will  be  available  to  local 
churches  across  the  nation  by  the  third 
week  in  February,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  made  here  by  the  group  Jan. 
23. 

The  materials,  which  were  reviewed 
by  Good  News  members  during  a  three 
day  annual  meeting  here,  have  been 
written  because  of  the  group’s 
dissatisfaction  with  official  materials 
now  offered  by  the  denomination.  Good 
News  officials  said  450  local  churches 
have  already  responded  for  information 
about  the  new  materials  before  they  have 
come  off  the  press. 

Other  news  released  at  a  special  press 
conference  following  the  three-day 
meeting  included  the  following: 

•  Officials  reported  "continued 
phenomenal  growth”  of  the  movement 


across  the  nation.  Although  no  formal 
membership  is  tallied  for  the  movement, 
leaders  point  to  an  expanding  budget  and 
the  20  per  cent  growth  of  "Good  News 
Magazine”  as  two  indications  of  greater 
public  interest. 

•  Participation  by  greater  numbers  of 
laypersons  and  women  was  pointed  out 
by  Good  News  members  as  a  positive 
direction  evident  in  its  growth. 

•  Continued  opposition  to  "any  study 
of  sexuality”  in  the  church  was  ex¬ 
pressed.  Members  said  all  such  study 
proposals  presently  before  the  church 
are  "merely  efforts  to  move  in  the  next 
four  years  toward  acceptance  of 
homosexuality.” 

•  Dr.  Edmund  Robb  of  Lubbock,  Tex., 
was  elected  to  succeed  the  Rev.  Paul 
Morrel  of  Dallas  as  chairman  of  the 
organization.  Dr.  Paul  Mickey,  professor 
at  Duke  Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C., 
was  elected  first  vice-chairman,  and  Dr. 
David  Seamands  of  Wilmore,  Ky.,  was 
elected  third  vice-chairman. 


Need  cited  to  continue 
Black  College  Fund 


summer  he  drafted  letters  to  Pope  Paul 
and  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
meeting  in  Geneva  in  which  he  sought 
release  of  political  prisoners. 

When  the  priest’s  Bible  was  seized  by 
his  captors  last  August,  he  began  a 
hunger  strike.  (Possession  of  Bibles  is 
not  deemed  illegal  by  the  U.S.S.R.) 

According  to  Mr.  Zwarun,  no  official 
word  regarding  Fr.  Romaniuk’s  con¬ 
dition  has  been  received  by  the  Russian 
news  agency,  but  he  added  that,  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  harsh  Mordovian  climate, 
the  priest  is  “probably  near  death.” 

Fr.  Romaniul  "needs  help  desper¬ 
ately.”  Mr.  Zwarun  said,  and  "every 
little  bit  helps.”  He  urged  TM/UMR 
readers  to  send  a  Bible  to  the  Rus¬ 
sian  ambassador  to  the  U.S.  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  priest  as  a  symbol  of 
religious  freedom.  Bibles  should  be 
mailed  to  Ambassador  Anatoliy  F. 
Dobrynin.  Embassy  of  the  U.S.S.R.,  1115- 
16th  St.,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  20036. 
Mr.  Zwarun  asked  that  persons  sending 
Bibles  write  a  postcard  to  him  in  care  of 
Bibles,  P.O.  Box  6066,  Baltimore  21231, 
briefly  describing  their  action. 


Lenten  study  books 

Witness  to  Holy  Spirit 

The  Council  of  Bishops  has  urged  local  churches  to  study  the  Holy  spirit  during 
Lent.  Two  of  the  books  recommended  by  the  Council  for  supplemental  reading  are 
reviewed  here.  The  main  textbook  is  "The  Holy  Spirit  and  Christian  Experience"  by 
Bishop  Mack  Stokes. 

that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  urgent  business.  He 
is  at  the  heart  of  church  renewal  and  is 
moving  with  power  across  the  whole 
created  world. 


"Storms  and  Starlight,  Messages  on 
the  Holy  Spirit,"  edited  by  Earl  G.  Hunt 
Jr.,  Tidings,  1975,  177  pp„  $1.95  paper¬ 
back 

By  IRA  E.  WILLIAMS  JR. 

Popular  movements  in  religion  always 
bring  a  goodly  number  of  genuine 
Christian  conversions.  They  also  foster  a 
multitude  of  opportunists  who  play  to  the 
galleries.  The  present  charismatic 
movement  is  no  exception. 

It  is  therefore  good  to  hear  the  witness 
of  eight  United  Methodist  bishops  whose 
experience  of  God  is  grounded  in  the 
fulness  of  scripture  rather  than  a  few 
carefully  chosen  texts  to  bolster  a  point 
of  view.  This  small  paper-back  book 
speaks  such  a  witness. 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt  introduces  the 
purpose  of  these  “Messages  On  The  Holy 
Spirit”  with  a  thoughtful  statement: 
“Three  things  must  happen  in  our  church 
if  the  spiritual  challenge  of  the  seventies 
is  to  be  met.  First,  United  Methodists 
need  to  recover  the  central  doctrinal 
certainties  of  their  religious  heritage. 
Second,  they  must  reaffirm  and  im¬ 
plement  their  concern  for  the  poor  and 
the  oppressed.  And  third,  they  must 
confront  the  real  meaning  of  their 
statistical  losses  and  thus  produce  the 
moral  virility  necessary  to  cease 
defending  defeat.”  In  “Storms  And 
Starlight,”  the  bishops  speak  to  these 
concerns. 

Wayne  Clymer  effectively  reviews  our 
Wesleyan  tradition  of  theology  and  the 
scriptural  assumptions  that  undergird  it. 
Melvin  Wheatley  asks  the  right  questions 
about  our  Christian  experience.  James 
Thonlas  makes  us  aware  of  the  power  of 
God’s  Spirit,  how  it  becomes  real  and 
how  it  is  directed.  Dwight  Loder  calls  us 
to  hear  the  Spirit’s  claim  for  moral 
decision.  Robert  Goodrich  speaks  to  the 
“how”  of  experiencing  God’s  Spirit.  Roy 
Nichols  forces  us  to  review  the  basic 
ingredients  of  the  gospel  necessary  for  us 
to  be  open  to  the  working  of  God’s  Spirit. 
Ole  Borgen  performs  an  invaluable 
service  by  giving  a  detailed  scriptural 
outline  of  the  nature  and  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  Kenneth 
Goodson  closes  with  a  beautiful  call  to 
experience  God’s  presence  now. 

Here  is  a  little  manual  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  that  contains  gems  of  inspiration. 
Wesleyan  assumptions  that  brought  the 
Methodist  Church  to  be,  a  faithfulness  to 
the  message  of  scripture  and  the  witness 
of  men  who  in  the  midst  of  storms  know 
that  the  stars  are  still  shining. 

Dr.  Williams  is  senior  minister  of  St. 
Paul  UMC,  Abilene.  Tex.,  and  author  of 
" God  in  Unexpected  Places "  published 
by  Abingdon  Press) 

"The  Holy  Spirit."  edited  by  Dow  Kirk¬ 
patrick,  Tidings,  1974  ,  242  pp..  paperback 
$2.95 

By  R.  THOMAS  STEWART 

Meeting  for  ten  days  in  1973, 
Methodists  around  the  world  —  men  and 
women,  black  and  white,  from  long- 
established  and  younger  churches  —  met 
to  speak  about  the  Holy  Spirit  from  a 
serious  theological  perspective  at  the 
Fifth  Oxford  Institute  on  Methodist 
Theological  Studies.  One  result  is  "The 
Holy  Spirit,”  papers  from  the  Institute, 
edited  by  Dow  Kirkpatrick. 

Not  light  reading,  the  wide  ranging 
addresses  remind  one  of  a  Dostoevsky 
novel  in  which  no  stone  is  left  unturned 
From  the  question  of  the  nature  of  God 
and  His  effect  upon  the  human  spirit, 
through  the  life  and  ministry  of  the 
church,  to  the  Spirit’s  presence  in  the 
natural  world,  and  in  the  current 
liberation  movements,  one  is  reminded 


The  cumulative  effect  of  the  varied 
chapters  is  that,  indeed,  the  Spirit  blows 
where  He  wills.  A  person  who  insists  that 
He  must  be  contained  within  a  certain 
theoretical  formulation  or  within 
prescribed  functional  expressions  (e.g., 
pietism  vs.  social  action)  will  probably 
have  his/her  feathers  ruffled  at  one  point 
or  another. 

“The  Holy  Spirit”  ends  with  the  Sun¬ 
day  morning  sermon  which  climaxed  the 
Institute.  The  topic  of  the  sermon,  "The 
Spirit  Groans,”  and  its  inclusion  as  the 
final  chapter  in  the  book,  help  to  remind 
us  that  the  intellectual  study  of  God  must 
always  be  translated  into  the  experience 
and  expression  of  Him  in  our  lives.  It  is 
one  thing  to  talk  about  the  Spirit.  It  is 
another  thing  to  embrace  Him  —  mind, 
heart,  soul  and  strength. 

One  may  well  want  to  balance  this 
volume  with  more  personal  writings  such 
as  those  of  Catherine  Marshall,  John 
Sherill,  and  Dennis  and  Riba  Bennett. 
But  for  a  serious  effort  to  understand  the 
Spirit  from  a  Biblical,  historical  and 
contemporary  point  of  view,  it  is  well 
worth  the  reading. 

(Mr.  Stewart  is  pastor  of  the  UMC.  Mt. 
Vernon,  la.,  and  served  as  chairperson  of 
the  Iowa  Area  Conference  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  1974.) 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  April  27-May  8  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  The  following  is  the 
fifth  in  a  series  of  articles  in  which 
TM/  UMR  summarizes  some  of  the 
major  issues  to  face  the  delegates. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

The  proposal  that  the  Black  College 
Fund  (BCF)  be  continued  as  a  special 
apportioned  World  Service  fund  at  the 
rate  of  $6  million  per  year  through  1980 
appears  to  have  strong  support  as  it 
makes  its  way  to  General  Conference. 

The  fund  was  initiated  in  1972  as  a 
major,  national  effort  to  put  12  schools 
with  enrollments  of  predominately  Black 
students  on  a  stable  financial  basis  and 
into  the  educational  mainstream.  Yet 
delegates  will  be  asking  what  impact  the 
BCF  has  had  and  why  it  needs  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  face  of  other  pressing 
needs? 

The  1972  General  Conference 
established  the  Continuing  Commission 
on  the  Black  Colleges  to  recommend 
solutions  regarding  "finances,  location, 
possibility  of  mergers,  church 
relationship  and  governance”  to  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

The  findings  of  the  commission, 
chaired  by  Bishop  Ernest  Dixon,  Kansas 
area,  indicate: 

•  Receipts  from  the  BCF  have  meant 
financial  stability  or  movement  out  of 
red  ink  and  significant  improvement  in 
cash  flow; 

•  Survival  for  some  schools:  Wiley 
College,  Marshall,  Tex.,  is  the  prime 
example. 

•  Improvement  in  faculty  salaries; 

•  Increased  enrollments  and 
projected  further  increases  through  1980; 

•  Improvements  in  campus  buildings. 

The  commission  findings  also  indicate 

the  reasons  why  these  schools  should 
continue  to  receive  the  church’s  support : 

•  Traditionally  white  institutions  do 
not  understand  the  education  of 
minorities  nor  are  they  putting  hard 
budget  money  into  educating  minorities. 
Too  may  black  students  “revolve 
through  their  doors”  —  in  one  semester 
and  out  the  next. 

•  Black  colleges  continue  to  fill  a 
unique  need,  educating  students  who 
would  not  be  educated  otherwise  because 
of  a  built-in  program  of  remediation 
which  compensates  for  early  education 
deficiencies. 

•  Black  colleges  will  continue  to 
provide  the  bulk  of  black  leadership  in 
the  forseeable  future. 

•  Black  colleges  provide  an  alter¬ 
native  educational  experience  in  a 


pluralistic  society:  "an  education  in  the 
Black  experience  for  all  races.” 

The  area  where  the  commission  en¬ 
countered  the  most  difficulty  was  in 
“governance”  or  management.  A  set  of 
“qualitative  and  quantitative  guidelines 
which  are  intended  to  help  the  in¬ 
stitutions  manage  themselves  better” 
received  finishing  touches  January  30, 
Bishop  Dixon  told  TM/  UMR.  The 
guidelines  will  assure  the  church  it  is 
getting  the  maximum  return  on  its  World 
Service  dollar. 

"The  guidelines  mean  the  schools  will 
be  measured  against  some  common 
yardsticks.  Our  research  has  justified 
the  continuance  of  all  the  schools,  but  the 
next  quadrennium  will  tell  the  story  if 
they  all  can  continue  to  measure  up. 
Some  adjustments  will  have  to  be  made 
and  some  boards  of  trustees  may  have  to 
wake  up.” 

Bishop  supports 
state  aid  for 
church’s  schools 

HARRISBURG, 

Pa.  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop 
John  B.  Warmari  of 
the  Harrisburg 
area,  in  a  letter  to 
the  editor  published 
in  the  Harrisburg 
Sunday  Patriot, 
announced  that 
recent  court 
decisions  have  helped  change  his  mind 
and  he  now  supports  state  aid  to 
church-related  schools. 

Bishop  Warren  wrote  that  he,  in  the 
past,  "sometimes  rejoiced  over  court 
decisions”  that  prevented  aid  to 
parochial  schools  "because  I  thought 
such  decisions  protected  the  existence  of 
public  schools  wherein  our  children  came 
together  in  a  wholesome  sharing  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  values. 

“That  bigotry  of  mine  has  helped  to 
bring  us  to  this  day  when  tax  monies  can 
support  the  schools  of  any  but  the 
religious  groups,"  he  said.  "The  Mafia 
can  operate  a  private  school  and  receive 
public  money  but  no  one  who  is  interested 
in  sharing  religious  values  with  the 
young  can  receive  such  help.” 

Bishop  Warman  said  “the  time  has 
come  to  rethink  our  interpretation  of  the 
First  Amendment.  To  refuse  to  establish 
a  religion  need  not  mean  a  turning 
against  all  religion.” 


Bishop  Warman 
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WESTERN 
PARKS 

May  27-  June  14 

A  delightful  rail-and-bus  tour  through  the  spectacular  scenery 
of  Utah,  Arizona,  Colorado,  and  Slew  Mexico  —  Zion,  Bryce, 
Grand  Canyon,  Mesa  Verde  plus  the  Indian  Country  of  Taos 
and  quaint  Sante  Fe.  Even  a  ride  on  a  narrow-gauge  railroad 
and  you  will  marvel  at  the  Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir. 


BRITISH 
ISLES 

June  14 -July  3 

This  lovely  air  tour  concentrates  on  the  small  area  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  —  a  truly  in-depth  visit  to  the  British 
Isles.  Sights  include  Edinburgh,  Loch  Ness,  Loch  Lomond, 
Windsor  Palace,  Plymouth,  the  monoliths  of  Stonehenge,  and, 
of  course,  glorious  London. 


Alaska 


flatoa ii 


July  10 -July  30 

Join  this  exciting  3-week  all-surface  tour  of  our  49th  State, 
train  to  the  American  and  Canadian  Rockies,  a  spectacular 
8-day  cruise  along  the  Alaskan  coast  to  view  magnificent 
glaciers,  Indian  villages,  the  Trail  of  '98,  Juneau,  Vancouver 
and  Seattle. 

“Inside" 


X.A  July  17 -August  1 

The  summer  is  a  great  time  to  visit  the  Islands  of  Paradise. 
This  2-week  air  tour  lets  you  see  beautiful  Hawaii  at  a  leisurely 
pace.  We  see  the  four  major  islands  of  Oahu,  Hawaii,  Kauai, 
and  Maui.  White  sand  beaches  and  fragrant  hibiscus  invite  you 
to  romantic  Hawaii. 


around  and  across 

I  AMERICA 


r»J>svL' _ 

August  10  -  August  25 

Really  see  "inside"  of  Alaska!  You  will  visit  Anchorage,  Mt. 

McKinley,  Fairbanks,  Nome  and  transit  the  Arctic  Circle  to 
Kotzebue.  A  four-day  "Inside  Passage"  Cruise  includes  Skagway 
and  Juneau;  returning  to  the  East  and  Midwest  by  regularly 
scheduled  air  flights  via  Seattle. 

I  E...  Cnl Ware  IlNITFn  MPTUnniCT  TOUR  DIVISION  —  1976  m _ _ ^  _ : _ \ 


October  4  -  October  26 

This  3-week  cruise  tour  departing  from  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 
takes  you  on  the  elegant  ROYAL  VIKING  SEA  (Norwegian 
registry).  With  the  amenities  of  a  great  hotel,  you  will  cruise 
to  ports  in  colorful  Mexico,  South  America,  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean  PLUS  an  unforgettable  transit  of  the  Panama  Canal  return¬ 
ing  to  Los  Angeles,  California.  Rail  or  air  within  U.S. 


! 


Free  Folders  united  Methodist  tour  division  —  1976 
SEND  TO:  Wayfarer  Group  Travel,  Inc. 

2200  Victory  Parkway,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


City _ 


_ Zip  Code_ 


Please  send  the  following  folders: 

□  Western  Parks  (May  27-June  14) 

□  Alaska  (July  10-July  30) 

□  “Inside  Alaska"  (Aug.  10-Aug.  25) 

□  British  Isles  (June  14-July  3) 

□  Hawaii  (July  17-August  1) 

□  Around-Across-America  (Oct  4-26) 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
requests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 
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Bishop  Crutchfield  conducts 
service  at  historic  Gibson  Church 


os  o 
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Metairie  Church 
youth  focus  on 
Conference 
institutions 

The  youth  of  the  Metairie  Church  have 
been  focusing  on  our  conference  in¬ 
stitutions  as  areas  of  outreach.  During 
the  past  quarter  the  youth  have  directed 
their  concern  to  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  learning  about 
child  abuse  and  abandonment,  having 
representatives  of  the  Home  Hospital 
visit  the  UMYF,  and  the  young  people 
also  visiting  and  interacting  with  the 
children  and  personnel  of  the  Home. 

In  addition,  the  youth  have  sponsored 
fund-raising  projects,  and  have  donated 
the  proceeds  to  purchase  a  ping-pong 
table,  slide  projector,  toys,  and  other 
needed  items.  They  have  also  made  cash 
donations. 

Advisors  for  the  young  people  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  LeBoutillier,  and  the  Rev. 
Rick  Hebert  is  their  minister.  The  group 
plans  to  focus  their  attention  and  concern 
to  other  agencies  of  the  Conference. 


Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  conducted  a 
special  service  at  the  historic  Gibson 
Church  on  January  11,  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  early  Methodists  who 
built  this  little  chapel  in  1849.  (This  was 
two  years  before  the  present  structure  of 
the  renowned  St.  Louis  Cathedral  in  New 
Orleans  was  built.) 

Assisting  the  Bishop  were  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  McDowell,  Lafayette  District 
Superintendent,  and  the  Rev.  Larry 
Robertson,  Pastor  of  the  Gibson  Church. 

In  the  first  month  of  our  nation’s 
Bicentennial  Celebration  the  Bishop 
found  it  significant  to  hold  a  service  of 
commemoration  and  memorial  in  one  of 
the  oldest  unchanged  Methodist  buildings 
in  our  state.  It  was  originally  known  as 
the  "Sycamore  Methodist  Church  in 
Tigerville,”  when  it  was  built  on  the  bank 
of  Bayou  Black  under  stately  trees 
surrounded  by  the  church  cemetery. 
There  is  a  hole  in  the  floor  which  the 
builders  provided  to  speed  the  drainage 
of  flood  waters  which  regularly  covered 
the  area,  before  modern  flood  control 
was  initiated. 

Even  the  original  light  fixtures  remain 
in  regular  use,  although  the  kerosene  has 
been  replaced  by  electricity.  In  the 
memory  of  this  pioneer  congregation  and 
according  to  the  ancient  records,  this  is 
the  first  known  occasion  of  a  Methodist 

Rev.  Falcon  L.  Heame 
dies  after  short  illness 

The  Rev.  Falcon  L.  Hearne,  74,  of  West 
Monroe,  died  on  January  16  at  his 
residence,  following  a  brief  illness.  A 
retired  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  he  had  served  churches  for  40 
years  in  the  active  ministry. 

A  native  of  Chatham,  he  was  a  member 
of  First  Church,  West  Monroe,  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Surviving  him  are  a 
sister,  Miss  Mary  Hearne,  and  a  brother, 
C.  V.  Hearne,  both  of  Shreveport. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  on 
January  17,  with  the  Revs.  Robert  L. 
Peyton  and  Clyde  Frazier,  officiating. 
Burial  was  at  Hasley  Cemetery. 


Bishop  to  fill  the  pulpit  of  the  historic 
church,  according  to  the  pastor. 

On  the  same  day  of  the  special  services 
at  Gibson,  Bishop  Crutchfield  also 
conducted  a  service  of  dedication  at  First 
Church,  Thibodaux,  where  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Robertson  also  serves  as  pastor.  This 
is  the  new  Sunday  School  building, 
constructed  in  1964  while  the  Rev.  Rupert 
Coles  was  pastor.  Recently  the  building 
debt  was  paid  in  full  and  the  building  was 
presented  for  dedication. 

Assisting  in  the  Thibodaux  service 
were  the  Rev.  Kenneth  McDowell,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Robertson.  On  behalf  of  the 
congregation  the  trustees  presented  the 
building  for  dedication,  led  by  Robert 
Machen,  chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Board.  Trustees  are:  Dr.  Lois  Campbell, 
J.  T.  Claxton,  A.  W.  Farley,  Dan  Knight, 
Robert  Machen,  N.  U.  Richard,  M.  T. 
Tatum,  Tom  E.  Williams,  and  Mrs. 
Sherman  Wright. 

Following  this  dedication  the 
congregation  shared  in  a  covered  dish 
brunch,  coordinated  by  Mrs.  Grace 
Monk,  chairperson  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries. 


Of  special  interest 

Chaplain  William  G.  Willson,  who  is 
stationed  at  Naval  Air  Station  Miramar 
in  San  Diego,  California,  has  been 
promoted  to  Captain  in  the  U.S.  Navy. 


Attention: 

Church  Treasurers 

Note  to  local  church  treasurers: 
When  you  send  in  your  money  to 
support  the  traditional  black 
colleges,  please  label  that  "Dillard 
—  Black  Colleges  Fund." 


Ruston  district  honors  Thomases 


Although  tho  Christmas  Season  has  long  since  passed,  this  picture  Just  reached 
our  news  desk:  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Thomas  received  gifts  of  appreciation  from  the 
Ruston  District  Ministers  and  Wives  at  their  annual  Christmas  party  held  at  Grace 
Church  In  Ruston, 


SCJ  training 
event  for  UMW 

"Human  Needs  and  Legal  Rights  .  .  . 
Liberty  and  Justice  for  Whom"  was 
the  theme  for  the  Legislative  Training 
Event  co-sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Division  and  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  United  Methodist  Women 
February  1-3  in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Group 
planned  the  event  in  response  to  a  stated 
need  for  such  training  by  the  presidents 
of  the  conferences  in  the  jurisdiction. 
According  to  a  spokesman  of  the  group, 
the  purpose  .  .  is  to  motivate  and 
enable  women  to  develop  tools  to  effect 
social  change  through  the  legislative 
process.” 

Congresswoman  Martha  Keys,  of 
Kansas  was  the  keynote  speaker  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening.  A  number  of  workshops 
were  held  throughout  the  three-day 
session.  Also,  participants  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  visit  the  State  Capitol  to  see 
the  legislative  process  in  action. 


planning  process 

Letters  have  gone  out  from  the  Rev.  L. 
Ray  Branton  Director  of  the  CCOM,  to 
chairpersons  of  the  Conference  Boards, 
and  Members  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  concerning  the  Conference 
Planning  Process. 

In  preparing  for  Annual  Conference  he 
notes  that  the  following  dates  are  im¬ 
portant:  February  10,  Priority  on  Per¬ 
sonal  Commitment  to  Jesus  Christ, 
input  from  Boards,  Commissions  should 
be  in  the  COM  offices;  February  13, 
Ongoing  Program  Proposals  should  be  in 
COM  office. 

Also,  of  particular  importance  is  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
meeting  scheduled  for  February  27-28  at 
Newman  Church,  Alexandria,  beginning 
at  7  P.M.  and  concluding  the  following 
day  at  2  P.M.  All  program  proposals  will 
be  reviewed,  acted  upon,  and  budget 
recommendations  passed  on  to  CFA. 

March  31  is  the  date  that  all  reports  to 
the  Annual  Conference  are  due  in  the 
COM  Office.  This  is  a  huge  task  for  the 
CCOM  staff,  according  to  Mr.  Branton, 
and  it  is  urged  that  this  deadline  be  noted 
and  observed. 

Etienne  Brouillette 
dies 

Rev.  Etienne  Brouillette,  a  retired  Lay 
Pastor,  died  on  Wednesday,  January  28. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  from 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Abbeville,  Louisiana  on  Thursday,  Janu¬ 
ary  29  at  3  p.m.  Conducted  by  Rev. 
Kenneth  McDowell  and  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland. 

Rev.  Brouillette  was  for  many  years 
principal  of  the  Elementary  School  in 
Abbeville,  Prior  to  his  retirement  from 
the  public  schools,  he  began  serving  as  a 
Lay  Pastor.  During  his  ministry  he 
served  as  pastor  of  several  of  our 
churches  including  the  Ebenezer  Church 
in  the  Lafayette  District.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  serving  as  Pastor  of  the 
church  at  Church  Point, 


United  Methodist  Women  continue  spirited  pace 


New  officers  of  the  UMW  of  Grace  Church,  Ruston,  are:  ( front  row)  -  Mrs. 
Donalda  Mayo;  Mrs.  Mavis  DeFreese ;  Mrs.  Myrlene  Hammons;  Mrs.  Esther 
Baker;  Mrs.  Dot  Napper;  Mrs.  Yvonne  Bennett,  President;  Mrs.  Lois  Hammett; 
(second  row)  -  Mrs.  Ruth  Whatley;  Mrs.  Nancy  Roberts;  Mrs.  Amelia  Hyatt;  and 
Mrs.  Rita  Hamblin,  Vice-President.  Not  shown  are  Mrs.  Caroline  Ensmlnger,  Mrs. 
JoAnn  Johnston,  Mrs.  Gwen  Peoples,  and  Mrs.  Alllne  Deloney. 

Throughout  our  Conference  United 


Methodist  Women  continue  to  contribute 
to  the  active  life  of  their  churches  and 
community.  Local  units  seem  to  end  their 
year’s  activity  with  great  enthusiasm 
and  achievement,  only  to  start  the  new 
year  with  renewed  vigor  and  concern  for 
others.  Their  contributions  of  time, 
effective  effort,  and  financial  giving 


make  many  worthwhile  programs  pos¬ 
sible  for  a  variety  of  persons. 

Some  of  the  groups  have  shared  with 
this  newspaper  pictures  of  their  leaders 
who  are  heading  the  ongoing  programs  of 
United  Methodist  Women  in  their 
respective  churches.  We  are  pleased  to 
print  these  pictures  here. 


New  officers  of  Iowa  Church's  UMW  are  shown  In  this  photograph,  from  left :  Mrs. 
Lee  Marcantel,  Installing  officer;  Mrs.  Drew  Spell,  President;  Mrs.  Horace 
Denison,  Mrs.  Liburn  Dewolf,  Mrs.  Joe  Estes,  Mrs.  George  Koor.ce,  Mrs.  Alvin 
Metzger,  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Louvlere.  The  Rev.  John  Sayes  Is  Pastor. 
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The  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely  recently  Installed  new  UMW  officers  at  Munholland 
Church,  Metairie.  Among  those  Installed  w ere'Mrs.  W.  E.  Roush,  Treasurer;  Mrs. 
W.  N.  Smith,  Secretary;  Mrs.  Michael  Morgan,  Vice-President;  and  Mrs.  Jett  C. 
Arthur,  Jr.,  President.  These  photographs  show  two  members  who  received  Life 
Membership  pins  for  outstanding  service:  Mrs.  Walter  McCharen  and  Mrs.  Wilbert 
Black.  Mrs.  Arthur  Is  congratulating  each  recipient. 

Officers  of  UMW 
of  Memorial 
Church,  Matthews, 
were  Installed  on 
January  18  by  the 
Rev.  B.  Joseph 
Martin,  Pastor. 

They  are  (front 
row),  l-r:  Mrs.  B. 

Joseph  Martin,  Sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  Cecil  k* 

Harper.  President;  , 

Mrs.  Bobby  West, 

Christian  Person- 
hood  coordinator; 

(middle  row)  -  Mrs 
Tom  Woodruff, 

Nominations  Chair¬ 
person;  Mrs.  N.  J. 

Bananto,  Christian  Social  Involvement  coordlantor;  Mrs.  W.  O.  Foshee,  Supportive 
Community  coordinator;  and  Mrs.  Paul  Morris.  Vice  President.  Mrs.  Frank  Lococo, 
Treasurer  was  not  present  when  the  picture  was  taken.  The  Matthews  UMW  has  as 
Its  program  booklet  theme  for  the  year  “Freedom  -  With  the  Help  of  God."  In  keep ■ 
Ing  with  the  Bicentennial  Year. 


Louisiana  United  Methodists 
show  net  gain  of  1630  in  75 


Final  reports  from  all  the  churches 
revealed  a  net  gain  of  1,630  for  the 
calendar  year  1975.  Evangelism  was  one 
of  the  twin  emphases  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  for  the  period. 

Regrettably  this  fine  gain  will  not 
appear  in  national  statistics  till  next 
year.  National  United  Methodist  totals 


always  are  figured  on  the  basis  of  the 
combined  reports  of  all  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  meeting  throughout  the 
preceding  year.  In  other  words,  recently 
released  totals  are  actually  for  1974  as 
reported  at  the  1975  conferences.  Next 
year's  national  United  Methodist  totals 
should  reveal  a  much  improved  picture 
in  membership. 


Standing  In  front  of  the  historic  Gibson 
Church,  built  In  1849,  are  the  Pastor, 
Larry  D.  Robertson  with  some  members 
of  the  congregation:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stanley  Walther,  Owen  Walther,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Morgan,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
A.  Wilson. 

Branton  emphasized 
timetable  for  Conference 


Bishop’s  Message 

A  year  or  so  ago  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  asked  me  to  serve  on 
the  Division  of  Chaplains,  a  position  which  establishes  careful  liaison  relationships 
with  chaplains  scattered  over  the  world,  and  with  chaplains  of  many  other  faiths  and 
traditions  who  are  involved  in  similar  work.  Last  year  the  Division  asked  me  to 
conduct  retreats  in  the  Pacific  area,  and  I  was  pleased  to  have  this  privilege.  The 
work  was  hard  but  rewarding,  and  with  some  of  the  chaplains  I  continue  to 
correspond.  Again  the  Division  has  asked  for  mini-retreats  for  chaplains,  and  during 
the  first  two  weeks  in  February  these  spiritual  life  retreats  will  be  conducted  in 
Alaska,  Korea,  Japan,  Guam,  and  Hawaii.  The  12  to  15  hours  each  day  that  is  spent 
on  the  various  military  installations,  and  the  travel  with  its  inevitable  jet  lag,  will 
provide  16  days  of  heavy  work.  During  this  period  there  will  be  consultation  with 
many  of  the  664  chaplains  who  serve  in  various  capacities  and  in  many  different 
ways.  There  is  no  vacation  time  in  the  period.  Your  prayers  are  requested  that  your 
bishop  may  be  an  adequate  representative  of  "the  church  back  home"  to  these  men 
who  are  serving  so  admirably.  During  the  brief  absence  Dr.  Robert  Jamieson,  our 
Area  Provost,  will  be  able  to  answer  questions  and  handle  other  matters  in  the  of¬ 
fice,  and  Dr.  Ken  McDowell,  Chairman  of  the  Cabinet,  will  be  responsible  for 
leadership  in  the  entire  Cabinet  area.  I  continue  to  ask  for  your  prayers 
Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Black  United  Methodist  Circuit  Riders 


By  DR.  L.  L.  HAYNES,  JR. 

The  symbol  of  the  Circuit  Rider  is  one 
of  the  most  significant  and  prized 
possessions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Bicentennial  celebrations 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
encourages  us  to  reflect  and  give  homage 
to  the  men  who  traveled  on  horse  with 
saddlebag  until  they  brought  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  unchurched  and 
often  unloved 

Outstanding  among  the  Black  Circuit 
Riders  who  traveled  the  Louisiana 
Conference  with  pride  and  dignity  as  a 
child  of  God  was  the  Reverend  Scott 
Chinn.  This  outstanding  "prophet  of  the 
long  road”  gathered  souls  into 
congregations,  founded  churches  and 
"sang  a  people  from  wood  and  stone  to 
Christ." 

Scott  Chinn  was  bom  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky  in  the  year  1802.  He  was  later 
married  and  moved  to  Nashville,  Ten¬ 


nessee  in  1849.  Later  in  the  same  year  he 
was  sold  to  Judge  Robinson  of  New 
Orleans  and  began  preaching  at  the  age 
of  63. 

Scott  Chinn  served  the  following  ap¬ 
pointments:  Marais  Street,  1865-66;  La 
Harpe,  1867-70;  First  Street,  1871; 
Simpson,  1872-73;  La  Harpe,  1874; 
Thompson  chapel,  1875-76. 

In  1877  Scott  Chinn  retired  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  faithfully  at  Marais  Street 
Church,  later  named  Union  Chapel. 

On  Saturday,  June  17,  1882  the  faithful 
servant  of  Christ  in  the  tradition  of 
Francis  Asbury  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
80.  He  preached  the  "Glory  of  God  in  the 
face  of  Jesus  Christ”  first  to  Black  slaves 
and  after  the  Civil  War  to  the  newly  freed 
Black  people  of  New  Orleans. 

In  addition,  he  personally  brought  the 
legacy  of  the  Chinn  family  that  will  long 
be  remembered  for  her  favorite  "sons  in 
the  Gospel." 


Subscription  campaign  at  midway 


With  the  annual  subscription  campaign 
for  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  at  the  mid-way  mark,  a 
healthy  drive  is  indicated  throughout  the 
Conference.  Two  weeks  are  left  In  the 
campaign,  and  all  present  subscribers 
are  urged  to  renew  their  subscriptions 
immedlatley  with  their  pastor.  If  you 
have  not  been  given  a  renewal  envelope, 
please  use  the  form  in  this  newspaper, 
and  Include  your  label,  noting  any 
changes  in  address. 

A  word  of  encouragement  to  non- 
subscribers  would  help  to  bring  In  new 
subscriptions.  It  Is  essential  that  this 
year's  campaign  show  an  increase  In 
subscribers  so  that  the  paper  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  operate  in  the  “black."  The 
subscription  price  has  not  been  In¬ 
creased,  although  almost  all  magazines 
and  newspapers  are  increasing  their 
rates  because  of  increased  costs  of 
production  and  mailing. 

This  Is  your  Conference  newspaper.  We 
urge  you  to  support  It.  Already,  this  of¬ 
fice  has  received  subscriptions  from  five 


churches  which  are  on  the  “Every 
Family  Plan”  -  or  at  least  one  third  of 
their  membership.  Eros  Church,  Ruston 
District,  with  the  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson 
Pastor,  sent  In  21  subscriptions,  out  of  a 
total  membership  of  33!  Also,  two 
churches  so  far  In  the  Hammond  District 
have  joined  the  bandwagon:  Indepen¬ 
dence,  with  17  subscriptions;  Amite  with 
12S  —  and  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Lee  Is  congratulated! 

From  Monroe  District,  the  Oak  Grove 
Church  Is  reporting  119  subscriptions, 
according  to  their  Pastor,  Fred  Schwcn- 
dlmann,  And  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr., 
in  the  Ruston  District  has  sent  in  13 
subscriptions  from  Ansley,  Hearty  con¬ 
gratulations  to  these  pastors. 

This  is  a  challenge  and  an  Inspiration 
to  all  churches  In  all  of  the  Districts  to 
increase  their  subscription  lists  for  the 
benefit  and  service  of  members.  Keep 
Informed;  keep  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  on  your  sub¬ 
scription  list.  (Or  add  it  today!) 


“It  came  to  pass”  at  Southside  Church 

Christmas  photographs  continue  to  come  to  this  newspaper,  and  although  the 
Season  is  gone  for  one  year,  the  subject  Is  always  timely.  The  Youth  Christmas 
Pageant  at  Southside  Church,  Monroe,  entitled  "It  Came  to  Pass,"  was  presented  in 
the  Anna  Gray  Noe  Gym  of  the  church,  with  over  100  youth,  children  and  choirs 
taking  part  in  the  inspiring  prophecy.  Life  size  camels,  animals,  the  realistic 
manger  scene  helped  to  provide  the  setting.  More  than  400  persons  attended.  Youth 
Directors  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Boozer;  the  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  Pastor. 


Shown  here  are  young  people  of  Southside  Church  who  were  among  the  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  pageant:  (from  left)  Kathy  Noonan,  girl  angel;  Steve  Blankenship, 
Wise  Man;  Mark  Smith,  Shepherd:  Kevin  Hudson,  Shepherd;  Harold  Russell,  Wise 
Man;  and  Mary-Darlene  Warner. 
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••••.• Editorials  • 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


FEBRUARY  6,  1976 


Here  I  Stand 


Should  missionaries  be  involved  in  politics?  Salvation  Army  has  sprung 

from  Wesleyan  compassion 


Indignation  over  the  admission  by  the 
U.S.  Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA) 
of  its  practice  of  using  some  American 
missionaries  overseas  in  intelligence 
gathering  activities  is  nearly  unanimous 
across  the  church  (see  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

United  Methodists  from  the  theological 
right  and  left,  and  from  all  corners  of 
officialdom  have  spoken  out  in  unison: 
“Missionaries  and  the  CIA  have  no 
legitimate  business  to  conduct.”  Execu¬ 
tives  of  United  Methodism’s  chief 
missions  agency  have  stated  clearly  that 
any  missionary  who  cooperates  with  the 
CIA  will  be  recalled  and  dismissed. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  church,  we  are  left 
feeling  indignant  at  the  thought  that 
Christian  missionaries,  sent  overseas  by 
the  church  to  labor  in  Christian  witness, 
would  ever  become  tools  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  political  underworld.  We 
echo  the  sentiment  that  any  missionary 
who  is  found  acting  in  “American  in¬ 
terests”  rather  than  the  interests  of 
the  Christian  church  should  be  forced  to 
resign. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  we  find  it 
curious  that  our  top  executives  in  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM)  have 
chosen  to  deal  solely  with  the  issue  of 
CIA-missionary  involvement  rather  than 
the  entire  issue  of  political  involvement 
by  missionaries  overseas. 

Granting  that  the  CIA  is  an  American 
agency  —  presenting  unique  “conflict  of 
interest”  dilemmas  for  American 
missionaries  who  might  become  involved 
with  it  —  we  are  unable  to  see  why  it 
alone  is  singled  out  as  “off  limits.” 

Representatives  of  the  GBM  have  no 
small  history  of  political  involvement. 
Although  the  “official  unwritten”  policy 
is  said  to  be  “missionaries  should  avoid 
political  activity  when  at  all  possible,” 
we  must  assume  from  the  events  of 
recent  years  that  it  often  has  not  been 
possible.  In  South  Korea,  in  Southern 
Africa  and  in  various  nations  of  South 
America,  the  history  of  political  in¬ 
volvement  by  United  Methodist 
missionaries  speaks  for  itself. 

So,  if  we  accept  this  fact  of  missionary 
political  involvement,  where  does  it  lead 
us?  Definitely  not  to  a  total  across-the- 
board  condemnation  of  all  conceivable 
contact  between  missionaries  and  the 
CIA.  Surely  we  are  not  naive  enough  to 
assume  that  of  all  the  world’s  in¬ 
telligence  agencies  involved  in  the 
political  turmoil  of  the  third  world,  the 
CIA  stands  alone  as  an  agency  no 
Christian  group  should  deal  with.  Or  that 
as  we  “rub  shoulders”  with  “liberation” 
movements  and  their  backers  around  the 
world  there  can  be  no  chance  of  contact 
with  the  CIA. 

If  we  accept  the  notion  that  United 
Methodism  as  a  church  has  a  political 


"  IN  THE  NAME  OF  NATIONAL  SECURITY/  HELP  U$ 
FIND  WHO'*  CIRCULATING  THIS  RADICAL  BOOK." 


role  in  the  world,  we  cannot  determine 
who  should  or  should  not  be  a  part  of  that 
world.  But  must  we  accept  that  notion? 

Few  Christians  could  deny  that  in¬ 
dividuals  who  are  a  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  may  sometimes  find 
themselves  called  by  their  faith  to  make 
a  political  witness.  Missionaries,  as 
individuals,  are  no  less  likely  than  others 
to  feel  such  a  dictate  of  conscience.  The 
church  must  never  infringe  on  the  right 
of  these  individuals  to  speak  and  act  by 
their  Christian  conscience  in  the  political 
arena  or  otherwise. 

Quite  another  matter,  however,  is  the 
idea  that  missionaries  or  others  as 
representatives  of  an  entire  church  could 
feel  such  a  calling  —  not  as  individuals 
alone,  but  as  officials  of  the  church.  In 
the  same  way  that  individuals  must 
remain  free  to  witness  individually  as 
their  faith  leads  them,  the  church  must 
remain  free  to  minister  to  all  persons 
regardless  of  those  persons’  political 
viewpoints.  Such  a  ministry  is  seriously 
damaged  when  the  church,  as  a  church, 
allows  itself  to  become  entangled  in 
politics. 

While  statements  of  mission  executives 
on  involvement  with  the  CIA  are 
praiseworthy  for  what  they  say,  they  fall 
considerably  short  of  saying  all  they 
should.  A  policy  must  bedeveloped  which 
prohibits  not  only  official  church  in¬ 
volvement  with  the  CIA,  but  official 


church  backing  of  any  political  party  or 
movement  at  home  or  abroad. 

Only  through  such  a  policy  can  we 
remain  in  a  position  to  minister  as  a 
church  to  all  persons  with  the  credibility 
and  openness  needed  for  ministry. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  R.  K.  HEACOCK 
The  Living  Bible  Series  on  Mark,  page 
15,  refers  to  the  scribes  criticizing  Jesus 
for  mixing  with  tax  collectors  and  sin¬ 
ners  (Mk.  2:13-17).  The  author  of  the  text 
states  that  when  William  Booth  took  to 
London’s  East  slums,  he  was 
“reprimanded.”  Booth  finally  left  his 
Methodist  New  Connection  pulpit  and 
started  the  Salvation  Army.  The  author 
writes,  “Devoting  too  much  time  and 
work  to  the  least  and  lost  has  never  been 
popular.  Is  that  a  conflict  you  see  in  the 
church  today?” 

In  every  age  and  in  every  religious 
group  there  have  been  those  who  criticize 
ministers  and  laymen  who  “eat  with  tax 
gatherers  and  sinners.”  William  Booth  is 
to  be  praised  for  doing  what  the  best 
Christians  have  done  since  Jesus  set  the 
example.  Those  needing  reprimands  are 
those  who  don’t  love  people,  and 
therefore  cannot  truly  love  God,  or  even 
themselves. 

Those  unfriendly  toward  the  United 
Methodist  Church  may  be  tempted  to 
infer  that  the  Methodist  movement  from 
Booth’s  time  to  the  present  has  forsaken 
John  Wesley’s  compassion  for  the  poor 
and  needy  because  William  Booth  left  the 
Methodist  Chufch  to  form  the  Salvation 
Army.  In  unfriendly  hands  the  S.A. 
becomes  a  brick  to  hurl  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  A  survey  should 
precede  hurling. 

First,  the  Methodist  New  Connection 
was  an  offshoot  of  the  mother  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  as  of  1797.  It  existed 
for  110  years  until  1907.  William  Booth 


became  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  New 
Connection  in  1852,  and  he  left  his  pulpit 
in  1861  to  found  the  Salvation  Army. 
Those  who,  reprimanded  Booth  were 
Methodist  New  Connection  people,  not 
Wesleyan  Methodists.  Even  so,  there 
must  have  been  many  New  Connection 
members  who  had  compassion  for  the 
poor,  neglected,  and  lost.  No  branch  of 
Methodism  has  ever  lost  Wesley’s 
compassion  for  people.  The  volume  of 
compassion  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  not  surpassed  by  any  religious 
body. 

Second:  It  was  Jesus  who  influenced 
Wesley,  who  influenced  Booth,  to  work 
with  sinners  and  the  poor.  It  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  every  member  of  every 
church  does  not  respond  to  Jesus’  in¬ 
fluence.  It  is  probably  accurate  to  say 
that  the  amount  of  Christian  love  and 
compassion  varies  in  time  and  place,  but 
is  never  completely  lost.  The  M.E. 
Church,  South;  The  Methodist  Church; 
and  now  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
have  for  the  62  years  of  my  membership 
equalled  the  best  church  bodies  in 
Christiaan  compassion  and  social 
outreach.  The  list  of  services  is 
staggering.  For  example,  the  Friendship 
Center  is  a  child  of  Austin,  Texas 
Methodist  Churches,  and  Goodwill 
Industries  was  started  in  a  Methodist 
Church.  I’m  grateful  that  I  helped  both  to 
start  in  Austin.  Austin  Methodists  must 
have  given  millions  for  service  through 
Methodist  channels  throughout  the 
world.  Methodists  help  keep  the 
Salvation  Army  operating.  The  United 


R.  K.  Heacock 


Fund  and  other  services  know  Methodist 
money.  Have  1975  Methodists  lost 
Wesley’s  compassion? 

Third:  Jesus  predicted,  “I  assure  you 
that  the  man  who  believes  in  me  will  do 
the  same  things  that  I  have  done;  yes, 
and  he  will  do  even  greater  things  than 
these.  .  .”  [John  14:12],  Does  He  not  see 
His  predictions  being  fulfilled?  Any 
slowdown  or  blocking  of  His  work  comes 
from  1975  critics  whose  selfishness  and 
inhumanity  resemble  that  of  the  sneering 
scribes  of  32  and  1861  A.D.  They  are  the 
ones  who  shout,  “Back  to  the  ‘ole  time 
religion’ .  .  .  ‘the  good  ole  days’ .  .  .  and 
‘quit  preachin  politics  and  preach  the 
Bible’  ”  when  the  church  rolls  up  its 
sleeves  to  create  a  world  where  the  poor 
become  self-supporting,  and  will  stay 
well  because  of  ‘the  ounce  of  prevention’, 
and  sinners  become  saints. 

Fourth:  The  Salvation  Army  is  in  a 
real  sense  a  product  of  the  Methodist 
Movement.  So  are  Goodwill  Industries 
and  many  other  services.  The  Salvation 
Army  is  not  a  brick  to  heave  at  The 
United  Methodist  Church;  it  is  a  helpful 
part  of  the  building  called  The  Kingdom 
of  God. 

“ Here  I  Stand ”  Is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  R.  K. 
Heacock,  is  a  retired  United  Methodist 
Minister  from  Austin,  Texas.  He  attends 
Westlake  United  Methodist  Church  there, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference. 


Diaconate  is  important  to  the  ministry 


TM/UMR  welcomes  new  editions: 
five  conferences,  four  locals 


With  this  Issue,  nearly  20,000  families 
In  five  annual  conferences  and  In  four 
local  churches  begin  receiving 
regionalized  and  or  localized  editions  of 
The  Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter  (TM/  UMR). 

New  conference  editions,  along  with 
the  number  of  subscribers  in  each  con¬ 
ference,  are  as  follows:  Central  New 
York  Conference,  4,609;  Northern  New 
York  Conference,  2,600;  Kentucky 
Conference,  4,181;  Louisville  Conference, 
8,373;  and  Redblrd  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference,  111.  The  three  Kentucky  Area 
conferences  will  publish  as  a  single  area 
edition,  and  the  two  New  York  con¬ 
ferences  will  publish  as  separate 
editions. 

These  new  conference  editions  — 
which  feature  conference  news  on  Page 
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1,  plus  three  pages  of  general  news, 
features  and  opinion  related  to  United 
Methodists  -  bring  to  30  the  number  of 
conferences  for  which  TM/  UMR  serves 
as  the  official  publication. 

New  local  church  editions,  along  with 
their  number  of  subscribers,  are  as 
follows:  Centenary  UMC,  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  867  (Kentucky  Conference); 
Settle  Memorial  UMC,  Owensboro,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  667  (Louisville  Conference); 
Woodlawn  UMC,  Derby,  Kansas,  287 
(Kansas  West  Conference);  and  Wesley 
UMC,  Dover,  Delaware,  1,100  (Peninsula 
Conference )  .■  Each  of  these  local  church¬ 
es  will  receive  local  church  news  each 
week  as  a  part  of  Its  TM/UMR  edition. 
Addition  of  these  editions  brings  to  176 
the  total  number  of  local  churches 
TM/UMR  It  serves  In  this  way, 

We  believe  that  our  new  conference 
and  local  church  readers  will  benefit 
from  this  weekly  flow  of  information 
about  the  church  Into  their  homes,  They 
are  encouraged  to  join  our  other  readers 
In  contributing  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 
and  other  forms  of  reader  “feedback” 
which  we  regularly  solicit. 

Our  continuing  readers  also  will 
benefit  from  these  new  TM/  UMR 
editions.  New  circulation  such  as  this 
serves  to  offset  a  major  portion  of  the 
constantly  increasing  costs  of  printing 
and  mailing  all  editions. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  programs  and  ministries 
of  local  churches  and  annual  conferences 
may  be  made  known;  to  provide  fast, 
accurate  news  and  analysis  at  the 
regional,  national  and  world  levels  from 
a  United  Methodist  perspective;  and  to 
provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange  of 
opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in 
many  parts  of  the  nation  is  possible 
because  United  Methodists  are  a  diverse 
people  who  are,  nevertheless,  united  by 
common  concerns  regardless  of  their 
geographical  locations.  By  changing  a 
few  articles,  and  occasionally  entire 
pages,  we  have  found  that  we  can  serve 
the  church  in  many  different  areas 
without  diminishing  our  services  to  those 
areas  which  have  developed  the  Ideas 
and  the  realities  known  as  The  Texas 
Methodist  and  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  With  this  issue,  TM/  UMR  will 
visit  nearly  345,000  United  Methodist 
homes. 

To  our  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome."  To  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church  we  say :  "Thank  you 
for  continuing  to  read  your  edition  of 
TM/  UMR.” 


To  the  Editor 
Only  by  a  very  slim  majority  has  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  to  Study 
the  Ministry  decided  to  recommend  to 
the  coming  General  Conference  the 
retention  of  deacon's  orders  for  United 
Methodist  ministers.  Having  served  on 
the  sub-committee  on  ordination  services 
for  the  1946  and  1964  official  Ritual  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  I  have  studied  with 
special  care  our  American  Methodist 
understanding  of  ordination  and  out  of 
this  wish  to  protest  any  retreat  from  the 
diaconate  in  United  Methodism,  I  write. 

Even  if  we  extend  the  diaconate  to 
include  lay  workers  of  United 
Methodism,  no  minister  should  be  or¬ 
dained  elder  who  has  not  also  first  made 
a  perpetual  covenant  to  Christian  service 
as  expressed  in  deacon's  orders.  A 
deacon  is  one  who  has  made  a  lifelong 
commitment  to  serve  God’s  church  and 
His  people  in  any  and  all  ways  possible. 

Deacons  are  servers,  by  definition.  No 
United  Methodist  minister  should  be 
ordained  to  any  sacramental  ministry 
who  has  not  first  solemnly  engaged  to 
give  a  life  to  service.  Pastors  know  that 
ninety  or  even  more  percent  of  their 
ministry  is  the  exercise  of  their  deacon’s 
orders,  ranging  all  the  way  from  raising 
money,  visiting  people,  caring  for 
property,  doing  office  work,  and  num¬ 
berless  other  sorts  of  pragmatic  as  well 
as  spiritual  service.  Elder's  orders  never 
cancel  this  commitment  to  serve  as 
deacons  of  the  church,  any  more  than  a 
master's  degree  cancels  a  bachelor's 
degree,  Nobody  Is  less  a  deacon  by  being 
also  an  elder. 

American  Methodists  have  an  ad¬ 
diction  to  change  that  sometimes 
becomes  iconoclastic.  The  elimination  of 
our  diaconate  would  be  a  needless 
departure  from  the  catholic  heritage  we 
share  as  Scriptural  Christians.  We  might 
ordain  laity  to  be  deacons,  but  that  need 
not  mean,  should  not  mean,  that  our 
clergy  are  not  deacons  too.  The  diaconate 
is  Important  to  ministry  I 

William  F,  Dunkle,  Jr, 
Wilmette,  Illinois 
Debate  aver  Chile 
in  internal  matter 
To  the  Editor: 

I  came  out  of  Santiago,  Chile  the  last 
day  of  November  after  face  to  face 
contact  with  those  paying  the  price  of 
faithful  Christian  witness  against  their 


LORD,  MAY  OUR 
CHURCH  PUT 
FEET  ID  OUK 
PRAYERS 


CHALLENGE  U4  TO 
GREATER  DEDICA¬ 
TION  AND  LET  IT 
START  WITH  ME 


LOOK,  LORD- 
I'VE  OOT  ALL 
1  CAN  VO 
ALREADY 


about  the  attitude  of  Chilean  Methodists, 
they  should  have  invited  the  other  two 
men  who  bear  or  have  borne  the  title  of 
"bishop”  in  that  church. 

The  Chilean  Methodist  Church  has  an 
ex-bishop  (term  episcopacy),  Raymond 
Valenzuela;  the  present  bishop,  Juan 
Vasquez;  and  the  retired  bishop,  Pedro 
Zottele. 

They  hold  three  different  positions  with 
regard  to  the  present  cruelties  in  their 
nation. 

The  debate  Is  not  between  the  church  in 
Chile  and  the  board  In  New  York.  It  Is 
within  that  distressed  nation  and  church. 

Dow  Kirkpatrick 
Lima,  Peru 

LayperHorm  needed  on 
Boards  of  Ministry 
To  the  Editor: 

As  noted  In  the  article  on  clergy  ethics 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  23)  Boards  of  Ministry 
are  reluctant  to  discipline  one  of  their 
own.  I  think  a  partial  solution  would  be  to 
Include  laity  on  those  Boards.  They  could 
help  demand  accountability,  while 
presenting  the  development  of  an 
ingrown  and  self-centered  professional¬ 
ism  found  among  other  professions, 
Besides,  the  laity  make  up  the  majority 
of  the  church.  Why  shouldn't  they  have  a 
say  in  who  their  leaders  will  be? 

I  am  sending  some  petltltons  to 
General  Conference  on  this  subject. 
Maybe  others  will  want  to  do  the  same. 
Douglas  Denton 
Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 


demonic  government.  A  few  days  later  I  Better  bring  dictionary! 
read  in  your  Dec.  5  issue  of  the  hearing 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  from  retired 
Bishop  Pedro  Zottele  of  the  Chilean 
Methodist  Church. 

If  the  U.S.  bishops  wish  to  be  informed 


United  Methodists  can  understand  it. 
Among  its  undeniable  contributions  to 
church  life  will  be  a  greater  longing  for 
plain  English,  thoughts  clearly  phrased 
and  capable  Interpreters  for  such 
examples  of  "unknown  tongues"  as 
proceed  from  the  mouths  of  these  new 
"wise  men  from  the  east." 

To  make  the  huge  task  that  your 
editorial  urges  upon  us  somewhat 
possible  —  to  read  and  use  this  "Boston 
Affirmation"  together  with  the  at  least 
understandable  statements  of  the 
"evangelicals”  —  may  I  recommend  that 
webring  not  only  our  Bibles,  our  "United 
Methodist  Social  Principles,"  and 
available  theological  treatises,  but  a 
good  complete  dictionary  as  well.  For  I 
truly  believe  that  these  Boston  brethren 
have  something  to  say  —  If  only  I  could 
comprehend,  after  five  readings  what  It 
Is.  L.  Gerald  Burrus 

Boulder,  Colorado 

Articles  too  ‘ alarming ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

With  all  due  respect  we  wish  to  Inform 
you  we  are  no  longer  Methodists  and 
please  ask  that  you  discontinue  sending 
this  paper  to  our  home, 

Two  years  ago  our  family  met  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  We  have  accepted  Him  as 
Lord  of  our  life  and  Savior  individually 
and  as  a  family  unit,  In  growing  Into 
Christian  maturity  through  the  Word  of 
God,  we  find  many  articles  alarming, 
damaging  to  God's  Word  and  very 
disheartening  to  a  born-again  Christian. 

In  this  light  we  have  also  left  the 
Methodist  Church  In  our  village  and  have 
found  spiritual  fulfillment  in  a  full  gospel 


To  the  Editor: 

The  publication  of  the  "Boston  Affir¬ 
mation  .  .  (TM/  UMR,  Jan,  23)  was  a 
service,  I  think  to  the  church,  if  only  we 


We  pray  you  will  understand  and 
discontinue  sending  us  any  of  these 
papers.  The  Neal  Anderson  family 
Winnebago,  Illinois 

Pluralism  ‘ worldly ’ 

To  the  Editor : 

In  response  to  Rev.  Larry  Eisenberg's 
article  “What  are  the  limits  of 
pluralism”  (TM/  UMR, Dec.  26),  1  found 
Christ’s  message  for  my  personal  an¬ 
swer.  The  anchor  point  for  my  life-style 
is  His  message,  Matt.  7:13-14:  "Enter  ye 
in  at  the  strait  gate:  for  wide  is  the  gate 
and  broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to 
destruction,  and  many  there  be  which  go 
in  thereat :  Because  strait  is  the  gate,  and 
narrow  is  the  way  which  leadeth  unto 
life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it." 

The  message  for  me  is  clear:  I  cannot 
depend  on  my  own  personal  desires  for 
guiding  me  in  the  ways  of  Christ.  I  must 
find  God's/  Christ's  plan  for  me  outside 
my  emotional  desires  which  lead  me 
toward  pleasing  my  five  senses  or  my 
appetite.  Being  my  own  guide  leads  me  to 
a  life-style  of  luxurious  and  voluptous 
living  which  is  self-centered,  and  finally, 
evil  and  lewd.  I  learned  that  I  could  only 
find  God/  Christ  In  my  life  through  my 
Inner  self  in  relation  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
There  is  no  other  way. 

In  time,  through  study  of  the  Bible  and 
not  depending  on  others  to  say  what  was 
best  for  me,  I  overcame  my  confusion 
and  found  that  the  pluralistic  way  was 
the  way  of  the  world,  and  the  ways  of  the 
world  were  the  ways  of  the  devil, 

J.  Fred  Alvls 
Dallas,  Texas 

Editorial  remarkable 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  January  2  issue  of  TM/  UMR  had 
a  most  remarkable  and  outstanding 
editorial  entitled,  "Rediscovering  basics 
of  faith  is  our  most  urgont  priority,"  You 
and  your  staff  are  to  be  most  highly 
commended  for  this  courageous  stand  for 
really  basic  principles  of  Methodism. 

This  editorial  Is  worthy  of  being  ver¬ 
bally  read  at  every  Administrative 
Board  and  to  every  congregation  of  our 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Apart  from  these  motivations  of 
Christian  faith  and  personal  experience 
of  "the  reality  of  God's  love  and  how  He 
has  changed  our  lives,"  all  of  our  social 
pronouncements  are  of  no  greater 
significance  than  the  resolutions  of  a 
class  in  sociology.  Ear,  A  olson 

Venice,  Florida 


Crime  and  justice  myths 

‘Crime  Index 9  does  not  tell  story 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  high  and  in¬ 
creasing  volume  of  crime  in  the  United 
States  is  producing  great  anxiety  among 
Christians  and  citizens  generally. 
Unfortunately,  much  of  the  current 
discussion  is  based  on  popular  misin¬ 
formation.  If  we  are  to  find  and  adopt 
real  solutions  we  must  know  the  present 
realities  of  crime  and  justice,  not  merely 
the  widespread  illusions  of  people  who 
have  not  seriously  studied  the  facts.  In 
the  coming  months  TM-UMR  will  present 
a  series  of  brief  articles  directed  to  this 
need.  This  Is  the  first  in  the  series. 

ByL.  HAROLD  DEWOLF 

Myth:  The  Federal  Bureau  of 
“Investigation  keeps  records  and  reports 
regularly  on  the  kinds  of  crime,  called 
Index  crimes,  which  take  most  life  and 
property.  Those  crimes  are  the  ones 
about  which  Christian  people  should  be 
most  concerned. 

Reality:  The  FBI  does  regularly  report 
figures  on  seven  kinds  of  serious  crime  — 
criminal  homicide,  forcible  rape, 
aggravated  assault,  robbery,  burglary, 
automobile  theft  and  larceny-theft.  But 
the  one  crime  of  drunken  driving  kills 


more  people  than  all  Index  crimes 
combined.  Fraud  and  embezzlement 
take  more  property  than  all  the  Index 
crimes.  Yet  the  FBI  does  not  include 
drunken  driving  nor  fraud  nor  em¬ 
bezzlement  in  its  periodic  reports  on 
trends  in  serious  crime. 

If  we  are  truly  concerned  about  the 
lives  of  people  and  the  security  of  their 
peoperty,  should  not  these  crimes  which 
kill  the  most  people  and  take  the  most 
property  have  a  high  priority  in  our  at¬ 
tention?  Should  we  have  a  special  moral 
concern  about  the  white  colar  crimes 
which  are  more  often  committed  by 
church  members  and  their  friends  than 
are  the  Index  crimes? 

Substance  drawn  from  the  book  WHAT 
AMERICANS  SHOULD  DO  ABOUT  CRIME  by  L. 
Harold  DeWolt,  to  be  published  by  Harper  and 
row  In  March,  1976  ($2.95).  Documentation  of 
facts  appears  In  his  larger  book  CRIME  AND 
JUSTICE  IN  AMERICA:  A  PARADOX  OF 
CONSCIENCE  (Harper  and  Row,  Fall,  1975;  $15). 
Research  and  writing  of  both  books  were  assisted 
by  an  expense  grant  from  the  National 
Endowment  lor  the  Humanities.  Ideas  expressed 
do  not  necessarily  represent  views  of  the 
Endowment  Used  here  by  special  copyright 
permission  of  Harper  and  Row,  Publishers. 


Classified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertialn*  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  HO 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  HUl  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Par'-..  1550 

Alice  St.,  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

BIBLE  LANDS  JOURNEY:  17  days,  April  19. 

1976.  Greece.  Jordan,  Israel,  plus  1V4  days  In 
Zurich.  $1499  from  San  Francisco,  $1327  from 

New  York.  Write  for  brochure:  Tour  hosts. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  Paul  Coleman,  P.  0.  Box  2372, 
Castro  Valley.  Cal.  94548. 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  FIJI.  1 

TAHITI:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux.  experienced 
escorts.  Invite  you  to  Join  them.  Three  weeks  In 

May  1978.  Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev,  Ed 
Laux.  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas.  Texas  78214. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  Ufel  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  can- 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

FOR  SALE.  SPRING  "76:  Rodgers  800  3- 
manual  o-gan,  1988.  excellent  condition  — 
$12,000,  replacing  with  pipes.  1205  Dolley 
Madison  Blvd.,  McLean,  Va.  22101,  (703)-366- 
3312. 

medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  o'  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  8487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  698-2410. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  V  peclallxe  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery,  408 

WANTED:  Glass  or  plastic  shade 

S.  College.  Waxahachle,  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3860. 

deller.  Cylindrical  shape  with  spherical  end, 
amber  color.  Several  diameters  (5-10  Inches) 
i  needed.  Call  (301)-839-2464  If  definitely  know 

supplier-manufacturer,  or  write  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  3,  Havre  de 
Grace.  Md.  21078. 

1  1976  INVEST  YOURSELF.  31st  annual  listing 

of  voluntary  service  opportunities.  $1 M  from 

The  Commission  On  Voluntary  Service  li 
Action.  Room  1700A,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  New 

York.  N.Y.  10027. 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your 
congregation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller.  United 
Churcn  Directories.  Box  7732,  Waco,  Texas 
78710. 

LIKE  NEW!  Model  7278  Pitney  Bowes  ad¬ 
dresser-printer.  Addresses  envelopes,  letters, 
etc.  Will  seU  for  $3,000  —  can  arrange  terms  to 
suit.  Call  Conference  Treasurer’s  office:  (913)- 
272-9111. 

'  BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 

i  yean  in  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 

testimonials  sent  on  request.  4 12- A  South  St. 

BIBLE  BY  VOICE:  Entire  King  James  and 
Living  Bible  (also  In  Spanish).  Cassette.  $4.95i 

New  Testament  as  low  as  $59.  Suite  103,  611 
Ryan  Plaza  Dr.,  Arlington,  Texas  76102. 

FEBRUARY  6,  1976 


Methodist  leader  in  Angolian  factions 


The  leaders  of  the  three  competing  liberation  factions  in  Angola,  in  terms  of  their 
personal  backgrounds,  have  a  great  deal  in  common.  All  three  men  were  educated 
in  Protestant  mission  schools  and  are  said  to  have  retained  affiliations  with  their 
churches. 

Dr.  Agostinho  Neto,  54,  heads  the  Popular  Movement  for  the  Liberation  of  Angola 
[MPLA]  and  is  president  of  the  People’s  Republic  of  Angola,  which  MPLA 
proclaimed  when  Angola  became  independent  last  Nov.  11.  Dr.  Neto,  shown  in  photo 
addressing  a  rally  in  Luanda  in  late  December,  is  the  son  of  a  Methodist  minister, 
attended  mission  schools  and  was  given  a  scholarship  from  the  Methodist  Church  to 
study  medicine  in  Portugal. 

Holden  Roberto,  52,  is  a  third  generation  Christian  whose  father  was  a  Baptist  lay 
preacher.  He  heads  a  competing  liberation  faction  in  Angola,  the  National  Front  for 
Liberation  of  Angola  [FNLA]. 

Joining  the  FNLA  in  a  fragile  alliance  against  the  MPLA  is  the  National  Union  for 
the  Total  Independence  of  Angola  [UNITA].  Its  head  is  Dr.  Jonas  Savinibi,  52,  a 
member  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ.  His  father  was  a  lay  evangelist. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Women’s  political 
involvement  grows 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  —  There  is  hardly  a 
political  issue  without  moral  or  ethical 
implications,  says  a  United  Methodist 
woman  whose  main  job  is  keeping  a 
watchful  eye  on  Congress  for  the  church. 

To  spot  those  implications  and  influ¬ 
ence  those  issues,  more  and  more  United 
Methodist  Women  (UMW)  around  the 
country  are  flocking  to  legislative  events 
each  election  year. 

“We  the  People  -  1976”  will  be  the 
theme  of  three  such  events  this  year, 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  women’s  division  for 
representatives  from  the  denomination’s 
annual  conference  UMW  units.  The 
events  will  focus  on  foreign  affairs  and 
U.S.  food  policy  as  they  affect  women’s 
concerns,  economic  justice  and  human 
rights.  Coordinating  them  will  be  the 
division’s  “watchdog,”  legislative  af¬ 
fairs  staffperson  Joyce  Hamlin. 

And  in  Oklahoma  City  Feb.  1-3,  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  UMW  hosted 
their  own  training  event  called  “Human 
Needs  and  Legal  Rights  —  Liberty  and 
Justice  for  Whom?”  with  women’s 
division  co-sponsorship.  The  purpose, 
said  task  force  chairperson  Jean  Gard,  of 
Chesterfield,  Mo.,  was  “to  enable  women 
to  develop  tools  to  effect  social  change 
through  the  legislative  process.” 

Such  events  are  short  on  high-sounding 
oratory  and  long  on  practical  helps,  Ms. 
Hamlin  told  TM/  UMR.  The  Oklahoma 
event,  for  example,  featured  “how  to” 


workshops  on  talking  to  and  influencing 
legislators,  running  for  office,  forming 
pressure  groups  and  putting  on  your  own 
legislative  training  day  —  as  well  as  talks 
by  and  visits  with  legislators  themselves. 

Congresswoman  Martha  Keys  of 
Kansas  keynoted  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  event,  discussing  among 
other  things  why  the  church  and  church- 
women  should  become  involved  in 
politics. 

That’s  still  a  good  question  for  some 
churchpersons,  Ms.  Hamlin  says.  But 
concern  in  religious  communities  about 
political  issues  is  definitely  growing,  she 
believes.  More  letters  about  hunger  have 
crossed  congressional  desks  than  did 
letters  about  Watergate,  she  noted,  many 
of  them  directly  attributable  to  church- 
focused  campaigns. 

Peace,  ecology,  population  and  welfare 
are  also  issues  that  churches  and  church- 
persons  can  and  do  key  in  on  in¬ 
creasingly. 

Legislative  training  events,  which 
began  in  1972,  are  well-attended,  she 
says,  and  they  pay  off.  Local  UMW  units 
have  cooperated  with  the  League  of 
Women  voters  and  Common  Cause  to 
stage  candidates’  nights.  Many  have  set 
up  programs  for  monitoring  legislators 
and  “holding  them  to  their  promsies.” 

Ms.  Hamlin’s  office  works  closely  with 
Impact,  an  interreligious  information 
service,  to  keep  churchpersons  informed 
on  current  political  issues,  primarily 
through  a  bulletin  called  “Action  Alert.” 


Petitions  define  UMC 
co-op  parish  ministries 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodlit 
Church  convene!  April  27-May  8  In 
Portland,  Oregon.  The  following  U  the 
■lath  In  a  (erln  of  artlclei  In  which 
TM/  UMR  tummarliei  a  major  Issue  to 
face  the  delegate!. 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

"Cooperative  pariah  mintatrtea" 
already  exlat  In  aome  annual  conference! 
of  the  United  Method!!!  Church.  But  the 
United  Methodlit  Rural  Fellowship 
(UMRF)  will  aik  the  1076  General 
Conference  to  define  thoie  mlnlitrlea  and 
build  In  unified  lupport  for  them  acron 
the  denomination. 

Creative  cooperative  mlnlitrlea  can  go 
a  long  way  toward  ahorlng  up  all  small- 
memberahlp  churches,  not  Juat  rural 
onei,  the  Fellowihlp  contend!  —  and  86 
percent  of  all  United  Methodlit  churchei 
fall  In  that  category,  with  fewer  than  300 
members. 

That’s  why  UMRF'i  19  petitions  to 
General  Conference  will  Include  a  whole 
new  section  on  “Parish  Development  and 
Cooperative  Parish  Ministries”  for  the 
denomination's  "Book  of  Discipline." 

;  Such  legislation,  maintains  UMRF 
president  Rev.  Glenn  Biddle  of  Jackson, 
Ohio,  would  clear  up  existing  confusion 
about  the  relatively  new  models  of 
ministry.  And  It  would  give  them  a 
unified  structure  from  conference  to 
conference.  "We  need  to  know  what 
we’re  talking  about  when  we  say 
cooperative  parish  ministries.  What  Is 
cooperative?  What  is  a  parish?  This 
spells  it  out." 

1  Small-membership  churches  would 
benefit  but  so  would  the  whole  church, 
Mr.  Biddle  says,  from  another  UMRF 
proposal:  creation  of  a  Commission  on 
Parish  and  Community  Development  In 
every  annual  conference  under  the 
conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
■  The  commissions  would  be  mandatory, 
giving  them  clout  for  home  missions 
concerns  that  they  haven't  had  since 
such  commissions  became  optional  at  the 
merging  General  Conference  in  1968. 
Currently  some  conferences,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  have  no  Town  and  Country 
Ministries  committees  (geared  to 
churches  In  communities  of  less  than 
50,000)  at  all,  he  noted. 

The  conference  commissions  would 
oversee  the  work  of  committees  on  urban 
town  and  country,  church  and  com¬ 
munity  and  other  special  ministries  — 
“recognizing  that,  while  we  are  one 


church,  we  are  also  different  In  culture 
and  have  different  needa  for  ministry," 

Chances  of  getting  stronger  legislation 
aimed  at  small-memberihlp  churches 
are  uncertain,  Mr.  Biddle  believes.  “It 
will  go  through  if  delegates,  urban  and 
rural  alike,  take  the  perspective  that  the 
total  church  will  benefit  when  we  unify 
our  understanding  of  parish  develop¬ 
ment.  Small-membership  churches  are 
not  only  found  in  rural  areas.  We  would 
hope  this  kind  of  structure  would  also 
help  the  minority  churches,  for  In¬ 
stance." 

A  cooperative  parish  ministry  Is 
Identified  ai  "two  or  more  local  churches 
or  pastoral  charges  which,  because  of 
geographical  location  or  particular  need, 
coordinate  program  and  organization  to 
fulfill  a  ministry  to  all  people  In  the 
area.” 

The  legislation  calls  for  cooperative 
ministry  as  one  type  of  parish 
development,  which  It  says  Is  the  "In¬ 
tentional  process  of  enabling 
congregations"  to  minister  more  ef¬ 
fectively  to  the  needs  of  the  people  In 
their  area. 

Other  UMRF  petitions  would  restore 
the  name  "steward"  for  local  church 
officials,  simplify  organizational 
requirements  for  local  churches  and 
provide  for  election  of  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  committee  members  in  three- 
year  classes. 


Judge  won’t  bow 
to  atheist 

DETROIT  (EP)  —  A  common  pleas 
court  judge  in  Wayne  County  here 
says  atheist  Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair 
will  have  to  sue  him  before  he’ll  stop 
holding  prayer  services  in  his  court¬ 
room. 

Judge  Frederick  Byrd  has  held  noon 
Bible  study  classes  and  rosary 
devotions  in  his  courtroom  for  20 
years  and  won’t  stop  now. 

“I’m  calling  her  bluff,”  Byrd  told  a 
reporter.  “These  services  have  been 
going  on  since  long  before  I  became  a 
judge  and  I  see  no  reason  to  end 
them.” 

Mrs.  O’Hair  wrote  the  judge  warn¬ 
ing  that  his  activities  were  “wholly 
illegal  and  unconstitutional,  being  an 
impermissible  admixture  of  state  and 
church.” 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Membership  trend  study  results  in 
request  for  evangelism  emphasis 


Bv SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  A  request  that 
evangelism  become  a  third  major  em¬ 
phasis  along  with  hunger  and  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  during  the  next 
four  years  was  developed  here  last  week 
in  response  to  a  new  church  membership 
study. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
evangelism,  worship  and  stewardship 
section  of  the  Board  of  Disci pleship  said 
the  denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  is  ignoring  the 
request  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches  for  an 
emphasis  on  evangelism.  The  Rev. 
Edward  Duncan,  Lake  Orion,  Mich., 
chairperson  of  the  executive  committee, 
said  the  GCOM  has  paid  “lip-service”  to 
evangelism,  but  has  budgeted  on  the 
basis  of  past  history. 


Mr.  Duncan  said  he  fully  supports  the 
other  two  emphases,  but  believes  the 
Gospel  imperative  demands  the  addition 
of  evangelism  to  give  balance  to  a  "two- 
legged  stool." 

The  request  will  go  first  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  executive  •  committee  and 
then  to  the  GCOM  in  March  along  with 
the  request  that  evangelism  qualify  for 
Advance  Special  giving  and/  or  W’orld 
Service.  If  GCOM  does  not  add 
evangelism,  the  committee  members 
will  forward  the  request  as  a  petition  to 
the  1976  General  Conference. 

Not  losing,  just  not  gaining 

Members  expressed  shock  in  response 
to  the  presentation  of  the  new  mem¬ 
bership  trend  study,  which  indicated  that 
38.3  percent  of  all  United  Methodist 
churches  did  not  receive  anyone  by 
profession  of  faith  in  1973,  and  that  65.8 
percent  of  all  churches  received  four  or 


Church  guidelines  on 
charismatics  approved 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  A  set  of  “guidelines” 
for  United  Methodists  who  have  and  who 
have  not  had  “charismatic  experiences” 
was  adopted  here  for  referral  to  General 
Conference  by  the  executive  committee 
of  the  section  on  evangelism,  worship 
and  stewardship  of  the  (Board  of 
Discipleship  (BOD),  after  extended 
debate. 

Sharp  differences  of  opinion  erupted 
over  two  papers  originally  planned  for 
inclusion  with  the  guidelines  as  an 
overall  church  “position  statement  on 
the  charismatic  movement.”  A 
statement  was  requested  by  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference  in  1972  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
to  develop. 

The  Rev.  W.  Kenneth  Pyles,  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  W.  Va.,  charged  that  the 
theological  statement  by  Dr.  Robert 
Tuttle,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  and  the  socio¬ 


cultural  statement  by  the  Rev.  Ross 
Whetstone,  BOD  staffer,  Nashville,  were 
not  representative  of  either  the  board  or 
of  United  Methodists  as  a  whole. 

He  said  they  were  really  “apologetic 
statements  by  two  charismatics  trying  to 
explain  the  movement  under  the  guise  of 
a  statement  for  the  whole  church.” 

Mr.  Whetstone  admitted  that  the  bias 
in  the  task  force  which  had  worked  on  the 
document  for  the  last  18  months  was  to 
avoid  negative  inferences  and  im¬ 
plications  of  the  “charismatic 
movement”  —  the  re-emphasis  on  the 
importance  of  spiritual  gifts  which  began 
about  1960. 

The  committee  concluded  by  adopting 
an  introductory  statement  and 
“guidelines.”  and  strengthening  the 
emphasis  on  eviery  Christian  as  a 
receiver  of  charismatic  gifts,  but  the  two 
statements  will  go  along  “for  in¬ 
formation  only." 


less  persons  on  profession  of  faith  that 
year. 

Cited  as  being  a  highly  correlated 
factor  by  the  study,  is  the  reduction  by 
almost  50  percent  (43.3%)  since  1949  of 
the  general  church  dollar  invested  in 
evangelism  and  Christian  education,  the 
local  church  functions  most  closely 
related  to  membership. 

The  statistical  analysis  of  church 
membership  trends,  first  requested  by 
the  1968  General  Conference,  was 
presented  to  the  executive  committee  by 
the  researcher,  Dr.  Warren  Hartman, 
assistant  general  secretary  in  the  local 
church  section  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Nashville. 

The  common  complaint  that  “we’re 
losing  so  many  members  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church”  is  not  only  untrue,  but 
also  misleading,  according  to  the  study  of 
trends  between  1949-1975. 

“The  real  problem  is  we’re  not  at¬ 
tracting  new  members,”  Dr.  Warren 
Hartman,  who  prepared  the  research 
report,  told  the  group. 

“The  sharp  reduction  in  the  number  of 
persons  received  by  profession  of  faith 
since  1965  accounts  for  a  larger  portion  of 
the  decline  in  church  membership  than 
the  combined  total  of  decreases  through 
death,  transfer  or  removal  by  charge 
conference  action,”  Dr.  Hartman  con¬ 
cluded. 

Losses  stable 

Examination  of  these  three  standard 
ways  that  persons  are  removed  from 
UMC  membership  indicates  the 
following  facts: 

•  The  number  removed  by  transfer  to 
other  denominations  has  been  relatively 
constant  since  1949  and  does  not  account 
for  overall  change  in  membership.  The 
figure  has  moved  from  a  high  of  261,000 
persons  per  year  during  the  peak 
membership  years  of  1957-64  and 
dropped  by  33  percent  to  173,500  in  the 
current  quadrennium.  Further,  the 
number  received  by  transfers  in  from 
other  denominations  is  about  equal  to  the 
number  transferred  out. 


On  clergy  ethics,  leaders  say- 


‘Ministry  boards  should  set  guides’ 


The  total  number  removed  by  death 
has  remained  fairly  constant  since  1961, 
but  the  death  rate  has  been  moving  up 
ever  since  1949.  This  indicates  an  aging 
church  membership  and  suggests  an 
increase  in  the  number  removed  by 
death  can  be  expected  in  the  future. 

•  Removal  of  members  by  charge 
conference  action  has  increased  “some” 
since  1969,  but  has  remained  relatively 
constant  —  645,000-677,000  annually  — 
since  1957,  the  first  year  this  record  was 
kept  by  the  former  Methodist  Church. 

Related  causes/effects 

Five  “highly  correlated  trends”  are 
described  as  probably  having  sorre 
cause  and  effect  relationship  on  the  net 
loss  of  over  a  million  members  since 
1965: 

•  Reduction  of  financial  support  and  a 
shift  in  program  emphasis  at  both  the 
general  church  and  annual  conference 
levels  for  evangelism  and  Christian 
education; 

•  An  increasing  dependence  on  the 
church  school  for  membership  growth 
with  two-thirds  of  those  received  on 
profession  of  faith  being  14  years  of  age 
or  younger; 

•  A  steady  decline  in  the  church 
school  since  1965  with  UMC  enrollment 
falling  farther  behind  U.S.  population 
growth  every  year: 

•  Increased  mobility  of  members 
coupled  with  the  failure  of  at  least  half 
moving  U.M.s  to  transfer  their  church 
membership; 

•  A  disproportionately  small  number 
of  churches  and  church  members  in 
large  metropolitan  centers  which  may 
indicate  a  failure  to  develop  an  effective 
urban  ministry. 

The  study  concludes  that  beginning 
recoveries  in  church  school  attendance, 
professions  of  faith,  members  gained  by 
transfer,  and  worship  attendance  will  be 
reflected  in  increased  church  school 
enrollment  and  eventually  in  church 
membership. 

The  primary  tool  recommended  to 
support  evangelism  as  a  third  priority  is 
a  new  “Comprehensive  Plan  for  Evan¬ 
gelism”  which  emphasizes  evangelism 
as  a  year-in  and  year-out  outreach  task  of 
every  local  church  instead  of  as  special 
events,  i.e.  revivals. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  the  last  of  three 
articles  on  ministerial  ethics,  TM/  UMR 
senior  staff  writer  Sharon  Mielke 
completes  a  list  of  several  issues  and 
temptations  of  unethical  conduct  which 
face  the  clergy,  according  to  some 
United  Methodist  leaders  involved  in 
“policing''  ethical  behavior  in  the 
ministry. 

The  previous  articles  cited  the 
“clerical-collar-crimes’’  of  “professional 
incompetence,"  “gold-bricking,"  “the 
savior  complex,"  “intellectual  rape,” 
"selling  one's  soul”  and  “feathering 
one's  nest." 

The  special  temptations  and  hazards  of 
the  ministry  —  “clerical-collar  crimes” 
—  are  receiving  more  attention  and 
discussion  across  the  church  today.  The 
reason  seems  to  be  a  recent  awareness 
that  of  all  professions,  the  minister  is  the 
most  vulnerable  to  unethical  behavior 
because  the  local  pastor  has  the  least 
formal  accountability  structure.  Leaders 
say  the  lack  of  structure  is  in  contrast  to 
that  maintained  for  doctors,  lawyers  and 
other  professionals. 

At  the  same  time,  the  standard  attitude 
of  most  laity  that  somehow  ministers 
always  know  and  do  the  right  thing  in 
evory  situation  continue*  to  provide  a 
“cloak  of  immunity”  for  clergy  actions, 

Church  lenders  most  directly  Involved 
in  "policing”  ethical  behavior  In  the 
ministry  -  bishops,  district  superin¬ 
tendents  and  conference  boards  of 
ministry  persons  =-  agree  that  the 
professional  ministry  Is  not  filled  with 
scoundrels.  But  many  Insist  that  the 
“clerleul-collar  crimes”  listed  In  the 
throe  articles  in  TM/  UMR  have  not 
been  discussed  broadly  enough  for 
guidelines  to  have  emerged.  And  they 
more  or  less  involve  most  pastors  in  the 
profession  today. 

Acting  out  sexual  fantasies 

While  the  failure  to  deal  with 
professional  incompetence  within  the 
ranks  of  the  itineracy  is  the  most 
widespread  ethical  difficulty,  certainly 
the  most  scandalous  situations  arise  out 
of  sexual  misconduct.  The  profession  as  a 
whole  is  vulnerable,  and  particularly  in 
counseling  relationships. 

Much  of  the  problem  is  related  to 
showing  love  to  people,  said  Dr.  Robert 
Thornburg,  head  of  the  division  of  the 
ordained  ministry  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Nashville. 

“There  are  appropriate  and  inap¬ 
propriate  ways  to  show  love  to  persons 
who  need  love,”  he  told  TM/  UMR.  "For 
example,  the  theological  statement,  ‘God 
loves  you  and  I  love  you’  may  be  per¬ 
fectly  appropriate  in  a  sermon  from  the 
pulpit,  but  could  be  completely  inappro¬ 
priate  in  a  counseling  situation. 

“The  pastor  has  no  business  listening 
to  persons  who  come  for  counseling  with 
their  sexual  fantasies,  if  the  pastor  can’t 
handle  them,”  he  said.  “The  whole  area 
of  sexuality  is  so  confused  today  that  the 
ministry  is  experiencing  double  dif¬ 
ficulty.  There  is  a  whole  change  in 
standards  accepted  by  society,  and  some 
ministers  just  get  snookered.” 

“There  are  very  few  known  sexual 
indiscretions  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
ordained  ministry,”  reported  the  Rev. 
John  Moore,  California-Nevada  district 
superintendent.  He  questions  why  the 
church  has  historically  been  harder  on 
unethical  moral  behavior  in  the  area  of 
sex  than  on  other  equally  or  more 
damaging  actions. 

For  example,  Mr.  Moore  speculated, 
“I  don’t  know  of  any  U.M.  minister  being 
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disciplined  for  holding  racist  attitudes. 
And  infinitely  more  damage  is  done  by 
ineffective  pastors.”  He  said  the  church 
should  continue  to  deal  seriously  with 
sexual  indiscretions  but  should  give 
proportionate  attention  to  other  problem 
areas. 

A  very  deep  concern  for  the 
“noticeable  increase  in  marriage  break¬ 
downs  in  United  Methodist  parsonages 
over  the  last  several  years  was  expres¬ 
sed  by  Dr.  Larry  Snow,  a  conference 
board  of  the  ministry  chairperson  for 
eight  years,  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y. 

Asked  why  there  is  a  marked  increase 
in  marriage  difficulties,  Dr,  Snow  said 
“all  the  reasons  that  apply  to  the  in¬ 
crease  in  divorce  In  society  as  whole 
apply  to  the  parsonage  family.”  He 
added  that  “ordination  and  marriage 
naturally  create  stress  as  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  to  spouse  and  family  vie  with 
the  claims  of  parish  and  people, 

"More  ministers  neglect  the  spiritual, 
emotional  and  physical  care  of  their  own 
lives  and  that  of  their  families  than  there 
are  ministers  who  covertly  seek  selfish 
gain  or  ecclesiastical  advancement,”  he 
said. 

Dr,  Snow  reported  that  bishops  and 
district  superintendents  in  the  church  are 
giving  more  personal  care  toward 
redeeming  broken  and  hurting  par¬ 
sonage  families  and  recovering  them  for 
the  ministry,  than  was  true  In  the  past. 

RaclNt/KexUt  uttltudca 

•Some  attitudes  are  more  acceptable 
than  others  on  the  scale  of  ethical 
practices  in  the  ministry,  even  though 
the  church's  "Discipline”  may  decry 
them. 

“Racism  in  the  Itineracy  is  not  being 
dealt  with,”  said  Mr.  Moore.  “And  we 
are  finding  racism  is  more  basic,  more 
resistant  to  change,  than  sexism.  We  are 
struggling  but  we  do  not  have  an  open 
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itineracy  yet  where  any  pastor  can  be 
appointed  regardless  of  race  or  sex.” 

Yet  every  U.M.  minister,  he  noted, 
probably  would  answer  ‘yes’  to  the 
disciplinary  question  “Are  you  willing 
to  relate  in  ministry  to  all  persons 
without  regard  to  color,  national  origin, 
or  social  status,  including  receiving  them 
into  the  membership  and  fellowship  of 
the  church?” 

Dr.  Snow  told  TM/  UMR  some  of  the 
most  poignant  situations  he  has  ex¬ 
perienced  have  been  the  loneliness  felt  by 
women  and  minority  pastors  who 
become  part  of  the  white,  male,  middle- 
class  dominated  profession.  “Their 
courage  in  sticking  it  out  is  admirable.” 
Whose  responsibility? 

“There  ought  to  be  far  more  discussion 
of  professional  ethics  by  U.M.  clergy,” 
Dr.  Snow  said,  “So  many  of  these  areas 
are  buried  in  game  playing  that  many 
pastors  are  unaware  of  their  own  par¬ 
ticipation.  While  ministers  mostly  have 
good  intentions,  there  is  a  general  un- 
selfconsciousness  about  ethical  mat¬ 
ters,” 

Much  of  this  responsibility  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  lies  with  annual 
conference  boards  of  the  ministry,  the 
leaders  said.  They  are  directly  instructed 
to  “interpret  the  high  ethical  standards 
of  the  ministry”  set  forth  in  the 
“Discipline.”  Development  of  ethical 
guidelines  lies  squarely  in  their  domain 
as  the  guarantors  of  professional  stan¬ 
dards  to  both  the  local  churches  and  the 
ministry  itself, 

"But  the  miracle  for  me  is  that  so 
many  pastors  not  only  bear  the  pain  of 
vulnerability  with  integrity  but  see  It  as  a 
means  of  grace  in  working  with  people 
who  are  weak,  as  they  are  weak,”  Dr. 
Snow  concluded.  “For  the  most  part, 
ministers  do  not  see  themselves  as 
ethical  experts  with  all  the  answers. 
They  have  a  dear-eyed  view  of  their  own 
limitations  and  most  recognize  the  risks 
of  being  people-helpers.” 


Bishop  hacks 
child- family- 
services  bill 

Special  to  TM/  UMR 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  The  resident  United 
Methodist  bishop  here  has  charged  that 
an  ongoing  campaign  against  a  federal 
"Child  and  Family  Services  Bill"  Is  both 
"ill-informed  and  dishonest." 

Reacting  to  unsigned  statements 
against  the  bill  being  circulated  in  some 
local  churches  and  being  published  in 
some  parish  newsletters,  Bishop  Wayne 
K.  Clymer  of  the  Minnesota  Area  urged 
United  Methodists  to  read  the  entire  bill 
before  taking  a  position  on  It. 

"There  may  be  wayB  of  amending  and 
Improving  the  bill,"  the  bishop  said,  "but 
as  It  now  stands  it  Is  legislation  needed 
for  the  health  of  many  families  In  our 
country."  The  bill,  which  has  been  In¬ 
troduced  by  Senator  Walter  Mondale  of 
Minnesota,  has  been  accused  in  the 
unsigned  circulars  of  allowing  the 
federal  government  to  "take  children 
away  from  their  parents"  and  of  allowing 
children  to  disobey  their  parents  under 
government  protection. 

The  bishop  commented  that  reading 
the  bill  (Sen.  628)  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  It  la  "an  enlightened  approach  to 
families  In  need.  The  Intent  of  the 
legislation  Is  to  strengthen  the  resources 
for  family  life  and  to  provide  help  for 
families  In  special  need. 

"This  help,"  he  added,  "Is  for  those 
who  request  the  assistance  and  does  not 
legislate  for  families  who  do  not  wish  to 
receive  assistance.  Careful  provision  Is 
made  to  protect  the  moral  and  religious 
training  of  the  family  and  In  no  way 
removes  children  from  the  care  of 
parents." 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  ‘round.  And  It  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It's  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS.  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813  747-1881 


An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non 
sectarian  in  Its  benefits. 
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L1A  use  of  missionaries  draws  fire 

Director  denies  extensive  contacts ,  but  UMC  groups  voice  alarm 


PHOTO.'  ALAN  KINO 


PINEVILLE.  Ky.  —  Mission  firm  worker  William  Harp  aaalits  with  Henderson 
Settlement's  first  attempt  at  making  sorghum  molasses  this  fall.  Although  Mr  Harp 
was  born  in  the  Frakes  area,  he  spent  most  of  his  life  In  Cincinnati  and  Michigan 
before  the  pull  of  the  hills  brought  him  back  to  the  United  Methodist  mission.  [See 
story  below.] 

Henderson  Settlement 

A  place  to  share  faith 


By  ANDREA  HAAS 

PINEVILLE,  Ky.  —  Jack  Powers 
migrated  out  of  an  Appalachian  com¬ 
munity  in  Southeast  Kentucky  20  years 
ago.  He  returned,  he  said,  because,  “One 
day  I  realized  my  16-year-old  son  knew 
nothing  but  ghetto  life,  and  I  wanted  to 
start  over.  This  is  home.” 

Mr.  Powers  is  a  farm  hand  at  Hen¬ 
derson  Settlement,  a  United  Methodist 
mission  near  here.  Crossing  ecumenical 
lines,  the  settlement  often  serves  as 
resource  and  springboard  for  others  who 
have  come  back  to  “start  over,”  such  as 
William  Harp,  in  the  above  photograph. 

Director,  the  Rev.  Donald  Stilwell, 
emphasized  “the  main  thrust  of  set¬ 
tlement  work  today”  as  education  and 
child  care  in  addition  to  service  projects 
which  show  "our  concern  for  them 
(mountain  people)  no  matter  where  they 
go  to  church.” 

"I  feel  strongly  we  are  here  to  help 
people  help  themselves,”  he  added. 

Settlement  staff  members  provide 
child  services  programs  from  preventive 
family  counseling  to  emergency  child 
care,  the  only  such  service  in  16  coun¬ 
ties.  Tutoring,  Head  Start  and  programs 
for  the  retarded  also  are  sponsored. 

The  mission's  1,200-acre  farm  gives 
area  farmers  information  on  raising 
feeder  pigs  and  cattle,  plastic 
greenhouse  projects  and  hand  labor 
truck  crops.  Serving  the  community 
directly,  the  settlement  either  operates, 
sponsors  or  cooperates  in  such  ventures 
as  two  opportunity  stores  offering  low 
cost  used  clothing,  a  mountain  craft 
outlet,  library,  public  pool,  water  supply, 
volunteer  fire  company,  a  medical- 
dental  clinic  and  a  home  repair  program. 

Mrs.  Thelma  Martin,  whose  family 
name  fairly  permeates  Middle  Laurel 
Fork  Valley,  operates  one  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  stores.  The  two  earned  over 
$19,000  last  year.  Mrs.  Martin  said  most 
of  that  came  in  “nickles,  dimes  and 
quarters,”  since  the  highest  priced  items 
are  coats  and  men’s  suits  at  $1.25.  Many 
shop  the  stores  with  more  than  half  the 
area's  population  below  poverty  level. 

Norman  Murray  is  one  of  several 
mountain  youths  who  work  Henderson’s 
innovative  home  repair  programs.  A  lay 
volunteer  from  Indiana  initiated  the 
project  which  provides  basic  repairs, 
utilizing  inexpensive  scrap  materials. 
Mr.  Murray  and  a  friend  recently  built  a 
three-room  home  for  a  mountain  couple 
for  about  $800. 

Existing  “on  faith”  seems  to  be  a  fact 
of  life  at  Henderson  Settlement,  The 
mission's  only  guaranteed  funds  for  1976 
are  $16,000  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Yet,  director  Stilwell 
estimates  total  mission  income,  in¬ 


cluding  Advance  gifts  and  other  sources 
will  hit  $305,636. 

The  mission  church  is  small,  about  50 
members.  Attendance,  however,  often 
surpasses  membership.  Filling  pews  on 
occasion  are  hundreds  of  youth  and  adult 
volunteers  from  nearly  every  state 
participating  in  work  camps  which 
augment  staff  labor.  Mr.  Stilwell 
describes  the  Settlement  as  “a  place  for 
people  who  have  faith  to  come  and  share 
it.” 

Ms.  Haas  is  religion  editor  for  the 
News-Journal  of  Mansfield,  Ohio  and 
became  interested  in  Henderson  Set¬ 
tlement  while  covering  a  story  on  the 
Mansfield  District  United  Methodist 
churches  involvement  in  the  Settlement’s 
farm  program. 


Compiled  from  news  services 

Opposition  to  use  of  Christian 
missionaries  by  the  United  States  Cen¬ 
tral  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)  for  in¬ 
telligence  gathering  operations  overseas 
continues  to  draw  fire  from  all  quarters 
of  the  Christian  community  in  spite  of 
attempts  by  the  head  of  the  CIA  to 
downplay  the  extent  of  that  use. 

Within  the  United  Methodist  Church 
statements  of  opposition  have  come  from 
mission  executives,  missionaries, 
bishops  and  a  churchwide  caucus  of 
“evangelicals.” 

Both  President  Gerald  R.  Ford  and 
CIA  Director  William  Colby  have  refused 
to  order  a  halt  to  use  of  missionaries  as 
information  sources  overseas.  Senator 
Mark  Hatfield  of  Oregon  has  introduced 
federal  legislation  to  mandate  an  end  to 
such  use,  however. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  two 
National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC) 
executives  that  the  CIA  end  contacts  with 
missionaries,  Mr.  Colby  wrote  that  the 
ecumenical  organization’s  position  was 
"founded  on  a  misunderstanding  which 
would  make  such  a  directive  inap¬ 
propriate.” 

The  CIA  director  replied  to  a  Dec.  23 
letter  from  NCC  General  Secretary 
Claire  Randall  and  Dr.  Eugene  Stock- 
well,  associate  general  secretary  for 
overseas  ministries  at  the  National 
Council. 

Mr.  Colby  noted  that  a  statement  by 
the  NCC’s  Executive  Committee,  which 
had  been  enclosed  with  the  letter, 
referred  to  “extensive  contact  between 
CIA  and  American  missionaries  and 
foreign  clergy  abroad.”  According  to  the 
CIA  director,  the  intelligence  agency 
“has  very  few  such  contacts.” 
Limited  contacts 

He  reported  that  “CIA  funds  are  not 
being  expended  for  operatipns  using 
American  clergy.  The  very  few 
relationships  which  exist  between  CIA 
personnel  and  American  clergy  or 
missionaries  are  limited  to  contacts  in 
which  those  Americans  provide  in¬ 
formation  or  assistance  to  their  govern¬ 


ment  in  the  same  fashion  as  other 
Americans  abroad  patriotically  assist 
their  country.” 

Noting  that  “any  such  relationships 
are  purely  voluntary,”  Mr.  Colby 
declared  that  they  “in  no  way  reflect 
upon  the  integrity  or  the  mission  of  the 
clergy  involved.” 

The  CIA  director  related  that  during 
his  career,  he  was  “personally 
acquainted  with  various  American 
missionaries  and  foreign  clergy  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  world  and  had  the 
highest  respect  for  their  moral  integrity 
and  patriotism.” 

Commenting  on  Mr.  Colby’s  letter,  Dr. 
Stockwell  said  that  he  and  Dr.  Randall 
appreciated  the  reply  but  felt  that  it 
seemed  to  be  in  conflict  with  a  statement 
made  in  a  letter  from  White  House 
Counsel  Philip  Buchen  to  Sen.  Mark 
Hatfield  (R-Ore.),  which  said  that 
missionaries  were  “often  used”  by  the 
CIA. 

But  in  either  case,  Dr.  Stockwell  said, 
“few  or  often,  American  churches  want  it 
stopped  altogether.” 

Missionaries  on  furlough 

Meanwhile,  a  group  of  United 
Methodist  missionaries  currently  on 
furlough  in  the  United  States  and  a  group 
of  missionaries  now  serving  in  Bolivia 
have  voiced  opposition  to  CIA  use  of 
church  personnel. 

Seventy-nine  missionaries  on  furlough 
attending  a  missionary  conference  in 
Glorieta,  N.M.,  Jan.  10  issued  a 
resolution  condemning  government  use 
of  missionaries  for  intelligence 
gathering.  They  said  such  activity  is 
“inconsistent  with  our  missionary  calling 
and  our  relationship  with  colleague 
churches  here  and  abroad.”  The  group 
also  scored  such  policies  as  being  “in¬ 
consistent  with  the  separation  of  church 
and  state  .  .  .  and  with  our  sacred  rights 
of  religious  liberty.” 

Taking  a  similar  stance  expressed  in 
December  by  bishops  and  officials  of  the 
denomination’s  mission  agency,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 


support  of  Sen. 


missionaries  voiced 
Hatfield’s  bill. 

Missionaries  in  Bolivia 

In  La  Paz,  Bolivia,  American  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  UMC  have  expressed 
“alarm”  over  the  CIA  activities  and  have 
appealed  to  U.S.  officials  for  an  end  to 
such  activities. 

In  letters  to  President  Ford  and  Sen. 
Hatfield,  the  missionaries  write,  “The 
suspicion  that  we  may  be  CIA  agents 
undermines  trust  and  confidence  in  us  by 
the  national  community  with  which  we 
work.  That  suspicion  not  only  can  destroy 
our  work,  but  also  place  us  in  personal 
danger.  That  suspicion  also  can  un¬ 
dermine  trust  and  confidence  among 
ourselves,  thereby  destroying  a  dynamic 

Bolivian  Methodists 


vital  to  our  work." 

"We  are  agents  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  That  role  is  not  a  particular  but  a 
universal  role  that  transcends  national 
boundaries  and  policies.” 

United  Methodist  "evangelicals"  in  the 
United  States  also  have  come  out 
strongly  against  the  CIA  activities  and  in 
favor  of  the  Hatfield  legislation. 

Meeting  in  Dallas  Jan.  23,  members  of 
United  Methodists  for  Scriptural 
Christianity  (Good  News  Movement)  and 
the  Evangelical  Missions  Council  praised 
the  denomination’s  chief  missions 
agency  for  opposing  CIA  use  of 
missionaries.  They  said  such  a  use  is 
incompatible  with  the  purposes  of 
missionary  effort. 


Bishop  Arias  resigns 
in  church  shake-up 


Bicentennial  Notes: 
■Washington  meets  the  Methodists 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 
Since  George  III  was  titular  head  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  since  the 
Methodists  were  part  of  this  framework, 
many  were  accused  —  and  arrested  —  on 
the  supposition  that  they  were  Tories. 

Moreover,  the  suspicion  that 
Methodists  were  pro-British  was  in¬ 
creased  by  John  Wesley’s  pamphlet  — 
“A  Calm  Address  to  the  American 
Colonies.”  This  booklet  was,  in  reality,  a 
slightly  modified  copy  of  Dr.  Sam 
Johnson’s  work,  “Taxation  No  Tyran¬ 
ny.” 

After  the  war,  the  Methodists,  now 
members  of  the  newly-formed  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  which  had  come  into 
being  in  1784,  were  most  anxious  for  the 
world  to  know  that  they  were  loyal 
Americans. 

This  feeling  among  them  led  to  two 
historic  meetings  with  George 
Washington.  The  first  of  these  meetings 
had  to  do  with  slavery,  for  the  Methodists 
then,  as  now,  were  vitally  concerned  with 
social  issues. 

Slavery  was  a  sensitive  subject  at  that 
time.  But  this  didn’t  frighten  the 
Methodist  preachers.  They  preached 
against  it  even  though  they  were 
frequently  moved. 

In  1785,  some  of  the  leaders  decided 
on  a  bold  move.  They  would  call  on 
General  George  Washington  and  ask  him 
to  sign  a  petition  which  requested  the 
Virginia  state  legislature  to  outlaw 
slavery.  It  was  a  daring  adventure,  for 
George  Washington  had  been  raised  In  a 
home  where  slavery  was  condoned;  and, 
he  himself,  owned  slaves. 

Bishop  Thomas  Coke  tells  us  what 
happened : 


“He  received  us  very  politely,  and  was 
very  open  to  access.  He  is  quite  the  plain 
country  gentleman.  After  dinner  we 
desired  a  private  interview,  and  opened 
to  him  the  grand  business  on  which  we 
came,  presenting  him  our  petition  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  Negroes,  and  en¬ 
treating  his  signature  ...  He  informed 
us  that  he  was  of  our  sentiments,  and  had 
signified  his  thoughts  on  the  subject  to 
most  of  the  great  men  of  the  state;  and 
that  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  sign  the 
petition;  but  if  the  Assembly  took  it  into 
consideration  he  would  signify  his  sen¬ 
timents  by  letter.  He  asked  us  to  spend 
the  evening  and  lodge  at  his  house,  but 
our  engagements  at  Annapolis  the  next 
day  would  not  admit  it.” 

A  month  after  George  Washington  had 
taken  his  oath  as  the  first  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  1789,  he 
agreed  to  meet  with  a  delegation  from 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  meeting  was  arranged  in 
Washington’s  office  and  home  on  Pearl 
and  Cherry  Streets  in  New  York  City. 
The  delegation  that  called  at  that 
massive  three-storied  house  included 
Bishops  Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas 
Coke,  Major  Morrell  and  John  Dickens  — 


pastor  of  the  John  Street  Church. 

Standing  respectfully  at  a  distance 
from  the  President’s  desk,  Bishop 
Asbury  read  the  statement  which  he  and 
his  colleagues  had  prepared.  This 
document  was  as  follows: 

“Sir:  We,  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  humbly  beg  leave,  in 
the  name  of  our  society  collectively  in 
these  United  States,  to  express  to  you  the 
warm  feelings  of  our  hearts,  and  our 
sincere  congratulations  on  your  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  presidentship  of  these 
states.  We  are  conscious  from  signal 
proofs  you  have  already  given,  that  you 
are  a  friend  of  mankind;  and  under  this 
established  idea,  place  as  full  a  con¬ 
fidence  in  your  wisdom  and  integrity  for 
the  preservation  of  those  civil  and 
religious  liberties  which  have  been 
transmitted  to  us  by  the  providence  of 
God  and  the  glorious  revolution,  as  we 
believe  ought  to  be  reposed  in  man.” 

In  his  turn,  Washington  read  a 
prepared  statement;  and  then  the 
meeting  was  over. 

Mr.  Ludwig  is  a  free  lance  writer  in 
Tucson,  Arlx.  who  is  contributing  a 
number  of  historical  articles  to  TM-UMR 
during  the  Bicentennial  year. 


Special  offerings  rejected  for 
funding  minority  local  church 
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EVERYONE 
CANT  BE 
A  DELEGATE 

Everyone  can  t  be  ,i  delegate  to  General  Conference  in 
Portland  this  April,  but  your  congregation  can  see.  hear, 
and  understand  the  actions  of  the  1976  Conference 
through  NEWSCOPE  REPORTS  The  Sights  and  Sounds 
ot  Central  Conference:  five  audio  cassette  tapes  and  a 
20-piece  slide  set  especially  produced  for  program  use. 
FLOYD  KAlBER  of  NBC  News  will  preview  the  maior 
issues  and  actions  facing  Conference  on  cassette  #1  and 
will  summarise  Conference  and  narrate  the  slide  set  on 
cassette  #5 

The  20-piece  slide  set  will  vividly  pre-  ent  Conference  In 
action  Cassettes  #2.  #3,  and  #4  will  feature  debates, 
speeches,  and  interviews  made  on  the  spot  in  Portland! 
You  will  receive  cassette  #1  about  two  weeks  before 
Conference  begins.  Cassette  #2.  #3,  and  #4  will  be 
issued  from  the  site  in  Portland,  and  cassette  #5  and  the 
slide  set  will  be  issued  at  the  conclusion  of  Conference. 
NEWSCOPE  REPORTS.  The  Sights  and  Sounds  of  The 
1976  General  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  published  by  The  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  in  cooperation  with  United  Methodist 
Communications,  and  is  approved  by  the  Commission  of 
the  General  Conference 


Place  vour  order  lor  NEWSCOPE  REPORTS  now, 

Send  me  NEWSCOPE  REPORTS: 

_ Series  of  5  audio  cassette  tapes  and  20-piece  slide 

set  Co  $36.50 

- Series  of  5  audio  cassette  tapes  m  $28.95 

_ Audio  Cassette  tape  #S  and  20-piece  slide  set 

(d SI  3  50 

— JO-piece  slide  set  (ui7  95 

_ Individual  audio  cassette  tapes  r«  $5 .95 

Circle  tapes  desired  #1  #2  #3  #4  #5 
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DES  PLAINES,  Ill  -  Basic  funding  of 
the  $5  million  requeued  tor  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  during  the  next 
four  years  through  Advance  Specials 
Instead  of  World  Service  would  "tend  to 
make  ethnic  churchea  the  objects  of 
million  rather  than  members  whose 
time  and  place  has  come  to  be  a  part  of 
the  mainstream." 

In  a  statement  issued  by  the  13-mem¬ 
ber  strategy  and  implementation  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Task  Force  here  after  a  Jan. 
18-19  meeting,  the  committee  urged  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
to  “reconsider  the  actions"  it  took  in 
December  In  St.  Louis.  The  GCOM  is  the 
denomination's  chief  program  coordinat¬ 
ing  agency;  it  has  adopted  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  as  a  'mlsslonal 
priority1  for  the  church  In  the  next 
quadrennium. 

The  GCOM  proposed  that  only  $1.5 
million  come  from  World  Service  and  the 
other  $3.5  be  raised  through  Advance 
Specials. 

TM/UMR  bonus  puzzle 
baffles  all  but  ten 

The  recent  “TM/  UMR  Bonus  Puzzle" 
sent  readers  scurrying  to  the  Scriptures, 
Bible  dictionaries  and  atlases  to  com¬ 
plete  the  crossword  puzzle.  Only  10 
persons  emerged  as  winners;  so  we 
promise  the  next  one  will  not  be  so  dif¬ 
ficult. 

A  bail-point  pen  will  be  sent  to  the 
following  winners:  R.  P.  Bircher,  Selma, 
Calif.;  E.  L.  Farley.  Rogers,  Ark.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jack  Habel,  Tucson,  Ariz.; 
Anna  T.  Heisler,  Leola,  Penn. 

Also  Mrs.  Cecil  Jackson.  McKenzie, 
Tenn.;  Mrs.  R.  B.  Van  Arsdale, 
Washington,  D.C.;  C.  L.  Wagoner, 
Topeka.  Kan.;  Jean  Wilcox.  Huntington 
Beach.  Calif.;  Mrs.  Charles  Williams, 
Huron.  Ohio;  and  P.  H.  Wohlford, 
Elkhart.  Tex. 


The  committee  said  that  "World 
Service  is  the  basic,  mainline  giving 
which  engages  all  of  us  In  the  life  and 
meaning  of  the  church.”  The  statement 
urges  GCOM  to  recommend  that  the 
entire  $5  million  per  year  In  new  funding 
come  from  World  Service. 


By  ROY  H.  MAY  JR. 

Special  to  TM/UMR 
LA  PAZ,  Bolivia  —  Resignation  of 
Bishop  Mortimer  Arias  and  restruc¬ 
turing  the  church,  Including  the  election 
of  three  executive  secretaries  to  replace 
the  Bishop,  and  questioning  the 
missionary  presence,  marked  the  fourth 
General  Assembly  of  the  Methodist 
Evangelical  Church  here  January  14-18. 

Bishop  Arias  had  been  under  heavy 
pressure  for  several  months  from  a  large 
part  of  the  church’s  Aymara  Indian 
constituency.  Citing  several  reasons  for 
his  resignation,  Bishop  Arias  noted 
especially,  “The  Bishop  ought  to  be  the 
point  of  unity  in  the  church.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  my  continued  presence 
will  be  the  cause  of  disunity  for  a  large 
sector  of  the  church.” 

He  explained  that  with  the  movement 
for  structural  reform,  it  was  time  to 
change  leadership  also. 

“When  I  was  elected  Executive 
Secretary  and  then  Bishop  seven  years 
ago  I  was  filling  a  gap.  There  wasn’t 
national  leadership,  but  now  there  is.  It  is 
time  for  it  to  assume  responsibility.” 

Bishop  Arias,  52,  Uruguayan  by  birth, 
is  a  naturalized  Bolivian  citizen. 

A  pastor  for  30  years,  the  world  known 

Preacher-author 
had  few  peers , 
editor  claims 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  Before  his  death 
in  Bexhill,  England,  January  3,  Leslie  D. 
Weatherhead  had  achieved  international 
fame  not  only  as  an  outstanding  preacher 
but  also  as  a  prolific  author. 

"He  was  a  preacher  and  writer  with 
few  peers,  a  man  with  an  amazing 
following,"  said  Dr.  Emory  S.  Bucke, 
book  editor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  Dr.  Bucke  was  in 
England  at  the  time  of  Dr. 
Weatherhead's  death. 

Abingdon,  the  book  publishing  division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  has  published  most  of  Dr. 
Weatherhead's  books,  the  most  popular 
of  which  has  been  “The  Will  of  God." 
First  published  in  1945,  the  book  has  sold 
one-half  million  copies  and  has  been 
produced  in  paper  and  hard-back 
editions,  large  print  editions  and  a  gift 
edition. 

Only  three  months  before  his  death, 
Abingdon  released  a  biography  of  Dr. 
Weatherhead  written  by  his  son  Leslie. 
Title  of  the  book  Is  "Leslie  Weatherhead : 

A  Personal  Portrait."  The  younger  Dr. 
Weatherhead  la  professor  of  Engilih  at 
the  Unlveraity  of  Oregon  In  Eugene, 
Second  moat  popular  book  published  by 
Abingdon  was  Dr,  Weatherhead's 
"Psychology,  Religion  and  Healing" 
(1969)  which  aold  36.663  coplea. 


Clark  College  president  dies 


ATLANTA  -  Dr.  Vivian  W.  Hen¬ 
derson,  52,  president  of  United  Methodist 
supported  Clark  College  since  1965,  died 
Jan.  28  while  undergoing  heart  surgery  to 
repair  a  plastic  valve.  He  had  undergone 
open-heart  surgery  five  years  ago. 

Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller,  speaking  for  the 
Council  of  Black  College  Presidents, 
said,  "Dr.  Henderson  was  the  strongest 
of  the  presidents  in  many  ways  and  will 
be  sorely  missed." 

In  an  interview  with  TM/  UMR  less 
than  two  weeks  before  his  death,  Dr. 


Henderson  described  his  view  of  the 
future  of  black  colleges:  "I  don't  see 
them  becoming  balanced  racially,  but 
rather  moving  toward  pluralism.  The 
'soul'  of  the  college  can  remain  black.  We 
want  others  to  partake  of  our  experience; 
It's  possible  to  be  a  black  college  for  all 
races." 

And  he  said,  "not  for  time  eternal,  but 
for  the  forseeable  future,  they  will 
continue  tojprovide  the  bulk  of  black 
leadership.  There  is  nothing  to  suggest 
this  won't  be  the  case.” 
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churchman  asked  to  be  returned  to  the 
active  pastorate  in  Bolivia  and  con¬ 
centrate  in  evangelistic  work,  his  chief 
interest  for  several  years. 

He  still  had  two  years  in  his  second  and 
final  term. 

In  other  action,  the  163  delegates, 
declaring  a  year  of  transition  to 
restructure  the  church,  formed  a 
National  Coordinating  Council  of 
representatives  elected  by  the  church, 
formed  a  National  Coordinating  Council 
of  representatives  elected  by  the 
church’s  six  districts.  It  will  oversee  the 
change  process. 

Decentralization  and  broader  par¬ 
ticipation  of  the  membership,  especially 
the  Aymara  people,  characterize  the 
movement  for  change. 

“This  is  a  movement  for  our  own  self- 
identity  and  self-determination  within 
the  Methodist  family,”  said  Jaime 
Bravo,  doctor  of  ministry  candidate  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  church 
leader. 

A  missionary  added,  “It’s  the  real 
birth  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Bolivia.” 

Ms.  Joyce  Hill,  World  Division 
secretary  for  Latin  America  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  read  in  Spanish  a 
statement  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Lois  Miller, 
World  Division  head  who  was  also 
present,  affirming  the  Bolivian  church’s 
autonomy  and  transition  toward  a  new 
structure.  She  said  financial  aid  and 
personnel  would  continue  to  be  available 
as  requested  by  the  Bolivian  church. 

The  Methodist  Evangelical  Church  in 
Bolivia  became  autonomous  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  1968. 

Missionaries,  recognizing  the  depen¬ 
dency  relation  Bolivian  Methodists  have 
to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
responding  to  the  church’s  search  for 
self-identity,  publicly  affirmed  the 
church’s  autonomy  and  right  to  self- 
determination,  and  asked  for  a  dialogue 
to  consider  their  continued  presence. 

The  Assembly  unanimously  approved 
the  request. 

Some  18  missionaries  currently  serve 
in  Bolivia;  seven  years  ago  there  were 
70. 

In  spite  of  earlier  conflict,  the 
Assembly  closed  on  a  note  of  unity  when 
one  of  the  Aymara  leaders  declared, 
"now  is  the  time  to  construct  and  go 
forward;  the  time  for  conflict  has 
passed,”  and  the  whole  Assembly 
greeted  each  other  with  the  Bolivian 
"abrazo”  or  embrace  of  friendship. 

Mr.  May  Is  a  United  Msthodlst 
missionary  in  Bolivia  and  a  msmber  of 
the  South  west  Texas  Conference. 


Dale  of  Birth. 
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Not  really. 

It’s  a  BIG  world 
out  there. 

More  than  150  independent 
nations  Nearly  tour  billion 
persons  A  world  with  staggering 
problems  crushing  people  no  matter 
where  they  live 

The  United  Methodist  Church  sees 
this  big  world  as  its  "parish"  and 
reaches  out  to  people  In  need  with 
Christian  compassion.  Through  its 
benevolence  programs,  our  church 
attempts  to  minister  to  the  needs  of 
fellow  Christians  as  well  as  those 
persons  whose  basic  needs  may  go 
unmet  unless  we  hear  their  cries  for 
help. 

Through  your  gilts  you  become  a 
partner  with  other  United  Methodists 
in  ministry  and  mission  in  Christ's 
name  in  this  and  60  other  countries 


Inlormotlon  concerning 
benevolence  couses  moy  bo 
>  obtained  by  wilting 

United  Method!*! 
Communications 
1200  Davie  Street 
Evanaton,  III.  60201 
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Presbyterian  is  new 
president  of  LIC 


Interview  dates 
announced  for 
Lay  Pastors 

Interview  dates  have  been  set  for  Lay 
Pastors,  and  all  are  scheduled  for  March. 
The  announcement  came  from  the  Rev. 
Al  Pollar,  Assistant  Registrar  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  The  Ministry.  The 
interviews  are  sponsored  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Associate  Members  and  Lay 
Pastors.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  is 
the  Rev.  George  Sherman,  Jr.,  of  Pat¬ 
terson. 

The  schedule  follows: 

Alexandria,  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles 
Districts  —  March  16,  10  A.M.,  Asbury 
Church,  Lafayette 

Baton  Rouge,  Hammond,  New  Orleans 
Districts  —  March  17,  9  A.M.,  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Monroe,  Ruston,  Shreveport  Districts 
—  March  23,  10  A.M.,  Trinity  Church, 
Ruston. 


Dr.  W.  Maynard  Fountain 
President,  LIC 

Dr.  W.  Maynard  Fountain,  Jr.,  General 
Presbyter  of  the  Presbytery  of  South 
Louisiana,  is  the  new  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference.  The 
announcement  came  from  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington,  Executive  Director. 

Dr.  Fountain  succeeds  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  Pastor  of  First  UM  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge,  whose  term  of  office  ex¬ 
pired  recently.  Elected  also  for  two-year 
terms  were:  Charles  C.  Teamer,  First 
Vice-President;  F.  Winter  Trapolin, 
Second  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Ruth 
McCuster,  Secretary;  and  the  Rev. 
Eugene  Warner,  Treasurer. 

“Involved  in  a  Ministry  to  the  Aging  as 
its  continuing  program,  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  hopes  to  see 
churches  across  the  state  working  more 
effectively  with  the  elderly  persons  in 
their  parishes  as  well  as  discovering  new 
opportunities  already  existing  nearby  to 
enrich  their  programs.”  This  statement 
came  from  Dr.  Harrington. 

Abingdon  to  produce 
important  books 
in  paperback 

A  new  line  of  inexpensive  mass-market 
paperback  books  will  be  released 
beginning  in  April  by  Abingdon,  the  book 
publishing  division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  in 
cooperation  with  Pillar  Books,  a  division 
of  Pyramid  Publications  which 
specializes  in  mass-market  religious 
paperbacks. 

The  “Festival  Books”  will  include 
many  familiar  titles,  and  are  being 
promoted  as  “Celebrating  the  Joy  of 
Good  Reading."  They  will  be  inex¬ 
pensive. 

The  six  Abingdon  books  included  in  the 
first  offering  will  be:  Abundant  Living. 
E.  Stanley  Jones  ($1.95)  ;  The  Divine  Yes. 
E.  Stanley  Jones  ($1.50);  The  Master’s 
Men.  William  Barclay  ($1.50) ;  Bless  This 
Mess  &  Other  Prayers,  Jo  Carr  and 
Imogene  Sorley  ($1.50)  ;  The  Will  of  God. 
Leslie  D.  Weatherhead  ($1.25);  and  How 
Came  The  Bible?.  Edgar  J.  Goodspeed 
($1.75). 


Former  Governor  McKeithen  to 
speak  at  Alexandria  Dist.  Conf. 

At  the  District  meeting  the  Sanctuary 

W*. ’  ('hoir  of  First  Church,  under  the  direc- 

Hon  of  Mr  Dorman  Clayton,  will  present 

PUB#  a  25-minute  program  of  patriotic  and 

national  music.  Prior  to  the  Conference. 
Mrs.  Merle  Vahlkamp  will  present  organ 
EMK  music  based  on  early  American  hymns. 

E'SSfe  During  the  business  session  Mr  John 

Wagnon,  a  trustee  of  the  United 
*^B  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  will 
present  the  Foundation  to  members  of 
^^B  ^e  District  Conference. 

^^B  Following  the  District  Conference,  the 
1  .y  ^^B  Alexandria  District  Board  of  the  Laity, 

^^^B  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Charles 
Goodgame,  Lay  Leader,  will  conduct  an 
J  informal  information  session  regarding 

^^^B  issues  which  will  be  before  the  forth- 
''#*•  M  ’  B^  coming  session  of  the  General  Con- 

<  ference.  Lay  and  clergy  delegates  are 

^  '%  Br  expected  to  be  present  to  make  the 

^B.  ^B^H  presentations 


lVlusician  in 
Bicentennial  Program 
at  Wesley  Church 

Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is 
presenting  Miss  Portia  Schuler  in  a 
Bicentennial  Program  at  4  P.M.  on 
February  15  in  the  Church  sanctuary. 
The  program  is  on  the  theme  of  Black 
Composers  and  Their  Compositions. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  Pastor  of  Wesley 
Church,  notes  that  the  program  will  be 
followed  by  an  International  Tea. 


John  J.  McKeithen. 

Governor  of  Louisiana  1964-1972. 

The  District  Conference  meeting  at 
First  Church  Alexandria  on  February  29 
will  feature  a  Bicentennial  theme,  and 
the  featured  speaker  will  be  former 
Governor  John  J.  McKeithen.  The 
Conference  will  be  held  from  2:30  to  4:30 
P.M.  The  Honorable  Mr.  McKeithen  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Bicentennial  Committee  and  an  out¬ 
standing  United  Methodist  layman. 


Roanoke  Congregation 
moves  into  new  church 


Processional  from  old  building  to  new  building  during  Sunday  services.  Dennis 
Tietje  is  leading  with  the  Holy  Bible;  Boyd  Sockrider  carries  the  American  flag; 
Roy  Norman  carries  the  Christian  flag;  Harry  Carter  and  Pat  Bowers  carry  the 
pulpit;  the  Rev.  Bailes  and  members  of  the  congregation  follow. 


Guatemalan  relief 
special  offering 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  tradi¬ 
tionally  respond  to  needs,  and  all  are 
aware  of  the  grave  and  tragic 
situation  which  now  exists  among  the 
victims  of  the  Guatemalian  earth¬ 
quake.  At  this  time  in  excess  of  15,000 
are  reported  dead  and  the  human 
tragedy  and  suffering  is  untold. 

The  Area  Provost  and  Cabinet 
acting  for  Bishop  Crutchfield  and  in 
cooperation  with  Mr.  Hubert  Blanch¬ 
ard,  chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Disaster  Committee,  have  set 
Sunday,  February  15th  as  the  day  for 
receiving  a  special  offering  for 
Guatemala.  If  this  date  cannot  be 
observed,  the  alternate  date  is 
February  22.  Because  of  the  great  and 
immediate  needs  in  this  disaster  area, 
prompt  response  is  indicated. 

All  contributions  should  be  sent  to 
the  Conference  Treasurer,  Dr.  Leon¬ 
ard  Cooke,  P.O.  Box  4303,  Shreveport 
71104  and  clearly  marked  “Guate¬ 
mala  Special  Offering  —  Advance 
Special.”  These  funds  will  be  for¬ 
warded  directly  through  the  proper 
channels. 

It  is  gratifying  that  during  the 
Honduran  crisis  of  1974  United 
Methodists  of  Louisiana  had  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  making  the  largest  re¬ 
sponse  of  any  conference  in  Method¬ 
ism.  It  is  also  comforting  in  this  time 
of  great  tragedy  and  human  suffering 
to  know  that  some  of  the  pain  is  being 
alleviated  through  supplies  and  ef¬ 
forts  of  UMCOR.  Our  special  offering 
will  help  greatly  to  undergird  this 
work. 


When  church  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Roanoke  moved  into 
their  new  church  late  last  year,  the  oc¬ 
casion  was  marked  by  special 
ceremonies  in  which  the  congregation 
actually  moved  from  one  church  to  the 
other.  More  than  350  persons  were  on 
hand  for  the  occasion,  and  they  were  led 
by  their  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Homer  V. 
Bailes  who  said  that  it  was  all  done  “in  an 
old  fashioned  way." 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Bailes  conducted 
the  final  services  in  the  old  church,  and 
District  Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Byrl 
Moreland,  of  Lake  Charles,  were  on  hand 
for  the  event.  During  the  services  a 


complete  history  of  the  church’s 
establishment  in  1895  (as  the  United 
Brethren  Church)  was  read  by  Mrs.  Iola 
Thomas  McMillan. 

Mrs.  McMillan  traced  the  progress  of 
the  church  through  its  merger  to  the 
present  day  and  cited  the  importance  it 
has  played  in  the  religious  development 
of  the  community. 

The  new  church,  covering  some  6,000 
square  feet,  was  begun  with  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremonies  on  March  26,  1975, 
at  a  cost  of  approximately  $125,000.  It 
contains  a  beautiful  sanctuary,  and  joins 
with  an  adjacent  Sunday  School  building 
which  can  be  converted  into  eight 
classrooms,  plus  a  fellowship  hall  and 


kitchen  for  family  functions.  Office  space 
also  is  provided. 

Following  final  services  in  the  old 
building,  the  congregation  filed  out  of  the 
old  church  and  marched  along  a  walk 
into  the  new  church.  Members  noted  that 
it  was  an  “historic  occasion,"  and  that 
the  new  church  immediately  became  an 
“historic  landmark." 

The  DAILY  NEWS,  local  Jennings 
newspaper,  in  an  editorial  entitled 
“Roanoke  Methodists  Build  Future  On 
Faith,"  noted  that  the  church,  in  its 
celebration  "...  made  a  memorable 
carving  in  our  nation’s  Bicentennial 
religious  history  .  .  .  the  church  of  God 
was  built  by  a  God-loving  and  God¬ 
fearing  people  whose  efforts  and  thank¬ 
fulness  for  the  many  gifts  on  earth  have 
seen  to  it  that  the  church  was  almost  paid 
for  before  the  new  doors  were  formally 
opened  ...” 

The  Lake  Charles  District  Board  of 
Missions  helped  to  purchase  new  pews, 
and  many  others  have  contributed  in 
time,  money  and  talents  in  building  the 
church.  According  to  a  church 
spokesman,  they  also  expect  to  receive 
the  “first  call  of  $20,000  for  1976  from  the 
1000  Club  .  .  .” 

Those  who  served  on  the  building 
committee  included  Cyrus  William 
Tietje,  Chairman;  Frieda  McMillan 
Duhon;  Orval  McMillan;  Dan  Moran; 
and  Richard  Sockrider. 


Bishop’s  Message 

When  the  Reverend  Fred  Schwendimann  from  Oak  Grove  brought  in  119 
subscriptions  to  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST,  we  were  pleased 
beyond  expression. 

This  is  General  Conference  year,  and  a  time  when  rank-and-file  United 
Methodists  need  careful  interpretation  of  their  church's  business.  That  in¬ 
terpretation  may  be  best  made  by  the  inside  pages  of  this  very  newspaper, 
since  the  secular  press,  fine  as  it  is,  sometimes  has  difficulty  in  capsuling 
church  matters  in  definitive  and  comprehensive  fashion.  If  United  Methodists 
want  to  know  what  really  happened  at  General  Conference,  it  is  mandatory  that 
they  get  their  basic  information  from  responsible  church  sources  Thus,  if  we 
want  to  know  what  is  going  on,  it  behooves  us  to  subscribe  to  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST.  Reading  this  paper  may  save  a  lot  of  explaining, 
decrease  many  tensions,  and  help  answer  some  questions. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  congregation  will  do  as  well  as  Oak  Grove. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Frotn  TARGET 


The  Pastor-Parish  Committee 


Recently  Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Alexandria  District,  was 
asked  to  write  on  the  work  of  the  Pastor- 
Parish  Committee  for  the  January  issue 
of  Target.  His  article  is  succinct  and 
valuable;  therefore  we  reprint  it  here. 

By  DR.  CLYDE  CLARK 

Pastor-Parish  Committee 
Must  Every  Church  Have  One? 

It  is  mandatory  that  every  church, 
large  or  small,  must  have  a  Pastor- 
Parish  Committee  of  not  more  than  nine 
members  or  less  than  three  One 
member  of  the  Committee  must  be  the 
duly  elected  lay  member  to  the  Annual 
Conference.  (Para.  162.2  —  1972 

Discipline) 

What  About  Charges  of  More  Than  One 
Church? 

Each  church  should  have  a  Committee 
On  charges  of  more  than  one  church,  it  is 
recommended  that  there  be  a  Charge 
Pastor-Parish  Committee  with  at  least 
one  representative  from  each  church. 
How  Elected? 

The  Committee  is  elected  by  the 
Annual  Charge  Conference  upon 
nomination  of  the  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee,  of  which  the  Pastor  is  the 
Chairperson.  The  Chairperson  is  also 
named  by  the  Charge  Conference. 
Members  are  elected  for  a  term  of  one 
year  only. 

When  to  Organize? 

With  the  knowledge  of  the  Pastor,  the 
Chairperson  should  call  an  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  within  the  first  month  of 
the  new  calendar  year.  The  primary 
purpose  of  this  first  meeting  should  be 
to  get  acquainted  and  to  study  care¬ 
fully  the  responsibilities  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  using  the  guidelines  found  in 
the  booklet  “Guidelines  for  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Pastor-Parish  Relations," 
which  may  be  secured  through  any 
United  Methodist  bookstore.  The  nearest 
bookstore  to  Louisiana  is  Cokesbury,  1910 
Main  Street,  Dallas,  Texas,  75221. 

Is  the  Primary  Task  to  Receive  or  Fire  a 
Pastor? 

For  heaven’s  sake,  no!  The  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  the  Committee  are  far  more 
comprehensive  than  that.  The  primary 
task  is  to  see  that  every  Pastor  is  enabled 
to  be  a  good  Pastor  and  every 
congregation  a  good  congregation 
Tension  between  the  Pastor  and  the 
congregation  always  means  that  the 
Committee  has  not  done  its  job.  The 
Committee  must  be  the  right  arm  of  the 
Pastor  in  helping  him  to  more  adequately 
meet  the  needs  of  the  congregation.  It 
must  help  the  congregation  to  better 
understand  the  work  and  the  needs  of  the 
Pastor 

Should  a  Pastor-Parish  Committee  Ever 
Take  a  Poll  of  the  Congregation? 

Absolutely  never!  Such  a  practice  is 
unmethodistic,  and  it  is  also  foolish.  It 
breeds  a  spirit  of  dissent.  We  are  a 
connectional  church;  a  good  Committee 
always  knows  when  and  if  a  change  is 
needed  in  pastoral  leadership.  A  Com¬ 
mittee  should  at  all  times  act  as  a  whole. 
In  discussing  pastoral  leadership,  the 
District  Superintendent  can  deal  only 


with  the  duly  elected  Committee.  The 
Committee’s  relationship  to  the  District 
Superintendent,  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
Bishop,  is  advisory  only.  The  Bishop 
makes  the  appointments. 

How  Often  Should  the  Committee  Meet? 

An  effective  Committee  should  meet  at 
least  four  tjmes  a  year  to  survey  the 
needs  of  the  congregation  as  well  as  the 
needs  of  the  pastor. 

What  Are  Some  of  the  Specific  Functions 
of  the  Committee? 

Aside  from  a  general  attitude  of 
helpfulness  and  service,  there  are  cer¬ 
tain  specific  functions  which  must  be 
performed  by  the  Committee. 

1.  The  Committee  should  annually 
review  the  financial  support  of  the  Pastor 
and  other  professional  employees  of  the 
church  where  there  is  a  multiple  staff, 
and  make  recommendations  regarding 
the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
which  in  turn  will  make  its  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Administrative  Board 
The  Annual  Charge  Conference  sets  the 
minimum  salary. 

2.  The  Committee  should  constantly 
keep  the  congregation  conscious  of  the 
need  for  adequate  and  comfortable 
housing  for  their  Pastor 

3.  In  the  absence  of  the  Pastor  and  with 
his  consent,  the  Committee  should 
provide  for  the  supply  of  the  pulpit.  It 
should  also  recommend  adequate 
remuneration  for  those  supplying  the 
pulpit. 

4.  In  the  event  that  a  change  in  pastoral 
leadership  is  indicated,  either  by  the 
Pastor  or  the  congregation,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  should  communicate  with  the 
District  Superintendent  at  least  three 
months  prior  to  the  Annual  Conference. 

5.  When  a  Pastor  leaves  a  Charge,  the 
Committee  should  see  that  appropriate 
recognition  is  given  to  the  Pastor  in  the 
form  of  a  farewell  party  or  reception. 

6.  When  a  new  Pastor  is  assigned,  it  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  Committee  to  see 
that  the  incoming  Pastor  is  made  to  feel 
welcome.  The  Committee  members 
should  stand  ready  to  be  of  any 
assistance  possible,  so  that  the  Pastor 
may  have  a  good  beginning 

7.  The  Committee  should  recommend 
to  the  Administrative  Board  that  the 
Pastor  and  his  family  be  allowed 
reasonable  time  for  vacation,  annually. 

8.  It  is  the  Committee’s  responsibility 
to  encourage  and  assist  the  Pastor  in 
attending  Pastor’s  School,  Minister’s 
Week,  or  any  other  meetings  which 
would  offer  opportunity  for  growth  and 
spiritual  development.  The  congregation 
should  be  encouraged  to  assist  the  Pastor 
financially  in  such  matters. 

9.  Read  paragraph  162.2  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline.  The  Pastor-Parish  Com¬ 
mittee  serves  as  a  personnel  committee 
for  all  professional  and  lay  staff  positions 
created  by  the  board  but  not  subject  to 
episcopal  appointment. 

One  Final  Word. 

Members  of  the  Pastor-Parish  Com¬ 
mittee  should  keep  in  mind  that  often  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Pastor  is  determined 
largely  by  the  quality  of  work  done  by  the 
Committee. 


Youth  Minister  is  welcomed  at  Franklinton 


For  Church  Unity” 


Multiple  Staff  Workshop 
at  Trinity ,  Ruston  March  9 


This  picture  shows  the  Rev.  Warren 
Blakeman,  Pastor  of  Henning  Memorial 
Church,  Sulphur,  with  Father  Philip 
Negley  and  Mrs.  Grace  Savoie,  President 
of  the  Catholic  Daughters,  when  they  met 
recently  to  plan  a  Prayer  Service  for 
Church  Unity  to  be  held  at  Our  Lady  of 
Prompt  Succor  Catholic  Church  in  the 
Sulphur  community.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Blakeman  will  bring  the  message,  and  he 
notes  that  average  attendance  at  these 
services  has  been  over  600! 


Dr.  Richard  T.  Murray  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  will  lead  a  one-day 
workshop  on  Multiple  Staff  Ministry  at 
Trinity  Church,  Ruston  from  9  A.M.  to  4 
P.M.  on  March  9.  Dr.  Murray  is  widely 
known  for  the  training  he  has  provided  in 
this  field. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  of 
the  Conference  COM,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  meeting.  "...  a  multiple  staff  is 
defined  as  a  pastor  and  at  least  one  paid 
staff  person.  including  church 
secretaries,  business  managers, 
directors  of  education,  directors  of 
music,  educational  assistants,  associate 
pastors,  etc.  .  .  .’’ 

Pastors  with  such  staffs  are  invited  to 
bring  their  staffs  with  them  and  attend 


Pastors  without  such  staffs  who  would 
like  to  participate  are  also  invited.  The 
only  expense  to  participants  will  be 
transportation  and  a  meal,  which  will  be 
served  at  the  church. 

Reservations  should  be  mailed  to  Ray 
Branton  at  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  office,  Box  4325,  Shreveport 
71104  by  February  24.  Persons  making 
reservations  are  requested  to  note  the 
number  who  will  attend  from  their 
church. 

This  session  is  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  which 
will  provide  additional  outstanding 
resource  persons  at  other  places  in  the 
state  for  those  who  find  the  location  of 
this  session  to  be  inconvenient. 


Welcome  festivities  for  Lynn  T.  Oswalt,  who  recently  assumed  the  duties  of  Youth 
Minister  of  the  Centenary  Church,  Franklinton,  included  an  informal  reception  in 
Fellowship  Hall,  following  the  regular  Sunday  evening  worship  service. 

This  accompanying  photograph  shows  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  E.  Bond  (right) 
welcoming  the  Youth  Minister  and  Mrs.  Oswalt.  Also  in  the  picture  are  Ronald 
Simmons,  President  of  the  UMY  and  Ron  Brumfield.  Coordinator  of  Youth 
Ministries  at  Centenary. 
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Editorials- 


How  does  a  local  church  become ‘friendly’? 


What  is  the  main  point  of  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  among  persons  who  are  moving  their 
membership  from  one  church  to  an¬ 
other0  Theological  discontent?  Creeping 
liberalism?  Inadequate  facilities?  Wreak 
church  school  program? 

According  to  a  survey  conducted  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
as  a  part  of  preparing  a  paper  on 
"Church  Membership  Trends"  (see 
TM/UMR,  Feb.  6)  the  determining 
factor  is  the  love  and  acceptance  of 
people. 

In  a  survey  of  200  persons  who  had 
dropped  out  of  church  or  changed 
churches  without  changing  the  location 
of  their  home,  the  most  frequently 
mentioned  reason  was  feelings  that  the 
church  community  did  not  "accept,  love 
or  want"  them.  Most  said  they  never  felt 
they  belonged  or  that  other  church 

UMCOR  has  record 
whole  denomination 
can  be  proud  of 

Any  United  Methodists  who  had  any 
doubts  about  the  value  of  making  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relif  (UMCOR)  need  only 
look  at  that  agency’s  record  of  response 
in  the  recent  earthquake  disaster  in 
Guatemala  to  end  those  doubts  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Within  hours  after  thousands  of  per¬ 
sons  were  left  dead,  injured  or  homeless, 
UMCOR  had  provided  $10,000  for 
blankets  and  was  working  through 
ecumenical  channels  to  meet  other  needs 
of  victims. 

Without  the  consistent  donations  of 
United  Methodists  across  the  country, 
UMCOR  would  not  have  had  the  cash 
available  to  by-pass  often  cumbersome 
church  funding  channels  and  help  im¬ 
mediately.  We  congratulate  UMCOR  for 
its  swift  action  and  individual  United 
Methodist  contributors  who  continue  to 
make  UMCOR  work. 

In  addition,  we  urge  each  United 
Methodist  and  each  United  Methodist 
local  church  to  contribute  specifically  to 
the  relief  of  suffering  in  Guatemala 
through  a  special  designated  gift  to 
UMCOR. 

Checks  may  be  mailed  to:  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.,  10027. 


members  were  concerned  about  them. 

What  is  the  chief  factor  considered  by 
an  individual  or  a  family  looking  for  a 
new  church  home? 

In  a  companion  survey  of  1,657  persons 
attending  church,  more  than  two  thirds 
of  the  participants  said  that,  should  they 
change  churches,  the  dominant  factor  in 
choosing  a  new  church  would  be  "the 
friendliness  of  the  people."  In  addition, 
there  was  a  direct  relationship  between 
the  number  of  friends  a  person  could 
identify  in  the  church  and  his  or  her 
attendance  record. 

Although  the  results  of  those  two 
surveys  are  probably  not  surprising  to 
many  church  persons,  they  provide 
considerable  "food  for  thought"  for 
United  Methodists  who  are  concerned 
with  the  denomination’s  declining 
membership.  While  it  would  be  wrong  to 
lay  the  church’s  million-member  loss 
over  the  past  decade  solely  at  the  feet  of 
"unfriendly  congregations,"  it  also 
would  be  a  mistake  to  think  such  matters 
make  no  difference. 

What  we  do  as  a  congregation  and  what 
we  do  as  individuals  to  make  visitors  (as 
well  as  other  members)  feel  welcome 
and  wanted  in  our  midst,  does  make  a 
difference.  That  fact  is  so  basic  that  no 
one  should  need  a  survey  to  confirm  it. 

A  harder  question,  however,  is:  How 
does  a  local  church  become  a  friendly 
and  caring  community?  While  volumes 
have  been  written  in  answer  to  that 
question,  its  basics  can  be  summed  up  in 
two  elements:  (1)A  church  community 
life  that  builds-in  an  opportunity  for 
friendliness,  and  (2)  A  congregation  that 
really  cares. 

The  first  element  is  easier  to  define 
than  the  second.  To  a  great  extent  it 
involves  "procedures"  being  designed 
into  the  routine  of  the  church  experience 
so  that  opportunities  for  reaching  out  to 
visitors  and  other  church  members  are 
evident. 

While  each  local  church  must  decide 
what  this  means  in  its  own  unique 
ministry,  general  guidelines  are 
available.  The  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
an  abundance  of  material  available  on 
the  subject,  opening  doors  to  such 
procedures  as  the  “shepherd  plan”  and 
methods  of  “making  welcome”  not  only 
visitors,  but  other  members. 

While  looking  at  procedures,  however, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  personal  as 
well  as  congregation-wide  procedures 
are  needed.  As  significant  as  making 
room  for  "caring”  in  the  agenda  of  the 
church  is  making  room  for  "caring"  in 


the  personal  agenda  of  each  member. 
For  example,  just  as  the  church  needs  to 
set  aside  a  time  to  greet  visitors  as  a 
congregation  each  Sunday,  individuals 
need  to  set  aside  time  on  their  own 
personal  agendas  to  greet  those  visitors. 

The  second  element,  really  caring,  is 
crucial,  if  we  are  to  make  the  first 
element  meaningful.  No  amount  of 
procedure  will  make  much  difference  if 
this  element  is  weak  or  missing.  Concern 
and  friendliness,  when  reduced  to  a 
formula  with  the  sole  purpose  of  building 
church  membership,  is  of  little  value. 

That’s  because  friendliness  and  con¬ 
cern  are  products  of  the  entire  church 
program,  as  two  of  the  visible  signs  of 
personal  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 
They  are  not  isolated  notions  that  can  be 
nurtured  in  a  vacuum. 

Although  Jesus  did  not  command  his 
followers  to  "be  friendly  to  your  neigh¬ 
bor,"  He  said  "love  your  neighbor." 
Friendliness  is  one  of  the  ways  we  show 
that  love. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  surveys 
should  challenge  us  all  to  examine  where 
we  stand  as  individuals  and  as  local 
churches  in  the  need  to  feel  and  express 
concern  for  our  fellow  human  beings. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


I’ve  made  up  my  mind  so 
don’t  confuse  me  with  facts 


Good,  solid,  black-and-white  issues  are 
hard  to  come  by  these  days.  There  are  a 
lot  of  issues  a  person  can  “sort  of” 
support,  but  cut  and  dried,  cross-waving 
issues  are  few  and  far  between. 

We  all  need  something  we  can  believe 
in  regardless  of  the  facts.  Something  we 
can  write  letters  to  our  newspapers  and 
congressmen  about,  without  having  to 
study  first.  For  those  of  you  who  have 
been  looking  for  just  such  a  cause,  I’d 
like  to  offer  the  following  three 
possibilities  which  have  been  making  the 
rounds  in  some  local  churches  lately: 

(1)  Bible  reading  in  space  —  Here  is 
the  "granddaddy”  of  the  perfect  causes. 
It  is  ideal  because  it  has  not  been  a  real 
issue  since  1969  and  is  therefore  not  likely 
to  change  in  the  middle  of  your  cam¬ 
paign.  The  most  popular  story  now 
circulating  through  the  church  is  that 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  (well  known 
atheist  )  has  thousands  of  signatures  on 
petitions  to  censure  American  astronauts 
for  reading  the  Bible  in  space  during  the 
moon  flight  in  1969.  Don’t  let  it  bother  you 
that  the  National  Aeronautic  and  Space 
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Bud  Herron 

Administration  (NASA)  in  Houston, 
Texas,  says  no  such  petitions  really  exist. 

(2)  Religious  programming  on 
television  —  This  is  another  good  cause, 
because  it  links  Mrs.  O’Hair  with 
atheistic  attempts  to  take  programs  by 
Oral  Roberts  and  Billy  Graham  off  of 
television.  Like  the  “Bible  in  Space" 
issue,  this  cause  also  is  long  dead  and 
therefore  not  likely  to  change.  Since  it  is 
loosely  based  on  an  actual  case  heard  by 
the  Federal  Communications  Commis¬ 
sion  (FCC)  last  summer,  you  can  gain 
great  support  from  persons  who  haven’t 
read  the  newspaper  for  about  nine 
months. 

However,  just  in  case  someone  has 
read  the  newspaper,  you’d  better  be 
ready  to  deny  the  following  facts 
(they’re  all  true,  so  be  careful  they  don’t 
confuse  you):  (A)  The  FCC  points  out 
that  the  real  issue  was  never  over 
commercial  television  programs  such  as 
Oral  Roberts  and  Billy  Graham 
productions,  but  was  over  the  amount  of 
religious  programming  allowed  on  public 
service  television  channels.  (B)  Madalyn 
Murray  O’Hair  says  she  has  never  been 
involved  in  the  issue  and  has  no  plans  to 
get  involved.  (The  FCC  has  never 
received  a  petition  from  her  on  the 
matter.)  (C)  The  case  on  which  the 
pseudo-issue  is  based  was  a  request  by 
two  California  men  last  summer  that  the 
FCC  look  into  the  percentage  of  religious 
broadcasting  taking  place  on  "free" 
public  service  television.  The  FCC  denied 
the  request. 

(3)  Child  and  Family  Services  Bill  — 
This  issue  has  great  possibilities.  It  has 
all  the  elements:  children,  government 
intervention,  and  the  erosion  of  the 
family.  (An  enterprising  organizer  could 
add  Mrs.  O’Hair’s  name  and  make  it 
perfect.) 

This  one  is  dangerous,  however.  Unlike 
the  other  two,  it  is  not  based  on 
something  that  is  already  a  dead  issue, 
but  on  a  real  bill  which  might  appear  in 
the  news.  For  this  reason,  you  must  warn 
your  followers  not  to  read  the  bill,  but  to 
base  their  opposition  on  any  one  of  a 
number  of  unsigned  reports  on  it  now 
being  circulated  in  local  churches  across 
the  nation.  Charge  that,  if  the  bill  passes, 
parents  will  no  longer  be  in  charge  of 
their  children.  Say  that  the  government 
will  be  empowered  to  take  a  person’s 
children  away  anytime  it  sees  fit.  (If 
anyone  should  read  the  bill  and  question 
why  it  makes  no  such  provision,  be 
evasive  and  suggest  they  may  not  have 
the  whole  text.) 

Commitment  to  any  one  of  the  three 
causes  above  can  be  an  exciting  ex¬ 
perience  for  any  Christian.  Thumbs  down 
on  such  hard-to-understand  issues  as 
world  hunger,  civil  rights,  war,  capital 
punishment  and  mercy  killings.  If  you 
stick  with  the  clear  cut  issues,  you  stand 
a  better  chance  of  coming  out  of  it  all 
with  your  faith  unchallenged  and  your 
opinions  intact. 

BUD  HERRON 


My  Witness 

Thank  you,  God 


By  MRS.  A.C.GRIMSLEY 

The  Lord  has  been  so  good  to  me. 
I  am  very  elderly  — 

Yet 
I  can 
I  can 
I  have  no 
I  can  sing 
And  when  I 
I 


Talk, 

Hear, 

Aches  that  I  cannot  bear, 
“Nearer  my  God  to  Thee,” 
Kneel  to  pray, 

Say,  “Thank  you  Lord 
for  a  wonderful  day.” 


"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through  which 
TM-UMR  readers  may  share  meaningful 
experiences  of  Christian  life  with  others. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Grimsley,  is  a  member  of  West  End  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
The  illustrative  photo  of  an  elderly  woman, 
at  right,  is  a  TM-UMR  file  photo. 


Readers  differ  with  bishop  over  school  aid 


To  the  Editor: 

Five  column  inches  of  space  covering 
the  article  by  Bishop  Warman  could  not 
disclose  in  detail  his  position  on  state  aid 
to  church  schools  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  30). 
At  the  risk  of  appearing  presumptuous, 
may  I  suggest  that  a  person  in  the 
bishop’s  elevated  office  should  examine 
carefully  the  credibility  of  his 
pronouncements.  While  it  is  certain  that 
the  bishop  was  not  speaking  "ex 
cathedra",  some  might  interpret  his 
words  as  stating  a  Methodist  position. 

Without  having  read  the  complete  text, 

I  am  not  in  a  position  to  claim  an  opinion 
on  the  statement  that  money  could  be 
used  to  support  a  Mafia  operated  school. 

If  true,  this  certainly  demands  both 
concern  and  action.  It  does  not  justify 
other  abuses. 

It  would  seem  that  the  awareness  of 
world  events,  both  present  and  past, 
should  provide  us  with  sufficient  reason 
for  avoiding  the  disastrous  consequences 
of  religion  and  politics  interwoven  in  a 
web  of  suppression  and  violence. 

Self  condemnation  is  Bishop  Warman’s 
privilege,  but  opposition  to  tax  support 
for  church  schools  should  not  be  equated 
with  bigotry.  Within  three  hundred  miles 
of  my  home  there  are  eight  United 
Methodist  affiliated  colleges.  They  need 
support,  but  that  support  should  come 
from  United  Methodists,  not  from  tax 
dollars.  Is  this  bigotry?  As  a  United 
Methodist  I  do  not  ask  others  to  support 
my  religion,  but  I  do  not  feel  that  I  should 
be  forced  to  support  the  religion  of 

another.  Charles  Painter 

Austin,  Minnesota 
Tax  money  should  not 
fro  to  church  schools 
To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodist  Bishop  John  B. 
Warman  announces  that  he  now  supports 
state  aid  to  church-related  schools,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  article  in  the  January  30 
issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

No  doubt  that  is  news  —  and  will  be 
carried  widely  by  the  Catholic  press  — 
and  by  their  press  releases  to  the  general 
newspaper  world.  A  United  Methodist 
Bishop  endorsing  the  use  of  tax  money 
for  support  of  church-related  schools  is 
almost  like  the  man  biting  the  dog,  so  far 
as  making  news  is  concerned. 

Has  there  been  issued  a  consensus  of 
United  Methodist  Bishops’  views  on  the 
important  subject?  I  would  hope  so  — 
and  that  it  could  be  given  nation-wide 
publicity. 

For  tax  money  to  be  used  for  those 
schools  would  be  a  reversal  of  a  stand 
that  is  firmly  in  our  Constitution  —  and 
with  reason  in  the  Constitution!  Our 
founders  (most  of  the  founders  of 
Protestant  churches)  knew  of  the  abuses 
of  using  tax  money  for  church-related 
schools  in  other  countries  (those  abuses 
still  continue  in  many  countries  where 
the  schools  are  literally  in  the  hands  of  a 
church)  and  so  placed  a  clear  statement 
in  that  basic  document  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  that  there  must  be  separation  of 
church  and  state. 

I  am  willing  to  pay  whatever  taxes  are 
necessary  for  the  education  of  all 
children  —  but  in  the  public  schools.  But  I 
most  certainly  hope  the  constitutional 
blocking  of  tax  money  for  church-related 
schools  will  be  continued  intact. 

H.  Vance  Austin 
Sterling,  Colorado 

'Right  on.  It  is  hogs!’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  your  January  30  article 
about  Bishop  James  Armstrong  at¬ 
tacking  Roman  Catholic  bishops  efforts 
to  stop  abortions,  I  can  only  reply,  "Right 
on  bishops,  right  on!” 

I  also  wonder  what  part  of  the  Bible  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  uses  to 
support  their  views?  These  are  human 
lives  we  are  dealing  with. 

I  hereby  sentence  each  member  of  our 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  watch 
five  abortions  each. 

John  W.  Darr 

Laughlintown,  Pennsylvania 

Publishing  of  statement 

mis  Inf g J  ti  I 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  publishing  the  full  text  of 
the  "Boston  Affirmation"  and  other 
recent  theological  statements  It  is 
certainly  helpful  to  those  of  us  with  no 


access  to  theological  libraries  to  have 
contemporary  documents  so  readily  and 
quickly  available. 

Reading  the  entire  text  of  the  Boston 
statement  reveals  this  about  its  authors’ 
concerns :  they  are  not  against 
"theological  escapism"  but  "theological 
orthodoxy”.  It  is  most  amusing,  for 
example,  to  read  Harvey  Cox’s  com¬ 
plaint  that  the  "escapist"  Hartford 
Appeal  "did  not  have  a  sufficient  un¬ 
derstanding  of  Christ."  A  careful  reading 
of  the  Boston  response  reveals  the 
summit  of  the  Boston  Christology  to  be 
the  statement  that  "God  is  known  to  us  in 
Jesus  Christ."  How  terribly  "sufficient”! 

Your  headline  says  it  all:  this  is  the 
"Boston  Affirmation  of  social  activism.” 
Mr.  Cox  and  his  friends  have  given  us  yet 
one  more  ideological  harangue  in 
theological  clothing.  As  an  ideological 
manifesto,  it  stirs  my  spirit  right  down  to 
my  toes;  as  an  affirmation  of  the 
Christian  gospel,  it  leaves  a  great  deal  to 

be  desired.  «  , 

Richard  O.  Johnson 

Pinole,  California 
Article  ' excellent ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article,  "Charismatics  impact 
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church",  by  Sharon  Mielke  in  the  Jan.  30 
issue  was  an  excellent  article. 

The  background  it  provides,  the  un¬ 
derstanding  it  speaks  to  —  and  the 
challenge  it  gives  to  each  of  us  to  accept 
one  another  is  what  our  church  needed  to 
hear. 

William  V.  Salo 
Hampshire,  Illinois 


Here  I  Stand 

Important  thing  is  what 
you  do  with  what  happens 


By  HENRY  C.  ZIMMERMAN 

Her  real 1  name  was  Helen  Alberta 
McNees,  but  long  before  she  married  my 
father  she  added  the  initial  of  her  second 
name  to  her  first  name  and  called  herself 
"Helena”.  I  have  always  considered  that 
to  be  a  beautiful  name,  a  suitable  name, 
because  my  mother  was  a  beauty.  There 
wasn’t  much  to  her,  she  barely  reached 
five  feet  two,  but  what  was  there  was  well 
arranged  and  God  blessed  her  with  an 
especially  pretty  face. 

She  had  a  flair  for  the  dramatic  and 
was  often  involved  in  directing  church 
plays  and  programs.  My  earliest 
recollection  of  these  was  a  Christmas 
program  at  Cascade  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Erie.  I  had  an  im¬ 
portant  speech  to  make  and  mother  had 
marked  a  big  "X"  on  the  floor  of  the 
makeshift  stage  in  the  church  sanctuary. 
This  was  precisely  where  I  was  to  stand. 
On  the  day  of  the  big  performance  I 
walked  out  on  stage  only  to  discover  that 
the  Christmas  tree  was  encroaching  on 
my  "X"!  I  backed  into  the  tree  until  I 
could  firmly  plant  both  feet  exactly 
where  mother  had  wanted  them  and  then 
launched  into  my  narration.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  one  bothersome  branch  ob¬ 
scured  my  vision  so  I  grasped  it  firmly  in 
my  hand  and  held  it  above  my  head.  I 
don't  know  whether  I  "rocked"  or 
"rolled"  back  and  forth  as  I  spoke  but  as 
I  proceeded  that  25  foot  tree  moved  with 
me  back  and  forth,  accompanying  my 
sing-song.  The  congregation  froze,  ex¬ 
pecting  that  at  any  moment  I  would 
topple  that  tree!  The  sigh  that  escaped 
from  my  heart  when  I  finished  was 
audibly  echoed  by  every  person  in  that 
sanctuary! 

Mother  was  a  very  exacting  person,  not 
exactly  a  perfectionist,  but  very  insistent 
that  whatever  one  did  it  should  be  done 
correctly.  She  consistently  corrected  our 
speech  so  that  later  on  I  discovered  that 
even  though  I  didn’t  know  why  I  knew 
how  to  use  proper  English.  Her  method  of 
discipline  for  her  four  children  was  to 
send  the  offender  outside  to  pick  his  own 
switch,  which  she  administered  in  swift 
judgement  across  that  part  of  the 
anatomy  made  for  sitting  and  switching. 
If  the  switch  was  too  sturdy,  it  didn’t 
merely  sting,  it  hurt!  And  if  it  was  too 
flimsy,  it  was  too  quickly  demolished  and 
you  had  to  go  out  and  pick  another  one! 

Dogs  loved  mother  One  day  she 
brought  home  "Jessie",  a  female  pit  bull 
who  had  fought  male  dogs  in  Erie  pits. 
Jessie  had  been  condemned  by  her 
owners  because  no  one  could  control  her. 
Somehow  mother  heard  about  this  and 
accepted  the  challenge  Jessie  soon 
became  our  household  pet  —  and  what  a 
watchdog!  All  the  other  dogs  shortly 
learned  to  stay  out  of  our  yard  —  but  not 
before  I  learned  that  the  only  way  to 
break-up  a  dog  fight  was  a  steady  stream 
of  water  from  the  garden  hose!  Mother 
went  into  the  business  of  raising  that 


breed  of  dogs  and  I  can  remember  one 
time  when  we  had  one  litter  in  the 
basement,  another  in  the  garage,  a  third 
on  the  back  porch,  a  fourth  under  the 
back  porch,  and  a  fifth  litter  in  the  kit¬ 
chen,  all  at  the  same  time.  We  kids  were 
as  innocent  as  those  cuddly  puppies  were 
about  their  bloody  destiny. 

Hard  times  molded  my  mother.  She 
was  barely  twenty-four  when  dad  got 
sick.  She  had  four  children  and  an  invalid 
husband  to  care  for  and  the  nation  was 
straining  to  escape  the  great  depression. 
We  didn’t  have  much,  yet  I  have  never 
known  a  time  without  love.  Life  was 
hard,  even  cruel,  but  life  was  good  and 
we  were  a  happy  family  down  inside 
where  it  counted.  "What  happens  to  you 
isn’t  really  what  matters,  it’s  what  you 
do  with  what  happens  to  you  that  is 
important."  When  I  read  that  quote  from 
some  great  philosopher,  I  had  already 
learned  it  from  one  who  never  verbalized 
it,  my  mother. 

I  have  spoken  of  mother  in  the  past 
tense  and  technically  that  is  incorrect. 
Legally  mother  is  alive.  She  suffered  the 
first  stroke  in  her  brain  sometime  in 
early  1965.  Successive  strokes  swiftly 
made  her  a  human  vegetable,  incapable 
of  responding  to  what  had  finally  hap¬ 
pened  to  her. 

Yes,  I  believe  in  euthanasia. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church  and  issues  confronting  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Zimmerman,  is  pastor  of  Old 
Stone  Church  in  Meadville.  Pennsylvania 
( Western  Pennsylvania  Conference). 


Honorary  decrees 
should  be  dropped 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  Cecil  F.  McKee  of  Hunts¬ 
ville,  Texas  who  suggests  in  the  January 
16  issue  of  TM/  UMR,  that  it  is  time  for 
members  of  the  clergy  to  come  to  a 
"gentlemen’s  agreement"  to  use  no 
degree  that  is  not  an  earned  one. 

As  an  observer  of  the  religious  scene 
for  a  number  of  years,  I  have  grown 
increasingly  disgusted  at  the  blatant 
politicking  some  ministers  go  to  in  order 
to  receive  honorary  doctorates. 

No  doubt  it  is  both  an  ego  trip  and  a 
decided  boost  to  one’s  ministerial  am¬ 
bitions. 

Honorary  degrees  are  honorary,  just 
that.  Their  abuse  greatly  cheapens  the 
real  doctorates.  The  men  and  women 
who  struggle  for  years  to  EARN  their 
degrees  in  the  academic  arena  must  feel 
their  diplomas  are  cheapened  —  and 
indeed  they  should  feel  this  way.  Never 
have  I  witnessed  an  honorary  doctorate 
holder  try  to  persuade  his  admirers  not  to 
call  him  "Dr." 

But  it  really  is  understandable  why 
clergymen  desire  to  be  called  "Dr.”  It  is 
a  sad  fact  that  many  "prestige”  chur¬ 
ches  cannot  bear  to  have  a  man  as  chief 
pastor  if  he  is  not  called  "Dr."  I  know  of  a 
large  United  Methodist  church  which 
pressured  a  church-related  university  to 
award  its  new  minister  a  "doctorate.” 
This  "prestige"  church  could  not  lose 
face  by  having  an  "un-doctored” 
minister. 

If  there  is  any  place  snobbery  has  no 
place,  it  is  in  the  church.  Some  of  the 
good  "doctors”  could  take  lessons  in 
humility  from  Jesus  himself. 

Gail  Driskill 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

TM/UMR  ap/trcciated 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  comes  to  express  my  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  issues  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  edition  of  your  paper  so 
kindly  furnished  here  in  this  hospital. 

Our  lay  people,  who  work  in  Chaplain 
Services  as  chaplain’s  aides  under  the 
auspices  of  our  Volunteer  Services, 
distribute  these  papers  to  patients  as 
they  make  daily  visitation. 

Thank  you  for  the  special  ministry  you 
perform.  God  bless  and  a  prayer  for  you. 
J.A.S.  Fisher 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $10 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  insertion. 

NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG:  $299  round 
trip.  Ski  Alps.  Weekend  at  Reykjavik.  Iceland; 
Luxembourg;  Paris:  one  week  from  $369. 
Fifteen-day  European  capitals  from  $679.  Rent 
cars,  lease,  campers,  bus  and  train  tours. 
Icelandic,  earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours.  2320 
Chimney  Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77027. 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  FIJI. 
TAHITI:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  experlencen 
escorts,  invite  you  to  Join  them.  Three  weeks  in 
i  May  1978.  Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed 

Laux.  6347  Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  73214. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park.  1830 

Alice  St..  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

WANTED:  Glass  or  plastic  shade 

replacements  far  Victorian  sanctuary  chan¬ 
delier.  Cylindrical  shape  with  spherical  end, 
amber  color.  Several  diameters  (5-10  Inches) 
needed.  CaU  <301  >-939-2464  If  definitely  know 
supplier-manufacturer,  or  write  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  3.  Havre  de 
Grace.  Md.  21078. 

BIBLE  BY  VOICE:  Entire  King  James  and 
Living  Bible  (also  in  Spanish).  Cassette.  $4.95; 

New  Testament  as  low  as  $59.  Suite  103,  611 

Ryan  Plaza  Dr..  Arlington.  Texas  78102. 

WANTED:  Copies  of  books  written  by  Sarah  or 

Cora  Harris.  One  is  entitled  "Circuit  Rider's 

FOR  SALE.  SPRING  76:  Rodgers  660  3- 
manual  organ.  1968,  excellent  condition  — 
$12,000.  replacing  with  pipes.  1205  Dolley 
Madison  Blvd.,  McLean.  Va.  22101.  (7031-356- 
3312. 

Wife.”  The  other  was  about  her  sen.  a 
modernistic  minister  who  finally  turned  to  her 
husband's  theology  and  sermons  in  his  empty 
and  frustrating  successful  ministry.  Write: 

Dr.  Orval  C.  Keller.  425  Granville  Ave., 
Munde,  Ind.  47302. 

FOR  SALE:  Like  new-  Model  7278  Pitney- 
Bowes  addresser-printer.  Addresses  en¬ 
velopes,  letters,  etc.  Will  sell  for  $3,000  —  can 
arrange  terms  to  suit.  Call  Conference 
Treasurer's  Office:  <913>-272-9111. 

1,000  THERMOGRAPHED  BUSINESS 
CARDS:  Send  $10  and  exact  copy.  Pre-pald  to 
you  wl'.:Jn  two  weeks.  Matthews  Printing,  Box 
10026,  Houston.  Texas  77206. 
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Relief  rushed  to  Guatemala 

United  Methodist  agency  acts  quickly  to  aid  earthquake  victims 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Professional  actors  perform  “The  Book  of  Job"  with  their 
faces  and  costumes  decorated  in  a  mosaic  design.  The  reflection  of  lighting  on  the 
mosiac  creates  the  effect  of  stain-glass  figures  moving  through  the  classical 
production  which  is  now  beginning  its  seventh  national  tour. 

l  It?  *i  Dramatized  in 

Good/ Evil  « Book  Qf  Job  * 


By  MARTHA  WHYTE 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Did  you  ever 
wonder  how  evil  entered  a  world  made  by 
God  or  if  the  righteous  were  rewarded 
with  a  good  life? 

Job  asked  these  questions  and  150  more 
in  his  ancient  poem,  and  their  timeless 
appeal  has  rewarded  the  play  "The  Book 
of  Job”  with  20  successful  production 
years. 

The  producers  of  this  dramatization  of 
the  plight  of  the  Biblical  character  Job 
are  now  trying  to  open  the  doors  to  a 
United  Methodist  audience  as  they 
launch  into  their  seventh  national  tour 
this  fall. 

United  Methodist  company  manager 
Stewart  Slayton  said  the  play  has  usually 
been  successful  in  churches  across  the 
South,  but  has  been  performed  for 
synagogues,  colleges  and  other  groups  as 
well. 

The  hour  and  a  half  play  is  adapted 
from  the  King  James  Version  of  the  Bible 
and  celebrates  the  book  of  Job  through 
speech,  song  and  chants  with  pre¬ 
recorded  trumpet  and  organ  music.  It  is 
produced  in  the  style  of  the  ancient  Greek 
theater  with  a  chorus  and  protaganist. 

Producer-director  Orlin  Corey  at¬ 
tributes  the  play’s  success  to  the 
magnificence  of  the  poem  of  Job  and  the 
high  caliber  of  performance. 

"The  poem  is  always  contemporary, 
and  therefore  people  keep  finding 
themselves  and  discovering  insights  in 
this  material,"  Mr.  Corey,  now  producer- 
director  of  the  Council  of  Arts  for 
Children  here,  told  TM/  UMR. 

The  Religious  Drama  Society  of  Great 
Britain  commissioned  Mr.  Corey  to 
create  a  play  using  Biblical  material  for 
a  summer  tour  of  churches  in  England  in 
1955. 

"I  chose  Job  because  the  questions  Job 


Seminary  support  fund 


6 Success  story ’  hopes 
for  repeat  at  Portland 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Within  hours 
after  a  massive  earthquake  killed  an 
estimated  7,000  persons  and  injured  an 
additional  15,000  in  the  Central  American 
country  of  Guatemala  on  Feb.  4,  United 
Methodist  relief  was  on  the  way. 

Responding  directly,  as  well  as 
through  ecumenical  channels,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR)  almost  immediately  after  hearing 
news  of  the  disaster  released  $10,000  to 
be  used  to  purchase  blankets  for  victims. 

UMCOR  also  urged  individual  United 
Methodists  and  local  churches  to  respond 
by  sending  financial  donations  ear¬ 
marked  for  Guatemala  to:  UMCOR,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y..  10027. 
The  officials  urged  that  material  goods 
not  be  sent,  however,  until  a  better 
assessment  of  the  needs  in  Guatemala 
can  be  made. 

An  assessment  team  was  organized 
from  a  two-year-old  earthquake  recon¬ 
struction  program  in  Nicaragua,  and 
a  UMCOR  flood  reclamation  team  in 


asked  are  our  questions,”  Mr.  Corey 
said. 

He  chose  the  Greek  style  theater  and 
costumes  and  designs  from  mosaics  to 
produce  an  eternal  effect,  he  said.  "I 
opted  for  a  universal  appearance  which 
would  be  beautiful  in  the  church,  and 
mosaics  are  classical  and  pre-historic,” 
Mr.  Corey  said.  "The  effect  of  all  this 
beauty  cracks,  breaks  and  melts  in  the 
passion  of  the  poem  itself." 

Nine  professional  actors  and  actresses 
perform  against  an  all-black  background 
with  their  faces  and  costumes  decorated 
in  a  mosaic  design.  The  lighting  reflects 
the  costumes  creating  the  effect  of  stain 
glass  figures  moving  in  a  stylized  dance. 

Since  the  first  performance  in  1957 
"The  Book  of  Job"  has  been  on  four  in¬ 
ternational  tours,  was  featured  at  two 
World’s  Fairs  in  Brussels  and  New  York 
and  has  performed  for  two  seasons  in 
New  York  City.  For  16  years  it  has  been 
produced  in  July  and  August  at  the  Pine 
Mountain  State  Resort  Amphitheater  in 
Pineville,  Ky. 

Mr.  Corey  said  he  has  watched  the 
changing  trend  in  the  audiences’  reaction 
to  the  play  for  the  last  20  years.  The  play 
was  popular  in  the  late  1950s  for  its  op¬ 
timism,  he  said. 

"Audiences  then  were  pleased  with 
Job’s  affirmation  of  faith,  but  they  were 
troubled  by  his  questions. 

In  the  late  60s,  questions  became 
fashionable,  doubt  was  popular  and  faith 
became  suspect,"  Mr.  Corey  said.  People 
identified  with  Job’s  unanswerable 
questions  after  the  assassinations  of  John 
F.  Kennedy  and  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

The  age  of  the  audience  has  shifted 
from  middle  age  and  older  in  the  late 
1950s  to  predominance  of  young  people 
now,  he  said.  The  play  still  appeals  to  all 
ages,  but  today  is  viewed  more  com¬ 
monly  by  young  people  because  of  the 
rising  religious  interest  among  them, 
among  them. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  April  27-May  8  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  The  following  is  the 
seventh  in  a  series  of  articles  in  which 
TM/  UMR  summarizes  a  major  issue  to 
face  the  delegates. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Smooth  sailing  is  expected  at  General 
Conference  for  a  special  apportionment 
which  funds  the  denomination’s  13 
theological  schools. 

Labelled  by  some  "the  church’s  suc¬ 
cess  story,"  the  relatively-new  Minis¬ 
terial  Education  Fund  (MEF)  will 
again  seek  up  to  $l0-million  annually  for 
the  next  quadrennium  to  recruit  and 
educate  ministers. 

Response  to  the  fund  has  been  en¬ 
couraging,  according  to  Dr.  Robert 
Thornburg,  top  executive  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry’s 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  which 
administers  the  fund. 

"In  a  time  when  inflation  has  caused  a 
drop  in  many  other  church  funds,  annual 
conference  support  for  MEF  indicates 
the  church  cares  about  quality 
theological  education,"  he  told 
TM/  UMR.  Fifty-six  annual  conferences 
increased  their  support  for  MEF  in  1975, 
while  only  17  decreased,  statistics  in¬ 
dicate. 

The  fund  will  ask  for  apportionments  of 
1.75  percent  of  total  receipts  from  annual 
conferences  —  down  from  a  previous  two 
percent  —  to  help  support  seminaries  and 
also  boost  conference  programs  for 
ministerial  education. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  through 


Honduras  also  was  asked  to  help.  Two 
other  UMCOR  programs  already 
operating  in  Guatemala  were  alerted. 

"We  didn’t  have  to  wait  while  we 
assembled  an  American  team,"  ex¬ 
plained  the  Rev  J.  Harry  Haines,  UM¬ 
COR  executive.  "We  had  people  on  the 
spot." 

The  earthquake,  measuring  7.5  on  the 
Richter  scale,  had  its  epicenter  30  miles 
outside  Guatemala  City.  Estimates  of  the 
death  toll  have  been  set  at  7,000  but  could 
range  as  high  as  15,000,  and  the  number 
of  homeless  victims  was  expected  to 
reach  100,000. 

Church  World  Service,  the  ecumenical 
relief  agency  of  National  Council  of 
Churches,  issued  an  emergency  appeal 
for  $100,000  for  Guatemala  on  Feb.  4.  The 
major  Protestant  churches  of  Guatemala 
formed  a  joint  agency  to  respond  to  the 
disaster. 

Dr.  Haines  stressed  the  importance  of 
the  long-term  rehabilitation  work  for  the 
Guatemalan  victims.  The  usual  pattern 
in  such  disasters,  he  explained,  is  that 


there  is  a  massive  but  short-term  world 
response  to  emergency  needs.  "In 
Nicaragua,  for  example,  three  months 
after  the  earthquake  decimated  the 
whole  city,  there  were  only  two  agencies 
left.  We  are  still  there  two  years  later." 

One  possibility  for  future  UMCOR  help 
in  Guatemala,  he  said,  is  the  construction 
of  (earthquake  proof)  Stack-Sack 
housing,  which  UMCOR  developed,  but 
the  assessment  of  actual  need  will  take 
some  time,  and  will  also  depend  on  what 
the  Guatemalan  government  and 

‘Be  open,  accepting’ 


churches  will  allow  or  support. 

"While  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
assess  the  full  extent  and  nature  of  aid 
needed  in  Guatemala,"  he  continued, 
“we  anticipate  the  need  will  be  for  a  long 
term  program,  because  most  of  the 
suffering  and  damage  was  in  the  slum 
areas,  among  people  least  able  to  cope 
with  it  .  .  .” 

A  U.S.  relief  team  from  UMCOR  will  be 
in  Guatemala  this  week  to  assess  the 
actual  needs,  in  cooperation  with  CEPA, 
the  Guatemalan  Protestant  relief  group. 


Guidelines  deal 
with  charismatics 


Black  membership 
decline  analyzed 


By SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA  —  "Drastic  recom¬ 
mitment"  will  be  required  to  turn  around 
the  membership  decline  in  Black  United 
Methodist  churches,  Dr.  Grant  Shockley 
told  a  group  of  over  400  concerned  Black 
UMC  women  meeting  here  recently. 

Dr.  Shockley’s  analysis  of  the  situation 
faults  both  a  denominational  policy  of 
"absorption”  and  the  increasing 
"middle-classism"  of  black  members. 

In  a  progress  report  on  his  research  of 
Black  United  Methodism,  Dr.  Shockley, 
president  of  the  Interdenominational 
Theological  Seminary,  delivered  mostly 
bad  news: 

•  Black  membership  is  down  to 
353,326  from  a  high  10  years  ago  of  ap¬ 
proximately  450,000, 

•  Membership  is  decreasing  in  the 
same  urban  areas  where  Black 
populations  are  increasing  most  rapidly; 

•  The  largest  Black  U.M.  churches 
are  half  the  size  of  10  years  ago; 

•  Church  school  attendance  is  at  a 
"miserable  low"  of  76,000; 

•  Black  congregations  are  in¬ 
creasingly  dependent  on  lay  pastors; 

•  The  number  of  Black  pastors  who 
are  seminary  graduates  (44.3  per  cent)  is 
half  that  of  the  white  pastors  (87.4  per 
cent)  and  moving  backward. 

"There  were  mergers  all  over  the 
place  as  a  result  of  the  combining  of  the 
former  all  Black  Central  Jurisdiction 
with  the  predominantly  white  United 
Methodist  Church,”  he  reported  in  citing 
reasons  for  membership  loss.  "Black 
churches  were  closed  in  the  same  areas 
other  denominations  were  opening 
churches.  And,  no  efforts  were  made  to 
synchronize  the  two  structures.  One  was 
simply  absorbed  into  the  other. 

"However,  we  may  be  the  victims  of 


our  own  default  as  much  as  of  ab¬ 
sorption,”  he  said.  "Black  U.M.s  have 
been  on  a  socio-economic  escalator  to  the 
point  that  the  majority  are  already  in  the 
middle  and  upper-middle  class  and  have 
lost  contact  with  the  mass  Black 
population. 

"We  are  in  a  ‘new  democratic 
situation’  since  United  Methodism  in 
America  has  committed  itself  to  racial 
inclusiveness,"  Dr.  Shockley  said.  “But 
the  church  needs  a  clear  understanding 
that  ‘inclusiveness’  does  not  mean  ab¬ 
sorption  or  assimilation.  We  understand 
it  to  mean  acculturation,  where  the 
minority  maintains  itself  in  the  majority 
stream  without  losing  its  unique  heritage 
and  identity." 

Turning  the  Black  membership  decline 
around  means  rethinking  a  strategy  for 
urban  work,  he  said,  since  the  Black 
population  is  increasingly  urban.  "There 
are  viable  frontiers  for  expansion  both  in 
the  Southcentral  and  Southeastern 
jurisdictions  as  well  as  northern  urban 
centers.  And,  the  quadrupled  Black 
population  in  the  West  is  a  fantastic 
opportunity.” 

Other  areas  that  need  major  overhauls 
are  church  rebuilding  programs, 
stewardship,  pastors  salaries  and 
recruitment  of  students  for  the  ministry. 

Dr.  Shockley  said  Black  United 
Methodist  Women,  with  a  membership  of 
approximately  50,000  comprise  what  is 
probably  the  largest  Black  Christian 
women’s  group  in  the  country.  He 
challenged  the  women  here  to 
"redeploy"  and  give  both  loyalty  and 
new  leadership  to  church  program. 

Finally,  he  said  the  church  needs  to 
develop  "bifocal  vision”  by  planning 
"not  just  in  terms  of  the  church  but  for 
meeting  the  needs  of  those  around  us." 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  A  preliminary 
draft  of  a  document  with  41  guidelines  for 
relating  to  charismatics  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Division  of  Evangelism,  Worship  and 
Stewardship  of  the  denomination’s  Board 
of  Discipleship.  (See  TM/UMR,  Feb.  6.) 

ft  is  to  be  approved  by  the  board’s 
executive  committee  and  then  forwarded 
to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  for 
presentation  to  the  quadrennial  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  in  April. 

"In  a  Biblical  sense  there  is  no  such 
person  as  a  non-charismatic  Christian," 
the  document  says,  "since  ‘charismata’ 
refers  to  the  gracious  gifts  of  God 
bestowed  on  all  Christians  to  equip  them 
for  ministry." 

Although  the  guidelines  acknowledge 
that  speaking  in  tongues  has  often  been 
associated  with  charismatic  practice, 
they  report  that  “most  persons  within  the 
charismatic  movement  recognize  the  im¬ 
portance  of  all  the  ‘gifts  of  the  Spirit.’  ” 

Six  addressed  to  all 

Of  the  41  guidelines,  the  following  six 
are  addressed  to  all  United  Methodists: 

—  Be  open  and  accepting  of  those 
whose  Christian  experiences  differ  from 
your  own. 

—  Continually  undergird  and  envelop 
all  discussions,  conferences,  meetings 
and  persons  in  prayer. 

—  Be  open  to  new  ways  in  which  God  by 
His  Spirit  may  be  speaking  to  the  church. 

—  Seek  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  which 
enrich  your  life  and  you  for  ministry. 

—  Recognize  that  even  though  spiritual 
gifts  may  be  abused,  this  does  not  mean 
that  they  should  be  prohibited. 

—  Remember  that  like  other  new 
movements  in  church  history,  the 
charismatic  movement  has  a  valid 
contribution  to  make  to  the  ecumenical 
church. 

In  discussing  criteria  for  determining 
the  value  of  the  charismatic  movement, 
the  guidelines  say,  "If  the  consequence 
and  quality  of  a  reported  encounter  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  be  manifestly  conducive  to 
division,  self-righteousness,  hostility, 
exaggerated  claims  of  knowledge  and 
power,  then  the  experience  is  subject  to 
serious  question.” 


‘ The  Upper  Room'  honors  leader  in  human  rights 

Businesswoman  to  receive  citation 


MEF,  provides  41.5  percent  of  the 
budgets  of  all  13  schools.  The  fund  was 
established  in  1968  to  give  an  ongoing 
base  of  financial  support  to  the  schools, 
which  receive  another  21  percent  from 
endowments  and  university  support  and 
23  percent  from  tuition  and  fees 

Percentages  of  across-the-church 
support  have  grown  steadily,  from  58 
percent  of  total  apportionments  in  1970  to 
78.41  percent  in  1975,  Dr.  Thornburg 
reports. 

The  fund  assures  better  standards  of 
seminary  support  throughout  the 
denomination,  he  said,  and  frees 
seminaries  and  annual  conferences  alike 
from  some  of  the  pressures  of  fund¬ 
raising. 

General  Conference  guidelines  for 
distributing  the  funds  call  for: 

•  25  percent  to  remain  with  the  annual 
conference  Board  of  Ministry  for 
scholarships,  continuing  education  and 
other  assistance  to  ministers; 

•  75  percent  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Of  Division  receipts,  75  percent  must 
return  to  seminaries  within  the 
jurisdictions  the  receipts  came  from.  The 
remainder  is  disbursed  to  seminaries  at 
the  Division's  discretion  to  correct 
inequities  and  develop  programs  of 
ministerial  enlistment  and  continuing 
education. 

Since  the  separate  fund  began.  World 
Service  support  for  theology  schools  and 
the  Division  have  been  de-escalating  by 
$300,000  annually,  Dr.  Thornburg  said. 
1976  World  Service  receipts  are  projected 
at  only  $300,000. 


By  THOMAS  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  Communications 
JACKSON,  Miss.  | 

(UMC)  -  Mrs.  j 
Clarie  Collins  Har-  j 
vey,  a  busineswo- 
man  whose  Chris¬ 
tian  influence  has 
been  felt  around  the 
world,  will  receive 
the  annual  Upper 
Room  Citation  at  a 
World  Christian  Clarie  Harvey 
Fellowship  Dinner  here  March  1. 

Presenting  the  award  will  be  the  Rev. 
Maxie  Dunnam,  Nashville.  Tenn.,  world 
editor  of  "The  Upper  Room.”  The  in¬ 
terdenominational  daily  devotional 
guide,  headquartered  in  Nashville,  is 
published  in  36  languages  and  read  in  125 
countries  around  the  world.  Previous 

Fund  recovery 
is  aim  of  church 
agency  directive 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  In  the  future, 
when  United  Methodist-related  colleges 
and  universities  seek  to  disaffiliate  with 
the  denomination,  it  will  be  considered  a 
"normal  process  of  response  to  take 
whatever  steps  are  necessary  to 
determine  whether  any  endowment  or 
capital  funds  are  recoverable”  for  the 
church. 

That  action  was  taken  here  February  1- 
2  by  the  University  Senate  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  directive  for  the 
staff  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

To  prevent  misunderstandings  in  the 
future,  the  Senate  went  on  record  asking 
its  staff  to  conduct  an  investigation  in 
each  case  where  disaffiliation  is 
proposed,  and  that  legal  action  be  taken, 
if  necessary,  to  obtain  appropriate 
records. 

The  Senate  examined  proposed 
legislation  going  to  the  1976  General 
Conference  which  will,  if  approved, 
redefine  the  role  of  the  organization 
which  has  been  the  oldest  accrediting 
body  of  higher  education  in  the  nation 
Instead  of  "accrediting,"  a  function 
which  it  has  not  in  fact  performed  for 
many  years,  the  Senate  will  be  described 
as  "the  professional  educational  ad¬ 
visory  agency  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  all  educational  institutions 
related  to  it." 


recipients  of  the  award  have  included 
evangelist  Billy  Graham,  artist  Warner 
Sallman,  radio  evangelist  Ralph  Sock- 
man  and  college  president  Helen  Kim. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  The  Upper  Room  is 
recognizing  Mrs.  Harvey  because  of  her 
leadership  in  the  fields  of  human  rights 
and  the  worldwide  Christian  fellowship. 

"My  mother  dedicated  me  to  the  Lord 
even  as  she  carried  me,”  Mrs.  Harvey 
told  United  Methodist  Communications. 
"All  my  life  I  have  believed  that 
whatever  I  do  it  must  be  done  to  the 
Glory  of  God.” 

A  United  Methodist,  Mrs.  Harvey 
served  for  four  years  as  secretary  of  the 
former  Methodist  Board  of  Christian 
Social  Concerns  and  more  recently  as 
national  president  of  Church  Women 
United. 

Asked  how  she  is  able  to  blend  into  her 
life  the  social  and  personal  aspects  of  the 
Christian  faith,  she  said  social  activism 
requires  a  rootage  in  the  faith. 
"Youcan’t  have  one  without  the  other," 
she  declared.  "There  is  no  effective 
Christian  witness  in  the  social  arena 
unless  it  is  rooted  in  the  Bible,  in  personal 
experience  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  with 
the  knowledge  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord. 
One  feeds  the  other." 

In  addition  to  serving  as  president  for 
three  years  of  Church  Women  United, 
she  was  named  in  1972  to  head  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
(WCC)  and  as  a  consultant  to  its  Central 
Committee. 

Active  in  community  and  govern¬ 
mental  concerns,  Mrs.  Harvey  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women  and  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Mississippi  Industrial 
Special  Services  which  deals  with  federal 
public  housing.  In  Jackson,  she  has 
served  on  the  Progressive  Action 
Committee  which  encourages  economic 
growth  in  the  city. 

Since  1964,  she  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Mississippi  Advisory  Committee  to 
the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  and 
in  1961  founded  "Womanpower 
Unlimited,"  an  interracial  and  interfaith 
human  relations  group.  She  is  an  active 
member  of  the  National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  People  and 
is  a  life  member  of  the  National  Council 
of  Negro  Women. 

"My  husband  often  wonders  aloud  how 
l  can  keep  several  trains  going  on  the 
same  track  without  their  running  into 
each  other,"  she  laughs.  Mr.  Harvey,  an 


African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
minister,  is  Dean  of  Student  Affairs  at 
Southern  University  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Shreveport,  and  New  Orleans. 

She  considers  her  role  as  a  business 
woman  to  be  a  Christian  mission.  For  two 
years  she  studied  to  become  a  doctor  but 
then  decided  to  take  over  the  operation  of 
the  family  funeral  home  business.  "I  had 
been  led  to  believe  the  profit  motive  was 
evil,  that  business  is  bad,  and  that  being 
a  doctor  would  enable  me  to  more 
directly  serve  my  Lord.  But  after  much 
thought  and  counsel  I  decided  to  live  out 
my  Christian  life  in  business.  It  came 
clear  to  me  that  business  was  a  greater 
arena  in  which  I  could  make  my 
Christian  witness.” 


However,  the  document  continues, 
“when  the  experience  clearly  results  in 
new  dimensions  of  faith,  joy  and 
blessings  to  others,  we  must  conclude 
that  this  is  ‘what  the  Lord  hath  done'  and 
offer  Him  our  Draise.” 

Avoid  forcing  your  views 

For  pastors  who  have  had  charismatic 
experiences,  the  guidelines  advise  that 
they  “avoid  the  temptation  to  force  your 
personal  views  and  experiences  on 
others." 

Persons  who  have  not  had  charismatic 
experiences  are  urged  to  "examine  your 
understanding  of  the  doctrine  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  others  that 
you  can  communicate  this  with  clarity.” 

Lay  persons  who  have  had  charismatic 
experiences  are  encouraged  to 
"remember  to  combine  with  your  en¬ 
thusiasm  a  thorough  knowledge  of  and 
adherence  to  the  United  Methodist  form 
of  church  government." 

For  lay  persons  who  have  not  had  such 
experiences,  the  guidelines  advise, 
"Pray  that  God  may  make  known  to  you 
your  own  place  in  the  process  of 
renewal." 

One  of  the  guidelines  for  church  ad¬ 
ministrators  says,  “If  there  is 
divisiveness  involved  in  a  particular 
situation,  make  as  careful  an  evaluation 
as  possible,  remembering  that  there  are 
other  kinds  of  issues  which  may  divide 
our  fellowship.  Sometimes  tensions  and 
conflicts  may  result  in  the  edification  and 
greater  purity  of  the  church,  and  need 
therefore  to  be  wisely  and  prayerfully 
handled  by  all  concerned.” 

Two  background  documents  are  in¬ 
cluded  with  the  guidelines  —  a  paper  on 
the  charismatic  renewal  by  Dr.  Robert 
G  Tuttle,  a  charismatic  scholar  in 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  and  a  paper  describing 
the  socio-cultural  aspects  of  the 
movement  by  the  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone, 
staff  head  of  the  Section  on 
Evangelism.  Only  the  guidelines  them¬ 
selves  will  be  voted  on  at  the  General 
Conference,  however 

Objections  raised 

The  Rev.  W.  Kenneth  Pyles  of  Hun¬ 
tington.  W.  Va.,  raised  strenuous  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  documents  when  they 
were  presented  ot  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  "I 
think  the  whole  (guidelines)  paper  is  a 
futile  attempt  to  institutionalize  a 
movement  which  is  extra-institutional,” 
he  said. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Pyles  warned  that 
placing  a  great  emphasis  on  a  small 
portion  of  the  New  Testament  is  a 
"dangerous  heresy  which  we  should  not 
open  the  United  Methou*st  to.  We  as 
United  Methodists  have  a  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  We  don’t  need  a  new  one.” 

Mr.  Whetstone,  who  described  himself 
as  charismatic  in  the  “broadest  sense  of 
that  term,”  commented,  "We  must 
accept  the  fact  that  we  are  one  in  Christ 
while  we  recognize  that  the  Spirit  works 
differently  in  each  of  our  lives." 

If  the  guidelines  document  is  approved 
by  General  Conference,  it  will  become 
the  official  United  Methodist  "position 
paper"  on  the  charismatic  movement. 
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Theologians  envision 
Pope  for  all  Christians 
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Mission  tund  may  be  endangered 

Adding  ‘priorities’  to  Advance  Specials  could  hurt ,  says  director 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 


PARAMUS,  N.J.  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  theologian  envisions  the 
possibility  of  the  reunion  of  Christian 
churches  that  acknowledges  the  pope  as 
its  chief  leader. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  professor  at 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology, 
joins  six  Protestant,  Orthodox  and 
Roman  Catholic  theologians  in  offering 
his  views  on  papal  authority  in  a  book 
published  here  by  Paulist  Press. 

Of  the  eight  theologians  writing  on  the 
subject  of  the  book,  “A  Pope  for  All 
Christians?”  only  one  —  Dr.  C.  Brownlow 
Hastings,  assistant  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board’s 
Department  of  Interfaith  Witness  —  said 
his  tradition  definitely  could  not  accept 
reunion  with  a  pope  or  any  centralized 
authority. 

The  book,  believed  to  be  the  first 
volume  in  which  representatives  of  more 
than  two  Christian  denominations  of¬ 
fered  an  opinion  on  papal  authority,  was 
compiled  and  edited  by  a  Catholic 
layman,  Peter  J.  McCord. 

The  six  non-Catholic  contributors  who 
believe  their  churches  could  accept  the 
papacy  in  a  modified  form  —  a  papacy 
which  places  strong  emphasis  on  “ser¬ 
vanthood”  and  on  service  —  are  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Burgess  of  the  Lutheran 
Theological  Seminary,  Gettysburg,  Pa.; 
the  Rev.  J.  Ross  Mackenzie,  a 
Presbyterian  who  teaches  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Va.; 
Father  John  Meyendorff,  an  Orthodox 
priest  who  teaches  at  St.  Vladimir’s 
Seminary,  Crestwood,  N.Y.;  Father  J. 
Robert  Wright,  an  Episcopal  priest  who 
teaches  at  General  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York;  and  Dr.  Nelson. 

The  Catholic  contributor  to  the  book  is 
Father  Avery  Dulles,  S.J.,  of  the  Catholic 
University  of  America,  Washington,  D.C. 

Dr.  Robert  McAfee  Brown,  a 
Presbyterian  who  teaches  theology  at 
Stanford  University,  Palo  Alto,  Calif., 
wrote  the  introduction. 

Dr.  Brown  said  there  have  been  three 
important  “breakthroughs"  in  un¬ 
derstanding  the  papacy  —  the  impact  of 
Pope  John  XXIII,  the  Second  Vatican 


Council,  and  the  “furor"  resulting  from 
the  1968  papal  encyclical  on  birth  control, 
Humanae  Vitae,  which  “demythologized 
a  certain  view  of  papal  authority  ...” 

He  noted  that  "many  Protestants, 
Anglicans  and  Orthodox  could  live  quite 
comfortably  with  such  a  view  of  papal 
authority  as  that  now  articulated  by 
many  Catholics.”  He  said  such  a  view 
entails  the  “taking  into  account”  of 
Scripture,  conscience,  devotional  life,  a 
wide  view  of  tradition,  "in  addition  to  the 
scriptures  of  a  single  document.” 

“What  is  important  today,  if  the  pope  is 
to  minister  truly  to  a  starving  and  op¬ 
pressed  world,  is  to  conceive  of  the 
papacy  as  the  embodiment  of  ser- 
vanthood.”  He  added  that  the  “style  of 
servanthood”  is  the  only  appropriate 
style  for  the  Christian  family  today,  and 
also  for  the  one  who  is  claimed  by 
millions  as  the  head  of  their  particular 
branch  of  the  family. 

Noting  that  the  pope  “can  be  the  most 
visible  embodiment  of  a  new  direction  of 
servanthood,”  Dr.  Brown  said  “the 
reunion  of  a  tragically  divided  church 
will  not  come  without  some  breakthrough 
on  the  understanding  of  the  papacy.” 

Most  contributors  who  accept  the 
notion  of  a  reunion  that  includes  the 
papacy  referred  to  the  “Petrine  func¬ 
tion,”  which  draws  on  the  New 
Testament  passages  which  attribute  to 
Peter  a  responsibility  for  the  mission  and 
unity  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Mackenzie  said  he  believes  the 
doctrine  of  papal  authority  could  be 
restated  to  stress  the  function  of  the 
papacy  primarily  in  terms  of  service  and 
only  nominally  in  terms  of  jurisdiction 
and  authority. 

Dr.  Nelson  said  that  while  few 
Protestants  accept  the  theory  and  doc¬ 
trine  of  papal  primacy  “two  things  are 
becoming  clearer  and  more  acceptable. 
One  is  that  Peter  did  indeed  enjoy  a 
special  relationship  to  Jesus  and  occupy 
a  unique  place  among  the  disciples  .  .  . 
The  second  is  that  the  church  today,  as 
always,  needs  someone  to  exercise  what 
the  Lutheran-Roman  Catholic  common 
statement  call  the  ‘Petrine  function.’  ” 


NEW  YORK  -  Does  United 
Methodism’s  “goose  that  laid  the  golden 
eggs”  have  a  good  chance  of  winding  up 
in  the  stew  pot?  Some  form  of  that 
question  will  be  in  for  considerable 
discussion  and  probable  debate  early 
next  month  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

That’s  when  the  denomination’s 
“Advance  Committee”  will  meet  to 
decide  whether  its  successful  “second- 
mile”  giving  program  will  become  in¬ 
volved  in  fund  raising  efforts  for  two  — 
and  possibly  three—  “emergency 
priorities”  set  by  the  church  last  year. 
Those  priorities  are  world  hunger  and 
ethnic  minority  local  churches,  set  by  the 

Bishop  finds 
asylum  in 
Mozambique 

PARK  RIDGE,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of 
Rhodesia  has  reportedly  accepted 
asylum  in  Mozambique  and  plans  to  stay 
there  until  he  feels  free  to  return  to  his 
homeland. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  Pittsburgh 
reported  on  a  recent  visit  with  the 
Rhodesian  church  leader  in  Newscope,  a 
weekly  newsletter  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Pittsburgh  bishop,  who  presided 
over  the  Rhodesian  annual  conference  in 
Bishop  Muzorewa ’s  absence,  said  that 
Bishop  Muzorewa’s  “morale  and 
spiritual  nature  were  excellent.”  The 
Rhodesian  bishop  had  been  living  in  self- 
imposed  exile  in  Zambia  since  his 
residence  was  bombed  last  June. 

Last  September,  Joshua  Nkomo  was 
elected  president  of  the  African  National 
Council.  But  Bishop  Muzorewa,  who  had 
been  head  of  the  liberation  movement, 
has  refused  to  recognize  the  election. 

The  Pittsburgh  bishop  said  the 
Rhodesian  church  leader  is  afraid  of 
possible  imprisonment  and  physical 
violence  if  he  returns  to  his  homeland 
now.  In  addition,  Bishop  Muzorewa  had 
indicated  that  he  felt  his  greatest  value 
now  is  to  remain  outside  of  Rhodesia  as  a 
“symbol  of  liberation.” 

Despite  his  exile  in  Mozambique, 
Bishop  Nichols  said,  Bishop  Muzorewa 
indicated  that  he  and  his  wife  plan  to 
attend  the  denomination’s  quadrennial 
General  Conference  in  Portland,  Ore.,  in 
April. 


BERRYVILLE,  Va.  ( RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  clergyman  who  has  been 
ousted  from  his  pastorate  here  because 
he  is  a  homosexual,  thinks  that  gay 
ministers  are  especially  able  to  reflect 
compassionate  attitudes  in  working  with 
people. 

The  Rev.  Vic.  T.  Brittain,  35,  was 
removed  from  his  three-church  rural 
pastorate  here  (Jan.  1)  after  preaching  a 
sermon  in  which  he  acknowledged  his 
homosexuality. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Washington 
Post,  Mr.  Brittain,  who  is  separated  from 
his  wife  of  12  years  and  their  three 
children,  said,  “I  don’t  think  sexual 
orientation  should  be  a  part  of  ordination. 
I  think  gay  persons  are  more  com¬ 
passionate,  considerate  and  sensitive  to 
the  needs  of  others,  because  they  have 


General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM), 
and  evangelism,  recently  proposed  by  a 
division  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Walker,  director  of  the 
Advance,  told  TM/  UMR  that  he  will  go 
into  that  meeting  with  “some  ap¬ 
prehensions”  over  the  possibility  that 
“what  has  been  one  of  the  most 
singularly  successful  fund  raising 
methods  in  the  history  of  the 
denomination”  will  be  abused.  He 
warns:  “If  we  disturb  the  character  (of 
the  Advance  program)  we  might  well 
dismantle  a  good  thing.” 

“Even  though  I  concur  with  the 
Advance  Committee  in  its  assessment 
that  the  Advance  program  can  play  a 
useful  part  in  the  funding  of  these 
mission  priorities,  I  do  think  there  are 
some  dangers  to  the  program  that  need 
to  be  considered,”  he  said. 

The  “Advance  Special”  (second-mile 
mission  giving)  program  grew  out  of  a 
quadrennial  emphasis  of  the  former 
Methodist  Church  in  1948.  Its  name 
comes  from  the  quadrennial  theme  at 
that  time:  “Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church.”  Since  that  year,  the  Advance 
has  remained  as  a  main  source  of 
designated  fund  raising  for  overseas  and 
national  mission  projects.  All  totalled,  it 
has  collected  more  than  $214  million  in 
donations  throughout  its  existence. 
Advance  ‘mission-oriented’ 

Mr.  Walker  says  the  Advance  has  been 
successful  because  it  is  “mission 
oriented”  and  allows  contributors  to 
specifically  designate  what  their  con¬ 
tributions  will  be  used  for. 

Throughout  its  28-year  history,  the 
Advance  has  been  used  only  to  raise 
money  for  projects  carried  on  by  three 
agencies  within  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries:  (1)  the 
World  Division,  responsible  for  overseas 
mission  projects;  (2)  the  National 
Division,  responsible  for  mission 
projects  in  the  United  States ;  and  (3)  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  in  charge  of  relief  and 
emergency  assistance  efforts  both  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Last  December,  however,  the  GCOM  — 
attempting  to  find  funds  for  two 
emergency  priorities  it  had  designated 
but  facing  an  unwillingness  by  top  church 
financial  officers  to  raise  the  ceiling  of 
the  regular  apportioned  (World  Service) 
budget  of  the  denomination  —  turned  to 
the  Advance  for  money.  In  an  un¬ 
precedented  action,  the  GCOM  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Advance  program  raise 
$5  million  a  year  for  the  church’s  world 
hunger  priority  and  $3.5  million  for 
strengthening  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church. 


experienced  oppression,  loneliness  and 
guilt.” 

He  emphasized,  “It’s  against  my 
moral  integrity  to  have  sexual  en¬ 
counters  with  parishioners.  I  don’t  think 
a  pastor,  gay  or  straight,  can  have  a 
sexual  encounter  with  a  parishioner  and 
still  be  their  pastor.” 

Ashby  Childs,  chairman  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  board  of  Crums  UMC,  here, 
said  that  Mr.  Brittain  is  “a  fine  fellow. 
Everybody  loved  him  and  still  does.  We 
were  sorry  to  see  him  leave.  But  you  just 
don’t  want  a  homosexual  to  be  your 
preacher.” 

Mr.  Brittain,  who  is  studying  for  a 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
has  organized  a  ministry  to  homosexuals 
called  the  Institute  of  Life.  He  said  that 
the  recently  formed  gay  caucus  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  about  300 
members,  including  some  225  ministers. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  growing  tendency  to 
discuss  openly  the  process  of  electing 
United  Methodist  bishops  was  reflected 
here  last  week  as  more  than  100 
ministers  gathered  to  discuss  the  issues 
and  “candidates”  for  election  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 
(The  Conference  meets  in  July  of  this 
year  in  Lincoln,  Neb.  and  will  elect  four 
bishops. ) 

The  occasion  was  an  informal  meeting 
of  persons,  attending  the  Jurisdiction’s 
annual  Ministers'  Week  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  who  are  concerned 
that  the  church’s  leadership  be 
“missional”  rather  than  just  “in¬ 
stitutional  in  orientation.  Approxi¬ 
mately  one-half  of  those  attending  are 
Jurisdictional  delegates. 

The  Rev.  Wilfred  Bailey,  pastor  of 
Casa  View  UMC,  Dallas,  and  a 
Jurisdictional  Conference  delegate, 
.jr.vened  the  group  and  said  that  among 
the  chief  qualifications  a  person  being 
considered  for  the  episcopacy  should 
possess  are:  (1)  a  commitment  to 
greater  involvement  of  the  laity  in 
church  decisions;  (2)  an  understanding 
of  the  need  for  support-systems  among 
professional  ministers  ;  (3)  a  willingness 
to  speak  out  publicly  on  issues,  as  well  as 
a  willingness  to  listen  to  diverse 
viewpoints  on  issues;  and  (4)  an  un¬ 
derstanding  and  commitment  to  the  type 
of  lifestyle  required  of  Christians  in  a 
world  that  is  “starving  and  exploited  by 
us.  It  is  essential  that  we  elect  persons 
who  know  what  the  Third  World  is,  and 
who  are  sensitive  in  relating  to  it,”  Mr. 
Bailey  said. 

Each  person  attending  —  whether  or 
not  a  delegate  —  was  allowed  to  vote  for 


Then  in  late  January  the  division  of 
evangelism,  worship  and  stewardship  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  announced 
plans  to  recommend  that  “evangelism" 
be  added  as  a  third  priority  and  called  for 
those  funds  also  to  come  from  the 
Advance. 

Personal  misgivings 

Mr.  Walker  (who  is  an  assistant 
general  secretary  in  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  is  elected  by  the  GCOM  to 
serve  as  director  of  the  Advance) 
stresses  that  he  cannot  “speak  for  the 
Advance  committee,”  but  that  he  has 
personal  misgivings  about  the  “direction 
this  is  taking  the  church.” 

“First  of  all,  I  am  surprised  that  the 
church  would  designate  two  items  it 
considers  to  be  top  priority,  and  then  not 
depend  more  on  funding  through  World 
Service  (its  regular  apportioned  funds),” 
Mr.  Walker  said. 

‘‘Professional  fund  raisers  have 
warned  us  of  the  dangers  of  an  ‘overlaid 
designated  program,’  and  I  think  we  may 
need  to  consider  the  possibility  of  the 
Advance  becoming  that,”  he  said.  He 
explained  that  an  “overlaid  designated 
program”  is  a  fund  which  would  finance 
the  same  sort  of  programs  now  funded  by 
World  Service  apportionments,  but 
would  allow  givers  to  dictate  very  specif¬ 
ically  what  their  donation  would  be  used 
for.  Fund  raisers  fear  that  the  two  funds 
would  be  so  similar  that  they  would 
become  competitive  and  weaken  each 
other. 

In  prison 


FRONTERA,  Cal 
if.  (RNS)  -  Susar 
Atkins,  the  one-time 
“Manson  family” 
member  who  is 
serving  a  life  sen¬ 
tence  for  her  part  in 
the  1969  “Sharon 
Tate  mass  mur¬ 
ders,”  has  become 
a  Christian. 

She  reportedly  Susan  Atkins 
made  her  decision  in  an  isolation  cell  in 
September  1974  and  was  baptized  by 
immersion  on  Feb.  23,  1975,  outside  the 
prison  chapel  at  the  California  Institute 
for  Women  here. 

The  news  of  Miss  Atkins’  conversion 
was  not  publicized  until  recently  because 
of  fears  that  it  would  meet  with  cynicism 
and  skepticism,  according  to  a  California 
Baptist  couple  who  have  been  in  contact 
with  Miss  Atkins.  They  related  the  events 
to  a  reporter  for  The  American  Baptist 
magazine  in  Valley  Forge,  Pa. 

Miss  Atkins,  now  27,  has  attracted 
international  attention  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  bizarre  “Charles 
Manson  family”  convicted  of  the  1969 
mass  murders. 

Today,  she  is  described  as  a  “.changed 
person”  by  those  who  have  been  in 
contact  with  her  since  her  baptism.  Pete 
and  Carol  Bekendam  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Pomona,  who  were  among  the 
less  than  a  dozen  people  who  received 
prison  clearance  to  witness  the  baptism, 
said  they  believe  the  conversion  is 
genuine. 

She  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  Sarge 
Wright,  Miss  Atkins’  childhood  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  San  Jose.  In 
describing  the  baptism,  Mrs.  Bekendam 
said  the  pastor  asked  the  new  convert, 
“Daughter,  do  you  know  what  this  means 
that  your  sins  are  forgiven, 
everything  you’ve  ever  done?” 


four  persons  he  believed  should  be 
considered  for  the  episcopacy.  The  most 
“votes"  received  by  any  person  was  31 
(out  of  approximately  100  cast). 

A  total  of  18  persons  received  five  or 
more  “votes.”  They  are,  listed  in  order  of 
finish:  Kenneth Shamblin  (Texas  Conf.), 
31;  Zan  W.  Holmes  (North  Texas  Conf.), 
30;  William  K.  McElvaney  (Missouri 
West  Conf.),  29;  Roberto  Escamilla  (Rio 
Grande  Conf.),  21;  Joseph  D.  Quillian  Jr. 
(North  Texas  Conf.),  19;  William  E. 
Trice  (North  Texas  Conf.),  18;  Joel 
Cooper  (North  Arkansas  Conf.),  16;  Ben 
Oliphint  (North  Texas  Conf.),  16;  Charles 
L.  Allen  (Texas  Conf.),  13;  Bill  Henry 
(Oklahoma  Conf.),  13;  Kenneth  Hicks 
(Nebraska  Conf.)  13;  W.  T.  Handy 
(Louisiana  Conf.),  12;  Walter  L. 
Underwood  (Central  Texas  Conf.),  12; 
Albert  C.  Outler  (North  Texas  Conf.),  10; 
Monk  Bryan  (Missouri  East  Conf.),  9; 
Noe  Gonzales  (Rio  Grande  Conf.),  7; 
Charles  Lutrick  (Northwest  Texas 
Conf.),  5;  and  Allen  Mayes  (Texas 
Conf.),  5. 

A  similar  meeting  was  held  four  years 
ago.  Interest  in  “episcopal  politics”  and 
“missional  priorities”  at  that  time  was 
apparently  much  higher,  with  more  than 
twice  as  many  persons  attending  and 
participating  in  the  “straw  vote.”  Nearly 
two-thirds  of  those  in  attendance  this 
year  were  from  Texas.  The  previous 
meeting  was  also  more  conclusive  with 
several  persons  being  listed  on  half  or 
more  of  the  ballots  —  and  most  of  those 
persons  later  being  elected.  With  the 
leading  “straw  vote  getter"  this  year 
listed  on  slightly  less  than  one-third  of  the 
ballots,  no  general  consensus  among 
members  of  the  group  is  indicated. 


Secondly,  Mr.  Walker  warns  about 
“changing  the  character”  of  the 
Advance.  He  says  the  Advance  has 
always  been  “strongly  missional”  and 
has  dealt  with  projects  which  have  not  fit 
strictly  into  other  church  funding 
channels.  He  points  out  that  of  all  money 
raised  for  the  Advance  in  the  past,  83  per 
cent  has  gone  to  projects  outside  of  the 
United  States. 

"We  have  to  consider  the  implications 
the  funding  of  two  such  broadly  based 
projects  as  the  two  GCOM  priorities 
would  have  on  the  historic  character  of 
the  Advance,”  he  said. 

Limit  to  money  raised 

His  third  point  is:  “Can  we  raise  the 
amount  of  money  requested,  in  any  case, 
without  seriously  endangering  the 
Advance  as  a  whole?” 

“There  is  a  limit  as  to  how  much 
money  we  can  raise,  even  if  the  new 
priorities  are  made  a  part  of  the 
Advance,”  he  said.  He  estimates  that  the 
Advance  has  a  potential  during  the 
coming  year  of  raising  about  $20  million. 
Without  sacrificing  any  other  projects 
already  supported  by  the  Advance,  about 
$6  million  could  conceivably  be  raised 
for  the  priorities,  considerably  less  than 
the  amount  requested. 

“I  think  we  have  to  be  realistic  when 
we  consider  all  of  this,”  Mr.  Walker  said. 
“We  could  allow  the  Advance  to  become 
simply  a  designated  World  Service  fund. 
I  think  that  would  be  tragic.” 


Miss  Atkins  said  “Yes,”  and  was 
baptized. 

In  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Bekendam,  dated 
Dec.  30,  1975,  Miss  Atkins  said  she  is 
writing  a  book  on  her  life,  with  proceeds 
to  go  “towards  the  building  of  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  young  girls  who  may  be  on  the 
road  I  was  on  ...  ” 

In  August  1975,  a  week  after  she  was 
moved  out  of  isolation,  Miss  Atkins 
wrote,  “Last  night  the  Lord  gave  me  the 
precious  privilege  of  leading  a  young 
woman  in  the  sinners’  prayer.  She’s  the 
first  person  He’s  allowed  me  to  witness  to 
and  see  the  actual  salvation  ...  I’m  so 
thankful  that  He  can  use  me.” 

She  has  continued  in  her  Bible  studies 
and  in  witnessing  to  fellow  inmates.  In 
September,  she  wrote,  “It  truly  is  a  joy  to 
show  fellowship  with  the  sisters  in  Jesus 
here.  There  is  a  prayer  meeting  here  in 
my  room  nightly  or  as  the  Holy  Spirit 
guides  the  hearts  together.” 


"Determined  To 
Help  Her 
Own  People" 


SEBASTIANA  of  Mexico  wants 
to  reach  a  goal  in  life.  She’s  only 
fourteen-years-old,  but  wants  to  be 
a  teacher  and  help  the  children  in 
her  village. 

WORLD  S  CHILDREN,  INC.  has 
been  assisting  the  children  in  this 
Methodist  Home  in  Mexico  for 
several  years  and  we  have  seen  the 
improvement  in  eacl.  child  as  they 
mature  into  fine  Christian  young 
people. 

HOW  TO  SPONSOR  A  CHILD: 

No  contracts  are  signed  with 
WCI  and  a  sponsor  is  free  to  ter¬ 
minate  at  any  time.  All  gifts  are 
tax  deductible.  The  fee?  Only  ten 
dollars  a  month.  You  will  receive 
full  information  on  “your”  child 
and  can  write  to  him  if  you  wish. 
No  one  else  is  assigned  "your’’ 
particular  child.  During  the  year 
you  will  receive  regular  progress 
reports  on  the  child. 

Children  like  SEBASTIANA  need 
plenty  of  love  plus  spiritual  and 
physical  food.  Won’t  you  tell  a  little 
child  today  that  you  care  by  joining 
our  fine  family  of  sponsors?  Please 
write : 


Name _ 

Street _ 

City _ ; _ 

State  and  Zip _ 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Regional 
Director.  P.  O.  Box  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla. 
33880. 


1976 


ESCORTED 

TOURS 


Particularly 
Planned  For 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


WESTERN 
PARKS 

May  27- June  14 

A  delightful  rail-and-bus  tour  through  the  spectacular  scenery 
of  Utah,  Arizona,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico  —  Zion,  Bryce, 
Grand  Canyon,  Mesa  Verde  plus  the  Indian  Country  of  Taos 
1  quaint  Sante  Fe.  Even  a  ride  on  a  narrow-gauge  railroad 
1  you  will  marvel  at  the  Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir. 


BRITISH 
ISLES 

Jum  14 -July  3 

This  lovely  air  tour  concentrates  on  the  small  area  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  —  a  truly  in-depth  visit  to  the  British 
Isles.  Sights  include  Edinburgh,  Loch  Ness,  Loch  Lomond, 
Windsor  Palace,  Plymouth,  the  monoliths  of  Stonehenge,  and, 
of  course,  glorious  London. 


Alaska 


HamaH 


July  10- July  30 

this  exciting  3-week  all-surface  tour  of  our  49th  State, 
i  to  the  American  and  Canadian  Rockies,  a  spectacular 
J-day  cruise  along  the  Alaskan  coast  to  view  magnificent 
daciers.  Indian  villages*,  the  Trail  of  '98,  Juneau,  Vancouver 
Seattle. 


July  17 -August  1 

The  summer  is  a  great  time  to  visit  the  Islands  of  Paradise. 
This  2-week  air  tour  lets  you  see  beautiful  Hawaii  at  a  leisurely 
pace.  We  see  the  four  major  islands  of  Oahu,  Hawaii,  Kauai, 
and  Maui.  White  sand  beaches  and  fragrant  hibiscus  invite  you 
romantic  Hawaii, 


aJihn 


August  10  •  August  2S 

Really  see  ''inside"  of  Alaska!  You  will  visit  Anchorage,  Mt. 
McKinley,  Fairbanks,  Nome  and  transit  the  Arctic  Circle  to 
Kotzebue.  A  four-day  '  Inside  Passage"  Cruise  includes  Skagway 
and  Juneau;  returning  to  the  East  and  Midwest  by  regularly 
scheduled  air  flights  via  Seattle. 


around  and  across 

AMERICA 

October  4  -  October  24 

This  3-week  cruise  tour  departing  from  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 
takes  you  on  the  elegant  ROYAL  VIKING  SEA  (Norwegian 
registry).  With  the  amenities  of  a  great  hotel,  you  will  cruise 
to  ports  in  colorful  Mexico,  South  America,  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean  PLUS  an  unforgettable  transit  of  the  Panama  Canal  return¬ 
ing  to  Los  Angeles.  California.  Rail  or  air  within  U.S. 


Free  Folders  united  Methodist  tour  division  —  1976 
SEND  TO:  Group  Travel,  Inc, 

2200  Victory  Parkway,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


Name- 


City _ 

State- 


-Zip  Code- 


Please  send  the  following  folders: 

□  Western  Parks  (May  27-June  14) 

□  Alaska  (July  10-July  30) 

□  “Inside  Alaska"  (Aug.  10-Aug.  25) 

□  British  Isles  (June  14-July  3) 

□  Hawaii  (July  17-August  1) 

Q  Around-Across- America  (Oct  4*26) 


Ousted  pastor  claims 
‘gays’  show  compassion 


Ministers’  group  casts  straw 
vote  on  ‘ episcopal  candidates’ 


‘Manson  family’ 
member  baptized 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
requests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 

200  Carondelet  St. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 
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HAVE  YOU  RENEWED  I 
YOUR  SUBSCRIPTION? 
This  newspaper  is  read  by 
more  than  14,000 
United  Methodists 
in  Louisiana 


Dr.  Qyde  Clark  named  first  Foundation  director 


Planning  for  Foundation 


First  Church,  Monroe 
features  Houston  pastor 


Three-day  revival  at  Trinity,  Ruston 


Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  has  scheduled 
a  three-day  revival,  which  will  begin 
Sunday,  February  22  and  conclude 
Tuesday,  February  24.  The  Revival  will 
be  conducted  by  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field. 

Song  leader  for  the  event  is  David 
Stone,  and  many  activities  have  been 
planned,  according  to  Mrs.  Ben  James. 


Chairman  of  the  church’s  Commission  on 
Education.  Three  services  will  be  held  on 
Sunday  —  8:30  and  10:45  A.M.  and  at  7 
P.M.  Of  special  interest  is  a  10  A.M. 
"Coffee  Break"  service  on  Tuesday, 
February  24. 

Trinity  members  look  forward  to  this 
important  event  in  the  spiritual  life  of 
their  church. 


Dulac  reports  variety  of  activities 


On  November  18  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation  was  established  in  a  meeting 
held  In  Alexandria.  Twenty-six  initial  trustees  were  recognized  at  the  meeting,  at 
which  Shelby  Smith  of  Shreveport  was  elected  President;  Kent  Anderson,  of 
Monroe,  Vice-President;  John  Coleman,  of  Franklin,  Secretary;  and  John  Wagnon, 
of  Alexandria,  Treasurer.  Bishop  Crutchfield  presented  the  charter  of  the  Foun 
dation  to  President  Shelby  Smith,  the  officers  and  the  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway 
chairman,  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration.  W.  D.  Cotton,  of  Rayville 
Conference  Chancellor,  who  gave  valuable  help  in  the  development  of  the  Foun 
dation  is  on  the  right. 


Did  you  subscribe, 
renew? 

Although  the  Subscription  Campaign 
for  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  officially  closed  last 
Sunday,  February  15,  this  is  by  no  means 
the  close  of  the  subscription  effort.  It  is 
an  ongoing  event,  and  if  you  forgot  the 
schedule,  or  somehow  overlooked  the 
opportunity,  or  were  away  during  the 
campaign  period,  please  feel  free  to  send 
in  your  subscription  now! 

We  remind  you  again  that  the  news¬ 
paper  belongs  to  each  and  every  member 
in  our  Conference.  It  is  a  great  bargain- 
less  than  6c  per  copy. 

“All  in  the 
(Church)  Family” 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Wesley  presented 
their  first  child,  a  son,  for  dedication  and 
baptism  on  Sunday,  February  1  at  First 
Church,  Denham  Springs.  This  was  a  sort 
of  " family "  event,  because  the  Wesleys 
were  licensed  to  preach  from  the 
Denham  Springs  Church,  and  they 
wished  to  have  their  firstborn  baptized 
there.  Mr.  Wesley  is  currently  pastor  at 
Loranger  and  Cooper  Chapel  in  the 
Hammond  District.  The  Rev.  Carey 
Martin,  pastor  at  Denham  Springs,  also 
appears  in  the  photograph. 


Ebenezer  dedicates 
two  buildings 


Ebenezer  Church,  Lafayette  District, 
dedicated  two  buildings  on  January  25. 
and  Robert  H.  Jamieson,  Area  Provost 
and  Kenneth  McDowell,  District 
Superintendent,  were  on  hand  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  The  Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire, 
Pastor  of  the  Ebenezer-Wesley  Charge, 
said  that  this  was  the  first  time  in  his  38 
years  in  the  ministry  that  he  had  ever 
heard  of  any  church  dedicating  two 
buildings  on  the  same  day.  The  buildings 
are  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church  and 
the  parsonage. 

Assisting  in  the  Dedication  services 
was  the  Rev.  Edward  Boyd,  during 
whose  pastorate  the  first  tentative  plans 
were  made  for  the  Fellowship  Hall. 
Former  Pastors  John  E.  Scarf  and 
Razzie  Ray  Branton  sent  special  letters 
of  greetings  to  the  congregation. 
(Another  former  Pastor,  the  late  Rev. 
Etienne  Brouillette  had  planned  to  at¬ 
tend.) 

A  covered  dish  dinner  was  served  in 
the  new  Fellowship  Hall  after  the  ser¬ 
vices.  (The  accompanying  photograph 
shows  participants.) 


Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  was 
presented  a  Louisiana  Conference  Silver 
Medallion  in  recognition  of  her  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  Mrs.  Cad- 
wallader's  donation  was  the  first 
received  by  the  Foundation.  In  this 
photograph  Area  Provost  Robert 
Jamieson  presents  the  Medallion  to  Mrs. 
Cadwallader. 


\ 

if. i. 

This  photograph  shows  some  of  the  participants  In  a  Task  Group  meeting  held  In 
Baton  Rouge,  in  which  some  of  the  Initial  planning  for  the  Foundation  took  place.  Dr. 
Clyde  S.  Clark,  Director,  and  Shelby  Smith,  Foundation  President  are  shown  on  the 
extreme  right. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
Leads  Preaching  Mission 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  Pastor  of  First 
Church,  Houston,  Texas,  will  be  the 
featured  speaker  for  a  Preaching 
Mission  at  First  Church,  Monroe, 
February  23-25. 

Services  will  be  held  on  each  of  the 
three  evenings  at  7:30;  also,  there  will  be 
noonday  services  on  February  24  and  25 
(Tuesday  and  Wednesday)  at  12:10  and 
12:40.  Following  the  Wednesday  worship 
service,  ministers  will  hold  a  luncheon  at 
which  Dr.  Allen  will  speak. 

During  the  Preaching  Mission  special 
music  will  be  under  the  direction  of  Joe 
Cleveland  of  First  Church. 

Dr.  Allen  is  a  well-known  preacher  and 
is  Pastor  of  the  church  in  Houston, 
reputed  to  have  the  largest  membership 
in  the  world,  nearly  11,000.  According  to  a 
spokesman,  "...  Charles  L.  Allen  .  .  . 
speaks  simply,  seldom  raises  his  voice 
and  uses  few  gestures.  He  emphasizes 
Christian  daily  living  and  prayer.  He  is 
inclined  to  say  simply,  ’You’11  be  happier 
if  you  live  this  way.’  ’’ 

The  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Pastor  of  First 
Church.  Monroe,  invites  the  public  to 
participate  in  this  Preaching  Mission. 


Wills,  Trusts,  Special  Gifts 
Committee  to  be  requested 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  it  was 
voted  that  the  Annual  Conference  would 
be  asked  to  pass  a  resolution  which  in 
turn  would  request  every  congregation  to 
establish  a  committee  on  wills,  trusts, 
and  special  gifts. 


Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointment  of  Clyde  S. 
Clark,  the  Alexandria  District 
Superintendent,  as  the  first  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  effective  June  1,  1976, 
although  he  will  be  active  in  the 
organization  of  the  Foundation  prior  to 
that  time. 

Clyde  S.  Clark  is  a  native  of  Conway, 
Arkansas;  he  holds  a  B.A.  Degree  from 
Hendrix  College,  a  B.D.  Degree  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  and  did  post 
graduate  work  at  the  University  of 
Chicago.  His  wife,  Kathryn  L.  Clark,  a 
native  of  Alta  Vista,  Kansas,  holds  a 
Master’s  Degree  in  Business  Education 
from  Kansas  State  College  of  Emporia, 
Kansas.  The  Clarks  have  three  children: 
Norman,  who  lives  in  Garden  City, 
Kansas,  and  Sherri  and  Skyler  who  live 
in  New  Orleans. 

He  has  served  pastorates  in  Missouri, 
Illinois,  Kansas,  and  Louisiana.  Among 
the  larger  churches  served  are  First 
Church,  Carbondale,  Illinois.  He  was 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Emporia,  Kan¬ 
sas,  from  1950  to  1962,  where  he  was 
instrumental  in  leading  the  congregation 
in  building  and  paying  for  a  one  million 
dollar  church  plant.  He  was  assigned  to 
the  pastorate  of  First  Church,  New 
Orleans,  in  1962  and  served  there  until 
1970.  During  his  pastorate  at  First 
Church,  the  indebtedness  on  the  church 
plant  was  reduced  approximately 
$500,000.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has 
served  as  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District. 

He  has  held  many  leadership  positions 
within  the  church.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  in  three  conferences, 
having  served  as  Chairman  in  the 
Kansas  Conference.  For  the  past 
quadrennium  he  has  been  the  Cabinet 
representative  to  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  He  has  served  as  Trustee  of 
Southern  University  and  of  St.  Paul’s 
School  of  Theology. 


Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark 
Director,  United 
Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Louisiana 


For  the  past  two  years  Clyde  Clark  has 
been  the  representative  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  the  national  meeting  of 
United  Methodists’  Foundations 
Directors. 

Of  his  appointment  as  Foundation 
Director,  he  commented,  "The  work  of 
the  Foundation  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 


ference  can  and  ought  to  be  done  for  the 
sake  of  the  many  institutions  of  this 
Conference.  It  is  a  venture  in  which 
every  United  Methodist  in  this  state  can 
and  must  have  a  part.  It  is  a  long  term 
program  of  stewardship  cultivation  of 
the  accumulated  resources  in  the  hands 
of  the  Methodist  people  of  this  state.” 


Foundation  charter  is 


1T11  O*  Cadwallader 
receives  first 
Medallion 


Children’s  Home  to  dedicate  chapel 


Asbury,  Natchitoches, 
holds  School  of  Mission 


The  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
Ruston,  has  announced  the  forthcoming 
dedication  of  the  newly  renovated 
chapel  to  be  held  on  Sunday,  February 
22,  at  2  P.M.,  with  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  leading  the  service. 

The  Chapel  will  be  dedicated  "  .  .  .to 
the  glory  of  God  in  memory  of  the  Rev. 
Harry  E.  Ezell,  who  served  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Children’s  Home 
from  1960  until  his  retirement  in  1973 
...”  The  order  of  worship  is  being 
planned  to  include  several  of  Reverend 
Ezell’s  favorite  hymns  as  well  as  to 
express  his  faith  in  God  and  his  love  for 
children. 

The  chapel  was  completely  renovated 
last  summer  for  the  first  time  since  it 
was  moved  to  the  Home  in  the  early 
1950’s.  It  was  originally  used  as  a  chapel 
at  Fort  Polk.  The  renovation  has  resulted 
in  a  beautifully  appointed,  well-equipped 
sanctuary.  It  is  also  being  equipped  for 
audio-visual  presentations;  and  an  office 
for  the  Ruston  District  Superintendent  is 
provided  within  the  building. 

A  portrait  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ezell, 
painted  by  Ruston  Artist  Miss  Mary 
Moffett,  will  hang  in  the  foyer.  The  staff 


From  Dulac  Community  Center  comes 
news  of  progress  in  the  life  of  the  Center 
and  its  continuing  outreach  to  the 
community. 

The  Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  Director  of  the 
Center,  announces  that  a  tuition/  ex¬ 
pense  Scholarship  to  Nicholls  State 
University  for  a  commuter  student  of 
Houma  tribal  descent  has  been 
established  through  the  Dulac  Com¬ 
munity  Center  by  organizations  and 
individuals  of  Westlake;  the  Kentwood 
Church;  and  Mt.  Herman  Church. 

The  scholarship  became  available  on 
January  1,  and  the  first  recipient  is  Ms. 
Clarissa  Foret,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Morris  Foret  of  Houma.  Ms.  Foret 
was  graduated  from  South  Terrebonne 
High  School  in  1975,  and  has  worked  as  a 
teachers’  aide  in  the  Day  Care  Program 
of  Dulac  since  June  1,  1975.  She  is  now 
enrolled  full  time  in  Nicholls  State, 


pursuing  a  degree  in  Special  Education. 

In  other  activity  centering  around  the 
Dulac  program,  Mr.  Milton  indicates 
that  a  group  of  21  students  and  seven 
adult  sponsors  from  DePauw  University, 
Greencastle,  Ind.  spent  three  weeks  at 
the  Center,  ministering  to  the  people  of 
the  community. 

Among  the  group  was  a  busy  Indiana 
physician,  Dr.  James  B.  Johnson,  who 
was  at  the  Center  with  the  group.  He, 
Mrs.  Johnson,  and  his  office  nurse,  Miss 
Hopkins,  and  six  nursing  students,  led  a 
program  of  health  care  among  the  people 
of  the  area.  He  also  spoke  at  church 
services,  emphasizing  the  importance  of 
lending  one’s  talents  to  "God’s  work." 

Dr.  Fred  Lamar,  Depauw  University 
Chaplain,  directed  the  University 
students  in  performing  many  tasks  at  the 
Center,  which  put  a  new  "glow"  on 
Dulac,  both  physically  and  spiritually. 


Asbury  Church,  Natchitoches, 
designated  the  month  of  January  for  the 
Churchwide  School  of  Mission,  and  it  was 
an  eventful  occasion  in  the  life  of  the 
entire  congregation. 

Preliminary  sessions  were  held  for 
familiarization,  including  the  use  of 
films,  filmstrips,  etc.  on  the  related 
theme,  "One  Nation  Under  God."  Par¬ 
ticipants  involved  in  presenting  the 
purposes  of  the  study  and  the  ecumenical 
preview  were:  Mesdames  Edith 
Grayson,  Lillian  Martin,  Alberta 
Harrison,  Willie  M.  Brooks,  and  Mr.  Leo 
Walker. 

Study  groups  for  all  ages  were  held. 
Heading  the  adult  group  were  Mrs. 
Alonzo  Campbell  and  Mr.  I.  C.  Combest. 
The  youth  study  was  under  the  direction 


Ms.  Clarissa  Foret 
Scholarship  Recipient 


Dr.  James  B.  Johnson 
Physician  who  donated  his  services. 


of  Mrs.  R.  F.  Gardner  and  Mr.  Demelvin 
Johnson. 

Taking  part  in  various  aspects  of  the 
Mission  Study  were  the  following 
members:  Nathaniel  Washington; 

Walter  Young;  J.  D.  Graham;  Willie 
Joseph;  Mrs.  Thelma  Thrash;  and  Ms. 
Pamela  Combest. 

Members  of  the  Work  Area  on  Missions 
which  coordinated  the  event  were: 
Mesdames  Winderlean  Lewis,  Chair¬ 
person;  Daisy  Jones,  Vieanna  Gay, 
Sallye  Pierce,  Sarah  Williams,  Loretta 
Brittian.  Betty  Gardner,  Herddie  Rivers, 
Gladys  Woodson,  Mary  Severe;  also, 
Nathaniel  Washington,  I.  C.  Combest, 
Ms.  Silvia  Woodson  and  Ms.  Sandra 
Williams.  The  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell, 
Pastor,  helped  to  develop  the  program. 


of  the  Home  has  indicated  their  desire 
for  use  of  the  chapel  by  church  groups  in 
the  area. 

Terrell  J.  DeVille,  Superintendent, 
indicates  that  the  dedication  services  will 
be  a  meaningful  occasion,  and  invites  all 
interested  persons  to  attend. 


Bishop’s  Message 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  took  one  of  its  most  significant  steps  when 
a  few  months  ago  it  established  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation,  thereby 
seeking  to  guarantee  the  future  stability  of  conference-related  institutions  and 
programs.  Across  the  years  ahead,  the  cause  of  Christ  will  be  strengthened 
because  this  has  been  done. 

Already  there  have  been  inquiries  and  several  significant  gifts.  We  are  indeed 
gratified  at  the  reception  the  Foundation  has  received,  and  of  the  evident  in¬ 
terest  and  loyalty  manifest  by  its  first  trustees. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  the  intention  of  the  bishop  and  cabinet  to  ask  Dr. 
Clyde  Clark,  presently  Superintendent  of  the  Alexandria  District,  to  become  the 
first  Executive  Director  of  the  Foundation.  Barring  conditions  that  cannot  be 
foreseen.  Dr.  Clark  will  become  Director  at  the  session  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  convening  in  Shreveport  during  the  first  week  in  June.  In  the  meantime 
there  is  preparation  for  his  program,  and  the  necessity  for  the  development  of 
all  known  sources  of  strength  for  the  Foundation’s  effort.  Dr.  Clyde  Clark  is  one 
of  the  outstanding  men  of  this  conference,  indeed  of  this  region,  and  he  will  give 
the  vibrant,  stabilizing,  and  intelligent  leadership  the  program  needs.  It  will  be 
a  joy  to  work  with  Dr.  Clark,  and  I  am  asking  every  lay  person  and  every 
minister  in  this  state  to  give  the  fullest  cooperation  to  his  office.  The  beautiful 
thing  about  a  conference-level  foundation  program  is  that  it  strengthens  the 
local  church.  Experience  in  such  efforts  in  Florida,  California,  and  Oklahoma, 
where  these  foundations  have  been  highly  successful,  indicates  that  in  the  long 
run  the  local  church  is  the  chief  beneficiary,  both  financially  and  program-wise. 
I  am  asking  every  person,  therefore,  to  give  full  cooperation  to  Dr.  Clark’s 
efforts. 

One  important  thought  is  to  be  left  with  you  from  this  week’s  Bishop’s 
Message :  Long  after  you  are  gone  from  this  life,  the  money  you  now  control  will 
be  working  for  someone,  for  something,  for  some  cause.  Why  not  see  to  it  now 
that  your  money  works  for  the  cause  of  Christ?  The  money  you  now  control  will 
be  earning  something  for  someone  for  some  cause  —  why  not  the  Lord’s  cause? 
Check  with  your  district  superintendent  and  with  Dr.  Clark.  Arrange  for  the 
future  strength  of  United  Methodism  and  the  cause  of  our  Lord  in  Louisiana. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  // 
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Editorials*™-^ 

Church-wide  priorities  must 
not  become  peripheral  projects 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Last  year  United  Methodism's  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  —  the 
denomination’s  national  agency  for 
program  coordination  —  named  two 
immediate  church-wide  priorities:  world 
hunger  and  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church. 

At  the  time  those  priorities  were  set, 
TM/  UMR  praised  the  GCOM  for  its 
action.  We  remain  convinced  of  the  worth 
and  importance  of  that  action.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  we  support  the  proposal  soon  to  be 
forwarded  to  GCOM  by  a  division  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  which  asks  that 
“evangelism"  be  named  a  third  priority. 

We  are  concerned,  however,  about  the 
way  proposals  for  funding  these 
priorities  have  been  handled,  not  only  by 
GCOM  but  by  all  agencies  involved.  Chief 
among  our  concerns  is  the  un- 
precendented  recommendation  by 
GCOM  that  the  “Advance”  (second-mile 
giving  program)  become  the  main  fund 
raiser  for  the  two  approved  priorities. 
And  although  GCOM  is  yet  to  act  on  the 
“Evangelism"  priority,  it  appears  the 
Advance  likewise  will  be  asked  to  be  a 
major  funding  source  for  it  too,  should  it 
pass. 

As  pointed  out  by  Advance  Director 
Joe  Walker  (TM/  UMR.  Feb.  13),  such  a 
funding  would  be  a  considerable 
departure  from  the  historic  purposes  of 
the  Advance  Special  fund.  The  Advance 
has  formerly  been  used  only  as  a  fund¬ 
raising  system  for  very  specific  and 
narrowly  defined  “mission”  and  “relief" 
projects  through  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  It  has  never 
been  used  to  fund  broadbased  church 
programs  such  as  the  church-wide 
priorities.  Mr.  Walker  warns  that  there  is 
a  possibility  that  such  a  “broadening”  of 
the  fund’s  purpose  could  “dismantle  a 
good  thing." 

We  not  only  underline  Mr.  Walker’s 
fears,  but  point  out  the  obvious  con¬ 
tradiction  in  naming  church-wide 
priorities  and  then  funding  them  with 
second-mile  giving. 

If  these  are  truely  high  priorities  for 
our  church  and  all  its  agencies  —  and  not 
merely  the  priorities  of  the  GCOM  —  they 
must  be  “primary"  and  not  second-mile 
projects.  And  as  high  priorities,  they 
should  not  become  additional  programs, 
operated  and  funded  outside  of  the  usual 
business  of  our  church,  but  should  be  a 
part  of  that  “usual  business.” 

Funding  should  come  from  World 
Service  apportionments  —  the  main¬ 
stream  fund  of  church  finances.  In  terms 
of  agency  responsibility,  our  national 
boards  and  agencies  need  to  make  these 
priorities  their  priorities,  reflected  in  the 
adjustments  of  and  additions  to  their 
individual  budgets  and  programs.  If  the 
various  boards  and  agencies  are  unable 

Welcome  new  TM/UMR 
local  church  editions 

With  this  edition  TM/UMR  begins 
serving  six  additional  local  church  con¬ 
gregations  through  local  church  editions. 
Each  of  the  editions  includes  a  special 
front  page  of  local  church  news,  a  page  of 
annual  conference  news  and  four  pages 
of  general  church  news  and  comment. 

The  new  editions  include  a  special 
"parish"  edition  to  serve  four  local  con¬ 
gregations  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  (700 
subscribers),  and  regular  local  church 
editions  for  First  UMC,  Lafayette, 
Louisiana,  Louisiana  Conference,  (580 
subscribers)  and  Christ  UMC,  Fort 
Lauderdale.  Florida,  Florida  Confer¬ 
ence,  (1,300  subscribers). 

The  Fort  Worth  parish  edition  (Central 
Texas  Conference)  will  go  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  local  churches  in  that  city :  Boulevard 
UMC,  Trinity  UMC,  Diamond  Hill  UMC, 
and  Calvary  UMC. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  congre¬ 
gations  we  say  “Welcome.  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  TM/UMR  edition  informa¬ 
tive,  and  that  you  will  join  with  our  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor." 
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or  unwilling  to  make  the  necessary  ad¬ 
justments,  then  the  GCOM  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  should 
recommend  adjustments  for  them  in 
order  to  prevent  World  Service  ap¬ 
portionments  from  rising  out  of  sight. 

It  is  tempting  to  reach  for  a  successful 
fund-raising  program  such  as  the 
Advance  as  a  way  to  avoid  the  painful 
realities  associated  with  accepting  and 
implementing  new  priorities.  If  we 
believe,  however,  that  hunger,  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church,  and  evangelism 
should  be  high  priorities,  we  need  to 
reflect  that  belief  at  the  heart  of  our 
financial  apportionments. 

An  “end  run”  around  normal  funding 
channels  may  look  like  a  panacea  today, 
but  will  do  little  toward  maintaining  and 
increasing  the  church’s  credibility,  or  to 
highlight  the  priorities  we  have  set  as  we 
attempt  faithfully  to  be  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  during  a  new  quadrennium. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Strike  three , 
you’re  out! 

Last  summer  I  overheard  five  Babe 
Ruth  baseball  players  discussing  a 
game  they  had  lost.  Runs  batted  in, 
strike  outs,  stolen  bases  and  fielding 
errors  were  mentioned. 

“He  just  went  down  lookin,"  was 
said  in  criticism  of  a  fellow  player. 

“What  do  you  mean?”  I  inquired  of 
the  exhausted  pitcher  of  the  team. 

“He  didn’t  even  try  to  hit  the  ball!  ’’ 
explained  the  tired  boy. 

This  Christian  message  came 
through  to  me:  We  are  all  players  on 
the  Lord  s  team.  We  may  never  be 
credited  with  a  run  batted  in  or  a  hit, 
but  let’s  stand  up  and  try  to  hit  the 
ball.  May  it  never  be  said  of  us,  “They 
went  down  lookin!” 

May  we  say  with  Paul,  “I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my 
course.  I  have  kept  the  faith.”  (II 
Tim.  4:7) 

Zella  Piper 
Wray,  Colorado 
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Here  I  Stand 

United  Methodism  can  thrive 
because  of  its  differences 


By  VERNON  SCHMIDT 

The  division  of  persons  within  the 
church  has  caused  bitterness  and  tension 
that  projects  itself  in  misunderstanding. 
The  conservative-radical  arms  of  the 
Body  of  Christ  stand  at  either  end  of  a 
spectrum  in  a  considered  opposition  with 
both  elements  generally  determined  to 
exclude  the  other.  This  is  a  bitterness 
that  has  developed  through  the  period  in 
which  radical  action  in  the  name  of 
changing  society  has  confronted  conser¬ 
vative  concern  for  maintaining  the  status 
quo  of  the  church. 

For  either  position  to  succeed  in 
eliminating  the  other  would  be  disas¬ 
trous.  For  conservatism  to  control  the 
church  would  mean  that  the  church 
would  be  stagnated  and  frozen  into  a 
pattern  that  would  spell  the  death  of  the 
organized  structure.  The  results  of 


radical  success  in  eliminating  conserva¬ 
tism  would  be  equally  disastrous.  The 
church  would  then  become  a  church  at 
the  mercy  of  passing  fancies. 

The  two  positions  need  one  another  in  a 
real  and  true  sense.  The  balance  of 
radicalism  over  and  against  conserva¬ 
tism  produces  a  constructive  tension  that 
keeps  alive  both  the  tradition  and  the 
social  consciousness.  To  lose  either 
would  mean  to  lose  the  strength  of  the 
church  and  the  truth  therein. 

Radicalism  walks  a  line  of  risk  which 
needs  to  be  carefully  watched  so  that  the 
actions  of  radical  churchpersons  do  not 
result  in  a  loss  of  the  rootage  of 
Christianity.  Radical  Christians  need  the 
roots  of  the  church  to  survive.  The 
Christologieal  truth  that  the  historical 
Christian  community  anchors  itself  to  is 
necessary.  Radicalism  cannot  survive 


U.M.  bishop’s  abortion  stand  decried 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  January  30  issue.  I 
refer  to  “U.M.  bishop  hits  Catholic 
efforts  on  abortion." 

I  have  always  admired  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  for  the  leadership  he  has  given  in 
the  fight  for  freedom  from  oppression  for 
all  peoples.  It  is  because  of  my  admira¬ 
tion  for  him  that  I  regret  his  attack  on  the 
efforts  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  to 
overturn  the  1973  Supreme  Court  abor¬ 
tion  decisions. 

To  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  and  to 
a  small  minority  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  abortion  is  a  moral 
issue.  And  my  God  has  called  me  not  to 
be  silent  on  moral  issues. 

We  have  disagreed  with  the  Roman 
Catholics  on  moral  issues  before.  We 
have  not  let  their  stand  on  gambling 
hinder  our  efforts.  If  we  let  the  issue  of 
abortion  “detract  from  the  ecumenical 
accords  which  have  been  achieved  after 
many  years,”  then  the  fault  must  be 
placed  on  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Though  my  personal  position  on 
abortion  is  more  closely  related  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  than  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  stance,  I  am  proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist  minister. 

Jerden  Davis 
Waxahachie,  Texas 

1 Abortion  is  murder' 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Armstrong  forgets  that  abor¬ 
tion  is  murder  and  murder  for  Metho¬ 
dists  or  Catholics  is  a  very  grave  wrong. 

John  D.  Miller 
Lone  Star,  Texas 
Bishop's  thinking  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

One  cannot  allow  to  go  unchallenged 
Bishop  James  Armstrong’s  blast  at  the 
Roman  Catholic  bishops’  stand  on 
abortion  as  carried  in  your  issue  of 
January  30. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  Roman  Catholic 
efforts  to  influence  legislation;  it  is  not  a 
question  of  Roman  Catholic  views;  it  is  a 
question  of  common,  decent  morality  and 
something  in  which  we  all  ought  to  join. 

Bishop  Armstrong  is  wrong,  pitifully 
wrong  in  his  thinking.  His  naive  plea  that 
Roman  Catholic  anti-abortion  policy  will 
set  back  the  cause  of  ecumenicity,  what¬ 


ever  that  may  be  worth,  is  just  irrational 
thinking. 

Charles  Dowdell 
Huntington  Beach,  California 

'Follow  Holy  Spirit' 

To  the  Editor: 

I  find  Bishop  Armstrong’s  views  on  the 
Roman  Catholics’  attempts  to  change  the 
law  on  abortion  difficult  to  understand 
(TM/UMR,  Jan.  30).  Is  he  saying  that  a 
change  in  the  law  would  contradict  the 
United  Methodist  and  maybe  other 
Protestant  denominations’  points  of 
view?  If  that  is  so,  then  he  is  merely 
objecting  to  an  influence  which  we  now 
enjoy  being  shifted  to  the  Roman 
Catholics.  Is  he  saying  that  if  the  Roman 
Catholic  view  prevails,  then  the  freedom 
of  conscience  of  the  citizenry  at  large  will 
be  prohibited?  If  this  is  what  he  means, 
then  surely  he  is  forgetting  that  the 
abortion  laws  have  been  originally  cam¬ 
paigned  for  by  organizations  which  have 
far  less  of  a  following  than  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Let  us  also  use  ecumenical  means  to 
deepen  our  appreciation  of  those  issues 
where  as  Christians  we  have  deep  differ¬ 
ences  of  ethical  understanding.  It  is  only 
when  we  speak  the  truth  to  which  the 
Spirit  has  guided  us  in  the  love  which  the 
Spirit  has  generated  in  us,  that  we  shall 
find  the  way  to  reconcile  them.  That 
surely  is  the  right  and  proper  Christian 
thing  to  do. 

Mervyn  Russell 

Berkeley  Springs,  West  Virginia 

Aid  to  church  schools 
is  dangerous  action 
To  the  Editor: 

Let  us  pray  for  Bishop  John  B. 
Warman  who,  according  to  his  statement 
in  TM/UMR  of  Jan.  30,  apparently  thinks, 
our  tax  money  for  higher  education  is 
important  enough  to  risk  any  dangers  of 
secularization  and  state  control. 

We  need  Bishop  Warman  and  all  of  our 
Methodist  ministers  to  help  us  under¬ 
stand  and  take  seriously  Section  A, 
Paragraph  75,  in  the  1972  “Discipline,” 
and  its  exemplification  in  the  “General 
Conference  Book  of  Resolutions." 

James  Madison  said  separation  of 
church  and  state  provides  a  freedom  too 
precious  to  mess  around  with.  Freedom’s 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

*^Third  vacation 9  reflection  on 
v mortality  and  the  ultimate 


ytC: 

Mr.  Dunnam 

“Well,  have  you  had  a  restful  ‘third 
vacation,’  and  used  the  time  away  to 
read  a  lot  of  good  books?”  the  caller 
asked. 

“No,"  I  had  to  confess.  “I’ve  enjoyed  it 
very  little;  I  didn’t  need  the  rest;  and  I 
haven’t  felt  like  reading  anything  very 
heavy.” 

“Well,  how  have  you  spent  all  that 
time?"  he  asked. 

I  don’t  know  for  sure  how  other  people 
feel  when  they  undergo  surgery,  but  I 
now  have  a  pretty  good  idea  (see 
TM/  UMR,  Jan.  16).  To  answer  the 
man’s  question,  I’ve  spent  most  of  the 
past  five  weeks  doing  two  things: 
vegetating  and  reflecting. 

I’ve  reflected  about  what  it  means  to 
feel  pain.  I’ve  always  felt  sorry  for 
persons  experiencing  pain.  My  recent 
experience  has  created  a  new  awareness 
of  what  it  means  to  hurt.  It  also  has 
provided  me  with  a  new  awareness  of  the 
power  and  meaning  of  prayers  —  not  my 
prayers  for  me,  but  the  intercessory 
prayers  of  others.  I  do  not  think  I  will 
again  visit  a  person  who  is  undergoing 
severe  physical  pain  without  offering  to 
have  a  prayer  for  divine  guidance  and 
strength  to  endure. 

I’ve  reflected  on  what  it  means  to  have 
friends.  The  cards,  letters,  calls,  visits 
and  prayers  of  persons  I  know,  and 
persons  I  don’t  know,  have  been  a  source 
of  comfort  and  strength  during  my 
recuperation.  And,  I’ve  learned  that 
friends  willingly  take  over  and  expect 
little  or  nothing  in  return.  I  hope  in  the 
future  I  can  accept  the  burdens  and 
responsibilities  of  others  with  the  same 
willingness  that  so  many  persons  have 
demonstrated  in  covering  for  me. 

Finally,  and  most  importantly.  I’ve 
reflected  anew  about  the  nature  and 
destiny  of  human  life.  Most  of  us  are 
usually  so  oriented  toward  living  and 
functioning  in  the  present  that  we  devote 
little  time  to  thinking  in  ultimate  terms. 
Nothing  is  so  obvious  to  one  who  is 
temporarily  incapacitated  as  the  ab¬ 


soluteness  of  one’s  own  mortality. 
Thoughts  about  the  ultimate  are 
inevitable. 

I  had  a  span  of  two  months  to  think 
about  an  upcoming  date  with  the 
surgeon.  Early  on,  I  wondered  if  the  time 
would  ever  come  and  pass.  I  rationalized 
that  maybe  I  didn’t  need  to  go  through 
with  it.  As  time  drew  nearer,  I  wondered 
at  times  if  I  would  ever  wake  up.  I 
dreaded  the  pain  and  forced  inactivity. 

Then  the  moment  of  truth  arrived.  I 
survived.  And  a  month  later  I’m  entering 
the  final  stages  of  recovery,  hoping  this 
experience  will  soon  be  only  an  un¬ 
pleasant  memory. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that,  on  a  much 
longer  scale,  the  whole  of  our  lives  is 
something  like  this  experience.  As 
human  beings,  our  lives  are  limited  by 
the  ever-moving  hands  of  time  between 
our  birth  and  our  death. 

One  of  these  days  each  of  us  will 
inevitably  die.  In  the  meantime,  we  can 
spend  our  time  dreading  the  inevitable. 
We  can  spend  our  time  specualting  what 
will  happen  to  us  after  we  depart  this  life. 
We  can  live  only  for  the  present  moment, 
grasping  what  temporal  pleasures  we 
can  and  failing  to  recognize  that  every 
moment  of  every  day  we  live  is  a  sacred 
gift  which  deserves  to  be  treated  with 
ultimate  purpose. 

People  whose  lives  are  dominated  by 
dread  are  likely  to  accomplish  little  of 
value.  Likewise  those  who  are  preoc¬ 
cupied  with  what  lies  beyond  our  present 
form  of  existence.  Likewise  those  who 
live  only  for  today. 

I  don’t  plan  to  die  soon.  I  don’t  plan  to 
resort  to  a  totally  sober,  humorless 
existence,  or  to  be  unable  to  enjoy  the 
experiences  of  the  present.  But  out  of  my 
recent  reflections,  I  intend  to  live  every 
day  with  a  clearer  sense  of  ultimate 
purpose.  By  so  doing.  1  hope  it  will  be 
obvious  when  my  time  on  earth  is  gone 
that  my  life  bore  witness  to  something  of 
eternal  importance. 

-SPURGEON  M  DUNNAM  III 
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unfinished  task  in  religious  liberty  is  to 
guard  the  right  of  religious  expression  on 
the  one  hand  while  refusing  to  counte¬ 
nance  an  establishment  of  religion  by  the 
powers  of  the  state. 

From  a  veteran  layman  to  Brother 
Warman:  let  us  take  the  easy  way  by  just 
raising  the  askings. 

David  W.  Young  Sr. 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Why  do  'born  again' 

Christians  leave  CMC? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the  letter 
written  by  the  Neal  Anderson  Family  of 
Winnebago,  Illinois  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  6).  I 
am  becoming  quite  alarmed  at  the 
number  of  persons  who  say  that  they 
have  been  reborn  and  that  they  have 
experienced  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  then  proceed  to  leave  their 
church  because  it  is  not  spiritual  enough 
for  them. 

I  would  like  to  know  why  these  people 
abandon  Christ’s  call  to  them  to 
evangelize  the  church  where  they  are. 
There  is  a  great  mission  field  in  the  local 
church  for  born-again  Christians  to 
revitalize  their  own  people.  How  do  they 
expect  the  church  they  left  to  grow 
spiritually  if  all  of  those  who  receive  the 
Spirit  leave?  Let  us  stop  criticizing  the 
working  of  the  local  church  and  join  with 
the  pastor  in  winning  people  to  the  Lord. 

Walton  J.Tully 
Homer,  Ohio 

Christians  don't  need 
'TM'  to  meditate 
To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  recent  comments  on 
transcendental  meditation,  I  know 
Christians  practice  TM  —  but  In  TM 
there  is  a  small  worship  center  with  a 
picture  of  the  “Swami"  before  which  the 
one  wanting  to  meditate  says  a  “Man¬ 
tra.”  This  Mantra  has  been  found  to  be 
Sanskrit,  which  when  interpreted  says, 
“I  bow  down  to  thee  Swami.”  People 
saying  this  foreign  phrase  may  not  know 
it  means  this,  but  they  are,  neverthe¬ 
less,  breaking  a  commandment:  You 
shall  bow  down  to  no  one  else  but  God. 

A  Christian  can  meditate  and  relax  in 
Christ  without  TM. 

I  base  the  above  statements  on  positive 
information,  not  hearsay.  The  way  it  is 
spreading  really  upsets  me. 

Doris  Greig 

Leonardtown,  Maryland 

CIA  iron  Id  not  call 
Bible  * radical * 

To  the  Editor: 

This  year  I  will  be  80  years  old  and 
have  been  an  active  Methodist  since  I 
was  18  years  old.  Of  all  the  cartoons  I 
have  seen  in  your  paper  or  elsewhere,  I 
have  never  seen  as  big  a  lie  as  the  one  on 
page  two  of  the  Feb.  6  issue  which  refers 
to  the  C.I.A. 

No  agent  would  have  called  the  Bible  a 
radical  book.  No  missionary  should  be 
disloyal  enough  to  the  United  States  to 
refuse  to  assist  our  secret  service.  If  he  is 
informed,  he  knows  the  Russian  KGB  is 
everywhere  and,  further,  that  we  are 
actually  at  war  with  them.  So  our  agents 
are  out  there  to  secure  information  from 
whatever  source  they  can  get  it. 

If  you  want  to  recommend  we  refrain 
from  politics,  have  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  get  their  dirty  fingers  out  of 
Rhodesia,  where  some  of  our  money  is 
being  used  to  support  radicals  trying  to 
overthrow  a  legal  government  by  force  of 
arms. 

Also,  have  the  U.S.  National  Council  of 
Churches  quit  giving  money  to  persons 
like  Bayard  Ruston,  who  sent  innocent 
girls  to  Mississippi  to  register  Negroes  a 
few  years  ago. 

Seems  like  you  forget  fast.  Some  of  the 


above  are  the  causes  of  thousands  of 
Methodist  Church  people  quitting  the 
church. 

Please  advise  me  what  percent  of  my 
$250  per  year  goes  to  the  WCC  or  NCC, 
and  I’ll  be  happy  to  reduce  it  that  much. 

E.  H.  Ezell 
Buffalo,  Texas 
Local  church  boards  can 
petition  General  Conference 

Toj the  Editor: 

f  wonder  how  many  of  us  are  aware 
that  the  Administrative  Board  of  any 
United  Methodist  Church  can  petition  the 
General  Conference  on  any  matter.  The 
Administraiive  Board  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lovington,  New 
Mexico,  petitioned  the  1976  General 
Conference  to  make  no  changes  in  the 
present  United  Methodist  Church’s 
statement  of  social  principles,  referring 
to  homosexual  practice  and  sexual  in¬ 
tercourse  in  the  marriage  bond,  and  not 
to  establish  a  study  commission  on 
human  sexuality. 

So  many  times  we  as  members  of  an 
individual  church  feel  that  we  can  do 
nothing  which  will  reach  all  the  way  to 
the  General  Conference.  We  often  feel 
that  the  church  is  not  responsive  and  that 
the  means  lo  express  our  opinions  do  not 
really  exist.  This  is  one  method  which 
every  Methodist  Church  can  use  and  we 
hope  that  the  Administrative  Boards  of 
many  churches  will  express  their 
opinions  to  the  General  Conference  on 
this  matter  and  wish  them  to  know  that 
this  is  one  means  of  doing  so. 

Robert  L.  Love 
Lovington,  New  Mexico 


Vernon  Schmidt 

outside  that  reality. 

Conservatism  serves  well  as  a  touch¬ 
stone  of  tradition.  But  the  danger  of  a 
church  conservative  without  the  radical 
influence  is  to  have  a  church  void  of 
vision.  The  conservative  church  will 
flounder  in  a  sea  of  obscurity,  meaning¬ 
less  ritual  and  prayers  that  are 
ineffectual.  Radicalism  keeps  calling 
conservatism  to  the  charge  of  taking  the 
secular  world  very  seriously.  The  need 
for  questions,  self-examination,  living 
dogma,  and  risk  in  the  name  of  Christ,  is 
a  positive  strength  provided  by  radical 
Christians.  Place  that  with  the  conserva¬ 
tive  need  for  living  within  the  tradition 
and  you  have  a  positive  church. 

Together  the  two  elements  are 
reconciled  in  their  dual  expression  for  a 
commitment  to  search  for  a  new  society. 
That  is  a  call  both  recognize  although  not 
everyone  is  anxious  to  get  into  the  fray. 
The  words  that  are  spoken  in  regular 
Sunday  morning  worship,  if  taken 
seriously,  are  words  that  challenge  us  to 
be  about  building  God’s  kingdom  on 
earth.  Both  aspects  of  a  pluralistic 
church  take  this  seriously  for  the  most 
part. 

Together  they  must  admit  that  God  is 
not  content  with  the  status  quo.  Biblical 
statement,  traditional  liturgy  and  the 
new  theology  all  recognize  the  truth  in 
this  cry  of  God  to  not  let  things  be  as  they 
are.  For  conservative  and  radical  alike 
there  is  the  call  to  be  present  to  and 
responsible  to  the  Word.  The  Word 
speaks  clearly  of  changes. 

Together  both  elements  will  be  able  to 
struggle  for  that  righteousness,  that 
understanding,  that  creative  tension, 
that  will  bring  about  a  church  of 
meaningful  contribution.  Apart  they  will 
only  feed  on  themselves  like  the 
proverbial  snake  eating  his  own  tail. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  must  be 
about  reconciling  the  two  poles  of 
pluralism  into  a  unit  of  evangelical 
radicalism  that  will  surely  result  in 
growth  and  service  for  the  Body  of 
Christ.  We  must  learn  to  understand  that 
no  matter  where  the  lines  are  drawn,  no 
matter  how  many  miles  apart  we  are,  the 
distance  and  the  lines  are  surmountable. 

Divided  and  floundering,  separated 
and  dying  within  ourselves,  we  are  lost. 
Joined  at  the  heart,  rooted  in  the 
theological  truths  of  the  message  and 
mission  of  Christ,  we  are  sure  to  be  what 
God  intended  as  he  intervened  into 
history  and  into  our  lives  for  all  time.  The 
whimper  of  a  death  brought  about  by 
divisiveness  is  not  what  we  shall  hear  in 
the  event  of  such  a  tolling  of  our  bell,  but 
an  explosion  of  such  depth  that  the  world 
would  suffer  a  great  loss. 

United  Methodism  brings  a  great 
tradition  with  it  as  it  pushes  along  in  the 
twentieth  century.  There  iS’room  for  the 
activist  and  the  evangelical  and  some¬ 
times  one  may  need  a  score  card  to  tell 
one  from  another,  but  the  fact  is, 
Methodism  speaks  loudly  of  evangelical 
social  action.  They  are  one  and  not  two 
factions.  They  are  a  movement  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  and  not  two  mules 
pulling  different  directions.  Our  heritage 
says  to  us  that  we  should  go  and  do 
likewise.  That  means  to  become  un¬ 
conditional  lovers  in  the  spirit  and 
name  of  Christ,  and  a  house  of  lovers 
cannot  be  divided. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church  and  issues  related  to  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Vernon  Schmidt,  is  a  campus  minister  at 
Penn  Valley  Community  College  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri. 


They  may  not  realize  it,  but  that's  what  they  are  doing.  All  of 

today's  children  need  guidance  and  understanding  as  they 
prepare  for  tomorrow.  These  Blackfeet  Indian  children  served  by 
the  Browning  Day  Care  Center  in  northwest  Montana  face  a 
bigger  challenge  than  most. 

The  Day  Care  Center,  a  United  Methodist  Child  Support 
program  of  the  National  Division,  provides  education  and  nurture 
for  these  children  and  helps  tnem  develop  adequate  "self- 
images"  by  affirming  their  Indian  heritage. 

Help  them  toward  tomorrow  with  your  gift  today . 


910-092-1 

Browning  Day  Care  Center,  Montana 
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President’s  abortion 
stance  draws  fire 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Mixed,  but 
mostly  critical,  reaction  to  President 
Gerald  Ford’s  carefully  delineated  stand 
on  abortion  has  begun  to  flow  from  a 
variety  of  sources,  including  church- 
persons,  politicians  and  feminists. 

While  the  President  apparently  at¬ 
tempted  to  cautiously  tread  a  middle 
path  on  the  increasingly  volatile  issue, 
describing  his  position  as  “moderate,” 
he  has  instead  drawn  criticism  from  both 
pro-abortion  and  anti-abortion  groups. 

The  President’s  statement  was  termed 
“disappointing  —  not  helpful  in  clarify¬ 
ing  the  issue”  by  a  United  Methodist 
population  expert  for  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Ms.  Jessma  Blockwick,  director  of  the 
board’s  Department  of  Population 
Problems,  said  the  President  hoped  to 
placate  both  sides  but  neither  side  will 
find  his  position  acceptable. 

Both  Church  and  Society  and  the 
women’s  division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  have  taken  positions  sup¬ 
porting  the  legal  right  to  abortion  as 
established  by  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
decision. 

Coalition  to 
keep  status  of 
abortion  law 

DENVER  (RNS)  —  The  Religious 
Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights  has 
budgeted  $200,000  for  its  drive  to  prevent 
any  change  in  the  U.S.  abortion  status 
quo. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  and  an  RCAR  sponsor,  said  the 
group  also  hopes  to  raise  another 
$100,000. 

Bishop  Armstrong  said  the  RCAR 
effort  is  a  reaction  to  the  decision  by  the 
U.S.  Roman  Catholic  bishops  last 
November  to  make  overturning  the  1973 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  abortion  decisions  a 
top  priority. 

Except  for  some  permissible  state 
medical  standards,  the  decisions  affirm 
the  unrestricted  right  of  women  to 
abortions  through  the  first  two-thirds  of 
pregnancy. 

Membership  in  RCAR  is  held  by  23 
organizations  including  Jewish  Con¬ 
servative  and  Reform  agencies, 
Humanist,  Uni  tar  ian-Uni  versalist, 
United  Presbyterian,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  American  Baptist,  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.,  United  Methodist, 
Church  of  the  Brethren  traditions.  Also 
members  are  the  ,  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association  and  Catholics  for  a 
Free  Choice. 

Bishop  Armstrong  says  the  views  of  the 
members  of  the  coalition  on  abortion 
range  from  total  permissiveness  to 
abortion  only  in  the  rarest  cases. 

“But  we  all  agree  that  there  should  be 
no  constitutional  amendment  (to  over¬ 
turn  the  1973  decisions),  that  there  are 
circumstances  under  which  abortion  is  a 
legitimate  medical  act,  and  that  it  should 
not  be  under  the  criminal  code,”  he  said. 

He  said  it  is  a  “setback  to  ecumenical 
relations”  that  some  anti-abortionists 
“are  branding  other  persons  of  good 
conscience  as  ‘murderers.’  ” 


“Abortion  is  a  constitutional  right,” 
Ms.  Blockwick  said,  “which  makes  it 
both  a  civil  right  and  an  issue  of  religious 
freedom.  It’s  not  a  decision  which  can  be 
turned  back  to  the  individual  states.” 

Although  Cardinal  Terence  Cooke  of 
New  York,  chairman  of  the  U.S.  Catholic 
Bishops’  Committee  on  Pro-Life 
Activities,  said  he  was  “encouraged”  by 
President  Ford’s  willingness  to  consider 
a  constitutional  amendment  that  would 
allow  each  state  to  regulate  abortion,  the 
president  of  the  U.S.  bishops,  Archbishop 
Joseph  L.  Bernardin  of  Cincinnati, 
described  the  President’s  stand  “in¬ 
consistent  and  disappointing.” 

The  anti-abortion  March  for  Life 
organization,  which  sponsored  the  recent 
Jan.  22  demonstration  marking  the  third 
anniversary  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's 
rulings  on  abortion,  declared  that  it 
would  ‘'accept  no  compromise”  in  its 
struggle  for  a  constitutional  amendment 
to  protect  unborn  life.  The  group  said  the 
President’s  position  is  “so  negative  and 
equivocating  that  it  is  useless.” 

Seven  of  the  10  Democratic  candidates 
for  the  Presidency  took  issue  with  Mr. 
Ford’s  stand.  Six  criticized  his  support 
for  a  constitutional  amendment  leaving 
abortion  up  to  the  states,  and  one  — 
Alabama  Gov.  George  Wallace  — 
criticized  the  President  for  not  sup¬ 
porting  a  human  life  amendment  that 
would  bar  abortion  on  demand 
nationally. 

A  spokesman  for  former  California 
Gov.  Ronald  Reagan,  Mr.  Ford’s  only 
declared  Republican  opponent,  reaf¬ 
firmed  that  Mr.  Reagan  was  opposed  to 
abortion  on  demand  and  that  as  a  last 
resort  Mr.  Reagan  would  favor  a  human 
life  amendment. 

A  leading  feminist,  Gloria  Steinem, 
accused  the  President  of  encouraging 
"lawlessness”  by  saying  that  he 
disagrees  with  the  Supreme  Court  ruling 
on  abortion. 

Mrs.  Betty  Ford,  the  President’s  wife, 
in  a  statement  released  by  her  office 
after  Mr.  Ford’s  position  on  abortion  was 
issued,  reaffirmed  her  support  for  the 
Supreme  Court’s  rulings  on  abortion.  “I 
am  glad  to  see  that  abortion  has  been 
taken  out  of  the  backwoods  and  been  put 
in  the  hospitals  where  it  belongs.” 

Evangelists  from 
overseas  to  come 
for  third  mission 

NASHVILLE,  (UMC)  —  A  third  series 
of  “New  World  Missions”  is  being 
projected  by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship  after  positive  evaluation 
of  two  such  missions  during  1975. 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  in  cooperation 
with  the  World  Methodist  Council 
Committee  on  Evangelism,  the  1975 
missions  involved  345  communities  in  60 
of  the  73  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

Overseas  visitors  are  being  invited  to 
the  U.S.  for  three,  one-week  missions 
beginning  October  3  according  to  the 
Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  director  of  con¬ 
temporary  proclamation  evangelism  for 
the  Board  of  Discipleship.  Local  chur¬ 
ches  interested  in  involvement  in  the 
October  series  are  invited  to  write  Mr. 
Fox  at  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 


At  General  Conference 

Lay  pastors  hope  to  be  lifted 
from  ‘disgraceful’  position 


<<  EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
;X  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
X-  Church  convenes  April  27-May  8  in 
'  Portland,  Ore.  The  following  is  the  eighth 
in  a  series  of  articles  in  which  TM/  UMR 
summarizes  a  major  issue  to  face  the 
delegates. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

:  >  Lay  pastors,  who  serve  up  to  15  percent 
!  v  of  all  UMC  pastoral  charges  yet  have 
I  >  often  been  tagged  the  “stepchildren”  of 
I  !-  the  denomination,  could  well  find  their 
t  f  status  upgraded  after  this  year’s  General 
v  Conference. 

1  v  Two  major  packages  of  proposals,  if 
•  approved  by  delegates  in  April,  would 
change  considerably  the  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  nearly  4,000  lay 
pastors,  whose  treatment,  says  one 
prominent  churchperson,  is  a  “growing 
disgrace.” 

The  right  of  lay  pastors  to  administer 
the  sacraments,  long  a  bone  of  con¬ 
tention,  will  be  put  forward  by  two 
groups:  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  (BHEM)  and  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Associate  and  Lay  Pastors 

•  (NFALP.) 

The  200-member  Fellowship  will  also 
ask  for : 

•  the  same  voting  rights  for  lay 
;  pastors  that  associate  members  now  hold 

in  annual  conferences; 

*  •  voice-without-vote  representation 
;  at  General  Conference  by  a  Fellowship 
;  member; 

»  •  deletion  Of  the  deacon’s  orders  of 

»  ordination,  making  all  ordained 
clergy  persons  elders; 

•  rights  for  associate  members  of  a 
;J  conference  to  help  elect  delegates,  and  be 

elected  themselves,  to  General  and 
£  Jurisdictional  conferences. 

A  major  proposal  by  BHEM  would 
k  change  the  name  “lay  pastor”  to  “local 
pastor,”  in  an  effort  to  eliminate  what 
many  see  as  a  contradiction  in  terms :  the 
professional  who  is  neither  layperson  nor 
\  clergy. 

;  Other  BHEM-sponsored  legislation 
*,  •  focuses  heavily  on  lay  pastor  status  as 


preparatory  or  transitional  —  a  step  on 
the  way  to  ordination,  not  an  end  in  itself. 

This  legislation  calls  for: 

•  eight  years  to  complete  an  Associate 
of  Arts  degree  (60  hours  of  college  credit) 
or  an  alternate  “competency  equivalent” 
(by  virtue  of  maturity,  experience, 
travel,  community  activity)  —  plus  a 
five-year  Course  of  Study; 

•  upgrading  standards  for  the  lay 
pastor-route  to  associate  and  full 
membership  in  the  annual  conference. 

Higher  and  more  uniform  standards 
for  the  Course  of  Study  route  to  the 
ministry  would  actually  benefit  lay 
pastors,  Dr.  Robert  Thornburg,  top 
executive  of  BHEM’s  division  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry  told  NFALP  members 
recently.  In  a  talk  deploring  the  “largely 
unacknowledged  and  unappreciated” 
status  of  lay  pastors  in  the  UMC,  Dr. 
Thornburg  said  they  need  to  move  from 
“second-class  citizenship”  to  “the 
rightful  place  of  any  person  who  serves 
effectively  in  ministry.” 

NFALP  president,  the  Rev.  Ward 
Pierce.  Lake  City,  Mich.,  believes 
General  Conference  must  help  lay 
pastors  define  their  place  in  the  church 
“or  close  the  door  to  them  to  the 
detriment  of  the  UMC.” 

He  predicts  some  favorable  legislation 
will  be  forthcoming,  although  he  sees 
voting  rights  as  the  most  controversial. 
“Some  annual  conferences  still  see  lay 
pastors  as  a  threat  to  their  ordained 
people.” 

Mr.  Pierce  says  he's  all  for  higher 
standards  but  wants  to  see  regular 
competency  evaluations  built  in  for  lay 
pastors  and  ordained  clergy  alike.  He 
agrees  that  “much  damage  has  been 
done  to  churches  by  just  supplying  them 
with  bodies,,”  whether  ordained  or  lay. 

Ability  and  competency  should  carry 
more  weight  than  formal  education,  he 
maintains.  He  cited  strong  continuing 
education  requirements  for  all  in 
ministry  and  accountability  for  “keeping 
on  top  of  things"  as  top  priorities. 

The  rights  of  lay  pastors  received  more 
petitions  than  any  other  single  ministry 
topic  at  the  1972  General  Conference. 
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U.M.medical  team  aids 
Guatemala  victims 


Life  fioes  on  --  LM  COR  sends  lie  I/) 

GUATEMALA  CITY  —  Residents  of  Guatemala  City  were  forced  to  set  up  house 
in  the  middle  of  the  street  after  the  disastrous  earthquake  destroyed  their  homes. 
See  related  story  for  United  Methodist  response  to  the  victims. 
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Recently  honored  professor  says 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  As  United  Methodists 
across  the  nation  began  responding  to  an 
appeal  for  three-quarters  of  a  million 
dollars  in  relief  for  earthquake- 
devastated  Guatemala,  a  special  team  of 
U.M.  doctors  and  nurses  flew  to  that 
country  Sunday  to  assist  in  relief  efforts. 

The  medical  team,  recruited  from 
United  Methodist  churches,  will  spend 
two  weeks  in  the  hard-hit  Central 
American  country,  according  to  Dr. 
Harry  Haines,  top  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  which  channels  the 
denomination’s  relief  efforts.  Fifteen 
more  doctors  and  nurses  are  on  standby. 

Dr.  Haines  and  other  church  officials 
will  leave  early  next  week  for 
Guatemala,  where  they  will  assess  needs 
and  help  coordinate  relief  efforts  through 
CEPA,  the  Guatemalan  Protestant  relief 


Theology  challenged  by  hunger 


Editor's  Note:  Professor  Bruce  C. 
Birch,  34,  of  United  Methodism’s  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
D.C.  is  among  seven  men  and  one  woman 
cited  in  the  Feb.  9  issue  of  "U.S.  News 
and  World  Report"  as  "young  builders  of 
America."  The  magazine  says  that  many 
cTergypersons  regard  Dr.  Birch,  a 
professor  of  Old  Testament,  "as  one  of 
the  most  outstanding  young  theologians 
in  America." 

Dr.  Birch's  special  focus  for  the  past 
two  years  has  been  on  world  hunger 
issues,  particularly  from  the  Biblical 
perspective.  He  has  conducted  over  20 
workshops  across  the  church  as  annual 
conference  task  forces  on  hunger  an¬ 
ticipate  the  General  Conference's 
adoption  of  world  hunger  as  a  priority  for 
the  1977-80  quadrennium.  The  following 
article  is  an  interview  TM-UMR  con¬ 
ducted  with  him. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Q:  You  have  stated  that  the  church's 
response  to  world  hunger  has  remained 
largely  at  the  level  of  “self-righteous 
charity."  What  do  you  mean? 

A:  Charity  means  giving  aid  in  a  crisis 
to  the  victims  of  hunger  on  an  emergency 
basis.  Crises  are  obvious  and  easier  to  do 
something  about  than  dealing  with  the 
root  causes  of  hunger.  But  they  allow  us 
to  forget  about  world  hunger  until  the 
next  crisis  arises. 

Charity  needs  to  be  a  continuing 
response  because  people  in  crises  need 
help.  Unfortunately,  charity  remains  the 
'sole  response’  of  large  segments  of  the 
church  at  the  present  time. 

Q:  How  does  the  proposal  on  world 
hunger  going  to  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  stack  up  in  your  opinion? 

A :  I  am  very  encouraged ;  It  appears  to 
be  a  good  step  away  from  ‘just  relief.  ’  It’s 
a  misunderstanding  to  say  that  the  only 
response  should  be  direct  food  aid; 
reordering  personal  and  national 
lifestyles,  priorities,  consciousness 
raising  and  education  will  feed  a  lot  more 
people  in  the  long  run  than  simply  send¬ 
ing  direct  emergency  aid. 

Q:  Is  the  hunger  priority  theologically 
sound? 

A:  The  theological  and  biblical 
groundwork  is  pretty  thin.  World  hunger 
constitutes  a  “theological  crisis”  for  the 
church  because  of  our  tendency  to  see 
hunger  as  only  a  social,  economic  and 
political  crisis.  The  church’s  response 
ought  to  come  from  its  own  calling. 

The  world  is  watching  the  church 
because  the  church  has  always  said  it 
was  allied  with  the  poor  and  hungry.  The 
church’s  response  to  this  theological 
challenge  might  be  its  most  effective 
witness  in  this  century. 

Q:  What  is  the  biblical  message  on 
hunger? 

A:  The  Biblical  word  on  the  relation  of 
the  community  of  faith  to  hunger  and 
poverty  is  clear.  Concern  for  those  forced 
to  live  a  marginal  existence  —  the  poor, 
the  needy,  the  widow,  thp  orphan,  the 
oppressed  —  is  not  an  optional  activity 
for  the  people  of  God,  nor  only  a  minor 
requirement.  Identification  with  these 
persons  is  at  the  heart  of  what  it  means  to 
be  the  community  of  faith  in  both  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments.  From  the  very 
beginning  of  his  public  ministry,  Jesus 
identifies  his  ministry  with  the  poor  and 
the  oppressed. 


College  presidents 
still  can  be  ‘ saved ’ 

DALLAS  —  There  is  hope  for 
everybody  —  even  college  presidents, 
one  of  them  learned  recently. 

Dr.  James  H.  Zumberge  is  the  new 
president  of  Southern  Methodist 
University.  According  to  the  Dallas 
Morning  News,  he  told  a  group  of 
businessmen  here  last  week  about  his 
encounter  with  an  elderly  woman  who 
was  ringing  a  bell  at  a  Salvation  Army 
collection  station. 

The  woman  asked  him  if  he  was 
“saved.” 

When  he  said  he  supposed  so,  she 
persisted:  “I  mean,  have  you  given 
your  full  life  to  the  Lord?” 

Dr.  Zumberge  decided  he’d  better 
tell  the  lady  who  he  was.  “I  am  the 
president  of  SMU,”  he  said.  “And,  as 
such,  I  am  also  president  of  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.” 

The  lady  thought  a  moment,  then 
insisted.  “It  doesn’t  matter.  Wherever 
you've  been,  or  whatever  you  are,  you 
can  still  be  saved.” 


Q:  What  are  the  inadequacies  of 
present  theological  thinking  related  to 
global  hunger  in  the  U.S.  church? 

A:  At  present  there  are  two  groups  and 
neither  ahe  seriously  addressing  the 
powerful  of  the  world. 

One  group  speaks  a  language  of 
“saving,”  of  deliverance  and  God’s  in¬ 
tervention.  This  continues  to  emphasize 
the  “crisis”  mentality  and  human  in¬ 
capacity  to  do  anything  about  the  human 
condition.  As  a  result,  we  pray  for  peace 
and  justice  but  we  do  not  work  for  it. 

A  second  group  is  talking  the  language 
of  Third  World  “liberation  theology.”  It 
seems  to  me  that  “liberation  theology”  is 
speaking  to  us  and  not  for  us.  The 
powerful  need  to  respond  to  it  rather  than 
adopt  it. 

Q:  What  alternatives  are  you 

proposing? 

A:  I  am  suggesting  the  Biblical  image 
of  “creation  and  blessing”  which  em¬ 
phasizes  the  long-term  ordering  and 
sustaining  of  the  creator.  It  is  not  a 
substitute  for  a  “theology  of  saving  and 
deliverance"  but  an  understanding  that 
the  establishment  of  order  so  that  all 
creatures  might  experience  full 
humanity  is  an  accompanying  Biblical 
theme.  Another  is  the  theme  of 
“judgment.”  We  are  not  free  to  be  just 
part  of  the  solution  as  the  powerful  of  the 
world;  we  are  also  judged  as  part  of  the 
problem. 

Another  Biblical  theme  is  “covenant.” 
Hunger  will  not  be  taken  care  of  by  ap¬ 
pealing  to  individual  consciences  alone; 
it  needs  to  be  addressed  by  the' church  as 
a  corporate  covenant  community. 

Q:  Is  a  “theology  of  blessing"  a 
salvation  theology? 

A:  Both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
are  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  both 
the  body  and  spirit.  Clearly,  God’s  in¬ 
tention  is  for  there  to  be  fullness  of  both. 
We  don’t  have  to  make  a  choice  between 
saving  the  body  or  the  soul. 

Q:  Is  there  danger  of  hunger  becoming 
a  controversial  issue? 

A:  Global  hunger  is  an  important 
concern  for  the  whole  church  and  not  just 
for  an  activist  wing.  It  is  important  that 
we  find  a  common  Biblical  basis  for  the 
church’s  response.  Too  often  church 
people  start  with  a  particular  ideology 
and  then  go  to  the  Bible  to  prove  they  are 
right.  That’s  backwards.  I  would  like  to 
see  churches  start  with  what  it  means  to 
be  the  church  and  then  examine  political, 
economic  and  social  institutions  in  order 
to  find  which  meet  the  church’s  stan¬ 
dards  most  fully. 

Q:  Is  there  a  relationship  between  the 
“Bishops  Call  for  Peace  and  Self- 

CIA  recruiting 
of  missionaries 
to  be  stopped 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
American  church  workers  and  jour¬ 
nalists  will  no  longer  be  recruited  as 
agents  by  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency  ( CIA ) ,  according  to  a  astatement 
issued  by  the  agency. 

In  announcing  the  policy  change,  the 
CIA  indicated  that  it  would  accept  in¬ 
formation  voluntarily  offered  by  clergy 
or  reporters. 

Churches  and  missionary  agencies 
have  raised  strong  objections  to  CIA  use 
of  their  personnel  for  intelligence  pur¬ 
poses. 

“Over  the  years,  the  CIA  has  had 
relationships  with  individuals  in  many 
walks  of  American  life,"  its  statement 
said.  “These  relationships,  many  of  a 
voluntary  and  unpaid  nature,  have 
reflected  the  desire  of  Americans  to  help 
their  country.  Such  relationships  have 
been  conducted  by  the  agency  with  the 
clear  intent  of  furthering  its  foreign 
intelligence  mission  and  have  not  been 
aimed  at  influencing  or  improperly 
acting  on  any  American  institution.” 

Although  the  agency  noted  that 
“genuine  concern  has  recently  been 
expressed  about  CIA  relations  with 
newsmen  and  churchmen,”  it  denied  that 
“there  has  been  any  impropriety  on  its 
part  in  the  limited  use  made  of  persons 
connected  in  some  way  with  American 
media.  church  and  missionary 
organizations.” 

Nevertheless,  the  statement  said,  “CIA 
recognizes  the  special  status  afforded 
these  institutions  under  our  Constitution 
and  in  order  to  avoid  any  appearance  of 
improper  use  by  the  agency,  the  D.C. I. 
(Director  of  Central  Intelligence)  has 
decided  on  a  revised  policy  to  govern 
agency  relations  with  these  groups." 


Development”  and  the  hunger  priority? 

A:  We  really  are  not  changing  issues  at 
all.  We’ve  simply  discovered  that  hunger 
is  the  main  issue  —  the  major  symptom 
of  a  whole  complex  of  problems  related 
to  peace  and  development  issues. 


group.  (See  TM/  UMR  Feb.  13.) 

Meanwhile,  initial  donations  were 
arriving  at  the  UMCOR  offices  here, 
after  a  denomination-wide  appeal  last 
week  to  all  bishops  and  district 
superintendents.  The  appeal  called  on 
local  churches  and  individuals  to  respond 
by  “sending  funds  as  soon  as  possible”  to 
UMCOR,  which  has  assessed  the  need  at 
$750,000.  The  letter  was  signed  by  a 
number  of  church  agency  officials  and 
approved  by  Council  of  Bishops 
President  Ralph  T.  Ward,  Dr.  Haines 
said. 

UMCOR  has  sent  $30,000  and  several 
planeloads  of  supplies  to  Guatemala, 
some  of  it  within  hours  after  the  massive 
earthquake  struck.  An  estimated  15,000- 
18,000  lives  have  been  lost  and  more  than 
50,000  persons  injured  in  what  Dr.  Haines 
called  “one  of  the  worst  disasters  in  the 
history  of  Latin  America.” 

UMCOR  emergency  relief  efforts  are 
only  the  first  phase,  he  told  TM/  UMR  by 
telephone,  in  what  will  probably  be  a  two- 
year  effort.  “Our  only  worry  is  that 
concerned  persons  will  soon  get  com¬ 
passion-fatigue.  That  must  not  happen.” 

Sustained  relief  will  be  needed,  he  said, 
to  break  “the  usual  pattern"  of  massive 
but  short-term  response  to  emergency 
needs. 

United  Methodists  may  respond  by 
sending  financial  donations  earmarked 
for  Guatemala  to:  UMCOR.  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  N.Y.  10027. 


the  church  today 


U.M.  named  executive  director 
for  Americans  United 

SILVER  SPRING, 

Md.  —  Andrew 
Leigh  Gunn,  an  or- 
dained  United 
Methodist  minister, 
has  been  named 
executive  director  | 
of  Americans  Unit¬ 
ed  for  Separation  of  I 
Church  and  State,  | 
effective  April  1. 

Mr.  Gunn  has  Andrew  Gunn 
been  actively  involved  with  religious 
liberty  concerns  since  his  ordination  in 
1955  by  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  one  of 
the  founders  of  Americans  United.  He 
holds  degrees  from  Oberlin  College  and 
Yale  University  and  has  served  as  pastor 
of  two,  Maryland  churches. 

In  accepting  the  executive  direc¬ 
torship,  Mr.  Gunn  said,  “I  am  fervently 
committed  to  religious  liberty  and  strict 
adherence  to  the  First  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution  .  .  .  Americans  United  is 
the  advocate  and  not  the  adversary  of 
religious  peoples  who  treasure  religious 
liberty.” 

Mr.  Gunn  will  become  the 
organization’s  second  executive, 
replacing  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Archer,  who  has 
served  in  that  capacity  since  the 
establishment  of  Americans  United  in 
1948. 

Church  pays  World  Service  in 
advance  for  second  year 

LOVELAND,  Colo.  —  The  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here  set  a  record  by 
paying  in  advance  its  World  Service  and 
conference  apportionments  for  the 
second  consecutive  year. 

By  beginning  its  saving  plans  last 
spring,  the  church  finance  committee 
was  able  to  hand  over  a  $20,000  check  to 
the  conference  treasurer  in  mid- 
January,  1976.  Last  year’s  ap¬ 
portionment  was  paid  in  the  spring. 

The  Rev.  H.  Glenn  Brown,  pastor  of  the 
1100-member  church,  said  the  monies  are 
paid  early  in  the  year  to  assist  the  con¬ 
ference  in  its  distribution  at  a  time  when 


other  local  churches  are  often  slow  in 
their  funding. 

The  Loveland  First  Church  has  also 
overpaid  the  Rocky  Mountain  Con¬ 
ference’s  church  extension  fund,  “Vision 
133,”  by  nearly  50  per  cent,  reported  the 
Rocky  Mountain  United  Methodist. 
Health/Welfare  agencies  serve 
over  4.3  million  persons 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  More  than 
4,300,000  persons  were  served  in  1975  by 
275  health  and  welfare  ministries  related 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church,  it  was 
announced  here  February  4. 

Of  the  total,  some  168,000  individuals 
received  free  or  part-pay  services  valued 
at  $56,796,398.  according  to  the 
denomination's  Health  and  Welfare 
Certification  Council.  Direct  financial 
support  to  the  agencies  from  annual 
conferences  and  individual  churches 
totaled  $13,893,418,  while  another  $23,018. 
073  was  received  through  wills  and 
bequests. 

More  than  2,000,000  hours  of  service 
were  given  by  almost  40,000  volunteers  to 
the’ 165  agencies  serving  the  aging,  60 
hospitals,  and  50  child  care  units 
reporting  to  the  council. 

Judge  annuls  New  Hampshire’s 
voluntary  school  prayer  law 

CONCORD.  N.H.  —  After  a  hearing 
that  took  only  20  minutes.  Federal 
District  Judge  Hugh  H.  Bownes  declared 
New  Hampshire’s  public  school  prayer 
law  unconstitutional.  He  issued  a  per¬ 
manent  injunction  against  recitation  of 
prayers  in  schools. 

The  nine-month-old  law  does  not 
stipulate  how  the  prayers  are  to  be 
conducted  except  to  say  they  must  be 
voluntary.  It  allows  recitation  of  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  in  school  “as  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  policy  of  teaching  our 
country's  history  and  as  an  affirmation 
of  the  freedom  of  religion."  The 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  filed  suit 
against  the  Rochester,  N.H.,  school 
system  after  the  children  there  began 
saying  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  The  state  did 
not  participate  in  the  suit. 


Classified 

Rat* *:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S10 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  S1.00  per  Insertion. 

WANTED:  Youth  Minister  and  Minister  of 
Music  for  all  choirs.  Combination  position. 
Located  In  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  the  world 
and  a  rapidly  expanding  section  of  Florida. 
Contact:  Rev.  J.  R.  Crook  Jr..  First  United 

FOR  SALE.  SPRING  76:  Rodgers  660  3- 

Fla.  33940.  (813  )  262-1033. 

$12,000.  replacing  with  pipes.  1205  Dolley 
Madison  Blvd..  McLean.  Va.  22101.  (7031-356- 
3312. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 
years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request.  412-A  South  St. 

SOURCES:  Workshops  on  creative  worship. 
Celebrations  for  all  occasions.  Innovadve 
worship  resources:  worship  Ideas  for  children, 
youth  and  adults;  worship  aids;  music 
resources  for  all  ages;  Bicentennial  worship 
kits.  For  Information  and  free  resource 
catalog  send  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
to:  Center  For  Contemporary  Warship,  534 

22nd  St..  Oakland.  Cal.  94612. 

METHODIST  RETIREMENT  RESIDENCE 
to  be  built  In  Kansas  City.  Mo.,  offering  In¬ 
dependence.  security  and  full  services. 
Includes  gracious  dining,  complete  health 
services  and  recreational  opportunities. 
Reservations  now  being  taken.  Write: 
Klngswood  United  Methodist  Manor.  9950 
Wornall.  Kansas  City.  Mo.  64114.  or  call  (816) 
942-0991. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  HU1  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  cr  Lake  Park.  1850 

AUce  St..  Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

HOLY  LAND.  GREECE.  CAIRO.  SPANISH 
RIVIERA:  Jet.  Cruise  Ephesus.  Rhodes. 
Crete.  First  class.  16  days  from  Dallas  May  12. 

Bess  Loudermllk.  3339  MUton.  Dallas  75205. 

HOUSEPARENTS  IN  ALASKA  needed  for 
cottage  of  8-10  emotionally  damaged  youth  at 
the  Jesse  Lee  Home.  Mature  couples  with  child 
rearing  experience  preferred.  No  dependents. 

Pay  Is  S600  per  month,  with  one  of  the  partners 

BIBLE  BY  VOICE:  Entire  King  James  and 
Living  Bible  (also  In  Spanish).  Cassette.  $4.95; 

New  Testament  as  low  as  $59.  Suite  103,  611 

Ryan  Plaza  Dr.,  Arlington.  Texas  76102. 

SCANDINA VIA-LONDON  HOLIDAY:  July  5- 
20.  Norwegian  Fjord  Country.  Oslo. 
Stockholm.  Helsinki.  Copenhagen  and  London. 

and  board  furnished.  Contact:  Alaska 
Children's  Services.  Dept.  A.  1200  E.  27th  Ave.. 
Anchorage,  Alas.  99504. 

Crowley.  La.  70526. 

WANTED  PART-TIME  Associate  Pastor  for 
small  church.  Parsonage,  small  allowance. 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  FIJI. 
TAHITI:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux.  experiences 
escorts.  Invite  you  to  Join  them.  Three  weeks  In 

May  1976.  Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed 
Laux.  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

Rev.  Lavem  Dibble,  48  Carll  Rd.,  Middletown. 
Conn.  06457. 

FABULOUS  ROUND  WORLD  TOLU:  Hawaii. 
Manila.  Taiwan.  Hong  Kong.  Thailand.  India. 
Nepal.  Holy  Land.  Athens.  Vienna.  Budapest; 
optional  return.  Afghanistan,  Russia.  Sight- 

FULLTIME  STAFF  POSITION:  Open  June 

1st.  Director  Music-Youth  Work.  Send  resume 
Immediately  to  First  United  Methodist  church. 

1 750-20 th  St..  Vero  Beach.  Fla.  32960. 

seeing,  entertainment,  shopping.  Meet  leaders 

In  government,  education,  religion,  news. 
Departs  July  13.  Free  brochure.  Write:  Dr. 
Robert  Panzer.  700  D  Ave..  Coronado.  Cal. 

92118. 

1.000  THERMOGRAPHED  BUSINESS 
CARDS:  Send  $10  and  exact  copy.  Pre-pald  to 
you  wit:. In  two  weeks.  Matthews  Printing.  Box 

10026.  Houston.  Texas  77206. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your 
congregation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller.  United 
Churcn  Directories.  Box  7732,  Waco.  Texas 
76710. 

CAN  AFFORD 

/’/oners  (  us lii on  Service 

Phone(817)  MIS-9203  Keene.  Texas 76059 
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©Bicentennial  notes— 

Wesley’s  solution:  send  Coke 


Thomas  Coke  was  sent  by  John  Wesley  to  superintend  “the  desolate  sheep  in 
America”  in  1784.  He  presided  at  the  Christmas  Conference  where  he  and  Francis 
Asbury  were  elected  Superintendents,  [later  termed  bishops]  of  the  new  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


By  W.  THOMAS  SMITH 

Something  must  be  done!  John 
Wesley's  patience  was  exhausted. 

For  years  he  had  been  concerned  about 
Methodists  in  America.  He  had  sent 
missionaries  from  England,  but  these 
were  lay  preachers  unable  to  administer 
the  sacraments.  On  September  3,  1780 
Francis  Asbury  had  written  imploring, 
“This  is  the  fourth  letter  I  have  written  to 
you  within  the  space  of  six  months  ...  If 
we  had  an  itinerant  clergyman  all  our 
wants  of  ordinances  would  be  supplied.” 

Wesley  had  pleaded  with  the  Church  of 
England  bishop  of  London  to  ordain  a 
preacher  for  America  and  was  told, 
"There  are  three  ministers  in  the  country 
already.” 

Then  it  happened!  Wesley  solved  the 
problem.  “Being  now  clear  in  my  own 
mind,”  and  as  a  presbyter  of  the  Church 
of  England,  at  4  a.m.  on  Thursday, 
September  2,  1784  in  Dr.  John 

Castleman’s  home,  6  Dighton  Street. 
Bristol,  Wesley  placed  his  hands  on 
Thomas  Coke,  setting  him  apart  as 
Superintendent  “to  serve  the  desolate 
sheep  in  America.” 

Coke  was  the  logical  choice:  a  Welch¬ 
man  of  ample  means;  B.A.,  M.A.,  and 
D.C.L.  from  Oxford  and  in  full  orders  in 
the  Church  of  England;  a  bom  optimist 
with  excessive  Methodist  zeal.  Taking 
newly  ordained  Thomas  Vasey  and 
Richard  Whatcoat  with  him,  Coke  sailed 
September  18,  1784. 

“Wednesday,  November  3,  we  are 
safely  arrived  at  New-York,  praised  be 
God.”  At  Barratt’s  Chapel  in  Delaware. 
Coke  was  preaching  fervently.  After  the 
sermon,  a  plain,  robust  man  came  up  to 
me  in  the  pulpit,  and  kissed  me:  I 
thought  it  could  be  no  other  than  Mr. 
Asbury.” 

As  word  was  being  sent  to  the 
preachers  to  assemble  for  a  conference. 
Coke  engaged  in  a  preaching  campaign, 
guided  by  “Black  Harry.”  Coke  was 
delighted.  “I  have  now  had  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  Harry  preach  several  times 

...  I  really  believe  he  is  one  of  the  best 
Preachers  in  the  world,  there  is  such  an 
amazing  power  attends  his  preaching, 
though  he  cannot  read.” 

At  10  a  m.  December  24th  Thomas 
Coke  presided  as  the  Christmas  Con¬ 
ference  in  Lovely  Lane  Chapel, 
Baltimore,  moved  into  history.  “I  admire 
the  American  Preachers.  We  had  near 


sixty  of  them  present.  The  whole  number 
is  eighty-one.”  He  and  Asbury  were 
elected  Superintendents  of  the  new 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  (They  later 
changed  the  term  to  Bishop  —  to  the 
consternation  of  Wesley.)  At  Coke’s  hand 
Asbury  was  ordained  Deacon,  Elder, 
then  consecrated  Superintendent. 

In  all  —  1784-1804  —  Bishop  Coke  made 
nine  visits  to  America,  traveling  from 
New  England  to  Georgia:  “In  America 
only  I  consider  myself  at  home.” 

He  and  Asbury  prepared  the  first 
“Discipline”  and  supported  Methodist 
publishing  interests.  Coke  was  the  key 
figure  in  projecting  Cokesbury  College 
and  his  brief  tours  were  crowded  as  he 
shared  with  Asbury  the  conducting  of 
conferences  —  Coke  always  presided  — 
and  extensive  preaching. 

He  once  delivered  a  sermon  before 
Congress. 

Frontiersmen  sometimes  tittered  at 


his  polished  manners  —  his  complexion 
and  voice  were  said  to  be  those  of  a 
woman  and  during  excitement  delivery 
reached  high  pitch.  While  highly 
regarded,  he  did  not  exercise  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Asbury,  and  the  two  were 
sometimes  cool  toward  each  other. 

Americans  also  brought  Coke  down  a 
peg,  “You  must  think  you  are  my 
equals.”  “Yes,  sir,  we  do,”  responded 
Nelson  Reed,  “and  we  are  not  only  the 
equals  of  Dr.  Coke  but  of  Dr.  Coke’s 
king.” 

Colorful,  important,  controversial; 
Thomas  Coke  was  a  small  man,  five  feet 
and  one  inch  —  in  youth  slender  but 
portly  in  later  years  —  yet  a  com¬ 
manding  figure  in  early  Methodist 
history. 

Dr.  Smith  is  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  a  member  of  the  North  Georgia 
Conference  and  teaches  at  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Theological  Center,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


Readies  20  legislative  petitions 

Women’s  caucus  makes  comeback 


Bv  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

BURLINGAME,  Cal.  —  The  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Caucus  made  a 
strong  comeback  here  last  weekend  after 
a  walkout  of  minority  women  a  year  ago 
at  the  Dallas  meeting  threatened  the 
existence  of  the  organization. 

Over  100  women,  half  of  them  Asian- 
American,  Native  American,  Black  and 
Hispanic,  met  for  the  “biggest,  most 
successful  meeting  ever,”  according  to 
one  participant.  “New  hope"  was  her 
word  for  the  caucus’s  future. 

Development  of  a  coalition  of  ethnic 
minority  women  with  the  immediate 
concern  of  sending  minority  women  to 
General  Conference  to  get  insight  into 
how  church  machinery  works,  was  an 
outgrowth  of  the  caucus  meeting. 

Twenty  petitions  were  developed  here 
for  forwarding  to  the  April  meeting  of  the 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
Women  who  “want  to  remain  on  your 
pedestal”  will  not  be  affected  by  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA), 
coordinators  of  United  Methodist 
women’s  support  for  the  amendment 
were  reminded. 

In  preparation  for  a  renewed  effort  to 
educate  and  organize  United  Methodists 
in  support  for  ERA,  leading  up  to  an 
intensive  push  in  1977  for  its  ratification 
by  state  legislatures.  ERA  coordinators 
for  annual  conferences  in  the  17 
unratified  states  shared  in  a  workshop 
here  Jan.  22-23. 

The  “pedestal"  comment  came  from 
Meriwyn  Heath,  ERA  coordinator  for  the 
Business  and  Professionals  Women’s 
Clubs.  To  women  expressing  hurt  and 


Harry  Brown’s 
Stained  Glass  Studio 
Windows,  design,  manufac¬ 
turing,  repair 

3411  Blanco  Rd .  (313)  734-3633 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78312 


22-Day 

Heart  Of  Europe  Tour 

Dallas  Departure: 
July  7 
First  Class, 

$1495  Inclusive 
Visiting  Eight  Countries 
Free  detailed 
color  brochure 
TOUR  HOST: 

Rev.  Douglas  Meyer 
P.O.  Box  333 
Baytown,  Texas  77520 
(71 3) -422-4 109,  427-2018 


General  Conference  including  a  call  for 
“term  episcopacy." 

“Term  episcopacy  is  viewed  as  the 
best  way  of  getting  a  woman  elected 
bishop,”  said  Marilynn  Owen  Robb, 
editor  of  "The  Yellow  Ribbon,”  the 
caucus  publication. 

She  said  that  efforts  have  been  made 
over  the  last  two  years  to  find  possible 
women  candidates  for  the  episcopacy, 
•but  all  the  women  approached  have  said 
they  don’t  want  it  under  the  present  life¬ 
time  system.  No  effort  was  made  here  to 
single  out  candidates  for  the  episcopal 
elections  this  summer. 

The  caucus  dropped  its  earlier  call  for 
the  “ordination  of  all  people  regardless 
of  affectional  or  sexual  preference.” 
Representatives  of  the  Gay  Caucus  were 
not  present  but  reportedly  had  en¬ 
couraged  the  Women’s  caucus  by  letter 
to  drop  this  legislation. 

Other  petitions  in  the  group  of  20  in¬ 
clude  calls  for  : 


puzzlement  over  the  raising  of  questions 
irrelevant  to  the  amendment,  Ms.  Heath 
pointed  out  that  "one  of  the  greatest 
things  is  that  the  family  will  not  be 
disturbed;  the  government  will  not 
determine  your  lifestyle.” 

The  proposed  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  has  been  ratified  in  34  states,  with 
38  required  for  full  acceptance.  Deadline 
for  its  passage  is  March.  1979. 

The  United  Methodist  project  is  being 
coordinated  by  Nancy  Fifield  McConnell 
of  Washington,  D.C.,  under  joint  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  Women’s  Division,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

In  New  York,  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  among  17  units 
included  in  a  new  Religious  Committee 
for  ERA,  to  make  known  the  support  of 
religious  organizations  for  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment,  formed  by  an  inter¬ 
faith  group  recently. 

Part-time  staff  has  been  offered  by 
Church  Women  United,  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Purpose  of  the  committee  is  to  secure 
ratification  of  the  amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  by  the  1979  deadline,  to  make 
visible  religious  support  for  ERA.  to 
coordinate  the  various  groups'  efforts. 
Catholic.  Jewish  and  Protestant  agencies 
are  represented. 
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•  Permanent  standing  for  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (CSRW)  with  “adequate”  fin¬ 
ding  of  $2  million  for  the  quadrennium ; 

o  Voice  and  vote  for  representatives 
of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference  at  the  General  Conference  and 
recognition  of  missionary  conference 
pastor’s  orders  across  the  church; 

•  Twenty-five  percent  of  ministerial 
recruitment  and  scholarship  funds  to  go 
for  ethnic  women; 

•  A  four  year  study  of  the  itineracy; 

•  Child  care  provided  for  lay  and 
clergy  participants  in  general  and  annual 
conference,  district,  board  and  agency 
meetings; 

•  Maternity  and  paternity  leaves; 

•  A  new  hymnal  committee  to  develop 
music  that  reflects  a  church  "inclusive” 
of  women  and  minorities; 

•  A  church  study  of  human  sexuality; 

•  Guidelines  on  lay  employment  in 
the  church; 

•  Study  on  the  usefulness  of 
jurisdictions ; 

•  Psychiatric  testing  for  ordinands; 

•  Review  of  theological  education. 

Ms.  Robb  reported  the  Caucus  is 

receiving  increasing  support  from  an¬ 
nual  conference  CSRW  commissions, 
particularly,  in  sending  women  to  the 
national  meeting  and  also  from  local  and 
district  United  Methodist  Women’s  units. 

Who  are  the  women  who  attended  the 
Burlingame  meeting?  “Normal  church 
women  of  all  ages  and  ethnic  groups  who 
are  really  radical  in  that  they  believe 
they  can  make  a  difference  in  the  church. 
Women  have  found  a  new  power  and  they 
are  starting  to  feel  it,"  Ms.  Robb  said. 

New  manual  explains 
parish  newsletter 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Publication 
of  what  is  believed  to  be  the  first  manual 
devoted  entirely  to  production  of  parish 
newsletters  has  been  announced  by 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Author  and  publisher  of  ‘‘Words  Ring 
Louder  Than  Bells”  is  Raymond  H. 
Wilson  of  Glendale,  Calif.,  editor  of 
Parish  Paper  service,  a  project  of  the 
communications  agency. 

The  64-page  volume  contains  ten 
chapters  discussing  the  mission  and 
content  of  parish  papers,  role  of  the 
editor,  sources  of  material,  layout  and 
art,  size  and  frequency,  printing,  audi¬ 
ences  and  mailing  regulations. 

Mr.  Wilson,  in  the  book’s  foreword, 
points  out  that  “of  all  the  forms  of  printed 
and  electronic  communications  used  in 
the  church  today,  parish  newsletters 
account  for  more  money,  more  time  and 
more  attention  than  any  other  method  of 
communicating  with  the  churches 
membership.” 

He  estimates  that  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  alone,  some  $15,000,000 
is  spent  annually  by  congregations  to 
print  and  mail  their  newsletters,  and  that 
they  reach  more  persons  than  any  other 
form  of  communication,  including 
sermons. 

Information  concerning  the  volume 
can  be  obtained  from  United  Methodist 
Communications  at  1200  Davis  Street, 
Evanston.  HI..  60201. 


In  separate  actions,  United 
Methodists  organize  ERA  support 
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Historian  predicts  few  crises 

Organized  religion  to  stabilize, Martin  Marty  says 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  Church  historian 
Martin  Marty  predicts  organized  religion 
will  settle  down  for  the  next  few  years, 
with  far  fewer  major  crises  or 
phenomenal  advances. 

Dr.  Marty,  also  an  editor  and  a 
Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  pastor, 
sees  a  period  of  "settled-downers”  ahead 
for  five  major  types  of  U.S.  religion:  new 
religions,  ethnic  religion,  civil  religion, 
mainline  religion  and  ‘‘evangelicals, 
fundamentalists,  pentecostalists,  etc.” 

His  views  are  carried  in  the  Feb.  1 
issue  of  Context,  the  bi-monthly  news¬ 
letter  published  by  the  Claretian  Fathers, 
a  Roman  Catholic  order. 

In  the  wake  of  the  disappointed  "in¬ 
stitutional  utopianism”  of  the  1960s,  Dr. 
Marty  says  current  “expectations  seem 
lower,  and  a  more  realistic  generation 
has  learned  to  be  surprised  by  small 
gains  and  graces.” 

Though  he  predicts  "hard  times  for 
most  honest  religious  institutions,”  he 
says  that  they  also  "manifest  resources 
that  surprise  many  of  us  who  are  par¬ 
ticipant-observers  in  their  life.” 

Boom  over  for  new  religions 
"The  boom  is  over,”  for  the  “new 
religions,”  Dr.  Marty  writes,  noting  that 
they  are  generally  not  really  "new.” 

"The  occult  cults  are  sometimes  pre- 
Christian.  The  new  paganisms  are  often 
variations  on  the  oldest  paganisms,”  he 
says. 

Dr.  Marty  says  that  while  "the  saffron 

World  seen 
ready  for 
evangelism 

KINGSTON,  Jamaica  (RNS)  —  Citing 
what  it  called  an  “unprecedented 
openness  to  evangelism  today,”  the 
evangelism  committee  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  recommended  here 
that  the  international  body  work  to 
strengthen  its  outreach  program  in  the  87 
countries  where  Methodist  churches  are 
found. 

Committee  members  urged  that  the 
message  of  world  evangelization  be 
presented  as  “one  of  liberation  in  Christ, 
both  personal  and  social.” 

They  said  the  message  should  include 
“the  reality  of  a  personal  experience  of 
God,  the  need  for  personal  integrity  and 
quality  of  life  and  a  radical  challenge  to 
any  unjust  structures  in  world  society.” 

In  addition,  the  committee  advised  that 
every  Methodist  be  helped  to  “clearly 
make  the  case  for  Christianity  in  his  or 
her  own  culture  and  country,”  inviting 
persons  to  ‘‘intelligent  heart-felt 
response.” 

During  the  next  five-year  period,  the 
evangelism  group  said,  outreach  efforts 
should  be  ecumenical  whenever  and 
wherever  possible.  But  the  committee 
also  noted  that  "the  human  need  and  the 
divine  compulsion  are  so  great  that 
Methodists  must  not  delay  in  confessing 
Christ  today  with  urgency.” 

To  implement  these  proposals,  the 
committee  recommended  that  an  ad¬ 
visory  and  corresponding  committee  of 
about  100  persons  be  created  to  represent 
all  60  churches  belonging  to  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Gerald 
Ensley  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  world 
evangelism  chairman,  was  received  with 
the  other  committee  members  by 
Governor  General  Florizel  Glasspole  and 
his  wife,  who  are  active  members  of  the 
Coke  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in 
Kingston. 

Recommendations  formed  here  will  be 
presented  to  the  13th  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  Dublin.  Aub.  25-31. 

Chicago  bishop 
attacks  defense 
budget  increase 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO  -  A 
United  Methodist 
bishop  here  has 
taken  strong  issue 
with  a  call  by  the 
nation’s  new  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Defense 
for  an  increased 
defense  budget  and 
first-to-strike  nu¬ 
clear  capability  for  Bishop  Washburn 
the  United  States. 

Charging  that  reliance  on  military 
violence  is  an  “enemy  of  peace,” 
Chicago  Area  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn 
expressed  “profound  uneasiness”  over 
Secretary  Donald  Rumsfeld’s  first  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  U.S.  Congress. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Secretary,  Feb.  3, 
Bishop  Washburn  said  Mr.  Rumsfeld’s 
proposals  would,  in  his  opinion  "take  our 
nation  further  away  from  the  possibility 
of  peace  and  further  away  from  the  re¬ 
definition  of  national  goals  and  priorities 
which  are  essential  to  the  United  States.” 

The  Defense  Secretary  called  for  a 
substantial  increase  in  a  budget  which 
currently  stands  at  $101.1  billion.  He  said 
the  United  States  should  develop  and  be 
prepared  to  use  first-to-strike 
capabilities  in  nuclear  arms. 

Bishop  Washburn  told  the  Secretary  he 
was  writing  out  of  “personal  conviction 
about  the  necessity  of  peace.”  He  also 
said,  however,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  those 
who  call  for  the  priority  of  social  con¬ 
cerns  over  defense  to  “remind  govern¬ 
ments  and  responsible  officials  of  their 
efficacy.” 

Bishop  Washburn  is  president  of 
United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


robe  or  the  claims  of  a  new  Messiah  will 
draw  more  attention  than  the  ...  faded 
cassock  of  Western  clerics  .  .  .  these  hit- 
and-run  gurus”  who  “used  to  be  en¬ 
tertained  seriously”  are  now  “treated 
either  as  mildly  amusing"  or  "only 
mildly  alarming.” 

Some  of  these  groups,  Dr.  Marty 
writes,  have  "hardened,”  relying  on 
“extreme  discipline"  as  in  the 
Unification  Church  of  Rev.  Sun  Myung 
Moon  where,  he  says,  "no  one  is  trusted. 
There  is  no  spontaneity.” 

Others  of  the  groups  "have  survived  by 
semi-secularizing  themselves.”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  editor.  He  cites  TM 
(Transcendental  Meditation)  whose 
religious  roots,  he  writes,  were  quite 
clear  when  it  first  arrived  in  the  late 
1960s.  “Today  .  .  .  TM  is  a‘  marketable 
technique,  capable  of  being  divorced 
from  those  roots  and  grafted  on  to 
secular  or  Christian  or  other  styles.” 

“Racial  and  ethnic  features  of 
religion,"  Dr.  Marty  says,  will  continue 
to  be  accented,  as  they  have  been  for  15 
years. 

The  church  historian  sees  U.  S.  ethnic 
religion  as  mainly  a  “suffusive  force, 
something  that  has  made  us  all  a  little 
different,  a  little  more  aware  of  race  and 
peoplehood.  But  it  did  not  issue  in  cultic 
expression  on  any  great  scale.” 

As  for  “mainline  Protestantism,”  Dr. 
Marty  thinks  that  "only  when  measured 
against  the  artificial  boom  of  the  1950’s 
has  there  been  great  loss”  of  mem¬ 
bership. 

"Many,”  he  adds,  "are  also  beginning 
to  recognize  that  many  of  the  losses  must 
have  come  from  the  ranks  of  those  who 
joined  superficially  in  the  1950s’ 
revival.” 

Dr.  Marty  says  "mainliners”  have 
suffered  most  from  cultural  change 
because  their  "preached  theology”  of 
witness  among  the  problems  of  the  world 
is  being  taken  seriously,  thus  making 
Protestant  institutions  "vulnerable.” 

"Sooner  or  later  it  is  going  to  occur  to 
people  that  if  they  follow  the  appeal, 
there  will  be  some  decline  in  the  im¬ 
portance  of  ‘organized’  religion  for 
them,”  Dr.  Marty  writes.  “The  message 
of  the  faster-growing  intransigent  and 
rigid  churches  is  just  about  the  opposite 
of  this.  And  people  hear  it,  and  their 
churches  grow.” 

Denominational  fights  continue 

He  also  observes  that  denominational 
lines  have  held,  even  though  they  may 
“seem  nonsensical”  and  “tell  us  too  little 
about  what  people  believe.”  He  predicts 
continuing  fights  over  denominational 
destiny. 

“We  are  sometimes  told  that  fights 
over  an  organization  are  a  sign  of  vitality 
in  them  .  .  .  But,  alas,  it  happens  that 
most  of  what  Episcopalians,  United 
Methodists  ("Good  News”),  Missouri 
Lutherans”  and  others  fight  about  "are 
signs  of  decay,  and  not  health,”  he 
writes. 

Finally,  Dr.  Marty  predicts  that 
"evangelicals,  fundamentalists,  pente¬ 
costalists,  etc.”  will  ‘‘continue  to 
prosper.  But  there  is  a  limit  to  their 
market,  and  as  a  group  they’ve  nearly 
reached  it.” 

He  suggests  thare  is  "a  good  deal  of 
revolving  door  activity,  as  people  get 
converted  and  reconverted.”  He  holds 
that  followers  of  such  people  as  Corrie 
ten  Boom,  David  Wilkerson  and  Kathryn 
Kuhlman  "almost  become  denomina¬ 
tions  across  denominational  lines." 


Dr.  Marty  predicts  evangelicals  will 
“increasingly  part  company  with  the 
fundamentalists  over  questions  of  ethos, 
behavior,  tactic,  and  Christian  spirit.” 
He  sees  them  moving  "more  and  more 
toward  the  ‘mainline.’  ” 

Internal  stress  for  evangelicals 
He  predicts  "internal  stresses"  be¬ 
tween  activist  “young  evangelicals”  and 
more  established  older  ones,  also  be¬ 
tween  "hard"  and  "soft”  Pentecostals. 
He  suggests  that  the  former  will  look 
"more  like  the  non-Christian  groups 
around  them”  while  the  latter  will  merge 
"ever  more  with  non-Pentecostal  styles 
of  Christian  spirituality  and  renewal.” 

Dr.  Marty  bases  his  projections  and 
conclusions  on  "everything  from  ex¬ 
tensive  reading  in  the  sources  of  watch¬ 
ing  the  signs  of  the  times  to  giving 
expression  to  intuitions  and  ‘gut 
feelings.’  ” 

U.S.  can  help 
Angola  by 
getting  out 

WASHINGTON, 

D.C.  —  "The  U.S. 
missed  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  help  the 
people  of  Angola 
when  help  was 
sought  and  sorely 
needed.  .  .  it 
would  seem  the 
best  thing  we  can 
do  now  is  try  to  be 

helpful  and  constructive  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  independent  Angola,”  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge  told 
the  U.  S.  Senate  Subcommittee  on 
African  Affairs  in  testimony  delivered 
Feb.  6. 

The  bishop  was  a  missionary  in  Angola 
for  10  years  prior  to  his  election  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1956.  He  retired  as 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Southern  Africa 
Area  in  1968. 

Speaking  from  his  personal  knowledge 
of  recent  Angolan  history  and  personal 
acquaintance  with  many  of  the  liberation 
movement  leaders  in  the  civil  war-tom 
country,  Bishop  Dodge  scored  U.  S. 
foreign  policy  toward  the  former 
Portugese  colony. 

The  bishop  recalled  the  January  1962 
visit  of  Dr.  Agostinho  Neto,  leader  of  the 
Popular  Movement  for  the  Liberation  of 
Angola  (MPLA),  to  the  U.  S.  in  a  search 
for  support  for  the  liberation  movement. 
The  bishop  said  his  cold  reception  from 
the  State  department  made  it  evident  the 
U.  S.  was  more  interested  in  maintaining 
the  status  quo  than  in  aiding  the  self- 
determination  of  people.  “To  get  the 
support  he  needed,  Dr.  Neto  turned  to  the 
eastern  socialist  countries,”  Bishop 
Dodge  said,  but  maintained  the  connec¬ 
tion  was  a  matter  of  expedience. 

The  U.  S.  should  cease  any  overt  or 
covert  military  involvement  in  Angola 
and  allow  the  majority  of  the  people  in 
the  new  nation  to  "decide  their  own 
political  future,"  Bishop  Dodge  told  the 
subcommittee.  He  denounced  claims  that 
the  MPLA  does  not  have  the  support  of 
the  masses  of  Angolans. 

In  his  testimony,  Bishop  Dodge  noted 
he  has  known  Dr.  Neto  since  1936  when 
the  Angolan  leader  was  a  boy  and  his 
father  was  the  bishop’s  associate  pastor. 


Bishop  Dodge 


Discover  for  yourself  why 


FINDING  YOUR 
WAY  THROUGH 
THE  BIBLE 


continues  to  be  the  favorite  of 
thousands  of  United  Methodist 
teachers,  parents,  and  students  .  .  . 


FINDING  YOUR  WAY  THROUGH  THE  BIBLE  has  proven  to  be  one  of  the 
most  effective  Bible  teaching  aids  for  children  in  the  middle  and  upper 
elementary  grades  (3-up). 

Since  its  first  printing  in  1970,  nearly  a  quarter  million  (215,000)  copies  of  this 
self-instruction  Bible  workbook  have  been  sold  to  parents  and  teachers  who  are 
looking  for  the  best  learning  materials  in  Bible  education  for  their  elementary 
children. 


WHY? 

1.  It  is  a  self-instruction  workbook 
— that  means  the  student  can 
explore  the  Bible  without  adult 
supervision. 

2.  Each  student  can  work  at  his  own 
rate  of  speed.  With  his  own  copy  of 
the  workbook  he  can  write  the 
answers  in  the  book  and  check 
them  before  moving  on  to  the  next 
section.  This  way  the 
self-instruction  book  teaches  the 
child  by  small  steps  until  he  has 
completed  each  section  correctly 

3.  Both  reading  and  writing  skills  are 
encouraged. 

4.  Children  learn  how  to  use  their 
Bibles  to  look  up  references,  find 
books,  chapters,  and  verses,  and 
become  familiar  with  various  parts 
of  the  Bible. 


FINDING  YOUR  WAY  THROUGH  THE 
BIBLE  is  one  of  four  self-instruction 
workbooks  for  elementary  students.  Others 
in  this  educational  “Getting  to  Know  Your 
Bible"  Series  are: 

EXPLORING  HOW  THE  BIBLE  CAME 
TO  BE  (grades  4 — up)  tells  how  the  Bible 
changed  from  oral  stories  and  songs  to  the 
written  record  we  have  today. 

LEARNING  MORE  ABOUT  YOUR  BIBLE 
(grades  4 — up)  introduces  the  two  parts  of 
the  Bible:  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 
DISCOVERING  HOW  THE  BIBLE 
MESSAGE  SPREAD  (grades  4 — up) 
teaches  how  the  Bible  message  spread 
around  the  world  and  has  been  translated 
into  many  languages. 

All  these  workbooks  are  available  at  your 
Cokesbury  bookstore  or  service  center 
Order  today! 


Please  send: 

_  copies  of  FINDING  YOUR 

WAY  THROUGH  THE  BIBLE  (u 
$1.35  each. 

_ copies  of  LEARNING  MORE 

ABOUT  YOUR  BIBLE  Ca  $1.35  each, 

_ copies  of  EXPLORING  HOW 

THE  BIBLE  CAME  TO  BE  Co  $1.35 


each. 

HOW  ...~  _ 

SPREAD  Co  $1.35  each. 


copies 

THE 


of  DISCOVERING 
BIBLE  MESSAGE 


Cokeshury 


Send  to  _ 
Address  _ 


City - State - Zip - 

□  Payment  enclosed 

□  Charge  to  Cokesbury  Acct  #  - 

□  Open  an  account 

Add  tax  where  applicable 
Transportation  extra 
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a  Duerson  is  “Outstanding 


Young  Woman  of  the  Year” 


Linda  (Mrs.  George)  Duerson,  of 
Kenner,  has  been  named  the  New 
Orleans  Jaycees’  “Outstanding  Young 
Woman  of  the  Year."  The  announcement 
came  recently  from  the  Jaycees,  and 
Mrs.  Duerson  was  awarded  a  special 
plaque  by  Governor  Edwin  Edwards 
during  special  ceremonies. 

Linda’s  list  of  accomplishments  and 
contributions  is  so  long  that  it  is  difficult 
to  point  out  which  is  most  important. 
However,  Linda  indicates  to  this 
newspaper  that  what  she  has  done  with 
and  for  the  church  is  of  prime  satisfac¬ 
tion.  This  is  not  surprising,  for  her  life  is 
shared  by  the  Rev.  George  Duerson, 
Pastor  of  the  Kenner  Church. 

As  a  homemaker,  Mrs.  Duerson  has 
raised  two  children  and  worked  side  by 
side  with  her  husband  in  every  church 
where  they  were  assigned.  Currently  she 
is  Youth  Coordinator,  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  Chairman  of  the  Christian 
Social  Concerns  Committee,  District 
Chairman  of  Christian  Social  Involve¬ 
ment  for  the  Women’s  Division,  member 
of  Church  Women  United,  and  the  list 
goes  on  and  on. 

However,  her  work  goes  into  broader 
fields  of  endeavor  in  many  and  varied 
facets  of  community,  charitable  and 
educational  circles.  She  has  been  in¬ 
volved  in  program  and  planning  for 
political  efforts;  she  is  First  Vice- 
President  and  Director  of  the  Jefferson 
Parish  League  of  Women  Voters;  she  has 
served  as  volunteer  of  so  many 
organizations  that  the  list  runs  for 
several  pages. 

Linda  Duerson  began  her  professional 
career  after  college  as  a  Home 
Economics  teacher,  and  is  currently 
employed  as  a  sewing  instructor  by  the 
Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company. 


Year”  Linda  Duerson . 

When  she  was  nominated  for  this 
highly-prized  award,  it  is  significant  that 
this  statement  was  made  concerning 
her:  “.  .  .  incredible  as  it  may  seem  in 
these  days  of  the  liberated  single  woman, 
Linda  with  all  of  her  independent  outside 
activities,  is  a  sparkling  example  that  a 
woman  can  be  herself  and  still  re¬ 
main  a  loving  and  devoted  wife  and 
mother  ...” 


‘T/ie  Battle  at  Liberty  Courthouse 


To  conclude  their  mission  study  “ A  Nation  Under  God,  ”  the  Wesleyan  Circle  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  of  Louisiana  Memorial  Church,  Opelousas,  presented  the 
skit  ” The  Battle  of  Liberty  Courthouse.”  Taking  part  in  the  skit,  left  to  right:  Mrs. 
Myra  Byrd,  Mrs.  Hattie  Childs,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Lancaster,  Mrs.  Versie  Mackey,  and 
Mrs.  Woodrow  Fields.  The  Rev.  T.  M.  Lancaster  is  Pastor. 


Chatham  Church  honors 
Rev.  James  T.  Garrett 


The  Rev.  James  T.  Garrett,  age 
The  Rev.  James  T.  Garrett  had  his  90th 
birthday  on  February  12,  and  in  his 
honor,  the  Chatham  Church  held  a 
special  celebration  on  Sunday  evening, 
February  8.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Garrett  is 
associate  pastor  of  the  church,  and  also 
preaches  at  the  Frantom  Chapel  Church 
two  Sundays  each  month. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  birthday 
celebration,  Mr.  Garrett  said  that  he  is 
“.  .  .  looking  forward  to  the  next  ten 
years  .  .  .’’He  also  pointed  out  that  his 
“.  .  .  enjoyment  of  life  comes  from  a 


Mount  Zion  UMW  sponsors  missions  event 


The  United  Methodist  Women’s  organi¬ 
zation  of  Mount  Zion  Church,  New 
Orleans,  is  sponsoring  its  second  annual 
Luncheon-Fashion  Show  on  March  27,  to 
raise  money  for  missions  and  “.  .  .  to 
deepen  the  Unit’s  commitment  to  help 
others  ...” 

The  event  will  be  held  in  Kearney  Hall 
Dining  Room  on  the  Dillard  University 
campus,  beginning  at  1  P.M.,  and  the 
theme  is  “Fashion  Panorama  ’76.”  Mrs. 
Azalea  M.  Stevenson,  chairperson  of  the 
event,  has  announced  that  Miss  Pam 
Jiles,  recipient  of  two  gold  and  one  silver 
medal  won  at  the  Pan-American  Games, 
will  be  the  guest  of  honor. 

Fashions  will  be  furnished  by  Krauss, 


Jackson  Church  receives  bequest 


90,  stands  in  the  Chatham  pulpit. 
thankful  heart.”  He  has  been  preaching 
for  41  years. 

Present  for  the  festive  occasion  were 
members  of  Mr.  Garrett’s  family:  the 
Reverends  Roy  and  Troy,  both  Methodist 
Ministers;  and  J.  T.,  a  Baptist  Minister. 
Special  music  was  provided  by  son  Roy 
and  a  granddaughter  Linda,  whose 
husband  is  the  Rev.  Charles  Simmons. 
The  Rev.  Jack  Shaw,  Pastor  of  Chatham 
Church,  also  participated  in  the 
celebration.  A  money  tree  was  given  to 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Garrett  at  the 
reception. 


Bishop’s  Message 

One  of  the  most  significant  developments  in  the  life  of  our  conference  is  the 
establishment  of  a  full  chaplaincy  program  on  the  campus  of  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity,  where  the  Reverend  Leslie  Norris  is  Campus  Chaplain.  The  program  is 
meeting  with  excellent  success,  and  the  impact  and  witness  seem  to  be  solid 
and  good.  The  entire  conference  is  proud.  We  hope  that  everybody  will  continue 
to  send  in  his  offerings  labeled  “Dillard  —  Black  Colleges  Fund.” 

It  is  thrilling  indeed  to  see  Dillard  return  to  a  closer  relationship  to  the 
churches  traditionally  related  to  the  life  and  development  of  this  fine  univer¬ 
sity.  It  is  pleasing  beyond  expression  to  note  our  own  witness  on  that  campus  as 
United  Methodists.  I  trust  you  will  give  every  encouragement  to  the  fine  work  at 
Dillard.  This  is  a  school  with  a  “plus”  to  it.  The  new  president  at  Dillard,  Dr. 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  came  from  one  of  my  alma  maters,  Duke  University, 
where  he  was  a  distinguished  professor.  We  are  also  extremely  pleased  with  his 
leadership  on  the  Dillard  University  campus,  and  we  anticipate  hearing  from 
him  at  the  Annual  Conference  session  in  Shreveport  during  the  first  week  in 
June.  Things  are  looking  up  on  our  church  college  campuses,  and  we  are 
grateful  indeed. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


St.  Lukes,  Shreveport  begins 
Bicentennial  Celebration 


Co.,  Ltd.  of  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Mary  D. 
Teamer  is  fashion  coordinator  for  Mt. 
Zion  UMW,  and  she  will  direct  the  models 
in  their  appearances.  Women  of  the 
organization,  co-eds  from  Dillard,  as  well 
as  men  will  model.  Music  is  being  fur¬ 
nished  by  Mrs.  Thelma  Fields  Taylor. 

Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell,  President  of  Mt. 
Zion’s  UMW,  notes  that  the  response  to  a 
similar  event  was  so  great  in  1975,  the 
women  of  Mt.  Zion  are  looking  forward  to 
an  even  greater  occasion  this  year. 
Tickets  and  reservations  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  contacting  Mrs.  Bell,  9415 
Oleander  St.,  New  Orleans  70118,  or  Mrs. 
Azalea  M.  Stevenson,  2405  ST.  Bernard, 
New  Orleans  70119. 


Dr.  Walter  Lowrey,  guest  speaker  and  professor  of  history  at  Centenary  College  is 
shown  in  front  of  an  historic  exhibit  arranged  by  Mrs.  Ed  Chase  and  Mrs.  Rufus 
Walker  for  St.  Luke's  mission  series  on  “ A  Nation  Under  God.” 


When  St.  Luke’s  Bicentennial 
Celebration  began  on  February  1,  there 
were  more  than  100  persons  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Using  the  theme  “A  Nation  Under 
God,”  with  a  sub-title  “Rekindling  the 
Revolutionary  Spirit,"  there  was 
something  for  everyone  from  toddlers 
through  adults. 

The  first  session  began  with  a  pot-luck 
supper,  following  which  children  went  to 
special  classes,  and  the  youth  and  adults 
heard  Dr.  Walter  Lowrey,  Chairman  of 
Centenary’s  History  Department  present 
the  topic  “Remembrance  -  Our  Heritage 
as  a  Nation  and  as  a  People  of  Faith.” 
Small  group  discussions  followed,  with 
the  total  group  reassembling  for  a 
summary. 

On  February  8  the  topic  for  con¬ 
sideration  was  “Repentance,”  and  a  play 
“The  Battle  at  Liberty  Courthouse,”  was 
presented  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Frank  Lower.  On  February  15  the  theme 


was  “Rejoicing,”  as  all  participated  in 
an  old-fashioned  “Fourth  of  July 
Celebration”  which  was  complete  with 
dinner  on  the  grounds,  a  marching  band 
to  lead  the  “parade”  and  a  British-style 
audience  participation  debate  with  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  format.  Two  senior 
youth,  Mark  Pomeroy  and  Glen  Rigby, 
debated  the  topic  “Resolved  that  the 
Power  of  the  Federal  Government 
Should  Be  Increased.” 

The  concluding  event  in  this  church- 
wide  series  was  held  on  February  22, 
with  the  theme  “Recommitment,’.’ 
beginning  with  a  sacrificial  meal  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Huffman. 
The  program  dealt  with  responsibilities 
to  self,  church,  nation  and  the  world. 

This  special  month-long  mission 
emphasis  was  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Missions  Task  Force,  Mrs.  Neva 
Brown  Chairperson.  The  Rev.  James 
Poole  is  Pastor  of  St.  Luke’s. 


Shreveport  District  Missions  Rally 
held  at  Cedar  Grove  Church 


Vinton  UMW  hold  special  observance 


Shreveport  District  held  a  Missions  Rally  at  Cedar  Grove  Church  on  February  9. 
and  it  was  a  highly  successful  occasion.  This  photograph  shows  some  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  Front  row  (from  left)  -  The  Rev.  Lawson  Lee,  Mrs.  Elsa  Lee,  Mrs.  Gladys 
Dean,  Mrs.  Betty  Spitzkeit,  the  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit;  second  row,  from  left  -  the 
Rev.  Garland  Dean,  Jr.,  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  and  the  Rev.  M.  Dave  Felder. 


“And  all  these  things  shall  be  added” 


United  Methodist  Women  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew  Church,  Algiers,  observed  “A  Call 
to  Prayer  and  Self  Denial”  in  ex¬ 
periencing  “.  .  .  freedom  as  a  whole 
person  through  Jesus  Christ.  Many 
women  of  the  church  took  part  in  this 
meaningful  service. 

Participating  in  the  program  were 
Mrs.  Alberta  B.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Alice 


Butler,  President,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Foster 
and  Mrs.  Doris  Bush.  The  Rev.  Russell  L. 
Jones,  Pastor,  also  took  part. 

The  service  culminated  with  the 
congregation  joining  hands  and  singing 
“Come  Into  My  Heart,  Lord  Jesus.” 

This  observance  is  part  of  the  spiritual 
enrichment  sponsored  by  UMW. 


Southside  youth  attend  High  School  Days 


Top  row,  from  left  -  Steve  Blankenship,  Michael  Vidrine,  Suzette  Boozer,  Ronald 
Stark ;  bottom,  standing  on  left  side  and  continuing  right  -  Ryan  Chappell,  Phill 
Hammett,  Mrs.  Gene  Boozer,  Kathy  Ford,  Darlene  Warner,  Delinda  Bush,  and 
standing  Harold  Russell.  Mr.  Boozer  (who  was  the  photographer),  and  Mrs.  Boozer 
are  the  Youth  Directors;  the  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  Pastor. 


The  Rev.  Albert  A.  Collins,  Pastor  of  the  Jackson-Ethel  Charge,  is  shown  in  this 
photograph  presenting  a  check  for  $ 5,000  to  Mr.  Carl  Durr,  Board  Chairman,  and 
Mr.  Edgar  S.  Dawson,  Treasurer,  of  the  Jackson  Church.  The  check  represents  the 
sum  bequeathed  to  the  church  by  the  late  Irvin  (Shack)  Johnson. 

St.  Mark’s,  Monroe  sponsors  youth  banquet 


Scene  at  UMW-sponsored  Va 


Banquet  for  St.  Mark's  youth. 


Friday  13th  was  a  special  occasion  for 
the  youth  of  St.  Mark’s  Church  in 
Monroe,  when  the  UMW  sponsored  a 
Valentine  Banquet  in  their  honor.  A  fine 
Attendance  was  reported,  and  the  13th 
turned  out  to  be  a  lucky  day  for  the  youth. 

A  play  entitled  “Laugh!  The  Bible 


With  You  was  presented  by 
members;  and  the  guest  speaker 
John  Sullivan,  a  senior  who  is 
majoring  in  social  work  at  NLU.  He 
spoke  on  I  Corinthians  13,  and  the 
program  closed  with  everyone  singing 
“They’ll  Know  We  Are  Christians  By  Our 
Love.” 


Bayou  Chicot  honors  Centenary  Choir 


RE:  The  Lay  Worker 


Pastors  who  know  of  persons  in  the 
church  who  would  benefit  by  entering 
this  relationship  should  contact  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Lay 
Worker  in  the  very  near  future.  This  is  in 
order  that  requirements  for  consecration 
may  be  met  in  time  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Annual  Conference  in  June.  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  Par.  501  defines  the  Lay 
Worker:  “A  Lay  Worker  in  the  church  is 

o'*5 


a  person  other  than  the  clergy  whose 
decision  to  make  a  career  of  work  in  the 
employed  status  in  the  church  or  church- 
related  agencies  is  accompanied  by  the 
meeting  of  standards  of  excellence  in  the 
chosen  field  of  service  and  who  has  been 
consecrated  by  a  Bishop.” 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  is  Dr. 
Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


This  photograph 
shows  Bayou  Chicot 
hometowner,  Miss 
Darlene  Whitting¬ 
ton:  Dr.  Will  And¬ 
ress,  Centenary 
Choir  Director;  and 
Miss  Debbie  Field¬ 
er,  who  is  ” Miss 
Centenary,”  and  is 
vice-president  and 
an  accompanist  for 
the  group. 


Among  Centenary  Choir’s  talented 
singers  is  a  “hometown  girl”  from 
Bayou  Chicot.  Miss  Darlene  Whittington. 
Bayou  Chicot  Church,  with  the  help  of  the 
local  Baptist  Church  and  some  “Catholic 
friends”  honored  Miss  Whittington  and 
the  choir  during  their  recent  tour,  by 
holding  a  luncheon  in  their  honor. 

The  choir  was  enroute  from  Baton 


Rouge,  returning  to  Shreveport,  and  they 
were  welcomed  to  the  Bayou  Chicot 
church  by  a  group  of  local  persons  who 
had  prepared  the  lunch  and  ap¬ 
propriately  decorated  the  church's 
recreation  room.  The  choir,  at  this 
“unscheduled”  stop  sang  several  songs 
for  their  hosts. 


and  Self-Denial”  program  recently,  and  they  report  an  effective  response.  President 
of  the  group  is  Mrs.  Velma  Brown.  Pastor  of  the  Vinton  church  is  the  Rev.  Joseph  L. 
Rountree,  Jr.  This  photograph  shows  some  of  the  participants. 
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Are  ‘community  developers’  ‘missionaries’? 


The  disclosure  during  a  recent  con¬ 
ference  of  “national  missionaries”  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  no 
clear-cut  requirement  that  persons 
serving  “in  mission”  through  its  com¬ 
munity  developers  program  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Christian  faith  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue)  will  inevitably 
raise  troublesome  questions  for  many 
churchpersons. 

These  questions  are  blunted  somewhat 
by  the  assurance  of  national  officials  that 
the  lack  of  such  a  requirement  comes 
from  “a  hole  in  the  system”  rather  than  a 
conscious  policy  for  mission.  For  those 
who  think  of  missionaries  in  traditional 
terms,  however,  it  remains  baffling  why 
a  missionary  program  which  is  now 
seven-years-old  has  never  required 
applicants  for  service  to  answer  the 
question:  “Do  you  have  a  personal 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ?”  Failure  to 
ask  that  question  makes  the  program’s 
credibility  suspect  since  promotional 

What  is  value 
of  ‘ministerial 
ethics’  series? 

Judging  by  letters  from  TM/  UMR 
readers  regarding  our  recent  series  of 
articles  on  “ministerial  ethics”  (see 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  column 
elsewhere  on  this  page),  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  difference  in  opinion  on  both 
the  value  of  such  articles  and  the 
motivation  of  this  newspaper  in 
publishing  them. 

While  one  reader  charges  that  the 
articles  are  a  product  of  “yellow  jour¬ 
nalism”  and  are  more  concerned  with 
“scandal”  than  truth,  another  says  he 
“appreciated”  the  articles  and  believes 
they  were  “long  overdue.” 

We  consider  the  series  to  be  neither 
“sensationalized"  nor  “scandalous.” 
The  ethical  issues  raised  are  issues  with 
which  every  minister  of  the  church  is 
confronted  in  the  course  of  ministry. 
They  are,  therefore,  issues  with  which 
every  minister  should  be  concerned,  i.e. 
reluctance  to  judge  peer  competency, 
how  one’s  time  should  be  budgeted,  how 
to  use  “fees”  received  for  extra  services, 
tempting  compromises  to  “get  to  the 
top,"  etc. 

As  a  church,  we  have  no  clearly 
defined  set  of  “ministerial  ethics”  which 
relate  to  these  issues.  The  purpose  of  our 
articles  was  not  to  show  how  well  or  how 
poorly  United  Methodist  ministers  are 
handling  these  undefined  and  mostly 
undiscussed  “gray”  areas,  but  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  such  ethically  “gray”  areas  do 
exist. 

We  believe  there  needs  to  be  an  open 
airing  of  these  issues  for  the  health  of  the 
profession  in  general— both  among  those 
who  are  its  members  and  by  the  annual 
conference  Boards  of  Ministry  which 
serve  as  the  “guarantors  of  the  profes¬ 
sion"  to  both  the  local  church  and  the 
church  hierarchy. 

We  believe  the  articles  make  obvious 
the  fact  that  intentional  commitment  of 
“clerical  collar  crimes”  is  not  the  rule 
among  professional  min.sters.  Still,  we 
should  be  no  less  concerned  about  the 
minority  who  commit  such  offenses  on 
the  basis  that  “most  don’t.” 

Just  as  some  members  of  the  clergy 
commit  “clerical  collar  crimes,”  other 
"crimes”  are  committed  by  some 
members  of  the  laity  in  their  relation¬ 
ships  with  the  church  and  its  ministers. 

Should  that  story  ever  be  written,  high 
on  its  list  of  “crimes”  should  be  the 
double-standard  many  lay  persons  set  for 
their  own  ethics  and  the  ethical  behavior 
expected  of  their  ministers.  All  human 
beings  have  shortcomings,  and  stand 
naked  before  the  grace  of  God.  All  Chris¬ 
tians— lay  and  clergy— should  strive  for 
themselves  and  others  to  follow  the 
ethical  example  set  by  our  Lord  in  all 
undertakings. 
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descriptions  state  “Christian  com¬ 
mitment  is  a  criterion  of  selection.” 

Despite  these  troublesome  questions, 
we  believe  it  would  be  a  serious  mistake 
for  churchpersons  to  jump  to  the 
generalized  conclusion  that  many  of  our 
missionaries,  or  even  many  of  our 
community  developers,  do  not  believe  in 
God.  Our  investigation  has  shown  that 
not  to  be  the  case.  And  in  missionary 
programs  other  than  community  develo¬ 
pers,  an  active  commitment  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  is  a  clear-cut  requirement. 

The  community  developers  program 
is,  in  fact,  a  new  and  different  form  of 
missionary  endeavor.  Unlike  traditional 
programs,  where  a  missionary  is  sent 
overseas  or  to  some  national  mission 
station  to  work  largely  on  his  own  on 
behalf  of  the  church,  the  community 
developer  works  in  a  local  community  in 
direct  relationship  to  an  supervising 
local  church  board.  The  primary  intent  of 
the  community  developer  program  is  not 
to  “make  converts,”  but  to  help  poor  and 
often  uneducated  people  in  need.  The 
community  developer  is  not  a  profession¬ 
al  minister,  but  a  lay  person  from  the 
community  who  knows  the  needs  and  is 
able  to  relate  to  them.  Community  devel¬ 
opers  usually  work  in  urban  areas  where 
traditional  forms  of  ministry  have  made 
minimal  impact.  A  sense  of  Christian 
commitment  on  the  part  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  developer  is  certainly  desireable;  it  is 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


not  essential.  The  spiritual  needs  of  the 
community  are  met,  not  by  the  communi¬ 
ty  developer,  but  by  the  sponsoring  local 
church  and  its  pastor. 

One  of  the  points  which  most  highly 
commends  the  community  developers 
program  is  that  a  number  of  persons  who 
entered  it  without  a  commitment  to 
Christ  have  come  to  make  such  a  com¬ 
mitment  through  it.  In  several  cases, 
community  developers  have  later  decid¬ 
ed  to  enter  full-time  Christian  service. 

In  our  view,  the  community  developers 
program  is  a  valid  form  of  Christian 
outreach.  The  problem  lies  not  in  the 
program,  but  in  the  fact  that  our  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Division  has 
portrayed  and  promoted  the  community 
developers  as  "missionaries”  —  a  term 
which  does  not  fit  them  in  the  traditional 
sense. 

We  believe  the  UMC’s  community 
developers  program  is  valid  as  it  stands, 
and  that  it  is  ministering  effectively  on 
behalf  of  our  church  to  many  persons  in 
need.  As  a  means  of  avoiding  misun¬ 
derstanding,  we  believe  this  program 
should  be  described  and  promoted  in 
terms  of  what  it  is  and  not  in  traditional 
missionary  terms.  Ultimately,  we 
believe  the  community  developers 
program  will  prove  to  be  a  much  more 
effective  means  of  doing  and  ^spreading 
the  gospel  in  some  urban  settings  than 
the  traditional  missionary  approach. 


My  Witness 

Support  of  parochial  school  aid 
was  the  result  of  prayer 
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John  Warman 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Considerable 
TM/  UMR  reader  reaction  has 
sprung  in  recent  weeks  from  a 
Religious  News  Service  [RNS]  ar¬ 
ticle.  which  ran  Jan.  30,  1976,  in  this 
publication,  quoting  U.M.  Bishop  John 
B.  Warman  [  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Area )  as 
supporting  stale  aid  to  church-related 
schools.  The  following  "My  Witness" 
column  is  Bishop  Warman’s  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  personal  dimensions 
of  that  support. 

By  JOHN  B.  W  ARMAN 
You  did  me  the  honor  of  publishing  a 
newspaper  report  of  a  letter  I  wrote  on 
the  First  Amendment  issue.  You 
might  also  be  interested  in  why  I 
wrote  that  controversial  letter. 

The  letter  was  the  result  of  a  con¬ 
viction  that  came  upon  me  during  a 
season  of  prayer  and  that  troubled  me 
for  some  time  thereafter. 

I  realized  it  had  been  many  years 
since  I  had  rethought  my  position  on 
parochial  education  —  that  when  I  had 
last  given  it  serious  thought  Pope 
John  had  not  yet  referred  to  my 


people  as  his  “separated  brethren.” 
The  position  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  had  changed  so  that  they  now 
recognized  my  communion  as  being  in 
a  real  sense  a  part  of  the  holy  catholic 
church,  but  my  position  concerning 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  had  not 
shown  an  equivalent  change.  In  the 
same  period  of  time  the  nature  of  the 
public  school  had  changed  so  that  of 
all  the  value-teaching  agencies  in 
society,  those  of  religion  had  the  least 
possibility  of  entry. 

In  consequence,  a  hardened 
secularism  is  settling  over  our  society 
so  that  instead  of  a  benevolent 
neutrality  existing  in  the  separation 
between  State  and  Church,  the  State  is 
beginning  to  show  hostility  toward  the 
Church.  That  Western  Maryland 
College  was  compelled  to  divest  itself  w 
of  Christian  symbols  even  in  the  silent 
language  of  its  architecture  and  had 
to  remove  the  cross  from;  its  very 
chapel  is  an  indication  of  that 
hostility.  In  a  recent  Supreme  Court' 
case,  Chief  Justice  Burger  and 
Justices  White  and  Rehnquist 


dissented  and  in  their  dissent  voiced 
their  view  that  the  majority  was  so 
reinterpreting  the  First  Amendment 
as  to  cause  the  government  “to 
discriminate  against  or  affirmatively 
stifle  religions  or  religious  activity. 

Over  these  recent  years  when  such 
swift  changes  were  taking  place,  I 
was  still  relying  on  conclusions 
thought  out  years  previously.  In  the 
meanwhile  I  had  yielded  to  a  spirit  of 
partisanship  wherein  I  rejoiced  at 
every  exclusion  of  other  communions 
from  a  serious  partnership  in  the  field 
of  education.  This  spirit  of  unthinking 
partisanship  is  what  I  understand  to 
be  bigotry,  and  I  believe  bigotry  to  be 
a  sin. 

When  one  becomes  conscious  of 
having  sinned,  one  ought,  as  an  act  of 
contrition,  to  confess  that  fact  to  those 
wronged  by  the  sin.  To  do  that,  I  wrote 
a  brief  letter  to  the  public  press  in 
which  I  confessed  my  bigotry  and 
asked  that  we  rethink  our  attitude 
toward  and  understanding  of  the  First 
Amendment. 


Readers  differ  on  value  of  ‘ministerial  ethics’  series 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  appreciated  the  series  of  ar¬ 
ticles  concerning  ministerial  ethics. 
Perhaps  this  is  an  area  long  overdue  for 
serious  investigation. 

Just  this  comment  concerning  the 
temptation  to  “feather  one’s  nest”  or  “to 
pick  up  extra  bucks  operating  travel 
tours,  conducting  church  funerals, 
writing  books,  taking  speaking 
engagements,  praying  for  public  events, 
conducting  revivals,  etc.”  The  way  to 
avoid  this  temptation  is  to  give  all  monies 
thus  received  to  the  mission  and 
benevolent  programs  of  the  church.  This 
is  one  way  to  avoid  the  charge  of  doing 
this,  with  one’s  own  self-interest  in  mind. 

My  wife  and  I,  when  we  entered  the 
ministry,  promised  God  that  every  dollar 
that  was  received  for  things  outside  our 
local  church  activity,  would  be  given  to 
missions.  God  has  privileged  us  to  be  the 
instruments  for  the  channeling  of 
thousands  of  dollars  into  mission  work 
that  we  might  not  otherwise  have  been 
able  to  do.  Secondly,  we  have  always 
accepted  such  invitations  in  the  order  in 
which  they  have  been  received,  without 
respect  to  size  or  location  of  church 
extending  the  invitation. 

Certainly,  the  temptations  that  come  in 
the  ministry  are  many  and  subtle,  but 
there  are  ways  to  guard  against  them. 

V.  E.  Maybray 
Irwin,  Pennsylvania 

Articles  on  ethics  of 
questionable  value 
To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  the  articles  on  clergy  ethics 
(TM/UMR,  Jan.  23)  have  questionable 
value  because  of  the  mistrust  which  may 
arise  between  ministers  and  congrega¬ 
tions  because  of  them. 

Ministers  that  strive  to  become  stereo¬ 
types  because  of  “character  judging” 
cannot  truly  relate  to  anyone. 

Let  us  love,  but  not  judge  our 
ministers,  and  treat  them  as  individuals 
of  genuine  worth. 

John  E.  Caldwell 
Susanville,  California 

Articles  displayed 

‘ yellow  journalism  * 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  my  colleague,  John 
Moore,  that  clergy  should  set  at  least  as 
high  standards  of  accountability  as  other 
professionals  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  23). 

TM/  UMR’s  series  of  articles  on 
clergy  ethics  by  Sharon  Mielke  raises  the 
problem  of  editorial  accountability. 
Headlining  spectacular  and  rather 
misleading  terms  such  as  “clerical- 
collar  crimes”  and  “intellectual  rape” 


suggests  a  greater  degree  of  ministerial 
misconduct  than  the  text  of  the  articles 
bears  out. 

I  recall  a  quotation  from  a  well-known 
publisher  noted  for  “yellow  journalism" 
several  years  ago:  “Scandal  sells 
papers.  If  you  can’t  find  a  scandal,  make 
one!  Wayne  Kessel 

Newark,  California 

Most  serious  * clerical 
crime ’  was  omitted 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  series  on  “clerical 
collar  crimes.” 

May  I  suggest  that  when  preachers 
speak  of  sinners,  it  is  much  more  ap¬ 
propriate  for  us  to  say  “we  sinners”  than 
“you  sinners”?  It  seems  strange  that  a 
bishop,  the  head  of  the  church’s  Division 
of  the  Ordained  Ministry,  a  district 
superintendent  and  other  leaders  should 
overlook  the  fact  that  they  belong  where 
we  are.  We  welcome  them  to  the  altar 
with  us  and  each  join  in  the  “mea  culpa.” 

The  list  of  “crimes”  omits  our  most 
serious  one  —  that  is  the  crime  against 
humanity  —  our  own  humanity.  How 
often  have  we  sinned  by  overwork,  by 
depriving  ourselves  and  our  families  of 
periods  of  fun  and  relaxation  away  from 
the  exacting  task  of  ministry.  I  thank 
God  for  excellent  laymen  who  have 
reminded  me  from  time  to  time  about 
this  “crime”  and  are  helping  to 
rehabilitate  me. 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Urbana,  Illinois 

Missionaries  do  have 
political  role 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  “Should  missionaries  be 
involved  in  politics?”  (TM/  UMR,  Feb. 
6)  assumes,  as  usual,  that  missionaries 
are  overseas.  I’m  a  missionary  and  I’m 
here  and  I  do  not  see  that  I  have  an  ob¬ 
jective,  equal  responsibility  to  all. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  the  kind  of  a- 
politicism  that  you  subtly  call  for.  We  are 
political  beings  and  we  give  that  partisan 
expression  from  time  to  time.  More 
importantly,  the  question  is  whether  we 
can  discern  the  motives  of  those  with 
power  and  privilege  and  see  if  the  power 
and  privilege  is  used  to  accumulate  more 
of  the  same.  The  Gospel  I  read  doesn’t 
point  to  a  God  on  the  side  of  power  and 
privilege.  Rather,  as  in  the  Magnificat, 
the  God  of  the  Bible  inspires  vision  of 
turned-over  orders  in  which  lowly  and 
poor  have  a  place,  too.  Thus,  the 
missionary  imperative  that  drives  me 
and  many  others  is  to  be  about  the 
business  of  justice  for  persons  and 
communities  who  are  the  beneficiaries  of 


('.rime  anti  justice  myths 


Are  courts  and  judges  too 
lenient  on  criminals  in  U.S. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  another  in  a 
series  of  articles  answering  myths  on 
crime  and  justice  in  America.  The 
column  is  written  by  Dr.  L.  Harold 
DeWolf  and  are  taken  from  his  soon  to  be 
published  book  "What  Americans  Should 
Do  About  Crime."  That  book  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  and  will  serve  as  a 
resource  on  the  subject  at  the  upcoming 
General  Conference  of  the  denomination. 

Myth:  One  reason  we  have  so  much 
crime  is  that  American  judges  impose 
softer  sentences  than  judges  in  other 
developed  countries.  Under  Christian 
influence  our  courts  are  especially 
merciful  —  perhaps  misguidedly  so. 

Reality:  For  Index-type  crimes  harsh¬ 
er  sentences  are  generally  imposed 
and  longer  prison  terms  are  usually- 
served  here  than  in  any  other  developed 
country.  For  example,  in  Holland  or 
Norway  prison  terms  for  similar  crimes 
range  generally  from  one-fifth  to  one- 
third  as  long  as  in  the  United  States.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  in  fewer  than 
one  out  of  sixteen  cases  of  Index-type 
crimes  by  adults  is  any  adult  charged 
with  such  a  crime  in  any  American  court, 
though  most  of  those  who  appear  in  court 
are  convicted  and  sentenced. 


There  are  occasional  sentences, 
especially  of  well-to-do  or  politically 
influential  defendants,  which  are 
ludicrously  lenient.  But  average  sen¬ 
tences  pronounced  and  average  prison 
terms  actually  served  for  street  crimes 
are  much  the  most  severe  for  similar 
crimes  in  any  developed  country. 

Christian  compassion  toward  offenders 
seems  to  have  affected  sentencing  policy 
principally  as  it  relates  to  the  classes 
most  largely  represented  in  our  chur¬ 
ches.  that  is  middle-class  and  affluent 
people. 

Substance  from  the  book  WHAT 
AMERICANS  SHOULD  DO  ABOUT 
CRIME  by  L.  Harold  DeWolf.  to  be 
published  by  Harper  and  Row  in  March, 
1976  [$2.95).  Documentation  of  facts 
appears  in  his  larger  book  CRIME  AND 
JUSTICE  IN  AMERICA:  A  PARADOX 
OF'  CONSCIENCE  [Harper  and  Row, 
Fall.  1975:  $15].  Research  and  writing  of 
both  books  were  aided  by  an  expense 
grant  from  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Humanities.  Items  expressed  do  not 
necessarily  represent  views  of  the 
Endowment.  Used  here  by  special 
copyright  permission  of  Harper  and 
Row. 


the  excesses  of  power  and  privilege. 

The  only  thing  that  is  new  about  the 
CIA  revelations  is  that  it  puts  to  the 
church  in  a  new  form  the  questions  of 
power  and  privilege  with  which  we’ve 
wrestled  since  the  time  of  Constantine. 
What  is  encouraging  in  the  current 
debate  is  that  our  apostasy  may  lead  to 
some  repentance. 

Michael  McIntyre 
New  York,  New  York 

Charismatic  guidelines 
were  comforting 
To  the  Editor: 

I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  how 
pleased  I  was  to  read  the  article 
“Guidelines  deal  with  charismatics"  in 
the  Feb.  13  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

I  feel  the  six  guidelines  you  printed 
were  comforting  —  excellent  guidelines 
for  all  Christians.  I  feel  some  pastors 
have  become  so  afraid  of  “charismatics” 
that  they  are  doing  the  church  a  great 
deal  of  harm  trying  to  “prevent”  the 
movement.  In  some  instances,  where 
there  has  not  even  been  a  hint  of  the 
movement,  so  much  has  been  said  of  it  by 
the  pastor,  that  much  needed  prayer  and 
sharing  groups  have  been  discouraged. 
We  all  need  to  grow  in  our  faith! 

Thank  you  for  the  article.  I  pray  we’ll 
all  grow  in  our  faith  and  acceptance  in  all 
Christians,  those  with  and  without 
special  gifts. 

Carolyn  Bobola 
Sea  brook,  Texas 
‘ Thank  God  for 
charismatics  in  UMC 9 
To  the  Editor: 

I  noted  with  interest  the  article, 
"Charismatics  impact  church” 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  30). 

After  three  years  in  the  parsonage, 
back  in  1951, 1  realized  my  need  of  a  pure 
heart  so  desperately.  I  prayed  to  die  if  I 
could  not  know  the  Holy  Spirit  had  come 
in  His  fullness.  With  earnest  searching  of 
my  heart  for  unsurrendered  self-will,  and 
yielding  the  same  in  prayer  and  fasting 
for  several  days,  I  needed  no  sign  or 
evidence  to  know  He  had  come 
(Jeremiah  29:13). 

Since  that  day,  my  Saviour  has  also 
been  Lord  of  my  life,  and  His  work  is  the 
first  love  of  my  life.  I  thank  God  for  the 
Charismatics,  praise  God  they’ve  made 
us  get  on  the  ball  with  the  neglected  part 
of  our  doctrine  upon  which  our  church 
was  founded. 

About  five  years  ago,  while  at  home 
alone  in  prayer,  I  waited  on  God  desiring 
to  know  if  I  should  also  seek  this  gift  of 
tongues  which  so  many  felt  I  should. 
After  at  least  an  hour  on  my  knees,  (I 
have  only  one  gear,  low)  He  clearly  told 
me,  “Esther,  your  work  is  with  the 
Methodists,”  reinforcing  two  other  an¬ 
swers  which  He’d  shown  me  before,  the 
three  coming  years  apart:  I  Cor.  12:31, 
“the  more  excellent  way”  and  then  later, 
the  30th  verse  “do  all  speak  in  tongues?” 

I  appreciate  your  paper,  and  thank 
you. 

Mrs.  Luke  Turnbough 
Edina,  Missouri 
The  Bible  sets  code 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  try  and  answer  the 
question  posed  by  Mr.  Allen  H.  Foreman 
of  Villanova,  Pennsylvania  in  his  “Letter 
to  the  Editor"  regarding  the  editorial, 
“Are  sweepstakes  really  a  form  of 
gambling?"  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  16). 

To  answer  his  question  about  who  sets 
the  Christian’s  code  of  conduct  —  have 
you  ever  heard  of  the  Holy  Bible?  I  refer 
to  this  book  because  Mr.  Foreman  used 
the  word  Christian.  Now,  if  he  had  used 
the  words  Hindu,  Moslem  or  Buddhist 
code  of  conduct,  that  would  have  been  a 
different  ball  game.  Paul  does  not  pull 
any  punches  when  he  talks  of  the  works 
of  the  flesh,  and  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit. 
However,  gambling  was  the  subject. 

You  may  be  happy  to  know  that  the 
word  gambling  per  se  is  not  used  in  the 
Bible.  But.  since  we  are  no  longer  under 
the  law  (where  it  is  spelled  out  how  far 
we  can  go  and  not  sin),  but  under  Grace 
where  love  is  the  dominant  factor,  we 
must  deal  in  principles.  I  am  sure  we  are 
not  so  unlearned  that  we  are  not  aware  of 
what  gambling  has  done  and  is  doing  to 
humanity.  The  cost  of  what  people  do  to 
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pay  gambling  debts  is  hard  to  measure. 

Therefore,  if  we  are  honest,  Christian 
or  otherwise,  we  would  have  to  have 
some  suspicion  that  gambling  is  evil. 
Thus  the  Book  (Bible)  tells  me  to  shun 
the  appearances  of  evil.  I  will  admit, 
however,  you  are  a  much  braver  and 
better  man  than  I.  For  I  must  look  to 
Jesus  Christ  as  my  example  and  the' 
Bible  for  my  code  of  conduct.  My  own 
would  ribt  measure  up.  "  1 '  ,n 
Kelly  Nickell,  Jr. 
Melbourne,  Florida 

InJ’o-serv  is  good  source 

To  the  Editor: 

I  suspect  this  will  be  one  of  many 
letters  you  will  receive  concerning  Bud 
Herron’s  article  in  the  February  13  issue 
of  TM/  UMR.  While  I  rather  enjoyed  his 
satire  and  appreciate  the  point  he  was 
making,  I  feel  you  will  receive  many 
letters  and  much  negative  comment  on 
the  approach  he  took  to  this  particular 
problem.  I  think  ’.nany  people  will  not 
understand  what  he  was  trying  to  say  and 
will  be  most  upset  with  the  article. 

As  he  suggests,  many  of  us  are 
receiving  reports  concerning  the  Child 
and  Family  Services  Bill.  There  is  a  very 
simple  way  to  check  on  such  as  this  and 
as  a  constructive  comment,  I  would 
suggest  that  you  print  the  Info-Serve 
number  and  suggest  that  people  call  that 
number  to  receive  up-to-date  factual 
information  on  such  things  as  Bible 
reading  in  space,  religious  programming 
on  television  and  the  Child  and  Family 
Services  Bill. 

I  think  you  are  doing  a  good  job  and 
appreciate  the  fine  work  done  by  your 


staff.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

William  D.  McReynolds 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/  UMR  has 
printed  that  number  in  the  past  as  a 
reference  in  dealing  with  such  issues. 
The  toll  free  number  is  1-800-251-8140. 

Abortion  is  issue  for  all 

To  the  Editor: 

With  regard  to  the  Jan.  30  TM/  UMR 
issue,  Bishop  Armstrong  does  not  speak 
for  this  Protestant  when  he  calls  the 
“abortion  issue”  a  “Catholic  issue.” 

There  are  thousands  and  thousands  of 
Protestants  and  Jews  who  abhor  the 
deliberate  killing  of  the  unborn  child. 

To  use  abortion  as  a  birth  control 
method  shows  what  a  sick  society  we 
have  become.  We  are  being  desensitized 
year  after  year  on  the  value  of  human 
life.  No  wonder  our  children  are  growing 
up  confused.  Our  moral  standards  have 
sunk  so  low,  they  have  no  one  to  look  up  to 
for  stability  in  their  lives. 

The  unborn  now,  later  the  aged, 
deformed  and  mentally  ill  or  retarded. 

Bishop  Armstrong,  open  your  Bible 
and  read  Psalms  139. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Sines 
Byron,  Minnesota 

Nothing  is  impossible 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  “Manson 
family  member  baptized”  (TM/UMR, 
Feb.  13).  With  God,  nothing  is  impossible 
but  how  wonderful  to  know  God  meets  us 
right  where  we  are.  All  we  have  to  do  is 
ask. 

Rosalie  Wondolkowski 
Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania 
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'Concrete  Castoff —symbol  for  Lent 


KANSAS  CITY.  Mo.  —  Twisted  steel  rods  and  a  broken  concrete  pile,  over 
grown  with  vegetation  —  abandoned  from  highway  construction  on  K-36  west  of 
here —  project  a  startling,  accidental  image  of  Christ  as  the  Suffering  Servant. 

Found  and  photographed  by  William  K.  McElvaney.  president  of  United 
Methodism's  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  here,  the  "Concrete  Castoff”  reminds 
him  that  "by  worldly  standards  the  gospel  is  an  utter  absurdity.”  Yet.  in  God’s 
astonishing  love,  he  says,  God  chooses  the  foolish,  the  castoff,  even  the  low  and 
despised  to  offer  "the  ultimate  and  unifying  word  of  human  existence." 

Lent  begins  next  week  with  Ash  Wednesday.  United  Methodists  will  join 
Christians  around  the  world  in  observing  this  pre-Easter  period  of  spiritual 
introspection. 


Board  of  Church  and  Society  reaffirms  earlier 
homosexuality  stance,  rejects  new  proposal 


Two  UM  professors  speak  out 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  -  Like  homing 
pigeons,  yo-yos.  and  boomerangs,  the 
issue  ot  homosexuality  seems  to  un¬ 
failingly  return  to  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  whenever 
and  wherever  it  meets. 

That  agency  kept  its  record  intact  here 
Feb.  20-21  as  it  reconsidered  and  reaf¬ 
firmed  its  controversial  recom¬ 
mendations  of  last  October  that 
homosexuals  be  "welcomed”  into 
“fellowship  and  membership”  in  the 
UMC.  But  later  the  board  approved, 
reconsidered  and  then  rejected,  a  second 
recommendation  which  called  for 
an  end  to  discrimination  “in  any  way” 
against  homosexuals. 

The  confusing  and  in  some  ways 
contradictory  series  of  events  centering 
on  the  homosexuality  issue  highlight  a 
deep  division  in  the  board  on  the  matter 

—  which  has  become  an  emotion-riddled 
subject  of  debate  not  only  within  the 
board  but  throughout  the  church  at  large. 

The  first  issue  —  which  some  persons 
felt  was  closed,  as  far  as  board  action 
was  concerned,  at  last  October’s  meeting 

—  dealt  with  recommendations  to 
General  Conference  on  a  section  of  the 
denomination’s  “Book  of  the  Discipline” 
entitled  “The  Nurturing  Community.”  At 
that  previous  meeting,  the  board  had 
voted  by  a  two  to  one  margin  to 
recommend  that  a  sentence  saying  “We 
do  not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching”  be 


Anti  -abortionists  level  charges 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

HOUSTON  —  The  charge  of  “at¬ 
tempting  to  polarize  religious  bodies 
against  one  another  in  order  to  protect  its 
support  of  abortion  on  demand”  was 
levelled  last  week  against  the  Religious 
Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights  (RCAR)  by 
two  predominantly  Protestant  religious 
groups  opposing  abortion.  (See 
TM/  UMR,  Feb.  20.) 

“Americans  will  not  tolerate  the 
creation  of  another  Northern  Ireland  in 
which  religious  differences  are  polarized 
and  then  manipulated  for  political  gain,” 
said  the  American  Citizens  Concerned 
for  Life  and  Baptists  for  Life,  in  an  open 
letter  to  the  coalition.  They  also 
challenged  the  RCAR  to  a  public  debate 
on  abortion. 

Prominent  United  Methodists  are 
involved  in  both  the  coalition  and  the 
American  Citizens  groups,  but  the  RCAR 
has  the  UMC’s  institutional  support.  The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  Women’s  Division  and  National 
division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
are  members,  along  with  20  other 
organizations,  of  the  interdenomina¬ 
tional  and  interfaith  coalition.  The 
coalition  is  housed  by  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  (BCS),  is  under 
the  administrative  direction  of  its 
division  of  general  welfare  and  depart¬ 
ment  of  population  problems,  and  the 


board  handles  treasury  functions  for  the 
coalition. 

In  late  January,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  president  of 
the  BCS,  and  coalition  sponsor,  attacked 
the  U.S.  Roman  Catholic  bishops  for  their 
“strenuous  efforts”  to  overturn  the  1973 
Supreme  Court  decisions.  (See 
TM/  UMR  Jan.  30.)  He  said  Roman 
Catholic  efforts  “threaten  First 
Amendment  guarantees  of  the  freedom 
of  religion”  by  trying  to  legislate  their 
particular  view  on  everyone.  Also,  their 
efforts  “threatened  ecumenical  accords 
which  have  been  achieved  after  many 
years.” 

In  their  open  letter  the  two  anti¬ 
abortion  groups  said  the  RCAR  wrongly 
implies  that  abortion  opposition  comes 
only  from  Roman  Catholics.  "Opposition 
to  abortion  is  not  now  nor  ever  has  been 
the  concern  of  Catholics  alone,  but  is  part 
of  a  shared  Judeo-Christian  ethics.” 

Dr.  Outler  gives  view 

“The  termination  of  human  life  is  a 
moral  question  for  all  Christians,”  Dr. 
Albert  Outler  told  TM/  UMR.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Citizens  ad¬ 
visory  board  and  professor  emeritus  at 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  He  said  the  moral. 
Biblically  based  principle  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  strong  to  protect  the 
weak  and  defenseless  is  also  involved. 


Diaconal  ministry  aims 
at  professional  lay  worker 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 

Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  April  27-May  8  in 
Portland,  Ore.  The  following  is  the  ninth 
in  a  series  of  articles  in  which  TM/  UMR 
summarizes  a  major  issue  to  face  the 
delegates. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

A  plan  to  bring  all  of  United 
Methodism’s  professional  lay  workers 
under  one  umbrella  called  "diaconal 
ministry”  will  be  aired  at  General 
Conference  this  April. 

The  title  —  which  comes  from  the  New 
Testament  Greek  word  "diaconia" 
meaning  service  —  would  pull  together  in 
one  category  some  250  active 
deaconesses,  200  home  missionaries  and 
575  consecrated  lay  workers  (Christian 
educators,  musicians,  business  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  other  full-time  non- 
ordained  church  professionals.) 

The  plan  calls  for  a  new  section  in  the 
denomination’s  "Book  of  Discipline" 
defining  diaconal  ministers  as  all  those 
persons  “set  apart  by  consecration  for 
specialized  ministries  of  service.”  It  also 
establishes  a  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
in  each  annual  conference,  comparable 
to  the  present  Board  of  Ministry  which 
deals  with  ordained  ministers. 

Still  open  to  question  is  how  and  where 
the  new  “diaconal  ministers,”  coming 
from  different  traditions  and  presently 
related  to  two  different  church  agencies, 
will  fit  into  general  church  and  annual 
conference  structures.  If  General  Con¬ 
ference  okays  the  concept,  it  will  be  the 
job  of  a  four-year  joint  task  force  to  spell 
out  roles  and  structures. 

The  proposal  itself,  however,  which 
comes  from  a  Commission  to  Study  the 
Ministry  appointed  by  the  1972  General 
Conference,  has  the  blessing  of  both 
agencies  most  involved:  the  Committee 
on  Deaconess/  Home  Missionary  Service 
(now  related  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  national  division)  and  the 
Division  of  Lay  Ministries,  (Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.) 

“It’s  time  for  the  church  to  look  at  the 
whole  area  of  the  lay  ministry  of 
professionals,”  says  Ms.  Joyce  Raye 
Patterson,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  head  of  the 


Deaconesses/  Home  Missionary  com¬ 
mittee  which  petitioned  General  Con¬ 
ference  for  a  diaconal  study  in  1972.  She 
said  her  group  approves  bringing 
together  laypersons  in  the  serving 
ministries  into  one  relationship. 

A  new  name  and  a  new  rationale  for 
full-time  lay  professionals  are  a  good 
start,  agrees  the  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps, 
top  executive  of  the  Division  of  Lay 
Ministries.  “All  members  are  committed 
through  baptism  to  ministry”  —  a  theme 
which  the  Commission  to  Study  the 
Ministry  also  hopes  to  affirm  through  a 
new  "Discipline”  statement  on  the 
Ministry  of  All  Christians.  “In  addition, 
through  creation  of  diaconal  ministry  the 
church  would  recognize  that  there  are 
two  equally  representative  professional 
ministries:  ordained  and  diaconal.” 

Accountability  of  diaconal  ministers 
and  support  for  them  are  two  main  issues 
to  be  resolved  by  a  study  committee,  Ms. 
Patterson  said. 

At  present  deaconesses  and  home 
missionaries  are  attached  to  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  but  accountable  to  the 
general  church.  Consecrated  lay- 
workers,  on  the  other  hand,  are  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  but  accountable  to  the 
annual  conference. 

Certification  procedures,  pensions  and 
other  benefits,  ecumenical  relationships 
and  other  problem  areas  can  be  worked 
out.  Mr.  Hipps  believes.  “We  have 
needed  first  to  establish  a  theological 
foundation,  which  this  legislation  does,  ” 
he  says. 

A  name  change  to  “diaconal  minister” 
may  also  help  the  identity  problem  of 
consecrated  lay  workers,  also,  he  says. 
They  frequently  are  mistaken  for  lay 
leaders,  lay  witness  missioners,  etc. 

But  the  current  legislation  may  also 
create  some  confusion,  he  warns. 
Establishing  “diaconal  ministers”  has 
nothing  to  do  with  petitions  coming  to 
General  Conference  from  other  sources 
to  eliminate  the  order  of  deacon  in  the 
ordained  ministry. 

“We  are  not  recommending  the 
category  as  a  replacement  for  the  or¬ 
dained  deacon’s  order.  They  are 
separate  issues  entirely,”  he  said. 


TM/UMR  interpretive 

replaced  by  a  sentence  saying  “We 
welcome  all  persons  regardless  of  sexual 
orientation  into  the  fellowship  and 
membership  of  the  church.”  A  second 
controversial  action  at  that  meeting  was 
a  recommendation  that  a  sentence  which 
in  part  says  “sex  between  a  man  and  a 
woman  is  only  to  be  clearly  affirmed  in 
the  marriage  bond”  also  be  stricken  and 
not  replaced. 

But  the  issue  proved  not  to  have  been 
closed  in  October,  as  persons  who  had 
opposed  the  action  moved  for  recon¬ 
sideration  of  the  matter  and  were  suc¬ 
cessful  in  bringing  it  to  the  floor  once 
again.  The  debate  was  on. 

After  more  than  an  hour  of  discussion 
in  which  those  supporting  the  October 
stance  said  that  to  undo  the  previous 
action  would  be  to  “retreat  because  we 
couldn’t  stand  the  heat"  and  those 
against  the  October  stance  said  it  would 
be  a  return  to  the  “right  direction,”  the 
board  reaffirmed  the  previously  ap¬ 
proved  recommendations  by  a  vote  of  32- 
15. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  meeting  the 
issue  surfaced  again  in  the  form  of  new 
recommendations  for  legislation  for  the 
section  of  “The  Discipline”  entitled  “The 
Social  Community.”  Although  homo¬ 


sexuality  is  not  presently  mentioned  in 
that  section,  a  new  paragraph  was 
proposed  which  would  read,  in  part: 
“Homosexuals  are  children  of  God  on  an 
equal  basis  with  heterosexuals  and  are 
not  to  be  discriminated  against  in  any 
wav.” 

After  more  discussion,  and  even  less 
agreement  than  on  the  earlier  issue,  the 
proposal  was  passed  28  to  21  with  two 
persons  abstaining.  Once  again  “the 
issue”  appeared  to  be  closed. 

With  the  meeting  less  than  30  minutes 
away  from  adjournment,  however,  and 
with  many  board  members  already 
having  left  the  session,  another  motion 


was  presented  for  reconsideration  —  this 
time  on  the  most  recently  passed 
recommendation.  And  ironically,  the 
motion  was  presented  by  the  Rev.  John 
Moore,  board  member  from  Berkeley, 
California,  who  had  earlier  spoken  and 
voted  in  favor  of  the  legislation. 

Mr.  IVI bore  said  he  had  thought  over  the 
situation  since  the  earlier  vote  and  had 
decided  that  the  recommendation 
“would  be  interpreted  as  opening  the 
door  to  the  ordination  of  homosexuals." 

The  action  was  reconsidered  by  the 
depleted  body  and  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
16-8  with  one  person  abstaining. 


Social  concerns  agency 
nominates  Dr.  Outen 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  -  Dr.  George  H. 
Outen,  a  top  executive  in  the  United 
Methodist  national  agency  chiefly 
responsible  for  nurturing  and  supporting 
“discipleship”  within  the  church,  has 
been  unanimously  nominated  to  head  the 
denomination’s  national  agency  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  “social  action”  of  the 
church  outside  its  own  walls. 


Father  of  slain  student 
thanks  UMC  for  assistance 


But  if  any  group  is  responsible  for 
polarizing  the  religious  community,  it  is 
the  pro-abortionists,  as  Dr.  Outler  views 
recent  history. 

“A  number  of  Protestant  bodies,  led  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church  at  its 
special  General  Conference  session  in 
1970,  went  on  record  as  approving 
abortion  on  demand  with  no  attempt  at 
engaging  in  serious  ecumenical 
discussion  beforehand  and  no  apparent 
awareness,  even  now,  of  the  offense  this 
action  caused  among  Christians  who 
cannot  support  abortion  on  demand,”  he 
said. 

Dr.  Outler  said  the  United  Methodist 
position  on  abortion  as  adopted  in  the 

1972  “Social  Principles”  is  weak  because 
it  only  calls  for  the  woman  in  question  to 
take '  some  kind  of  counsel  into  con¬ 
sideration  and  does  not  give  sufficient 
thought  to  the  central  moral  issues.  “The 
question  of  when  life  begins  cannot  be 
ignored,  but  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
decisions  have  “derailed  the  discussion” 
by  defining  abortion  up  to  three  months 
as  not  involving  any  moral  decision.” 

For  Dr.  Outler,  the  beginning  of  life  is 
marked  by  the  secure  nesting  of  the 
impregnated  ovum  in  the  wall  of  the 
uterus.  “Termination  from  then  on  is  the 
termination  of  human  life  and  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  human  life  is  a  moral 
question.  The  taking  of  life  is  not  an 
absolute  evil  but  a  relatively  high  one,” 
he  said.  “None  of  us  has  the  right  to  do  it 
unless  it  is  clearly  the  lesser  of  two  evils. 

“The  discussion  ought  to  be  about  the 
circumstances  where  a  therapeutic 
abortion  might  be  clearly  the  lesser  of 
two  evils,”  he  said,  “but  the  discussion 
has  lost  its  coolness  and  clarity." 

Dr.  Ramsey  states  position 

Dr.  Paul  Ramsey,  a  United  Methodist 
theologian  at  Princeton  University,  is 
also  a  member  of  the  American  Citizens 
advisory  board.  He  considers  the  UMC 
“Social  Principles”  statement  as 
“essentially  an  adequate  framework  for 
the  discussion  of  the  moral  issues  related 
to  abortion,”  but  said  the  statement  is 
being  ignored. 

“Bishop  James  Armstrong  ‘aban¬ 
doned’  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
position  as  stated  in  the  Social  Principles 
in  his  testimony  before  the  Bayh  Senate 
committee,”  Dr.  Ramsey  told 
TM/  UMR.  Allegedly  Bishop  Armstrong 
told  the  committee  that  the  question 
about  when  life  begins  need  not  be  raised 
(in  considering  the  Constitutional 
Amendment.) 

“For  a  Christian  bishop  to  say  that  the 
question  of  when  life  begins  need  not 
even  be  raised  in  considering  the  whole 
question  of  abortion  indicates  sloppy 
intellectual  work,”  Dr.  Ramsey  said. 

Dr.  Ramsey  said  he  “regretted”  the 

1973  Supreme  Court  decisions,  describing 
them  as  a  “fundamental  assault  on 
medical  ethics."  He  said  he  was  not 
opposed  to  abortion  in  all  instances,  but 
that  in  every  case  the  conflict  of  life  with 
life  raises  moral  considerations. 

Further,  he  said  the  church  is  ignoring 
the  whole  problem  of  conscience  in  the 
medical  profession.  He  said  hospitals 
required  by  law  to  perform  abortion  on 
demand  will  have  to  discriminate  in  their 
hiring  practices  against  doctors  and 
nurses  who  conscientiously  object  to 
abortion. 

New  Social  Principles  wording 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  ap¬ 
proved  the  following  revision  of  the 
•  Social  Principles”  last  October  and  will 
recommend  it  to  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference.  “We  affirm  support  of  the  legal 
option  of  abortion  under  proper  medical 
procedures.  Nevertheless,  governmental 
laws  and  regulations  do  not  necessarily 
provide  the  guidance  required  by  the 
informed  Christian  conscience." 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  —  "While  some 
persons  in  my  own  faith  gave  no  aid,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  reached  out  to 
me  in  brotherhood.  We  have  been  to  ‘the 
mountain’  together.  God  bless  you  for 
going  with  me.” 

Choking  back  tears,  the  father  of  one  of 
four  students  killed  by  Ohio  National 
Guardsmen  during  an  anti-war 
demonstration  nearly  six  years  ago  at 
Kent  State  University  used  those  words 
here  Feb.  20  to  thank  members  of  the 
UMC’s  chief  social  concerns  board  for 
support  given  his  cause  over  the  past  two 
years. 

Arthur  Krause,  father  of  slain  student 
Allison  Krause,  told  members  of  the 
denomination's  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  “I  am  a  Jew  by  faith,  but 
because  of  you  I  know  something  first 
hand  about  Christian  love.  I  can’t  tell  you 
what  it  means  to  be  associated  with  a 
group  which  not  only  preaches  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  but  acts  it  out  in  the 
world." 

•  Through  a  special  fund  established  m 
1973,  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
raised  more  than  $235,000  to  help  pay 
legal  expenses  connected  with  civil  suits 
filed  against  several  officials  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  by  families  of  the  Kent  State 
victims.  (The  fund  was  administered  and 


controlled  by  the  board,  but  used  no 
church  funds  —  depending  entirely  on 
designated  donations.) 

“There  was  a  time  when  I  had  quit 
believing  in  God.”  Mr.  Krause  said. 
"Every  avenue  for  justice  seemed  to 
have  closed  and  I  felt  alone  and  helpless. 
But  when  1  was  ready  to  say  God  makes 
no  difference’,  a  voice  on  the  other  end  of 
the  telephone  was  saying  ‘I’m  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  we  want  to 
know  how  we  can  help  you.’  ” 

He  said  that  although  the  $46  million 
legal  suit  in  which  families  of  the  victims 
sought  damages  for  “violations  of  their 
civil  rights”  was  not  won  in  a  legal  sense, 
it  accomplished  what  was  intended  —  “It 
put  the  truth  before  the  American 
people.” 

Mr  Krause  spoke  highly  of  the 
American  legal  "system”  and  said  he 
believes  the  system  is  sound  because  it 
"allows  the  truth  to  come  out." 

"Some  people  say  the  system  is  sick 
and  injustice  can  only  be  fought  with  a 
gun,  but  I  don’t  believe  it,”  he  said  “I 
don't  believe  m  gtinsv  1  had  enough  of 
them  in  the  Second  World  War.  There  are 
better  ways.”  (A  combat  veteran  of  that 
war,  Mr  Krause  is  the  holder  of  both  the 
Silver  Star  and  Bronze  Star  for  heroism 
and  was  wounded  in  combat  four  dif¬ 
ferent  times.) 


‘ Deprogrammer '  leads  demonstration 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  "Deprogrammer”  Ted  Patrick  and  others  demonstrate  in 
front  of  the  White  House  to  urge  a  federal  investigation  of  several  controversial  cults 
which,  they  allege,  use  "mind  control  techniques”  on  members.  The  protest  was 
coordinated  by  a  200-member  group  called  the  Individual  Freedom  Foundation, 
based  in  Ardmore,  Pa.,  which  cites  such  cults  as  the  Church  of  Scientology.  Children 
of  God,  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon's  Unification  Church,  Hare  Krishna  and  the 
Divine  Light  Mission  as  being  among  those  they  want  investigated. 


Although  Dr.  Outen  must  still  be 
“elected"  by  the  UMC’s  General  Council 
on  ministries  (GCOM)  when  that  body 
meets  early  next  month,  the  GCOM  is 
expected  to  simply  “make  official”  the 
selection  made  by  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  here  Feb.  21.  Dr.  Outen  will 
be  the  second  racial  ethnic  minority 
person  elected  to  head  a  national 
program  board  of  the  UMC  I  he  is  Black) 

Dr.  Outen,  the  candidate  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society’s  personnel 
"search  committee,”  defeated  the  only 
other  candidate  for  the  high  post  by  a 
margin  of  55  to  7.  The  other  candidate, 
the  Rev  Michael  G.  Rivas,  whose  name 
was  submitted  from  the  floor  of  the 
meeting,  is  an  assistant  professor  of 
social  ethics  at  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Garcia,  Dallas,  who 
placed  Mr.  Rivas’s  name  ip  nomination, 
said  he  did  so  out  of  a  belief  that  "it  is 
time  for  an  Hispanic  to  head  a  major 
program  board.”  After  the  vote,  Mr 
Garcia  moved  that  unanimous  support  be 
given  to  Dr.  Outen  as  the  nominee.  The 
motion  passed  unanimously. 

If  elected  by  the  GCOM,  Dr.  Outen  will 
become  General  Secretary  of  the  board 
in  July.  Retiring  general  secretary  Dr 
Dudley  Ward  will  stay  on  in  an  advisory 
capacity  through  December. 

In  other  actions  during  its  meeting 
here  Feb.  20-21  the  board. 

•  Unanimously  called  upon  United 
Methodists  to  support  government 
legislation,  private  and  public  groups 
seeking  to  assure  adequate  income, 
housing,  health  care,  and  social  services 
for  the  elderly. 

•  Unanimously  proposed  a  resolution 

for  consideration  of  the  1976  General 
Conference  fhat,  "Gambling  as  a  means 
of  seeking  material  gain  only  by  chance- 
and  at  the  neighbor’s  expense  is  a- 
menace  to  personal  character  and  social- 
morality.”  The  resolution  speaks  against- 
state  lotteries  and  all  forms  of  “com-, 
mercial  and  organized"  gambling  ac¬ 
tivities.  , 

•  Unanimously  (with  one  abstention) 

supported  a  need  for  "national  health., 
care"  on  an  equitable  basis  throughout, 
society.  , 

•  Unanimously  (with  one  abstention) , 
opposed  capital  punishment  and  urged 
its  prohibition,  saying  the  death  penalty  , 
is  "tantamount  to  premediated  judicial 
killing.” 

•  Voted  35-20  to  recommend  that 
General  Conference  restructure  the 
board  to  change  its  present  "Division”  of 
Emerging  Social  Issues  to  the  "Office"  of  i 
Emerging  Social  Issues.  Under  the  new 
structure  the  office  would  be  a  support 
unit  for  the  other  board  divisions  rather 
than  a  separate  division  itself. 

UM  Gay  Caucus 
plans  no  bid 
for  ordination 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Gay  Caucus  does  not  plan  to 
submit  legislation  to  the  1976  General 
Conference  supporting  ordination  of 
homosexuals,  according  to  a  release 
issued  February  10. 

Keith  E.  Spare  of  Kansas  City, 
associate  caucus  liaison,  announced  in 
the  release  that  the  Gay  Caucus  will 
“provide  a  visible  presence”  at  the 
Portland  meeting  and  will  support  the 
establishment  of  $  study  commission  on 
human  sexuality  for  the  1976-80 
quadrennium. 


Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 

Great  Passion  Play 

and  Country  Music  Jamboree 

\Jouth  f-^acLatje  —Ramify  PacLaye  —Senior  Citizen  pacluuje 

Our  1976  package  plans  are  now  available ! 

Last  season  over  4,000  people  enjoyed  Eureka  Springs  and  the 
Great  Passion  Play  on  one  of  our  all-inclusive  package  plans. 

For  information,  write:  Mount  Air  Lodge,  "Inn  of  the  Ozarks" 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632 
Phone  (501)-253-9768 


P.O.  Box  431-M 


Particularly 
Planned  For 


WESTERN 

PARKS 


li.is  lovely  air  tour  concentrates  on  the  small  area  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  —  a  truly  in-depth  visit  to  the  British 
Isles.  Sights  include  Edinburgh,  Loch  Ness,  Loch  Lomond, 
Windsor  Palace,  Plymouth,  the  monoliths  of  Stonehenge,  and, 
of  course,  glorious  London. 


A  delightful  rail-and-bus  tour  through  the  spectacular  scenery 
of  Utah,  Arizona,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico  —  Zion,  Bryce, 
Grand  Canyon,  Mesa  Verde  plus  the  Indian  Country  of  Taos 
and  quaint  Sante  Fe.  Even  a  ride  on  a  narrow-gauge  railroad 
and  you  will  marvel  at  the  Mormon  T^iernacle  Choir. 


Jaly  17  -  August  1 


The  summer  is  a  great  time  to  visit  the  Islands  of  Paradise. 
This  2-weelc  air  tour  lets  you  see  beautiful  Hawaii  at  a  leisurely 
pace.  We  see  the  four  major  islands  of  Oahu,  Hawaii,  Kauai, 
and  Maui.  White  sand  beaches  and  fragrant  hibiscus  invite  you 
to  romantic  Hawaii. 


Join  this  exciting  3-week  all-surface  tour  of  our  49th  State, 
train  to  the  American  and  Canadian  Rockies,  a  spectacular 
8-day  cruise  along  the  Alaskan  coast  to  view  magnificent 
glaciers,  Indian  villages,  the  Trail  of  '98,  Juneau,  Vancouver 
and  Seattle. 


around  and 


Octobur  4  -  October  24 


August  10  -  August  25 


This  3-week  cruise  tour  departing  from  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 
takes  you  on  the  elegant  ROYAL  VIKING  SEA  (Norwegian 
registry).  With  the  amenities  of  a  great  hotel,  you  will  cruise 
to  ports  in  colorful  Mexico,  South  America,  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean  PLUS  an  unforgettable  transit  of  the  Panama  Canal  return¬ 
ing  to  Los  Angeles,  California.  Rail  or  air  within  IJ.S. 


Really  see  "inside"  of  Alaska!  You  will  visit  Anchorage,  Mt. 
McKinley,  Fairbanks,  Nome  and  transit  the  Arctic  Circle  to 
Kotzebue.  A  four-day  "Inside  Passage"  Cruise  includes  Skagway 
and  Juneau;  returning  to  the  East  and  Midwest  by  regularly 
scheduled  air  flights  via  Seattle. 


UNITED  METHODIST  TOUR  DIVISION  — 
Wayfarer  Group  Travel,  Inc. 

2200  Victory  Parkway,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


Free  Folders 
SEND  TO: 


Plus,  send  the  following  folders: 

□  Western  Perke  (Me,  27-June  14) 

□  Alasko  (July  10-July  30) 

□  “Inside  Alaska"  (Aug.  10-Aug.  25) 

□  British  Isles  (June  14-July  3) 

□  Hawaii  (July  17 August  1) 

□  Around-Across-Amerlca  (OcL  4-26) 


Address. 


1  ip  Code. 
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TOURS 


METHODISTS 


FINEST  QUALITY 

Beautiful  de*ign  and  tailoring  Wide  choice 
of  colors  and  fabrics,  including  permanent 
press  Satisfaction  guaranteed  Write  for 
catalog  and  fabric  samples 

LYRIC  CHOIR  GOWN  CO. 
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Mission  debates  mirror  diversity 

First-of-kind  missionary  meeting  ends  with  unity  in  worship 
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LfcBANON,  Mo.  —  A  farmer  near  here  counsels  with  a  teenager  in  the 
community's  "Project  Misdemeanant."  a  volunteer  juvenile  probation  program 
started  bv  a  I'nited  Methodist  minister  and  carried  on  bv  a  core  of  townspeople. 

Juvenile  crime  rate 
tackled  by  volunteers 


By  KIT  LAMBETH 
Special  To  TM/  UMR 

LEBANON,  Mo.  —  A  telephone  call 
about  two  pre-teen  boys  held  in  jail  on 
suspicion  of  theft  started  a  unique 
program  in  this  town  almost  three  years 
ago. 

The  Rev.  Gene  Rooney,  pastor  at  that 
time  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
here,  took  the  call  and  subsequently  set 
in  motion  a  volunteer  juvenile  probation 
program. 

‘Tve  always  had  a  tremendous  faith  in 
our  youth  and  in  Christian  people  who  are 
willing  to  help  them,'’  he  said. 

Because  of  his  knowledge  of  juvenile 
probation  work,  he  was  instrumental  in 
starting  Lebanon’s  “Project  Misde¬ 
meanant,  which  has  helped  hundreds  of 
troubled  youth  in  the  community.  He 
dubbed  it  an  “outgrowth  of  Christian 
concern,”  an  “organization  of  people 
matching  their  Christian  beliefs  with  the 
strengths  of  the  law.” 

Basically,  Lebanon’s  program  was 
drawn  from  the  Royal  Oaks  Probation 
Program,  conceived  by  Judge  Keith  J. 
Leenhouts,  Royal  Oaks,  Mich.  One  fact 
stands  out  as  a  departure  from  the 
original,  however;  Lebanon’s  juvenile 
program  is  probably  the  only  one  in  this 
state  which  was  organized,  staffed  and 
funded  locally  at  inception.  The  unusual 
project  grew  from  a  community  that 
wanted  to  do  something  about  its  juvenile 
crime  rate  and  tackled  it  on  their  own. 

At  first,  many  of  the  town’s  10,000 
citizens  weren’t  aware  that  their  county 
led  five  surrounding  ones  in  juvenile 
crime.  Nor  did  they  realize  that  some  of 
their  youth  had  no  desirable  alternatives 


for  rehabilitation  and  legal  guidance. 

Then  Mr.  Rooney  and  a  core  of  hard¬ 
working  Christians  confronted  the  town 
with  the  facts  of  juvenile  crime  and  its 
prevention. 

The  community  responded  com¬ 
passionately.  Men  and  women  volun¬ 
teered  to  staff  the  project.  The  entire 
community  provided  funds  to  secure 
professional  training  for  the  volunteers. 
In  less  than  two  years,  Lebanon  had  70 
trained,  official  Juvenile  Probation 
Officers,  a  steering  committee  to  guide 
project  work,  a  part-time  director  and  a 
staff  psychologist. 

“People  of  several  denominational 
persuasions  work  as  volunteers,”  said 
Mr.  Rooney.  “And  while  we  do  not  desire 
to  push  our  religious  beliefs  onto  our 
wards,  we  can  allow  our  Christian 
commitment  to  guide  our  work.  I  try  to 
project  the  idea  that  if  we  really  are 
Christians,  we’re  going  to  find  ways  to 
interpret  this  fact  in  today’s  society. 
Christ  did.  He  was  profoundly  touched  by 
human  misery  and  addressed  Himself 
directly  to  it.’’ 

Perhaps  the  best  measure  of  success  is 
the  wards  themselves;  80  percent  of 
juveniles  referred  to  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  and  assigned  to  volunteers  have 
been  visibly  helped.  This  claim  is  based 
on  improved  academic,  moral  and  social 
conduct. 

All  this  can  be  traced  back  to  a  single 
phone  call,  a  couple  of  kids  in  jail,  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel  who  had  “a 
tremendous  faith  in  today’s  youth,”  and 
a  responsive  community. 

Mrs.  Lambeth  is  a  free  lance  writer 
living  in  Lebanon. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  More  than  100 
United  Methodist  "national  mission¬ 
aries’  ’’  from  throughout  the  United 
States  and  its  possessions  came  together 
here  Feb.  16-19  in  a  first-of-its-kind 
conference  designed  to  allow  “persons  in 
mission’’  to  share  and  debate  the 
church’s  “mandate  for  mission.” 

After  three  and  a  half  days  of  an¬ 
swering  questions  with  questions,  only 
one  fact  remained  obvious:  United 
Methodist  national  missionaries  are  a 
diverse  group  —  theologically,  politically 
and  missionally. 

In  spite  of  those  differences,  however, 
the  qntire  gathering  came  together  on  the 
final  day  of  the  meetings  in  a  worship 
service  which  many  categorized  as  a 
“mounta intop  experience”  in  Christian 
faith. 

Randle  B.  Dew,  an  executive  secretary 
in  the  National  Division  and  one  of  the 
main  planners  of  the  conference,  called 
the  final  worship  service  “the  best  single 
expression  of  the  love  and  commitment 
present  in  both  the  evangelical  and  social 
action  camps  of  the  church  that  I  have 
ever  seen.” 

After  small  group  meetings  that  had 
been  marked  more  by  “differences”  than 
“oneness,”  the  final  day  found  “diverse 


people  bound  together  by  Christian  love 
in  a  way  that  is  unique,’’  Dr.  Dew  said. 

Although  persons  in  mission  through 
the  World  Division  (overseas  missions) 
of  the  denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  have  a  long  history  of  such 
"missionary  conferences,"  the  National 
Division  missionary  conference  was  the 
first  ever  for  persons  as  missionaries 
within  the  United  States  "and  its 
possessions. 

Part  of  the  reason  for  the  apparent 
diversity  among  the  missionaries  is  the 
fact  that  they  represent  not  one  avenue  of 
national  church  mission,  but  six  different 
programs  and  emphases  under  one 
mission  umbrella.  Participants  included 
deaconesses,  home  missionaries, 
community  developers,  church  and 
community  workers,  “US-2s”  and 
mission  agency  staff  persons  (see 
missionary  category  listing  elsewhere  on 
this  page). 

Dr.  Negail  R.  Riley,  assistant  general 
secretary  in  the  National  Division  and 
another  of  the  main  planners  of  the 
conference,  told  participants  “We  have 
brought  all  of  you  together  for  the  first 
time  so  you  can  tell  us  how  you  see 
mission.”  He  asked  participants  to 
discuss  the  “who,  what,  when,  where, 
why  and  how”  of  mission  within  the 
following  perspectives:  (1)  social  needs, 
(2)  ideological  and  liberation  struggles, 


(3)  global  dimensions,  and  (4)  the  crisis 
nature  of  the  missionary  question. 

After  spending  the  first  eight  hours  in 
discussion  and  debate  in  small  groups, 
the  entire  gathering  reconvened  to  share 
the  results.  There  was  little  agreement 
on  “answers”  to  the  original  questions, 
but  some  additional  “questions"  sur¬ 
faced  in  common  among  the  groups. 
They  included: 

•  Should  the  church  exclude  non- 
Christians  from  Christian  mission  ef¬ 
forts?  (see  related  storv  below) 

•  How  “colonialistic”  and  “imperial¬ 
istic”  have  historic  mission  efforts  been? 
If  efforts  have  been  so  marred,  how  does 
a  missionary  today  fit  into  that  picture? 

•  Must  all  mission  efforts  have  an 
evangelistic  element?  Must  all  mission 
efforts  have  a  social  action  element? 


Later  in  the  session,  participants 
divided  into  groups  according  to  their 
special  avenues  of  mission  and  discussed 
the  questions  raised  as  they  apply  to  their 
specific  service. 

Mr.  Dew  said  he  felt  the  conference 
accomplished  what  it  set  out  to  do:  to 
allow  missionaries  to  exchange  ideas  and 
to  stimulate  discussion  and  thinking  on 
issues  of  mission  for  today. 

As  a  keynote  speaker  for  the  con¬ 
ference,  he  warned  participants  never  to 
see  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  the 
primary  sender  of  persons  into  mission. 
God  is  the  primary  sender.” 
sender.” 

“Being  in  mission  means  com¬ 
mitment,”  he  said.  “A  nominal  Christian 
will  be  nominally  in  mission.  A  radical 
Christian  will  be  radically  in  mission.” 


Can  mission  service 
include  non-believers? 


Variety  of  ‘national 
missionaries’  listed 


£  TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

What  is  a  “national  missionary” 
serving  through  the  United  Methodist 
Church?  There  is  no  single,  concise 
X  answer  to  that  question,  as  par- 
X  ticipants  recently  pointed  out  during  a 
v  missionary  conference  in  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
X  major  “avenues”  of  mission  which 
S  are  now  a  part  of  our  dehomination’s 
X  mission  outreach  within  the  United 
£  States  and  its  possessions: 

X  Deaconess  —  Women  who  have 
£  been  licensed  and  consecrated  by  the 
church  to  carry  on  national  mission 
£  activities  or  to  serve  any  way  other 
$  than  as  a  fully  ordained  minister.  A 
j:  life  commitment  is  presumed. 

:•  Home  Missionaries  —  Basically  the 
j:  same  sort  of  work  and  commitment  as 
:•  a  deaconess,  but  both  men  and  women 
•j  may  serve.  This  program  came  to  the 
£  United  Methodist  Church  from  the 
>  former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
:•  Church. 

Church  and  Community  Workers  — 
Formerly  called  “rural  workers,” 
;•  persons  serving  in  this  program  are 
related  directly  to  an  annual  con- 
£  ference,  with  salaries  paid  jointly  by 


the  annual  conference  and  the  * 
National  Division.  They  work  in  a 
broad  range  of  church  and  community 
projects. 

Community  Developers  —  Once  an  X 
all-Black  program  of  empowerment  £ 
and  skill  development  in  mainly  Black  £ 
urban  areas,  the  program  has  in-  :• 
eluded  other  ethnic  minority  persons 
as  well  as  some  whites  since  1970.  The 
main  thrust  of  the  program  is  social  v 
action  work  in  city  settings.  Program  X 
specifics  are  determined  to  a  great  v 
extent  by  local  churches  and  funding  £ 
comes  from  both  the  local  churches  :• 
and  the  National  Division. 

US-2s  —  A  two-year  mission  com-  :• 
mitment  mainly  for  young  college  j: 
graduates.  Participants  are  paid  $150  j: 
per  month  plus  room  and  board  and  j 
work  as  “catalysts  of  change”  at  the  £ 
local  community  level. 

Voluntary  Service  Workers  —  >• 
Persons  working  in  community  and  X 
church  projects  outside  the  * 
denomination.  Projects  to  which  £ 
United  Methodists  are  involved  are  * 
selected  on  the  basis  of  potential  aid  to  £ 
persons  in  need.  The  UMC  pays  a  x 
stipend  toward  salaries.  £ 


Third  TM/UMR  seminar 

Conference  editors  coordinate  coverage,  share  views 


DALLAS  —  Ten  new  editors  of  annual 
conference  editions  of  the  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter 
were  among  the  editors  and  assistants 
attending  the  third  annual  Editors’ 
Seminar  here  Feb.  26-28. 

During  the  seminar  sponsored  by 
TM/  UMR.  the  editors  made  plans  to 
coordinate  news  coverage  for  the  ap¬ 
proaching  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences,  shared  views  on  page 
layout  and  style,  and  learned  about  the 
multiple  capabilities  of  TM/  UMR 
printing  and  production  facilities.  They 
also  discussed  numerous  issues  relating 
to  circulation,  support  systems  within  the 
annual  conferences,  and  editorial  philos¬ 
ophy  for  conference  newspapers. 

In  an  opening  presentation,  Minnesota 
Conference  editor  Beverly  Boche  spoke 
to  the  group  on  the  role  of  the  conference 
paper  in  building  community  among 
United  Methodists  in  Minnesota  and 
nation-wide,  by  communicating  the  news 
of  the  church.  She  also  spoke  on  the 
authority  and  responsibility  an  editor 
carries,  based  primarily  on  the  paper's 
credibility  for  accuracy,  fairness  and 
balance. 

New  editors  and  their  conference 
editions  since  the  seminar  last  year  were 
Cuthbert  Rowe.  Central  New  York:  J. 
Richard  Peck,  Eastern  Pennsylvania; 
Sheila  Lovell.  Kentucky,  Louisville  and 


Red  Bird  Missionary;  and  Linda  unable  to  attend. 

McMillion,  Western  New  York.  Neil  Other  editors  attending  for  the  first 
Gilbride  of  Northern  New  York  was  time  were  Linda  Crank,  Baltimore; 


Martha  Etter  and  Bruce  Galloway, 
Southwest  Texas;  B.  C.  Goodwin,  New 
Mexico;  John  Rosenberg,  North  Texas; 
Bill  Steel,  Southern  California -Arizona; 
and  Barbara  Wilcox,  Florida. 

Thirty-one  conferences  now  use  one 
page  or  more  of  TM/  UMR  as  their 
weekly  news  medium.  Persons 
responsible  for  editing  in  28  of  those 
conferences  attended  the  seminar. 

At  the  seminar’s  conclusion,  one  of  the 
newest  editors,  Mr.  Peck  from 
Philadelphia,  said  he  was  impressed  with 
the  TM/UMR  staff  and  conference 
editors  for  their  spirit  of  community, 
their  devotion  to  the  church  and  their 
striving  for  high  “standards.” 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Does  a  United 
Methodist  “national  missionary”  serving 
through  the  church  as  a  “community 
developer”  have  to  profess  a  belief  in 
God? 

According  to  information  which  sur¬ 
faced  here  Feb.  16-19  during  a  conference 
of  “national  missionaries,”  there  is  no 
specific  church  policy  to  prohibit  such  a 
non-believer  from  being  “in  mission”  as 
a  community  developer.  In  fact,  one 
community  developer  who  took  part  in 
the  conference  here  professed,  “I  am  not 
a  Christian.  I  don’t  believe  in  God  in  any 
Christian  sense,  but  I  consider  myself  to 
be  in  mission.” 

Although  the  top  executive  of  the 
national  UMC  mission  agency  through 
which  she  serves  says  “it  is  not 
acceptable”  for  a  non-believer  to  be 
engaged  as  a  “missionary,”  neither  he 
nor  persons  directly  responsible  for  the 
community  developer  program  could 
identify  any  formal  requirement  of 
Christian  commitment. 

The  issue  came  to  light  during  a 
meeting  of  a  discussion  group  of  national 
missionaries  who  were  assigned  to  deal 
with  questions  such  as  “What  does  it 
mean  to  be  in  mission?”  and  “Who  is  in 
mission?”  The  community  developer, 
who  works  through  a  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Midwest,  volunteered  to 
the  group:  “I  cannot  accept  personally 
any  definition  of  ‘mission’  which  includes 
a  commitment  to  God  or  a  belief  in  Jesus 
Christ.”  She  said  she  works  as  a  com¬ 
munity  developer  in  a  “social  context” 
and  has  “no  problems  with  working  for 
the  church.”  She  said  she  has  never  been 
told  that  a  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  is  a 
requirement  of  being  a  community 
developer  through  the  church. 

The  Rev.  John  Coleman,  director  of  the 
community  development  program  for 
the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  said  he  was  not  aware 
that  the  specific  community  developer  is 
a  non-believer,  but  said  he  knows  of  no 
requirement  in  the  program  that  partici¬ 
pants  profess  a  belief  in  Christ. 

He  said  that  local  churches  have  a 
great  degree  of  freedom  in  hiring 
community  developers,  but  that  they  do 
have  to  “consult”  with  the  National 
Division  in  the  process. 

“We  (the  National  Division)  require 
applicants  to  write  a  statement  of  their 
perceptions  of  the  church,”  Mr.  Coleman 
said,  “but  we  don’t  require  a  theological 
statement  from  them.”  (As  far  as 
TM/  UMR  can  determine,  all  other 
missionary  programs  related  to  the  UMC 
do  quiz  applicants  about  their  Christian 
commitment  and  require  such  a  com¬ 
mitment  as  a  criterion  of  service.) 


DALLAS  —  Editors  sharpened  their  knowledge  and  skills  at  a  seminar  sponsored 
by  TM/  UMR  for  persons  who  edit  annual  conference  newspapers.  Examining  one 
edition  are  Sheila  Lovell,  Kentucky  Area:  Jean  Yeager.  TM/  UMR  conference 
editor;  Beverly  Boche.  Minnesota  [seated];  and  Patricia  Bathurst.  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


Musical  brings  John  Wesley  to  London  stage 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  A  Christian  drama 
company  is  accepting  a  challenge  of  John 
Wesley  by  bringing  the  founder  of 
Methodism  to  the  London  stage  this  year. 

“Ride!  Ride!",  a  musical  about  an 
incident  in  the  life  of  the  famed  church¬ 
man,  will  tour  several  British  cities  in 


Psychotherapy  and 
Pastoral  Counselling 

A  workshop 
in  dynamic  theology 

April  2-3,  1976 

Cost  5:t0.  plus  accommodations 
Holiday  Inn,  1-40  at  Meridian 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Write:  Pastoral  Counseling 

Center.  3034  N.W.  17th  St.. 
Oklahoma  City.  Okla  73107. 

Registration  deadline:  March  29 


March  and  go  into  production  in  London's 
West  End  in  April. 

Wesley  probably  would  have  approved 
A  program  prepared  for  the  show  quotes 
him  as  having  said.  “O  how  do  these 
heathens  shame  us!  Their  very  comedies 
contain  both  excellent  sense,  the  liveliest 
pictures  of  men  and  manners  and  so  fine 
strokes  of  genuine  morality  as  are 
seldom  found  in  the  writings  of 
Christians  " 

The  1974  conference  of  the  British 


Methodist  Church  gave  its  official 
backing  to  the  production.  Written  by 
Alan  Thornhill,  an  Anglican  clergyman 
who  has  created  several  other  musicals, 
"Ride!  Ride!"  is  being  performed  by 
Aldersgate  Productions. 

It  tells  the  story  of  how  Wesley  rescued 
a  young  Lancashire  woman  from 
Bedlam,  the  notorious  lunatic  asylum, 
where  she  had  been  consigned  because  of 
her  religious  “enthusiasm."  The  famed 
circuit-riding  preacher  took  the  woman 
back  to  her  home  on  horseback. 

Ronald  Mann,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  Aldersgate  Productions,  has  ex¬ 
pressed  optimism  about  the  success  of 
"Ride!  Ride!  "  He  pointed  out  that  "when 
John  Wesley  began  his  work,  the  world 
was  also  at  a  lime  of  great  change  and 
great  unrest.  His  response  was  to  bring 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  a 
transforming  experience  of  Christ." 

In  order  to  do  this,  Mr.  Mann  com¬ 
mented.  Wesley  "had  to  break  with 
conventional  ways  and  to  go  out  into  the 
fields  and  the  pubiic  squares  to  preach. 
Today  we  believe  that  we  must  look 
constantly  for  new  ways,  not  for  the  sake 
of  being  unconventional,  but  in  order  to 
be  effective." 


Mr.  Coleman  said  that  the  community 
development  program  is  unique  in  the 
church  and  that  because  of  “what  it  is” 
its  requirements  are  different  than 
requirements  for  other  forms  of  mission 
service.  He  said  the  program  is 
primarily  one  of  ethnic  minority  persons 
working  in  ethnic  minority  urban 
communities.  He  said  it  is  an  “em¬ 
powerment”  program  using  local  per¬ 
sons  for  what  they  can  contribute  and 
does  not  emphasize  such  matters  as 
“formal  education.” 

In  defense  of  the  program’s  “spiritual 
side,”  Mr.  Coleman  said  that  although 
there  are  no  religious  requirements,  a 
number  of  persons  who  have  been  in  the 
program  have  grown  to  a  Christian 
commitment  through  it  and  some  half- 
dozen  or  more  have  gone  from  it  into  the 
ministry  or  some  other  Christian 
vocation. 

He  said  he  believes  in  “knowing  per¬ 
sons  by  their  fruits.  Our  pronouncements 
as  a  church  have  far  outstripped  our 
performance.  Sometime  we  must  realize 
that  what  we  do  speaks  louder  than  what 
we  say.” 

Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive 
of  the  National  Division,  told  TM/UMR 
that  regardless  of  the  lack  of  specific 
policies  or  procedures  to  exclude  non- 
Christians  from  service,  the  “overall 
philosophy”  of  the  division  is  in  “com¬ 
plete  opposition”  to  a  non-believer  being 
allowed  to  serve  as  a  missionary. 

“I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  incident 
you  refer  to,"  he  said,  “but  I  would 
assume  that  if  a  non-Christian  serving  as 
a  community  developer  it  is  through  a 
hole  in  the  system,  not  through  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  this  division.” 

Asked  if  he  would  recommend  that 
National  Division  funds  be  cut  off  to  any 
person  who  professed  atheism,  he  said, 
“I  would  want  to  dialogue  with  the  local 
church  persons  to  see  what  their 
motivation  is,  and  would  work  from 
there.  He  said  he  plans  immediately  to 
begin  dialogue  with  the  church  in  this 
specific  case  to  see  “first  hand  what  the 
facts  are  in  the  matter.” 

The  community  developer  program 
was  launched  in  1968  through  the  special 
“Fund  for  Reconciliation.”  Originally 
used  only  in  Black  urban  settings,  the 
program  added  a  second  division  in  1970 
to  include  other  racial  and  ethnic  groups. 

The  program  is  funded  at  both  the  local 
and  national  levels  of  the  church.  A 
maximum  of  $5,000  per  year  is  paid  by 
the  National  Division  toward  support  of 
individual  community  developers  and  a 
number  of  community  developer 
projects  receive  funds  through  “Advance 
Special”  second-mile  giving. 
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mmerly  named 
to  “Good  News” 


Board 


Dr.  J.  Robert  Kemmerly  has  been 
elected  to  the  national  Board  of  Directors 
of  Good  News,  the  organized  movement 
for  evangelicals  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Kemmerly,  who  has  practiced 
obstetrics  and  gynecology  for  ten  years, 
is  a  Clinical  Assistant  Professor  at  the 
L.S.U.  School  of  Medicine  in  Shreveport 
and  is  currently  president  of  the  medical 
staff  of  the  Minden  Medical  Center. 

In  his  church  he  is  the  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  and  a  certified  lay  speaker. 

He  is  Chairperson  for  Health  and 
Welfare  on  the  Ruston  District  Council  on 
Ministries,  is  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
a  delegate  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lay 
Advisory  Council  to  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Dr.  Kemmerly  has  also  been 
elected  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  to  serve  as  a  lay  delegate  to  the 
1976  General  Conference  in  Portland, 
Oregon. 


Life’s  Blood 


Mrs.  Mary  Gee,  president  of  the  Port  Barre  Church's  women's  group,  is  shown 
presenting  a  check  to  the  Pastor,  John  Wesley  Guyre,  for  the  church  building  fund. 
The  women's  group  raised  $500  at  its  annual  fruit  cake  sale,  and  the  proceeds  are 
being  given  to  the  building  fund  to  help  pay  for  the  church's  new  building.  The  pastor 
expressed  appreciation  on  behalf  of  the  church  membership. 


Scarritt’ s  remarkable  renewal : 
good  news  for  the  Church 


Louisiana  UM’s  are  caring 


“Caring”  seminars  are  being  held 
throughout  the  Conference,  and  on 
February  12th  a  Ruston  District  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Arcadia  Church,  with 
approximately  200  persons  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

From  Hubert  Blanchard,  Conference 
Chairman  of  the  Disaster  Committee, 
comes  a  special  note  that  an  important 
part  of  these  meetings  focuses  on 
“caring”  as  expressed  through  his 
committee.  Local  church  chairmen  of 
this  Disaster  and  Hunger  Committee 


have  been  attending  and  participating  in 
the  programs,  and  many  constructive 
ideas  are  being  developed. 

Mr.  Blanchard  leads  this  phase  of  the 
meetings,  and  other  participants  include 
Donald  Morgan,  Lake  Charles  District 
Chairman,  and  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton, 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

The  accompanying  photograph  shows 
a  few  of  the  persons  who  attended  the 
recent  Ruston  District  meeting. 


The  perfect  preacher  has  been  found 


“After  hundreds  of  years,  a  model 
preacher  has  been  found  to  suit 
everyone.  He  preaches  exactly  20 
minutes  and  then  sits  down.  He  con¬ 
demns  sin,  but  never  hurts  anyone’s 
feelings. 

“He  works  from  8  a  m.  to  10  p.m.  in 
every  type  of  work,  from  preaching  to 
custodial  service.  He  makes  $60  a  week, 
wears  good  clothes,  buys  good  books 
regularly,  has  a  nice  family,  drives  a 
good  car,  and  gives  $30  a  week  to  the 
church.  He  also  stands  ready  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  every  good  work  that  comes 
along. 

“He  is  26  years  old  and  has  been 
preaching  for  30  years.  He  is  tall  and 


short,  thin  and  heavyset,  handsome.  He 
has  one  brown  eye  and  one  blue;  hair 
parted  in  the  middle,  left  side  dark  and 
straight,  the  right  brown  and  wavy. 

“He  has  a  burning  desire  to  work  with 
teenagers  and  spends  all  his  time  with 
older  folks.  He  smiles  all  the  time  with  a 
straight  face  because  he  has  a  sense  of 
humor  that  keeps  him  seriously 
dedicated  to  his  work. 

“He  makes  15  calls  a  day  on  church 
members,  spends  all  his  time 
evangelizing  the  unchurched,  and  is 
never  out  of  his  office.” 

(Reprinted  from  Grace  U.  M.  Church 
Newsletter,  Davenport,  Iowa.) 


Shown  above  is  General  Richard  G.  Stilwell,  four-star 
commander  of  all  United  Nations  and  United  States  forces  in 
Korea,  in  conversation  with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  the 
Louisiana  Area,  during  Bishop  Crutchfield's  recent  trip  to  far 
Eastern  military  establishments  in  Alaska,  Korea,  Japan, 
Guam,  and  Hawaii.  Bishop  Crutchfield  traveled  on  high 
priority  as  G-16  or  2-star  during  the  period,  and  was  the  guest 


of  the  nine  top  commanding  officers  in  Army,  Navy,  and  Air 
Force  areas.  During  the  trip  two  subjects  were  of  prime 
concern:  the  moral  fiber  and  character  training  of  the  chur¬ 
ches,  and  the  defense  posture  of  the  nation  as  it  relates  to  the 
moral  fiber.  During  the  trip  Bishop  Crutchfield  conducted  five 
2-day  spiritual  life  retreats  for  chaplains,  both  Methodist  and 
others.  He  returned  February  18. 


Amite,  Independence  establish  “bank  account” 


Fifty-four  members  of  the  Amite  and 
Independence  churches  came  to  the 
Amite  church  and  gave  blood  on 
February  7  to  establish  a  blood  bank  with 
Community  Blood  Bank,  Inc.  of  Metairie. 
It  was  a  dream  come  true  for  John  M. 
Lee,  Pastor  of  both  churches,  who  has 
been  negotiating  to  make  this  a  reality 
for  over  two  years. 

The  blood  bank  program  will  assure 
that  every  member  of  both  churches  on 


John  Lee’s  charge  will  receive 
replacement  blood  anywhere  in  the 
United  States  for  a  full  year. 

Doctors,  nurses  and  medical 
technologists  were  on  duty  at  the  church 
during  the  blood  donor  drive  to  screen, 
test  and  draw  blood  from  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  Youth  of  the  church  served 
sandwiches,  coffee  and  cokes.  An  ad¬ 
ditional  15  church  members,  who  for 


various  reasons  were  unable  to  be 
present  on  February  7,  have  also 
volunteered  to  give  blood.  They  will  be 
accommodated  under  the  program  at  the 
Seventh  Ward  General  Hospital  on 
March  12,  and  will  bring  the  total  number 
of  donors  to  69. 

Mr.  Lee  notes  that  “  ...  It  was  a  big 
day  and  everybody,  even  those  who  were 
scared  stiff,  had  fun!" 


St.  Matthew  layman 
awarded  degree 


A 


t. 


Nathaniel  L.  Addison,  an  active 


This  picture  shows  the  Kiem  Do  family,  which  the  Algiers  Church  helps  to  support 
Louis  Roos  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


“We  belong  to  United  Methodists 
everywhere!”  The  “We”  is  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  as 
suggested  by  Robert  C.  Gentry, 
Scarritt’s  assistant  to  the  president,  this 
school  is  not  an  ordinary  institution  of 
higher  education. 

Some  of  the  unique  features  of  Scarritt 
are:  (1)  It  is  the  only  United  Methodist 
institution  of  higher  education  which  is 
owned  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference.  United  Methodism’s  123 
other  colleges,  universities,  and 
seminaries  are  owned  by  entities  other 
than  the  General  Conference;  (2)  Scarritt 
is  both  an  undergraduate  and  a  graduate 
school,  offering  in  addition  to  its  degree 
program,  two  other  distinct  enterprises 
in  lay  education:  one  focused  in  its 
Center  for  Continuing  Education,  the 
other  in  its  Center  for  Women’s  Studies. 

The  last  few  years  have  seen  dramatic 
growth  at  Scarritt,  with  the  present  class 
of  some  220  students  from  31  states  and  15 
foreign  countries  being  the  largest  in  the 
school’s  84-year  history. 

The  strength  of  the  Scarritt  program  is 
in  its  professional  and  graduate  em¬ 
phasis.  Dr.  J.  Richard  Palmer, 
President,  speaks  of  graduates  and 
holders  of  degrees  beyond  the  bachelor’s 
level  as  “flexible  generalists.”  Scarritt 

COM  provides 
fast  service 
bookstore 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
reminds  all  churches  that  that  office  now 
has  available  a  limited  supply  of  books 
and  other  resource  materials  for  local 
church  ministry,  distributed  by  United 
Methodist  resource  centers  and  other 
suppliers. 

The  supply  is  stocked  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  want  one  or  two  copies  of  a 
specific  item  and  want  to  receive  them 
immediately.  All  ministers  have  been 
advised  of  this  service  and  have  been 
provided  with  a  list  of  materials,  with 
cost  of  each  item,  plus  a  list  of  “free”  and 
“loan”  items. 


Robert  C.  Gentry 
Assistant  to  the  President 
Scarritt  College 

has  a  strong  appeal  for  those  above  the 
bachelor’s  degree  level,  but  who  seek  to 
be  lay  professionals  through  the  work  of 
the  church. 

The  school’s  objective  for  the  years 
1974-1980  is  to  raise  $17,000,000.  The 
response  has  been  remarkable.  Without 
receiving  a  single  major  gift,  the  school 
has  succeeded  in  increasing  its  support 
900  per  cent  in  three  years. 

Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey  of  Ruston  is  a 
Trustee  of  Scarritt,  having  served  in  this 
capacity  for  a  number  of  years;  Mrs. 
Charles  B.  McGowan  of  Baton  Rouge  has 
recently  been  one  of  Louisiana’s  Trustees 
to  Scarritt  College;  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
Cadwallader  is  a  permanent  honorary 
Trustee. 


layman  of  St.  Matthew  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  and  President  of  the  Adult  Bible 
Class,  has  been  awarded  the  "... 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Bible  Study  .  .  .” 
by  the  Universal  Bible  Institute. 


SMU  Choir  to 


moment  .  .  .  Mrs.  Charles  Kent  and  Tommy  Sanders  give 
blood. 


visit  New  Orleans 

The  Southern  Methodist  University 
Choir  will  appear  in  concert  at  Rayne 
Memorial  Church,  3900  St.  Charles 
Avenue,  New  Orleans  on  March  12.  The 
concert  will  begin  at  7:30  P.M.,  and  the 
public  is  invited. 

The  choir,  on  its  annual  spring  concert, 
will  perform  a  wide  variety  of  music, 
representing  many  of  America’s  choral 
traditions.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the 
Bicentennial  Celebration,  and  included 
will  be  music  from  colonial  America,  the 
ante-bellum  period,  and  the  late  19th 
Century,  juxtaposed  with  music  by 
contemporary  American  composers. 

The  choir  is  conducted  by  Dr.  Lloyd 
Pfautsch,  Professor  of  Sacred  Music  and 
Director  of  Choral  Activities  at  SMU 
since  1958. 


raise  $500  for  church 


100  plus  one  attend  youth  retreat 


The  Rev.  William  D.  Peeples,  leader  of 
the  Winter  Retreat  for  Conference  Youth, 
reports  that  101  persons  participated  in 
the  retreat  at  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Camp. 

The  theme  “Out  of  Darkness  —  The 
Significance  of  Jesus’  Death"  began  with 
a  short  “watch”  with  Bible  reflections 
and  discussions  led  by  the  following 
ministers:  Mickey  Stringfield,  Trinity 
Church,  Jennings;  Freddie  Henderson, 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern 
University;  Willis  Dear,  First  Church, 


Slidell;  and  Lorris  Wimberly  of  Noel  in 
Shreveport. 

The  program  continued  throughout  the 
weekend  with  a  mini-Fast  and  Biblical 
reflections  and  discussions.  A  banquet 
was  held  on  Saturday  evening  of  the 
Retreat,  and  the  youth  were  in  charge  of 
Sunday’s  worship  program. 

Among  other  participants  were:  the 
Rev.  Pete  Harrington,  of  St.  Luke’s  in 
Lake  Charles;  John  Bergstadt,  an  at¬ 
torney;  William  Matthews,  a  professor  at 
McNeese,  and  Logan  Perkins,  M.  D., 
urologist. 


Viet  family  supported  by  Algiers  UMC 


Clyde  Thompson  is  screened  . 
her  finger  pricked  for  blood  test 


.  .  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Anderson  gets 
.  .  .  members  wait  for  the  big 


Bishop’s  Message 

Our  Area  Provost,  Dr.  Robert  Jamieson,  reports  from  the  Board  of  the 
Ministry  that  there  are  43  Louisiana  people  in  seminaries  at  the  present  time. 
The  impressive  thing  is  the  quality  that  these  young  seminarians  bring  to  our 
conference,  and  the  depth  of  faith.  We  look  forward  to  a  brighter  future  in  the 
church  because  of  their  leadership  and  presence.  It  is  thrilling  to  know  that 
some  of  the  finest,  best,  and  most  well-balanced  young  people  are  choosing  the 
ministry  as  a  life  vocation. 

God  is  answering  prayer. 

Faithfully, 


C*\ 


Finis  A  Crutchfield 


Dr.  Haynes 
is  featured  speaker 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Wesley  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  is 
one  of  the  five  Lenten  preachers  at 
the  Chicago  Temple  during  Holy 
Week  this  year. 

We  congratulate  Dr.  Haynes  on 
this  outstanding  honor  and  op¬ 
portunity. 
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Nomination  of  George  Outen  to 
head  ‘Church  &  Society’  lauded 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


We  applaud  —  and  believe  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  should 
applaud  —  the  nomination  of  Dr.  George 
Outen  as  new  chief  executive  of  our 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
(see  TM/  UMR,  Feb.  27).  If  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  approves  his 
nomination  later  this  month.  Dr  Outen 
will  succeed  Dr.  Dudley  Ward  this  year 
at  the  end  of  June. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  who  come  from  annual  con¬ 
ferences  across  the  church,  have 
struggled  for  more  than  two  years  with 
the  executive  leadership  needs  of  the 
Board.  There  was  a  concern  on  the  one 
hand  that  a  change  in  executive 
leadership  was  needed.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  was  a  concern  not  to 
minimize  the  quality  of  leadership  Dr. 
Ward  has  provided  the  Board  for  more 
than  a  decade.  There  was  still  another 
concern  —  that  the  new  executive  be 
either  a  woman  or  from  an  ethnic 
minority  group  within  the  church. 

Dr.  Outen’s  selection  appears  to  satisfy 
all  these  stipulated  criteria  and  more 
Dr.  Outen  has  previously  served  as 
pastor  of  a  local  church  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  our  denomination’s  top 
preachers.  He  has  served  on  the  staff  of 
the  former  Board  of  Evangelism,  and 
more  recently  on  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  He  is  well-grounded 
theologically,  and  is  actively  committed 
both  to  sharing  the  faith  and  to  bringing 
the  faith  to  bear  on  the  social  arena.  He 
will  offer  a  leadership  style  which  seeks 
to  interpret  to  the  church’s  membership 
what  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is 
doing,  and  why;  and  which  sees  as  a 
major  focus  helping  annual  conferences 
and  local  churches  to  bring  the  gospel  to 
bear  on  social  issues  in  local  com¬ 


munities.  And,  George  Outen  is  black. 

It  would  be  an  injustice  to  speak  with 
such  appreciation  for  a  new  leader 
without  acknowledging  the  contributions 
Dr.  Dudley  Ward  has  made  during  his 
long  tenure  with  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  its  predecessor  boards. 

Our  denomination's  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  is  generally  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  effective  religious  influences 
in  our  nation’s  capital,  Washington,  D.C. 
It  has  attained  this  position  to  a  large 
degree  due  to  Dr.  Ward’s  leadership. 

During  Dr.  Ward’s  tenure,  the  church 
and  society  have  been  faced  with  many 
turbulent  social  issues.  Dr.  Ward  has 
often  led  or  supported  the  Board  in  taking 
positions  on  many  of  these  issues  when 
others  considered  them  “too  hot  to 
handle."  We  have  agreed  with  him  many 
times  and  disagreed  many  other  times. 
Likewise,  many  of  the  church’s  members 
have  agreed  and  disagreed  with  the 
Board’s  positions  during  Dr.  Ward’s 
tenure.  In  our  view,  however,  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  his  Christian  commitment  has 
never  been  at  issue.  That  commitment  is 
deep  and  real.  Dr.  Ward  has  led  the 
Board  according  to  the  dictates  of  that 
commitment.  And  many  times,  he  has 
proven  to  be  on  the  side  of  right  —  often 
several  years  before  shifts  in  popular 
opinion  affirmed  his  positions. 

We  believe  the  church  may  expect  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  under  Dr. 
George  Outen’s  leadership  to  maintain  a 
strong  Christian  involvement  with  social 
issues,  and  greatly  to  strengthen  ties  be¬ 
tween  the  Board  and  the  church’s 
“grassroots." 

And  we  wish  Dr.  Ward  Godspeed  in 
whatever  future  endeavors  he  un¬ 
dertakes,  mindful  of  the  significant 
contributions  he  has  made  to  our  church. 


Compassion:  beyond  today’s  emotion 


“Compassion  fatigue”  has  been  listed 
by  United  Methodist  fund  raisers  as  their 
chief  worry  as  they  solicit  donations  for 
relief  for  earthquake-ravaged  Guate¬ 
mala  (see  TM/  UMR,  Feb.  20). 

Although  the  term  is  new  to  our 
vocabulary,  the  concept  it  refers  to  is 
familiar.  "Compassion  fatigue"  very 
graphically  describes  a  condition  from 
which  most  of  us  have  suffered  at  one 
time  or  another. 

While  few  Christians  are  not  moved  to 
“compassion”  and  acts  of  compassion 
when  such  disasters  as  the  earthquakes 
occur,  the  pitch  and  fervor  with  which  we 
react  suffer  as  time  separates  us  from 
the  initial  turmoil.  That  personal,  emo¬ 
tional  sympathy  which  we  identify  as 
“compassion”  for  the  plight  of  another 
person  is  hard  to  sustain. 

As  tragedy  leaves  “the  headlines,”  it 
sometimes  leaves  our  minds.  Or  as  that 
which  was  so  shocking  is  told  and  retold 
in  graphic  detail  we  sometimes  find 
ourselves  accepting  it  as  the  com¬ 
monplace. 

Such  a  "fatigue”  of  compassion  might 
appear  to  be  grace  for  an  over- 
bombarded  conscience  if  we  were  anyone 
but  who  we  are.  We  are  Christians  with  a 
special  responsibility  to  care  for  persons 
in  need.  As  a  part  of  a  nation  which 
controls  a  disproportionately  large  part 
of  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  world, 
we  cannot  offer  “fatigue”  as  an  excuse 
for  inaction. 

Our  task  as  Christians  is  to  make  our 
compassion  more  than  a  short-lived  emo¬ 
tional  expression.  It  must  become  inte¬ 
grated  into  our  lifestyle. 

That  lifestyle  comes  not  through 
emotional  pricks  of  conscience  alone,  but 
through  a  lifelong  commitment  for 
response  to  the  suffering  of  others. 

In  the  Guatemala  relief  efforts,  as  well 
as  in  whatever  calls  await  us  in  the 
future,  we  must  both  accept  the  demands 
for  action  which  arise  in  our  sympathies 


today,  and  confront  ourselves  with  the 
kind  of  commitment  such  sympathies 
demand  of  us  tomorrow. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


What  would  Amos  say  today? 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following  article  was  written  by  a  member  of  a  Bible 
Study  group  at  Trinity  UMC,  Salisbury,  Maryland,  in  answer  to  the  hypotheti¬ 
cal  question  "What  would  Amos  say  to  us,  were  he  among  us  today?"  Like  the 
"prophet  of  justice  and  righteousness"  of  old,  the  author  offers  words  of 
judgment  likely  to  step  on  the  toes  of  most  hearer*— or  readers. 


By  SYLVIA  PETERS 

“Woe  unto  you  ministers,  the 
shepherds  of  my  flock!  Your  ser¬ 
mons  have  little  meat  and  much 
mediocrity,”  saith  the  Lord.  “Your 
goal  is  producing  comfortable  pew 
warmers  and  increasing  the 
membership  and  finances  of  the 
church.  By  all  means  don’t  offend 
anyone!” 

“You  foolish  lot!  Don't  you  realize 
that  the  ones  who  seek  my  will  shall 
depart  to  satisfy  their  hunger 
elsewhere  and  the  others  shall 
depart  due  to  their  lack  of  com¬ 
mitment.  Then  what  will  become  of 
your  fine  churches  with  their  stained 
glass  windows,  plush  carpets,  and 
empty  pews?” 

“Look  at  the  condition  of  your 
country  after  200  years,”  saith  the 
Lord.  “What  Hypocrites!  You  speak 
of  brotherly  love,  but  where  are 
those  of  different  races  and 
economic  groups  in  your  churches?” 

“Alcoholism,  drug  addiction,  and 
gambling  are  sweeping  the  country, 
but  your  congregations  continue  to 
quietly  accept  social  drinking  at 
charity  functions  and  in  their  homes, 
fill  their  bodies  with  every  new 
medication  that  hits  the  market¬ 
place,  and  participate  in  legalized 
lotteries  as  a  proper  means  of 
raising  money.” 

“Your  immorality  is  like  that  of 
Sodom  &  Gomorrah.  Adultery, 
homosexuality,  abortions,  and  V.D. 
are  commonplace  problems. 
Idolatry  and  Satan-worship  are  on 
the  rise.  Many  know  more  about 
their  astrological  birth  sign  than  my 
Holy  Word,”  saith  the  Lord. 

“Your  congregations  fill  their 
lives  with  things  and  their  souls  are 
empty.  They  live  in  their  luxurious 


homes,  fill  their  minds  with  idle 
thoughts  from  their  color  television 
sets,  fill  their  stomachs  to  the  point 
of  gluttony,  and  close  out  the  rest  of 
the  world.  Tell  your  congregations,” 
saith  the  Lord,  “that  I  will  not 
continue  to  bless  a  country  growing 
fat  from  its  luxurious  living  while 
others  at  their  doorstep  are  in  need 
and  starving.” 

“Merchants  eagerly  com¬ 
mercialize  all  your  holy  days,  and 
the  people  encourage  them  with 
their  extravagant  spending.  They  sit 
in  church  an  hour  on  Sunday,  make 
their  meager  offering,  sing  their 
empty  praises,  mumble  meaning¬ 
less  prayers,  and  live  the  rest  of  the 
week  only  for  themselves.  Your 
feasting,  celebration  and  worship 
are  noise  to  my  ears,”  saith  the 
Lord. 

“Your  country  speaks  of  peace 
and  provides  other  nations  with 
weapons  annihilate  themselves. 
How  stupid  is  your  rejoicing  in  how 
great  you  are,  when  you  are  less 
than  nothing!  And  priding  your¬ 
selves  on  your  own  tiny  power!  The 
Lord,  God  does  not  need  your 
churches  or  your  country  —  you 
need  God!" 

“I  will  bring  destruction  upon 
you,”  saith  the  Lord.  "Your 
voluntary  silence  concerning  your 
country’s  sins  will  become  a  man¬ 
datory  silence.  Your  country’s 
apathy  concerning  its  government 
and  the  needs  of  others  will  bring 
about  destruction  from  within,  and 
other  countries  will  strangle  you 
economically  and  destroy  you  from 
without.  In  that  day,”  saith  the  Lord, 
“your  country  shall  seek  my  Word 
and  will  not  find  it.” 


Here  I  Stand 

What  church  school 
literature  is  suitable? 


MARCH  5,  1976 

^tr 


By  JACK  OGLESBY 

The  question  of  suitable  literature  for 
our  church  school  has  deep  roots  and 
widespread  implications.  The  use  of 
literature  produced  by  our  own  church  is 
based  on  confidence  in  the  guidance  of 
God  and  in  the  integrity  and  competence 
of  those  who  plan  and  write  it.  We  believe 
that  God  uses  limited  human  beings  to 
prepare  materials  and  to  teach  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  He  does 
elsewhere.  Any  lessons  used  will  fall 
short  of  perfection,  and  there  will  always 
be  grounds  for  criticism.  Good  lesson 
writers  engage  in  self-criticism,  and  they 
strive  to  improve.  Our  lesson  writers  are 
responsive  to  the  criticisms  and 
suggestions  from  the  grassroots  in  all  our 
churches. 

We  all  agree  that  we  want  the  pure 
Word  of  God  in  the  Bible  taught.  But  this 
is  not  as  simple  as  it  might  seem.  Down 
through  the  years  some  passages  have 
been  included  in  some  Bible  manuscripts 
that  were  omitted  in  others.  Then  those 
with  identical  passages  have  gone 
through  various  translations  which  have 


“EVERYTHINGis  an  abomination  with 
him!  It’s  woe  lo  you  if  you  do.  and  woe  to 
you  if  you  don’t." 


Abortion  and  Christian  ethics:  debate  goes  on 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor -Genera  I  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III,  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Administrator;  Don 
Arnold,  Circulation  Manager; 
Conference  Editions:  Jean  Yeager, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Clyde  Chesnutt  and  Bud 
Herron,  Associate  Editors;  Sharon 
Mielke,  Senior  Staff  Writer;  T.  Otto 
Nall,  Contributing  Editor;  Produc¬ 
tion:  Bill  Sybert,  General  Manager 
TM/UMR  Productions;  Carl  Jobe, 
Press  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  maintains  an 
Independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  proeldln* 
IU  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  Information 
and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  In  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

The  Reporter  Is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Conferences  of  Texas  and  is  pub  11s  bed  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  as  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  The  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reptrter  maintains  no  official  relationship 
to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to 
any  of  the  denomination’s  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publica¬ 
tion  tar  30  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
which  publish  special  regional  editions. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas,  Texas  75221 
Phone:  [214]748-6491 
Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes 

Individual  subscriptions:  MOO  per  year  for 
National  edition;  $3.90  per  year  far  Conference 
editions.  Special  rates  for  grotg>s  of  10  or  more 
subs  available  upon  request 
Second  Class  postage  paid  In  Dallas.  Texas. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  farm  3S7S  to  P.O. 
Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. _ 


To  the  Editor: 

lam  prompted  to  reply  to  the  February 
20  TM/  UMR  article,  “Coalition  to  keep 
status  of  abortion  law.” 

Is  it  not  strange  that  humans  should 
band  themselves  together  to  deny  to 
others  the  gift  of  life,  the  gift  which  they, 
themselves,  have  received  from  God? 

What  fear  must  possess  their  souls 
when  they  are  willing  to  raise  and  to 
spend  $300,000  to  make  certain  that  the 
laws  qf  our  nation  can  never  again 
prohibit  the  slaughter  of  the  unborn. 

Perhaps  Bishop  Armstrong  and  other 
liberated  humans  should  take  a  moment 
to  thank  whatever  gods  there  be  that 
they,  themselves,  were  conceived  and 
brought  to  birth  in  a  less  “enlightened” 
age. 

Liberty!  What  crimes  are  committed 
in  thy  name!  Leonard  Beardslee 

Dodge  Center,  Minnesota 

/  hope  the  Catholics 
never  change  their  view 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  your  article  entitled,  “U.M. 
bishop  hits  Catholic  efforts  on  abortion” 
(TM/  UMR,  Jan.  30).  It  is  at  times  like 
this  I  would  like  to  forget  that  I  am  a 
Methodist 

What  is  our  religious  freedom  worth  if 
it  infringes  on  another  human  being’s 
right  to  life?  I  hope  the  Catholics  never 
change  their  views  on  abortion. 

Mrs.  Ronald  McCoy 
Marion  Center,  Pennsylvania 

The  First  Amendment 
is  too  little  respected 
To  the  Editor: 

“I  don’t  get  no  respect.”  If  the  First 
Amendment  of  the  United  States  Con¬ 
stitution  had  a  voice,  those  are  the  weary 
words  we  would  hear. 

The  Amendment’s  harrassed  de¬ 
meanor  is  a  result  of  the  “pastoral 
plan  for  pro-life  activities"  approved  by 
the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  last  November.  This  plan  urges 
Roman  Catholics  to  “move  out  into 
society”  by  encouraging  non-Catholics  to 
support  the  anti-abortion  effort  and  to 
“persuade  our  nation's  leaders  to  restore 
the  protection  of  the  Constitution  to  the 
unborn.” 

The  Bishops  believe  such  protection 
was  removed  by  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
decision  which  grants  the  legal  option  of 
abortion  to  pregnant  women.  Through 
this  “pastoral  plan"  the  Bishops  intend  to 
have  the  Roman  Catholic  dogma  —  that 
human  life  is  created  at  the  moment  of 
conception  —  become  the  law  of  the  land. 

Millions  of  people  hold  this  belief  quite 
sincerely  and  their  opposition  to  abortion 
is  a  logical  consequence  of  their  beliefs. 
But  millions  of  other  people  disagree. 

The  conflict  which  lays  such  stress  on 
the  First  Amendment  is  whether  those 
who  oppose  abortion  on  the  basis  of  their 
religion  should  attempt  to  use  the  power 
of  the  state  to  coerce  those  who  disagree 
with  those  religious  beliefs.  According  to 
the  First  Amendment:  “Congress  shall 
make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment 
of  religion  or  abridging  the  free  exercise 
thereof  .  .  .”  .....  . 

Hilda  R.  Watrous 

Clay.  New  York 

Morality  cannot  be 
produced  by  decree 
To  the  Editor: 

Recent  letters  to  the  editor  attacking 
Bishop  Armstrong’s  position  on  abortion 
leave  me  somewhat  confused.  Did  I 


misinterpret  the  bishop’s  position?  I  join 
the  writers  of  these  letters  in  opposing 
abortion  as  a  practice;  my  opposition  is 
on  moral  and  religious  grounds.  I  have  a 
concern  something  like  Albert  Schweit¬ 
zer’s  “reverence  for  life.” 

Should  I  impose  my  moral  and 
religious  convictions  on  others  through  a 
constitutional  amendment?  I  think  not. 
Apparently,  neither  does  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong. 

Emotionalism  is  endangering  rational 
approaches  to  the  problem.  Older  people 
will  recall  an  earlier  attempt  to  legislate 
morality  through  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment.  Even  as  a  small  boy  I  was 
fanatically  supportive  of  prohibition.  As 
a  young  man  I  saw  the  crusade  to  destroy 
“demon  rum”  disintegrate  with  repeal. 

Some  say  that  the  18th  Amendment  set 
temperance  back  at  least  fifty  years.  The 
accusation  that  it  destroyed  all  respect 
for  law  and  order  was,  of  course,  a  gross 
exaggeration.  But  the  lesson  should  be 
clear.  Morality  cannot  be  made  by 
decree.  Legal  restraint  did  not  prevent 
an  estimated  IV4  million  illegal  abortions 
a  year  in  the  mid-1960s.  Do  we  want  to 
reduce  the  incidence  of  abortion,  or 
simply  to  make  abortion  unlawful? 

One  finds  great  difficulty  in  accepting 
the  judgment  of  those  who  declare 
abortion  in  early  pregnancy  to  be 
murder.  Some  of  us  think  that  there  is  a 
distinction  between  “a  life”  and  a 
“human  being.”  The  penalty  for 
premeditated  murder  is  usually  life 
imprisonment.  The  implication  is  indeed 
frightening.  Charles  Painter 

Austin,  Minnesota 
The  food  we  waste  could 
feed  much  of  the  world 
To  the  Editor: 

At  a  recent  conference  sponsored  by 
the  religion  center  of  a  California  college, 
the  center  director  stated,  “One  of  the 
tasks  of  Christians  is  to  help  attack  the 
problems  of  hunger  in  the  world.” 

He  made  this  statement  at  a  banquet 
table  groaning  with  food.  Servings  were 
so  enormous  that  an  average  of  one-third 
of  the  food  on  the  plates  was  left  uneaten. 
Those  persons  who  did  clean  their  plates 


Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  editions  in  Buffalo, 
N.Y.  and  Cleveland,  Oh, 

With  this  issue  two  congregations 
initiate  TM/  UMR  local  church 
editions  whereby  their  news  is 
published  each  week  in  combination 
with  annual  conference  and  general 
church  news  and  mailed  to  every 
member  family. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  Ontario 
Street  UMC  in  Buffalo,  New  York 
(Western  New  York  Conference), 
200;  and  Epworth-Euclid  UMC  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio  (East  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference),  550. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations  we  say  “Welcome.’’ 
We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/  UMR  edition  informative,  and 
that  you  will  join  our  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  via  “Letters 
to  the  Editor.” 

To  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of 
TM/  UMR.” 


were  miserably  stuffed. 

People  overeat  almost  suicidally  at 
many  church  potluck  suppers  and  ban¬ 
quets.  Rather  than  leading  a  movement 
for  simpler,  less  wasteful,  more  healthful 
meals  and  servings,  many  churches 
seem  bent  in  the  opposite  direction. 

A  sane  way  to  help  solve  problems  of 
global  hunger  is  for  Christians  to  realize 
—  and  act  on  the  knowledge  —  that  just 
what  America  wastes  could  feed  much  of 
the  world,  keeping  in  mind  that  waste 
consists  not  only  of  what  goes  into  the 
garbage  can,  but  of  what  goes  into  the 
stomach  beyond  bodily  needs. 

Francis  R.  Line 

Capistrano  Beach,  California 

Why  refer  to  Charismatic 

Movement  as  'new"/ 

To  the  Editor: 

I’d  like  to  comment  on  the  article 
regarding  new  guidelines  for  the 
Charismatic  Movement  which  I  read  in 
the  Feb.  13  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

Why  does  everyone  constantly  refer  to 
this  “new  move  of  God’s  Spirit?”  There 
is  no  Charismatic  Movement,  but  in¬ 
stead,  a  Charismatic  Renewal  of 
something  very  old.  It  all  began  on  the 
Day  of  Pentecost.  Jay  char|es  Soper 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

EMC  lias  no  monopoly 

on  evangelical  commitment 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  recent 
action  taken  by  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  to  hire  a  full-time  executive 
secretary  to  carry  on  “referral  and 
service  agency”  functions  (TM/  UMR, 
Jan.  30). 

My  experience  (since  1957)  has  been  as 
a  missionary  with  the  Iban  Church,  a 
product  of  recent  and  continuing 
evangelism  assisted  in  its  outreach  by 
the  World  Division  of  our  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  In  this  situation  the  injection 
of  a  “supplemental”  United  Methodist 
agency  for  “evangelical"  causes  would 
be  a  s<)urce  of  mystification  (to  say  the 
least). 

Does  the  decision  of  the  EMC  to  hire  a 
full-time  executive  secretary  in  the  near 
future  mean  that  the  EMC  is  moving 
away  from  its  intention  to  continue 
working  through  the  World  Division?  A 
clue  may  be  found  in  the  Fall  1975  issue  of 
“Good  News”  which  contains  a  sup¬ 
plement  promoting  the  EMC.  In  that 
publication  the  statement  was  printed, 
“We  have  committed  ourselves  always 
as  the  first,  and  most  desirable  option  to 
seek  to  fulfill  the  evangelical  call  to 
world  mission  through  The  World 
Division  of  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Only  if,  and  when,  that  door  is 
closed  to  us  will  we  turn  to  other  chan¬ 
nels.” 

The  “evangelical”  caucus  (as  with  any 
other  caucus)  may  not  get  all  that  it 
wants  at  this  General  Conference.  But, 
surely,  the  best  interests  of  the 
evangelical  cause  within  United 
Methodism  will  not  be  served  by  “turn¬ 
ing  to  other  channels”  distinct  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  (Some  are 
proposing  the  setting  up  of  an 
Evangelical  Missionary  Society.) 
Friends  in  the  EMC  should  not 
reasonably  assume  that  their  caucus 
represents  an  evangelical  monopoly.  As  I 
visit  many  churches  I  find  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  continues  to 
have  a  strong  evangelical  commitment. 
Evangelicals  working  within  the  system 
can  best  help  the  church  and  the  World 


Division  to  keep  priorities  clear. 

J.  Andy  Fowler 
Dallas,  Texas 

Transcendental  Meditation 
is  a  form  of  religion 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  letter  in  the  January  30 
issue  of  TM/  UMR  on  Transcendental 
Meditation,  it  pains  me  to  tell  Joan 
Hannay  of  Stockton,  California  that  she 
owes  an  apology  to^  Father  Richard 
Mangini.  He. is  100%  correct  in  his  state¬ 
ment  that  TM  is  a  form  of  Hinduism.  It  is 
a  cult  within  the  Hindu  religion. 

To  prove  this  would  be  impossible  in  a 
letter  to  the  editor.  About  the  only 
alternative  to  this  would  be  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  lady  mentioned  above  that 
she  obtain  a  copy  of  a  book  written  by  a 
native  of  India  by  the  name  of  Douglas 
Shah.  Mr.  Shah  is  now  living  in  Liver¬ 
more,  California  and  is  continuing  his 
already  extensive  education.  He  has  no 
axe  to  grind.  Oh  yes,  the  name  of  the  book 
is  “The  Meditators”  and  it  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  paperback  editions. 

The  important  thing  is  this:  Trans¬ 
cendental  Meditation  is  religious  in 
orientation  and  in  conflict  with 
Christianity. 

C.  A.  Harvey 

Bethel  Park,  Pennsylvania 


Jack  Oglesby 

produced  some  variations  in  meaning. 

Perhaps  the  most  generally  used 
English  translation  of  all  time  has  been 
the  King  James  Version  produced  in  1611 
and  used  almost  exclusively  for  three 
centuries.  But  while  using  the  same 
version,  good  Christian  scholars  and  the 
rank  and  file  of  people  came  out  with 
widely  different  interpretations.  Trust¬ 
ing  the  same  God,  Baptists,  Presby¬ 
terians,  Methodists,  Lutherans  and  the 
Church  of  Christ,  to  name  only  five,  have 
come  out  with  wide  variations  in  Biblical 
teaching. 

But  not  only  in  various  denominations, 
good  Christian  people  in  the  same 
denomination  come  out  with  a  wide 
variety  of  interpretations  of  the  Bible  — 
in  all  churches  as  well  as  United 
Methodist.  Any  two  honest  people  going 
through  the  Bible  will  not  go  far  until 
they  discover  they  don’t  see  it  all  alike.  It 
is  good  that  God  made  us  so  that  we  can 
enrich  each  other  with  our  differences. 
No  mere  human  being  has  a  corner  on  the 
whole  truth.  As  a  Methodist  I  have  been 
taught  to  be  open  to  receive  additional 
biblical  insights  from  whatever  source  or 
person  they  might  come.  There  are 
various  valid  methods  of  teaching. 
United  Methodists  are  encouraged  to 
share  their  various  interpretations  with 
the  confidence  that  the  truth  will  be  able 
to  take  care  of  itself  in  the  exchange. 

Two  valid  methods  of  teaching  are: 
one,  to  begin  with  the  Bible  and  apply  it 
to  life.  The  other  is  to  begin  with  life  and 
draw  on  the  Bible  for  the  insights  that  are 
needed.  Jesus,  the  master  teacher,  used 
his  Bible  —  the  Old  Testament  — 
skillfully,  and  quoted  it  frequently.  But 
much  of  the  time  he  began  with  life 
situations  and  led  into  spiritual  insights. 
Both  of  these  methods  are  used  by  our 
lesson  writers.  To  roam  around  in  life 
situations  and  never  get  the  insights  of 
the  Bible  thrown  upon  them  is  not 
Christian  teaching.  But  it  is  futile  to  stay 
in  the  Bible  if  it  never  gets  into  us  and  out 
into  life. 

The  mission  of  our  gospel  is  to  redeem 
the  secular.  John  3: 16  says  “God  so  loved 
the  world.”  The  world  is  secular.  God 
loves  every  last  person  in  the  world  in  all 
his  secularism.  We  need  lessons  and 
teachers  who  will  lead  us  into  the  Way, 
the  Truth  and  the  Life  as  it  is  in  the  Bible, 
and  who  will  inspire  us  to  go  into  all  the 
world,  as  Jesus  calls  us,  with  the  saving 
gospel  for  all  kinds  and  conditions  of 
people  around  the  globe. 

United  Methodists  believe  God  uses  a 
variety  of  approaches.  We  believe  he  can 
use  a  variety  of  people  who  do  not  see 
things  just  as  I  do,  and  who  do  not  study 
and  teach  just  like  I  prefer. 

As  to  our  church’s  school  literature,  the 
issue  is  not  whether  everyone  is  to  follow 
a  narrow  line  that  suits  me  best.  John 
Wesley  said,  “Think  and  let  think;  If 
your  heart  is  as  my  heart,  give  me  your 
hand."  Before  a  church  makes  a  change 
to  some  independently  produced  curricu¬ 
lum,  as  some  have  advocated,  a  careful 
study  should  be  made  of  the  scriptural 
foundations  of  our  teaching,  and  the 
beliefs  and  practices  that  have  grown  out 
of  those  scriptural  foundations.  We  need 
to  know  for  sure  what  we  are  doing  and 
why  we  are  doing  it. 

" Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Jack 
Oglesby,  is  Associate  Pastor  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Arlington,  Texas,  in  the  Central 
Texas  Conference. 
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Women’s  group  wants  new  trends 

Asks  ‘term’  for  bishops ,  broader  sexuality  study  in  final  meeting 


Witnessing  on  the  beurh 

DAYTONA  BEACH,  Fla.  —  As  the  annual  spring  vacation  exodus  to  southern 
beaches  begins,  many  colleges  students  will  pack  their  Bibles  along  with  their 
belongings.  A  co-ed  reads  a  Scripture  passage  to  an  interested  listener  here,  one  of 
the  popular  spots  for  vacationing  collegians.  She  is  one  of  the  many  youths  of  today 
who,  with  evangelistic  zeal,  witness  their  faith  wherever  they  go. 
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To  view  reconstruction  efforts 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ERLANGER,  Ky.  -  The  first  en¬ 
dorsement  of  “term  episcopacy”  by  a 
church  agency,  adoption  of  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  make  available  maternity 
or  paternity  leave  for  any  minister,  and 
adoption  of  a  ‘‘more  adequate  and 
responsible”  approach  for  a  United 
Methodist  study  of  human  sexuality 
marked  the  last  meeting  of  the  church’s 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  here  last  weekend. 

Election  of  the  church’s  bishops  for  an 
8-year  “term”  instead  of  for  ‘‘life,”  a 
recommendation  coming  to  April’s 
General  Conference  in  a  minority  report 
from  the  Commission  to  Study  the 
Episcopacy,  was  endorsed  after  a  brief 
but  frank  discussion. 

“Pro”  arguments  are  that  the  term, 
whatever  the  number  of  years,  offers  a 
better  chance  of  bringing  younger  people 
and  women  into  the  episcopacy;  also, 
more  creativity,  because  of  more 
changeover.  Others  saw  it  as  a  way  to 
combat  the  view  that  the  election  is  a 
‘reward.’ 

Opponents  thought  it  might  tend  to 
bring  in  older  bishops,  and  saw  great 


U.  M.  bishop  will  tour  Vietnam 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  bishop  and  two  executives  of 
religious  relief  agencies  are  among  six 
persons  scheduled  for  a  two-week  tour  of 
Vietnam  to  observe  post-war  recon¬ 
struction  there. 

In  the  delegation  are  Bishop  James 
Armstrong,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society ; 
Bernard  Confer,  executive  secretary  of 
Lutheran  World  Relief,  and  Paul 
McCleary,  executive  director  of  Church 
World  Service  (relief  arm  of  the  National 


Council  of  Churches)  and  also  a  United 
Methodist. 

The  trip,  tentatively  scheduled  for 
Mar.  23  to  Apr.  10,  was  organized  by 
Friendshipment,  a  coalition  of  religious 
and  peace  groups. 

Cora  Weiss,  who  helped  initiate 
Friendshipment,  said  the  group  would 
observe  and  evaluate  the  area’s 
reconstruction  needs  in  terms  of  U.S. 
government  obligations  and  what  more 
can  be  done  by  U.S.  private  agencies  and 
peace  groups. 


Petitions  will  offer  new 
slant  on  ordained  ministry 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  April  27-May  8  in 
Portland,  Ore.  The  following  is  the  tenth 
in  a  series  of  articles  in  which  TM/  UMR 
summarizes  a  major  issue  to  face  the 
delegates. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church? 

The  197G  General  Conference  will  take 
a  long  look  at  that  question  in  Portland 
this  year  —  a  look  which  may  result  in  a 
new  slant  on  the  role  and  function  of  the 
minister. 

Heavier  emphasis  on  the  minister  as  a 
representative  of  Christ  and  of  the  people 
—  not  as  one  who  is  exemplary,  set  apart, 
holy  —  will  figure  largely  in  a  long  list  of 
proposals  on  the  ordained  ministry  which 
delegates  will  be  asked  to  approve 

Coupled  with  a  new  “Discipline” 
section  on  “The  Ministry  of  All 
Christians,"  proposals  from  a  special 
Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry  echo 
and  re-echo  the  theme  that  all  Christians 
are  called  to  ministry  and  that  the  or¬ 
dained  minister  is  called  to  “enable” 
ministry,  not  alone  to  “do  it.” 

A  major  restructuring  of  church  law 
governing  the  ordained  ministry,  which 
separates  ordination  from  conference 
membership,  will  also  go  to  the  delegates 
with  the  sanction  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Proposals  from  the  Commission  will 
also: 

•  Give  more  clout  to  continuing 
education  requirements  for  ministers; 

•  Define  the  responsibilities  and 
tighten  up  accountability  structures  for 
ministers  on  “special  appointment” 
(serving  other  than  as  pastors  of  local 
churches ) ; 

•  Call  on  bishops  and  cabinets  to  en¬ 
courage  local  church  openness  to  both 
men  and  women  local  church  pastors; 

•  Permit  clergy-couples  to  request 
waivers  of  full-time  appointment,  and 


permit  negotiated  pensions  for  clergy 
couples ; 

•  Continue  two  levels  of  ministerial 
ordination:  deacon  and  elder. 

Additional  legislation  from  the  church 
agency  directly  responsible  for  ordained 
ministry  will  reinforce  the  role  of  pastor 
as  "enabler,”  says  its  top  executive. 

That  agency  will  bring  proposed 
redefinition  of  the  duties  of  the  pastor 
which  would  include  phrases  such  as 
•  ‘engage  the  people  in  study  and  witness' 
and  “give  diligent  pastoral  leadership.” 
They  are  all  pointed  toward  the  minister 
as  “the .  enableD^who  rnakfes  ministry 
possible.”  according  to  Dr.  Robert 
Thornburg,  who  heads  the  division  of 
ordained  ministry,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

The  division  will  also  ask  General 
Conference  for  some  new'  entrance 
requirements  for  all  candidates  for 
ministry,  one  of  which  would  separate 
candidacy  from  the  current  “license  to 
preach"  category. 

The  ordained  minister  as  represen¬ 
tative,  not  as  “holy  one  set  apart"  is  not  a 
new  definition.  Dr.  Thornburg  maintains, 
but  what’s  new  is  that  it’s  being  spelled 
out  —  a  move  he  believes  the  church  will 
welcome. 

The  most  controversial  part  of  the 
legislation,  he  suspects,  will  be 
elimination  of  a  section  calling  for  the 
“assurance  of  character”  of  candidates 
for  ministry. 

Why  leave  it  out?  Because,  he  says,  “I 
am  not  ordained  because  I  am  worthy  or 
perfect  but  because  I  am  called.  I  am  a 
representative  of  Christ  but  I  stand  as  a 
sinner.  I  as  ordained  minister  am  not 
exemplary.” 

Neither  the  Commission  nor  the  Board 
will  recommend  deleting  the  category  of 
deacon’s  orders  from  ordination.  The 
proposal  failed  by  one  vote  within  the 
Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry. 

Such  a  proposal  will  come  to  General 
Conference  from  at  least  one  other 
source,  however  —  the  National  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Associate  and  Lay  Pastors.  That 
group  proposes  to  make  all  ordained 
clergypersons  elders. 


She  said  each  member  of  the 
delegation  is  responsible  for  securing  his 
or  her  trip  costs,  about  $2,000  each. 

The  delegation  was  formally  invited  by 
the  Vietnamese  Committee  for  Solidarity 
with  the  American  People,  which  will 
guide  the  group  during  its  stay. 

Ms.  Weiss  said  she  hoped  members  of 
the  delegation  could  play  a  role  in  U.S. 
activities  Apr.  30  to  commemorate  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  end  of  the  war 
and  the  scheduled  unification  of  the  two 
Vietnams  on  that  date. 

Under  Friendshipment  auspices,  Ms. 
Weiss  said,  25  tons  of  material  aid  w-orth 
$100,000  were  shipped  to  Vietnam  late 
last  year.  Also  sent  was  $150,000  worth  of 
penicillin  to  treat  300,000  against 
venereal  disease. 

Ms.  Weiss  said  the  coalition  is 
currently  trying  to  raise  $200,000  to  buy 
steel  tubing  for  the  Vietnamese  to  use  in 
making  school  desks  and  chairs  and 
w'heel  chairs  for  war  invalids. 

She  also  noted  the  new  $1  million 
Vietnamese  assistance  program  of  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee  as  part  of 
the  aid  effort. 


difficulty  in  returning  a  bishop  to  the 
pastorate  or  other  church  service  at  the 
end  of  the  term. 

Dr.  Louise  Branscomb,  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  minority 
report,  said  the  minority  group  felt  the 
church  needed  a  frank  and  open 
discussion  of  the  issue,  and  thanked  the 
commission  for  its  support. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 
whose  name  has  been  mentioned 
frequently  as  a  possible  candidate  for  the 
episcopal  office,  told  the  group  she 
clearly  does  not  want  to  be  a  bishop  and 
does  not  want  to  be  supported. 

The  commission  will  recommend  a 
third  alternative  to  General  Conference 
on  how  it  might  implement  a  study  on 
human  sexuality  the  next  quadrennium. 

Describing  the  $320,000  study  proposed 
by  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
(BCS)  as  “irresponsible”  and  the 
General  Council  on  Ministry’s  proposed 
task  force  on  sexuality  a  “cop-out”,  the 
commission  will  ask  General  Conference 
to  “direct”  GCOM  to  “initiate”  a  more 
adequate  study  along  the  lines  it  is 
proposing. 

Feeling  that  the  BCS  proposal  would 
“only  compound  the  ignorance  and 
misunderstandings”  in  the  church 
because  the  commission  would  be 
composed  almost  entirely  of  church 
people,  the  commission  proposes  that  a 
two-year  study  be  developed  on  a  much 
broader  scale  and  include  "highly 
qualified”  persons  in  theology,  ethics, 


psychology,  anthropology,  scripture, 
historical  theological  analysis,  medicine, 
education  and  law. 

The  budget  would  not  exceed  $100,000 
for  the  quadrennium  and  come  from 
“contingency  funds.” 

The  study  process  would  be  developed 
in  cooperation  with  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  Committee  on  Family  Life, 
Women’s  Division  and  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministries. 

Thelma  Stevens,  Nashville,  said  “the 
church  is  shot  through  with  fear  and 
misunderstanding  from  top  to  bottom 
regarding  human  sexuality,  and  it  needs 
to  be  faced  head  on  or  we  could  play 
around  with  this  serious  issue  for  10  to  15 
years.” 

A  new  recommendation  going  to 
General  Conference  is  that  any  minister 


in  full  connection  could  request  either  a 
maternity  or  paternity  leave  for  a  period 
up  to  a  year,  with  pension  credit. 

Other  legislative  recommendation^ 
adopted  at  the  three-day  meeting  in¬ 
clude  : 

•  Asking  that  local  church  boards  of 
trustees  and  finance  committee  merrj- 
berships  be  50  percent  women; 

•  Recommending  that  local  church 
committees  on  personnel  and 
nominations  elect  their  own  chairperson.; 

•  Asking  that  key  local  church 
committees  reflect  the  pluralism  of  the 
congregations  membership  sexually, 
culturally,  racially,  ethnically,  as  well  as 
economically,  socially  and  theologically 

•  Urging  that  new  worship  resources 
and  the  revision  of  existing  resources 
reflect  the  church’s  diversity  of  mem¬ 
bership. 


Religion  and  Race  says 

Quotas  still  necessary 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
ERLANGER.  Ky.  -  “Quotas”  to 
assure  the  racial  and  ethnic  “in¬ 
clusiveness”  of  United  Methodism’s 
agencies  and  insitutions  are  still 
necessary,  the  church’s  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  voted  here  Feb.  25. 

Responding  to  comments  in  the  church 
that  the  1972  General  Conference’s 


‘Twin  evils’  meet  for  first 
time;  admit  tensions  exist 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
ERLANGER,  Ky.  —  The  “twin  evils  of 
racism  and  sexism”  met  head-on  here  as 
representatives  of  United  Methodism’s 
two  commissions  charged  with  eradi¬ 
cating  both  from  the  church  sat  down 
together  for  the  first  time  Feb.  26. 

While  representatives  of  both  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (CSRW)  and  of  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  denied  there  were 
any  real  problems  between  the  two 
agencies,  they  admitted  that  “tensions” 
exist. 

“Both  commissions  need  to  be  ‘sen¬ 
sitized’  to  the  other's  basic  concerns,” 
said  Judy  Leaming-EImer,  Evanston, 
Ill.,  of  the  CSRW. 

“The  diminished  emphasis  on  race 
discrimination  since  the  women’s 


Petition  on  evangelism  as 
third  priority  dropped 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  -  The  "late-blooming” 
petition  that  evangelism  become  a  third 
■  missional  priority”  fro  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  next  four  years 
encountered  immediate  difficulties  and 
has  been  dropped 

“We  are  not  backing  off  or  selling  out. 
but  trying  a  better  strategy,"  the  Rev 
Edward  Duncan  told  TM/  UMR.  Mr 
Duncan,  a  Michigan  pastor,  is  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship  (DEWS) 
executive  committee  which  developed 
the  petition  Jap.  30  in  response  to  the 
just-completed  study  of  the  UMC's 
membership  decline.  (DEWS  is  a  div¬ 
ision  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship.) 

The  study  indicates  a  sharp  drop  in  the 
number  of  new  members  being  received 
on  confession  of  faith  is  the  basic  reason 
for  the  decline. 

The  original  strategy  was  to  ask  the 
church’s  program  coordinating  agency, 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  to  name  evangelism  as  a  third 
priority  along  with  hunger  and  the  ethnic 
local  church. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  the  committee 
rescinded  its  action  Feb.  20  and  adopted 
a  new  strategy  when  difficulties 
developed  for  both  the  Discipleship 
agency  and  GCOM  because  it  violated 
protocol. 

The  Rev.  Norman  DeWire,  executive 
for  the  GCOM,  told  TM/  UMR  it  was 
“inappropriate"  for  an  executive 
committee  of  a  church  agency  division  to 
come  directly  to  the  GCOM  without  the 


•support  of  the  agency  itself  l’1d< 

Secondly,  it  would  raise  questions 
about  both  the  integrity  of  the  GCOM  and 
the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  concern  for 
evangelism.  Third,  Mr  Dt-Wire  said  “it 
appears  that  the  six  priorities  adopted  by 
the  full  board  of  Discipleship  last  October 
include  a  strong  evangelism  emphasis 
and  a'reprioritization'  of  funds  in  the 
agency  could  provide  the  necessary 
monies  to  accomplish  these  goals.” 

Mr.  Duncan  admitted  to  being  reluc¬ 
tantly  convinced  that  it  would  be  unwise 
to  maintain  their  original  plan.  But  a  new 
strategy  was  adopted  which  is  to  submit 
the  membership  study  to  the  April 
General  Conference  along  with  two 
recommended  programs  designed  to 
counter  the  decline:  “Decision  Point: 
Church  School”  and  the  “Comprehensive 
Evangelism  Program.”  The  proposal 
also  includes  the  naming  of  a  special 
“covenant"  Sunday  and  calls  for  a  week 
of  evangelism  emphasis  in  each  local 
church. 


movement  began  has  aroused  the 
resentment  of  the  ethnic  minorities,” 
said  Consuela  Urquiza,  in  the  opening 
presentation  of  the  3-hour  sharing  of 
views  between  10  representatives  of 
each  agency. 

She  called  for  the  agencies  to  work 
closely  together  because  racism  and  sex 
discrimination  are  really  the  “twin 
columns”  that  hold  up  the  “umbrella”  of 
injustice  which  is  “classism.” 

Ms.  Urquiza  said  "the  church  which  is 
extremely  class  oriented  as  well  as 
survival  oriented  is  very  happy  to  keep 
ethnics  and  women  pitted  against  each 
other  so  it  can  go  on  pretty  much  with 
business  as  usual. 

“Society  and  the  church  have  done  an 
excellent  job  of  separating  our  struggles 
as  women  and  as  ethnics  so  we  don’t 
realize  we  are  victims  of  the  same  op¬ 
pression,”  she  stated. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Lowery,  Atlanta,  a 
representative  of  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  although  he  said  he 
was  speaking  for  himself,  said  that  "to 
call  racism  and  sexism  equally 
problematic  and  destructive  was  to  deny 
the  history  of  the  Black  struggle.  He 
maintained  that  racism’s  systematic 
dehumanization  of  ethnic  males  was  the 
primary  problem. 

Dr.  Lowery  questioned  whether  the 
church  could  afford  the  “wastefulness” 
of  a  divided  emphasis  and  whether  there 
could  be  any  liberation  for  ethnic  women 
aside  from  liberation  for  ethnic  men. 

Lydia  Saenz,  Pasadena,  Tex.,  of  the 
CSRW’s  Third  World  taskforce,  said  that 
ethnic  women  and  white  women  may 
experience  bondage  differently,  but  it  is 
still  from  the  same  source  —  the  in¬ 
stitutions  run  predominantly  by  white 
middle-class  males,  which  “program  us 
all.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  three  hours,  the 
group  identified  some  common  concerns 
which  were  directed  primarily  to 
smoothening  working  relationships 
between  the  two  commissions. 


Chicago  woman  says  she  ‘spied’ 
on  churehpersons  for  police 


From  Portland  .  .  . 

...  to  the  hometown 
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PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  Two  different  United  Methodist 
agencies  will  provide  separate  cassette  tapes  of  the  highlights 
and  actions  of  the  church's  General  Conference  when  it  meets 
here  Apr.  27-May  8.  The  left  photo  shows  Texas  area  television 
journalists  Waiter  Evans  and  Judy  Jordan  and  United 
Methodist  communicator  Jack  McGee  taping 
“NewsBRIEFS.”  This  team,  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico, 
also  produced  a  series  of  tapes  at  the  General  Conferences  in 
St.  Louis  in  1970  and  Atlanta  in  1972. 

In  the  light  photo  William  Richards,  United  Methodist 


PHOTO:  JOHN  FULTON 

communicator,  interviews  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  general 
secretary-elect  of  the  General  Council  or:  Finance  and 
Administration.  The  United  Methodist  Pub.i^hing  House  and 
United  Methodist  Communications  are  cooperating  to  provide 
“New scope  Sight-Sound  Reports,”  a  package  of  cassette  tapes 
and  color  slides. 

Both  agencies  have  geared  their  programs  for  a  national 
audience  of  persons  by  subscription  who  are  interested  in 
understanding  the  major  issues  as  well  as  hearing  some  of  the 
debates,  speeches  and  interviews  at  the  conference. 


PARK  RIDGE.  Ill.  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  laywoman  told  a  U.S.  Senate 
subcommittee  that  she  reported  on  ac¬ 
tivities  of  clergy  and  laypersons  to  the 
Chicago  Police  Department  as  an  un¬ 
dercover  agent  between  1972  and  1975. 

Mrs.  Adelle  Noren  testified  last  July 
before  the  Senate  Internal  Security 
subcommittee  on  her  undercover  ac¬ 
tivities.  The  testimony  was  recently 
published,  and  Mrs.  Noren’s  revelations 
have  been  reported  here  by  “Newscope," 
the  weekly  newsletter  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

According  to  the  newsletter,  Mrs. 
Noren  said  she  had  given  the  Chicago 
police  information  on  United  Methodist 
clergy  and  laypersons  active  in  The 
Alliance  to  End  Repression.  The 
denominational  journal  described  that 
group  as  “a  Chicago-area  consortium  of 
about  70  human-relations  and  church 
groups  concerned  with  civil  liberties, 
prison  reform  and  police  issues.” 

Mrs.  Noren  said  she  had  told  the  Senate 
subcommittee  that  she  had  become 
concerned  about  the  Alliance’s  alleged 
connection  with  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  and  other 
groups  she  said  had  been  cited  as 
“Communist  fronts." 

Mrs.  Noren  was  quoted  as  having  told 
the  Senate  subcommittee,  “It  is  ap¬ 
palling  to  me  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  would  financially  and  vocally 
support  an  organization  such  as  the 
Alliance  when  it  is  built  on  such  a 
foundation." 

She  testified,  the  newsletter  said,  that 
the  Rev.  Martin  Deppe  of  Chicago,  a 
United  Methodist  clergyman,  had  been 
connected  with  “several  questionable 
groups  .  .  .  cited  as  Communist  fronts.” 
Mr.  Deppe.  w'ho  recently  became 
chairperson  of  the  Alliance,  declined  to 


comment  on  Mrs.  Noren’s  undercover 
activities. 

Mrs.  Noren  said  that  as  a  member  of 
the  Northern  Illinois  Conference  Board  of 
Christian  Social  Concerns,  “the  church 
assigned  me  to  attend  Alliance  meetings 
and  to  inform  them  of  the  activities  and 
plans  of  the  organization.  I  did  my  duty 
as  a  Christian  to  inform  the  church.  I  did 
my  duty  as  a  citizen  to  inform  the 
police.” 


adoption  of  guaranteed  representation 
was  “unfair,  unnecessary  and  un- 
Christian.”  the  commission  said  the 
church’s  history  of  inclusiveness  is  so 
brief  that  it  would  be  “premature”  to 
suggest  they  are  no  longer  needed.  The 
quota  question  is  expected  to  appear  on 
the  agenda  of  April’s  General  Conference 
in  Portland,  Ore. 

The  commission  said  the  increased 
participation  of  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities  could  be  attributed  to 
provisions  for  representation  and  warned 
against  reversing  these  “gains.” 

The  brief  debate  in  the  44-member 
national  commission,  which  has  a  broad 
ethnic  base,  centered  on  whether  to  use 
the  specific  and  direct  term  “quotas"  oj 
the  “less  abrasive"  phrase  of 
“designated  ethnic  minority  represen¬ 
tation. ’’ 

Speakers  for  the  latter  wording  pointed 
out  (hat  “quotas”  is  a  term  imposed  by 
the  majority  and  is  never  used  by 
minorities.  Secondly,  technical  quota 
formulas  actually  lend  to  limit  rather 
than  expand  minority  representation. 

The  statement  noted  that  while  Am 
erican  Methodism  has  always  claimed  to 
be  widely  representative,  it  has  "re¬ 
flected  inadequately  the  rich  resources  of 
its  racial  and  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
stituency.” 

In  his  executive  secretary’s  report,  the 
Rev.  Woodie  W.  White  of  Washington. 
D.C.,  said  the  commission  in  eight  years 
had  helped  bring  many  ethnic  persons 
into  leadership  and  participation,  par¬ 
ticularly  from  the  non-Black  groups. 

Other  legislative  action  by  the  corn 
mission  in  a  three-day  meeting  included- 

•  Calling  for  a  work  area  on  religion 
and  race  in  each  local  church; 

•  Supporting  the  inclusion  of  a  new'  $5 
million  annual  fund  to  strengthen  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  within  the 
denomination’s  basic  benevolence  ap¬ 
portionment; 

•  Asking  for  modification  of  the 
Temporary  General  Aid  Fund,  which 
supplements  ethnic  ministers  salaries 
and  pensions  as  an  aid  to  interracial 
mergers  of  annual  conferences,  to  begin 
reducing  grants  to  conferences  merged 
more  than  eight  years. 

Kathryn  Kuhlinan 
dies  following 
open  heart  surgery 

TULSA,  Okla  (RNS)  —  Evangelist 
Kathryn  Kuhlman,  noted  for  her 
"miracle”  healing  services,  died  here 
following  open  heart  surgery.  The 
preacher,  who  preferred  to  keep  her  age 
a  secret,  was  believed  to  have  been  in  her 
early  60s. 

She  was  born  in  Concordia,  Mo.,  where 
her  father  was  mayor,  and  began 
preaching  as  a  teenager  following  a 
conversion  experience.  Miss  Kuhlmaq 
was  ordained  by  the  Evangelical  Churclj 
Alliance  in  Joliet,  Ill.,  and  considered 
herself  a  Baptist. 

Although  she  was  frequently  referred 
to  as  a  “faith  healer,"  Miss  Kuhlman 
rejected  that  designation.  “Iam  not  the 
healer,"  she  frequently  said.  “I  have  no 
healing  virtue.  I  have  no  healing  power,  t 
have  never  healed  anyone.  I  am  ab¬ 
solutely  dependent  upon  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit." 


Classified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  *10 

HOLY  LAND.  GREECE.  CAIRO.  SPANISH  1 

RIVIERA:  Jet.  Cruise  Ephesus.  Rhodes. 

Crete.  First  class.  16  days  from  Dallas  May  12. 

Bess  Loudermllk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas  75305. 

Service  charge  or  blind  ads  *1.00  per  Insertion. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  -  30 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  HUI  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park.  1850 

years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request.  413-A  South  SL 

Paul.  Dallas.  T«-'.as  75201.  (214 >-747-4540. 

Alice  St..  Oakland.  Calif.  94613. 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  —  Christian 

!  FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your 

congregation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller.  United 
l  Church  Directories.  Box  7733.  Waco.  Texas 

education  position  open.  Seminole  United 
Methodist  Church.  5400  Seminole  Bivd.. 
Seminole.  Fla.  33542. 

78710. 

1976  INVEST  YOURSELF.  31st  annual  listing 
of  voluntary  service  opportunities.  *1.35  frtxn 

The  Commission  On  Voluntary  Service  & 
Action.  Room  1700A.  475  Riverside  Dr..  New 

retirement  home  exchange  for  United 
Methodists  by  a  United  Methodist.  For  In¬ 
formation  send  *1.00  to  Vacation.  Box  5639ME. 
Bradenton.  Fla.  33507 

York.  N.Y.  10027. 

ADMINISTRATOR  AVAILABLE  for  Christian 
Retirement  Center  or  Nursing  Home. 
Licensed.  Nine  years  experience.  Institutional 
financing  and  fund  raising  background.  3210  N. 

Education  needed:  Qualified  person  may 
apply  to  Dr.  Doyle  Riley,  Ysleta  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  17440.  El  Paso.  Texas 

79917. 

Colorado  80907. 

ORGANIST-CHOIR  DIRECTOR:  1,600 
member  church.  North  Little  Rock.  Arkansas. 
Must  develop  graded  choir  program.  Exciting 
opportunity.  Salary  open.  Call  Rev.  CUnt 
Burleson.  501-753-6186. 

for  church  and  home.  Late  model  In  perfect 
condition,  beautiful  majestic  tones.  Two 
manuals  —  walnut  case.  Contact:  Mrs.  E.  S. 
KhaUfah.  214-521-6007. 

GRAND  TOUR  OF  EUROPE  —  June  8-22. 1976 
—  visit  seven  countries  from  Houston  *1,178. 
Brochure  available.  Dr.  T.  Mac  Hood.  13207 
Orleans.  Houston.  Tx.  77015.  phone  713-453- 
7203. 

WANTED:  Qualified  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  Youth  Worker.  Write  for  ap¬ 
plication:  North  Naples  United  Methodist 
Church,  600  Seagate  Drive.  Naples.  Florida. 
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Protestants  ‘forget’  small  church 

Symposium  deplores  bigger-is-better  value  system  in  U.S. 


HARTFORD.  Conn.  (RNS) 
"American  Protestant  leadership  for  the 
most  part  has  forgotten  the  small 
congregation."  according  to  the  senior 
adviser  for  religion  at  the  Lilly 
Endowment. 

Robert  W.  Lynn  was  among  several 
speakers  at  a  three-day  symposium  on 
the  small  congregation  (200  members  or 
fewer)  sponsored  by  the  Hartford 
Seminary  Foundation. 

Mr.  Lynn  examined  the  history  of  the 
small  congregation  in  the  U.S.  In  Con¬ 
necticut  during  the  1700s,  he  said,  the 
average  tenure  of  Congregational 
ministers  was  51  years;  71  percent  of 
them  served  only  one  parish  during  their 
careers. 

But  beginning  in  the  1800s,  he  said, 
small  churches  began  tc  be  looked  down 
on  or  ignored  in  the  rush  for  the  bigger 
and  better. 

Mr.  Lynn  said  that  trend  continues, 
with  small  parishes  seen  as  a  place  for  a 


minister  just  starting  out  or  one  nearing 
retirement. 

A  survey  of  ministers  in  small 
congregations  presented  ai.  the  con¬ 
ference  showed  that  "small  church 
clergy  are  significantly  more  likely  to  be 
in  the  youngest  (under  30)  and  oldest 
(over  60)  age  groups.” 

Dr.  Douglas  Johnson,  a  National 
Council  of  Churches  staff  associate  for 
planning  and  research,  said  the  U.S. 
"urban  value  system"  of  "growth  is 
good”  and  "bigger  is  better”  has  hurt 
small  churches. 

"I  am  troubled,”  Dr.  Johnson  said,  by 
"impossible  institutional  demands  made 
on  small  congregations  and  the  apparent 
unwillingness  of  church  leaders  to  let 
them  be  and  do  what  they  can  do  best  — 
develop  human  beings.” 

A  study  prepared  for  the  conference 
(  "The  Real  and  the  Unreal  Social  and 
Theological  Images  of  the  Small  Church” 
by  the  Rev.  Arthur  C.  Tennies, 


Exec  warns  UMC:Don ’t 
limit  term  of  bishops 


Jesus  at  prayer— world  at  prayer 

The  iron  and  steel  sculpture  of  Jesus  at  prayer  is  an  appropriate  reminder  of  the 
World  Day  of  Prayer,  Mar.  5.  Sponsored  by  Church  Women  United,  the  theme  for 
this  year  is  "Education  for  all  of  life”  and  is  prepared  by  Christian  women  in  Latin 
America.  The  eight  foot  sculpture  was  fashioned  by  Jerry  Hammons  and  hangs  in 
the  sanctuary  of  Grace  UMC,  El  Paso,  Tex.  The  quotation  is  from  Matt.  26:39: 
"Abba,  Father,  all  things  are  possible  to  thee;  take  away  this  cup  from  me:  not  my 
will  but  thine  be  done.” 


Bridges  church  and  theater 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Gerald  F. 
Moede,  general  secretary  of  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  and  a  United 
Methodist  theologian,  warns  his  denom¬ 
ination  against  limiting  the  term  of  its 
bishops. 

In  a  recent  “occasional  paper”  issued 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Dr.  Moede  says 
limiting  bishops’  terms  would  harm 
ecumenical  relationships  and  make 
visible  reunion  of  Christians  harder. 

Dr.  Moede  refers  to  the  prayers  at  a 
United  Methodist  bishop’s  consecration, 
which  ask  that  the  Holy  Spirit  be  poured 
out  upon  the  new  bishop. 

"Can  one  pray  the  Holy  Spirit  to  grant 
such  grace  for  an  eight  or  12  year 
period?”  he  asks.  “If  it  is  God  who  calls  a 
bishop  ...  to  an  office,  does  the  church 
have  the  right  to  suggest  or  mandate  a 
time  limit  for  its  exercise?" 


Theology  intern  takes  on  two  roles 


By  W.  L.  THORKELSON 

MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  —  Paul 
Stambaugh  is  trying  to  bridge  the  world 
of  the  church  and  the  theater. 

As  part  of  his  training  to  become  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  he  spends  10 
hours  a  week  at  the  Guthrie  Theater 
here. 

In  the  view  of  the  seminary  and  of  his 
church,  Mr.  Stambaugh  is  serving  as  a 
student  chaplain  at  the  world-famed 
repertory  theater.  The  theater  regards 
him  as  an  intern  in  theology  and  church 
relations. 

The  38-year-old  seminarian  sees  no 
difference  between  these  two  con¬ 
ceptions. 

Before  deciding  to  prepare  for  the 
ministry,  Mr.  Stambaugh  was  a  high 
school  English  and  drama  teacher  who 
would  bring  his  students  to  the  Guthrie  to 
see  plays  there. 

Last  year,  as  a  middler  student  at 
United  Theological  Seminary  (United 
Church  of  Christ  school  at  New  Brighton, 
Minn  ),  he  was  concerned  about  the  lack 
of  ties  between  the  church  and  the 
theater  "and  the  concept  of  the 
chaplaincy  popped  into  my  head.” 

Later,  he  discussed  the  idea  with  his 
seminary  advisor  and  with  Dr.  Lawrence 
J.  Rule,  minister  of  the  Excelsior,  Minn., 
United  Methodist  Church,  where  he  is 
working  part-time  as  a  youth  minister. 

They  encouraged  him  to  explore  the 
idea  with  Guthrie  people,  which  he  did. 
At  that  meeting  he  learned  that  the 
founder  of  the  theater,  Tyrone  Guthrie, 
had  once  written: 

“I  believe  the  purpose  of  the  theater  is 
to  show  mankind  to  himself  and  thereby 
shew  man  God’s  image.” 

Mr.  Stambaugh  said  he  strongly 
agreed  with  this  understanding  of  the 
theater  and  recalled  that  the  theater  had 
originally  come  out  of  the  church. 

Four  goals 

As  a  development  of  the  meeting,  Mr. 
Stambaugh  started  an  independent  study 
course  at  United  Seminary  that  had  four 
goals : 

—  To  stimulate  creative  dialogue 
between  the  church  and  the  Guthrie 
theater. 

—  To  determine  the  main  objectives 
which  are  common  to  both  the  church 
and  the  Guthrie  Theater. 

—  To  extend  the  ministerial  outreach 
of  the  community  of  the  church  to  the 
community  of  the  Guthrie. 

—  To  express  theological  perspectives 
oi  the  Guthrie’s  fall  plays  for  the  theater 
audiences. 

One  of  the  first  things  he  did  was  to 
invite  300  United  Methodist  ministers  to 
see  a  Guthrie  performance  of  “A 
Streetcar  Named  Desire”  in  late  July. 
The  audience  included  Minnesota  Bishop 
Wayne  Clymer  and  members  of  his 
cabinet. 

Following  the  play,  Mr.  Stambaugh 
moderated  a  discussion  between  the 
audience  and  the  play’s  director,  Ken 
Ruta  and  two  of  the  play’s  actors.  The 
theological  perspectives  of  the  play  were 
discussed  and  it  was  an  "exciting” 
session.  Mr.  Stambaugh  recalls. 

In  August,  Mr.  Stambaugh  arranged 
for  100  people  from  five  area  churches  to 
see  another  Guthrie  play,  "Loot,”  and  to 
have  a  post-play  discussion  with  its 
director,  Tom  Moore. 

The  seminarian  said  Mr.  Moore  was  a 
little  concerned  that  the  church  people 
.  tZht  be  upset  by  the  play’s  criticism  of 
church,  but  he  '  y.j 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  Theater  chaplain  Paul  Stambaugh  chats  in  the  dressing  room 
with  costumed  actors  Barbara  Byrne  and  William  Schoppert  at  the  famous  Guthrie 
Theater. 

correctly  as  an  attack  on  the  corruption 
of  the  church. 

Some  of  the  people  were  a  little  un¬ 
comfortable  about  the  homosexuality^ 
involved  in  the  play,  he  said. 

He  arranged  for  Fran  Bennett,  director 
of  voice  and  movement  and  an  actress  at 
the  Guthrie,  to  take  part  in  a  weekend 
retreat  at  United  Seminary.  She  "worked 
through  some  preaching  and  liturgy 
situations.” 

300  on  Guthrie  staff 

Mr.  Stambaugh  uses  an  office  of  the 
actors’  lounge  at  the  Guthrie,  which 
gives  him  opportunity  to  mix  with  many 
of  the  300  people  on  the  Guthrie  staff. 

Officially,  he  is  not  a  counselor,  but  he 
does  try  to  extend  the  ministerial 
outreach  "just  by  being  here  and  talking 
to  people  about  whatever  they  want  to 
talk  about." 

He  has  found  the  Guthrie  people 
"accepting  and  fascinating”  and  “not  the 
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eccentrics  sometimes  imagined.”  Four 
of  the  25  actors  in  the  company  have 
clergyman  fathers,  he  has  discovered. 

He  also  has  discovered  that  the  church 
and  the  theater  share  a  common 
objective  in  "trying  to  increase  an  un¬ 
derstanding  and  acceptance  of  people” 
and  "in  exploring  what  it  is  to  be 
human.” 

He  believes  the  theater  is  more 
“people-oriented”  than  a  congregation, 
which  tends  to  be  "meeting-oriented,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Stambaugh’s  involvement  at  the 
Guthrie,  originally  scheduled  for  the 
summer  months,  has  been  extended 
through  the  year,  but  the  parish  ministry 
remains  his  long-range  goal.  Latest  word 
from  Guthrie  indicates  they  will  request 
the  chaplaincy  program  continue. 

Mr.  Thorkelson  is  religion  editor  for 
the  Minneapolis  Star. 


Bonus  puzzle  is  child’s  play 
for  50  lucky  TM/UMR  readers 


An  eight-year-old  girl  and  a  13-year-old 
boy  are  among  the  50  winners  of 
TM/  UMR’s  latest  bonus  puzzle,  Feb.  13. 

Readers  who  most  quickly  ferreted  out 
the  names  of  35  prominent  men  of  the 
New  Testament  and  sent  them  off  to  us 
will  receive  a  TM/  UMR  ball-point  pen. 
Here  are  the  winners: 

Diana  Alwood,  Las  Vegas,  Nev.; 
Garland  Anderson,  Gainsboro,  Tenn.; 
Mildred  Bower,  Long  Lake,  Minn.; 
Bessie  Brison,  Dallas,  Tex.;  Mrs. 
William  Brown,  Nixon,  Tex.;  Mr.  Hugh 
Butler,  Franklin,  Tex.;  Dorothy 
Chrapliwy,  El  Paso,  Tex.;  Gladys  Cox, 
Ulysses,  Ky.;  Mildred  Daniel,  Dundee, 
Fla. 

Marlene  Davis,  Albion,  N.Y.;  Mrs.  B. 
D.  Franks,  Center,  Tex.;  Aud  Gun- 
dersen,  Parker,  S.D.;  Jack  R.  Harvison, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Gerry  Hatch,  Dallas, 
Tex.;  Erma  Heilman,  Pomona,  Kansas; 
Cole  Herder,  Humboldt,  Kansas; 
Margeret  Hickemell,  Hyattville,  Md. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Hollingsworth,  Shreveport, 
La.;  Howard  C.  Hopkins,  Russell,  Ky.; 
Mrs.  Clyde  Huff,  Wilcox,  Az. ;  Leanore 
’  Hall  Md  Neva  M.  King, 


Winona,  Minn.;  Leora  Kooser,  Scott- 
dale,  Pa.;  Lois  LaBaune,  Austin,  Tex.; 
Jonathan  Lance.  Winter  Haven,  Fla.; 
Mrs.  Paul  Largent,  Berkeley  Springs,  W. 
Va.;  Mrs.  John  Loftin,  Aransas  Pass, 
Tex. 

Barbara  Lovaasen,  Vergas,  N.M  ; 
Helen  Lucas,  Lebanon,  Va.;  Mrs.  E.  G. 
Mahoney,  Tallahassee,  Fla.;  Kathryn 
Mariz,  Pittsburg,  Calif.;  Katherine 
Means,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.;  Arthur  Mit¬ 
chell,  Skaneateles,  N.Y.;  Bill  Morphis, 
Trout,  La.;  Dorothy  Peery,  Amarillo, 
Tex.;  Kay  Plunkett,  Bossier  City,  La.; 
Mrs.  William  Quaid.  Reading,  Penn.; 
Ezro  H.  Ranck,  Mount  Joy,  Pa.;  Lydia 
Saenz,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.; 

Laren  Spear,  Decatur,  Ill.;  Peggy 
Stonebraker,  Elsberry,  Mo.;  Marcius 
Taber,  Hillsdale,  Mich.;  Jane  Thomas, 
Swink,  Colo.;  Mae  Thornhill,  Niangua, 
Mo.;  Donna  Van  Arsdale,  Washington, 
D.C.;  Benjamin  White,  Coleta,  Ill.;  Jean 
Wilcox,  Huntington  Beach,  Calif.;  P.  H. 
Wohlford,  Elkhart,  Tex. ;  Mark  Womack, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Val  Zimmer,  Red- 


After  tracing  recent  theological 
thinking  in  other  Christian  traditions,  Dr. 
Moede  asks: 

"At  the  very  time  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  (and  the  Anglican  Communion 
close  behind)  appears  to  be  modifying  its 
medieval  prelatical  style  of  episcopacy 
in  favor  of  a  more  biblically  inspired 
early  church  form,  would  the  United 
Methodist  Church  be  well  advised  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  a  management 
style,  democratically-determined 
‘presidential-term’  exercise  of 
epicopacy?” 

Dr.  Moede  also  points  to  united 
churches  formed  in  various  parts  of  the 
world  since  World  War  II  which  have 
adopted  an  episcopacy  without  a 
limitation  of  term. 

“How  much  are  United  Methodists 
willing  to  be  influenced  in  their  thinking 
by  ecumenical  statements  and  consensus 
documents?  .  .  .  How  seriously  does  the 
United  Methodist  Church  regard  the 
developments  on  this  subject  in  other 
churches?”  he  asks. 

Supporters  of  a  "term  episcopacy”  say 
it  would  allow  younger,  more  vigorous 
bishops  and  greater  rotation  in  church 
office. 

Dr.  Moede  says  the  argument  for  a 
term  episcopacy  is  made  because  of  a 
problem  which  is  "primarily  personal 
and/  or  political  —  misuse  of  power 
seems  to  be  a  particular  issue.  “But,”  he 
asks,  "is  not  a  political  problem  best 
dealt  with  through  a  political  solution? 
Cannot  more  effective  political  con¬ 
straints  be  built  around  the  office,  such 
as  those  envisioned  in  many  plans  of 
church  union?” 

He  concludes  that  a  shift  to  a  term 
episcopacy  “would  represent  a  shift  in 
the  theology  of  ordination  and  ordained 
ministry  in  effect  in  the  Methodist  family 
since  the  time  of  the  Wesleys  .  .  .  And  it 
would  raise  a  host  of  questions  in  our 
ecumenical  relationships  with  other 
churches.” 


associate  for  non-metropolitan  minis¬ 
tries  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Pro¬ 
gram  Agency),  gives  examples  of  how 
denominational  leaders  think  in  terms  of 
big  churches  at  the  expense  of  the  small. 

"Many  .  .  .  denominational  Sunday 
school  curriculums,”  Mr.  Tennies  writes, 
"are  built  on  two  assumptions  —  that  the 
teachers  will  have  a  college  education 
and  have  a  high  degree  of  intellectual 
curiosity.  Most .  .  .  require  a  great  deal 
of  study  and  planning.  The  teachers  need 
to  be  inner-directed  and  capable  of 
sorting  out  and  organizing  what  they  will 
use.” 

Mr.  Tennies  notes  that  these  skills  are 
more  likely  among  college  educated 
people,  who  are  less  likely  to  be  found  in 
small  congregations.  As  a  result,  Sunday 
school  teachers  in  small  congregations 
may  be  less  willing  to  use  the  materials. 

Mr.  Tennies  suggests  that  a  major 
problem  is  that  the  institutional  church 
has  adopted  the  "popular  standard  of 
success.” 

“In  my  judgment,”  he  says,  “the  name 
of  the  game  all  too  often  has  not  been  how 
to  be  the  best  pastor  wherever  one  is  at, 
but  how  to  work  the  system  to  land  the 
big  church  or  the  executive  job.” 

Mr.  Tennies  cites  two  "very  real  1 
problems”  —  resources  to  provide 
adequate  salaries,  and  "friction  and 
conflict  ...  in  many  small  churches, 
especially  rural  ones.” 

Mr.  Tennies  suggests  four  "practical 
ideals”  for  the  small  church: 

(1)  It  can  be  a  "close  and  supportive 

Dr.  Hargis  says 
doctrine  caused 
split  in  ranks 

TULSA,  Okla.  (RNS)  -  Anti- 
Communist  preacher  Billy  James  Hargis 
has  cited  a  doctrinal  disagreement 
between  himself  and  the  president  of 
American  Christian  College  which  led  to 
the  split  in  his  Christian  Crusade 
organization. 

In  an  exclusive  interview  with  the 
Tulsa  Tribune,  Dr.  Hargis  discussed 
some  of  the  aspects  of  the  turmoil  in  his 
organization  that  were  made  public  in  a 
recent  Time  magazine  article. 

Although  the  Time  article  had  stirred 
controversy  with  its  allegations  that  Dr. 
Hargis  had  had  sexual  relations  with  five 
students  at  the  college  —  four  of  them 
men  —  the  preacher  did  not  comment 
specifically  on  those  assertions. 

He  did  say  he  was  "not  guilty  of  all  the 
charges  leveled  against  me  in  the 
national  press,”  and  announced  that  he 
will  not  sue  Time  because  his  attorney 
had  advised  him  that  he  would  probably 
not  win  a  suit  because  he  is  a  figure  in  the 
"public  domain.” 

Dr.  Hargis  told  the  Tribune  that  he  and 
David  Noebel,  president  of  American 
Christian  College,  “have  a  basic 
religious  doctrinal  disagreement.” 

According  to  Dr.  Hargis,  "I  learned  too 
late  that  Mr.  Noebel  champions  a 
strange,  divisive  doctrine  of  hyper- 
Calvinism.” 


fellowship  in  which  people  can  develop 
commitment  to  one  another.” 

(2)  The  pastor  can  "make  the  pastoral 
task  the  major  vehicle  for  his  ministry 
developing  it  on  the  basis  of  the  image  of 
the  shepherd  who  knows  all  his  sheep  and 
is  aware  when  one  of  them  is  missing.” 

(3)  It  is  "an  excellent  opportunity  for 
the  full  development  of  the  potential  of 
each  person  and  an  adequate  recognition 
by  the  church  of  each  person’s  con¬ 
tribution.” 

(4)  Finally,  especially  a  rural  small 
church  "offers  the  pastor  unique  op¬ 
portunities  as  a  community  leader.” 

Big  churches 

pleased  with 
curriculum 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  Small  United 
Methodist  churches  are  not  as  pleased 
with  the  denomination’s  curriculum 
resources  as  are  larger  churches, 
market  research  and  church  school 
studies  indicate. 

"Appreciation  of  curriculum  resources 
is  directly  correlated  with  church  size, 
we  found  in  the  1970-71  church  school 
study,”  Dr.  Warren  Hartman  told 
TM/  UMR.  He  is  assistant  general 
secretary  of  church  school  development 
for  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  "The 
larger  the  church  the  more  pleased  they 
were  with  church  curriculum,  the 
smaller  the  church  the  less  pleased  they 
were.” 

While  over  90  percent  of  the  larger 
United  Methodist  churches  buy 
resources  from  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  (UMPH),  the  per¬ 
centage  of  churches  of  200  members  or 
fewer  using  UMPH  resources  ranges 
between  60  and  75  percent,  according  to 
Bill  Bigger,  central  research  department 
of  the  publishing  house,  Nashville. 

Dr.  Hartman  said  there  is  a  "new 
awareness  of  the  strengths  of  smaller 
churches  and  of  the  problems  curriculum 
materials  tend  to  make  for  them.”  The 
new  adult  series  "Our  Living  Bible”  and 
children’s  series  "Exploring  the  Bible” 
were  designed,  he  said,  to  overcome 
complaints  that  materials  were  written 
only  for  large  suburban  churches,  were 
too  sophisticated  in  language  and  dif¬ 
ficult  to  teach. 

Mr.  Bigger  told  TM/  UMR  that  sales  of 
the  new  children’s  series  have  "exceeded 
our  highest  hopes”  and  sales  of  the  adult 
series  were  "good.”  He  speculated  that 
the  majority  represented  transfers  from 
one  series  to  another  but  that  as  much  as 
10  percent  of  the  sales  were  to  former 
"non-users.” 

Both  Dr.  Hartman  and  Mr.  Bigger 
reported  that  the  new  series  "seem  to  be 
meeting  a  real  need,  and  much  ap¬ 
preciation  is  being  expressed  for  them.” 

No  statistics  are  available  yet  to  in¬ 
dicate  whether  there  is  increased  use  of 
the  new  curriculum  in  smaller  churches, 
but  a  research  report  should  be  available 
by  late  May,  Mr.  Bigger  said. 


TAKE  YOUR  CHURCH  TO 
PORTLAND 


With  Newscope 
Reports 

Interpreting  General  Conference  to  your  church  may  be  one  of 
the  most  important  things  you  do  in  1976  because  the  questions 
and  reactions  of  United  Methodists  will  be  crucial  to  the  ongoing 
program  of  the  United  Methodist  Church! 

NEWSCOPE  REPORTS,  produced  cooperatively  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  General  Conference,  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  and  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  is  a  series  of 
5  cassette  tapes  and  20  slides  designed  to  interpret  General 
Conference  to  local  church  groups. 

FLOYD  KALBER,  NBC  News  personality,  will  discuss  the 
principle  issues  on  cassette  #1  (issued  2  weeks  before  Confer¬ 
ence)  and  will  summarize  legislative  action  and  narrate  the  slide 
set  on  cassette  #5.  Cassettes  #2,  3,  and  4,  recorded  on  the  site, 
will  contain  addresses,  debates,  and  interviews  with  key 
persons.  The  slides  will  highlight  the  pageantry  and  visually 
present  the  Conference  in  action. 

Take  your  church  to  Portland — order  Newscope  Reports  today! 


Send  Newscope  Reports: 

- Series  of  5  cassette  tapes  and  20-piece  slide  set  Cn  $36.50 

- Series  of  5  cassette  tapes  Ca  $28.95 

- Cassette  #5  and  20-piece  slide  set  (u  S13.50 


20-piece  slide  set  (a  $7.95 

- Individual  cassette  tapes  Cu  $5.95  each 

Circle  tapes  desired  #1  #2  #3  #4  #5 
□  Payment  enclosed  □  Charge  Cokesbury  Account 

Send  to - 


City _ 

Account  number  _ 


Charge  to_ 


-State- 


City  — 

Postage  extra.  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 


(Cokesbury 


m  — « 

<  4>  m 
m  •—  z 
*0  ■»  > 
O  CO  73 


-< 

o 

o  H- 

o  00 

r-  -4 


o 

£ 


73  73 

<  i» 


O 


U1 

'O 

o 


The 


1  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
requests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 
1114  American  Bank  Building 
200  Carondelet  St. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


Louisiana 


United 


VOLUME  4  NUMBER  13 


Send  P.  ().  Form  3579  to  Box  1076  Dallas,  Texas  75221 


edition 

MARCH  12.  1976 


Hubert  Blanchard  reports 
for  Disaster  Committee: 

$40,752  for 
Guatemalan  relief 
received  as  of  3-8-76 


March  28 

125- Year  Old  Felicity 
plans  Homecoming 


Felicity  Church  of  New  Orleans  will 
have  a  Homecoming  celebration  on 
March  28,  as  the  second  feature 
celebrating  the  125th  Anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Felicity  Church 
building.  Lawson  Lee,  Pastor,  is  inviting 
all  former  and  present  friends,  pastors 
and  parsonage  families  of  Felicity  to 
attend  this  event,  which  will  begin  with  a 
worship  service  at  11  A.M.  on  the  date 
indicated. 

Featured  speaker  at  the  morning 
service  will  be  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie, 
who  was  sent  to  Felicity  in  November 
1941,  as  his  first  appointment.  Other 
former  pastors  are  expected  to  be  on 
hand,  and  following  the  worship,  a  lun¬ 
cheon  will  be  served.  The  afternoon  will 
feature  an  informal  program  and  “  .  .  .  a 
time  for  reliving  old  memories  and 
sharing  experiences.” 

Felicity  is  richly  endowed  with  both 
“memories  and  experience,”  having 
been  a  part  of  the  vital  New  Orleans 
scene  for  more  than  a  century.  The 
history  of  the  church  and  the  older 
congregations  which  were  united  to 
create  it  is  a  fascinating  part  of 
Louisiana  Methodism.  (In  a  future 
edition  of  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  some  of  the  history  will  be 
reviewed.) 

There  has  always  been  a  Felicity 
Church  on  Felicity  Street  in  New  Orleans 
since  1850,  and  although  a  fire  destroyed 


Felicity  Church 


125  Years  of  Service 
part  of  the  building  in  1887,  it  was  rebuilt 
immediately  and  rededicated  the 
following  year. 

The  church  is  active  on  the  local  scene, 
with  services  both  in  English  and  in 
Spanish,  to  serve  a  large  Spanish¬ 
speaking  community. 


First  Church,  New  Orleans  bums 
mortgage  “ahead  of  schedule” 


First  Church,  New  Orleans,  paid  off  their  building  debt  five  years  ahead  of 
schedule  and  late  last  year  the  dedication  program  was  held.  Pictured  at  the 
" burning  of  the  mortgage"  ceremonies  are  (l-r):  Dr.  Robert  F.  Dyer.  Lay  Leader; 
Ronald  C.  Durham.  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield ; 
and  the  Rev.  George  W.  Ross.  Pastor.  (Photo  by  Bryan  Berteaux,  TIMES- 
PICAYUNE.) 

Shooting  for  championship 


First  Church  Bossier  City  is  proud  of 
its  basketball  team,  and  with  cause  — 
they  have  just  ended  their  regular  season 
tied  for  first  place  in  the  Shreveport 
Church  Basketball  League.  They  will 
have  further  competition  for  the 


championship  with  three  other  teams,  all 
from  Shreveport. 

The  team  is  in  its  first  year  in  the 
church  league  and  is  coached  by  Albert 
Faulkinberry.  George  Pearce  is  Pastor; 
and  Kent  Seabaugh  is  youth  director. 


Front  row  (from  left):  Jeff  Varnell,  Jeff  Bennett,  Paul  Johnson,  Phillip  Self. 
Stuart  Haire;  back  row  (l-r)  Coach  Albert  Faulkinberry,  Tim  Davis.  Don  Pepper. 
Steve  Krantz,  Pope  Oden.  Mark  Johnson.  (Not  pictured  are  team  members  Scott 
Adams  and  Bryon  Sinclair.) 


“ Vision  for  a  new  world ” 


Southern  Conference  on 
World  Affairs  scheduled 


The  ninth  annual  Southern  Conference 
on  World  Affairs  is  scheduled  to  be  held 
in  Memphis.  Tenn.  at  Christian  Brothers 
College,  April  3-4,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  from  James  L.  Stovall, 
Chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  The  theme 
of  the  conference  is  “Vision  for  a  New- 
World. ” 

In  recent  years  the  conference  has 
been  sponsored  by  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  and  other  groups,  of 
which  our  conference  Board  of  Church 


and  Society  is  one. 

Mr.  Stovall  indicates  that  the  keynote 
speaker  is  Bill  Ramsey,  Peace  Education 
Director  of  the  American  Friends  Ser¬ 
vice  Committee,  and  that  “issue  groups" 
will  deal  with  a  variety  of  subjects 
ranging  from  “Angola  and  the  New 
Africa"  to  “The  Women's  Movement" 
and  others. 

Information  is  available  by  writing  to: 
Gerard  A.  Venderhaar,  Christian 
Brothers  College,  650  East  Parkway 
South.  Memphis,  Tenn.  38104. 


UMW  Jurisdictional 
Meeting  to  be  held 


Napoleon  Avenue 
introduces 


in  Kansas  City 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Quadrennial  Meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women  is  scheduled  for  April 
2-4  in  Kansas  City,  according  to  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward,  Louisiana  Conference 
President. 

Ten  representatives  from  our  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  attending  the  meeting. 
The  six  voting  delegates,  elected  at  the 
UMW  Annual  Meeting  last  fall  are:  Mrs. 
Walter  Brock,  Mrs.  Robert  Brupbacher, 
Jr.,  Mrs.  Edward  Carruth,  Mrs.  Marcus 
Burks,  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Perry,  and  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward. 

Also,  delegates  to  General  Conference 
who  will  attend  include  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  and  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery, 
who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Jurisdiction 
Core  Planning  Group. 

Mrs.  Charles  McGowan,  Women’s 
Division  member  and  a  delegate  to 
Jurisdictional  Conference  will  be  at  the 
Kansas  City  meeting,  as  will  Mrs.  J. 
Vernita  Booker,  also  a  delegate  to 
Jurisdictional. 


Lenten  emphasis 

The  congregation  of  Napoleon  Avenue 
Church  in  New  Orleans  gathered  on 
Sunday  evening,  February  22  for 
fellowship  and  the  introduction  to  the 
Lenten  Emphasis  centering  around  the 
Crossbearer  Program. 

After  a  period  of  fellowship  and  supper, 
sponsored  by  UMW,  and  following  a 
worship  program,  the  Crossbearer 
Program  was  presented  by  District 
Superintendent  Alfred  Norris. 

At  the  conclusion,  the  congregation 
was  presented  a  pocket  cross  by  the 
pastor,  Calvin  Lapuyade.  The  crosses 
will  be  “on  loan”  until  Easter,  at  which 
time  members  will  decide  whether  they 
will  keep  the  crosses,  symbolizing  the 
meaning  of  crossbearing,  or  return  them. 

During  the  Lenten  Season,  the  pastor 
will  speak  on  each  Sunday  to  one  of  the 
‘'crosswords”  —  Christ,  Response, 
Others,  Self  Service.  The  evening  service 
will  be  a  time  of  discussion  and  feedback 
on  the  subject  introduced  that  morning. 


Centenary's  Cline  Room 
is  archives  repository 


Round  Grove  holds  Youth  Day  Program 

■ 


Participating  in  dedicatory  program  for  Ezell  Chapel  were,  from  left:  W.  A.  J. 
Lewis.  Superintendent  Terrel  J.  DeVille,  Tommy  Pixton,  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill, 
Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield,  Judge  Chris  Barnette.  District  Superintendent  Edward 
Thomas,  and  Chaplain  Doug  Williams,  Jr.  (Photo  courtesy  of  RUSTON  DAILY 
LEADER.) 


Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  dedicated  the 
Ezell  Chapel  on  the  campus  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston  on  February  22.  At  the  same  time 
the  remodeled  structure  was  presented 
for  dedication  in  memory  of  the  late  Rev. 
Harry  Ezell,  who  served  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Home  for  13  years  begin¬ 
ning  in  1960. 

An  overflow  crowd  in  the  Chapel  heard 
special  remembrances  of  the  former 
superintendent;  and  members  of  his 
family  present  for  the  occasion  included 


Richard  Ezell,  Ruston;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Larry  Ezell.  New  Orleans;  Bobby  Ezell 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Ezell,  Ruston. 

The  Ezell  Chapel  was  moved  to  the 
local  campus  after  World  War  II,  when 
the  building  was  used  for  worship  at  Ft. 
Polk.  It  has  been  renovated  and 
modernized  and  was  presented  to  the 
Bishop  free  and  clear  of  debt  by  Home 
Board  President  W.  A.  J.  Lewis.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  building  committee  for  the 
project  included  Lucius  McGehee, 
chairman;  Floyd  B.  James,  Mrs.  G.  E. 
Laskey  and  Roy  C.  Windsor. 


The  archives  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  of  our  Church  are  housed  in  the 
Cline  Room  in  Centenary  College’s 
Library.  The  archives  of  our  conferences 
are  in  “good  company,”  for  the  same 
Cline  Room  also  houses  Centenary's  rare 
book  collection  along  with  the  archives  of 
the  college,  the  manuscript  collections 
gathered  by  the  College,  and  the 
manuscript  collections  of  the  North 
Louisiana  Historical  Association.  The 
room  also  contains  important  histories  of 
the  South,  of  Louisiana,  and  of 
Methodism,  as  well  as  more  general 
works  of  history. 

Ms.  Diane  Kaplan  is  Archivist,  and  she 
has  recently  indicated  to  this  newspaper 
that  she  staffs  this  important  room  on  a 
regular  basis.  This  is  of  particular  in¬ 
terest  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists 
who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the 


This  photograph  shows  some  of  the  participants  in  a  special  "Youth  Day 
Program"  held  at  Round  Grove  Church,  Shreveport.  Young  people  of  the  church 
hold  programs  monthly  at  the  church,  and  the  entire  congregation  is  involved. 
Youth  counselors  include:  Mrs.  Irene  Whitaker,  Mrs.  Hixie  Taylor,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Nickerson,  and  Mrs.  Charlene  Murray.  James  Graham  is  Pastor. 

Brotherhood  Sunday  observed 


Former  Superintendent  honored 

Bishop  Crutchfield  dedicates  chapel 


valuable  information  gathered  in  one 
place. 

Schedule  for  the  current  semester  is 
8:30  A.M. -12:30  P.M.  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Fridays;  1:00  P.M.-5 
P.M.  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays;  or  by 
special  arrangement. 

There  are  certain  regulations  which 
govern  use  of  the  archives,  and  a 
statement  of  Policies  should  be  consulted 
before  using  the  room.  Since  all  of  the 
materials  are  rare,  it  is  necessary  that 
rules  are  enforced. 


Ms.  Kaplan  indicates  that  the  Cline 
Room  of  Centenary  is  interested  in  “ 
obtaining  additional  collections 
personal  papers  which  relate  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodism,  the  history  of  Centenary 
College,  or  the  history  of  the  South  in 
general  ...” 


Bishop’s  Message 

As  we  departed  home  this  morning  en  route  to  the  office,  we  saw  an  unusual 
but  typical  New  Orleans  sight.  A  young  man,  perhaps  between  19  and  24  years 
of  age,  was  seated  on  the  edge  of  our  street-side  lawn  with  legs  crossed,  hands 
folded  as  if  in  prayer,  eyes  closed,  but  face  uplifted  to  the  morning  sun.  His 
apparel  was  clean  and  neat,  but  typical  of  his  age.  For  a  short  while  we  looked 
at  this  meditating  youth  unaware  of  his  beholders.  Obviously  he  belonged  to  the 
transcendental  meditation  group  in  our  neighborhood.  He  seemed  to  be  soaking 
up  the  sun  in  a  prayerful  spirit. 

I  thought  about  it  for  a  long  time  this  morning,  for  Lent  approaches  and  this  is 
the  traditional  period  of  prayer  and  meditation  for  Christians.  I  cannot  quarrel 
with  the  young  man’s  TM  exercises,  though  I  hold  skepticisms  for  its  non- 
intellectual  framework  —  its  askew  philosophical  foundation  —  and  I  harbor 
some  doubts  especially  about  the  ability  of  persons  in  our  culture  to  engage  in 
this  practice  for  any  length  of  time  without  the  help  of  a  stronger  theological 
affirmation.  The  TM  advocates  have  an  inadequate  frame  of  reference,  and  the 
ultimate  end  of  their  practices  may  not  produce  “those  fruits  of  the  Christian 
spirit"  that  we  prize  so  much;  yet  the  young  man  and  others  like  him  are  to  be 
commended  on  the  discipline  and  the  experience  of  that  to  which  they  submit 
themselves,  and  I  would  not  quarrel  with  anyone  who  affirms  blessings  from 
this  source. 

However,  I  am  more  concerned  that  church-going  Christians  whose  lives 
have  been  exposed  to  the  unsearchable  riches  and  the  inestimable  treasures  of 
spiritual  truth  miss  the  same  because  of  that  lack  of  inner  discipline  required  to 
receive  the  treasures  and  the  truth.  Let  us  find  no  fault  with  the  youngsters  who 
sit  akimbo  on  the  lawn  with  closed  eyes  meditating,  for  however  inadequate 
their  frame  of  reference,  their  spiritual  hunger  has  found  expression.  What 
about  those  of  us  who  are  bidden  to  the  royal  banquet  table  of  our  Christ  where 
the  spiritual  feast  is  limitless  and  enduring,  but  who  at  the  same  time  choose  to 
feast  only  on  spiritual  crackers  and  cheese,  and  then  at  a  fast  gulping  pace? 
Maybe  —  just  maybe  —  we  ought  to  close  our  eyes  and  lift  our  faces  to  the 
morning  sun,  or  do  something  that  will  give  God’s  Spirit  a  chance  to  move 
within  us. 

Lent  is  the  time. 

Faithfully. 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


At  St.  Paul’s,  Baton  Rouge 


An  annual  observance  at  St.  Paul's. 
Baton  Rouge,  is  Brotherhood  Sunday 
opening  Brotherhood  Week.  Speakers 
from  the  Jewish  faith  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  churches  of  the 
community  share  in  delivering  messages 
on  “Brotherhood."  The  1976  observance 
featured  Mrs.  Samual  J.  Helfman  of  the 
Liberal  Synagogue  and  a  national 


director  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Temple  Sisterhood,  who  represented  the 
Jewish  religion;  Bruno  Rizzo,  Parish 
Council  President  of  the  St.  Isidore 
Catholic  Church;  and  Conrad  Adams, 
President  of  the  Congregation  of  the 
First  Christian  Church  of  Baton  Rouge, 
Protestant  speaker.  Bill  McCutcheon  is 
Pastor  of  St.  Paul’s. 


Participants  in  Brotherhood  observance. 


Conference  member  is  chief 
at  Nashville  VA  Hospital 


The  first  Chief  of  the  Chaplain  Service, 

Veterans  Administration  Hospital  in 
Nashville,  Tenn,  is  the  Rev.  Thomas  M. 

Babington,  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Chaplain  Babington  has  been  serving 
since  1974  as  acting  chief  of  the  service 
and  adjunct  professor  of  the  Divinity 
School  at  Vanderbilt  University.  He  is 
currently  an  officer  in  the  U.S.  Army 
Reserve  and  served  during  the  Korean 
Conflict  on  active  duty  in  the  U.  S.  Coast 
Guard.  He  is  highly  qualified  for  his  new 
position,  both  through  educational 
background  and  experience  in  various 
facets  of  the  ministry. 

In  1972,  Chaplain  Babington  received 
the  VA  Superior  Performance  Award  for 
his  work  in  developing  and  supervising 
an  accredited  program  of  clinical 
pastoral  education  for  U.  S.  Army 
Chaplains.  For  his  leadership  in  the  care 
of  Vietnam  veterans  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  educational  affiliation  with 
the  U.  S.  Army  Chaplain  School,  he  also 
received  an  award  in  1974. 

Chaplain  Babington  is  a  native  of 
Franklinton,  and  he  and  his  family  make  their  home  in  Nashville. 
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Editor 

Baptism:  A  high  and  holy  rite 
which  is  too  often  misunderstood 


There  is  an  ever-present  danger  of  the 
great  sacramental  rites  of  the  church 
being  taken  for  granted  or  perverted 
because  of  misunderstanding. 

No  rite  in  our  church  is  more 
frequently  misunderstood  than  baptism 
—  particularly  infant  baptism  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

A  recent  episode  of  “All  in  the  Family” 
provided  the  epitome  of  a  superstitious 
understanding  of  baptism.  Archie 
Bunker  was  so  determined  that  his  infant 
grandson  be  baptized— “to  save  him 
from  going  to  hell  if  he  dies”— that  he 
stooped  first  to  deceit  and  finally  to  per¬ 
forming  a  “baptismal”  rite  himself  in  a 
vacant  sanctuary. 

Our  understanding  of  baptism  may 
also  be  distorted  by  treating  it  as  a 
“cute”  or  “sentimental”  rite  rather  than 
as  a  Christian  sacrament.  Such  misun¬ 
derstanding  is  heightened  when  the  rite 
is  thought  of  as  “christening”  or  “dedica¬ 
tion”  rather  than  “Christian  baptism.” 

Our  church,  unlike  some  denomina¬ 
tions,  affirms  several  forms  of  baptizing 
—sprinkling,  pouring  and  immersion— as 
equally  valid.  The  form  of  the  rite  is  not 
so  important  as  its  religious  symbolism, 
symbolism. 

Whether  one  is  baptized  as  a  child  or  as 
an  adult,  baptism  signifies  one's  initia¬ 
tion  and  acceptance  into  the  household  of 
faith,  and  one’s  receipt  of  God’s 
unmerited  grace  through  Jesus  Christ. 
Understood  in  this  way,  it  is  immaterial 

G.C.  petition 
deadline  near 

The  deadline  for  submitting  petitions  to 
the  1976  General  Conference  is  rapidly 
approaching. 

Any  individual  or  group  within  our 
church  can  submit  petitions  to  add  to, 
subtract  from  or  amend  portions  of  our 
“Discipline." 

Each  petition  submitted  is  assigned 
upon  receipt,  to  a  legislative  committee 
for  initial  consideration  and  votes  of  ei¬ 
ther  “concurrence"  or  “non-concur¬ 
rence."  They  are  then  sent  to  the  full 
General  Conference  in  plenary  session. 

Rules  for  submitting  petitions  are  as 
follows:  (1)  The  petition  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  “to  the  members  of  the  General 
Conference,"  and  include  the  local 
church  and  signature  of  the  petitioner; 
(2)  Each  petition  should  deal  with  only 
one  subject;  (3)  Three  copies  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  should  be  submitted;  (4)  All 
petitions  must  be  received  by  the 
secretary  30  days  prior  to  the  opening  of 
General  Conference  (March  27);  (5)  Pe¬ 
titions  should  be  sent  to:  the  Rev.  Newell 
Knudson,  P.O.  Box  4866,  Eureka, 
California  95501. 

The  General  Conference  will  have 
plenty  to  occupy  its  time  without  further 
petitions  being  submitted !  But  if  you 
have  a  change  to  propose,  this  is  your  op¬ 
portunity  to  participate  in  our  church’s 
democratic  process  of  making  decisions. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  Anthony,  Fla.  edition 

With  this  issue  Anthony,  SpaiY  and 
Fort  McCoy  congregations  in  Anthony, 
Florida  are  initiating  a  joint  TM/  UMR 
edition  whereby  their  news  is  published 
each  week  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  all  member  families. 

These  new  subscribing  congregations, 
in  the  Gainesville  District  of  the  Florida 
Conference,  will  have  a  combined  cir¬ 
culation  of  250.  Their  edition  will  increase 
to  180  the  number  of  local  church  editions 
produced  by  TM/  UMR  each  week. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations,  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  our 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor." 
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whether  or  not  an  infant  being  baptized 
understands  the  religious  significance  of 
the  act  at  the  time  of  baptism.  The  child 
subsequently  accepts— or  decides  not  to 
accept—  the  Christian  life  for  himself 
when  he  is  old  enough  to  be  confirmed 
into  the  church’s  membership. 

For  United  Methodists,  baptism  is  not 
merely  an  individual  act.  It  involves  the 
parents  and  the  entire  Christian  com¬ 
munity  in  a  commitment  to  nurture  the 
person  being  baptized  in  the  Christian 
faith,  and  to  live  before  him  a  life  “that 
becomes  the  gospel.” 

As  a  church,  we  do  not  believe  in  “re¬ 
baptism.”  God’s  cleansing  grace,  as  sig¬ 
nified  in  baptism,  cannot  be  lost  or  added 
to  by  any  subsequent  act.  That  grace  is 
an  assurance  given  once  and  for  all  time. 

The  “Service  of  Baptism,  Confirmation 
and  Renewal”  just  released  by  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Discipleship  Worship 
Section  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue)  is  an  alternate  service  with  the 
potential  for  helping  congregations  to 
realize  and  affirm  more  fully  the 
sacramental  significance  of  baptism.  It 
also  provides  an  opportunity  for  persons 
tangibly  to  renew  their  baptismal  vows 
and  spiritual  commitment. 

Whatever  ritual  form  is  used,  the 
initiation  of  a  person  into  the  Christian 
community  through  baptism  is  a  high 
and  holy  occasion.  Regular  efforts  should 
be  made  in  every  local  church  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  meaning  of  baptism  so  that  it 
will  be  understood  as  having  no  less 
importance  than  it  should. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  ItEPORTEFi 


puu,  a i  a  urch 

By  MAVIS  WILLIAMS 
Old  Hickory.  Tennessee 

If  you  should  find  the  perfect  church 
Without  one  fault  or  smear, 

For  goodness  sake!  don't  join  that 
church 

You'd  spoil  the  atmosphere. 


If  you  should  find  the  perfect  church 
Where  all  anxieties  cease 
Then  pass  it  by  lest  joining  it 
You  mar  the  masterpiece. 

If  you  should  find  the  perfect  church 
Then  don't  you  ever  dare, 

To  tread  upon  such  holy  ground, 
You'd  be  a  misfit  there. 

But  since  no  perfect  church  exists 
Made  of  imperfect  men, 

Then  let's  cease  looking  for  that 
church 

And  love  the  church  we’re  in. 

Of  course  it’s  not  a  perfect  church, 
That's  simple  to  discern 
But  you  and  I  and  all  of  us 
Could  cause  the  tide  to  turn. 

What  fools  we  are  to  flee  our  post 
In  that  unfruitful  search 
To  find  at  last  where  problems  loom 
God  proudly  builds  His  Church. 

So  let's  keep  working  in  our  church 
Until  the  resurrection. 

And  then  we  each  will  join  that 
church 

Without  an  imperfection. 


MARCH  12, 1976 


Here  I  Stand 

Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference: 
valuable  part  of  church’s  mission 


By  ADRIAN  J.  ROBERTS 

In  1968  when  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  and  the  Methodist 
Church  merged  to  form  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  I  was  serving  First 
Methodist  Church,  Covington,  Kentucky. 
We  began  to  read  about  Red  Bird 
Mission,  Inc.  at  Beverly,  Ky.  In  1970  we 
took  a  group  of  laypersons  on  a  tour  of  the 
Mission  to  learn  first-hand  what  our 
church  was  doing  in  Appalachia.  We 
were  greatly  impressed. 

In  1974  Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson 
appointed  me  Superintendent  of  the 
Barbourville  District.  All  of  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  and  The  Red  Bird 
Mission,  Inc.  work  is  in  the  bounds  of  this 
district.  As  superintendent  of  this 
district,  I  am  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Red  Bird  Mission,  Inc.  and 
work  closely  with  Dr.  John  Bischoff, 
Superintendent  of  The  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference. 

We  are  located  in  the  heart  of  Kentucky 
Appalachia.  This  area  is  rich  in  natural 
resources,  such  as  timber,  coal  and  other 
mineral  deposits.  However,  many  of  the 
land  owners  of  Appalachia  do  not  own  the 
mineral  rights.  These  rights  were  bought 
many  years  ago  by  corporations  which, 
for  the  most  part,  are  based  outside 
Kentucky  Appalachia.  These  cor¬ 
porations  haul  the  wealth  out  and  pay 
little  or  no  taxes  while  the  land  owners 
pay  the  taxes  and  get  little  or  nothing 
from  the  wealth  of  the  natural  re- 


What  does  ‘setting  priorities’  mean? 


To  the  Editor: 

If  we  are  to  have  priorities  as  a  church, 
then  we  should  give  them  priority  sup¬ 
port,  as  you  say  in  your  Feb.  20  editorial. 
It  will  be  easy  for  General  Conference  to 
vote  for  support  of  these  popular  con¬ 
cerns  (hunger,  ethnic  minorities  and 
evangelism)  if  it  means  no  one  has  to  do 
anything  about  it  unless  after  doing  all 
else  that  is  asked,  they  feel  up  to  this 
“extra  priority.” 

To  me  a  priority  means  you  stop  doing 
some  other  things  felt  to  be  less  im¬ 
portant  and  put  time,  energy  and  funds 
where  it’s  most  needed.  Even  as  a  10 
million  member  church,  our  resources 
are  limited.  We  can  not  do  everything  we 
wish  we  could. 

Therefore,  if  we  vote  priorities  and 
mean  it,  they  should  receive  the  first 
funding  and  the  other  concerns  the  left¬ 
overs,  as  they  would  in  any  home 
budget.  If  they  cannot  win  that  kind  of 
support,  then  obviously,  they  are  not 
priorities. 

The  basic  questions  in  all  of  this  are:  do 
we  want  to  look  good,  or  do  we  want  to  do 
something?  Do  we  have  entrenched 
priorities  of  years  past  which  continue  to 
absorb  our  time,  energy  and  funds  long 
after  we  should  have  moved  on?  And, 
how  can  new  priorities  be  kept  from 
becoming  a  perpetual  burden  hindering 
flexible  response  and  mission  by  our 
church  in  the  future? 

I  hope  General  Conference  gets  a 
chance  for  a  meaningful  vote  on  these 
(and)  other  priority  issues  by  having  to 
choose  between  which  things  shall  be 
done.  Then  it  will  face  the  ire  and  lob¬ 
bying  of  those  interested  in  concerns 
being  reduced  In  funding  and  staff. 
Priorities  so  tested  will  be  more  real  to 
all  of  us  than  any  easy  “tack  ons”  would 
ever  be.  ^  Christopher  Ives 

Littleton,  New  Hampshire 

Another  ethical  concern 

to  be  considered 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  articles  by 
Sharon  Mielke  in  the  January  23  and  30 
and  February  6  issued  of  TM/  UMR 
concerning  ministerial  ethics. 

I  agree  with  all  the  areas  discussed  as 
valid  ethical  concepts  for  ordained 
persons,  but  there  is  one  other  question  I 
would  like  to  raise,  i.e.,  what  about  the 
ethics  of  a  person  —  ministerial  or  lay  — 
who  accepts  an  office  or  position  of 
authority  within  the  structure  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  then 
teaches  doctrines  contrary  to  the  Articles 
of  Religion  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Confession  of  Faith  of  the 
former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church? 

If  a  candidate  for  ordination  cannot 
affirm  his  unqualified  support  of  our 
Articles,  then  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Board  of  Ministry  has  the  responsibility 
to  reject  such  an  applicant.  At  the  very 
least,  the  Board  should  advise  the  annual 
conference  of  this  fact  before  said  ap¬ 
plicant  is  voted  upon. 

But,  even  if  the  conference  votes  af¬ 
firmatively,  I  still  question  the  ethics  of 
uniting  with  a  denomination  whose  ar¬ 
ticles  of  faith  are  different  from  one’s 
own  beliefs,  since  such  a  person’s  main 
role  is  one  of  leadership. 

Donald  O.  Collins 
Campbelltown,  Pennsylvania 

DD’s  shouldn’t  be  necessary 

To  the  Editor: 

Gail  Driskill’s  letter  on  honorary 
doctoral  degrees  (TM/  UMR,  Feb.  13) 
caught  my  attention.  In  awarding 
degrees.  United  Methodism  and  our 
seminaries  are  fifty  years  behind  the 
times. 

My  story  is  like  many  other  ministers. 
Upon  completion  of  my  seminary  degree, 

I  had  acquaired  one  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  (one  hundred,  thirty-two 
semester  hours)  and  one  Bachelor  of 
Divinity  degree  (ninety-two  graduate 
hours).  Later,  for  $25  and  my  old 
diploma,  my  B.D.  degree  was  exchanged 


for  a  Master  of  Theology  degree. 

When  assigned  to  a  university  com¬ 
munity,  I  discovered  to  my  dismay  that 
many  doctoral  degrees  required  no  more 
—  and  often  fewer  —  hours  than  a  M.  Th. 
degree.  Similar  efforts  would  have 
earned  a  doctoral  degree.  The  question  is 
not  what  was  earned,  but  what  degree 
was  awarded. 

One  question  remains,  “Why  bother?” 
Other  disciplines  know  the  value  of  a 
degree  and  title.  The  church  has  not 
yet  acknowledged  its  importance. 
Physicians  do  not  wait  for  old  age  or  high 
reputation  before  bestowing  a  doctoral 
degree.  Even  young  men  and  women  in 
training  are  often  addressed  as  doctor. 
The  law  degree  is  a  Doctor  of 
Jurisprudence. 

Does  a  title  increase  effectiveness? 
Yes.  Titles  open  doors  and  minds,  while 
others  —  some  better  qualified  —  stand 
outside.  It  would  help  a  minister’s  self- 
image11  and,  thus,  increase  his/  her  ef¬ 
fectiveness. 

Seminaries  do  a  good  job  training 
United  Methodist  ministers.  Why  do  they 
deny  them  this  important  key?  A  doc¬ 
toral  degree  would  help  the  local  pastor 
do  a  better  job. 

Yes,  Gail,  UM  ministers  detest 
honorary  doctorates.  In  most  other 
disciplines,  they  would  have  had  an 
“earned”  one. 

Connell  Ghormley 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Editorial  on  community 

developers  ill-conceived 

To  the  Editor: 

Are  we  now  to  understand  that  the 
church  is  embarrassed  to  ask  its  em¬ 
ployees  and  representatives  in  ministry 
if  they  believe  in  God?  Your  editorial  of 
February  27  entitled  “Are  ‘community 
developers’  ‘missionaries’?”  seems  to 
suggest  so. 

Surely  ours  is  the  task  of  ministry, 
often  to  those  who  will  not  hear  our 
message.  Yet  it  would  seem  that  those 
who  minister  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
ought  at  least  to  be  able  to  answer  the 
question  “Why  do  you  do  this?  Whom  do 
you  represent?” 

I  am  afraid  that  your  editorial  position 
on  this  matter  is  ill-conceived  and 
symptomatic  of  a  church-wide  desire  to 
be  “open”  and  “pluralistic”  to  the  point 
of  absurdity.  Joe  p  peabody 

Winterville,  Georgia 

Strong  defense  against 

communist  threat  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

Bishop  Washburn’s  attack  against 
increased  defense  spending  (TM/  UMR, 
Feb.  20)  will  no  doubt  be  quite  popular 
among  those  who  are  totally  and  com¬ 
pletely  ignorant  regarding  defense  ex¬ 
penditures  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Charging  that  reliance  on  military 
violence  is  an  “enemy  of  peace,"  the 
Bishop  expressed  “profound  uneasiness” 
over  Secretary  Rumsfeld’s  request  to  the 
Congress.  I  assume  that  the  Bishop,  a 
dedicated  disciple  of  peace,  conveyed  a 
similar  message  to  the  leaders  in  the 
Kremlin,  expressing  the  same 
“uneasiness"  over  their  defense  ex¬ 
penditures  which  greatly  EXCEED  ours. 
The  Bishop  goes  on  to  say  that  Secretary 
Rumsfeld’s  proposals  would  “take  our 
nation  further  away  from  the  possibility 
of  peace  and  further  away  from  the 
redefinition  of  national  goals  and 
priorities  which  are  essential  to  the 
United  States.” 

Considering  Bishop  Washburn’s 
“pilgrimage"  to  Hanoi  in  December  1974 
when,  in  clear  violation  of  the  1973 
agreements,  communist  troops  were 
moving  in  for  the  final  slaughter  of  South 
Vietnam;  considering  his  appearance  in 
Washington  the  following  month  with  the 
likes  of  Tom  Hayden,  Bella  Abzug  and 
Senator  George  McGovern,  I  expected  no 
less  from  him. 

The  Bishop  seems  to  forget  that  it  was 


Almighty  God  that  gave  this  nation  the 
strength  in  terms  of  military  power  that 
destroyed  Hitler  and  Tojo  in  World  War 
Two.  He  forgets  also  that  while  this 
country  cut  their  military  spending  after 
the  war,  the  communists  increased  theirs 
with  the  result  that  the  Korean  War 
caught  us  completely  ill-equipped. 

I  pray  to  God  that  He  gives  this  nation 
the  'same  strength  to  stand  up  to 
whatever  evil  we  face  and  live  the  way 
he  intended  —  in  complete  freedom  and 
not  in  the  chains  of  communist  op¬ 
pression. 

Take  note  Bishop  Washburn,  the 
Communist  Monster  enjoys  the  taste  of 
American  Doves.  Despite  the  anti-war 
people,  he’s  still  a  little  leary  about  the 
American  Eagle  because  the  claws  are 
still  sharp  and  we  freedom  loving 
Americans  intend  to  keep  them  that 

way  Ron  Williams  Peters 

Chicago,  Illinois 


sources.  This  results  in  the  area 
being  depressed  in  every  facet  of 
life.  The  people  outside  the  county  seat 
towns,  and  in  particular  those  who  live  in 
the  outlying  areas  up  the  creeks  and 
hollows,  are  poor  and  cannot  support  a 
well-trained,  full-time  ministry. 

The  Kentucky  Annual  Conference  has 
discovered  that  a  lack  of  resources  in 
manpower  and  finances  has  made  it  very 
difficult,  and  in  many  cases  impossible, 
to  continue  supplying  the  churches  of  this 
area  with  adequately  trained  pastoral 
leadership.  The  Missionary  Conference 
concept  gives  The  United  Methodist 
Church  at  large  an  opportunity  to  share 
its  resources  in  manpower  and  finances 
to  minister  to  the  needs  of  the  people  of 
Appalachia  in  an  effective  way. 

The  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  is 
in  the  process  of  supplying  eight  of  the 
churches  formerly  supplied  by  the 
Kentucky  Conference.  These  churches 
now  have  adequately  trained  pastoral 
leadership  and  are  beginning  to  show 
some  signs  of  renewed  interest. 

Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  and 
its  related  work  is  one  of  the  two 
remaining  entities  of  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church.  As 
such,  it  has  ties  of  interest  with  all  the 
churches  of  that  strain  of  United 
Methodism.  The  former  Methodist 
Churches  are  just  now  beginning  to  get 
acquainted  with  this  work.  To  do  away 
with  the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference 
and  try  to  absorb  it  in  the  Kentucky 
Annual  Conference,  even  as  a  Missionary 
District,  would  lose  much,  if  not  most,  of 
that  interest  and  support. 

There  are  those  who  say  that  the  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference  has  too 


Adrian  Roberts 

much  paternal  oversight  of  the  churches. 
My  experience  with  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference  is  that  there  is  no  more 
paternal  oversight  to  the  churches  of  that 
conference  than  there  is  to  the  churches 
of  my  own  conference,  or  any  other 
conference  in  United  Methodism.  Just 
because  the  pastor  is  brought  in  from 
outside  the  area  does  not  necessarily 
mean  “paternal  oversight.”  Young 
people  from  the  area  who  enter  the 
pastoral  ministry  usually  do  not  return  to 
the  area  to  serve.  The  Conference  is 
made  up  of  an  equal  representation  of 
laity  and  clergy,  just  as  any  other  annual 
conference.  Therefore,  the  local  church 
has  a  voice  in  its  program  and  ministry 
just  as  any  other  local  church  in  any 
annual  conference.  It  is  a  Missionary 
Conference  in  that  it  draws  its  leadership 
and  major  financial  support  from  the 
church  at-large. 

The  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  is 
serving  an  area  in  Southeastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  which  is  mission  territory.  United 
Methodism  would  miss  a  golden  op¬ 
portunity  in  ministry  to  people  if  it 
ceased  to  administer  it  as  such. 

" Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Adrian  J.  Roberts,  is  superintendent  of 
the  Barbourville  District  in  the  Kentucky 
Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (maximum  length  three 
typewritten,  double-spaced  pages)  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,”  TM-UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 


My  Witness 


An  expression  of  faith 
beyond  one’s  lifetime 


MY  PARENTS 
KEEP  &U661HG  ME 
TO  MAKE  BETTER 
6RAVES 


I'M  PETERMINEP 
TO  GfT  /N  TNERE 
ANP  MAKE 
STRAIGHT  A'S 


This  week’s  witness  comes  from 
beyond  the  lifetime  of  the  contributor. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Hetlage  of  Kewanee, 
Missouri,  who  died  in  November  of  1975, 
was  a  successful  business  woman. 
During  her  lifetime  she  gave  scholarship 
support  to  one  or  more  ministerial 
students  at  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 
since  the  first  class  enrolled  in  1959. 

In  preparing  for  stewardship  to  be 
fulfilled  beyond  her  lifetime,  Mrs. 
Hetlage  designated  a  1/  8tfr  remainder  of 


I'LL  APPLY  TUB 
SAME  PRINCIPLES 
MY  PAP  U&S 
IN  80S/NESS... 


giniM  r 


Myth  or  reality? 

Many  victims  of  serious  crimes 
never  make  reports  to  police 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  another  in  a 
series  of  articles  answering  myths  on 
crime  and  justice  in  America.  The 
column  is  written  by  a  prominent 
Christian  ethicist.  Dr.  L.  Harold  DeWolf, 
and  is  taken  from  his  soon  to  he  published 
book  “What  Americans  Should  Do  About 
Crime.”  That  book  has  been  endorsed  by 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
and  will  serve  as  a  resource  on  the 
subject  at  the  UMC’s  upcoming  General 
Conference. 

Myth:  Most  serious  crimes  are 
reported  to  the  police. 

Reality:  About  half  of  Index-type 
crimes  (murder,  rape,  robbery,  etc.)  are 
reported  to  the  police.  Only  homicides 
and  motor  vehicle  thefts  are  reported 
fairly  reliably.  “Murder  will  out,”  and 
owners  of  stolen  cars  want  to  collect  their 
insurance. 

Victims  who  do  not  report  crimes  to  the 
police  give  many  reasons.  Some  are 
afraid  the  criminals  will  take  vengeance 
against  them.  Many  say  they  think  the 
police  could  not  or  would  not  do  anything 
anyway.  Others  say  that  even  if  the 
police  caught  the  villains,  the  courts 
would  probably  turn  them  loose.  A  few 
victims  say  that  if  the  offenders  were 
sent  to  prison  they  would  only  be  abused 
and  made  worse  than  they  were  before. 
Many  say  simply  that  the  crime  has 
already  caused  them  enough  trouble. 
Why  ask  for  the  hassle  of  police 
questioning,  time-consuming  ap¬ 
pearances  in  court  waiting  to  testify,  the 
indignities  of  cross-examination  and 
possibly  lurid  accounts  by  news  report¬ 
ers? 

Many  of  the  victims  who  do  report  are 
impelled  by  conscientious  concern  for 
possible  future  victims.  Should  we  in  the 
churches  lay  more  stress  on  this 
obligation?  -f 

+  Substance  from  the  book  WHAT  AMERICANS 
SHOULD  DO  ABOUT  CRIME  by  L.  Harold 
OeWolf.  to  be  published  by  Harper  and  Row  In 
March,  1976  (S2.95).  Documentation  of  facts  ap¬ 
pears  in  his  larger  book  CRIME  AND  JUSTICE  IN 


AMERICA;  A  PARADOX  OF  CONSCIENCE 
(Harper  and  Row,  Fall,  1975:  $15).  Research  and 
writing  of  both  books  were  aided  by  an  expense 
grant  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities.  Items  expressed  do  not  necessarily 
represent  view  of  the  Endowment.  Used  here  by 
special  copyright  permission  of  Harper  and  Row. 


her  estate  to  Saint  Raul.  She  had  also 
added  a  codicil  to  her  will  giving  a  160- 
acre  farm  in  southeast  Missouri  to  Saint 
Paul,  with  one  half  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  property  to  be  used  to 
establish  an  endowed  scholarship  as  a 
memorial  to  her  husband,  Fred  Hetlage. 

The  final  page  of  her  will  expresses  the 
commitment  that  continues  her  Christian 
stewardship  beyond  her  lifetime: 

“I  believe  that  the  world  and  all  that  is 
in  it  beongs  to  God,  and  I  am  only  a 
tenant  in  God’s  world. 

“I  consider  in  the  truest  seqse  YOUR 
WILL  IS  YOUR  WITNESS.  Material 
goods  represent  the  individual,  and  his 
labor,  and  his  thrift.  What  he  does  with 
these  goods  is  a  testimony  to  what  he 
holds  truly  important. 

“What  we  are  and  what  we  have  in¬ 
volves  a  destiny  to  the  extent  that  what 
one  keeps  or  hoards,  he  loses;  what  one 
gives  he  preserves.  In  this  light  I  desire 
to  continue  to  serve  God  and  be  of  help 
for  many  years  to  those  I  expect  to 
survive  me. 

“I  have  received  great  joy,  satisfaction 
and  blessings  from  the  students  to  whom 
I  have  given  assistance,  and  to  be  a 
partner  in  training  young  men  and 
women  for  effective  Christian  services  is 
to  me  the  most  profitable  investment  I 
have  ever  made.  Such  an  investment,  I 
trust,  will  start  a  chain  reaction  which 
continues  for  time  and  eternity. 

“We  all  know  that  where  there  is  an 
unwillingness  to  commit  a  part  of  our 
income  to  the  Lord’s  work,  there  is  no 
growth  on  the  part  of  the  individual,  but 
to  give  to  the  Lord’s  work  during  our 
lifetime,  and  to  designate  in  a  will  a 
share  of  our  estate  for  the  Lord’s  work,  is 
I  consider  to  our  family  and  to  the  world, 
a  witness  of  our  faith.” 

Signed:  Hazel  Wise  Hetlage 
Kewanee,  Missouri 
December  30,  1968 
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DaiiV  our  attention  is  called  to  the  plight  of  the  world's  hungry. 
Stories  and  pictures  tell  of  the  suffering  caused  by  starvation,  pop¬ 
ulation  pressure  and  human  injustice.  Your  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  gift  will  help  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  res¬ 
pond  to  the  people's  physical  needs  —  and  help  them  renew  their 
lives  Help  give  the  hungry  new  hope. 

For  further  information 
or  promotional  materials  write: 

United  Methodist  Communirations 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  III.  60201 

ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARINGoMARCH  28,  1976 
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Abortion  debate  still  unsettled 

TM/UMR  readers  given  opportunity  to  express  their  opinions 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editbr 

At  what  point  does  a  human  fetus 
become  a  human  being? 

Although  the  issue  of  abortion  often 
becomes  entangled  in  an  interwoven 
mass  of  abortion-related  issues,  that 
central  question  remains  at  the  heart  of 
the  controversy.  At  what  point  does 
something  that  is  a  live  mass  of  human 
cells  become  a  part  of  humanity?  In 
traditional  religious  terms,  at  what  stage 
of  development  does  a  human  fetus  have 
a  "soul?”  or  human  personality? 

Since  that  question  is  a  moral  and 
religious  question  —  and  one  that  is  not 
"scientifically”  or  medically  answered 
in  unequivocal  terms  —  it  is  a  question 
which  is  to  a  large  degree  left  to 
theologians,  philosophers  and  the  moral 
reasoning  of  each  of  us. 

A  legal  answer  to  the  question  was 
given,  however,  in  January  1973  when  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  ruled,  in 
effect,  that  at  least  through  the  first  three 
months  of  pregnancy  (and  to  lesser 
degrees  during  the  next  six)  a  human 
fetus  is  not  a  human  being  and  is  not 
entitled  to  rights  under  the  law.  The  high 
court  ruled  that  no  state  may  prohibit 
abortions  for  any  reason  during  the  first 
three  months  of  pregnancy  and  could 
impose  regulations  during  the  second 
three  months  only  to  protect  the  woman’s 
health.  A  state  could  forbid  abortions 


during  the  last  three  months  of 
pregnancy,  the  court  ruled,  but  not  if  the 
woman’s  life  or  health  were  endangered. 

The  affect  of  the  1973  ruling  did  not  end 
or  lessen  the  controversy  which  has 
always  surrounded  the  issue,  rather  it 
simply  shifted  the  focus.  In  essence, 
those  persons  who  have  fought  to 
"liberalize”  abortion  laws  became 
defenders  of  the  new  ruling;  those  who 
had  defended  the  former  restrictive  laws 
in  many  states  became  the  antagonists. 
Without  a  pause,  the  debate  has  con¬ 
tinued. 

Within  the  various  Christian 
denominations,  the  abortion  issue  has 
traditionally  been  a  "Catholic”  issue. 
Protestant  response  to  the  issue  has  often 
come  as  much  as  an  attack  on  Catholic 
doctrine  as  a  response  to  the  abortion 
question.  In  recent  years,  however, 
many  of  the  Catholic-Protestant  lines  of 
thought  have  begun  to  criss-cross  and 
merge. 

Many  Catholics,  rebelling  against  what 
they  view  as  church  interference  with 
their  right  to  plan  and  limit  their  family 
size,  have  come  out  in  favor  of  abortion  in 
some  cases  and  have  supported  the 
Supreme  Court  decision. 

Meanwhile,  many  Protestants  have 
reacted  to  the  Supreme  Court  decision 
negatively  and  have  become  strong 
advocates  of  more  restrictive  abortion 
laws. 


The  United  Methodist  Church  made  its 
first  "Book  of  Discipline”  statement  on 
the  abortion  question  at  its  1972  General 
Conference.  The  statement  (see  text 
elsewhere  on  this  page)  has  been  in¬ 
terpreted  by  many  churchpersons  as  a 
"liberal”  stance  on  the  subject  — 
although  most  would  concede  it  is  far 
from  either  extreme  now  being  lifted  up, 
i.e.  unrestricted  abortion  on  demand  and 
absolute  prohibition  of  abortion. 

Prominent  United  Methodists  and 
leaders  in  other  denominations  are  in¬ 
volved  actively  in  both  groups  ad¬ 
vocating  a  constitutional  amendment  to 


restrict  or  prohibit  abortion  and  groups 
trying  to  preserve  or  "liberalize”  present 
law. 

In  some  form  or  another,  persons  on 
the  different  sides  have  struggled  with 
and  come  up  with  different  answers  to 
that  initial  question:  When  does  a  human 
fetus  become  a  human  being?  At  con¬ 
ception?  After  three  months?  At 
whatever  point  it  could  conceiveably  live 
apart  from  the  mother?  At  six  months? 
At  birth? 

That  question  must  ultimately  become 
the  struggle  of  all  persons  who  deal 
seriously  with  abortion  as  a  moral  and 
religious  issue. 


Social  Principles  text 


"II  The  Nurturing  Community;  D) 
Birth  and  Death: 

"The  beginning  of  life  and  the  ending  of 
life  are  the  God-given  boundaries  of 
human  existence.  While  individuals  have 
always  had  some  degree  of  control  over 
when  they  would  die,  they  now  have  the 
awesome  power  to  determine  when  and 
even  whether  new  individuals  will  be 
born.  Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn 
human  life  makes  us  reluctant  to 
approve  abortion.  But  we  are  equally 
bound  to  respect  the  sacredness  of  the 
life  and  well-being  of  the  mother,  for 
whom  devastating  damage  may  result 


from  an  unacceptable  pregnancy.  In 
continuity  with  past  Christian  teaching, 
we  recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life  with 
life  that  may  justify  abortion.  We  call  all 
Christians  to  a  searching  and  prayerful 
inquiry  into  the  sorts  of  conditions  that 
may  warrant  abortion.  We  support  the 
removal  of  abortion  from  the  criminal 
code,  placing  it  instead  under  the  laws 
relating  to  other  procedures  of  standard 
medical  practice.  A  decision  concerning 
abortion  should  be  made  only  after 
thorough  and  thoughtful  consideration  by 
the  parties  involved,  with  medical  and 
pastoral  counsel.” 


Baptism  6; renewal 9 
unique  to  new  rite 


is 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  An  official  "alternate” 
service  for  "baptism,  confirmation  and 
renewal”  is  now  ready  for  United 
Methodist  use. 

Prepared  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Section  on  Worship,  the 
rite  is  the  first  new  liturgy  to  appear 
since  the  "alternate”  communion  ser¬ 
vice  was  introduced  in  1972.  "Alternate” 
services  do  not  displace  the  rites  in  the 
"Book  of  Worship”  but  are  considered  as 
an  option. 

Writers  of  the  slim  eight-page  booklet 
say  the  new  text  for  baptism  “makes  no 
substantive  subtractions  from  the 
present  service,  but  it  does  make  ad¬ 
ditions  which  were  developed  out  of 
specific  needs  in  the  church:" 

•  Demand  for  a  rite  to  celebrate  a 
spiritual  awakening  or  charismatic 
experience; 

•  Elimination  of  "awkwardness”  when 
several  rites  had  to  be  used  in  the  same 
service; 

•  Strengthen  United  Methodism’s 
“sacramental”  understanding  of  bap¬ 
tism  in  a  contemporary  style. 

“The  tremendous  new  emphasis  on  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  resulted  in 
a  demand  by  persons  who  have  had 
spiritual  rebirth  experiences  for  a  rite 
which  celebrates  this  ‘renewal’  with 
the  congregation,”  said  Dr.  Hoyt 
Hickman,  director  of  the  Office  of  Local 
Church  Worship,  Nashville. 

"We  have  needed  a  rite  which  relates 
baptism  to  later  Spirit  experiences;  a 
rite  that  clarifies  the  relationship  of 
water  to  the  Holy  Spirit  in  baptism,"  Dr. 
Hickman  said.  "Also,  a  service  involving 
an  act  of  commitment  that  could  be 
repeatedly  renewed.” 

Water,  either  poured  out  in  baptism  or 
sprinkled  toward  the  congregation  in 
"renewal,"  is  the  unifying  symbol  in  the 
new  rite.  A  new  "Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
Over  the  Water”  interprets  the  multiple 
meanings  of  baptism  more  fully,  Dr. 
Hickman  said. 

The  liturgy  is  built  around  the  symbol 
of  pouring  water,  which  since  the  earliest 
church  traditions,  has  signified  not  only 
Old  Testament  understandings  of  God’s 

Study  commission  says 


saving  activity,  but  also  the  New 
Testament  understandings  of  cleansing 
from  sin,  death  and  resurrection  through 
Christ  and  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

"The  ‘renewal’  aspect  of  the  new(text  is 
brand  new  for  United  Methodists,”  said 
Dr.  Laurence  Stookey,  head  of  the 
writing  team.  "But  it  is  not  new  to  other 
Christians.  Lutherans,  Roman  Catholics 
and  Episcopalians  have  had  this  kind  of 
rite  in  their  traditions,  although  a 
recovery  of  its  use  is  occurring 
ecumenically.”  Dr.  Stookey  is  professor 
of  worship  and  preaching  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  D.C. 

Another  concern  was  to  design  a 
"unified”  rite  which  would  eliminate  the 
"awkwardness”  of  a  service  in  which 
several  separate  rites  were  sandwiched 
together.  The  new  text  was  designed  in 
eight  parts  so  portions  of  the  unified  text 
may  be  used  for:  (1)  baptism  of  infants 
and  chijfdren,  (2^baptism  of  youth  and 
adults,  (3)  confirmation,  (4)  individ¬ 
ual  renewal  or  full  membership,  (5) 
congregational  renewal,  or  (6)  any 
combination  of  the  above. 

The  Rev.  Chester  Guinn,  Perry,  la., 
who  has  used  the  new  rite,  expressed 
approval  of  the  very  natural  way  the 
service  moves  from  baptism  to  renewal. 
He  said  "since  the  whole  liturgy  is  built 
around  the  symbol  of  water,  it  is  very 
natural  to  baptize  a  child,  for  instance, 
and  then  have  the  whole  congregation 
participate  in  the  renewal  of  their  bap¬ 
tismal  vows  with  the  sprinkling  of  water 
‘toward’  all  the  people.” 

A  third  major  concern  was  to 
strengthen  baptism  as  a  sacrament  ir. 
United  Methodist  thinking,  said  Dr. 
Grady  Hardin,  of  the  editorial  com¬ 
mittee.  "Baptism  has  become  a  sen¬ 
timental  keepsake  notion  for  many 
United  Methodists  and  it  is  not  taken 
seriously,”  he  said.  He  is  professdr  of 
worship  and  preaching  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Dallas. 

"United  Methodists  have  been  con¬ 
vinced  by  the  Baptists  that  ‘believers’ 
baptism’  (at  the  age  of  accountability)  is 
better.  Consequently,  most  see  infant 
baptism  as  a  dedication  by  parents  of  a 
child  to  God,  instead  of  as  a  full 


sacrament  which  marks  the  initiation  of 
a  person  into  the  Christian  faith.  Baptism 
is  God’s  activity;  the  rite  shows  God’s 
grace  —  what  He  has  done  for  all  of  us  in 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Parents  who  have  chosen  the  "alter¬ 
nate"  text  were  unanimous  in  expressing 
approval  for  the  way  it  brings  the 
congregation  into  full  participation. 


The  first  family  to  use  the  service, 
Waverly  and  Cheryl  Reames  of 
Arlington,  Va.,  said  they  chose  it  because 
it  helps  the  congregation  understand 
baptism.  They  said  many  members  were 
excited  about  the  service  and  "one  70- 
year  old  lady  called  us  to  say  the  service 
made  the  congregation  feel  like  they 
were  all  Matthew’s  god-parents." 


the  church  today 


Fellowship  for  adults  in  youth 
ministry  launched 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  new 
"Fellowship  of  Adults  in  Youth  Ministry” 
has  been  launched  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with  an  initial 
membership  of  slightly  more  than  600 
persons. 

The  concept  of  such  a  fellowship  grew 
out  of  a  consultation  of  annual  conference 
coordinators  of  youth  work  in  the  fall  of 
1973. 


Key  is  the  leadership  style  of  the  bishop 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  April  27-May  8  in 
Portland,  Ore.  The  following  is  the 
eleventh  in  a  series  of  articles  in  which 
TM/  UMR  summarizes  a  major  issue  to 
face  the  delegates. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Bishops  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  seem  to  be  here  to  stay.  But  less 
fixed  ar6  methods  of  their  selection, 
authority  and  tenure  in  office. 

Delegates  at  Portland  next  month  will 
deal  with  those  issues.  The  General 
Conference  of  1972  mandated  a  31- 
member  commission  to  study  the  offices 
of  bishop  and  district  superintendent  and 
report  to  the  1976  conference. 

The  146-page  report  of  the  Commission 
to  Study  the  Episcopacy  and  District 
Superintendency  says  the  key  issue  is 
leadership.  The  pattern  of  leadership 
needed  in  the  church  is  one  in  which  the 
leader  shares  the  decision-making 
mutually  with  others  involved  in  the 
process  and  also  invites  consultation 
from  responsible  persons  and  groups. 
The  model  pointed  to  by  the  report  is 
Christ,  "the  Lord  of  the  church  who  is  a 
servant  ruler.” 

At  the  same  time  that  the  church  cries 
for  leadership,  the  report  states,  the 
modern  church  has  a  "suspicion  of 
leadership.”  That  suspicion  focuses  on 
the  authority  given  a  bishop  which  some 
segments  of  the  church  believe  too  often 
has  been  exercised  arbitrarily  and 
autocratically. 

Based  on  their  understanding  of 
leadership,  the  commission  proposed 
new  legislation  which  they  believe 


revises  and  defines  more  clearly  some 
powers  and  procedures  related  to  the 
bishop  and  district  superintendent.  They 
include: 

(1)  Life  tenure  for  bishops.  (Present 
church  law  also  states  a  bishop  is  elected 
to  the  office  for  life.  Next  week 
TM/  UMR  will  summarize  the 
arguments  for  this  position  as  well  as 
those  for  "term  episcopacy”  as  listed  in  a 
minority  report  to  the  delegates  from 
seven  members  of  the  commission.) 

(2)  Reduce  tenure  of  bishops  in  an  area 
to  eight  years,  except  for  special  cir¬ 
cumstances.  (Present  law  says  12  years 
in  an  area.) 

(3)  Candidates  for  bishop  may  be 
nominated  by  the  annual  conference 
prior  to  jurisdictional  elections.  (Present 
law  provides  for  no  nomination  process.) 

(4)  Network  of  accountability  for 
bishops  consisting  of  committees  of  lay 
and  clergy  at  the  General,  Jurisdictional 
and  Annual  Conference  levels.  (Present 
law  provides  for  Jurisdictional  com¬ 
mittees  on  the  episcopacy,  but  none  for 
support  and  supervision  at  the  General  or 
Annual  Conference  level.) 

(5)  Retirement  of  bishops  lowered  to  a 
range  between  66-69  years  of  age. 
(Present  law  sets  the  range  between  68- 
72  years  of  age,  requiring  a  bishop  to 
retire  "at  the  close  oT  the  regular  session 
A  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  the  first 
day  of  which  next  precedes  the  bishop’s 
72nd  birthday.” 

(6)  Procedures  for  easier  transfer  of 
bishops  among  the  five  jurisdictions. 
(Present  law  allows  such  transfers,  but 
procedures  make  the  transfer  difficult.) 

(7)  Stronger  provisions  for  in¬ 


voluntary  retirement  of  bishops. 
(Present  law  makes  the  procedure  dif¬ 
ficult.  ) 

(8)  Easier  retirement  by  the  bishop  for 
health  reasons  or  use  of  the  20-year 
retirement  provision  open  to  clergy. 
(Present  law  allows  retirement  only  on 
health  reasons,  special  circumstances 
after  age  65  or  involuntarily  by  the 
jurisdictional  committee  on  the 
episcopacy  jointly  with  the  college  of 
bishops.) 

(9)  A  limit  of  six  years  in  any  con¬ 
secutive  nine  years  in  office  at  one  time 
for  district  superintendents,  and  not 
more  than  two  terms.  (Present  law  does 
not  limit  the  number  of  terms.) 

( 10)  District  committee  for  support  and 
accountability  for  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent.  (Present  law  does  not  provide 
for  this  committee.) 


Joseph  Sisco 


Atheist’s  son 
abandons  atheism 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Tex.  (EP)  — 
William  J.  Murray,  once  a  little  boy 
whose  mother  successfully  halted 
prayer  and  Bible  reading  in  the  school 
he  attended  and  eventually  in  all  U.S. 
schools,  has  renounced  atheism. 

His  mother,  noted  atheist  Madalyn 
Murray  O’Hair,  said  in  Austin,  Tex., 
that  she  was  not  surprised  when  she 
learned  of  the  news  and  also  was  not 
surprised  that  her  son  had  not  in¬ 
formed  her  personally. 

Mr.  Murray,  29,  is  running  for  the 
nomination  for  the  congressional  seat 
held  by  Rep.  J.  S.  Pickle. 


The  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  member  who  will  serve 
as  executive  for  the  Fellowship,  said 
there  are  approximately  168,000  local 
church  adults  who  work  in  youth 
ministry.  "They  often  feel  isolated  and 
neglected,”  he  said.  "We  hope  to  help 
these  persons  feel  part  of  a  network  or 
supportive  team.” 

For  more  information,  persons  may 
write  to  Mr.  Cottrill:  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37202. 

New  president  elected  for 
American  University 
WASHINGTON. 

D.C.  (UMC)  -  Jo¬ 
seph  J.  Sisco,  U.S. 

Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Political 
Affairs,  has  been 
elected  president  of 
United  Methodist- 
related  American 
University  here, 
effective  July,  1976. 

Dr.  Sisco  has  served  as  Secretary  of 
State  Henry  Kissinger’s  principal  ad¬ 
visor  and  deputy  negotiator  on  Middle 
Eastern  issues  since  February,  1974. 
He  has  been  the  State  Department’s  top- 
ranking  career  officer. 

American  University,  founded  in  1893, 
has  an  historic  and  special  relationship  to 
the  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  which  has  gi^en 
$175,000  to  the  school  during  each  year  of 
the  current  quadrennium.  It  is  one  of  two 
schools  funded  directly  by  the  General 
Conference,  the  other  being  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

UM  minister  first  female 
named  to  Riverside  Church 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Inter¬ 
denominational  Riverside  Church  has 
appointed  its  first  female  minister,  the 
Rev.  Evelyn  Newman,  a  United 
Methodist. 

Mrs.  Newman  has  been  named 
minister  for  pastoral  ministries  and 
services,  one  of  four  staff  ministerial 
posts  Her  responsibilities  include  laity 
training  and  membership  recruitment. 
She  serves  also  as  ministerial  liaison 
with  adult  organizations,  social  service 
groups  and  volunteers  at  the  church. 

The  3.000-member  congregation  is 
about  two-thirds  female.  Mrs.  Newman, 
a  widow  with  three  children  aged  13  to  22, 
was  ordained  in  1970. 


The  Question  Box 

Like  few  other  issues,  abortion  (and  its  moral  and  legal  implications)  is  a  con 
tinuing  center  of  controversy  both  inside  and  outside  the  Christian  churches 
Although  time  and  changes  in  law  have  shifted  the  focus  from  time  to  time 
abortion  has  remained 'a  much  debated  public  fssue  for  more  than  a  decade 

This  is  the  third  time  TM/  UMR  has  run  a  "Question  Box”  Survey  on  the  issue 
but  the  first  time  since  a  1973  Supreme  Court  decision  struck  down  many 
restrictions  against  abortion. 

You  are  invited  to  read  the  summation  of  the  issue  elsewhere  on  this  page,  and  to 
express  your  views  by  responding  to  the  questions  which  follow.  If  you  object  to  the 
wording  of  any  question,  or  wish  to  qualify  your  response,  a  space  is  provided  lor 
"comment.” 

1.  In  effect,  the  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  a  fetus  is  not  fully  a  "human 
being”  until  it  is  born,  and  is  entitled  to  no  legal  rights  until  at  least  the  fourth 
month  of  pregnancy.  Do  you:  (circle  one) 

a.  Disagree  with  the  Supreme  Court  decision;  favor  more  restrictions  on 
abortions. 

b.  Disagree  with  the  Supreme  Court  decision,  favor  less  restrictions  on  abor¬ 
tions. 

c.  Agree  with  the  Supreme  Court  decision. 

d.  Uncertain. 

COMMENT: _ 

2.  Do  you  favor  an  amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution  protecting  the  "human 


rights”  of  an  unborn  fetus?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes. 

b.  No. 

c.  Uncertain. 

COMMENT:  _ 


3.  At  what  point  in  its  development  do  you  believe  a  fetus  should  be  given  such 
legal  protection?  (circle  one) 

a.  From  conception. 

b.  After  three  months. 

c.  After  six  months. 

d.  After  birth  only  (never  as  a  fetus). 

COMMENT:  _ _ 


4.  On  what  grounds,  if  any,  do  you  believe  abortion  is  morally  justified?  (circle 
one  or  more) 

a.  When  a  woman’s  life  or  health  is  threatened. 

b.  In  cases  of  pregnancy  as  the  result  of  rape  or  incest. 

c.  When  a  family  does  not  want  a  child  for  economic  or  emotional  reasons. 

d.  When  there  is  a  probability  that  the  baby  will  be  deformed. 

e.  When  a  woman  is  unmarried  and  does  not  want  a  child. 

f.  When,  for  any  reason,  the  mother  does  not  want  to  have  a  child. 

g.  It  is  never  justified. 

COMMENT:  _ 


5.  Read  the  text  related  to  abortion  from  the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles 
(elsewhere  on  this  page).  Do  you: 

a.  Agree  with  the  Social  Principles  statement. 

b.  Disagree  with  the  Social  Principles  statement. 

c.  Uncertain. 

COMMENT:  _ 

Are  you  a:  Layman  Laywoman  Minister  (circle  one) 

Age  group.  18  or  under  19-35  36-50  51-04  65  or  over  (Circle  one) 

To  participate  in  the  results  of  this  survey,  clip  and  send  your  response  to: 
‘Question  Box,”  TM/  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221  before  midnight, 
Friday,  March  19,  1976. 


Reduced  size  of  General 
Conference  proposed 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (UMC)  —  A  proposal 
to  reduce  by  25  percent  the  size  of  United 
Methodism’s  top  law-making  body 
beginning  in  1984  will  be  submitted  to  this 
year’s  session  by  the  commission 
responsible  for  planning  the  assembly. 
Meeting  here  February  23  to  review 
,  final  preparations  for  the  sessions 
opening  April  27  in  Portland,  Ore.,  the 
Commission  on  the  General  Conference, 
by  a  13-4  vote,  approved  sending  in  a 
petition  which  would  mean  748  delegates 
in  1984  instead  of  the  984,  or  similar 
number,  in  this  year’s  meeting.  The  total 
would  be  divided  equally  between  clergy 
and  laity  as  at  present. 

The  denomination’s  Constitution  sets 
the  size  of  the  General  Conference  at  not 
less  than  600  nor  more  than  1,000 
delegates.  All  are  elected  by  annual 
conferences  in  this  country  and  abroad, 
except  four  from  the  British  Methodist 
Church  under  a  special  concordat. 

Current  legislation  provides  for 
election  of  delegates  based  on  the 
number  of  ministers  and  lay  members  in 
an  annual  conference.  The  petition 
adopted  here  would  increase  those 
factors  from  a  base  of  140  ministers  and 
44,000  lay  members  to  208  and  57,700, 
respectively. 

Although  the  overall  reduction  in  size 
would  be  25  percent,  some  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  depending  on  their  number  of 
ministers  and  lay  members,  would  have 
their  delegations  reduced  by  as  much  as 
50  percent.  Under  church  law,  each 
annual  conference  must  have  at  least  one 
clergy  and  one  lay  delegate. 

In  introducing  the  proposal,  William 
M  Beatty,  Hopwood,  Pa.,  a  vice- 
chairman  of  the  commission,  said  that 
reducing  the  size  would  mean  a  saving  in 
cost  of  the  quadrennial  sessions.  It  also 
would  mean  more  cities  could  consider 
entertaining  the  conference,  he  stated. 

Thurman  L.  Dodson,  Washington, 
D.C.,  was  the  most  outspoken  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  proposal,  and  the  only  one 


of  the  four  voting  no  who  asked 
specifically  for  the  negative  vote  to  be 
recorded  by  his  name.  He  said  that 
reducing  the  size  would  cut  represen¬ 
tation  at  a  time  when  the  trend  is  to  give 
individuals  greater  voice  in  legislative 
matters,  not  less. 

Guatemala 
emergency 
needs  met 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  emergency 
needs  of  medical  and  food  relief  have 
been  met  in  Guatemala,  according  to  the 
top  staff  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR),  and  the  immediate  need  now  is  for 
the  building  of  20,000  homes. 

The  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  who  has  just 
returned  from  a  4-day  inspection  trip  to 
Guatemala,  reported  Feb.  27  on  the 
country’s  recovery  from  the  earthquakes 
which  he  described  as  the  "worst 
disaster  in  the  history  of  Central 
America.” 

“We  see  ourselves  involved  in 
Guatemala  for  the  next  two  to  three 
years,”  Dr.  Haines  said.  “Thank  God  we 
were  able  to  be  there  as  a  Christian 
presence  of  concern  within  hours,  and  we 
now  will  stay  on  to  help  the  people.  ” 

Referring  to  recent  reports  in  the  U.S. 
news  media  that  vn  some  places  in  the 
U.S.  food  and  clothing  for  Guatemala  is 
stacked  up  and  not  being  moved,  Dr. 
Haines  said  such  a  situation  is  what 
happens  when  well  intentioned  persons 
work  outside  the  established  relief 
agencies.  Church  World  Service,  the 
relief  agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  ecumenical  channel 
through  which  UMCOR  works,  plans 
distribution  of  emergency  aid  before  it 
begins  piling  up. 


Bill  Gaither/ Ronn  Huff  /  Don  Marsh  /  Derrick  Johnson  Carlton  >bung 
in 

The  vaTightman  meetings 

Scarritt  College  Nashville.  Tennessee  37203 

A  Seminar  and  Workshop  for  Church  Musicians 
April  1,  2,  3,  1976 

An  inspirational  and  technical  event  for 
professional  and  volunteer  musicians, 
featuring: 

*  Music  ministry  philosophy 

*  Seminars  In  conducting,  new  music, 
graded  choirs,  church  orchestras 

*  Premiere  of  two  new  Musicals 

*  Track  tapes,  drama,  creative  worship, 
new  sound  system 

*  Reading  sessions  conducted  by  some 
of  today's  leaders  in  Christian  music 

*  Brass  ensemble  feature 

Sponsored  by  Scarritt  College  and  John  T 
Benson  Publishing  Company 

Pari'cipation  limited  to  300  persons  Room  and  Board  information  and  rates  by  return. 

Center  of  Continuing  Education 
Scarritt  College,  Dept.  1,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37203 

Enclosed  Is  S25  registration  (full  fee)  for  the  Wightman  Meetings  Semmar-Wortrshop  for  Church 
Musicians,  April  1,  2.  3,  1976.  (I  understand  that  I  may  cancel  by  March  26  and  receive  full  refund) 

fee  includes  music  packet  525  value 

Name _  _ _ _ 

Street  Address _ _ _ _ _ 

City  or  Torn. - Su*_ _ , _ 


P  AGE  ^ 
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(  .>/.  school  ft  lays — oops  l — looses  hall 
ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  — Cheerleader Steff  Porter  [striped  shirt)  hollers  for  his  team’s 
attention  to  a  loose  ball.  Later  his  United  Methodist-related  Hamline  University 
team  I  in  white]  did  regain  interest  to  go  on  to  beat  Gustavus  Adolphus  College.  St. 
Peter.  Minn.  56  to  47.  photo:  Minnesota  uniteo  methodist 

S.C.  Jurisdiction 

Two  delegations  name 
nominees  for  bishop 


LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  Two  delegations  to 
the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  have  named  a  member  of  the 
delegation  to  be  their  nominee  for  the 
office  of  bishop.  The  conference,  one  of 
five  jurisdictional  conferences  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  will  be  held 
here  July  12-15,  and  the  delegates  will 
elect  four  persons  to  the  episcopacy. 

Sidney  Roberts,  superintendent  of  the 
Fort  Worth  West  District  since  1974,  was 
unanimously  elected  by  the  Central 
Texas  delegation.  Among  the  numerous 
church  posts  he  holds.  Dr.  Roberts 
presently  serves  as  chairperson  of  the 
annual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
and  heads  the  Central  Texas  delegation 
to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ferences. 

Kenneth  W.  Hicks  was  named  by  the 
Nebraska  delegation  as  their  nominee. 
Dr.  Hicks  has  been  the  senior  pastor  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Grand 
Island,  Neb.,  since  1973.  He  leads  the 
ministerial  delegation  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

Four  of  the  seven  new  bishops  to  be 


elected  by  the  church  this  summer  will 
be  elected  by  the  South  Central' 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  More  than  360 
delegates  will  be  attending,  representing 
16  annual  conferences  in  Arkansas, 
Kansas,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  Nebraska, 
New  Mexico,  Oklahoma  and  Texas. 

Jurisdictional  conferences  meet  every 
four  years  to  elect  and  assign  bishops  to 
episcopal  areas  which  include  one  or 
more  annual  conferences.  Bishops, 
elected  for  life,  can  serve  in  one 
episcopal  area  for  no  more  than  three, 
four-year  terms. 

Delegates  to  the  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  represent  an  equal  number  of 
ministers  and  lay  persons  based  on  the 
church  membership  of  each  respective 
annual  conference  from  which  they  are 
elected. 

Among  the  program  items  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  at  the  Lincoln  conference  will  be 
an  emphasis  on  church  membership 
recruitment  and  training  for  church 
membership,  a  program  of  world 
hunger,  and  the  jurisdictional  program 
of  cooperative  leadership  training. 


Bishop  airs  his  6 State  of 
Church ’  address  over  radio 


By  MARTHA  WHYTE 
Staff  Writer 

DENVER  —  United  Methodist  bishops 
are  known  for  speaking  out  on  world 
hunger  and  theological  pluralism.  But 
few  bishops  literally  broadcast  their 
opinions  on  controversial  issues  over  the 
radio. 

Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference  (RMC)  here 
;s  an  ‘-xception  to  this  rule.  He  is  setting  a 
new  tradition  with  his  “State  of  the 
Church’’  address  which  is  being 
broadcast  over  five  area  radio  stations. 

"st  broadcast  was  Feb  29  and 
carried  his  opinion  on  population  control 
and  encouragement  of  congressional 
hunger  bills,  the  Bread  for  the  World 
support  and  World  Hunger  Education 
U  •  .  u.  ther 

iii  ot  ti  programs  is  to  expose 
the  m  »*rs  of  the  three-state  con¬ 
ference  the  bishop.  Gary  Arnold, 
chairman  of  the  RMC  Communication 
Interpretation  and  Promotions  (CIP), 
told  TM/  UMR. 

“There  are  260  churches  in  more  than 
100,000  square  miles  in  our  conference,” 
Mr.  Arnold  said.  “We  are  concerned  that 
our  people  know  our  bishop  as  a  person 
as  well  as  a  spokesman.” 

Remarks  the  bishop  will  be  sharing  in 
his  address  include: 

•  “We  try  to  help  God  appear  to  the 
two  billion  undereaters  anonymous  in  the 
acceptable  form  of  food.” 

•  “We  advocate  the  use  of  every  ef¬ 
fective  cultural,  physiological  and 
economic  means  yet  devised  by  which  to 
reduce  the  population  rate  growth." 


Bishop  Wheatley 

PHOTO:  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  UNITED 

METHODIST 

•  “Pluralism  in  the  church  is  a  plus 
because  variety  is  the  spice  of  religious 
life  and  fresh  perceptions  correct  old 
errors.” 

The  15-minute  speech  will  be  followed 
by  an  analysis  and  discussion  by  UMC 
ministers  and  lay  persons  in  question  and 
answer  periods  on  some  stations. 
Recordings  of  the  address  are  available. 

This  radio  program  is  the  mid-winter 
thrust  of  the  Annual  Conference 
promotion  campaign  which  began  June 
1975.  Since  June,  total  giving  to  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  has  increased  seven  to 
eight  per  cent  because  of  aggressive 
promotions,  Mr.  Arnold  said. 


Classified 

Rate:  40c  per  ward,  figure  or  Initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  crder  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  >10 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

LEISURELY  RETIRE  In  multi-story  old 
world  atmosphere.  Restaurant,  game  rooms, 
shopping  area  and  churches.  Rooms- 
efficiency-suites.  2  N.  4th.  Temple,  Texas  754- 
1771  or  778-1931. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  in 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  406 

S.  College,  Waxahachle,  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680. 

WANTED.  RETIRED  couple.  Ministerial  or 
Christian  laity.  To  rent  nice  furnished  rural 
home  within  Western  Penna.  Conference  area. 
Retired  pastor  part-time  occupant.  Good  rate. 

Call  (814)  1-744-8735. 

JUNIOR  SIZED  SOLID  oak  chairs.  Special 
discount  to  party  buying  entire  lot.  817-531- 
1001.  Wichita  Ave.  UMC  Ft.  Worth,  Tx.  Hurry. 

BIBLE  BY  VOICE:  Entire  King  James  and 
Living  Bible  (also  In  Spanish).  Cassette.  $4.95; 

New  Testament  as  low  as  >59.  Suite  103,  611 
Ryan  Plaza  Dr..  Arlington,  Texas  76011. 

FACULTY  POSITION  In  Church  and  com- 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 

community  organization  and  development. 
Background  In  Sociology.  Work  experience  In 
urban  setting  and  comfortableness  with  United 
Methodist  approach  to  Church  and  Community 
Ministry  desirable.  Responsibility  Involves 
teaching,  student  advisement  and  field 
education  supervision.  Apply  to  Dean  James  I. 
Warren,  Scarritt  College.  Nashville.  Tn.  37203. 

NEW  YORK-LUXEMBOURG  $299  round  trip. 

8  escorted  European  tours  from  $679.  Rent- 
lease  cars,  campers.  Bus  and  train  tours.  Fly, 
drive,  air,  rail,  campers  tours  Icelandic.  Holy 

Land  charters  earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours, 

2320  Chimney  Rock.  Houston,  Tx.  77027. 

APPLICATIONS  ARE  INVITED  for  the 
position  of  Assistant  General  Secretary  of  the 
Division  of  Higher  Education  with  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  Section  of  Campus  Ministry. 

The  position  Involves  administration  of  the 
campus  ministry  program  of  the  United 

Methodist  Church,  liaison  with  the  national 
United  Ministries  In  Higher  Education,  and 
participation  In  policy  development  of  the 
Division  of  Higher  Education  and  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Experience  In 
-  ampus  ministry  and  general  higher  education 
ls  desirable.  Application.  Including  references, 
■hould  be  sent  to:  Fred  E.  Harris,  P  O.  Box 

1  871.  Nashville.  Tn.  37202.  Starting  date.  .1' 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  817)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas 76059 

Human  need  may  unite  churches 

Historian  says  cooperation  must  start  at  local  level 


MEMPHIS  (RNS)  —  A  leading 
Protestant  church  historian  has 
suggested  that  as  Christian  churches 
strive  to  reflect  and  live  the  Gospel  in 
“meeting  the  desperate  needs  of 
humanity”  they  may  grow  together  into 
a  larger  unity,  the  “shape  of  which  we 
cannot  yet  imagine.”  (See  related  story 
on  this  page.) 

But,  in  his  two  talks  to  participants  in 
the  National  Workshop  on  Christian 
Unity  held  here  Feb.  25-27,  Dr.  Robert  T. 
Handy  of  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York,  stressed  that  the  significant 
work  of  cooperating  churches  and  church 
groups  must  be  accomplished  at  the 
“local  level.” 

Dr.  Handy  was  one  of  several  speakers 
to  address  the  conference,  which  keyed 
on  the  theme  “Christian  Unity  and 
Religious  Freedom  in  a  Pluralistic 
Society.”  Begun  in  1964,  the  national 
workshop  annually  brings  together 
leaders  of  various  Christian 
denominations  active  in  the  field  of 
ecumenism. 

Pointing  out  that  “our  denominations 
at  national  levels  will  not  be  ready  to 
move  towards  fuller  relationships” 
unless  the  local  units  are  ready,  Dr. 
Handy  said  the  parishes  and 
congregations  must  be  encouraged  to 
work  together  in  “helping  those  in  need 
and  in  opposing  evil  because  of  their  love 
for  God  and  for  those  for  whom  Christ 
died.” 

Dr.  Handy,  who  dealt  with  the 
questions  of  religious  freedom  and 
Christian  unity  as  they  apply  to 
American  pluralism,  said  both  these 
issues  lead  back  to  the  "central  issues" 
of  “what  are  the  goals  of  unitive  effort, 
how  can  there  be  wider  recognition  of 
each  other’s  ministries  and  mem¬ 


berships,  and  .  .  .  how  can  divisions  that 
arose  out  of  historical  contingencies 
that  have  long  since  passed  be  over¬ 
come?” 

While  stating  that  the  “passion”  for 
Christian  unity,  which  seemed  at  a  high 
point  ten  years  ago,  has  abated,  he  said 
the  “longing  and  concern  for  a  fuller, 
more  visible  unity  among  Christians 
persist."  He  added: 

clearly  there  are  those  in  our 
world  who  claim  they  do  not  believe  (in 
Christ)  because  we  are  not  one.  Every 
day  grow  greater  the  desperate  needs  of 


the  world  which  might  be  addressed 
more  effectively  by  more  closely  coor¬ 
dinated  and  united  Christian  forces.” 

Observing  that  the  goals  of  greater 
unity  continue  to  be  much  debated,  Dr. 
Handy  asserted  that  “it  seems  in¬ 
creasingly  clear  that  fuller  unity,  like 
happiness,  does  not  come  by  focusing  on 
it  directly,  by  approaching  it  for  its  own 
sake."  He  went  on  to  endorse  the  belief 
that  the  Christian  churches  will  grow 
together  “as  we  live  and  work  together 
in  trying  to  serve  God  and  meet  the  needs 
of  humanity,  especially  of  those  persons 


who  are  weak,  oppressed,  poor  and 
handicapped.” 

Dr.  Handy  declared  that  it  is  against 
the  backdrop  of  starving  millions  and  the 
grim  and  terrible  facts  of  racism,  in¬ 
justice  and  mass  suffering  that  the 
questions  of  Christina  unity  must  be 
faced  today. 

“As  churches  strive  more  fully  to 
reflect  and  live  by  the  Gospel  as  they 
undertake  to  deal  with  such  challenges, 
they  may  move  closer  to  each  other 
towards  a  larger  unity,  the  shape  of 
which  we  cannot  yet  imagine,"  he  stated. 


Ecumencial  officer  tells  U.M.  leaders 

Possibilities  seen  in  COCU concept 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  A  call 
made  late  in  1974  for  denominations  in 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
(COCU)  to  affirm  the  concept  of  “mutual 
recognition  of  members"  has  generally 
drawn  “ho-hums"  from  United 
Methodists  who  already  have  such  a 
policy,  but  Dr.  Robert  W.  Huston,  chief 
ecumenical  staff  officer  of  the 
denomination,  told  40  annual  conference 
leaders  here  recently  that  the  move  could 
result  in  some  surprising  ecumenical 
possibilities  for  the  future. 

It  is  expected  that  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  asked  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  affirm  a  “mutual 
recognition  of  members"  statement. 
Such  a  statement  will  go  to  the  Board’s 
membership  from  the  Division  of 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
later  this  month. 

When  the  COCU  delegates  approved  a 


mutual  recognition  of  Members 
statement  in  1974,  most  of  the  United 
Methodist  delegates  voted  against  it, 
saying  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 
United  Methodists  already  recognize  as 
valid  the  baptism  of  Christians  from 
other  denominations. 

“If  we  recognize  each  other’s  mem¬ 
berships,  then  they  are  in¬ 
terchangeable,”  he  suggested.  “Could  it 
be  that  the  next  step  would  be 
simultaneous  membership  in  more  than 
one  denomination?”  If  that  happens,  he 
said,  it  would  mean  open  access  to 
ministries  and  services  of  the  various 
constituent  churches.  “Indeed,  it  might 
mean  dual  —  simultaneous  involvement 
in  more  than  one  local  church  if  there 
was  need  and  opportunity  .  .  .  with  solid 
accountability  to  each  congregation  for 
example,  stewardship,  time,  skills, 
fellowship,  task  forces.” 


People  may  become  addicted 


Scholars  see  dangers  in  practice 
of  Transcendental  Meditation 


OTTAWA,  Que.  (RNS)  —  Two  Jesuit 
priests  who  teach  at  the  University  of 
Ottawa  see  profound  dangers  in  the 
practice  of  TM  —  Transcendental 
Meditation  —  ranging  from  “copping 
out”  to  merely  “coping”  with  life. 

Warning  that  some  people  may  become 
as  addicted  to  TM  as  to  drugs,  Father 
Peter  Campbell,  S.J.,  and  Father 
Edward  McMahon,  S.J.,  said  they  see 
real  peril  in  large  numbers  of  people 
becoming  proficient  in  the  practice  of 
meditation. 

“Rather  than  actively  committing 
themselves  to  the  slow,  painful  task  of 
long-term  constructive  change,  many 
persons  might  instead  meditate,”  they 
said.  “Because  they  can  cope,  their 
motivation  to  change  society  or  personal 
way  of  life  is  diminished.” 

In  their  course  called  “psychic  break¬ 
throughs,”  the  priests  referred  to  medi¬ 
tation  as  a  “coping  device.”  They  argued 
that  TM  simply  conditions  people  to 
cope  with,  rather  than  change,  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  cause  anxiety,  tension 
or  frustration  such  as  dehumanizing 
working  or  living  conditions,  excessive 
crowding  in  cities,  pollution,  social  in¬ 
justice  and  inflation. 

The  meditator,  according  to  the 
Jesuits,  simply  avoids  the  problem  or 
postpones  the  anxiety  instead  of  facing  it. 

Father  McMahaon  described  TM  as  a 
set  of  disciplined  exercises  that 
theoretically  results  in  inner  harmony 
because  the  meditator  learns  to  focus  on 
or  do  only  one  thing  at  a  time. 

Father  Campbell  said  commercial 


sales  pitches  for  TM  would  be  accurate  if 
they  described  their  product  as  a  “non¬ 
drug  form  of  anesthetizing  yourself 
against  pain.” 

Both  Jesuits  claimed  that  pain  is 
usually  a  motivating  force  that  will 
stimulate  people  to  change  their  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  in  facing  pain,  a  person 
may  be  motivated  to  find  a  new  job,  a 
better  school,  a  different  partner. 

They  concede  that  meditation  can 
result  in  positive  physical  changes,  such 
as  relaxation,  because  the  meditator’s 
rate  of  metabolism  is  slowed.  But,  they 
argued,  meditation  does  not  wipe  out 
whatever  worry  is  creating  disharmony. 
“It  can  only  override  it  jnqjnentarily  by 
altering  consciousness.” 

Father  Campbell  said  some  people 
develop  a  drug-like  dependence  on  TM 
because  it  is  appealing  to  diminish  bad 
feelings  even  momentarily.  “It  produces 
a  certain  effect  for  a  certain  amount  of 
time.  When  the  effect  wears  off  and  the 
ungratified  basic  need  .  .  .  resurfaces, 
then  the  meditation  must  be  used  in  order 
to  deal  with  the  problem.” 

Father  McMahon  contended  that 
widespread  use  of  TM  might  create 
“pockets"  of  people  in  society  who  are 
vulnerable  to  totalitarian  government. 

Comparing  the  current  use  and  ancient 
roots  of  meditation,  he  noted  that  the  use 
of  drugs  and  meditation  techniques 
began  in  countries  such  as  India  and  they 
were  used  as  an  escape  from  the  misery 
of  famine  and  poverty.  Nomadic 
cultures,  he  added,  created  “non-drug 
ways  to  develop  ‘highs’  —  mainly 


through  asceticism  —  as  a  way  of  blot¬ 
ting  out  other  levels  of  awareness.” 

“It  would  be  a  monumental  cop-out,  in 
our  opinion,”  the  two  priests  said,  “if 
instead  of  doing  something  to  change  the 
dehumanizing  conditions  and  imbalance 
in  our  society,  we  meditated.” 


COCU  denominations  which  have 
affirmed  a  mutual  recognition  of 
members  statement  in  recent  months 
have  been  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.,  and  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Since  United  Methodist  origins,  ec- 
clesiology,  and  theology  of  the 
sacraments  offer  no  barrier  to  mutual 
recognition  of  members,  Dr.  Huston 
thinks  the  denomination  should  respond 
to  “ecumenism  as  the  pull  from  the 
future,”  and  “not  be  discouraged  by 
occasional  doldrums  or  plateaus.” 

Although  he  believes  organic  union  will 
eventually  happen  in  some  form,  Dr. 
Huston  said  structures  are  subsidiary, 
not  primary.  “The  fundamental 
ecumenical  adventure  is  concerned  with 
open  doors,  open  baptistries,  open 
pulpits,  open  tables  (communion).” 

The  call  for  all  denominations  in  COCU 
to  affirm  mutual  recognition  of  members 
is  not  an  abstract  statement,  Dr.  Huston 
said.  “It  is  not  an  amorphous  agreement 
that  somehow  we  are  all  Christians;  it  is 
a  concrete  beginning  of  a  real  and  ac¬ 
tually  declared  mutual  recognition 
among  churches.” 

“We  will  be  speaking  no  longer  of 
“our”  members  and  “yours,”  but  about 
Christ’s  and  "our  own.” 

The  United  Methodist  gathering  here 
was  held  prior  to  an  ecumenical  National 
Workshop  on  Christian  Unity  February 
25-27. 


High  court  hears  arguments  on 
state  aid  to  church  colleges 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  -  Oral 
arguments  were  heard  February J23  by 
the  U.S.  Supreme  C&rt  in  a"'  case 
involving  a  program  of  state  aid  to  higher 
education,  including  church-related  col¬ 
leges,  in  Maryland. 

The  high  court  has  agreed  to  review  a 
1973  decision  by  the  U.S.  District  Court 
for  Maryland,  which  upheld  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Western  Maryland  College,  a  United- 
Methodist  related  school,  had  originally 
been  named  in  the  suit  but  was  dropped 
last  year  when  its  administrators  agreed 
not  to  “sponsor  nor  conduct  any  religious 
services”  and  to  “remain  totally  neutral 
to  the  spiritual  development  in  a 
religious  sense  of  its  students.”  The 
college  asked  the  University  Senate  of 
the  denomination  to  drop  it  from  a  listing 
of  church-related  institutions. 


Expressing  pleasure  that  the  court  had 
heard  arguments  in  the  case,  Dr.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry,  said  the  eventual 
decision  will  have  a  widespread  effect 
upon  similar  programs  in  many  states. 

“Earlier  decisions  by  the  court  have 
carefully  guarded  religious  liberty  and 
have  maintained  guidelines  for  avoiding 
abuses  by  church-related  institutions 
seeking  participation  in  such  programs,” 
he  said. 

“It  is  my  position  that  the  program  of 
state  tuition  support  to  independent 
colleges,  whether  church-related  or  not, 
is  an  essential  element  in  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  independent  sector  of  higher 
education  and  does  not  thrust  us  into  the 
area  of  entangling  the  church  and  state  in 
sectarian  affairs,”  Dr.  Trotter  said. 


Resort  residents  take  dim  view  of 
cultists  hush-hush  land  buys 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 

CLEARWATER,  Fla.  —  Questions, 
prickly  questions,  questions  that  would 
not  go  away  —  and  the  30-year-old 
Church  of  Scientology  learned  it  had 
better  face  them  and  try  to  answer.  This 
California  branch  of  the  worldwide  body 
started  by  Lafayette  Ronald  Hubbard  as 
the  Hubbard  Association  of  Scien¬ 
tologists  International,  made  the 
discovery  when  it  tried  to  set  up  a  center, 
under  the  cover  of  secrecy  and  security, 
in  this  resort-retirement  city. 

Shopkeepers  asked,  “What  is  the 
Southern  Land  Development  and  Leasing 
Corporation?”  when  this  newcomer 
arranged  for  the  sale  of  the  $1.3  million 
Fort  Harrison  Hotel  and  the  $550,000  old 
Bank  of  Clearwater  office  building,  both 
for  cash.  Ordinary  citizens  wanted  to 
know  how  a  religious  group,  proposing  to 
establish  a  conference  and  research 
center,  under  the  name  of  the  United 
Churches  of  Florida,  could  afford  such  a 
purchase.  “Who  are  these  people?” 
residents  of  the  hotel,  former  employees 


90th  Anniversary  Tour 
To  Ewha  In  Seoul 

Dr.  Okglll  Kim,  President  of  the  Ewhs 
Womens  University,  Seoul.  Korea,  Invites 
friends  and  alumnae  to  attend  the  90th 
Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Ewha  on  May  31. 
1976. 

Preliminary  information  regarding  the 
tour  is  as  follows: 

Tour  Date:  May  27  June  12,  1976 
Round  trip  Air  Fares  (subject  to  change) 

N  Y  .  Wash.  D  C.,  Philadelphia  -  S807.00 
Chicago  —  $757.00 
Detroit  -  $803.00 
L.A.,  San  Francisco  -  $627.00 
Children  -  Half  Fare 
The  University  will  provide  room  and 
board  in  Korea. 

Please  contact  Immediately; 
International  Foundation  for  Ewha 
womans  University,  Inc. 

47$  Riverside  Drive,  Rm.  627 
New  York,  N.Y .  10027 


and  neighbors  asked,  when  some  125 
courteous  but  noncommunicative  staf¬ 
fers  took  over.  Visitors  to  the  premises 
queried,  “Why  are  the  guards  armed 
with  billy-clubs  and  mace?" 

The  connection  with  Scientology  had 
not  been  suspected  until  the  mayor  called 
a  press  conference  in  his  cityhall  offices 
and  the  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Maren,  publicity 
director  of  the  Church  of  Scientology, 
flew  out  from  Los  Angeles  to  make  some 
explanations.  He  did  not  indicate  why 
Clearwater  had  been  chosen  for  a  new 
Eastern  Coast  center  of  the  cult,  but  he 
insisted  that  the  United  Churches  of 
Florida  had  been  started  with  the  idea  of 
uniting  religious  groups  “for  community 
and  social  betterment,  and  not  to 
propagate  Scientology.” 

Mayor  Gabriel  Cazares,  assisted  by 
some  aggressive  exponents  of  in¬ 
vestigative  reporting,  insisted:  “This 
new  group  does  not  have  a  real  un¬ 
derstanding  of  our  community.  They 
have  misread  our  needs  and  our  tem¬ 
perament.  If  they  are  coming  here  and 
buy  up  great  pieces  of  our  city,  I  want  to 
know  what  their  grand  plan  for  Clear¬ 
water  is.”  The  community  already  has 
the  10-year-old  Religious  Community 
Service,  made  up  of  30  churches  and 
synagogues. 

Scientologists  claim  to  be  “the 
foremost  religious  reform  group  in 
America  and  the  world.”  In  1963,  there 
were  more  than  50,000  practicing 
Scientologists  in  the  United  States.  A 
congress  in  London  in  1968  had  delegates 
from  20  countries. 

The  Clearwater  Sun  editorialized  on 
Feb.  4: 

“Like  most  Clearwater  residents,  we 
remain  in  the  dark  as  to  the  ultimate 
objectives  of  these  newcomers.  We 
cannot  help  but  think,  however,  that  if 
members  of  the  Church  of  Scientology 
are  hoping  to  find  a  permanent  home  in 
Clearwater,  their  own  actions  continue  to 
ensure  that  their  welcome  here  will  be 
most  cool.” 


Two  Studies  Recommended  for  Use  in  v 
Pastors’  Schools,  Leadership  Training  Schools, 
Retreats,  and  Adult  Study  Settings 

~  GOD’S  ACTION: 

OUR  AFFIRMATION 

edited  by  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon 
United  Methodism  has  played  a  prominent  role  in 
theadvancement  of  positive  Christian  experiences. 
God's  Action  discusses  current  changes  in  re¬ 
ligious  creeds  in  light  of  historical  reverberations 
of  United  Methodists  and  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren. 

Absorbing  Information  in  these  three  sections: 

I.  "Our  Heritage  in  Church  Doctrine''  surveys  the  struggle  of  the  Church  to  express  its 
faith,  beginning  with  the  development  of  the  Apostles'  Creed  Contains  ten  faith  state¬ 
ments  from  the  Apostles'  Creed  to  the  contemporary  statements  of  faith  developed  in 
the  20th  century. 

II  "United  Methodists:  A  Faith  Attlrming  People"  traces  our  denominational  heritage 
from  the  time  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley  to  the  call  of  the  1972  General  Conference 

III  "How  to  Develop  Contemporary  Affirmations"  shares  sources  and  guidelines  to  help 
Christians  formulate  affirmations  of  faith  and  guidance  on  how  to  test  affirmations 

Separate  leader's  guide  available 

THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  AND 
CHRISTIAN  EXPERIENCE 

edited  by  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes 
Questions  about  the  identity  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 

His  function  in  the  Church,  and  His  power  to  re¬ 
new  Christians  are  answered  in  this  exciting  study. 

Page  after  page  reveals  the  omnipresence  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  lives  of  Christians  throughout  history- 
people  like  John  and  Charles  Wesley— people  who 
witnessed  the  rediscovery  of  Christian  experience 
and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Stimulating  chapters  include: 

" The  Biblical  Teaching" (with  selected  key  Scriptures)  "The  Holy  Spirit  and  the  Church". 
"The  Holy  Spirit  and  Personal  Salvation".  "The  Holy  Spirit  and  the  Charismatic  Move¬ 
ment". 

Separate  leader's  guide  available 


The  Holy  Spirit 

AND 

CHWST1AN  EXPOENCE 
By  Mac*  B  Stokes 


) 


Order  these  two  studies  from  the  regional  service  center  serving  your  area 
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..Leader's  Guide  ®  40*  each 


—Leader’s  Guide  ®  40«  each 
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a  very  special  lady 


Mrs.  Lilly  Pond  receives 
recognition  at  Crowley 


Rev.  James  E.  Christie  and  Mrs.  Lilly  Pond. 

reports,  “She  is  one  of  those  whose  faith¬ 
fulness  and  joyful  spirit  are  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  their  pastor  and  their  fellow 
members.” 

Even  more  remarkable  than  her  at¬ 
tendance  during  February,  is  that  no  one 
can  recall  when  Mrs.  Pond  has  missed 
being  in  her  regular  pew  for  Sunday 
worship ! 


Mrs.  Lilly  Pond,  age  101,  was  among 
the  members  of  First  Church,  Crowley, 
to  receive  a  special  certificate  of 
recognition  for  perfect  church  at¬ 
tendance  on  the  “five  Sundays  in 
February”  —  possible  only  every  28 
years. 

In  the  photograph  Mrs.  Pond  is  shown 
with  her  pastor,  James  Christie,  who 


A  contribution  to  Sarawak  Chinese  church 


Mrs.  Odell  Campbell  of  Thibodaux  has 
made  a  very  substantial  contribution 
through  an  Advance  Special  to  help  build 
the  Mang  Kwong  Methodist  Church  for 
Chinese-speaking  people  in  the  jungles  of 
Sarawak.  The  contribution,  made  in 
honor  of  her  late  husband,  will  enable  the 
congregation  to  complete  a  magnificent 
structure  that  should  be  attractive  to 


Haven  church  celebrates  Women’s  Day 


The  annual  Women's  Day  Celebration 
was  held  at  Haven  Church  in  New 
Orleans  on  March  14,  during  the  morning 
worship  hour.  Speaker  for  the  occasion 
was  Mrs.  Daisy  Whaley  Mason,  a  New 
Orleans  public  school  teacher.  Theme  for 
the  event  was  “Emerging  Lifestyle  of 
Christian  Women,  Seeking  God  Given 
Freedoms.” 

This  was  a  most  successful  event,  and 
a  hard  working  committee  helped  to 
make  it  outstanding.  Those  on  the 
committee  included:  Mrs.  Beulah  G. 
Walker,  chairperson;  Mrs.  Fannie 
Perkins  Reddix,  co-chairperson;  also, 
Mrs.  Ethel  Jackson,  Mrs.  Georgiana 
Freeman,  Miss  Carolyn  Griffin,  Mrs. 
Wilhemine  Green,  Mrs.  Olevia  P. 
W!P»  m s.  Mrs  4drena  Green,  and  Mrs. 
Ge^i^iana  Rodgers. 

Pastor  of  the  church  is  Kenneth  Fisher. 


Mrs.  Daisy  Whaley  Mason 
Speaker  at  Haven 


Church  notes  of  special  interest 


Woodlawn  Church,  Napoleonville,  held 
a  highly  successful  Revival  during  the 
week  which  began  February  15. 
Preceding  the  week  of  preaching  ser¬ 
vices  was  a  week  of  prayer  services. 
Among  the  “revival  preachers”  were: 
Sidney  Irving,  pastor  of  the  church; 
Walter  Dabney,  Earl  Brown,  Jr.,  Chester 
Freeman,  Norman  Ratliff,  all  local 
pastors  in  the  community;  and  several 
visiting  preachers. 

Guest  preacher  for  Human  Relations 
Day  at  Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was 
the  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Monroe 


District  Superintendent.  Dr.  L.  L.  Hayne, 
Jr.  is  pastor  at  Wesley. 


Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  hosted  the 
annual  Lafayette  District  Conference  on 
March  14.  A  fellowship  hour  preceded  the 
district  meeting.  Dr.  Kenneth  G. 
McDowell,  District  Superintendent, 
presided,  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
McCammon,  a  former  pastor,  was  guest 
preacher.  Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  was  introduced  in  his  new  position 
as  Director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana. 


Bishop  Crutchfield  addresses 
Shreveport  District  Missions  event 


Shreveport  District  Missions  participants,  (l-r): 
Garland  Dean,  Bishop  Crutchfield,  Carl  Lueg. 


Richard  Harry,  Jack  Cooke, 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  spoke  to 
over  400  persons  from  many  of  the 
churches  in  the  Shreveport  District  at 
Broadmoor  Church  on  February  29, 
highlighting  a  special  missions  event. 

His  theme  was  “The  Mission  of  Our 
Church  Today,"  and  he  pointed  out  many 
observations  from  his  visits  to  South 
America,  Southeast  Asia,  and  his  recent 
overseas  tour  and  retreats  with 
chaplains. 


Also  participating  at  the  Shreveport 
meeting  were  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  District 
Superintendent;  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  host 
pastor;  the  Rev.  Richard  Harry,  St. 
Paul’s;  the  Rev.  John  Hamilton  and 
choir  of  St.  James;  and  the  Rev.  Garland 
Dean,  District  Missions  Secretary. 

Following  the  program,  Broadmoor 
church  hosted  a  reception  honoring 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield. 


Hubert  Blanchard  reports 
for  Disaster  Committee: 
$40,853 

Guatemalan  relief 
received  as  of  3-8-76 

Send  In  Your 

Contributions  Immediately 


Foundation  director  to  go 
to  Toronto,  Canada 


Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  newly  appointed 
director  of  the  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Louisiana,  will  be  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  March  31st  through  April  2nd, 
where  he  will  attend  the  North  American 
Conference  on  Christian  Philanthropy. 

Ten  seminars  will  be  offered  in  the 
field  of  philanthropic  giving.  Each 
registrant  can  take  only  five  seminars. 
He  is  enrolled  to  take  the  following: 
Basic  Tax  Considerations  ;.Avenues  Open 
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31  Days  of  Love  at  Asbury 
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Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  is 
celebrating  “31  Days  of  Love”  and 
Church  Renewal,”  enabling  members  to 
participate  in  spiritual  preparation  for 
the  church’s  Spring  Revival  scheduled 
for  March  21-23.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Mouzon 
Biggs,  Jr.,  Beaumont,  Texas,  will  be 
guest  evangelist,  with  Dr.  John  Holbert 
of  Lake  Charles  the  song  leader,  soloist 
and  Bible  Study  leader. 

During  these  31  days  which  have  led  up 
to  the  revival,  members  have  found 
special  ways  of  expressing  love  and 
concern  for  their  fellowmen  in  the  church 
and  community  with  prayer,  letter 
writing,  phone  calls  and  a  week  of 
spiritual  preparation. 

Activities  planned  for  the  Revival 


both  Chinese  and  Ibans  alike. 

The  entire  Conference  salutes  and 
recognizes  the  life  of  an  outstanding 
layman,  Dr.  Odell  Campbell,  who  passed 
away  during  the  past  year,  and  ex¬ 
pressions  of  appreciation  to  Mrs. 
Campbell  are  offered  for  her  generous 
gift  in  his  memory. 


Rev.  Charles  IL  Green  dies 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Green, 
retired  lay  pastor,  died  at  his  home 
in  Boyce,  Louisiana,  on  Friday, 
March  5,  after  a  long  illness.  He 
was  79  years  of  age  and  had  served 
the  Union-Macedonia  Charge  at 
Boyce  for  the  past  four  years.  He 
came  into  the  Methodist  ministry 
through  the  Lay  Pastor’s  School, 
was  ordained  deacon  in  1946,  an 
elder  in  1948.  He  retired  in  1968  and 
has  been  living  in  Boyce  since  that 
time.  He  spent  a  total  of  36  years  as 
a  United  Methodist  minister.  He 
was  an  effective  and  faithful 
minister  of  the  gospel  uf  Jesus 
Christ. 


Sympathy  notes 

The  many  friends  and  this 
newspaper  extend  sympathy  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Douglas 
Madden  on  the  death  of  their  in¬ 
fant.  Doug  is  one  of  our 
Seminarians  attending  school  at 
Wesley  Seminary,  Washington  D. 
C. 

And,  sympathy,  also,  is  extended 
to  the  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson, 
Wesley  Foundation  Director  at 
Northeastern  in  Monroe,  on  the 
death  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Alice 
Wilson. 


Plaque  for  service 


W.  W.  ( Johnny )  Johnson  received  a 
plaque  honoring  him  for  15  years  as  a 
Sunday  School  teacher  at  Bossier  City’s 
First  Church.  Rev.  Jack  Midyett,  former 
Pastor,  left,  and  the  Rev.  George  Pearce. 
Jr..  Pastor,  right  look  on  with  pride.  The 
class  has  1 35.  with  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  75. 

Christian  Educators 
seek  “Clues  for 
the  Future...” 

“Clues  to  the  Future  of  the  Church 
School”  was  the  topic  chosen  for  study  by 
the  Louisiana  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  for  their  annual  Spring 
meeting,  which  was  held  at  Centenary 
College  on  March  17  and  18.  Richard  L. 
(Dick)  Cookson,  Director  of  Church 
School  Development  for  Multiple  Staff 
Churches,  Division  of  Education  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
was  the  leader  of  the  study  and 
resource  person. 

Other  highlights  of  the  meeting  in¬ 
cluded  a  joint  session  with  students  in 
the  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers, 
a  preview  of  the  1976  National  CEF 
Philadelphia  Convention,  celebrations, 
election  of  officers  for  1977  and  a  time  for 
informal  sharing  of  members’  proj°cts 
and  programs  from  the  past  year. 

Officers  of  the  Louisiana  Chapter  of 
CEF  are:  Rita  Ellison  Crowell,  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Monroe,  President;  La  Verne 
Keahey,  Springhill  Church,  Secretary- 
Treasurer;  and  Velma  Fallin,  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston,  Membership  Chair¬ 
person. 


South  Central  JC0M  plans  for  1977 


Planning  for  1977  was  the  task  of  ap¬ 
proximately  47  members  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  which 
met  in  February  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Representing  the  17  annual  conference 
Councils  on  Ministries  of  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  the  JCOM  was  divided  into  five 
regional  groups.  Emphasis  was  given  to 
the  fact  that  program  needs  in  some 
regions  would  differ  from  those  of  other 
regions,  while  many  common  concerns 
would  be  felt  by  all. 

Emerging  as  a  concern  that  would  be 
addressed  by  all  of  the  annual  conference 


Councils  was  “evangelism." 

Among  the  many  interesting  items  on 
the  agenda  was  a  report  of  progress  on 
the  development  of  a  filmstrip-teaching 
packet  entitled:  “The  Emerging 
Navajo."  This  is  a  joint  project  involving 
the  New  Mexico  Conference,  the  Albu¬ 
querque  District,  the  Jurisdictional 
COM,  the  National  Division,  and  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council. 

Attending  the  Oklahoma  City  meeting 
and  representing  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  was  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


in  Deferred  Giving;  Working  With  The 
Attorneys  In  Estate  Planning; 
Development  And  Production  of 
Promotional  Materials;  Planned  Giving 
Through  Wills  and  Bequests. 

The  convocation  is  held  once  every  four 
years  and  is  sponsored  by  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA. 
The  resource  leaders  will  be  from  among 
the  most  outstanding  persons  in  the  field 
of  Christian  philanthropy  today. 


include  nightly  preaching  with  all  of  the 
choirs  of  the  church  participating.  All 
age  groups  are  involved  in  the  entire 
program,  and  the  preparation  was 
climaxed  with  a  Week  of  Spiritual 
Preparation  which  included  a  home 
prayer  vigil  for  shut-ins. 

Directing  the  event  are  Raymond 
Shaw,  Jr.  and  Everett  Lueck,  co- 
chairmen;  with  the  ministers  of  Asbury, 
the  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway,  Larry 
O’Dell  and  R.  M.  Bentley  directing  the 
spiritual  preparation  for  this  Revival. 


jf^rovoit  and  dddih 


or  passes 


On  March  10,  1976,  Robert  H.  Jamieson,  our  Area  Provost  and  Editor  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  went  home  to  his  Heavenly  Father.  The  shock  and 
hurt  occasioned  by  his  sudden  homegoing  was  somewhat  ameliorated  by  a 
strong  outpouring  of  love,  of  sympathy  and  concern  from  Lay  and  Clergy  all 
across  our  Conference. 

The  Reverend  Jamieson  came  to  the  Office  of  Area  Provost  from  Munholland 
Memorial  Church  in  Metairie  last  summer.  He  had  done  a  perfectly 
magnificent  job  in  the  eight  months  of  his  tenure  in  this  office  and  was  highly 
appreciated  by  the  entire  Annual  Conference.  His  effectiveness  as  Editor  of  this 
newspaper  met  with  wide  approval.  He  was  in  constant  demand  for  sermons 
and  special  services. 

Bob  Jamieson  was  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  respected  ministers  in  the 
annals  of  Louisiana.  He  will  be  missed  sorely  by  us  all  and  especially  by  Bishop 
Crutchfield,  with  whom  he  worked  intimately  from  day  to  day.  He  leaves  his 
wife,  Norma,  and  a  host  of  friends. 

Funeral  Services  were  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans 
with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Dr.  George  Ross,  Dr.  Alfred  Norris  and  the 
Reverend  Earl  Cantrell  participating.  Interment  was  in  Ponchatoula.  Friends 
are  sending  memorial  gifts  to  Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation;  these  are  being 
mailed  to  the  Area  Provost  Office,  1114  American  Bank  Bldg.,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  70130. 


Mt.  Zion,  Clinton 

New  unit  of  UMW  organized 


t\t 

Subscription 
campaign 
“wrapped  up” 

The  annual  subscription  campaign  for 
this,  your  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  newspaper,  has  officially 
closed.  Final  tabulations  have  not  been 
released,  but  a  reliable  source  indicates 
that  subscriptions  will  probably  exceed 
last  year’s.  This  will  mean  a  total  of 
approximately  10,000  paid  subscriptions. 
Add  to  this  the  number  sent  to  our  retired 
ministers  and/  or  widows,  the  seven 
local  church  editions  which  carry  the 
conference  page,  and  the  total  number  of 
readers  should  approach  the  14,000  to 
15,000  mark. 

This  is  healthy.  However,  the  editors 
wish  to  point  out  that  this  represents 
about  10  per  cent  of  the  total  United 
Methodist  Church  membership  in  our 
Conference.  If  this  is  averaged  to 
“families”  then  the  percentage  would  be 
about  30  per  cent.  This,  indeed,  is  in¬ 
dicative  of  the  high  level  of  interest  in  the 
happenings  of  our  church  both  in  the 
conference  and  at  large. 

The  job  of  processing  these  sub¬ 
scriptions  is  one  of  mammoth  propor¬ 
tions.  The  Office  of  the  Provost  is 
exerting  every  effort  to  see  that  all 
subscriptions  are  recorded  promptly,  all 
address  changes  made  correctly,  all 
monies  recorded  accurately,  and  that  it 
all  be  done  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
However,  since  this  is  being  handled  by 
an  extremely  limited  staff,  we  ask  your 
patience  if  you  find  some  delay  in 
receiving  your  paper.  (We  hope  that  this 
will  not  be  the  case,  but  we  mention  it  so 
that  you  will  understand.) 

The  job  of  editing  this  newspaper  for 
you  —  YOUR  newspaper  —  is  a  labor  of 
love  and  concern.  The  same  is  true  of 
compiling  the  subscriptions.  God  calls 
each  of  us  to  express  ourselves  with 
whatever  talents  we  possess.  We  try  to 
use  ours  wisely,  and  for  the  church.  We 
ask  your  continued  support  in  sending 
news  to  this  office,  in  letting  us  know  of 
upcoming  events  that  need  special 
coverage,  sending  pictures  (black  and 
white  are  best),  and  of  helping  us  spread 
the  “good  news”  of  what  our  Church  is 
doing  to  carry  on  the  work  of  our  Lord, 
which  is  our  “witness.” 


Mount  Zion's  new 
UMW  officers  and 
District  friends. 


A  new  unit  of  United  Methodist  Women 
was  organized  at  the  Mt.  Zion  Church, 
Clinton,  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  and 
officers  have  been  elected. 

Mrs.  Vessie  D.  Collins  was  named 
President,  and  Miss  Vivian  Irene  Mims  is 
Vice-President.  Serving  with  them  are 
Mrs.  Mamie  Jefferson,  Secretary;  Mrs. 
Member  Butler,  Treasurer;  and  Mrs. 

For  youth  directors 


Annette  Nero,  Chairperson 
Nominations. 

Installing  the  new  officers  in  a  recent 
ceremony  was  Mrs.  Chris  H.  Hall  (left  in 
photograph),  who  is  Baton  Rouge 
District  President.  Assisting  her  was 
Mrs.  Ardessie  C.  Prophet  (right)  District 
Chairperson  for  Christian  Personhood 

Mt.  Zion’s  pastor  is  the  Rev  Ameal  D 
Ennis. 


“Born  to  Fly 
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“Born  to  Fly”  is  the  theme  of  a  major 
training  event  that  has  recently  been 
announced  for  youth  directors  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  The  dates  are 
May  17-21,  and  this  regional  event  will  be 
held  at  the  United  Methodist  Canyon 
Camp,  Hinton,  Oklahoma. 

Since  the  enrollment  is  limited  to  100 
participants  (plus  18  staff),  it  is  essential 
that  interested  persons  respond  im¬ 
mediately.  It  is  open  to  all  persons  of  the 
church  who  are  “.  .  .  interested  in  youth 
work  —  ministers,  directors,  full  time, 
part  time,  volunteer.  Especially  good  for 
the  summer  youth  director."  It  is  noted 
that  participants  must  be  high  school 
graduates  or  older. 

According  to  information  received  this 
comprehensive  workshop  will  “address 


the  whole  person  .  ..”  It  will  include 
recreational  experiences,  party  plan¬ 
ning,  learning  centers,  goal  setting, 
interest  groups,  training  in  worship, 
recruiting  workers,  building  community, 
service  projects,  helping  youth  find 
purpose.  There  will  be  film  previews, 
programs,  ideas,  all  well  grounded  in 
solid  planning.  The  event  promises  to 
give  a  broadened  concept  of  youth  work 
and  its  many  possibilities. 

Cost,  to  be  paid  by  each  church,  is  $45. 
This  includes  all  materials,  packets,  etc., 
meals,  lodging,  insurance,  textbook  — 
(and  even  a  souvenier  “T-shirt!") 

More  information  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton. 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  P.  O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport. 
La.  71104. 


Dr.  Cook  to  be  inaugurated  at  Dillard 


Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  educator  and 
former  professor  of  political  science  at 
Duke  University,  will  be  formally 
inaugurated  as  the  sixth  president  of 
Dillard  University  in  ceremonies  to  be 
held  on  the  campus  on  April  2  and  3,  it  has 
been  announced.  Doctor  Cook  has  served 
for  more  than  a  year  as  President. 

The  inaugural  ceremonies  will  be  held 
on  Saturday,  April  3,  at  2  PM  in  Lawless 
Memorial  Chapel,  and  a  reception 
honoring  President  and  Mrs.  Cook  will 


follow.  Featured  speaker  for  the  occasion 
is  Dr.  Harold  Howe,  II,  vice-president. 
Division  of  Education  and  Research,  The 
Ford  Foundation. 

Others  taking  part  in  the  two-day  event 
are:  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  President  of 
PUSH;  Dr.  Kenneth  B.  Clark,  President 
of  Clark,  Phipps,  Clark  and  Harris,  Inc., 
who  will  deliver  the  university  lecture  in 
Lawless  Chapel. 

A  college  spokesman  indicates  that  the 
events  are  open  to  the  public. 


Vietnamese  featured 
on  Brotherhood  Sunday 


Hiep  Nguyen,  father  of  a  Vietnamese  family  of  eight,  gave  a  personal  statement 
on  Brotherhood  Sunday  at  Bossier  City's  First  Church.  The  Nguyen  family  is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  church  and  Mr.  Henry  Bower.  On  the  special  occasion,  20  ad¬ 
ditional  members  of  the  family  were  present,  including  brothers,  uncles  and  their 
families.  The  latest  member  of  the  Hiep  Nguyen  family.  Bower  Lee,  was  born  on  the 
same  morning,  and  he  became  the  first  American  citizen  of  the  Vietnamese 
group.  This  photograph  shows  Mr.  Nguyen  "flanked"  by  Mr.  Bower  and  the  Rev. 
George  Pearce,  Jr. 
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We  need  to  hear  more-not  less- 
from  our  bishops  on  moral  issues 


Here  I  Stand 


MARCH  19,  1976 
■0 


The  real  ‘crime’ is  thrust  upon  the  clergy 


During  recent  months,  a  number  of  our 
church’s  bishops  have  issued  public 
statements  on  issues  of  church  and  public 
concern.  To  name  just  a  few:  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  of  the  Dakotas  Area 
has  opposed  any  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  prohibiting  abortions;  Bishop  John 
Warman  of  Pennsylvania  has  supported 
some  forms  of  limited  public  aid  to 
private  education ;  Bishop  Alsie  Carleton 
of  New  Mexico  has  urged  support  for  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment;  Bishop 
William  Cannon  of  Atlanta  has  ques¬ 
tioned  the  wisdom  of  quota  systems; 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of  Chicago  has 
urged  that  U.S.  defense  spending  be 
reduced;  and  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  of 
Syracuse  has  called  for  amnesty  for  a 
group  of  prisoners  in  Attica,  New  York. 

Predictably,  these  and  other  state¬ 
ments  issued  by  our  bishops  have  met 
with  mixed  reactions.  Some  persons 
within  the  church  have  strongly  dis¬ 
agreed  with  one  or  more  of  the  bishops’ 
views.  Others  have  questioned  the  right 
of  bishops  to  express  their  views  publicly 
on  controversial  issues,  charging  that  by 
so  doing  the  bishops  give  people  the 
impression  they  are  speaking  officially 
for  our  church. 

Without  debating  the  merit  of  any 
particular  position  taken  by  any  particu¬ 
lar  bishop,  we  believe  it  important  to 
affirm  the  right  and  responsibility  of  our 
bishops  to  express  their  views  on  issues 
of  general  concern  to  the  church  and 
society. 

Any  person  who  has  been  a  United 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Methodist  for  any  length  of  time  knows 
that  a  bishop  cannot  speak  for  our 
church.  Only  the  General  Conference  can 
speak  officially  for  the  denomination, 
and  even  its  pronouncements  are  often 
contested  by  some  members. 

When  one  of  our  bishops  addresses  an 
issue,  he  does  so  as  an  individual  leader 
within  the  church.  The  bishop’s  office 
may  provide  him  with  a  platform  from 
which  to  speak  and  be  heard.  But  the 
effect  of  a  bishop’s  statement  is  deter¬ 
mined  primarily  by  the  clarity  and 
persuasiveness  with  which  he  brings  his 
understanding  of  the  Christian  faith  to 
bear  on  the  issue  at  hand. 

We  keep  hearing  it  said  that  our  society 
is  desperately  in  need  of  strong  moral 
leadership.  We  agree. 

We  keep  hearing  it  said  that  our  church 
needs  strong  leaders.  We  agree. 

Three  qualities  of  strong  and  effective 
moral  leadership  are:  Cl)  a  sensitivity  to 
moral  issues;  (2)  enough  courage  to  take 
a  stand  when  one  is  in  order;  and  (3) 
enough  strength  of  faith  to  stand  the  heat 
that  ensues. 

We  need  to  see  and  hear  more  —  not 
less  —  from  our  bishops  on  the  critical 
moral  and  religious  issues  of  the  day.  In 
general,  we  should  encourage  our 
bishops  to  give  forceful  leadership 
whether  or  not  we  agree  with  a  given 
position  they  take.  And  we  should  each 
exercise  our  individual  right  as  Chris¬ 
tians  to  express  agreement  or  dis¬ 
agreement  with  a  particular  bishop  on  a 
particular  issue. 


By  MILTON  PROPP 

The  three  articles  published  recently  in 
TM/  UMR  that  discussed  ‘‘clerical- 
collar  crimes”  should  have  been  titled: 
“Nit  Picking  about  Ministerial  Mis¬ 
demeanors.”  If  there  is  any  crime  in  the 
list  of  nine  problem  areas,  it  would  have 
to  be  that  of  professional  incompetence. 
And  that  crime  is  one  that  is  perpetrated 
by  the  church  against  its  clergy.  It  is  not 
a  crime  that  the  clergy  commits  against 
the  church. 

The  lead  article  on  January  23rd  quotes 
Dr.  Robert  Thornburg  as  saying:  “Of  ail 
professions,  the  minister  is  the  most 
vulnerable  to  unethical  behaviour  be¬ 
cause  the  local  parish  pastor  has  the 
least  formal  accountability  structure. 
The  lack  of  structure  is  in  contrast  to  that 
maintained  for  doctors,  lawyers,  etc.” 

Ministers  are  more  accountable 

That  statement  is  not  comprehensible! 
What  doctor  has  to  face  accountability 
for  his  practice  with  a  committee  of 
patients  called  a  Doctor-Patients  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee?  Does  a  lawyer  have  his 
salary  set  by  an  administrative  board 
elected  from  his  clients?  Where  in  the 
two  professions  mentioned  is  there  an 
equivalent  of  the  District  Superintendent 
and  the  Bishop?  Tell  me  what  doctor  or 
lawyer  has  his  salary,  average  clients 
per  week,  income  produced  for  benevo¬ 
lent  charities,  number  of  clients  gained 
during  the  year,  and  total  income  of  his 
business  broken  down  in  thirty-eight 
categories  and  then  published  and 
mailed  to  the  whole  world.  Well,  that  is 
the  kind  of  accountability  that  each  local 
pastor  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 


faces  every  day  of  her/  his  life.  The  local 
pastor  far  from  having  a  “cloak  of 
immunity,”  as  described  in  a  further 
quote  by  Thornburg,  has  virtually  no 
place  to  hide.  His/  her  life  is  an  open 
book. 

The  same  issue  of  TM/  UMR  that 
carried  the  second  article  on  ministerial 
ethics  carried  an  item  about  all-time 
record  giving  to  the  sixteen  general 
benevolent  and  administrative  funds  of 
United  Methodism.  The  case  of  this 
record  giving  was  attributed  to  “loyalty 
and  commitment  of  church  members  to 
the  concerns  of  their  denomination." 
That  is  a  bit  naive!  Will  all  the  pastors 
please  step  forward  who  have  had  to  face 
committees  of  loyal  church  members 
who  were  angry  and  upset  because  the 
Charge  Conference  did  not  accept  all  the 
askings,  apportionments  and  goals  set 
for  their  church  by  General  and  Annual 
Conferences?  It  is  the  pastor  who  sees  to 
the  promotion  and  acceptance  and  under¬ 
standing  of  these  great  causes.  It  is  the 
pastor  who  leads  her/  his  people  to  the 
front  line,  and  if  the  pastor  goes  down, 
the  great  causes  of  the  denomination  go 
down  with  her/  him.  Instead  of  dealing 
with  the  key  issue,  these  articles  have 
dealj  with  symptoms  and  made  a 
difficult  task  more  difficult. 

‘Misdemeanors,’  not  ‘crimes’ 

The  nine  “crimes”  discussed  in  the 
articles  can  only  be  called  misdemean¬ 
ors.  They  are  minor  symptoms  and  even 
that  title  is  more  grandiose  than  they 
deserve.  They  are  barnacles  on  the  ship 
of  the  pastoral  ministry.  (I  am  still  trying 
to  figure  out  what  the  crime  of  acting  out 


sexual  fantasies  is  about.  Beyond  listen¬ 
ing  to  someone  else’s  sexual  fantasies, 
there  seems  to  be  no  mention  of  it  at  all. ) 

The  REAL  ISSUE  of  professional 
incompetence  needs  to  be  addressed: 
What  is  the  cause  and  can  it  be  cured? 

The  pastor  is  given  a  Brobdingnagian 
dose  of  theological  training  at  the 
beginning  of  his/  her  career  and  Lilli¬ 
putian  dribbles  thereafter,  if  it  can  be 
managed  out  of  his  own  resources. 

If  it  is  ethics  that  is  to  be  talked  about, 
what  of  the  ethics  of  a  church  that  gives 
seminary  professors  paid  sabbatical 
leaves  while  pastors  who  raise  90%  of  the 
funds  to  run  those  seminaries  have 
nothing?  Is  it  ethical  for  missionaries  in 
foreign  fields  to  have  a  year  off  every 
five  to  come  home  for  rest,  study  and 
visitation  when  pastors  who  raise  90%  of 
the  funds  for  those  missions  have 
nothing?  What  of  the  ethics  of  a  church 
that  asks  fifty  and  sixty  hour  work  weeks 
of  its  pastors,  and  then  demands  a 
“bricks  without  straw”  standard  of  pro¬ 
fessional  competency. 

The  March  6th  issue  of  “Saturday 
Review”  had  an  interesting  article  about 
a  medical  recruiting  service  provided  by 
the  University  of  Utah.  They  are  helping 
rural  communities  find  doctors.  The 
article  states:  “Even  at  salaries  ranging 
from  $40,000  to  $60,000  a  year  —  far  less 
than  a  big  city  practice  affords  —  the 
University  has  had  little  trouble  recruit¬ 
ing  doctors  to  work  in  the  sticks.  In 
addition  to  their  salaries  and  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  pleasant,  bucolic  surroundings, 
the  doctors  are  assured  generous  vaca¬ 
tions,  annual  time  off  to  brush  up  on  their 


Milton  Propp 


State  support  for  private  education  opposed,  supported 


To  the  Editor: 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Bishop  John 
Warman  (TM/  UMR,  Jan.  30  and  Feb. 
27)  did  not  do  his  homework  on  church- 
state  relations  before  declaring  in  favor 
of  plans  to  force  citizens  to  support 
Religion.  Requiring  that  all  churches  and 
other  private  organizations  pay  for  their 
own  institutions  is  not  bigotry.  If  the 
bishop  knows  of  any  private  “Mafia” 
school  which  is  receiving  public  funds, 
why  has  he  not  done  something  about  it 
rather  than  use  this  alarming  assump¬ 
tion  as  the  basis  for  further  violations  of 
our  right  to  support  or  not  support 
religion? 

The  bishop  needs  to  study  history  and 
take  a  good  look  at  the  injustice,  the 
strife,  even  the  bloodshed  caused  by 
governments  supporting  and  controlling 
religion.  He  should  at  least  read  the 
arguments  back  of  the  Supreme  Court’s 
decisions  against  such  a  practice.  If  he 
thinks  that  the  first  amendment  means 
that  the  government  is  “against  all 
religion,”  then  he  does  not  understand 
the  blessings  of  freedom  or  why  the 
churches  in  America,  happily  indepen¬ 
dent  of  government  and  relying  on  their 
own  voluntary  supporters,  have  flour¬ 
ished  as  nowhere  else  in  the  world. 

Virgil  A.  Kraft 
Evanston,  Illinois 

An  impossible  ideal ? 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  John  Warman’s  article  in  your 
February  27  edition  giving  his  witness 
that  his  position  on  Federal  aid  to 
parochial  schools  was  a  prayer  experi¬ 
ence  is  most  interesting 

He  would  not  think  so,  but  I  think  his 
whole  idea  here  raises  a  question  as  to 
whether  the  ideal  of  permanent  govern¬ 
mental  neutrality  in  the  matter  of 
religion  is  a  possible  ideal.  Perhaps 
Jesus  knew  what  He  was  saying  when  He 
said  if  we  were  not  positively  for  Him  we 
would  be  against  Him! 

Robert  H.  James 
Hendricks,  Minnesota 
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A  plan  to  allow  values 
learning  through  taxation 
To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  the  Feb.  27  “My 
Witness”  column  by  Bishop  Warman,  I 
sympathize  with  the  Bishop’s  views; 
however,  I  believe  neither  he,  nor  any 
right  thinking  Protestant,  Catholic  or 
Jew  should  advocate  Federal/  state  aid 
to  parochial  schools.  Witness  the  stifling 
controls  now  being  placed  on  our  local 
school  systems  by  the  benevolent  Fed¬ 
eral  bureaucracy. 

Instead  of  aid,  there  is  another, 
infinitely  more  desirable  way  to  foster 
the  growth  of  denominational  parochial 
schools.  The  crux  of  the  present  problem 
is  the  horribly  unfair  burden  of  payment 
placed  on  the  parent  who  wishes  to  send 
his  child  to  a  parochial  school.  As  we 
know,  he  pays  directly  for  his  child’s 
private  education  and  also  provides  for 
public  school  support  through  property 
taxation.  True,  he  does  not  have  to  send 
his  child  to  a  parochial  school.  But, 
perhaps,  like  many  more  of  us  should 
feel,  the  thought  of  his  child  attending  the 
public  schools  of  today  is  morally 
repugnant. 

The  concept  of  values  learning,  which 
Bishop  Warman  mentioned,  lies  at  the 
very  heart  of  the  matter.  In  their  frantic 
attempts  to  thwart  aid  to  Roman 
Catholic  schools,  the  very  high-minded 
type  of  individual  Bishop  Warman  de¬ 
scribed  in  his  article,  used  the  club  of 
church/  state  separation  to  beat  paro¬ 
chial  schools  to  death,  but  also  unwitting¬ 
ly  handed  the  same  weapon  to  anti- 
religionists.  The  enemies  of  religion,  as 
we  should  all  realize,  have  succeeded  in 
transforming  our  public  schools  into  the 
paganistic,  hedonistic,  mindless  insti¬ 
tutions  of  anti-learning  they  are  today. 

If  certain  segments  of  our  population 
wish  to  have  their  offspring  educated  in 
such  manner,  then  fine;  these  schools 
should  be  provided.  But  if  feelings  of  reli¬ 
gion  stir  our  hearts,  we  should  be 
repelled  at  the  thought. 

What  we  have  desperately  needed  are 
Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  religious 
leaders  who  would  forcefully  defend  the 
parochial  system  —  not  by  asking  for 
Federal  handouts,  but  rather  by  demand¬ 
ing  a  fair  shake  in  the  form  of  equitable 
taxation  for  support  of  both  parochial 
and  public  schools. 

Can  this  be  done?  Canada  supports  its 
public  and  parochial  schools  through  one 
system  of  taxation:  owners  of  taxable 
property  simply  make  a  declaration  as  to 
whether  their  school  taxes  will  be  utilized 
for  parochial  or  public  education.  Separ¬ 
ation  of  church  and  state  is  not  an  issue  in 
Canada  insofar  as  support  of  education  is 
concerned.  Why  should  it  continue  to  be 
in  the  United  States?  Robert  Simm0ns 

Austin,  Texas 

Thanhs  for  article 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  very  much  for  the 
article  which  you  ran  recently  con¬ 
cerning  the  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship  (TM/  UMR,  Feb.  6),  its 
support  and  stand  on  various  issues  in  the 
church,  and  its  activities  in  submitting 
petitions  which  the  Fellowship  believe 
will  help  to  strengthen  the  church  and 
meet  the  needs  of  the  people  in  the  Town 
and  Country  areas. 

We  are  indebted  to  you.  It  was  a  fine 

art*c*e'  Glenn  Biddle 

Jackson,  Ohio 

Position  on  ERA  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

The  February  20  issue  carried  an  ar¬ 
ticle  on  United  Methodists  organizing 
ERA  support. 

I  would  like  to  know  by  what  authority 
the  Women’s  Division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  can  assume  to  represent  United 
Methodists  on  this  controversial  issue. 

If  General  Conference  delegates  ac¬ 


tually  took  such  a  position  some  years 
backiihen  it  is  imperative  that,  the  n$cL 
General  Conference  reexamine  its 
position  based  on  disclosures  of  the  last 
several  years  regarding  the  truly 
negative  impact  of  ERA  on  the  family 
and  home. 

And  it  will  be  up  to  Methodist 
laypersons  to  assure  that  Annual  and 
General  Conference  delegates  have  the 
latest  facts  on  this  issue. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hess 

Lakewood,  Colorado 

Are  Bible  interpretation 
reprints  still  available ? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoy  TM/  UMR  very  much.  I  find  it 
especially  helpful  in  preparing  my 
sermons  and  keeping  me  in  touch  with 
the  general  church. 

I  was  wondering  if  you  had  any  copies 
left  of  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam ’s  article 
“The  Bible  and  our  Task:  Separating 
God’s  Word  from  man’s  words”  (TM/ 
UMR,  July  13,  1973).  I  am  getting  ready 
to  teach  a  Bible  study  and  would  like  to 
get  hold  of  50  or  so  copies.  I  have  used 
this  article  in  the  past  and  it  is  most 
helpful .  Steven  A .  Caskey 

Kendrick,  Idaho 
EDITOR’S  NOTE :  A  limited  number  of 
reprints  of  “The  Bible  and  our  Task”  are 
available  in  booklet  form  at  the  following 
rates:  1  copy,  50c;  three  copies,  $1.00; 
5-10  copies,  25c  each;  11-50  copies,  20c 
each;  51  copies  or  more,  15c  each. 

We  shouldn't  be  hesitant 
about  declaring  our  faith 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  enjoyed  our  conference’s  edition 
of  TM/  UMR  immensely.  I  was  par¬ 
ticularly  amused  by  the  small  item  about 
Dr.  James  H.  Zumberge  of  S.M.U.  (Feb. 
20  issue).  But  is  it  really  so  amusing, 
after  all?  So  simplistic  an  approach  to 
and  statement  of  the  challenge  to 
Christian  faith  is  no  laughing  matter. 

Indeed,  the  woman  said  exactly  what 
she  meant,  while  it  seems  almost  or  next 
to  impossible  for  us  “theologically 
oriented”  Christians  to  say  anything 
intelligible  at  all  about  God  to  modern 
man.  I  mean,  do  we  have  the  courage 
after  all  has  been  said  and  resaid,  to  give 
our  lives  fully  to  God?  I  think  the  woman 
was  more  perceptive  than  she  knew. 

While  I  am  “turned  off”  by  someone 
who  accosts  me  with  the  question:  “Are 
you  saved?”  I  should  answer,  now,  “Yes 
I  am  saved;  I  was  saved  by  grace  when 
God  gave  His  salvation  to  all  mankind  in 
His  Son  Jesus  of  Nazareth.”  Yes,  I  have 
been  “saved”  ...  I  know  that.  The 
question  should  be:  “Do  you  know  that 
you  have  been  saved?”  or  “Do  you  know 
the  wonderful  gift  that  God  has  given 
you?” 

Dr.  Schillebeeckz,  a  Dutch  theologian, 
said  in  his  lecture  tour  in  the  United 
States:  “A  hesitant  theology  may  come 
from  a  certainty  of  faith,  while  a 
certairity  in  theology  may  hide  a  hesi¬ 
tancy  in  faith.” 

Indeed,  our  clever  anecdotes  may 
cover  an  embarrassing  uncertainty  in 


the  world  —  where  we  may  be  cut  off  (or  ■ 
feel  cut  off)  from  a  personal  relationship 
to  our  Creator  —  even  in  our  schools  of 
theology. 

The  woman  is  quite  right,  however.  It 
doesn’t  matter  where  we’ve  been  or  how 
much  knowledge  we  may  possess,  or 
whatever  we  are,  we  can  still  be  saved! 

Daniel  Stone 
Washington,  D.C. 

Bishops  should  attempt 
to  reflect  views  of  members 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  February  20  issue  carried  an 
article  relative  to  Bishp  Paul  Washburn’s 
attack  on  Secretary  of  Defense  Rums¬ 
feld’s  proposals  concerning  the  national 
defense  budget  and  nuclear  capabilities. 

I,  too,  have  written  Secretary  Rumsfeld 
concerning  those  particular  issues.  How¬ 
ever,  I  indicated  my  strong  support  for 
his  proposals.  More  importantly.  I  also 
indicated  to  the  Secretary  my  belief  that 
the  Bishop’s  views  should  not  be  con¬ 
strued  as  accurately  reflecting  those  of 
the  rank  and  file  majority  of  the  United 
Methodist  laity. 

Of  course,  Bishop  Washburn  is  entitled 
to  his  views  and  certainly  is  free  to 
express  them  as  an  individual.  The 
alarming  part  is  that  such  a  view  as 
Bishop  Washburn’s,  and  all  too  fre¬ 
quently  the  views  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  are  taken  to  be  those 
of  the  entire  United  Methodist  Church. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  deplorable. 

It  seems  that  not  only  the  views  issued 
by  the  Board  are  diametrically  opposite 
to  those  of  the  grassroot  membership, 
but  more  often  than  not,  are  political 
issues  in  which  the  church  should  not  be 
involved  as  a  body  or  an  arm  of  a  body. 
Instead,  church  members  in  their  role  as 
citizens  should  participate.  In  any  case, 
should  not  any  arm  of  the  church  be 
responsive  to  the  membership?  And  if  for 
some  reason  the  membership  does  not 
make  its  desires  known,  should  not  said 
arm  at  least  be  partially  obligated  to  try 
to  determine  membership  feelings  before 
plunging  into  the  more  controversial 
issues?  _  _  _ T  | , 

D.  L.  Holloway 
Eldon,  Missouri 

Deal  with  newspaper  ethics 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  your  series,  “Clerical- 
collar  crimes,”  and  the  editorial  of 
February  27,  1976,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  your  next  expose  might  well  be  on 
“newspaper  ethics.” 

The  tone  of  your  editorial  and  the 
series  are  completely  at  odds.  You  know, 
these  issues  are  real  and  I  do  not  oppose 
their  being  brought  before  our  United 
Methodist  people.  It  is  not  always  what 
you  say  that  does  the  damage,  but  how 
you  say  it! 

In  reading  the  series,  I  felt  like  I  was 
reading  from  one  of  the  national  scandal 
sheets;  the  terms  used  and  the  effort  to 
make  it  look  like  these  abuses  were 
commonplace  is  most  regrettable  in  a 
newspaper  which  represents  our  United 
Methodist  Church. 

James  M.Shemwell 
Cabool,  Missouri 


1  agree  with  Bishop's  stand 

To  the  Editor: 

I  bow  to  Bishop  Armstrong  for  his 
stand  on  abortion! 

I  am  so  tired  of  hearing  anti-abortion- 
ists  ranting  unrealistically  about 
“murder.” 

There  are  millions  of  abused  and 
starving  children  in  this  country  and 
world  who  weren’t  wanted.  What’s  so 
great  about  that! 

Everyone  is  not  financially  nor  men¬ 
tally  capable  of  coping  with  one  child  or 
too  many. 

Anti-abortionists,  come  out  of  that 
dream  world  and  start  facing  cold,  hard 
facts .  Barbara  Szemenyei 

San  Juan  Capistrano,  California 

Important  points  neglected 

To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  anti-abortion 
writers  in  the  last  three  issues  have 
neglected  some  important  points.  One  is 
that  the  question  is  not  a  simple  one. 
Theologians,  philosophers,  and  jurists 
have  wrestled  with  the  question  and  have 
not  been  able  to  agree  on  just  when  “life” 
begins,  and  when  —  if  ever  —  abortion 
can  be  called  “murder.” 

Second,  the  current  situation  does  not 
force  abortion  on  anyone.  It  simply 
leaves  a  woman  free  to  choose. 

Third,  abortion  does  exist  and  will 
continue  to.  The  issue  is  whether  only  the 
wealthy  can  have  an  abortion  and 
whether  the  poor  must  once  more  seek 
out  back-alley  butchers. 

Fourth,  without  going  into  matters  like 
rape,  incest  and  the  like,  we  must  see 
that  abortions  are  sometimes  necessary. 
But  we  need  to  understand  the  trauma 
women  undergo  during  pregnancy,  and 
see  that  even  with  an  understanding 
husband,  women  suffer  a  great  deal ;  how 
much  more  so  when  a  woman  has  no 
psychological,  spiritual  or  physical  sup¬ 
port?  Only  a  male  supremicist  society 
would  force  a  woman  to  undergo  it,  in 
other  words,  not  allow  a  woman  freedom 
in  the  use  of  her  own  body. 

Fifth,  unwanted  babies  may  not  all 
become  “battered  babies”  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  many  become  warped  and  cri¬ 
minal  adults  who  take  out  on  society  their 
bitterness  over  a  miserable  childhood. 

Two  questions  need  to  be  considered  in 
addition :  How  many  of  those  who  oppose 
abortion  would  be  willing  to  support 
unwanted  children?  How  many  of  them 
would  support  the  kind  of  sex  education 
which  could  prevent  some  of  these 
unwanted  pregnancies? 

RoyE.Teele 
Georgetown,  Texas 

Abortion  issue  is  simple 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  are  people  on  either  side  of  this 
argument  unwilling  to  acknowledge  the 
facts  and  so  see  the  issue  simply  and 
clearly?  Abortion  is  the  taking  of  human 
life.  Under  what  circumstances  is  killing 
justifiable?  JoeWKrecker 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 


medical  training,  and  other  benefits  — 
including  free  mal-practice  insurance.” 

The  ministry  is  service  vocation 

If  local  pastors  averaged  one-half  of 
those  benefits,  then  they  would  be  able  to 
take  about  the  luxury  of  “accountability” 
that  doctors  maintain  for  themselves. 
The  medical  and  legal  professions,  which 
have  been  put  forward  as  examples  for 
us,  are  no  longer  primarily  service  pro¬ 
fessions.  These  persons  are  handsomely 
rewarded  for  their  labor,  and  these 
rewards  enable  them  to  enhance  their 
skills  by  continuing  education.  The 
ministry  is  primarily  a  service  profes¬ 
sion  and  the  rewards,  however  great,  are 
not  monetary.  Only  last  December,  I  had 
to  choose  between  spending  the  small 
continuing  education  item  for  profes¬ 
sional  enrichment  in  the  church  budget 
or  for  paying  off  the  last  installment  of 
conference  apportionments.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  got  the  money.  I  did  not  mind  doing 
that,  but  it  illustrates  why  personal  hurt 
comes  to  clergymen  in  the  comparison  of 
their  competence  with  the  more  affluent 
professions. 

One  of  the  presidential  candidates  said 
recently:  “To  every  pressing  problem 
there  is  an  answer  that  is  simple, 
impressive,  and  wrong!”  Well,  here  is  i 
simple  answer  and  even  if  it  is  wrong, 
perhaps  it  will  start  some  wheels  turning. 
Cut  number  of  seminaries; 
offer  better  continuing  education 

One  wonders  at  the  ethics  of  thirteen 
United  Methodist  related  seminaries  in 
the  country,  with  an  average  enrollment 
of  337  students  in  1974.  Could  we  not 
centralize  our  efforts  with  only  one 
seminary  in  each  jurisdiction  each 
serving  nine  hundred  students?  Could  we 
not  lease  or  sell  the  surplus  institutions 
and  apply  the  funds  to  help  local  pastors 
afford  a  sabbatical  or  assist  her/  him  in 
continuing  education  projects  that  have 
substance.  (I  do  not  consider  minister’s 
weeks  or  pastor’s  schools  as  projects  of 
substance.) 

Is  that  hard  talk?  If  the  church  wants 
competence  from  its  pastors,  then  let  the 
church  restructure  its  redundant  insti¬ 
tutions  and  find  funds  to  give  real  and 
substantial  help.  When  that  is  forth¬ 
coming,  then  competence  may  be  talked 
about  and  expected. 

One  term  of  my  ministry  was  spent  on 
a  college  campus,  in  the  days  before 
omnipresent  air  conditioning.  Every 
administrator’s  office  on  that  campus 
was  air  conditioned,  while  not  one  faculty 
member’s  office  had  that  advantage. 
Those  who  stood  nearest  the  money 
appropriated  it  for  themselves  and  let 
others  do  without.  A  good  deal  of  the 
same  thing  is  happening  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  large.  Those  who 
stand  nearest  the  great  national  funds 
seem  able  to  serve  themselves,  while  the 
pastor  stands  at  the  farthest  comer  of  the 
room. 

One  wonders  if  we  reduced  all  national 
bureau  staffs  by  one  third,  if  we  reduced 
the  number  of  district  superintendents  by 
one  third  .  .  .  one  wonders  if  anyone 
would  notice  any  effect  at  the  local 
church  level.  It  would  soon  be  noticed, 
however,  in  the  calibre  of  persons 
attracted  to  the  ministry,  and  in  the 
number  who  might  remain  in  the 
ministry  because  of  the  support  and 
maintenance  provided  by  these  funds. 

Is  that  hard  talk?  Perhaps  it  is,  but  it  is 
time  for  hard  talk.  If  the  church  wants 
competence  in  its  pastors,  let  it  winnow 
the  harvest  and  find  funds  to  afford  that 
competence. 

Most  pastors  want 
to  be  competent 

Most  pastors  do  not  see  themselves  as 
martyrs.  Most  love  their  work.  There  are 
few  who  go  into  this  work  for  monetary 
rewards.  If  continuing  education  and  the 
accompanying  competence  is  to  be  forth¬ 
coming,  then  it  will  have  to  come  out  of 
fund  sources  that  are  already  in  exis¬ 
tence.  There  is  no  surplus  money  in 
pastoral  salaries  to  afford  it.  There  is  no 
more  room  in  the  local  church  budget  to 
expand  the  funds  now  being  given.  If  help 
is  not  forthcoming  and  soon,  that  will  at 
least  solve  the  problem  of  “clerical 
collar  crimes”  —  for  there  will  be  few 
clerics  around  to  commit  them.  In  my  21 . 
years  of  service  as  a  pastor,  I  have 
watched  an  endless  line  of  good  men  and 
women  leave  the  pastor’s  role  behind. 
That  line  would  not  be  so  endless  if  some¬ 
thing  regular  and  substantial  could  have 
been  done  for  them  after  being  handed 
the  B.D.  degree. 

" Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM  /  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the ' 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Milton  Propp,  is  pastor  of  the  Asbury 
UMC  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference. 
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Funding  for  priorities  proposed 

‘JFor/d  Service ‘ Advance  Specials’  each  to  carry  part ,  saysGCOM 


‘ Decency  in  Media '  campaign  launched 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Former  Watergate  figure  Charles  Colson,  left,  and  singer 
Pat  Boone  talk  about  the  "Decency  in  Media"  campaign  at  a  session  of  the  National 
Religious  Broadcasters  Conference  here.  Mr.  Colson  said  the  U.S.  faces  "a  great 
type  of  decision"  in  which  the  electronic  media  “can  be  the  greatest  instrument  for 
the  greatest  message"  or  else  be  just  as  powerful  an  instrument  for  continuing 
degradation  and  lowering  of  standards. 

"Decency  in  Media”  is  one  part  of  a  broader  crusade  for  public  righteousness 
launched  here  by  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals  and  the  broadcasters 
from  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  It  would  tackle  everything  from  abortion  to  xenophobia, 
with  soecial  emphasis  on  influences  that  adversely  affect  children. 
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By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON  —  The  issue  of  "voluntary” 
verses  "apportioned”  funding  for  a 
church-wide  priority  to  aid  United 
Methodist  ethnic  minority  local  churches 
came  in  for  lengthy  debate  and  ended  in 
disappointment  here  March  8-11  for  those 
responsible  for  developing  the  priority 
program. 

Designers  of  a  second  priority  —  world 
hunger  —  were  more  successful  in  at¬ 
tempts  to  change  recommended  funding 
methods  as  finances  for  that  project  were 
recommended  to  be  split  between  two 
funding  channels. 

Already  having  approved  basic  details 
of  the  two  priorities  last  December,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  —  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  national  program  coordinating 
agency  —  seeks  $5  million  annually  over 
the  next  four  years  for  each  of  the 
priorities. 

In  December  the  GCOM  recommended 
that  the  priority  on  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church  be  funded  through  a  $3.5 
million  "Advance  Special”  (second-mile 
giving)  fund,  which  would  receive 
voluntary  donations,  coupled  with  a  $1.5 
million  "World  Service”  allotment. 


(World  Service  is  the  main  national  fund 
through  which  various  church  programs 
are  funded.  It  is  paid  through  “ap¬ 
portionments”  and  not  voluntary 
giving.) 

Persons  responsible  for  designing  the 
program  for  that  priority,  however,  have 
sought  to  remove  it  entirely  from  the 
“Advance  Special”  route  for  funding  and 
to  place  the  entire  asking  under  World 


Service  in  an  effort  to  keep  funding  from 
depending  so  heavily  on  voluntary 
giving.  While  they  were  successful  at 
urging  the  GCOM  to  reconsider  the 
funding  procedure  recommended  in 
December,  they  were  unable  to  persuade 
the  council  to  change  its  stance  on  the 
matter. 

Dr.  George  Outen,  who  headed  the 
special  task  force  which  researched  and 


Futurist  asks  church 

Is  ‘1984’  already  here? 


Full  speed  for  ‘petitions  factory’ 


By  NEWELL  KNUDSON 

EUREKA,  Calif.  —  If  the  classroom 
building  here  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  should  be  swallowed  up  by  an 
earthquake  during  the  next  two  months, 
it  would  seriously  disrupt  the  whole 
Unitfed  Methodist  Church! 

Most  of  the  business  of  the  forthcoming 
General  Conference  is  laid  out  on  tables 
and  in  cartons  in  the  room  that  has  been 
dubbed  "The  Petition  Factory.”  These 
are  the  petitions  that  have  come  in  for 
consideration  by  the  worldwide  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  meets  April  27  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore. 

When  the  nearly  1,000  delegates  from 
all  over  the  world  gather  to  write 
legislation  for  the  church  for  the  next 
four  years,  they  will  pay  careful  at¬ 
tention  to  the  petitions  that  are  now  being 
processed  in  the  "petition  factory”  in 
Eureka. 

Every  morning,  Noreen  Marx,  the 
office  manager,  empties  "P.O.  Box  4866, 
Eureka,  Calif.,  95501”  and  brings  to  the 
office  a  carton  (later,  it  will  be  a  mail 
bag!)  of  letters  containing  petitions. 
These  are  requests  for  legislation  to  be 
enacted  by  the  Conference.  They  come 
from  the  Philippines  and  Zaire;  from 
Bear  Lake,  Pa.,  and  Atlanta;  from  Nash¬ 
ville  and  Evanston?  from  Corcoran  and 
Eureka.  dsns*  ' 

Any  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  any  group  in  a  local  church,  or 
any  general  agency  may  send  in  a 
petition.  And  they  have  sent  them  in  — 
about  3500  so  far,  with  that  many  more 


expected  by  the  March  27  deadline. 

Noreen  checks  the  petitions  to  be  sure 
there  are  three  copies  of  each  and  that 
the  sender  is  identified  as  a  member  or 
organization  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Then  she  titles  each  one: 
“Optional  Early  Retirement,”  "Com¬ 
position  of  the  Administrative  Board,” 
"Oppose  Amendments  to  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples,”  and  so  forth.  A  tentative 
assignment  is  then  made  of  each  petition 
to  an  appropriate  legislative  committee 
of  the  Conference:  "Church  and 
Society,”  “Global  Ministries,”  "Local 
Churches,”  etc. 

Next  the  petitions  are  "jacketed” 
(given  a  cover  sheet),  sorted  and 
assigned  an  identifying  serial  number. 
Finally,  a  list  is  made  of  all  the  petitions 
by  serial  number,  title,  and  sender,  and 
sent  to  the  "Daily  Christian  Advocate” 
for  publication  before  the  General 
Conference  begins. 

When  the  General  Conference 
delegates  arrive  in  Portland,  they  will 
find  on  their  desks  copies  of  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate,  which  lists  the 
petitions. 

One  of  the  10  legislative  committees 
will  consider  each  proposal.  The  com¬ 
mittee  recommends  “concurrence”  or 
“non-concurrence,”  or  else  sends  a 
rewritten  version  to  the  floor  of  the 
Conference.  These  are  printed  ih  the 
"Daily  Christian  Advocate”  and  are  then 
considered  by  the  Conference  as  a  whole. 

Often  there  is  a  debate  on  a  committee 
recommendation.  Sometimes  there  is  a 
simple  "yes”  or  "no”  vote.  If  the 


legislative  committee  votes  concurrence, 
and  if  the  General  Conference  upholds 
the  committee  recommendation,  the 
proposal  becomes  part  of  the  law  of  the 
church  and  is  written  into  the 
“Discipline.” 

Hovering  over  this  operation  is  the 
Petitions  Secretary  of  the  General 
Conference;  that’s  me.  I  am  responsible 
for  processing  petitions,  for  getting  them 
to  the  proper  committees,  for  knowing 
where  any  petition  is  during  the  Con¬ 
ference,  and  for  answering  questions: 
"What  action  was  taken  on  the  petition  I 
sent  in?”  "Why  did  you  send  that  petition 
to  ‘Church  and  Society’  instead  of  to 
‘Global  Ministries’  ”? 

I  have  been  doing  this,  for  the  three 
General  Conferences  since  1968,  and 
have  worked  on  petitions  since  1952.  Here 
in  Eureka  most  of  the  work  is  done  on  my 
own  time  and  on  "days  off”  so  it  will  not 
interfere  with  my  work  as  pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  large 
church  and  a  large  organization.  The 
petition  process  gives  everyone  and 
anyone  the  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  the 
highest  delegated,  representative, 
legislative  body  in  the  church. 

And  Room  1  in  the  Classroom  Building 
of  our  church  is  where  it  begins  to  hap¬ 
pen.!  > 

The  Rev.  Newell  Knudson  is  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Eureka,  Calif,  and  wrote  this 
article  in  the  church  newsletter  to  ex¬ 
plain  his  job  as  Petitions  Secretary  for 
the  General  Conference. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON  —  Are  we  on  the  brink  of 
totally  devaluing  human  beings  and 
creating  the  world  described  in  George 
Orwell’s  book  "1984”? 

A  nationally-known  "futurist”  an¬ 
swered  "yes”  to  that  question  in  a  speech 
before  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  chief  program  coordinating 
agency  here  March  9,  but  said  such  a  fate 
can  be  avoided  if  the  church  begins  to  act 
to  help  determine  "the  direction  of 
society.” 

Robert  Theobald,  an  authority  in  the 
field  of  "futurism”  —  the  study  of  trends 
in  society  and  the  application  of  those 
trends  to  the  future  —  said  "most  of  the 
evidence”  points  toward  "despair,”  but 
that  he  believes  "we  can  use  faith”  to 
find  new  ways  to  deal  with  our  problems. 

Mr.  Theobald,  who  is  applying  his 
"futurism”  concepts  to  the  church  for  the 
first  time,  said  the  central  question  is: 
"Can  we  become  religious  enough  and 
intelligent  enough  to  avoid  the  disasters 
Orwell  predicts?” 

Hired  by  the  UMC’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  as  a  consultant  for  a 
"Shaping  the  Future”  project  being 
carried  on  jointly  by  the  GCOM  and  the 
National  Association  of  Conference 
Council  Directors,  Mr.  Theobald  made 
his  remarks  as  a  part  of  two  presen¬ 
tations  in  which  he  told  of  the  findings  of 
a  questionnaire  on  church  issues  cir¬ 
culated  late  last  year. 

He  said  that  questionnaire  (completed 
by  832  United  Methodists  across  the 
country)  identified  two  issues  over  which 


General  Conference  to  vote 


At  issue:  bishops  for  life  or  tenure? 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  April  27-May  8  in 
Portland.  Ore.  The  following  is  the 
twelfth  in  a  series  of  articles  in  which 
TM/  UMR  summarizes  a  major  issue  to 
face  the  delegates. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Should  a  bishop  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  be  elected  to  the  office  for  life  or 
should  a  bishop  serve  only  a  limited 
number  of  years  in  the  office? 

That’s  the  "$64,000  question"  facing 
delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference. 

Proponents  of  the  first  position,  "life 
tenure,”  are  backed  by  the  conclusions  of 
the  Commission  to  Study  the  Episcopacy 
and  District  Superintendency  —  a  31- 
member  commission  created  and  or¬ 
dered  by  the  1972  General  Conference  to 
spend  four  years  studying  those  offices 
and  bring  in  a  report. 

Proponents  of  the  second  position  to 

Communications 
funding  backed 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON  —  Recommendations  were 
niade  here  March  9  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  for  $659,500  funding 
of  a  new  approach  to  communications 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  funding  request,  which  now  must 
go  to  the  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
for  approval,  is  to  implement  recom¬ 
mendations  of  a  church-wide  com¬ 
munications  study  conducted  last  year  in 
the  wake  of  the  collapse  of  the  UMC’s 
family  magazine  "United  Methodists 
Today.” 

No  recommendation  was  made  to 
GCFA  as  to  where  funds  would  come 
from,  but  the  GCOM  requested  that  the 
funds  come  from  a  source  other  than 
"World  Service  apportionments”  (the 
denomination’s  basic  benevolence  fund), 
i  The  basic  design  of  the  com¬ 
munications  system  was  approved, 
without  a  funding  recommendation,  by 
the  GCOM  last  December.  It  calls  for 
radio  and  television  programming,  a 
stronger  news  and  feature  service  for 
local  church  newsletters,  and  a  program 
journal  "mutual  ministry”  magazine. 
;  The  study,  developed  last  year  through 
a  series  of  roundtable  discussions  across 
the  country,  does  not  call  for  establish¬ 
ment  of  any  national  periodical  to 
replace  the  defunct  "United  Methodists 
Today.” 


limit  a  bishop  to  a  fixed  number  of  years 
in  the  office,  “term  episcopacy,”  find 
support  in  a  minority  report  coming  to 
the  delegates  from  seven  members  of 
that  commission. 

Commission  report 

What  are  the  reasons  given  for  each 
position?  Among  the  reasons  listed  for 
electing  a  bishop  for  life,  the  commission 
report  includes  : 

(1)  Strong  and  ongoing  leadership. 
Bishops  must  be  free  to  speak  out  without 
fear  of  looking  to  their  own  future  ap¬ 
pointments,  the  report  states. 
Ecumenical  relations  and  global  in¬ 
teraction  call  for  leaders  with  long  ex¬ 
perience  and  time  to  initiate  and  see 
through  strategies  affecting  the  whole 
church.  The  connectional  system  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  works  "best 
when  authority  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 
elected  officials  rather  than  creating  a 
vacuum  into  which  bureaucrats  could 
step.” 

(2)  Maintain  the  historical  position  of 
the  church.  For  almost  200  years  the 
former  Methodist  Church  has  elected  its 
episcopal  leaders  for  life  and  has  called 
upon  the  Council  of  Bishops,  including 
active  and  retired  bishops,  to  provide 
‘‘valuable  wisdom  and  experience” 
accumulated  across  a  span  of  years. 

(3)  To  safeguard  against  the  misuse  of 
power  by  a  bishop,  regulations  should 
focus  on  the  office  rather  than  the  person. 
The  episcopal  office  is,  in  reality,  already 
a  ‘‘modified  and  voluntary  term 
episcopacy.”  It  is  “modified”  because 
bishops  live  with  fixed  retirement  dates 
and  limited  terms  in  any  given  area.  It  is 
“voluntary”  because  bishops  receive 
increasing  possibilities  for  exit 
procedures,  such  as  resignation  and 
early  retirement. 

The  commission  said  its  primary 
concern  was  to  provide  for  "continuity 
and  experience  in  the  office  without 
encouraging  the  development  of  an 
autocratic  and  arbitrary  style  of 
leadership.  The  recommendation,  then, 
is  to  maintain  life  tenure  for  bishops  but 
to  provide  for  a  clearer  system  of  ac¬ 
countability  and  to  describe  a  variety  of 
exit  options  ...” 

Minority  report 

The  minority  report,  however, 
recommends  one  eight-year  term 
without  the  possibility  of  reelection. 
After  a  completion,  the  person  would 
return  to  the  annual  conference  from 
which  he  or  she  had  last  been  a  member 
for  appointment  to  a  parish  or  church- 
related  position. 


Among  the  reasons  for  term 
episcopacy  are: 

(1)  Creation  of  a  system  more  com¬ 
patible  with  "the  mood”  of  the  church. 
The  report  cites  a  questionnaire  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  study  commission  which 
was  sent  to  all  bishops,  administrative 
assistants  to  bishops,  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  district  presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Women  an<3  selected  pastors 
and  lay  leaders.  Of  the  almost  4,000 
persons  responding,  53  percent  of  the 
district  superintendents,  64  percent 
clergy  and  70  percent  laity  favored 
"desirability  in  the  future  of  a  bishop 
being  limited  to  a  term  of  office.”  And  53 
percent  clergy  and  56  percent  laity  an¬ 
swered  "no”  to  the  question  whether  the 
policy  of  bishops  elected  for  life  should 
continue. 

The  report  also  noted  that  the  change 
in  term  of  office  would  establish  con¬ 
sistency  with  general  secretaries  of 
program  boards  who  presently  are 
limited  to  an  eight-year  term. 

(2)  Allow  for  election  of  younger 
persons  and  a  greater  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  persons.  The  church  could  profit 
from  the  experience  of  a  larger  number 
of  persons  who  served  in  the  office  and 
then  returned  to  further  service  in  the  life 
of  the  church. 

Reduce  isolation 

(3)  Reduce  the  isolation  of  the  bishop, 
the  tendency  to  become  autocratic  and 
the  aura  about  the  office.  The  study 
commission  questionnaire  showed  that  a 
majority  of  district  superintendents, 
clergy  and  laypersons  responding 
believed  bishops  do  not  get  adequate 
feedback  on  their  performance.  The 
report  concluded  that  the  isolation  of  the 
bishop  "no  doubt  plays  a  part  in  this 
failure  of  communication.” 

The  questionnaire  also  revealed  that  53 
percent  of  the  district  superintendents,  61 
percent  of  the  clergy  and  58  percent  of 
the  laity  thought  that  bishops  become 
"more  autocratic  the  longer  they  are  in 
office.”  Knowledge  that  a  bishop  must 
soon  return  to  "the  ranks"  would  provide 
him  or  her  greater  accountability  and 
sensitivity  to  the  church  while  in  office, 
the  report  said. 

Although  the  minority  report,  if 
adopted,  would  require  a  constitutional 
change,  the  signers  of  the  report  "see  no 
threat  to  the  episcopacy  or  itinerant 
general  superintendency  in  term 
episcopacy.  "The  report  concludes  that 
instituting  term  episcopacy  at  this  time 
would  be  a  step  forward  for  the 
church.” 


He  said  the  church’s  role  both  in¬ 
ternally  and  in  society  needs  to  be  that  of 
communicator  rather  than  preacher. 
Pointing  out  that  communication 
requires  listening,  he  said  we  have  to 
abandon  the  idea  that  there  is  a 
“possibility  of  objective  truth."  He  said 
the  church  has  too  often  accepted  the 
"scientific”  way  of  looking  at  life  in 
terms  of  "cause  and  affect.” 

‘‘Analysis  of  the  world  through 
religious  values  is  as  important  as 
looking  at  it  through  the  laws  of  science,” 
Mr.  Theobald  said. 

He  said  that  the  church  should  start 
moving  away  from  the  "potential 
terrors”  of  "1<)84”  by  learning  to  com¬ 
municate  and  by  building  trust.  Once 
there  is  communication  and  trust,  he 
said,  opportunities  can  be  designed  to 
allow  effective  discussion  of  issues  and 
ultimate  solutions. 


designed  the  priority,  told  TM/  UMR 
after  the  council  voted  against  changing 
its  funding  recommendations  that  he  was 
“disappointed”  and  said  he  thinks  it  is  a 
mistake  not  to  fund  the  priority  "through 
mainstream  channels.” 

He  went  on  to  say,  however,  that  he  is 
pleased  that  the  GCOM  continued  to  back 
the  task  force  proposal  that  the  $1.5 
million  portion  of  the  funding  comes  from 
World  Service  rather  than  a  special 
apportioned  benevolence,  as  passed  by 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  last  December.  That 
difference  between  GCOM  and  GCFA 
recommendations  will  be  dealt  with  at 
General  Conference  in  May. 

Meanwhile,  funding  methods  for  the 
world  hunger  priority  came  in  for  con¬ 
siderable  change  as  the  council  voted  to 
recommend  that  $2  million  be  raised 
each  year  through  apportioned 
benevolences  and  the  remaining  $3 
million  be  raised  by  voluntary  donations 
to  an  “Advance  Special.”  The  GCOM 
tentatively  approved  a  plan  in  December 
under  which  the  entire  $5  million  would 
be  raised  through  the  "Advance.” 

The  GCOM  also  approved  a  plan  under 
which  the  funds  would  be  allocated  to 
general  church  boards  for  hunger 
projects. 

The  portions  of  both  priorities 
recommended  for  funding  through 
Advance  Specials  were  approved  by  the 
Advance  Committee. 


Church’s  ecumenical  work 
both  praised ,  criticized 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
DAYTON  —  "We  must  ask  ourselves 
whether  we  are  in  danger  today  of  saying 
‘My  parish  is  my  world,’  ’’  the  top 
executive  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  told  United  Methodist 
officials  here  March  9. 

Dr  Philip  A.  Potter,  general  secretary 
of  the  WCC,  both  praised  and  criticized 
United  Methodism  for  its  approach  to 


there  could  be  "potential  splits”  in  the  inter-denominational  cooperation  around 


denomination.  They  are  (1)  the 
relationship  between  the  local  church 
and  general  boards  and  (2)  the  "tension 
between  evangelism  and  social  action.” 
He  said  both  of  these  issues  are  “rein- 


the  world.  Speaking  to  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  at  a  luncheon 
meeting  and  earlier  to  journalists  at  a 
press  conference,  lie  paid  tribute  to  the 


forced”  by  a  "lack  of  trust"  among  Wesleyan  movement  for  its  contributions 


church  persons  who  are  involved. 


to  inter-church  cooperation,  but  said 


<*No  looking  back’  for  life 
still  filled  with  mission 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

PENNEY  FARMS,  Fla.  —  Don’t 
bother  asking  89-year-old  Rev.  Anna 
Giambarresi  if  it  isn’t  time  to  really 
retire,  after  several  separate  "lifetimes” 
of  mission. 

"Not  for  awhile  yet,”  she’ll  answer 
firmly.  "It’s  all  been  lots  of  fun."  And 
back  she’ll  go  to  the  day  care  center 
where  her  60  years’  experience  in  the 
ministry  is  still  being  put  to  good  and 
nearly  daily  use. 

Officially  Mrs.  Giambarresi  is  retired. 
An  associate  member  of  the  Florida 
annual  conference,  she’s  a  resident  of  the 
Memorial  Home  Community  for  retired 
ministers  and  missionaries  here. 

But  as  she  teaches  4  -  and  5-year  olds 
four  days  a  week,  works  each  summer 
with  junior  highs  in  Vacation  Church 
School,  busily  turns  out  dozens  of  gar¬ 
ments  for  the  children  of  Appalachia ,  and 
takes  courses  in  oil  painting  and  fabric 
decoration  on  her  one  free  morning  each 
week,  the  lady  continues  to  do  what 
comes  naturally:  learn  and  teach. 

Her  first  "career”  began  before  World 
War  I,  when  she  went  as  a  missionary  to 
teach  in  a  girls’  school  in  Rome.  This 
daughter  of  a  Methodist  minister  later 
went  on  to  share  with  her  husband  a 
ministry  to  Italian-Americans  that 
spanned  more  than  50  years  and  involved 
every  kind  of  social  service. 

"I  like  nothing  better  than  teaching  but 
I’ve  never  been  satisfied  just  to  teach.  I’d 
feel  like  a  peg.” 

In  Boston,  where  she  married  the  Rev. 
Salvatore  Giambarresi,  she  worked  for 
25  years  with  the  Social  Services  House  in 
the  city’s  predominantly  Italian  North 
End.  There,  too,  she  studied  theology  at 
Boston  University  and  received  deacons’ 
and  elders  orders  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  breaking  the  barrier  to 
women’s  ordination  by  way  of  a 
‘‘missionary  clause.”  Her  husband 
conducted  services  in  Italian,  she  in 
English  —  "and  there  had  to  be 
somebody  who  could  serve  communion.” 

The  years  in  Boston  were  exciting. 


Anna  Giambarresi 

"We  were  mother  and  father  to  hundreds 
of  people.”  And  later,  through  25  more 
years  at  Broadway  UMC,  Providence, 
R.I.,  Mrs.  Giambarresi  taught,  tutored, 
introduced  children  to  science,  sewing 
and  woodworking  through  clubs  held  in 
her  own  home. 

She  also  taught  formally,  both  in  public 
school  and  colleges,  and  continued  her 
own  education,  studying  Italian,  Ger¬ 
man,  Spanish,  Hebrew,  Greek  and  Latin. 

Since  her  "retirement”  to  this  com¬ 
munity,  Anna  Downey  Porter  Giam¬ 
barresi  has  had  plenty  of  opportunity  to 
reminisce.  She  was  honored  by  her  alma 
mater,  Baker  University,  with  a  special 
citation  in  1969.  And  several  hundred 
persons  turned  out  several  years  ago  to 
honor  her  at  a  reunion  at  the  summer 
camp  she  and  her  late  husband  founded 
in  Boston. 

But  looking  back  does  not  come  na¬ 
turally  to  her.  Even  keeping  in  touch  with 
friends  and  parishioners  of  a  lifetime, 
though,  rewarding,  is  "too  time- 
consuming,”  Mrs.  Giambarresi  told 
TM/  UMR.  "I  always  write  such  long 
letters.  It’s  too  much.” 

Instead  there’s  still  so  much  to  do. 
"There  are  so  many  things  in  a  life.  You 
just  have  to  skim  along  the  top." 


actions  of  the  UMC  and  other 
denominations  do  not  always  show  an 
awareness  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

"It  is  sometimes  tempting  for  us  to 
think  that  what  we  are  doing  is  unique 
and  to  forget  that  others  around  the 
world  are  engaged  in  the  same 
struggles,”  Dr.  Potter  said.  Earlier  at 
the  press  conference  he  held  up  a  bulky 
packet  of  materials  passed  out  at  the 
GCOM  meeting  and  said,  "This  material 
being  considered  by  your  church  touches 
many  of  the  same  issues  the  world 
council  is  dealing  with,  but  no  where  do  I 
find  any  reference  to  what  the  WCC  is 
doing." 

Dr.  Potter,  55,  himself  a  Methodist  with 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Caribbean  and  the  Americas,  said  the 
work  of  the  whole  Christian  fellowship 
around  the  world  should  be  in  our  minds 
as  we  view  the  work  of  our  individual 
denominations. 

During  the  press  conference  Dr.  Potter 
said  he  strongly  disagrees  with  some 
writers  who  have  described  the  recently 
completed  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  WCC  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  as  “middle  of  the  road.” 
He  said  the  assembly  did  not  "go  back 
on”  any  of  the  social  and  public  issue 
stances  taken  at  previous  assemblies  and 
that  a  calmer  mood  in  Nairobi  was  due 
more  to  the  mood  of  the  world  than  a 
change  in  WCC  direction. 

“For  the  first  time  we  were  truly  a 
World  Council  of  Churches,”  he  said.  "It 
was  the  most  inclusive  assembly  we  have 
had  thus  far.  The  agenda  in  some  past 
years  has  been  set  to  a  large  degree  by 
persons  from  the  North  Atlantic  area,  but 
in  Nairobi  the  rest  of  the  world  had  a 
greater  part  in  setting  the  agenda.” 

Three  top  execs 
elected  by  GCOM 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON  —  Two  new  associate 
general  secretaries  were  elected  here  by 
the  United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  March  10  to  fill 
vacancies  left  last  December  when  twtf 
former  council  executives  were* 
dismissed.  In  another  election,  a  new= 
general  secretary  for  the  denomination’s? 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  was  con-3 
firmed. 

Elected  to  fill  the  GCOM  associate; 
general  secretary  posts  were:  Dr.  Ezra^ 
Earl  Jones,  a  member  of  the  North? 
Alabama  Conference,  presently  serving; 
as  associate  director  of  research  in  the? 
UMC’s  National  Division,  Board  of| 
Global  Ministries;  and  C.  Leonard; 
Miller,  who  is  presently  associate; 
program  director  in  the  UMC’s  New: 
York  Conference. 

Elected  to  head  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  (BCS)  was  Dr.  George! 
Outen,  a  member  of  the  Easter  Penn-E 
sylvania  Conference  now  serving  as  ah 
associate  general  secretary  in  the  Boant 
of  Discipleship.  Dr.  Outen  was  formerly: 
nominated  for  the  position  by  aj 
unanimous  vote  Of  the  BCS. 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

JET/CRUISE  GREEK  ISLES  EGYPT 

NEW  DATE  =  JUNE  5-19 

Departing  Dallas/Ft.  Worth  June  5.  12:00  Noon;  Returning  Dallas/Ft.  Worth  June  19,  Early  Morning 

BASIC  COST  -  $1499 

Two  weeks  on  the  luxury  class  VICTORIA  on  the  enchanting  Mediterranean 
Visiting  Athens,  Cairo,  Damascus,  Galilee,  Jacob's  Well,  Jerusalem,  Bethlehem 
Jericho.  Rhodes,  Santorini,  Ephesus,  Patmos,  Crete.  Corinth 

OUTSTANDING  LECTURES  ON  BOARD  SHIP:  OLD  TESTAMENT,  NEW  TESTAMENT,  ARCHAEOLOGY 

DEAN  JOSEPH  D.  QUILLIAN.  PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY.  SMU 
DR,  BILL  HENDRICKS,  SOUTHWESTERN  BAPTIST  SEMINARY,  FT.  WORTH 
DR.  KERM1T  SCHOONOVER.  PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY,  SMU 

Registrations  are  65%  filled  to  date  (3/  15/  76)  -  Reserve  your  cabin  while  there  is  space  available : 

For  detailed  information,  send  to:  JET/CRUISE,  623  E.  College,  Seguin,  Texas  78155 
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Navajo  school  take-over  aired 

Mission  board  insists  on  strong  voice  for  Native  Americans 
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MARCH  19,  1976 


CHARLEVOIX.  Mich.  —  Greensky  Hill  Mission,  near  here,  a  Methodist  mission  to 
Native  Americans  begun  in  1823,  was  built  originally  by  Peter  Greensky  from  logs 
skidded  overland  by  an  ox  team.  The  present  building  is  a  fine  example  of  old  log 
style  construction  with  hand-hewn  timbers  and  notched  corners.  (See  story  below.] 

Chiefs 9  council  ring 
site  of  mission  church 


EDITOR’S  NOTE :  The  author  is  a  high 
school  student,  an  Ottawa  Indian  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Petoskey,  Mich.  The  Amos  Kahgees 
mentioned  in  the  story  were  her  grand¬ 
parents.  In  writing  the  article.  Miss 
Sharon  Kahgee  said,  “I  hope  to  pay 
tribute  to  my  heritage  as  well  as  inform 
other  United  Methodists  of  this  historic 
site." 

By  SHARON  L.  KAHGEE 

CHARLEVOIX,  Mich.  —  Today  one 
can  find  outside  the  city  a  small  log  cabin 
church  tucked  away  in  a  wooded  site 
near  Susan  Lake.  The  church  is  formally 
known  as  Greensky  Hill,  a  United 
Methodist  mission  named  after  the  late 
Peter  Greensky. 

Peter  Greensky  was  born  in  1798  and 
attended  boy’s  school  in  the  Upper 
Peninsula  until  he  graduated  in  1823.  It 
was  at  this  time  he  became  Christian, 
and  as  a  Methodist  minister,  came  to 
lower  Michigan  to  build  a  mission.  He 
founded  the  mission  on  the  west  side  of 
Susan  Lake  at  a  site  which  he  named 
Greensky  Springs  in  honor  of  his  sister. 

Before  the  church  was  built,  the 
Indians  had  used  cedar  trees  for  pro¬ 
tection  while  holding  services.  In  1823, 
Peter  Greensky  built  the  original  mission 
church,  a  rude  building  of  bark  and 
boughs. 

It  is  said  that  Indian  chiefs  once  held 
their  councils  on  this  site.  In  June  of  1834, 
family  maple  trees  were  planted  in  a 
circle  and  bent,  by  tying  them  down,  so 
that  they  would  be  useless  as  lumber. 
Legend  says  they  had  a  crook  in  the  form 
of  chairs  which  represented  the  Indians 
sitting  in  their  councils. 

Throughout  the  years,  the  Indians  have 
always  held  their  summer  camp  meet¬ 
ings  here.  This  is  a  time  of  great 
excitement  for  all.  Such  foods  as  corn 
meal,  wild  rice,  corn  soup,  squash,  and  of 
course,  Indian  bread  were  fixed.  Agnes 
Kahgees  father,  Peter  Mackemnaw, 
used  to  bring  their  cow  to  the  camp  to 
supply  fresh  milk. 

Agnes  Kahgee  was  the  wife  of  former 
minister,  Amos  Kahgee,  at  Greensky.  He 
started  preaching  in  1928  and  preached 
until  he  died.  He  loved  the  church  and  one 
Sunday  morning  in  the  middle  of  winter 
he  walked  across  the  lake  on  the  ice  from 
Harbor  Springs  to  Greensky  Hill  just  to 
come  to  church! 

As  each  year  passes  there  have  been 
many  great  people  at  Greensky.  One  for 
example,  was  the  wife  of  Jacob  Green¬ 
sky,  Ester  Kewaider-Qwa,  which  means 
"Northern  Lady."  Ester  was  a  full 
blooded  French  baby  left  at  Old  Fort 
Mackinaw  during  an  Indian  raid.  She 
was  the  only  survivor.  She  was  brought  to 
the  Ottawas  at  Doom,  Mich,  and  raised 
as  an  Ottawa  child. 

Inside  the  church  today  one  finds 
wooden  benches  for  the  congregation 
consisting  of  about  eleven  people.  Behind 
the  altar  stands  a  painting  by  John 


Classified 


Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S10 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 


WANTED  EXPERIENCED  CHURCH 
Secretary:  Terrace  UMC.  enrollment  2200  .  2 
ministers.  1  DCE.  Send  resume  to  Rev.  Grady 
Earls.  1203  Wirt  Rd..  Houston  77055. 


GROUP  -  RESERVE  Now  for  the  Great 
Passion  Play  -  America's  No.  1  Drama! 
Tickets,  lodging,  recreation  &  meals.  Only  $11 
a  person  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt. 
1.  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  72632,  Phene  (501)253- 
•415. 


LIGHT  OAK  PEWS  with  gold  cushions. 
Eighteen  12  ft..  Six  11  ft.,  three  choir  pews  and 
2  pulpit  pews.  Available  In  April  cr  May. 
Asbury  UMC.  Box  738.  Denton.  Tex.  76201. 


THE  KING'S  LETTER.  Monthly  newsletter. 
Everything,  everybody  pertaining  to  Pipe 
Organs.  Organists,  pastors,  music  com¬ 
mittees.  Articles  Finding  Honest  Consultants. 
Emergency  Organ  Repairs.  Increasing 
Attendance,  etc.  Reverberations  thru  reader- 
written  responses.  Write:  King's  Letter,  Dept 
UMI.  R.F.D.  No.  1.  Wins  ted.  Conn.  06098 


FREE  HOLY  LAND  TOURS  -  top  quality 
programs  for  those  who  obtain  5  additional 
tour  members.  Box  47.  Friendship  Tours.  5810 
Grassmere  Lane.  Dallas.  Tex.  75205. 


WANTED:  CHURCH  BUSINESS  Adminis¬ 
trator  (Lay  Person).  1st  UMC  Wichita  Falls 
(Salary  open-negotiable)  Write:  Dr.  Bruce 
Weaver.  P.O.  Box  2125.  Wichita  Falls,  Tex. 
76307  or  call  (817)  766-423L 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  staff  person  far 
Director  of  Education- Youth  Work,  along  with 
children  and  youth  choirs.  Send  resume  to  1st 
UMC.  Box  747.  Memphis,  Tex.  79245. 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  education  director 
with  emphasis  on  a  good  youth  program. 
Contact  Re-/  H  Lecn  Reed.  (214)  657-6568;  or 
(214  )  657-3652;  or  mall  resume  to  1st  UMC,  i04 
N .  Marshall  St..  Her.derson.  1  exd.t  <556'. 


Duvemay  Sr.  of  Jesus  kneeling  by  a  rock 
praying.  There  is  quite  a  story  behind 
this  painting;  John  Duvernay  was  asked 
to  do  this  painting  by  Agnes  Kahgee.  He 
simply  replied,  “Give  me  food  and  I  shall 
paint.”  So  it  was  done.  His  pay  consisted 
of  30  bushels  of  potatoes  and  other  garden 
vegetables. 

It  is  said  the  Indian  language  will  soon 
be  forgotten  because  it  is  used  so  seldom. 
There  is  only  one  man,  Mr.  Enos  Willis, 
age  84,  in  the  Petoskey-Charlevoix  area 
who  can  still  pray  in  the  Indian  tongue  as 
they  did  over  a  hundred  years  ago. 

Greensky  Hill  is  still  a  remarkable 
historic  site  that  welcomes  visitors  to 
come  and  share  in  the  worship  and  praise 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO  —  Native  Americans  will 
have  a  controlling  voice  in  the  future 
operation  of  United  Methodism’s  only 
Native  American  mission  school,  offi¬ 
cials  reported  here  last  week  to  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  the  wake  of  a  flap  set  off  by 
the  firing  of  the  school’s  superintendent. 

Dr.  Randolph  Nugent  reported  that 
“the  National  Division  took  over  control 
of  the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School 
at  Farmington,  N.M.  on  an  interim  basis 
because  the  mission  school’s  board 
membership  and  by-laws  did  not  meet 
division  guidelines."  He  said  the  January 
takeover  and  appointment  of  an  interim 
superintendent  would  continue  until  a 
new  school  board  could  be  constituted,  a 
process  that  could  take  up  to  a  year. 

The  campus  of  the  112-year-old  board¬ 
ing  school  for  Native  American  students 
in  grades  six  through  12  is  owned  by  the 
Women’s  division.  Operations  are  man¬ 
aged  through  the  National  division  which 
also  provides  about  22  percent  of  the 
school’s  $388,000  budget.  Another  25 
percent  of  the  school’s  budget  comes 
from  Advance  Specials. 

Dr.  Nugent  tc’1  TM/UMR  that  a 
National  division  directive  two  years  ago 
asked  the  "advisory  boards”  of  mission 
schools  to  become  “policy  making 
boards"  composed  “at  a  minimum"  of 
one-third  United  Methodists,  one-third 
persons  representing  the  population  of 
the  student  body  and  one-third  persons 
with  special  expertise  or  skills.  A  board 
could  conceivably  be  all  U.M.  if  it 
adequately  included  the  other  two  cate¬ 
gories,  or  it  could,  in  the  Farmington 
situation,  be  largely  Native  American. 

Local  boards  were  to  establish  mem¬ 
bership  and  by-laws  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  division,  Dr.  Nugent  said. 

“But  at  Farmington  the  advisory 


Study  finds  women’s  image 
on  TV  is  ‘dehumanizing’ 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

CHICAGO  —  The  image  of  women  on 
prime  time  television  “is  partial  and  de¬ 
humanizing,”  a  major  program  unit  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  was  told 
here  March  12  in  a  preliminary  report  on 
an  extensive  monitoring  project. 

“Preliminary  findings  from  our  study 
suggest  that,  with  the  exception  of  oc¬ 
casional  tokens,  women  are  not 
portrayed  as  professional,  well-trained 
and  educated,  competent  persons,” 'the 
report  said.  “For  the  majority  of  female 
characters,  it’s  still  Occupation: 
Housewife.” 

The  complete  findings  of  the  project 
developed  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  be  available  in  June.  The 
managers  of  that  division  are  meeting 
here  March  12-15. 

Designed  to  help  raise  consciousness  of 
viewers  and  be  the  basis  for  action  to 
change  any  distortions,  the  research  was 
developed  and  coordinated  by  the  Center 
for  Media  Studies  at  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion,  Berekeley,  Calif.  It  was  under¬ 
written  for  the  Women’s  Division  by  a 
grant  from  the  Keller  Fund. 

“Every  adult  and  child  in  our  society 
learns  from  television,"  the  preliminary 
report  said.  “When  the  lesson  of  the 
moment  is  what  it  means  to  be  a  woman 
or  a  man,  the  lesson  is  badly  skewed  and 
distorted.  Television  land  is  so  familiar 
that  the  distortions  pass  un-noticed." 

“Women  are  portrayed  as  younger  and 
‘sexier’  than  men,  and  have  less 

At  church  convention 


authority  than  their  male  counterparts, 
the  preliminary  report  said.  Professional 
and  executive  level  occupations  are  filled 
almost  entirely  by  men. 

“Government  and  legal  professions 
were  four  times  more  likely  to  be  por¬ 
trayed  by  male  characters  than  by 
female  in  family  viewing  hours.  These 
occupations  increased  to  being  nine  to  13 
times  more  likely  to  be  portrayed  by  men 
during  adult  programs." 

The  study  indicates  that  “in  problem 
solving,  all  of  the  characters  were 
concerned  primarily  for  other  males 
This  was  followed  by  a  concern -for  self. 
The  least  concern  was  shown  for  other 
females.” 

“Family,  romantic,  love  and  marital 
problems  were  faced  by  women  in  all  of 
the  situation  comedies,”  the  report  went 
on.  “Their  male  counterparts  were 
primarily  faced  with  career,  justice  and 
health  problems.” 

One  of  the  187  women  who  spent  a  total 
of  1,400  hours  viewing  741  episodes  of  42 
series  from  November  through  January 
said  that  for  her  one  of  the  most 
noticeable  characteristics  was  that  most 
of  the  orders  are  given  by  men,  just  as 
most  of  the  problems  are  solved  by  men. 

Acting  on  the  preliminary  report 
submitted  here,  the  Women’s  Division 
approved  asking  for  an  exploration  of 
strategies  “requesting  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  to  correct 
the  misrepresentation  of  women."  Local 
groups  will  be  asked  to  “encourage" 
their  local  station  managers  “to  take 
necessary  steps  toward  more  realistic 
portrayals  of  women  on  television.” 


4 Expose  the  scoundrels  9  in 
nursing  home  field ,  critic  says 


CINCINATTI,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodist  health  and  welfare  leaders 
were  urged  here  March  8  by  a  critic  of 
nursing  homes  to  help  “expose  the 
scoundrels"  in  the  field. 

“You  who  run  good  homes  must  expose 
or  run  out  of  business  the  bad  homes,” 
Mary  Adelaide  Mendelson  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  told  a  section  meeting  of  the  36th 
annual  convention  of  the  denomination’s 
National  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries. 

The  author  of  a  book  critical  of  nursing 
home  practices,  Mrs.  Mendelson  said 
that  while  “the  only  good  homes  I've  seen 
are  philanthropic  ones,”  ih  recent  weeks 
complaints  have  begun  to  come  in  about 
conditions  in  some  of  these  facilities. 
Responding  to  a  comment  that  implied 
criticism  of  her  approach,  Mrs.  Men¬ 
delson  said  that  if  agencies  and 
leadership  such  as  that  represented  at 
the  sessions  here  do  not  help  correct 
wrongs,  “exposes”  such  as  her  book  will 
continue. 

Other  speakers  at  the  convention 
covered  a  wide  range  of  topics,  including 
the  rights  of  both  parents  and  children, 
fund-raising,  attention  to  minorities  and 
the  future  of  chaplaincy  services  in 
health  and  welfare  facilities.  More  than 
1,100  persons  registered  for  the  U.M. 
meeting  and  the  concurrent  Protestant 
Health  and  Welfare  Assembly. 

Justine  Wise  Polier,  director  of  the 
Children's  Defense  Fund  of  the  State  of 
New  York  Juvenile  Justice  Division,  said 
that  children’s  rights  include  a  sense  of 
belonging  and  having  a  permanent  home, 
medical  care  and  treatment,  and  being 
placed  in  the  “least  restrictive  situation 
possible”  when  removed  from  natural 
parents  Mrs.  Polier  stressed  a  child’s 


right  “not  to  be  neglected  or  abused  by 
natural  parents.” 

Advocacy  in  another  area  was  the 
concern  of  the  Rev.  Clayton  E.  Ham¬ 
mond.  Dover,  Del.,  national  chairman  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR). 

Addressing  the  convention  section 
made  up  of  annual  conference  health  and 
welfare  leadership,  Mr.  Hammond  urged 
them  to  “make  service  to  ethnic 
minorities”  a  priority  in  their  con¬ 
ferences  in  accord  with  the  priority  set 
by  the  church’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Annual  conference  health  and  welfare 
activities  should  be  shaped  by  the  fact 
that  minorities  have  been  neglected, 
the  BMC  leader  said,  adding  that 
in  his  experience  such  ministries  have 
“too  often  been  for  those  who  need  them 
the  least." 

In  a  concluding  business  session,  W. 
Roland  Walker,  a  Kenbridge,  Va., 
construction  executive  and  institutional 
trustee,  was  installed  fora  one-year  term 
as  president  of  the  National  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Jack  A.  L.  Hahn  of  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Other  officers  installed  include  Lena 
Mae  Rust,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  president¬ 
elect;  the  Rev.  Jerry  Smart,  Cincinnati, 
vice-president;  M.  Joe  Helms, 
Galveston,  Tex.,  secretary;  and  Marcus 
E.  Drewa.  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  treasurer. 

Functioning  as  an  adjunct  of  the 
Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  unit  is  made  up  of  some 
320  homes  for  the  aging,  hospitals  and 
services  for  children  and  youth. 


board  constituted  itself  as  a  policy  board 
without  division  approval,  strictly 
limited  Native  American  membership  to 
one-third,  went  on  to  incorporate  itself  in 
the  State  of  New  Mexico  and  hired  a 
superintendent,”  he  said.  Technically, 
the  school  was  still  under  division  control 
because  the  by-law  process  was  by¬ 
passed. 

The  situation  blew  wide  open  four 
months  later  when  the  board  decided  to 
fire  their  new  superintendent,  Dr. 
Richard  Reahard,  \yithout  giving  him 
any  reasons.  Allegedly,  the  board  fired 
him  instead  of  supporting  him  in  his 
firing  of  several  Anglo  dorm  parents. 

The  parents  and  alumni  association 
were  up  in  arms  and  sent  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Nugent  in  late  January  demanding  a 
change  in  the  school  board  so  it  would  be 
75  percent  Native  American.  They  also 
offered  to  take  over  the  operation  of  the 
school.  Dr.  Nugent  said. 

Raymond  Tsosie,  Shiprock,  N.M., 
president  of  the  alumni  association,  told 
TM/UMR  “the  board  was  not  responsive 
to  Native  American  needs  overall  and 


showed  a  virtual  lack  of  concern  for  the 
continuity  of  leadership  at  the  school  as 
well  as  an  unwillingness  to  resolve 
differences  with  the  superintendents.” 
He  said  Dr.  Reahard  was  the  second 
superintendent  to  be  fired  within  a  very 
short  period  of  time. 

National  Division  officials  and  the  local 
board  “mutually  agreed”  to  the  divi¬ 
sion’s  takeover,  to  putting  the  school’s 
assets  under  division  control  and  to 
working  toward  the  development  of  a 
new  board,  Dr.  Nugent  said. 

The  division  sent  the  Rev.  Hector 
Naves,  in  Hispanic  missionary  on  sab¬ 
batical  leave  to  act  as  interim  super¬ 
intendent  at  the  Navajo  school.  Dr. 
Nugent  said  his  main  assignment  was  “to 
get  the  board  moving.” 

The  chairperson  of  the  National  Amer¬ 
ican  Indian  Committee  (NAIC),  Ms. 
Diane  Moats,  Los  Angeles,  publicly 
criticized  the  division  for  sending  an 
Hispanic  to  the  school.  (The  NAIC  is  the 
United  Methodist  Native  American 
caucus.) 


But  Mr.  Tsosie  and  Dr.  Franklin 
Freeland,  a  Native  American  educa¬ 
tional  administrator,  reported  to  the 
recent  Dallas  meeting  of  the  NAIC  that 
“there  is  Indian  involvement”  at  Farm¬ 
ington.  The  NAIC  then  supported  the 
alumni  association  and  its  proposal  for 
an  “educational  needs  assessment”  of 
curriculum,  administration  and  staff  to 
be  conducted  by  a  Native  American 
educator. 

“Positive  change"  is  occurring,  Mr. 
Tsosie  told  TM/UMR.  He  believes  the 
alumni  association,  however,  will  have  to 
“keep  pushing”  for  the  board  changes 
and  implementation  of  Native  American 
proposals. 

Mr.  Naves  said  he  has  been  meeting 
with  the  alumni  and  parents,  and  that  the 
task  of  defining  the  “mission”  of  the 
school  is  underway.  Three  Navajos  have 
been  added  to  the  staff  since  he  arrived 
two  weeks  ago,  he  added. 

And,  he  reported  with  relish,  “the 
Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School  just 
won  the  New  Mexico  conference  basket¬ 
ball  championship.” 


A  minister  on  a  federal  agency 

Seneca  Indian  works  for  justice 

Rv  PAT  CITrC  u_  l J  t ** 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 
WASHINGTON, 

D.C.—  In  all  the 
years  he  was  grow¬ 
ing  up  as  an  adopt¬ 
ed  child  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  young  Tom 
Fassett  had  one  un¬ 
wavering  belief: 
that  he  was  really 
an  American  Ind- 
ian.  Tom  Fassett 

Today,  the  Rev.  Tom  Fassett,  United 
Methodist,  has  confirmed  that  childhood 
institution  —  he  is  indeed,  the  son  of  a 
Seneca  mother  —  and  is  dealing  with  his 
heritage  the  best  way  he  knows  how:  by 
working  nationally  for  justice  for  the 
Native  American. 

Mr.  Fassett  currently  serves  as  a 
staffperson  for  the  American  Indian 
Policy  Review  Commission  —  the  first 
joint  Congressional  commission  ever  to 
involve  Native  Americans  themselves  in 
the  task  of  recommending  federal  legis¬ 
lation  affecting  them. 

“American  Indians  have  a  peculiar 
claim  on  the  country  for  justice,”  Mr. 
Fassett  told  TM/UMR  last  week.  They 
also  have  a  claim  on  the  church  for  help 
in  staking  that  claim,  he  believes.  “The 
United  Methodist  Church,  for  example, 
has  almost  10  million  members  who 
could  mobilize  for  justice  for  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Indian.” 

And  that’s  where  he  comes  in.  Or 
rather,  came  in  a  long  time  ago. 

Adopted  as  an  infant,  he  “just  knew” 


he  had  Indian  blood.  “Call  it  para- ' 
psychology  or  whatever,  there  was  no 
doubt  in  my  mind.” 

Ironically,  he  and  his  family  had 
moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Rochester, 
N.Y.  —  virtually  next  door  to  the  Seneca 
Nation-—  when  his  belief  that  he  was  of 
American  Indian  heritage  was  con¬ 
firmed. 

Later  ordained  a  minister  in  the 
Western  New  York  Annual  Conference 
Mr.  Fassett  moved  almost  naturally 
from  local  church  ministry  to  ministries 
promoting  social  justice  for  the  down¬ 
trodden. 

First  as  urban  minister  for  the  UMC  of 
Rochester  and  later  as  urban  affairs 
coordinator  for  a  major  corporation,  he 
dived  head-long  into  problems  of  race, 
drugs,  youth,  civil  liberties  and  senior 
persons. 

In  1974  he  was  elected  to  head  the 
Seneca  Nation’s  Manpower  Planning 
Consortium,  to  help  provide  manpower 
training  for  non-reservation  urban-bound 
Native  Americans. 

“I  have  naturally  been  attempting  to 
deal  with  my  Indian  heritage  in  my 
ministry,”  he  says.  “But  the  actual 
discovery  of  my  background  was  inci¬ 
dental.  I’ve  always  been  drawn  to  the 
cause  of  social  justice  even  before  I  knew 
exactly  who  I  was." 

Who  he  is  today?  United  Methodist 
minister  and  Native  American  advocate 
are  a  natural  blend  of  roles,  he  main¬ 
tains.  “We  as  a  church  have  much  to 
learn  from  the  native  religious  cultures. 


And  yes,  by  all  means,  Native  Americans 
can  be  and  should  be  at  home  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church!” 

For  that  to  happen,  however,  he  says, 
the  General  Conference  must  make 
American  Indian  needs  a  church  priority 
and  back  it  up  with  programs,  funds  and 
personnel. 

“I  can  hardly  believe  what  I  heard 
recently:  that  there  are  only  five  fully- 
ordained  Native  American  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers.  The  needs  are  tremen¬ 
dous,  in  terms  of  seminary  preparation, 
relevant  curriculum  and  lay  education 
opportunities.” 

He  is  pleased  that  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  petition  General  Conference  in  April 
to  support  the  work  of  the  American 
Indian  Policy  Review  Commission. 

Congress  appointed  the  Commission  to 
study  the  relationship  between  the 
federal  government  and  the  American 
Indians  and  to  submit  legislative  pro¬ 
posals  by  June  1977.  The  11  commis¬ 
sioners  —  five  Native  Americans,  three 
senators  and  three  congressmen  —  have 
appointed  task  forces  to  deal  with  treaty 
review,  health  and  education,  reserva¬ 
tion  development,  urban  Indians  and 
other  concerns. 

The  Commission’s  efforts,  he  believes, 
will  help  reshape  federal-Native  Ameri¬ 
can  relations  for  100  years  or  more.  And 
that,  he  says,  is  work  he  was  destined  to 
have  a  hand  in,  both  as  minister  and  as 
advocate  for  people  he  claims  as  his  own. 


What  Is  Your 
Happiness?  Upon 
What  or  Whom 
Does  It  Rely? 


You  Say  You’re  Depressed? 

How  God  Helps  You  Overcome  Anxieties 

by  Donald  L.  Deffner 

The  author,  a  trained  counselor,  knows  first-hand 
about  the  depths  we  can  reach  through  emo¬ 
tional  struggles.  By  minimizing  our  fears  and 
developing  faith,  he  emphasizes,  we  CAN  replace 
destructive  thoughts  with  constructive  action. 
Paper,  $3.25 

What  the  Bible  Says 

edited  by  Lewis  Drummond 
foreword  by  Billy  Graham 

A  unique  systematic  guide  to  biblical  doctrines 
by  evangelical  English  scholars.  "What  the  Bible 
Says ”  is  written  and  edited  in  a  contemporary 
style  that  will  appeal  to  every  reader"  .  .  . 

Billy  Graham.  $5.95 

Seventy  Times  Seven 

by  Robert  Hoyer 

World  society  lives  by  law  and  punishment,  but 
the  author  advocates  giving  forgiveness  a  real 
try.  He  discusses  the  many  aspects  of  for¬ 
giveness  in  community  action  and  offers  positive 
ways  to  overcome  resistance.  Paper,  $3.25 

Gifts  of  the  Spirit 

by  Kenneth  Cain  Kinghom 

A  challenging  and  thought-provoking  discussion 
of  controversial  gifts  of  the  Spirit  such  as 
faith  healing  and  exorcism.  As  the  interest  in 
these  areas  grows  more  prominent,  this  timely 
book  becomes  more  essential  as  a  reference. 
Paper,  $3.25 


Fundamentals  of  the  Faith 

by  Chuck  Murphy 

Chuck  Murphy,  one-time  entertainer  and  now 
an  Episcopal  priest,  explains  Christian  guidelines 
in  lay  terms  without  the  “narrowness"  that 
turns  so  many  off.  Paper,  $2.95 

A  New  Happiness 

Christ's  Pattern  for  Living  in  Today’s  World 

by  Gavin  Reid 

An  outstanding  Lenten-Easter  study  book  that 
takes  the  message  of  Jesus  and  applies  it  with 
meaning  to  the  contemporary  scene.  Questions 
for  study  and  meditation  are  included.  Paper, 
$2.25 

How  to  Be  Fully  Alive 

by  Floyd  L.  Diehm 

A  book  of  encouragement  and  inspiration,  the 
good  news  here  promises  that  no  matter  how 
"alive"  you  are  in  Christ,  there  is  always 
more  tomorrow!  Paper,  $3.95 

Success  Is  a  Failure  Experience 

Male  Liberation  and  the 
American  Myth  of  Success 
by  William  L.  Malcomson 
Here’s  a  frank,  low  key,  yet  thoroughly  re¬ 
searched  look  at  the  middle  aged  American  male 
and  the  success-failure  myth  he  faces  in  the 
career  world.  $4.95 

at  your  cokesbury  bookstore 

abingdon 

the  book  publishing  department  of 
inited  methodist  publishing  house 
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gave  us  Christian  joy 


There  are  so  many  truly  wonderful 
things  that  could  be  said  about  Robert 
Jamieson.  Many  of  them  have  already 
been  said  in  the  eulogies  spoken  by 
friends  and  associates.  All  of  them  could 
never  be  said,  because  they  are  so 
numerous. 

And  yet,  we  who  worked  with  him  so 
closely  in  his  office  feel  that  we  should 
speak  of  the  joy  and  brightness  which  he 
brought  to  us.  His  Christian  happiness 
was  contagious.  His  “saving  sense  of 
humor”  pulled  us  through  many  a  dif¬ 
ficult  moment.  His  always  congenial  and 
understanding  attitude  in  his  life  and  our 
combined  efforts  in  the  Provost’s  Office 
made  a  happy  working  relationship. 

The  picture  which  we  publish  here 
came  to  us  in  the  mail  this  morning  from 
another  outstanding  member  of  our 
Conference,  the  Rev.  Jerome  Cain.  In 
sending  it,  he  commented:  “...Bob 
preached  his  last  Sunday  sermon... in  our 
church... It  was  a  Bicentennial  Service 


Greenwood  Church  to 
celebrate  135  years 


Jerome  Cain  and  Bob  Jamieson 
March  7,  1976 

with  a  packed  house... I  have  never  seen 
him  happier...” 

This  is  the  legacy  which  he  left  us  in 
this  office:  Christian  happiness.  We  say, 
“Thank  you”  to  God,  in  his  memory,  for 
such  a  gift. 

—  The  Staff 


Baton  Rouge  District 
notes  important  events 


Some  of  the 
participants  in  the 
Baton  Rouge 
District  Conference 
were  front  row  (l-r) 

Robert  B. 

Crichlow,  Sr.;  Sale 
T.  Lilly,  host 
pastor  ;  Mrs. 

Marcus  Burks,  who 
presented  a 
program  on 
hunger;  Mrs.  Chris 
Hall,  District  UMW 
President;  Robert 
B.  Crichlow,  Jr. 

District  Superintendent  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  of  Baton  Rouge,  has  informed 
this  newspaper  of  two  recent  outstanding 
events  in  that  District:  the  District 
Conference  and  the  District  Laity 
Banquet. 

Featured  speaker  at  the  District 
Conference  was  New  Orleans  District 


Multiple  Staff 
Workshop  postponed 

The  Multiple  Staff  Workshop, 
originally  scheduled  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  for  March  22-23,  has  been 
postponed  until  November  15-16.  Interest 
was  expressed  in  the  Workshop  if  held 
following  annual  conference  sessions, 
with  time  being  given  for  pastors  in  new 
appointments  to  organize  their  new 
staffs.  The  announcement  came  from 
SCJ  headquarters  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Registrations  will  be  made  through  our 
annual  conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Office  in  Shreveport. 


Superintendent,  Dr.  Alfred  Norris.  Dr. 
Clyde  Clark,  of  the  Alexandria  District, 
was  presented  in  his  new  position  which 
he  will  assume  with  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  O.  W.  Marrs, 
District  Lay  Leader,  and  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  also  took  part  in  the 
program.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Burks 
presented  “Hunger  Hurts-The  Church’s 
Answer  in  Bangladesh  and  India.” 

Licensed  to  preach  were  Kathy  Hargis 
Henderson  of  Istrouma  Church  and 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Lilly  of  University 
Church, 

The  Laity  Banquet  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  drew  a  crowd  of  550  persons  in 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.,  of  Nashville  and  a  member  of 
the  conference,  was  the  speaker.  Dr. 
Aldrich  Adkins,  Chairman  of  the  Music 
Division  of  Southern  University,  sang, 
and  the  90-voice  Youth  Choir  of 
University  Church,  directed  by  Mrs. 
Esther  Socolosky  were  on  the  program. 
Among  others  on  the  program  were  the 
Rev.  William  Peeples,  of  St.  John’s 
Church,  and  Gary  Blocker  of  the  East 
Baton  Rouge  Parish  School  Board. 


The  Greenwood  Church  of  Greenwood, 
La.  is  celebrating  135  years  of  service  on 
April  4,  and  a  very  special  Homecoming 
is  planned.  All  friends  of  the  church  are 
invited  and  urged  to  be  on  hand  for  the 
gala  and  meaningful  event.  The  Rev.  L. 
R.  Bevill,  Pastor,  indicates  that  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  celebrating  the  church’s  birth¬ 
day,  a  Bicentennial  motif  will  be  carried 
out. 

Several  pastors  who  have  accepted  the 
invitation  to  take  part  in  the  10:30  A.M. 
Service  include:  Fred  St.  Amant,  Carl 
Lueg,  C.  B.  Krumnow,  Ashley  T.  Law, 
and  A.  C.  Lawton.  Following  worship 
services,  a  luncheon  will  be  held. 

Mr.  Bevill  notes  that  “The  ladies  will 
wear  long  dress  and  bonnets;  the  men 
will  ride  horses  to  church  that  Sunday  ; 
and  the  ushers  will  be  dressed  in  the  long 
black  frock  tail  suits  common  in  the  early 
days.”  The  minister  plans  to  be  dressed 
as  the  Circuit  Rider. 

In  other  news  from  Greenwood  Church, 
Mr.  Bevill  reports  of  a  recent  recital  in 
sacred  music  presented  there  in  memory 
of  the  late  Miss  Mary  Flournoy  former 
church  organist.  Also,  a  new  Baldwin 
organ  was  given  to  the  church  by  the  Stan 
Cothren  Family  of  Greenwood,  in 
memory  of  Floyd  R.  Cothren,  and  the 
organ  was  played  during  the  concert. 

Board  of  the  Laity 
to  meet  April  10 

From  Conference  Lay  Leader  Tom 
Matheny  comes  the  announcement  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  the  Laity,  which 
will  be  held  on  April  10  at  Horseshoe 
Drive  Church  in  Alexandria. 

All  interested  and/  or  involved  persons 
are  urged  to  note  this  important  date,  as 
there  are  many  urgent  agenda  items.  Mr. 
Matheny  notes  that  several  committee 
meetings  will  begin  that  morning,  and 
the  members  will  be  advised  of  the  time. 

The  1000  Club  Appropriations  Com¬ 
mittee  will  be  meeting  at  10  A.M.  at 
1  Horseshoe  Drive,  and  selection  of  the 
churches  to  receive  the  three  1000  Club 
calls  for  1976-1977  will  be  made  at  that 
time. 

The  business  session  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  the  Laity  will  begin  at  1 :30  P.M. 


National  Congress  of 
United  Methodist  Men 

More  than  a  year  away,  but  of 
great  importance  is  the  National 
Congress  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men  set  for  July  15-17,  1977  at 
Purdue  University. 

This  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
quadrennial  events  in  United 
Methodism,  and  registration  has 
already  begun. 


Miss  Marjorie  Casanova;  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Dunn,  present  organist;  Mrs.  Herman 
Simpson,  and  Bill  Teague,  are  shown  in 
Greenwood  church.  The  visiting 
musicians  are  members  of  The 
American  Guild  of  Organists. 

Mrs.  Crutchfield 
conducts  Asian 
study  at  Rayne 

On  March  8  and  9  Mrs.  Finis  Crutch¬ 
field  led  a  study  on  “Southeast  Asia: 
Christian  Presence”  for  the  Wesleyan 
Guild  and  a  general  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  of  Rayne 
Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans. 

Mrs.  Crutchfield  explained  that  twice 
within  25  years  the  Western  world  has 
been  involved  in  bitter  wars  in  Southeast 
Asia.  In  the  forties,  the  enemy  was  the 
mighty  Japanese  empire.  In  the  sixties 
and  seventies,  the  enemy  was  a  part  of  a 
tiny  Indo-Chinese  country  and  death  and 
destruction  came  to  Vietnam  from  the 
West.  Her  main  emphasis  was  on  another 
presence  in  Southeast  Asia,  a 
CHRISTIAN  presence,  seeking  recon¬ 
ciliation,  peace  and  justice.  She  pointed 
out  that  every  race,  every  creed  and 
nearly  every  ethnic  group  is  found  in  that 
great  arc  from  the  Philippines  to  Bur¬ 
ma,  which  is  called  Southeast  Asia.  Mrs. 
Crutchfield  pointed  out  that  we  can  learn 
from  these  peoples  new  and  creative 
forms  of  worship  and  mission,  and  gain  a 
new  perspective  on  our  own  national  and 
ethnic  problems. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield  visited  a 
number  of  our  mission  projects  in 
Southeast  Asia  last  year,  and  she  had 
interesting  stories,  pictures,  and  articles 
from  these  countries  which  she  shared 
with  the  groups. 

—  Reba  Clark,  President 

UMW,  Rayne  Memorial  Church 

Lakeview  Church 
highlights 

early  America 


“Revival  of  Life”  held  at  St.  Paul’s  Monroe 


Administrative  Board  of  the  church  choir  and  Evangelist 
Foreman. 

The  Rev.  W.  M.  (Bill)  McCutcheon, 

Pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe, 
says  of  the  recent  “Revival  of  Life"  held 
at  the  church,  that  the  congregation  calls 
it  “the  best  evangelistic  efforts  St.  Paul’s 
has  had  in  its  18-yeai1  history.”  He 
commends  the  Rev.  Andy  Foreman, 

Conference  Evangelist,  for  “...an  ex¬ 
cellent  witness  to  the  faith  and  an  ef- 


The  sign  " marks 
ficient  organizer  of  the  revival.” 

The  revival  began  on  Sunday,  when 
Mr.  Foreman  talked  with  the  combined 
Sunday  School  classes,  followed  by 
morning  and  evening  worship  and 
continuing  through  the  latter  part  of  the 
week.  In  addition,  two  breakfast  meet¬ 
ings  for  men  of  the  church  were  held, 
and  at  mid-morning  each  day  women 


the  spot"  where  the  Revival  was  held. 
of  the  church  held  “Coffees  for  Andy” 
in  four  different  neighborhoods  of  St. 
Paul’s  parish. 

The  “Revival  of  Life"  at  St.  Paul’s 
was  a  follow  up  on  a  recent  “We  Care” 
Mission  and  set  the  stage  for  a  year  of 
expanded  witness  to  the  Brownfields 
community. 


Weekend  of  basketball  celebration  excites  Shreveport 


Camphor  Team  -  First  Place  Metro-Ministries  -  Runner-Up 


Basketball  was  the  game  to  watch  in 
Shreveport  during  the  first  weekend  in 
March,  when  Broadmoor  Church  hosted 
an  invitational  tournament  for  senior 
highs. 

Teams  participating  were  from  Baton 


Rouge,  Lake  Charles  and  Shreveport. 
Camphor  Church,  Baton  Rouge  came 
away  with  first  place  honors  for  the 
weekend.  Shreveport  Metro-Ministries 
team  came  in  a  close  second. 


This  newspaper  received  photographs 
of  both  teams  —  one  from  the  Rev.  James 
Fookes  of  Broadmoor  ( host )  Church ;  and 
one  from  James  Graham  of  the  runner- 
up  team.  We  show  them  here. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Concerned  Methodists  are  wondering  what  will  come  out  of  the  approaAing 
General  Conference  in  Portland.  Since  a  majority  of  delegates  are  new,  having 
never  attended  a  General  Conference  prior  to  this  one,  the  outcome  cannot  be 
predicted. 

There  are  thousands  of  petitions  —  proposed  pieces  of  legislation  that  have  to 
be  sifted  and  classified,  amended  or  rejected  —  but  underlying  all  of  these  are 
certain  basic  ideas  that  will  determine  the  result.  I  feel  that  everything  at 
Portland  hinges  on  four  questions. 

First,  will  the  delegates  truly  represent  the  whole  church?  Comment :  Will  the 
conference  seek  to  reflect  the  faith  of  the  vast  body  of  United  Methodists  who  go 
to  church,  pray  each  day,  pay  the  bills,  don’t  always  bother  with  the  endless 
little  committees  that  interconnect  the  church’s  functioning,  never  answer  the 
questionnaires,  but  who  at  the  same  time  try  to  live  out  a  Biblically  grounded 
life  as  Christians?  Or  will  the  conference  become  the  mouthpiece  of  highly 
vocal,  well-organized  pressure  groups? 

Second,  will  the  delegates  reflect  awareness  of  recent  changes  in  the  spiritual 
climate  of  the  church,  or  will  they  be  shackled  to  conditions,  perceptions,  and 
issues  that  seemed  regnant  two  to  five  years  ago?  Comment:  During  the  past 
twelve  months  there  has  been  a  spiritual  awakening  in  the  life  of  our 
denomination;  it  is  an  awakening  that  has  emphasized  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ  but  without  losing  any  emphasis  on  a  Christian’s  responsibility  to 
society.  It  is  a  broad  Wesleyan  emphasis.  Will  the  conference  be  cognizant  of 
this  and  reflect  the  same? 

Third,  will  the  church  henceforth  be  held  together  by  sound  ecclesiological 
understandings?  Comment:  Methodist  ecclesiology  has  heretofore  been  rooted 
in  the  responsible  stream  of  Western  theological  thought  with  Wesleyan  enrich¬ 
ment  of  Anglican  antecedents.  Will  the  conference  respond  to  this  as  its  valid 
frame  of  reference? 

Fourth,  does  the  conference  want  a  viable  episcopacy,  and  does  it  trust  its 
bishops?  Comment:  Over  the  past  three  General  Conferences  the  power, 
authority,  and  leadership  of  the  episcopacy  has  been  whittled  away,  pared 
down,  and  in  some  areas  eliminated.  Anti-establishment  feelings,  dominant  in 
our  society,  have  been  effectively  felt  in  the  episcopal  government  of  our 
church.  If  the  process  continues,  episcopacy  will  cease  to  be  a  viable  force. 
Today  collegiality  is  the  episcopal  style  (I  heartily  approve; )  accountability  is 
heavily  written  into  the  financial  arrangements  of  the  bishop’s  office; 
limitations  have  been  set  upon  the  bishop’s  appointment-making  responsibility; 
many  other  former  functions  of  episcopacy  have  been  distributed  among 
boards  and  agencies.  All  of  this  may  be  good,  but  the  imposition  of  further 
restrictions  and  the  continued  reduction  of  episcopal  function  may  mean  the 
final  elimination  of  the  bishop’s  office  as  an  effective  instrument.  Actually, 
what  the  conference  will  be  voting  upon  is  whether  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  to  continue  viable  episcopacy  and  if  so,  whether  the  bishops  are  to  be  trusted. 

I  have  enormous  confidence  in  the  lay  and  clerical  delegations  elected  in 
Louisiana,  and  hope  that  all  other  delegations  are  equally  responsible  and  well- 
informed. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Mission  Rally  held 
at  First  Church,  Zwolle 


The  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit  (right)  points  out  on  a  map  of  Korea  where  he  and  Mrs. 
Spitzkeit  (center)  serve  as  United  Methodist  missionaries.  The  Rev.  Robert  Ledden, 
host  pastor  at  Zwolle  is  shown  on  the  left.  (Photo,  Courtesy  of  SABINE  NEWS.) 


The  above  picture  was  made  at  the 
Lakeview  Church  in  Minden  as  the 
Bicentennial  was  celebrated  with  a 
churchwide  study  entitled  “ One  Nation 
Under  God."  An  "Early  American" 
supper  was  served,  consisting  of  Boston 
beans,  Colonial  crackling  bread,  New 
England  tea  and  Old  Southern  ginger¬ 
bread.  Mrs.  Perry  Lowe,  guest  speaker, 
traced  the  history  of  our  country  while 
showing  God's  hand  throughout  the 
development  of  our  land.  Left  to  right,  in 
the  picture  are:  Mrs.  Perry  Lowe;  Mrs. 
James  Allison,  President  of  UMW;  Mrs. 
Bob  Pittard,  co-chairperson  of  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Activities  Committee  and  Mrs. 
Will  Ed.  Sanders,  Vice-President  of 
UMW. 


Conference  on  Urban 
Ministries  scheduled 

The  annual  Convocation  on  Urban 
Ministries  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  is  on  the  calendar  for  April  5- 
7  at  the  Center  for  Christian  Renewal  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

Participants  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  review  documents  pertaining  to  work 
of  urban  ministries,  and  will  share 
models  of  ministries  in  urban  life.  There 
will  also  be  a  focus  on  the  churches  and 
communities  in  transition  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  as  well  as  from  a 
national  perspective,  according  to  the 
Rev.  James  Graham,  who  is  receiving 
registrations  for  Louisiana  Conference 
participants.  Contact  him  at  P.  O.  Box 
112,  Shreveport.  La.  71161. 


When  First  Church,  Zwolle,  held  a 
Mission  Rally  recently,  featured 
speakers  were  the  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit 
and  Mrs.  Spitzkeit,  missionaries  to 
Korea. 

Robert  A.  Ledden,  Pastor  of  the 
church,  reports  that  the  meeting  was 
most  enthusiastic  with  a  large  at¬ 


tendance  “...on  a  badly  inclement 
night..."  The  Spitzkeits  shared  their 
experiences  in  Korea  and  showed  slides 
of  the  country.  The  participation  at 
Zwolle  was  the  only  stop  in  Sabine 
Parish,  according  to  Mr.  Ledden,  due  to 
the  heavy  speaking  schedule  of  the 
missionaries  during  their  itineration  of 
the  conference. 


New  Items  Available  From  the  Conference  Audio  Visual  Library 
AS  STRONG  AS  THE  LAND  -  19-minute,  %  frame  color  filmstrip  about  rural  women 
in  many  parts  of  the  world,  their  problems  and  their  efforts  to  change  their  lives. 
BASIC  BIBLE  STUDY'  FOR  TEACHERS  -  designed  for  teachers  of  grades  three 
through  adults  to  enable  them  to  use  a  Bible  Concordance,  Atlas,  Dictionary, 
Commentary  or  Wordbook  and  Encyclopedia  in  preparing  to  teach,  and  as 
resources  for  study  in  the  classroom. 

BIBLE  STUDY-SCOPE  PROGRAMS  -  study-scope  tube,  including  25  printed 
programs;  can  be  used  as  a  display  as  an  “attention  getter”  for  students  as  they 
arrive. 

BURNING  BRIGHT  -  a  16mm  color  film,  presenting  major  aspects  of  the  history  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  other  churches  of  Methodist  origin  in  the  U.S.A. 
LAND  OF  ENDLESS  MOUNTAINS  -  a  filmstrip  which  introduces  the  partnership 
between  UMCOR  and  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Haiti. 

THE  MESSAGE  OF  LUKE  -  a  color  filmstrip  which  has  the  purpose  of  telling  the 
message  of  the  writer,  Luke. 

OUR  AMERICAN  RELIGIOUS  HERITAGE  has  been  produced  to  aid  Christians  of 
all  denominations  reflect  upon  the  impact  of  religious  attitudes  and  activities  on  the 
birth  of  the  United  States. 

SOUTHEAST  ASIA:  A  PROVOCATIVE  PROFILE  -  a  9-minute,  color  filmstrip  for 
use  with  adults  and  youth.  It  is  designed  to  provoke  discussion,  based  on  a  quick  and 
up-to-date  look  at  church  and  society  in  Southeast  Asia. 

TEACHING  WITH  LEARNING  CENTERS  -  a  filmstrip  designed  to  enable  teachers 
to  define  in  a  descriptive  way  what  learning  centers  are  and  to  describe  the  role  of 
the  teacher  working  with  learning  centers  and  others. 
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Bishop  Hunt  analyzes  problems,  suggests  hope,  for  Christian  higher  education 
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Few  persons  who  are  actively  involved 
in  the  church  today  are  unaware  that 
church-related  colleges  and  universities 
are  facing  an  uphill  battle. 

In  a  recent  address  —  quoted  ex¬ 
tensively  in  a  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page  —  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  Jr.  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.  has  articulated  the  range 
of  problems  facing  church-related 
schools,  and  their  possible  solution,  in  a 
fresh  and  thorough  manner.  We  com¬ 
mend  his  views  to  the  attention  of  all  who 
are  concerned  about  the  future  of 
Christian  higher  education. 

If  anything  is  apparent,  it  is  that 
church-related  schools  today  are  facing  a 
crisis  of  identity.  That  crisis  is  oc¬ 
casioned  both  by  changes  in  the  church- 
related  schools  themselves  and  by 
changes  in  the  overall  higher  education 
arena. 

The  church  fostered  the  development 
of  higher  education  in  America.  Church- 
related  colleges  were  doing  their  thing 
long  before  state-supported  institutions 
of  higher  education  came  into  being. 
Although  often  operating  with  meager 
resources,  church-related  schools  in  the 
past  had  a  clear  sense  of  purpose:  to 
impart  to  students  knowledge  from  all 
ages,  to  search  for  and  impart  human 
values,  to  provide  students  with  exposure 
to  —  or  indoctrination  into  —  the 
Christian  faith,  and  to  provide  initial 
training  for  ministers,  teachers,  etc. 

The  scene  has  shifted  radically  today. 
Most  students  now  attend  state- 
supported  schools.  Church-related 
schools  are  faced  with  the  multiple 
problem  of  competing  on  an  academic 
level,  in  attracting  students,  and  in 
raising  enough  money  to  remain  solvent. 
In  the  process  of  competing,  many 
schools  have  lost  their  distinctive  sense 
of  identity  as  Christian  schools. 

Some  persons  within  the  church  have 
suggested  that  the  church  has  done  its 
job  in  relation  to  higher  education,  and 


that  it  should  now  focus  its  attention  on 
unmet  needs  elsewhere  and  leave  the 
function  of  higher  education  entirely  to 
state-supported  schools. 

Bishop  Hunt  and  many  others  within 
the  church  disagree  with  this  thinking, 
and  so  do  we. 

The  church-related  school  still  has  a 
unique  function  to  fulfill  in  the  overall 
task  of  higher  education.  That  function, 
as  Bishop  Hunt  states,  is  not  to  offer 
exactly  the  same  type  of  educational 
program  as  state-supported  schools  on  a 
smaller  scale.  It  is  to  offer  students  a 
liberal  arts  program  in  a  Christian  at¬ 
mosphere. 

The  tendency  among  many  church- 
related  schools  is  now  to  de-emphasize 
their  relation  to  the  church  and  the 
Christian  faith.  If  church-related  schools 
are  to  have  a  future,  it  is  precisely  in  re¬ 
emphasizing  this  relationship  that  their 
unique  identity  is  to  be  found. 

This  is  not  to  suggest  that  church- 
related  schools  should  retreat  from 
academic  excellence  or  freedom,  or  that 
they  should  shelter  students  from  the 
secular  world  in  a  narrow,  pietistic 
coccoon.  Rather,  they  should  emphasize 
as  never  before  the  importance  of 
dealing  broadly  with  human  values  from 
a  consciously  Christian  outlook  so  as  to 
provide  students  with  a  genuine  alter¬ 
native  to  a  strictly  secular  educational 
experience. 

Bishop  Hunt  outlines  a  three-part 
strategy  for  the  survival  of  church- 
related  schools:  more  church  support,  a 
more  consciously  Christian  orientation, 
and  more  vividly  selling  the  value  of 
Christian  higher  education.  We  believe  if 
our  church  schools  can  recover  their 
identity  “in  a  new  and  positive  fashion 
(as)  Christian  colleges,”  their  story  will 
be  told  and  members  of  the  church  will 
be  willing  to  respond  with  increased 
support. 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

Is  there  a  future  for  church-related 
colleges? 

Faced  with  rising  costs  and  in¬ 
creasingly  stiff  competition  from  a 
multiplicity  of  state-supported  colleges 
and  universities,  an  increasing  number 
of  persons  today  are  inclined  to  answer 
“probably  not.” 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt  Jr.  of  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  and  a  former  college  president, 
recently  offered  a  comprehensive 
analysis  of  the  problems  facing  church 
schools  today,  a  case  for  why  he  con¬ 
siders  their  survival  essential,  and  a 
three-point  strategy  for  saving  and 
strengthening  them. 

Acknowledging  that  a  crisis  presently 
exists,  Bishop  Hunt  said,  “One  of  the 
plain  and  unavoidable  facts  of  this 
moment  in  human  history  is  that  church 
colleges  are  in  a  struggle  for  identity  and 
survival.” 

Speaking  to  a  group  of  ministers  and 
teachers  as  part  of  the  Willson  Lectures 
at  Texas  Wesleyan  College  in  Fort 
Worth,  Bishop  Hunt  said  that  unless 
present  trends  are  reversed,  “we  may 
witness  United  Methodism’s  loss  of  a 
considerable  number  of  its  colleges  and 
universities  in  our  own  generation.” 

Bishop  Hunt  listed  three  critical  needs 
which  only  private,  church-related 
colleges  can  fulfill:  (1)  the  need  for 
liberal  education;  (2)  the  need  for 
Christian  education;  and  (3)  the  need  for 
a  dual  system  of  higher  education. 

The  need  for  liberal  education 

While  praising  state-supported  in¬ 
stitutions  as  valuable  and  essential  for 
providing  education  for  the  masses, 
Bishop  Hunt  said  there  is  a  real  danger 
today  of  bypassing  liberal  education  for 
technical  knowledge  —  “an  adoption  of 


the  basic  European  theory  of  training  in 
which  young  people  go  directly  from 
secondary  studies  to  a  university 
program  focused  almost  altogether  upon 
the  practical,  the  professional,  the 
utilitarian.” 

Bishop  Hunt  quoted  former  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Felix  Frank¬ 
furter  as  illuminating  the  “raison  d’etre” 
of  liberal  education  in  answer  to  a  young 
student’s  question  on  how  to  pursue  a 
legal  career.  Mr.  Justice  Frankfurter 
said:  “The  best  way  to  prepare  for  the 
law  is  to  come  to  the  study  of  law  as  a 
well-read  person  .  .  .  Stock  your  mind 
with  the  deposit  of  much  good  reading, 
and  widen  and  deepen  your  feelings  by 
experiencing  vicariously  as  much  as 
possible  the  wonderful  mysteries  of  the 
universe,  and  forget  all  about  your  future 
career.” 

Three  goals  of  liberal  education 

Bishop  Hunt  listed  three  goals  of  a 
liberal  arts  education  as  distinct  from  a 
technical  or  professional  education: 
(1)  an  enlargement  of  the  sphere  of 
human  inquiry;  (2)  the  development  of 
an  educated  taste;  and  “a  luring  and 
leading  of  students  into  the  discovery  of 
meanings  which  will  lend  dignity  and 
cohesiveness  to  life.” 

Church-related  colleges,  “with  their 
unembarrassed  stand  for  the  kind  of 
human  and  humanitarian  values 
represented  in  great  throught  across  the 
centuries,  have  sought  these  goals  and, 
in  seeking  them,  become  lighthouses  for 
civilization  and  free  cultures  and 
governments,”  Bishop  Hunt  said.  “The 
contemporary  threat  imposed  by  the 
proliferation  of  community  colleges, 
technical  schools  and  other  educational 
programs  oriented  toward  the  utilitarian 
must  not  be  allowed  to  imperil  the  sur¬ 
vival  '.of  education  which  focuses  on 
values.” 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

The  UMC  should  move  to  ‘term  episcopacy’ 

Itnr-  that  iKo  HaIu  Cnipif  Ka  nniiraH  nut  unnn  a  *' 


To  the  Editor 

I  almost  never  write  to  an  editor,  but 
the  theological  argument  of  Dr.  Gerald 
F.  Moede  for  life  term  of  bishops  in  our 
church  is  too  much  (TM/  UMR,  March 
5)  —  and  I  greatly  appreciate  my 
bishops. 

Does  Dr.  Moede  forget  that  bishops  are 
elected  by  a  conference?  Does  he  think 
that  there  is  some  kind  of  special  magic 
in  the  service  of  Consecration  that  places 
the  bishop  in  an  entirely  different 
relationship  with  the  Holy  Spirit  from  all 
of  the  rest  of  those  who  respond  to  the  call 
of  God  for  full-time  service  in  His 
kingdom? 

Is  not  the  real  issue  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  we  believe  in  the  itinerant 
system?  If  we  do,  then  bishops  need  to  be 
standing  for  reelection  at  each  con¬ 
ference  that  elects  them,  or  to  be 
reassigned  to  a  pastorate,  or  some  other 
office.  Personally,  I  feel  district 
superintendents  would  and  could  also 
better  serve  if  they  were  elected 
quadrennially  by  the  annual  conferences. 
The  former  EUB  section  of  our  church 
did  not  seem  to  have  a  lesser  ap¬ 
preciation  of  their  superintendents  for 
this  practice! 

One  further  thought  —  what  about  all  of 
the  other  fine  persons  who  have  felt  the 
call  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  bishops,  but 
were  not  elected?  I  dare  say  some  of 
them  might  have  done  better  than  some 
who  were  elected.  All  of  us  have  seen 
some  fine  people  who  thought  the  Holy 
Spirit  called  them  to  serve  Metropolitan 
First  Church,  but  were  assigned  Podunk 
Center  Faith  Church.  Surprisingly,  they 
found  a  meaningful  ministry  there,  too. 

Frank  E.  Schroeder 
Red  Cloud,  Nebraska 
The  Holy  Spirit  can  bless 
a  term  bishop's  icork 
To  the  Editor: 

Dr.  Moede  sees  a  problem  in  praying 
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that  the  Holy  Spirit  be  poured  out  upon  a 
man  for  an  eight  or  twelve  year  term  as  a 
bishop  (TM/  UMR,  March  5).  Do  we  not 
pray  for  and  expect  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  be  poured  out  upon  our  District 
Superintendents  for  their  six  year  terms 
and  beyond  for  the  rest  of  their  active 
ministry?  Is  it  not  a  strange  and  in¬ 
consistent  limiting  of  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  believe  that  we  cannot  pray 
for  His  outpouring  on  a  man  for  any  or  for 
all  parts  of  his  active  ministry? 

Dr.  Moede  finds  a  danger  to 
ecumenicity  in  a  term  episcopacy.  How 
strange  when  several  of  the  churches 
involved  in  COCU  talks  have  no  bishops. 
A  term  episcopacy  might  well  be  an 
incentive  to  rather  than  a  deferent  to 
union  on  the  part  of  Christians  who  have 
historically  feared  and  repudiated 
episcopacy  in  any  form. 

Dr.  Moede  questions  whether  the  UMC 
would  be  well  advised  at  this  time  to 
move  toward  a  “management  style, 
democratically  determined  ‘presidential 
term’  exercise  of  the  episcopacy.”  Isn’t 
that  exactly  where  we  have  always  been? 
Have  we  not  always  been  careful  to  point 
out  that  the  episcopacy  does  not  con¬ 
stitute  a  third  order  of  ordination  with  us 
as  it  does  with  Roman  Catholics  and 
Episcopalians  —  that  our  bishops  are 
elders  among  other  elders,  but  with 
specific  managerial  roles?  We  would  not 
have  to  “unordain”  our  bishops  at  the 
end  of  a  term  episcopacy;  they  were 
never  ordained  as  bishops.  They  never 
constituted  a  third  order  of  clergy.  They 
are  simply  eiders  who  ai  e  functioning  in 
a  certain  administrative  capacity, 
nothing  more  and  nothing  less.  True,  life 
tenure  for  bishops  has  tended  to  give  the 
lie  to  what  we  have  so  often  said  about 
not  having  a  third  order  of  clergy.  Our 
theology  of  ordination  rather  than  being 
jeopardized  by  term  episcopacy,  as  Dr. 
Moede  suggests  it  would,  would  be 
strengthened  and  reaffirmed. 

Is  Dr.  Moede  aware  that  even  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  for  which 
bishops  do  constitute  a  third  order,  is 
seriously  studying  term  episcopacy?  I 
would  call  his  attention  to  the  book, 
“Bishops  and  People”  by  members  of  the 
Catholic  Theology  Faculty  of  Tubingen. 
The  authors  are  outstanding  Roman 
Catholic  theologians  and  the  conclusion 
they  came  to  in  their  study  is  that  there  is 
no  reason  in  Roman  Catholic  tradition  or 
theology  that  bishops  should  not  be 
limited  to  eight  year  terms  and  then 
returned  to  the  parish  or  teaching  work 
from  which  they  came  to  the  episcopacy. 

There  may  be  some  sound  arguments 
against  term  episcopacy  for  United 
Methodists,  but  Dr.  Moede  gives  no 
evidence  in  his  article  that  he  has 
stumbled  across  any  of  them. 

John  F.  Beeson 

Williamsville,  New  York 

Objectivity  of  TM/UMR  x 
reporting  questioned 
To  the  Editor: 

I  thought  the  role  of  the  press, 
especially  United  Methodist  press,  was  to 
give  an  objective  report  of  what  happens 
in  the  church!  Looking  at  the  article  on 
the  essay  by  Dr.  Gerald  Moede  on  the 
matter  of  term  vs.  life  episcopacy  one 
could  sincerely  doubt  the  objectivity  and 
neutrality  of  the  journalist  (TM/  UMR, 
March  5). 

A  careful  reading  of  the  article  is  really 
not  necessary  to  realize  that  Dr.  Moede  is 
not  “warning”  United  Methodists  not  to 
limit  the  term  of  bishops.  The  essay  is 
entitled  “Limited  term  episcopacy?” 
and  only  healthy  and  fair  questions  are 
posed.  Dr.  Moede  concludes  his  essay 
saying  that,  “.  .  .  it  does  not  seem  that 
the  adoption  of  term  episcopacy  at  this 
time  is  desirable  or  necessary  of  the 
renewal  (in  the  office  of  the  bishop) 
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Put  blame  where  it  belongs 

To  the  Editor: 

Dr.  H.  L.  DeWolf’s  books  prove  the  old 
adage  that  a  statistician  can  prove 
anything. 

When  today’s  crime  problem  is  blamed 
on  the  judges  where  it  rightly  belongs, 
Dr.  DeWolf  calls  it  a  myth  (“Are  courts 
and  judges  too  lenient  on  criminals  in 
U.S.,”  Feb.  27  issue).  The  rise  in  crime 
started  with  the  decisions  of  the  Warren 
Supreme  Court.  The  Miranda  case  is  a 
classic  example. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  had  better  spend  their  time, 
sympathies  and  concerns  on  church 
members  who  are  the  victims  rather 
than  the  criminals.  G  E  McElheny 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Baptism  editorial  on  target 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  on  Christian  baptism 
(TM/  UMR,  March  12)  hit  the  nail  on  the 
head.  It  was  one  of  the  best  editorials  that 
I  have  seen  and  I  will  be  reprinting  it  in 
my  local  newsletter.  Our  people  too 
seldom  understand  the  meaning  of 
baptism  and  you  have  stated  it  in  a  way 
responsible  to  the  gospel  and  our 
Methodist  heritage. 

You  do  a  fantastic  job  with  the  paper 
and  I  appreciate  most  of  the  stands  you 
take.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Don  F.  Renshaw  Jr. 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas 
Pray  for  revival 
To  the  Editor: 

From  time  to  time  in  past  years  I  have 
been  burdened  over  the  spiritual  con¬ 
dition  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  I 
weep  in  prayer  that  God  will  move  in  the 
hearts  of  Methodist  Christians 
throughout  the  world.  My  desire  is  that 
God  will  stir  the  hearts  of  born-again 
believers  to  preach  the  Word  with  the 
main  emphasis  on  the  necessity  of 
personal  salvation  through  Christ  Jesus, 
without  which  no  man  shall  see  God. 
The  revival  fires  God  kindled  in  the 
I  in  r*  ill  l  rr  hearts  of  John  Wesley  and  his  colleagues 

first  UML,  Lubbock,  lexas  knew  no  barriers.  Because  they  were 


required.”  This  hardly  sounds  like  a 
warning. 

The  most  significant  deletion  in  the 
TM/  UMR  report  is  the  paragraph  in 
which  Dr.  Moede  states  that  even  in 
Roman  Catholic  circles  the  question  of 
life  episcopacy  is  under  scrutiny.  Dr. 
Moede  goes  on  to  say  that  the  church  has 
great  freedom  “to  shape  and  distribute 
her  office  in  such  a  way  that  it  really 
corresponds  to  her  mission  in  the  present 
situation.”  Hans  Kung  has  even 
suggested  the  idea  of  term  episcopacy. 

It  is  imperative  that  United  Methodists 
get  the  whole  picture! 

Clifford  B.  Aguilar 
Long  Beach,  California 

A  timely  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  thank  you  for  the  editorial 
“Nomination  of  George  Outen  to  head 
Church  and  Society  lauded”  (TM/  UMR. 
March  5).  I  feel  it  was  timely  and  in  the 
right  direction. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  it  is  because  a  man 
like  Dr.  Dudley  Ward  —  who  is  not  from  a 
so-called  minority  group  —  has  given 
effective  leadership,  that  the  chief 
executive  for  our  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  can  now  come  from  a 
minority  group.  Dr.  Ward  has  helped  to 
move  our  church  in  this  direction. 

I  presume  you  are  familiar  with  the 
book  “I  Remain  Unvanquished”  by  Mrs. 
Alice  Armstrong  Ward,  with  a  final 
chapter  by  A.  Dudley  Ward.  I  would 
recommend  that  book  to  people  who 
might  question  the  motives,  or  the  real 
Christian  concern,  of  Dr.  Ward  during 
the  years  he  has  been  in  this  office. 

You  continue  to  give  us  good  reading  in 
TM/  UMR;  thanks  for  making  it  both 
interesting  and  timely. 

Milton  Bohmfalk 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas 


Welcome  to  new  readers  of 


With  this  issue  the  First  UMC  in 
Lubbock,  Texas  is  initiating  a  TM/  UMR 
local  church  edition  whereby  its  news  is 
published  each  week  in  combination  with 
annual  conference  and  general  church 
news  and  mailed  to  all  member  families. 

This  new  subscribing  congregation  in 
the  Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference 
will  have  a  weekly  circulation  of  2,070, 
and  raises  TM/  UMR’s  total  circulation 
to  more  than  357,000  weekly. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Lubbock,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/  UMR  edition  informative,  and  that 
you  will  join  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM/  UMR.” 


obedient  and  preached  the  Word  and  the 
transforming  power  of  Jesus  Christ,  a 
church  was  established  that  literally 
swept  the  world.  This  love  and  com¬ 
passion  (which  comes  only  from  God) 
can  grip  the  church  again. 

For  many  years  I  have  felt  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  an  ideal  vehicle 
to  carry  the  Gospel  to  those  who  need  to 
hear.  The  opportunity  must  be  taken 
advantage  of  now.  Revival  is  the  answer! 
Will  you  join  me  in  praying  that  the 
church  will  be  awakened  by  the  power  of 
the  Hdly  Spirit  —  that  ministers  and 
laymen  will  be  stirred  and  rededicate 
themselves  to  God  and  preach  and  teach 
the  Gospel?  Where  the  Word  is  preached 
and  taught,  the  Lord  honors  it  with 
growth  and  blessings.  The  church  will 
multiply  daily! 

Carl  L.  Little 

Gretna,  Louisiana 


The  need  for  Christian  education 

“The  church-related  college  must  also 
offer  a  balanced  and  intelligent,  but  a 
winsome  and  unforgettable  exposure  to 
the  Christian  faith,”  Bishop  Hunt 
declared.  "This  is  its  ultimate  ‘raison 
d’etre,’  and  I  for  one  am  convinced  that 
this  objective  can  be  achieved  best  within 
the  framework  of  academic  freedom  and 
excellence  —  both  of  which  are  essen¬ 
tially  religious  principles.” 

Bishop  Hunt  chided  those  who  would 
weaken  ties  between  church  colleges  and 
the  church,  and  deemphasize  religion  by 
trying  to  offer  a  course  of  study  similar  to 
secular  schools. 

“Granted,  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
‘Christian  biology,’  ‘Christian 
chemistry,’  or  ‘Christian  calculus,” 
Bishop  Hunt  said.  “But  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  a  Christian  teaching  biology, 
chemistry  or  calculus.  The  grandeur  of  a 
teacher’s  own  interior  philosophy  must  of 
necessity  break  through  the  subject 
matter  with  which  he  deals. 

“I  am  convinced  that  the  only  way  to 
build  a  Christian  college  is  to  assemble  a 
faculty  of  Christian  scholars,”!  Bishop 
Hunt  declared.  “The  most  important 
function  of  the  chief  administrator  of  a 
small  institution,  shared  by  his  academic 
dean,  is  that  of  recruiting  and  retaining 
that  kind  of  faculty.” 

Such  a  faculty  will  facilitate  another 
vital  function  of  church-related  colleges, 
according  to  the  Bishop:  “presiding  over 
a  student’s  discovery  and  articulation  of 
a  valid  philosophy  of  life.  The  Christian 
college  must  not  only  impart  facts;  it 
must  guide  the  student  in  an  organization 
of  these  facts  into  a  definite  Christian 
view  of  life,”  he  said. 

Offer  witness  in  context  of 
freedom 

Bishop  Hunt  cautioned,  however,  that 
“it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Christian 
college  to  offer  a  witness,  but  never  to 
compel  acceptance.  Valid  evangelism 
always  operates  on  the  basis  of  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  absolute  and  final  freedom  to 
embrace  or  reject  the  gospel  which  is 
proclaimed  .  .  .  Only  thus  will  the  in¬ 
stitution  retain  its  own  integrity,  and  only 
thus  will  any  commitment  to  religious 
principles  on  the  student’s  part  have  high 
personal  validity.” 

Against  the  backdrop  of  influence  from 
“highly  respectable  but  spiritually 
sterile  academic  and  professional 
sources  ...  the  Christian  college  must  at 
all  costs  keep  its  purposes  clear  in  its  own 
thinking,”  Bishop  Hunt  stated.  “If  the 
Christian  college  survives  in  our  time,  it 
will  do  so  because  of  its  unashamed  in¬ 
volvement  with  the  Christian  message 
and  its  capacity  to  bring  into  the  total 
educational  experience  a  priceless  ad¬ 
ditional  ingredient  not  to  be  found 
anywhere  else.  If  the  Christian  college 
should  lose  its  religious  uniqueness,  it 
would  quickly  forfeit  its  legitimate  claim 
upon  the  church’s  philanthropy,  and 
soon  therefore  lose  its  identity  as  a  child 
of  ecclesiastical  parentage.  And  let  the 
church  and  the  college  be  warned,  this 
could  happen,”  Bishop  Hunt  said. 

The  need  for  a  dual  system 
of  higher  education 

The  need  to  preserve  our  nation’s 
idealism  and  its  freedom,  through  a  dual 
system  of  higher  education,  represent  a 
third  critical  need  to  be  met  by  church- 
related  schools,  according  to  Bishop 
Hunt. 

“I  pause  to  pay  grateful  tribute  to 
state-supported  higher  education  and  its 
galaxy  of  distinguished  teachers  and 
administrators,”  Bishop  Hunt  said.  “It 
would  be  impossible  to  contemplate  the 
total  task  of  education  in  the  modern 
world  without  depending  heavily  upon 
public  institutions.  But  at  the  same  time, 
we  must  reaffirm  the  importance  of  the 
historic  duality  of  the  private-public  sy¬ 
stem  of  higher  education,  with  its  invalu¬ 
able  structure  of  checks  and  balances. 

“The  church-related  college,  through¬ 
out  its  history,  has  played  what  may 
be  called  the  ‘role  of  conscience’  to 
public  institutions  at  the  point  of  value 
articulation  and  the  concept  of  com¬ 
mitment,”  Bishop  Hunt  said.  And 


“church-related  higher  education  may 
be,  in  the  end,  the  most  trustworthy 
custodian  of  academic  freedom. 

“State-supported  education,  with  its 
inevitable  political  overtones  and  its 
necessary  legislative  control  over 
monetary  allocations,  under  the  pressure 
of  uneasy  and  critical  times,  may  feel 
abortive  interference,  sometimes  subtle 
and  sometimes  blatant,  of  sick  and 
demogogic  reactionism,”  Bishop  Hunt 
said.  “Should  all  education  be  taken  over 
by  the  state,  we  could  well  have  tragic 
occasion  to  recall  that  never,  in  such 
circumstances,  has  academic  freedom 
emerged  unscathed!,”  Bishop  Hunt  said. 

A  cluster  of  current  threats 

The  continued  existence  of  church- 
related  colleges  is  currently  threatened 
by  a  cluster  of  pending  developments, 
according  to  Bishop  Hunt.  These 
developments  include  proposals  to  levy 
property  taxes  on  non-profit  institutions, 
further  restrictions  on  foundation  grants 
by  the  IRS,  and  consideration  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  of  a  plea  that  church- 
related  institutions  may  receive  no 
public  money  of  any  type.  “Implicit  in 
these  converging  threats  could  well  be 
the  collapse  of  private  and  church- 
related  higher  education  in  America,” 
Bishop  Hunt  said. 

Noting  that  many  persons  oppose  any 
type  of  public  aid  to  church-related  in¬ 
stitutions  on  Constitutional  grounds, 
Bishop  Hunt  said:  “The  Constitution  of 
our  land  also  emphasizes  equal 
protection  under  the  law.  If  the  private  or 
church-related  college  is  forced  out  of 
business  by  the  public  institution  because 
the  latter  charges  a  dramatically  lower 
tuition  than  the  former,  and  if  this  is 
made  possible  by  heavy  subsidy  of  the 
public  institution  from  tax  funds,  is  this 
principle  of  equal  protection  under  the 
law  then  violated?”  Bishop  Hunt  asked. 

“Perhaps  either  tuition  grants  to 
students  electing  private  colleges  or 
contractual  agreements  between  private 
institutions  and  the  state,  resulting  in 
some  reasonable  payment  by  the  state  to 
those  institutions  for  in-state  students 
educated  by  them  would  be  not  only  a 
proper,  but  actually  a  Constitutionally 
necessary,  procedure,”  Bishop  Hunt 
said. 

This  procedure  would  “enable  the  state 
to  avoid  millions  of  dollars  in  capital 
expenditures  for  the  education  of  those 
students  who  are  ow  enrolled  in  church- 
related  institutions,”  Bishop  Hunt  said. 
And,  “the  charters  and  structures  of 
governance  in  our  church-related 
colleges  would  serve  to  protect  them 
from  state  interference  with  philosophy 
and  policy.” 

A  strategy  for  the  future 

“The  importance  of  little  colleges,  if 
one  man’s  understanding  of  liberal  and 
Christian  education  is  valid,  is  their 
calm,  reasoned  insistence  upon  a 
structure  of  values  both  relevant  and 
imperishable  —  even  in  a  day  of  naked 
materialism  and  raucus  violence,” 
Bishop  Hunt  declared. 

He  offered  a  three-part  strategy  if 
church-related  colleges  are  to  survive 
their  current  crisis:  (1)  Those  “colleges 
which  can  survive  and  are  worthy  of 
survival  must  be  supported  financially 
by  the  church  better  than  ever  before. 
This  may  mean  that  the  church  will  need 
to  raise  more  money  for  Christian  higher 
education  than  it  ever  intended  to  raise.” 

(2)  “Church-related  colleges  must  be 
made,  in  a  new  and  positive  fashion, 
Christian  colleges  —  dramatically  and 
splendidly  different  from  state-supported 
schools.” 

(3)  “The  story  of  the  difference  bet¬ 
ween  Christian  and  public  education 
must  be  told  to  vividly  that  our  church 
cannot  possibly  miss  its  glory.” 

“So,  and  only  so  .  .  .  shall  we  be  in  a 
position  to  provide  the  church-related 
institution  of  higher  learning  with  a 
viable  option  of  survival  in  our  time;  and, 
perhaps  more  important,  with  an  identity 
clear  enough  to  make  survival  a 
meaningful  part  of  God’s  own  timeless 
obsession  to  reconcile  His  world  unto 
Himself,”  Bishop  Hunt  stated. 
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Church  sign  with  a  new  invitation 
NASHVILLE  —  Beckoning  to  the  thousands  of  people  who  will  be  traveling  across 
the  country  this  year,  Cokesbury’s  new  road  sign  salutes  America’s  Bicentennial, 
reminds  the  travelers  of  their  freedom  and  encourages  them  to  attend  church  to  give 
thanks  to  God.  The  new  red,  white  and  blue  sign  is  recently  available  for  purchase 
by  a  church  or  organization  from  any  Cokesbury  regional  service  center  for  $19.50. 

Conference  on  death  held 

Out-of-body  experiences 
‘prove’  afterlife  to  expert 


ORINDA,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  Scholars  and 
health-care  professionals  who  took  part 
here  in  a  national  conference  on  “death, 
dying  and  beyond”  found  a  remarkable 
unanimity  in  accounts  of  “out-of-body” 
experiences  by  persons  who  were 
clinically  dead  and  later  revived. 

And  one  famous  expert  says  she  now 
knows  there  is  life  after  death. 

Overflow  crowds  of  some  1,000  persons 
attended  the  sessions  at  the  University  of 
California,  Berkeley,  and  here  at  John  F. 
Kennedy  University. 

A  panel  of  persons  who  had 
experienced  death  and  returned  to  tell 
about  it  found  surprising  similarities  in 
the  details.  Each  person  told  of  looking 
down  on  his  or  her  own  body  and  on  other 
persons  in  the  operating  or  resuscitation 
room. 

Dr.  Elizabeth  Kubler-Ross,  an  expert 
noted  for  her  pioneering  studies  on  death 
and  dying,  said,  “We  are  not  talking 
about  a  scattered  few  instances,  but 
hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  cases.  It’s  not 
a  rare  thing  at  all.” 

She  declared  that  “hundreds  of  cases 
of  this  kind  have  now  been  scientifically 
verified.  We’ve  just  been  afraid  to  admit 
it.  These  people  —  including  one  man 
who  brought  me  his  death  certificate, 
signed  by  a  doctor,  report  in  the  minutest 
detail  who  came  into  the  resuscitation 
room  after  they  were  dead,  how  they 
looked,  what  they  wore,  what  they  did, 
what  they  said.” 

According  to  Dr.  Kubler-Ross,  “all  of 
the  reports  we  know  of,  no  matter  how 
remote,  have  the  identical  themes,  and 
confirm  the  same  stages  of  con¬ 
sciousness.  When  they  float  out  of  their 
bodies,  they  are  totally  without  pain. 
They  are  soaring,  light  and  surprised. 
They  having  a  feeling  of  physical 
wholeness  —  even  if  they’ve  been  blinded 
or  lost  a  leg.  They  are  not  afraid,  nor  are 
they  ever  afraid  again  when  they 
return.” 

Dr.  Raymond  Moody,  a  researcher  at 
the  University  of  Virginia,  described  the 
“after-death  stages."  They  include  a 


buzz  or  ring  at  the  moment  of  death, 
followed  by  rapid  progression  through  an 
enclosure  or  tunnel  toward  the  light. 
There  is  surprise  at  being  outside  the 
body.  Next  comes  a  panoramic  review  of 
one’s  life. 

No  matter  what  a  person’s  religious 
beliefs  may  be,  Dr.  Moody  said,  a 
religious  figure  always  appears  in  the 
“after-death”  experience.  This  is  true 
even  for  atheists,  he  asserted. 

After  the  conference,  Dr.  Kubler-Ross 
told  a  reporter  that  her  own  findings  are 
identical  with  those  of  Dr.  Moody,  who 
had  interviewed  more  than  200  persons. 
“We  now  have  factual  support,”  Dr. 
Kubler-Ross  said,  “replicated  again  and 
again,  in  hundreds  of  cases  by  different 
people.  For  me,  there’s  no  longer  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt. 

“1  used  to  say,  ‘I  believe  in  life  after 
death,’  ”  she  commented.  “Now  I  know.” 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO  —  Opposition  to  “forced 
retirement”  as  an  injustice  against  older 
persons  was  adopted  here  as  the  position 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  mission 
agency,  as  it  voted  a  policy  of  flexible 
retirement  for  its  operations. 

In  order  to  “lay  the  foundation  for  a 
flexible  retirement  system”  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  will  petition  the 
General  Conference  for  the  addition  of 
“age”  to  the  “Book  of  Discipline’s”  non¬ 
discrimination  paragraph  .  .  .  “With  out 
regard  to  race,  color,  sex  or  age."  It  will 
also  seek  a  change  in  the  “social  prin¬ 
ciples”  to  include  opposition  to  “man¬ 
datory  retirement.” 

Margaret  Kuhn,  a  "walking  victim”  of 
mandatory  retirement  at  65  and  national 
convenor  of  the  Gray  Panthers,  called  on 
the  board  to  take  a  position  of  leadership 
in  keeping  older  people  “useful. 


Senior  Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO  —  United  Methodism’s  chief 
“mission”  agency  became  the  first 
general  board  to  mandate  a  redirection 
of  its  World  Service  funds  in  order  to 
commit  half  a  million  additional  dollars 
in  1977  to  strengthening  Hispanic,  Black, 
Native  American  and  Asian-American 
churches. 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  president 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn,  Chicago,  said  the 
action  was  “intentional  and  faithful”  to 
the  agency’s  commitment  to  ethnic 
empowerment. 

“The  issue  is  not  the  good  of  minorities, 
but  the  good  of  the  whole  church,”  Dr. 
Tracey  Jones,  general  secretary,  said. 
“The  real  question  for  United  Methodists 
is  whether  they  want  the  UMC  to  be 
a  model  for  the  national  scene  as  an 
‘inclusive  church’  with  increasing 
numbers  of  ethnic  minority  members,  or 
whether  they  want  it  to  move  out  of  the 
‘mainstream’  of  a  pluralistic  nation  with 
the  present  trend  toward  a  diminishing 
minority  membership.” 

The  additional  dollars  were  directed  to 
programs  in  church  extension,  salary 
supplements  and  outreach  ministries  for 
1977.  Had  this  not  been  done  the  National 
Division,  one  of  the  board’s  seven  units, 
and  the  one  most  involved  in  minority 
work,  faced  a  cut  of  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

A  redirection  of  funds  is  requested  of 
every  church  agency  in  the  proposed 
funding  of  the  ethnic  local  church 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  -  United  Methodists  gave 
$4.2  million  to  the  World  and  National 
Councils  of  Churches  in  1974  according  to 
a  “first  review”  of  ecumenical  funding 
made  by  the  Division  of  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

TheU.M.  contribution  of  $680,395  to  the 
World  Council  was  part  of  the  council’s 
total  budget  of  $42.7  million  and  the 
$3,568,163  to  the  National  Council  was 
part  of  a  total  budget  of  $20.3  million. 

"Between  72  and  85  percent  of  the 
programs  and  services  supported  enable 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  fulfill  its 
own  mission  goals  more  effectively,”  the 
report  states. 

Two  types  of  church  support  for  the 
councils  was  reported.  Primary  support 
of  the  council’s  general  budgets  comes 
through  the,UMC’s  Interdenominational. 

^  Cooperation  Fund  (ICF.)  “Purchase  of 
services  which  fulfill  our  mission  goals”  - 
the  second  type  -  goes  to  the  councils 
mainly  through  boards  and  agency 
budgets. 

The  World  Council  received  $170,474  or 
approximately  one  and  a  half  cents  per 
member  for  its  general  budget  through 
ICF.  “This  represents  the  basic  com¬ 
mitment  of  the  UMC,”  the  report  says, 
and  notes  that  the  amount  has  remained 
unchanged  for  more  than  eight  years. 


productive  and  in  the  system.”  She  said 
the  church  should  not  allow  itself  to  “be  - 
conformed  to  the  worldly  practice  of 
consigning  people  to  the  scrap  heap  just 
because  they  reach  65  years.” 

Ms.  Kuhn  said  there  is  too  much  work 
to  be  done  to  allow  the  energy  of  older 
persons  to  go  to  waste.  She  said  society 
needs  persons  to  work  as  patient  ad¬ 
vocates  in  hospitals,  health  advocates, 
court  watchers,  watchdogs  on  city 
councils,  monitors  of  transportation 
systems  and  monitors  of  the 
“proliferating  programs  attempting  to 
ameliorate  the  problems  of  the  aging.” 

She  alerted  the  church  to  the  fact  that 
large  numbers  of  aging  persons  maintain 
their  church  membership  but  are 
overlooked  by  the  ministry.  “Ministers 
refer  to  a  congregation  with  many  older 
members  as  a  “dying  church;’’  she  said, 
and  urged  changes  in  seminary 
education  so  pastors  would  better  un¬ 
derstand  the  needs  of  aging  persons.” 

4 Developers’  need 
not  believe  in  God , 
executive  says 

TM/  UMR  Stall  Special 

CHICAGO  —  Community  developers 
who  serve  in  “national  mission”  through 
the  United  Methodist  Church  do  not  have 
to  profess  belief  in  God  since  they  are  not 
"commissioned  as  missionaries  of  the 
church,”  denominational  officials  stated 
here  during  the  spring  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  executive  of  the 
National  division  of  the  BGM  said  the  45 
"developers  work  in  relationship  to  a 
local  church  to  help  make  the  community 
work.”  The  main  thrust  of  the  com¬ 
munity  developer  program  is  social 
action  work  in  city  settings. 

Statements  made  here  by  the  Rev. 
John  Coleman,  director  of  the  developer 
program  and  Dr.  Nugent  were  in 
response  to  the  "adverse  publicity” 
surrounding  Chicago  developer  Gloria 
Perez’  statement  during  a  February 
mission  conference  in  Oklahoma  City 
that  she  was  not  a  Christian,  did  not 
believe  in  God  in  any  Christian  sense,  but 
considered  herself  to  be  in  mission 


priority;  a  total  of  $5  million  will  be 
sought  annually  during  the  quadrennium 
through  redirected  funds. 

“We’re  on  a  sinking  ship  unless  we  are 
willing  to  give  up  some  of  our  pet  projects 
and  say  we  believe  in  ethnic  local 
churches,”  Ms.  Jean  Wickett,  Laguna 
Beach,  Calif.,  told  other  board  members 
before  the  decisive  vote. 

Meeting  in  a  closed  session  BGM  board 
members  voted  to  ask  the  General 
Conference  “to  instruct”  the  church’s 
program  and  finance  coordinating 
agencies  to  significantly  lower  their 
recommended  salary  scale  for  church 
executives.  Dr.  Eugene  Smith,  pastor  of 
Denville,  N.J.,  said  “we  talk  about 
economic  crunch  and  put  up  a  scale  that 
runs  to  $34,000;  we  talk  about  hunger  and 
poverty  and  put  up  a  model  of  affluence.  I 
think  this  is  out  of  line  with  our  af¬ 
firmation  of  servanthood.” 

A  “landmark"  for  the  final  meeting  of 
the  156-member  agency  was  the  adoption 
of  a  theological  statement  strongly 
supporting  a  “whole  Gospel  —  personal 
and  social."  Described  as  “a  theological 
reflection  on  the  themes  that  have 
emerged”  since  the  agency  was 
reorganized  in  1972,  it  is  intended  to  serve 
as  a  point  of  reference  for  future  boards 
and  the  church  as  a  whole,  Bishop  Wash- 
bum  said. 

"Although  under  pressure  from  some 
quarters  to  separate  evangelism  from 
mission,  we  believe  they  must  not  and 
cannot  be  separated.  We  affirm  a  whole 
Gospel  —  personal  and  social  —  on  the 


Of  the  total  given  to  the  National 
Council,  $348,270  went  to  the  basic  budget 
from  the  ICF,  or  about  1.7  cents  per 
member.  The  remainder  of  the  $3.5 
million  came  from  various  church 
agencies. 

The  survey  also  included  a  review  of 
the  extensive  ecumenical  commitments 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  terms 
of  funds  and  staff  involvement. 

For  the  board  as  a  whole,  nearly  25 
percent  of  all  its  funds  and  almost  10 
percent  of  staff  time  are  expended  for 
ecumenical  causes,  the  report  states.  For 
example,  just  over  30  percent  of  all 
overseas  missionaries  serve  in  some  kind 
of  ecumenical  involvement. 

The  review,  which  was  reported  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  earlier  in 
the  month,  recommends  that  “in  light  of 
world  inflation  and  the  devaluation  of 
U.S.  currency  which  has  increased  the 
costs  of  the  WCC  by  75  percent  since  1971, 
that  the  UMC  increase  its  giving  f*om  the 
Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund 
to  an  annual  grant  of  $400,000.” 

Also,  in  view  of  the  “serious  misun¬ 
derstanding  of  the  World  and  National 
Councils,  it  was  recommended  that 
special  attention  be  given  to  positive 
interpretation  of  these  agencies  and  the 
ICF  fund. 

An  annual  allocation  of  $600,000  for  the 
NCC  was  recommended  for  basic  United 
Methodist  support. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  convenes  April  27-May  8  in 
Portland,  Ore.  The  following  is  the 
thirteenth  in  a  series  of  articles  in  which 
TM/  UMR  summarizes  a  major  issue  to 
face  the  delegates. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

If  General  Conference  decides  in  April 
to  adopt  a  quadrennial  study  of  the 
family,  it  will  have  at  least  two  entirely 
different  models  to  choose  from. 

It  may  agree  to  define  “family  life” 
broadly  and  base  a  study  on  a  whole 
spectrum  of  lifestyles  and  human  con¬ 
cerns  affecting  many  kinds  of  family 
units. 

Or  it  may  opt  for  a  more  narrowly  - 
defined  major  emphasis  on  strengthen¬ 
ing  marriage  and  the  traditional  nuclear 
family  to  head  off  what  proponents  call 
“an  alarming  deterioration”  in  today’s 
families. 

It  could,  of  course,  attempt  to  combine 
the  two  proposals,  turn  thumbs  down  on 
them  both,  or  go  with  another  study 
entirely. 

The  broad  proposal  comes  from  United 
Methodism’s  interagency  Committee  on 
Family  Life,  along  with  a  request  for  a 
$58,000  commission  to  lead  the  church¬ 
wide  study,  meet  twice  a  year  and  report 
annually  to  the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

It  comes  after  the  Committee’s  ten¬ 
tative  proposal  to  the  1972  General 
Conference  was  referred  back  to  it  and  to 
local  churches  for  study  and  revision  for 
1976. 

Another  family  resolution  comes  to 
General  Conference  from  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
"Good  News”  an  evangelical  movement 
within  the  UMC. 

It  calls  for  study  and  action  to  find  root 
causes  of  family  deterioration,  intensify 
evangelism  for  family  members,  attack 
contributing  social  evils  and  teach  in¬ 
tensively  "the  Biblical  principles  which 
constitute  God’s  sacred  intention  for 
marriage  and  family  relationships.”  It 
also  encourages  a  clearer  understanding 
in  the  church  of  human  sexuality,  “in¬ 
cluding  maleness  and  femaleness,  as 
manifested  and  communicated  within 
marriage  and  the  family.” 

It  is  an  attempt  to  "restore  the  strong 


part  of  the  whole  church,’  the  document 
states. 

In  the  first  “commissioning  service" 
held  during  a  board  meeting  since  1971, 

14  young  men  and  women  were  sent  “as 
servants  on  the  edges  of  mission  in  the 
world.” 

Earlier  in  the  service,  the  Rev.  Mor¬ 
timer  Arias,  noted  Bolivian  evangelical 
Methodist,  told  the  candidates  that 
although  “to  be  an  American  is  not 
precisely  an  asset  for  evangelization  of 
the  oppressed  peoples  of  the  earth  . 
their  real  asset  (may  be)  to  come  as  a 
beggar  telling  other  beggars  where  both 
can  find  bread.” 

He  stressed  that  “we  still  need 
missionaries,”  from  America  and  any 

Black  scholar  charges 


other  country  in  the  world. 
“Evangelization  is  a  permanent  task,” 
he  said,  “and  no  other  demands  — 
population,  hunger,  poverty  —  can 
relieve  us  of  that  task.  It  must  be  carried 
on  in  every  society,  whether  capitalistic 
or  socialistic.” 

Board  members  once  again  decided  it 
was  more  “practical  and  economical” 
for  its  offices  to  remain  in  New  York  City 
instead  of  relocating  “west  of  the 
Mississippi”  as  some  voices  in  the 
church  have  suggested.  A  real  estate 
counselor  estimates  a  move  would  cost 
$2.4  million  in  unrecoverable  costs;  land 
acquisition  and  construction  of  a  new 
building  approximately  $10.8  million. 


local  churches  which  have  non-white 
members,  he  continued. 

“The  likelihood  of  basic  change  in  the 
majority  white  group  is  not  probable 
unless  the  UMC  gives  broad  new 
direction  through  a  national,  systemic, 
continuing  approach  which  is  integral  to 
the  mission  of  the  church,”  he  said. 

Reviewing  his  research  of  the  Black 
constituency  in  the  church,  he  asked  if  it 
was  to  go  the  same  direction  or  break¬ 
down  as  in  the  Episcopal,  Presbyterian 
and  Congregational  churches.  He 
projected  that  if  the  present  decline  is 
continued,  the  Black  minority  would  be 
reduced  by  half  in  another  25  years. 

Dr.  Shockley  observed  that  historically 
the  Black  membership  has  grown  during 
periods  when  the  church  was  in  mission, 
but  has  not  increased  significantly  since 
the  Civil  War. 

African  bishop 
backed  despite 
violence  stance 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO  —  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa. 
the  self-exiled  United  Methodist  bishop  of 
Rhodesia  and  liberation  leader,  received 
a  strong  vote  of  confidence  from  the 
World  division  of  the  church’s  mission 
agency  March  18  in  the  face  of  evidence 
that  he  has  shifted  from  a  non-violent  to 
violent  stance. 

.  “We  affirm  Bishop  Muzorewa  as  a 
Christian  statesman  and  as  the  episcopal 
leader  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Rhodesia.  Any  change  in  his  stance 
toward  the  future  of  Rhodesia  we  believe 
has  come  out  of  his  Christian  faith,”  the 
division  statement  says. 

During  a  press  conference  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Bivens,  secretary  of  African  af¬ 
fairs  for  the  division,  said  that  he 
believes  Bishop  Muzorewa  has  “ardently 
experimented  with  non-violent  methods 
in  trying  to  work  with  the  Ian  Smith 
government”  but  has  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  “he  cannot  deal  with  the 
Smith  government  without  armed 
struggle.” 

Whether  the  bishop  is  leading  the  arm¬ 
ed  struggle,  Mr.  Bivens  said  he  does 
not  know,  but  he  did  see  a  shift  in  the 
bishop’s  approach.  “I  do  not  want  to 
venture  a  judgement  as  to  whether  that  is 
right  or  wrong,”  the  division  executive 
said,  “because  I  believe  that  any  op¬ 
pressed  people  have  the  right  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  means  of  their  liberation  ...  as 
we  determined  ours  200  years  ago.” 

Further  evidence  of  a  shift  in  the 
bishop’s  position  came  in  a  March  5  press 
statement  he  allegedly  issued  in 
Mozambique  in  reply  to  Dr.  Kissinger.  In 
it  he  describes  the  African  National 
Council  which  he  heads  as  a  “sovereign, 
independent  liberation  movement, 
charged  with  the  task  of  crushing  the  Ian 
Smith  fascist  regime  and  liberating 
Zimbabwe  by  force  of  arms.  The  ANC  is 
doing  just  that.” 

Delegates  to  be 
asked  to  support 
African  changes 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO  —  General  Conference 
delegates  will  be  asked  next  month  to 
strongly  support  new  political 
developments  in  Southern  Africa  and 
urge  U.S.  government  action  through  a 
petition  approved  here  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  document  scores  the  “minority, 
white  racist  governments  which  sanction 
gross  economic  exploitation  in  Zim¬ 
babwe  (Rhodesia)  and  South  Africa”  as 
well  as  U.S.  business  investments  in 
aparthied  economics. 

The  eight-part  resolution  calls  on 
United  Methodists  and  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  note  that  “no  African  socialist 
state  can  be  accurately  described  as 
either  a  satellite  or  colony  of  a  major 
communist  power  with  the  possible 
exception  of  Congo-Brazzaville,  and  no 
where  in  all  of  Africa  has  doctrinnaire  or 
atheistic  forms  of  communism  taken  root 
in  an  independent  nation.” 

This  section  was  further  amended 
during  floor  debate  by  the  Rev.  Doug 
Tanner.  Greensboro,  N.C.  to  include  a 
call  for  the  major  world  powers  to  quit 
using  Africa  as  a  battleground  and  to 
honor  the  desire  of  member  nations  in  the 
Organization  of  African  Unity  to  develop 
policies  of  non-alignment. 
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Church  using  wrong 
racial  assumptions 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  “Attempts  to  do 
something  about  the  problem  of  race”  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  since  1939 
have  been  operating  on  the  wrong 
assumptions,  charged  a  Black  theologian 
in  a  hard  hitting  address  to  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  here  last  week. 

Dr.  Grant  G.  Shockley  called  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  “unite 
mission,  evangelism,  theology  and  social 
ethics  into  a  national  effort  at  creating 
intentional  communities  which  would  be 
a  witness  of  what  our  nation  could  be 
under  God.”  Dr.  Shockley  is  president  of 
the  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Citing  the  “wrong  assumptions”  the 
church  has  been  using,  Dr.  Shockley  said 
they  are  the  “beliefs”  that: 

•  The  church  can  live  with  a  theology 
that  makes  no  practical  difference  in 
transforming  human  life. 

•  The  church  can  swing  between  a 
Christian  ethic  and  its  implementation, 
always  stopping  just  short  of  radical 
effort. 

•  Persons  can  be  a  part  of  a  com¬ 
munity  and  not  share  power  equally. 

•  Deeply  held  prejudice  can  be  cured 
by  ideas  and  not  actions. 

•  Nothing  can  ever  basically  alter  the 
American  system  based  on  race. 

•  The  problem  is  to  ease  the  situation 
instead  of  become  inclusive. 

The  church  is  challenged,  he  said,  “to 
alter  the  basic  situation  in  our  society 
which  gives  rise  to  the  pattern  of 
segregation  in  our  churches,  namely 
segregation  in  American  communities. 
The  church  can  hardly  be  more  inclusive 
than  the  surrounding  community  of 
which  it  is  a  part. 

“Deeply  held  prejudice  can  only  be 
cured  as  people  participate  in  actual 
contact  with  each  other.  A  model  of  in¬ 
volvement  and  radical  human  contact  is 
the  only  way  for  us  to  see  how  to  act  as 
Christians,”  he  said. 

But  church  statistics  indicate  that  out 
of  39,000  local  churches  only  11.6  percent 
of  all  United  Methodist  members  are  in 


studies  proposed 

Christian  family,”  according  to  the  Rev. 
Paul  Morell  of  Dallas,  former  chair¬ 
person  of  the  “Good  News”  movement.  A 
new  emphasis  on  the  family  —  “as  it’s 
ideally  defined  in  Scripture:  a  man,  a 
woman  and  their  issue”  —  could  help 
solve  other  problems  such  as  alcoholism, 
child  abuse  and  abandonment  of  the 
aging,  Morell  said. 

“It  may  well  be  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  given  so  much 
attention  to  race,  singles,  women’s 
liberation  and  homosexuality  that  it  has 
inadvertently  de-emphasized  concerns 
for  the  family,”  he  told  TM/  UMR. 

The  Family  Life  proposal  contends,  on 
the  other  hand  that  "in  its  concern  for  the 
nuclear  family,  the  church  has  at  times 
neglected  its  ministry  to  persons  living  in 
relationships  based  on  other  forms  of 
firm  commitment.” 

It  calls  for  United  Methodists  to 
examine  the  Christian  context  and 
theological  basis  for  various  models  of 
family  life  and  ways  of  ministering  to 
them.  “It  attempts  to  be  more  inclusive 
of  the  ways  people  live  in  today’s  world,” 
says  Family  Life  chairperson  Dr.  Noe 
Gonzales  of  El  Paso. 

The  "Good  News”  statement,  says  Dr. 
Gonzales,  is  “valid  as  far  as  it  goes,  but 
it’s  too  limiting.  To  talk  only  about  the 
nuclear  family  is  not  realistic.  What 
about  single  people  who  adopt  children? 
Or  persons  of  the  same  sex  who  live 
together,  not  necessarily  conjugally? 
Aren’t  they  family  units?” 

Mr  Morell  doesn’t  agree.  He  said  the 
"Good  News”  movement  “would  have 
trouble  accepting  any  study  which 
defines  the  family  as  two  or  three  people 
gathered  together.” 

Wide-ranging  concerns  dealt  with  in 
the  Family  Life  statement  include: 

•  Factors  that  promote  an  impersonal 
society; 

•  Overpopulation,  sexism  and  sex  role 
stereotyping; 

•  Ministry  with  those  affected  by 
various  living  patterns; 

•  Protection  of  human  and  civil  rights 
and  elimination  of  racial,  social  and 
economic  barriers  for  families. 

The  resolution  also  calls  for  including  a 
study  of  human  sexuality  and  gender 
identification  within  the  context  of  a 
family  life  study.  “We  believe  this  is 
where  such  a  study  belongs,”  Dr.  Gon¬ 
zales  told  TM/  UMR  last  week. 


‘ Forced  retirement 9  opposed  by- 
board  as  injustice  against  aged 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Mission  agency  redirects  some  funds  to  help 
strengthen  ethnic  minority  local  churches 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 


UMC  gives  $4.2  million 
to  ecumenical  councils 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  26, 1976 


Bicentennial  notes: 
Galloping  Freeborn  Garrettson 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 

;ji  Paul  Revere’s  rides  —  all  of 
>•  them  —  were  as  nothing  when 
compared  to  those  of  Freeborn 
>•  Garrettson.  However,  Freeborn  is 

$  remembered  mostly  for  one  ride 

:j:  only  —  the  time  he  rode  1200  miles 

J  in  six  weeks  in  order  to  gather  the 
Methodist  circuit  riders  for  the 
*  historic  conference  in  Baltimore  in 
X  1784. 

That  ride  was  a  monumental  one; 
for  in  addition  to  spreading  the  word 
£  about  the  conference,  he  preached 
along  the  way.  But  spurring  a  horse 
in  order  to  do  exploits  for  the  Lord 
:•  was  nothing  new  for  this  man  from 
;•  Maryland.  No,  indeed! 

•;  Having  heard  a  number  of 

>  Methodist  preachers,  Freeborn  was 

•:  filled  with  a  deep  conviction  of  sin. 

:•  Still,  he  did  not  want  to  make  a 
•:  decision  for  Christ.  His  father  was  a 
:•  prosperous  planter  and  thus 

Freeborn  had  the  money  to  finance 
:>  his  frivolous  ways.  But  thoughts  of 
his  wicked  past  so  haunted  him,  he 
£  finally  repented.  And  his  conversion 
:•  was  a  deep  and  solid  one. 

During  family  prayers,  Freeborn 
:•  announced  that  all  of  his  slaves  from 
•:  that  moment  on  were  free.  But  to 
£  him,  freeing  his  slaves  was  not  as 

>  great  a  sacrifice  as  that  of  entering 
:|i  the  ministry.  And  to  his  sorrow,  he 

Goes  to  city  hall 


felt  a  definite  call  to  the  ministry.  At 
first  he  balked;  but  after  a  terrible 
dream  in  which  he  was  exhorted  by 
a  good  angel,  he  agreed  to  preach. 
Even  so,  he  halfway  hoped  that  he 
would  be  thrown  from  a  horse  or 
maimed  “so  that  he  might  not  be 
able  to  go  on.” 

Garrettson  was  accepted  as  a 
member  of  the  Conference  in 
Baltimore  in  the  historic  year  of 
1776.  From  this  point  on,  Garrettson 
did  not  hesitate  to  twist  the  devil’s 
tail  as  frequently  as  possible.  Mobs, 
in  those  days,  kept  Methodist 
preachers  in  their  sights.  But 
Garrettson  was  never  afraid  of  a 
mob,  nor  even  a  judge  for  that 
matter. 

In  Maryland,  a  mob  threatened  to 
kill  him  if  he  preached.  Never¬ 
theless,  he  preached;  and  by  a 
miracle  was  enabled  to  ride  away  in 
safety.  Later,  a  former  judge  struck 
him  on  the  head  with  a  bludgeon. 
Others  pulled  him  from  his  horse 
and  beat  him  unconscious.  In  this 
condition,  the  heavens  seemed  to 
open  and  he  “beheld  God  and  Jesus 
Christ.”  After  recovering  while  in 
the  home  of  a  friend,  he  was  ready  to 
preach  with  more  clout  than  ever. 

When  taken  to  a  judge  to  be  cited 
for  being  a  Methodist,  he  waited 
until  the  judge  started  to  write  his 
name.  Then,  after  stepping  back  a 


Church  fights  brutality 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

FT.  WAYNE,  Ind.  —  Some  persons 
may  claim  the  church  has  little  impact 
on  city  hall.  But  no  one  can  convince  the 
congregation  of  Aldersgate  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  here  of  the  truth  of  that 
claim. 

Because  they  raised  their  voice  and 
supported  a  concerned  pastor,  a  situation 
of  police  brutality  was  forced  into  the 
open.  Public  media  and  aroused  citizens 
responded  and  the  situation  was  cor¬ 
rected. 

The  story  began  one  Sunday  morning 
before  Christmas  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
worship  service.  Pastor  J.  Hilbert  Berger 
read  to  the  congregation  a  letter  he  was 
sending  to  the  Allen  County  sheriff  pro¬ 
testing  the  physical  abuse  to  a  member  of 
Aldersgate  by  two  of  the  sheriff’s 
deputies. 

In  the  letter  he  protested  that  two 
officers  who  served  a  warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  Robert  Hart,  a  motel  owner, 
had  refused  to  identify  themselves  and 
“refused  (three  times)  to  allow  Mr.  Hart 
to  read  the  warrant  for  his  arrest.”  The 
warrant  was  for  failure  to  appear  in 
court  for  a  traffic  violation. 

When  Mr.  Hart  would  not  leave  his 
home  with  the  two  men.  Dr.  Berger  said, 
“he  was  struck  by  one  of  the  men  and 
knocked  to  the  floor.  One  of  them  con¬ 
tinued  to  beat  and  kick  him  while  he  lay 
face  down.  He  was  then  dragged  out  of 
his  home  where  the  kicking  and  beating 
continued.  While  he  lay  semi-conscious 
face  down  in  a  pool  of  blood,  they  refused 
to  allow  even  his  wife  to  go  to  him. 
Twenty-three  stitches  were  needed  to 
close  the  wounds  on  his  head  and  bruises 
are  evident  all  over  his  body.” 

“I  feel  that  it  is  important,”  Dr.  Berger 
wrote  the  sheriff,  “that  you  be  aware  of 
the  shock  and  concern  felt  by  the  citizens 
of  this  community  at  the  brutal  and 
vicious  conduct  of  two  of  your  deputies” 
and  he  requested  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  the  matter. 

When  Dr.  Berger  finished  the  letter, 
there  was  silence  and  then  applause. 
Many  members  immediately  declared 
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few  feet,  he  leveled  his  finger  at  the 
man.  and  thundered,  “Be  assured 
that  this  matter  will  be  brought  to 
light  in  an  awful  eternity!" 

At  this,  the  judge  bleached  white; 
and  his  writing  hand  shook  so  much 
he  was  unable  to  write.  After  several 
tries,  he  released  Garrettson. 

Such  events  and  miracles  were 
common  to  this  man.  When 
preaching  in  Dorchester  County, 
Maryland,  a  mob  rushed  Freeborn 
to  a  magistrate  who  ordered  him 
jailed.  As  the  mob  pushed  him  down 
the  street  toward  the  lockup,  a  bolt 
of  lightning  slammed  to  the  ground 
right  in  front  of  him.  Terrified,  his 
persecuters  fled.  Nonetheless, 
Freeborn  continued  on  toward  the 
jail  by  himself. 

Soon  the  mob  caught  up  with  him. 
Now,  however,  they  had  changed 
their  minds.  Anyone  who  could 
summon  lightning  was  not  to  be 
bothered.  And  so  they  released  him. 

Like  other  Methodist  preachers, 
Garrettson’s  life  was  crammed  with 
adventure  —  and  miracles.  In  a 
single  year  he  rode  his  horse  5,000 
miles  in  order  to  keep  his  ap¬ 
pointments. 

Mr.  Ludwig  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  who  is  contributing 
articles  on  early  Methodist  history 
to  TM/UMR  during  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  year. 


What  do  church  people  look  for 
in  a  young  minister?  survey  asks 
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MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  The  No.  1 
quality  that  American  and  Canadian 
church  people  are  looking  for  in  their 
young  ministers  and  priests  is 
willingness  to  serve  without  regard  for 
acclaim. 

Next  they  want  personal  integrity  — 
the  ability  to  honor  commitments  by 
carrying  out  promises  despite  all 
pressures  to  compromise. 

A  Christian  example  that  people  in  the 
community  can  respect  is  the  third  most 
important  factor. 

Particular  pastoral  skills  rank  fourth 
and  the  minister’s  role  as  a  leader  in 
community  building  stands  fifth. 

All  this  was  learned  in  a  three-year 
project  costing  more  than  $500,000  which 
is  being  sponsored  by  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

But  the  project  has  done  more  than 
pinpoint  the  qualities  desired  in  fledgling 
ministers.  It  also  developed  several 
instruments  that  will  assess  readiness  of 
seminarians  to  enter  the  profession. 

The  project,  called  “Readiness  for 
Ministry,”  represents  one  of  the  first 
times  that  a  profession  has  tried  to  define 
criteria  to  which  its  training  ought  to  be 
addressed,  says  Dr.  David  S.  Schuller, 
the  project’s  administrative  director. 

Dr.  Schuller,  who  is  associate  director 
of  the  Association  of  Theological  Schools, 
said  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  project 
was  the  concern  of  churches  that  many  of 


they  wished  to  co-sign  the  letter.  One 
elderly  member  stood  up  and  said, 
“Thank  God,  the  church  is  finally  taking 
a  stand.”  Nearly  300  persons  stood  in  line 
to  sign  the  letter. 

Dr.  Berger  told  TM/UMR  he  pre¬ 
sented  the  letter  to  Sheriff  Charles  Meeks 
the  next  day.  The  sheriff,  Dr.  Berger 
said,  denied  the  allegations  against  his 
deputies  but  did  reassign  them  to  another 
department. 

Meanwhile,  the  local  television  stations 
and  newspapers  heard  about  the  church’s 
letter,  interviewed  Dr.  Berger  and 
spread  the  story  across  the  community. 
Later  in  the  week  Dr.  Berger  shared  the 
letter  at  a  district  ministers  and  spouses’ 
Christmas  party.  Before  the  evening  was 
over,  60  United  Methodist  ministers  had 
signed  a  petition  to  the  sheriff  calling  for 
a  “thorough  investigation”  of  the  in¬ 
cident. 

Dr.  Berger  told  TM/UMR  it  was  the 
publicity  of  the  church’s  stand  which 
prompted  a  Black  realtor,  Solon  Jen¬ 
nings,  to  file  charges  against  the  same 
two  officers  and  one  other  for  a  beating 
he  had  received  from  them  early  last 
year.  He  had  been  afraid  to  say  anything 
until  the  public  airing  of  the  Hart 
incident. 

One  officer  was  found  guilty  in  the 
Jennings  case  by  the  Allen  County  Policy 
Merit  Board,  Jan.  16  and  the  other  two 
confessed  their  guilt.  All  three  officers 
were  suspended  for  differing  periods  of 
time  (none  larger  than  60  days),  re¬ 
assigned  to  other  departments  and 
•placed  on  strict  probation. 

Mr.  Hart  will  not  file  charges,  said  Dr. 
Berger,  until  the  case  against  him  is 
resolved.  He  has  been  charged  by  the  two 
officers  with  resisting  arrest  and  assault 
and  battery. 

“Anyone  who  thinks  the  church  is 
dead,"  said  Dr.  Berger,  “should  take  a 
look  at  how  quickly  the  community 
responded  to  the  insistence  for  an 
investigation  by  the  church.”  There  are 
times  when  the  church  can  act  “cre¬ 
atively  and  constructively”  in  the  social 
arena,  he  said. 
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a  daily  office 
using  the  Christian  classics 

edited  by  Errol  G.  Smith 


Ministers  produce  devotional  guide 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  A  devotional  guide  based  on  the  Christian  classics  may 
be  used  as  a  Lenten  study  by  United  Methodist  Churches  in  the  Washington  Area 
[Baltimore  and  Peninsula  Conferences].  ‘Deeper  Furrows"  is  a  corporate  venture 
by  ministers  of  each  district  who  produced  the  material  following  a  year  long  study. 
Copies  may  be  purchased  from  the  offices  of  district  superintendents  for  $2.50  each. 

PHOTO:  BALTIMORE  AND  PENINSULA  CONFERENCES 

Kenneth  Thornton 


TM/UMR  hires  new  comptroller 


The  United  Meinodisl  CmiO  Support  P'oytrr  a  a  pan  ol  Ihe  world  * 


■  :■  Board  oi  Giooal  Mm.st'.es  wit*  an 


erwd  care  institution*  approved  as  Advance  Spec  *  . 


DALLAS  —  The  j 
Rev.  Kenneth] 

Thornton,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  UMC’s  | 

Southern  New  Eng¬ 
land  Conference,’ 
has  been  employed , 
as  comptroller  for 
the  Texas  Method- 1 
ist/  United  Meth-I 
odist  Reporter.  The  Kenneth  Thornton 
Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor- 
general  manager,  announced  that  Mr. 
Thornton  will  act  as  chief  financial 
officer  for  the  newspaper  and  its  related 
printing  and  composition  operations.  And 
he  will  serve  in  this  capacity  under 
special  appointment  of  Bishop  Edward 
G.  Carroll  of  the  Boston  Area. 

Mr.  Thornton,  52,  has  served  as  a 
pastor  in  the  Southern  New  England 
Conference  for  the  past  14  years  and 
came  to  Dallas  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  serving  South 
Hadley  —  Holyoke  —  Granby,  Mass., 
where  he  was  pastor  for  two  years. 

Prior  to  entering  the  ministry,  Mr. 
Thornton  spent  14  years  in  business  and 
has  educational  experience  in  engineer¬ 
ing,  chemistry,  accounting,  law  and 
management.  He  holds  bachelors  and 
masters  degrees  from  Hartford  Semi¬ 
nary. 

He  served  six  years  on  the  Southern 
New  England  Conference  Board  of 
Trustees  and  a  number  of  years  as 
comptroller  for  the  Equitable  Salary 
Commission. 

Regarding  Mr.  Thornton's  em¬ 
ployment,  Mr.  Dunnam  said,  “With 
combined  operations  now  involving  more 
than  $2  million  annually,  we  have 
reached  a  position  where  a  full-time 
person  managing  our  finances  is 


the  people  coming  into  the  ministry  had  a 
different  view  of  it  from  those  in  the 
congregations  they  later  were  to  serve. 

Another  reason  for  it,  he  said  was  the 
awareness  by  seminaries  that  some  of 
their  training  was  not  directly  related  to 
what  their  graduates  do  in  the  field. 

More  than  1,200  persons  in  the  47 
denominations  involved  in  the  200 
theological  schools  related  to  the  spon¬ 
soring  association  were  asked  to  recall 
specific  moments  when  an  ordained 
person  ministering  to  them  was  either 
highly  effective  or  clearly  ineffective. 

“By  analyzing  these  written  accounts 
we  were  able  to  identify  where  people 
tend  to  see  ministry  taking  place  and 
what  served  as  the  basis  for  their 
judgments  regarding  effectiveness,”  Dr. 
Schuller  said. 

Later,  the  project  researchers 
developed  a  pre-test  questionnaire  of 
some  850  specific  items  that  was  com¬ 
pleted  by  more  than  2,000  persons  ran¬ 
domly  selected  from  the  47 
denominations.  Half  of  the  2,000  were 
laity  and  the  other  half  clergy  —  semi¬ 
nary  professors,  clergy  active  in  the 
field,  denominational  leaders  and  senior 
seminary  students. 

They  were  asked  to  evaluate  the 
degree  of  importance  each  of  the  850 
items  holds  for  the  specific  situation  in 
which  they  were  experiencing  ministry, 
such  as  a  small  rural  church  setting,  a 
chaplaincy  in  a  large  general  hospital 
and  a  ministry  in  an  inner-city 
congregation. 

Next,  a  revised  questionnaire  of  some 
444  items  was  completed  and  5,131 
randomly-selected  persons  from  the  47 
denominations  were  asked  to  evaluate 


the  importance  of  each  of  the  444  items. 

Analyzing  the  results,  the  research 
team  eventually  found  64  clusters  of 
responses. 

“The  ranking  of  each  of  the  64  clusters 
gives  us  an  estimate  of  what  is  generally 
seen  as  absolutely  essential  down  to  what 
is  viewed  as  detrimental  or  disqualifying 
for  a  minister,”  Dr.  Schuller  said. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  four  of  the  five 
top  criteria  lie  within  the  area  of  the 
minister’s  personal  commitment  and 
faith  and  center  in  the  minister-priest  as 
a  person.  The  last  of  the  five  describe  a 
particular  leadership  skill. 

Clusters  that  rank  sixth  through  ninth 
deal  with  other  ministerial  roles:  the 
minister  as  a  perceptive  counselor;  as  a 
thinker  and  theologian;  as  an  individual 
able  to  handle  the  stressful  situations  by 
remaining  calm  under  pressure  while 
continuing  to  affirm  persons;  and  as  a 
person  able  to  acknowledge  limitations 
and  mistakes  and  recognize  the  need  for 
continued  growth  and  learning. 

The  survey  also  found  the  qualities 
least  desired  in  ministers  and  priests. 

The  harshest  criticism  centers  on  what 
people  describe  as  a  “self-serving” 
ministry,  a  minister  who  avoids  intimacy 
and  repels  people  with  a  critical, 
demeaning  and  insensitive  attitude. 

Next  most  serious  criticism  centers  on 
ministers  involved  in  illicit  sexual 
relationships  and  other  self-indulgent 
actions  that  irritate,  shock  or  offend. 

The  third  most  serious  set  of  problems 
clustered  around  expressions  of 
emotional  immaturity  and  actions  that 
demonstrate  immaturity,  insecurity  and 
insensitivity  when  buffeted  by  the 
demands  and  pressures  of  the  profession. 


‘First’  for  NCC:  policy 
statement  on  evangelism 


ATLANTA  (RNS)  —  Delegates  to  the 
semi-annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Governing  Board 
adopted  the  first  policy  statement  on 
evangelism  in  the  organization’s  26-year 
history. 

Aimed  at  a  blend  of  emphases  on 
personal  evangelism  and  social  action, 
the  statement  says  that  “commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ  must  have  an  impact  on  the 
issues  of  social  and  economic  justice 
through  the  stewardship,  integrity  and 
interdependence  of  Christian  disciples.” 

The  statement  acknowledges  that 
ecumenically  oriented  churches  have 
shown  some  reluctance  in  recent  years 
“to  name  the  Name  of  Jesus  as  Lord  and 
Savior.”  It  affirms  that  eyangelism  "is 
the  primary  function  of  the  church,”  and 
describes  it  as  an  involvement  in  per¬ 
sonal  and  social  action. 

According  to  the  NCC  statement, 
“growth  in  church  membership  and 
calling  people  to  Christian  discipleship 
are  not  necessarily  the  same  thing.”  It 
urges  Christians  to  confess  faith  in 
Christ,  practice  their  faith  visibly  and 
spread  Christian  teachings  to  others. 

Most  of  the  delegates  from  the  NCC’s 
30  member  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
denomination’s  reacted  enthusiastically 
to  the  document. 

The  Rev.  Dean  Kelley,  director  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty  for  the  National 
Council,  told  a  reporter  that  “there  is  a 
readiness  to  deal  with  evangelism” 
among  the  organization’s  member 
churches. 

The  United  Methodist  clergyman 
added:  “We  are  looking  for  new  models 
of  evangelism.  It  won’t  be  confined  to  the 


personal  door-knocking  and  so  forth.” 

Although  a  portion  of  the  statement 
emphasizes  that  it  is  not  intended  to  be  a 
theological  document,  Mr.  Kelley  said 
one  of  its  purposes  is  to  promote 
cooperative  efforts  in  evangelism  among 
Christian  bodies  in  the  United  States. 

Lay  leaders  meet, 
plan,  elect  officers 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  John  Stumbo, 
lay  leader  of  the  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference,  was  re-elected  president  of 
the  national  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders  during  the 
organization’s  annual  meeting  here 
recently.  Elected  vice  president  was 
LeRoy  Vaughn,  lay  leader  of  the 
Southern  California-Arizona  Annual 
Conference. 

More  than  60  persons  attended  the  two- 
day  meeting,  including  44  lay  leaders  and 
representatives  of  49  annual  conferences. 

The  participants  got  a  preview  of  plans 
being  made  for  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Convocation  at  Purdue  University 
in  1977  and  discussed  issues,  trends  and 
concerns  facing  the  denomination  in  1976. 

Elected  to  the  executive  committee  of 
the  ad  hoc  association  were  represen¬ 
tatives  from  each  of  the  five  juris¬ 
dictions  of  the  church:  Marvin  McRey- 
nolds,  Woodston,  Kan.,  South  Central; 
Carroll  Krupke,  Reardan,  Wash.,  West¬ 
ern;  Walter  Lennartson,  Oak  Lawn,  Ill., 
North  Central;  Harry  Woodfield,  Che¬ 
nango  Forks,  N.Y.,  Northeast;  and  Ed 
Montgomery,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  South¬ 
east. 


essential.  Both  by  background  and  ex¬ 
perience,  Ken  Thornton  is  well-suited  to 
assume  this  responsibility. ’ 

“I  came  to  this  position  because  I 
believe  the  TM/  UMR  organization  is  led 
by  dedicated  Christian  people  and 
because  I  believe  this  paper  is  per¬ 
forming  an  important  ministry,”  Mr. 
Thornton  said.  “The  newspaper  is  a 
going  concern  and  has  a  great  future.” 

Mr.  Thornton  and  his  wife,  Velma, 
have  two  sons  in  Providence,  R.I.  Ronald 
recently  completed  a  PhD.  in  high 
energy  physics  from  Brown  University 
and  Donald  is  manager  of  a  restaurant. 

Racial  progress  in 
S.  Carolina  praised 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  (RNS)  —  Black  and 
white  United  Methodists  in  South 
Carolina  were  praised  here  for  their 
significant  progress  in  developing 
“mutually  shared”  ministries. 

“We  have  in  no  sense  claimed  a  vic¬ 
tory,  but  I  believe  we  are  moving  steadily 
toward  it,”  said  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Edward  L.  Tullis  of  the  Columbia  Area. 

He  told  a  retreat  of  ministers  from  the 
Rock  Hill  district  that  “in  an  area  where 
a  few  years  ago  there  was  almost  no 
contact  between  black  and  white  con¬ 
stituencies  of  the  same  denomination, 
there  is  now  a  growing  church  with 
blacks  and  whites  joined  together  in 
ministry.” 

“Churches  in  cluster  groups  across 
racial  lines  have  worked  together  and 
ministries  have  been  mutually  shared," 
Bishop  Tullis  said,  adding  that  the  three 
Black  district  superintendents  of  the 
conference  are  “not  just  received,  but 
accepted." 
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Hubert  Blanchard  Reports: 
Guatemalan  Relief  Fund 
To  date 
$50,700 
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Crutchfield  will  present  Jones- 


Cadwallader  Bicentennial  Memorial  Lectures 


The  C.  I.  Jones  and  Charles  N.  Cad- 
wallader  Bicentennial  Memorial  Lec¬ 
tures  will  be  presented  at  Rayne 
Memorial  Church  in  New  Orleans  on 
April  4,  5,  and  6,  and  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  will  be  the  featured  lecturer. 

The  announcement  was  received  from 
Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss,  Senior  Pastor  of 
Rayne  Memorial. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  will  begin  the  series 
of  lectures  on  April  4  at  the  10:50  A  M. 
Worship  Service,  when  he  presents  “The 
Universal  Christ  for  a  Particular 
Nation." 

At  7:30  P.M.  on  the  same  day  his  title  is 
“The  Christian  Hope  and  the  American 
Dream." 

On  Monday  morning,  April  5,  he  will 
use  as  his  subject  “Tintypes, 
Engravings,  Old  Photos."  The  evening 


title  is  “American  Soul  Food." 

“The  Crossing  of  a  Deep  River”  is  the 
lecture  title  for  the  April  6th  morning 
session;  and  “The Church  the  Wilderness 
Produced"  will  be  presented  that 
evening. 

All  lectures  will  be  in  the  Sanctuary, 
and  each  morning  session  is  scheduled 
for  10:30,  each  evening  session  is  at  7:30. 
The  Jones-Cadwallader  Lectures  are  the 
gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  in 
memory  of  Mr.  C.  I.  Jones,  her  first 
husband,  and  Mr.  Cadwallader.  The 
lecture  series  was  first  established  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Jones  in  1949.  Through 
the  years  an  imposing  list  of  lecturers 
have  conducted  the  series.  It  is  par¬ 
ticularly  significant  that  our  own  Bishop 
Crutchfield  was  invited  to  present  the 
Bicentennial  lectures  in  1976. 


Lake  Charles  District 
Youth  sponsor  Rally 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Youth  Team 
recently  sponsored  a  Rally  which  was 
held  in  University  Church  in  Lake 
Charles,  with  185  young  people  attending. 
The  theme  was  “What’s  Happening  in 
UMYF.” 

Among  the  discussion  groups  were: 
How  the  Bible  and  UMYF  Relate,  with 
the  Rev.  John  Holbert,  leader;  How  to 
Balance  the  Two  F’s  —  Fun  and  Faith  — 
in  UMYF,  Ms.  Margret  Landshof, 


The  Lake  Charles 
District  Youth 
Team. 


leader;  How  Youth  Fit  into  the  Local 
Church’s  Ministry,  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Rev.  Lynn  Merrill;  and  How  to 
Involve  More  Youth  in  UMYF  for  adult 
leaders,  with  the  Rev.  Theo  Standley,  as 
leader. 

The  Rally  concluded  with  a  Youth 
Worship  Service,  and  the  guest  speaker 
was  the  Rev.  Bert  Scott,  Director  of  the 
Intern  Program  at  Centenary  College. 


Dillard  Library  to  receive 
historical  documents 


( From  Dillard  University  News  and 
Publications  Office) 

The  Committee  on  Archives  and’ 
History  of  the  former  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  B  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  formally  present  historical 
materials  to  the  Dillard  University 
Library  April  7  at  2  P.M.  in  Lawless 
Memorial  Chapel.  The  materials  are  a 
gift  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Sr.  of  New 
Orleans,  a  distinguished  retired  member 
of  our  Conference. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  will  make 
the  presentation  on  behalf  of  the 
Louisiana  Area. 


Included  in  the  collection  are  journals 
of  the  Conference,  photographs  and  the 
minutes  of  the  Mississippi-Missouri 
Conference  that  was  organized  in  1865. 
Copies  of  the  “Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate"  also  will  be  deposited  in  the 
library.  A  letter  which  proved  to  be  the 
beginning  of  what  now  is  The  United 
Methodist  Women  is  also  included. 

Spokespersons  of  the  College  indicate 
that  the  public  is  invited  to  attend  the 
significant  dedication  ceremony. 
Members  of  the  Cabinet  of  our  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  attending  along  with 
Bishop  Crutchfield. 


United  Methodists  participate 
in  “ The  Christian  Spirit  of  ’76” 


Pictured  above  with  the  newly  adopted  symbol  of  the  " Christian  Spirit  of  ’76" 
Program  are  (from  left):  Dr.  David  E.  Mason,  Executive  Director,  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches;  Dr.  Alfred  Norris;  and  Episcopalian  Layman 


Bryan  Bell,  Chairman  of  the  program. 

Concerning  “The  Christian  Spirit  of 
’76."  New  Orleans  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  Alfred  L.  Norris  said,  “It 
provides  a  vehicle  through  which  the 
unchurched  persons  of  this  community 
can  be  challenged  to  unite  with  Christ 
through  His  church."  More  than  30 
United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  area  are  par¬ 
ticipating  in  this  mass  ecumenical 
program. 

This  effort  involves  some  400  churches 
in  greater  New  Orleans,  and  is  billed  as 
"  .  .  .  a  simultaneous  ecumenical 
congregation-centered  outreach/  pro¬ 
gram."  It  is  sponsored  by  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  and 


Slaughter  Church  delights 
community  with  historic  event 


Slaughter  Church  staged  an  old- 
fashioned  “Town  Meeting"  recently  to 
mark  the  Bicentennial,  and  the  response 
was  so  enthusiastic,  a  spokesman  states 
that  more  than  200  persons  “couldn’t  get 
into  the  sanctuary."  The  program 
represented  all  eras  of  this  country's 
history,  and  “17  American  leaders" 
expressed  what  God  has  meant  in  their 
lives  and  the  relationship  of  their  faith  to 
the  contributions  which  they  made  to  the 
country. 

The  persons  portrayed  had  all  figured 
prominently  in  the  building  of  Early 
America  and  each  left  an  imprint  on 
history.  Prominent  local  personalities 


authored,  directed  and  took  part  in  the 
event. 

Chief  Justice  Joe  W.  Sanders  of  the 
Louisiana  Supreme  Court  opened  the 
ceremony  with  comments  on  the  theme 
“One  Nation  Under  God."  Music  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  theme  helped  to  make 
the  event  even  more  meaningful. 

The  Rev.  Marshall  C.  Paine,  Pastor, 
portrayed  John  Wesley,  with  complete 
costume  to  add  to  the  authenticity. 

Mr.  Paine  indicates  that  the  presen¬ 
tation  was  so  highly  acclaimed  that  the 
church  has  received  invitations  from 
various  organizations  to  present  the 
Celebration  again. 


Mansfield  Methodist 
Church  history  planned 

“Post  dating  creation  of  DeSoto  Parish 
by  three  years,  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South  was  organized  in  Mans¬ 
field,  Louisiana  in  1846.  It  grew  with  the 
arrival  of  early  settlers  of  the  town  and 
parish,  survived  the  Civil  War,  financial 
crises,  seasonal  influxes  of  Mansfield 
Female  College  students,  storms,  more 
wars  and  much  blood,  sweat  and  tears  of 
its  people,"  writes  Wilber  Helen  Lewis  of 
Mansfield. 

Miss  Lewis  reports  that  the  study  of  the 
Mansfield  church  presents  such  a 
fascinating  history  that  plans  are  now 
formulated  to  publish  the  history  in  book 
form,  including  a  membership  register 
dating  from  1846  to  1976,  a  span  of  130 
years.  Other  vital  information  may  be 
included.  The  Church  History  Committee 
consists  of  Mrs.  J.  B.  Nabors.  Mrs.  J.  W. 


Kilbourne  disaster  offering 
Sunday  April  4 


A  disaster  offering  for  the  tornado 
victims  in  Kilbourne  is  announced  for 
April  4,  1976.  Bishop  Crutchfield  has 
given  approval  for  this  offering  to  be 
received  throughout  the  conference 
according  to  Dr.  Cline  Frazier,  Monroe 
District  Superintendent. 

$5000  will  be  given  immediately  from 
the  Conference  Disaster  Fund.  All  the 
money  received  on  April  4  will  go  to  the 
tornado  victims.  The  first  $5000  will  be 


used  to  repay  the  Conference  Disaster 
Fund. 

A  spokesman  from  the  stricken 
community  indicates  that  a  survey  has 
disclosed  8-10  families  who  are  in 
desperate  need.  Half  of  these  families 
are  members  of  the  Kilbourne  Church. 
An  estimated  $10,000-15,000  is  urgently 
need  to  help  in  this  emergency.  Your 
cooperation  in  giving  will  be  appreciated. 


Conference  Youth  Team 
reports  exciting  projects 


“The  results  and  some  dreams  of  the 
Conference  Youth  Team  for  1975-76  have 
been  very  encouraging  ...  ”  This 
comment  came  from  the  Rev.  Willis 
Dear,  of  First  Church,  Slidell,  who  works 
closely  with  the  youth  of  our  Conference. 

Some  of  the  “successful  results" 
pointed  up  were  the  Youth  Convocation 
held  in  Pineville  which  was  well  attended 
and  enthusiastically  carried  forward. 
The  Rev.  William  Peeples  was  cited  for 
heading  up  a  successful  Winter  Retreat 
(already  reported  in  this  newspaper  in  a 
previous  issue). 

Mr.  Dear  lists  some  of  the  already 
finalized  plans  for  this  year:  Youth 
Delegate  Training  during  Annual  Con¬ 
ference;  Conference  Senior  High  Back¬ 
pack  to  the  Rockies  in  New  Mexico; 
District  Team  Training  at  Centenary 


Shreveport  Metro-Ministries 
holds  Basketball  Tournament 


The  First  Annual  Shreveport 
Metropolitan  Ministry  Girl's  Basketball 
Tournament  was  held  at  the  Princess 
Park  Gymnasium  in  Shreveport,  and  the 
tournament  was  won  by  the  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  where  the  Rev.  Lee  Jennings 
serves  as  pastor.  Coach  of  the  winning 
team  is  Mrs.  Velma  Galloway. 

Vhe  program  was  initiated  by  Metro- 
Ministries  to  promote  basketball 
programs  for  girls  at  local  churches  and 


[Photo  by  Keith  G.  Thieneman] 
encompasses  some  26  denominational 
groups.  It  is  scheduled  to  culminate  April 
4-11,  when  all  of  the  involved  churches 
will  be  having  special  spiritual  emhases. 

Many  activities  have  been  a  part  of  this 
endeavor,  including  an  ecumenical 
banquet,  a  series  of  youth  rallies,  a 
Women’s  Committee  program,  and 
related  events,  one  of  which  was  a  lun¬ 
cheon  at  which  prominent  speakers  were 
featured. 

Along  with  District  Superintendent 
Norris,  the  late  Rev  Robert  H.  Jamieson 
had  worked  closely  with  the  Federation 
of  Churches  in  promoting  and  planning 
the  programs. 


“ The  Winners" —  Mt.  Zion  Girl's  Team.  Back  row,  Mrs.  Velma  Galloway,  coach; 
C.  Revels,  B.  Revels;  front  row  —  L.  King,  B.  Williams,  E.  Davenport,  S.  Green,  S. 
Fredieu,  L.  Fredieu. 


f  l is  hop's  Message 

It  is  a  most  undeserved  privilege  and  honor  to  be  offering  the  Jones- 
Cadwallader  Lectures  on  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  in  Rayne  Memorial 
Church.  The  six  lectures  will  bear  such  titles  as  “The  Universal  Christ  for  a 
Particular  Nation,"  “American  Soul  Food,"  “Tin  types.  Engravings,  and  Old 
Photos."  “Deep  River  —  It  Was  Crossed,"  “The  Christian  Hope  and  the 
American  Dream,"  and  "The  Church  the  Wilderness  Produced."  The  Bicen¬ 
tennial  theme  is  evident. 

I’m  especially  honored  to  deliver  these  lectures  since  they  bear  the  name  of 
Mrs.  Ruth  Cadwallader,  a  most  gracious  lady  whose  magnanimous  interests 
and  faithful  stewardship  have  blessed  us  all  in  so  many  ways.  Apart  from  being 
a  most  responsible  philanthropist,  Mrs.  Cadwallader  is  a  deeply  devoted 
Christian  in  her  own  personal  life,  and  certainly  a  personal  friend  of  Mrs. 
Crutchfield’s  and  mine.  It  will  be  a  joy  to  share  the  Rayne  lectures  with  Mrs. 
Cadwallader  and  those  of  you  who  may  be  attending. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Murrell,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Samuels,  Mrs.  B.  W. 
Goss  and  Miss  Lewis.  They  have  been 
gathering  information  and  photographs 
pertaining  to  the  history. 

Since  the  Mansfield  church  was  the 
first  Protestant  church  incorporated  in 
DeSoto  Parish,  according  to  Miss  Lewis, 
many  of  the  early  residents  of  the  area 
were  at  one  time  or  another  a  member  of 
the  church.  DeSoto  Parish  is  rich  in 
history  and  "...  this  book  should  be  of 
interest  also  to  many  who  may  not  belong 
to  the  (United)  Methodist  Church." 

The  History  Committee  is  requesting 
that  persons  who  think  they  might  be 
interested  in  purchasing  a  copy  of  the 
book  (price  not  yet  determined)  should 
write  to  the  Committee  at  Box  447, 
Mansfield,  La.  71052. 


David  Seamands  featured 
in  Algiers  Lenten  Services 


Dr  David  A.  Seamands,  of  Wilmore, 
Ky  ,  will  be  the  Holy  Week  speaker  at  the 
Algiers  Church  this  month,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Louis  Roos,  Pastor.  Doctor 
Seamands  is  well  known  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  and  is  widely  acclaimed  by 
United  Methodist  pastors  and  laymen. 

Seamands  will  preach  three  morning 
services  during  the  Holy  Week  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  church,  each  service  to 
be  held  at  10  A.M.  on  Monday,  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  in  the  sanctuary.  The 
morning  sermons  will  carry  the  theme: 
“The  Nitty-Gritty  of  Family  Relation¬ 
ships.”  His  Monday  evening  service.* 
April  12  will  be  at  7  P.M.  (as  will  the 
evening  services  on  the  next  two  days). 
Subject  of  the  Monday  evening  sermon  is 
“The  Healing  of  the  Emotions;”  and  on 
Tuesday  evening  his  title  is  “Guilt, 
Forgiveness,  and  the  Cross."  The 
Wednesday  evening  title  of  Doctor 
Seamands’  sermon  is  “Do  You  Really 
Want  To  Be  Spirit-Filled?" 

Mr.  Roos  indicates  that  the  Holy  Week 
observance  will  continue  with  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  and  the  presentation  of  a  Holy  Week 
Cantata  by  the  Chancel  Choir  on  Friday. 

David  Seamands  has  served  as  a 
missionary  in  India,  and  since  1962  has 
been  pastor  of  the  Wilmore  United 
Methodist  Church,  host  church  to  Asbury 


David  A.  Seamands 
Holy  Week  Speaker  at  Algiers 
College  and  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary'.  He  is  a  cum  laude  graduate  of 
Asbury  College  and  received  the  B.D. 
degree  (magna  cum  laude )  from  Drew 
Theological  Seminary.  He  completed  the 
Master's  degree  in  Sanskrit  and  Hindu 
philosophy  at  Hartford  Seminary  in  1946. 

In  commenting  about  the  speaker,  Dr. 
Alfred  L.  Norris,  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent  describes  him  as 
“  .  .  .  one  of  the  foremost  Gospel 
preachers  in  our  Church  today.  He  is 
internationally  known  and  respected  in 
the  field  of  evangelism  ..." 


Carringtons  celebrate 
fifty  golden  years 


College;  United  Nations  Seminar  to 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  New  York; 
Conference  Work  Camp  at  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center;  and  Summer 
District  Camping  for  all  age  levels. 

The  Youth  Service  Fund,  which  is  the 
Mission  Fund  for  the  youth  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  and  United  Methodism  has 
several  goals  within  our  conference  and 
outside,  and  those  decided  upon  for  1976- 
77  are:  Appalachian  Service  Project  in  13 
centers  across  the  United  States;  Dulac 
Community  Center,  Felicity  Spanish 
work  in  New  Orleans;  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  Work  Camp. 

Reverend  Dear  has  indicated  that  all 
District  youth  coordinators  are  urged  to 
select  their  delegates  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  as  soon  as  possible 


community  centers.  James  Graham  is 
coordinator  of  the  effort. 

During  the  recent  event  the  “Most 
Valuable  Player"  trophy  was  won  by 
Sally  Green  of  Mt.  Zion.  The  Round 
Grove  Church  and  the  Queensboro 
Express  were  awarded  the  First  Place 
co-championship  trophies  for  ending  the 
season  with  the  “best-won-and-lost 
record." 


Communion  services  in  Noel  Memorial  Church,  Shreveport,  on  March  6  marked 
the  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Carrington  of  Cold- 
water.  Mr.  Carrington  came  to  Louisiana  in  1933  and  served  a  number  of  churches  in 
the  Conference.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1967  he  was  associate  pastor  of  Noel 
Church.  He  also  served  as  chaplain  at  the  Veterans  Administration  Hospital  and  at 
the  Confederate  Memorial  Hospital.  Mrs.  Carrington  is  a  retired  teacher.  A  host  of 
friends  and  relatives  attended  the  happy  anniversary  event. 

Hall  Summit  youth  share  talents 

This  group  of 
youth  and  adults 
from  the  Hall  Sum-  ( 
mit  Church  are  - 
sharing  their  tal¬ 
ents  in  their  church 
and  community. 

The  picture  shows 
them  when  they 
performed  a  Christ¬ 
mas  cantata  at  the 
Springville  Nursing 
Center  in  Coushat- 
ta.  and  that  may 
seem  like  a  long 
time  ago,  but  they  , 
were  at  the  Center  I 

for  a  "return  en-  J  _ _ 

gagement"  in  February  to  sing  folk  songs  and  give  valentines  to  the  residents.  The 
group  performs  regularly  during  church  worship  services.  This  is  the  first  youth 
choir  in  the  history  of  Hall  Summit  Church  according  to  Gene  Finnell,  Pastor. 
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Reality  and  prospective  reality  for 
funding  general  church  programs 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  2,  1976 


Bishops  should  serve  for  an  8-year  term 


The  outcome  of  the  current  debate 
regarding  how  much  general  church 
money  can  be  raised  during  the  next  four 
years,  and  how  to  divide  it  up  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue)  will  eventually 
have  at  least  an  indirect  effect  on  every 
local  church  in  the  denomination. 

Underlying  the  debate  are  two  dif¬ 
ferent  conceptions  of  present-day 
financial  reality  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

On  the  one  hand  is  the  reality  that 
programs  funded  through  ap¬ 
portionments  —  particularly  the  World 
Service  apportionment  —  tend  to  receive 
a  higher  level  of  support  than  those 
funded  through  voluntary  donations. 

Given  this  reality,  those  who  seek 
support  for  new  program  priorities 
naturally  desire  that  their  programs  be 
funded  by  apportionment. 

On  the  other  hand  is  the  reality  that  our 
church’s  apportionment  system  probably 
cannot  absorb  the  total  amount  of  money 
being  requested  for  new  program 
priorities  without  seriously  undermining 
the  whole  system’s  effectiveness. 

Given  this  reality,  those  responsible  for 
maintaining  the  apportionment  system’s 
integrity  —  and  all  the  causes  it  now 
supports  —  are  reluctant  to  approve 
large  new  increases. 

If  both  realities  are  accepted  as  valid 
—  and  we  believe  they  are  —  the  General 
Conference  will  be  faced  with  an  unten¬ 
able  dilemma:  either  funding  new  pro¬ 
grams  inadequately  or  threatening  the 
health  of  all  national  programs  by  over¬ 
burdening  the  apportionment  system. 

Rather  than  making  a  choice  between 
undesirable  alternatives,  we  believe  a 
more  creative  approach  would  be  to 
determine  what  would  be  required  to 
change  either  or  both  of  these  realities. 

Some  system  of  apportionments  is  an 
absolute  necessity  if  we  are  to  remain  a 
connecbonal  church  engaged  in  ministry 
on  a  global  scale.  So  long  as  ap¬ 
portionments  do  not  rise  to  an 
unreasonable  level,  their  payment  by 
local  churches  is  likely  to  remain  high 
because  they  are  promoted  by  the  con- 
nectional  offices  of  the  church. 

But  should  apportionment-funded 
programs  inevitably  be  better  supported 
than  programs  which  rely  on  voluntary 
contributions?  We  believe  not. 

The  unprecedented  amount  of  money 
given  during  the  past  year  to  help 
alleviate  world  hunger  is  a  prime 
example  of  how  members  of  our  church 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue  two  congregations  are 
initiating  TM/UMR  local  church  editions 
whereby  their  news  will  be  published 
each  week  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations, 
both  of  which  are  in  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference,  are:  Lakewood  UMC  in  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida  with  650  sub¬ 
scribers;  and  First  UMC  in  Vero  Beach, 
Florida  with  700  subscribers. 

To  our  new  readers  in  St.  Petersburg 
and  Vero  Beach,  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  our 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

One  of  C/ocl  i  S> 

Vibrant  bursts  of  spring  .  .  . 

Red,  yellow,  white  and  purple  .  .  . 
Proclaim  anew  our  Lord’s  creative 
purpose, 

And  make  it  seem  no  wonder 
That  peoples  of  all  nations,  races  and 
cultures, 

In  every  age. 

Have  sensed  that  God, 

By  whatever  name  He  is  called, 

Creates  and  undergirds  the  earth, 

And  cares  about  human  destiny. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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can  respond  when  they  are  challenged 
with  an  urgent  need.  More  was  likely 
given  on  a  voluntary  basis  than  could 
have  been  raised  for  the  same  cause 
through  an  apportionment. 

We  believe  that  properly  conceived  and 
placed  before  the  church's  membership, 
many  of  our  present  and  future  programs 
could  receive  greater  support  through 
voluntary  appeals  than  through  ap¬ 
portionments. 

There  is  a  limit  to  what  can  be  raised 
through  apportionments  —  not  because 
there  isn’t  more  money  available  to  be 
given,  but  because  apportionments  are 
divided  among  many  causes  and 
inevitably  appear  to  the  individual  giver 
as  an  impersonal  “tax.”  Causes  which 
the  individual  church  member  or  group 
can  choose  to  support,  on  the  other  hand, 
offer  the  prospect  of  more  personal  and 
enthusiastic  giving. 

In  our  view,  we  can  and  should  raise 
much  more  money  to  support  Christ’s 
work  at  our  church’s  national  level  than 
the  total  amount  which  is  now  being 
requested.  Rather  than  concentrating  on 
getting  as  many  programs  as  possible 
under  the  apportionment-funded  um¬ 
brella,  however,  perhaps  we  should  be 
asking  which  of  our  programs  could  be 
supported  as  well  or  better  by  appeals  for 
voluntary  contributions.  And  our  efforts 
should  be  directed  toward  developing 
more  imaginative  ways  of  “selling” 
these  programs  to  the  church’s  mem¬ 
bership,  with  the  full  confidence  that  the 
presentation  of  urgent  needs  will  result  in 
equally  urgent  responses. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  CHARLES  BOLEYN 

I  do  not  believe  in  the  divine  right  of 
kings,  neither  do  I  believe  in  the  divine 
right  of  bishops.  I  do  believe  that  in  a 
connectional  church  you  must  have  some 
kind  of  superintending  office.  In  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  this  is  the 
office  of  bishop  and  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

The  authority  of 
the  office  of  bishop 
does  not  lie  in  the 
office  of  the  bishop, 
but  in  the  life  of  the 
church.  The  bishop 
has  no  superior 
power  which  does  not 
inhere  in  the  life  of 
the  church  itself. 

Charles  Boleyn  Episcopacy  is  an 
office  of  the  church,  and  the  church  has 
every  right  to  define  the  office  as  it 
chooses  to  do  so. 

The  oft-quoted  dictum  of  Cyprian, 
“Wherever  the  bishop  is,  there  is  the 
church,”  has  done  much  harm,  mainly 
because  it  is  not  true.  The  bishop  has  a 
certain  symbolic  significance,  but  so 
does  a  minister,  and  so  does  an  individual 
Christian.  In  place  of  the  word  of 
Cyprian,  we  are  closer  to  the  truth  when 
we  say,  “Wherever  Christ  is  present  to 
hearts  of  faith,  there  is  the  church.” 

A  bishop  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  an  ordained  elder  of  the  church 
just  like  all  other  ordained  elders  of  the 
church.  All  can  be  said  to  be  ordained  to  a 
ministry  which  includes  Word,  and 
sacrament  and  order.  A  bishop  is  an 
elder  who  has  been  given  a  special  office, 
the  main  duties  of  which  are  to  preside, 


to  ordain  and  to  appoint. 

Inasmuch  as  bishops  are  elected  on  a 
much  wider  basis  of  both  clergy  and  lay 
people,  I  prefer  that  our  connectionalism 
be  expressed  mainly  through  the  bishops 
rather  than  through  the  executives  of  the 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  church.  Thev 


are  accountable  to  the  church  on  a  much 
wider  basis. 

The  office  of  bishop  has  too  much 
power  vested  in  it.  We  really  should  not 
put  the  temptation  of  that  much  power  ih 
the  hands  of  those  who  hold  this  office.  It 
helps  some  if  we  increase  the  ac- 


What  to  do  with  ex-bishops 


By  JOSEPH  MITCHELL 

“But  what  can  you  do  with  a  used 
bishop?” 

This  is  one  of  the  questions  raised  by 
some  supporters  of  “life  episcopacy.” 
Sometimes  they  raise  it  in  such  a  way  as 
to  suggest  that  they  believe  there  is  no 
acceptable  answer  to  it,  so  that  "term 
episcopacy”  is  inconceivable. 

My  response  to  this 
question,  however,  is 
that  you  can  do  many 
things  with  former 
bishops  and  these 
things  can  lead  to  the  ,, 

enrichment  of  the 
entire  church’s  min¬ 
istry.  The  question 
itself  cuts  to  the  very 
heart  of  our  concept  Joseph  Mitchell 
of  ministry.  Those  who  use  the  question 
to  support  life  episcopacy  do  so  from  the 
perspective  of  an  image  of  the  ministry 
in  which  the  effective  minister  always 
moves  to  higher  levels  of  service,  and,  not 
incidentally,  to  higher  levels  of  financial 
reward.  Thus,  a  used  bishop  would  have 
to  be  appointed  to  a  position  higher  than 
the  episcopacy.  However,  there  are  no 
such  appointments  in  the  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Church,  so  there  would  tie  no 
appointments  suitable  for  former 
bishops. 

But  what  if  the  image  of  the  ministry 
itself  is  changed?  What  if  there  is  a  shift 
from  moving  to  higher  levels  of  service  to 
moving  to  different  areas  of  service? 
Then,  the  places  where  the  experiences, 
vision,  and  wisdom  of  former  bishops 
could  be  used  would  be  many:  that  local 
church  with  a  large  budget  but  a  narrow 
view  of  its  mission;  that  church 
publication  that  has  become  a  mere 
public  relations  tool;  that  district  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  but  with  no  hope;  that 
seminary  with  distinguished  scholars, 
but  no  ecclesiastical  leaders,  etc. 

United  Methodists  have  long  argued 
that  the  real  work  of  the  church  is  done  at 
the  local  level,  but  then  it  has  rewarded 
its  most  successful  ministers  by  taking 
them  from  this  place.  Term  episcopacy 
could  be  a  way  of  turning  this  whole 
movement  in  another  direction.  A  pool  of 
former  bishops  could  be  created  to  which 
the  entire  church  could  turn  for  filling  its 
most  demanding  appointments. 

The  church  can  do  little  with  “used-up” 
bishops,  but  only  God  knows  what  it  can 
do  with  “used”  bishops. 


countablility  systems  related  to  the  office 
of  bishop.  It  helps  if  we  continue  to  insist 
on  a  collegial  style  of  leadership  of  those 
who  hold  this  office.  It  would  help  even 
more  if  we  were  to  limit  the  term  of  a 
bishop  to  eight  years  with  no  reelection. 

It  is  time  for  the  church  to  face  up  to 
the  issue  of  term  episcopacy.  The  latest 
study  reveals  that  a  majority  of  our 
people,  both  clergy  and  laity,  are  in  favor 
of  it.  Term  episcopacy  would  increase 
the  number  of  persons  who  could  serve  in 
the  episcopacy.  It  would  encourage  the 
election  of  younger  men  with  varied 
talents.  As  men  who  have  served  as 
bishops  move  back  into  other  offices  of 
the  church,  the  life  of  the  whole  church 
would  be  enriched. 

As  one  minister  of  the  church,  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  that  the  coming  General 
Conference  will  face  the  issue  of  term 
episcopacy  and  give  it  serious  con¬ 
sideration  for  the  good  of  the  church. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
Charles  Boleyn,  pastor  of  the  Oak  Grove 
UMC  in  Decatur,  Georgia,  and  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the 
-  Virginia  Conference  who  serves  under 
special  appointment  to  the  Philosophy 
and  Religion  faculty  of  Troy  State 
University  In  Troy,  Alabama. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (maximum  length  three 
typewritten,  double-spaced  pages)  to: 
“Here  1  Stand."  TM-UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


Cartoon  reflected  a  typical  anti-business  stereotype 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  concerned  about  the  cartoon 
appearing  in  your  March  12  issue  which 
shows  a  small  boy’s  determination  to 
cheat,  following  his  father's  business 
principles.  Any  casual  reader  of  this 
message  will  find  his  suspicions  of 
businessmen  and  their  practices 
exacerbated. 

Those  of  us  with  long  experience  in  and 
around  business,  who  are  also  convinced 
Christians  are  continuously  frustrated  by 
the  bad  press  accorded  to  businessmen. 
It  is  easy  to  criticize  any  social  institution 
(even  the  church!)  because  it  isn’t 
perfect.  Mistakes  and  misbehavior  make 
news;  day-by-day  successful  efforts 
towards  production  and  distribution  of 
the  goods  and  services  we  all  need  and 
us>e  go  unobserved  —  taken  for  granted. 
Tn  my  fifty-odd  years  of  experience,  I 
have  met  at  least  five  conscientious 
executives  for  every  one  I  would  suspect 
of  misbehavior. 

At  the  very  least,  church  organizations 
should  use  the  same  restraint  they  expect 
from  the  unbelieving  sector  of  society 
who  are  only  too  ready  to  believe  (if  not 
publish)  the  worst  side  of  the  church. 

Methodism,  like  other  Protestant 
denominations,  owes  much  to  the 
devoted  service  of  men  and  women  who 
have  taken  front-line  responsibility  for 
the  production  and  exchange  activities  of 
our  social  system.  Its  publications  should 
not  wantonly  join  the  commercial  media 
which  pander  whatever  prejudices  and 
whims  of  the  moment  are  popular. 

In  the  issue  to  which  I  have  referred, 
you  tell  the  story  of  a  businesswoman 
whose  faith  has  extended  beyond  her 
lifetime  (Mrs.  Hetlage).  Let’s  have  more 
of  these  stories  and  leave  the  anti¬ 
business  prejudice  to  the  populist 
politicians  and  the  secular  mass  media. 

Henry  Herz 
Bethesda,  Maryland 

A  hearty  Amen! 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  just  read  the  Rev.  Milton 
Propp's  reply  to  the  recent  TM/  UMR 
articles  on  “clerical  collar  crimes” 
(“Here  I  Stand,"  March  19),  I  simply 
have  to  add  a  hearty  amen! 

The  articles  to  which  he  refers  seemed 
nothing  less  than  a  scandalous  attack  on 
all  United  Methodist  clergymen.  His 
response  was  timely  and  very  well 
stated. 

I,  therefore,  wish  to  thank  him  for 
speaking  out  and  saying  what  I  wanted  to 
be  said,  but  could  not  have  said  any 
^)etter  Gerald  R.  Ackerman 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

A  very  informative  article 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
applaud  and  give  100%  suppprt  to  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  written  by  Milton 


Propp  and  published  in  your  March  19 
issue.  It  is  time  someone  speaks  for  the 
ministry  and  the  minister  as  a 
professional.  The  only  back-seat  we  must 
take  in  comparison  with  other 
professionals  is  the  monetary 
remuneration. 

Thanks  for  printing  this  very  in¬ 
formative  and  well-written  article.  I  only 
wish  all  our  denominational  leaders 

would  read  it.  „  ,  ,  .... 

Ralph  M.  Hitesman 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Pastor  must  be  servant 

To  the  Editor: 

I  noticed  the  Rev.  Milton  Propp’s  ar¬ 
ticle,  “The  real  ‘crime’  is  thrust  upon  the 
clergy”  in  your  March  19th  issue.  The 
article  puts  it  rather  strongly,  but  I  en¬ 
joyed  reading  it,  feeling ,at  times  “how 
true"  and  some  moments  wanting  to  cry, 
“help.”  Yet  1  hold  no  degree  or 
professional  standing  including  my  own 
in  any  high  esteem  except  perhaps  in  its 
help  for  me  to  be  better  equipped  as 
Christ’s  servant. 

We  are  called  a  bit  differently  in  spirit 
and  in  purpose  than  are  persons  of  other 
professions.  With  Paul  we  must  say,  I 
count  my  gain  but  loss  —  that  all  may 
gain  Christ.  To  be  His  ambassador  is  the 
finest  consuming  purpose  of  the 
Christian  minister.  I’m  glad  to  be  one! 

Boyd  V.  Baker 
Houston,  Texas 

U.S.'s  are  important  too 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  excellent  article  by 
Milton  Propp.  It  clearly  says  what  needs 
to  be  said  about  the  accountability  and 
the  sacrifice  of  our  pastors. 

One  small  cavil:  I  do  not  think  he  is 
aware  of  the  importance  and  the  great 
value  of  the  district  superintendents.  So 
highly  do  I  think  of  the  district 
superintendents’  function  that  I  would 
cut  the  budget  at  any  other  point  before 
cutting  it  there. 

Milton  Propp  says  it  loud  and  clear: 
the  ministry  is  about  the  only  service 
vocation  remaining  in  our  society.  No  one 
enters  the  Christian  ministry  for  the 
financial  reward.  When  men  and  women 
serve  so  unselfishly  as  pastors  do,  they 
deserve  more  thanks  than  criticism. 
John  B.  Warman 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Speak  less  on  ‘ political ,  * 

more  on  'moral'  issues 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  March  19  editorial, 
“We  need  to  hear  more  —  not  less  —  from 
our  bishops  on  moral  issues,”  the  word  is 
moral  issues.  If  the  bishops,  boards, 
divisions  and  committees  would  speak 
less  on  political  issues,  I  am  certain 
they  would  find  more  than  sufficient  time 
both  to  speak  and  act  on  moral  issues. 


I  NEGLECT  MV 
PRAYER  LIFE, 
BUT  I'M  90 
BU9V 


THERE'S  HOME  EC 
AND  LATIN  AND 
BOOK  REPORTS 
AND  PATlNCr... 


HOW  TERRIBLE  IF 
000  SHOULD  EVER 
GET  TOO  BUS y 
TO  LISTEN/ 


Mv  Wit n  ess 


4 A  Methodist  Affirmation 


By  ERNEST  WAGNER 
Bradford.  Pennsylvania 
The  following  is  what  I  call  “A 
Methodist  Affirmation.”  It  is  somewhat 
in  protest  against  any  long  tedious 
presentation  of  the  fundamentals  of  our 
Christian  religion  To  consider  every 
phrase  of  our  Articles  of  Religion  and 
every  statement  of  the  Apostle  Paul  as  an 
essential  part  of  our  belief  leads  to  more 
and  more  fragmentation  of  the  church 
(over  250  denominations).  This  course 
also  opens  us  to  the  censure  which  Christ 
gave  the  Pharisees.  I’d  rather  not  be 
considered  a  modern  Pharisee. 

First,  there  is  God.  God  is  the  most 
absolute  entity  of  which  we  can  conceive. 
God  is  person,  spirit,  active  force,  at 
the  spiritual  center  of  the  universe,  yet 
He  encompasses  the  whole  universe.  As 
we  cannot  imagine  the  limits  of  the 
universe,  so  we  find  difficulty  com¬ 


prehending  any  limits  to  God’s  power 
and  reach.  God  has  been  presented  to  us 
as  Father;  therefore,  we  may  draw 
nearer  to  Him  even  as  an  element  of  His 
spirit  dwells  within  us. 

Second,  there  Is  Christ.  Christ  is  Son, 
Brother,  Savior,  Redeemer,  who  has 
lived  always  and  still  lives  with  us.  He  is 
presented  to  us  in  The  Book  as  teacher  of 
the  way  of  love  and  as  wonder-worker 
through  the  power  of  God,  and  so  He  was 
and  is.  For  myself,  I  must  put  first  His 
incomparable  life  and  then  His  in¬ 
comparable  teachings;  others  may  give 
what  position  they  will  to  His  death. 

Third,  there  is  The  Book.  The  Bible  is  a 
divine  book  and  a  human  book.  Because 
of  its  many  human  elements,  let  us  not 
look  at  it  in  terms  of  absolutes.  Let  us  be 
very  careful  to  teach  our  young  people 
how  to  sift  the  grain  from  the  chaff. 


I  see  no  morality  in  amnesty  for  con¬ 
victs  —  no  morality  on  reducing  defense 
spending  —  no  morality  in  public  funds 
for  private  education  —  no  morality  in 
giving  the  Panama  Canal  away  —  no 
morality  in  recognizing  the  communistic 
regime  in  Viet  Nam  —  no  morality  in  gun 
control  as  presented  by  the  Coalition  to 
Ban  Handguns  —  no  morality  in  about 
90%  of  the  various  stands  taken  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (including 
ERA  support). 

In  an  accompanying  “Here  I  Stand" 
article,  Milton  Propp  said,  “Those  who 
stood  nearest  the  money  appropriated  it 
for  themselves  and  let  others  do  without 
.  .  .  Those  who  stand  nearest  the  great 
national  funds  (of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  at  large)  seem  able  to  serve 
themselves,  while  the  pastor  stands  at 
the  farthest  corner  of  the  room.”  May  I 
add  my  own  observations:  .  .  .  While  the 
congregations,  who  are  paying  for  party, 
are  not  even  invited  to  attend. 

A.  F.  Barnhouse 
Eldon,  Missouri 

You  said  it  for  me 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  March  19  editorial,  “We  need  to 
hear  more  —  not  less  —  from  our  bishops 
on  moral  issues,”  you  said  it  for  me  — 
especially  the  part  which  read :  “We  keep 
hearing  it  said  that  our  society  is 
desperately  in  need  of  strong  moral 
leadership.  We  agree.” 

All  Christians  —  not  bishops  and 
church  leaders  only  —  should  listen, 
pray,  consider  and  speak  out  with 
courage  and  humility. 

Jesus  never  separated  evangelism, 
faith  and  the  social  issues. 

Carl  M.  White 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Another  thought  on  titles 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  current  discussion 
going  on  in  TM/  UMR  about  calling 
ministers  “doctor"  —  whether  earned  or 
otherwise  —  I  have  a  thought  to  share. 

It  seems  to  me  the  feeling  that  a 
minister  needs  to  be  called  “doctor”  in 
order  to  be  effective  in  his  calling  in¬ 
dicates  the  secularization  of  the  church. 
Great  value  is  places  on  erudition  or 
learning,  as  symbolized  by  the  title 
“doctor." 

The  title  of  “Reverend"  implies 
something  quite  different  —  namely 
spiritual  attainment.  But  in  our  society 
such  attainment  is  no  longer  honored  and 
so  ministers,  seeking  the  acceptance  of 
the  world  and  its  values,  find  themselves 
under  pressure  to  get  the  title  of  “doctor” 
before  their  names  by  one  means  or 
another.  BeUy  Smith 

Long  Beach,  California 

Article  appreciated 

To  the  Editor 

My  husband  Robert  C.  Hoag  is 
President  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of 
Indians,  and  I  am  the  daughter  of  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  so  needless  to 
say,  we  read  your  article  on  Mr.  Tom 
Fassett  (TM/  UMR.  March  19)  with 
double  pleasure.  I  would  certainly  hope 


other 'Native  Americans  will  follow  in  his 
footsteps.  Mrs.  Robert  Hoag 

Salamanga,  New  York 

Reader's  description  of 
public  schools  resented 

To  the  Editor: 

Surely  many  Americans  will  resent  (or 
laugh  at)  Robert  Simmons’  description  of 
American  public  schools  as  “paganistic, 
hedonistic,  mindless  institutions  of  anti- 
learning"  (TM/  UMR,  March  19).  But 
worse  than  this  gross  misrepresentation 
is  his  declaring  that  simply  because  the 
public  refused  to  support  private 
parochial  schools,  the  public  therefore  is 
guilty  of  “beating  parochial  schools  to 
death.”  Does  Mr.  Simmons  realize  that 
those  parochial  schools  desired  by  their 
parishioners  are  alive  and  doing  quite 
well? 

Worst  of  all  is  his  proposal  to  hold  back 
taxes  from  public  education  for  the 
benefit  of  his  private  school.  I  wonder  if 
he  has  studied  the  Canadian  educational 


system  he  seems  to  admire  or  is  aware  erf 
the  growing  movement  there  to  have  the 
church  separated  from  the  state 
American  style? 

Suppose  those  of  us  who  did  not  like  the 
public  police  force  or  the  public  fire 
department  or  the  public  library  (where 
we  cannot  hold  prayer  meetings),  or  the 
public  swimming  pools,  withheld  our 
taxes  to  pay  for  our  own?  I  think  Mr. 
Simmons  needs  to  study  the  American 
form  of  democracy  and  the  meaning  of 
church-state  separation  a  little  more. 

Larry  Richardson 
Chicago,  Illinois 

TM/UMR  should  provide 
more  spiritual  food 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  paper  of  March  19  is  very  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative.  However,  it 
does  not  contain  any  Spiritual  food. 

Scripture  tells  us  that  we  can  come 
boldly  before  His  Throne  of  Grace  with 
these  problems  and/  or  endeavors  ...  I 
thought  it  interesting  to  note  that  the 
name  “Jesus  Christ”  and  the  name 
“God"  were  mentioned  a  total  of  five 
time  and  all  were  found  in  the  “Letters  to 
the  Editor”  section. 

Is  Jesus  Christ  the  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church?  If  so,  it  would  not  only 
be  refreshing  to  me,  but  I  am  sure 
Glorifying  to  Him,  to  hear  about  Him  and 
His  work  once  in  a  while. 

One  such  instance  that  I  found  since 
starting  to  receive  your  paper  was  in  the 
issue  dated  March  5, 1976.  The  title  of  the 
article  was  “What  would  Amos  say 
today?” 

If  Jesus  is  still  the  Head,  let’s  give  Him 
a  little  more  coverage  and  credit! 

Alan  Jones 
Park  City,  Utah 
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BRING  PORTLAND  TO  YOUR 
CONGREGATION 


Everyone  can’t  be  a  delegate  to  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE,  meeting  in  Portland  April 
27- May  6  but  your  congregation  can  SEE, 
HEAR,  and  UNDERSTAND  the  actions  of  the 
1976  Conference  through  NEWSCOPE 
REPORTS — five  audio  cassette  tapes  and  a 
20-piccc  slide  set  especially  produced  for  pro¬ 
gram  use. 

FLOYD  KALBER  of  NBC  News  will  preview 
the  major  issues  and  actions  facing  Conference 
on  cassette  #1  and  will  summarize  Conference 
and  narrate  the  slide  set  on  cassette  #5. 

The  20-piece  slide  set  will  vividly  present 
Conference  in  action.  Cassettes  #2,  3.  and  4 
will  feature  debates,  speeches,  and  interviews 
made  on  the  spot  in  Portland! 

Cassette  #  I  will  be  sent  to  you  two  weeks  before 
the  Conference.  Cassettes  #2.  3,  and  4  will  be 
issued  from  the  site,  and  cassette  #5  and  the 
slide  set  will  be  issued  at  the  conclusion  of  (he 
Conference. 

NEWSCOPE  REPORTS.  The  Sights  and 
Sounds  of  the  1976  General  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  co-produced  by 
United  Methodist  Communications  and  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and  is 
approved  by  the  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference. 


Don't  delay!  General  Conference  begins  April 
27th,  so  place  your  order  for  NEWSCOPE 
REPORTS  now!  tru  * 

Send  me  NEWSCOPE  REPORTS: 

_ Series  of  5  audio  cassette  lapes  and  20-piece  slide  set  (a 

$36  50 

_ Series  of  5  audio  cassette  tapes  only  (a  $28.95 

_ _  Audio  Cassette  tape  #5  and  20-piccc  slide  set  (a  $1  3.50 

_ 20-piece  slide  set  only  (a  $7.95 

_ Individual  audio  cassette  tapes  (n  $5.95  each 

Circle  lapes  desired  #1  #2  #3  #4  #5 

□  Payment  enclosed  □  Charge  to  Cokesbury  Account 
Account  number _ 

Address  - - - 

City  - Stale - Zip - 

Charge  - - -  ■■  -  — 

Address  _ _ — -  - ... - 

City  _ 

Postage  e 


ra  Add  sales  las  if  applicable 

Cokesbury 


jwCtStt). 


1 


APRIL  2.  1976 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


Television’s  “Mister  Rogers"  poses  with  King  Friday  and  Queen  Sarah,  two 
puppets  from  the  “Land  of  Make  Believe"  portion  of  his  children's  program  “Mister 
Rogers’  Neighborhood." 

Mr.  Rogers  gives  students 
look  at  his  i neighborhood ’ 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  What  could  Mister 
Rogers  possibly  have  to  say  to  a 
gathering  of  prospective  ministers  at 
a  United  Methodist  seminary? 

Precisely  what  he  tells  Henrietta 
Pussycat,  Daniel  Striped  Tiger  and 
pre-school  age  children  in  seven 
million  American  homes  each  week: 

“I  think  you're  special,  and  I  like  you 
just  the  way  you  are." 

“Mister  Rogers"  is  Fred  Rogers, 
the  creator  and  main  character  of 
“Mister  Rogers'  Neighborhood"  — 
tiie  longest  running  and  one  of  the 
most  highly  acclaimed  children’s 
programs  on  public  television.  He  is 
an  ordained  minister  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  holds  a  degree 
in  music  composition,  and  is  the 
recipient  of  a  long  list  of  honorary 
doctorates  and  professional  awards. 

But  to  children  across  the  country 
he  is  simply  Mister  Rogers,  a  soft- 
spoken  adult  who  wants  them  to  be  his  - 
neighbor  because  he  likes  them.  When 
he  spoke  on  the  topic  of  “ministry  to 
children"  before  a  convocation  of 
seminary  students  at  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  here  March  19,  it 
soon  became  obvious  that  his  simple 
philosophy  is  not  a  television  gim¬ 
mick,  but  a  theology  he  lives. 

Singing  songs  from  his  program  and 
speaking  with  sharp  simplicity,  he 
gave  students  his  guidelines  for 
dealing  with  children  and  life  in 
general.  He  described  his  television 
program  as  “Christian  ministry  to 
children  and  families." 

“It  is  important  that  we  learn  to 
accept  all  of  ourselves  and  all  of  other 
persons,”  Mr.  Rogers  said.  "The 
greatest  message  of  Christianity  is 
that  you  are  accepted  But  too  many 
times  the  church  has  left  people  with 
the  impression  that  they  can  only 
show  their  goodness.  This  has  made 
church  members  have  to  pretend  to  be 
something  they  aren't.  A  person  can 
never  be  a  full  member  of  a  church  if 
only  his  goodness  is  accepted." 

Mr.  Rogers  said  that  this  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  whole  person  is 
particularly  important  in  dealing  with 
children,  who  often  get  the  idea  from 
adults  that  some  feelings  are  “bad" 
and  should  be  hidden  and  denied  as 
something  unnatural.  While  he  does 
not  imply  that  all  behavior  is  ac¬ 
ceptable  behavior,  he  suggests  that 
the  feelings  which  prompt  behavior 
are  not  bad  in  themselves,  but  are 
simply  a  part  of  being  human. 

“In  the  Christian  home  today  it  may 
be  easier  to  find  ways  to  say  ‘I  love 


you’  than  to  find  ways  to  say  ‘I  am 
angry,’  "  Mr.  Rogers  told  the 
students.  "The  important  thing  is  to 
accept  anger  as  a  legitimate  feeling 
and  learn  to  deal  with  it  —  to  find 
ways  to  let  the  ’mad’  out." 

He  said  that  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  elements  in  dealing  with 
children  is  learning  to  listen  to  them. 
“We  need  to  listen  when  they  share 
their  feelings  with  us  and  in  return  we 
need  to  share  our  feelings  with  them. 
We  need  to  be  honest  with  them,"  he 
said.  "Listening  is  a  prerequisite  to 
loving." 

Mr.  Rogers  warned,  however, 
against  the  “overpowering"  of  a 
child's  world  with  that  of  the  adult  by 
constantly  "correcting"  the  way  a 
child  sees  things  in  order  to  make  his 
perceptions  conform  with  adult 
"facts." 

“Children  need  time  to  explore 
through  play  their  own  perceptions  of 
the  world,"  he  said.  “If  a  child  makes 
sense  out  of  reproduction  by  believing 
a  father  drops  a  seed  in  a  mother’s 
mouth  and  a  baby  grows  in  her 
stomach,  he  should  be  allowed  to  have 
such  a  view.  Parents  are  often  too 
quick  to  step  into  a  child’s  world, 
uninvited,  to  set  the  record  straight." 

Concerning  ministers  wanting  to 
work  effectively  with  children,  Mr. 
Rogers  gave  this  advice:  “First  be 
true  to  yourself  and  accept  yourself. 
Then  be  honest  with  the  people  around 
you." 

Although  he  has  never  served  as  a 
local  parish  pastor,  Mr.  Rogers  knows 
something  about  the  way  pastors 
often  have  “things  projected  on 
them”  by  parishioners,  who  demand 
that  they  be  “unreal.”  He  said  some 
people  want  authority  figures  to  be  all 
“goodness"  —  without  human 
failings.  His  television  exposure,  he 
says,  places  some  of  those  same 
pressures  on  him. 

“Some  people  expect  me  not  to  have 
blood  in  my  veins  like  everyone  else," 
he  told  reporters  before  the  lecture.  “I 
get  angry  just  like  everyone  else. 
Through  the  years  I  may  have  learned 
to  deal  with  anger  better  than  some 
people,  but  I  still  get  angry." 

Mr.  Rogers  recently  taped  what  he 
feels  will  be  the  last  of  his  “Mister 
Rogers'  Neighborhood”  programs, 
although  the  more  than  400  programs 
already  taped  will  continue  to  be 
shown.  He  is  now  working  on  a 
program  designed  for  the  elderly. 

Regardless  of  what  he  does,  he  says 
he  has  a  central  hope  for  humanity :  “I 
hope  someday  we’ll  all  be  able  to  say 
‘God  loves  us  exactly  as  we  are.’  ’’ 


Black  church  leaders  urge  end  of  waiting,  call 
members  to  roll  up  their  sleeves  for  revival 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  -  If  preaching, 
praying  and  singing  could  alone 
revitalize  the  church.  Black  United 
Methodists  meeting  here  last  week  could 
almost  have  accomplished  the  job. 

But  leaders  at  the  largest  attended 
convocation  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  (BMCR)  in  the  recent 
history  of  the  nine-year-old  caucus  here 
March  24-27  called  for  more  than  spirited 
worship.  They  also  urged  the  480 
registered  Black  churchpersons  to  roll  up 
their  sleeves  and: 

•  quit  waiting  for  the  rest  of  the 
church  to  come  to  their  aid  and  instead 
“bring  revival  to  them;” 

•  develop  a  renewed  emphasis  on 
evangelizing  —  to  believe  truly  in  Christ 
and  to  spread  that  good  news; 

•  work  in  ministry  for  the  recruit¬ 
ment  of  ministers,  the  training  of 
laypersons  and  the  development  of 
parish  workers; 

•  involve  themselves  in  the  structures 
of  the  church  —  to  work  for  legislation 
at  General  Conference  and  to  utilize  the 
resources  of  the  general  church  agencies 
and  Black  staff  persons. 

Sounding  the  theme  “The  Spirit  of 
Revival,”  national  chairperson  Clayton 
E.  Hammond  opened  the  four  day  con¬ 
vocation  by  saying  that  although  the 
church  may  supply  the  resources 
through  the  missional  priority  on  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church,  “the  Blacks 
must  provide  the  spirit."  The  pastor  of 
Whatcoat  UMC,  Dover,  Del.,  said,  “If  we 
don’t  get  it  together  under  God  this  time, 
we  may  not  have  another  time.  The  crisis 
in  the  Black  church  is  a  spiritual 
priority." 


National  executive  director  Thelma 
Barnes  echoed  that  theme  in  her  report. 
“Some  folks  think  w«  need  a  whole  lot  of 
money.  We  just  need  a  whole  lot  of  love," 
Mrs.  Barnes  said.  ‘The  church  could 
give  us  $10  million  and  our  membership 
might  be  the  same  in  1980  as  it  is  now.  We 
are  always  waiting  for  someone  to  do  it 
for  us. 

“We  must  understand,"  she  said,  “that 
if  nothing  comes  from  the  general  church 
as  a  result  of  the  proposal,  our  mandate 
which  is  from  God  is  still  before  us.  We 
must  revive  the  churc  hes  for  they  are  the 
foundations  upon  which  lives  are  built  in 
the  Black  community." 

Join  in  minority  coalition 

In  a  report  from  the  50-member  board, 
delegates  heard  that  BMCR  plans  to  join 
other  ethnic  minorities  (Asian- 
American,  Hispanic  and  Native 
American)  in  a  coalition  at  General 
Conference  to  urge  the  church  to  im¬ 
plement  fully  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church  priority  and  to  work  for  its  full 
funding  from  World  Service.  The  board 
also  reported  that  numerous  petitions 
from  BMCR  dealing  with  a  wide  variety 
of  issues  such  as  penai  reform,  the 
courts,  human  betterment,  equal  justice, 
and  the  church  and  the  local  jail  are 
being  forwarded  to  General  Conference. 

In  a  debate  over  constitutional  changes 
that  consumed  several  hours  in  plenary 
sessions,  delegates  rescinded  a  vote  of 
the  1975  convocation  which  called  for  a 
layperson  to  alternate  with  a 
clergyperson  as  national  chairperson 
and  elected  the  Rev.  Maceo  Pembroke, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  as  national  chairperson. 
Ms.  Beatrice  Jones,  Sumter,  S.C.,  was 
elected  secretary  and  Ms.  Brenda 


Norwood,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  the  Rev. 
James  Gadsden,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  were 
re-elected  vice  -  chairperson  and 
treasurer,  respectively. 

Identify  with  African  liberation 

A  staff  member  of  the  church’s  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  charged  that  both 
the  church  and  the  U.  S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  have  trouble  dealing  with  southern 
African  nations  because  of  white  racism 
here  in  the  U.S.  Dr.  Isaac  Bivens  said 
that  Blacks  in  America  identify  with 
Blacks  struggling  for  liberation  in 
Angola,  Mozambique,  South  Africa  and 
Rhodesia.  He  urged  the  convocation  to 
support  U.M.  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa,  a 
liberation  leader  in  Rhodesia. 

The  delegates  discussed  in  work 
groups  how  the  local  church  might  im¬ 
plement  the  theme  of  revival  following 
addresses  on  worship  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Smith,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  on 
evangelism  by  Dr.  George  Outen, 
Washington,  DC.;  and  on  ministry  by 
Dr.  Willard  A.  Williams,  Buffalo,  N.Y 

In  sermons  that  addressed  the  need  for 
Blacks  to  have  “revival."  Bishop  Roy  C 
Nichols.  Pittsburgh,  adminoshed  them  to 
move  now  to  break  down  the  barriers 
which  hold  people  back.  “Like  the  man 
who  had  lain  beside  the  pool  at  Bethesda 


for  38  years  ( Jn  5:2-15),"  the  bishop  said 
in  a  communion  service,  "we  must  want 
to  be  made  whole  and  reach  out  to  take 
the  power  of  Jesus  that  He  bestowes  on 
people  who  respond  to  Him." 

Dr.  Joseph  Lowery,  Atlanta,  used 
the  scripture  of  Ezekiel  and  the  valley  of 
dry  bones  to  ask  if  these  bones  —  the 
church  —  can  live.  “If  they  live  by  God’s 
way."  he  answered.  “The  Black  church 
must  not  fragment  the  gospel  into 
prophetic  and  evangelical,  social  action 
and  personal  salvation  That’s  the  white 
man's  hang-up.  The  Black  church  has 
never  had  that  problem." 

The  Rev  William  Bishop,  Washington, 
D  C.,  said.  “We  bank  more  on  prestige 
than  prayer,  comfort  than  consecration, 
ritual  than  reality  and  we  have  displaced 
the  Holy  Spirit."  He  called  on  the  church 
to  discipline  once  again  its  members. 

Dr.  Woodie  White,  head  of  the  church’s 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  ended 
the  convocation  saying,  "When  Peter 
said  he  loved  the  Lord,  the  Lord  didn't 
say,  ‘Revise  the  constitution,  join  the 
United  Methodist  Men,  write  a 
resolution,  go  to  General  Conference’.  He 
said.  ‘Feed  my  sheep.’  There  will  be  no 
revival  unless  and  until  we  feed  the 
sheep  It  is  a  great  task  but  we  don’t  have 
to  do  it  alone." 


Petitions  mail  heavy 
with  social  issue  stands 


Discipleship  board  closes 
1975  books  in  black  ink 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  In  a  come-from-behind 
last  half,  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
(BOD)  has  reversed  its  1974  deficit  and 
emerged  with  a  surplus  in  1975. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  national  program 
board  for  discipleship  heard  the  yet  to  be 
audited  report  here  March  23-24  that  they 
were  $71,626  “income  over  expenses"  on 
Dec.  31,  1975  compared  to  1.1  million 
“expenses  over  income"  for  the 
preceding  year. 

Comptroller  Ike  Brown  attributed  the 
financial  turnaround  to:  il)  a  price  in¬ 
crease  lor  the  individual  copies  of  “The 
Upper  Room,"  the  daily  devotional 
guide;  (2)  unanticipated  increases  in 
sales  of  books  and  materials  handled  by 
the  Upper  Room  division;  and  (3)  "a 
super  job  of  staying  on  top  of  expenses" 
by  staff  executives  at  all  levels  of  the 
board. 

“We  still  have  some  problems  — 
namely  with  Discipleship  Resources," 
said  Dr.  Melvin  C.  Talbert,  general 
secretary  of  the  board.  The  financial 
report  showed  that  section  expended 
$349,275  over  income  for  1975  and  $308,557 
the  year  before.  The  section  handles 
editing,  publishing,  marketing  and 
distribution  of  materials  related  to 
discipleship. 

General  measures  designed  to  keep  all 
units  and  especially  Discipleship 


Resources  within  the  1976  budget  were 
approved  by  the  executive  committee. 
Dr.  Talbert  was  optimistic  that  by  ‘the 
end  of  the  year,’  the  board  might  even 
show  approximately  $300,000  in  "income 
over  expenses.” 

Additionally,  the  committee  approved 
payment  of  $221,479  from  reserve  funds 
of  the  Upper  Room  and  the  BOD  to  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  to  settle  a  cash  flow 
shortage  in  1975. 

In  other  matters,  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  approved  the  final  draft  of  the 
Comprehensive  Plan  of  Evangelism  for 
presentation  to  General  Conference.  The 
plan  calls  for  three  special  periods: 
“Covenant  Sunday,  the  first  Sunday  after 
Epiphany  for  congregations  “to  make 
and  renew  covenants  with  God  and  each 
other";  "Evangelism  Week,"  beginning 
with  Ash  Wednesday,  and  the  following 
Sunday,  “Evangelism  Sunday."  both 
times  for  congregations  to  emphasize  the 
great  importance  of  evangelism. 

Dr.  Talbert  also  presented  a  plan  to 
restructure  the  present  Administrative 
Council  of  the  BOD,  providing  a  shift  of 
responsibilities  without  replacing  the 
position  of  associate  general  secretary 
related  to  Discipleship  Resources, 
recently  vacated  by  Dr.  George  Outen 
who  has  been  elected  to  head  UMC’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

EUREKA.  Calif.  —  An  estimated  10,000 
petitions  —  the  bulk  of  them  dealing  with 
United  Methodist  stands  on  social  issues 
—  will  greet  General  Conference 
delegates  when  they  convene  in  Portland 
later  this  month. 

A  proposed  human  sexuality  study  and 
the  ordination  of  homosexuals, 
specifically,  and  the  denomination’s 
Social  Principles  in  general,  were 
drawing  the  heaviest  mail  as  the 
petitions  deadline  passed  last  Friday 
petitions  secretary  Rev.  Newell  Knudson 
said  here. 

About  half  of  all  petitions  will  land  in 
the  lap  of  the  Conference’s  Church  and 
Society  legislative  committee,  where  the 
sexuality  study  and  other  social  issues 
will  be  examined. 

Second  largest  number  are  earmarked 
for  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  Mr 
Knudson  said,  where  a  broad  range  of 
proposals  on  ordination,  ministry  and 
episcopacy  will  be  dealt  with. 

As  many  as  800  petitions  have  been 
filed  on  each  of  several  highly  con¬ 
troversial  issues  confronting  the  1976 
General  Conference,  he  said 

Volume  of  petitions  did  not  approach 
that  of  1972,  however,  when  an  average  of 
1,000  petitions  on  each  of  14  proposals 
from  the  “Good  News”  movement  of  the 
church  helped  swell  the  total  to  nearly 
20,000. 

Mr.  Knudson  said  that,  while  an  ac¬ 
curate  count  was  not  yet  available,  a 
“fair  number”  of  current  petitions  deal 
with  selective  giving  to  World  Service 
projects,  legislation  for  lay  pastors,  and 
a  variety  of  social  issues  ranging  from 
the  church’s  stand  on  banning  of  hand¬ 
guns  to  support  for  the  prevention  of 
cruelty  to  animals. 


Only  a  handful  address  themselves  to 
proposed  quadrennial  emphases  such  as 
hunger,  evangelism  and  the  ethnic  issue, 
he  said 

Mr.  Knudson  added  that  the  prepon¬ 
derance  of  petitions  on  social  concerns 
and  on  the  ministry  is  not  unusual.  They 
always  seem  to  draw  the  greatest  in¬ 
terest,  he  said. 

The  petitions  will  be  distributed  by 
subject  matter  among  the  General 
Conference’s  ten  legislative  committees 
for  study  and  referral  to  the  total  body, 
either  as  ‘concurrence’’  or  "non- 
eoncurreroe"  items. 

i * 


General  Conference  to  decide 


Money  issue  perennial  ‘ tug-of-war 9 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  meets  in  Portland,  Oregon,  April 
27-May  8.  The  following  is  the  fourteenth 
in  a  series  of  articles  in  which  TM/  UMR 
summarizes  a  major  issue  to  face  the 
delegates. 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
Money.  That  perennial  "bottom  line," 
which  as  often  as  not  forces  the  church  to 
separate  what  it  can  do  from  what  it 
wants  to  do,  will  be  an  ever-present  issue 
as  General  Conference  convenes  later 
this  month. 

The  predicted  money  struggle  in  many 
ways  will  be  just  another  verse  to  a 
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Eldridge  Cleaver’s  conversion 
reported  by  former  Panther 


OAKLAND,  Calif.  (EP)  —  In  an 
Oakland  Court  House  jail  here,  former 
Information  Minister  and  co-founder  of 
the  militant  Black  Panther  movement 
Eldridge  Cleaver  received  Jesus  Christ 
as  his  personal  Savior. 

Chaplain  Glenn  L.  Morrison  of  Follow 
Up  Ministries  headquartered  in 
Hayward.  Calif.,  said  Mr.  Cleaver  asked 
for  a  personal  interview  after  being 
encouraged  by  a  cell  mate  (and  former 
enemy  during  nine  years  at  San  Quen¬ 
tin),  to  read  the  Bible  daily. 

News  of  Mr.  Cleaver’s  conversion 
came  from  Pastor  Shadrach  Meshach 
Lockeridge  who  told  some  600  Baptist 
ministers  in  Jackson,  Miss,  of  the  turn¬ 
around  for  the  former  radical.  The  Rev. 
Lockeridge  is  pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church  in  San  Diego.  A  deacon  in  that 
church,  a  former  Panther  himself, 
learned  of  Cleaver’s  conversion  first 
during  a  visit. 

Joe  T.  Odle,  editor  of  The  Baptist 
Record  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  relayed  the 
information  to  EP  News  Service 
following  the  pastors’  meeting  where  the 
local  press  did  not  pick  up  the  story. 

Mr.  Cleaver’s  sister  Helen,  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  believer,  regularly 


attends  Bible  Study  Fellowship  sessions 
in  Pasadena,  Calif. 

The  friend  in  whom  Mr.  Cleaver 
confided  said  the  prisoner  did  not 
publicly  announce  his  conversion  for  fear 
it  would  appear  to  a  judge  as  an  attempt 
to  secure  special  treatment  in  his  up¬ 
coming  trial. 

Merged  churches  lose 
members,leader  says 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  (RNS)  —  Church 
merger  of  weak  congregations  almost 
never  save  the  congregations  involved 
from  eventual  decline,  a  United 
Methodist  consultant  said  here. 

Ezra  Earl  Jones  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
said  mergers  cannot  overcome  the 
emotional  attachment  and  loyalty  per¬ 
sons  feel  toward  their  congregations. 

"It  almost  never  works,"  he  said, 
"because  people  have  attachments  to 
buildings." 

"I  have  never  seen  an  exception  to  that 
rule,”  he  told  a  seminar  sponsored  by  the 
American  Society  for  Church  Architec¬ 
ture. 


familiar  song,  but  because  of  changes  in 
church  structure  made  four  years  ago, 
some  new  dimensions  are  likely  to 
surface. 

The  traditional  battle,  of  course,  is  the 
tug-of-war  between  those  persons 
responsible  for  carrying  out  church 

programs  (who  always  want  more 

money)  and  persons  responsible  for 
raising  and  allocating  church  funds  (who 
always  guard  the  budget  and  try  to  keep 
it  “reasonable”). 

In  past  General  Conference  sessions 
the  lines  have  been  drawn  as  follows: 
Presenting  the  case  for  program  — 

national  church  program  agencies 
(Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  etc.)  special  interest 
groups  and  delegates  strongly  com¬ 
mitted  to  specific  programs  (such  as 
world  hunger,  evangelism,  etc.). 
Presenting  the  case  for  financial  scrutiny 

—  the  denomination's  national  agency 

responsible  for  finances  (General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration) 
and  delegates  sensitive  to  the  financial 
demands  any  increase  in  budget 

ultimately  will  place  on  the  local  chur¬ 
ches. 

The  new  dimension  at  the  coming 
General  Conference  will  be  that  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 

—  a  national  program  coordinating 
agency  created  four  years  ago.  That 
agency  is  on  an  apparent  collision  course 
with  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  over  the  financ¬ 
ing  methods  for  two  churchwide 
priorities  the  GCOM  set  last  year.  The 
main  conflict  is  over  how  a  priority  for 
strengthening  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  will  be  funded. 

Last  December  the  GCOM  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  GCFA  that  of  $5  million 
requested  annually  for  the  priority,  $2 
million  come  from  World  Service  (the 
main  program  support  fund  of  the 
church)  and  that  the  remainder  come 
from  voluntary  “second-mile"  giving 
through  the  Advance  Special  program. 
GCFA  rejected  the  proposal  to  put  the  $2 
million  in  “World  Service"  and  instead 
proposed  to  set  up  a  separate  “ap¬ 


portioned  benevolence”  specifically  for 
the  priority.  Then,  in  an  unprecedented 
action,  the  GCOM  voted  to  take  its 
original  proposal  directly  to  General 
Conference  in  opposition  to  what  the 
GCFA  had  done. 

The  basic  issue  in  this  conflict  is 
whether  the  money  should  come  from 
established  general  funds  (which  sup¬ 
posedly  would  assure  to  a  great  extent 
that  the  money  will  be  available),  or 
from  a  new  “special"  fund,  (which 
traditionally  have  received  less  support 
than  long-established  funds  such  as 
World  Service). 

On  the  second  priority  —  world  hunger 
—  the  GCOM  will  seek  a  $2  million  new 
apportioned  benevolence,  funding  which 
was  recommended  last  month  and  is  yet 
to  go  to  the  GCFA  for  consideration.  (The 
GCFA  will  consider  that  proposal  during 
General  Conference,  at  which  times  it 
traditionally  holds  sessions.) 

The  gap  between  what  the  financial 
agency  officials  have  deemed  so  far  as  an 
acceptable  figure  for  the  churchwide 
budget  and  what  GCOM  and  other 
agencies  have  requested  will  have  to  be 
worked  out  by  the  General  Conference. 

Should  General  Conference  accept  all 
financial  askings  now  under  con¬ 
sideration  from  all  sources  (other  than 
"Special  day”  offerings),  $76.5  million 
per  year  will  need  to  be  raised  during  the 
next  four  years  to  meet  the  budget  in  full. 
This  would  be  $14.2  million  a  year  more 
than  has  been  asked  during  the  present 
quadrennium. 


'The  Good  Shepherd 9 

PARK  RIDGE.  Ill.  —  A  seven-fool, 
solid  mahogany  wood  carving  by  Ernst 
Schwidder.  "The  Good  Shepherd,”  was 
recently  dedicated  at  Good  Shepherd 
United  Methodist  Church  here.  The 
carving  was  presented  by  family  and 
friends  in  memory  of  Frieda  Lee.  an 
active  church  member  who  advocated 
relating  religious  faith  to  the  arts.  Mr. 
Schwidder  said  the  carving  shows  the 
way  ancient  herders  carried  a  wayward 
lamb,  suggesting  that  we,  too,  “need  the 
firm  grasp  of  a  loving  God.” 

NORTHERN  ILLINOIS  UNITEO  METHODIST 


Gems  From  James 

by  Donald  Charles  Lacy 

"These  ten  vibrant  sermons  will  renew  your  faith  and  trust  in  God,  rein¬ 
vigorate  your  spiritual  life,  and  provide  you  with  direction  in  a  sometimes 
confused  world.” 

Excellent  For 

Bible  Study  Class  Discussions 

Sharing  Groups  Preaching  Ideas 

$4.95  (hardcover)  from  your  favorite  bookseller  or  from  Dorrance  and 
Company,  1617  J.  F.  Kennedy  Blvd.,  Philadelphia,  PA.  19103 
Consignment  Opportunities  Available 

(Look  for  it  at  the  Cokesbury  Display  at  the  GENERAL  CONFERENCE) 
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'Story  of  David'  to  be  televised 

NEW  YORK  —  Timothy  Bottoms  stars  as  the  young  shep¬ 
herd  David,  left  photo,  in  the  two-part,  four-hour  special  based 
on  the  life  of  the  Biblical  patriarch.  "The  Story  of  David.”  will 
be  aired  on  ABC-TV  two  nights.  April  9  and  11.  from  9  to  1 1  p.m. 

ET.  The  film  was  shot  on  location  in  Jerusalem,  other  areas  of 
Israel  and  in  Spain,  where  a  castle  was  found  that  matched  the 


Backward  look  disturbs 


Women  want  changes  in  mission 


CHICAGO  —  "We  are  uneasy,”  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM) 
concluded  here  after  completing  a 
10-year  review  of  an  "experiment  in  a 
unified  mission  structure”  which  merged 
women’s  mission  programs  with  other 
units  of  the  board. 

Women’s  Division  managers  and 
officers  head  the  1.5  million  member 
organization  of  United  Methodist  Women 
(UMW). 

“We  feel  especially  strongly  at  these 
points,”  the  managers  said: 

•  The  church’s  minimal  and  inade¬ 
quate  mission  education  program  for 
children  and  youth. 

•  The  acceptance  of  cultural  norms 
regarding  women  overseas  is  not  being 
challenged  or  “vigorously  confronted” 
by  the  church. 

•  Close  contact  with  women  overseas 
has  been  lost. 

"We  believe  that  the  church  is  still  in 
captivity  to  male  values,  structures  and 
practices”  said  the  report  which  was 
adopted  unanimously  by  the  75-member 
board  of  managers.  "The  status  of 
women  in  church  and  society  is  still  tied 
to  sex-stereotyped  roles  more  often  than 
not.” 

Along  with  reviewing  the  past  decade, 
the  division  adopted  a  series  of  over  90 
recommendations  to  other  units  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  designed  to 
insure  that  their  concerns  receive 
consideration.  Some  $14  million  is  con¬ 
tributed  annually  by  United  Methodist 
Women  to  the  BGM  budget  with  $9 
million  expended  through  tlr?  National 
and  World  divisions.  Board  expenditures 
in  1975  totalled  almost  $53  million. 

A  dozen  categories  of  "programs  and 
processes”  related  to  women  and 
children  were  listed.  Included  are  those 
which  "enable  full  participation  of 
women  at  all  levels  of  decision  making  in 
the  church,”  "strengthen  organized 
women’s  groups  at  home  and  abroad;” 
"take  an  advocacy  role”  in  the  area  of 
public  policy  in  this  country  and 
abroad;”  “provide  direct  services  to 
women  and  children;”  "deal  with  the 
dynamics  of  women’s  oppression;”  and 
“offer  support  for  women  in  transition.” 

Recommendations  to  other  divisions 
include  asking  the  National  Division  “to 
recast  its  1978  request  for  budget  in 
terms  of  the  new  policy  statement  of 
‘ministry  to  women  and  children  in  the 
U.S.’  ” 

The  National  Division  also  is  asked  to 
“provide  specific  information”  about  the 
number  of  women  on  the  staff  and 
governing  boards  of  agencies  related  to  it 
and  “develop  an  affirmative  action 
program  with  specific  goals  concerning 


Money- 

a  universal 
language 


We  all  speak  it  —  understand  it. 
Even  the  church  uses  it  to  com¬ 
municate  the  Gospel.  In  this 
and  sixty  other  nations.  United 
Methodist  World  Service 
dollars  speak  to  people 
through  missions,  evangelism, 
education,  worship,  stew¬ 
ardship,  social  action,  minority 
concerns  and  other  forms  of 
Christian  witness.  Each  World 
Service  dollar  speaks  of  your 
concern  for  a  world 
desperately  needing  to  hear 
the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 

World  Service  Is 
people  serving  people. 

For  more  information 
on  now  the  annual 
S23  500  000  00 
World  Service  budget 
speaks  write 
United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  Street 
Evanston.  III.  60201 
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participation  of  women.” 

The  World  Division  is  asked  to  “shape 
its  budget”  so  that  by  1980  there  will  be 
“demonstrate!  d)  increased  concern  for 
the  ministry  to  women  and  children  by 
having  each  of  the  budget  categories  of 
Persons  in  Mission,  church  programs 
overseas,  and  ecumenical  institutions 
and  agencies  reflect  programming  for 
women  and  children  at  least  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  Women’s  Division 
appropriation  to  the  World  Division.” 
(See  related  story  this  page.) 

The  World  Division  also  is  asked  “to 
insure”  that  staff  persons  "are  sensitive 
to  Women’s  Division  continuing  concerns 
.  .  .  (including)  the  leadership  develop¬ 
ment  and  program  needs  of  the  women’s 
organizations  in  each  country.” 

Turning  to  other  church  agencies,  the 
Women’s  Division  said  it  would  contact 
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1980  goal  for  ethnic  minority 
persons  in  mission  is  10  percent 

CHICAGO  (UMC)  -  The  world 
missions  unit  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  agreed  March  18  to  try  and  have 
10  per  cent  of  its  overseas  “persons-in- 
mission”  from  ethnic  minorities  by  1980. 

According  to  World  Division  director 
Hazel  M.  Decker,  Jacksonville,  Texas, 
practically  none  of  the  missionaries  sent 
abroad  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
program  unit  are  from  ethnic  minorities. 
The  ten  per  cent  goal  was  not  voted, 
however,  as  a  “quota,”  which  would 
have  made  it  mandatory. 

Turning  its  attention  to  women  and 
children,  the  World  Division  voted  to 
make  the  concerns  of  those  two  groups 
“one  of  its  major  priorities  for  the  next 
several  years.” 

Support  bill  opposing  CIA  use  of 
missionaries 

CHICAGO  —  Support  of  pending 
legislation  that  would  stop  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)  from  using 
missionaries  and  clergy  “on  a  voluntary 
basis”  was  voted  by  the  World  division  of 
the  BGM  and  communicated  to  division 
missionaries. 

Division  members  expressed  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the  Feb.  11  statement  of  CIA 
director  George  Bush  that  the  intelli¬ 
gence  agency  would  have  no  paid  or  con¬ 
tractual  relationships  with  clergymen  or 
missionaries,  but  would  “continue  to 
welcome  information  volunteered  by 
such  individuals.” 

“The  problem  implicit  in  the  statement 
is  that  it  has  not  stated  clearly  that  it  will 
refrain  from  approaching  missionaries 
and  clergy  at  its  own  initiative  for 
voluntary  information,”  division 
members  indicated. 

A  request  for  a  code  of  missionary 
ethics  was  rejected  by  division  members. 
World  division  executive  Lois  Miller  said 
present  policy  statements  on  missionary 
action  in  the  handbook  for  U.M. 
missionaries  was  adequate. 

Review  of  U.S.  relations  with 
S.  Korea  urged 

CHICAGO  —  “A  total  review'"  of  U.S. 
government  relations  with  the  Park 
regime  in  South  Korea  was  urged  here 
last  week  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  at  its  spring  session. 

The  action  came  in  response  to  the 
March  1  and  2  indictments  of  20  Christian 
leaders  in  South  Korea.  The  20  were 
signers  of  a  patriotic  declaration  of 
democracy  which  was  read  publicly  at 
the  end  of  an  ecumenical  service  at  the 
Myungdong  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral 
in  Seoul.  The  statement  called  for  the 
resignation  of  the  Park  government  and 
“restoration  of  parliamentary  pro¬ 
cedures  as  well  as  freedom  of  speech, 
assembly  and  publication.” 

Cabled  messages  of  “concern  and 
solidarity  with  Korean  Christian 
leadership  in  support  of  their  struggle  for 
human  rights”  were  also  sent  by  the 
board  after  its  president,  Bishop  Paul 


Washburn,  led  the  156-member  group  ii 
intercessory  prayer  on  behalf  of  those 
imprisoned. 

The  Seoul  district  prosecutor’s  office 
issued  a  statement  March  10  charging 
those  arrested  with  trying  “to  incite  a 
conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  government, 
an  act  subversive  to  the  constitutional 
order.” 

Edwin  Fisher,  a  member  of  the  ad  hoc 
Korea  Action  Group  in  the  board,  said  at 
a  press  conference  following  the  board 
action  that  through  contacts  with 
Christians  in  Seoul  and  with  Korean- 
Americans  “we  infer  that  President 
Park  has  determined  to  be  rid  of 
dissenters  and  to  suppress  opposition  by 
collectively  choosing  certain  dissenters 
for  conviction  and  punishment,  including 
possible  execution.” 

The  review  of  U.S.  economic,  political 
and  military  relations  was  requested  to 
try  to  “delay”  a  $54  million  military 
appropriation  pending  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 

“Concordats”  with  Methodists 
in  Mexico,  Caribbean  sought 

CHICAGO  (UMC)  —  The  1976 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
will  be  asked  to  approve  exchanging 
voting  delegates  with  Methodist  bodies  in 
Mexico  and  the  Caribbean. 

An  action  here  March  16  by  the  United 
Methodist  ecumenical  concerns  unit  calls 
on  the  denomination’s  top  law-making 
body  to  approve  “concordats”  with  the 
two  independent  churches  similar  to  one 
now  in  force  with  the  British  Methodist 
Church.  The  latter  agreement  has  been 
in  force  since  1968. 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Division  on  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligicus  Concerns,  termed  the 
proposals  a  possible  model  for  use 
elsewhere  in  the  Christian  world  as  more 
national  churches  are  established. 

UMCOR  allocates  over  a  million 
in  relief,  rehabilitation 

CHICAGO  (UMC)  — More  than  a 
million  dollars  in  relief  and  rehabilitation 
funds  was  allocated  here  March  18  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

Of  the  total,  $885,560  is  in  special  grants 
with  the  remainder  for  continuing 
commitments.  Approximately  80  percent 
of  the  special  grants  will  go  into  hunger 
programs  of  either  an  emergency  or 
long-term  nature  and  rural  leadership 
training,  and  some  90  percent  will  be 
spent  through  ecumenical  channels. 

Total  income  for  UMCOR  in  1975  was  a 
record  $8,241,822,  up  some  $2,000,000 
from  1974.  About  $3,000,000  of  the  total 
was  given  for  hunger  relief. 

Reviewing  the  past  four  years.  Dr. 
Haines  said  that  out  of  every  dollar 
given  to  UMCOR,  approximately  22  cents 
goes  for  emergency  relief  programs,  49 
cents  for  rehabilitation,  11  cents  for  work 
with  refugees,  and  18  cents  for  long- 
range  development. 


David’s  story  TV  special 

Series  portrays  faults ,  greatness  of  Bible  hero 


design  of  Jerusalem's  ancient  walls. 

Fart  I  stars  Timothy  Bottoms  as  David,  stalking  the  giant 
Goliath  in  the  center  photo,  with  Anthony  Quayle  as  his 
mentor.  King  Saul.  Part  II  features  Keith  Mitchell  as  David 
the  King,  right  photo,  and  Susan  Hampshire  as  Michal,  his  first 
W,fe*  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 


curriculum  resource  leaders  in  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  “citing  the  deep  concern 
...  for  mission  education  of  children  and 
youth.” 

"We  have  no  desire  to  return  to  the 
past,”  the.  review  statement  said.  “We 
look  backward  only  to  see  the  future  as 
clearly  as  we  can  (and)  we  call  upon  the 
other  divisions  to  which  we  are  related  to 
understand  the  process  we  are  going 
through  and  join  us  in  the  search  for 
more  adequate  service.” 

“In  humility,  we  state  our  belief  that 
the  simple  and  powerful  message  of 
liberation  is  being  spoken  to  and  through 
women  in  a  new  way  today,”  the  state¬ 
ment  concludes.  “We  believe  this  is  a 
good  gift  for  the  whole  church,  and  we 
ask  for  support  in  learning  and  telling  our 
story.” 


Part  I:  David  and  Saul  [April  9,  ABC, 
9:00  -  11:00  pm  ET] 

Part  II:  David  the  King  [April  11,  ABC, 
9:00  -  11:00  pm  ET] 

By  FREDERIC  A.  BRUSSAT 
On  April  9  and  11,  the  story  of  David 
will  be  presented  in  an  ambitious  four- 
hour  movie-made-for-television  filmed  in 
Israel. 

Producer  Mildred  Freed  Alberg  who 
successfully  brought  “The  Story  of  Jacob 
and  Joseph"  to  dramatic  fruition  last 
year  is  again  at  the  helm.  She  has  chosen 
Timothy  Bottoms  (“Johnny  Got  His 
Gun,”  "The  Last  Picture  Show,”  “The 
Paper  Chase”)  to  portray  David  as  a 
young  man  and  warrior. 

Keith  Mitchell  (“The  Six  Wives  of 
Henry  VIII”)  is  seen  as  David  the  King. 
Anthony  Quayle,  another  British  actor, 
appears  as  King  Saul,  David’s 
predecessor  and  adversary.  Jane 
Seymour  is  Bathsheba,  and  Susan 
Hampshire  (“The  Forsyth  Saga”)  plays 
Princess  Michal,  David’s  first  wife. 
Ernest  Kinoy  wrote  the  script,  and 
Lawrence  Rosenthal  provided  original 
music.  Dr.  David  Noel  Freedman,  co¬ 
editor  of  the  Anchor  Bible  Series,  served 
as  consultant  to  the  drama  providing 
background  material  and  helping  the 
producer  interpret  the  story.  David 
Lowell  Rich  directed. 

The  show  covers  the  whole  sweep  of 
David’s  career.  Part  I,  “David  and 
Saul,"  depicts  the  major  incidents  in  his 


early  life  —  his  presence  in  the  court  of 
King  Saul  as  a  musician  and  armor- 
bearer,  his  combat  with  Goliath,  his 
adventures  as  a  fugitive  from  the  angry 
king,  his  friendship  with  Jonathan,  and 
his  honorable  response  to  Saul’s  down¬ 
fall. 

In  Part  II,  "David  the  King,”  we  watch 
as  the  ambitious  ruler  creates  a  great 
empire  with  a  capital,  court,  royal 
residence,  and  unity  of  purpose. 

Sometimes  reading  the  Old  Testament 
is  like  stepping  into  a  cold  shower :  all  the 
senses  are  stimulated  and  for  a  brief 
moment  one  feels  an  exhilaration  that  is 
both  bracing  and  abrasive.  The  story  of 
David  in  I  and  II  Samuel  and  I  Kings  can 
have  that  effect  on  the  reader.  The 
thorough-going  worldliness  of  this  pic¬ 
ture  of  David  is  most  impressive. 
Religion  and  reality  are  not  separated 
but  joined. 

David  is  one  of  the  most  striking 
figures  in  the  Old  Testament.  He  was 
Israel’s  greatest  king,  an  accomplished 
warrior,  a  skillful  diplomat,  a  sensitive 
poet-musician,  and  a  man  of  deep 
religious  faith.  Prophets  would  proclaim 
him  the  forerunner  of  Christ.  But  he  was 
also  a  man  of  very  human  faults  and 
passions.  Through  his  court  historians  he 
himself  insured  that  his  reign  would  be 
remembered  as  it  was  —  a  mixture  of  sin 
and  a  sense  of  wisdom.  David  put  on  open 
display  both  his  faults  and  his  ac¬ 
complishments.  Now  via  this  television 


Producer  saysDavid  a 
turning  point  in  Bible 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  in¬ 
terview  with  Mildred  Freed  Alberg. 
producer  of  the  television  special  “The 
Story  of  David,”  [see  story  elsewhere  on 
this  page]  was  conducted  by  Frederic  A. 
Brussat,  director  of  “Cultural  Infor¬ 
mation  Service." 

Q:  What  made  you  pick  David  as  the 
focus  for  your  second  Biblical  drama? 

A:  Well,  candidly,  because  I  think  it’s 
one  of  the  easiest  to  do  —  the  story  is  so 
dramatic.  It’s  also  a  turning  point  in  the 
Bible.  Up  until  David’s  time,  the  Bible 
was  based  on  oral  traditions.  With  David 
we  have  an  eyewitness  account  of  the 
era.  This  is  the  moment  when  they  began 
to  write  the  Bible  down.  David  brought 
the  scribes  into  Jerusalem  to  take  down 
what  was  happening;  he  appointed  a 
scribe  for  his  court.  Thus,  we  have  a 
picture  of  a  real  man,  of  great  charm  and 
ability  but  also  of  human  passions  and 
frailties.  His  good  and  bad  points  are 
described  openly  and  without  bias.  And 
that  is  rare  for  court  historians  of  any 
age! 

Q:  What  understanding  of  history  and 
themselves  would  you  like  people  to  take 
away  from  viewing  "The  Story  of 
David”? 

A :  I  would  like  them  to  understand  the 
fact  that  even  though  David  had  reached 
the  highest  pinnacles  of  power  —  his 
reign  was  called  the  Golden  Age  of 
Jerusalem  —  and  even  though  he  felt 
very  close  to  Jahweh,  he  was  a  man 
willing  to  admit  his  errors  and  repent. 
This  makes  him  very  endearing.  He  did 
some  awful  things  but  when  Nathan 
called  him  for  them,  he  didn’t  say 
“That’s  a  lie.”  Instead  he  accepted  the 
judgment  on  his  wrongdoings. 

Somebody  has  said  that  what  we  need 
today  is  a  Nathan.  Perhaps  we  also  need 
a  David  —  the  kind  of  leader  who  can 
admit  his  guilt.  He  was  great  because  he 
could  listen  when  someone  told  him  he 


had  done  wrong.  David  often  followed  his 
passions,  but  he  paid  for  them  too. 

Q:  Some  parts  of  this  story  seem  to  be 
written  as  messages  for  our  time,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  sequences  on  political 
corruption.  Was  that  deliberate? 

A:  Not  really.  We  tried  to  stay  very, 
very  close  to  the  narratives.  But  we  did 
look  at  the  story  with  today’s  thinking.  In 
some  places  we  felt  we  needed  to  fill  in  so 
that  the  transitions  would  be  more  un¬ 
derstandable.  These  portions  may  seem 
addressed  to  our  age.  At  the  same  time, 
we  know  the  characters  were  human  — 
and  psychological  motivations  haven  t 
changed  all  that  much  over  the  years. 

Q:  How  concerned  were  you  with 
historical  accuracy? 

A :  The  more  accurate  we  can  be,  the 
more  personal  enjoyment  there  is  in 
doing  it  for  me.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  we 
are  100  percent  accurate.  David  did  not 
like  horses,  and  I  tried  to  limit  the  use  of 
horses  in  the  story.  But  you  can’t  get  a 
feeling  of  excitement  by  having  two 
people  running  away  on  a  mule!  For  the 
modern  eye,  it  just  falls  flat.  To  be 
dramatic,  they  have  to  have  a  horse.  On 
the  whole  I  think  we  have  a  good  balance 
between  what  is  dramatic  for  modern 
eyes  and  ears  and  historical  accuracy. 

Q:  How  do  you  think  people  will 
respond  to  the  sex  and  violence  at  the 
heart  of  David's  story? 

A :  They  did  act  that  way  in  those  days ! 
We  don’t  dwell  on  the  sex  and  violence 
but  we  indicate  it.  We  would  be  doing  an 
injustice  to  the  Biblical  accounts  if  we 
made  the  story  lily-livered  white.  Many 
people  will  find  the  Bathsheba-Uriah 
episode  rather  incredible !  But  if  they  do, 
they  don’t  know  their  Bible,  do  they?  I 
think  it’s  just  fine  for  individuals  to 
realize  what  flesh-and-blood  people  these 
Biblical  characters  really  were.  Once  we 
understand  them  as  people,  the  whole 
story  becomes  so  much  more  exciting. 


production  we  see  him  as  a  great  but 
vulnerable  man. 

“The  Story  of  David”  provides  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  church  groups 
and  families  to  talk  together  about  their 
Biblical  heritage.  The  following 
questions  raise  some  of  the  important 
themes  of  the  program  and  include 
quotations  from  the  script. 

Questions  For  Discussion 

(1)  In  the  first  segment,  Lawrence 
Rosenthal’s  music  adds  a  pleasant  touch 
to  reveal  David’s  musical-poetic 
abilities.  Does  Timothy  Bottoms  convey 
to  you  the  sense  of  the  youthful  David 
described  in  l  Samuel  16:18:  “skillful  in 
playing,  a  man  of  valor,  a  man  of  war, 
prudent  in  speech,  and  a  man  of  good 
presence;  and  the  Lord  is  with  him.” 
Were  you  unhappy  or  happy  with  the  way 
David’s  singing  of  Psalm  23  is  handled? 

(2)  Throughout  his  lifetime,  David  was 
a  fighter,  a  man  forever  under  strain. 
When  did  he  become  heroic  in  your  eyes? 
How  does  the  battle  between  David  and 
Goliath  stack  up  against  your  conception 
of  that  well-known  incident? 

(3)  Some  Old  Testament  scholars  have 
claimed  that  Saul  is  one  of  the  truly 
tragic  characters  in  the  Bible.  Do  you 
think  his  fall  from  power  is  tragic?  Are 
you  sympathetic  to  his  problems? 

(4)  We  learn  a  hint  about  Saul’s  flaw  in 
I  Samuel  15:17  where  the  prophet  says  to 
him:  “Though  you  are  little  in  your  own 
eyes,  are  you  not  the  head  of  the  tribes  of 
Israel?”  To  what  do  you  attribute  Saul’s 
personal  insecurity? 

(5)  What  does  David’s  response  to  the 
deaths  of  Saul  and  Jonathan  say  about 
his  basic  character? 

(6)  A  new  kind  of  history  begins  with 
David  as  King.  React  to  the  scene  bet¬ 
ween  King  David  and  his  scribes  when  he 
says:  “I  warn  you  scribe,  let  that  wonder 
come  through  your  Phoenician  chicken 
tracks  on  sheep  skin.  Do  not  let  the 
singers,  and  the  storytellers,  and  the 
dreamers  be  elbowed  out  by  your  priestly 
begettings  of  the  generations.  And  do  not 
bleach  out  the  souls  of  our  fathers  to  a 
fish-belly  white.  Write  down  their  sin, 
their  stubbornness,  their  weakness  .  .  . 
for  that  makes  them  men.” 

(7)  Samuel  to  Saul  and  Nathan  to 
David  were  prophets  who  summoned 
their  kings  to  justice  and  obedience  to 
God’s  law.  What  made  Samuel  and 
Nathan’s  words  so  authoritative?  Do  you 
think  God  sent  these  men  as  counselors  to 
keep  in  check  the  vanity  of  kings?  Who 
plays  this  role  for  our  leaders  today? 

(8)  At  one  point,  David  asks  Jahweh: 
“Which  is  David  ...  the  warrior  who 
wades  in  the  blood  of  his  enemies  ...  or 
the  fool  who  weeps  when  he  sees 
Jonathan’s  eyes  in  a  crippled  boy?” 
Which  of  the  two  sides  do  you  believe  is 
the  real  David? 

(9)  If  the  leader  of  your  congregation 
acted  like  David  did  with  Bathsheba  and 
Uriah,  how  would  you  deal  with  him? 

(10)  Has  political  power  changed  much 
since  Biblical  times?  Respond  to  Abner’s 
statement:  “You  and  I  know  it  takes 
more  than  a  prophet’s  horn  of  oil  to  make 
a  king.  We  know  it  takes  spear  points  and 
politics  and  lies.” 

(11)  In  a  passage  from  II  Samuel  23, 
David  puts  forward  a  vision  of  the  just 
king:  “When  one  rules  justly  over  men, 
ruling  in  the  fear  of  God,  he  dawns  on 
them  like  the  morning  light,  like  the  sun 
shining  forth  upon  a  cloudless  morning, 
like  rain  that  makes  grass  to  sprout  from 
the  earth.”  Do  you  think  David  lived  up 
to  his  vision? 

Mr.  Brussat  is  director  of  "Cultural 
Information  Service"  published  in  New 
York,  a  review  of  the  arts-media  and 
popular  culture  designed  for  leaders  in 
education  and  religion. 
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WESTERN 

PARKS 

May  27  -  June  14 


A  delightful  rail-and-bus  tour  through  the  spectacular  scenery 
of  Utah,  Arizona,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico  —  Zion,  Bryce, 
Grand  Canyon,  Mesa  Verde  plus  the  Indian  Country  of  Taos 
and  quaint  Sante  Fe.  Even  a  ride  on  a  narrow-gauge  railroad 
and  you  will  marvel  at  the  Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir. 


BRITISH 
ISLES 

June  14 -July  3 

Inis  lovely  air  tour  concentrates  on  the  small  area  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  —  a  truly  in-depth  visit  to  the  British 
Isles.  Sights  include  Edinburgh,  Loch  Ness,  Loch  Lomond, 
Windsor  Palace,  Plymouth,  the  monoliths  of  Stonehenge,  and, 
of  course,  glorious  London. 


Alaska 


July  10  -  July  30 

Join  this  exciting  3-week  all-surface  tour  of  our  49th  State, 
train  to  the  American  and  Canadian  Rockies,  a  spectacular 
8-day  cruise  along  the  Alaskan  coast  to  view  magnificent 
glaciers,  Indian  villages,  the  Trail  of  '98,  Juneau.  Vancouver 
and  Seattle. 
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Ewha  University  marks  90  years 


SEOUL,  Korea  —  Ewha  Womans 
University  will  celebrate  its  90th  birth¬ 
day  here  in  May.  The  Methodist  insti¬ 
tution,  with  more  than  8,800  students 
and  400  fulltime  professors  is  the  largest 
women’s  university  in  the  world. 

In  observance  of  the  school's  birthday, 
friends  of  Ewha  are  raising  $90,000  to 
help  purcnase  equipment  and  facilities 
for  the  new  East  Gate  University 
Hospital  Also  planned  is  a  chartered 
tour  to  Korea  May  27-June  2. 

Founded  in  1886,  the  school  was  wiped 


out  overnight  in  1950  by  Communist  in¬ 
vaders.  Under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Helen  Kim.  its  president  since  1939,  the 
school  was  set  up  in  temporary  barracks 
on  a  Pusan  hillside.  In  1953  it  returned  to 
Seoul  and  the  campus  was  rebuilt. 

Ms.  Mary  Scranton,  a  missionary  of 
the  Women’s  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  founded 
Fwha  Haktong,  a  school  for  Korean  girls 
in  her  home  in  1886.  It  was  not  until 
Queen  Min  recognized  the  school  and 
named  it  "Ewha,”  or  "pear  flower,”  the 
royal  symbol,  that  it  began  to  flourish. _ 


August  10  -  August  25 

Really  sec  "inside"  of  Alaska!  You  will  visit  Anchorage,  Mt. 

McKinley,  Fairbanks,  Nome  and  transit  the  Arctic  Circle  to 
Kotzebue.  A  four-day  "Inside  Passage"  Cruise  includes  Skagway 
and  Juneau;  returning  to  the  East  and  Midwest  by  regularly 
scheduled  air  flights  via  Seattle. 

Free  Folders  united  Methodist  tour  division  —  1976 
SEND  TO:  w*yfar®r  Group  Travel,  Inc. 

2200  Victory  Parkway,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


Hama li 


July  17 -August  1 

great  time  to  visit  the  Islands  of  Paradise. 
3  you  see  beautiful  Hawaii  at  a  leisurely 
major  islands  of  Oahu,  Hawaii,  Kauai, 
beaches  and  fragrant  hibiscus  invite  you 


around  and  across 

AMERICA! 
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October  4  -  October  26 

This  3-week  cruise  tour  departing  from  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 
takes  you  on  the  elegant  ROYAL  VIKING  SEA  (Norwegian 
registry).  With  the  amenities  of  a  great  hotel,  you  will  cruise 
to  ports  in  colorful  Mexico,  South  America,  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean  PLUS  an  unforgettable  transit  of  the  Panama  Canal  return¬ 
ing  to  Los  Angeles,  California.  Rail  or  air  within  U.S. 


Please  send  the  following  folders: 

□  Western  Parks  (May  27-June  14) 

□  Alaska  (July  10-July  30) 

□  "Inside  Alaska"  (Aug.  10-Aug.  25) 

□  British  Isles  (June  14-July  3) 

□  Hawaii  (July  17-Auguet  1)  J 

□  Around-Across-America  (Oct  4-26)  J 
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Lay  Speaking  School  held 
rt  District 


Representative  of  the  approximately  60  youth  who  attended  the  Sicily  Island  event 
are  these  young  people  of  several  churches.  The  Rev.  James  Hodges.  Pastor,  states 

that  he  is  “ . very  proud  of  this  youth  group . who  plan  to  cross  ecumenical 

lines  in  other  programmed  activities . " 

and  First  Baptist  of  Sicily  Island. 

Following  the  supper,  Mr.  Girault 
Bird,  a  local  druggist  and  prominent 
layman  in  the  Sicily  Island  Church,  spoke 
to  the  groups  on  “Drug  Abuse  and  Use.” 


Sicily  Island  United  Methodist  Youth 
hosted  a  hamburger  supper  and  lecture 
recently  with  youth  groups  from  the 
following  churches  taking  part:  Wisner 
United  Methodist,  Wisner  Pentecostal, 

Sandy  Lake  Baptist,  Pine  Hill  Baptist, 

Do  you  have  a  picture? 


From  the  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  comes 
this  announcement:  “a  news-letter  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship  giving 
emphasis  to  the  Work  Area  on  Evange¬ 
lism  will  be  forthcoming.  If  any  minister 
or  church  has  a  picture  and  or  articles 


relating  to  evangelistic  thrust  within  the 
local  church,  please  send  same  to  Rev. 
Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  Conference  Secretary 
of  Evangelism,  P.O.  Box  712,  Jennings, 
La.  70546.” 


Six  Months  Perfect  Attendance 


Three  Months  Perfect  Attendance 


Jewish  Ceremonial  Seder 


A  Shreveport  District  Lay  Speaking  School  was  held  in  March  at  Centenary 
College  with  a  total  enrollment  of  27.  Leaders  and  teachers  standing  (l-r)  back  row 
are:  Everett  Phillips.  Noel  Memorial  Church,  who  taught  a  course  entitled  " Lay¬ 
man  Speak  up: "  Ed  Bloxom,  District  Lay  Leader;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bibbons,  Coordinator 
of  the  school  and  District  Director  of  Lay  Speaking;  and  Claude  Dance,  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  who  taught  a  refresher  course  in  Lay  Speaking.  Some  of  the 
- 'irticipants  are  in  the  foreground. 


held  at  Asbury  “Wow” 


The  "WOW”  activities  at  Asbury 
Church,  Lafayette,  on  March  31  featured 
Rabbi  Henry  Sandman,  who  presented  a 
demonstration  on  the  Jewish  Ceremonial 
Seder. 

The  "WOW”  program  in  Lafayette  is 
"Worship  on  Wednesday,”  begun  in  1975 
by  the  Lafayette  Ministerial  Association. 
The  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway,  Pastor  at 
Asbury.  was  President  of  the  Association 
when  this  began.  He  indicates  that  all 


churches  in  the  community  are 
cooperating  in  this  exciting  endeavor. 

The  Seder,  celebrated  by  the  Jews  on 
Passover  Eve  grows  out  of  instructions  in 
the  Pentateuch  for  the  Israelite  to  tell  his 
children  the  story  of  the  Exodus  and 
explain  the  meaning  of  rites  and  symbols 
connected  with  the  Passover 
Celebration.  Although  in  Jewish 
tradition,  this  was  a  festive  family  oc¬ 
casion  held  at  Asbury.  Members  of  the 
church  took  part  in  the  ceremonial  meal. 
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Hubert  Blanchard  Reports: 
Guatemalan  Relief  Fund 
To  date 
$52,000 


Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley 
named  “Minister  Emeritus 


Others  in  the  photograph  are:  left,  Kenneth  McDowell;  Mrs.  Hurley;  and  C.  R. 
McCammon,  Franklin  Pastor. 


Dr.  Albert  S.  Hurley  was  given  the  title 
of  "Minister  Emeritus”  in  special 
ceremonies  held  recently  at  First 
Church,  Franklin.  The  service  of 
recognition  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  McDowell,  Lafayette  District 
Superintendent,  and  the  Rev.  C.  R. 
McCammon,  Pastor  of  the  Franklin 
church.  The  ‘‘Minister  Emeritus”  was 
also  presented  with  a  plaque  com¬ 
memorating  the  event,  with  a  resolution 
by  the  Administrative  Board  declaring 
Sunday,  March  21,  1976  as  dedicated  to 
Albert  S.  Hurley. 

Since  his  retirement  in  1974  from  the 


active  ministry,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hurley 
have  been  living  in  Franklin,  the  first 
occupants  of  a  home  built  by  the 
Lafayette  District  and  the  local  church 
for  retired  ministers.  He  has  continued 
active  service  in  the  community  and  to 
the  church  where  he  was  Pastor  for  a 
number  of  years. 

In  making  the  presentation,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  McDowell  commented 
that  it  was  "...  in  recognition  of  44Vfe 
years  of  active  and  effective  relationship 
with  the  Methodist  Church  by  a  man  who 
had  endeared  himself  to  all  who  knew 
him  .  . 


Hammond  District  UMW 
meet  at  Hartzell  Mount  Zion 


Three  of  the  leaders,  Hammond 
District  UMW  meeting  were,  from  left: 
Mrs.  Rebecca  H.  Washington,  leader; 
Mrs.  Walter  Brock,  speaker;  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Muller,  District  President. 

More  than  65  United  Methodist  Women 
from  throughout  the  Hammond  District 
gathered  at  Hartzell  Mount  Zion  Church, 
Slidell,  for  their  Spring  meeting  on 
March  20.  The  theme  was  "Our  Com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  As  Whole  Persons,” 
which  was  carried  out  in  the  feature 
presentation  and  in  discussion  groups. 

Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock,  of  Baton  Rouge, 
Conference  Mission  Coordinator  for 
Christian  Personhood,  and  an  acclaimed 
leader  in  UMW  circles,  presented  "A 
Challenge,”  in  which  she  emphasized 
sharing  the  Christian  faith,  personal 
commitment  to  Christ  as  a  total 
evangelistic  concern,  and  experiencing 
our  “wholeness  in  relationship  to 
others.” 

Four  discussion  groups  followed  up  on 
her  inspiring  message  and  reported  back 
to  the  entire  gathering. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  H.  Washington,  of  the 
Hartzell  Mount  Zion  Church  and  Sub- 
District  I  leader,  was  in  charge  of 
program  planning.  She  presided  at  the 
morning  session.  Other  members  of  the 
Planning  Committee  included  Mrs.  Dora 
J.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Mildred  Crawford,  Mrs. 
Phyllis  Eden,  Mrs.  Doris  Terrell,  Mrs. 
Easter  Smith,  and  Miss  Emma  Burris. 

Mrs.  Mary  Muller,  Hammond  District 
President  of  UMW;  Mrs.  Dora  J. 
Jackson,  vice-president  of  UMW  Hartzell 
Mount  Zion;  Mrs.  Margaret  Burris,  Past 
President  of  Hammond  District  UMW; 
and  the  Rev.  O.  W.  Christopher,  Pastor, 
also  took  part  in  the  program. 


Registering  for  the  District  Conference 
were  Mrs.  L.  L.  Streams,  a  Group 
Discussion  Leader;  and  Miss  Emma 
Burris,  District  Mission  Coordinator  for 
Christian  Personhood. 

Music  was  shared  by  Mrs.  Janice 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Adrianne  Washington. 

Special  guests  included  Mrs.  Chris 
Hall,  Baton  Rouge  District  UMW 
President;  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Carter,  New 
Orleans  District  UMW  President;  and 
Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  women  of  the  Church  decorated 
the  fellowship  hall  in  the  Bicentennial 
theme,  and  hostesses  were  appropriately 
attired  in  red,  white  and  blue. 


Sympathy  expressed  to 
Conference  families 

Sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to 
two  Conference  families,  each  of 
which  has  recently  lost  a  loved  one 
by  death. 

Mrs.  Martha  Wade,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Leland  Wade,  Lakeview 
Church,  Minden,  died  on  March  25. 
Funeral  services  were  held  on 
March  27  in  Minden. 

The  Rev.  Robert  H.  Hearne, 
retired  pastor  living  in  West 
Monroe,  died  March  26,  after  a 
long  confinement.  The  funeral  was 
held  on  March  28,  West  Monroe, 
with  interment  at  the  Concord 
UMC  cemetery.  His  widow  and  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Jordan  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Crawford,  survive. 


Alexandria  District  Women 
hold  Mini-Retreat 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Alexandria  District  held  a  Mini-Retreat 
on  March  20,  at  the  Horseshoe  Drive 
Church.  Mrs.  I.  W.  Rowland,  of  Dub- 
berly,  former  president  of  the  Ruston 
District  UMW,  was  the  leader  of  the 
program  on  "Prayer.”  Music  was  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Maxie  Hays  and 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Till. 

Group  discussion  leaders  were:  Mrs. 

Richard  Hoffpauir,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Stinson, 

Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Evans,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Roger 
Best,  Mrs.  Doris  Nesbett,  Mrs.  Geneva 
Pringle,  Mrs.  Darcus  Merrick,  Mrs.  C.  E. 

Castain,  Mrs.  Daisy  Larry  and  Mrs.  Mike 
Eskew,  Jr. 

More  than  80  persons  participated, 
according  to  Mrs.  Jack  Winegeart, 

District  Coordinator  of  Christian  Per¬ 
sonhood. 


Ingleside  Church 


Mrs.  I.  W.  Rowland,  Retreat  Leader, 
Alexandria  District  UMW. 

active  session 


Ingleside  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  held  its  30th  Anniversary  Celebration  on  March  13 
and  14,  with  the  participants  pictured  above  (l-r):  District  Superintendent  Robert 
Crichlow;  Donice  W.  Alverson,  former  pastor;  Fred  Flurry,  pastor;  Michael 
McLaurin,  associate  pastor;  and  Frank  Tucker,  first  pastor  of  Ingleside  and  now  a 
district  superintendent  in  the  Missouri  Conference.  Coming  events  include  special 
Lenten  services  for  three  nights  in  April,  with  the  following  ministers  participating: 
the  Reverends  Marshall  Paine,  Joe  Roundtree,  and  Mike  McLaurin. 


Glenmora  Church  School  on 


”  •  99 

upswing 


"Attendance  in  the  Glenmora  Meth¬ 
odist  Sunday  School  is  on  the  up¬ 
swing!”  This  is  the  happy  comment  of 
Garnet  Sharpe,  of  the  Church,  who  writes 
that  the  past  year  has  been  an  exciting 
and  active  year  in  the  growth  of 
programs  and  attendance. 

Superintendent  James  Goree  and  his 
Assistant,  Walter  Mohr,  have  introduced 
many  new  ideas  to  encourage  attendance 
and  involvement.  All  church  members 
are  enthusiastic  about  the  efforts  of  these 
leaders  and  the  participation  by  persons, 
especially  young  people  in  the  Sunday 
School  program.  Pastor  of  the  Glenmora 
Church  is  J.  David  Strozier. 

The  pictures  which  Glenmora  shares 
with  our  readers  show:  Walter  Mohr, 
Assistant  Superintendent  and  James 
Goree,  Sunday  School  Superintendents; 
recipients  of  attendance  pins:  one  year, 
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Nine  Months  Perfect  Attendance 


Bishop’s  Message 

Methodists  across  the  world  are  moving  to  save  the  famous  Wesley’s  Chapel 
on  City  Road  in  London. 

As  perhaps  you  know,  this  aged  structure,  beautiful  and  venerable,  has 
deteriorated  to  the  point  of  near  collapse.  Its  restoration  is  a  major  project  with 
British  and  American  Wesleyans,  but  all  the  children  of  Wesley  across  the 
world  are  having  a  share  in  the  restoration  of  this  international  shrine  of 
Methodism.  The  lovely  old  cherrywood  pews,  the  magnificent  marble-adorned 
pulpit,  the  ancient  communion  table  —  so  old,  nobody  knows  how  old  —  the 
richly  stained  windows,  the  Wren-like  galleries,  and  the  mellow  pipe  organ, 
along  with  foundations,  walls,  and  ceiling  are  to  be  restored. 

We  have  sent  in  some  funds  from  this  conference,  but  our  fair  share  in 
Louisiana  requires  about  $6,000  more.  Are  there  loyal  Wesleyans,  lovers  of 
history,  people  who  want  to  see  this  beautiful  old  monument  revitalized  —  are 
there  those  who  will  respond?  If  so,  please  let  me  know  of  it.  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke, 
our  Conference  Treasurer,  will  be  glad  to  receive  gifts,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
of  any  contribution  you  might  make.  We  wish  to  establish  an  honor  roll  for  those 
who  have  saved  historic  City  Road  Chapel.  Would  you  or  your  circle  or  your 
class  like  to  help?  Old  City  Road  Church  is  set  in  the  heart  of  the  industrial 
section  of  London,  but  its  small  congregation  continues  with  vitality  even  amid 
the  factories  and  warehouses. 

From  all  over  the  world  people  visiting  London  go  to  City  Road  to  pause  and 
pray.  Let  us  rebuild  the  chapel. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Conference -wide 


Special  offering  for 
Kilbourne  set  for  April  11 


Sunday,  April  11  has  been  designated 
as  the  time  for  a  conference- wide  of¬ 
fering  to  be  received  on  behalf  of  the 
tornado  victims  in  Kilbourne.  Hubert 
Blanchard,  Chairman  of  the  Conference 
Disaster  Committee,  indicates  that  the 
date  has  been  approved,  and  he  is  urging 
an  enthusiastic  response. 

Last  week’s  edition  of  this  newspaper 
reported  a  similar  offering  being 
received  (April  4)  in  the  Monroe  District. 

All  funds  received  for  the  offering 
should  be  sent  to:  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke, 
Conference  Treasurer,  P.O.  Box  4303, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104.  (Mr.  Blanchard 
indicates  that  if  churches  have  already 
received  donations  for  this  fund,  to  send 

Campus  Ministry.  LSC 


them  on  to  Dr.  Cooke.)  All  donations 
should  be  labeled  "Kilbourne  Tornado 
Fund.” 

Many  of  the  local  United  Methodist 
families  were  affected  by  this 
devastating  disaster,  and  much  help  is 
needed  for  all  affected  persons.  Mr. 
Blanchard  informed  this  newspaper  by 
telephone  that  he  personally  visited  the 
area  and  presented  the  first  donation  (a 
check  for  $5,000  from  the  Disaster 
Committee,  to  be  repaid  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  from  funds  collected).  Residents  ( 
of  the  Kilbourne  community  indicated 
that  this  was  the  first  financial  assis¬ 
tance  which  they  had  received. 


From  fifth  grade  to  co" 


Sunday  School  Superintendents 

nine  months;  ,  six  months;  and  three 
months. 


TUCM  Students  with  their  "Little  Buddies."  Seventy-five  persons  participate  in 
this  campus  ministry  sponsored  program  at  LSU. 


What  do  75  fifth  graders  and  college 
students  at  LSU  have  in  common? 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday 
afternoons  at  the  Campus  Ministry 
Center  —  that’s  what! 

Students  at  TUCM  Center  (The  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  at  LSU)  have  worked, 
played,  studied  and  shared  time  with 
students  from  a  local  elementary  school 
for  the  last  two  semesters.  The  program 
is  a  combination  of  tutoring  and  cultural 
enrichment  with  study  time,  field  trips  to 
local  points  of  interest,  and  just  plain 


friendship  all  fitting  in,  according  to  Will 
Finnin,  Jr.,  Campus  Minister. 

The  program  is  student  organized  and 
coordinated.  TUCM  students  and  LSU 
psychology  students  are  the  Big-Buddies 
and  the  fifth  graders  from  Polk 
Elementary  are  the  Little-Buddies. 
(More  than  half  of  the  entire  grade 
participate.)  The  TUCM  students  en¬ 
courage  other  groups  —  from  local 
churches,  campus  ministry  centers, 
women’s  groups  —  to  reach  out  into  their 
communities  and  get  involved. 


Sicily  Island  Youth 
emphasize  ecumenical  caring 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Church  involvement  in  coalitions: 
clarity  of  ‘why’  and  ‘how’  needed 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  9, 1976 


Consensus  in  the  General  Conference 


The  involvement  of  UMC  general 
agencies  in  some  coalitions  to  achieve 
specific  results  has  created  a  con¬ 
siderable  stir  in  recent  months  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

It  should  be  pointed  out,  however,  that 
similar  involvements  in  a  number  of 
other  coalitions  have  not  created  a  stir. 

In  our  view,  the  stirs  have  not  been 
caused  by  involvement  in  coalitions  per 
se,  but  by  the  points  of  view  expoused  by 
some  coalitions  with  which  our  general 
agencies  have  become  involved. 

If  our  church  wishes  to  influence  public 
policy  or  action  on  a  given  issue,  it  makes 
sense  to  join  forces  with  other  groups 
who  wish  to  achieve  the  same  goal.  To 
become  so  involved  does  not  represent 
endorsement  of  all  the  things  that  other 
participating  groups  stand  for;  it  may 
signify  agreement  only  on  the  one  issue 
at  hand. 

If  there  is  any  problem  regarding  UMC 
agencies  joining  coalitions,  it  is  in 
making  clear  to  the  church’s  mem¬ 
bership  the  basis  for  joining,  and  the 

UMC  position  on 
abortion  is  sound 

The  results  of  TM/  UMR’s  latest 
“Question  Box”  survey  show  what  most 
already  knew:  there  is  no  general  con¬ 
sensus  among  United  Methodists 
regarding  the  various  issues  relating  to 
abortion  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

Despite  that  fact,  it  is  significant  that 
68  per  cent  of  those  responding  expressed 
agreement  with  the  United  Methodist 
Social  principles  statement  on  abortion. 

We  believe  there  is  good  reason  for  the 
near-consensus  regarding  that  statement 
as  our  church’s  official  position. 

By  recognizing  the  acceptability  of 
abortion  in  some  circumstances,  the 
Social  Principles  imply  a  qualitative 
distinction  between  “human  life”  and 
“fetal  life.”  At  the  same  time,  the  Social 
Principles  clearly  affirm  that  “fetal  life” 
has  value  and  should  not  be  ended 
without  “thorough  and  thoughtful  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  parties  involved,  with 
medical  and  pastoral  counsel.” 

More  than  half  of  the  12,000  petitions 
submitted  to  the -upcoming  General 
Conference  relate  to  various  sections  of 
the  Social  Principles.  We  believe  this  is 
one  section  which  should  be  left  as  is,  and 
apparently  a  large  percentage  of  our 
church’s  members  agree. 

A  prayer  for 
Madalyn  O’Hair 

Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair,  self- 
appointed  atheist  leader  and  critic  erf 
Christianity,  was  recently  quoted  as 
saying  “Everyone  has  turned  against 
me.  I  quit.” 

Among  her  recent  “losses”  were  her 
son’s  repudiation  of  atheism  and  serious 
questioning  of  her  leadership  role  by 
other  atheists. 

We  do  wish  Mrs.  O’Hair  could  be 
persuaded  to  “quit”  her  publicity¬ 
seeking  harrassment  of  Christian  values 
and  institutions  in  our  land.  But  we  are 
sorry  to  see  anyone,  even  Mrs.  O’Hair, 
feeling  that  everyone  is  against  her  as  a 
person . 

Most  of  us  feel  persecuted,  discouraged 
and  ready  to  throw  up  our  hands  and  quit 
from  time  to  time.  For  Christians,  the 
only  thing  standing  between  us  and  total 
despair  may  be  the  comforting  reality  of 
God’s  unfailing  love.  We  can  only  pray 
that  Mrs.  O’Hair  might  experience  that 
reality,  as  did  another  harrasser  of 
Christians  long  ago,  and  in  the  process 
come  to  express  with  him  the  knowledge 
that  “If  God  is  for  us,  who  is  against  us?” 
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process  by  which  a  decision  to  join  is 
made.  No  uniform  basis  for  involvement 
in  a  coalition  is  presently  required.  And 
the  process  through  which  agencies 
presently  go  before  joining  a  coalition  is 
similarly  lacking  in  uniformity. 

In  a  church  where  viewpoints  differ  as 
widely  as  in  the  UMC  —  and  where  a 
serious  gap  already  exists  between  many 
of  the  church’s  members  and  its  general 
agencies  —  failure  to  communicate  the 
“why”  and  “how”  of  our  agencies’  in¬ 
volvement  in  coalitions  creates  an  in¬ 
stant  breeding  ground  for  misun¬ 
derstanding  and  alienation. 

If  the  UMC’s  general  agencies  are  to 
serve  the  church  with  maximum  ef¬ 
fectiveness,  they  need  the  support  of  the 
church’s  membership  on  a  broad  scale. 
And  they  should  make  as  much  effort  to 
inform  and  challenge  the  church’s 
membership  on  a  given  issue  as  they  do 
to  influence  public  policy. 

We  believe  it  would  be  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  for  our  general  agencies 
to  agree  on  a  clear  and  uniform  set  of 
guidelines  to  be  followed  in  the  process  of 
joining  any  future  coalitions.  One  of  these 
guidelines  should  be  that  the  goals  of  the 
coalition  must  be  clearly  in  accord  with 
a  specific  goal  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  as  defined  by  the  General 
Conference.  Another  guideline  should  be 
that  an  agency’s  governing  board  give 
prior  approval  to  any  decision  to  join  a 
coalition.  And  we  believe  our  church’s 
witness  will  be  strengthened  if  the  “why" 
and  “how"  of  such  involvements  are 
communicated  fully  and  quickly  to  the 
church’s  members. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  CLARENCE  A.  GUITTARD 

“Only  the  General  Conference  speaks 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church,”  we  are 
told.  But  does  even  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  always  speak  with  authority? 

On  some  matters  it  can,  and  it  must. 
On  matters  of  church  policy  and  ad¬ 
ministration  the  delegates  sit  as  the  body 
of  ultimate  authority.  Different  con¬ 
siderations,  however,  apply  when  the 
Conference  undertakes  to  “speak  for” 
United  Methodists  on  other  issues. 

How  do  United 
Methodists  stand  on 
questions  of  doc¬ 
trine,  morals,  and 
national  or  inter¬ 
national  policy?  Do 
the  delegates  at  the 
General  Conference 
really  know?  Are 

statements  on  these  , - - 

matters  to  be  taken  Clarence  Guittard 
only  as  expressions  of  the  views  of  the 
delegates  or  as  representing  a  true 
consensus  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church?  If  fifty  per  cent  of  the  delegates 
voting,  plus  one,  adopt  a  resolution  in 
Portland  declaring  their  views  on  any  erf 
these  matters,  can  anyone  assert  with 
confidence  that  the  views  so  expressed 
actually  have  or  should  have,  the  general 
support  of  United  Methodists?  Does  a 
close  vote  in  an  area  outside  those  in 
which  the  General  Conference  has 
primary  responsibility  to  legislate  carry 
any  real  authority? 

More  than  bare  majority  needed 

I  submit  that  before  a  resolution  or 
statement  can  truly  be  taken  as 
“speaking  for”  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  these  matters,  some  degree  of 


consensus  beyond  a  bare  majority  must 
be  achieved.  Consequently,  I  propose 
that  the  1976  General  Conference  adopt  a 
standing  rule  requiring  a  two-thirds  vote 
for  adoption  of  any  legislation  or 
resolution  relating  to  Part  II  of  the 
Discipline  (Doctrine)  and  Part  III 
(Morals  and  Public  Policy). 

My  reasons  are  as  follows: 

1.  Delegates  are  rarely  elected  on  the 
basis  of  their  known  views  concerning 
matters  expected  to  come  before  the 
Conference  in  the  areas  of  doctrine, 
morals,  and  public  policy.  Consequently, 
a  simple  majority  is  not  likely  to  be  truly 
representative  of  the  views  of  those  who 
elect  the  delegates,  or  of  United 
Methodists  generally.  A  requirement 
that  a  resolution  be  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
two-to-one  or  better  increases  many 
times  the  probability  that  it  will 
genuinely  represent  the  prevailing  view 
among  United  Methodists. 

2.  Doctrines  and  moral  principles,  by 
their  nature,  are  not  determinable  by 
majority  vote.  If  the  idea  of  pluralism 
has  any  validity,  a  minority  view  on 
these  matters  cannot  be  said  to  be  wrong 
and  should  not  be  so  treated  in  the  church 
unless  it  is  contrary  to  a  clear  consensus. 

3.  Likewise,  on  matters  of  public 
policy,  the  General  Conference  has  no 
power  to  make  authoritative  decisions, 
but  can  only  make  recommendations  for 
action  by  duly  constituted  public 
authority.  Consequently,  a  statement 
opposed  by  more  than  a  third  of  the 
delegates  at  the  General  Conference 
carries  little  force.  If  it  is  correctly 
presented  as  the  views  of,  say,  52%  of  the 
delegates,  anyone  to  whom  the  statement 
is  addressed  is  likely  to  be  impressed 


A  humble  warning  from  the  pew 


To  the  Editor 
Our  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
role  to  play  in  trying  to  shore  up  freedom 
where  freedom  still  has  a  chance.  This 
requires  little  more  than  an  unequivocal 
stand  and  an  expressed  sense  of  moral 
purpose. 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt,  Jr.  (TM/  UMR, 
March  26)  surely  is  blessed  for  pointing 
the  way  in  his  three-part  strategy  for 
holding  on  to  our  church-related  colleges 
and  universities.  Askings  will  swell  with 
pride  and  large  gifts  will  become  greater 
if  we  continue  to  go  it  alone  and  refuse 
government  aid  even  if  the  Supreme — 
Court,  now  hearing  arguments,  rules  in 
favor  of  using  tax  money  for  religiously 
related  higher  education. 

Humble  warning  from  the  pew: 
government  aid  has  proved  consistently 
it  eventually  controls. 

David  W.  Young,  Sr. 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

tin  believable! 

To  the  Editor: 

Those  who  pledge  their  allegiance  to 
our  flag  and  to  our  nation  “under  God” 
should  know  that  subterfuge  and  outright 
dishonesty  are  not  allowable  in  a  divine 
moral-oriented  society.  Bishop  Hunt 
(TM/  UMR,  March  26)  feeling  unable  to 
rely  on  the  church  to  support  its  own 
institutions,  tries  to  subterfuge  his  way 
through  the  meaning  of  religious 
freedom  and  church-state  separation  by 
accusing  the  nation  of  not  granting 
“equal  protection”  to  Methodist  colleges 
simply  because  the  government  does  not 
give  them  public  funds  in  one  way  or 
another.  Unbelievable!  Suppose  every 
struggling  private  enterprise  made  the 
same  preposterous  claim? 

The  bishop  describes  the  kind  of  unique 
Christian  college  we  should  have,  and  at 
the  same  time  reminds  us  that  schools 
now  supported  by  tax  funds  “may  feel 
abortive  interference  ...  of  sick  and 
demogogic  reactionism.”  Does  he  really 
think  that  any  school  supported  by  tax 
money  would  not  suffer  the  same  in¬ 
terference,  or  should?  Does  he  think 
public  funds  should  ever  be  administered 
without  public  control? 

There  are  many  schemes  and  clever 
but  irrelevant  arguments  already 
dreamed-up  by  parochial  schools  to  force 
taxpayers  to  support  religious  in¬ 
stitutions  —  worthy  though  many  are, 
as  are  most  churches  themselves  —  but 
the  bishop  should  remember  that  public 
support  of  any  private  enterprise  without 
public  control  makes  a  mockery  of  our 
freedom,  and  public  support  of  any 
private  enterprise  with  public  control 
makes  a  mockery  of  any  claim  to 

priVaCy  Virgil  A.  Kraft 

Evanston.  Illinois 
A  concrete  example 
oj  'com passion  fatigue' 

To  the  Editor: 

I  identified  readily  with  the  brief 
editorial,  “Compassion  beyond  today’s 
emotion”,  which  appeared  in  the  March  5 
issue  of  the  Reporter. 

We  have  just  received  word  from  some 
friends  in  Thailand  concerning  the 
situation  —  the  desperate  situation  of  a 
boatload  of  Vietnamese  refugees  off  the 
shore  of  Thailand. 

I  contacted  someone  at  the  American 
Embassy  recently  and  found  that  the 
Thai  government  could  not  be  persuaded 
to  admit  any  more  people.  (Their  refugee 
camps  are  filled  to  overflowing.)  So  the 
boat  will  be  loaded  with  as  much  fuel  and 
food  as  it  can  carry  —  along  with  the  29 
people  ranging  in  age  from  children  to 
the  elderly  —  and  will  be  sent  out  to  sea. 

The  world,  including  the  U.  S.  Congress  is 
going  to  stand  by  and  watch  all  this 
happen.  Where  can  an  old  fishing  boat 
take  them  on  the  high  seas? 

In  addition  to  all  this,  our  Congress 
passed  strict  and  impossible  restrictions 
on  any  further  South  Vietnamese  im¬ 
migrants  —  saying  that  if  an  immigrant 
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is  under  21,  single,  and  has  an  immediate 
relative  in  the  U.  S.,  then  he  may  be 
admitted.  I  feel  that  it  is  out  of  our  hands, 
except  to  write  to  newspapers  or 
Congressmen. 

Well,  of  course,  this  is  only  one  of  the 
many  times  when  the  people  of  the  richer 
nations  of  the  world  have  shown  symp¬ 
toms  of  “compassion  fatigue.”  But  how 
ironic  that  our  government  spent  billions 
of  dollars  and  offered  many  young  lives 
in  Vietnam,  then  made  a  great  “show"  of 
compassion  by  that  ill-fated  airlift  of 
refugees  —  yet  it  cannot  go  just  a  little 
bit  further  and  make  sure  the  refugees  do 
indeed  find  refuge. 

I  realize  that  the  U.  S.  is  in  financial 
difficulty,  but  still,  the  majority  of  our 
citizens  are  enjoying  a  prosperity  that 
most  people  of  the  world  never  dream  of 
enjoying. 

Is  there  a  reader  of  the  Reporter  who 
knows  any  way  that  the  people  on  that 
particular  boat  can  be  helped? 

JuneE.  Hart 
Birchtree,  Missouri 

We've  been  brainwashed 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  amazing  indeed  how  thoroughly 
the  huge  military-industrial  complex  has 
brainwashed  our  citizens.  This  has  been 
done  precisely  as  did  the  Pharisees  and 
Scribes  in  Christ’s  time. 

Back  in  1932  one  of  Hitler’s  aides  asked 
him  why  he  (Hitler)  believed  in  a  com¬ 
munist  danger.  At  this  particular  time 
the  Nazi  Party  was  not  doing  very  well  at 
the  polls.  Hitler’s  answer  was:  “I  am  not 
so  stupid  as  to  believe  in  a  communist 
threat  myself.  But  '  without  making 
propaganda  about  the  danger,  we  will  not 
get  into  power,  and  without  taking  over 
supreme  power  in  the  state,  we  will  not 
be  able  to  rearm.  There  is  no  other 
remedy  to  overcome  the  economic  crisis 


Welcome  to  readers  of 
four,  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  eight  congre¬ 
gates  begin  a  total  of  four  new 
TM/  UMR  local  church  editions, 
whereby  local  church  news  is  com¬ 
bined  each  week  with  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  general  church  news 
and  mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  new  editions  and  their  cir¬ 
culations  are:  the  New  McKendree 
UMC  in  Jackson,  Missouri  (Missouri 
East  Conference),  700;  Clark  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC,  Nashville,  Tennessee 
(Tennessee  Conference),  300;  Uni¬ 
versity  UMC,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas 
(North  Texas  Conference),  300;  and 
the  Leon-Wakulla  Larger  Parish, 
Crawfordville,  Florida  (Florida 
Conference),  250.  The  latter  Parish 
includes  the  Crawfordville,  Panace- 
a,  Sopchoppy,  Wakulla  and  Wood- 
ville  congregations. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  con¬ 
gregations,  we  say  "Welcome.’’ 
We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/  UMR  edition  informative,  and 
that  you  will  join  our  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  via  “Letters 
to  the  Editor.” 


than  by  spreading  fear  of  communism. 
We  can  only  get  popular  support  by 
pointing  to  a  communist  danger.” 

Mr.  Peters  criticism  of  Bishop  Wash¬ 
burn  in  your  March  12  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  is  typical  of  the  gullibility  of  the 
American  public  to  this  universal 
brainwashing  of  the  whole  world  by  the 
military.  Not  only  is  this  done  in  the  U.  S., 
but  in  just  about  every  country  in  the 
WOr^  John  U.  Morris 

Oswego,  New  York 

Thanks  for  'My  Witness' 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  happy  to  see  that  your  paper 
now  has  a  place  for  individual  Christian 
witness.  Neither  “Here  I  Stand”  nor 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  were  suitable, 
being  restricted,  selected  or  censored. 
Keep  improving! 

There  is  great  need  in  the  church,  not 
only  for  a  “perfect”  newspaper,  but  for  a 
medium  where  each  of  us  can  “go  and 
tell”  the  wonderful  things  God  has  done 
for  us  (in  our  time  —  the  only  time  we 
have).  Every  Christian  in  our  church, 
affluent,  learned  or  ignorant  now  has 
some  place  to  make  his  or  her  voice 
heard  for  His  Name  Sake. 

Norma  W.  F.  Hall 
Oakdale,  California 

Pray  for  our  delegates 

To  the  Editor: 

As  we  approach  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences,  I  believe  it  is 
imperative  that  we  United  Methodist 
Chrisitans  begin  to  uphold  our  delegates 
in  prayer  that  they  might  be  undergirded 
with  our  support  and  God’s  wisdom 
during  these  conferences.  We  are 
dangerously  close  today  to  becoming  a 
denomination  that  has  evolved  into  that 
which  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ 
warned  us  about:  “Having  a  form  of 
Godliness  but  lacking  the  power 
thereof.” 

Our  responsibility  to  God  is  “obedience 
and  not  sacrifice”,  for  sacrifice  without 
obedience  to  God’s  direction  is  just  a 
man-made  attempt  at  appeasing  God  for 
our  human  nature.  As  our  delegates, 
clergy  and  laity  have  allowed  themselves 
to  be  selected  for  this  responsibility  to 
see  that  God’s  plan  for  our  church  body  is 
adopted  in  “obedience”  to  His  guidance, 
we  who  have  selected  them  must  not 
abandon  them  from  our  prayers. 

As  a  denomination,  we  have  grown  to 
the  level  of  sophistication  and  organiza¬ 
tion  that  we  are  in  severe  danger  of  pa- 
ralling  Judaism  two  thousand  years  ago 
when  they  were  so  “religious”  and 
committed  to  “sacrifice”  and  “power” 
that  they  crucified  God’s  only  Son. 

If  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  deluded  into 
thinking  that  we  can  get  away  with  our 
present  “easy  grace,"  we  are  mistaken. 

Today  God  is  continuing  to  call  us  to 
obedience,  to  search  His  Word  and  listen 
to  His  voice  so  that  He  might  bring  to 
pass  through  us,  in  Christ,  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  souls  and  lives.  Pray  for  our 
delegates  that  they,  too,  might  know 
God’s  will  and  have  the  courage  and  faith 
to  obey  Him.  Donald  E.  Lees 

Indialantic,  Florida 


that  the  statement  is  questionable 
because  as  many  as  48%  of  the  delegates 
oppose  it. 

More  careful  consideration  likely 

4.  A  resolution  or  statement  is  likely  to 
be  more  carefully  considered  by  the 
General  Conference  if  a  two-thirds  vote  is 
required.  Instead  of  merely  putting  the 
matter  before  the  Conference  for  a  vote, 
the  proponents  will  have  to  draft  the 
proposal  more  carefully  and  make  a 
genuine  effort  to  reconcile  divergent 
views.  The  result  will  probably  be 
sounder  as  well  as  more  acceptable  to 
United  Methodists  generally. 

5.  Whenever  a  statement  or  resolution 
on  matters  concerning  doctrine,  morals, 
or  public  policy  is  adopted  over  the  op¬ 
position  of  more  than  a  third  of  the 
delegates  voting,  some  of  the  minority 
delegates,  and  many  United  Methodists 
who  agree  with  them,  will  experience  a 
sense  of  alienation  from  the  church  in 
that  they  will  feel  that  their  views  have 
been  disregarded  or  ignored  and  that  the 
church  leaders  differ  with  them  on 
matters  of  fundamental  importance. 
Consequently,  such  a  statement  or 
resolution  will  tend  to  impair  the  loyalty 
of  members  the  church  looks  to  for 
support  and  will  tend  to  weaken  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  church  among  many 
persons  it  seeks  to  serve. 

Effective  leadership 

requires  consensus 

6.  On  issues  concerning  which  the 
General  Conference  feels  its  respon¬ 
sibility  to  assume  a  position  of  leader¬ 
ship,  rather  than  to  express  the 
prevailing  opinion,  such  leadership  can 
be  effective  only  if  a  consensus  of  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  delegates  is  attained 
after  full  consideration  of  minority 
views. 

7.  A  rule  requiring  a  two-thirds  vote  on 
matters  concerning  which  consensus  is 
more  than  ordinarily  important  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  practice  of  various  other 
bodies  in  a  democratic  society.  Jury 
verdicts,  which  have  traditionally 
required  unanimity,  still  must  have 


unanimity  in  felony  cases,  and  in  other 
cases  no  state  requires  less  than  nine  out 
of  twelve.  Senate  ratification  of  treaties 
and  Senate  confirmation  of  presidential 
appointments  require  a  two-thirds  vote. 
The  rationale  is  that  in  these  matters,  the 
views  of  the  minority  must  be  respected 
and  considered,  and  that  the  decision  is 
questionable  unless  a  consensus  can  be 
obtained. 

8.  Historically,  church  councils  since 
New  Testament  times  have  required  a 
high  level  of  consensus  of  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  participants  before  con¬ 
sidering  an  issue  mature  for  decision  in 
matters  of  doctrine,  morals,  and  the 
church’s  relation  to  secular  society.  Such 
a  consensus  has  long  been  taken  as  a  sign 
of  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  By  the 
same  token,  the  absence  of  such  a  con¬ 
sensus  should  prompt  the  delegates  to 
seek  further  guidance. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Judge 
Clarence  A.  Guittard,  is  a  member  of  the 
Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas  and 
a  delegate  to  the  1976  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Reprints  of  articles  on 

General  Conference 
issues  now  available 

Reprints  of  the  TM/UMR  series  of  fif¬ 
teen  articles  on  “Major  Issues  Facing  the 
1976  General  Conference  are  now  avail¬ 
able  in  booklet  form  at  the  request  of  a 
number  of  readers. 

Either  single  copies  or  quantities  for 
use  in  group  discussion  may  be  ordered 
at  the  following  rates:  one  copy,  50  cents; 
three  copies  for  $1.00;  10-25  copies,  25 
cents  each ;  26  or  more,  20  cents  each. 

For  return  shipping  the  same  day  your 
order  is  received,  send  to:  REPRINTS, 
TM/UMR,  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


General  Conference  results 
hinge  on  four  questions 


By  FINIS  A.  CRUTCHFIELD 

Concerned  Methodists  are  wondering 
what  will  come  ouf  of  the  approaching 
General  Conference  in  Portland.  Since  a 
majority  of  delegates  are  new,  having 
never  attended  a  General  Conference 
prior  to  this  one,  the  outcome  cannot  be 
predicted. 

There  are  thousands  of  petitions  — 
proposed  pieces  of  legislation  that  have 
to' be  sifted  and  classified,  amended  or 
rejected  —  but  underlying  all  of  these 
are  certain  basic  ideas  that  will  deter¬ 
mine  the  result.  I  feel  that  everything  at 
Portland  hinges  on  four  questions. 

First,  will  the  delegates  truly  represent 
the  whole  church?  Comment:  Will  the 
conference  seek  to  reflect  the  faith  of  the 
vast  body  of  United  Methodists  who  go  to 
church,  pray  each  day,  pay  the  bills, 
don’t  always  bother  with  the  endless  little 
committees  that  interconnect  the 
church’s  functioning,  never  answer  the 
questionnaires,  but  who  at  the  same  time 
try  to  live  out  a  biblically  grounded  life  as 
Christians?  Or  will  the  conference 
become  the  mouthpiece  of  highly  vocal, 
well-organized  pressure  groups? 

Second,  will  the  delegates  reflect 
awareness  of  recent  changes  in  the 
spiritual  climate  of  the  church,  or  will 
they  be  shackel  to  conditions,  per¬ 
ceptions,  and  issues  that  seemed  regnant 
two  to  five  years  ago?  Comment:  During 
the  past  twelve  months  there  has  been  a 
spiritual  awakening  in  the  life  of  our 
denomination;  it  is  an  awakening  that 
has  emphasized  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ  but  without  losing  any  emphasis 
on  a  Christian’s  responsibility  to  society. 
It  is  a  broad  Wesleyan  emphasis.  Will  the 
conference  be  cognizant  of  this  and 
reflect  the  same? 

Third,  will  the  church  henceforth  be 


held  together  by  sound  ecclesiological 
understandings?  Comment:  Methodist 
ecclesiology  has  heretofore  been  rooted 
in  the  responsible  stream  of  Western 
theological  thought  with  Wesleyan 
enrichment  of  Anglican  antecedents.  Will 
the  conference  respond  to  this  as  its  valid 
frame  of  reference? 

Fourth,  does  the  conference  want  a 
viable  episcopacy,  and  does  it  trust  its 
bishops?  Comment:  Over  the  past  three 
General  Conferences  the  power, 
authority,  and  leadership  of  the 
episcopacy  has  been  whittled  away, 
pared  down,  and  in  some  areas 
eliminated.  Anti-establishment  feelings, 
dominant  in  our  society,  have  been  ef¬ 
fectively  felt  in  the  episcopal  government 
of  our  church.  If  the  process  continues, 
episcopacy  will  cease  to  be  a  viable 
force.  Today  collegiality  is  the  episcopal 
style  (I  heartily  approve;)  ac¬ 
countability  is  heavily  written  into  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  bishop’s 
office;  limitations  have  been  set  upon  the 
bishop’s  appointment-making  respon¬ 
sibility;  ipany  other  former  functions  of 
episcopacy  have  been  distributed  among 
boards  and  agencies.  All  of  this  may  be 
good,  but  the  imposition  of  further 
restrictions  and  the  continued  reduction 
of  episcopal  function  may  mean  the  final 
elimination  of  the  bishop’s  office  as  an 
effective  Instrument.  Actually,  what  the 
conference  will  be  voting  upon  is  whether 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  to  con¬ 
tinue  viable  episcopacy  and  if  so, 
whether  the  bishops  are  to  be  trusted. 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  is  resident  bishop 
of  the  UMC's  Louisiana  Area.  The 
foregoing  analysis  is  reprinted  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  edition  of 
TM-UMR. 


TM/UMR  invites  you  to  take  a 

GRAND  TOUR  OF  EUROPE 

With  an  optional  visit  to  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  in  Dublin,  Ireland 

August  10-27  and  August  27-31,  1976 

Sponsored  by 

The  Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter 

TOUR  LEADER 

Dr.  Ted  Richardson,  Superintendent  of  the  UMC’s  San 
Antonio  District,  and  Chairman  of  TM/  UMR’s  governing 
board 


For  brochure  and 
further  informa¬ 
tion,  write:  TM/ 
UMR  Group  Tour, 
P.O.  Box  1076,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75221. 
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HUGO,  Okla.  —  Ken  and  Gail  Brown  combine  the  ancient  talents 
flourishing  studio  here. 
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of  calligraphy  and  creative  illustration  in  a 
STUDIO  OF  CALLIGRAPHIC  ART  PHOTO 


Calligraphy  holds  its  ground 


By  MARTHA  WHYTE 
Staff  Writer 

HUGO,  Okla.  —  Nestled  here  away  from  the  clanging  of 
typewriters  and  the  shrill  sounds  of  high-speed  printing 
presses,  the  ancient  art  of  elegant  penmanship,  known  as 
calligraphy,  flourishes. 

Ken  and  Gail  Brown,  a  United  Methodist  couple,  are  the 
preservers  of  this  personal  touch  in  hand  lettering  and  art¬ 
work  at  their  studio  here.  Ken  is  one  of  200  calligraphers  in 
the  country.  He  and  his  wife  have  a  unique  business  with 
their  combined  talents  of  penmanship  and  creative 
illustrations. 

Equipped  with  India  ink,  a  few  quill  pens  and  a  penchant 
for  designing  letters,  Ken  turned  his  hobby  into  a  full 
time  business  with  the  Ken  Brown  Studio  of  Calligraphic  Art 
almost  four  years  ago. 

Their  work  ranges  from  lettering  poems,  quotations  and 
religious  pieces  on  richly  textured  antique  parchment  paper 
in  tones  of  brown  to  creating  decorative  paper  and  designing 
fireable  decals  for  pottery. 


“The  first  work  my  wife  and  I  did  was  lettering  prayers," 
Ken  said.  “Forty  to  50  percent  of  our  work  is  of  a  religious 
nature  now,  but  we’ve  branched  out  into  reproducing 
philosophical  and  humorous  works." 

Calligraphy  today  is  a  luxury,  but  from  the  early  decades 
of  the  Roman  Empire  until  the  15th  century,  it  was  a 
necessary  means  in  the  production  of  books.  Production 
changed  with  Gutenberg’s  invention  of  moveable  type  and 
mechanical  printing  press  invented  in  1440. 

Instruments  such  as  split  reeds  and  goose  quills  were  used 
to  write  on  various  types  of  parchment  and  papyrus.  Today, 
Ken  uses  precision  pens,  scientifically  formulated  ink  and 
highly  refined  papers.  He  uses  a  fully  counter  balanced 
drafting  table  and  machine  for  layout. 

Gail  had  a  few  elementary  art  lessons  after  high  school,  but 
like  her  husband  she  developed  her  artwork  through  ex¬ 
perience.  She  uses  pen  and  ink  for  illumination,  an  intricate 
penwork  often  used  on  borders  and  decorative  first  letters. 

Ken  said  that  no  matter  how  many  new  printing  techniques 
are  discovered,  the  art  of  calligraphy  still  holds  its  ground 
and  continues  to  become  more  popular. 


How  UMC  joins  coalitions 

Church  role  in  three  groups  explained 


General  Conference  to  decide 

Sexuality  controversy  expected 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  meets  in  Portland.  Ore.,  Apr.  27- 
May  8.  The  following  is  the  fifteenth  and 
last  in  a  series  of  articles  in  which 
TM/  UMR  summarizes  a  major  issue  to 
face  the  delegates. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Human  sexuality  in  general  and 
homosexuality,  in  particular,  have  all  the 
marks  of  an  issue  that  will  create  a  first- 
class  headache  for  General  Conference 
delegates  later  this  month  in  Portland. 

The  headache  will  probably  result 
from  equal  parts  of  trying  to  decide  on 
specific  proposals  and  of  trying  to  read 
between  the  lines. 

While  the  ordination  of  homosexuals  is 
not  being  proposed  by  any  church  unit, 
including  the  Gay  Caucus,  recommended 
revisions  in  the  church’s  “Social  Prin¬ 
ciples"  are  suspected  in  some  quarters  of 
“opening  thd  dbor  to  (the  future)  or¬ 
dination  of  homosexuals"  and  their 
general  acceptance  into  the  life  of  the 
church . 

Arguments  against  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals  cited  bv  both  the  Council  of 


Bishops  and  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  rest  heavily  on  present  wording 
in  the  “Social  Principles.” 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
(BCS)  and  several  other  units  are 
recommending  deletion  of  the  sentence 
which  says  “We  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  consider 
this  practice  imcompatible  with 
Christian  teaching,"  and  addition  of  a 
new  sentence  which  ways  "We  welcome 
all  persons  regardless  of  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  into  the  fellowship  and  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  United  Methodist  Church; 
and,  we  insist  that  all  persons  are  en¬ 
titled  to  have  their  human  and  civil  rights 
insured.” 

Another  headache  facing  the  delegates 
revolves  around  the  proposals  for  a 
church-wide  study  of  human  sexuality 
coming  from  a  half-dozen  denomi¬ 
national  units  with  price  tags  ranging 
from  $58,000  to  $320,000  for  the  next  four 
years. 

Basic  to  the  discussion  of  study  is 
whether  the  church  should  bother  with  it 
at  all  in  light  of  a  demanding  agenda  on 
other  fronts.  Supporters  of  the  study  say 
it  is  basic  to  understanding  other  crises. 


At  Scarritt  College 

U.M.  School  opens 
door  to  gospel  music 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Do  the  names  of  Bill 
Gaither,  Ron  Huff,  Don  Marsh  and 
Derrick  Johnson  bring  the  sound  of 
music  to  your  ears? 

They  are  among  the  biggest  names  in 
gospel  music  —  composers,  arrangers 
and  performers,  They  led  a  church 
musicians  workshop  at  Scarritt  College 
here  Apr.  1-3  —  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind 
under  United  Methodist  sponsorship. 

Meeting  in  Wightman  Chapel  on  the 
United  Methodist  campus,  the  first  an¬ 
nual  Wightman  Meetings  brought 
together  150  choir  directors  and 
musicians  from  a  half-dozen  different 
denominations  in  a  seven  state  area. 
They  read  through  new  music  and  picked 
up  skills  in  workshops  on  conducting, 
creative  worship,  graded  choirs  and 
orchestra. 

Perhaps  even  more  significant  for 
United  Methodist  was  the  open 
acknowledgement  that  gospel  music  has 
a  definite  place  in  the  church’s  reper- 
torie. 

Dr.  Carleton  Young,  head  of  the  music 
department  at  Scarritt  and  editor  of  the 
United  Methodist  hymnal,  confirmed  this 
significance.  “In  a  pluralistic  church  like 
ours,"  he  said,  "we  surely  have  room  for 
this  kind  of  music.  And  as  a  college, 
Scarritt  must  have  all  styles  visible  for 
students  to  consider.  That  is  one  of 
reasons  we  sponsored  the  workshop. 

“This  style  of  gospel  music  has  a  future 
in  the  church,"  he  told  TM/  UMR.  “It 
carries  a  warmth  and  hooks  the  emotions 
of  people.  The  church  has  a  stake  in 
emotions  and  we  church  musicians  had 
better  recognize  that." 

The  style  Dr.  Young  refers  to  was 
represented  by  the  music  of  the  largest 
gospel  music  publishers  in  the  city,  the 
John  T.  Benson  Company,  which  co¬ 
sponsored  the  event  with  Scarritt 
College. 

Asking  persons  to  describe  this  style, 
TM/  UMR  heard  some  musicians  call  it 
“contemporary"  gospel  or  “popular” 
gospel.  Many  numbers  had  an  eight- 
track  stereo  orchestral  accompaniment 
that  brought  a  “big"  and  “modern” 
sound  to  the  music.  “That’s  what  youth 
hear  when  they  listen  to  the  radio  today," 
Said  one  musician  who  uses  tapes  in  his 
performances  in  churches. 

“They've  got  it,"  said  Dr.  Young.  “I 
believe  Bensons  are  among  the  best  in 
the  gospel  music  business.  They  seem  to 


be  able  to  translate  a  genuine  pastoral 
concern  into  the  feeling  tone  of  their 
music.” 

John  Benson  HI,  an  executive  in  the 
company,  told  TM/  UMR  that  the  firm 
wants  its  music  to  have  a  warmth  that 
touches  people.  “We  try  to  meet  needs  in 
people’s  lives,”  he  said.  “Our  music 
deals  with  people’s  emotions  and  their 
problems. 

“Sometimes  the  gospel  music  of  the 
past  has  stressed  too  much  the  second 
coming  of  Christ,”  he  said.  “Yet  few  of  us 
want  to  load  up  and  go  tomorrow. 
Everyone  of  us,  though,  has  problems 
today  and  tomorrow.  The  message  of 
Christ  is  hope;  that’s  what  we  want  to 
offer  through  our  music.” 

Mr.  Benson  teaches  a  church  school 
class  at  the  Hendersonville  UMC  and  has 
for  nearly  15  years.  His  grandfather 
started  the  publishing  business  in  1902 
and  his  father  continued  it.  He  and  his 
Nazarene  preacher-brother,  Bob,  are 
third  generation  owners.  Presently  the 
firm  is  building  a  $1.2  million  three-story 
building  to  headquarter  their  warehouse, 
recording  studio  and  executive  offices. 
The  company  did  $8  million  worth  of 
business  last  year  in  records,  eight-track 
tapes  and  cassetts,  sheet  music  folios  and 
a  line  of  prose  and  poetry  books.  Twenty  - 
five  top-name  gospel  and  religious  artists 
publish  under  their  two  recording  labels. 

People  want  to  sing  about  Christ  and 
their  faith,  Mr.  Benson  said.  “I  am  not  a 
musician  but  I  know  what  fills  my  heart 
and  makes  me  feel  good,  clean  and 
uplifted.  That’s  the  kind  of  music  we  try 
to  publish." 

Apparently  many  United  Methodist 
choir  directors  agree  with  that  concept. 
Benn  Brown,  director  at  First  UMC,  Bay 
City,  Tex.,  said  Benson’s  gospel  music 
appeals  to  a  congregation  because  “it  is 
memorable.  The  message  and  sound 
hang  with  you." 

Ms.  Sharon  Combs,  director,  and  Ms. 
Gene  T.  Hendren,  musician  from  the 
UMC  in  Pembroke,  Ky.,  told  TM/  UMR 
they  sing  lots  of  Benson’s  music  because 
“the  songs  warm  people’s  hearts.” 

The  average  United  Methodist  position 
may  have  been  summarized  by  Terry 
Lundgren,  director  at  the  UMC  of 
Berryhill,  Ark.:  “Our  churches  get  too 
staid  and  liturgical.  We  need  variety, 
some  warm  and  personal  music.  That  is 
why  I  mix  in  gospel  —  but  I’m  not  about 
to  throw  away  my  Bach  and  Beethoven.” 


“While  human  sexuality  does  not  rest 
in  importance  alongside  such  issues  as 
world  hunger,  overpopulation,  racism 
and  sexism,  any  attempt  to  approach 
these  problems  without  first  considering 
the  impact  of  human  sexuality  would  be 
logistical  folly,”  says  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
statement.  For  example,  said  the  Rev. 
Bill  Barney,  UMCYM  task  force  con¬ 
venor,  Burlington,  Vt.,  “a  study  of 
human  sexuality  could  help  persons 
understand  their  racism,  which  is  often 
based  on  the  fear  of  race  mixing.  Fur¬ 
ther,  overpopulation,  world  hunger  and 
sexism  are  problems  closely  related  to 
culturally  based  patterns  of  sexual 
behavior.” 

If  delegates  decide  to  say  “yes”  to  a 
study,  that  is  only  the  beginning  of  a 
string  of  decisions.  Next,  they  will  have 
to  decide  not  only  how  much  study  to  buy 
between  1977  and  1980  but  also  the 
primary  purpose  for  the  study. 

Proposals  range  from  a  narrower 
“study  of  maleness  and  femaleness 
within  the  context  of  the  family”  to  the 
broader  “understanding  human  sexual¬ 
ity  in  the  light  of  the  Christian  faith." 

Then,  who  should  do  it  ?  Primarily  staff 
persons  of  the  program  agencies  or 
theologians  or  church  members  or  social 
science  “experts"?  Should  homosexuals 
be  included  or  excluded  and  how  many  of 
them? 

Another  decision  is  whether  a  special 
“commission”  accountable  only  to  the 
General  Conference  should  do  the  study, 
or  a  “task  force”  accountable  to  the 
General  Council  of  Ministries. 

Then,  what  should  happen  to  the  find¬ 
ings  of  the  study?  Should  they  be 
referred  to  every  level  of  the  church  for 
study  after  two  years  of  basic  research? 
Or  should  the  findings  and  recom¬ 
mendations  go  directly  to  the  1980 
General  Conference  for  next  steps  at  the 
end  of  the  four-year  period? 

And,  of  course,  endless  options  and 
compromises  are  possible  between  the 
proposals  coming  to  delegates  from  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women,  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  the  interagency  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Family  Life,  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  “Good  News”  and  hundreds 
of  petitions  from  local  churches  and 
church  members. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

When  a  United  Methodist  asks  “How 
does  my  church  become  an  ‘official 
member’  of  one  of  those  coalitions  or 
lobby  groups?,”  what  will  the  answers 
be? 

TM/  UMR  asked  that  question  of 
board  members  and  staff  persons  in  the 
church  agencies  most  frequently  in¬ 
volved  in  controversial  coalitions:  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  (BCS)  and 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries, 

This  is  what  they  said: 

•  Most  involvement  is  staff  initiated. 

•  Board  members  occasionally 
mandate  staff  to  work  on  specific  issues. 

•  Participation  is  “always ’Abased  on 
either  the  church’s  “Social  Principles,"  a 
General  Conference  approved  resolution 
or  a  specific  agency  policy. 

•  Board  members  do  not  always  vote 
on  participation  when  a  coalition’s 
purpose  is  “clearly"  in  accord  with 
church  statements. 

•  Agency  involvement  in  coalitions 
was  reaffirmed  by  the  November  1974 
ruling  of  the  Judicial  Council,  the 
church’s  “supreme  court.” 

•  Representation  by  either  U.M.  board 
or  staff  members  at  the  national  policy¬ 
making  level  is  “a  must.” 

•  Any  financial  involvement,  i.e.  office 
space,  staff  time,  contributions,  must  be 
approved  by  the  agency. 

How  do  these  “informal  guidelines” 
work  in  practice  since  neither  agency  has 
ever  adopted  a  specific  set  of 
procedures?  A  review  of  how  the  United 
Methodist  Church  came  to  be  identified 
with  three  current  coalitions  sheds  some 
light. 

Religious  Coalition  on  Abortion 
Rights  [RCAR] 

RCAR,  the  coalition  “to  encourage  and 
coordinate  support  for  safeguarding  the 
legal  option  of  abortion"  is  “almost  a 
department”  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  according  to  Dr.  Dudley  Ward, 
board  general  secretary.  RCAR  is 
housed  in  the  Washington,  D.C.  offices  of 
the  board  and  administered  coopera- 
ively  by  the  board’s  division  of  general 
welfare  and  department  of  population 

Dr.  Ward  said  “a  principal  relation¬ 
ship"  to  RCAR  was  clearly  mandated 
within  the  work  of  the  general  welfare 
division  because  of  the  “Social  Prin¬ 
ciples”  statement  adopted  in  1972  on 
abortion. 

Ms.  Jessma  Blockwick,  director  of  the 
population  Department,  said  that  what 
began  as  informal,  cooperative  edu¬ 
cational  efforts  between  denominations 
following  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
decision  were  “structured"  when  “a 
strong  push  for  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  prohibiting  abortion  developed  in 
the  wake  of  the  court  ruling.” 

In  Ji3y,  1973,  Dr.  Grover  Bagby, 
executive  of  the  division  of  general 
welfare,  first  sought  the  approval  of  the 
five-member  division  executive  com- 


‘ Thin-a-thonf  new 
Lenten  challenge 

ROCKVILLE,  MD.  —  Lose  a  pound 
and  contribute  a  dollar  to  the  cause  of 
world  hunger. 

That’s  the  proposition  put  to  his 
congregation  by  the  Rev.  Kenneth  S. 
Jones,  pastor  of  the  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  here. 

Needing  to  lose  weight  himself,  he 
hit  upon  world  hunger  as  a  sufficient 
incentive  for  a  disciplined  program  in 
trimming  down  during  the  Lenten 
season. 

He  has  invited  his  congregation  to 
join  in  what  he  calls  a  “Thin-A-Thon". 

“Let  each  of  us  sdlicit  $1  per  pound 
for  each  pound  we  can  lose  during 
Lent,  the  Lenten  offering  being  the 
beneficiary  of  our  efforts.  You  can  get 
this  kind  of  money  from  bridge 
friends,  from  your  mother-in-law  or 
from  your  spouse.  If  one  thousand  of 
us  were  to  lose  10  pounds  each,  that 
would  be  $10,000  for  the  offering.” 


the  church  today 


James  Kirby  named  dean  of 
Drew  U.  theological  school 

MADISON,  N.J. 
(RNS)  —  Dr.  James 
Kirby  Jr.,  42,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  human¬ 
istic  studies  school 
at  Oklahoma  State 
University,  is  the 
new  dean  of  United 
Methodism’s  Drew 
University  theolog¬ 
ical  school,  effec- 
James  Kirby  HveJulyl. 

The  Texas  native  also  will  be  professor 
of  church  history  at  Drew.  He  succeeds 
Pieter  de  Jong,  who  returns  to  full-time 
teaching  at  Drew  as  professor  of 
systematic  theology. 

Drew’s  theological  school  dates  from 
1866.  Its  alumni  include  about  25  bishops 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Caucus  calls  for  election 
of  an  Hispanic  bishop 

CHICAGO  —  The  National  Hispanic 
Staff  Caucus  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  called  for  the  election  of  “at  least 
one  Hispanic  bishop  in  1976”  at  a  March 
meeting  here. 

Directing  the  call  to  the  jurisdictional 
conferences  which  will  elect  bishops  in 
July,  the  caucus  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  a  "sister  Christian  body" 


(Roman  Catholic)  now  has  “five 
Hispanic  bishops." 

The  resolution  was  directed  par¬ 
ticularly  to  jurisdictions  that  have  large 
Hispanic  populations  in  their  midst. 
“Justice  and  fair  play  demand  that  this 
become  a  reality  in  this  Bicentennial 
Year,"  the  caucus  statement  said. 

UM  building  on  Capitol  Hill 
offering  Bicentennial  services 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  -  With 
this  city  expecting  millions  more  visitors 
than  usual  this  year,  the  United 
Methodist  Building  on  Capitol  Hill  is 
preparing  to  extend  special  services  for 
the  U.S.  Bicentennial. 

At  100  Maryland  Ave.,  Northeast,  the 
building  is  on  the  only  non-federal 
property  fronting  the  Capitol  plaza,  and 
it  houses  the  public  affairs  offices  of 
several  other  denominations  and  inter¬ 
denominational  agencies.  During  its  52- 
year  history,  the  structure  has  been  a 
center  of  Methodist  concern  in  such 
areas  as  alcohol,  race  relations,  peace, 
church-state  affairs,  welfare,  gambling, 
civil  liberties  and  human  rights. 

The  Bicentennial  services  planned  at 
the  building  include  displays  and  audio¬ 
visuals  on  the  theme  “Thy  Kingdom 
Come  —  A  Religious  View  of  the 
Bicentennial”;  limited  briefings  on 
Congressional  issues,  if  arranged 
beforehand;  a  chapel  for  meditation;  and 
aid  to  visitors  with  information  and 
directions. 


mittee.  By  mail  vote,  the  committee 
unanimously  approved  “an  abortion 
education  and  action  project  to  be  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  division  and  funded 
from  monies  and  sources  outside  of  the 
Board... with  policy  direction  to  be  given 
through  a  representative  interdenomi¬ 
national  and  interfaith  committee.” 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
really  responsible  for  RCAR,”  Ms. 
Blockwick  told  TM/UMR.  It  was  a 
“prime  mover”  in  establishing  the 
coalition  and  it  retains  veto  power  if 
RCAR  should  try  to  do  anything  outside 
of  the  General  Conference  position. 
Resources  and  mailings  originate  in  her 
office,  she  said,  and  include  legislative 
alert  mailings  called  “RCAR  Dispatch" 
as  well  as  a  newsletter  called  "Options.” 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  board 
president,  has  testified  before  Congress 
on  behalf  of  RCAR  and  has  become  an 
unofficial  spokesperson  “because  he  is 
very  concerned  and  very  articulate,” 
Ms.  Blockwick  said. 

Although  no  direct  funding  for  RCAR 
comes  from  the  board,  its  “Financial 
Support  Program"  has  raised  ap¬ 
proximately  $474,000  in  private  monies 
for  the  coalition  between  1973  and  1975. 

World  peace  division  president,  the 
Rev.  McKinnon  White,  Springfield, 
Mass.,  told  TM/  UMR  that  “RCAR,  in 
my  opinion,  is  within  the  guidelines  set 
by  General  Conference  because  it  is  not 
advocating  abortion.  It  is  advocating  the 
freedom  of  women  to  make  a  decision 
and  the  right  for  abortion  to  be  available. 

If  the  coalition  were  to  advocate  abor¬ 
tion,  we  could  not  be  a  part  of  it." 
Equal  Rights  Amendment 
When  the  1972  General  Conference 
commended  the  Congress  for  its  passage 
of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA), 
and  urged  “all  United  Methodists”  to 
work  toward  ratification  in  their 
respective  states,  both  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  United  Methodist 
Women/  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  went  into  action. 

December  1973  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  joint  action  education  project  be¬ 
tween  the  two  agencies  with  Ms.  Nancy 
Fifield  McConnell  as  part-time  staff. 
United  Methodist  Women  provide 
program  money  and  BCS  provides  Ms. 
McConnell’s  salary. 

Ms.  McConnell  said  that  “shocking 
defeats  for  ERA”  in  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  last  fall  provided  the  impetus  for 
organization  of  the  Religious  Committee 
for  ERA.  The  17-unit  interfaith, 
ecumenical  coalition  publicly  announced 
its  formation  in  January  1976. 

Countering  the  “misinformation  and 
fear  cultivated  by  ERA  opponents  among 
religious  people”  is  the  unique  focus  of 
the  new  coalition,  Ms.  McConnell  said. 
She  heads  the  strategy  task  force,  but 
administrative  responsibility  for  the 
coalition  resides  in  the  offices  of  Church 
Women  United. 

The  Women’s  Division  decided  in 
March  to  put  $24,000  into  the  1976-77  drive 
for  ratification  in  38  states  with  half  the 
money  going  to  the  Religious  Committee 
for  ERA  and  the  other  to  a  new  coalition 
called  ERAmerica,  which  is  focusing  on 
state-bv-state  organization. 

National  Coalition  to  Ban 
Handguns  [NCBH] 

“When  an  issue  is  ripe  for  action,  staff 
have  responsibility  to  let  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  know  and  ask  for  the 
go-ahead,”  J.  Elliott  Corbett,  director  of 
the  BCS  department  of  church- 
government  relations  told  TM/  UMR.  He 
is  also  the  founder  and  chairman  of  the 
National  Coalition  to  Ban  Handguns 
(NCBH). 

In  Oct.  1974  the  board  decided  to  help 
initiate  a  coalition  to  ban  handguns 
because  there  was  new  interest  in  the 
Congress,  Mr.  Corbett  said.  No  funding 
was  authorized  from  the  board’s  budget, 
but  the  division  of  human  relations 
agreed  to  allocate  over  half  of  Mr. 
Corbett’s  time  to  the  project.  In  addition, 
one  office  is  used  regularly  by  the  NCBH 
in  the  Washington,  D.C.  agency 
headquarters  and  the  board  handles 
coalition  funds. 

Board  of  Church  and  Society  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  NCBH  is  based  on  a 
General  Conference  resolution  on 
“Crime  Prevention”  which  includes  a 
call  for  “tightening  of  legal  control  over 
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citizen  ownership  of  firearms  or  of 
guns.” 

While  there  is  little  direct  commitment 
of  general  church  monies  to  any  of  these 
coalitions  at  the  present  time,  they  are 
only  three  of  literally  dozens  of  coalition 
relationships  engaged  in  by  church 
agencies.  Ms.  Blockwick  pointed  out  that 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  “usually 
makes  a  ‘token’  contribution  ranging 
from  $500  to  as  much  as  $2,000.  Our 
primary  contribution  is  the  donation  of 
staff  time.” 

What  is  the  value  of  coalitions? 

Dr.  Ward:  “They  are  a  unique  way  to 
bring  secular,  quasi-religious  and 
religious  groups  together  in  a  functioning 
relationship  which  extends  the  influence 
of  all." 

Mr.  Corbett:  “If  you  are  going  to  be 
effective,  you  have  to  be  in  a  coalition.” 

Ms.  Peggy  Billings:  women’s  division 
executive:  “The  prime  value  of 
coalitions  is  to  help  local  and  state  level 
people  locate  each  other  and  work 
together.  Coalitions  are  a  ‘strategy’  for 
maximizing  our  energy  and  resources.” 

Rev.  McKinnon  White:  BCS  board 
officer,  “Coalitions  are  a  way  to  stretch 
influence  with  fewer  dollars.” 

Right  to  food 
policy  urged 
by  coalition 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  In  one 
of  the  most  broad-based  interreligious 
appeals  ever  organized  on  a  national 
policy  issue,  27  religious  leaders  have 
urged  Congress  to  pass  a  resolution 
declaring  the  “right  of  food”  to  be  a  basic 
element  of  United  States  policy. 

Such  leaders  as  evangelist  Billy 
Graham,  and  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward, 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  appealed  to  Congress  to  adopt 
the  measure  that  was  introduced  last 
September  by  Sen.  Mark  Hatfield  (R- 
Ore.)  and  Rep.  Donald  M.  Fraser  (D- 
Minn.) 

Although  the  resolution  would  have  no 
legal  force  if  adopted,  its  supporters  feel 
that  it  would  promote  efforts  against 
hunger  that  are  more  comprehensive  and 
effective  than  those  presently  in 
operation.  The  proposed  resolution  would 
call  for  self-help  development  projects  in 
needy  countries  aimed  at  increasing  food 
production  by  the  rural  poor. 

Bread  for  the  World,  a  Christian 
citizens’  movement,  has  organized 
support  for  the  resolution  through  a 
national  letter- writing  campaign.  The 
movement  estimates  that  200,000  letters 
backing  the  measure  have  already  been 
received  by  members  of  Congress. 

In  their  appeal  to  Congress,  the  27 
religious  leaders  declared  that  “every 
man,  woman  and  child  on  earth  has  a 
right  to  a  nutritionally  adequate  diet. 
This  right  is  not  ours  to  give  or  take 
away.  It  is  fundamental  and  derives  from 
the  right  to  life  itself.  The  Declaration  of 
Independence  identifies  the  right  to  life 
as  an  inalienable  human  right  coming 
from  God,  Who  has  created  all  persons 
equal.  Without  the  food  to  sustain  life, 
that  right  is  made  meaningless.” 

They  pointed  out  that  the  resolution 
“does  not  commit  our  nation  to  massive 
food  handouts.” 


The  Methodist  “Book 
Concern”  was 
organized  the  same  year 
George  Washington 
became  president 


Yes,  187  years  ago  the  Methodist 
"Book  Concern"  was  organized  as  a 
one-man  operation  in  Philadelphia. 
Even  then,  visionary  dreamers  would 
not  have  believed  it  would  grow  into 
the  nationwide  book  concern  now 
known  as  Cokesbury. 

Since  those  early  days  of  struggle  to 
establish  a  book  service  to  Methodist 
churches,  Cokesbury  has  been  selling 
books.  Books  about  the  Bible,  his¬ 
tory,  economics,  politics,  people,  re¬ 
ligion,  animals,  the  universe, 
technology  .  .  . 

Cokesbury  has  grown  to  a  service 
stretching  across  our  nation  and 
around  the  world — a  service  that 
guarantees  prompt  attention  to  your 
book  needs;  a  service  with  6  regional 
service  centers  and  30  retail  stores;  a 
service  that  offers  you  convenience  in 
shopping  with  personal  in-store  pur¬ 
chases,  telephone  service,  and  mail 
orders! 

We  invite  you  to  grow  with  us  .  .  . 
Stop  by  Cokesbury  today. 


Cokesbury 
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Opinion  split  on  abortion  laws 

TM/UMR  survey  shows  Social  Principles’  stance  favored 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

TM/  UMR  readers  responding  to  a 
recent  “Question  Box"  survey  on 
abortion  were  almost  evenly  divided  on 
opinions  for  and  against  liberalized 
abortion  laws  mandated  by  a  Supreme 
Court  ruling  three  years  ago.  (see  “Box 
Score"  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

At  the  same  time,  however.  68  per  cent 
of  the  1,514  respondants  supported  a 
statement  on  the  subject  by  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  which  ap¬ 
proves  abortion  in  concept  and  says  a 
decision  for  such  “should  be  made  only 
after  thorough  and  thoughtful  con¬ 
sideration  by  parties  involved,  with 
medical  and  pastoral  counsel.” 

On  the  question  of  the  Supreme  Court 
ruling  —  which  prohibits  states  from 
having  laws  against  abortion  on  demand 
during  the  first  three  months  of 
pregnancy  —  45.3  per  cent  opposed  the 
ruling  and  favored  more  restrictions 
-while  45.5  per  cent  backed  the  ruling.  An 
additional  7.1  per  cent  disagreed  with  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  on  the  basis  that 
it  is  too  restrictive. 

Slightly  more  than  half  (52.4%  of  the 
persons  responding  said  they  do  not  favor 
an  amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  to 
protect  the  “human  rights"  of  an  unborn 
fetus,  while  40.1  per  cent  support  such  an 
amendment. 

A  related  question  asking  at  what  stage 
of  development  such  protection  should  be 
given  if  such  an  amendment  is  accepted, 
53.1  per  cent  said  the  protection  should  be 
from  conception.  (Nearly  200  fewer 
persons  marked  an  answer  on  this 
question  than  the  previous  one,  ex¬ 
plaining  an  apparent  contradiction  in 
percentages.) 

On  a  question  listing  possible  ac¬ 
ceptable  grounds  for  abortion,  82.5  per 
cent  of  the  respondents  approved 


abortion  in  cases  where  the  mother’s  life 
or  health  is  threatened.  Other  grounds 
and  percentages  included  71.2  per  cent 
approval  in  rape  and  incest  cases;  52.7 
per  cent  approval  when  the  baby  may  be 
deformed;  36.2  per  cent  approval  when 
the  family  doesn’t  want  the  child  for 
economic  or  emotional  reasons,  and  34.1 
per  cent  approval  when  the  mother 
doesn’t  want  a  child  for  any  reason.  Only 
10.1  per  cent  said  abortion  is  never 
justified. 

Social  Principles  backed 

On  the  Social  Principles  statement,  68 
per  cent  backed  the  stance  of  the  1972 
General  Conference  while  22.8  per  cent 
disagreed  with  it. 

Unlike  Question  Box  surveys  run  by 
TM/  UMR  on  other  subjects  in  the  past, 
there  was  no  substantial  differences 
between  the  answers  of  laymen  and 
laywomen  on  the  issue.  On  the  first 
question  for  instance,  44.2  per  cent  of  the 
laymen  compared  to  45.3  per  cent  of  the 
laywomen  said  they  favor  more 
restrictions  on  abortion  than  allowed  in 
present  law.  Percentages  for  ministers 
were  also  very  close  to  the  laypersons  on 
nearly  all  the  other  questions.  The  ex¬ 
ception  was  the  final  question,  which 
showed  a  ten  per  cent  higher  approval 
among  ministers  for  the  church’s  Social 
Principles  statement. 

The  results  of  the  survey  were  con¬ 
siderably  different,  however,  from  a 
similar  survey  conducted  by  TM/  UMR 
in  1971,  before  both  the  Supreme  Court 
ruling  and  the  Social  Principles 
statement. 

At  that  time,  71  per  cent  of  468  persons 
responding  (mainly  from  Texas, 
whereas  the  current  survey  received 
responses  from  across  the  nation)  said 
they  favored  more  liberal  abortion  laws. 
Also  in  that  earlier  survey,  50  per  cent  of 
the  persons  responding  said  an  unborn 
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Preachers  pioneers  for  United  Methodism 
NASHVILLE  —  Pioneer  preachers  in  the  United  Methodist  tradition  took  the 
gospel  to  the  people  wherever  they  could  be  found.  The  dramatic  story  of  how  United 
Methodism  began  in  England,  was  planted  on  American  soil,  and  developed  through 
the  1968  Methodist-Evangelical  United  Brethren  union  is  told  in  a  new  filmstrip  set, 
“Our  United  Methodist  Heritage.”  Produced  by  United  Methodist  Communications, 
the  set  of  two  filmstrips,  a  long-play  record,  and  an  illustrated  leader’s  guide  is 
available  from  United  Methodist  Film  Service,  1525  McGavock  Street,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37203  Cost  is  $30.  united  methodist  communications  photo 

Distinguish  civil  religion  from 
Biblical  faith,  says  professor 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  A  noted 
theologian  has  urged  American  voters  to 
“always  be  suspicious  of  any  politician 
who  talks  about  faith  without  referring  to 
an  object  of  that  faith.” 

Prof.  Harvey  Cox  of  Harvard 
University,  author  of  “The  Secular 
City,"  addressed  a  national  seminar  on 
Christian  citizenship  sponsored  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Christian 
Life  Commission. 

When  politicians  speak  of  faith,  Prof. 
Cox  advised,  voters  should  ask,  “Faith  in 
what?"  The  American  Baptist  theologian 
added  that  “faith  in  God  through  Jesus 
Christ,  we  believe,  is  the  only  legitimate 
object  of  faith.” 

He  cautioned  against  making  a  religion 
out  of  the  nation  during  this  Bicentennial 
year,  contending  that  Christians  must  be 
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Rale:  40c  per  ward,  flfure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  an 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  o f  *10 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  11.00  per  Insertion. 


16-DAY  SCANDINAVIA  AND  LONDON 
Holiday:  Includes  Norway.  Sweden.  Finland. 
Denmark,  with  three  days  In  London.  July  S 
departure.  Brochure  from  Bob  Sanders. 
United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours.  Box  3129. 
Waco,  Texas  76707. 


STAFF  PERSON  EN  education  and  music. 
Salary  open.  Forest  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church,  4807  Princeton  Dr..  Mobile,  Ala.  36618. 


FULLTIME  MUSIC- Youth  Minister  needed  on 
staff  at  1st  UMC.  Graham.  Tex.  Salary  open. 
Please  send  resume  to  Personnel  Committee. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  88. 
Graham.  Tex.  76046. 


MINISTER.  RETIREMENT  AGE,  available 
as  part  time  or  full  time  associate.  Prefer 
opening  In  Florida.  Southeast  or  Southwest. 
Write  “Pastor.”  Box  1076  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


THE  POSITION  OF  admlntotrator  of  the  Flat 
Rock  Children's  Home  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Flat  Rock.  Ohio  44828  East  Ohio 
Conference  will  be  open  In  September  or 
October.  Any  person  Interested  should  contact 
Charles  Ireland,  1300  S.  Main  St..  Suite  300,  N. 
Canton.  Ohio  44720  Immediately.  Telephone  216 
-  499-4119. 


PROTESTANT  PILGRIMAGE  TOUR  —  lands 
of  Luther.  Dublin,  Austria.  Switzerland. 
Scandinavia.  21  days  *1899  San  Francisco  or 
Chicago.  Write:  Rev.  Dale  Baker. P.O.  Box  60. 
Pacific  Grove,  Ca.  93950. 


careful  to  distinguish  genuine  Biblical 
faith  from  “civil  religion.” 

What  the  nation  needs,  he  said,  is  a 
church  beholden  to  no  one  but  God; 
which  will  constantly  focus  on  the 
essentials  of  the  Judeo-Christian  faith  — 
the  Ten  Commandments  and  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount. 

Christians  ought  to  celebrate  the 
Bicentennial  both  positively  and 
negatively,  as  they  recall  how  this  nation 
came  into  being  200  years  ago,  Prof.  Cox 
urged. 

They  must  reject  the  idea  that  the 
United  States  has  some  special  and 
unique  relationship  to  God’s  providence 
and  grace  superior  to  that  of  other 
nations,  he  said. 

On  the  positive  side,  the  theologian 
advised,  Christians  must  expand  the 
concept  of  the  Founding  Fathers’  un¬ 
derstanding  of  equality,  as  expressed  in 
the  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  —  “All 
men  are  created  equal,  that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  creator  with  certain 
unalienable  rights.” 

They  probably  didn’t  include  women, 
persons  not  owning  property,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  not  Negro  slaves  or  Indians  in  that 
statement.  Prof.  Cox  noted. 

“We  need  to  fight  with  tooth  and  toenail 
for  that  statement,”  he  said.  “The  right 
to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  hap¬ 
piness  are  not  rights  granted  by 
government,  but  given  by  God.” 


Henderson  Settlement 
Mission 

Children’s  Home 
Frakes,  Kentucky  40940 
Telephone:  [606]  337-3613 

Staff  Needed:  Two  dedicated, 
Christian  couples  as  houseparents 
for  needy,  dependent,  neglected 
children  in  the  mountains  of 
Southeast  Kentucky.  Couples 
without  children,  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  moral  and 
ethical  standards  will  be  con¬ 
sidered.  Salaried  or  Volunteer  - 
Room,  Board,  Fringe-Benefits, 
vacations. 


fetus  should  not  be  considered  “human” 
and  afforded  human  rights.  Another  35 
per  cent  advocated  rights  for  the  fetus 
and  15  per  cent  of  the  respondents  were 
undecided. 

Abortion  opponents  speak 

Representative  comments  included 
along  with  the  current  Question  Box 
survey  included  the  following  from  those 
opposing  present  abortion  on  demand 
laws: 

•  A  Middleborne,  West  Virginia, 
layman:  “We  are  not  independent  of  our 
heavenly  Father.  How  can  we  say  a  baby 
must  Windependent  from  its  mother  to 
be  human?” 

•  A  Morgantown,  Pennsylvania, 
layman:  “There  is  ample  evidence  for 
those  who  read  and  believe  God’s  word. 
Life  begins  at  conception.  That  life  is 
sacred.” 

•  A  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  lay- 
woman:  “I  can  go  along  with  abortion 
in  some  extreme  cases,  but  to  use 
abortion  as  birth  control  is  murder.” 

•  A  Palo  Alto,  California,  laywoman: 
"I  am  sick  of  hearing  women  justify 
abortion  on  the  grounds  that  they  have 
the  right  to  do  as  they  please  with  their 
own  bodies.  An  unborn  baby  does  not 
belong  to  their  body,  it  belongs  to  God 
just  as  all  other  human  life  belongs  to 
God.” 


•  A  Brownsville,  Texas,  layman:  “I 
oppose  abortion  as  murder.  I  also 
disagree  with  the  Social  Principles 
statement,  because  it  is  like  so  much  of 
our  church  teaching  today  —  wishy- 
washy  and  subject  to  various  in¬ 
terpretations.” 

Comments  from  supporters 

Representative  comments  from  those 
supporting  the  more  liberal  abortion 
laws  are  as  follows: 

•  Chicago,  Illinois,  minister:  “When 
you  compare  the  ethics  of  abortion  with 
the  ethics  of  doing  nothing  to  prevent  the 
suffering  some  pregnancies  cause 
women,  there  is  no  question.” 

•  A  Lafayette,  Louisiana,  laywoman: 
“Abortion  should  be  the  sole  decision  of 
the  mother.  But,  if  she  chooses  to  have 
the  child,  it  should  have  full  legal  rights 
throughout  the  pregnancy.” 

•  An  Owensboro,  Kentucky,  layman: 
“I  cannot  imagine  how  an  abortion  could 
be  considered  as  destructive  as  allowing 
an  unwanted  child  to  be  born  and 
mistreated.” 

•  A  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  laywoman: 
“Last  year  I  obtained  an  abortion  when  I 
was  10  weeks  pregnant.  It  was  a  very 
difficult  personal  experience.  I  feel  the 
church  needs  to  make  a  greater  effort  in 
ministry  to  women  who  make  such  a 
decision.” 


Survey  shows  tension 

UM  members  feel  church  doesn’t  listen 


PARK  RIDGE,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Based  on 
questionnaires  returned  by  some  13,000 
persons  from  across  the  nation,  United 
Methodists  are  more  conservative  — 
both  theologically  and  sociologically  — 
than  the  church’s  programs,  according  to 
editors  of  a  news  insert  in  the  church’s 
national  program  journal. 

“(The  answers)  made  it  clear  that 
United  Methodists  care  intensely  about 
their  church  and  traditions  of  their 
faith,”  said  the  survey  report  in  the  April 
issue  of  the  “News  and  Comment” 
section  of  “Interpreter”  magazine,  “and 
that  many  are  bitterly  frustrated 
because  they  feel  the  church  doesn’t 
listen  to  them  when  policies  and 
programs  are  being  shaped.” 

The  questions  appeared  in  the  January 
issue  of  the  publication  and  were  cen¬ 
tered  on  issues  expected  to  be  debated 
during  the  General  Conference  opening 
April  27  in  Portland,  Ore.  Numerous 
churches  duplicated  the  questions  and 
shared  them  with  either  the  entire 
congregation  or  specific  groups  with  it. 

The  questionnaire  consisted  of  a  series 
of  statements  to  which  those  responding 
could  indicate  the  extent  of  their 
agreement  or  disagreement  by  circling 
numbers.  Many  persons  added  com¬ 
ments  with  a  generous  use  of  underlining 
and  exclamation  points. 

Church  school  top  priority 

Editors  of  the  news  insert  say  that  the 
greatest  unanimity  was  on  the  need  to 
strengthen  the  church  school  in  the 
coming  quadrennium.  Of  the  several 
options  for  emphasis  listed,  88.4  percent 
of  the  clergy  and  90  percent  of  the  laity 
strongly  favor  this  one. 

Almost  as  strong  was  support  for  the 
providing  of  special  funds  for  alleviation 
of  world  hunger. 

Some  of  the  most  negative  responses 
came  in  a  section  on  social  issues. 

Only  36.2  percent  of  the  clergy  and  20.7 
percent  of  the  laity  sup'  orted  a  proposed 
quadrennial  study  of  .mman  sexuality. 

Some  74  percent  of  the  clergy  and  78 
percent  of  the  laity  said  the  ordained 
ministry  should  not  be  opened  to  people 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation. 
However,  55  percent  of  the  clergy  and  47 
percent  of  the  laity  thought  membership 
and  fellowship  in  the  church  should  be 
open  to  all  people  without  such  regard. 

On  the  subject  of  gun  control,  57  per¬ 
cent  of  the  clergy  and  36  percent  of  the 
laity  believe  the  church  should  support 
such  legislation.  A  number  of  sharp 
comments  were  received  on  this  issue. 

There  was  strong  support  for  putting 
more  emphasis  on  evangelism,  salvation 
and  redemption  in  the  coming 
quadrennium,  but  only  36.9  percent  of  the 
clergy  and  23.3  percept  of  the  laity  in¬ 
dicated  an  interest  in  the  establishment 
of  new  churches. 

New  officer  elected 
for  publishing  house 

ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  Dr.  Roger  L. 
Burgess,  former  editorial  director  of 
general  church  periodicals  and  editor  of 
the  defunct  “United  Methodist  Today” 
magazine,  has  been  elected  a  vice 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

President  and  publisher  John  E. 
Procter  said  Burgess  will  be  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  officer  of  a  new  division 
“responsible  for  the  development  and 
implementation  of  a  systematic  and 
comprehensive  policy  and  program  of 
church  and  public  relations  which  will 
promote  a  positive  awareness  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
policies,  programs,  and  services  among 
the  many  communities  it  serves.” 

Dr.  Burgess  was  elected  here  March  31 
by  the  Board  of  Publication,  governing 
body  of  the  Publishing  House,  during  its 
last  meeting  of  the  1972-76  quadrennium. 

In  a  financial  report  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  Board  was 
told  that  net  sales  of  products  amounted 
to  $22,154,244,  an  increase  of  $548,908  over 
the  same  period  last  year.  Net  income  for 
the  six  months  amounted  to  $1.5  com¬ 
pared  with  $1.3  for  the  same  period  in 
1975.  The  Board’s  fiscal  year  ends  July 
31. 


Comments  on  questionnaires,  say  the 
survey’s  editors,  indicate  that  a  lot  of 
people  resent  the  current  emphasis  on 
ethnic  minorities.  A  slight  majority  in 
each  case  thought  direct  funding  for 
ethnic  caucuses  should  not  be  provided. 

Disagree  on  bishop  elections 

On  another  issue,  41  percent  of  the 
clergy  and  54  percent  of  the  laity  indicate 
disagreement  with  the  present  practice 
of  electing  bishops  for  life,  and  sub¬ 
stantial  majorities  favor  permitting 
annual  conferences  to  nominate  minis¬ 
ters  for  election  to  the  episcopacy. 

Some  58  percent  of  the  clergy  and  41 
percent  of  the  laity  indicated  support  for 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and 
support  of  the  World  Council  was 
agreeable  to  57  percent  of  the  clergy  and 
39  percent  of  the  laity.  On  the  other  hand, 
only  38  percent  of  the  clergy  and  30 
percent  of  the  laity  thought  the  denomi¬ 
nation  should  continue  to  support  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

The  editors  said  there  was  a  con¬ 
siderable,  difference  in  response  to  some 
issues  from  jurisdiction  to  jurisdiction, 
and  majorities  on  some  questions  con¬ 
tradicted  responses  to  other  questions  in 
the  survey. 


Question  box  scores 

Results  of  the  Question  Box  survey  appearing  in  the  March  12  issue  of 
TM/  UMR  are  totalled  below.  Number  of  responses  1,514. 

Like  few  other  issues,  abortion  (and  its  moral  and  legal  implications)  is  a 
continuing  center  of  controversy  both  inside  and  outside  Christian  churches. 
Although  time  and  changes  in  law  have  shifted  the  focus  from  time  to  time, 
abortion  has  remained  a  much  debated  public  issue  for  more  than  a  decade. 

Readers  responded  as  follows  to  these  questions  which  appeared  in  the  March 
19  issue: 

1.  In  effect,  the  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  a  fetus  is  not  fully  a  “human 
being”  until  it  is  born,  and  is  entitled  to  no  legal  rights  until  at  least  the  fourth 
month  of  pregnancy.  Do  you  (circle  one): 

a.  45.3%  Disagree  with  the  Supreme  Court  decision;  favor  more 
restrictions  on  abortions. 

b.  7.1%  Disagree  with  Supereme  Court  decision;  favor  fewer  restrictions 
on  abortions. 

c.  45.5%  Agree  with  the  Supreme  Court  decision. 

d.  2.1%  Uncertain. 

2.  Do  you  favor  an  amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  protecting  the 
“human  rights”  of  an  unborn  fetus  (circle  one): 

a.  40.1%  Yes 

b.  52.4%  No 

c.  7.4%  Uncertain. 

3.  At  what  point  in  its  development  do  you  believe  a  fetus  should  be  given 
such  legal  protection?  (circle  one): 

a.  53.1%  From  conception 

b.  18.4%  After  three  months. 

c.  5.1%  After  six  months. 

d.  23.5%  After  birth  only  (never  as  a  fetus). 

4.  On  what  grounds,  if  any,  do  you  believe  an  abortion  is  morally  justified? 
(circle  one  or  more) : 

a.  82.5%  When  a  woman’s  life  or  health  is  threatened. 

b.  71.2%  In  cases  of  pregnancy  as  a  result  of  rape  or  incest. 

c.  36.2%  When  a  family  does  not  want  a  child  for  economic  or  emotional 
reasons. 

d.  52.7%  When  there  is  a  probability  that  the  baby  will  be  deformed. 

e.  34.1%  When  a  woman  is  unmarried  and  does  not  want  a  child. 

f.  32.5%  When,  for  any  reason,  the  mother  does  not  want  to  have  a  child. 

g.  10.1%  It  is  never  justified. 

5.  Read  the  text  related  to  abortion  from  the  United  Methodist  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples.  Do  you: 

a.  68%  Agree  with  the  Social  Principles  statement. 

b.  22.8%  Disagree  with  the  Social  Principles  statement. 

c.  9.2%  Uncertain. 

Are  you  a :  27.3%  Laymen  52.9%  Laywomen  19.8%  Ministers 

Age  group:  18  &  Under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  Over 

0.4%  22.6%  38.3%  25.1%  13.6% 


Sale  nets  UMC  $6  million 
over  original  investment 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist-related  American  University 
here  is  purchasing  about  eight  acres  of 
land  from  the  church  at  a  cost  of  $3 
million. 

In  addition,  the  Methodist  Corporation 
will  sell  three  acres  to  Quadrangle 
Development  Corporation  for  $1  million. 

Both  transactions  are  subject  to 
ratification  by  the  church’s  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  and  con¬ 
tracts  yet  to  be  signed. 

In  1957,  the  Board  of  Temperance  of  the 
former  Methodist  Church  bought  19  acres 
near  American  University  for  $1.5 
million.  It  then  transferred  the  property 
to  the  Methodist  Corporation  for  possible 
development  of  a  national  church  center. 
But  the  center  was  never  developed,  and 
small  tracts  of  the  land  have  since  been 
sold  to  the  National  Presbyterian  Center 


and  the  Metropolitan  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church. 

With  the  newly  approved  sales,  the 
denomination  expects  to  realize  some  $6 
million  on  its  original  investment.  The 
next  question  is  how  to  dispose  of  the 
profits. 

The  original  purchase  in  1957  was 
made  from  World  Service  funds  of  the 
denomination  plus  $705,000  contributed 
by  about  60  annual  conferences.  Cor¬ 
poration  members  will  meet  just  prior  to 
General  Conference  in  April  to  prepare  a 
recommendation  for  that  body. 

Under  the  contract  to  be  signed  with 
American  University,  the  school  will  pay 
$500,000  down  and  pay  the  balance  over  a 
15-year  period  at  six  percent  interest. 
The  sale  to  Quadrangle  will  be  on  a 
shorter  term. 


How  to  play  fair  with  your  ministers 
a  clear,  concise,  objective 
(and  free)  report. 


Parsonage  versus 
housing  allowance  versus 
renting  versus  owning, 
etc. 

On  and  on  go  the 
possibilities  and  the  pros 
and  cons  when  it  comes 
to  minister’s  housing. 

And  about  the  only 
thing  everyone  agrees 
on  is  that  the  issue  is 
complicated,  divided  and 
vitally  important  to 
the  welfare  of  you 
in  the  congregation  and 
your  minister. 

In  the  interest  of 
serving  those  who  serve, 
we  have  prepared  a 
special  report  on  this 
topical  subject. 

You  owe  it  to  your 
church,  yourself  and  your 
minister  to  read  this 
report.  It’s  free. 

So  send  in  the  coupon 
below  today. 

|  Rush - copies  of  :  i 

76A,  your  new  housing 

report.  Thanks. 

Name  (Please  Print) 


City 


State 

Ministers  Life  and 
Casualty  Union 
Department  J 
Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
55416 

Phone  (612)  927-7131 


Zip 


Prepared  by  Martin-Williams  Advertising  ML-1065 
Ministers  Life 
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Participating  in  the  groundbreaking  for  a  new  building  at  Mt.  Carmel  Church  on 
the  Norwood  Circuit  was  the  group  of  leaders  shown  above.  The  Rev.  James  A. 
Smith,  Pastor,  is  seen  on  the  far  left;  and  Baton  Rouge  District  Superintendent 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.,  who  led  the  ceremony  is  at  the  left  front.  The  District 
Superintendent  points  out  that  "...  this  is  the  third  church  on  this  three  point  charge 
to  be  under  construction  within  the  last  three  years." 


Louisiana  worshippers 
send  $52,000 
to  Guatemala  Relief 

Worshippers  in  United  Methodist  chur¬ 
ches  on  the  Sundays  immediately  after 
the  Guatemala  earthquake  disaster  sent 
$52,000  to  UMCOR,  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  for  helping  in  that 
distressed  and  stricken  country. 

There  are  only  a  few  Methodist  chur¬ 
ches  in  Guatemala,  and  these  apparently 
received  no  damage.  There  however  is 
an  enormous  amount  of  human  misery 
and  need,  and  UMCOR,  representing  the 
entire  denomination,  is  there  with  a 
long-range  program  of  medical  help, 
rebuilding  of  homes,  and  badly  needed 
public  sanitation  facilities.  Our  con¬ 
ference  initially  sent  $52,000  to  aid  in  this 
project,  and  more  comes  in  after  the  first 
Sundays. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  has  expressed 
gratification  at  this  response.  He  also  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  Louisiana  Conference 
reportedly  led  the  entire  nation  in  giving 
to  the  relief  of  human  misery  and 
distress  when  the  Honduras  disaster  oc¬ 
curred  some  time  ago. 


RE:  Subscriptions 

Final  tabulations  of  subscriptions  to 
this  newspaper  for  1976  have  now  been 
made.  We  apologize  for  any  delay  you 
might  have  had  in  receiving  your 
newspaper.  Most  of  you  know  that  un¬ 
foreseen  events  and  unfortunate  cir¬ 
cumstances  occurred  during  our  cam¬ 
paign,  and  there  was  an  unavoidable 
delay.  Also,  a  few  churches  —  for  one 
reason  or  another  —  did  not  respond  as 
promptly  as  we  had  hoped  for.  However, 
most  of  the  subscriptions  have  been 
properly  recorded,  and  the  publisher  in 
Dallas  has  assured  us  that  the  corrected 
mailing  list  will  be  in  effect  as  of  this 
issue.  We  hope  that  you  will  continue  to 
enjoy  the  paper  and  continue  to  send 
news.  Remember:  IT  IS  YOUR 
NEWSPAPER! 


Zachary  Church  recently  held  an  enthusiastic  and  successful  revival  with  the  Rev. 
Andy  Foreman  serving  as  evangelist  and  song  leader.  Mrs.  A.  S.  Hodges  was 
General  Chairman  for  the  week-long  special  services.  Shown  here  are  Zachary's 
Pastor,  Bob  Galatas,  and  Evangelist  Foreman. 


Kilbourne  disaster  victims  receive  help 
from  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


This  picture  shows  the  Kilbourne  Disaster  Committee  being 
presented  the  first  $ 5.000  check  (l-r):  Don  Murray,  Local 
Disaster  Chairman;  Lennis  Murray,  Town  Councilman; 
Phillip  Littlefield,  Councilman;  Ellis  Casey,  Monroe  District 
Disaster  Chairman;  Rev.  Joe  Solomon,  Local  Pastor;  Hubert 
Blanchard,  Conference  Disaster  Chairman. 


parsonage. 


All  that  is  left  of  the  United  Methodist 


By  HUBERT  BLANCHARD 

Saturday  evening,  March  20,  was 
something  that  will  be  long  remembered 
in  the  Village  of  Kilbourne.  The 
Community  was  visited  by  a  devastating 
tornado  that  cut  a  diagonal  path  across 
it.  Over  20  homes  were  completely 
destroyed  and  scores  of  other  homes 
were  damaged.  Miraculously  no  deaths 
occurred,  but  some  persons  were 
seriously  injured.  The  business  section 
was  ninety  per  cent  demolished. 

On  Saturday,  March  27,  Hubert  Blan¬ 
chard,  Conference  Disaster  Chairman, 
and  Ellis  Casey,  Monroe  District 
Disaster  Chairman,  met  with  the  Rev. 
Joe  Solomon  of  the  Kilbourne  Methodist 
Church  and  other  local  persons  and 
presented  them  a  check  of  $5,000  from 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Disaster  Fund. 
This  money  will  be  spent  entirely  on  peo¬ 
ple’s  problems  created  by  the  tornado.  It 
will  be  administered  by  Mr.  Solomon  and 


the  local  Disaster  Committee. 

Mr.  Casey  stressed  that  the  “  ... 
money  is  for  the  immediate  relief  benefit 
of  anyone  and  not  only  for  Methodists.” 
He  pointed  out  that  the  initial  sum  would 
not  be  used  on  the  Methodist  parsonage, 
which  was  destroyed,  or  to  the  church 
which  was  severely  damaged.  He  added 
that  the  money  given  was  to  be  used 
without  regard  to  creed  or  color;  it  was 
absolutely  "ecumenical”  and  for  "every 
race.”  Need  determines  the  usage. 

A  survey  disclosed  eight  to  ten  families 
who  are  in  desperate  need.  These 
families  will  be  helped  through  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  United  Methodists  in  the 
conference. 

Hubert  Blanchard  and  Ellis  Casey  saw 
genuine  thanks  of  appreciation  on  the 
faces  of  the  Kilbourne  Committee  when 
they  received  the  first  check.  More  funds 
are  being  collected,  and  are  beginning  to 
come  in  from  the  special  offering  held 


conference-wide  on  April  11.  (All  dona¬ 
tions  should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  Leonard 
Cooke,  Conference  Treasurer,  and 
designated  for  the  Kilbourne  Relief.) 

Jesus  said,  "When  you  did  it  to  the 
least,  you  did  it  unto  me.”  Praise  His 
Name! 

St.  Matthew  celebrates 
Women’s  Day 

St.  Matthew  Church,  Algiers,  held  its 
Annual  Women’s  Day  Celebration  on 
March  28,  and  the  theme  was  "a  Focus 
on  Christian  Women  and  Their  Struggle 
and  Progress  During  These  Bicentennial 
Years.” 

The  speaker  for  the  occasion  was  Mrs. 
Geraldine  Moore  Elie,  a  member  of 
Bethany  Church  and  Principal  of  Robert 
M.  Lusher  Elementary  School.  A  large, 
enthusiastic  group  helped  to  make  this  a 
successful  event. 

Mrs.  Yolanda  G.  Mosely  served  as 
chairperson;  and  Mrs.  Lillie  G.  Gilson 
and  Ms.  Carolyn  A.  Hogan  were  co- 
chairpersons.  Pastor  of  the  St.  Matthew 
Church  is  the  Rev.  Russell  L.  Jones. 


Lake  Charles  District  meets 
at  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur 


Mt.  Carmel  breaks 


Church  Town  Hall  at  Centenary 
features  major  religions 


A  Bicentennial  Town  Hall  on  Religion, 
telling  the  story  of  the  major  religions  of 
America  since  1776  was  recently  laun¬ 
ched  in  the  auditorium  of  the  R.  E.  Smith 
building  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus  in  Shreveport,  according  to  news 
received  from  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  District 
Superintendent,  and  E.  E.  Armstrong, 
district  coordinator  of  adult  ministries 
for  the  Shreveport  district. 

The  Town  Hall  meetings  are  continuing 
for  seven  weeks  on  Monday  evenings, 
and  each  meeting  covers  a  major 
religion,  its  status  in  1776,  how  it  has 
developed  during  the  past  200  years, 
what  it  has  accomplished  in  the  lives  of 
Americans  during  that  period,  and  a 
summary  of  its  basic  theological  beliefs. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  First  Church 


in  Shreveport,  began  the  series  on 
Methodism.  Other  religions  represented 
include:  Christian  Church,  Catholic, 
Jewish  faith,  Episcopal,  Baptist,  and 
Presbyterian.  Representatives  from 
each  of  these  denominations  will  be  in 
charge  of  a  meeting. 

The  seminar  is  a  joint  venture  of  the 
Shreveport  District  of  our  Conference, 
representing  77  churches  in  the  district, 
and  Centenary  College. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Lueg  and  Centenary 
officials,  others  involved  in  promoting 
the  meetings  are  the  Rev.  Garland  Dean, 
District  Coordinator  of  the  Bicentennial 
celebration,  and  the  Rev.  Jack  Cooke, 
Pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  Church  in 
Shreveport. 


Zachary  Church  holds  revival 


Chaplain  Service  Seminar 


offered  in  Shreveport,  April  22 


The  fourth  annual 
Chaplain  Service 
Seminar  for  Minis¬ 
ters  is  scheduled 
for  April  22  at  the 
Veterans  Adminis¬ 
tration  Hospital  in 
Shreveport.  Dr.  Ed¬ 
gar  Draper,  Profes¬ 
sor  and  Chairman, 
Department  of  Psy- 


chiatry.  University  Medical  Center, 
Jackson.  Miss.,  will  conduct  the  session. 

Doctor  Draper's  subject  during  the 
morning  meeting  will  be  "Understanding 
People  through  Their  Beliefs.”  His 
afternoon  topic  is  "The  Psychological 
Function  of  Religion  for  the  Dying 
Patient  ."  The  speaker  holds  a  theological 
degree  as  well  as  a  medical  degree. 

There  is  no  fee  for  registration. 


Lake  Charles  District  Superintendent, 
Byrl  Moreland 

Wesley  Church,  Sulphur,  played  host  to 
the  Lake  Charles  District  Conference  on 
March  28,  and  it  was  a  memorable  and 
meaningful  occasion  for  all  who  at¬ 
tended.  More  than  350  persons  from 
throughout  the  district  were  present. 

The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  Superin¬ 
tendent,  was  in  charge  of  the  business 
session,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Hum¬ 
phreys,  host  pastor,  and  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Dillon,  Administrative  Board  Chairman, 
welcomed  the  group.  A  highlight  of  the 
program  was  a  presentation  by  the  Rev. 
Clyde  Clark  on  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  Dr.  Clark  also 


Mrs.  Jack  Schanz,  Mrs.  Terry 
Mrs.  Leonard  Jinks,  and  Mrs.  Dallas 
Wegner,  members  of  Wesley  Church, 
who  served  on  the  hospitality  committee 
for  Lake  Charles  District  meeting. 
brought  the  sermon,  "The  Prophetic 
Word.” 

Mrs.  Charles  Humphreys  directed  the 
Chancel  Choir  in  a  musical  presentation. 
A  number  of  district  and  local  church 
youth  took  part  in  the  program,  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  and 
the  District  Youth  Team.  The  Rev.  Odell 
Simmons,  of  DeRidder,  was  worship 
leader  for  the  service. 

Members  of  Wesley  Church  all  worked 
to  make  this  a  time  of  hospitality,  using 
the  Bicentennial  theme  throughout.  The 
Council  on  Ministries  of  the  church 
coordinated  the  event. 


Lakeview  Junior  Highs  play  ball 


The  Junior  High 
Basketball  Team 
( 7th  and  8th  grade) 
of  Lakeview 
Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  pose  happily 
with  a  recently-won 
trophy.  This  is  their 
second  consecutive 
year  as  champions 
in  their  division, 
and  according  to 
their  Pastor,  W.  E. 

Nolan,  they  have 
",  .  .  won  every 
game  they  have 
played  —  in  two 
years,  30  wins,  no 
losses."  Their 
coach  is  Lloyd  Car¬ 
ter.  Congratula¬ 
tions  to  this  fine  group  oj  young  people.  Appreaing  in  the  picture  are:  standing  John 
Barnard;  and  (l-r)  Bill  Boose,  Michael  Bonner,  Billy  Tittle,  Charlie  Starr  and  Lon¬ 
nie  Carter. 


The  rising  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead  is  confirmation  for  Christians  that 
love  is  stronger  than  hate  or  fear,  that  truth  is  stronger  than  falsehood,  that 
righteousness  is  greater  than  evil,  and  that  life  is  stronger  than  death.  If 
I  Jesus  Christ  be  not  risen  from  the  dead,  then  we  have  to  confess  that  hate 
'  and  fear  and  evil  and  death  won  their  victory,  but,  they  did  not  win.  Jesus 
triumphed.  Hallelujah! 

Faithfully, 


Mrs.  Laskey  honored  by 
Southern  Methodist  University 


"On  Thursday  evening,  March  25,  at  a 
banquet  attended  by  400  persons,  six 
distinguished  alumni  were  honored  by 
Southern  Methodist  University.  Among 
them  was  Virginia  Davis  Laskey  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.” 

(This  news  concerning  a  "great  lady" 
of  our  Conference  has  just  come  to  this 
newspaper  from  Dr.  Merlin  W.  Merrill, 
of  Trinity  Church  in  Ruston. ) 

Mr.  Merrill  notes  that  the  President  of 
SMU  read  a  significant  statement 
highlighting  the  long  and  distinguished 
career  of  Mrs.  Laskey,  who  has  served  in 
many  high  offices,  locally.  Conference¬ 
wide,  and  nationally.  She  has  been  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  Trinity  for  many  years, 
performing  almost  every  duty  and 
holding  a  variety  of  offices.  Her  leader¬ 
ship  includes  President  of  the  Women's 
Society  for  Christian  Service  (UMW)  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  for  eight 
years;  secretary  of  the  Women’s  Society 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  for  four 
years;  vice-president  of  the  Board  of 
Missions,  of  which  she  has  been  a 
member  since  1956;  and  President  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  the  top  position  for  a  Methodist 
laywoman  in  the  United  States. 

Mrs.  Laskey’s  long  list  of 
achievements  (only  a  few  of  which  are 
noted  here)  include:  representation  on 
numerous  Boards  of  church  and  educa¬ 
tional  institutions,  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women, 
and  many  more.  She  has  been  a  delegate 
to  many  General  and  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ferences,  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  and  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  list  of  Mrs.  Laskey’s  achievements 
in  service  is  wide  and  varied,  and  she  is 
involved  in  numerous  activities  in  her 
community  of  Ruston.  In  addition  to 


Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey 
" Outstanding  SMU  Alumna" 
other  honors,  Centenary  College  has 
awarded  her  an  honorary  Doctorate  in 
Humane  Letters  and  she  is  listed  in 
"Who’s  Who.” 


In  summing  up  the  work  and  contribu¬ 
tions  of  this  outstanding  Lay  person,  the 
citation  from  SMU,  read  "...  Virginia, 
for  your  lifelong  devotion  to  the  work  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  for 
your  dedication  to  the  Church’s  mission 
in  the  world,  we  honor  you  tonight  as  a 
Distinguished  Alumna  of  Southern 
Methodist  University.” 

Mr.  Merrill  indicates  that  when  Mrs. 
Laskey  received  the  SMU  honor,  among 
those  attending  were  members  of  her 
daughter’s  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil 
Kilpatrick  and  Elizabeth.  Two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Jack  Ritchie  and  Mrs.  Allen 
Barksdale,  also  attended  along  with 
members  of  their  families.  Other  friends 
who  were  privileged  to  be  present  were 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Merrill,  Mrs.  L.  K.  Wells, 
and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Manning. 


Five  licensed  to  preach 


in  Ruston  District 


Ruston  District 
Conference  was 
held  at  the  Homer 
Church  on  March 
28,  with  a  large 
attendance  and 
optimistic  reports 
of  work,  according 
to  Superintendent 
Ed  Thomas.  Five 
young  men, 

Licensed  to  Preach, 
spoke  briefly  to  the 
conference.  They 

are  shown  in  the  above  photograph:  (l-r)  Gary  Boone,  Jack  O'Dell,  Eugene  Phelps. 

Fred  Wideman,  and  Lee  Kneipp. 

Amite  /Independence  pastor  takes 


part  in  interfaith  service 


"Take  the  Galilean  to  the  whipping 
post !  ’  ’  commands  King  Herod  in  the  an¬ 
nual  Interfaith  Easter  Passion  Play 
which  was  presented  recently  at  the 
Catholic  Church  in  Independence.  "King 
Herod"  was  portrayed  by  the  Rev.  John 
Lee,  Pastor  of  the  Amite  and  In¬ 
dependence  churches.  He  is  shown  in  the 
accompanying  photograph  in  the 
costume  which  he  wore  in  his  "out-of¬ 
character”  role! 


Delegates  hold  dinner 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
were  honored  with  a  dinner  in  Shreveport 
by  the  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Delegation  to  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  and  the 
Cabinet.  The  purpose  of  the  dinner  was  to 
present  a  resolution  to  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  expressing  the  Delegation's  hope 
that  he  will  be  returned  as  the  Bishop  of 
the  Louisiana  Area  for  the  quadrennium 
1976-1980. 

Forty  members  of  the  delegation, 
members  of  the  Cabinet  and  their 
spouses  attended  the  dinner  which  was 
given  as  a  surprise  for  the  Crutchfields. 

The  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  was  the 
master  of  ceremonies;  Mike  Money 
sang;  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  spoke  of  Bishop 


Crutchfield’s  work  in  Louisiana;  and 
Alfred  L.  Norris  read  the  resolution  on 
behalf  of  the  Delegation.  Opening  and 
closing  prayers  were  given  by  Mrs.  Inez 
W.  Chrisentery  and  Mrs.  Robert  Comp¬ 
ton.  Other  persons  helping  with  the 
arrangements  were  the  Rev.  George  W. 
C.  Calvin,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  and  Dr.  Bene¬ 
dict  A.  Galloway. 

Dr.  Hearn  ended  his  speech  by  saying, 
"Tonight  Bishop  Crutchfield,  we  asked 
for  the  privilege  of  having  dinner  with 
you  so  that  we  could  express  what  we 
want  everyone  at  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  to  know  —  we 
want  our  Bishop  to  return  to  Louisiana 
for  the  new  quadrennium,  1976-1980.” 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Prayer,  General 
developing  a  new 

We  have  received  a  number  of  letters 
recently  from  readers  suggesting  that 
members  of  our  church  should  uphold 
our  delegates  to  the  upcoming  General 
Conference  in  prayer. 

Some  may  regard  such  suggestions  as 
a  pious  way  of  passing  the  buck  from  the 
minds  and  voices  of  the  elected  delegates 
to  God.  We  do  not. 

General  Conference  delegates  already 
have  received  nearly  500  pages  of  pre- 
General  Conference  reports  and  pro¬ 
posals.  Still  to  come  are  more  reports 
and  the  12,000-plus  petitions  which  have 
been  submitted  from  persons  and  groups 
across  the  church.  The  sheer  mechanics 
of  wading  through  and  dealing  respon¬ 
sibly  with  so  much  material  will  be  an 
awesome  task  for  the  delegates. 

The  weight  of  that  task  creates  the 
danger  that  delegates  may  become  so 
bogged  down  in  the  process  of  making 
hundreds  of  specific  decisions  that  they 
will  lose  sight  of  the  overarching  purpose 
for  which  they  are  called  together:  to 
chart  a  course  for  our  church  which  will 

Welcome  to 
Southern  New 
England  readers 

With  this  issue  approximately  5,000 
United  Methodist  families  in  the 
Southern  New  England  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  begin  receiving  a  weekly  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  The  Texas  Methodist- 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  This  new  edi¬ 
tion  —  which  features  Southern  New 
England  news  on  page  one,  plus  three 
pages  of  general  news,  features  and  opi¬ 
nion  related  to  United  Methodists  — 
brings  to  31  the  number  of  conferences 
publishing  TM/UMR  editions. 

We  believe  that  our  readers  in 
Southern  New  England  will  benefit  from 
this  new  weekly  flow  of  information 
about  the  church  into  their  homes.  They 
are  encouraged  to  join  our  other  readers 
in  contributing  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 
and  other  forms  of  reader-feedback 
which  we  regularly  solicit. 

Our  continuing  readers  will  also 
benefit  from  this  new  TM-UMR  edition. 
New  circulation  such  as  this  serves  to  off¬ 
set  a  major  portion  of  the  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  costs  for  printing  and  mailing 
all  editions. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  may  be  made  known ;  to  pro¬ 
vide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis  at 
the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  is  possible 
because  United  Methodists  are  a  diverse 
people  who  are,  nevertheless,  united  by 
common  concerns  regardless  of  geo¬ 
graphical  location.  By  changing  a  few  ar¬ 
ticles,  and  occasionally  entire  pages,  we 
have  found  that  we  can  serve  the  church 
in  many  different  areas  without 
diminishing  our  service  to  those  areas 
which  have  developed  the  ideas  and  the 
realities  known  as  The  Texas  Methodist 
and  the  United  Methodist  Reporter.  With 
this  issue,  TM-UMR  will  visit  a  total  of 
more  than  365,000  United  Methodist 
homes  across  the  nation. 

To  our  new  readers  we  say  “Wel¬ 
come.’’ 

To  our  continuing  readers  across  the 
church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
continuing  to  read  your  edition  of  TM- 
UMR. 


Conference  and 
sense  of  destiny 

faithfully  bear  witness  to  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  during  the  next  four  years 

Our  society  desperately  needs  to  hear 
and  heed  the  moral  and  spiritual  claims 
of  the  gospel.  Some  may  believe  these 
claims  mandate  our  delegates  to  retreat 
from  the  troublesome  problems  facing 
the  church  and  the  world  today.  But 
retreat  is  not  a  faithful  answer.  Neither 
is  passive  resignation  to  things  as  they 
are. 

In  and  beyond  the  General  Con¬ 
ference’s  many  specific  actions,  we  hope 
that  there  will  emerge  a  clear  new  sense 
of  destiny  for  our  church  —  such  that  it 
will  play  a  key  role  in  shaping  a  better 
future  for  our  world  in  accordance  with 
the  Christian  gospel. 

This  high  sense  of  purpose  for  our 
General  Conference  can  be  achieved  only 
through  the  grace  and  guidance  of  God, 
and  the  recognition  by  our  delegates  that 
they  are  God’s  instruments.  Such  a 
recognition  will  be  strengthened  if  our 
delegates  themselves  approach  their 
legislative  tasks  in  an  attitude  of  prayer. 
Their  work  as  delegates  elected  to  per¬ 
form  a  special  task  will  be  greatly 
enhanced  if  they  know  that  their  work  is 
being  undergirded  by  the  prayers  of 
millions  of  members  from  across  the 
church. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  16, 1976 


Term  episcopacy:  more 
problem  than  solution 


kWhy  do  you  seek  the  living  among  the  dead? 
He  is  not  here.  He  is  risen.’ 


By  WILLIAM  R.  EMBLIDGE  JR. 

I  wish  to  respond  to  the  two  “Here  I 
Stand’’  articles  affirming  “term 
episcopacy,”  which  appeared  in  the 
April  2  issue,  with  one  of  my  own. 

Both  Mr.  Boleyn  and  Mr.  Mitchell  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  church  would  be  rather 
enriched  by  those  persons  who,  having 
served  as  bishops,  returned  to  other  of¬ 
fices  in  the  life  of  the  church,  especially 
to  the  local  church.  I  agree  with  that 
statement,  if  it  could  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  Boleyn  indicated  that:  “Term 
episcopacy  would  increase  the  number  of 
persons  who  would  serve  in  the 
episcopacy.  It  would  encourage  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  younger  men  with  varied  talents.” 
Now  clearly  the  first  sentence  is  true. 
But  the  second  is  highly  debatable. 

The  “Minority  Report  to  the  General 
Conference  Concerning  Term  Episco¬ 
pacy”  indicates:  “During  the  past  35 
years,  the  average  age  of  a  bishop  when 
elected  was  55  years.  He  has  served  for 
an  average  of  12.7  years.  The  average 
age  of  the  45  active  bishops  is  62-plus 
years.”  (Page  H-5,  “Daily  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate”). 

Term  episcopacy  will  not  change  that 
situation  much  if  any,  except  most  likely 
to  raise  the  average  age  of  election  and 
lower  the  number  of  years  served  if  an 
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Politics  and  morality  are  inseparable 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  disturbed  by  the  letter  of  A.  F. 
Barnhouse  (TM/  UMR,  April  2)  in  which 
he  states  that  bishops  should  speak  more 
on  moral  issues  and  less  on  political 
issues.  My  dictionary  gives  the  root  of 
political  as  the  Greek  “politikos  -  of  the 
citizens,  from  polites  -  citizen.” 

Since  citizens  are  unquestionably 
human  beings,  and  since  the  business  of 
the  church  is  human  beings,  how  can  one 
separate  morality  from  politics?  I 
believe  that  most  of  our  national  and 
world-wide  difficulties  stem  from  at¬ 
tempts  that  have  been  made  to  do  just 
that,  and  that  the  only  way  they  will  ever 
be  lessened  is  to  recognize  the  in¬ 
terrelationship  between  morality  and 
politics. 

I  think  what  Mr.  Barnhouse  is  really 
saying  is  that  he  is  not  on  the  same  side  of 
moral  issues  as  many  of  the  bishops, 
boards,  divisions  and  committees  that 
are  speaking  out.  His  country  and  his 
church  both  accept  freely  his  right  to  his 
own  opinion,  but  I  do  confess  that  I  find  it 
difficult  to  reconcile  his  views  with  the 
fifth  chapter  in  Matthew,  or  indeed  with 
the  whole  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus. 

I  do  heartily  agree  with  Carl  M.  White, 
who  in  answer  to  the  same  March  19 
editorial  wrote:  “Jesus  never  separated 
evangelism,  faith  and  the  social  issues.” 

Mrs.  David  M.  Field 
Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania 


Political  decisions  should 
conform  to  right  conduct 
To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  answer  to  A.  F.  Bamhouse’s 
letter  promoting  less  “political”  and 
more  “moral”  issues  in  the  church 
(TM/  UMR,  April  2). 

If  Mr.  Barnhouse  believes  Global 
Ministries  is  90  percent  wrong,  then  it  is 
easy  to  see  how  he  might  be  in  a  corner 
by  himself. 

Webster  says  “morality”  is  conformity 
to  ideals  of  right  human  conduct  —  and 
“politics”  is  the  conduct  of  government. 
The  conduct  of  government  (society)  is 
determined  by  the  conduct  of  its  people. 

It  is  incumbent  on  us  as  individual 
Christians,  and  as  a  church  body,  to 
insure  that  political  decisions  conform  to 
the  ideals  of  right  human  conduct. 

In  my  opinion,  there  are  moral  im¬ 
plications  in  all  the  issues  Mr.  Barnhouse 
mentions;  and  so  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  speaking  a  great  deal  to 
moral  issues.  Howard  R  Bundy 

Homer,  New  York 

‘‘Oretiptilion :  housewife' 
is  not  dehunutnizinfi 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  to  find  that  “Occtipa- 
tion:  Housewife”  is  dehumanizing  in 
your  March  19  article  regarding  women’s 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beal 

Dilemma:  resurrection  faith 
and  scientific  probability 


Second  Class  postage  paid  In  Dallas.  Texas. 
POSTMASTER;  Please  tend  lam  3973  to  P.O. 
Box  1079,  Dallas.  Texas  73331. _ 


Mr.  Dunnam 

A  young  man  recently  told  me  that  he 
didn’t  know  if  he  could  really  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  Christian  because  he  wasn’t 
sure  he  could  believe  in  the  bodily  resur¬ 
rection  of  Jesus.  “How  can  anyone  who 
has  studied  biology,”  he  asked,  “honest¬ 
ly  believe  that  a  person  who  was  dead 
three  days  could  come  back  to  life?” 

I  could  only  respond  to  him  with  the 
understanding  I  have  gained  through 
struggling  with  this  same  question,  and 
many  others  like  it,  over  a  period  of 
years. 

In  my  view,  honest  doubt  is  sometimes 
preferable  to  uncritical  acceptance  of  all 
that  we  are  taught  —  whether  the 
teaching  is  religious  or  scientific. 

We  are  told  that  even  one  of  Jesus’ 
disciples  had  difficulty  believing  in  the 
resurrection.  In  an  age  such  as  ours, 
where  observable  evidence  is  regarded 
as  the  only  sure  norm  of  truth,  I  believe  it 
is  impossible  to  avoid  experiencing 
doubts  about  the  resurrection.  It  cannot 
be  scientifically  verified.  And  a  belief  in 
the  resurrection  contradicts  everything 
we  have  come  to  know  about  the  natural 
processes  of  human  life. 

If  we  cannot  avoid  doubts  about  the 
resurrection,  neither  can  we  avoid  the 
fact  that  belief  in  Jesus'  resurrection  has 
been  a  pivotal  tenet  of  the  Christian  faith 
from  the  beginning.  In  fact,  Paul  goes  so 
far  as  to  say  “If  Christ  has  not  been 
raised,  then  our  preaching  is  in  vain  and 
your  faith  is  in  vain.” 

I  believe  each  Christian  has  to  resolve 
for  himself  the  dilemma  between  scien¬ 
tific  probability  and  the  biblical  witness. 
My  own  resolution  of  this  dilemma  has 
been  to  accept  the  essential  truthfulness 
of  the  biblical  witness,  and  to 
acknowledge  that  I  simply  do  not  know 
how  and  in  what  form  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  took  place. 

The  fact  that  is  most  obvious  to  me  is 
that  something  absolutely  believable 
brought  back  together  a  divided  and 
disheartened  group  of  disciples,  and 
armed  them  with  a  new  sense  of  cosmic 
purpose.  Something  equally  as  powerful 
and  believable  happened  to  Paul  on 
the  road  to  Damascus.  The  reality  tp 
which  they  bear  witness  to  us  is  that  God, 
through  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  has 
conquered  the  power  of  evil  and  death  for 
all  who  believe.  From  this  original 
witness  of  faith  emerged  the  greatest 
religious  revolution  in  the  history  of  the 
world. 

I  have  come  to  accept  the  resurrection 
as  a  mystery  beyond  the  total  grasp  of 


my  rational  processes.  But  through 
prayer  and  my  study  of  the  Scriptures,  I 
have  come  absolutely  to  believe  the 
truthfulness  of  the  words  ascribed  to 
Jesus  in  the  gospel  of  John:  “I  am  the 
resurrection  and  the  life;  he  who  believes 
in  me,  though  he  die,  yet  shall  he  live, 
and  whoever  lives  and  believes  in  me 
shall  never  die.” 

I  do  not  believe  my  resolution  of  this 
dilemma  is  the  only  way  one  may  resolve 
it  and  be  a  Christian.  My  faith  in  Christ 
would  not  be  strengthened  if  I  knew  with 
verifiable  certainty  that  the  resurrection 
event  took  place  exactly  as  described  in 
one  of  the  gospels.  Nor  would  my  faith  in 
Christ  be  shattered  if  I  learned  that  all 
the  gospel  accounts  of  the  resurrection 
were  inaccurate  in  their  specifics. 
Because,  through  my  own  experience  I 
can  say  with  certainty:  I  know  that  my 
redeemer  lives.  That  knowledge  has 
transformed  my  life  for  the  better.  I  can 
conceive  of  no  way  of  life  more  satisfying 
than  striving  to  live  “in  Christ”  and  with 
Christ  alive  in  me,  and  my  actions. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


ter^HaiLu 

By  TED  R.  WITT  SR. 

Knoxville.  Trim Akefe'1- 
God  of  all  creating,  ni 

All  life,  man  maker 
Man  loser,  man  Lover. 

Man  a-sea,  dreams  dashed 
Helpless  hopes,  anxious  agony 
Crying  for  rescue. 

Star,  sign,  sheep;  Heavens 
Embryo,  infant,  child,  man 
Violent  rejection. 

Resting,  lying  in  Eternity’s  arms 
Waiting  the  pink  dawn  of 
My  destiny. 

Night  chirp,  slanting  moon  ray 
Shines  silently  ‘pon  sepulchre 
Of  my  Savior. 

Hark!  Stone  creak,  un  death  rumble 
Open  door,  head,  shoulder,  body- 
soul 

Whiteness  everywhere. 

Christ  smiles,  speaks  to  Mary 
And  to  me.  dream  to  deed 
Life  takes  Wings. 


image  on  TV.  I  have  somehow  been 
under  the  delusion  that  “Occupation: 
Housewife”  was  one  of  the  most  respec¬ 
ted,  most  important  occupations  pos¬ 
sible. 

Maybe  I  regard  women  too  highly,  or 
maybe  I  have  read  too  much  of  the  Bible, 
tag  the  article  conveys  the  impression 
that  there  should  no  longer  be  any  home 
or  family  since  that  is  so 
“dehumanizing”  for  a  woman. 

I’m  just  thankful  that  not  all  women 
feel  that  way. 

Leonard  Willett 
National  City,  California 

They  don't  speak  for  me 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “denominational  officials”  who 
say  that  community  developers  need  not 
believe  in  God  (TM/  UMR,  March  26) 
most  certainly  do  not  speak  for  me,  and  I 
doubt  that  they  speak  for  99.9  percent  of 
all  United  Methodists. 

If  the  developer  in  question  is  being 
paid  with  funds  contributed  by 
United  Methodists  and  represents  herself 
as  being  sponsored  by  United  Methodists, 
she  is  practicing  deception  on  those  she 
serves.  Let  her  seek  employment  with  a 
government  agency  if  she  considers 
social  work  her  profession. 

Frankly,  I  am  outraged  at  the  many 
decisions  being  reached  by  boards  of  the 
United  Methodists  Church  without  clear 
backing  by  the  membership.  Our 
numbers  are  declining  and  will  continue 
to  do  so  as  people  seek  to  disclaim  the 
unchristian  stances  being  tauen  by  those 
who  purport  to  be  representing  us. 

George  F.  Platts 
Ormond  Beach,  Florida 

Career  development:  a 
concern  of  the  church 
To  the  Editor: 

Experts  in  career  counseling  are  of  the 
view  that,  as  a  solution  to  the  problem  of 
widespread  unemployment,  courses  in 
career  development  will  meet  the  need  of 
the  hour.  Besides  what  is  being  done  by 
educational  institutions  in  this  direction, 
United  Methodist  congregations  may 
help  job  seekers  to  a  great  extent  by 
conducting  epurses  covering  techniques 
of  career  landing  and  career  develop¬ 
ment,  and  enabling  them  to  land  careers 
suitable  to  their  aptitude  and  ability. 

Will  the  churches  launch  this  program 
as  a  positive  9drvic6  to  the  unemployed? 

'  Daniel  Anugraham 
Dallas,  Texas 

l)r.  I)eff  (fife's  hook  is 
concerned  iritli  victims 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  great  concern  the 
letter  of  G.  E.  McElheny  regarding  L. 
Harold  DeWolf’s  article  “Crime  and 
Justice  in  America”  (TM/UMR,  March 
26).  The  last  paragraph  of  his  letter 
infers  that  Mr.  DeWolf  does  not  have 
“sympathy  or  concern  for  church 
members  who  are  the  victims  rather 
than  the  criminals.” 

I  have  read  “Crime  and  Justice  in 
America”  and  am  only  too  well  aware  of 
the  fact  that  along  with  the  changes  in  the 
community,  criminal  law,  police,  courts 
and  correctional  institutions,  Dr.  DeWoll 
suggests  that  “the  victim  is  the  forgotten 
person  of  American  criminal  justice.”  Ir 
his  book  he  devotes  a  great  amount  ol 
space  to  the  propriety  and  means  ol 


compensating  victims  of  crime  as  a 
necessary  step  in  bringing  healing  and 
reconciliation  to  the  community  and  thus 
reducing  the  incidence  of  crime. 

Despite  the  high  cost,  I  would 
recommend  “Crime  and  Justice  in 
America”  to  Mr.  McElheny  and  other 
concerned  persons  as  must  reading. 
jriJ  Alan  S.  Brown 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

Statement  was  inaccurate 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  March  19  issue  appeared  an  ar¬ 
ticle  by  Sharon  Mielke  entitled  “Navajo 
school  takeover  aired.”  This  article 
states  that  I  “publicly  criticized  the 
division  for  sending  an  Hispanic  to  the 
school.”  This  statement  is  inaccurate.  If 
time  had  been  taken  to  contact  me  on  this 
issue  as  was  done  for  Mr.  Tsosie  and 
Rev.  Naves,  the  article  would  not  have 
appeared  incorrectly.  There  has  never 
been  any  public  or  private  criticism  of 
the  division  for  sending  an  Hispanic  to 
the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School.  I 
am  sure  it  could  not  have  been  the  intent 
of  this  publication  to  create  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  division  between  ethnic 
groups  before  General  Conference. 

My  concern  was  not  that  Rev.  Naves  is 
Hispanic  nor  that  Mr.  Hecht,  the  other 
member  of  the  team  is  a  Jewish  educator 
—  but  rather  that  a  Native  American  was 
not  naturally  included  with  a  team  sent  to 
a  Native  American  mission  school. 

I  would  appreciate  the  correction  of 
this  article  before  any  misunderstanding 
develops.  Diane  Moats 

Los  Angeles,  California 


Mr.  Emblidge 

eight  year  term  is  selected  and  reelection 
is  not  allowed. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  term  episcopacy 
would  cause  older,  rather  than  younger 
persons  to  be  elected.  An  average  of  55 
years  of  age  indicates  that  presently 
some  persons  in  their  forties  are  being 
elected.  A  term  episcopacy  would  prob¬ 
ably  limit  election  to  those  in  their  fifties 
and  perhaps  early  sixties.  For  the  open¬ 
ing  sentence  to  Mr.  Mitchell’s  article  fits 
here:  “But  what  can  you  do  with  a  used 
bishop?” 

Mr.  Mitchell’s  answer  is,  as  with  Mr. 
Boleyn’s,  very  idealistic.  Idealistic 
answers  and  solutions  are  not  in  and  of 
themselves  bad.  But  practical  realities 
must  also  be  looked  at.  And  the  practical 
reality  of  a  limited  term  episcopacy 
would  seem  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  basic 
purposes  put  forth  for  a  term  episcopacy. 

The  first  practical  reality  of  a  term 
episcopacy  has  already  been  alluded  to, 
i.e.  that  mostly  persons  who  would  be 
eligible  for  retirement  at  the  end  of  their 
term  would  be  elected.  Thus,  rather  than 
lowering  the  age  of  election,  it  would  be 
raised. 

The  second  outcome  would  be  a  period 
of  turmoil  in  each  and  every  episcopal 
area  every  eight  or  twelve  years 
(depending  upon  the  length  of  the  term). 
Some  would  say  that  it  would  be  no  dif¬ 
ferent  than  it  is  now.  Perhaps  not.  But 
now  when  a  bishop  moves  from  one  area 
to  another,  he  does  not  have  to  learn  from 
the  beginning  about  the  office  that  he 
holds.  Only  newly  elected  bishops  have  to 
do  that. 

My  experience  says  that  it  takes  two 
to  three  years  for  a  pastor  to  learn 
enough  about  the  parish  he-she  serves  to 
become  truly  effective.  In  many  respects 
the  same  must  be  said  about  a  bishop  and 
the  area  that  he-she  serves.  I  believe  that 
the  church  as  a  whole  would  suffer  from 
this  kind  of  a  constant  upheaval.  The  net 
effect  would  be  to  make  the  boards  and 
agencies  more  powerful  and  to  diminish 
the  episcopacy  —  a  thing  not  to  be 
desired. 

Thirdly,  I  believe  that  a  term 
episcopacy  would  probably  lead  to  the 
situation  which  existed  in  the  former 
EUB  Church  in  which  bishops  would 
stand  for  reelection.  While  the  proposal 
of  the  minority  to  General  Conference 
does  not  include  a  provision  for  reelec¬ 
tion,  it  does  not  exclude  such  a  possibili¬ 
ty.  The  wording  of  the  proposed 
paragraph  56  by  the  minority  report  is  so 
ambiguous  as  it  stands  that  until  either 
clarified  by  rewriting  or  by  the  Judicial 
Council  rulings,  reelection  by  the  elec¬ 
ting  jurisdiction  or  another  is  possible. 

Experience  in  the  former  EUB  Church 
with  reelection  (few  bishops  were  ever 
refused  reelection)  and  With  elected  ex¬ 
ecutives  in  other  denominations,  as  well 
as  with  board  and  agency  executives  in 
the  former  Methodist  Church  (and  even 
now  in  the  United  Methodist  Church), 
has  shown  that  very  few  of  these  persons 
ever  return  to  the  parish.  Rather  they 
move  from  one  administrative  position  to 
another.  Term  episcopacy  would  not 
change  that  situation,  but  would  likely 
compound  it. 

As  one  rather  run-of-the-mill 
clergyman  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  I  truly  hope  that  the  General 
Conference  will  prayerfully  study  all  of 
the  alternatives  and  problems  that  are 
possible  before  making  a  decision  which 
may  injure  the  United  Methodist  Church 
of  the  future.  Term  episcopacy  does  not 
seem  to  solve  any  of  the  problems  it  is 
purported  to  solve;  rather  it  seems  to 
create  additional  ones. 

“Here  l  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
William  R.  Emblidge  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the 
First  UMC  in  Palmyra,  New  York. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  Here  I  Stand,  TM-UMR, 
P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Texas  75221. 
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Cokesbury 


O  death, 


where  is  thy  victory? 


For  I  delivered  to  you  as  of 
first  importance 
that  Christ  died  for  our  sins 
in  accordance  with  the 
scriptures, 

that  he  was  raised  on  the 
third  day 

in  accordance  with  the 
scriptures  .  .  . 

.  .  then  shall  come  to  pass 
the  saying  that  is  written: 
“Death  is  swallowed  up  in 
victory.” 

“0  death,  where  is  thy 
victory? 

0  death,  where  is  thy 
sting?” 

The  sting  of  death  is  sin,  and 
the  power  of  sin  is  the  law. 
But  thanks  be  to  God,  who 
gives  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

(I  Cor.  15:34, 54-56) 


Top  photo  by  Paul  Schrock  of  cemetery  near 
Johnston,  Pa.  Bottom  photo  by  Johnstown 
(Pa.)  Tribune  -  Democrat  of  Passion  Play 
sponsored  by  Conemaugh  Township  Area 
Ministries. 
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Quinlan  decision  expresses  the 
U.M.  Social  Principles,  exec  says 


Warns  against  danger  of  schism 

Church  seen  at  ‘turning  point’ 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

WICHITA.  Kan.  —  “We  appear  to  be 
living  at  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of 
the  church.  A  spirit  of  renewal  of  unique 
richness  may  be  in  our  immediate 
future,”  an  internationally  known 
authority  on  the  Wesleyan  movement 
told  more  than  1,400  participants  at  a 
“Bicentennial  Conference  on  the  Holy 
Spirit”  here  April  3. 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  research 
professor  of  theology  at  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  said  in  the 
last  of  four  lectures  he  presented  to  the 
gathering  that  “there  is  evidence”  that  a 
“new  Pentecost”  may  be  at  hand.  He 
warned,  however,  against  the  “schism 
within  the  church”  that  might  occur  from 
persons  misinterpreting  that  “Pen¬ 
tecost." 

Dr.  Outler  was  the  central  lecturer 
during  three  and  a  half  days  of  sermons, 
lectures  and  seminars  on  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Other  speakers  included  the  Rev. 
Tommy  Tyson,  UMC  evangelist  from 
North  Carolina;  Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle 
Jr.,  author  and  Wesleyan  scholar;  the 
Rev.  Merlin  R.  Carothers,  author  and 
former  army  chaplain;  Sister  Maria 
Edwards,  Roman  Catholic  nun  and 
retreat  leader  on  prayer;  and  Dr. 
Roberto  Escamilla,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

More  than  1,400  registrants  —  mainly 
from  the  Kansas  area  but  also  from 
numerous  other  states  —  packed  the 
sanctuary  of  the  First  UMC  here  for  the 
conference.  At  the  peak  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  as  many  as  300  additional 
persons,  not  allowed  to  register  because 
of  limited  space,  watched  and  listened  to 
speakers  via  a  closed  circuit  television 
hook-up  in  the  basement  of  the  church. 

Although  predominately  United 
Methodists,  participants  included 
members  of  several  other  Protestant 
denominations  as  well  as  Roman 
Catholics.  Many  participants  and  some 
speakers  identified  themselves  as 
“charismatics”  (defined  in  popular 
usage  as  persons  who  have  received  the 
“baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit”  and  who 
emphasize  the  “gifts  of  the  Spirit”).  But 
the  majority  appeared  to  be  non- 
charismatic. 

New  Pentecost  defined 

Dr.  Outler  said  that  the  simultaneous 
interest  in  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  in  various 
denominations  and  traditions  is  suf¬ 
ficient  evidence  that  “something  is  at 
hand.”  He  went  on  to  say  that  the  interest 
in  the  "gifts”  is  an  indicator  and  not  the 
result  of  the  “new  Pentecost.”  He 
defined  the  “new  Pentecost”  not  as  an 
outpouring  of  gifts,  but  as  a  “recovery  of 
a  loving  community”  within  the 
Christian  faith. 

Dr.  Outler  —  who  said  he  has  not  ex¬ 
perienced  such  charismatic  “gifts”  as 
“speaking  in  tongues”  —  said  he  does  not 
deny  the  reality  of  the  charismatic  ex¬ 
perience  but  that  he  feels  it  needs  to  be 
placed  in  perspective. 

“The  Holy  Spirit  is  God  present,”  he 
said,  “but  only  on  God’s  terms.  This  is  a 
deep  frustration  to  those  charismatics 
who  expect  the  Holy  Spirit  to  appear 
whenever  they  call.  But  the  Holy  Spirit 


doesn’t  let  anyone  choose  for  Him  when 
or  how  He  will  appear.  The  true  sign  of  a 
charismatic  event  is  that  it  intrudes.” 

He  went  on  to  say  that  “none  of  the 
gifts”  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  “special 
badge  of  spiritual  superiority.” 

“Those  who  have  the  gifts  —  whatever 
they  might  be  —  should  share  those  gifts 
for  the  betterment  of  the  entire  Christian 
community,  not  use  them  as  divisive 
signs  of  superiority,”  Dr.  Outler  said. 
“The  essence  of  Pentecost  is  not  the 
flaming  tongue,  but  hearts  warmed  in  the 
Spirit." 

‘Quit  squabbling’ 

He  said  Christians  should  quit 
squabbling  over  who  has  the  most 
spectacular  gifts  from  the  Spirit  and 
simply  begin  using  whatever  gift  each 
has. 

“The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  person,  as  God  is 
a  person,”  Dr.  Outler  said.  “The  Holy 
Spirit  is  not  some  electro-magnetic  force 
field  we  simply  plug  into  whenever  we 
please.  The  Holy  Spirit  chooses  when  to 
act.  We  do  not  choose  for  Him.” 

Other  speakers  also  frequently 
stressed  the  need  to  avoid  the  "schisms” 


they  said  are  being  created  by  the 
charismatic  movement  in  some  areas. 

Dr.  Tuttle,  who  said  he  is  charismatic 
himself  and  has  had  “the  gift  of  tongues” 
for  13  years,  said  that  “to  keep  from 
being  divisive  we  must  reinterpret  our 
gifts  via  our  own  religious  traditions.” 

A  United  Methodist  minister  from  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference,  Dr.  Tuttle 
said  “80  percent  of  my  work  on  the  road 
is  in  churches  split  down  the  middle  by 
views  on  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

“Sometimes”  he  said,  “we  charis¬ 
matics  interpret  the  gifts  in  terms 
of  classical  Pentecostalism”  (which  has 
viewed  gifts  and  especially  speaking  in 
tongues  as  evidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit). 
“Instead,  we  need  to  fit  them  in  with  our 
individual  religious  traditions.” 

Dr.  Tuttle  also  criticized  fellow- 
charismatics  as  “worshippers  who  often 
neglect  theology.”  He  charged  that  “our 
doctrine  is  often  the  last  book  we  read  on 
the  movement.” 

Dr.  Escamilla  asked  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  be  considered  as  the  spirit  of 
celebration,  the  spirit  of  growth  and  the 
spirit  of  “shalom”  (peace). 


By  MARTHA  MAN 
United  Methodist  Communications 

NEW  YORK  -  The  New  Jersey 
Supreme  Court’s  landmark  decision  on 
the  Karen  Ann  Quinlan  case  may  be  "a 
perfect  expression  in  word  and  deed  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Statement 
of  Social  Principles,”  according  to  a 
United  Methodist  executive  and 
specialist  in  the  field  of  biomedical 
ethics. 

“The  ruling  of  Chief  Justice  (Richard 
J.)  Hughes  is  a  landmark  opinion,  not 
alone  for  the  decision  rendered,  but  for 
the  depth  and  breadth  of  consideration 
accorded  the  issues,  facts  and  concerns 
which  appear  to  have  significantly 
shaped  the  court’s  action,”  said  Cathie 
Lyons,  assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries. 

Ms.  Lyons  acknowledged  the  court’s 
decision  probably  will  be  interpreted  by 
some  segments  of  society  as  “upholding 
for  Karen  a  constitutional  right  to  die.” 
However,  it  is  on  this  point  where  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Social 
Principles  closely  coincide  with  the 
decision. 

“We  applaud  medical  science  for  ef¬ 
forts  to  prevent  disease  and  illness  and 
for  advances  in  treatment  that  extend  the 
meaningful  life  of  human  beings,”  the 
Social  Principles  document  states. 

“At  the  same  time,  we  assert  the  right 
of  every  person  to  die  in  dignity,  with 
loving  personal  care  and  without  efforts 
to  prolong  terminal  illnesses  merely 
because  the  technology  is  available  to  do 
so.” 

The  New  Jersey  Supreme  Court 
decision,  issued  March  31,  ruled  that  the 
artificial  life  support  systems  main¬ 
taining  the  22-year-old  Karen  Ann 
Quinlan  in  a  vegetative  state  may  be 
withdrawn  upon  the  concurrence  of  her 
father,  Joseph,  who  was  named  her 
guardian,  the  family,  the  attending 
physicians  and  an  ethics  committee  of 
the  institution  in  which  she  is  hospitalized 
at  the  time.  The  action  overturned  a 
lower  court  decision  made  in  November 
1975.  Miss  Quinlan  has  been  in  a  coma 
since  April  1975. 

Key  issues 

Key  issues  and  concerns  encompassed 
in  the  State  Supreme  Court  decision, 
according  to  Ms.  Lyons,  included 
whether  brain  death  criteria  should  be 
applied  in  the  Quinlan  case,  the  need  for 
interdisciplinary  decision-making  in 
such  cases,  individual  rights  versus  the 
interests  of  the  State,  criminal  liability  in 
medical  judgment-making  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  medical  standards  and 
practice  in  the  use  of  artificial  life  sup¬ 
port  systems. 

Ms.  Lyons  characterized  the  decision 


as  compassionate  and  humane, 
displaying  a  concern  for  openness,  un¬ 
derstanding  and  compassion  in  public 
opinion.  She  cited  the  court’s  ruling  that 
the  decision  of  the  family  to  have  the 
respirator  removed  “should  be  accepted 
by  society,  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
whose  members  would,  we  think,  in 
similar  circumstances,  exercise  such  a 
choice  in  the  same  way  for  themselves  or 
for  those  closest  to  them.” 

In  analyzing  the  59-page  decision,  Ms. 
Lyons  cited  a  number  of  significant 
implications. 

Concerning  the  brain  death  criteria, 
she  said  the  ruling  shifted  from  a  “rigid, 
all-encompassing  criteria  .  .  .  and 
substituted  a  more  humane  criteria” 
demonstrating  a  “lesser  concern  for  the 
mere  vegetative  regulation  and  functions 
of  an  individual  and  a  hightened  concern 
for  the  more  highly  developed  brain 
functions  which  are  uniquely  human  and 
upon  which  the  potential  and  possibility 
of  sapient,  cognitive  life  depends.”  A 
further  implication,  she  said,  “may  be  a 
more  sincere  and  workable  appreciation 
and  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  brain 
functions  which  offer  potential  for  human 
being  can  and,  at  times,  do  terminate  in 
advance  of  the  body’s  total  biological 
demise.” 

Ms.  Lyons  also  pointed  to  an  important 


distinction  alluded  to  in  the  decision  — 
that  “the  establishment  of  criteria  by 
which  death  is  to  be  determined  may  not 
purely,  or  even  primarily,  be  a  medical 
decision”  although  “the  ability  to  apply 
these  criteria  does  rest  with  the  medical 
professionals.” 

Establish  ethics  committees 

Another  implication  of  the  decision, 
Ms.  Lyons  said,  is  that  the  call  for  in¬ 
terdisciplinary  decision-making  may 
prompt  greater  acceptance  by  the 
medical  profession  and  lay  public  of 
establishing  ethics  committees. 
“Hopefully,  this  decision  will  serve  to 
further  the  real  necessity  of  co-decision 
making  in  which  the  concerns  of  the 
patient  and  the  family  are  given  equal 
consideration  in  all  determinations 
regarding  the  care  of  severely  brain 
damaged  persons.” 

The  denial  of  the  contention  by  Karen’s 
attending  physician  (in  the  trial  court 
testimony)  that  “the  removal  of  the 
respirator  (sustaining  her  life)  would  be 
a  departure  from  established  medical 
practice,”  Ms.  Lyons  said,  hopefully 
could  result  in  “an  intentional 
examination  of  the  inconsistencies  of 
medical  standards  and  practice  by  the 
medical  profession  itself  in  consultation 
with  other  health  care  professionals.” 


6 Good  News 9  issues 
position  statement 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  —  Statements  opposing 
“any  form”  of  human  sexuality  study  by 
the  church  and  calling  for  withdrawal  of 
United  Methodist  backing  for  a  coalition 
on  abortion  rights  were  issued  here  April 
6  by  leaders  of  a  national  organization  of 
United  Methodist  “evangelicals.” 

In  other  action,  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  United  Methodists  for  Scrip¬ 
tural  Christianity  (Good  News 
movement)  endorsed  a  statement  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
which  affirms  the  presence  of 
“charismatics”  in  the  denomination  and 
called  for  lay  pastors  to  be  given  the 
power  to  administer  the  sacraments 
within  the  confines  of  the  parishes  they 
serve. 

Dr.  Charles  Keysor,  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  and  editor  of  “Good 
News  Magazine,”  told  TM/  UMR  the 
following  specifics  of  the  actions: 

Human  Sexuality  —  In  a  three  part 
statement,  the  committee  stated  for  the 
first  time  officially,  an  anti-sexuality 
study  position  similar  to  those  presented 
individually  by  Good  News  members  in 


Potential  for  peace  in 
Ireland,  claims  Methodist 


MADISON,  N.J.  (RNS)  -  The 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Ireland  says  that  while  Christian  groups 
have  failed  to  stem  the  tide  of  violence  in 
his  country,  Christian  movements  also 
have  the  potential  to  bring  peace  and 
healing. 

Dr.  Hedley  Plunkett,  speaking  at  Drew 
University,  said  “somehow  we  failed  to 
make  our  people  understand  that  the 
Christian  response  is  not  merely  a  verbal 
response,  but  a  personal  response  which 
involves  the  whole  being.” 

Ireland  has  “more  church  buildings 
per  square  mile  than  any  other  (country) 
under  heaven,”  he  said,  and  “every  stone 


Tongues: 


an  issue  of  much  interest  and 
little  agreement  in  the  church 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan.  —  Speaking  in 
tongues.  Some  Christians  are  threatened 
by  it.  Some  seem  preoccupied  by  it. 
Others  are  suspicious  of  those  who  do  it. 
A  few  look  down  upon  those  who  don't. 

But  after  a  three  and  a  half  day  con¬ 
ference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  here  —  at¬ 
tended  robustly  by  both  those  who  “do" 
and  those  who  “don’t”  —  the  only 
reachable  concensus  on  the  subject 
appears  to  be  that  the  whole  issue  stirs  a 
lot  of  interest  and  more  than  a  little 
disagreement. 

“Speaking  in  tongues”  (or  glossalalia, 
as  it  is  technically  known)  is  the  religious 
belief  that  some  Christians,  when  under 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  speak  in  a 
language  they  do  not  normally  know. 
Long  a  part  of  the  worship  experience  in 
the  churches  of  the  Pentecostal  tradition, 
persons  who  “speak  in  tongues”  claim 
that  the  words  they  say  are  the  words  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  speaking  through  them. 

In  recent  years,  however,  “speaking  in 
tongues”  has  emerged  in  mainline 
denominations  such  as  United 
Methodism  and  has  become  a  part  of  a 
worship  experience  of  many  members. 
Persons  who  have  these  and  other  ex¬ 
periences  with  “gifts  of  the  Spirit”  are 
popularly  referred  to  as  charismatics. 

But  what  is  “speaking  in  tongues"  all 
about  and  what  does  it  mean  or  not  mean 
for  those  who  do  it  and  those  who  don't? 
That  complicated  question  seemed  a 
main  topic  of  concern  both  on  and  off  the 
speakers’  platform  during  the  con¬ 
ference  here. 

Wish  tongues  been  left  out 

"1  sometimes  wish  the  whole  tongues 
business  could  have  just  been  left  out  of 
the  gifts,”  said  Dr.  Robert  Tuttle  Jr.,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and  author 
who  describes  himself  as  a  “charismatic 


who  speaks  in  tongues.”  “There  is  so 
much  misunderstanding  about  that  gift. 
People  always  seem  to  want  to  make 
something  more  out  of  it  than  it  is.” 

He  describes  “tongues”  as  “God’s  way 
of  taking  up  slack”  in  the  lives  of  in¬ 
dividuals.  “Some  of  us  are  just  not  as 
articulate  as  others,”  he  said,  “and  when 
the  Holy  Spirit  speaks  through  us, 
tongues  are  the  only  way  we  can  get  it  all 
out.  Some  people  don’t  have  that 
problem.  They  don’t  need  tongues.” 

Saying  “the  gift  of  tongues  has  nothing 
to  do  with  your  degree  of  commitment  to 
Christ,”  Dr.  Tuttle  markedly  differed 
from  “classical  Pentecostals”  who  claim 
the  speaking  of  tongues  is  necessary 
evidence  of  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  Wesleyan  scholar 
and  seminary  professor,  says  he  does  not 
“speak  in  tongues”  himself,  but  does  not 
discount  it  as  a  religious  experience.  He 
says  it  should  be  neither  viewed  as  “the 
supreme  religious  experience  nor 
religious  hysteria.” 

Search  for  communication 

“We  need  to  take  tongue  speaking  very 
seriously,”  Dr.  Outler  said,  “but  we  also 
need  to  search  it  for  communication.  If  it 
reveals  Scripture  we  should  rejoice,  but 
if  it  serves  only  to  confuse  we  should  be 
critical.” 

Dr.  Outler  said  he  is  “yet  to  hear 
someone  speak  in  tongues  in  a  way  that 
reveals  any  real  language  is  being 
spoken.”  He  said  he  doubts  that  there  is 
any  “linguistic  basis”  for  the  languages 
he  has  heard  spoken  as  “tongues.” 

Dr.  Outler  said  he  looks  upon  tongues 
the  same  way  he  views  tears.  “It  is  a  way 
for  the  overfilled  to  overflow,”  he  said. 

Both  Dr.  Outler  and  Dr.  Tuttle  strongly 
stressed  that  “tongues"  makes  no  threat 
to  United  Methodism  apart  from  the  way 


some  members  use  it  to  divide  rather 
than  enrich  the  church. 

Laypersons  speak 

In  small  group  discussions  during  the 
conference,  a  number  of  participants 
also  expressed  feelings  about  “tongues.” 
Those  feelings  were  diverse,  and  in¬ 
cluded  the  following: 

•  A  young  laywoman  from  Phoenix, 
Ariz.  —  “I  think  anyone  who  opens 
himself  to  the  Holy  Spirit  can  speak  in 
tongues.  It  makes  a  person  feel  much 
closer  to  God.  We  all  can  do  it  if  we  give 
ourselves  completely  to  God.” 

•  A  middle-aged,  Roman  Catholic 
laywoman  from  Hutchinson,  Kan.  —  “I 
speak  in  tongues.  It’s  one  of  the  many 
gifts  a  Christian  has  after  the  baptism  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Tongues  is  stressed  too 
much,  however  —  mostly  by  people  who 
don’t  speak  in  tongues.” 

•  An  elderly  United  Methodist  layman 
from  Wichita  —  “This  tongues  business 
is  sc  bunch  of  stuff.  I’m  tired  of  people 
who  do  it  acting  like  the  rest  of  us  aren’t 
real  Christians.” 

•  A  middle-aged  laywoman  from 
Topeka,  Kan.  —  “It  seems  to  me  that  a 
lot  of  it  is  just  for  show.  Maybe  some 
people  really  do  it.  I  don’t  doubt  that.  But 
most  of  them  just  work  themselves  up  to 
show  how  religious  they  are.” 

•  A  former  United  Methodist 
laywoman  from  Wichita,  who  recently 
joined  the  Baptist  Church  —  “I’ve  joined 
the  Baptist  Church  because  they  put 
more  emphasis  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  After  I 
received  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  Methodists  just  never  seemed  right  to 
me.” 

•  A  teen-age  woman  from  Wichita, 
Kan.  —  “I  just  want  to  love  God  more  and 
more.  I  would  give  anything  if  I  could 
speak  in  tongues,  but  so  far  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  not  allowed  me  that  gift.” 


thrower  and  fire  bomber  once  attended 
Sunday  school.” 

Nonetheless,  he  added,  “many  of  our 
people,  particularly  the  youth,  now  seem 
persuaded  that  God  is  a  mere  fancy,  that 
one  neither  needs  to  reckon  with  Him  nor 
accept  anything  from  Him.” 

He  said  that  while  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  clergy  “are  working  and 
praying  together  as  never  before,”  many 
lav  people  “are  still  living  in  prejudice 
and  myths.” 

He  placed  some  blame  for  the  con¬ 
tinuing  violence  in  Northern  Ireland  on  a 
few  “political  priests,”  both  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant. 

Loo’  ing  toward  the  future,  Dr. 
Plui  ett  said  the  charismatic 
movement,  “which  is  growing,  North  and 
South  .  .  .  seems  to  be  fulfilling  His  love, 
trying  to  lift  His  people  above  sectarian 
creedalism.  The  miracle  of  Pentecost," 
he  said,  “is  being  renewed  in  small,  non- 
sectarian  groups  whose  hearts  and  minds 
are  open  to  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

However,  he  said,  a  difficulty  with  the 
movement  so  far  is  that  it  has  involved 
“a  dead-end  pietism.” 

“I’d  like  to  see  more  charismatic 
movement  people  sticking  their  necks 
out,  risking  their  lives,”  he  said.  “To  be  a 
reconciler,  you  have  to  pay  a  price.  The 
movement  needs  to  leave  its  enclaves 
and  move  out  into  the  ghettos.  Only  a 
pietism  that  works,  that  relates  to  the 
problems  of  life,  will  be  of  any  help.” 

Dr.  Plunkett  identified  a  second  source 
of  hope  as  “the  wide  gate  of  worthy 
Christianity,”  found  in  the  major 
denominations,  whose  people  are  slowly 
“beginning  to  bear  witness  to  the  Gospel 
of  forgiveness.” 

He  said  it  is  against  this  background 
that  “the  church  must  strain  to  re-create 
its  ministry.” 

Dr.  Plunkett  is  something  of  an 
ecumenical  bridge  himself.  He  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  St.  Oliver  Plunkett,  the 
Roman  Catholic  primate  of  Ireland  who 
was  hanged,  drawn  and  quartered  by  the 
British  in  1681  on  charges  of  high  treason, 
connected  with  alleged  “popish  plots.” 
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the  past.  The  three  points  are  that  such  a 
church-wide  study  (as  some  church 
agencies  will  propose  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  later  this  month)  should  be  op¬ 
posed  because:  (1)  a  special  study 
commission  on  the  subject  under  any 
general  board  is  "unlikely  to  improve 
United  Methodist  understanding  of  God’s 
teachings  on  the  subject;"  (2)  Many 
persons  may  be  “led  astray”  by  man’s 
teachings  confused  with  God’s;  and  (3) 
such  a  study  would  "consume  money 
better  spent  on  world  hunger.” 

Tbortion  Coalition  —  It  was  stated  that 
present  United  Methodist  participation  in 
a  pro-abortion  coalition  should  end.  The 
committee  charged  that  license  of 
church  agencies  to  take  part  in  such  a 
coalition  moves  beyond  the  present 
Disciplinary  statements  of  the  church  on 
the  issue. 

Charismatics  —  The  committee  called 
for  an  end  to  repression  of  charismatics 
within  the  church  —  “particularly 
ministers  who  are  charismatic.” 
(Charismatics  are  persons  within  the 
church  who  emphasize  gifts  of  the  Spirit 
such  as  healing,  speaking  in  tongues, 
etc.)  The  committee  supported  the 
position  of  the  church’s  Board  of 
Discipleship  which  asks  for  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  denomination  to  try  to 
understand  and  accept  into  fellowship 
those  persons  who  are  charismatic. 

Lay  Pastors  —  The  committee  called 
for  church  legislation  to  permit  non- 
ordained  lay  pastors  to  administer 
sacraments  (Holy  Communion  and 
Baptism)  within  the  confines  of  the 
parish  where  they  serve.  Dr.  Keysor  said 
the  request  is  based  on  “the  pragmatic 
realities"  of  the  situation  such  present 
lack  of  authority  creates  in  the  parish. 


Why  do  *o 
many  United 
Methodists 
shop 

Cokesbury? 

•  Because  Cokesbury  is  the  retail 
servant  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  We  handle  the  official 
United  Methodist  curriculum 
and  materials  designated  for 
use  in  your  worship/study  pro¬ 
grams. 

•  Because  we  also  carry  many 
other  kinds  of  merchandise 
which  will  serve  appropriately 
anywhere — in  the  church,  in  the 
office,  or  at  home.  Among  these 
items  are  general  and  reference 
books,  Bibles,  office  supplies, 
sports'  wear,  and  musical  in¬ 
struments,  just  to  name  a  few! 

•  Because  at  Cokesbury  we  make 
it  easy  for  you  to  buy.  Our 
special  budget  terms,  charge 
account  program,  and  discounts 
facilitate  your  purchases  of  the 
finest  church  and  church  school 
supplies  available. 

•  Because  shopping  at  Cokesbury 
is  convenient.  There  are  30 
Cokesbury  stores  and  six  re¬ 
gional  service  centers  located 
across  the  United  States,  and 
we're  still  growing! 

If  you  haven't  already  discovered 
Cokesbury,  why  not  try  us  today. 

Just  contact  the  regional  service 
center  in  your  area  for  free 
catalogs  and/or  other  information, 
or  better  yet,  visit  the  Cokesbury 
store  nearest  you  (see  addresses 
below).  We'd  be  delighted  to  add 
your  name  to  our  list  of  satisfied 
customers! 

Cokesbury 
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Program  effort  gets  spotty  response 

Beset  by  problems, ‘Bishops'Call  for  Peace'  leaders  want  review 


4/i  appropriate  ceremony  for  Hauler 

NASHVILLE  —  Using  a  new  ritual  for  Baptism,  Confirmation  and  Renewal, 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  renew  their  baptismal 
covenants  during  a  service  at  The  Upper  Room  Chapel.  [See  TM7  UMR.  March  12.] 
Sprinkling  water  toward  the  congregation,  the  Rev.  Eugene  C.  Holmes  [left]  calls  on 
the  participants  to  "remember  jour  baptism  and  be  thankful." 

Mr.  Holmes,  a  pastor  from  Hartsville,  S.C.,  is  chairperson  of  the  Section  on 
Worship  which  recently  released  the  new  alternate  text.  Assisting  him  in  the  service 
is  Dr.  H.  Grady  Hardin,  a  professor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  who  chaired  the  Section's  alternate  rituals  editorial  com¬ 
mittee. 

Easter  is  an  appropriate  occasion  for  renewal,  the  introduction  to  the  ritual  reads, 
"since  through  the  sacrament  [of  baptism]  we  die  and  are  buried  with  Christ  that 
we  might  be  raised  with  him  to  new  life." 

UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO 

Small  ethnic  churches 
get  leadership  boost 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WINCHESTER,  Tex.  —  Squeaky 
wheels  may  get  the  grease,  but  even 
grease  won’t  help  when  the  wheel  design 
is  faulty. 

"Leadership  training  for  small 
membership  United  Methodist  churches 
and  particularly  for  black  and  ethnic 
minority  churches  must  be  designed  to  fit 
their  needs,”  said  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce 
after  a  workshop  here  at  Shiloh  UMC 
(membership  35)  for  small  black 
churches. 

Further,  he  said,  “training  teams  need 
to  go  directly  into  local  churches.” 

Dr.  Bruce  is  executive  director  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  on 
Ministries  which  kicked  off  a  pilot 
project  last  month  in  designing 
leadership  training  for  small  mem¬ 
bership  black  and  ethnic  minority 
churches.  Three  thousand  churches  in 
the  jurisdiction  have  100  or  less  mem¬ 
bers,  he  said. 

“Lay  people  from  small  membership 
churches  do  not  attend  district  training 
programs  which  typically  are  designed 
for  large  churches  with  a  person  to  fill 
every  slot.  We’re  deceiving  ourselves  if 
we  think  we  are  doing  a  job  for  small 
churches  when  many  of  them  haven’t 
even  heard  of  an  administrative  board  or 
council  on  ministries,”  he  said. 

Shiloh  UMC  is  one  of  17  black 
congregations  in  the  Austin  District 
Larger  Parish  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference.  All  17  have  memberships  of 
50  or  less  and  all  are  served  by  lay 
pastors;  10  of  the  17  participated  in  the 
workshop.  Dr.  Bruce  coordinated  the 
program  involving  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
Austin  District  Council  on  Ministries  as 
well  as  leadership/  resource  persons 
from  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Nash¬ 
ville. 

“These  small  membership  churches 
are  far  from  being  dead,”  Dr.  Bruce 
remarked  after  hearing  lay  people  and 
pastors  talk  enthusiastically  about  the 
exciting  things  happening  in  their 
churches  which  ranged  from  “souls 
being  saved”  to  the  installation  of  indoor 
restrooms  in  the  church  building. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  listed  their  top 


needs  as:  (1)  personal  spiritual  growth, 
(2)  Christian  education,  (3)  membership 
growth,  and  (4)  survival. 

From  these  priority  concerns  the 
leadership  team  developed  on-the-spot 
helps. 

For  example,  Ms.  Jennie  Youngblood 
gave  suggestions  on  how  to  hold  three 
church  school  classes  in  a  one-room 
church-house,  and  on  how  to  use  teaching 
resources.  She  is  the  director  of  con¬ 
sultant  services  for  small  membership 
churches,  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Nashville. 

“Small  churches  need  to  get  a  handle 
on  curriculum  resources,”  Dr.  Bruce 
noted.  “They  are  overwhelmed  with  the 
mass  of  resources  available  and  find  it 
difficult  to  locate  anything  to  meet  their 
needs  when  they  may  have  only  one  class 
for  all  ages  Sunday  morning.” 

“Survival”  suggestions  included 
working  together  on  youth  ministry, 
organizing  a  unit  of  United  Methodist 
Women  between  several  congregations, 
and  working  with  neighboring  white 
churches. 

The  next  step  is  to  find  local  church 
persons  with  leadership  potential  who 
can  be  equipped  to  go  into  other  local 
churches,  Dr.  Bruce  said.  Spring  and  fall 
1977  workshops  are  on  the  drawing 
boards  for  black.  Native  American  and 
Mexican-American  local  churches. 

Another  sign  of  the  increasing  concern 
for  small  membership  churches  is  in  the 
North  Georgia  Conference. 

“Empowering  the  Small  Church”  is 
the  theme  of  the  conference  program 
which  is  expected  to  be  a  major  emphasis 
for  the  next  four  years.  The  majority  of 
the  conference  churches,  both  black  and 
white,  have  less  than  200  members. 

The  North  Georgia  Council  on 
Ministries  is  also  asking  that  the  General 
Conference  offer  alternative  organiza¬ 
tional  structures  for  the  small  church. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

After  a  four-year  struggle  to  stay  alive, 
the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  Self- 
Development  will  “die  gracefully”  this 
month  at  General  Conference  —  but  it 
wants  a  post-mortem  to  determine  how 
healthy  it  really  was. 

The  Call  was  created  for  the  1972-76 
quadrennium  by  a  General  Conference 
resolution  to  identify  and  respond  to  “the 
enemies  of  peace  and  justice”  around  the 
world. 

Where  the  Call  was  heeded,  leaders 
say,  results  were  positive.  But  they 
admit  to  “spotty  response”  and  a 
questionable  future  for  many  of  their 
efforts.  And  they  wonder  if  setting  up  a 
separate  agency  like  theirs  to  carry  out  a 
church-wide  emphasis  is  really  the  best 
way  to  get  the  job  done. 

With  those  concerns  in  mind,  the  Call’s 
coordinators  have  asked  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  for  a  complete 
evaluation  of  a  program  which  even 
enthusiastic  supporters  say  has  had 
several  strikes  against  it. 

While  consciousness  was  raised  among 
many  United  Methodists,  problems 
constantly  threatened,  says  retired 
Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge,  top  executive  of 
the  Call’s  coordinating  committee.  The 
Call  was  plagued  by  inadequate  funds, 
changing  leadership  (he  took  over  the 
post  after  Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord’s 
retirement  in  1973)  and  “less-than- 
enthusiastic”  acceptance  and  program¬ 
ming  across  the  church,  he  reports. 

Structure  may  have  been  partly  to 
blame,  according  to  assistant  coor¬ 
dinator  Rev.  Michael  McIntyre.  The  Call 
originated  in  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
“programming  is  not  their  job,”  he  says, 
though  perhaps  60  percent  of  the  bishops 


did  promote  it.  “Their  advocate’s  role 
was  important  but  it  had  to  be  picked  up 
somewhere  else.”  And  picking  up  varied 
widely  from  conference  to  conference 
and  general  board  to  general  board,  he 
noted. 

Furthermore,  he  said,  the  “massive 
scope  of  the  Call  created  problems.  Many 
United  Methodists  found  it  too  broad  to 
get  a  handle  on.” 

The  effort  called  for  study  and  action  at 
every  church  level  on  a  wide  range  of 
concerns  from  hunger  and  liberation  of 
the  oppressed  to  militarism,  economic 
exploitation,  racism  and  population. 
What  is  a  priority? 

Ultimately,  and  implicit  in  any 
evaluation,  says  GCOM  general 
secretary  Rev.  Norman  Dewire,  is  the 
whole  question  of  church-wide  em¬ 
phases:  What  is  a  priority?  Should  the 
church  continue  to  set  up  separate 
“quasi-official”  agencies  like  the 
Bishops’  Call  to  implement  each  priority, 
or  channel  its  priorities  through  the 
program  boards  and  agencies  it  already 
has? 

“There  are  organizational  lessons  to  be 
learned  here,”  Mr.  Dewire  told 
TM/  UMR.  Hopefully,  he  said,  future 
church-wide  priorities  will  be  assigned  to 
already  existing  agencies.  GCOM  is 
making  that  recommendation  to  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

“Otherwise  no  one  owns  the  priority. 
And  when  the  quadrennium  is  over,  the 
work  may  have  been  so  far  outside  the 


program  life  of  the  church  that  it  may  not 
be  carried  on.” 

Regarding  the  Bishops’  Call,  he  noted, 
“we  must  also  question  the  wisdom  of 
creating  a  new  structure,  then  giving  it 
only  $14,500  a  year  and  two  staffpersons 
to  create  programs.” 

(Additional  program  funds  totalling 
some  $80,000  were  paid  from  monies 
designated  by  other  agencies  for  special 
interests  and  from  specially-raised  gifts 
for  the  Bishops’  Call). 

Not  without  impact 

The  Bishops’  Call  was  not  without 
impact,  according  to  Council  of  Bishops 
president  Ralph  Ward.  Even  in  areas 
where  it  was  not  heavily  emphasized,  it 
affected  the  consciousness  of  people. 

Undoubtedly  it  helped  surface  the 
hunger  emphasis  now  lodged  in  con¬ 
ference  and  local  church  task  forces,  he 
believes.  Through  a  clearer  in¬ 

terpretation  of  the  self-development  of 
peoples,  it  also  helped  “move  the  church 
away  from  a  neo-colonial  approach  to 
other  countries,  the  thinking  that  we 
must  do  things  for  people,  our  way,”  he 
said. 

Bishop  Dodge  reported  there  was 

“tremendous  response”  to  the  world 

hunger  problem  among  the  theological 
seminaries  and  in  some  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  “The  Call  has  not  only 

stimulated  giving  through  UMCOR  but 
has  encouraged  all  relief  agencies  to 
move  into  programs  of  rehabilitation  and 


development  as  soon  as  possible,”  he  told 
GCOM  in  March. 

Consciousness  was  also  raised  —  “in 
some  areas  more  thoroughly  than 
others”  —  in  areas  of  military  spending 
and  arms  limitation,  industrial  ex¬ 
ploitation,  the  “aggressive  expansion  of 
some  multi-national  corporations,” 
liberation  theology  and  curriculum 
enrichment,  he  said. 

A  greater  emphasis  on  global  con¬ 
sciousness  among  United  Methodists  and 
work  with  ecumenical  agencies  to  en¬ 
courage  human  dignity  and  justice  have 
also  been  plusses,  he  maintains. 

40  conferences  responded 

An  estimated  40  of  the  denomination’s 
73  annual  conferences  have  made  “a 
substantial  response”  to  the  Bishops’ 
CaU,  Mr.  McIntyre  told  TM/  UMR. 
Hopefully,  he  said,  the  “original 
thinking”  begun  in  those  conferences  will 
continue,  principally  in  the  form  of  world 
hunger  commissions. 

The  coordinating  committee  has  no 
intention  of  asking  General  Conference  to 
continue  the  Bishops’  Call.  “Our  task 
now  is  to  die  gracefully  in  front  of  the 
church,”  he  told  GCOM  in  his  final 
report. 

However,  the  priorities  the  Call  pointed 
to  must  continue,  he  believes.  “We  must 
continue  to  emphasize  hunger,  for 
example,  as  part  of  a  whole  range  of 
complex  issues  affecting  the  self- 
development  of  peoples.” 


U.M.  volunteer  keeps  it  human 


Project  feeds  souls  and  bodies 


Persistence— 
it  pays  off! 

WINCHESTER,  Tex.  —  The 
workshop  for  small  membership 
black  churches  held  here  in  March 
was  a  success  before  it  ever  hap¬ 
pened.  At  least  for  Shiloh  United 
Methodist  Church’s  35  members. 

When  the  word  went  out  from  Dr. 
William  Harris,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Austin  district,  South¬ 
west  Texas  Conference,  to  17  small 
black  churches  that  a  workshop  was 
being  arranged,  the  Rev.  Dorothy 
Finch  immediately  requested  that  it 
be  held  at  Shiloh  UMC. 

Dr.  Harris  resisted  her  requests  but 
finally  told  her  quite  frankly  that  “we 
ought  to  have  the  workshop  in  a 
church  where  there  would  be  indoor 
toilet  facilities.” 

Ms.  Finch,  a  lay  pastor  who  is  the 
daughter,  niece  and  sister  of  United 
Methodist  preachers,  was  not  to  be 
denied.  She  went  to  work  and  raised 
$1,000  on  her  own  and  requested  $750 
from  the  Austin  district  board  of 
missions  to  pay  for  the  installation  of 
indoor  restrooms. 

So  the  workshop  was  held  at  Shiloh 
church  with  Dorothy  Finch  as  the 
pastor-in-charge ! 


By  CAROL  AMEN 

SUNNYVALE,  Calif.  —  “I  appreciate 
being  useful  at  my  age,”  widowed  Nellie 
Melander,  74,  says  about  her  daily  five  or 
six  hours  of  volunteer  service  here  at  a 
local  seniors’  nutrition  program.  Started 
in  February  1974,  the  federally  funded 
project  first  served  50  meals  daily  to 
older  persons.  Now  it  serves  100-plus 
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Nellie  Melander 
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Wisconsin  pilots  study  of  sexuality 


By SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

MILWAUKEE  —  While  most  of  the 
denomination  continues  to  debate 
whether  or  not  the  church  should  study 
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sexuality  (including  homosexuality,) 
Wisconsin  United  Methodists  are  com¬ 
pleting  just  such  a  study. 

What  are  the  results?  Mixed,  report 
planners  and  participants. 

“Responses  have  ranged  from  deep 
appreciation  for  having  some  questions 
answered,  to  very  negative  reactions  and 
some  walkouts,”  the  Rev.  Marilynn 
Rushton,  Durand,  Wis.,  told  TM/  UMR. 
She  is  chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  Task  force 
on  the  “church  and  gay  liberation” 
whose  objective  is  “educational,”  she 
said,  “to  present  balanced  views.” 

Dr.  Leigh  Roberts,  conference  lay 
leader,  psychiatrist  and  member  of  the 
task  force  told  TM/UMR  that  “people 
polarized  in  fixed  negative  positions 
have  not  changed.  But  persons  not 
knowledgeable,  including  clergy,  have 
gained  in  understanding  homosexuality 
and  are  able  to  accept  homosexuals  as 
persons  and  not  see  them  just  as 
problems,”  he  said. 

Wisconsin  area  Bishop  Jesse  R. 
DeWitt,  Madison,  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  clergy  workshop  which 
“helped  pastors  cbuii^ef' r  with 
homosexuals.” 

The  broad-scale  study  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  from  theological,  socio¬ 
logical,  legal,  psychological  and 
biological  aspects  developed  after  the 
1975  annual  conference  referred  a 
resolution  calling  for  “insuring  of  legal 
rights  to  all  persons  regardless  of  sexual 
orientation”  to  the  districts  and  local 
churches  for  study,  Ms.  Rushton  said. 
(At  the  present  time  Wisconsin  statutes 
make  homosexual  acts  a  felony.) 

On  the  plus  side  Ms.  Rushton  observed 
that  “many  more  people  are  now  talking 
about  homosexuality  with  honest 
Christian  concern  and  not  just  emotional 
bias.” 

But  on  the  other  hand,  a  small  per¬ 
centage  of  participants  at  each  event 
“came  to  fig,  she  said.  “They  were 
angry  the  subject  was  even  being 
discussed,  they  threatened  to  leave  the 
church,  and  frequently  embarrassed 
other  participants  by  their  personal 
attacks  on  gay  persons  involved  in  the 
workshops.” 

Dr.  Ted  Jennings  said  “The  primary 


difficulty  is  defusing  the  anxieties  which 
people  bring.”  A  U.M.  professor  of  sys¬ 
tematic  theology  at  Chicago  Theological 
Seminary,  Dr.  Jennings  lectured  on  the 
traditional  Biblical  and  theological 
perspectives  at  the  clergy  workshop  and 
at  the  Milwaukee  district  workshop  for 
both  laity  and  clergy.  He  reported  two 
basic  kinds  of  reactions  among  partici¬ 
pants. 

One  kind  of  reaction  is  —  “This  has 
never  been  discussed  in  the  church 
before  and  the  fact  that  it  is  being 
discussed  means  the  church  is  getting 
away  from  its  primary  task.” 

"That  can  be  handled  very  well  in  a 
thorough  Biblical  and  theological  study. 
Sexuality  is  a  gift  of  God  and  Biblical 
discussion  of  it  goes  all  the  way  back  to 
Genesis,”  Dr.  Jennings  said. 

A  second  reaction,  to  homosexuality 
particularly,  involves  peoples’  emotional 
investment  in  traditional  models  of  male, 
female  and  heterosexual  roles.  “Feelings 
are  triggered  which  are  very  difficult  to 
deal  with.”. 

Although  he  is  completely  opposed  to 
separating  laity  and  clergy  because  he 
feels  it  fosters  division  in  the  long  run, 
Dr.  Jennings  said  he  found  “opposed 
laity  far  more  voc?l,  adamant  and  even 
disruptive  than  clergy  opposed  to  the 
discussion.” 

He  said  it  is  “impossible”  to  study 
homosexuality  alone  without  the  total 
context  of  human  sexuality.  Church  atti¬ 
tudes  about  sexuality  have  prevented 
any  realistic  guidance  for  people 
perplexed  by  real  ambiguities. 

“Our  division  of  the  house”  has 
resulted  in  two  equally  simplistic  views, 
he  said.  One  is  to  look  at  sexuality  as 
dirty  except  in  the  context  of  marriage. 
The  other  view  is  that  ‘anything  goes  as 
long  as  nobody  gets  hurt.’  That  leaves  no 
possibility  for  discussion. 

Dr.  Jennings  thinks  it  “would  be 
catastrophic  for  the  church  to  use 
sexuality  as  a  way  of  evading  or 
retreating  from  global  hunger,  human 
pain  and  suffering 

“If  a  study  of  sexuality  could  illumi¬ 
nate  other  kinds  of  human  oppression  it 
could  be  very  helpful,  but  the  great 
temptation  is  to  talk  about  sexuality  by 
itself,”  he  said. 


hearty  hot  dinners  per  week  day  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“When  the  phones  start  ringing  at  8:30, 
it’s  Nellie  as  transportation  coordinator 
who  helps  it  run  smoothly  and  yet  keeps 
it  human,”  said  manager  Mary  Rosato. 
“She  matches  those  who  need  rides  with 
those  who  volunteer  as  drivers.  She  has  a 
mini-computer  inside  that  beautifully 
coiffed  head  of  hers  that  keeps  track  of 
which  people  like  to  come  early,  or  ride 
in  the  front  seat  ;  and  when  they  get  here, 
she  remembers  which  person  doesn’t  like 
to  face  the  wall,  or  needs  a  seat  at  the 
head  of  the  table  because  of  a 
wheelchair,  etc. 

“Nellie’s  extremely  tactful,”  Mrs. 
Rosato  continues,  “and  sensitive  to 
people’s  needs.  She’s  so  committed  to  the 
project  she’s  hardly  had  a  day  off  since 
we  started.” 

Though  Nellie  pooh-poohs  tributes 
from  co-workers  in  the  program,  she  was 
touched  not  long  ago  when  California 
State  Senator  Jerry  Smith  joined 
R.S.V.P.  (Retired  Seniors  Voluneer 
Program)  for  a  luncheon  honoring  older 
persons,  including  herself,  who  have 
given  much.  She  was  also  named  one  of 
several  “Women  Of  Achievement”  in  a 
January  ’75  San  Jose  Mercury-News 
award. 

“There  are  so  many  peopole  who  do 
more  than  I  do,”  Nellie  insists,  “but  I’m 
just  human  enough  that  I  like  it  when 
someone  recognizes  the  good  that’s 
coming  out  of  this  program.  I  feel  very 
fortunate  to  be  a  part  of  it.” 

Planners  two  years  ago  were  primarily 
concerned  about  possible  nutritional 
deficits  of  oldsters,  particularly  those 
living  alone  who  might  not  be  preparing 
well-balanced  meals,  or  the  financially 
limited. 


Soon  after  the  program  started,  im¬ 
proved  health  of  many  participants 
became  apparent.  One  gentleman 
required  assistance  and  transportation  to 
the  church  nutrition  site  because  of  his 
frail,  weakened  condition.  Almost  im¬ 
mediately  his  weight  began  a  climb  from 
86  pounds  to  the  101-mark  where  it  has 
leveled  out. 

Food  for  the  body  is  plentiful,  and 
many  of  the  guests  save  fruit  or  milk  and 
take  it  home  for  their  evening  meal  or  a 
snack.  But  Mrs.  Rosato  has  observed 
that  there  are  additional  benefits  for  the 
mind  and  spirit  as  well  —  armchair 
exercises,  on-location  health  checks  by  a 
nurse,  eye-glasses  adjustments  provided 
by  a  retired  optometrist,  current  topics 
discussions,  Bingo,  slides  or  movies  and 
occasional  music  by  outside  groups. 

The  nutritional  program  at  the  church 
is  literally  changing  lives.  “We’ve  seen 
participants  come  out  of  their  shells,” 
Mrs.  Rosato  explains,  “turii1  from  loners 
into  socializes,  begin  to  take  pains  with 
appearance.  We’ve  had  two  weddings  of 
persons  who  met  here.  It’s  fantastic. 
Somehow  it  all  clicks  to  be  more  than  just 
an  efficient  food  program  —  it’s  people 
caring  about  other  people.  And  Nellie 
plays  a  big  part.” 

And  the  Rev.  Arnold  S.  Vorster, 
minister  at  First  UMC  here  and  also  a 
driving  force  behind  the  success  of  the 
nutrition  program,  is  vocal  in  giving  his 
modest  parishoner  much  of  the  credit. 
“Nellie  Melander  is  not  some  kind  of 
federal  robot.  She  has  style,  genuineness, 
and  compassion.  She’s  concerned  about 
human  beings.”  ,ri, 

Mrs.  Amen  is  a  free  lance  writer  living 
in  Sunnyvale,  Calif,  who  has  written  for 
numeicu  eligior.  public  otic 
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Christian  citizenship  urged 


Nation  needs  religious  rebirth ,  senators  claim 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Christian  citizens  today,  perhaps  as 
never  before  in  the  nation’s  history,  face 
issues  “that  demand  the  best  that  is  in  us 
in  hard  thinking  and  decisive  action,” 
Sen.  Hubert  Humphrey  (D-Minn.)  said 
here. 

The  former  Vice  President  and 
Senators  George  McGovern  (D-S.D.)  and 
Edward  Kennedy  (D-Mass.)  were  among 
the  speakers  addressing  “Christian 
Citizenship  ’76,”  a  national  seminar 
called  by  the  Christian  Life  Commission 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  More 
than  600  Baptist  lay  and  clergy  leaders 
from  30  states  attended. 

Among  problems  still  facing  the 
nation,  Sen.  Humphrey  cited  the  “con¬ 
tinued  denial  of  civil  rights  to  minority 
groups,  and  pollution  of  our  environment, 
the  need  to  develop  and  conserve  energy 
resources,  and  a  crisis  of  confidence  in 
governmental  leadership.” 


Americans,  he  asserted,  “cannot  begin 
to  take  up  the  challenges  before  us  unless 
there  is  a  rebirth  of  Christian  citizenship 
—  a  citizenship  owing  its  allegiance  to  the 
final  authority  of  faith  and  love,  and  a 
citizenship  that  unites  us  with  all  peoples 
of  the  earth.” 

“  ‘God  so  loved  the  world.’  Can  we  do 
anything  less?”  he  asked. 

The  1968  Democratic  presidential 
candidate  said  he  believes  the  U.S.  is  “on 
a  great  pilgrimage  toward  molding  a 
better  nation  and  world.  Our  religious 
communities  well  understand  the 
meaning  of  this  pilgrimage.” 

“The  parish  priest,  the  circuit  rider, 
the  lay  preacher  were  to  be  found 
wherever  the  wagons  had  halted  to  form 
a  community  on  the  American  frontier  in 
the  last  century,”  Sen.  Humphrey,  a 
Congregationalist  layman  continued. 
“Our  religious  communities  were  an 
integral  part  of  the  pioneer  spirit  of 


Unpopular  Catholic 
teaching  defended 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Arch¬ 
bishop  William  W.  Baum  of  Washington 
was  critical  of  a  survey  which  suggested 
that  Pope  Paul’s  encylical  on  birth 
control  had  caused  the  Catholic  Church 
to  lose  credibility  among  its  members  in 
the  U.S.  (See  TM/  UMR,  Apr.  2) 

The  archbishop,  responding  to  a  survey 
headed  by  Father  Andrew  M.  Greeley  of 
the  National  Opinion  Research  Center  at 
the  University  of  Chicago,  said  that  no 
matter  how  unpopular  a  teaching  of  the 
church  is,  it  must  not  accommodate  itself 
to  what  people  think  it  should  be. 

The  Greeley  report  undertook  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  decline  of  enrollment  in 
Catholic  parochial  schools  but  bore  down 
heavily  on  the  controversial  Humanae 
Vitae  (Of  Human  Life)  document 
promulgated  by  Pope  Paul  VI  in  1968. 

Archbishop  Baum  acknowledged  that 
for  many  Catholics  there  is  a  problem  of 
acceptance  of  the  church’s  teaching  on 
birth  control  —  namely  that  no  ar¬ 
tificially-induced  controls  are  to  be  used. 

“At  every  age,  at  every  moment  in  the 
church’s  life,  many  of  its  members  have 
had  problems  with  the  teachings  of  the 
church,”  the  archbishop  said.  “The 
church,  though,  must  be  faithful  to  its 
understanding  of  the  Gospel,  of  its  vision 
of  God’s  plan.  It  cannot,  in  the  interest  of 
accommodation,  change  its  doctrine.” 

“In  other  words,”  he  said,  “the  ac¬ 
culturation  of  Catholics  in  the  United 
States  to  American  mores  is  something 
which  is  not  an  unmixed  blessing,  and  the 
church,  as  the  community  of  faith,  should 
not  be  expected  to  accommodate  to  the 
mores  of  any  nation  or  any  culture.” 

Archbishop  Baum  said  the  church 
“must  always  stand  outside  as 

Church  group  says 
liquor  ad  slurs  Bible 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  <RNS)  —  Promp- 
ted  by  complaints  from  church  groups, 
the  Charlotte  Observer  and  the  Charlotte 
News  halted  publication  of  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  for  a  brand  of  scotch 
whiskey  which  was  said  to  make  a 
“mockery”  of  the  Bible. 

The  advertisement  featured  a  picture 
of  the  bottle  of  scotch  called  King  James, 
flanked  with  the  words  “The”  and 
“Version”  to  make  the  phrase  “The  King 
James  Version.” 

Protests  began  to  roll  in  from  irate 
readers  and  church  groups  who  said  the 
advertisement  constituted  a  slur  upon 
King  James  Version  of  the  Bible.  A 
petition  from  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Thrift  Baptist  Church  at  Paw  Creek 
described  the  ad  as  “blasphemous.” 

Rolfe  Neill,  publisher  of  the 
newspapers,  and  their  advertising 
managers  decided  to  cancel  the  ad  a  few 
days  after  its  one-day  publication. 

Mr.  Neill  said  “we  cancelled  it  because 
we  thought  it  was  in  poor  taste.”  He  said 
the  advertisers  of  the  whiskey  "thought 
they  were  being  catchy,  but  they  stepped 
over  the  line  of  being  catchy  into  the  area 
of  bad  taste.” 


something  of  the  prophet.  The  church 
must  always  say  no  to  certain  in¬ 
clinations  in  man  and  evil  tendencies  in 
society  and  in  so  doing,  the  church  in¬ 
variably  makes  itself  unpopular.” 

Leader  says 
charges  are 
‘misleading’ 

BOSTON  (RNS)  —  A  Christian 
Science  spokesman  said  here  that 
“many  charges”  made  by  a  member  of 
the  denomination  are  “unfounded.” 

Dr.  J.  Burroughs  Stokes,  manager  of 
Christian  Science  publication  com¬ 
mittees,  said  charges  by  Reginald  G. 
Kerry,  as  reported  in  Time  magazine, 
are  “distortions”  which  are  “certainly 
misleading.” 

The  spokesman  for  The  Mother 
Church,  headquarters  of  the 
denomination,  said,  “It  is  quite  true  the 
church  has  faced  similar  attrition  of 
membership  and  finances  to  that  faced 
by  many  denominations  in  the  recent 
period,”  but  he  said  the  195,000  mem¬ 
bership  figure  of  Mr.  Kerry  is  “highly 
inaccurate.” 

He  refused  to  divulge  membership 
figures,  citing  a  1908  directive  of  Mary 
Baker  Eddy,  whom  Christian  Scientists 
revere  as  discoverer  and  founder  of  the 
religion. 

Time  reported  that  Mr.  Kerry,  62,  a 
Christian  Scientist  for  40  years,  cir¬ 
culated  a  letter  last  December  to  local 
leaders  and  practitioners,  charging 
“gross  mismanagement,  inexperience 
and  lack  of  Christian  ethics”  at  Mother 
Church  headquarters. 

He  estimated  that  the  number  of 
practioners  (healing  counselors)  is  less 
than  half  what  it  was  20  years  ago,  that 
500  Christian  Science  churches  and 
societies  have  disbanded  since  1972,  that 
500  of  the  remaining  3,000  are  on  the 
brink  of  closing. 

Dr.  Burroughs  said  the  “number  of 
church  closings”  was  inflated  by  70  per 
cent,  and  that  the  “contention  that 
directors’  incomes  can  be  ‘bumped’  to 
reach  $100,000  levels... and  the  im¬ 
plication  that  the  church  has  practically 
given  up  Christian  benevolence  for 
members  and  others  are  without  foun¬ 
dation.” 

Responding  to  other  charges  by  Mr. 
Kerry,  Dr.  Burroughs  said,  “The  letter 
writer  insisted  that  the  church  was  on  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy  (it  is  not,)  that  its 
books  were  not  audited  (they  were 
audited  by  Ernst  and  Ernst,)  and  that  the 
church  periodical  subscriptions  were  at 
an  alltime  low.  The  Journal  is  at  about 
the  level  it  was  in  1941 ;  and  The  Christian 
Science  Monitor,  the  church’s  well  known 
newspaper,  is  currently  below  a  1971 
peak  but  above  what  it  was  in  the  early 


■Hi  yearn  loir  — it  hit  of  faint- 

TAKOMA  PARK,  Md.  —  While  helping  his  mother  sweep  a  Chattanooga  theater  45 
years  ago,  the  Rev.  Cleavant  Derricks  found  a  badly-needed  $5  bill  and  the  in¬ 
spiration  to  write  one  of  the  nation’s  most  famous  gospel  songs,  “Just  A  Little  Talk 
With  Jesus.”  Although  the  song  has  been  recorded  by  more  than  300  singers,  Mr. 
Derricks,  a  retired  Baptist  pastor  who  lives  here,  never  received  a  cent  in  royalties. 
He  swapped  the  song  for  50  songbooks  which  he  sold  at  churches  and  gospel 
meetings  for  10  cents  each.  Now  65,  Mr.  Derricks  recorded  the  song  with  his  family 
before  becoming  ill  with  cancer  recently  and  has  begun  to  achieve  a  bit  of  the  fame 
which  eluded  him  for  45  years.  religious  news  service  photo 


America,  strengthening  its  moral  fiber, 
searching  for  the  ways  of  God  with  men 
in  a  new  land  and  a  totally  new 
situation.” 

“And  it  is  that  same  pioneer  spirit  to 
which  we  are  called  today,”  he  said. 
“Not  to  cross  a  geographical  boundary, 
but  to  press  forward  to  meet  new 
challenges,  to  grasp  hold  of  new  op¬ 
portunities,  with  the  same  deter¬ 
mination.” 

Sen.  McGovern,  onetime  United  Meth¬ 
odist  lay  preacher,  told  the  Baptist 
leaders  that  while  “we  know  that  the 
kingdom  of  God  cannot  come  alone  by 
government  policy,  we  also  know  that  if 
someone  is  hungry,  we  should  give  him 
food;  if  a  person  is  thirsty,  we  should  give 
her  drink;  that  we  should  house  the 
homeless  and  care  for  the  sick.’* 

"Yet  during  recent  years  and  elec¬ 
tions,”  he  said,  “there  has  been  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  scorn  those  who  apply  moral 
principles  to  public  affairs.  Certain 
critics  express  contempt  for 
‘moralizing,’  while  they  appear  to  accept 
and  nearly  admire  political 
manipulation,  so  long  as  it  is  effective.” 

Sen.  McGovern,  the  Democratic 
presidential  candidate  in  1972,  noted  that 
the  “lessons  of  our  past  confirm  the 
admonition  that  ‘righteousness  exalteth 
a  nation’  —  and  with  the  stain  of  Vietnam 
and  Watergate  still  so  vivid,  I  need  not 
underscore  the  pitfalls  in  divorcing 
morality  from  public  policy.” 

He  called  for  a  commemoration  of  the 
“beginning  of  America”  by  “recon¬ 
firming  its  moral  underpinning... Let  us 
resolve  to  keep  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance, 
not  just  to  the  flag,  but  to  the  values  for 
which  it  stands;  ‘Liberty  and  justice  for 
all.’  ” 

“More  just  and  humane  public  goals 
must  become  the  pledge  and  proof  of  an 
authentic  Bicentennial,”  he  asserted. 
“They  alone  can  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
revolution  for  further  liberty  —  from  the 
tyranny  of  economic  injustice  —  and 
from  that  more  nearly  ultimate  tyranny, 
the  early  death  of  hunger,  poverty  and 
untreated  disease.” 

Sen.  Kennedy  devoted  all  of  his 
prepared  remarks  to  “health  care  as  a 
national  priority.” 

“With  the  possible  exception  of  gun 
control,”  he  said,  “there  is  no  subject  of 
national  debate  where  responsible 
progress  on  a  critical  issue  has  been 
more  confused  and  misinformed  than  the 
debate  over  health  care  in  America.” 

Asserting  that  health  care  “should  be 
viewed  like  education  —  as  a  need  too 
basic  to  depend  on  a  person’s  income,” 
Sen.  Kennedy  said  national  health  in¬ 
surance  could  make  this  possible. 


'\f  lial  our  Savior  saw  from  tlic  cross' 


This  painting  by  J.  James  Tisset  brings  to  mind  the  scene 
in  Matthew:  “And  when  they  had  crucified  him,  they  divided 
his  garments  among  them  by  casting  lots  ;  then  they  sat  down 
and  kept  watch  over  him  there. ..And  those  who  passed  by 
derided  him,  wagging  their  heads  and  saying,  "You  who 
would  destroy  the  temple  and  build  it  in  three  days,  save 
yourself!  If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  come  down  from  the 

4 Church  without  blacks'  feared 


cross."  So  also  the  chief  priests,  with  the  scribes  and  elders, 
mocked  him,  saying.  “He  saved  others;  he  cannot  save 
himself.  He  is  the  King  of  Israel;  let  him  come  down  now 
from  the  cross,  and  we  will  believe  in  him.  He  trusts  in  God; 
let  God  deliver  him  now,  if  he  desires  him;  for  he  said,  ‘I  am 
the  Son  of  God.'  “  [Matt.  27:35,  36.  39-42] 
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UMC  confronts  racial  crisis 


By  GEORGE  M.  DANIELS 
NEW  YORK  —  Racism  in  U.S.  chur¬ 
ches  is  still  not  talked  about  as  widely  as 
racism  in  political  and  economic  circles. 
Perhaps  to  people  other  than  those 
comparative  few  who  are  intimately 
involved  in  the  life  of  their  churches, 
there  is  no  such  entity  as  a  racist  church. 

It  does  exist,  however,  and  nowhere  is 
it  more  evident  than  in  those  few 
predominantly  white  mainline 
Protestant  churches. 

Only  about  half  of  the  nation’s  black 
population  is  churched.  While  the 
majority  of  blacks  are  members  of 
predominantly  or  all-black  denomina- 


‘They  spoke  a  great  eulogy  for  me,  but  heaven  just  wouldn’t  buy  it. 


‘Christ’s  Patrol’  motorbike  group 
provides  ministry,  not  mayhem 


ONTARIO,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  The  sight  of 
leather-jacketed  motorbikers  through  a 
rear-view  mirror  sometimes  brings 
terror  into  the  hearts  of  motorists  on 
lonely  stretches  of  roadways.  But  if  the 
bikers  are  wearing  jackets  labeled, 
“Christ’s  Patrol,”  they  are  out  for 
ministry,  not  mayhem. 

Stranded  motorists  have  often  been 
glad  to  meet  up  with  the  scroungy- 

'’Gays9  call  court 
ruling  disappointing 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Leaders  of 
Christian  “gay”  rights  organizations 
said  they  were  very  disappointed  by  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  allowing 
states  to  prohibit  hombsexual  acts 
between  consenting  adults  ih  private. 

In  telephone  interviews,  however,  they 
varied  in  their  assessment  of  the 
decision’s  impact. 

Prof.  Louie  Crew,  founder  of  Integrity, 
an  Episcopal  group,  feared  the  decision 
would  be  “taken  as  an  invitation... to  take 
massive,  almost  Nazi,  reactions  to  the 
“gay”  community.” 

Though  “extremely  disappointed” 
with  the  decision,  the  Rev.  Troy  Perry, 
founder  and  moderator  of  the  Universal 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches,  said,  “I  don’t  see  that  as  a 
problem  at  this  time.” 

He  called  the  decision  a  “setback”  but 
said  he  is  “not  so  sure”  it  will  make  it 
more  difficult  to  have  state  laws  against 
voluntary,  private  homosexual  acts 
repealed. 

John  Herbert,  coordinator  of  the  New 
York  chapter  of  Lutherans  Concerned  for 
Gay  People,  said  the  “higher  mandate” 
of  the  Gospel  compelled  “love  and  justice 
for  all  people,”  regardless  of  court 
rulings. 


looking  Patrol  members,  who  give  them 
assistance  and  then  hand  them  a  card 
reading :  “You  have  just  been  assisted  by 
Christ’s  Patrol  M.C... Christ  is  Your 
Answer.” 

A  run-in  with  such  bike  groups  as  Hell’s 
Angels  may  lead  to  a  stay  in  the  hospital 
or  worse  for  some  unfortunate  persons. 
But  Christ’s  Patrol  is  organizing  a  $10,000 
fund-raising  project  to  help  a  teen-age 
girl  stricken  with  a  rare  brain  disorder  to 
receive  special  surgery. 

The  Rev.  Philip  (Blade)  Smith,  39,  is 
national  president  of  the  Patrol,  which 
has  chapters  in  40  cities  and  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  ;fl|£QHtr500.  He  believes  Jesus 
would  probably  tye,  a  biker  if  He  were  on 
earth  today. 

Jesus  “was  something  of  a  rebel,”  Mr. 
Smith  says,  “and  religious  leaders 
couldn’t  understand  why  He  associated 
with  sinners.  That’s  what  our  group  is 
doing,  too.” 

The  Patrol’s  president,  who  earned  his 
nickname  for  his  skills  in  street  fighting 
with  a  switchblade,  met  Christ  while 
working  in  a  factory  in  Dayton.  The 
young  tough  was  stationed  on  an 
assembly  line  next  to  a  Bible  student. 

“I  told  him  if  he  mentioned  Christ  once 
more.  I’d  put  his  lights  out,”  Mr.  Smith 
recalls.  “He  did,  and  I  went  to  swing  on 
him,  but  I  was  paralyzed  and  couldn't  do 
it.  I  ended  up  shaking  hands  with  him.” 

Soon  after,  Mr.  Smith  made  a  Christian 
commitment  at  an  Assemblies  of  God 
youth  rally.  He  trained  at  several  Bible 
colleges,  served  as  a  missionary  in  five 
foreign  countries,  and  then  decided  to 
return  to  the  states  to  minister  to  other 
bikers. 

Christ’s  Patrol  has  a  good  reputation 
with  both  law-enforcement  officers  and 
outlaw  bike  clubs,  according  to  Mr. 
Smith.  “We’re  respected  now,  but  at  first 
we  were  laughed  at  a  lot,”  he  says. 


tions,  others  are  members  of  predomi¬ 
nantly  white  churches  that  are  now 
facing  what  is  called  an  ethnic  minority 
crisis. 

Foremost  among  them  is  the  giant  9.95 
million-member  United  Methodist 
Church,  second  in  size  only  to  the  almost 
all  white  Southern  Baptist  Church. 

According  to  statistics  of  its  own 
research  staff,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  minimum  of  422,  251  racial 
and  ethnic  minority  members,  including 
353,326  blacks,  37,967  Hispanics,  16,713 
Asian-Americans,  and  14,245  Native  or 
Indian  Americans. 

Because  of  this  conglomeration,  says 
the  Rev.  Woodie  White,  chairman  of  the 
church's  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  the  United  Methodist  Churfch  is  the 
most  diverse  church  body  in  the  country. 
It  has,  he  says,  the  largest  Spanish¬ 
speaking  constituency  of  any  Protestant 
body,  the  largest  American  Indian 
constituency,  and  the  largest  Asian- 
American  constituency. 

It  also  has  more  blacks  on  its  rolls  than 
the  Episcopalian,  Presbyterian  and 
United  Church  of  Christ  put  together. 

Seven  black  bishops 

There  are  seven  black  bishops  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  the  U.S.  One  of  the 
denomination’s  four  major  program 
boards  is  headed  by  a  black,  and  another 
black  has  been  elected  chief  executive  of 
a  second  board.  Of  seven  divisions  that 
comprise  its  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  church’s  largest  program  agency 
that  spearheads  the  denomonation’s 
work  in  55  countries  overseas  and  in  the 
U.S.,  two  are  headed  by  blacks  —  one  of 
whom  is  a  woman. 

Despite  this  the  church  is  facing  a 
racial  crisis  of  such  proportions  that  it 
could  conceivably  become  a  church 
without  blacks  in  another  50  years. 

There  are  numerous  reasons  for  this 
assumption,  held  by  both  blacks  and  a 
growing  number  of  whites.  In  spite  of  the 
denomination’s  much  publicized  com¬ 
mitment  to  racial  and  ethnic  in¬ 
clusiveness,  they  point  out,  that  com¬ 
mitment  has  not  been  matched  in  money 
or  deeds.  And  though  a  few  blacks  are  in 
coveted  national  leadership  posts,  there 
are  not  many  black  executives  other¬ 
wise.  Those  that  do  exist  are  often 
frustrated  by  the  overwhelming 
bureaucratic  concerns  of  seemingly 
insensitive  superiors  who  are  apt  to  put 
institutional  processes  above  minority 
empowerment  and  racial  inclusiveness. 

While  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
1968  declared  that  racially  segregated 
organizational  patterns  that  kept  blacks 
within  their  own  structures  were  un- 
'  constitutional,  it  was  only  two  years  ago 
that  white  and  black  annual  conferences 
were  merged.  However,  some  blacks 
such  as  Dr.  Grant  S.  Shockley,  president 
of  the  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  point  out  that  the 
problem  which  structural  segregation 
symbolized  has  merely  been 
redistributed. 

As  partial  evidence  of  this  they  point 
out  that  out  of  39,000  local  churches  only 
3,400  have  any  black  members,  with 
about  2,500  of  these  churches  being 
predominantly  black.  On  top  of  that,  only 
about  11  percent  of  United  Methodists 

\~Poem  of  the  Week 

Achievement 

By  L.  J.  STOUT 

If  I  take  a  part  of  your  load  today, 

And  you  share  another’s  tomorrow, 

And  he,  in  turn,  helps  somebody  else, 

A  minor  triumph  over  sorrow 
Will  have  been  won,  three-fold,  and  if 
That  small  splash  ripples  to  others, 

How  many  strangers  might  suddenly  find 
Themselves  surrounded  by  brothers? 


belong  to  a  church  which  has  any  non¬ 
white  members. 

Consider  these  additional  factors:  ' 
black  membership  in  the  UMC  has 
declined  by  22,000  since  1968;  black 
pastors  are  not  being  recruited  fast 
enough  to  stock  those  black  churches  that  ; 
exist,  let  alone  to  Fill  other  crucial 
community  programs  that  sorely  need 
their  guidance;  and  12  black  colleges 
related  to  the  church,  such  as  Clark,  ' 
Bennett,  Philander  Smith,  Paine  a  id  : 
Rust,  are  still  under-funded  by  a  church 
that  took  in  and  doled  out  over  $1  billion  - 
last  year. 

If  things  are  so  difficult  for  blacks  who 
comprise  the  church’s  largest  racial'* 
group,  one  can  imagine  how  other,-'' 
smaller  minorities  are  faring.  Much 
worse,  to  be  exact.  There  are  no  Native*''* 
American  or  Hispanic  bishops,  and  only 
one  Asian-American  bishop.  Their  lack  of' 
representation  on  national  boards  and-  ^ 
agencies  has  for  years  been  recognized 
as  a  denominational  disgrace. 

And,  again  as  with  blacks,  their  supply 
of  pastors  also  is  at  a  crisis  point.  Last  ; 
October  there  were  fewer  than  six  Native 
American  and  Asian-American  United,  iq 
Methodists  enrolled  in  theological^ 
seminaries.  In  fact,  things  were  so  bad  ,/ 
for  Asian-Americans  that  they  had  to 
start  recruiting  pastors  from  Japan  and. .  f; 
Korea.  ,..jv 

Mr.  Daniels,  a  black,  is  director  of 
Interpretive  Services  for  the  UMC's 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Priest  protests 


GOSHEN,  Ky.  —  The  Rev.  John  Moore 
Hines  is  believed  to  be  the  first  Episcopal 
priest  in  the  nation  to  resign  his  priestly 
functions  to  show  solidarity  with  women 
seeking  ordination  to  the  priesthood  in 
the  Episcopal  Church.  Father  Hines,  the 
son  of  former  Episcopal  Presiding 
Bishop  John  E.  Hines,  has,  with  his 
consent,  been  “inhibited"  by  his  bishop 
in  his  functioning  as  a  priest.  He  will 
continue  to  preach  and  perform  other 
functions  of  a  deacon,  an  order  of 
ministry  open  to  Episcopal  women. 

Father  Hines  teaches  English  and 
social  studies  at  St.  Francis  Episcopal 
day  school  here  and  had  been  serving  as 
a  priest  at  St.  Michael’s,  a  mission 
church  in  Louisville. 
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The  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Methodist  Home  Visitor 

EASTER  ISSUE 

An  addition  to  The  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


M.  C.  H.  Activities  Director  John  Peoples  is  shown  with 
trophies  awarded  at  the  first  annual  Ruston  District  Volleyball 
Tournament  sponsored  by  the  Home  on  January  31,  1976. 


Churches  participating  included  Trinity  and  Grace  of  Ruston 
as  well  as  the  United  Methodist  Churches  of  Farmerville, 
Springhill  and  Haynesville. 


gave  his  only  begotten  son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  For  God 
sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  con¬ 
demn  the  world;  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  saved. 

John  3: 16-17 

A  Very  Special  Gift 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  check  from  the 
students  and  faculty  of  J.  B.  Martin 
Junior  High  School  of  Paradise,  La. 
70080. 

The  amount  ($200)  was  raised  by  them 
“to  do  something  for  someone  else  at 
Christmas.”  They  knew  of  the  Home 
because  they  had  sent  a  memorial  gift 
just  a  short  time  back. 

Sincerely, 

Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr.,  Pastor 

Luling  United  Methodist  Church 


Memorials 


In  memory  of  Mr.  Warren  A.  Downs,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Herschel  Sharp 
In  memory  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Downs,  given  by  the  Kenneth  Salsbury  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Henry  Anders,  given  by  the  Kenneth  Salsbury  Family 
In  Memory  of  Albert  Carl  Firtz,  given  by  Effie  N.  Burt 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  W.  W.  Perry,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Eugene  G.  Durel 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gladys  Carrey,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Stein  Baughman 
In  Memory  of  Arthur  Young,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Dan  McVay 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Henry  Anders,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  H.  J.  Darieck 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Downs,  given  by  Dorothy  Frasier 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ida  Jewell  Thompson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eunice  Campbell,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bennie  G.  McNeill 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  W.  W.  Perry,  given  by  Mrs.  Ruby  B.  Holloway 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gordon  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bobby  J.  Conville,  Sr. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  C.  L.  McClinton,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Howard  Barber 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gordon  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Howard  Barber 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lottie  K.  Favrot,  given  by  Rev.  4  Mrs.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ella  Stigall,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  D.  McAdams 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  L.  B.  Thomas,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Kelly  4  Sybil  Kelly 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Wm.  Burney  Means,  given  by  Mrs.  Eunice  Franklin  4  Mr.  4  Mrs. 
E.  N.  Graves 

In  Memory  of  L.  C.  Allen,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Gladys  Carrie,  given  by  Dr.  4  Mrs.  Don  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Lowrey,  given  by  Dr.  4  Mrs.  Don  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ida  Thompson,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  Wilson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  E.  Sarbet,  given  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Sibley 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Cooper,  given  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Sibley 
In  Memory  of  Katherine  Blanks,  given  by  Harold  Woods,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lois  Leone,  given  by  Zwolle  United  Methodist  Church 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Patton,  given  by  Zwolle  United  Methodist  Church 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  S.  J.  Acock,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  L.  C.  Lowrey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Katherine  W.  Blanks,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Stanley  W.  Wyatt 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Fairchilds,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  W.  P.  Carter,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  L.  R.  Ambrose 
In  Memory  of  William  Verne  King,  given  by  Colleege  Ave  UMC,  Natchitoches,  La. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ida  Thompson,  given  by  Elsie  Pullen  SS  Class,  Vivian 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lucille  Kilpatrick,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  Denton 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Heard,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Tracy  L.  Harrel,  Jr., 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Tracy,  Mr.  4  Mrs.  M.  T.  Crowe,  4  Mr.  4  Mrs.  I.  G.  Richmond 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  T.  DeLoach,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Tracy  L.  Harrel,  Jr. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Tom  Crowe,  given  by  The  Irene  Wood  SS  Class,  First  UMC, 


Winnfield,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  C.  Perry,  given  by  Mrs.  David  Feurstein 
!r  Memory  of  Mrs.  F.  C.  Stewart,  Sr.,  given  by  Judge  &  Mrs.  David  T.  Caldwell 
ht  Memory  of  Mrs.  Molly  Bengston,  given  by  Mamie  E.  Dunbar 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  R.  Smith,  given  by  The  Lincoln  Agency,  Inc. 

In  Memory  of  Berry  Scott  Efurd,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  Badgley 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Fannie  Simpson,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Perry,  given  by  Mrs.  George  Poulat 

In  Memorv  of  Mrs.  Frank  Stewart,  given  by  Harriett  4  Carrell  Dowies 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Williams,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  R.  Beauchamp 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Hicks,  given  by  Miss  Thelma  Stalder 

In  Memory  of  Dudley  Bateman,  given  by  Hamilton  &  Maggie  Bickham 

In  Memory  of  George  Varnado,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hamilton  Bickham 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  James  P  Hinton,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lucius  D.  McGehee 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bengston,  given  by  Pleasant  Hill  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Captain  John  Hickey,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Rodney  Cline 

In  Memory  of  G.  L.  Morgan,  given  by  Mrs.  Mary  Gish  Harvey 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Pearl  Bratton,  given  by  Betty,  Pete,  Nanette  4  Me— Ma 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Barnette  Anderson,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Abe.  B.  Harris 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Balden,  given  by  Laird  C.  Fletcher 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  Case,  given  by  Dr.  4  Mrs.  Swepson  F .  Fraser 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  C.  B.  Causey,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  O.  Valentine 

In  Memory  of  Ben  Copeland,  given  by  Southern  Tool  Co.,  Shreveport,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Audrey  Pate  Smith,  given  by  Mrs.  Elaine  H.  Carrier  4  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Balden,  given  by  Mrs.  Guy  Fletcher 

In  Memory  of  J.  Scott  Gardner,  given  by  Mrs.  Lillian  McCoy 

In  Memory  of  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Dr.  4  Mrs.  Paul  M.  Davis 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Guy  Boyd,  given  by  Mrs.  Zelma  Pipes  Millikin 

In  Memory  of  Harry  E.  Ezell,  given  by  Ona  B.  Groll 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Steed,  given  by  Dr.  4  Mrs.  James  Brown 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Ruffin,  given  by  Sandra  Abraugh  Harp 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Terry  McPhearson 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Compton 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  James  H.  Kitchens,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Rev,  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brumfield 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Elma  Louise  Carter,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  P.  Madison 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Dr.  4  Mrs.  Marvin  T.  Green 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillian  Thompson,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Roane  E.  Hathron 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Leila  C.  Head,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  R.  Kavanaugh 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Theola  Watson,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  C.  Mosely 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  G.  L.  (Skeeter)  Morgan,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  DeWitt  Henry 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell,  given  by  Mrs.  L.  K.  Wells 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  L.  Watson 

In  Memory  of  J.  Pelfrick,  given  by  Mrs.  E.  E.  Baily 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell,  given  by  Trinity  SS  Class,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell,  given  by  Roy  Windsor,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  E.  Ezell,  given  by  J.  C.  Love 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Fairchild,  given  by  Mrs.  Lorris  Wimberly 

In  Memory  of  Ida  Jewell  Thompson,  given  by  Men's  Bible  Class,  Vivian  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Loyd  M.  Davis,  given  by  Men’s  Bible  Class,  Vivian  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lula  Moseley,  given  by  the  Cross  Roads  UMC,  Coushatta,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Leon  Owens,  given  by  Mrs.  Defoe  Richardson 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bill  Rogers 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Cheermakers  Class,  Mangum  Mem.  Umc, 


Shreveport 

In  Memory  of  Jim  Paynter,  given  by  Scotty  4  Betty  Lou  Robertson 
In  Memory  of  Mr,  Forrest  Crabtree,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 


NOTE: 

When  making  memorial  contributions  to  the  Children’s  Home,  please  mail 
them  directly  to  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  P.O.  Drawer  H,  Ruston,  La. 
71270,  rather  than  to  the  Area  Conference  Office.  In  that  way  they  can  be  more 
quickly  and  more  accurately  acknowledged.  Be  sure  to  give  your  name  and 
correct  address,  the  name  of  the  one  to  be  memorialized,  and  the  correct  name, 
street  address,  city,  and  zip  code  of  the  family  to  whom  the  acknowledgement 
should  be  sent.  Forms  are  available  if  you  would  like  to  request  them. 


In  Memory  of  Mr.  Murray  Warnock,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Otto  Martin,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Grimes 

In  Memory  of  Charles  G.  Watters,  given  by  B.  Murphy  Watters 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Watt 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruby  Montgomery,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Rowe 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maude  Mayes,  given  by  L.  C.  Ewing,  Randy  Ewing,  &  Don  Sims 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gladys  Earlis,  given  by  Francis  McLean  Circle,  Crowley  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Ollie  Smith,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Gates 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Connell,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  Hart,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Pearl  Bratton,  given  by  Cheermakers  Class,  Mangum  Mem., 
Shreveport 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Eason,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  O.  Boisture 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Albritton,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  D.  Kelley 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lee  Stephens,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  Adcock  &  Mrs.  Lois 
Adcock 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Melvin  Hall,  given  by  Lowice  Teddlle 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marcus  White,  given  by  G.  W.  &  Ruth  Glynn  Simms 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lloyd  M.  Davis,  given  by  Elsie  Pullen  SS  Class,  Vivian,  La. 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Irvine  Hayes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  B.  Smith 
In  Memory  of  Rebecca  Lynn  Simmerling,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Howard  Fallin,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Ron  Brumfield,  Lisa  &  Beth,  and  Capt.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Fallin  &  Chad 
In  Memory  of  Babs  Riser  Bryson,  given  by  Sara  Wafer 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Fred  Mechlin,  given  by  Sara  Wafer 
In  Memory  of  Virginia  Armstrong  Engle,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Phil  Collins 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Pat  Cardwell’s  Father,  given  by  The  Lincoln  Agency  Inc., 
Ruston 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Ashford,  given  by  Johnny  &  Pat  Johnson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gwendolyn  Mosley,  given  by  The  Simsboro  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Donald  C.  Clark,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadick 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  D.  Green 
In  Memory  of  Luby  Green,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Bickham 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Green,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  L.  McLaughlin 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Chester  Meek,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  P.  Clinton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  C.  Green,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Hudson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Nettie  Fike,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Neil  W.  Mott,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A. 
O’Neal,  Mr.  Joe  Mott,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Mollye  Stewart,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  L.  Henry,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hamp  Bauchaum,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  A.  N.  Saxon,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  H.  Samuels 
In  Memory  of  Rebecca  Lynn  Simmerling,  given  by  DMA  Club,  1st  UMC,  Pineville, 
La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Corinne  Reed,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Whiting 
In  Memory  of  Robert  H.  Wimberly,  given  by  Aeolian  Collingsworth 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Edward  Stracener,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  W.  Turner 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Malcolm  Hood,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Kavanaugh 
In  Memory  of  Rebecca  Simmerling,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  Hebert 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Terrel  T.  Lowe 
In  Memory  of  Rebecca  L.  Simmerling,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mark  Thompson 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Harry  Ezell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mark  Thompson 
In  Memory  of  Malcom  Hood,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clemmons  R.  Mathews 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Clinton  D.  Harper,  given  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Lyon 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  F.  Blom,  given  by  Miss  Florence  Anthony 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Clinton  Harper,  given  by  The  J.  C.  Love  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  H.  Wimberly,  given  by  Judge  &  Mrs.  David  T.  Caldwell 
Memorials  for  March  1976 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Irma  Miles,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodrow  Thayer 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillie  Nations,  given  by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Graves  and  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Kennedy  Morelock 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Charles  Humphrey’s  Father,  giyen  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  T.  Headon 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Gene  Houston,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Gladys  P.  Boyett 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Gene  Houston,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Eva  Chandler 
In  Memory  of  Irene  Roberts,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Dusek 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clarence  Wiley,  given  by  Mrs.  Ed  Shultz 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  H.  L.  Morgan,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs*  J.  E.  Williams 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lottie  Weber,  given  by  Mrs.  Nell  Pinson,  Mrs.  Francis  Ham¬ 
mons  and  Mrs.  Debbie  Waller 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Louise  Faber,  given  by  Dorothy  Fortuna 
In  Memory  of  Jacob  Smith  Segura,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  R.  Hendrix 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lynn  Campbell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  A.  Hill  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Wiest 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Hill,  given  by  Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Jay  Pipes,  given  by  A1  &  Louise  Coff 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Bakke,  given  by  Mrs.  Fannie  G.  Newman 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Leah  M.  Graham,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kermit  Hunt  and  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Ben  Hudspeth,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Clemmie  A.  Fain,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  E.  Allred,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  A.  J.  Plemmons,  given  by  Ronnie  &  Alton  Spillers 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Irene  McKinney,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claudius  Mayo 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Julia  Cox,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  L.  Sparks 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lennis  E.  Latham,  given  by  Dudley  &  Faye  Kemper  and  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mattie  Hood,  given  by  Dudley  &  Faye  Kemper  and  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  D.  H.  “Speedy”  Goebel,  given  by  Dudley  &  Faye  Kemper  and 

In  Memory  of  Maj.  Elvin  C.  Ingram,  given  by  Dudley  &  Faye  Kemper  and  Family 
In  Memory  of  A.  J.  Plemmons,  given  by  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Chatham, 
LA 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Reese,  given  by  Rae  4  Gerald  Deloney  and  Nan  4  Elaine  Conerly 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  David  H,  Goebel,  given  by  Mrs.  Florence  T.  McKennon 
In  Memory  of  Lizzie  McDonald,  given  by  Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  G.  Mixon,  Jr.  and  Irene 
In  Memory  of  Robert  L.  Guy,  given  by  the  Methodist  Children's  Home 


From  The  Superintendent 


Easter  1976 

What  does  the  future  hold?  In 
these  days  of  shortages,  high  prices, 
the  energy  crisis,  and  most  impor¬ 
tant  the  morality  crisis,  how  often 
have  you  asked  this  question?  Of 
course  you  are  concerned  about  your 
personal  needs,  but  what  of  the 
youngsters  living  in  the  Children’s 
Home  whose  future  depends  on  you? 

Without  you  their  hope  is  rather 
grim. 

As  you  all  know  your  Children’s 
Home  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
financial  support  of  Louisiana  United  Methodists  and  other  friends  interested  in 
sharing  in  the  Home’s  ministry  of  healing.  We  receive  no  state  or  Federal 
funds.  Neither  do  we  ask  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  an  apportionment  on  the 
individual  churches.  We  depend  upon  the  annual  Easter  and  Harvest  Day 
Offerings  and  other  free  will  contributions  which  come  to  us  in  various  ways. 
These  gifts  have  increased  through  the  years,  but  the  cost  of  providing  this 
ministry  to  youngsters  and  families  has  increased  even  more. 

To  heal  the  emotional  hurts  of  our  children  is  costly  as  it  demands  more  staff 
with  special  training  and  abilities.  Until  a  youngster’s  mind  has  started  to 
untangle  and  until  he  as  an  individual  can  find  himself,  little  growth  will 
happen.  For  this  to  take  place  it  takes  time,  and  a  great  deal  must  be  invested  in 
this  young  person. 

The  tradition  of  the  Lenten  Season  is  giving.  What  will  you  give  to  someone 
else?  As  you  share  your  good  fortune  at  the  point  of  a  troubled  youngster’s  need, 
may  you  find  the  assurance,  hope  and  joy  of  the  Easter  message.  Your  gift  to 
the  Home  will  assure  the  young  people  in  its  care,  present  and  future,  an 
opportunity  for  a  truly  good  future.  Is  not  that  what  Christ  went  to  the  Cross  for 
Our  Future? 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Hill,  given  by  the  UMW,  Rodessa  UMC,  Rodessa 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lloyd  Stewart,  given  by  J.  M.  Melder  &  Sonya 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Guy  Mizell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Geo.  Davis 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jodie  Adams,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Smith,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Noah  Tyson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Dodd,  Mrs.  Mamie  Brittain,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Melton 
Powell,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  W.  Roy,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eddie  Kirkland,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  L. 
McKnight  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore 
In  Memory  of  Charnia  L.  Cheatwood,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leland  L.  Sullivan 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Gustaf  Panula,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  L.  Chase 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Agnes  O’Bannon,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hans  R.  Fuehrer 
In  Memory  of  Ray  Woods,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Anderson 
In  Memory  of  Ray  Woods,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  S.  Anderson 

In  Memory  of  Ray  Woods,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  H.  N.  Dean 

In  Memory  of  Ray  Woods,  given  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Anderson 
In  Memory  of  Clarence  Kirkham,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lester  Kuhn 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Jerry  J.  Garner,  given  by  L.  C.  Ewing,  Randy  L.  Ewing  and  Terry 
O.  Ewing 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Etaa  Cooke,  given  by  Bertha  Y.  Hebert  &  Virginia  Lorrain 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Horne,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Cahn 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Burrus  Griffith,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Aubrey  Stevens 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Burrus  Griffith,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Jr.  _ 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  M.  B.  Bailiff,  given  by  B.  F.  &  Ann  Heathman 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Wiley  Seward,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Shaw 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Thomas  McConnell,  given  by  Mrs.  A.  A.  Cobb,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hicks,  given  by  Alton  and  Ronnie  Spillers 
In  Memory  of  Ida  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hanberry 
In  Memory  of  Rickie  Brown,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  T.  Brown 
In  Memory  of  Marie  Sullivan,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Kent 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ella  Kent  Vilathorn,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Kent 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lottie  Weber,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ken  Newton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Jacob  S.  Segura,  given  by  Mrs.  Camille  T.  &  Marie  Nabors 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Louise  B.  Russell,  given  by  Mrs.  Camille  T.  &  Marie  Nabors 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Hill,  given  by  Mrs.  A.  L.  Barr,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eddie 
Kirkland,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  L.  McKnight,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  W.  Roy,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Melton 
Powell,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  H.  Sexton,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  L.  Smith,  Mrs.  Mamie  Brittain 
and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore 

In  Memory  of  Zoe  McGinty,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  Barr,  given  by  The  Gerald  McLendon  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  A.  G.  Bolton,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Holloway 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dawson  Barr,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Holloway 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Mizell,  given  by  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women 
In  Memory  of  Fred  Revels,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Christine  Everett,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Mary  Ivey  Norris,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Bolton  Tabor,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
In  Memory  of  George  Weaks,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Joe  Enid  Carruth,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  J.  Carruth 
In  Memory  of  W.  P.  Roberts,  given  by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Rowell,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Inez  Norris,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  DeWitt  Crow 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Inez  Norris,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roger  Crow 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  J.  Guy,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kendall  Hearn 
In  Memory  of  E.  E.  Baugh,  given  by  Judy  &  John  Perritt 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Fred  Crosby,  given  by  Judy  &  John  Perritt 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  R.  Speir,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  Johnston 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lillie  Nations,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Sims  and  Family 
In  Memory  of  Curtis  Cady,  given  by  Everette  Nelms 
In  Memory  of  Nolan  C.  Townsend,  given  Everette  Nelms 
In  Memory  of  Stuart  D.  Clark,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Futral 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  A.  D.  Williams,  given  by  Ruchelle  &  Flem  Hatch 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elsie  Irene  McKinney,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wade  H.  Pope  and 
Mrs.  Marshall  F.  McCall 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  O.  Long,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willie  J.  Blanchard 

In  Memory  of  Pauline  Madden's  Mother,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  (Bill)  Smith,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Rita  McWilliams,  given  by  Laverne  Hubier 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clarence  Wiley,  given  by  Mrs.  Lee  McIntyre 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Cliffie  Laurent,  given  by  Jewell  &  Opal  Moore 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Willie  Emerson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Melvin  R.  Matlock 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Curry,  given  by  Mrs.  Melton  Powell 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Copeland,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Kell 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  Barr,  given  by  Mrs.  George  Files 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Fairy  Frazier,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  W.  Tolson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Alma  McDonald,  given  by  Gertrude  Svendson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  La  Nell  Golson,  given  by  Lou  Annie  Richardson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  S.  Barr,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  A.  Pipes,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Hicks,  given  by  Lucy  Jane  Burr 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  Best,  given  by  Cross  Roads  UMC,  Coushatta,  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  H.  G.  Stothart,  given  by  Bona  H.  Fortson 

In  Memory  of  Robert  L.  Guy,  given  by  Nelda  &  Grady  Bagwell  and  Gwin 

In  Memory  of  George  Weaks,  given  by  L.  C.  Ewing  &  Randy  Ewing 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Kellis  Harkness,  given  by  Morehouse  Gin  &  Elevator  Co. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jessye  Graves,  given  by  Sylvia  &  Don  Bacon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Fairy  K.  Frazier,  given  by  Mrs.  L.  A.  Henderson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Hill,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Means 
In  Memory  of  Rush  W.  Allums,  given  by  Mrs.  Martha  Wimberly 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  W.  Worthington,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Pearce  &  Miss  Adele 
Lawler 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Hill,  given  by  Rodessa  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  L.  Guy,  given  by  Elaine  Levy’s  Bridge  Club 

In  Memory  of  R.  B.  Cullom,  given  by  Robert  A.  Seals 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hattie  Brown,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Anderson 

In  Memory  of  Jewel  Page,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  M.  Adger 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  S.  Barr,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  W.  Standley  III 
In  Memory  of  Marlin  Hattaway,  given  by  Mrs.  Walter  J.  Pierron,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dawson  Barr,  given  by  Mrs.  Bert  Harvey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  Barr,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jessye  Graves,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Myrtle  Aycock,  given  by  Peggy  Olmsted  &  Children 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Gordon  Hill,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  R.  Lee 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Rambo,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  D.  Wiggins  and  Family 
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s.  Cadwallader  honors  guests 
during  lectures  at  Rayne 


Preview 


Pastor’s  School  set 
for  June  28-July  1 


“The  Pastor  And  His  Parish”  is  the 
theme  of  the  1976  Pastors’  School  in  our 
Conference,  and  all  pastors  should  note 
that  the  date  is  earlier  this  year:  June  28- 
July  1.  Centenary  College  will  again  host 
this  outstanding  annual  event. 

The  faculty  will  bring  expertise  and 
inspiration  to  the  school,  and  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will  emphasize  “The 
Pastor  As  The  Chief  Celebrant  in  Wor¬ 
ship.”  Others  on  the  program  are  Dr. 
David  K.  Switzer,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology;  Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  Board  of 


Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  Dr. 
Edward  Wimberly,  of  the  Inter¬ 
denominational  Theological  Center, 
Atlanta.  Other  leaders  will  be  announced 
at  a  later  date. 

The  School  begins  on  Monday,  June  28 
at  1:30  PM,  and  will  close  on  Thursday, 
July  1  at  Noon. 

All  Pastors  of  the  Conference  are  urged 
to  mark  these  important  dates  on  their 
calendars  now  and  plan  to  attend.  More 
detailed  information  will  be  published  in 
this  newspaper  at  an  early  date. 


Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader,  right,  is  pictured  with  honored  guests  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Jr.  at  a  luncheon  following  the  opening  lecture  Sunday, 
April  4,  in  the  series  of  Bicentennial  C.  I.  Jones-Charles  N.  Cadwallader  Memorial 
Lectures  given  by  Bishop  Crutchfield  at  Rayne  Memorial  in  New  Orleans.  Mrs. 
Cadwallader 's  other  guests  at  the  luncheon  included  the  administrative  board, 
choir,  and  staff  of  Rayne,  together  with  a  number  of  her  personal  friends  from 
outside  New  Orleans  and  members  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist  clergy. 


General  Conference  Delegates 


Meeting  in  Portland .  Oregon 


Louisiana  Conference  is  capably 
represented  at  General  Conference 


When  the  Quadrennial  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  our  Church  convenes  in 
Portland,  Oregon  on  April  27,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  be 
represented  by  12  well-qualified 
delegates,  equally  chosen  among  laity 
and  clergy. 

The  Lay  Delegates  are:  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  Jennings;  Mrs.  Inez  W. 
Chrisentery,  Baton  Rouge;  William  H. 
Patrick,  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge;  L.  Keith 
Mason,  Shreveport;  W.  Davis  Cotton, 
Rayville;  and  J.  Robert  Kemmerly, 
Minden. 

Clergy  of  our  Conference  who  are 
delegates  include:  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Baton  Rouge;  Douglas  L.  McGuire, 
Baton  Rouge;  Benedict  A.  Galloway, 
Shreveport;  Alfred  L.  Norris,  New 
Orleans;  and  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr., 
Shreveport. 

These  delegates  were  all  elected  at  the 
1975  Annual  Conference  of  our  church, 
and  will  serve  as  delegates  to  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  to  be  held  in 
Lincoln,  Neb.  in  July.  (In  addition  14 
more  delegates  —  seven  each  of  laity  and 
clergy  —  will  be  serving  at  Jurisdic¬ 
tional.  These  persons  are  “Reserve 
Delegates”  to  General  Conference.) 

The  elected  delegates  will  be  voting  on 
the  various  issues  to  come  before  the 


General  Conference,  and  each  is  serving 
on  a  Legislative  Committee  which 
considers  the  various  petitions, 
resolutions,  concerns,  etc. 

Our  twelve  voting  delegates  are 
representative  of  the  total  984  from 
throughout  United  Methodism  who  will 
be  making  the  high  level  decisions  and 
setting  priorities  in  the  life  of  our  church 
for  the  next  four  years.  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Crutchfield  will  be  attending  the  General 
Conference,  but  like  all  other  Bishops  of 
our  Church,  he  is  not  a  voting  delegate. 
He  will,  however,  have  other  respon¬ 
sibilities  such  as  presiding  at  some  of  the 
general  sessions,  as  all  Bishops  take 
their  turn  in  this  position. 

Many  issues  will  be  presented  to  the 
General  Conference,  the  most  important 
of  which  were  highlighted  in  the 
“Bishop’s  Message”  which  appeared  in 
our  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST, 
edition  of  March  26,  1976,  and  was 
reprinted  on  the  editorial  pages  of  the 
TEXAS  METHODIST/  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  REPORTER  edition  of  April  9, 
1976. 

This  week  we  are  publishing  pictures 
and  sketches  of  our  Lay  Delegates  to 
General  Conference.  Next  week  we  plan 
to  publish  pictures  of  our  Ministerial 
Delegates. 


Mrs.  Robert  Compton 


Jurisdictional  Lab  School  and 
seminar  to  be  held  in  Shreveport 


William  H.  Patrick.  Jr. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Brother  C.  B.  Krumnow  relates  a  factual  part  of  the  history  of  our  fine 
Raymond  Church.  He  writes:  “When  Raymond  was  first  settled  many  years 
ago,  the  pioneers  were  from  the  north.  A  number  of  families  opened  the  prairie 
land  and  set  up  cultivation  of  crops.  In  time  these  families  ‘matured’  in  that 
their  families  went  out  to  other  communities  and  there  did  not  seem  to  be 
enough  people  to  maintain  the  Raymond  Church.  It  went  without  services  for 
some  time,  whereupon  the  members  of  the  Official  Board  decided  to  put  the 
property  up  for  sale.  As  the  church  law  provides,  this  projected  sale  had  to  be 
announced  in  advance  and  the  date  was  set  for  the  conference  action  to  sell  the 
property.  That  Sunday  afternoon,  just  an  hour  or  so  before  the  time  to  meet, 
there  came  up  a  terrible  storm,  so  severe  in  fact  that  no  one  could  attend  the 
meeting.  As  a  result  of  this  storm  which  did  considerable  damage  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  it  was  interpreted  that  God  did  not  want  the  church  sold.  It  was  not 
sold.  Two  years  later  a  preacher  and  family  began  working  in  the  community 
and  re-establishing  the  work,  the  groundwork  which  had  already  been  provided 
by  a  Reverend  John  Deschner  from  the  nearby  Welch  Church.  So,  storms  CAN 
save  churches.” 

The  moral  to  all  of  this  is:  Be  not  dismayed  whatever  happens  in  your  church. 
The  Lord  is  the  Lord  of  the  church  and  will  see  it  through.  Just  be  patient,  work 
hard,  and  pray.  Don’t  let  a  storm  bother  you. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Presenting  our  lay  delegates 


tf  J  *  ♦  J  ♦  «  i  It 

,  L.  Keith  Mason 


A  Jurisdictional  Laboratory  School  and 
Seminar  is  scheduled  for  October  7-12, 
1976  at  Noel  Memorial  Church  in 
Shreveport,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  from  James  Poole,  Director 
of  the  School.  Mrs.  Doris  Marsalis  is 
Associate  Director  and  Registrar. 

“Strengthen  the  Church  School”  is  the 
theme  being  carried  out,  because  this 
concern  received  the  greatest  support 
from  clergy  and  laity  in  a  recent 
questionnaire  conducted  by  The  Inter¬ 
preter.  The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
and  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  the 
Shreveport  District  have  joined  in 


support  of  “doing  something  about  our 
Church  School”  by  planning  the  Lab 
School. 

Helping  to  coordinate  the  efforts  are 
Ray  Branton,  Director  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries,  Odell  Simmons  of  DeRidder 
of  the  Committee  on  Education,  and 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent  Carl 
Lueg.  They  are  urging  support  from  all  of 
our  churches. 

Ray  Branton  has  indicated  that  the 
committee  particularly  wants  par¬ 
ticipants  who  have  attended  two  Lab 
Schools  and  who  are  interested  in  cer¬ 
tification  as  Lab  instructors. 


W.  Davis  Cotton 


J.  Robert  Kemmerly 


Mrs.  Robert  Compton.  Mary  Adele 
Compton  is  so  well  known  to  Louisiana 
United  Methodists,  it  is  almost  super¬ 
fluous  to  “introduce”  her.  She  is  the 
immediate  Past  President  of  our  Con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Women,  and 
has  served  and  continues  to  serve  her 
church  locally,  Jurisdictionally,  and 
nationally.  She  is  involved  in  policy 
making  decisions  on  the  Conference  and 
Jurisdictional  levels,  and  is  highly 
respected  for  her  leadership  and 
Christian  concern.  At  General  Con¬ 
ference  she  will  be  serving  on  the 
^  Legislative  Committee  on  Global 
Ministries.  She  is  Chairperson  of  the 
Louisiana  Delegation. 

Mrs.  Ine2  Chrisentery.  Inez  is  another 
“VIP”  in  Conference  activity,  having 
been  identified  with  numerous  phases  of 
church  work,  particularly  in  the  field  of 
education.  A  life-long  Methodist,  she  has 
held  many  positions  of  leadership  con¬ 
ference-wide,  and  on  the  Jurisdictional 
and  national  levels.  At  present  she  is  the 
associate  Staff  Member  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  and  serves 
as  Conference  Chairperson  of  The 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race.  Her 
diplomacy  and  enthusiastic  spirit  well 
qualify  her  to  serve  at  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Her  Committee  assignment  is 
the  Local  Church. 

William  H.  Patrick,  Jr.,  “Bill”  is 
professor  of  agronomy  at  LSU,  Baton 
Rouge,  where  a  major  emphasis  involves 
research  in  soil  chemistry  and 
microbiology.  As  a  member  of  Univer¬ 
sity  Church  he  has  served  in  many  local 
church  positions,  including  Chairman  of 
the  Official  Board.  He  is  also  on  the 
Board  of  the  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at 
LSU,  and  has  held  numerous  Conference 
positions.  He  presently  serves  as 
chairman  of  the  Conference  Commission 
on  Higher  Education.  In  1972  he  was  a 
delegate  to  Jurisdictional  Conference 
and  served  as  second  alternate  to 
General  Conference.  He  is  assigned  to 
the  Legislative  Committee  on  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

L.  Keith  Mason.  A  Shreveport  surgeon 
and  physician,  Keith  Mason  still  finds 
time  in  his  busy  schedule  to  serve  his 
church.  He  has  held  many  positions  of 
leadership,  and  has  made  medical 


mission  trips  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  He 
has  held  offices  on  the  Conference, 
National  and  International  levels,  and 
since  1964  has  been  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  a  member  of  the 
General  Board.  His  list  of  affiliations  and 
service  is  long  and  impressive.  In  1974  he 
was  one  of  two  Lay  Persons  appointed  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  to  represent  the 
UM  Church  at  the  British  General 
Conference.  His  Legislative  Committee 
appointment  is  Financial  Administra¬ 
tion. 

W.  Davis  Cotton.  "Judge  Cotton”  is 
another  well-known,  highly  regarded 
layman  of  our  Conference.  His  long  list  of 
accomplishments  in  the  legal  profession 
and  in  church  activities  would  fill  many 
pages.  His  civic  accomplishments  are 
equally  important.  He  has  been  elected  a 
delegate  to  the  General  Conferences 
seven  times,  and  has  twice  headed  the 
delegation.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  all 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  since  1952.  He 
has  served  the  Conference  Board  of 
Trustees  for  nearly  twenty-five  years, 
and  has  been  its  Secretary-Trea surer  for 
many  years.  “Layman  of  the  Year” 
among  Methodists  on  two  occasions,  and 
“Outstanding  Layman”  of  the  District 
Kiwanis  International,  he  also  serves  as 
Chancellor  of  our  Conference.  At  General 
Conference  Judge  Cotton  will  be  serving 
on  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Con¬ 
ference. 

J.  Robert  Kemmerly.  A  physician 
specializing  in  Obstetrics  and 
Gynecology,  Doctor  Kemmerly  devotes 
many  hours  to  his  church  in  Minden, 
where  he  holds  positions  of  leadership  in 
almost  every  phase  of  church  work.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  has 
been  a  delegate  to  Annual  Conference, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Lay  Advisory 
Council  to  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  He  is  highly  recognized  in 
professional  circles.  Recently,  he  was 
elected  to  the  national  Board  of  Directors 
of  Good  News,  the  organized  movement 
for  evangelicals  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  At  General  Con¬ 
ference  he  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Independent 
Commissions. 


News  and  views 


Around  our  conference 


A  new  MINISTRY  OF  CONCERN  for 
those  who  cannot  attend  Sunday  morning 
worship  services  has  been  initiated  at  the 
Rayville  Church.  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton, 
Health  and  Welfare  Representative  to 
the  Administrative  Board,  is  in  charge  of 
the  program.  A  cassette  recording  of  a 
portion  of  each  Sunday  service  is  being 
made  available  to  persons  who  wish  to 
hear  it  in  their  homes. 

*  • *  * * * *  *  * 

First  Church,  DeRidder,  has 
established  a  “Caring  Committee”  to 
develop  a  unique  program  in  caring  for 
persons.  Members  of  the  committee  are: 
Mrs.  Raymond  Crum,  Mrs.  C.  J.  LeDoux, 
Jim  Nelson,  Harry  Manning,  Miss 
Catherine  Lewis,  Ted  Milner,  Mrs.  Jack 
Bennett,  Jr.,  Dr.  Barry  Soileau,  C.  C. 

Welborn,  Dudley  Roberts,  Mrs.  Vivian 
W.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmie 
Hooks.  The  enthusiastic  group  are 
engaged  in  showing  that  the  church 

really  cares  and  are  developing  a  variety 
of  means  of  bringing  this  about.  Odell 
Simmons  is  Pastor. 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Harahan,  recently 
sponsored  “Project  Heart  to  Heart,”  to 
obtain  blood  donors  for  the  voluntary 
heart  bank.  This  is  in  cooperation  with 
Charity  Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  and  is 
one  of  a  number  of  similar  projects  being 
sponsored  by  churches  in  our  Conference 


to  assure  a  blood  supply  for  church 
members  on  a  percentage  basis  of  blood 
donated.  ***** 

University  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
reports  that  ”...  the  sewing  machines 
are  humming,  as  costumes  for  Celebrate 
Life  are  in  the  making  .  .  .”  This  is.  the 
choir  presentation,  which  has  a  “home 
performance”  on  both  April  25  and  26th, 
followed  by  a  performance  at  Annual 
Conference,  and  a  12-day  tour  in  July. 
This  outstanding  choir  always  delights 
the  audiences,  and  this  year’s  per¬ 
formances  promise  to  be  of  the  same 
high  calibre. 

***** 

Morningside  Church,  Shreveport,  held 
their  annual  Lenten  emphasis  again  this 
year,  using  the  theme  “A  Holy  Season  of 
Love.”  Each  week  was  devoted  to  a 
different  emphasis,  and  each  pointed  up 
that  “little  things  mean  a  lot.”  Some  of 
these  “little  things”  were  phone  calls, 
letter  writing,  prayer,  visits,  etc. 

***** 

St.  Timothy  Church,  Mandeville,  our 
“youngest"  church  in  the  Conference, 
has  passed  the  “toddler”  stage,  and  is 
running  all  the  way,  with  many  activities 
and  growing  response.  Youth  groups  are 
active,  and  a  Confirmation  Class  is  in 
progress.  Also,  United  Methodist  Women 
are  engaged  in  a  variety  of  activities, 
including  a  Prayer  Chain  and  collecting 


clothing,  reading  material,  and  other 
items  for  hospitals  and  individuals  in  the 
community.  An  active  program  in¬ 
stituted  by  the  Council  on  Ministries  is 
also  reported. 

***** 

Munholland  Church,  Metairie  reports 
that  among  the  many  activities  of  the 
church,  a  recent  concert  by  “The  Singing 
Stones,”  a  Youth  Choir  from  Glenview, 
Ill.,  was  a  highlight  of  the  Lenten  Season. 
The  group  is  sponsored  by  the  Glenview 
Community  Church,  and  is  made  up  of  86 
young  people. 

***** 

The  Chancel  Choir  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Church,  Metairie,  with  the  65-piece  New 
Orleans  Civic  Symphony  Orchestra  and 
soloists,  presented  the  Easter  portion  of 
Handel’s  “Messiah”  on  April  11.  This, 
according  to  a  church  spokesperson,  was 
a  sequel  to  the  Christmas  program 
performed  in  December.  Conductor  was 
the  accomplished  Mr.  Gordon  Brown. 

From  Metairie  UM  Church,  the  Rev. 
Rick  Hebert,  Pastor,  comes  this  in¬ 
teresting  news  item:  “The  Metairie 
United  Methodist  Church  not  only  in¬ 
volved  its  own  members  in  a  special 
project  to  raise  funds  for  new  equipment, 
but  also  people  all  over  the  countryside. 
The  congregation  had  a  ‘Tupperware 
Party,’  prior  to  which  order  booklets 
were  distributed  among  friends, 
relatives,  fellow -workers,  etc.  The  local 
dealer  .  .  .  donated  a  percentage  of  the 
profit  to  the  church  .  .  .  the  sales  grossed 
nearly  $1500!" 

***** 

Round  Grove  Church,  Shreveport,  has 


dedicated  new  church  pews.  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg  was  the  guest  speaker  on  this  happy 
occasion,  and  the  Rev.  A.  L.  M.  Moch,  a 
former  pastor,  also  participated  in  the 
dedication  services.  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Church  is  Luther 
Wilson;  the  Rev.  James  Graham  is 
Pastor.  Mr.  Graham  notes  that  Round 
Grove  is  celebrating  its  “.  .  .  Centennial 
year  of  service  to  the  people  of  God  in  the 
Shreveport  area  ...” 

***** 

Mrs.  James  W.  (Hazel  Nowell)  Ailor, 
of  Downsville,  has  the  distinction  of 
having  four  poems  and  one  prayer  in  a 
new  book,  recently  published  by  the 
UPPER  ROOM.  The  book,  “IMAGES, 
Women  in  Transition,”  is  an  “all¬ 
women’s  publication,  with  articles, 
poems  and  devotional  materials  being 
received  from  women  of  many  different 
denominations  and  from  all  over  the 
nation.  We  congratulate  Mrs.  Ailor  on 
her  honor  of  contributing  to  this  book. 
She  is  the  wife  of  James  W.  Ailor,  Pastor 
of  the  Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo 
churches. 

***** 

The  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Monroe  District,  re¬ 
cently  led  the  first  session  in  a  study  of 
“Dimensions  of  Hunger,”  held  at  St. 
Paul’s  Church,  Monroe.  The  study  is 
under  the  direction  of  James  Moore, 
Chairman  of  Missions  Work  Area.  The 
Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  is  pastor. 

***** 

Mrs.  Margie  Young,  of  Montpelier, 
who  identifies  herself  as  a  “P.  K.,”  is 
also  an  accomplished  artist  who  recently 
held  an  exhibition  of  some  of  her  works  in 


Greensburg.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Rev.  A.  D.  George  and  Mrs.  George, 
well  known  in  Louisiana  Methodism. 
Mrs.  Young  indicates  that  she  has  many 
religious  paintings  in  churches 
throughout  the  conference.  She  also  has 
written  a  number  of  poems,  which  have 
been  published. 

The  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Pastor  of  First 
Church,  Monroe,  was  guest  preacher 
recently  at  Felicity  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  as  a  part  of  the  celebration  of 
that  church’s  125th  Anniversary.  Mr. 
Boddie  served  Felicity  from  1941-1944. 

A  recent  speaker  at  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  was  Mrs.  Doreen  F.  Tilgh- 
man,  Assistant  General  Secretary  for 
Administration  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  She  was  invited  to 
the  church  in  conjunction  with  the  special 
observance  of  the  “One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing.” 

The  Rev.  George  Ross,  Pastor  of  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  served  as 
Evangelist  for  a  recent  successful 
Revival  series  at  St.  Bernard  Church. 
Mack  Leggett  is  Chairman  of  the 
evangelistic  group,  which  planned  the 
special  observance.  James  O.  Evans  is 
Pastor. 

***** 

First  Church,  Pineville,  has  launched  a 
program  of  “Caring  Ministries,”  iden¬ 
tified  as  “Outreach  —  76.”  Many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  are  involved  in 
this  effort  to  show  their  “care  for  others, 
and  particular  emphasis  is  placed  on  the 


“unchurched.”  Stone  W.  Caraway  is 
Pastor. 

***** 

Wesley  Church,  Sulphur,  operates  a 
thrift  store  which  they  call  “Wesley’s 
House  of  Concerns.”  It  is  for  the  benefit 
of  people  who  need  clothing  at  very  low 
cost.  Not  intended  for  profit,  the  store  has 
made  $400  since  it  opened  last  spring. 
Charles  Humphreys  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

***** 

The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  Pastor  of  First 
Church,  Minden,  was  guest  speaker  for  a 
Spring  Revival  held  at  Barksdale 
Church,  Bossier  City.  John  R.  Johns, 
Pastor,  reports  a  most  successful  event, 
with  enthusiastic  response. 

***** 

Springhill  Church  recently  observed 
“Mission  Month,”  with  a  number  of 
significant  speakers  and  events.  The 
Rev.  Ray  Holt,  former  missionary  to  the 
Philippines  and  now  pastor  at  Ringgold, 
was  one  of  the  speakers.  Also,  the  Rev. 
Spiller  Milton,  Director  of  Dulac,  was 
featured.  A  group  of  foreign  students 
enrolled  at  Centenary  College  helped  to 
round  out  the  program.  George  Harkins 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 

***** 

The  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Denham  Springs,  led  recent 
Evangelisitic  Services  at  Ethel  Church. 
Albert  A.  Collins,  Pastor,  reports  an 
encouraging  response. 

***** 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  who  retired  last 
year,  is  planning  to  conduct  a  tour  to 
Norway.  Sweden  and  Denmark  in  June. 
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•  Editorials  X 

A  way  to  extend  the  original 
dream  of  The  Methodist  Corp. 


In  1960,  an  entity  called  “The 
Methodist  Corporation”  was  set  up  to 
hold  title  to  a  plot  of  land  in  Washington 
D.C.,  and  to  develop  a  program  for  its 
use.  It  was  hoped  at  the  time  that  the  land 
might  eventually  be  the  site  for  a 
national  United  Methodist  Church 
Center. 

That  dream  did  not  come  to  pass,  and 
The  Methodist  Corporation  recently 
voted  to  sell  the  property  at  a  net  profit  of 
approximately  $6  million  (see  story  in 
TM/  UMR,  April  9.) 

The  question  still  to  be  decided  is  how 
those  profits  will  be  used. 

The  “Discipline”  states:  “In  the  event 
of  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation,  its 
remaining  assets  and  funds,  after  the 
payment  and  satisfaction  of  all  debts, 
shall  be  conveyed,  assigned  and  trans¬ 
ferred  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to  such 
religious,  charitable,  scientific,  literary 
or  educational  organization  or  organiza¬ 
tions  as  the  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  shall  direct.” 

A  little  more  than  $700,000  of  the  funds 
used  to  pay  for  the  land  were  contributed 
directly  by  annual  conferences  between 
1963  and  1970.  These  contributions 
represented  the  annual  conferences’ 
buying  into  the  dream  of  a  national 
church  center  in  Washington  D.C. 


Some  are  now  suggesting  that  the 
Methodist  Corporation,  as  a  parting 
gesture,  and  the  General  Conference, 
have  an  unusual  opportunity  to  reverse 
the  normal  flow  of  funds  from  the  annual 
conference  level  to  the  general  church 
level.  Their  suggestion  is  that  the  profits 
from  the  sale  of  this  property  should  be 
divided  up  and  returned  to  the  annual 
conferences  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
each  annual  conference  originally 
contributed. 

We  believe  this  suggestion  has  much 
merit  and  should  be  considered  seriously 
by  The  Methodist  Corporation’s  Direc¬ 
tors  as  they  draft  a  recommendation  for 
General  Conference  action. 

We  believe  the  suggestion  would  have 
even  more  merit  if  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  were  directed  to  use  these 
windfall  returns  as  “seed  money”  to 
initiate  new  missional  projects.  Many 
new  ideas  to  extend  the  church’s 
ministry  are  never  implemented  for  lack 
of  funds  to  get  started.  With  funds 
unexpectedly  made  available,  we  believe 
annual  conferences  could  develop  many 
exciting  new  programs  of  Christian 
outreach  —  which  in  a  different  way 
would  extend  the  dream  for  which  funds 
were  originally  contributed  to  The 
Methodist  Corporation. 


My  »  ilm'ss 


4It  is  April  and  I  am  blind’ 


By  WILLIAM  ARTHUR  WARD 

These  seven  words  were  scribbled 
on  a  small  cardboard  sign  beside  a 
beggar  in  a  city  park:  “It  is  April 
and  I  am  blind." 

When  I  saw  these  words  my  whole 
body  became  one  six-foot  shiver.  My 
hands  were  suddenly  moist;  my 
tongue  was  dry;  my  eyes  were 
misty  ;  my  legs  were  limp.  What  a 
cruel  contradiction  —  for  a  human 
being  to  be  placed  in  the  midst  of 
April,  and  be  blind. 

Surely  we  who  have  the  blessing  of 
physical  sight  should  make  four 
affirmations  this  month: 

It  is  April  and  I  can  see.  I  can  see 
the  beauty  of  nature,  the  glory  of  a 
sunrise,  and  the  smile  of  a  friend.  I 
can  see  much  more  than  these, 
however,  because  I  am  also  pain¬ 
fully  aware  of  the  needs,  the  hungers 
and  the  sufferings  of  others. 

It  is  April  and  I  can  grow.  I  can  use 
each  of  these  glorious  days  to 
change,  to  grow,  to  improve,  to 


become  less  the  person  I  am  and 
mote  the  creative  personality  my 
Creator  intended  me  to  be.  Like  the 
flowers,  I  can  bloom  where  I’m 
planted;  I  can  grow  where  I’m 
rooted. 

It  is  April  and  I  can  give.  I  can 
bless  the  lives  of  others.  I  can  enrich 
my  environment,  add  fragrance  to 
my  corner  of  the  world,  and  become 
a  human  rainbow  of  loving  service  to 
my  fellow  man.  As  the  bird  gives 
itself  unreservedly  in  song,  so  can  I 
give  myself  generously,  trustingly 
and  cheerfully. 

It  is  April  and  I  can  rejoice.  I  can 
remember  that  spring  always 
follows  winter,  that  growth  always 
follow  planting,  and  that  life  always 
follows  death.  I  can  gratefully 
rejoice,  and  I  can  rejoice  gratefully. 
I  can  thank  God  for  more  blessings 
than  I  will  ever  be  able  to  count.  I 
can  rejoice  in  a  Faith  that  causes 
men  to  say:  “I  was  blind  but  now  I 
see.” 


APRIL  23, 1976 


Here  I  Stand 


Peace-seeking  needs 
much  more  emphasis 


By  CLARENCE  F.  AVEY 

Our  generation  has  been  living  in  a 
constant  state  of  crisis.  The  outline  of  the 
present  critical  state  of  human  affairs  is 
familiar  to  all.  At  the  heart  of  the  vast 
struggle  between  nations  has  been  a 
bitter  conflict  between  political  and 
economic  systems.  A  clash  of  opposing 
philosophies  has  divided  the  world  into 
hostile  camps.  Nations  are  engaging  in  a 
contest  of  nerves.  Statesmen  deal  in 
threat  and  counter-threat.  The  fears 
generated  by  this  dangerous  activity 
have  brought  about  a  burdensome  race  in 
armaments. 

This  situation,  which  would  be  perilous 
in  any  age,  is  now  immensely  com¬ 
plicated  by  the  coming  of  the  Nuclear 
Age.  Atomic  weaponry  has  given  man  a 
fantastic  power  for  destruction.  We  have 
come  upon  a  time  in  human  history  when 
a  nuclear  sword  of  Damocles  hangs  over 


Principles  for  our  political  witness 


Trivial  comparisons,  real  issues 


A  suspicion  we’ve  held  for  some  time 
was  partially  confirmed  by  a  recent 
editorial  entitled  “Inflated  Figures”  in 
The  Baptist  Standard. 

The  suspicion  is  that  not  all  the 
members  claimed  by  the  nation's  largest 
Protestant  denomination,  the  Southern 
Baptists,  are  “honest.” 

The  editorial  states  in  part:  “Of  the  12 
■million  Southern  Baptists,  27.4  per  cent 
are  non-resident... The  non-resident 
classification  is  for  those  who  do  not  live 
close  enough  to  the  church  to  attend.  But, 
as  most  know,  it  also  is  the  classification 
where  names  are  listed  when  addresses 
are  lost... Technically,  Southern  Baptists 
claim  12.7  million  members.  Only  9.2 
million  are  resident... Does  anyone  doubt 
the  lower  figure... is  more  representative 
of  the  fact?” 

We  have  enough  business  of  our  own  to 
remain  occupied  without  worrying  about 
how  the  Southern  Baptists  run  theirs.  But 
these  figures  should  answer  some  of  the 
complaints  we  hear  persistently  about 
how  Baptist  membership  is  growing 
while  the  United  Methodist  membership 
is  shrinking. 

A  fair  number  of  our  church’s  losses 
over  the  past  several  years  are  directly 
attributable  to  cleaning  from  the 
■membership  rolls  the  names  of  people  for 
whom  addresses  are  unknown.  In  some 
cases,  the  motivation  for  roll-cleaning 
has  been  to  lighten  the  load  of  ap¬ 
portionments  —  which  are  at  least 
partially  determined  by  a  church’s 
membership.  In  many  other  cases, 
however,  roll-cleaning  has  been 
motivated  by  a  sincere  desire  “to  get 
honest.” 

We  are  confident  that  much  less  than  27 
per  cent  of  our  present  membership  (just 
under  10  million)  is  “non-resident.”  If 
Southern  Baptist  congregations  were  to 
clean  their  rolls  as  most  United 
Methodist  congregations  have  done  in 
recent  years,  it  is  possible  that  the  two 
denominations  would  be  more  nearly 
equal  in  size. 

That  is  an  interesting  thought,  but  to 
dwell  on  comparisons  of  our  membership 
with  that  of  the  Baptists  really  misses  the 
most  important  point. 

Our  church,  the  Baptists,  and  others 
have  all  “lost”  too  many  members  — 
either  by  losing  track  of  people’s 
movements,  by  failing  to  involve  people 
adequately  in  the  continuing  life  of  the 
church,  and  by  failing  ever  to  reach 
people  genuinely  in  the  first  place  with 
the  claims  of  the  Christian  gospel. 
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Few  congregations,  and  few 
denominations,  are  bringing  the  gospel  to 
bear  with  as  much  urgency  as  it  deserves 
in  the  communities  where  they  are 
located.  We  need  to  rekindle  our  sense  of 
urgency  in  offering  the  gospel  of  Christ  to 
those  who  do  not  now  accept  it  —  not  in 
order  to  swell  our  membership  rolls,  but 
for  the  sake  of  those  who  will  find  that  life 
is  more  abundant  when  one  is  a  follower 
of  Christ  than  when  one  is  not. 


By  MRS.  MARY  L.  DECKER 

Our  greatest  witness  during  this 
Bicentennial  year  may  be  the  way  we  act 
as  politicians  at  our  Annual,  Jurisdic¬ 
tional,  and  General  Conferences. 

Politics,  of  course,  is  a  process  at  work 
in  all  our  institutions.  In  secular  elections 
its  presence  is  the  means  of  securing 
governmental  power.  Within  the  church, 
politics  is  a  process,  not  for  power,  but 
rather  for  the  manifestation  of  God’s  will 
in  a  human  institution.  We  are  expected, 
as  members  and  citizens,  to  know  the 
rules  of  the  process.  More  important,  we 
are  required  to  understand  the  essence  of 
a  democratic  process.  Unless  we,  as  a 
minimum,  adhere  to  those  principles 
with  integrity  and  devotion,  we  can  make 
no  demands  of  the  two  major  political 


parties  or  persons  involved  in  that  arena 
Above  and  beyond  that,  our  faith  makes 
certain  demands  on  us  as  politicians. 

As  a  first  principle,  there  must  be 
general  acceptance  of  majority  rule  and 
the  spirit  of  compromise  that  implies. 

The  corollary  to  majority  rule  is 
respect  for  minority  rights.  Minorities 
must  have  every  tool  of  free  expression 
available  for  the  convincing  and  conver¬ 
sion  of  a  minority  opinion  into  a  majority. 

A  final  concept  of  the  democratic 
process  is  respect  for  individual  worth 
and  dignity.  Indeed,  this  must  be  the  test 
of  every  worthy  piece  of  legislation. 

Beyond  adherence  to  these  principles, 
our  integrity  as  Christians  will  compel  us 
to  act  in  additional  ways. 

Legal  loopholes  or  omissions  should  not 


be  used  to  circumvent  the  intention  of  a 
law  or  rule.  The  strategies  we  employ  to 
gain  votes  should  not  take  advantage  of 
weaknesses  in  the  rules. 

Commitment  to  loving  concern  for 
individuals  is  greater  than  the 
manipulative  advantage  or  power  of  a 
particular  issue.  The  means  will  always 
determine  the  ends  in  this  regard. 

In  the  coming  days  of  intense  political 
activity  in  our  secular  and  church  lives, 
may  we  value  wisdom  more  than  oratory 
and  faithfulness  more  than  flamboyancy. 
May  our  cry  for  justice  be  heard  above 
the  pressures  of  expediency.  Every  step 
of  our  way  along  political  labyrinths 
must  be  taken  with  humility,  honesty  and 
God’s  guidance.  Only  then  will  our 
witness  speak  with  authority  in  1976. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

What  we  want  is  not  always  what  we  need 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  impressed  with  the  high  quality  of 
TM/  UMR  and  I  appreciate  receiving  it. 

Having  spent  my  whole  professional 
life  in  theological  education,  the  March 
26  article,  “What  do  church  people  look 
for  in  a  young  minister?  survey  asks,” 
interests  me.  At  present  I  am  employed 
part-time  by  a  large  Congregational 
Church  in  our  town. 

As  I  see  it,  what  “church  people”  want 
is  important,  but  it  is  only  a  small  part  of 
the  issue.  What  the  Kingdom  of  God 
requires  is  a  much  more  basic  question 
so  far  as  the  church  is  concerned.  And 
both  clergy  and  laity  need  to  face  that 
issue  as  primary.  Often  what  they 
“want”  falls  short  of  that. 

Granting  that,  the  laity  are  surely  on 
the  beam  in  emphasizing  person 
characteristics,  but  will  they  ever  rise  to 
full  Christian  discipleship  without 
leadership  in  depth? 

Donald  T.  Rowlinson 
Winchester,  Massachusetts 

Results  of  survey  not 
surprising  — only  its  costs 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  and  apprehension 
the  article  on  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools’  half-million  dollar 
survey  on  expectations  of  young  pastors 
(TM/  UMR,  March  26). 

The  results  are  not  surprising,  only  the 
high  cost  of  discovery. 

I  fear  that  ATS  wants  to  guarantee 
seminary  graduates  will  be  what  people 
in  the  churches  want  them  to  be: 
dedicated,  hard  working,  undemanding 
examples  of  what  the  church  people 
ought  to  be  —  except  that  they  have  other 
interests. 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
every  annual  conference  there  is  an 
agency  called  the  Board  of  the  Ministry, 
which  is  charged  with  the  responsibility 


of  determining  fitness  for  ministry.  This 
agency  has  that  responsibility  and  is 
expected  to  exercise  it. 

I  am  also  concerned  that  ministerial 
skills  and  the  pastor’s  role  in  community 
building  ranked  far  below  his  or  her 
willingness  to  serve  a  congregation 
without  an  occasional  pat  on  the  back. 
Perhaps  this  survey  says  more  about  the 
desire  of  church  people  not  to  be  bothered 
by  their  pastor  than  it  does  about  the 
pastor’s  readiness  for  ministry :  he  or  she 
might  be  more  ready  for  ministry  than 
the  congregation. 

Richard  R.  Lippincott 
Last  Chanel;'  Colorado 
We  laymen  need  to 

examine  ourselves 

To  the  Editor: 

When  reading  the  article,  “What  would 
Amos  say  today?”  in  TM/  UMR  of 
March  5,  I  felt  the  pangs  of  truth  of  the 
author’s  appraisal  of  our  now  situation. 
The  article  was  aimed  at  all  readers,  no 
doubt,  but  seemed  to  address  our 
ministers  specifically. 

For  too  long  we  laymen  have  “sat  in 
church  an  hour  on  Sunday,  made  our 
meager  offering,  mumbled  our 
meaningless  prayers,  and  lived  the  rest 
of  the  week  for  ourselves,”  and  have 
given  little  thought  to  our  minister,  his 
family,  or  his  calling  by  his  Lord. 

Should  we  demand  perfection  with  all 
our  imperfections?  Our  ministers  find 
themselves,  I  believe,  endeavoring  to 
serve  that  calling  which  brought  them  to 
where  they  are,  and  simultaneously  to 
confront  and  inspire  mediocrity  towards 
enthusiastic  participation.  Have  we 
stopped  long  enough  to  realize  that 
ministers  do  not  choose  to  serve  but 
rather  are  chosen?  Would  we  confess  our 
love  for  Christ  and  deny  love  to  His 
chosen  ones?  It  is  inconsistent  with  His 
commandment. 

Are  we  indeed  justified  in  charging  the 
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•Having  a  pet  rock  is  NOT  a  new  idea  at  all,  Bill.  At  one  time,  it 
was  called  ‘idolatry’.” 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

John's  death  affirms 
anew  the  beauty  of  life 


“His  death  was  a  beautiful  event.”  As 
soon  as  I  said  the  words  I  began  to  think 
how  strange  they  must  sound. 

I  had  not  been  in  the  presence  of  death 
for  three  years,  since  leaving  a  pastorate 
to  assume  a  conference  staff  position. 
During  those  three  years  I  had  generally 
been  successful  in  ignoring  thoughts  of 
death  and  dying. 

But  then,  six  months  ago,  John  began 
his  terminal  illness.  Because  his  pastor 
was  also  his  son-in-law,  I  became  the 
pastor  for  the  family. 

For  six  months  I  visited  with  John  once 
a  week,  sometimes  twice.  We  talked 
often  of  plants  and  growing  things, 
discovering  that  we  both  were  avid 
gardeners.  We  marvelled  together  at 
nature’s  way  of  revealing  God.  And,  as 
we  watched  the  seasons  change  through 
his  bedroom  window,  we  shared 
gratitude  for  God’s  plan  for  the  seasons 
of  our  lives. 

And  then,  suddenly,  just  as  the  crocus 
and  daffodils  were  bursting  into  new  life, 
John’s  life  entered  a  new  season. 

It  was  Sunday  morning.  Three  of  his 
eight  children  were  in  the  room  with  him 
as  I  prayed.  After  our  prayer,  I  sat  and 
held  his  hand.  Within  five  minutes  John 
was  dead. 

Words  seem  hopelessly  inadequate  to 
express  the  experience.  It  was  somehow 
as  if  when  he  died  some  of  the  strength 
that  had  been  in  him  took  seed  in  us. 


Anders  Lunt 

John  had  loved  life,  had  fought  in¬ 
credibly  hard  to  hold  onto  it.  But  when 
death  came,  it  came  as  a  friend.  And 
through  the  tears  and  pain  of  separation, 
we  knew  that  it  was  a  time  of  joy. 

As  I  reflect  on  it  now,  nearly  two  weeks 
later,  I  realize  there  was  one  other  time  I 
felt  the  same  things  as  at  John’s  death. 
That  was  when  I  witnessed  the  birth  of 
our  second  son. 

We  spend  a  lifetime  trying  to  control 
our  own  destiny.  It  seems  ironic,  as  Alan 
Watts  points  out  in  "The  Wisdom  of 
Insecurity,”  that  we  spend  so  much  time 
trying  to  make  permanent  those  things 
which  are  beautiful  only  because  they 
are  changing. 

But  it  is  precisely  at  those  times  when 
we  have  no  control,  when  God  breaks  into 
our  world,  that  we  realize  how  close  we 
are  to  Him,  and  He  to  us. 

A  life  begins.  A  life  ends  .  .  .  and  new 
life  springs  forth,  in  nature  and  in  us.  And 
behind  it  all,  if  we  look  we  see  God. 

Jesus  loved  life.  But  he  loves  us  more. 
He  gave  his  life  so  that  our  lives  would  be 
more  beautiful.  Our  deaths  too. 

I  am  grateful  to  John,  and  to  God,  for 
enabling  me  to  rediscover  a  very  simple, 
yet  profound,  experience. 

—  ANDERS  R.  LUNT 

Mr.  Lunt  is  editor  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference  edition  of  TM-UMR. 


responsibility  for  our  country’s  social  ills 
and  our  congregation’s  idleness  to  our 
ministers  while  criticizing  sermons  on 
the  “social  gospel?” 

A  remedy  could  begin  with  our 
evaluating  ourselves.  This  is  probably 
the  hardest  thing  we  have  to  do  — 
knowing  ourselves.  We  laymen  should 
become  concerned  about  how  our 
church’s  methods  and  operations  at  the 
conference  level  have  evolved  to  now.  Do 
we  consider,  for  instance,  how  and  why 
pastoral  changes  and  assignments  are 
initiated?  We  should,  since  this  occurs 
primarily  as  a  result  of  our  actions,  or 
lack  of  them. 

We  must  look  to  our  own  commitment 
when  seeking  answers  to  why  ministers’ 
“sermons  have  little  meat  and  much 
mediocrity,  and  their  goal  is  producing 
comfortable  pew  warmers  and  in¬ 
creasing  the  membership  and  finances  of 
the  church.”  For  whose  sake  does  he  do 
this?  What  pressures  are  placed  upon 
him,  and  by  whom,  which  cause  him  to 
respond  with  mediocre  sermons  and 
institutional  serving  goals?  Surely  he 
would  rather  respond  more  fully  to  his 
first  calling  to  be  the  “shepherd  of  his 
flock.”  Who  might  he  offend  in  this  en¬ 
deavor?  ... 

Neal  Seymour 
Pasadena,  Texas 
We  should  openly  protest 
disgraceful  porn ograpliy 
To  the  Editor: 

We  are  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  and  have  recently 
learned  that  a  pornographic  film  is  being 
shown  in  this  country  (it  is  actually  in 
New  Orleans  now)  which  shows  an  actual 
murder  being  committed.  This  film  is 
called  “Snuff.”  It  is  a  disgrace  and 
unexcusable  that  such  a  thing  can  be 
allowed  in  this  country  —  in  the  name  of 
“freedom!”  Our  country  cannot  hope  to 
survive  such  degradation. 

It  is  the  duty  of  all  Americans  — 
especially  Christians  and  the  church  —  to 
bring  this  kind  of  terrible  disgrace  into 
the  open,  voice  disapproval  and  bring 
pressure  to  bear  on  all  leaders  of  our 
country  to  put  a  stop  to  this  kind  of  filth 
and  trash. 

We  must  —  if  we  hope  to  continue  to 
have  a  blessed  land  of  the  real  free.  God 
save  us. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Gaut 
Amelia,  Louisiana 

■  l a  example  of  honesty 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  I  was  at  a  shopping  center 
here  in  Louisville,  after  my  wife  and  I 
had  been  shopping. 

While  we  were  putting  our  groceries  in 
the  car,  I  saw  a  fellow  member  of  my 
local  United  Methodist  Church,  Mr. 
Chester  Adamson. 

There  was  a  grocery  cart  sitting 
nearby  with  groceries  in  it  and  no  person 
or  car  nearby.  Mr.  Adamson  stated  to  me 


that  someone  had  gone  off  and  left  part  of 
his  groceries.  He  then  took  the  cart  back 
in  the  grocery  store  with  the  groceries 
and  reported  they  had  been  left  on  the  lot 
by  one  of  their  customers. 

Mr.  Adamson  must  surely  be  a  man  of 
God,  and  I  think  if  we  had  more  honest 
people  in  this  country  we  live  in,  it  would 
be  a  much  better  place  to  live. 

John  E.  Holland 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
Headline  objectionable 
To  the  Editor: 

The  headline  declaring  the  role  of 
women  on  TV  to  be  dehumanizing 
(TM/  UMR,  March  19)  is  objectionable 
to  me,  although  the  article  itself  is 
probably  statistically  correct.  If 
dehumanizing  is  the  correct  word,  I 
suggest  it  describes  the  women  who  give 
up  their  freedom  to  enter  the  so-called 
rat  race  rather  than  those  who  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  home  and  family. 

As  to  the  use  of  non-Christians  for 
community  developers  (TM/  UMR,  Feb. 
27),  let  me  say  Christian  personnel  can 
do  the  job  better.  As  a  PK  I  was 
surrounded  with  Christian  clergy, 
professors,  etc.,  but  it  was  the  cook  in  a 
Christian  school  who  helped  me  into  my 
own  life  of  faith  in  Christ.  A  Christian  has 
more  to  give  than  just  his  professional 
labor. 

Ethelmae  Brill 
Norwich,  New  York 


the  whole  of  mankind, 
international  incident  may  unleash  the 
dogs  of  war.  A  blunder  by  a  military 
underling  could  set  off  the  final  holocaust 
of  nuclear  war  and  destruction. 

What  is  disturbing  to  thoughtful 
Christians  has  been  the  comparative 
silence  of  the  church  in  the  face  of  a 
steadily  increasing  peril.  In  an  age  when 
moral  imperatives  are  desperately 
needed,  the  church  is  speaking  with  an 
uncertain  voice.  Its  tones  are  muffled, 
and  if  pronouncements  are  heard,  they 
have  little  effect  upon  the  inter¬ 
national  power  structures  of  our  time. 

True,  the  Christian  church  has  not  been 
without  a  voice  in  this  generation.  In 
1963,  Pope  John  XXIII,  the  venerable  but 
still  dynamic  leader  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  issued  his  profoundly 
meaningful  Encyclical  Letter,  “Peace  on 
Earth.”  In  brave  and  telling  words  he 
called  upon  the  nations  and  their  leaders 
“to  avoid  a  war  that  would  use  fright¬ 
ful...  new  weapons  of  destruction.  The 
world  has  no  need  of  victorious  wars  and 
defeated  people.”  he  declared. 

The  visit  of  the  present  Pope  Paul  to 
the  United  Nations  at  the  beginning  of  his 
reign  was  one  of  the  most  meaningful 
gestures  in  the  name  of  peace  in  this 
century.  The  World  Council  of  Churches, 
in  its  Third  Assembly,  denounced  war  as 
“the  common  enemy,”  “an  offense  to  the 
nature  of  man,”  and  called  upon  the 
nations  to  halt  the  arms  race  and  to  “take 
risks  for  peace.” 

But  one  does  not  get  the  feeling,  in  the 
present  juncture  of  world  history,  that 
the  achievement  of  peace  among  the 
nations  is  a  prime  objective  of  the 
Christian  churches.  The  agenda  of 
denominational  synods  and  assemblies 
shows  that  peace  is  on  the  back  burner. 
Only  one  report  of  the  recent  Nairobi 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  that  I  have  seen  even  men¬ 
tioned  its  current  statement  on  war  and 
peace. 

The  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  Self- 
Development  of  Peoples  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  while  a  well- 
intentioned  project,  was  grossly  un¬ 
derfunded  and  understaffed  for  a  major 
emphasis  on  world  peace.  The  youth  of 
the  church,  from  whom  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  a  robust  leadership  in  the 
elimination  of  the  threat  of  war,  have 
spent  their  time  in  below-the-navel 
gazing,  with  a  seeming  obsession  about 
human  sexuality  and  homosexuality  in 
particular. 

Most  of  the  issues  that  will  come  before 
the  coming  General  Conference  are  mere 
flea  bites  on  the  body  politic  compared  to 
the  “total  power  and  total  madness”  of 
international  conflict  in  the  nuclear  age. 
Methodists,  at  the  last  quarter  of  the 
Twentieth  Century,  will  be  derelict  to 
their  mission  in  the  contemporary  world 
if  they  do  not  meet  head-on  the  issue 
which,  if  no  adequate  solution  can  be 
found,  will  make  all  other  issues, 
whatever  their  seeming  importance, 
meaningless. 

The  present  dangers  in  the 
proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons,  the 
vast  trade  in  conventional  armaments, 
the  constant  possibility  of  theft  and  the 
use  of  nuclear  materials  for  terrorist 
purposes,  and  the  current  state  of  in¬ 
ternational  instability  throughout  the 
world,  cry  out  for  the  insights  and 
demands  of  the  Christian  gospel  of  peace 
and  goodwill  among  men. 

Will  900  Methodists,  assembled  in 
regular  session  at  their  1976  General 
Conference,  be  equal  to  the  occasion? 

"Here  1  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are:  the  Rev. 
Clarence  F.  Avey,  a  retired  member  of 
the  Southern  New  England  Conference 
who  serves  as  minister  of  visitation  in  the 
First  UMC,  Westfield,  Massachusetts; 
and  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Decker,  a  lay  member 
of  the  Central  UMC  in  Stockton, 
California  —  California-Nevada  Con¬ 
ference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (maximum  length  three 
typewritten,  double-spaced  pages)  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,"  TM-UMR,  P.O.  Box 
1076,  Dallas.  Texas  75221. 


Bradenton 

Florida 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It's  relaxing.  It’s  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  y our  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass.  Administrator  Fhone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 
sectarian  in  its  benefits. 
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1976  General  Conference  readied 

United  Methodist  quadrennial  session  to  convene  on  Tuesday 


‘ON  A  CLEAR  DAY  ...”  —  Mt.  St.  Helens,  9,677  feet,  provides  a  background  for 
downtown  Portland,  Ore.,  where  the  1976  United  Methodist  General  Conference  is  to 
be  held  in  the  Memorial  Coliseum,  [arrow  at  upper  left.]  At  right  is  the  40-story  First 
National  Bank  building.  chamber  of  commerce  photo 

Hunger:  The  church’s 
‘sleeper’  controversy? 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND,  Ore  —  When  the  gavel 
comes  down  next  week  to  signal  the 
beginning  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  here,  world  hunger 
!—  that  issue  nearly  everyone  could 
traditionally  agree  on  —  may  find  itself 
at  a  center  of  diagreement. 

No  longer  a  simple  issue  —  either 
philosophically  or  as  it  relates  to  the 
“nuts  and  bolts”  of  church  fund  raising 
—  world  hunger  has  the  potential  of 
becoming  the  kind  of  controversy  some 
persons  have  seen  as  limited  to  the 
debate  on  other  issues. 

‘‘What  could  possibly  be  controversial 
about  sending  food  to  the  starving?” 
some  persons  ask.  Nearly  nothing,  on  the 
surface.  The  controversy  comes  with  the 
realization  that  the  four-year,  $20  million 
effort  being  proposed  to  combat  world 
hunger  is  not,  for  the  most  part,  a  direct 
food  aid  program  at  all. 

The  program  being  proposed  to 
General  Conference  would  spend  up  to 
$3.6  million  in  efforts  to  help  Americans 
examine  their  lifestyles  and  develop  a 
simpler  way  of  living  and  ways  of  wit¬ 
nessing  in  response  to  hunger.  Another 
$3.6  million  would  go  to  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  help  that  agency  influence 
American  public  policy  and  educate 
church  persons  on  hunger  issues  as  they 
relate  to  our  government.  An  additional 
$1.2  million  would  go  to  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  for  the 
development  of  hunger-related  ‘‘training 
opportunities”  within  United  Methodist 
institutions. 

The  bulk  of  the  money  ($11.6  million) 
will  be  administered  through  the  Board 

Confirmation 

materials 
seek  approval 

.  WILMORE,  KY.  —  “We  Believe”  — 
confirmation  study  material  written  and 
published  by  the  “Good  News” 
movement  of  the  United  Methodist 
.  Church  —  is  off  the  press  and  seeking  the 
denomination’s  official  approval  as  an 
alternate  resource  for  local  church 
confirmation  classes. 

Early  response  to  a  first  printing  of 
15,000  student  books  and  5,000  teachers’ 
guides  has  been  good,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Riley  Case,  chairperson  of  the 
evangelical  movement’s  task  force  on 
Christian  nurture. 

.  Good  News  will  ask  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  program  curriculum 
committee  to  adopt  the  new  material  as 
an  alternate  resource  “in  keeping  with 
United  Methodist  pluralism  and  to  fill  a 
need  for  those  who  are  not  happy  with 
current  materials,  yet  want  material 
that  is  loyal  to  the  denomination  and  in 
harmony  with  the  Discipline,”  Mr. 
Case  told  TM/  UMR. 

He  said  a  “Good  News”  survey  of 
United  Methodists,  most  of  diem 
evangelical,  showed  that  only  25  percent 
were  using  Board  of  Discipleship 
materials  and  that  “many  of  those  were 
unhappy.” 


TM/UMR  interpretive 

of  Global  Ministries  —  for  some  im¬ 
mediate,  direct  food  aid  aid  “especially 
in  disaster  situations”  —  but  mainly  for 
medium  range  and  long  range 
development  projects.  Such  development 
would  include:  rural  leadership  training; 
aid  for  changing  reliance  on  industrial 
export  crops  to  greater  reliance  on  food 
crops;  research  into  the  “social  and 
environmental  impact”  of  large-scale 
agribusiness  and  international 
agricultural  development  on  hunger; 
general  food  and  agricultural  research; 
rural  development  programs;  “con¬ 
sciousness  raising”  for  rural  problem 
solving. 

By  far  the  most  “broadly  based”  of  any 
United  Methodist  hunger  effort  so  far, 
the  proposal  is  an  effort  to  deal  with 
“root  causes”  of  hunger  rather  than 
emphasizing  “food  baskets”  that  would 
have  to  be  refilled  by  the  church  each 
year  without  the  situation  in  the  hungry 
comers  of  the  world  improving. 

A  second  potential  controversy  is 
wrapped  around  the  fact  that  the  newly 
proposed  hunger  priority  does  little  or 
nothing  to  absorb,  replace  or  even 
coordinate  with  what  the  church  is 
already  doing  in  the  fight  against  world 
hunger. 

Hunger-related  projects  are  being 
carried  on  in  some  fashion  already  by 
three  different  divisions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  plus  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR).  In  addition  United  Methodists  are 
already  contributing  to  118  different, 
specific  hunger  projects  through 
Advance  Special  (second-mile)  giving. 
The  hunger  priority  program  would  not 
include  any  of  these  projects,  but  would 
set  up  another  structure  for  hunger 
action  in  addition  to  them. 

A  central  question  at  this  point  involves 
the  effect  a  new  hunger  giving  channel 
will  have  on  fund  raising  for  existing 
programs.  Specifically,  some  persons 
wonder  whether  the  extremely  suc¬ 
cessful,  voluntary  fund  raising  campaign 
of  UMCOR  will  be  drastically  curtailed 
by  the  new  partially  apportioned  fund. 

And  under  it  all  is  a  third  set  of 
questions  which  deal  with  how  the  local 
church  fits  in  the  picture.  Will  so  many 
possible  giving  channels  confuse  givers 
and  thus  injure  the  entire  hunger  effort? 
Or  will  more  channels  simply  allow 
churchpersons  to  select  the  way  of  giving 
they  feel  most  comfortable  with  the 
thereby  enhance  the  whole  program? 

Opinions  on  those  and  other  questions 
sharply  differ  both  inside  and  outside  of 
church  officialdom.  And  such  is  the 
making  of  a  debate. 


PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  General  Con¬ 
ference  convenes  here  next  Tuesday. 

Almost  1,000  delegates  from  around  the 
world  will  meet  as  United  Methodist’s  top 
legislative  body  and  set  rules,  policies 
and  program  priorities  to  guide  the  9.6 
million  member  denomination  for  the 
next  four  years. 

Sessions  will  begin  with  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  at  3  p.m.  April  27  and  continue 
with  the  episcopal  address  at  7:30  p.m. 
Final  adjournment  will  depend  on  how 
rapidly  all  business  is  completed,  but  it 
will  not  be  later  than  May  8. 

By  that  time,  the  984  voting  delegates 
—  equal  number  of  lay  and  ministerial  — 
will  have  had  to  work  their  way  through 
more  than  15,000  individual  petitions,  the 
only  means  by  which  a  legislative 
proposal  can  get  before  the  conference 
These  have  been  submitted  by  individual 
U.M.  members  and  church-connected 
units  at  all  levels  for  the  General 
Conferences’s  consideration. 

The  single  issue  claiming  the  greatest 
attention,  according  to  petitions 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Newell  P.  Knudson, 
Eureka,  Calif.,  is  the  “Social  Principles” 
paragraph  relating  to  human  sexuality. 

The  issue  centers  on  the  question  of 
sexual  orientation.  Some  voices  in  the 
church  are  calling  for  greater  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  homosexuals  in  the  life  of  the 
church.  Others  would  make  the  present 
provisions  more  rigid,  and  still  others 
would  maintain  the  status  quo,  which  is 
essentially  “We  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  consider 
this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.” 

Another  aspect  of  the  sexuality  issue  is 
the  proposal  for  the  study  of  human 
sexuality  during  the  1977-80  quadrennium 
coming  from  a  half  dozen  national-level 
agencies. 

Human  sexuality,  however,  is  not  the 
only  social  issue  that  the  delegates  will 
give  their  considered  judgement. 
General  Conference  is  the  only  body  that 
can  speak  for  the  denomination  or 
establish  official  church  policy  on  a 
whole  range  of  social  issues. 

Church  positions  will  be  debated  on 
national  incomes  policy,  health  care, 
alcohol  and  drugs,  abortion,  child  abuse, 
responsible  parenthood,  penal  reform, 
juvenile  justice,  repression  and  the  right 
to  privacy. 

Decisions  will  be  made  setting  the 
United  Methodist  position  on  energy, 
public  schools,  equal  rights  of  women, 
agricultural  issues,  collective  bar¬ 
gaining,  environment,  Unemployment, 
and  gun  control. 

Positions  on  the  UMC  and  world  peace, 
world  hunger,  disarmament,  human 
rights,  the  United  Nations,  law  of  the  sfea, 
the  Middle  East,  Southern  Africa,  world 
trade  and  population  will  be  sought. 

The  delegates  themselves  will  decide 
how  much  time  they  want  to  devote  to 
these  questions  in  relation  to  the  “nuts 
and  bolts”  issues  of  denominational  life, 
such  as  ethnic  minorities  and  the 
church’s  commitment  to  “in¬ 
clusiveness;”  women;  and  the  con¬ 
tinuing  decline  in  membership. 

Issues  of  ministry,  including  the 
meaning  of  ordination,  ministerial 
education,  and  lay  pastors  rights  will  be 
determined.  The  method  of  selection  and 


assignment  of  bishops  and  district 
superintendent  is  the  subject  of  majority 
and  minority  reports  coming  to  delegates 
from  a  special  study  commission.  The 
majority  report  recommends  “life 
tenure”  and  the  minority  a  “term” 
episcopacy. 

The  future  of  church  colleges  and  the 
denomination’s  12  black  colleges 
demands  review  because  of  shaky 
financial  futures;  world  and  national 
missions. 

The  church  school  and  how  to 
strengthen  it  is  the  major  concern  of 
many  church  members  according  to 
recent  surveys,  as  well  as  the  shape  of 
national  level  youth  work  for  the  next 
four  years. 

The  underlying  concern  for  all  con¬ 
siderations  is  church  finances,  sorting 
out  what  the  church  can  do  from  what  it 
wants  to  do.  Should  General  Conference 
accept  all  financial  askings  now  under 
consideration  from  all  sources  (other 
than  “Special  day”  offerings),  $765 
million  per  year  will  be  needed  during 
the  next  four  years.  This  would  be  $14.2 
million  a  year  more  than  has  been  asked 
during  the  present  quadrennium. 

Characteristics  of  the  delegation 

Several  unique  characteristics  will 
distinguish  this  year’s  delegates. 

Included  will  be  a  record  number  of 
women  —  including  the  first  ordained 
women,  the  youngest  delegates  ever,  and 
slightly  more  ethnic  minority 
representation  than  in  1972. 

There  will  be  some  200  women 
delegates,  10  of  them  ordained,  or  about 
70  more  than  the  total  of  128  in  the  1972 
General  Conference.  The  Southern 
California-Arizona  delegation  will  have 
the  greatest  number  of  women,  seven. 

More  than  a  dozen  delegations  will  be 
headed  by  women,  compared  with  only 
three  from  the  U.S.  four  years  ago. 

Of  the  900-plus  delegates  from  the  U.S. 
and  Puerto  Rico,  105  are  from  ethnic 
minorities.  This  compares  with  about  100 
in  1972. 

The  greatest  number  of  minority 
delegates  elected  from  any  one  con¬ 
ference  was  eight  from  Southern 
California-Arizona . 

The  percentage  of  persons  who  had  not 
been  delegates  in  the  last  previous 
General  Conference  will  be  lower  than  it 
was  four  years  ago.  Approximateldy  55 
percent  of  this  year’s  delegates  did  not 
serve  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  while  in  1972,  some 
59  percent  had  not  been  delegates  in 
previous  sessions. 

With  the  removal  of  a  minimum  age 
level  after  the  1972  General  Conference, 
Oklahoma  elected  the  youngest  delegate, 
16-year-old  Susie  English.  Several 
conferences  elected  17  and  18-year-olds, 
and  the  youngest  head  of  a  delegation 
apparently  will  be  20-year-old  Elaine 
Woodworth  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

Included  among  the  1972  delegates  will 
be  four  husband-wife  combinations,  two 
father-daughter,  and  one  father-son. 

Seven  from  staff  of  boards 
Only  seven  of  the  delegates  will  come 
from  the  staffs  of  general  church 
agencies  —  two  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  one  each  from  Pensions, 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 


Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
Discipleship  and  Religion  and  Race. 

Among  ministers  serving  in  annual 
conferences,  some  160  are  district 
superintendents  and  another  70  are  in 
special  appointments,  usually  on  the 
program  staff.  A  tabulation  of  lay  oc¬ 
cupations  is  not  yet  available. 

The  sessions  here  will  bt  the  first  time 
the  top  legislative  body  of  the  9.6  million 
—  member  United  Methodist  Church  has 
met  on  the  Pacific  seaboard  since  its 
formation  in  1968  through  union  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  and 
Methodist  churches.  The  last  previous 
meetings  of  antecedent  bodies  on  the 


West  Coast  were  the  1952  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  San  Francisco, 
Calif.,  and  the  1915  Evangelical’ 
Association  assembly  in  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

The  sessions  here  are  expected  to  cost 
about  $1  million,  approximately  the  same 
as  the  1972  meeting  in  Atlanta.  Delegates 
will  receive  a  $25  per  diem. 

Practically  all  of  the  time  here  will  be 
devoted  to  legislative  considerations, 
except  for  the  opening  communion 
celebration,  the  episcopal  address, 
devotions  at  the  beginning  of  each  day’s 
agenda,  and  a  special  Oregon-Idaho 
observance  on  May  2. 


Canal  treaty  hinders  Latin 
relations,  NCC  group  says 

negotiation  of  a  new  treaty  that  will 
clearly  affirm  the  effective  sovereignty 
of  the  Republic  of  Panama  over  its 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  1903 
Panama  Canal  Treaty  “represents  a 
serious  injustice”  to  the  country  of 
Panama  and  is  a  “hindrance  to  the 
improvement  of  United  States  relations 
with  Latin  America  and  other  nations  of 
the  world.”  according  to  a  statement 
issued  by  a  14-member  National  Council 
of  Churches  delegation  recently  returned 
from  the  Central  American  country. 
Among  delegates  signing  the  statement 
were  six  United  Methodists. 

According  to  the  NCC  delegation,  “the 
existence  of  a  Canal  Zone  in  Panama 
governed  by  a  foreign  power  is  a  colonial 
situation.  Therefore,  the  struggle  of  the 
Republic  of  Panama  and  its  people  to 
assert  sovereignty  is  a  struggle  against 
colonialism  and  its  inherent  racist  op¬ 
pression.” 

The  church  people  called  for  “the 


Methodist  physician  speaks 
against  court’s  abortion  stance 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  —  A  black 
Methodist  physician  from  Boston  told  a 
gathering  of  Roman  Catholics  here  that 
the  1973  rulings  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  on  abortion  are  “morally, 
medically  and  legally  wrong”  and  that 
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the  Court,  through  its  abortion  decrees, 
“acted  as  an  enemy  of  the  Republic.” 

Dr.  Mildred  Jefferson,  who  teaches  at 
the  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine 
and  serves  as  president  of  the  National 
Right  to  Life  Committee  (NRLC), 
declared  that  when  the  Supreme  Court 
rejected  the  unalienable  right  to  life  for 
the  unborn  child,  it  “dealt  out  an  in¬ 
justice  greater  than  any  suffered  by  the 
collective  colonists  under  the  rule  of 
Great  Britain.” 

The  48-year-old  physician,  daughter  of 
a  black  Methodist  minister  and  the  first 
black  woman  to  graduate  from  Har¬ 
vard’s  Medical  School,  also  criticized  the 
recent  ruling  in  the  Karen  Ann  Quinlan 
case  in  New  Jersey,  linking  that  court 
decision  to  the  abortion  ruling. 

In  referring  to  the  Court’s  abortion 
rulings,  Dr.  Jefferson  said  “This  branch 
of  government  does  not  derive  its  unjust 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed 
ana  through  the  abortion  decrees,  joining 
the  strong  team  of  mother  and  doctor 
against  the  child,  the  Supreme  Court  has 
acted  as  an  enemy  of  the  Republic.” 


entire  territory  and  its  right  to  derive 
greatly  increased  benefits  from  the 
operation  of  the  Canal.” 

They  added  that  “United  States 
churches  have  a  responsibility  to  inform 
and  educate  their  constituencies  abut  the 
facts  concerning  United  States  in¬ 
volvement  in  Panama  so  that  they  may 
take  appropriate  actions  as  aware 
American  citizens.” 

Appointed  to  the  delegation  by  Bishop 
Paul  Washburn,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
were  board  members  Ms.  June  Barneson 
and  the  Rev.  William  R.  Rollins,  both  of 
California,  and  GBM  staff  members  Mrs. 
Nora  Boots  and  Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy,  both  of 
New  York.  In  addition,  two  other  United 
Methodists  —  Dr.  Wonna  Dong  and  Dr. 
Stockwell  —  were  on  the  delegation  as 
NCC  representatives,  although  not  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Bishop  Washburn. 

Church  to  hold 
‘ no  excuse  Sunday ’ 
for  liome-hodies 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  (EP)  —  Members  of 
Northend  Prince  of  Peace  Lutheran 
Church  have  received  in  the  mail  a  list 
“of  the  many  things  that  will  be  done  for 
them”  at  church  on  “no-excuse-for- 
staying-home  Sunday.” 

Cots  will  be  placed  in  the  narthex  for 
those  who  say  Sunday  is  their  only  day  to 
sleep  in.  according  to  pastor  Olin  Nords- 
letten. 

Murine  will  be  supplied  for  those  with 
tired  eyes  from  watching  late  Saturday 
night  TV  shows. 

Steel  helmets  for  those  who  say  the  roof 
would  cave  in  if  they  ever  went  to  church 
.  .  .  blankets  for  those  who  think  the 
church  is  too  cold  .  .  .  fans  for  those  who 
say  it  is  too  hot  .  .  .  score  cards  for  those 
wishing  to  list  hypocrites  present  ...  TV 
dinners  for  those  who  can’t  go  to  church 
and  cook  dinner  also  .  .  .  and  finally, 
Christmas  poinsettas  and  Easter  lilies 
for  those  who  have  never  seen  the  church 
without  them. 


Editor  says  church  is 
prepared  for  Portland 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

PARK  RIDGE,  Ill.  —  “The  church  is 
better  prepared  for  this  General  Con¬ 
ference  than  ever  before.”  That  is  the 
assessment  of  the  editor  of  the  “Daily 
Christian  Advocate”  here,  Roger 
Burgess. 

And  he  should  know  —  after  mailing 
each  conference  delegate  an  816-page 
workbook  which  contains  all  legislative 
recommendations  and  board  and  agency 
reports. 

Not  only  should  the  delegates  be  better 
prepared  but  also  the  rest  of  the  United 
Methodists,  Mr.  Burgess  told  TM/  UMR. 
Approximateldy  4,000  subscriptions  have 
been  received  for  the  “Daily  Christian 
Advocate,”  a  “congressional  record” 
type  report  detailing  each  of  the  10  days 
of  debate  and  legislative  action.  An 
additional  2,000  persons  have  subscribed 
to  the  advance  workbook  sent  to  the  984 
delegates. 

Mr.  Burgess  cited  extensive  media 
coverage  as  another  reason  for  better 
preparation.  He  listed: 

(1)  “News and  Comment”  —  Asection 
in  “Interpreter”  magazine,  mailed  to 
key  officers  in  each  local  church, 
recently  devoted  several  months’  edi¬ 
tions  to  explaining  many  issues  that  will 
arise  at  General  Conference.  A  wrap-up 
of  the  sessions  will  appear  in  the  June 
edition. 

(2)  Texas  Methodist/United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  —  It’s  15-part  series 
on  some  major  issues  the  delegates  will 
face  as  well  as  numerous  news  articles 
each  week  to  its  360,000  circulation  have 
been  quite  helpful.  (An  additional  1,000 
short-term  subscriptions  covering  the 
weeks  prior  to,  during  and  following 
General  Conference  have  been  received, 
reported  editor-general  manager 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III.) 

(3)  “Newscope  Sight  and  Sound 
Report”  —  2,260  persons  have  subscribed 


to  cassette  tapes  highlighting  General 
Conference  sessions,  including  549  who 
have  bought  color  slides  accompanying 
the  cassettes. 

(4)  “Newscope”  —  More  than  1,000 
persons  have  subscribed  to  the  special 
General  Conference  editions  of  this 
weekly  newsletter  of  the  church.  Several 
editions  will  be  mailed  during  the  10  days 
at  Portland.  Regular  subscribers  —  ap¬ 
proximately  8,000  —  will  also  receive  the 
special  editions. 

One  innovation  that  will  save  the 
church  thousands  of  dollars,  says  Mr. 
Burgess,  is  the  workbook.  The  10-part 
volume,  each  weighing  four  pounds  and 
consuming  a  total  of  more  than  10  tons  of 
paper  to  produce,  contains  reports  and 
proposed  legislation  from  all  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  church. 

At  the  1972  General  Conference,  all 
those  reports  were  sent  individually  to 
each  delegate.  Much  of  the  same  materi¬ 
al,  Mr.  Burgess  noted,  was  reproduced  in 
the  official  record  of  the  conference,  the 
“Daily  Christian  Advocate,”  costing 
almost  twice  what  the  workbook  cost. 

“That  will  not  be  necessary  this  time,” 
he  said.  “Delegates  can  refer  to  the 
workbook  page  and  paragraph  for 
debate,  amendment,  adoption  or 
rejection  without  repeating  the  entire 
section  for  recording  in  the  ‘Daily 
Christian  Advocate.’  Editors  later  can 
pick  up  the  exact  section  for  the  official 
record.” 

The  General  Conference  Commission, 
he  said,  anticipates  the  workbook  will  be 
“a  more  orderly  and  useful  tool  which 
should  speed  up  the  legislative  process 
and  save  the  General  Conference  con¬ 
siderable  time.” 

When  General  Conference  opens  in 
Portland  Apr.  27,  Mr.  Burgess  will  have  a 
staff  of  eight  editors  to  help  produce  the 
regular  “Daily  Christian  Advocate.” 
“When  it  is  all  over  we  plan  a  collective 
nervous  breakdown,”  Mr.  Burgess  said. 


the  church  today 


Rev.  Ladigbolu 


Nigerian  Methodist  receives 
Stoody  journalism  fellowship 

DAYTON  (RNS)  - 
A  Nigerian  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  who 
is  also  a  journalist 
and  poet  has  be¬ 
come  the  first  per¬ 
son  outside  the 
United  States  to 
receive  the  annual 
Stoody  Fellowship 
for  graduate  study 
in  religious  jour¬ 
nalism. 

Dr.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  executive 
secretary  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations.  announced  that  the  $3,000  fellow¬ 
ship  has  been  given  to  the  Rev.  Lawrence 
S.  Ayo  Ladigbolu,  34,  who  is  currently 
studying  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Dallas. 

During  his  career,  Mr.  Ladigbolu  has 
been  pastor  of  the  Kaiama  Methodist 
Church,  edited  a  Christian  newspaper, 
hosted  a  weekly  radio  program,  and  read 
poetry  on  a  weekly  television  program. 
While  in  Dallas,  he  has  served  as  a 
correspondent  for  Nigerian  publications, 
a  staff  aide  in  a  suicide  prevention 
program,  and  an  adult  probation 
counselor. 

First  quarter  church  giving 
up  6.66  percent  over  1975 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodists  gave  $9,565,080  in  the  first 
three  months  of  1976  to  16  general 
benevolence  and  administrative  funds  of 
their  denomination,  an  increase  of  6.66 
per  cent  above  the  same  period  a  year 
ago,  according  to  a  report  released  here 
April  6  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

Included  in  the  total  was  $2,771,115  for 
World  Service,  the  basic  program  fund. 
Annual  goal  in  this  fund  is  $23,500,000 
each  year  of  the  current  quadrennium, 
and  the  first  quarter  total  is  seven  per 
cent  above  a  year  ago. 

In  the  report  as  a  whole,  11  funds  show 
increases,  while  five  decreased. 

Historian  says  many  believe 
church  like  ‘local  Sears  store’ 

PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  Church 
historian  Martin  Marty  told  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Religious  Public 
Relations  Council  that  many  people 
believe  the  church  is  a  “local  Sears  and 
Roebuck  store  where  all  employees  get  to 
work,  lock  the  doors  and  sell  to  each 
other.” 

The  associate  editor  of  the  Christian 
Century  also  suggested  that  “the  more 
religious  looking  religion  gets,  the  harder 
it  is  to  communicate  because  the  less 
people  it  draws.” 


He  said  people  conventionally 
described  as  religious  are  “disap¬ 
proving,  pious  and  less  involved  with  the 
people  around  them.” 

Yet  religion,  he  said,  has  to  do  with 
meaning,  salvation,  purpose,  value  and 
community.  “Never  were  so  many  so 
lonely,”  he  added.  “You  can  kill  a  person 
with  an  apartment  as  well  as  with  a 
gun.” 

Ouster  of  Boston  U.  president 
urged  by  10  academic  deans 
BOSTON  (RNS)  -  Ten  of  the  15 
academic  deans  at  Boston  University,  a 
United  Methodist  institution,  have  called 
for  the  ouster  of  Dr.  John  R.  Silber  from 
the  school’s  presidency. 

School  of  Theology  Dean  Merle  Jordan, 
one  of  the  10,  told  Religious  News  Service 
that  the  appeal  for  Dr.  Silber’s 
resignation  or  termination  had  been 
made  in  a  “confidential  statement” 
presented  to  a  Committee  to  Evaluate 
the  President,  which  had  been  set  up  by 
the  university  trustees  at  Dr.  Silber’s 
suggestion. 

On  April  2,  the  faculty  senate  council  of 
the  university  unanimously  voted  no 
confidence  in  Dr.  Silber’s  budgetary  and 
educational  policies.  According  to  Dr. 
Jordan,  “It  s  a  crisis  in  confidence.” 
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invites  you  to  attend 

World  Methodist  Conference 
by  way  of 

SCANDANAVIA  &  RUSSIA 


Don  &  Viola  Redmond  as 
Tour  Hosts 

$1799.00  from  Dallas  or  San 
Antonio 

(Includes  air  transportation,  hotel, 
sightseeing  and  all  meals  except  in 
Dublin. 
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Prayer  in 
school  issue 
resurfaces 

BOSTON  (EP)  —  A  law  suit  by  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  in 
Massachusetts  has  once  again  focused 
the  spotlight  of  national  attention  on  a 
burning  issue  —  prayer  in  public  schools. 

In  1973  the  Massachusetts  legislature 
passed  House  Bill  1010  which  restored  to 
the  state’s  public  schools  one  minute  of 
prayer  each  day.  The  bill  was  a  man¬ 
datory  decree. 

It  has  operated  in  Massachusetts  for 
three  years,  is  currently  law  in  Virginia 
and  will  be  introduced  to  the  Kansas, 
New  York  and  Ohio  legislatures  as 
representative  of  the  majority's  wishes. 

The  bill,  previously  passed  on  a  state 
referendum  in  Massachusetts  by  84 
percent  of  the  population,  is  now  being 
challenged  by  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  on  behalf  of  three 
families. 

Rita  Warren,  sponsor  of  the  prayer  bill 
who  introduced  it  six  years  ago,  said  the 
issue  now  means  that  Americans  must 
decide  who  runs  the  country,  the 
minority  or  the  majority. 

She  told  Joe  Bargara  at  Radio  Station 
WCVO,  “The  Christian  Voice  of  Ohio,” 
located  in  Gahanna,  near  Columbus,  that 
the  case  goes  to  the  Massachusetts  Court 
of  Appeals  this  week,  and  perhaps  from 
there  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Interestingly,  Mrs.  Warren  contacted 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  in  Austin, 
Texas.  Mrs.  O’Hair,  the  celebrated 
atheist  who  succeeded  in  removing 
prayer  in  public  schools  more  than  a 
decade  ago,  was  helpful  in  guiding  Mrs. 
Warren  concerning  the  best  way  to  draft 
the  bill  to  increase  its  success  with  the 
Massachusetts  legislature. 
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‘Pluralism’  puzzles  church 

United  Methodists  still  debate  1972  principle 


Sculpture  celebrates  resurrection 
EL  PASO,  Tex.  —  The  season  of  the  resurrection  is  celebrated  in  this  eight-foot 
iron  and  steel  sculpture  which  hangs  in  the  sanctuary  of  Grace  UMC  here.  Two  in¬ 
cidents  recorded  in  the  Gospels  are  combined  in  the  art  work.  The  boat  at  the  bottom 
refers  to  John  21:6  where  Jesus  tells  the  disciples  to  cast  their  nets  on  the  right  side 
of  the  boat  to  find  fish.  The  middle  and  upper  scenes  depict  the  incident  on  the  Road 
to  Emmaus,  Luke  24:13-35,  where  Jesus  admonishes  them  for  their  slowness  of  heart 
to  believe,  and  then  at  the  breaking  of  bread  when  "their  eyes  were  opened”  and 
they  recognized  Jesus. 

Jerry  Hammons,  Amarillo,  Tex.,  sculptor  who  has  created  several  other  religious 
pieces  as  well,  told  TM/  UMR  that  he  would  be  willing  to  make  and  donate  several 
sculptures  a  year  to  churches  that  would  be  interested  in  his  work. 

Photo:  John  Teegarden 


By  SHARON  MIEKLE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Everybody  knows  what  “theological 
pluralism”  is.  It’s  —  well,  it’s  something 
United  Methodists  affirm. 

Or  is  it?  And  if  they  do,  what  exactly 
are  they  affirming? 

Officially  United  Methodists  have  lived 
with  this  term  since  the  1972  General 
Conference  accepted  it  as  a  central 
principle  in  the  church’s  newly-adopted 
“Doctrinal  Statement,”  Part  II  of  the 
“Discipline.” 

But  after  four  years  of  living  with  it, 
they’re  still  puzzled,  TM/  UMR  has 
found.  Some  sing  its  praises,  others  think 
it  is  disastrous  and  many  aren’t  sure 
what  it  means.  The  extent  of  consensus 
on  the  subject  is  that  there  is  no  con¬ 
sensus. 

While  there  is  general  agreement  that 
“theological  pluralism”  is  simply  a  new 
way  of  stating  something  that  has  always 
been  a  part  of  the  Wesleyan  heritage, 
there  is  concern  that  it  has  inadvertently 
been  assigned  a  new  role. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  best  opportunities  to 
get  a  handle  on  the  matter  will  come  this 
fall  in  the  church’s  “living  laboratory.” 
An  experimental  study  for  adults  will  be 
published  based  on  the  principle  of 
“theological  pluralism.”  In  the  study, 
three  writers  examine  four  doctrines  — 
human  nature,  grace,  new  birth  and 
conversion,  and  faith  and  works  —  from 
three  different  theological  viewpoints. 

Dr.  Outler  speaks 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  a  Wesleyan 
scholar  whose  thinking  was  a  major 
influence  in  shaping  the  present  doctrinal 
principles  in  1972,  including  the  af¬ 
firmation  of  “theological  pluralism,” 
defends  the  concept  as  the  “exact  middle 
ground”  between  “dogmatism”  (the 
view  that  everyone  must  believe  exactly 
the  same  in  the  church)  and  “in- 
differentism”  (the  idea  that  anyone  can 


Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia 


Bishop  to  be  figure  of  interest  at  conference 


PORTLAND.  Oreg.  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  who 
has  recently  been  quoted  as  saying  the 
government  of  white-ruled  Rhodesia 
should  be  overthrown  by  “force  of 
arms,”  will  be  a  figure  of  great  interest 
when  he  attends  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference  here  during  the 
sessions  set  to  begin  Tuesday. 

A  long-time  proponent  of  non-violent 
transfer  of  power  from  the  white 
government  to  Rhodesia’s  black 
majority,  has  changed  his  mind.  Essiah 
M.  Zhuwarara,  United  Nations 
representative  of  the  African  National 
Council,  said  Bishop  Muzorewa  has 
concluded  that  “the  only  way  to  attain 
majority  rule  is  by  armed  con¬ 
frontation.” 

According  to  Mr.  Zhuwarara,  the 
bishop  feels  that  “when  the  Ian  Smith 
regime  continues  to  get  military  support 
in  the  form  of  weaponry  and  manpower 
from  the  West,  the  army  he  (the  bishop) 
leads  will  also  be  compelled  to  find 
military  allies  who  will  provide 
weaponry  and  technicians  to  use  that 
weaponry.” 

The  bishop,  who  has  been  living  in  self- 
imposed  exile  in  Mozambique,  is  a  leader 
of  the  so-called  external  wing  of  the 
African  National  Council,  now  known  as 
the  Zimbabwe  (the  African  name  for 
Rhodesia)  Liberation  Council  (ZLC.) 


At  a  recent  meeting  in  Chicago,  (see 
TM/  UMR  Mar.  26),  directors  of  the 
World  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  passed  out 
copies  of  an  information  sheet  dated 
March  5  from  an  independent  “Southern 
African  Committee.”  It  quoted  Bishop 
Muzorewa  as  having  described  the  ZLC 
as  “a  sovereign,  independent  liberation 
movement,  charged  with  the  task  of 
crushing  the  Ian  Smith  fascist  regime 
and  liberating  Zimbabwe  by  force  of 
arms.” 

World  division  supports  him 

A  World  Division  statement,  describ¬ 
ing  Bishop  Muzorewa  as  a  “Christian 
statesman,”  said  it  believed  his  new 
approach  had  grown  out  of  his  Christian 
commitment. 

“We  support  the  bishop  as  a 
Christian,”  said  Dr.  Juel  Nordby,  an 
executive  secretary  of  the  African 
section.  “If  he  in  any  way  changes  his 
political  attitudes,  we  believe  he  does 
that  out  of  his  Christian  conscience.” 

Dr.  Nordby  said  his  agency  is  “terribly 
concerned’’  about  the  situation  in 
Rhodesia,  and  added,  “At  the  moment, 
we  see  very  little  possibility  for  a 
peaceful  settlement.” 

In  a  story  released  Apr.  9,  Religious 
News  Service  said  the  days  of  the  white 
supremacist  regime  in  Rhodesia  are 
clearly  numbered. 


Classified 

Rale:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  an 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $10 
Service  charge  cr  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

POSITION  OPEN:  Executive  Director  far 

major  ecumenical  agency.  Position  open  after 

July  1,  1976.  Resumes  must  be  submitted  no 
later  than  June  1.  For  Job  description, 
qualifications  required,  address  Inquires  to: 
Search  Committee.  Genesee  Ecumenical 
Ministries.  17  South  Fltzhugh  Street. 
Rochester.  N.Y.  14614 

GROUP  -  RESERVE  Now  for  the  Great 
Passion  Play  -  America's  No.  1  Drama! 
Tickets,  lodging,  recreation  It  meals.  Only  $11 
a  person  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort.  Rt. 

1.  Eureka  Springs.  Ark  72632:  Phene  (501)253- 
8413. 

CHRISTIAN  YOUTH  TRAVEL  Seminar. 
England.  HoUand.  Germany.  Austria.  France. 

July  20- August  10  from  Minneapolis  $979.00. 
Contact;  Rev.  Duane  Sarazln.  3801  Wooddale. 
Minneapolis.  Minn.  55416  .  612-929-6725. 
Deadline  May  1st. 

ORGANIST-CHOIR  DIRECTOR:  1.600 
member  church.  North  Little  Rock.  Arkansas. 
Must  develop  graded  choir  program.  Exciting 
opportunity.  Salary  open.  Call  Rev.  CUnt 
Burleson.  501-753^186. 

WANTED:  Youth  Minister  and  Minister  of 
Music  for  aU  choirs.  Combination  position. 
Located  In  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  the  world 
and  a  rapidly  expanding  section  of  Florida. 
Contact:  Rev.  J.  R.  Crook  Jr..  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  388  First  Ave.  S..  Naples. 

Fla.  33940.  (813  )  262-1033. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  desires  full-time  position 

In  Florida.  Have  had  fully  graded  choirs,  also 
youth  and  bell  choirs  and  twenty  years  ex¬ 
perience.  Contact:  Fonda  Dickerson,  Grace 
United  Methodtot  Church  813-488-1374.  400  East 
Field  Ave.  Venice.  Fla.  33595 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  —  Christian 
education  position  open.  Seminole  United 
Methodist  Church.  5400  Seminole  Blvd.. 
Seminole.  Fla.  33542.  ! 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  staff  person  for 
Director  of  Education-Youth  Work,  along  with 
children  and  youth  choirs.  Send  resume  to  1st 
UMC.  Box  747.  Memphis.  Tex.  79345. 

FOR  SALE.  SPRING  -76:  Rodgers  680  3- 
manual  crgan,  1968.  excellent  condition  — 
$12,000.  replacing  with  pipes.  1205  DoUey 
Madison  Blvd..  McLean.  Va.  22101,  (703)-356- 
3312. 

VACATION  HOME  EXCHANGE  or 
retirement  home  exchange  for  United 
Methodists  by  a  United  Methodist.  For  In- 
formation  send  $1.00  to  Vacation,  Box  5639ME. 
Bradenton.  Fla.  33507 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Hone  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  ctxn- 
plete.  confidential  service  an  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  «r  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (513)  696-2410. 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist. 
Fully -accredited.  Coeducational  twoyear. 
University-parallel.  Dedicated  faculty. 
Financial  assistance.  Maximum  enrollment: 

300  students.  Strong  Developmental  Program. 
Music  Honors  In  International  competition. 
Direct  transfer  programs.  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
(Honorary  Society)  chapter  among  top  ten  In 
nation  for  four  consecutive  years.  Cuthbert. 
Georgia  31740.  912-732-2171 

CALL  FOR  SENIOR  MINISTER 

AVAILABLE:  St.  Paul  Community  Church  In 
Homewood.  Illinois  Is  searching  for  a  Senior 

16-DAY  SCANDINAVIA  AND  LONDON 
Holiday  Includes  Norway.  Sweden.  Finland. 
Denmark,  with  three  days  In  London.  July  5 
departure.  Brochure  from  Bob  Sanders. 
United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129. 
Waco.  Texas  76707 

Minister.  Homewood  Is  one  of  the  suburban 
communities  located  30  miles  south  of 
Chicago.  Over  1300  members.  Salary  and 
fringe  benefits  negotiable.  For  additional 
Information,  contact  Dr.  J.  R.  Mossberg. 
chairman  of  the  Mlntoterlal  Selection  C<zn- 
mlttee  at  1739  W.  187th  Street,  Homewood. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education  needed:  Qualified  person  may 
apply  to  Dr  Doyle  Riley.  Ysleta  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  17440.  El  Paso.  Texas 
79917. 

Illinois.  60430.  All  Inquiries  win  be  treated 
confidentially. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone (817)  MI5-72C3  Keene,  Texas 760 S9 

OPPORTUNITY  FOR  PERSON  In  field  of 
education  of  local  church.  Salary  negotiable. 
Write  or  call  BUI  Wilkinson.  Minister.  St. 
Lukes  United  Methodist  Church.  3011  W. 
Kansas.  Midland.  Tex.  97901  -  915-694-2571 

The  question  is  not  whether  the 
government  of  Prime  Minister  Ian  D. 
Smith  will  fall,  but  when  and  how. 

Many  persons,  including  church  and 
political  figures  in  Africa  who  had  long 
championed  a  peaceful,  non-violent 
transition  to  black  majority  rule  in 
Britain’s  breakaway  colony  in  south 
central  Africa  have  changed  their  time. 

The  present  crisis  in  the  landlocked 
nation  where  some  278,000  whites  hold 
absolute  sway  over  6.1  million  blacks  was 
reached  in  mid-March  when  three- 
months  of  negotiations  between  Joshua 
Nkomo,  leader  of  a  “moderate”  black 
faction,  the  so-called  domestic  wing  of 
the  divided  African  National  Council 
(ANC),  and  Mr.  Smith  collapsed. 

The  talks  broke  down  over  the  issue  of 
a  timetable  for  a  shift  to  majority  rule. 
Mr.  Nkomo  demanded  black  rule  in  a 
year  or  two.  Mr.  Smith  proposed  a 
complex  plan  that  would  effectively 
postpone  black  rule  for  10  to  15  years,  if 
not  indefinitely. 

Crisis  deepens 

Shortly  afterwards,  the  crisis  deepened 
when  Mr.  Smith  rejected  out  of  hand  a 
new  British  proposal  offering  financial 
aid  to  Rhodesia  on  condition  that  Mr. 
Smith  agree  to  accept  the  principle  of 
majority  rule  and  to  hold  democratic 
elections  within  18  months  or  two  years. 

“Smith  has  opted  for  war,”  said  Mr. 
Nkomo.  To  which  Mr.  Smith  replied,  “I 
do  not  believe  in  black  majority  rule  in 
Rhodesia  —  not  in  a  thousand  years.” 

The  intransigeance  of  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  ruling  Rhodesian  Front  Party,  it  is 
feared,  has  made  a  bloody  “war  of 
liberation”  all  but  inevitable. 

“We  have  consistently  urged  the 
whites  (of  Rhodesia)  to  be  reasonable 
and  to  accept  a  peaceful  transfer  erf 
power  to  the  majority  of  the  people  said 
Zambia’s  President  Kenneth  Kaunda,  a 


committed  Christian,  with  a  strong  at¬ 
tachment  to  Ghandian  ideas  of  non¬ 
violence,  who  has  long  striven  to  act  as  a 
mediator  between  African  blacks  and 
whites. 

“The  Rhodesian  whites  refused;  now 
they  have  only  themselves  to  blame. 
They  must  now  squarely  face  the  bitter 
consequences  on  the  battlefield.” 

Earlier,  Dr.  Philip  M.  Potter,  General 
Secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC),  warned  that  if  war 
engulfs  Rhodesia,  “the  white-minority 
government  will  be  responsible.” 

Defending  WCC  support  of  African 
liberation  movements,  Dr.  Potter  said, 
“The  issue  is  not  supporting  wars;  it  is 
supporting  people.” 

He  also  suggested  that  there  is  a  double 
standard  among  those  who  say  it  was 
right  to  fight  Nazi  Germany,  but  is  wrong 
for  blacks  to  fight  for  freedom. 

White  domination  total 

White  domination  is  total.  Whites 
command  every  position  of  strength 
except  that  of  numbers.  They  are  fully  in 
command  of  government  and  ad¬ 
ministration,  the  military,  economics 
and  finance,  educational  and  social 
services,  and  the  media. 

The  nation’s  blacks,  in  contrast,  are 
disadvantaged  in  almost  every  respect. 
The  vast  majority  are  obliged  to  sell 
their  labor,  rather  than  their  skills,  in  an 
economic  pyramid  in  which  only  the 
menial  reaches  are  open  to  them. 

The  Land  Tenure  Act  divides  all  land 
equally  between  the  races  —  45  million 
acres  for  the  278,000  whites,  and  45 
million  for  the  6.1  million  blacks. 

The  general  consensus  seems  to  be  that 
unless  a  more  flexible  and  understanding 
white  leadership  emerges  than  that  of  the 
current.  Rhodesian  regime,  a  race  war 
will  follow,  and  blacks  almost  certainly 
will  gain  in  battle  what  they  could  not  win 
at  the  negotiating  table. 


believe  anything  one  wants  and  still  be 
part  of  the  church.) 

The  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
professor  told  TM/  UMR  “pluralism”  is 
no  new  idea,  but  is  something  on  which 
John  Wesley  founded  the  Methodist 
movement  two  centuries  ago. 

“Wesley’s  understanding  of  plural¬ 
ism,”  Dr.  Outler  said,  “is  that  the 
basic  commitment  or  “core”  of  faith  is 
salvation  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.”  He 
says  Wesley  then  calls  upon  Methodists 
to  build  on  that  base  or  "do  theology”  by 
using  Scripture,  tradition,  experience 
and  reason  as  tools  of  “free  inquiry”  and 
“serious  reflection.” 

He  says  “pluralism”  calls  for  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Wesleyan  charge  for 
“unity”  of  opinion  on  those  matters 
“essential”  to  the  faith  and  “liberty”  to 
have  differing  opinions  on  matters  “non- 
essential”  to  the  faith;  or,  Christian 
commitment  without  exclusive  for¬ 
mulations  of  doctrine. 

For  example,  Dr.  Outler  says  there  are 
several  theories  of  the  atonement  that 
are  ‘O.K.’  in  United  Methodist  doctrine. 
The  dogmatist,  however,  would  insist 
only  one  is  all  right;  the  indifferentist 
would  say  “chuck  ’em  all;  experience  is 
the  only  thing  that  counts;”  while  the 
pluralist  would  view  all  as  enriching  the 
understanding  of  basic  commitment  to 
Christ. 

Dr.  Mickey  speaks! 

Critics  of  “theological  pluralism” 
however,  are  not  as  sure  of  its  effect  on 
United  Methodism.  Among  them  are  Dr. 
Paul  Mickey,  professor  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  Durham,  N.C. 

Dr.  Mickey  says  the  way  “pluralism” 
is  applied  in  practice  is  new  for  United 
Methodism.  He  says  the  net  effect  of  our 
failure  to  define  the  “essential  core”  of 
Christian  belief  is  turning  a  good  idea 
into  “stark  confusion.” 

He  does  not  deny  a  place  for  pluralism 
in  the  church,  but  says  too  much  is  being 
expected  of  the  principle  now.  Dr. 
Mickey  agrees  that  United  Methodism 
has  always  had  a  certain  degree  of 
theological  diversity  which  was  sort  of 
like  having  different  kinds  of  furniture 
within  a  basic  framework  of  the 
household  of  faith.  The  framework 
consisted  of  the  “essential  core”  which  is 
the  confession  of  “saving  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior.” 

Dr.  Mickey  points  out  that  in  the  past 
church  members  could  turn  to  the 
church’s  doctrinal  standards  as  con¬ 
tained  in  the  26  “Articles  of  Religion” 
and  the  “Confession  of  Faith”  and  the 
“General  Rules”  to  help  them  find 
clarity  on  the  “essential  core.” 

Then  came  1972  and  the  “deflation”  of 
these  “doctrinal  standards”  to  their 
present  status  as  “landmark 
documents.”  By  “setting  aside”  or 
“denying”  the  standards  in  this  fashion, 
the  '  essential  core”  of  faith  which  they 
contained  as  well  as  the  confessional 
principle  was  wiped  out. 

Now.  “theological  pluralism”  must 
suffice  for  both  faith  and  practice,  serv¬ 
ing  both  as  the  furniture  and  the  super¬ 
structure.  he  said.  This  will  have 
“disastrous  results”  for  the  future  of  the 
church,  the  he  predicted,  “unless  we 
move  to  correct  the  inadvertent  effect” 
of  the  1972  action. 

Two  bishops  speak 

As  the  failure  to  agree  on  the  im- 


Iowa  United  Methodists 
host  healing  conference 


INDIANOLA,  la.  (UMC)  —  Probably 
the  first  Conference  on  Christian  Healing 
ever  sponsored  by  an  annual  conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  took 
place  here  April  2-3. 

Faith  healing  seen  as  “a  lot  of  love 
generated  in  more  ways  than  the  ob¬ 
vious”  was  the  way  one  participant 
summed  up  the  unique  Iowa-Conference- 
hosted  event. 

And  the  "absence  of  pzazz”  was  ac¬ 
claimed  by  a  workshop  leader  who  said 
“how  good  it  is  that  this  has  happened 
because  previously  so  much  (of  healing) 
has  been  left  to  the  fanatics  on  the 
fringe.” 

Purpose  of  the  conference  was  to 
examine  the  “healing  for  body,  mind  and 
spirit  through  religion,  medicine,  and 
science  toward  the  health  of  the  whole 
person.”  Participants  included  Father 
John  Parke,  an  Episcopal  priest  who  is  a 
member  of  “The  Order  of  St.  Luke”  and 
is  in  a  fulltime  ministry  of  healing;  the 
Rev.  Reg  Goff,  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  who  gives  his  fulltime  to 
leading  workshops  on  prayer;  Dr.  James 
A  Stringham,  associated  with  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer.  Houston, 
Texas,  who  is  a  psychiatrist  ,  Dr.  William 
Standish  Reed,  a  medical  surgeon  from 
Tampa,  Fla. ;  and  Dr.  Barbara  A.  Pursey 
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who  is  a  chemistry  professor  at  Iowa 
State  University,  Ames. 

Dr.  Reed  told  the  nearly  1,200  par¬ 
ticipants  of  personally  following  the  New 
Testament  admonition  of  anointing  the 
sick  with  oil,  laying  hands  on  them, 
praying  the  prayer  of  faith,  and  seeing 
miraculous  results.  He  described  a  “new 
wave  of  faith”  sweeping  through  the 
churches  and  said  “a  crescendo  of  good 
things  are  happening.” 

Participants  agreed  an  expression  of 
sweeping  changes  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  other  Protestant 
denominations  is  taking  place.  They  see 
it  as  a  return  to  “New  Testament 
Christianity”  in  which  followers  of  Jesus 
carry  out  his  instructions  that  they  would 
be  channels  through  which  He  would 
continue  to  carry  out  a  healing  ministry. 

Workshop  leaders  stressed  that  healing 
of  the  body  doesn’t  come  right  away.  A 
genuine  conversion  experience,  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ,  is  a 
starting  point.  Healing  of  relationships, 
the  eradication  of  all  bitterness,  hatred 
and  guilt,  is  the  second  step  before 
physical  healing  is  likely  to  occur. 

The  conference  consisted  of  two 
healing  services  Friday  and  Saturday 
evenings,  three  workshop  periods,  and 
two  panels  of  the  speakers  and  workshop 
leaders. 
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plications  of  terms  continues,  others  are 
beginning  to  wonder  whether  we 
shouldn’t  step  back  a  pace  or  two  and  try 
again. 

“We  need  a  better  word,”  says  Bishop 
Joel  McDavid  of  the  UMC’s  Florida 
Area.  He  says  that  a  major  problem  lies 
in  the  fact  that  the  term  “theological 
pluralism”  has  gained  such  wide  popular 
usage  that  it  has  become  vague  and 
rather  “non-descript.” 

“To  those  outside  the  church  it  doesn’t 
mean  anything,”  he  said,  and  to  those 
inside  the  church  it  is  often  misun¬ 
derstood  to  mean  permissiveness.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Bishop  Joseph 
Yeakel,  Syracuse  Area,  says 
“theological  pluralism”  is  misun¬ 
derstood  too  often  as  authorizing  “ex- 
clusivism.”  Groups  or  individuals  insist 
on  a  specific  viewpoint  of  faith  and  ignore 
their  covenant  with  the  rest  of  the 
church. 

Put  in  terms  of  a  local  congregation, 
Bishop  Yeakel  believes  that  “every 
congregation  accepts  a  limited  amount  of 
pluralism  and  works  within  that  range.” 
He  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  every 
congregation  to  tolerate  all  the  lifestyles 
and  theologies  available  and  still  be  a 
workable  community. 

The  problem  is  that  this  range  tends  to 
harden  into  a  ‘stance.’  Then  it  becomes 
almost  impossible  for  the  church  to  in¬ 
corporate  new  thinking  and  it  can 
become  extremely  exclusive,  he  noted. 

Dr.  Watts  speaks 

There  is  evidence  that  United 
Methodists  have  been  struggling  with  the 
new  document  which  introduced 
“theological  pluralism”  in  1972.  Through 
last  November  over  19,000  copies  of  the 
leader’s  guide  for  study  of  the  doctrinal 
statement  were  sold  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  That  would 
suggest  that  “a  good  many  United 
Methodists  are  engaged  in  theological 
study”  Dr.  Ewart  Watts,  curriculum 
editor,  told  TM/  UMR. 

The  department  of  curriculum 
resources  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
may  be  more  sharply  confronted  with 
interpreting  “theological  pluralism” 
than  any  other  part  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Watts  admits  it  hasn’t  been  easy  to 
implement  that  concept  in  church  school 
literature  but  he  continues  to  believe  that 
the  “pluralism  of  the  UMC  is  its  greatest 
asset  and  our  true  strength.” 

Pressure  has  been  brought  on  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  since 
1972  —  notably  by  ‘Good  news’  (a  group 
of  “evangelicals”  in  the  church)  —  to 
provide  separate  lines  of  curriculum 
resources  planned  and  written  by  their 
own  members  for  use  by  their  own 
members. 

Dr.  Watts  said  the  curriculum 
resources  committee  and  he,  personally, 
continue  to  resist  this  because  it  prevents 
creative  dialogue  occuring  between 
differing  viewpoints.  “I  think  it  would  put 
people  into  camps  where  they  would  hear 
and  be  supported  only  by  those  who  agree 
closely  with  them.” 

In  practice  the  committee’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  theological  pluralism  is 
reflected  most  frequently  in  a  deliberate 
effort  to  select-  writers  from  different 
theological  perspectives,  Dr.  Watts  said. 
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WORSHIP 


Presenting  Clergy  Delegates 


Continuing  from  last  week  our 
presentation  of  General  Conference 
Delegates,  we  are  pleased,  this  week,  to 
publish  pictures  and  sketches  of  those 
members  of  the  clergy  who  are 
representing  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
They  were  chosen  by  ballot  at  last  year’s 
Annual  Conference,  and  are  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  many  fine  pastors  who  serve 
our  church  throughout  the  state. 

Representation  at  General  Conference 
is  equally  divided  between  Lay  and 
Clergy,  and  each  has  the  same  voting 
privileges  and  powers.  Each  serves  on  a 
Legislative  Committee  and  helps  to 
make  the  important  decisions  that  in¬ 
volve  church  life  for  the  forthcoming 
four-year  period.  Like  the  Lay  delegates 
featured  last  week,  these  six  Clergy 
Delegates  will  also  serve  as  delegates  to 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  July. 

W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  a  native  of  New 
Orleans,  is  the  son  of  a  distinguished 
retired  member  of  our  Conference,  the 
Rev.  W.  T.  Handy  and  Mrs.  Handy.  He  is 
presently  serving  as  Vice-President  for 
Personnel  and  Public  Relations,  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  Through  education, 
experience,  travel,  and  church  and 
community  involvement,  he  will  be  an 
outstanding  representative  of  our  Con¬ 
ference.  He  is  one  of  the  featured 
speakers  during  the  seven  afternoon 
worship  services  scheduled  during 
General  Conference;  and  his  legislative 
committee  assignment  is  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

J.  Woodrow  [Woody]  Hearn,  currently 
Pastor  of  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  a 
leader  in  many  facets  of  Conference  life. 
A  former  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  director,  he  has  served,  also, 
on  many  national  boards  and  com¬ 
mittees,  and  has  been  identified  with 
leadership  throughout  his  career.  Last 
summer  he  was  designated  as  one  of  22 
official  representatives  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  Nairobi,  Africa. 
Doctor  Hearn’s  known  soundness  and 
enthusiastic  personality  will  be  assets  as 
he  serves  our  Conference  as  a  delegate. 
His  committee  is  Council  on  Ministries. 

Douglas  L.  [Doug]  McGuire,  popular^ 
Pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  is  a  native  of  Louisiana,  and  has 
spent  his  entire  preaching  career  in  the 
state.  The  holder  of  numerous  degrees 
(earned  and  honorary),  he  also  served 
his  country  as  a  Naval  Chaplain,  and  has 
traveled  extensively  all  over  the  world. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  London  in  1966,  and  has 
represented  the  church  nationally  on 
many  occasions.  His  community  service 
is  varied  and  distinguished,  and  he  is 
widely  known  as  a  speaker  and  leader 


both  in  the  Conference  and  in  the 
Jurisdiction.  A  former  District 
Superintendent,  his  administrative 
ability  and  broad  knowledge  well  qualify 
him  to  serve  as  a  delegate.  He  will  serve 
on  the  Global  Ministries  legislative 
committee. 

Benedict  A.  Galloway,  another  native 
of  Louisiana,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Conference  since  1941,  and  has  served  a 
number  of  churches,  where  he  has  left  an 
impact  of  Christian  service  and  growth. 
His  leadership  as  a  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  is  well  known,  and  his  ability  to 
strengthen  and  build  churches  is  one  of 
his  many  talents.  He  is  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  our  Conference,  and 
serves  on  many  other  Boards,  Com¬ 
missions,  and  Committees.  He  has  been 
identified  with  many  Jurisdictional  and 
general  church  activities,  and  has 
represented  the  church  at  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  (1966),  and  at 
three  General  Conferences  in  addition  to 
the  present  one.  Doctor  Galloway’s  broad 
experience  and  perceptive  insight  help  to 
make  him  a  worthy  representative  of  our 
Conference.  His  committee  assignment 
is  Church  and  Society. 

Alfred  L.  [Al]  Norris,  popular  and 
personable  District  Superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District,  was  born  in 
Bogalusa,  and  has  served  churches  in  the 
Conference  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has 
an  outstanding  record  of  achievement  in 
community  activity  and  in  church  af¬ 
fairs,  having  been  a  representative  of 
various  boards  and  agencies.  For  a  time 
he  was  Director  of  Recruitment  for 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
(Atlanta),  and  prior  to  accepting  the 
District  appointment,  was  Pastor  of  First 
Street  Church  in  New  Orleans.  As 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Lafon 
Home  in  New  Orleans,  he  has  contributed 
impressive  leadership.  Doctor  Norris 
will  be  serving  on  the  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  on  Administrative  Order  at 
General  Conference. 

D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  another  native  of 
Louisiana,  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  a  post  in  which  he  has  made 
aji^putstanding  record  since  1955. 
Prominent  in  almost  every  facet  of 
Conference  activity,  he  is  equally  known 
for  his  participation  in  community  life 
and  service  on  boards  and  agencies.  The 
imposing  church  structure  and  myriad 
program  activities  of  First  Church  attest 
to  the  quality  of  leadership  which  he  has 
rendered  in  Shreveport.  He  has  been 
identified  with  many  conference-wide, 
Jurisdictional  and  general  church  ser¬ 
vices.  At  General  Conference  he  will  be 
serving  well  on  the  legislative  committee 
on  Discipleship. 


Plans  Announced  For 


Heritage  Sunday  Worship 


By  CLYDE  C.  FRAZIER.  JR. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  churches 
will  be  celebrating  Bicentennial  Sunday 
on  May  23.  The  nation’s  bicentennial 
marks  a  period  slightly  longer  than  the 
175  years  of  Methodism  in  Louisiana,  as 
it  is  generally  accepted  that  the 
Methodist  church  crossed  the  Mississippi 
River  in  1803  or  1804.  It  is  appropriate  to 
remind  ourselves  of  the  type  of  service 
suitable  to  Louisiana  Methodists,  if  they 
wish  to  be  truly  authentic  in  celebrating 
in  the  same  fashion  of  worship  as  the  one 
practiced  by  the  pioneer  Methodists  in 
1804. 

John  Wesley  sent  to  the  Methodist 
conference  of  1784  an  order  of  worship 
patterned  according  to  traditional 
English  worship  services  of  the  period. 
Such  a  formal  service  is,  of  course, 
perfectly  appropriate  for  congregations 
wishing  to  use  it  as  a  pattern.  The  order, 
however,  was  soon  abandoned  by  the 
American  Methodists,  who  had  no  wish  to 
be  bound  by  formal  prayers,  hymn  tunes, 
and  sermons  preached  from  notes. 
Indeed,  the  circuit  riders  wisely  decided 
that  the  formal  service  of  the  urban 
culture  was  ill-fitted  to  the  great  mass  of 
folk  at  the  outposts  of  settled  land.  Such 
folk  as  those  who  settled  the  Western 
lands  wanted  a  preacher  who  could 
mount  a  wagon,  preach  the  gospel,  apply 
it  to  the  people,  and  so  exhort  the 
brethren  that  they  understood  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Christian  church.  While  not 
denying  the  suitability  of  a  formal  ser¬ 
vice  for  settled  congregations,  the 
itinerants  of  the  frontier  developed 
rather  a  service  of  worship  which 
evolved  with  the  Westward  movement. 

Characteristics 

Most  characteristic  of  the  circuit 
rider’s  worship  service  was  the  absence 
of  printed  manuscripts  and  prayerbooks. 
Sensible  to  the  rigors  and  demands  of 
their  age,  these  preachers  felt  that  the 
dispensation  of  the  gospel  rested  with 
them.  They  were  admonished  by  John 
Wesley  in  the  Book  of  Discipline:  “Take 
care  not  to  ramble;  but  keep  to  your  text, 
and  make  out  what  you  take  in  hand.”  In 
their  zeal,  they  frequently  did  preach 
(and  ramble)  for  several  hours  of  ser¬ 
monizing.  Only  the  sincerity  of  their 
message  of  salvation,  undergirded  by 
their  personal  experience,  guaranteed  an 
appreciative  and  receptive  congregation. 


Many  who  heard  a  preacher  were  aware 
that  they  might  be  miles  toward  the  west 
or  even  approaching  the  gates  of  Heaven 
before  they  heard  another  sermon. 
Therefore,  they  listened  with  an  intensity 
that  prodded  the  preacher  to  greater 
heights  of  sharing.  One  preacher  of  the 
period  confides:  “I  simply  told  the  story 
of  the  undying  love  of  Jesus  and  related 
my  own  experience  of  salvation  through 
Christ,  and  as  I  did  so  I  cried  and  other 
men  cried,  and  were  converted.” 

Prayers 

The  Methodist  preacher  did  not  read 
the  formal  prayers.  According  to  one 
Jesse  Lee,  the  preachers  were  “fully 
satisfied  they  could  pray  better  and  with 
more  devotion  with  their  eyes  shut  than 
they  could  with  their  eyes  open.”  They 
prayed  as  men  who  presented  their  needs 
and  the  needs  of  their  folk  as  if  they 
talked  face  to  face  with  God.  Of  Tobias 
Gibson,  the  superintendent  who  first 
assigned  a  Methodist  preacher  to  Louisi¬ 
ana,  someone  said:  “He  prayed  like 
he  was  right  close  up  to  God,  and  was 
assured  that  God  would  answer  his 
prayers.” 

When  a  layman  became  a  Methodist, 
he  was  expected  to  pray  both  in  public 
and  in  private.  Methodists  established 
family  altars,  and  those  who  did  not  were 
the  occasion  for  grave  concern  in  the 
congregations.  The  prayer  element  was 
so  prominent  that  other  denominations 
marveled  at  the  ability  of  Methodist  folk 
to  pray.  One  Methodist  preacher,  when 
questioned  about  this  ability ,  explained  it 
by  saying  simply:  “Methodists  prac¬ 
tice.” 

Singing 

If  all  were  expected  to  pray,  all  were 
even  more  expected  to  sing.  As  we  have 
suggested,  printed  aids  to  worship  were 
almost  non-existent.  Few  hymnals  were 
available  beyond  the  Cumberland  Gap. 
The  Christmas  conference  affirmed  the 
congregational  singing  as  a  vital  part  of 
Methodism  by  adopting  as  a  hymn  book 
John  Wesley’s  Collection  of  Psalms  and 
Hymns.  Question  57  of  the  first  Discipline 
read:  “How  shall  we  guard  against 
formality  in  singing?"  Six  of  the  twelve 
answers  given  were: 

“1.  By  choosing  such  hymns  as  are 
proper  for  the  congregation. 


2.  By  not  singing  too  much  at  once; 
seldom  more  than  five  or  six  verses. 

3.  By  suiting  the  tune  to  the  words. 

4.  By  often  stopping  short  and  asking 
the  people,  ‘Now,  do  you  know  what 
you  said  last?  Did  you  speak  no  more 
than  you  felt?’ 

5.  Do  not  suffer  the  people  to  sing  too 
slow.  This  naturally  tends  to  for¬ 
mality,  and  is  brought  in  by  them  who 
have  either  very  strong  or  very  weak 
voices. 

6.  Exhort  every  one  in  the 
congregation  to  sing,  not  one  in  ten 
only." 

The  circuit  riders  were  expected  to  be 
able  singers.  The  hymnal  was,  after  the 
Bible,  the  second  most  used  and 
treasured  book  in  the  saddle  bag. 
Preachers  frequently  attracted  wor¬ 
shippers  by  singing  a  hymn  while  the 
crowd  gathered.  Those  who  could  only 
“tote”  a  hymn  after  it  had  been  “raised" 
would  appoint  some  brother  in  the 
audience  to  start.  The  Methodist 
preacher  “lined”  the  hymns  for  the 
congregation;  that  is,  he  read  aloud  two 
or  more  lines  of  a  hymn,  the  group  then 
singing  them  after  him.  This  routine  was 
followed  until  the  entire  hymn  was 
completed.  Necessity  dictated  this 
method  because  no  hymn  books  were 
possessed  except  by  the  minister.  The 
early  folk  thus  memorized  hymns,  and  a 
contagion  of  singing  marked  the  frontier 
church.  They  sang,  as  Wesley  had  ad¬ 
vised,  “lustily,  and  with  good  courage.” 
A  resulting  characteristic  of  worship  was 


the  absence  of  choirs.  Indeed,  choir 

music  was  counter  to  the  Discipline  of 
1784,  which  instructed  that  all  take  part 
in  the  singing. 

Recapturing  The  Spirit 

It  is  obviously  impossible  to  recreate 
entirely  the  pioneer  worship  experience. 
To  do  so  would  dictate  meeting  in  a  home 
or  a  barn,  under  a  giant  tree,  or  in  a 
brush  arbor.  It  is,  however,  suggested 
that  Louisiana  Methodists  try  to 
recapture  the  spirit  of  the  early  church 
for  the  service  on  May  23,  1976.  The 
Discipline  of  1805  says  of  public  worship: 
Question:  What  directions  shall  be  given 
for  the  establishment  of  uniformity  in 
public  worship  amongst  us,  on  the 
Lord’s  Day? 

Answer:  1.  Let  the  morning-service 
consist  of  singing,  prayer,  the  reading 
of  a  chapter  out  of  the  Old  Testament, 
and  another  out  of  the  New,  and 
preaching. 

Considering  this  advice,  all  can  see  the 
necessity  of  planning  a  service  which  will 
reflect  the  attitude,  if  not  the  letter,  of  a 
typical  worship  service  of  1803.  All 
printed  hymns  should  be  avoided  during 
this  one  service.  Let  the  minister  or  some 
leader  line  the  hymns.  Let  certain  ap¬ 
pointed  laymen  pray.  Let  the  minister 
preach  on  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
church,  emphasizing  the  important 
tenents  of  the  gospel.  Let  all  listen  with 
intensity  that  bespeaks  receptivity.  Let 
all  depart  with  the  witness  of  the  Spirit  in 
their  lives. 


News  From  Shreveport  District 


Shreveport  District  Conference  was  held  late  in  March  at  First  Church,  Bossier 
City,  and  some  of  the  participants  are  shown  here.  Principal  speakers  were  Dr.  Jolly 
B.  Harper,  whose  subject  was  "200  Years  of  Methodism,"  and  Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark, 
Director,  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana.  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  District 
Superintendent  is  also  in  the  picture. 

St.  Andrew  UMW 
Cultivate  Members 

The  members  of  St.  Andrew  United 
Methodist  Women  of  New  Orleans  East 
honored  the  new  members  and 
prospective  members  at  a  recent  party 
held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Hazel  Irby.  This 
picture  shows  Mrs.  Gwen  Beckman, 
membership  chairman  and  new  mem¬ 
bers  Mrs.  Gladys  Abe  and  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Gowland,  who  were  among  the  large 
number  present  for  the  occasion. 


Bishop's  Message 

Who  speaks  for  the  church? 

This  question  arises  from  time  to  time  when  the  secular  media  carry  reports 
of  church  doings.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  to  say  that  nobody  can  speak  on 
behalf  of  another  Methodist.  We  as  Protestant  Methodist  Christians  are  all 
equal  before  God,  and  are  held  equally  accountable.  No  one  can  speak  for 
anyone  else  You  speak  for  yourself,  and  you  are  responsible  for  yourself.  The 
statements  of  church  bodies,  committees,  conferences,  conventions  bear  only 
the  weight  of  those  who  are  present  and  doing  the  speaking.  A  General  Con¬ 
ference  may  seek  to  reflect  a  consensus,  and  it  may  write  a  creed,  but  nothing 
in  all  of  that  is  mandatory  upon  the  individual  Christian.  Various  boards, 
agencies  committees  speak  TO  THE  CHURCH  and  as  individual  members  of  a 
church,  but  they  never  speak  FOR  the  church.  Nobody  can  speak  for  you  but 

The  General  Conference  is  here,  and  undoubtedly  the  compulsive  resolution- 
passers  the  position  paper  writers,  the  committees  will  have  a  field  day.  But  no 
one  can  bind  your  soul,  and  no  one  can  say  what  you  have  to  believe  as  a 
Methodist  except  for  those  few  fundamental  theological  affirmations  that  have 
to  do  with  the  nature  of  God,  the  person  and  work  of  Christ,  and  the  response  in 


faith.  '  . 

Sincere  Christians  will  seek  to  apply  the  gospel  in  many  different  ways  as 
time  moves  on;  it  is  important  that  Christian  groups  declare  themselves,  and  it 
is  important  that  they  engage  in  dialogue,  raise  questions,  sensitize  people  to 
the  world’s  needs,  comment  on  the  passing  scene,  make  their  resolutions,  and 
debate  everything  fully.  By  this  process  faithful  Christians  are  given  new  in¬ 
sights,  new  opportunities  to  express  themselves,  and  they  may  experience 
some  personal  growth,  but  nobody  can  bind  your  soul,  and  nobody  can  say  that 
all  Methodists  have  or  must  have  a  given  position  on  a  given  subject,  whether  it 
be  the  gospel  as  applied  to  politics,  social  life,  international  problems,  or 
whatever.  The  important  thing  is  that  you  think  about  these  things,  and  respond 
and  react  Church  people  must  be  involved  in  the  business  of  this  world.  They 
must  seek  to  apply  the  gospel  to  the  problems  of  society,  even  if  they  are 
mistaken  in  the  way  they  suggest  the  application  should  be  made.  Church 
people  must  declare  themselves.  General  Conference,  Annual  Conference, 
groups,  boards,  committees  should  vote  on  things  and  should  join  in  the  public 
discussion  I  welcome  all  of  this,  yet  no  one  can  bind  the  soul  of  another.  Each 
one  is  responsible  before  God  for  his  own  position.  As  a  Christian,  where  do  you 
stand  on  the  burning  issues  of  the  day? 


Suggested  Order  Of  Worship 

John  Wesley’s  Order  for  Morning  Prayer,  prepared  in  1784  for  the  American 
Methodists,  is  given  in  full  for  those  who  choose  to  use  it. 

PREPARATION  FOR  THE  SERVICE 
PRELUDE 

CALL  TO  WORSHIP:  COLLECT  FOR  PURITY  OF  HEART  l  By  the  minister) 
PROCESSIONAL  HYMN  OF  PRAISE  (Suggested  from  Methodist  Hymnal:  1,  15, 
137,  302) 

I.  The  Service  Of  Confession 

SCRIPTURE  SENTENCES  (Read  by  the  minister) 

CALL  TO  CONFESSION  (By  the  minister) 

GENERAL  CONFESSION  (All) 

PRAYER  OF  ABSOLUTION  (By  the  minister) 

THE  LORD'S  PRAYER  (All) 

II.  The  Service  Of  The  Word 

A  VERSICLE  OF  PRAISE  (Responsively) 

OLD  TESTAMENT  CONFESSION  OF  FAITH:  VENITE  (Responsively) 

OLD  TESTAMENT  HYMN  (All,  in  unison.  Suggested  reading,  570,  at  the  end  of 
which  shall  be  said  “Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc.  ..." 

OLD  TESTAMENT  SCRIPTURE  LESSON  (Suggested  reading:  Isaiah  52:1-2,  7-12) 
TE  DEUM:  (All,  responsively,  standing) 

NEW  TESTAMENT  SCRIPTURE  LESSON  (Suggested,  Romans  5:1-11) 

NEW  TESTAMENT  HYMN :  BENEDICTUS  (All,  responsively,  standing.  If  desired, 
a  New  Testament  hymn,  one  celebrating  God's  act  in  Christ,  may  be  sung  in¬ 
stead  of  the  Benedictus.  Suggested  reading,  650,  or  hymn  102,  118,  139,  250,  339, 
483,  or  527.) 

NEW  TESTAMENT  CONFESSION  OF  FAITH:  APOSTLES’  CREED 
WITNESS  TO  THE  WORD,  OR  SERMON 

III.  The  Service  Of  Offering 

OFFERTORY  SENTENCES  (By  the  minister) 

PRESENTATION  OF  OUR  GIFTS  (If  there  be  an  anthem,  let  it  be  while  the  gifts 
are  being  received.  When  the  gifts  are  laid  upon  the  Table,  the  people  shall  stand 
and  sing  the  Doxology.) 

Minister:  The  Lord  be  with  you 
People:  And  with  thy  spirit 
Minister:  Let  us  pray. 

THE  FIRST  COLLECT.  OF  THE  DAY  (By  minister,  the  people  kneeling  or  seated) 
THE  SECOND  COLLECT,  FOR  PEACE  (All) 

THE  THIRD  COLLECT,  FOR  GRACE  TO  LIVE  WELL  (All) 

THE  GRACE:  II  Cor.  13:14  (By  the  minister) 

AFTER  SERVICE 

RECESSIONAL  HYMN  OF  SERVICE  (Suggested  hymns,  250,  259,  283,  301,  302.  483, 
528) 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

A  simplified  version  of  the  Wesley  Order  for  Morning  Prayer  is  the  Order  of 
Worship  (Complete  Form)  from  page  ix  in  the  Methodist  Hymnal.  This  preserves 
the  spirit  of  the  Order  above  but  affords  more  time  for  the  sermon.  Still  another 
service  might  be  based  on  the  order  of  worship  found  in  the  1938  edition  of  the 
Cokesbury  Hymnal.  It  is  suggested  for  smaller  churches  and  those  accustomed  to 
fewer  components  of  ritual.  It  includes  some  parts  of  the  Wesley  Orders. 

( Appreciation  is  expressed  to  Mrs.  Kate  Warnick,  Methodist  Historical  Librarian, 
Bridwell  Library,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  and  the  Rev.  James  W.  Jones  for 
assistance  in  gathering  material  for  this  article.) 


General  Conference 
Underway  In  Portland 


The  Quadrennial  General  Conference 
of  our  Church  began  this  week  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.,  and  when  the  session  ends  in 
approximately  another  week,  resolutions 
will  have  been  made,  issues  raised,  and 
legislation  voted  upon.  In  previous 
editions  of  this  newspaper  and  in  the 
Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter  you  have  read  of  the  concerns 
that  are  considered  most  likely  to  be 
raised. 

Whatever  happens  at  this  General 
Conference,  it  is  well  to  keep  in  mind 
what  our  Bishop  Crutchfield  has  said  in 
his  thoughtful  and  enlightening  Message 
carried  on  this  page.  It  is  an  outstanding 
statement,  written  in  the  true  Christian 


spirit. 

Elsewhere  in  this  newspaper  ( the  other 
three  pages)  you  will  be  reading 
eyewitness  accounts  of  the  General 
Conference  events.  These  news  stories 
will  make  interesting  reading,  and  the 
information  will  be  helpful.  Whether  or 
not  we  agree  with  everything  that  we 
read  is  a  personal  matter;  but  it  is  of 
utmost  importance  that  we,  as  respon¬ 
sible  church  members,  be  informed  of 
what  is  going  on. 

Our  own  delegates  were  chosen  by  us  to 
represent  us.  We  feel  confident  that  our 
Conference  is  represented  by  thoughtful, 
intelligent  Christian  church  members, 
laity  and  clergy. 
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General  Conference  in  perspective 


By  the  time  thli  li  read,  delegates  to 
the  1976  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  will  be  well  into  their  work, 
and  scattered  reports  of  that  work  will  be 
appearing  in  the  public  press. 

Denominational  officials  say  that 
members  of  our  church  have  been 
prepared  more  adequately  for  this 
General  Conference  than  for  any  other. 
We  agree.  However,  experience  has 
shown  that  it  is  virtually  impossible  to 
prepare  the  church’s  members  for  all 
that  will  be  reported  about  a  meeting 
hundreds  of  miles  away. 

The  best  tool  for  absorbing  with  un¬ 
derstanding  all  that  one  will  hear  or  read 
about  General  Conference  is  a  sound 
sense  of  perspective.  Such  perspective 
will  include  recognition  of  at  least  three 
facts. 

1.  We  can  trust  the  Christian  integrity 
of  our  elected  delegates.  The  984 
delegates  to  General  Conference  were 
not  handpicked  by  some  national  agency 
nor  were  they  chosen  at  random.  They 
were  individually  elected  by  persons  in 
their  own  annual  conferences.  Usually 
one  has  to  be  a  locally  recognized 
Christian  leader  to  be  elected.  Once 
elected,  being  a  delegate  is  largely  a 
thankless  task.  Hundreds  of  pages  of 
advance  material  must  be  read.  During 
General  Conference,  a  delegate  works 
from  10-16  hours  a  day  for  two  weeks,  and 
is  called  upon  to  make  literally  hundreds 
of  decisions.  Delegates  may  err  in  a 
given  decision,  but  we  can  trust  their 
Christian  dedication  and  their  desire  to 
represent  their  church  to  the  best  of  their 
abilities. 

2.  We  should  not  become  overly  con¬ 
cerned  by  news  reports  concerning  a 
particular  General  Conference  action 
with  which  we  disagree.  By  virtue  of  the 
way  the  public  news  media  judge  “news 
value,”  pronouncements  dealing  with 
controversial  public  issues  are  likely  to 
be  the  only  General  Conference  actions 
reported  in  the  public  press.  It  would  be  a 
mistake  to  conclude  from  such  reports 
that  this  is  the  primary  activity  going  on 
in  Portland. 

The  primary  responsibility  of  the 
General  Conference  when  it  meets  every 
four  years  is  legislative,  that  is,  enacting 


basic  policy  and  setting  basic  directions 
for  the  church’s  work  during  the  next 
four  years.  Actions  relating  to  this 
responsibility  will  be  reported  scarcely, 
If  at  all,  In  the  public  media. 

An  important  secondary  responsibility 
of  the  General  Conference  involves 
making  statements  on  moral  issues  of 
public  concern.  But  we  should  not  form 
our  opinion  of  the  overall  faithfulness  of 
the  General  Conference  on  reports  about 
one  or  two  of  these  secondary  actions. 
The  overall  opinion  we  form  should  be 
based  on  knowledge  of  the  overall  work 
of  the  General  Conference,  bearing  in 
mind  what  is  primary  and  what  is 
secondary  in  that  work.  Comprehensive 
reports  will  necessarily  come  from  the 
church  press,  and  later  from  persons  who 
witnessed  the  General  Conference’s  work 
first-hand. 

3.  The  General  Conference  is  not,  and 
makes  no  claim  to  be,  infallible.  Each 
action  taken  represents  the  combined 
best  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  984 
elected  delegates  on  a  given  issue.  Each 
action  of  the  General  Conference  is 
designed  to  be  in  harmony  with  our 
church’s  four  theological  norms: 
Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and  ex¬ 
perience.  But  the  persons  voting  are 
human.  As  a  corporate  body,  General 
Conference  delegates  are  not  immune  to 
error;  their  actions  are  not  immune  to 
critical  scrutiny.  No  member  of  the 
church  is  obligated  to  agree  with  every 
action  taken. 

At  best,  the  General  Conference  is  an 
unwieldly  instrument  for  transacting  our 
church’s  business.  But  over  the  decades, 
our  General  Conference  system  of 
governance  has  worked  well.  Its 
weakness  —  a  makeup  of  mostly  inex¬ 
perienced  delegates  elected  from  the 
church’s  grassroots  —  is  also  its  greatest 
strength.  We  will  inevitably  disagree 
with  some  of  the  specific  actions  taken.  If 
we  study  the  total  work  of  the  General 
Conference,  however,  we  believe  most  of 
what  it  does  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  most  members.  And  more  important, 
we  may  hope  that  most  of  its  work  will 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  One  Who 
ultimately  we  all  seek  to  serve. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


APRIL  30, 1976 


The  Ministry  of  All  Christians 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  utatement  wan 
drafted  by  the  UMC’*  ipecial  “CommliRlon  to 
Study  the  Ministry,"  and  li  being  recommended 
for  adoption  by  the  1978  General  Conference.  If 
adopted,  It  will  appear  as  the  opening  chapter  of 
the  section  on  Organization  and  Administration 
within  the  "Discipline”  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  (see  related  editorial  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

Section  I.  The  Heart  of  the  Christian  Ministry 
1!  101.  In  Christ  the  love  of  God  came  into  this 
world  in  a  unique  way.  He  came  not  to  be  served 
but  to  serve  ( Mark  10:45)  and  to  give  his  life  in  and 
for  the  world.  Christ  freely  took  the  nature  of  a 
servant,  carrying  that  servanthood  to  its  utmost 
limits.  (Phil.  2:7)  All  Christian  ministry  is  Christ’s 
ministry  of  outreaching  love.  The  Christian 
church,  as  the  Body  of  Christ,  is  that  community 
whose  members  share  both  his  mind  and  mission. 
The  heart  of  Christian  Ministry  is  shown  by  a 
common  life  of  gratitude  and  devotion,  witness 
and  service,  celebration  and  discipleship.  All 
Christians  are  called  to  this  ministry  of  ser¬ 
vanthood  in  the  world  to  the  glory  of  God  and  for 
human  fulfillment.  The  forms  of  this  ministry  are 
diverse  in  locale,  in  interests,  and  in 
denominational  accent,  yet  also  always  catholic  in 
spirit  and  outreach. 

Section  II.  The  Church  as  Covenant  Community 
11 102.  From  the  beginning,  God  has  dealt  with 
his  children  through  covenants:  with  Adam,  Noah, 
Abraham,  and  Moses,  with  Jeremiah  and  other 
prophets.  In  each  covenant,  he  offered  his  chosen 
people  the  blessings  of  his  providence  and 
required  their  loyal  obedience  to  his  will  and  way 
that  through  them  all  the  world  should  be  blessed. 
(Gen.  18:18,  22:18)  In  the  new  covenant  in  Christ, 
yet  another  community  of  hope  was  called  out  and 
gathered  up,  with  the  same  promise  and  condition 
renewed  that  all  who  believe  and  obey  shall  be 
saved  and  made  ministers  of  Christ’s 
righteousness.  John  Wesley  and  our  other 
spiritual  forebears  stressed  this  biblical  theme  of 
covenant-making  and  covenant-keeping  as  central 
in  Christian  experience. 

f  103.  The  biblical  story  is  marred  by  disregard¬ 
ed  covenants  and  disrupted  moral  order,  by  sin 
and  rebellion,  with  the  resulting  tragedies  of 
alienation,  oppression,  and  disorder.  In  the  gospel 
of  the  new  covenant,  God  in  Christ  has  provided  a 


new  basis  for  reconciliation  —  Justification  by 
faith  and  birth  into  a  new  life  in  the  Spirit,  which  is 
marked  by  growth  toward  wholeness. 

Section  III.  The  General  Ministry  as  a  Gift  and  as 
a  Task 

f  104.  The  church  as  this  community  of  the  new 
covenant  has  participated  in  Christ’s  ministry  of 
grace  across  the  years  and  around  the  world.  It 
stretches  out  to  human  needs  wherever  love  and 
service  may  convey  God’s  love  and  ours.  The 
outreach  of  such  ministries  knows  no  limits. 
Beyond  the  diverse  forms  of  ministry  is  this 
ultimate  concern:  that  men  and  women  may  be 
renewed  after  the  image  of  their  creator.  (Col. 
3:10)  This  means  that  all  Christians  are  called  to 
minister  wherever  Christ  would  have  them  serv¬ 
ing  and  witnessing  in  deeds  and  words  that  heal 
and  free. 

1 105.  This  general  ministry  of  all  Christians  in 
Christ’s  name  and  spirit  is  both  a  gift  and  a  task. 
The  gift  is  God’s  unmerited  grace;  the  task  is 
unstinting  service.  Entrance  into  the  church  is 
acknowledged  in  Baptism  and  may  include  per¬ 
sons  of  all  ages.  In  this  sacrament  the  church 
claims  God’s  promise,  “the  seal  of  the  Spirit.” 
(Eph.  1:13)  Baptism  is  followed  by  nurture  and  the 
consequent  awareness  by  the  baptized  of  the  claim 
to  ministry  in  Christ  placed  upon  their  lives  by  the 
church.  Such  a  ministry  is  ratified  in  con¬ 
firmation,  where  the  pledges  of  Baptism  are  ac¬ 
cepted  and  renewed  for  life  and  mission.  Entrance 
into  and  acceptance  of  ministry  begin  in  a  local 
church,  but  the  impulse  to  minister  always  moves 
beyond  the  congregation  toward  the  whole  human 
community.  God’s  gifts  are  richly  diverse  for  a 
variety  of  services;  yet  all  have  dignity  and  worth. 
Section  IV.  The  General  Ministry  of  All  Believers 

H  106.  The  People  of  God  are  the  church  made 
visible  in  the  world.  It  is  they  who  must  convince 
the  world  of  the  reality  of  the  gospel  or  leave  it 
unconvinced.  There  can  be  no  evasion  or 
delegation  of  this  responsibility;  the  church  is 
either  faithful  as  a  witnessing  and  serving  com¬ 
munity,  or  it  loses  its  vitality  and  its  impact  on  an 
unbelieving  world. 

Section  V.  The  General  Ministry  and  the 
Diaconal  Ministry 

1 107.  Within  the  total  church  community  there 
are  persons  who  may  be  consecrated  to  diaconal 
ministries  of  love,  justice,  and  service.  This 


consecration  is  the  church's  recognition  of  God’s 
call,  the  individual’s  response  to  that  call,  and  the 
certification  of  such  persons  for  designated  ser¬ 
vice  and  mission.  Persons  to  be  consecrated  as 
diaconal  ministers  are  recommended  to  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  for  consecration  through  its  board 
of  diaconal  ministry  after  they  have  met  the 
personal,  spiritual,  educational  and  professional 
qualifications  required. 

Section  VI.  The  General  Ministry  and  the 
Ordained  Ministry 

1 108.  Within  the  People  of  God  there  are  those 
called  to  specialized  ministries  of  Word, 
sacrament,  and  order  —  the  ordained  clergy.  Such 
callings,  we  believe,  are  evidenced  by  special 
gifts,  graces  and  promise  of  usefulness.  Through 
these  distinctive  functions  ordained  ministers 
devote  themselves  wholly  to  the  work  of  the 
church  and  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  general 
ministry.  They  do  this  through  careful  study  of  the 
scripture  and  its  faithful  interpretation,  through 
effective  proclamation  of  the  gospel  and 
responsible  administration  of  the  sacraments, 
through  diligent  pastoral  leadership  of  their 
congregations  for  fruitful  discipleship,  and 
following  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  wit¬ 
nessing  beyond  the  congregation  in  the  local 
community  and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  (Acts  1 :8) 
The  ordained  ministry  is  defined  by  its  in¬ 
tentionally  representative  character,  by  its 
passion  for  the  hallowing  of  life,  and  by  its  concern 
to  link  all  local  ministries  with  the  widest  boun¬ 
daries  of  the  Christian  community. 

H  109.  God’s  call  to  the  ordained  ministry  is  in¬ 
ward  as  it  comes  to  the  individual  and  outward 
through  the  judgment  and  validation  of  the 
church.  When  inner  and  outer  call  agree  and  are 
affirmed  in  election  by  the  ordained  ministers  in 
full  connection  in  an  annual  conference,  the 
candidate  may  then  be  ordained  through  symbolic 
acts  which  confer  special  roles  of  responsibility. 

H  110.  There  is  but  one  ministry  in  Christ,  but 
there  are  diverse  gifts  and  graces  in  the  Body  of 
Christ.  (Eph.  4:4-16)  There  is  no  rivalry  between 
the  general  and  the  representative  orders  of 
ministry  in  The  United  Methodist  Church,  nor  is 
either  subservient  to  the  other.  Both  are  sum¬ 
moned  and  sent  by  Christ  to  live  and  work  together 
in  mutual  interdependence  and  to  be  guided  by  the 
Spirit  into  the  truth  that  frees  and  the  love  that 
reconciles. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Who  is  in  the  Christian  ministry?  The  real  Holy  Spirit  issues  need  discussion 
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Who  is  in  the  Christian  minisry? 

A  basic  assumption  within  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  is  that  all  Christians 
are  in  ministry.  However,  the  im- 
-  plications  of  that  “Ministry  of  all 
Christians”  has  never  been  a  separately 
defined  part  of  United  Methodism’s 
“Book  of  Discipline.” 

That  situation  will  change,  if  a  new 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
five  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  five  congregations  are 
initiating  TM/  UMR  local  church 
editions  whereby  local  church  news  is 
combined  each  week  with  annual  con- 
:  ference  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  new  editions  and  their  circulations 
are :  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Melbourne,  Florida 
(Florida  Conference),  800;  First  UMC, 
.  Hammond,  Louisiana  (Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference),  323;  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
:  UMC,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma,  266; 
First  UMC,  Austin,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Conference),  1100;  and  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  UMC,  San  Antonio,  Texas  (South¬ 
west  Texas  Conference),  480.  These  bring 
to  193  the  number  of  local  church  editions 
produced  by  TM/  UMR  each  week. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations,  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  our 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
"Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM/  UMR.” 
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disciplinary  section  entitled  “The 
Ministry  of  All  Christians”  is  in¬ 
corporated  into  church  law  during  the 
course  of  this  year’s  General  Conference 
in  Portland,  Oregon.  Written  by  the 
denomination’s  special  Commission  to 
Study  the  Ministry,  the  proposed  new 
section  is  printed  elsewhere  on  this  page. 

TM/  UMR  prints  the  entire  text  of  the 
new  section  proposal  in  the  belief  that  it 
is  a  significant  document,  worth  the 
attention  of  all  United  Methodists  - 
regardless  of  its  future  as  a  Disciplinary 
provision. 

Bishop  Don  W.  Holter,  resident  bishop 
of  the  Nebraska  Area  and  head  of  the 
committee  responsible  for  writing  the 
new  section  proposal,  told  TM/  UMR  he 
believes  it  is  important  that  specialized 
forms  of  ministry  —  such  as  that  of  or¬ 
dained  clergy  —  be  recognized  as 
emerging  from  the  much  wider  ministry 
that  all  Christians  share. 

“It  is  essential  that  we  realize  that  the 
church  is  a  covenant  community,” 
Bishop  Holter  said,  “and  that  ministry  is 
a  part  of  the  covenant.” 

We  underscore  Bishop  Holter’s 
statement  and  applaud  the  efforts  this 
document  makes  toward  a  clearer  un¬ 
derstanding  of  ministry  and  its  demands 
on  each  of  us  who  are  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  reference  to  the  articles 
in  the  April  16  issue  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
Conference  in  Wichita,  Kansas.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  real  issues  are  seldom 
discussed. 

I  feel  we  need  to  raise  such  questions  as 
the  following,  and  discuss  affirmations 
such  as  the  following:  What  does  it  mean 
to  experience  the  Holy  Spirit?  How  and 
when  does  one  begin  to  experience  the 
Holy  Spirit?  Is  it  possible  to  accept  Jesus 
as  Lord  and  Saviour  without  fully  ex¬ 
periencing  the  Holy  Spirit?  Is  a  second 
work  of  grace  necessary  before  one 
receives  the  Holy  Spirit?  What  is  the 
relationship  between  Christian  baptism, 
and  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  Is  the 
Holy  Spirit  at  work  in  the  lives  of  all 
persons,  or  only  in  the  lives  of  some 
believers  ? 

Along  with  these  questions,  I  would 
make  the  following  personal  af¬ 
firmations.  I  affirm  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
at  work  in  the  lives  of  all  persons, 
believers  and  non-believers  alike.  I  af¬ 
firm  that  the  Holy  Spirit  begins  to  be  a 
decisive  force  and  power  in  our  lives 
when  we  accept  Jesus  as  Lord  and 
Saviour.  I  affirm  that  Christian  baptism 
and  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  one 
and  the  same.  I  affirm  that  Charismatics 
and  non-charismatics  equally  experience 
the  Holy  Spirit.  I  affirm  that  the  gift  of 


Here  I  Stand 


We  need  less  focus  on  money 
and  more  on  spiritual  power 


By  S.M.  MARTIN 

In  1786,  John  Wesley  wrote:  “I  am  not 
afraid  that  the  people  called  Methodist 
shall  ever  cease  to  exist,  either  in  Europe 
or  America.  But  I  am  afraid  lest  they 
should  exist  only  as  a  dead  sect,  having  a 
form  of  religion  without  the  power.” 

Most  all  Methodists  realize  that  our 
church  is  in  serious  trouble,  and  our 
leaders  seem  to  place  the  blame  largely 
on  the  laymen.  They  make  it  appear  that 
it  is  because  we  fail  to  bring  a  tenth  of  our 
income  and  turn  it  over  to  the  church.  So, 
in  defense  of  myself  and  all  other  laymen 
of  the  church,  I  wish  to  say  that  neither 
John  the  Baptist,  Jesus  Christ  himself,  or 
any  of  the  New  Testament  writers  ever 
commanded,  or  even  requested  anyone 
to  tithe.  In  fact,  tithing  was  an  ordinance 
of  the  law,  and  rightly  passed  into  history 
with  the  passing  of  the  law. 

When  I  accepted  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  surrendered  my  life  to  Him,  that,  of 
course,  included  what  few  material 
goods  that  I  possessed  —  so  I  am  just  a 
steward  over  the  material  things  that  He 
has  placed  under  my  control.  It  is  my 
duty  as  a  Christian  to  use  it  in  the  way 
that  will  best  serve  the  advancement  of 
the  Kingdom. 

I  heard  William  J.  Bryan  once  say  that 
some  people  were  so  busy  collecting 
money  that  they  did  not  take  time  to  earn 
what  they  collected.  I  wonder  if  this  is  not 
true  of  our  United  Methodist  Church 
today. 

At  the  beginning  of  a  conference  year, 
the  District  Superintendent  comes  down, 
and  although  the  Discipline  indicates 
that  his  first  duty  is  to  look  after  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  church,  about  the 
first  business  he  takes  up  with  the 
Administrative  Board,  is  the  pastor’s 
salary.  That  automatically  fixes  his 
salary  and  other  conference  collections. 
If  these  obligations  are  met  in  full  by  the 
end  of  the  conference  year,  the  church  is 
placed  on  the  honor  roll.  The  board 


members  and  other  officials  don’t  know 
what  their  income  will  be  during  the 
year,  so  in  order  to  meet  their 
obligations,  they  feel  that  it  is  best  for 
them  to  fix  the  salary  at  a  minimum. 
What  can  our  church  leaders  expect  if 
they  use  such  steamroller  tactics  and 
force  the  church  into  a  contract  even 
before  the  conference  year  begins. 

It  is  not  only  unfair  to  the  church,  it 
proves  that  they  haven’t  the  faith  in  their 
calling  and  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
church  that  they  should  have.  Naturally 
this  causes  the  rank  and  file  to  have  less 
confidence  in  and  less  respect  for  them. 
This  makes  it  practically  impossible  for 
the  church  to  have  a  really  successful 
year. 

When  Jesus  Christ  sent  out  the  twelve 
disciples  on  their  first  missionary 
journey,  without  money  and  without 
price,  and  gave  them  that  marvelous 
power  over  evil,  He  laid  the  blueprint  or 
pattern  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel 
throughout  the  world.  Their  mission  was 
so  successful  that  they  were  surprised  at 
their  power.  When  he  asked  them  later  if 
they  lacked  anything  while  on  their 
journey,  they  answered,  “No,  nothing.” 

That  is  the  way  that  the  Apostles 
carried  the  gospel  to  the  known  world 
after  Pentecost,  and  their  work  was 
confirmed  by  marvelous  signs  and 
wonders.  If  our  church  leaders  would 
grasp  this  great  truth  and  send  their 
ministers  out  with  the  faith  and  courage 
that  the  Apostles  nad,  they  would  be 
surprised  at  their  power,  they  would  lack 
nothing  in  a  material  way,  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  would  put  on  a  new 
life. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  S.  M.  Martin, 
is  a  lay  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Eddyville,  Kentucky. 


SAYS  HERE  THAT 
THEFT  LOSSES  BY 
STORES  RUN  INTO 
BILLIONS  Of 
POUAKS  A  YEAR 


OH,  WELL-  BIO 
BUSINESS  CAN 
ABSORB  THAT 
MUCH  OUT  Of 
PROFITS 


WAIT-  SAYS  HERE 
THE  LOSSES  PUSH 
PRICES  UP  FOR 
THE  CONSUMER 
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tongues  is  only  a  minor  gift  of  God.  I 
affirm  that  all  Christian  Disciples  are 
charismatics  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word. 

In  raising  these  questions,  and  in  the 
discussion  of  such  affirmations,  I  believe 
that  this  whole  issue  will  come  in  clearer 
focus.  I  am  sure  there  are  other  questions 
which  need  to  be  raised,  and  other  things 
which  need  to  be  said.  But  this  is  a 
direction.  It  seems  to  me  we  spend  too 
much  time  talking  about  tongues,  which 
is  not  the  real  issue  at  all. 

Lonzo  F.  Battles 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
Too  much  made  of  ‘tongues' 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  April  16  article  on  tongues 
speaking  is  sure  to  generate  copious 
comment  and  I  would  like  to  be  among 
the  first.  My  aim  is  to  inject  an  un¬ 
derpinning  of  reasonableness  upon  which 
others  may  set  their  views  if  they  wish. 

It  seems^'to  me  that  often  much  too 
much  is  made  of  tongues.  As  one  gift  of 
the  Spirit,  it  is  zeroed  in  on  for  attention. 
How  about  the  gift  of  preaching?  Is  it  not 
also  a  gift  of  the  Spirit?  And  yet,  see  how 
limited  is  the  controversy  surrounding  it. 
Why?  I  think  it  is  because  we  can  un¬ 
derstand  the  preacher;  he  is  using  our 
language;  whereas  glossalalia  is,  for 
most,  not  understandable.  Human  nature 
reacts  with  fear  and  distrust  against 
things  not  understood  and  I  believe  that  a 
true  gift  of  the  Spirit  would  not  be  used  to 
divide  the  church.  The  natural  human 
reaction  to  something  not  understood, 
however,  can. 

And  another  aspect:  cannot  some 
unholy  spirit  give  gifts?  Look  around  this 
world  and  study  the  scriptures,  Old  and 
New,  and  see  where  Satan  has  entered 
the  human  arena  to  cause  strife  and 
division,  pride,  hypocrisy,  sins  of  every 
kind  which,  in  subtleness,  divide  the 
family  of  God. 

Whether  or  not  a  person  has  the  gift  of 
tongues  is  of  secondary  importance.  The 
acid  test  we  as  Christians  must  apply  to 
everyone  is  the  test  of  the  tree:  What  are 
the  fruits?  If  the  fruits  are  good,  we  can 
rely  on  that  tree  as  a  spiritual  brother  or 
sister  who  shares  with  us  in  God’s  family. 
If  the  fruits  are  bad,  then  we  can  discard 
the  supposed  gift.  And  how  do  we 
determine  good  fruits?  View  them  in  the 
light  of  the  two  great  commandments: 
love  for  God  and  love  for  fellow  man. 
Does  a  certain  person,  who  speaks  in 
tongues  and  who  claims  that  it  is  a  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  live  in  such  a  manner 
that  will  reflect  an  all  consuming  love  for 
God?  And  does  that  life  also  include 
attitudes  and  acts  which  evidence  love 
for  others? 

Many  of  us  have  known  glorious, 
saintly  Christians  who  walk  closely  with 
Jesus,  knowing  Him  personally,  who 


have  never  uttered  any  but  their  own 
words.  Conversely,  a  few  of  us  may  have 
known  a  few  tongues-speakers  whose 
lives  never  point  upward.  I  believe  we 
should  judge  them  by  Him,  not  Him  by 
them. 

David  C.  Smith 
Grand  Junction,  Colorado 

/Vo,  no,  no! 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  Scarritt  College  opening 
its  doors  to  “gospel  music”  (TM/  UMR, 
April  9). 

No,  no,  no!  “Foot-stomping-hand- 
clapping”  songs,  as  enjoyable  as  they 
may  be  to  sing  are  not  necessarily 
“gospel”  hymns.  More  than  likely,  they 
are  an  updated  version  of  the  old  tent 
revival  meeting  songs. 

“Gospel  hymns”  are  those  hymns 
based  directly  on  Scripture,  especially  on 
the  New  Testament.  “Immortal,  Invisi¬ 
ble,  God  Only  Wise”  (p.  27  of  “The  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal”)  based  on  1  Timothy  1:17 
would  be  an  example.  “We  Would  See  Je¬ 
sus,”  (p.  90  based  on  John  12:21  would 
probably  be  an  even  better  example. 

God  knows  we  need  more  singable 
tunes  for  those  of  us  with  limited  vocal 
ranges.  “New  Wine  1”  and  “New  Wine  2” 
have  contributed  few  tunes  for  the 
average  congregation.  I  have  also 
wondered  why  so  many  of  these  songs 
are  written  in  a  joyless  minor  key. 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  we  can 
find  more  hymns  written,  not  to  test  the 
musical  knowledge  and  vocal  range  of 
the  congregation’s  best  soprano,  but  in 
such  a  way  that  all  might  enjoy  “making 
a  joyful  noise  to  the  Lord”  —  and  that  we 
never  lose  sight  of  the  need  for  majestic 
words,  scripturally  based. 

Kenneth  D.  Moore 
Pirn,  California 

Send  Mother's  Day  cards 
to  help  Soviet  Jews 
To  the  Editor: 

Lubov  Dinenzon  has  two  sons:  Felix 
Aranovich,  an  engineer  and  Victor 
Aranovich,  a  film-maker.  Her  husband 
died  in  World  War  II,  and  her  sons  are  all 
the  family  she  has  left. 

This  Leningrad  family  asked  for 
permission  to  emigrate.  The  government 
granted  visas  to  the  mother  and  one  son. 
Felix,  the  Soviets  said,  must  stay  behind 
because,  many  years  before,  he  had 
worked  on  a  classified  project  —  though 
the  work  has  since  been  described  in 
open  literature  in  far  more  detail  than 
Felix  ever  knew. 

Struggling  to  hold  her  little  family 
together,  the  mother  refused  to  leave 
without  both  her  sons.  The  authorities 
replied  with  an  ultimatum:  either  she 
and  Victor  departed  immediately 
without  Felix,  or  at  least  one  of  the  sons 


would  go  to  prison.  They  left. 

Felix  continues  to  plead  for  the  chance 
to  rejoin  his  mother  and  brother;  the 
government  continues  to  refuse. 

It  is  a  commitment  to  the  ideal  of 
human  rights  which  moves  us  (Religious 
Task  Force  on  Soviet  Jewry)  with  the 
support  of  other  Americans  of  good  will, 
to  work  for  the  freer  emigration  of  Soviet 
Jews.  Implicit  in  our  efforts  is  the  belief 
that  if  a  policy  of  detente  is  worthy  of 
pursuit,  the  pursuit  of  freedom  by  Soviet 
Jews  must  be  respected  and  encouraged. 
If  dentente  is  to  have  lasting  value,  it 
must  involve  not  only  an  exchange  of 
grain  and  machinery,  but  an  exchange  of 
values  and  ideas. 

This  year,  when  you  purchase  your 
Mother’s  Day  cards,  I  suggest  you  buy  an 
additional  one  and  send  it  to  Mrs.  Betty 
Ford  (c/  o  the  White  House,  1600  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20500).  Inside,  ask  Mrs.  Ford  to  help 
Lubov  Dinenzon  have  a  Happy  Mother’s 
Day,  1977,  by  being  reunited  with  her  son, 
Felix.  Remember,  by  publicizing  this 
case,  you  will  be  aiding  Felix  Aranovich. 
By  sending  this  card,  he  will  face 
possible  freedom,  not  reprisals. 

John  Wildenthal 
Houston,  Texas 
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The  Methodist  “Book 
Concern  was 
organized  the  same  year 

George  Washington 
became  president 


Yes,  187  years  ago  the  Methodist 
“Book  Concern"  was  organized  as  a 
one-man  operation  in  Philadelphia. 
Even  then,  visionary  dreamers  would 
not  have  believed  it  would  grow  into 
the  nationwide  book  concern  now 
known  as  Cokesbury. 

Since  those  early  days  of  struggle  to 
establish  a  book  service  to  Methodist 
churches,  Cokesbury  has  been  selling 
books.  Books  about  the  Bible,  his¬ 
tory,  economics,  politics,  people,  re¬ 
ligion,  animals,  the  universe, 
technology  .  .  . 

Cokesbury  has  grown  to  a  service 
stretching  across  our  nation  and 
around  the  world — a  service  that 
guarantees  prompt  attention  to  your 
book  needs;  a  service  with  6  regional 
service  centers  and  30  retail  stores;  a 
service  that  offers  you  convenience  in 
shopping  with  personal  in-store  pur¬ 
chases,  telephone  service,  and  mail 
orders! 

We  invite  you  to  grow  with  us  .  .  . 
Stop  by  Cokesbury  today. 


Cokesbury 
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General  Conference  opens 

Episcopal  Address  tells  church  to  ‘dare’  growth 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  The  church, 
under  God,  can  do  greater  things  than  it 
has  ever  dared,  a  spokesperson  for 
United  Methodism’s  45  active  and  31 
retired  bishops  told  delegates  here 
Tuesday  during  the  opening  address 
before  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  told  984  delegates  gathered  for  the 


LINCOLN  CITY,  Ore.  —  Bishop  James 
S.  Thomas  delivers  the  51-minute 
Episcopal  Address  in  a  “trial  run”  before 
the  Council  of  Bishops  here  last  week. 
The  address  is  written  and  presented  by 
one  bishop  but  edited  and  approved  by  all 
the  bishops.  tm-umr  staff  photo 


quadrennial  meeting  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  top  legislative  body  that  the  church 
can  add  a  million  members  and  raise 
$200  million  by  its  200th  anniversary  in 
1984,  if  it  “dares.”  Bishop  Thomas  made 
his  remarks  in  the  “Episcopal  Address,” 
which  traditionally  marks  the  opening  of 
the  two-week  policy-setting  conference. 

The  bishops’  proposal  called  for  half  of 
the  $200  million  ($20  per  member)  to  be 
spent  on  missional  projects  at  the  annual 
conference  level  and  the  other  half  to  be 
designated  for  similar  projects  by  the 
General  Conference. 

The  1984  celebration-program,  he  said, 
would  serve  as  an  act  of  thanksgiving  to 
God  for  the  gift  of  time  itself,  as  an 
evidence  of  the  appreciation  and  practice 
of  the  stewardship  of  time,  and  to  help 
“firm  up  our  high  resolve  to  use  the 
future  better  than  we  have  the  past.” 

Six  other  concerns  of  the  bishops  listed 
by  Bishop  Thomas  were: 

•  World  hunger  and  its  alleviation 
through  simpler  lifestyles  and  direction 
of  technology  and  national  legislation 
toward  needs  at  home  and  abroad; 

•  Human  equality  and  justice  which 
involves  both  the  wholeness  of  the  gospel 
—  meaning  deep  personal  piety  and 
intentional  social  action  —  and  the 
ministry  of  reconciliation  to  those  per¬ 
sons  who  suffer  oppression; 

•  Crime  and  a  growing  church: 
awareness  of  its  responsibility  for  the 
human  beings  behind  the  increasing  U.S. 
crime  statistics; 

•  The  current  crisis  of  faith  which  calls 
United  Methodists  to  proclaim  “Christ’s 
redeeming  love  so  clearly  and  demon¬ 
strate  it  so  joyously”  that  persons  will 
move  from  “uncertainty  to  vitality”; 

•  The  church’s  need  to  see  that 


Bishops  silenced  during 
General  Conference  debate 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

LINCOLN  CITY,  Ore.  —  How  does  a 
United  Methodist  bishop  feel  about  a 
conference  in  which  he  cannot  vote,  enter 
into  debate  or  speak  to  an  issue? 

The  question  was  of  some  concern 
as  the  Council  of  Bishops  met  here  last 
week.  The  General  Conference  honors 
the  bishops  by  seating  them  on  the  center 
platform  but  does  not  allow  them  voice  or 
vote  (except  to  introduce  programs  as 
chairperson  of  a  board  or  agency  and  to 
serve  as  presiding  officer  for  the  plenary 
sessions.)  .  • 

“I  was  a  delegate  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  from  Kentucky  for  20  years,  and 
now  as  a  bishop  it  will  be  hard  not  to  hold 
up  my  hand  when  they  call  for  a  vote,” 
Edward  L.  Tullis,  bishop  of  the  Colum¬ 
bia,  S.C.,  Area  told  TM/  UMR. 

“It  is  a  strange  feeling  to  be  on  the 
platform  and  not  be  able  to  vote.  So  many 
times  there  are  things  you  want  to  say  on 
an  issue  and  cannot,”  said  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe,  bishop  of  the  Dallas-Ft.  Worth 
Area. 

“I  really  don’t  look  forward  to  just 
watching.  It  won’t  take  the  place  of 
meeting  in  caucuses,  debating  on  the 
floor,  staying  up  late  at  night  or  rising  in 
the  early  morning  to  plan  strategies,” 
said  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  bishop  of  the 
Kansas  Area. 

“I  came  out  of  a  tradition  in  which 
bishops  participated  as  full  members  of 


the  conference  (the  former  Evangelical 
Church. )  But  I  see  the  reasoning  in  trying 
to  maintain  the  balance  of  leadership  and 
authority  by  not  allowing  bishops  to 
speak.  I  am  not  ill  at  ease  with  the 
policy,”  said  Wayne  K.  Clymer,  bishop  of 
the  Minnesota  Area. 

Several  plenary  sessions  of  the  Council 
were  devoted  to  briefing  the  bishops  on 
procedures  and  issues  at  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Since  19  are  new  this 
quadrennium,  several  experienced 
bishops  spoke  on  the  historical 
relationship  of  bishops  to  Genera'l 
Conference,  parliamentary  procedure  as 
presiding  officer  and  general  protocol. 

TM/  UMR  asked  several  bishops  what 
they  saw  as  the  top  issues  facing  the 
delegates.  Their  response  was  varied. 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Louisiana 
Area  said  “the  unglamorous  matter”  of 
financial  priorities  was  number  one. 
“The  delegates  must  decide  what 
feasible  programs  are  most  important 
and  pursue  them  in  order,  leaving  aside, 
often  with  heartbreak,  other  important 
projects.” 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Rich¬ 
mond  Area,  was  elected  to  succeed 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward,  New  York  Area, 
as  president  of  the  council  for  this  year. 
President-designate  for  1977-78  is  Bishop 
Paul  W.  Milhouse,  Oklahoma  Area.  The 
new  secretary  is  Bishop  James  K. 
Matthews,  Washington  Area. 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 

LINCOLN  CITY,  Ore.  -  “Public 
morality  should  sit  firmly  on  a  moral 
base  at  home  and  abroad,”  Senator 
Frank  Church  (D-Idaho)  told  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  gathered  in 
a  pre-General  Conference  session  here  on 
the  western  edge  of  the  Oregon-Idaho 
Area. 

He  admitted  that  government  on  all 
levels  had  “strayed”  from  this  thesis; 
and  he  added  much  corroborating 
evidence  in  a  free-swinging  address  that 
thrilled  many  episcopal  leaders  who  had 
been  saying  some  of  the  same  things. 

The  senator,  who  said  there  are  some 
Idahoans  who  think  that  “church”  and 
“state”  ought  always  to  be  separated, 
contended  that  government  is  the 
“omnipresent  teacher”  of  all  citizens  and 
must  set  an  example  in  obeying  the  law. 
Among  the  examples  of  governmental 
disobedience  he  cited  were  opening  mail, 
interrupting  telegrams,  opening  tax 
records  for  purposes  of  political 
harassment  and  persecuting  young 
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evangelism  become  not  only  the  chief 
concern  of  this  quadrenniqm  but  also  a 
continuing  expression  of  the  total  life  and 
definition  of  the  church; 

•  Ethnic  minority  local  churches  and 
the  need  of  United  Methodists  to  supply 
sufficient  financial  support  or  see  the 
possibility  of  losing  them  altogether 
within  15  years. 

(The  Episcopal  Address  represents  the 
collective  concerns  of  the  church’s 
bishops.  Written  and  presented  by  one 
bishop  but  edited  and  approved  by  all  the 
bishops,  the  address  is  traditionally 
delivered  to  the  General  Conference.  The 
first  one  of  900  words  was  given  by 
William  McKendree  in  1812,  to  the  sur¬ 
prise  and  consternation  of  the  senior 
bishop  —  Francis  Asbury.) 

814  women  in  seminary 

Bishop  Thomas  also  acknowledged  the 
significant  role  played  by  women  among 
the  church’s  laity  and  clergy.  “The  time 
has  come,”  he  said,  “to  affirm  clearly 
the  equal  right  of  women  to  occupy  any 
executive  position  in  the  church.”  He 
pointed  out  that  of  the  814  women 
enrolled  in  U.M.  seminaries  last  fall,  555 
were  in  Masters  of  Divinity  curricula. 
Their  graduation  and  appointment,  he 
said  will  “enrich  a  clergy,  once  ex¬ 
clusively  reserved  for  males,  and  ex¬ 
press  a  vital  mutuality  in  the  ministry  of 
the  church.” 

Turning  to  the  two  missional  priorities 
proposed  for  extensive  emphasis 
throughout  the  church  —  alleviation  of 
world  hunger  and  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  —  the  bishop 
reinforced  the  gravity  of  the  situation. 

“For  the  first  time  in  decades,”  he 
said,  "the  word  ‘famine’  has  re-entered 
our  vocabulary  because  it  has  become  a 
tragic  fact  of  human  existence.  Although 
problems  related  to  hunger  are  of  such 
proportions  as  to  stagger  the  minds  of 
experts,  the  church  is  called  upon  to 
“share  what  the  world  needs  supremely 
—  a  vibrant  and  intelligent  faith  in  the 
Christ  who  ministered  to  the  physical 
hungers  of  people  who  came  to  him  when 
their  spiritual  hungers  prompted  them  to 
neglect  physical  hungers.  We  must  have 
a  general  caring  for  the  whole  human 
family.” 

The  alarming  decline  of  membership 
in  the  U.M.  ethnic  minority  churches  can 
be  reversed,  the  bishop  declared.  But  it 
will  take  “financial  support,  imagina¬ 
tion,  inter-board  cooperation,  juris¬ 
dictional  programs  and  annual  confer¬ 
ence  initiatives.”  And  the  church  is  now 
at  the  “crucial  point  of  decision.” 

Criminal  justice  urgent  issue 

Listing  criifiinal  justice  as  an  mrgent 
issue,  Bishop  Thomas  said  “to  speak 
about  crime  at  all  is  to  come  face  to  face 
with  social  breakdown.”  He  proposed  an 
effort  to  reach  the  persons  “behind  the 
statistics:  the  victims,  prisoners,  judges, 
juries  and  the  society  out  of  which  crime 
grows  and  on  which  it  preys.” 

First,  the  church  must  respond  to  the 
call  “to  proclaim  and  demonstrate 
Christ’s  caring  love  for  the  prisoner.” 
Second,  the  General  Conference  should 
“empower  the  varied  ministries  of  the 
church  to  deal  directly  with  the  condition 
out  of  which  crime  grows.”  Third,  the 
church  at  large  must  study  the  issues  so 
Christians  may  “know  and  act  to  change 
the  serious  inequities  in  criminal 
justice.” 
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GENERAL  CONFERENCE  SITE  —  Portland’s  Memorial 
;  Coliseum  is  the  scene  of  the  1976  General  Conference.  In 
:  addition  to  plenary  sessions,  the  Coliseum  contains  all  10 

At  General  Conference 


legislative  committees,  food  services,  news  facilities,  offices  > 
and  the  book  store  under  one  roof. 
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First-timer  says  system  works 


Norma  Larson 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

SOUTH  ST.  PAUL, 

Minn.  —  A  brand- 
new  delegate  to 
General  Conference 
doesn’t  exactly  “en¬ 
joy”  the  experi¬ 
ence.  The  word  is 
too  simple,  the  ex¬ 
perience  too  com¬ 
plex,  says  one  who 
should  know. 

“What’s  to  enjoy? 

We’re  here  to 
work,”  first-time 
Minnesota  dele¬ 
gate  Norma  Larson  recalls  telling 
someone  at  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Atlanta. 

Enjoyment,  it  would  appear,  comes 
after  the  fact.  From  challenges  met. 
Frustrations  overcome  —  or  at  least 
accepted.  Confusion  and  timidity 
worked  through.  High  moments 
remembered. 

And  ultimately,  for  Norma  Larson 
and  no  doubt  others,  it  comes  from  an 
enduring  belief  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  way  of  making  decisions:  “I 
wouldn’t  give  up  this  way  for  anything. 
There’s  no  other  way  I’d  choose.” 

Like  other  experienced  delegates  to 
the  denomination’s  highest  legislative 
assembly,  Ms.  Larson  is  better 
prepared  for  the  current  conference  in 
Portland  than  she  was  her  first  time 
around.  “Greenhorns”  are  no  doubt 
turning  to  her  this  week,  as  she  turned 
to  others  in  1972,  to  get  a  handle  on  an 
experience  unlike  almost  any  other. 
“You  simply  have  to  draw  on  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  those  who  have  been  there,” 
she  remembered  last  week. 

Looking  back  at  1972 

Reminiscing  for  TM/  UMR  about  the 
’72  Conference  as  she  looked  ahead  to 
the  ’76  one,  the  former  Minnesota 
Conference  president  of  United 
Methodist  Women  admitted  surprises 
that  no  amount  of  homework  had 
prepared  her  for: 

•  Political  strategy  —  “so  much  of  it 

—  yet  we  use  it  in  our  government  and 
even  in  our  families,  after  all”; 

•  Stacks  of  reading  matter  to  digest, 
including  hundreds  of  petitions 
delegates  had  not  previously  seen; 

•  Personal  timidity  to  be  overcome 

—  “and  I  am  not  known  as  a  shy  per¬ 
son!” 

•  The  number  of  meaty  issues  to  be 
dealt  with  other  than  those  con¬ 
troversial  few  which  everybody  had 
been  talking  about,  like  homosexuality 
and  abortion. 

Even  the  fatigue  which  followed  long 
days  of  meetings  and  long  nights  of 


research  was  a  delayed  reaction  and 
something  of  a  surprise,  she  says,  “I 
didn’t  realize  how  tired  I  was  until  I  got 
home.  My  eyes  were  puffy  and  I  spent 
the  next  three  days  in  another  world. 
There  was  a  let-down  in  emotions  and  a 
reaction  to  trying  to  stay  alert  all  the 
time.” 

For  984  voting  delegates  to  General 
Conference,  work  doesn’t  begin  with 
the  opening  session.  The  Minnesota 
delegation  began  meeting  soon  after  its 
election  at  the  previous  annual  con¬ 
ference,  Ms.  Larson  said.  Then  came 
the  deluge  of  mail:  hundreds  of  in¬ 
dividual  mailings  —  general  board 
reports,  petitions  and  “lobbying” 
mailers. 

(This  year’s  General  Conference 
workbook,  which  pulls  together  reports 
from  the  denomination’s  program 
agencies  and  special  study  com¬ 
missions  is,  she  says,  “a  fabulous 
improvement”  over  1972’s  mountain  of 
separate  mailings.) 

Fortunately,  as  an  alternate  delegate 
to  the  1972  Conference,  she  had 
received  most  of  the  pre-conference 
material.  A  few  weeks  before  the 
opening  session,  a  Minnesota  delegate 
became  unable  to  attend  and  Ms. 
Larson  learned  she’d  be  seated. 
Women’s  issue  launched 

The  event  itself  began  for  her  with  a 
women’s  caucus  which  launched  “an 
exciting  dimension  of  the  entire  con¬ 
ference:  the  whole  women’s  issue.” 

The  conference  moved  rapidly  to 
legislative  committee  sessions  which 
for  nearly  a  week  studied,  debated  and 
voted  to  concur  or  not  concur  with 
petitions  going  to  the  whole  conference. 
Each  General  Conference  delegate 
serves  on  one  of  ten  legislative  com¬ 
mittees. 

Politics  enters 

Ms.  Larson  was,  she  says,  totally 
unprepared  for  the  way  those  com¬ 
mittees  function.  “Even  the  choosing  of 
committee  officers  is  political.  They 
have  great  influence  and  great  control 
over  the  agenda,  of  course.” 

Committee  people  are  not  unbiased, 
she  learned.  Many  choose  to  serve  on 
committees  where  they  have  special 
interests.  “So  you  must  not  be  timid  in 
committee  sessions.  You  must  know 
what  you’re  talking  about  and  be 
prepared,  but  then  speak  up.  After  a 
few  days,  you  do.  You  can’t  help  it!” 

In  plenary  sessions,  she  recalls,  with 
legislation  coming  thick  and  fast  to  the 
floor,  delegates  need  alert  minds  and 
plenty  of  sharp  pencils.  “Don’t  put 
anything  in  ink  until  it  has  been  finally 
voted  on!” 

It  helps  to  have  had  parliamentary 


experience.  But  even  then,  if  the 
legislation  isn’t  entirely  familiar, 
“you’re  likely  to  get  confused  as  you 
work  back  and  forth  between  petitions 
and  amendments.” 

It  also  helps,  she  told  TM/  UMR,  if 
your  delegation  has  drawn  seats  near 
the  front  of  the  vast  assembly  hall. 
Minnesota  drew  a  back -row  slot  in  1972 
—  “and  again  in  1976,  would  you 
believe?”  It  was  a  real  feat,  she  says,  to 
be  recognized  back  there  and  to  get  to  a 
microphone,  Delegates  were  finally 
given  colored  cards  to  wave  “and 
somebody  suggested  we  wear  bright- 
colored  clothing  so  the  chair  could  see 
us!” 

How  delegates  vote 

Do  delegates  tend  to  represent  their 
constituency  or  vote  their  consciences? 
Ms.  Larson  sees  it  this  way:  “As  one  of 
seven  lay  delegates  from  Minnesota,  I 
felt  a  keen  responsibility  to  represent 
people.  If  I  got  no  input,  I  had  no  choice 
but  to  vote  my  own  convictions.  With 
input,  I  really  dug  into  other  points  of 
view,  was  certainly  influenced,  and 
could  well  change  my  views.” 

A  high  moment  came  for  her,  she 
said,  when  the  Social  Principles  were 
passed  “nearly  the  way  they  were 
prepared,  in  spite  of  all  the  emotion  and 
controversy.”  Another  high  moment: 
approval  of  the  1972  doctrinal 
statement  after  “Georgia  Harkness 
and  Albert  Outler  spoke  so  eloquently. 
The  statement  became  a  real  issue  in 
what  it  said  to  both  liberals  and  con¬ 
servatives.” 

Memories  of  a  General  Conference 
come  in  all  shapes  and  sizes,  of  course. 
For  Norma  Larson,  they  have  to  in¬ 
clude  foot  blisters  and  trying  to  find 
time  to  doctor  them;  and  the  joy  of  a 
free  Sunday  to  break  the  tension,  sleep 
later,  worship  and  tour  instead  of  sit¬ 
ting  all  day. 

Questions  linger 

But  they  also  include  big  questions, 
some  _  still"  unresolved.  How 
representative  is  General  Conference? 
“Hard  to  say.  So  much  legislation  and 
so  much  of  the  thinking  comes  from  the 
general  boards,  not  from  the  grass 
roots.” 

Not  everyone  went  home  happy  with 
what  had  been  done,  she  admitted. 
“Yet  when  it  was  all  over,  we  had 
witnessed  as  a  church,  made  decisions 
by  majority,  using  a  process  all  had 
agreed  on.  Most  of  us  left  reconciled  — 
either  to  live  with  the  decisions  or  do 
what  we  could  to  change  them  next 
time.” 

When  all  is  said  and  done,  she  con¬ 
cluded  “I  don’t  know  of  a  denomination 
that  deals  with  its  concerns  any  bet¬ 
ter.” 


Public  morality  needs  firm  base, 
senator  tells  U.M.  church  leaders 


Bicentennial  notes: 


Some  of  same  issues  present  after  100  years 


people  who  have  not  broken  the  law  but 
merely  disagreed  with  the  government. 

“Morality  has  little  to  do  with  our 
foreign  policy,”  he  continued  sadly,  “and 
this  is  the  core  of  the  controversy  about 
covert  action.”  He  said  he  has  serious 
doubts  about  any  nation  anywhere  that 
insists  on  its  right  to  interfere  in  the  lives 
of  other  nations  for  its  own  selfish  pur¬ 
poses.  He  does  not  question  the  values  in 
intelligence  operations,  but  he  distrusts 
covert  intervention  in  the  affairs  of 
others  when  it  takes  the  form  of  black¬ 
mail,  abduction,  conspiracy  to  murder. 

Sen.  Church,  who  has  doggedly  pur¬ 
sued  his  investigations  of  covert  ac¬ 
tivities,  frowns  upon  any  compromise 
that  would  bring  the  United  States  down 
to  the  level  of  its  enemies  who  engage  in 
such  activities. 

“What  have  we  gained  by  the  policy  of 
intervention?”  he  asks.  "What  have  we 
gained  in  comparison  with  what  we  have 
lost?  We  have  lost  —  or  may  lose  —  the 
good  name  of  the  United  States  and  the 
ability  to  exercise  moral  leadership. 

“I  lay  the  blame  on  the  fantasy  that  we 
can  control  other  countries.  It  is  the 
illusion  of  American  omnipotence,”  he 
concluded.  “We  must  act  on  faith,  —  not 
fear.” 

NOW  IN  PAPERBACK" 


PORTLAND,  ORE.  (UMC)  —  Though 
history  may  not  repeat  itself,  it  is 
presenting  United  Methodist  leaders 
today  with  some  of  the  same  questions 
their  forebears  considered  a  century  ago. 

As  the  church’s  top  legislative  body 
meets  here  this  week,  issues  of  1876 
which  have  a  familiar  ring,  although 
their  dimensions  differ,  include  race,  lay 
representation  and  participation, 
church-related  colleges,  church  union  or 
reunion  and  missions. 

Race.  This  basic  human  issue  hasn't 
disappeared  in  the  last  100  years,  and 
unless  something  drastic  happens,  racial 
justice  and  “the  inclusive  church”  are 
likely  to  be  around  as  concerns  for  many 
General  Conferences  to  come. 

In  1976  the  issue  surfaces  sharply  in 
objectives  related  to  enabling  ethnic 
minority  congregations  through 
provision  of  pastoral  and  other  leader¬ 
ship  and  strengthening  evangelistic  and 
other  ministries. 

A  century  ago  Methodist  Protestants 
alluded  to  the  race  issue  in  their 
negotiations  for  reunion.  (The  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  “northern 
Methodists,”  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  were  sundered 
over  the  slavery  issue  in  1844. )  A  forward 
step  was  the  dropping  of  the  word 
“white”  as  a  membership  limitation  in 
the  reunited  church. 

In  their  Centennial  Address  to  the  1876 
General  Conference,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  bishops  noted  “our  .  .  .  faith  in 
the  self-evident  truths  of  the  great 
declaration  (of  independence),  and  their 
recent  stupendous  reassertation  in  the 
emancipation  and  enfranchisement  of  a 
servile  population  .  .  .,”  and  said  the 
"human  spirit  of  Christianity”  had  been 
exemplified  by,  among  other  things,  “the 
overthrow  of  slavery."  However,  as 
evidence  of  the  distance  yet  to  go  in  the 
area  of  race,  the  bishops  referred  to 
Native  Americans  as  "the  savage.” 

Lay  representation  and  participation. 
A  century  ago  this  agenda  item  focused 
on  the  rights  of  participation  by  laity  in 
the  councils  of  the  church. 


In  the'  United  Brethren  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  1873,  delegates  voted  over¬ 
whelmingly  for  ecclesiastical  power  to  be 
vested  in  a  General  Conference  con¬ 
sisting  of  ministers  and  laymen  elected 
in  every  annual  conference  —  prompting 
one  UB  historian  to  write  that  “for  the 
first  time,  lay  representation  on  its  own 
merits  seemed  to  have  the  majority 
sentiment  in  its  favor  ...”  But  the  1873 
conclave  couldn’t  muster  enough  votes  to 
admit  lay  delegates  to  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  The  next  (1877)  session  voted  to 
let  the  laity  in. 

Increasing  the  possibilities  for  par¬ 
ticipation  by  laywomen  and  ethnic 
minorities  is  the  1976  focus  on  the  issue. 
Legislation  that  would  make  permanent 
a  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  asks  that  at  least  half  of  the 
members  of  the  local  church  trustees  be 
women  and  continuance  of  “quotas”  is 
being  proposed. 

Church-related  colleges.  In  1976,  amid 
many  questions  about  church  colleges, 
and  with  a  few  colleges  on  shaky 
financial  footing,  the  church  has  at  work 
a  blue-ribbon  National  Commission  on 
United  Methodist  Higher  Education, 
mandated  to  come  up  with  a  design  for 
the  future. 

Look  back  a  century  and  see  our 
forebears  concerned  about  Christian 
higher  education.  The  1872  Methodist 
Episcopal  General  Conference 
challenged  annual  conferences  to  raise 
funds  for  educational  purposes  as  part  of 
the  Centennial  observance,  and  the  ’76 
General  Conference  said:  “let  the 
aggregate  swell  to  millions  of  dollars.  Let 
all  our  institutions  feel  the  mighty  im¬ 
pulse  .  .  .” 

Missions.  The  1875  Evangelical 
General  Conference  recorded  as  one  of 
its  major  achievements  the  decision  to 
send  missionaries  to  the  Orient, 
specifically  to  Japan. 

A  report  to  the  1873  United  Brethren 
General  Conference  told  of  formation  of 
four  new  mission  conferences  in  the 
previous  quadrennium. 


Approval  for  organizing  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  Norway  and  Sweden  —  the 
fruit  of  missionary  labors  —  was  given  by 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
Southern  Methodist  General  Conference 
placed  most  home  mission  work  under 
direction  of  the  annual  conferences, 
freeing  the  central  mission  agency  to 
concentrate  on  overseas  work.  Also  in 
1874  the  church’s  German  work  in  the  US 
was  organized  into  an  annual  conference. 

A  priority  for  more  than  150  years, 
missions  topics  which  may  be  debated  at 
the  1976  session  include  the  number  of 
missionaries,  theology  of  mission, 
Mission  USA  and  world  hunger  as  a  part 
of  world  mission. 

Church  Union,  or  Reunion.  This  was  a 
dominating  issue  for  the  three  Methodist 
predecessor  denominations  in  1876.  Both 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
named  boards  of  commissioners  which 
met  in  August  of  1876  to  begin  what  some 
historians  have  called  “the  thaw  in  that 
long  wintry  night”  of  division,  caused  by 
the  slavery  issue.  But  the  reunion  was  not 
consummated  until  1939. 

Meanwhile,  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  though  much  smaller,  had 
suffered  its  own  split  over  slavery  in  1858. 
At  the  1874  General  Conference, 
Methodist  Protestants  moved  toward 
reunion  and  in  1877  both  branches  met  for 
the  reunion. 

Church  union  discussion  in  1976  is  in 
quite  a  different  context.  The  General 
Conference  will  be  asked  to  vote  on 
several  issues  related  to  the  9- 
denomination  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU).  Also  in  the  picture  is  a 
reunion  question:  the  special  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  Task  Force  is 


asking  consideration  of  steps  looking 
eventually  toward  “effective,  inclusive” 
merger  with  the  three  black  Methodist 
denominations:  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal. 

Let’s  be  clear,  however,  that  there  are 
agenda  items  for  the  Portland  meeting 
that  United  Methodism’s  predecessor 
denominations  didn’t  consider  100  years 
ago:  Human  sexuality,  including 
homosexuality ;  world  hunger ;  decline  in 
membership;  health  caxe  and  con¬ 
temporary  public  sector  issues  such  as 
abortion,  concerns  of  elderly  persons, 
and  negotiation  of  a  new  Panama  Canal 
treaty. 

Also,  it  can  be  surmised  some  1876 
issues  will  not  be  at  the  1976  meeting 


Grand  Tour  Of  Russia 

Aug.  8-28^ 

WITH  A  MINISTER  who  speaks  Russian.  ! 
Best  hotels,  all  meals,  excursions.  • 
Itinerary:  Moscow-Leningrad-Volgograd 
Sochi-Tbillsi-Kiev-Moscow.  $1625.  Write:,  ■ 
Dr.  Gregory  I.  Yasinitsky,  1594  -  33rd  Ave.,  ! 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  94122. 


Harry  Brown's 
Stained  Glass  Studio 

Windows,  design,  manufac¬ 
turing,  repair 

2411  Blanco  Rd.  (512)734-2853 

San  Antonio.  Texas  78212 


D. 


urquoiAe  and  Silver  C^roAA 

$14.95  Postpaid 

This  attractive  cross  is  handmade  by  Navajo 
Indian  silversmiths  of  Western  New  Mexico 
and  set  with  a  genuine  turquoise  stone.  The 
actual  size  is  approximately  2 1-4x1  3-4  inches, 
though,  as  with  all  handmade  items,  some 
variation  will  occur.  They  are  available  by 
mail  from  El  Gringo  Galleries,  Taos,  N.M, 
87571.  Send  check  or  money  order. 
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UMC  leader  speaks  out 
on  food  stamp  issues 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Some  top 
religious  leaders  —  including  the  chief 
executive  of  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
major  program  agencies  —  continued 
last  week  to  speak  out  vigorously  against 
government  moves  to  reduce  the  federal 
;food  stamp  program. 

;  Following  passage  April  8  of  a  Senate 
bill  which  would  cut  an  estimated  lVfe- 
; million  persons  from  the  program,  the 
;Inter-Religious  Task  force  ( of  which  the 
; United  Methodist  Church  is  a  key 
[member)  is  pressing  for  changes  in  a 
[similar  bill  in  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives.  The  bill  is  slated  to  reach  the 
House  agricultural  committee  by  mid- 
May. 

“The  Senate  bill  is  not  good  and  it  looks 
as  if  the  House  bill  will  be  less  good," 
said  Dr.  Dudley  Ward,  general  secretary 
■of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  here. 
;Dr.  Ward  joined  17  other  religious 
leaders  in  a  statement  to  the  U.S.  Senate 
March  29  affirming  that  “strong,  ef¬ 
ficient  and  comprehensive  federal  food 
programs  are  essential  to  deal  ef¬ 
fectively  with  hunger”  in  the  U.S. 

Dr.  Ward  told  TM/  UMR  that  while 
“some  good  came  from  the  compromise 
Senate  bill”  —  such  as  better  provisions 
for  the  handicapped,  elderly  and  very 
poor  —  he  did  not  favor  cutting  lVfe- 
million  “slightly  less  poor”  persons  from 


eligibility  for  the  food  stamp  program. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
long  history  of  providing  support  for  the 
hungry  and  poor,"  he  said.  “Of  course  we 
believe  in  reviewing  the  program  and  in 
making  it  efficient.  But  we  also  believe 
the  legitimate  needs  of  people  must  be 
met." 

Since  August,  1975,  when  President 
Ford  urged  Congress  to  tighten  eligibility 
requirements  and  called  the  11-year-old 
effort  “another  massive  multi -billion- 
dollar  program,  almost  uncontrolled  and 
fully  supported  by  federal  taxpayers," 
reaction  from  religious  sources  has  been 
building. 

A  background  report  issued  by  the 
American  Friends  (Quaker)  Service 
committee  charged  that  “much  serious 
misinformation"  about  food  stamps  is 
being  widely  quoted  around  the  country, 
among  them  claims  that  nine  million 
people  using  food  stamps  are  ineligible, 
that  millions  of  Americans  are  getting  $6 
billion  in  “free  food,”  and  that  the 
program  is  “wildly  out  of  control," 
having  increased  by  47,000  per  cent  since 
1962. 

The  report  said  that  investigations  of 
the  food  stamp  program  by  the  U.S. 
Agriculture  Department  and  Congres¬ 
sional  committees  point  up  adminis¬ 
trative  inefficiency  and  error  rather  than 
misuse  of  the  program  by  the  poor. 


Inviting  President  Ford 
to  speak  is  controversial 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  DC.  —  United 
Methodists  and  Southern  Baptists  appear 
to  have  one  thing  in  common.  Both  have 
tiissention  in  their  ranks  about  the 
wisdom  of  inviting  President  Gerald 
Ford  to  speak. 

Seventeen  faculty  members  of  United 
Methodist  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
here  are  protesting  the  possible  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  President  at  the 
Bicentennial  rally  concluding  the  1976 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference  June  4. 

“The  invitation  is  unfortunate  for  two 
reasons,"  they  said  in  an  open  letter  to 
the  “Circuit  Rider”  (Baltimore  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.) 

First,  it  would  give  the  appearance  of 
providing  “a  statewide  platform  for  a 
partisan  candidate”  in  a  state  where  the 
presidential  campaign  is  expected  to  be 
closely  contested.  And,  second,  “in  the 
Bicentennial  year  the  church  ought  to  be 
eVen  more  sensitive  to  the  uncritical 
identification  of  the  church  with  national 


goals  and  policies." 

The  professors  said  “we  are  sorry  the 
invitation  was  made  without  wider 
discussion  in  the  annual  conference”  and 
urged  that  it  be  withdrawn. 

James  K.  Matthews,  bishop  of  the 
Baltimore  Area,  stated  the  occasion  is 
not  intended  as  an  opportunity  for 
President  Ford  to  give  a  political  ad¬ 
dress.  He  called  the  President  “a  sincere 
Christian  practicing  his  faith  according 
to  his  light.” 

Robert  J.  Hastings,  a  Southern  Baptist 
editor,  urged  earlier  this  month  in  a 
letter  to  the  program  chairman  for  the 
denomination’s  1976  convention  that  their 
invitation  to  President  Ford  be  with¬ 
drawn.  He  contended  that  not  only  would 
it  give  the  President  free  publicity  but 
would  be  unfair  to  Democratic  candidate 
Jimmy  Carter,  a  Southern  Baptist 
layman. 

The  program  committee  unanimously 
reaffirmed  the  invitation  to  the  President 
and  Mr.  Hastings  said  he  will  not  pursue 
the  matter  further. 


Classified 

Rale:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $10 
Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1.00  per  In¬ 
sertion.  | 

MINISTER  -  MISSIONARY  WITH  FINANCE 
BACKGROUND  handling  $2  million  budget 
available  for  Institutional  Job  In  U.S.  In  June- 
July.  Write  620  South  Park  Lane.  Altus. 
Oklahoma  73521. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  staff  person  for 
Director  of  Education-Youth  Work,  along  with 
children  and  youth  choirs.  Send  resume  to  1st 
UMC.  Box  747.  Memphis.  Tex.  79345. 

TAKE  A  THREE  WEEK  CAREFREE  TOUR 
of  eight  countries  of  Europe.  Ideal  for  people 
alone.  September  thirteenth.  Brochure.  From 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education  needed:  Qualified  person  may 

Friars  Road.  San  Diego.  CA  92108. 

apply  to  Dr.  Doyle  Riley.  Ysleta  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  17440.  El  Paso.  Texas 

79917. 

INVITING  YOU:  Methodist  Fellowship 
Pilgrimage  touring  British  Isles  Including 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  —  ChrlsUan 
education  position  open.  Seminole  United 
Methodist  Church.  5400  Seminole  Blvd.. 

ducted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Lamb.  6215 
Quince.  Memphis.  Tenn.  Telephone:  (901)  682- 
7161. 

WANTED:  Youth  Minister  and  Minister  of 
Music  for  all  choirs.  Combination  position. 
Located  In  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  the  world 

needed.  Host  a  tour  and  earn  your  tour 
anywhere  In  the  world.  World  Missions  Tours, 

1  Box  660515.  Miami  Springs.  Fla.  33166. 

Contact:  Rev.  J.  R.  Crook  Jr..  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  388  First  Ave.  S..  Naples. 

Fla.  33940.  (813)  262-1033. 

COLORADO  CAMPING:  Situated  25  miles 
west  of  Colorado  Springs  In  the  Rockies. 
Templed  Hills  Church  Camp  offers  rustic 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist. 
Fully-accredited.  Co-educatlonal  two-year. 
University-parallel.  Dedicated  faculty. 
Financial  assistance.  Maximum  enrollment: 

and  a  touring  base  for  the  Pikes  Peak  area. 
Kitchen,  dining  hall  and  tent  cabins  to  ac¬ 
commodate  100.  Write:  Robert  Ramey.  6395 
Altman  Dr.,  Colorado  Springs.  Colo  80918  | 

300  students.  Strong  Developmental  Program. 
Music  Honors  In  International  competition. 
Direct  transfer  programs.  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
(Honorary  Society)  chapter  among  top  ten  In 

FOR  SALE:  Complete  23  Volume  set  "Pulpit 
Commentary"  and  32  Volume  set  "Preacher’s 
Homiletic  Commentary"  Write:  Ken  Brun. 

P.O.  Box  362.  Lee’s  Summit.  Mo.  64063. 

Georgia  31740.  913-733-2171 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God 

VACATION  HOME  EXCHANGE  or 
retirement  home  exchange  for  United 
Methodists  by  a  United  Methodist.  For  In- 

cents;  stickers.  "God  Loves  You,"  3  cents; 
plus  postage.  Crosses.  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas 
75221. 

Bradenton.  Fla.  33507 

PLANNING  FOR  PRIORITIES  Add  a 

i  PIPE  ORGAN  CONSULTANT:  Richard  M. 

Geddes.  R.F.D.  No.  1A.  Wlnsted.  Connecticut 
06098.  Qualifications  and  fee  sent  on  request  of 
church  official  using  church  stationery. 

adding  a  staff  member.  Particularly  good  for 
pastors  with  more  than  one  church.  For  free 
literature  write  to:  Self  Image  Associates.  Box 

421.  Homestead.  Pa.  15120.  \ 

LEISURELY  RETIRE  In  multi  story  old 
world  atmosphere.  Restaurant,  game  rooms, 
shopping  area  and  churches.  Rooms- 
effldency-sultes.  2  N.  4th.  Temple.  Texas  754- 
!  1771  or  778-1931. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of 
Education  and  Music  Ministries  with  abilities 
to  direct  complete  education  and  music 
!  program.  Send  resume:  Minister.  Lambuth 

Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  160 

Youth  and  Staff.  Degree.  High  Honors.  Con¬ 
tact:  Karen  Prusack.  549  Hite  Rd..  Cheswlck, 

Pa.  15034. 

STAFF  PERSON  IN  education  and  music. 
Salary  open.  Forest  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church.  4807  Princeton  Dr.,  Mobile.  Ala.  36618. 

DORMITORY  SUPERVISOR  HOUSEPA- 
RENT.  At  Presbyterian-related  Junior  college. 
Begin  Aug.  '76.  Salary:  $400  per  mo.  fcr  9 
mas.;  furnished  apartment  and  meals  In 
college  dining  room  provided.  Vacations  at 
Thanksgiving.  Christmas,  and  during  spring 

SUNCOAST  FLORIDA  CHURCH  needs  retired 
minister  for  visitation,  fully  furnished  par¬ 
sonage  with  paid  utilities  available.  Hours  and 
salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Suncoast. 

Box  1076.  Dallas.  TX  75221. 

j  break.  Contact:  Dean.  Lees  Junior  College. 

!  Jackson.  Kentucky  41339. 

WANTED:  Married  couples  no  children  for 

DORMITORY  SUPERVISOR  -  HOUSE- 
1  PARENT.  At  Presbyterian  related  junior 

college.  Begin  Aug.  ’76.  Salary:  $400  per  mo. 

development-psychology  $10,500  per  couple, 
fringe  benefits,  room-board  on  duty.  Wrlte-call 
305-666-4486  Ext.  29. 

college  dining  room  provided.  Vacations  at 
Thanksgiving.  Christmas,  and  during  spring 
break.  Contact:  Dean.  Lees  Junior  College. 
Jackson.  Kentucky  41339. 

DELUX  MOTOR  COACH  lours  with  ex¬ 
perienced  escorts,  prices  Include  everything 
except  noon  day  meals  -  no  tipping  -  no  hidden 
extras  -  full  refund  policy  -  Grand  Ole  Opry  - 

AUDITORIUM  TYPE  CHAIRS  For  Sale  664 
chairs,  excellent  condition,  priced  right. 
Contact:  Trinity  Baptist  Church.  4301  32nd  St.. 

Port  Arthur.  (713)  963-5731. 

July  23  departure.  4  days  $150,  California 
Circle  tour  -  2  departures  June  and  July.  15 
days  $525.  Eastern  Canada  -  Gaspe  Peninsula 

New  England.  June  25  departure,  also  Sep¬ 
tember  Foliage  departure.  19  days  $753. 

FOR  SALE:  Schober  Recital  organ,  like  new. 
Large  enough  for  almost  any  church.  Full 
specifications  available.  Price  negotiable.  713 

Hirst  Street.  Cheyenne.  Wy  83001.  (307)  638 

6211. 

Pacific  Northwest.  August  7  and  8  departure. 

22  days  $860.  New  England  fall  foliage.  Sep¬ 
tember  26.  13  days.  $545.  Write  for  brochure 
and  day  by  day  details:  Dan  Dlpert  Tour.  Box 

580.  Arlington.  Tex.  76010.  (817  )  265-2236. 

Stacks  oj  icork  for  delegates 

EUREKA,  Calif.  —  Despite  the  smiles  here,  General  Conference  Petitions 
Secretary  Rev.  Newell  Knudson  and  his  staff  completed  right  on  schedule  the 
serious  business  of  processing  some  15,000  petitions  from  United  Methodists  around 
the  nation.  This  week  in  Portland,  984  delegates  to  the  denomination's  highest 
legislative  assembly  are  seeing  the  petitions  through  committee  and  on  to  plenary 
sessions  for  a  final  vote. 

Pictured  left  to  right  are  petitions  work  crew  members  Jean  Olson,  Kay  Knudson. 
Newell  Knudson,  Edie  Fleming  and  Noreen  Marx. 

Private  universities 


declare  independence 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
presidents  of  four  universities  here,  three 
of  them  church-related,  have  declared 
their  “independence”  from  “govern¬ 
mental  interference”  and  say  they  will 
refuse  federal  funds  if  acceptance  brings 
“unwarranted  interference  in  university 
affairs.” 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Cleary,  acting  president 
of  United  Methodist-related  American 
University,  is  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
joint  statement  entitled  “A  1976 
Declaration  of  Independence”  — 
believed  to  be  the  first  such  by  private 
university  presidents  expressing  this 
concern. 

The  four  schools  and  their  presidents 
are:  Dr.  Clarence  C.  Walton,  Catholic 
University;  Father  Robert  J.  Henle,  S. 
J.,  Georgetown  University  (Jesuit- 
operated);  Dr.  Cleary,  American 
University;  and  Dr.  Lloyd  H.  Elliott, 
George  Washington  University  (private, 
non-sectarian). 

Dr.  Walton,  1976  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Washington 
Consortium  of  Universities  (comprising 
the  four  institutions),  said:  “We  are 
disturbed  both  by  government  in¬ 
terference  in  private  universities  and  by 
the  economic  pressures  facing  the 
private  sector.” 

The  presidents  go  on  to  state  that  as 
heads  of  universities  in  the  nation’s 
capital  “who  regularly  have  first-hand 
contacts  with  policy  makers  and 
regulators,”  they  “perceive  an  in¬ 
tensification  of  these  interventionist 
trends  and  therefore  are  compelled  to 
draw  public  attention  to  them.” 

In  their  thesis,  they  assert  three 
“propositions:” 

“Governmental  interference  is 
disrupting  higher  education  to  a  point 
where  institutional  autonomy  is  seriously 
threatened.” 

“Without  the  vigorous  exercise  of 
independence,  the  American  system  of 
higher  education  as  we  have  known  it  for 
centuries  will  certainly  collapse.” 

“Independence  in  the  public  sector  will 
no  longer  exist  if  independence  in  the 
private  sector,  traditionally  the  measure 


of  educational  practices  and  philoso¬ 
phies,  disappears.” 

The  presidents  cite  some  “recent 
trends  which  threaten  the  independence 
of  private  colleges  and  universities.” 
Among  them  are  “economic  pressures,” 
with  increasing  tuition  at  private  schools 
bringing  the  percentage  of  all  college  and 
university  students  enrolled  in  private 
institutions  down  from  50  percent  25 
years  ago  to  fewer  than  25  percent  now. 

But  “more  serious  than  dollar  costs  is 
the  danger  of  regulation  which  diverts 
creative  minds  from  the  tasks  of 
teaching,  research  and  reflection,”  the 
presidents  assert.  The  educators, 
representing  four  of  the  most  famed 
schools  in  the  U.S.,  then  stated  that  “the 
innovative  and  searching  analysis  ex¬ 
pected  of  colleges  by  society  suffers  in 
the  face  of  the  mounting  necessity  for 
dealing  with  the  myriad,  pedantic,  and 
sometimes  contradictory  requirements 
imposed  by  government  regulation.” 

On  the  matter  of  federal  funds,  the 
presidents  note  that  “federal  spending  is 
often  used  as  a  lever  to  move  colleges 
and  universities  toward  transitory  or 
unachievable  goals.  Institutional 
autonomy  in  academic  programs  is 
reduced,  and  diversity,  creativity  and 
reform  on  campuses  are  seriously 
threatened.” 

While  the  four  university  heads  find  as 
“distressing”  the  “intrusion  of  govern¬ 
ment  into  the  day-to-day  affairs  of 
colleges  and  universities,”  they  view  as 
“even  more  lamentable”  the  “loss  of 
public  confidence  in  —  and  un¬ 
derstanding  of  —  higher  education.” 

“College  is  frequently  viewed  by 
parents  and  students  as  a  way  station 
toward  business  and  professional  suc¬ 
cess,"  they  assert.  “While  it  is  partially 
that,  colleges  serve  wider  purposes. 
Higher  education  plays  its  most  profound 
role  not  simply  in  presenting  trained 
manpower  to  the  marketplace,  but  in 
assisting  the  nation  to  translate  past 
traditions  into  the  present  and  in  building 
a  solid  future  on  new  generations  who 
remain  committed  to  social  growth, 
moral  development,  and  progress  toward 
the  common  good.” 


the  church  today 


Film  on  United  Methodism 
wins  international  award 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  “The 
People  Called  Methodist,”  a  film 
focusing  on  the  life  of  the  church  in  five 
continents,  has  won  a  Golden  Eagle 
award  from  the  Council  on  International 
Nontheatrical  Events  (CINE). 

Produced  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  the  16mm  color  film  shows 
the  diversity  of  people  who  have  evolved 
from  a  common  Wesleyan  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  heritage. 

Formal  award  ceremonies  will  be  held 
in  Washington,  D.C.  this  November. 

Established  in  1957,  CINE  is  a  volun¬ 
tary,  nonprofit  organization  representing 
a  cross-section  of  nontheatrical  film  and 
television  leaders,  producers,  sponsors, 
distributors,  manufacturers,  users,  and 
associations. 

Center  for  Judaic  Studies 
established  with  UMC  help 

DENVER,  Colo.  (UMC)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  has  given  $10,000  of  a 
projected  $30,000  three-year  gift  to  the 
University  of  Denver  to  help  establish  a 
Center  for  Judaic  Studies. 

“The  Center  for  Judaic  Studies  creates 
a  context  within  which  the  Christian  and 
Jewish  communities  can  relate  to  each 
other  on  an  intellectual  and  cultural  basis 
to  further  explore  the  Judeo-Christian 
heritage  and  its  meaning,”  Bishop 
Melvin  Wheatley,  Denver,  said,  on 
presenting  the  gift  to  the  University  on 
behalf  of  the  Nashville-based  board. 

Chancellor  Maurice  Mitchell  ex¬ 
pressed  appreciation  for  the  gift  which  he 
said  recognizes  the  inextricable  nature  of 
Christianity  and  Judaism. 

The  Center  was  established  last  fall  to 
make  available  Judaic  academic 
resources  and  programs  for  its  own 
students,  and  those  at  other  educational 
institutions,  including  Christian 


seminaries,  and  to  enrich  the  cultural  life 
of  the  community  at  large. 

Dr.  Renee  Loeffler  appointed 

higher  education  commission 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Dr.  Renee 
Grace  Loeffler  has  been  appointed 
associate  director  of  the  National 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Higher 
Education,  a  project  which  is  seeking  to 
develop  a  master  plan  for  the 
denomination’s  involvement  in  higher 
education  for  the  remainder  of  this 
century. 

Dr.  Loeffler  succeeds  Dr.  John  W. 
Harris  who  left  the  Commission  staff  in 
February  to  join  the  Tennessee  Higher 
Education  Commission  staff.  She  has  her 
BA  degree  in  political  science  from 
Oberlin  College  and  her  Ph.D  in  political 
science  from  Cornell  University. 

Dr.  T.  Michael  Elliott  is  director  of  the 
Nashville-based  Commission  which  is 
directed  by  16  voting  members  from 
across  the  nation.  Chairman  of  the 
Commission  is  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  III, 
president  of  Drew  University,  Madison, 
N.J. 

Six  women  receive  Schisler 
Christian  education  awards 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Six  United 
Methodist  women  planning  careers  in 
local  church  Christian  Education  have 
received  John  Q.  Schisler  Awards 
totalling  $10,000  for  the  1976-77  academic 
year. 

The  awards  are  made  possible  from 
offerings  received  in  local  churches  on 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  in  June 
and  are  given  in  honor  of  the  late  Dr. 
John  Q.  Schisler,  head  of  the  former 
Methodist  Board  of  Education’s  Division 
of  the  Local  Church  from  1939  until  1955. 

Receiving  the  1976-77  awards  are: 
Janice  S.  Heseman,  Evansville,  Ind.; 
Loretta  J.  Helms,  Donalsonville,  Ga.; 
Linda  O.  Nelms,  Coral  Gables,  Fla.; 
Mary  Jane  Pierce,  Batesville,  Ark.;  the 
Rev.  Amy  E.  Shaw,  Strongsville,  Ohio; 
and  Becky  S.  Veal,  Cairo,  Ga. 


Refugee  adoption:  Is 


it  a  good  alternative  ? 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  American  adoption  of 
refugee  children  during  times  of  natural 
disaster  and  war  in  other  countries  has 
been  a  long-practiced  method  of  aiding 
“the  homeless”  around  the  world. 

In  the  wake  of  the  fall  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  South  Vietnam  last  year, 
however,  questions  have  been  raised 
about  how  many  such  adoptions  are 
cases  of  “rescuing  orphans”  and  how 
many  are  well  intentioned  victimizations 
of  foreign  children. 

Top  national  officials  involved  in 
United  Methodist  efforts  to  aid  refugees 
of  such  disasters  say  in  regards  to  the 
“Vietnam  babylift”  in  particular  that 
many  adoptions  were  not  only  un¬ 
necessary  but  were  a  disservice  to  the 
children. 

"The  situation  at  such  a  time  as  war 
always  complicates  our  decision  making, 
but  in  general,  adoption  is  not  a  good 
method  of  aiding  children  in  other 
countries,”  said  Ms.  June  Shimokawa, 
executive  secretary  in  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
here.  Ms.  Shimokawa,  who  recently 
served  on  a  board  task  force  which  has 
drawn  up  guidelines  for  future  care  of 
children  during  wars  and  other  disasters, 
said  American  adoption  of  foreign  chil¬ 
is  rarely  the  best  way  to  give  aid.  She 
said  many  other  aid  methods  need  to  be 
considered  first,  but  in  many  situations 
in  Vietnam  they  were  not. 

One  result,  Ms.  Shimokawa  said,  is 
that  some  Vietnamese  children  who  are 
not  actually  orphans  have  been  flown  to 
the  United  States  and  adopted.  Another  is 
that  many  children  who  could  have  been 
resettled  in  their  own  country  —whether 
actual  orphans  or  not  —  have  been  denied 
that  opportunity  and  instead  trans¬ 
planted  in  a  foreign  country  and  culture. 

In  response  to  that  situation,  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Division  and  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  have 
jointly  adopted  eight  guidelines  they 
recommend  be  applied  to  refugee 
children  in  the  future: 

1.  The  child’s  needs  should  be  viewed 
apart  from  political  ideologies. 

2.  The  basic  unit  to  be  considered  when 
giving  aid  should  be  the  family. 


whenever  possible. 

3.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  in¬ 
sure  family  stability. 

4.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  allow 
the  child  to  stay  in  his  own  culture  and 
if  possible  in  his  own  family  unit  (either 
immediate  or  extended  family). 

5.  Institutional  care  for  homeless 
children  should  be  considered  temporary 
and  efforts  made  to  reunite  the  children 
with  their  families.  Long  term  in¬ 
stitutional  care  should  be  considered  only 
after  all  other  avenues  have  been 
exhausted. 

6.  Instead  of  following  the  practice  of 
moving  children  to  other  countries  for 
medical  treatment,  local  medical 
facilities  should  be  upgraded  and  used 
when  possible.  Only  in  extreme  cases 
should  children  be  moved  out  of  the 
country  for  treatment  “in  light  of  the 
grave  danger  of  psychological  and 
sociological  damage  to  the  child  and  the 
family.” 

7.  Adoption  of  children  by  persons  in 
other  countries  should  not  be  considered 
a  valid  option,  except  in  cases  when  the 
very  existence  of  the  children  is  the 
result  of  the  “social  abnormalities  of 
war”  (rape,  prostitution,  etc.),  and  is 
perceived  by  the  family  or  culture  as  an 
embarrassment. 

8.  If  the  situation  in  the  country  makes 
it  necessary  to  remove  children  for  their 
own  safety,  the  move  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  temporary  and  should  be  made  to 
a  neutral  country  with  the  right  to  return 
to  their  native  land  guaranteed. 

In  a  document  supporting  the 
guidelines,  members  of  the  task  force  on 
post-cease-fire  Indochina  said  adoption 
of  foreign  children  is  tempting  for 
Americans  because  of  the  shortage  here 
of  children  available  for  adoption,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  desire  to  be  benevolent  and 
the  frustration  of  only  sending  general 
kinds  of  aid. 

“Picking  one  child  out  of  the  disaster 
area  and  seeing  that  one  child,  is 
psychologically  much  more  gratifying  to 
the  donor,”  the  report  says.  The  report 
concludes,  however,  that  "inter-country 
adoption  is  basically  beneficial  only  to 
the  adopting  family  which  receives  a 
wanted  child  and  can  experience  the 
immediate  results  of  their  benevolence.” 


British  Methodist  actions 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  Britain’s  Method¬ 
ists  edged  nearer  to  doctrinal  inde¬ 
pendence  from  parliament  when  a 
select  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
after  a  six-day  hearing,  ruled  in  favor  of 
the  Methodist  Church  Bill. 

The  measure  still  must  receive  the 
formal  approval  of  the  Lords  and  then  go 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  where  there 
are  more  members  and  a  lot  of 
Methodists,  but  observers  said  the 
passage  through  the  select  committee  of 
five  Lords  meant  the  chief  hurdle  had 
been  overcome. 

Gist  of  the  bill  has  already  been  ap¬ 
proved  overwhelmingly  by  two 
Methodist  Conferences,  and  if  the 
legislation  is  approved  it  would  repeal 
and  replace  the  Methodist  Church  Union 
Act  of  1929  with  its  insistence  on  the 
unalterability  of  Methodist  doctrinal 
standards. 

The  bill  now  before  Parliament  has,  in 
fact,  two  aims:  to  give  the  conference,  as 
the  supreme  legislative  body  of  the 
church,  power  to  amend  the  doctrinal 
standards  should  it  be  ever  thought 
proper  to  do  so;  and  secondly  to  vest  all 
its  properties  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 
Methodist  Church  Purposes. 
Challenge  policy  of  bank 
making  S.  African  loans 

LONDON  (RNS)  —  Methodists,  backed 
by  Anglicans  and  other  religious  bodies, 
claimed  a  “moral  victory”  here  when 
they  challenged  —  unsuccessfully  —  one 
of  Britain’s  biggest  banks  on  its  policy  of 
making  loans  to  the  apartheid  govern¬ 
ment  of  South  Africa  and  its  agencies. 

Observers  said  the  church-backed 
effort  had  done  amazingly  well  when 
shareholders  of  the  Midland  Bank,  one  of 
Britain’s  big  four  banking  institutions, 
voted  on  the  Methodist  resolution  at  the 
annual  meeting. 

Supporting  the  Methodists’  initiative 
were  the  Church  Commissioners,  who 
manage  the  Church  of  England's  assets, 
the  United  Reform  Church  and  a  number 
of  charities,  all  of  whom  have  shares  in 
Midland. 

View  on  abortion  charged 
with  being  ‘out  of  step’ 

LONDON  (RNS)  —  A  member  of 
Parliament  charged  the  British 
Methodist  Church  with  being  “out  of 
step”  with  other  major  churches  on 
abortion  when  its  representatives 
testified  before  a  House  of  Commons 
select  committee  which  is  studying 
proposals  to  “deliberalize”  the  1967 


Study/Travel  Seminar 
The  Holy  Lands-Israel  Jordan 

July  6-21,  1976 

An  in-depth  study  of  significant 
sites  in  the  Holy  Lands 
Led  by  : 

Dr.  J.  Maxwell  Miller, 
well  known  Emory 
Professor  of  Old  Testament, 
Author,  and  Archaeologist. 

Sponsored  by : 

The  Center  For  Continuing 
Education 

Candler  School  Of  Theology 
Emory  University 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30322 
404  377-2411  Ext.  7625 
Kennon  L.  Callahan,  Director 


Abortion  Act. 

The  Methodists  gave  testimony  after 
the  Church  of  England  (Anglican),  which 
said  abortion  should  only  be  done  in  a 
crisis,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
which  said  abortion  was  still  a  crime,  and 
the  Church  of  Scotland  (Presbyterian) 
which  rejected  abortion  on  request. 

The  chief  Methodist  representative 
was  the  Rev.  John  Atkinson,  general 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  Social 
Responsibility,  who  told  the  committee 
abortion  would  often  be  better  than 
burdening  the  family  with  another  child 
if  the  woman’s  economic  and  living 
conditions  were  such  that  she  found  it 
difficult  to  cope. 

“We  are  not  calling  for  abortion  on 
demand,”  he  said.  “We  would  like  to  see 
counselors  to  advise  women  who  are 
considering  an  abortion.” 

One  observer  said  the  select  committee 
was  “startled”  by  these  views  which 
members  saw  as  totally  opposed  to  the 
views  of  other  churches. 


First  U.  S. 
Printing 
in  100 
Years 


MEMOIRS 

o(the 

WESLEY 


Now  for  the  first  time  in 
more  than  100  years  the  com¬ 
plete  Memoirs  of  the  Wesley 
Family  by  Adam  Clarke  is 
being  reprinted  in  the  U.S. 

This  unabridged,  660  page 
edition  is  an  exact  reprint  of 
the  Second  American  Edition, 
containing  hundreds  of  per¬ 
sonal  letters  and  poems  written 
by  the  Wesleys-many  not  pub¬ 
lished  in  any  other  volume.  A 
must  for  every  Methodist  . .  . 
every  Christian. 


SAVE  20% 

Normally  14.95 

SALE  PRICE  11.95 


Order  your  copy  from: 
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VanHooser  Publications 
P.O.  Box  856  •  Taylors,  SC  29687 
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Dillard  University  receives 
historical  documents 


Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Sr.  and  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook  look  over  some  of  the  valuable 


Dillard  University’s  Will  W.  Alexander 
Library  is  now  a  depository  of  historic 
data  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  Ar¬ 
chives  Materials  of  the  denomination’s 
former  Conference  B . 

Records  of  conferences,  church 
histories,  early  journals  and  publications 
and  biographies  of  pioneers  in  The 
Methodist  Church  movement  were  ex¬ 
hibited  and  received  by  Dillard  at  a 
Dedication  Service  in  Lawless  Memorial 
Chapel  in  April,  presided  over  by  the 
Rev.  Alfred  P.  Norris,  Superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District. 

Dr.  W.  Talbot  Handy,  Sr.,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Archives  and  History 
of  the  former  Conference  B,  the  Black 
segment  of  The  Methodist  Church,  ar¬ 


ranged  and  spearheaded  the  transition 
and  depositing  of  the  materials,  which 
will  be  open  for  public  use  and  inspection 
in  the  library. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Area 
Bishop  and  a  member  of  Dillard’s  Board 
of  Trustees,  delivered  the  dedicatorial 
address.  Other  program  participants  in¬ 
cluded  Dillard’s  President  Samuel 
DuBois  Cook;  the  Rev.  Samuel  W. 
Walker,  Sr.,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Church, 
who  led  the  Litany  of  Dedication;  Dr. 
Max  R.  Butler,  pastor  of  Philip  Memorial 
Church;  and  soloist  Arthur  Robertson, 
accompanied  by  Osceika  A.  Blanchet. 

Among  the  journals  presented  by  Dr. 
Handy  were  the  minutes  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Mission,  1784  and  1865,  1867-1881;  the 


Parker  Memorial  unveils 
portrait  of  founder 


To  begin  the  celebration  of  Parker 
Memorial  Church’s  Centennial  year  in 
New  Orleans,  a  restored  portrait  of  the 
founder,  J.  D.  Parker,  was  unveiled  and 
presented  to  the  congregation  at  a  recent 
Sunday  worship  service. 

The  picture  shows,  from  left:  Jerry  A. 
Johnston,  Pastor;  M.  T.  Byrd,  Adminis¬ 


trative  Board  Chairman;  Stella  Beverun- 
gen,  Secretary  of  the  Centennial  Commit¬ 
tee;  Clema  Jordan,  Chairperson  of  the 
Centennial  Committee;  and  Robert 
Knight,  Publicity  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  original  portrait  was  given  by  the 
mother  of  Stella  Beverungen. 


First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
marks  150  years  of  service 


building  contractor  of  the  church.  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  pastor,  had  recorded 
telephone  interviews  with  some  of  the 
church’s  former  pastors,  and  he  played 
these. 

The  old  First  Church  was  at  the  corner 
of  Laurel  and  Fourth  Streets  in  Baton 
Rouge  for  more  than  100  years,  but  the 
congregation  outgrew  the  building,  and 
the  “new”  building  was  started  and 
completed  in  1926,  and  occupied  on  April 
4, 1926,  exactly  50  years  before  this  year’s 
celebration. 


historic  documents  presented  to  Dillard. 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  1893  to  1970, 
and  a  January  6,  1891  edition  of  The 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  which 
was  published  by  The  Methodist  Book 
Concern,  then  located  in  New  Orleans. 
The  paper  was  first  published  in  1880  and 
was  the  official  organ  until  Conference  B 
was  dissolved. 

Father  ofD.S. 

B.J.  Moreland 
dies  in  Homer 

B.  J.  Moreland,  father  of  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent  Byrl  J.  More¬ 
land,  Jr.,  died  in  Homer  on  April  26,  after 
a  long  illness.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  Homer  on  April  27,  with  the  Rev. 
Cleburne  Quaid  conducting  the  services. 
District  Superintendent  Kenneth  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  of  Lafayette,  represented  Bishop 
Crutchfield  and  the  Cabinet. 

In  addition  to  his  son,  Mr.  Moreland  is 
survived  by  a  daughter,  Miss  Betty 
Katherine  Moreland  of  Homer. 

Dr.  George  W. 
Pomeroy  passes 

Dr.  George  W.  (Billy)  Pomeroy, 
beloved  retired  minister  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  died  in  Lake  Charles  on 
April  22.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
Lake  Charles  on  April  26,  with  his 
nephew,  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  conducting. 
He  was  assisted  by  the  Revs.  Henry 
Blount  and  James  T.  Harris.  Interment 
and  services  were  held  in  Monroe  on  the 
same  afternoon. 

Surviving  Dr.  Pomeroy  are  his  widow, 
and  a  daughter  Pamela. 

Mrs.  Lucy  D.  Walker  dies 

Mrs.  Lucy  D.  Walker,  widow  of  the  late 
Rev.  Manasseh  Reese  Walker,  and 
mother  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Walker, 
Sr.,  Pastor  of  Mount  Zion  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  died  at  the  Lafon  Protestant 
Home  on  Good  Friday. 

A  Service  of  Worship  and  Thanksgiving 
for  her  life  was  held  at  Grace  Church  on 
April  20,  with  many  local  church  leaders 
participating.  Mrs.  Walker  had  been 
active  all  of  her  life  in  church  and 
community  life. 

In  addition  to  her  son,  she  is  survived, 
also,  by  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Ara  M.  Tooley 
Parker,  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  five 
grandchildren,  and  a  host  of  other 
relatives  and  friends.  Interment  was  in 
Mount  Olivet. 


"Woody”  Hearn  is  shown  giving  the 
celebration  sermon  at  the  site  of  the  old 
First  Church. 

On  Sunday,  April  4,  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  marked  more  than  150 
years  of  Methodism  in  that  city  and 
celebrated  the  50th  Anniversary  of  their 
Sanctuary  building. 

A  parade  was  the  highlight  of  the 
day,  immediately  following  morning 
worship,  when  the  congregation  gathered 
at  the  site  of  the  old  church  and  walked 
together  to  the  present  church.  Each 
class  and  group  of  the  church  had  made 
banners,  and  a  church  band  led  the 
procession.  Old  vintage  cars  were  used 
as  a  nostalgic  touch.  After  the  parade 
reached  its  destination,  a  picture  was 
taken  to  add  to  others  in  the  church  vault. 

The  day’s  festivities  concluded  with  a 
congregational  dinner,  at  which  Mr. 
Bingham  Stewart  of  New  Orleans,  was 
speaker,  recalling  memories  of  his 
father,  the  late  A.  C.  Stewart  who  was  the 


Claiborne  creates  a  lasting  message 

The  New  Life  Circle  of  the  Claiborne 
Church,  West  Monroe,  made  beautiful 
Chrismons  for  the  United  Methodist 
Youth  to  decorate  a  large  live  tree  at 
Christmas.  The  youth  responded  and 
also  presented  a  program  explaining 
the  Chrismons.  After  Christmas  the 
branches  were  taken  from  the  tree  and 
the  trunk  was  put  away. 

At  the  beginning  of  Lent,  the  trunk  was 
made  into  a  rough  cross,  showing  where 
the  limbs  were  removed.  This  was  placed 
in  the  Sanctuary,  where  the  Chrismon 
tree  had  stood,  reminding  people  of  the 
cruel  treatment  of  Jesus.  On  Easter 
Sunday  the  Cross  broke  forth  with 
greenery  and  beautiful  white  flowers, 
signifying  the  Resurrection  of  our  Lord. 

This  newspaper  thanks  the  Rev.  S.  Burl 
Dampier,  pastor,  for  sharing  this 
“message”  with  our  readers. 


Tom  Matheny  Conference 
Lay  Leader  urges 
support  of  Foundation 
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“One  of  the  most  important  forward 
steps  in  the  history  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  has  taken  place  in  recent 
months.  This  is  the  establishment  of  a 
Foundation  to  receive  gifts  and  bequests 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  and  its  people  and 
institutions. 

This  development  is  the  result  of  a 
number  of  years  of  very  hard  work  in¬ 
volving  a  great  many  leaders  in  our 
Conference  under  the  guidance  of  our 
Bishop.  The  Foundation  is  now 
established,  its  offioers  elected,  and  its 
Executive  Director  appointed. 

Why  is  this  important?  The  answer  is 
rather  simple.  The  only  way  that  our 
goods  and  riches  can  live  is  to  make  good 
use  of  them  while  we  are  here  and  to 
make  sure  that  there  is  proper  use  for 
them  after  we  are  gone. 

Many  people,  of  course,  remember  the 
Church  and  its  institutions  in  their  wills 
and  in  their  insurance  programs. 
However,  we  have  never  been  so  well 
organized  that  we  have  had  a  formal 
program  of  guidance  coupled  with  a 
Foundation  into  which  we  can  channel 
our  gifts.  The  Foundation  will  serve  both 
of  these  very  important  purposes. 

You  will  be  hearing  and  reading  a 
great  deal  about  the  Foundation  in  the 
Jays  ahead.  Publicity  of  this  nature  is 
important,  I  know.  But  what  is  more 
important  is  that  we  keep  constantly  in 
our  minds  the  benefit  to  us  and  to  the 
Church  that  we  serve  through  this  kind  of 
organization. 

I  want  the  Laity  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  to  be  deeply  involved 
in  the  work  of  the  Foundation  as  they 
already  are.  I  want  the  Laity  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to  respond 
with  their  gifts  and  with  their  service. 

Initially,  the  Foundation  is  going  to 
need  some  important  charter  gifts  of 
substantial  amounts.  I  know  that  the 
people  of  this  Conference  will  respond 
and  give  these  kinds  of  gifts.  We  should 
know  also  that  the  Foundation  is  open 
also  to  receiving  all  kinds  of  gifts  of 
whatever  amount  It  is  a  Church 
Foundation  and  it  is  suited  to  the  needs 
and  purposes  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana. 

I  would  urge  you  to  read  the  material 
you  receive  carefully  and  be  constantly 
receptive  and  mindful  of  the  needs  of  the 
Foundation.  Because  the  needs  of  the 
Foundation  reflect  the  needs  of  the 
Church.  One  of  the  finest  ways  that  you 
and  I  can  support  the  Church  is  to  sup¬ 
port  this  Foundation.” 

(For  many  years  Tom  Matheny  has 
served  as  an  outstanding  Lay  Leader  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  He  is  a 
distinguished  member  of  the  Judicial 
Council  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
At  this  time  he  is  attending  the  sessions 
of  the  Council  and  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Portland,  Oregon.) 

Enlistment  Rally  is  at 
Munholland,  May  8 

An  Enlistment  Rally,  sponsored  by  the 
Committee  on  Enlistment  for  Church 
Occupations  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  the  Ministry,  will  be  held  at  the 
Munholland  Memorial  Church,  Metairie, 
on  May  8.  Registration  begins  at  9  A.M. 

The  day’s  activities  will  focus  on  the 
scope  of  Christian  vocation  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  service  available  in  the  area 
of  church  related  occupations. 

The  morning  session  will  feature 
presentations  and  discussions  of  various 
fields  of  service  as  vocational  opportuni¬ 
ties  (e.g.  The  Pastoral  Ministry,  Campus 
Ministry,  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries, 
Chaplaincy,  Mission  Field,  etc.)  The 
afternoon  session  will  include  presenta¬ 
tions  by  Miss  Marilyn  Crosby,  represent¬ 
ing  Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Work¬ 
ers,  and  the  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne, 
representing  Centenary  School  of  Church 
careers. 

Interested  persons  (especially  high 
school  juniors  and  seniors  and  college 
students)  from  New  Orleans,  Baton 
Rouge,  Hammond  and  Lafayette  Dis¬ 
tricts  are  encouraged  to  attend.  Lunch 
will  be  served  free  of  charge. 

Co-directors  of  the  event  are  the  Rev. 
T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.,  Chairman  of  the 
Conference  Committee  on  Enlistment, 
and  Frank  Goodloe,  of  Munholland. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Six  years  ago  there  developed  in  this  Annual  Conference  a  desire  to  restruc¬ 
ture  the  conference’s  organizational  life,  its  rules  and  procedures.  Apparently 
there  had  been  developing  a  feeling  that  the  organizational  structure  was 
enlarging  and  becoming  cumbersome,  and  that  too  much  money  was  being 
spent  upon  operating  expenses  for  boards,  agencies,  and  committees,  and  that 
leadership  in  boards,  agencies,  and  committees  needed  to  be  widely  shared 
among  conference  membership.  There  was  also  a  parallel  desire,  I  am  told,  to 
restructure  the  conference-along  lines  more  nearly  corresponding  to  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  General  Conference  and  to  broaden  participation  in  the  nominating 
process  in  the  Annual  Conference  by  removing  the  nominating  function  from 
the  cabinet  as  a  sole  prerogative,  behind  which  was  the  thought  that  there 
should  be  a  larger  group  composed  of  cabinet  members,  clergy,  and  laity,  men, 
women,  and  youth. 

Accordingly,  the  Annual  Conference  selected  a  blue-ribbon  committee  to 
restructure.  The  committee  did  its  work  effectively  and  smoothly.  The  results 
of  the  committee’s  work  were  thoroughly  discussed,  and  finally  a  new  set  of 
conference  rules  and  organization  was  adopted  at  a  special  called  session.  For 
several  years  we’ve  been  operating  under  those  rules. 

The  purpose  of  this  paragraph  is  to  call  attention  to  the  nominating  process, 
for  we  have  come  to  the  end  of  a  quadrennium,  and  the  new  quadrennial  officers 
are  to  be  named.  Note  the  following : 

1.  The  bishop  does  not  make  the  nominations.  He  presides  over  the  nominating 
committee,  votes  only  in  case  of  a  tie.  (I  appreciate  the  gracious  letters  from 
some,  suggesting  that  I  place  them  in  certain  spots,  but  this  is  not  the 
prerogative  or  privilege  of  the  bishop,  and  I  regret  that  I  do  not  have  the 
authority  to  place  people  arbitrarily  on  conference  boards,  committees,  and 
commissions.) 

2.  The  conference  adopted  rules  of  tenure  on  board  and  committee  chair¬ 
manships.  This  will  require  the  rotation  of  many  board,  agency,  and  com¬ 
mittee  chairpersons.  (Some  who  have  been  chairmen  can  no  longer  be 
chairmen.) 

3.  The  number  of  committees,  boards,  agencies,  etc.,  was  drastically  reduced 
also,  the  effects  of  which  should  be  obvious  on  the  results  of  the  nominating 
process. 

4.  The  number  of  persons  serving  on  boards,  etc.,  has  also  been  substantially 
reduced.  Many  highly  qualified  persons  will  not  be  named  on  any  board, 
committee,  or  agency.  (In  the  interest  of  economy,  the  Annual  Conference 
adopted  that  principle.  If  you  are  not  placed  on  some  committee,  please  do 
not  feel  badly.  There  simply  isn’t  room  for  everybody  . ) 

5.  In  many  areas  representation  on  conference-wide  bodies  will  need  to  be 
balanced  geographically  (i.e.,  districts);  ethnically  (B  and  A);  age-youth; 
sex  (male  and  female).  (In  some  instances  experience,  natural  talent,  ex¬ 
pertise,  skill,  commitment,  and  many  leadership  qualities  will  have  to  yield 
to  the  current  emphasis  on  the  items  under  quota  above.  It  is  my  personal 
and  private  belief  that  one  day  the  quota  idea  will  have  served  its  purpose 
and  will  be  eliminated ;  I  trust  so. ) 

6.  Under  the  rules,  many  who  have  served  a  number  of  years  will  not  be  able  to 
return  to  the  group  on  which  they  have  served. 

7.  The  Nominating  Committee  will  do  the  very  best  it  can;  elections  will  take 
place  at  Shreveport  June  2. 

We  have  a  good  conference  organization  and  a  dedicated  body  of  clergy  and 
laity.  The  implementation  of  the  rules  adopted  will  require  understanding,  good 
humor,  and  much  trust.  I  know  you  will  meet  the  changes  occasioned  by  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  conference  rules  with  good  grace  and  common  sense. 

-  Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Dr.  Luman  E.  Douglas  named 
honorary  Trustee  of  Mt.  Sequoyah 

Dr.  Luman  E.  Douglas,  retired  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  where 
he  served  for  many  years  with  distinctive 
leadership,  has  been  elected  an  Honorary 
Trustee  by  the  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Dr.  Douglas  was  named  to  the  Board  in 
1958  by  the  late  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin, 
and  he  served  continuously  until  retire¬ 
ment  in  1975.  During  those  18  years,  he 
did  not  miss  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  and 
gave  valuable  support  and  leadership  in 
development  of  Mt.  Sequoyah.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Building  and  Grounds 
Committee  for  three  years,  and  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Finance  and  Budget 
Committee  from  1960  -  1975,  holding  the 
post  of  Chairman  of  the  Committee  from 
1964  - 1975.  His  guidance  resulted  in  much 
improvement  and  modernization,  and 
he  also  served  as  chairman  of  a 
committee  to  revise  the  Assembly  char¬ 
ter. 

In  1974,  the  Board  of  Trustees  passed 
the  following  resolution:  “Be  it  therefore 
resolved  that  hearty  appreciation  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Assembly  be  expressed  for  the  outstand¬ 
ing  and  unselfish  service  of  Luman  E. 

Bethany  Youth  schedule 
Mother’s  Day  Program 


Dr.  Luman  E.  Douglas 
Honorary  Trustee,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Douglas.  He  has  rendered  inspiring 
leadership  in  an  unbroken  period  since 
1958  under  three  superintendents.  Sin¬ 
cere  thanks  and  best  wishes  of  the  Board 
are  extended  to  him  ...” 

Dr.  Douglas  presently  resides  in  Baton 
Rouge. 


By  EUGENE  J.  GREEN,  JR. 

Pres.  UMYF 

On  May  9,  Mother’s  Day  1976,  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  of  Bethany 
Church  in  New  Orleans  will  sponsor  a 
special  program  dedicated  to  all  mothers 
around  the  world.  The  program  will  be 
held  at  the  church,  4533  Mendez  St.  in 
Pontchartrain  Park,  at  11  a.m.  Par¬ 
ticipants  will  include  the  Bethany  Youth 
Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Eugene  J. 
Green,  Sr. ;  Ms.  Margie  Joseph,  national¬ 
ly  known  entertainer  and  member  of 
Bethany;  and  a  special  Youth  Choir  from 
the  New  Orleans  area. 

Since  its  reorganization  in  February, 
1974,  the  MYF  has  been  a  success  story, 
starting  with  11  members  and  increasing 
to  its  present  number  of  53.  The  activity 
list  includes  regular  drives  for  the  poor 
and  needy,  participation  in  various 
church  programs  at  all  levels  from  Sun¬ 
day  School  and  Vacation  Church  School 
to  organized  worship,  fund  raising  drives 
for  local  community  purposes,  and  other 


activities  shaped  for  the  needs  of  the 
youth  in  Bethany’s  community. 

Bethany’s  Youth  Choir  was  begun  just 
over  a  year  ago  fojjjChristian  Education 
Week  with  ten  youth,  and  has  increased 
to  a  membership  of  48.  The  choir  has  per¬ 
formed  at  many  churches  of  various 
denominations  in  New  Orleans,  including 
Bishop  Crutchfield’s  Bicentennial  lec¬ 
tures  at  Rayne  Memorial.  It  plans  future 
programs  such  as  a  concert  and  an 
ecumenical  musical  involving  many 
Youth  Choirs  of  the  New  Orleans  Area. 

The  most  encouraginng  aspect  of  the 
choir  has  been  the  enthusiasm  exhibited 
at  all  times.  The  group  has  been  praised 
as  a  model  for  youth  fellowships,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  terms  of  growth  and  en¬ 
thusiasm. 

The  public  is  encouraged  to  attend  the 
Mother’s  Day  event.  For  this 
MOTHER’S  DAY  1976  promises  to  be  the 
epitome  of  the  group’s  enthusiasm. 

Pastor  at  Bethany  is  the  Rev.  William 
L.  Jones. 
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When  ‘hard  news’  is  scarce... 


The  attention  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  currently  focused  on  the 
General  Conference  which  is  in  session  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  With  a  number  of 
much-publicized  issues  to  be  considered, 
many  of  the  church’s  members  are 
eagerly  awaiting  reports  of  what  the 
General  Conference  decides. 

As  reported  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  few 
definitive  actions  were  taken  by  the  end 
of  the  first  week. 

In  an  age  when  we  are  conditioned  to 
expect  immediacy,  waiting  is  an  un¬ 
comfortable  pasttime.  Waiting  for 
proposals  to  work  their  way  through  a 
laborious  decision-making  process  is 
particularly  unappealing  to  the  200 
members  of  the  press,  including  six 

■TM/  UMR  staff  members,  who  are 

•  poised  and  ready  to  report  the  news  when 

•  it  happens. 

The  General  Conference,  however, 
does  not  exist  to  fit  the  deadlines  of  the 
news  media.  Difficult  as  that  fact  makes 
the  task  of  news  reporting,  we  may  be 


grateful  that  the  General  Conference  is 
set  up  to  produce  the  most  responsible 
and  thoroughly  considered  decisions 
possible  in  the  time  that  is  available. 

Rather  than  plunging  directly  into 
making  decisions  which  might  sub¬ 
sequently  prove  to  be  ill-considered,  the 
General  Conference  spent  most  of  its 
first  week  divided  into  legislative 
committees  and  sub-committees  —  each 
of  which  is  charged  with  carefully 
deliberating  portions  of  the  total  volume 
of  proposals  sent  to  the  conference  The 
second  week  will  be  devoted  to  the  full 
conference  considering  and  making 
decisions  upon  the  recommendations 
from  the  legislative  committees. 

The  scarcity  of  “hard  news”  to  report 
this  week  will  be  replaced  by  an 
overabundance  of  the  same  during  the 
General  Conference's  second  week.  In 
subsequent  issues,  TM/  UMR  will 
provide  coverage  of  all  the  General 
Conference’s  significant  decisions. 


...God’s  work  is  still  being  done 


so  much  attention  being  focused 
on  what  the  General  Conference  has  and 
has  not  done,  there  is  a  tendency  to  forget 
that  the  major  work  of  the  church  is 
going  on  elsewhere. 

What  the  General  Conference  does  is 
important  because  it  shapes  programs 
and  directions  which  will  affect  every 
United  Methodist  congregation. 

But  the  most  important  work  of  the 
church  continues  to  take  place  as 
Christians  gather  to  worship  in 


congregations  and  scatter  to  live  the  life 
of  Christian  disciples  in  the  world. 

The  work  of  Christ’s  Kingdom  will  be 
affected  by  the  degree  of  faithfulness 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference 
bring  to  their  task. 

The  work  of  Christ’s  Kingdom  will  be 
affected  more  by  the  degree  of  faith¬ 
fulness  that  Christians  across  the  church 
bring  to  their  ongoing  tasks  of  worship 
and  witness  in  the  world. 


Preacher  sees  acceptance 
of  female  pastors  in  UMC 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PORTLAND  —  The  first  ordained 
United  Methodist  woman  to  preach  for 
the  afternoon  worship  series  during 
General  Conference  said  here,.last  week 
she  has  found  ‘‘church  people  very  open 
to  pastoring  by  a  woman.” 


The  Rev.  Martha 
Rowlett,  Palo  Alto, 

Calif.,  who  also 
heads  her  annual 
conference  delega¬ 
tion,  told  TM/UMR 
that  she  loves 
-  ‘‘preaching  and  the 
pastoral  care  di¬ 
mensions  of  local 
church  ministry  Martha  Rowlett 
now.”  But,  she  admitted,  being  a  local 
church  pastor  was  “not  my  idea  five 
■Q years  ago." 


Ms.  Rowlett  said  her  reservations  were 
largely  the  result  of  her  lack  of 
acquaintance  with  other  women 
ministers,  but  by  the  time  she  was  to  be 
ordained  an  elder,  she  was  convinced. 

“Ordination  opens  the  door  to  pastoral 
care  because  people  expect  it  from  their 
pastor,"  she  said.  “People  are  very  open 
to  pastoring  by  a  woman;  I  expected 
'more  resistance  than  I  ever  found.” 

She  gives  a  lot  of  credit  to  the  senior 
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pastor  at  Palo  Alto  First  UMC  for 
pushing  her  out  to  do  the  job.  “He 
assumed  nobody  would  raise  questions, 
and  I  never  sensed  I  was  ‘different.’  ” 

A  seventh-generation  United  Methodist 
from  southwestern  Virginia,  Ms.  Rowlett 
has  a  brother  and  other  relatives  in  the 
ministry,  who  are  very  supportive.  They 
say,  “You  never  would  get  to  do  this  if 
you  lived  here.” 

Ms.  Rowlett  says  that’s  why  she  moved 
to  California  11  years  ago,  where  she  was 
a  director  of  Christian  education  and 
conference  staff  member  before  going  to 
seminary  at  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion. 

She  will  move  to  the  Seattle  area  this 
June  and  become  the  co-pastor  of  a 
church  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  Con¬ 
ference. 

Asked  how  she  handles  sexist  language 
in  worship,  Ms.  Rowlett  said  she  is  very 
sensitive  to  it  in  her  preaching,  and 
believes  that  people  who  only  relate  to 
God  as  “Father”  are  in  a  “terrible  rut.” 

She  believes  it  takes  some  work  and 
creativity  to  avoid  masculine  pronouns 
and  images,  but  God  the  “Creator” 
wants  us  to  use  our  creativity. 

Rumored  to  be  the  woman  “most  likely 
to  be  the  first  elected  a  bishop  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  Ms.  Rowlett 
says  she  has  heard  the  rumor  and  laughs 
about  it  with  friends. 

But  she  is  dead  serious  about  sup¬ 
porting  “term  episcopacy”  and  feels  the 
arguments  for  term  are  much  stronger 
than  for  life  tenure. 

She  also  is  whole-hearted  in  her  sup¬ 
port  of  church  caucuses  and  the  women’s 
caucus,  in  particular.  Ms.  Rowlett  said 
caucuses  are  “truly  creative  trans¬ 
formers  of  the  church”  which  help  to 
bring  it  into  conformity  with  the  will  of 
Christ. 

“The  Women’s  Caucus  did  a  smashing 
job  in  1972,  so  all  of  us  got  elected  this 
year,"  she  said.  This  is  the  first  General 
Conference  in  history  to  have  ordained 
women  in  the  delegation. 

Earlier  in  the  afternoon  she  preached 
to  a  full  sanctuary  on  an  Eastertide 
theme.  She  traced  parallels  between  the 
stories  of  the  disciples’  encounter  with 
Jesus  on  the  road  to  Emma  us,  the  story 
of  John  Wesley’s  experience  on  Alders- 
gate  Street  in  London,  and  the  General 
Conference. 

Each  begins  with  gloom  and  despair, 
she  said,  but  ends  with  “hearts  set  on 
fire”  or  “strangely  warmed”  as  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  Jesus  became 
clear. 

She  said  the  disciples,  John  Wesley, 
individual  Christians  and  special  interest 
groups  in  the  General  Conference  are 
alike  in  becoming  so  absorbed  in  their 
own  dreams  that  they  are  in  danger  of 
excluding  Christ. 

If  this  happens  during  General  Con¬ 
ference  action  in  struggles  for  personal 
privilege,  she  said,  Jesus’  rebuke  to  the 
disciples  on  the  Emmaus  Road  might 
appropriately  describe  the  outcome  — 
“foolish,  dull,  and  slow  of  heart.” 

“Creative  transformation”  generated 
by  the  power  in  Jesus  Christ  must  move 
the  General  Conference  beyond  self- 
interest  if  its  deliberations  are  to  have 
meaning,  she  said. 
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Delegates  4 scram  ble  ’ for  seats: 
a  tradition  Asbury  started 


By  CHARLES  M.  CHAKOUR 

If  the  average  Annual  Conference 
elects  16  persons  to  General  Con¬ 
ference,  there  are  usually  six 
District  Superintendents  and  six 
blacks  who  feel  they  must  be  elect¬ 
ed.  There  are  also  eight  women,  four 
Hispanic  persons,  four  “renewal” 
and  four  “un-renewal”  candidates 
who  believe  they  should  win  the 
coveted  seats. 

In  addition,  all  who  were  elected  to 
the  previous  General  Conference 
and  those  who  are  pastors  of  the 
largest  churches,  or  who  otherwise 
hold  high  office  in  the  Annual 
Conference,  believe  they  have  an 
historic  right  to  election  or  re- 
election. 

When  two  youth  candidates  are 
added  to  all  of  these,  we  have  30  or  40 
persons  who  believe  that  General 
Conference  ought  not  to  function 
without  them.  They  crowd  out  the 
average  pastor  and  layperson  who 
simply  hope  for  and  would  welcome 
the  opportunity  to  be  elected. 

It  all  started  when  Bishop  Asbury 
sought  to  reduce  the  size  of  General 
Conference  by  the  election  of  a  few 
clergy  members  who  would 
represent  the  total  body  of  elders. 
The  uproar  was  great!  While  the 
causes  to  be  defended  were  not  those 


of  today  —  such  as  the  status  and 
role  of  women  and  minority  rights  — 
they  were  deemed  to  be  just  as 
crucial  to  the  survival  of  the  church. 
Each  person  believed  that  if  he  was 
not  in  the  delegation,  the  General 
Conference  could  not  be  expected  to 
deal  faithfully  with  the  issues  at 
hand,  and  that  he  and  his  cause 
would  be  undone. 

On  July  31,  1807,  Francis  Asbury 
wrote  a  letter  in  which  he  com¬ 
mented  on  the  scramble  for  seats. 
He  wrote:  “Some  fright  themselves 
to  death  as  if  the  Heavens  were  to 
fall,  and  the  earth  moved  out  of  its 
place,  and  terrify  themselves  to 
death  with  their  own  fears.  Some 
think  they  must  go  to  General 
Conference  or  .  .  .  they  know  not 
what  (will  happen).  They  sit  awhile, 
and  then  beg  to  go  home.  They  find 
there  is  nobody,  no  blood  to  be  shed 
or  honors  to  be  made.” 

Asbury  was  not,  of  course,  com¬ 
menting  directly  on  the  elections  for 
the  1976  General  Conference  session, 
nor  on  the  possibility  of  an  early 
adjournment  because  of  the  lack  of  a 
quorum.  Or  was  he? 

Mr.  Chakour  is  treasurer  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Confer- 
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Angolan  bishop  appeals 
for  understanding  of 
struggle  for  liberation 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  The  heart  of  the 
struggle  among  the  nations  of  Southern 
Africa  is  the  struggle  for  human  dignity 
and  liberation  of  oppressed  people,  said 
the  United  Methodist  bishop  of  Angola  at 
a  meeting  held  at  the  site  of  the  General 
Conference  here  last  week. 

Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho,  at  one  time 
arrested  and  held  without  trial  for  19 
months  by  the  former  colonial  govern¬ 
ment,  told  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of  more 
than  250  persons  that  the  church  in 
Angola  was  involved  in  the  struggle. 

“Some  persons  say  the  church  should 
stay  out  of  political  involvements,”  he 
said.  “They  don’t  know  our  situation. 
That’s  telling  me  the  members  of  the 
church  are  not  a  part  of  the  suffering  of 
the  people.  It  is  difficult  to  draw  a  line 
between  a  member  of  the  church  and  a 
citizen  of  the  country.” 

The  bishop  was  also  hopeful  that  the 
present  Angolan  government  would  keep 
its  promise  to  promote  the  development 
of  the  churches.  “They  have  asked  us  to 
reactivate  our  educational  programs,” 
he  said.  “We  are  talking  about  a  national 
council  of  churches.  The  church  came  out 


General  Conference  delegates  learn 

Bishop  Muzorewa  will  not  appear 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Hopes  that  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  would 
appear  here  and  shed  new  light  on  his 
role  in  efforts  to  achieve  majority  rule  in 
Rhodesia  were  dashed  last  week.  Port¬ 
land  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  received  a 
telegram  from  Bishop  Muzorewa  which 
said:  “Regret  unable  to  attend  General 
Conference  due  to  pressure  of  work  in 
liberation  of  Zimbabwe”  (Rhodesia). 

In  the  past,  Bishop  Muzorewa  has 
expressed  hope  that  a  transfer  of  power 
from  Rhodesia’s  250,000  ruling  whites  to 
the  country’s  5.5  million  blacks  could 
occur  without  bloodshed.  In  an  interview 
with  TM/  UMR  in  1970,  Bishop 
Muzorewa  stated:  "There  is  still  time  for 
a  peaceful  settlement,  but  many  are 


Knit  one,  purl  two 

PORTLAND  —  Some  delegates  found 
it  possible  to  listen  to  reports  from 
church  agencies  and  knit,  too. 
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impatient  and  time  is  running  out.” 
Indicating  that  black  majority  rule 
“must  come,"  the  bishop  said  then  that  a 
failure  of  the  regime  of  Prime  Minister 
Ian  Smith  to  transfer  power  voluntarily 
would  inevitably  lead  to  an  armed 
takeover. 

Several  recent  reports  indicate  that 
Bishop  Muzorewa  has  now  abandoned 
hopes  of  achieving  majority  rule  through 
non-violent  means.  (SeeTM/  UMR  April 
23.)  One  press  release  reported  that 
Bishop  Muzorewa,  now  in  exile  in 
Mozambique,  is  organizing  forces  to 
engage  in  guerilla  warfare  in  Rhodesia. 
Another  source  quoted  the  bishop  as 
saying  “we  continue  to  consolidate  and 
strengthen  the  unity  of  the  masses  ...  so 
that  we  can  carry  the  war  of  liberation  to 
the  bitter  end.” 

Bishop  Escrivao  Zunguze  of 
Mozambique,  here  for  the  General 
Conference,  Indicated  that  he  had  been  in 
contact  with  Bishop  Muzorewa,  but 
expressed  reluctance  to  articulate  the 
Rhodesian  bishop’s  present  position. 

Bishop  Zunguze  did  say  that  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  as  president  of  the  African 
National  Council,  had  made  exhaustive 
efforts  to  achieve  a  negotiated  set¬ 
tlement.  And  he  noted  that  Rhodesia’s 
white  leader,  Ian  Smith,  recently  stated 
that  there  will  be  no  majority  rule  as  long 
as  he  lives,  thus  leaving  little  alternative 
to  blacks  to  achieve  freedom  without 
engaging  in  armed  struggle. 

The  Rhodesian  prime  minister  did 
announce  last  week  the  appointment  of 
four  blacks  to  his  cabinet. 

American  church  leaders,  who  have 
strongly  supported  Bishop  Muzorewa’s 
efforts  to  achieve  majority  rule  through 
peaceful  means,  also  have  shown 
restraint  in  assessing  the  bishop’s  ap¬ 
parent  shift  from  non-violence  to 
violence.  Dr.  Lois  Miller,  head  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  World 
Division,  said:  “As  difficult  as  it  may  be 
theologically,  there  may  come  a  time 
where  no  longer  can  armed  struggle  be 
avoided  if  oppressed  persons  are  to  be 
free.” 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Tragedy  forestalled  during 
casual  walk  in  Portland  ^ 


* 


PORTLAND  —  When  I  came  to 
General  Conference,  I  thought  I  was 
prepared  for  almost  anything  which 
might  occur.  I  was  scarcely  prepared  for 
the  nightmare  which  almost  occurred  on 
the  ancient  drawbridge  high  above  the 
Willamette  River  a  few  blocks  from 
where  General  Conference  is  in  session. 

After  a  long  day  of  meetings,  I  strolled 
to  the  center  of  the  bridge,  which  links 
the  two  sections  of  Portland,  in  search  of 
the  right  spot  to  take  a  picture  of  the 
Convention  Center  in  the  late  afternoon 
sun. 

While  leisurely  enjoying  the  view  of 
Mt.  Hood  and  the  powerful  tugs  pushing 
barges  down  the  river,  I  ambled  further 
down  the  bridge  and  noticed  a  woman 
just  ahead  leaning  against  the  rail  with 
one  foot  propped  on  it.  I  supposed  she  had 
dropped  something,  or  that  perhaps  she 
was  drunk  or  sick  since  she  laid  her  head 
on  the  railing. 

Sensing  that  something  was  wrong,  I 
walked  toward  her.  To  my  utter  horror, 
she  wrapped  her  arms  around  the  guard 
rail  and  threw  one  leg  over  it.  Her  purse 
fell  into  the  river  below.  As  she  pulled  the 
rest  of  her  body  over  the  rail,  I  sensed 
that  she  was  about  to  drop  into  a  watery 
grave  below. 

Impulsively,  I  rushed  to  the  lady’s  side, 
threw  an  arm  around  her  to  pull  her  back 
and  said  in  disbelief:  “You’re  not  really 
going  to  do  that,  are  you?” 

As  I  felt  her  pull  against  mine,  I  knew 
the  answer  before  she  snapped:  “Let  me 
go,  let  me  go." 

“Come  on,  come  on,”  I  said,  as  I 
struggled  to  pull  her  back  onto  the 
walkaway.  Soon  she  relented.  With  anger 
in  her  eyes  and  voice,  she  snapped  “Why 
don’t  you  mind  your  own  damned 
business?” 

Just  as  quickly  I  answered,”  I  am, 
lady.  It’s  my  job  to  care  about  God’s 


Mr.  Gillingham 

children.” 

“What’s  the  problem?”  I  continued. 
She  answered  with  a  blank  stare.  “Come 
on.  Let’s  go  to  the  side  of  the  river  where 
we  can  talk,”  I  urged.  As  I  took  her  arm 
and  began  walking  slowly,  she  followed. 

As  we  walked,  my  mind  raced  with  the 
urgency  of  the  situation  and  a  helpless 
“what  do  I  say?”  sensation.  A  quiet 
thought  said,  "You  know  what  to  do,  just 
do  it.” 

I  began  asking  questions.  “Bad  ex¬ 
perience?  Someone  you  love  cut  you  off? 
You  have  to  make  some  decisions  you 
don’t  like?  What’s  the  matter?” 

“Nothing,"  she  said. 

“Is  life  really  that  bad?”  I  asked. 

“It’s  a  long  story,”  she  lamented.  “You 
should  have  let  me  go.” 

“I  have  time  to  listen,”  I  said. 

Soon  she  erupted  with  stories  of  mental 
illness,  drugs,  no  love,  no  husband,  no  job 
and  a  hopeless  outlook. 

I  tried  to  offer  hope  by  relating  the 
Good  News  from  my  own  experience: 
God  cares,  the  beauty  of  God’s  image  is 
still  in  her,  and  there  is  always  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  start  over  and  make  a  better 
life. 

After  awhile  she  said:  “I’m  okay  now. 
Do  you  have  bus  fare?” 

She  missed  the  first  bus,  the  draw 
bridge  lifted,  and  we  talked  a  few  more 
minutes.  Then  a  bus  appeared,  she 
boarded  and  went  on  her  way. 

I  never  learned  the  lady’s  name.  I  don’t 
know  the  future  for  her.  But  I  returned  to 
the  General  Conference  pondering  a 
mystery:  Why  did  I  just  happen  to  be 
there  at  that  time? 

-LEONARD  GILLINGHAM 

Mr.  Gillingham  is  pastor  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  News 
Service  team  covering  General  Con¬ 
ference. 


It  is  the  Christian  concern  for  human 
freedom  and  basic  human  rights  —  which 
are  denied  most  blacks  in  Rhodesia  — 
that  underlies  the  church’s  involvement 
in  Rhodesian  affairs,  according  to  World 
Division  leaders. 

In  a  statement  adopted  last  month,  the 
World  Division  expressed  continued 
confidence  in  Bishop  Muzorewa  as  the 
leader  of  Rhodesian  Methodists.  It  said: 
“If  there  has  been  any  change  in  (Bishop 
Muzorewa’s)  stance  toward  the  future  of 
Rhodesia,  we  believe  it  has  come  out  of 
his  commitment  and  obedience  to  the 
Christian  faith.” 


of  the  struggle  for  independence  stronger 
than  ever." 

Bishop  de  Carvalho  appealed  for  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  recent  war  for  in¬ 
dependence  when  Angola  was  “freed 
from  500  years  as  a  colony  of  Portugal." 
Some  persons,  he  said,  wanted  to 
“transform  the  battle  into  East  vs.  West. 
Some  said  capitalism  vs.  communism. 
Some  said  whites  vs.  blacks.  It  was  none 
of  these.  It  was  the  struggle  of  oppressed 
people  who  wanted  to  achieve 
liberation.” 

The  bishop  was  asked  about  his  support 
of  the  MPLA  faction  which  won  their  war 
and  which  often  has  been  labeled  in  the 
West  as  Marxist.  “Everyone  in  Angola 
had  to  make  hard  choices,”  he  replied. 
“I  found  the  policies  of  the  MPLA  fitted 
the  goals  of  complete  liberation.  I  have 
made  no  secret  that  I  sided  with  them. 
And  the  Methodist  Church  recently  voted 
to  support  the  policy  of  the  present 
(MPLA)  government.” 

The  bishop  was  questioned  about  that 
government  which  is  alleged  to  be 
Marxist  and  atheistic.  He  said,  “I  cannot 
believe  an  African  can  be  an  atheist. 
Long  before  Christian  missionaries  came 
to  my  country,  we  had  a  belief  in  God. 

“I  don’t  think  these  leaders  are 
Marxists,”  he  continued.  The  African 
way  of  life  was  “socialist  long  before 
Karl  Marx  was  bom.”  He  said  the 
“scientific  socialism”  being  applied  in 
Angola  today  is  borrowed  from  many 
sources  —  “It  is  difficult  to  be  original 
these  days,”  he  said.  But  he  insisted  that 
African  socialism  was  in  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  the  African  people. 

Bishop  de  Carvalho  expressed 
gratitude  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  said  the  Angolan  church  wanted  to 
keep  its  ties  to  the  American  church. 
"Bishop  William  Taylor  from  the  U.S. 
began  Methodist  work  in  Angola  in  1885 
and  we  have  received  missionaries  until 
recently,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  spoke  at  a  dinner  sponsored 
by  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action. 


New  life  for  local  church  seen 
in  evangelism,  education  plans 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Good  things  which 
occur  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
begin  in  the  local  church,  for  “if  it  doesn’t 
happen  in  the  local  church,  it  isn’t  likely 
to  happen  anywhere  else.”  That 
assessment  by  the  president  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  introduced  two  programs 
of  evangelism  and  church  school  growth 
to  th£  General  "Conference  here  last 
week. 

Claiming  that  evangelism  is  not  a  “lost 
word  in  the  church’s  vocabulary,” 
Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Richmond 
Area,  tied  the  new  “Comprehensive 
Evangelism  Plan”  to  the  new  program 
“Decision  Point:  Church  School.”  Both 
emphases  affirm  the  importance  of 
ministry  in  the  local  church,  he  told  the 
delegates. 

In  an  interview  with  TM/  UMR, 
Bishop  Goodson  said  the  church  must 
come  to  terms  with  defeat  or  wake  up  to 
life  with  evangelism.  “We  do  not  want  to 
become  so  accustomed  to  losing  that  it  is 
no  longer  a  shock.  An  authentic 
evangelism  that  reaches  people  is  the 
answer.” 

He  noted  that  studies  show  no  mass 
exodus  from  the  UMC,  but  that  the 
membership  reduction  has  been  about 
the  same  from  year  to  year  over  the  past 
25  years. 

“The  point  of  decline  has  come  not  with 
exodus  but  at  the  point  of  entry,”  he  said. 
“Professions  of  faith  have  been  cut  in 
half.  At  this  point  evangelism  has  to 
happen.  At  this  point  we  have  designed 
the  programs.” 

The  comprehensive  evangelism  plan 


contains  both  detailed  directions  for  a 
local  church  to  follow  as  well  as  op¬ 
portunities  for  innovation. 

“It  actually  is  a  strategy  to  sensitize 
the  church  to  the  need  for  a  full  and 
authentic  evangelism,”  said  the  bishop. 

The  program  is  good  because  it  ap¬ 
proaches  evangelism  for  the  right 
reason:  “To  make  Jesus  Christ  known  to 
people  who  do  not  know  him,”  he  said. 

Neither  do  the  emphases  leave  the 
person  alone  after  conversion,  he  ex¬ 
plained,  but  they  bring  the  person  into  a 
supportive  community  —  the  church; 
into  a  program  of  nurture  and  study  — 
the  church  school;  and  send  out  the 
person  to  be  an  evangelist,  completing 
the  faith  cycle. 


Henderson  Settlement 
Mission 

Children’s  Home 
Frakes,  Kentucky  40940 
Telephone:  [606]  337-3613 

Staff  Needed:  Two  dedicated, 
Christian  couples  as  houseparents 
for  needy,  dependent,  neglected 
children  in  the  mountains  of 
Southeast  Kentucky.  Couples 
without  children,  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  moral  and 
ethical  standards  will  be  con¬ 
sidered.  Salaried  or  Volunteer  - 
Room,  Board,  Fringe-Benefits, 
vacations. 


If  you’re  looking  for  something 
extra  out  of  life . . . 


POWER  FOR  THE  DRY 

by  John  T.  Seamand s 

You  can  get  an  extra  burst  of  energy  and  re¬ 
newed  confidence  to  see  you  through  the 
day  from  a  quite  unexpected  source.  John 
Seamands  tells  us  to  look  in  Matthew’s  Gospel 
for  some  helpful  hints  to  see  us  through 
those  dark  days.  Power  for  the  Day  contains 
108  daily  meditations  and  readings  that  inter¬ 
weave  the  thoughts  of  Jesus  with  applications 
of  scripture.  A  very  useful  guide  to  daily 
meditation  for  individuals,  familes,  and  study 
groups.  Paper,  $3.50 


GOD'S  SUPPRISES 

by  Lance  Webb 

Lance  Webb,  author  of  God’s  Surprises,  leads 
us  to  discover  the  surprise  and  newness  of 
God  that  renews  the  faded  light  of  faith  in 
many  Christians.  For  Jesus  is  a  terrific  surprise 
to  those  of  us  who  know  him  personally. 
According  to  Webb,  the  surprises  begin  with 
his  birth,  death,  and  resurrection.  They  continue 
in  the  presence  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  in  the  hope,  joy,  and  freedom  he  gives  us 
to  live  each  day  without  fear  and  to  face 
the  future  with  confiderce.  $6.95 
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General  Conference  process  begins  slowly; 
few  decisions  are  finalized  in  first  week 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  From  almost  any 
perspective,  the  first  week  of  United 
Methodism’s  1976  General  Conference 
was  a  dull  grind. 

Those  who  hoped  for  quick  decisions 
regarding  the  major  issues  facing  the 
delegates  were  disappointed.  As  the 
meeting  neared  its  midway  point,  vir¬ 
tually  no  final  decisions  were  made. 

Even  those  who  are  actively  involved 
—  the  delegates  —  were  alternately 
bored  and  tired  out  by  the  preliminaries, 
and  anxious  to  get  on  to  the  main  events. 

For  the  most  part,  the  slow  pace  of  the 
first  week  was  not  the  result  of  dawdling, 
but  of  the  process  by  which  the  General 
Conference  always  does  its  work. 

Following  the  opening  Communion 
Service  and  the  Episcopal  (“State  of  the 
Church”)  Address  on  Tuesday  (see 
TM/UMR,  April  30),  delegates  spent  the 
next  day  hearing  reports  of  major  pro- 
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Where  the  action  was 

PORTLAND  —  Delegates  juggle  heavy 
notebooks  and  endless  sheets  of  paper  as 
they  vote  in  a  General  Conference 
legislative  committee  session. 
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Problems  of 
peace  laid 
at  U.S.feet 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  “We  cannot  expect  na¬ 
tions  to  change  unless  our  own  attitudes, 
values  and  life-styles  are  converted,”  a 
United  Methodist  bishop  told  delegates  to 
the  denomination’s  General  Conference 
here  last  week. 

Delivering  an  address  on  the  “Bishops’ 
Call  for  Peace  and  the  Self-development 
of  People”  —  a  four-year  episcopal  pro¬ 
gram  just  completed  —  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  of  the  Dakotas  Area  told 
delegates  “it  is  not  enough  to  blame 
economic,  military  and  political  institu¬ 
tions”  as  the  “enemies  of  peace.”  “We 
are  involved,"  he  said.  “We  need  to  know 
the  hope  and  the  power  and  the  promise 
of  new  birth.” 

Using  the  war  in  Vietnam  as  an  exam¬ 
ple,  he  listed  the  “sources”  of  peace  in 
Indochina  and  called  upon  the  United 
States  to  “pay  for  the  peace”  in  the  same 
way  it  “paid  for  the  war.”  He  said  the 
“sources”  of  peace  include: 

•  Liberation  —  “The  genuine  self¬ 
development  of  peoples  must  supplant 
continuing  patterns  of  exploitation.” 

•  Racial  Justice  —  “In  Christ  there  is 
no  East,  no  West,  no  Jew,  no  Arab,  no 
male,  no  female,  no  communist,  no 
capitalist,  no  black,  no  white .  .  .” 

•  Demilitarization  of  our  psychology, 
of  our  economy,  of  our  approach  to  fund¬ 
amental  human  problems.” 

Frequently  interrupted  by  applause 
from  the  nearly  1,000  official  delegates 
from  across  the  nation  and  from  several 
hundred  other  persons  who  viewed  from 
the  visitor’s  gallery,  Bishop  Armstrong 
said  Vietnam  was  “ripped  apart”  and 
“raped”  by  30  years  of  war  financed  in 
the  main  by  the  United  States. 

“We  bore  80  per  cent  of  the  costs  dur¬ 
ing  the  French-Indochinese  war.  We  paid 
the  full  tab  for  the  twenty  years  of 
ruinous  violence  that  followed,”  Bishop 
Armstrong  said.  “Now,  in  the  name  of 
God,  and  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  let  us 
help  pay  for  the  peace.” 

He  said  America  can  have  no 
“legitimate  claim  to  national  honor  until 
it  plays  a  significant  role  in  the 
reconstruction  of  Vietnam.”  He  called 
upon  the  church  to  lead  the  way  in  such 
efforts  for  reconstruction. 

Bishop  Armstrong  warned  the 
delegates  that  “time  is  running  out”  and 
that  “peace  must  be  made  real,  soon.”  In 
a  series  of  prayer-like  questions  he 
stated  what  he  said  are  the  injustices  of 
our  society  that  must  be  overcome. 

“How  long,  O  Lord,”  the  bishop  asked: 

—  "will  we  permit  military  budgets  to 
soar  while  people  programs  suffer? 

—  “will  we  permit  the  tentacles  of  a 
military/industrial  network  to  ensnare 
and  stifle  the  free  and  peace-loving  in¬ 
stincts  of  the  republic? 

—  “will  we  train  and  support  military 
dictatorships  arodnd  the  world,  arming 
virtually  every  side  of  every  war,  while 
paying  lip-service  to  human  rights  and 
impartial  justice? 

—  “will  we  allow  the  most  nationalistic 
and  militaristic  of  our  presidential  can¬ 
didates  to  set  the  ground-rules  for  foreign 
policy  debate  in  an  election  year?” 

Following  the  address,  all  but  a  few  of 
the  delegates  and  visitors  rose  in  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation. 


posals  from  general  agencies  and  com¬ 
missions.  These  reports  were  received 
without  debate  and  referred  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  legislative  committees  for  con¬ 
sideration.  Since  the  delegates  received 
written  copies  of  the  reports  several 
weeks  earlier,  many  wondered  why  they 
could  not  automatically  be  referred 
without  being  verbalized.  A  motion  to 
this  effect  toward  the  end  of  the  day 
received  sustained  applause,  indicating 
the  delegates’  desire  to  get  on  with  the 
business  at  hand.  They  made  their  point. 

Most  of  Thursday,  Friday  and  Satur¬ 
day  were  spent  in  legislative  committee 
meetings. 

Legislative  committees  act 

There  are  10  legislative  committees 
this  year.  All  of  the  proposals  submitted 
to  the  General  Conference  are  grouped 
by  subject  and  referred  to  one  of  the 
legislative  committees  for  initial  con¬ 
sideration.  This  process  is  dictated  by 
the  fact  that  a  984-member  body  would  be 
paralyzed  if  it  tried,  as  a  whole,  to  con¬ 
sider  all  the  proposals  which  are  submit¬ 
ted. 


To  insure  that  each  proposal  is  given 
careful  consideration  by  a  group  of 
delegates,  the  legislative  committees  are 
divided  into  sub-committees. 

The  sub-committees  consider  each 
petition  and  its  rationale,  and  recom¬ 
mend  either  “concurrence”  or  “non-  con¬ 
currence.”  It  was  at  this  level  that  most 
of  the  first  week’s  debate  took  place. 

The  sub-committees  then  present  their 
recommendations  to  the  full  legislative 
committees  —  which  likewise  debate  and 
vote  either  to  concur  or  not  concur  with 
the  proposal.  Most  issues  were  just  ap¬ 
proaching  this  stage  as  the  first  week’s 
work  ended  and  our  printing  deadline  ar¬ 
rived. 

Once  acted  upon  by  a  legislative  com¬ 
mittee,  a  proposal  is  submitted  for 
publication  in  the  Daily  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate  —  a  “Congressional  Record”  type 
record  of  the  conference’s  proceedings. 
Once  printed,  a  proposal  is  ready  for  con¬ 
sideration  and  a  decision  by  the  full 
General  Conference.  The  second  week  of 
the  meeting  will  be  devoted  almost  en¬ 
tirely  to  this  purpose. 

Despite  the  slow  and  cumbersome 


Bishop  Cannon  raps 
quotas,  permissiveness 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PORTLAND  —  Bishop  William  Cannon 
delivered  a  broad  scale  attack  on  the 
church’s  quota  system,  society’s  per¬ 
missive  sexual  behavior  and  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  persons  by  church  agencies  who 
are  not  committed  to  Jesus  Christ  in  a 
morning  sermon  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  last  week. 

In  a  slap  at  the  church’s  quota  system, 
the  bishop  said  “we  need  youth  and 
women  in  the  church  but  not  at  the  price 
of  including  persons  not  committed  to  the 
local  church.”  He  cited  an  incident 
where  a  young  woman  allegedly  said  she 
was  named  an  agency  board  member 
during  the  last  quadrennium  only 
because  she  was  “the  right  age  and  sex.” 
She  said  she  was  not  interested  or  active 
in  a  local  church. 

“There  is  no  substitute  for  devotion  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  hard  work  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  mission,”  Bishop  Can¬ 
non  said. 

Moving  next  to  the  flap  this  spring  over 
a  Chicago  community  developer’s  state¬ 
ment  that  she  did  not  confess  belief  in 
God,  the  bishop  said  he  realized  that  in  a 
pluralistic  society  th$  church  needed  to 
cooperate  with  persons  of  good  will.  But, 
“whenever  a  person  stands  under  the 
auspices  of  our  church  agencies  or  local 
congregations,  that  person  should  be  a 
follower  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

While  there  is  no  church  law  requiring 
belief  in  Christ,  the  bishop  said  it  is  the 
basis  on  which  the  “Discipline”  rests, 
and  “shouldn’t  have  to  be  spelled  out  in 
every  bit  of  legislation.  It  is  taken  for 
granted  that  such  persons  will  glorify 
God  and  work  to  advance  His  kingdom.” 

Permissive  lifestyles  and  sexual 
behavior  also  came  under  fire.  The 
Atlanta  bishop  said  “lifestyle”  has  come 
to  cover  everything  from  grooming  to 
moral  behavior. 

“Any  form  of  sexual  life  must  be  in  the 


Christian  context,  sanctified  by  mar¬ 
riage  between  husband  and  wife,  male 
and  female.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  personal 
preference,  but,  like  all  Christian  morali¬ 
ty,  is  based  on  the  revealed  will  of  God.” 

The  church’s  doors  are  open  to  all  sup¬ 
pliants,  the  bishop  said,  “but  the  invita¬ 
tion  is  to  those  who  do  earnestly  repent  of 
their  sins  and  intend  to  lead  a  new  life." 

“The  purpose  of  the  church  is  to  con¬ 
vert  sinners  and  not  to  confirm  any  of  us 
in  our  wickedness,”  he  said.  Further,  the 
church’s  genius  for  accommodation  on 
this  issue  would  “improvise  her  right  out 
of  existence”  unless  it  was  used  solely 
“to  spread  Scriptural  holiness 
throughout  the  land.” 

Addressing  the  proposed  world  hunger 
priority,  the  bishop  said  it  was  “good,  but 
not  good  enough.”  Even  if  everybody  on 
earth  was  materially  comfortable,  “we 
would  not  have  even  begun  |to  fulfill  our 
mission,  which  is  to  makenpeople  good, 
and  to  incorporate  every  human  being  in¬ 
to  the  Body  of  Christ. 

“Not  our  preferences  and  our  tastes, 
but  His  will  be  done,”  the  bishop  said  in 
his  closing  quote  from  Saint  Augustine. 

Following  the  remarks  of  the  bishop 
concerning  the  community  developer, 
.the  Rev.  Fines  Flores  —  pastor  of  the 
church  where  the  community  developer 
mentioned  serves  —  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  at  which  he  supported  the 
developer. 

Mr.  Flores  said  Gloria  Perez,  who 
works  for  his  Chicago  parish,  is  “com¬ 
mitted  to  the  people  of  the  community 
she  serves”  and  that  he  supports  her 
work  even  though  she  does  not  profess  a 
belief  in  Christ.  “Our  community 
developer  has  enabled  members  of  the 
congregation  to  become  involved  in 
crucial  issues  of  our  difficult  community 
.  .  .  She  shares  community  matters  with 
the  whole  congregation  and  she  attends 
church  more  regularly  than  many  nor¬ 
mal  United  Methodists,”  he  said. 


‘Let  us  break  bread  together 9 


PORTLAND  —  Delegates  to  the  1976 
General  Conference  began  their  two 
weeks  of  deliberations  here  by  first 
breaking  bread  together.  The  sacrament 
of  Holy  Communion  was  administered  by 
members  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
representatives  of  the  overseas  and 
autonomous  church  conferences. 

Bishop  Ernest  Dixon,  (above  right), 
Kansas  Area,  serves  the  bread  to  Bishop 
Frederick  Wertz  of  West  Virginia. 

The  communion  table  was  arranged 
with  the  communion  set  used  first  by 
Bishop  Thomas  Coke  and  Bishop  Francis 
Asbury,  and  still  in  use  at  United 
Methodism’s  historic  John  Street  Church 
in  New  York  City. 

Philip  Embury’s  Bible,  opened  to  the 
first  page  of  the  New  Testament  which 
bears  the  early  preacher’s  signature, 
was  centered  on  the  table.  Mr.  Embury 
read  this  Bible  at  the  dedication  of  the 
John  Street  church  in  1768. 

TM-UMR  PHOTOS  BY  CHARLES  CHAMBERS 


pace  of  this  process,  most  veteran 
General  Conference  watchers  believe 
that  it  results  in  fuller  consideration  of 
all  proposals  and  better  final  decisions 
than  other  methods  which  might  be 
employed.  And  observers  of  the  various 
legislative  committees  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  dedication  and 
determination  with  which  delegates  were 
approaching  this  task. 

Mood  of  conference  emerging 

Although  most  final  decisions  re¬ 
mained  in  limbo  at  the  General 
Conference’s  midway  point,  three 
characteristics  of  this  body’s  identity  are 
becoming  apparent: 

(1)  The  mood  of  this  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  one  of  steadiness.  There  is  no 
groundswell  to  retreat  from  where  the 
church  now  stands  on  issues.  But  neither 
is  there  any  groundswell  to  go  out  very 
far  on  any  new  limbs.  It  appears  that  the 
results  of  this  General  Conference  will  be 
less  exciting  or  less  traumatic  —  depen¬ 
ding  upon  one’s  point  of  view  —  than  any 
during  the  past  decade.  Most  observers 
seem  undisturbed  by  this  prospect,  and 
see  it  as  a  healthy  move  toward  con¬ 
solidation  rather  than  as  an  unhealthy 
backing  away  from  responsibility. 

(2)  No  individual  or  group  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  “the  dominant  force”  in  this 
General  Conference.  Many  individuals, 
representing  a  variety  of  viewpoints,  oc¬ 
cupy  influential  positions.  The  presence 
and  influence  of  staffpersons  from  the 
church’s  general  agencies  are  being  felt. 
The  several  caucuses  of  the  church  are 

,  visibly  present  representing  their 
causes.  But  the  delegates  appear  ready 
to  make  each  decision  on  the  basis  of  its 
merit,  and  not  as  the  result  of  a 
dominating  influence  by  any  individual 
or  group. 

Grassroots  influence  apparent 

(3)  It  is  obvious  that  delegates  have 
heard,  and  been  affected  by,  views  from 
the  church’s  grassroots.  This  is  nowhere 
more  apparent  than  with  respect  to  the 
proposals  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  alter  the  Social  Principles 
position  on  human  sexuality.  The 
legislative  committee  on  Church  and 
Society  has  recommended  “non- 
concurrence”  with  all  of  the  Board’s  pro¬ 
posals  on  this  issue,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  General  Conference  will  make 
few,  if  any,  changes  in  this  section  of  the 
Social  Principles.  In  less  dramatic  ways, 
input  from  the  grassroots  appears  to  be 
playing  an  important  role  in  the 
delegates’  actions  on  most  other  issues. 

While  many  persons  may  feel  relieved 
by  some  unpopular  decisions  the  General 
Conference  will  not  make,  there  is  ap¬ 
prehension  among  some  regarding  deci¬ 
sions  which  should  be  made.  A?  the~mid- 
way  point,  it  is  anything  but  certain  how 
the  General  Conference  will  deal  with 
such  issues  as  world  hunger,  assistance 
for  ethnic  minority  local  churches,  and 
evangelism.  Many  would  consider  it 
tragic  if  the  General  Conference  suc¬ 
ceeded  only  in  resisting  unpopular 
changes,  and  failed  to  challenge  the 
church  to  move  forward  positively  to  ex¬ 
tend  Christ’s  ministry  in  these  and  other 
arenas  of  urgent  need. 


PORTLAND  —  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz,  left,  and  Roberto  Rios,  a  Monterey, 
Mexico,  layman,  were  officially  seated  as  delegates  here  as  a  result  of  new 
agreements  negotiated  between  the  autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  tm-umr  photo  by  Charles  chambers 

UMC  approves  new 
6 delegate  exchanges’ 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  When  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  voted  to  establish  “diplomatic 
relationships”  here  last  week  between 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
autonomous,  independent  Methodist 
Church  in  Mexico  and  in  the  Caribbean, 
the  effect  may  mean  more  than  the  ex¬ 
change  '  of  delegates,  church  officials 
cautiously  predict. 

The  UMC  has  a  similar  concordat  with 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Great  Britain 
with  each  church  sending  four  voting 
delegates  to  their  respective  General 
Conferences. 

The  new  “concordats”  with  the  Central 
American  churches  will  result  in  the  ex¬ 
change  of  two  delegates  between  the 
50,000  member  church  in  Mexico  and  the 
70,000  member  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas  (MCCA). 

Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz  of  Mexico  told 
TM/UMR  that  only  about  five  percent  of 
the  issues  before  the  church  session  here 
are  of  any  interest  to  his  church  because 
most  issues  are  American  church- 
related,  and,  further,  the  two  churches 
arrange  their  priorities  differently.  For 
example,  he  said  there  is  little  interest  in 
ethnic  minority  or  sexuality  issues  in 
Mexico,  but  that  evangelism  and  world 
hunger  were  important  concerns. 

But  the  issues  of  most  interest  to  Mex¬ 
ico’s  delegation  are  world  missions  and 
relationships  with  other  world  churches. 
“We  want  to  be  able  to  participate  fully 
in  affecting  decisions  on  these  matters,” 
the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  Ruiz  and  President  Claude  L. 
Cadogan  of  the  MCCA  reported  to 
TM/UMR  there  was  also  great  interest  in 
the  life  vs.  term  episcopacy  debate. 

The  church  in  Mexico  has  tried  both 
methods  of  selection  and  tenure,  he  said. 
Now  it  elects  a  bishop  for  a  four-year 
term  and  the  person  is  eligible  for  a  se¬ 
cond  four-year  term.  The  MCCA  elects  a 
president,  in  the  British  tradition,  for  a 
four  year  term  of  office. 


President  Cadogan  said  the  concordat 
was  important  because  it  means  “the 
UMC  is  recognizing  the  MCCA  as  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  family.” 

He  feels  it  is  a  reciprocal  relationship 
because  collaboration  in  the  Caribbean 
also  helps  the  UMC  fulfill  its  global  com¬ 
mitment. 

Both  church  leaders  said  the  UMC,  as 
it  relates  to  them  directly  through  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  can  be  most 
helpful  in  “developmental  programs” 
such  as  social  work,  poverty  relief, 
agricultural  development,  teaching  and 
medical  work. 

Evangelism  is  a  major  thrust  of  both 
churches,  but  this  is  carried  forward  by 
indigenous  members,  although  Crusade 
Scholarships  have  been  helpful  in  train¬ 
ing  leadership. 

President  Cadogan  said  “several  thou¬ 
sand  Caribbeans  have  moved  to  the  USA 
and  several  ministers  have  come  to  con¬ 
tinue  a  relationship  with  them."  He 
hopes  that  the  new  agreement  will  mean 
easier  movement  of  pastors  from  the 
Caribbean  to  the  states  to  meet  these 
needs. 

“We  are  open  to  receiving  American 
missionaries  to  meet  specific  needs,” 
said  Bishop  Ruiz,  “at  the  request  of  our 
church  when  national  leaders  cannot  fill 
for  the  moment.” 

He  said  Mexican  leaders  do  not  always 
see  eye-to-eye  with  UMC  mission  leaders 
on  priorities,  but  said  “we  are  always 
able  to  come  to  agreement.  ’  ’  The  concern 
of  the  Women’s  division  for  the  leader¬ 
ship  development  of  women  has  not  been 
as  important,  he  said,  because  of  the 
culture. 

Mexican  Methodists  first  agreed  to 
ordain  women  in  1974  and  now  have  two 
in  seminary. 

“We  must  confess  our  sin  on  this 
point,”  the  bishop  said,  “but  we  do 
recognize  that  women  are  essential  to  the 
work  of  the  church.” 


Object  to  ‘Bicentennial  Resolution’ 

Native  Americans  say  church  insensitive 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  Emotion-filled  pleas 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  presence  and  plight  of  its 
Native  American  (American  Indian) 
members  met  delegates  here  April  27 
almost  before  they  had  had  time  to  un¬ 
pack  their  luggage  for  the  two-week  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  denomination’s  top  legislative 
body. 

Less  than  an  hour  after  the 
conference’s  opening  address,  Native 
American  delegates  called  for  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  a  “Bicentennial  Resolution”  on 
the  grounds  that  it  neglected  the  role  of 
Native  Americans  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  and  they  called  for  full 
voting  rights  in  the  conference  for 
delegates  from  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference.  Missionary  con¬ 
ference  delegates  are  seated  at  the  con¬ 
ference  but  are  not  allowed  to  vote  under 
the  constitution  of  the  church,  because  of 
their  “missionary”  conference  status. 

In  response  to  their  pleas,  a  conference 
committee  began  action  on  drawing  up  a 
constitutional  amendment  which  would 
would  allow  delegates  from  all  three  of 
the  denomination’s  missionary 
conferences  to  vote  at  the  next  General 
Conference  in  1980.  If  passed  by  this 
General  Conference,  the  amendment 
must  then  be  approved  by  a  two-thirds  of 
the  delegates  to  all  of  the  church’s  annual 
conferences.  The  “Bicentennial  Resolu¬ 
tion"  was  referred  to  a  committee  for 
consideration  and  is  likely  to  return  to 
the  floor  for  a  vote  at  a  later  session. 

The  “Bicentennial  Resolution”  calls 
for  United  Methodists  to  remember  dur¬ 
ing  the  Bicentennial  year  the  “heroism, 
zeal  and  vision  of  Methodist  pioneers  and 
circuit  riders.”  It  asks  that  local 
churches  celebrate  the  Bicentennial  and 
that  Thanksgiving  1976  be  a  time  of  na¬ 
tional  rededication  for  the  church.. 

At  the  close  of  the  presentation  of  the 
resolution,  Diane  Moats,  a  Sac-Fox  In¬ 
dian  and  a  member  of  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Conference,  rose  to 
object  to  the  fact  that  the  resolution 
made  no  mention  of  Native  Americans. 

“Never  (in  this  report)  is  it  mentioned 
that  you  are  thankful  for  native  people  or 
for  our  land  which  has  proved  to  be  so 
fruitful  for  you,”  she  told  the  assembly. 


“It  is  not  stated  that  you  may  even 
celebrate  Thanksgiving  because  native 
people  had  such  a  concern  for  all  living 
things  that  they  made  survival  for  Euro¬ 
peans  possible  in  this  country.” 

She  said  Native  Americans  cannot 
agree  with  the  way  the  resolution 
describes  the  meaning  of  the  Bicenten¬ 
nial  as  liberty  and  commitment  to 
human  rights. 

“To  us  the  Bicentennial  means  the 
celebration  of  the  massacre  of  our  people 
and  massive  death  through  sickness 
which  leaves  our  people  with  an  average 
life-span  of  45  years,”  Ms.  Moats  said. 
She  challenged  the  authority  of  the 
church  to  speak  about  human  rights 
when  “after  132  years  of  native  work  in 
the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference,  the  two  Indian  delegates  still 
cannot  vote  in  the  General  Conference.” 

Rising  in  support  of  Ms.  Moats' 
statements,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface 
—  one  of  two  Native  Americans  from 
Oklahoma  who  is  seated  at  the  con¬ 
ference  with  “voice”  but  no  vote  —  said 
the  resolution  asks  native  people  to 
celebrate  the  loss  of  their  culture,  pride 
and  dignity. 


“While  the  Bicentennial  USA 
celebrates  its  heritage,  I  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  my  church  to  a  history  that  has 
never  told  our  story,”  Mr.  Roughface 
said,  “I  have  been  a  Methodist  all  my  life 
and  a  minister  for  22  years,  but  I  have  no 
vote  in  this  conference.” 

Both  speakers  received  rounds  of  ap¬ 
plause  from  the  delegates,  who  later 
voted  to  send  the  resolution  to  a  commit¬ 
tee  for  study  and  possible  revision. 

The  next  morning  during  the  second 
plenary  session  of  the  conference,  Ms. 
Moats  rose  to  the  microphone  again,  this 
time  attempting  to  call  the  conference  to 
act  on  voting  rights  for  the  Oklahoma  In¬ 
dian  delegation.  Her  motion  was  ruled 
out  of  order  on  the  grounds  that  a  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  allow  such  rights. 

Native  Americans  later  pointed  out  to 
the  assembly  what  they  considered  to  be 
an  “irony”  in  that  day’s  proceedings: 
While  Native  Americans  sat  without  a 
right  to  vote,  the  conference  passed  a 
resolution  allowing  “exchange” 
delegates  from  two  Methodist  bodies 
from  outside  of  the  United  States  full 
voting  privileges  in  the  sessions. 
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Caucuses  assume  lower  profile 

Confrontation  out,  strategizing  within  the  system  in 
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ff  omen  delegates  briefed  at  special  session 

PORTLAND  —  Commission  on  Status  of  Women  president  Barbara  Thompson 
addresses  a  packed  room  of  women  in  a  special  orientation  session 
coordinated  by  the  church’s  three  groups  sometimes  considered  to  be  competitive  in 
their  approaches  to  “women  s  concerns”  —  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Caucus  and  the  commission  itself. 
■  .  TM-UMR  PHOTO  BY  CHARLES  CHAMBERS 

W omen  review  gains , 
skills  needed  for  goals 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  ‘‘General  Conference 
is  the  one  place  in  the  church  where 
women  shouldn’t  be  shy  of  being 
secretary,”  Ms.  Katherine  Wilcox  of 
Evanston,  Ill.,  told  women  delegates 
here  during  their  orientation  session  on 
“how  to  survive  General  Conference." 

Although  totally  excluded  as  heads  of 
legislative  committees,  almost  half  of  the 
executive  committee  members  of  these 
same  committees  are  women  for  the 
Bicentennial  year  session. 

With  21  percent  of  the  984  delegates 
female  —  the  largest  percentage 
ever  —  women  reminded  themselves 
they  represent  a  majority  of  the  church’s 
members,  and  a  “powerhouse  of  ex¬ 
perience”  but  they  still  have  a  long  way 
to  go. 

Demonstrating  their  unity,  women  and 
many  men  wore  yellow  to  symbolize 
women’s  rights  the  second  day  of  the 
General  Conference  as  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
presented  its  report  to  the  delegates. 

Scarves,  shirts-,  ties,  suits,  exotic 
capes,  robes  and  ribbons  blossomed  on 
the  main  floor  of  the  coliseum  and  in  the 
visitor’s  galleries.  Their  visibility  gave 
supporters  hope  that  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  would  make  permanent  the 
agency  created  on  a  temporary  basis  in 
1972  to  work  on  women’s  issues. 

Erwin  Schwiebert,  Caldwell,  Idaho 
layman  speaking  for  the  17  male 
members  of  the  commission  during  the 
last  quadrennium,  said  the  church  “risks 
canonizing  a  culture  of  the  past  unless  it 
reviews  what  Jesus  said  about  women.” 
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The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  New 
York,  drew  applause  for  her  comparison 
between  a  1928  church  legislative 
meeting  and  1976,  the  20th  anniversary  of 
the  decision  to  allow  women  to  be  or¬ 
dained  ministers  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church. 

She  reported  that  an  M.  C.  Wright  told 
the  1928  delegates  that  “the  itinerant 
ministry  ...  is  a  man’s  job.  It  takes  a 
real  he-man  to  qualify.  Riding  circuits, 
raising  steeples  among  the  hills,  building 
spires  among  the  smoke  stacks  calls  for 
the  labor  of  brawny  men.  We  must  keep  it 
so  if  we  are  to  keep  up  the  work  of  the 
fathers.” 

“I  just  hope  that  he  had  a  chance  to 
meet  the  Rev.  Margaret  Henrichsen, 
first  woman  district  superintendent,  who 
raised  seven  of  those  steeples  in  rural 
Maine,”  Ms.  Powers  said. 

However,  she  told  the  delegates,  only 
one  of  the  church’s  national  agencies  has 
Disciplinary  guidelines  for  including 
women  at  top  staff  levels,  and  three 
church  agencies  don’t  have  any  women 
in  the  top  three  levels  of  their  staff. 

The  color  yellow  became  a  symbol  of 
women’s  rights  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 
Suffragette  Dr.  Anna  Howard  Shaw 
wrote  that  her  friends  turned  out  in  force 
to  hear  her  lecture,  and  each  wore  the 
yellow  bow  that  stood  for  suffrage. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PORTLAND  —  Caucuses  —  those 
boistrous,  unofficial  special  interest 
church  groups  that  chanted,  marched  or 
carried  signs  to  command  attention  at 
recent  General  Conferences  —  have 
changed  tactics. 

The  “in”  word  for  caucus  style  this 
year  is  “strategize.”  Strategies  for  10 
caucuses  here  include  submitting  ad¬ 
vance  legislation,  watch-dogging  it 
through  legislative  committees, 
“fighting  fires”,  button-holing  delegates, 
providing  informational  briefings  and 
newsletters. 

The  most  diverse  group,  and  the  most 
concentrated  in  terms  of  objectives,  is 
the  Inter-Ethnic  Coalition  of  Caucuses 
(IECC).  The  church’s  four  ethnic  and 
racial  minorities  have  come  together 
around  the  proposed  missional  priority 
on  the  ethnic  minority  local  church  as  the 
focus  of  their  efforts.  The  coalition  in¬ 
cludes  approximately  150  Hispanics, 
Native  Americans,  Asian  Americans  and 
blacks. 

The  Rev.  Joel  Martinez,  New  York, 
said  the  coalition  is  attempting  to  keep 
delegates  informed  through  daily 
meetings  and  has  sought  the  support  of 
other  caucus  groups. 

r‘We  sense  there  is  great  resistance  at 
this  General  Conference  to  adding  any 
‘new  money’  to  World  Service,”  Mr. 
Martinez  told  TM/UMR. 

The  Gay  Caucus 

While  “gays”  have  been  a  visible 
presence  at  previous  General  Con¬ 
ferences,  this  is  the  first  year  they  are 
here  as  an  organized  caucus.  (The  U.M. 
Gay  Caucus  organized  last  July  in 
Chicago.)  Their  slogan,  based  on  some 
estimates  that  10  percent  in  any  group 
has  homosexual  leanings,  is  “one  million 
United  Methodists  can’t  be  wrong.” 

Keith  Spare,  Kansas  City,  a  U.M. 
layperson  who  is  liaison  and  press 
contact  for  the  caucus,  said  at  a  press 
conference  here  that  the  group  has  not 
submitted  any  legislation.  “We  are  here 
to  share  ourselves,”  he  said. 

“We  are  not  asking  persons  to  condone 
homosexual  actions,  nor  are  we  asking 
for  the  condoning  of  homosexuality,”  Mr. 
Spare  said.  “We  are  simply  asking  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  not  make  a 
hasty  decision  on  the  relation  of 
homosexuals  to  the  church.” 

Church  “gays”  and  “evangelicals”  are 
the  most  diametrically  opposed  groups 
here  with  both  warning  that  many  of 
their  members  will  leave  the  church  if 
their  viewpoints  are  not  in  some  way 
supported. 

‘Good  News’  Caucus 

Dr.  Robert  Sprinkle,  top  legislative 
strategist  for  the  “Good  News”  caucus  at 
the  General  Conference,  said  the 
estimated  11,000  petitions  opposing  a 
human  sexuality  study  and  changes  in 
the  church’s  “Social  Principles”  are  a 
clear  statement  of  where  church 
members  stand.  “To  violate  this  would 
be  to  break  trust  with  the  church”  he 
said. 

"Sadly,  evangelicals  are  stereotyped 
as  anti-sexual  puritans  because  they  are 


doing  the  ‘fire-fighting’  to  put  the  damper 
on  these  proposals  which  we  feel  violate 
Scripture  and  could  badly  disrupt  the 
church,”  Dr.  Sprinkle  told  TM/  UMR. 

“Evangelicals  won’t  go  away  crying” 
if  the  General  Conference  “votes  right” 
on  these  two  matters  plus  maybe 
adopts  10  percent  of  the  other  items  on 
the  “Good  News”  agenda,  the  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  minister  said. 

“This  is  the  first  organized 
‘evangelical’  presence  at  the  General 
Conference  since  1939”  he  said,  and  “it’s 
a  learning  experience  for  us.”  The 
strategist  said  "evangelicals”  have 
finally  “bothered  to  sit  down  and  figure 
out  how  the  system  works.” 

But,  if  it  weren’t  for  “fighting  fires”  on 
sexuality  issues,  Dr.  Sprinkle  said  the 
caucus  could  concentrate  harder  on 
presenting  a  “sampling”  of  an 
evangelical  agenda  to  the  church,  in¬ 
cluding  general  agency  accountability, 
optional  curriculum  materials  and 
selective  giving  options. 

The  “Good  News”  caucus  supports 
ethnic  minority  funding,  and  believes 
much  more  money  could  be  made 
available  to  this  and  other  church 
projects  through  selective  giving. 

“Evangelicals”  here  are  supporting 
the  world  hunger  priority  but  they  want  it 
to  do  more  than  feed  people.  “We  want 
both  physical  and  spiritual  hunger  ad¬ 
dressed  with  monies  going  into  the 
development  of  communities,  economic 
improvement  and  population  control,  as 
well  as  evangelism.” 

The  Women’s  Caucus 

Acclaimed  recently  as  “the  most  ef¬ 
fective  and  best  organized  caucus  ever  to 
hit  General  Conference”  (in  1972),  the 
women  say  their  basic  model  of 
operation  is  the  same  but  the  emphasis 
has  changed. 

Christine  Modisher,  associate  director 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  (U.-I1I.  Ur- 
bana),  said  “our  1972  task  was  basic 
consciousness-raising  about  the  fact  that 
there  are  women’s  issues  in  the  church.” 

While  the  1972  strategy  was  to  be 
visible  in  events,  she  said,  “we  don’t 
have  to  do  that  because  we  are  more 
visible  in  numbers  this  year,”  and  she 
believes  there  is  more  knowledgeability 
in  the  church  about  the  issues. 

Women,  through  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  (CSRW) 
the  U.M.  Women’s  Caucus  and  Women’s 
Division,  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  -developed  a  mountain  of 
legislation  for  the  delegates  to  debate. 

But  one  of  the  main  objectives  this  year 
is  to  establish  the  CSRW  as  a  standing 
commission  “at  least  until  the  year 
2000,”  or  until  women  are  represented  in 
church  structures  to  the  same  extent 
they  are  represented  in  church  pews, 
about  54  percent,  said  CSRW  chairperson 
Ms.  Barbara  Thompson,  Silver  Springs, 
Md. 

Women’s  caucus  coordinator  Judy 
Thomas,  Chicago,  said  women  are 
focusing  their  energy  on  term 
episcopacy,  women  in  theological 
education,  women  as  ministers,  the 
employment  of  lay  women  and 
enablement  of  ethnic  minority  women  to 
attend  seminary. 


Bishop  says 

Church’s  future  lies  in  rural  areas 


PORTLAND  (UMC)-The  future  of  the 
nation  and  church  will  lie  increasingly  in 
rural  rather  than  urban  areas,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  of  the 
Portland  Area  asserted  here. 

The  old  stereotypes  of  the  rural 
“hayseed”  and  city  “sophisticate”  are 
for  the  most  part  no  longer  applicable,  he 
said,  and  contemporary  forces  are 
“tilting  the  advantage  toward  the  ruraj^ 
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YOU  may  tip  the  scale 

Many  people  live  on  the  edge  of 
despair  and  hopelessness.  This  is 
true  in  your  town,  throughout  the  U.S. 
and  the  world.  It  doesn't  take  much  to 
tip  the  scales. 

A  little  medicine  might  make  them 
well. 

Education,  even  a  little,  could  open 
the  door  to  a  better  life 

Evidence  of  the  church  at  work  for 
social  justice  could  save  a  youth 
from  losing  faith  in  his  country. 

Programs  of  U.S.  churches  — 
rural  and  urban  —  influence  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  every  day. 
helping  provide  a  positive 
balance 

United  Methodists'  concern  for  per¬ 
sons  result  in  general  benevolence 
programs  that  help  tip  the  scales, 
witnessing  to  God's  concern  for  every 
individual.  Your  gift  "for  others"  does 
make  a  difference 


For  more  information 
about  general  benevolence 
programs  write 

United  Methodist 
Communications, 
1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  III.  60201 


scene  .  .  .  thus  reversing  a  trend  (of)  the 
last  hundred  or  more  years.” 

A  number  of  urban  churches  are 
sometimes  more  “rural”  or  parochial 
than  those  in  small  towns  and  com¬ 
munities  in  terms  of  their  mind-set,  he 
observed.  “Preachers  who  think  that  by 
coming  to  the  city  they  are  going  to  come 
into  a  congregation  with  great 
sophistication  and  education  and 
knowledgeability  as  compared  to  the 
countryside  are  in  for  a  rude  shock.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bishop  con¬ 
tinued,  he  has  seen  more 
“knowledgeable,  sophisticated  people  — 
Ph.Ds  and  the  like  — ”  in  the  so-called 
rural  churches  than  in  the  city  parishes. 

The  Portland  episcopal  leader  ob¬ 
served  that  improved  technology  and 
communications  are  making  it  possible 
for  business  and  industry  to  move  out  of 


the  crowded  cities.  “Where  people  have  a 
choice  about  where  they  can  live,  they 
are  going  rural,”  he  said. 

For  the  past  75  years  or  so,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  the  church  has  been  accused  of 
being  behind  the  times  because  most  of 
its  congregations  have  been  in  rural 
areas.  Today,  58  percent  of  all  United 
Methodist  congregations  are  in  com¬ 
munities  of  1,000  or  less,  he  said,  adding: 
"But  I  believe  we  now  find  ourselves  in 
the  interesting  position  of  having  lagged 
so  far  behind  the  progress  of  the  times 
that  the  cycle  of  history  has  caught  up 
with  us  again  ...  We  are  now  in  a  unique 
position  to  capitalize  on  the  movement  of 
people  over  the  next  generation  or  two 
out  of  the  cities  and  into  the  country.” 

Bishop  Tuell  was  featured  speaker  at  a 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship. 


Some  petitions  evoke  chuckles 
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TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Chuckles  are  few  and 
far  between  here  as  General  Conference 
delegates  pore  over  nearly  20,000 
petitions. 

But  some  petition  filers  have  inad¬ 
vertently  relieved  the  intense  con¬ 
centration.  For  example,  one  petition 
opposed  “the  admission  of 
heterosexuals,  bisexuals  or  homosexuals 
into  the  United  Methodist  Church.”  That 
should  clean  out  the  membership  rolls! 

Two  separate  petitions,  apparently 
from  a  husband  and  wife,  are  directly 
contradictory,  and  sound  like  the 
resolution  of  a  dead-locked  family 
argument.  The  wife’s  petition  asks  for 
approval  of  the  advertising  of  con¬ 
traceptive  techniques  and  the  husband 
submitted  a  petition  “opposing  the  ad¬ 
vertising  of  contraceptive  techniques." 

A  United  Methodist  revival  of  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  might  be  implied  from  a 
petition  suggesting  the  “rededication  of 
the  burning  cross  as  a  Christian  sym¬ 
bol.” 

One  petition  calls  for  a  book  by  U.M. 
bishops  telling  of  their  visions  of  Jesus 
and  another  suggests  that  appointments 
be  made  by  fasting  and  casting  lots. 

Someone  concerned  about  women 
ministers  entitled  that  petition  “clothing 
for  women  ministers.” 

A  retired  minister  in  Florida  sent  in 
more  than  100  petitions,  each  on  a  dif¬ 
ferent  subject.  One  suggests  a  new 


program  of  “gang  evangelism.”  Instead 
of  having  one  or  two  persons  call  on  a 
prospective  church  member,  the  petition 
suggests  a  gang  of  200  make  the  call! 
That  should  scare  a  person  either  in  or 
out  of  the  church. 

Further  delights:  “Nationalization  of 
the  alcoholic  beverage  industry,”  “cross 
of  gold  for  Christ  missions  asks  donations 
of  old  gold  to  be  melted  down,”  “deletion 
of  the  Articles  of  Religion  from  the 
Discipline,”  “change  the  wording  of  the 
Apostles  and  the  Nicene  Creed,” 
“request  seminaries  to  give  guidance  in 
opposing  prayers  for  the  dead,”  and 
establish  a  “commission  to  explore 
psychic  heritage.” 

Wesley’s  Chapel  fund 
passes  one-third  mark 

PORTLAND  (UMC)  -  Methodist 
contributions  from  the  U.S.  to  the  fund  to 
save  historic  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London 
have  passed  the  one-third  mark,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
was  told  here  today. 

John  R.  Harper,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
said  that  in  excess  of  $300,000  has  been 
received  toward  the  goal  of  $875,000.  The 
total  restoration  process  is  expected  to 
cost  several  million  dollars,  but  work  will 
be  done  in  stages  as  the  money  comes  in. 

Two  episcopal  areas  in  the  UMC  have 
reached  their  “fair  share”  goal,  Mr. 
Harper  said  —  Atlanta  and  Pittsburgh. 


A  "women’s  center”  just  inside  the 
Memorial  Coliseum  door  provides  a 
place  for  delegates  to  relax,  discuss 
issues,  or  just  to  bite  into  a  fresh  apple  or 
orange. 

The  Youth  Caucus 

Junior  and  senior  high  age  youth 
reported  to  TM/  UMR  that  they  decided 
to  maintain  a  “low-profile”  at  this 
General  Conference. 

The  main  reason  for  the  change  in 
image  is  the  shift  of  interest  among 
church  youth.  Beth  Capen,  New  York,  a 
high  school  student,  said  youth  in  1972 
had  older  brothers  or  sisters  or  friends  in 
Vietnam,  and  they  were  socially  and 
politically  active  because  it  touched  their 
lives  directly. 

Now,  she  said,  youth  interest  has 
shifted  to  personal  experience.  “We 
know  about  world  hunger  but  it  doesn’t 
directly  affect  us  like  Vietnam  did”. 

The  youth  caucus  is  most  concerned 
about  the  future  shape  of  national  level 
United  Methodist  youth  work;  their 


strategy  is  to  operate  as  “a  resource  and 
information  center." 

The  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action 

The  MFSA  is  “the  first  caucus”  or,  at 
least,  the  oldest  caucus  here,  since  it  first 
organized  in  1907  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  according  to  director 
George  McClain,  Staten  Island,  N.Y. 

The  MFSA  is  fighting  what  it  views  as 
“fuzziness”  inherent  in  both  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  world  hunger 
priority,  and  the  bishops’  proposed 
Bicentennial  objectives,  Mr.  McClain 
told  TM/UMR. 

But  a  major  concern  for  the  social 
action  caucus  is  establishment  of  an 
investigative  panel  to  look  into  rumored 
links  between  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency  (CIA)  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“We  know  the  CIA  is  still  approaching 
people,”  he  said,  “and  we  want  to 
prevent  the  UMC  from  becoming  a  ‘tool’, 
either  wittingly  or  unwittingly,  of  the 
intelligence  agency.” 


‘Mr.  Chairman  . . 

PORTLAND  —  Waving  a  bright  orange  placard  is  the  only  way  to  get  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  chair,  according  to  a  new  rule  adopted  by  the  General  Conference. 
The  rule  is  designed  to  give  every  delegate  an  equal  chance  to  be  recognized.  The 
innovation  was  tried  four  years  ago  in  Atlanta  when  delegates  the  farthest  away 
from  the  presiding  officer  complained  about  the  difficulty  of  being  recognized  at  the 
rear  of  the  assembly.  tm-umr  photo  by  Charles  chambers 
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PORTLAND  —  “Mr.  Chairman,  point 
of  order.” 

“Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  the  previous 
question.” 

“Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  for  personal 
privilege.” 

Who  keeps  all  these  requests  in  proper 
order  at  the  business  sessions  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference? 
The  bishop  who  serves  as  presiding  of¬ 
ficer.  And  with  almost  1,000  delegates, 
many  of  them  trying  to  get  the  chair¬ 
man’s  attention  at  the  same  time,  that’s 
no  small  task. 

Seated  near  the  chairman  is  the  “back¬ 
up  bishop.”  His  job  is  to  help  his 


colleague  keep  on  top  of  the  parliamen¬ 
tary  process.  Each  bishop  selected  by  the 
Committee  on  Presiding  Officers  to  serve 
as  chairman  for  a  session  follows  a 
tradition  among  the  bishops  of  asking  a 
fellow  bishop  to  sit  as  his  “back-up 
bishop.” 

At  the  end  of  the  General  Conference 
session  at  which  he  presided,  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe,  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  Area, 
thanked  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews, 
Washington,  D.  C.  Area,  for  assisting 
him.  He  noted  that  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
Bishop  Mathews  might  be  called  a 
“parliamentarian,”  but  in  Texas  he  is 
“riding  shotgun.” 


Clas 

sified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  for  blind  ads 
$1.00  per  Insertion. 

VEIT  FOUR  HAWAIIAN  islands  with  Art  and  Carol 
Mix,  missionaries  there  seven  years.  Round  trip 
Kansas  City,  all  Inclusive  except  some  meals  and 
personal  expenses.  Double.  $795;  triple,  $755.  Write 
Bax  524,  Ida.  Ks..  or  call  (318)  36S-3893  before  April 

30. 

THE  KING’S  LETTER.  Monthly  newsletter.  Every¬ 
thing,  everybody  pertaining  to  Pipe  Organs.  Or¬ 
ganists.  pastors,  music  committees.  Articles  Finding 
Honest  Consultants.  Emergency  Organ  Repairs. 
Increasing  Attendance,  etc.  Reverberations  thru 
reader-written  responses.  Write:  King’s  Letter, 

HONOR  THOSE  F AITHFUL,  older  members  of  your 
local  church,  with  a  Special  Day  and  a  Special  Pin  to 
wear  with  pride.  50-year  pins  at  $1.25.  75-year  pins  at 
$2.50.  Order  now  (before  prices  go  up)  from:  South¬ 
west  District  Offices,  United  Methodist  Church,  105 
East  E  St.,  McCook,  Nebraska  69001. 

HIWASSEE  COLLEGE  RIDING  CAMPS.  June  15-25, 
ages  8-11;  June  27-July  9,  ages  11-15.  Hlwassee  Is  a 
two  year  Methodist  College  with  a  900-acre  campus 
and  farm  In  the  foothills  of  the  Smokies,  midway 
between  Knoxville  and  Chattanooga.  Excellent  camp 
facilities  -  riding  ring,  trails,  swimming,  tennis  and 
more.  Modern  dormitories,  cafeteria  and 
professionally  trained  camp  staff.  Limited  -  60  per 
camp.  For  complete  Information  contact:  Roger 

Includes  Norway,  Sweden.  Finland,  Denmark,  with 
three  days  In  London.  July  5  departure.  Brochure 
from  Bob  Sanders.  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours, 
Box  3129,  Waco,  Texas  76707. 

VACATION  HOME  EXCHANGE  or  retirement 
home  exchange  for  United  Methodists  by  a  United 
Methodist.  For  Information  send  $1.00  to  Vacation, 
Bax  5639ME,  Bradenton,  Fla.  33507. 

vllle.  Tenn.  37354.  Phone:  (815)  422-4846. 

GROUPS  -  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  Great  Passion 

NEW  YORK-LUXEMBOURG  $359  round  trip,  8 
escorted  European  tours  from  $679.  Rent-lease  cars, 
campers.  Bus  and  train  tours.  Fly,  drive,  air,  rail, 

recreation  &  meals,  only  $11  a  person  at  KELLER’S 
COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT,  Rt.  1,  Eureka  Springs. 
Ark.  72632;  Phone  (501)  253-8418. 

campers  tours  Icelandic.  Holy  Land  charters  earn 
trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours,  2320  Chimney  Rock,  Houston. 
Tx.  77027. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  education  director  with 
emphasis  on  a  good  youth  program.  Contact  Rev.  H. 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  —  Christian  education 

resume  to  1st  UMC,  204  N.  Marshall  SL.  Hetalerson, 
Texas  75652. 

5400  Seminole  Blvd..  Seminole.  Fla.  33542. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and  comfort  of 

WANTED:  Youth  Minister  and  Minister  of  Music  for 
all  choirs.  Combination  position.  Located  In  one  of 
the  beauty  spots  of  the  world  and  a  rapidly  ex- 

your  church.  We  specialize  in  permanently  attached 
cushions.  For  Information,  contact:  Randall's 
Upholstery,  408  S.  College,  Waxahachle,  Texas. 
Phone  (214)  937-3680. 

Jr.,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  388  First  Ave.  S.. 
Naples,  Fla.  33940,  (813  )  282-1033. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby  a 
home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist  Mission 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist  Fully- 
accredited.  Co-educatlonal  two-year.  University- 
parallel.  Dedicated  faculty.  Financial  assistance. 
Maximum  enrollment:  300  students.  Strong 

service  on  your  problems.  Good  living  situation, 
warm  acceptance,  best  medical  care,  expert 
counseling  and  continuing  high  school  education. 
Call  or  write:  Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby 
Rd.,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

national  competition.  Direct  transfer  programs.  Phi 
Theta  Kuppa  (Honorary  Society)  chapter  among  top 
ten  In  nation  for  four  consecutive  years,  Cuthbert, 
Georgia  31740.  (912)  732-2171 

LEISURELY  RETIRE  IN  multi-story  old  world 
atmosphere.  Restaurant,  game  rooms,  shopping 
area  and  churches.  Rooms-efflclency-sultes.  2N.  4th, 
Temple,  Texas  754-1771  or  778-1931.  j 
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The  United  Methodist  Foundation 
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A  few  old  keepsakes,  mementoes  of 
days  gone  by,  reminding  one  of  events  or 
persons  or  deeds,  always  enrich  one’s  | 
later  years.  I  am  not  much  of  a  packrat, 
and  have  not  assembled  a  lot  of  things, 
but  there  are  a  few  meaningful  items  that 
I’ve  retained.  One  is  an  Epworth  League 
pin  from  1930;  another  is  an  old  KA 
fraternity  pin;  then  there  is  a  debate 
medal;  a  Denison  High  School  half- 
miler  award  (track);  there  is  also  a 
gold  ring,  handed  down  through  ancestors,  reminding  me  of 
persons  long  gone,  but  whose  spiritual  presence  yet  enriches. 
And  so  it  goes.  These  little  items  bring  up  memories,  and  the 
memories  produce  a  sense  of  mellowness  and  reverence. 

It  is  not  without  some  forethought  then,  that  a  memento 
which  carries  with  it  a  great  deal  of  spiritual  worth,  will  be 
made  available  to  each  of  you  on  Heritage  Sunday,  May  23. 
These  are  the  little  gold-colored  metal  medallions  that  bear  the 
symbol  and  seal  of  United  Methodism  and  the  figure  of  the 
circuit  rider  on  the  long  road.  It  is  a  little  Bicentennial  medal 


offered  to  every  person  who 
makes  it  possible  for  the  next  200  years  of 
Louisiana  Methodism  to  be  even  more 
beautiful  than  the  past  171  recorded 
years  have  been.  As  you  contribute  to  the 
estate  of  the  Foundation,  you  will  receive 
the  Bicentennial  medallion,  an  item 
which  will  undoubtedly  be  among  your 
cherished  mementoes. 

Methodism  actually  may  have  come  to 
this  state  200  years  ago.  There  are  un¬ 
confirmed  accounts  of  early  circuit 
riders  visiting  lonely  cabins  on  the  delta 
side  of  the  Mississippi  River  in  what  now 
would  be  the  Carroll,  Ouachita,  and  Ten¬ 
sas  Parishes  and  other  contiguous 
regions,  but  these  reports  have  never 
been  firmly  established.  It  is  said  that 
Methodist  preachers  came  into  that 
region  as  early  as  the  1790’s.  However, 


we  do  know  that  the  first  Protestant  ser¬ 
mon  ever  to  be  delivered  on  Louisiana 
soil  was  offered  by  a  Methodist  circuit 
rider  who  crossed  the  great  river  in  1803; 
the  documented  history  of  the  state  bears 
this  out.  Our  church  has  an  honorable 
history  in  this  state,  but  we  want  to  have 
an  even  more  effective  future  in  the  work 
of  our  Lord.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  a 
Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation  has 
been  established,  and  this  Foundation 
will  bless  the  lives  of  individuals,  the 
strength  of  conference  programs,  and 
the  effectiveness  of  many  conference  in¬ 
stitutions  for  all  time  to  come.  In  years 
ahead  the  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  will  be  the  difference  between 
victory  or  defeat  for  some  causes  of  our 
church,  and  may  provide  that  margin  of 
support  which  permits  institutions  to  sur¬ 
vive  and  thrive  rather  than  to  wither  and 
die. 

The  most  competent  body  of  Foun¬ 
dation  Trustees  has  been  assembled,  and 
the  brilliant  leadership  of  this  group  and 
their  plans  for  the  future  give  great  en¬ 


couragement.  They  are  all  serving  free 
of  charge  and  because  of  their  love  for 
the  church.  An  Executive  Director, 
professionally  employed  on  a  full-time 
basis,  is  to  be  appointed  at  this  session  of 
the  Annual  Conference.  Everything  is  in 
readiness,  and  now  each  individual  per¬ 
son  will  decide  how  he  wishes  to  help  the 
Foundation  get  started.  On  Heritage  Sun¬ 
day  every  person  who  makes  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  establishment  of  this 
Foundation  will  receive  one  of  our  Louis¬ 
iana  Annual  Conference  mementoes,  a 
beautiful  medallion  that  he  may  keep  in 
his  keepsake  box  forever  to  remember 
that  he  had  a  part  in  establishing 
something  that  lasts  for  generations. 

Of  course  funds  are  needed  to  get  the 
Foundation  started.  Already  some  per¬ 
sons  have  offered  bequests,  and  others 
are  telling  us  of  placing  the  Foundation 
in  their  wills.  But  your  part,  and  my  part, 
right  now  is  to  make  a  substantial  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Foundation.  Some  will  not  be  able  to  do 
as  much  as  they  would  like,  but  each  per¬ 


son  consults  his  own  conscience, 
searches  his  own  heart,  and  decides  what 
he  wants  to  do.  Happily,  the  fine  lay  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  conference  have  undertaken 
the  matter  of  distributing  medallions  to 
donors.  Your  district  lay  leader  and  your 
local  church  lay  leader  will  know  all 
about  this  program.  They  and  the  pastor 
will  work  out  a  method  in  your  church  for 
the  sharing  of  the  medallions.  If  you  have 
only  a  dime,  give  that,  and  you  will 
receive  your  medallion;  but  we  trust  you 
will  do  much  more.  Some  could  begin 
with  a  $1000  contribution.  Some  will  be 
able  to  give  $100. 1  hope  that  there  will  be 
a  strong  roll  call  of  heavy  givers,  but 
regardless  of  the  size  of  the  donation,  we 
want  every  United  Methodist  in  the  state 
of  Louisiana  to  make  a  gift  to  start  the 
Foundation  and  to  receive  his  Bicen¬ 
tennial  memento  that  will  forever 
remind  him  he  had  a  hand  in  guaran¬ 
teeing  200  more  years  of  great  witness  in 
our  state. 


Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
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Leading  Methodists 


speak  of  foundation 


United  Methodists  will  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  participate  in  the  newly 
formed  Methodist  Foundation,  which  will 
bless  the  future  of  the  church  in  the  same 
way  that  earlier  activities  have  enriched 
our  present.  Heritage  Sunday  is  thd 
highlight  of  the  Methodist  Bicentennial 
Celebration,  a  worship  service  which  will 
honor  the  past  and  confirm  the  future. 
Worship  services  will  include  reminders 
of  the  past,  joyful  acceptance  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  and  anticipations  of  the  future  .  .  . 
All  Methodists  will  be  celebrating  the 
heritage  which  so  richly  blesses  our  free 
nation.” 

s 

! 


Jolly  B.  Harper  (Retired  Minister, 
Louisiana  Conference):  “The  Work  of 
The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  will  become  a  fact  on  June  1, 
1976  .  .  .  This  is  a  fine  way  to  raise  addi¬ 
tional  funds  for  our  many  institutions 
which  are  in  great  need  of  assistance. 
But  I  see  the  Foundation  as  much  more 
than  that.  It  will  give  people  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  find  the  best  way  to  give 
money  and  other  resources  which  they 
wish  to  use  for  permanent  stewardship. 
Our  church  in  Louisiana  has  been  blessed 
by  the  few  isolated  instances  of  people 
leaving  part  of  their  estate  to  the  church 
or  church  institutions.  The  Foundation 
and  its  work  will  greatly  multiply  those 
who  seek  a  wider  stewardship  through 
wills,  special  gifts,  and  trust  funds.” 


Mrs.  Glenn  E.  (Virginia)  Laskey 
(Former  President  of  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church):  “Few  of  us 
have  visited  the  twenty-six  institutions 
and  agencies  connected  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana,  and  are 
unaware  of  their  names,  scope  of  activity 
and  their  needs.  Many  have  excellent 
facilities,  others  are  badly  in  need  of 
repair.  Many  have  trained  staff,  others 
are  almost  without  help,  yet  all  minister 
to  persons.  These  persons  range  from 
children  to  the  aged  and  all  look  to  the 
church  for  a  ministry  of  love  and  service. 

“A  majority  of  these  institutions  and 
agencies  are  directly  supported  by  gifts 
made  by  the  membership  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference,  by  Advance 
Specials,  funds  provided  by  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Year  after  year  most  of  us 
are  prone  to  make  our  contribution  for 
about  the  same  amount,  failing  to  realize 
that  inflation  which  has  affected  us  has 
also  plagued  our  twenty -six  institutions. 
Roofs  leak,  furniture  wears  out,  people 
need  food  and  clothing,  equipment  needs 
replacing,  staff  salaries  must  be  met,  all 
at  increased  cost. 

“The  Louisiana  Foundation  has  been 
set  up  to  see  that  our  agencies  and  in¬ 
stitutions  are  more  adequately  funded 
through  gifts,  large  and  small,  annuities, 
bequests,  memorials,  life  insurance 
policies  and  trusts.  When  invested  the 
profits  will  be  used  to  strengthen  and 
support  our  work. 

“Each  of  us  will  be  given  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  make  an  initial  gift  to  the 
Foundation  on  Heritage  Sunday,  May  23, 
1976  when  Medallions  will  be  made 
available  to  every  congregation.  It  is 
hoped  that  every  Methodist  in  Louisiana 
will  accept  one  of  these  Medallions  and 
make  a  gift  of  love  from  $2.00  to  $2,000.00 
in  recognition  of  our  200  years  of 
history.” 


zii 

T.  J.  Butler  (Member  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  The  Foundation) :  “The  Lord 
is  Good  and  His  Love  and  Mercy  en- 
dureth  forever”  is  a  phrase  that  is  often 
spoken  and  heard  by  those  of  us  who 
comprise  the  Christian  community.  We 
accept  this  as  an  extension  for  us,  but 
what  about  our  extension  for  Him,  His 
church  and  its  program?  We  are  now  be¬ 
ing  given  an  opportunity  to  extend 
ourselves  for  the  benefit  of  others  in  a 
tangible  way  through  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  .  .  . 
We  may  share  as  God  has  prospered  us 
through  gifts  of  money,  property,  an¬ 
nuities,  wills,  legacies,  life  insurance 
policies,  etc.  No  gift  is  too  small  or  too 
large.  We  need  everyone  to  share  in  this 
project  of  service  to  others.  Won’t  you 
join  with  us  in  the  extension  of  God’s 
Love  and  Blessings  to  us  by  sharing  in 
this  most  worthwhile  undertaking?” 


o 


Winfred  T.  McBride  (Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  The  Oklahoma  United  Methodist 
Foundation):  “The  Oklahoma  United 
Methodist  Foundation  began  15  years 
ago.  It  was  set  up  as  a  vehicle  to  accept 
gifts  for  any  Methodist  cause.  Its  purpose 
is  to  promote  wills,  trusts,  special  gifts, 
annuities,  etc.  We  do  not  push  people.  We 
educate  them.  It  has  been  a  great  suc¬ 
cess.  In  these  15  years  the  Foundation 
has  generated  $80  for  each  $1  given  by 
the  Conference  for  budget.  Wills  amoun: 
ting  to  $30,000,000  have  been  procured.  A 
half  million  in  annuities  and  other  gifts 
one  day  will  go  to  institutions  and  chur¬ 
ches.  March  of  1976  was  the  greatest 
month  with  $1 .476,000  processed !  ” 


Trustees  for  the  United  Methodist 


Foundation  of  Louisiana 


£  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT: 

Col.  Ruffin  Gray 
ft  205  Marcel  Street 

Natchitoches,  La.  71457 

Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  £ 

Box  4782  ft 

Monroe,  La.  71201 

Mr.  Roane  E.  Hathorn 
ft  P.O.Box  263 

£  Pineville,  La.  71360 

Mr.  W.  D.  Cotton  ft 

Box  857  ft 

Rayville,  La.  71269  ft 

£  Mr.  John  C.  Wagnon 

ft  5708  Mildred  Drive 

£  Alexandria,  La.  71301 

Mr.  Haynes  L.  Harkey,  Jr.  ft 

P.  O.  Drawer  1791  J 

Monroe,  La.  71201  £ 

•ft  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson 

ft  1703  Alexander  Drive 

£  Alexandria,  La.  71301 

:•  BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT: 

ft  Mr.  Jones  S.  Davis 

£  2633  Kleinert  Avenue 

•ft  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70806 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT:  ft 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  ft 

1915  American  Bank  Building  £ 

200  Carondelet  Street  £ 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130  ft 

Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss  £ 

3900  St.  Charles  Avenue 

New  Orleans,  La.  70115  ft 

:j:  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 

£  P.  O.  Box  1349 

Mr.  Harold  D.  Brennand  ft 

1104  Nashville  Avenue 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 

New  Orleans,  La.  70115  ft 

Mr.  Leslie  McKenzie 
ft  312  S.  Lakeshore 

ft  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70808 

Mr.  Allen  L.  Brown 

2059  Abundance  £ 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70122 

•:  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire 

$  10230  Mollylea 

•:  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70815 

Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  ft 

849  Cos  Boulevard  ft 

La  Jolla,  California  92039  ft 

•j  HAMMOND  DISTRICT: 

£  Mr.  T.  J.  Butler 

•:  P.  O.  Box  482 

£  Franklinton,  La.  70438 

RUSTON  DISTRICT:  £ 

Mr.  G.  W.  James,  Jr.  ft 

Drawer  0  ft 

Ruston,  La.  71270  ft 

•ft  Mr.  Ford  Graham 

P.  O.  Box  939 
•ft  Hammond,  La.  70401 

Judge  C.  A.  Marvin 

105  Pearl  Street  ft 

Minden,  La.  71055  ft 

*  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Matheny 

£  P.O.Box  221 

•j;  Hammond,  La.  70401 

Dr.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  ft 

Box  1383  ft 

Ruston,  La.  71270  ft 

$  LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT: 

Rev.  James  J.  Caraway 
*  600  Claymore  Drive 

ft  Lafayette,  La.  70501 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT:  ft 

Mr.  Paul  M.  Brown  ft 

302  Linden  £ 

Shreveport,  La  .71104  ft 

ft  Mr.  John  E.  Coleman,  Jr. 

X  P.  O.  Box  592 
ft  Franklin,  La.  70538 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  ft 

Head  of  Texas  Street  £ 

Shreveport,  La.  71101  ft 

£  Mr.  Wayne  Gilmore 
£  P.O.  Drawer  72 
•ft  Opelousas,  La.  70570 

Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway  ft 

3522  Madison  Park  ft 

Shreveport,  La.  71104  ft 

ft  Mr.  Jimmie  P.  Owen,  Sr. 
ft  605  Bayou  Parkway 
£  Lafayette,  La.  70501 

>j  LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT: 
j:  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr. 

:£  915  Tenth  Street 

•:  Lake  Charles,  La.  70601 

Mr.  George  D.  Nelson  ft: 

c/o  Centenary  College  |ft 

2770  Fairfield  Avenue  £ 

Shreveport,  La.  71106  ft 

Mr.  Cecil  E.  Ramey,  Jr.  * 

P.  O.  Drawer  B  ft 

Shreveport,  La.  71161  ft 

ft  Mr.  W.  B.  Lawton 

j:  c/o  Calcasieu  Marine  National  Bank 

ft  Rt  2,  Box  816,  Sulphur,  La.  70663 

Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith 

6201  East  Ridge  ft 

Shreveport,  La.  71106  ft 

:•  Mr.  Joe  T.  Miller 
£  3400  Holly  Hill  Road 

£  Lake  Charles,  La.  70601 

Mr.  J .  Hugh  Watson  ft 

637  Albemarle  Drive  £ 

Shreveport,  La.  71106  £ 

£  MONROE  DISTRICT: 

•ft  Mr.  Kent  Anderson 

X  c/o  American  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 
ft  1500  N.  18th  St. ,  Monroe,  La.  71201 

£  (The  Trustees  listed  above  were  nominated  by  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  ft 

£  and  the  Cabinet.  During  the  year  they  have  finalized  the  establishment  of  The  ft 

&  Foundation.  They  must  be  confirmed  by  the  1976  Session  of  the  Annual  Con -  ft 

ference.)  ft 

•V.v.v.v.w.v.v.v,viv.v.v.v.v.v.*.v.v;v;*;*;' 

Extra  page  this  week 


This  week’s  edition  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  carries  additional 
important  news  events.  You  will  find  on 
page  6  additional  Foundation  in¬ 
formation.  which  will  be  valuable  to  keep 
as  reference  along  with  this  page.  Also, 
you  will  find  church  news. 

A  picture  featuring  our  Louisiana 
General  Conference  Delegation  also 
appears.  We  are  grateful  to  the  Rev.  L. 


Ray  Branton,  our  Director  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  COM  and  an  alternate  delegate 
to  general  Conference  for  his  very  fine 
coverage  of  events. 

Next  week’s  edition  will  carry  a 
special  story  on  General  Conference 
prepared  by  Ray.  Also,  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  will  summarize  important 
legislation  on  the  Conference. 


i 


Foundation  Office  to  be  opened 


Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  has  announced  that  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  will 
be  in  operation  with  offices  in 
Shreveport,  after  June  1st,  1976.  On  July 
1st,  the  office  will  open  in  Suite  1010  in 
Mid-South  Towers  in  downtown 
Shreveport.  Prior  to  that  time,  all 
correspondence  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Director,  P  O.  Box  4303,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  71104. 

In  placing  the  office  in  a  downtown  lo¬ 
cation,  the  Trustees  and  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Foundation  felt  that  it 
was  wise  to  relate  the  office  to  the 


financial  center  of 
Shreveport.  It  was 
the  judgment  of  the 
Trustees  and  the 
Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  that  an  indepen¬ 
dent  location  would 
better  serve  the 
needs  of  clients  of 
the  Foundation  and 
better  relate  it  to  all 
of  the  United  Methodist  institutions  in  the 
state  The  office  staff  will  include  the 
Executive  Director  and  one  secretary- 
office  manager. 


From  the  Chairman ,  Hoard  of  Trustees 


Shelby  L.  Smith  speaks 


of  the  F oundation 


“On  June  1,  1976  a  very  important  new 


program  of  The  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  The  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana,  will  begin  its  work.  It  is 
the  belief  of  the  thirty-six  Trus  ees  of  the 
Foundation  that  the  program  will  be  a 
very  successful  one.  We  believe  that  the 
United  Methodist  people  of  Louisiana 
will  take  pride  in  and  welcome  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  extended  stewardship  of 
their  accumulated  possessions.  Through 


gifts  and  bequests  to  the  Foundation, 
they  will  greatly  contribute  to  the  added 
support  of  the  many  institutions  and  pro¬ 
grams  in  this  state  that  are  supported  by 
our  Conference. 

“As  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Trustees, 
I  am  pleased  to  be  associated  with  the 
beginning  of  such  an  important  under¬ 
taking  for  the  Methodists  of  Louisiana.  It 
is  a  real  joy  and  pleasure  for  me  to  work 
with  Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  the  first  Executive 
Director  of  the  Foundation;  he  is  a 
dedicated  person  for  this  program.  With 
your  thoughts  and  prayers  his  task  will 
be  an  easy  one.  By  my  own  personal  ex¬ 
perience,  I  have  known  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  support  programs  such  as  this  have 
had  in  other  Methodist  Conferences.  I 
know  the  Methodist  people  of  Louisiana 
will  be  loyal  and  devoted  to  this  new  pro¬ 
gram,  and  I  am  confident  that  in  time 
The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  will  be  a  real  asset  to  our  Con¬ 
ference.” 

Shelby  L.  Smith 

President,  Board  of  Trustees 


What  is  the  Foundation? 


The  newly  formed  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  is  a  tax  exempt 
corporation,  designed  to  encourage  the 
Methodist  people  of  Louisiana  to  be  good 
stewards  of  their  material  resources  for 
the  benefit  and  support  of  our  many  Con¬ 
ference  institutions  and  agencies  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  purpose  of  the  Foundation  is  well 
stated  in  the  Articles  of  Incorporation. 

"The  general  purpose  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  is  to  receive  gifts,  bequests,  and 
trusts,  and  to  administer  the  same  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Annual  Conference  agen¬ 
cies,  institutions,  and  local  churches,  and 
causes  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Louisiana,  and  carry  on  an  effective  pro¬ 
gram  of  education  for  the  purpose  of  in¬ 


spiring  the  Methodist  people  of  Louisiana 
to  be  good  stewards  of  their  present, 
future,  and  accumulated  resources.” 

The  Foundation  will  encourage  the 
members  and  constituents  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  to  make 
wills,  special  gifts,  both  large  and  small, 
to  the  Foundation  or  some  Conference  in¬ 
stitution.  It  will  assist  persons  who  desire 
it,  to  establish  trust  funds,  annuities,  and 
make  life  insurance  policies  in  favor  of 
the  Foundation.  The  Foundation  is 
prepared  to  receive  any  sort  of  gifts, 
such  as  stocks,  bonds,  real  estate,  or  any 
other  negotiable  property.  All  profits 
made  on  funds  belonging  to  the  Founda¬ 
tion  will  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  Con¬ 
ference  institutions. 


Can  the  Foundation  help  you? 

Please  indicate  your  interest  by  checking  one  or  more  of  the  following: 

_  I  would  like  to  have  more  general  information  about  the  Foundation. 

_ _  I  need  assistance  in  making  or  changing  my  will. 

_  I  need  to  know  more  about  Trust  Funds  so  that  I  can  receive  a  favorable  in¬ 
come  from  my  investments  for  my  lifetime  and  make  a  substantial  gift  to 
the  Foundation. 

_  I  need  to  know  how  I  can  effect  a  considerable  tax  saving  each  year  by 

giving  to  the  Foundation. 

—  I  need  to  know  more  about  estate  planning  so  that  at  my  death  I  can 
minimize  estate  taxes. 

_  I  need  to  know  how  I  can  give  greatly  appreciated  stocks  and  bonds  to  the 

Foundation  and  realize  their  market  value  without  taxes. 

I  need  information  on  how  I  can  help  my  local  church  in  my  will. 

_  I  need  to  know  just  how  to  draw  up  my  will  so  as  to  remember  my  favorite 
United  Methodist  institution. 

_  I  need  information  on  how  the  Foundation  can  help  my  local  church  to 

receive  a  favorable  income  from  investments. 

I  would  like  a  friendly  visit  from  the  Foundation  director. 


Name 


Address 

Phone  Number _ 

Mail  to:  Rev.  ClydeS.  Clark 

P.O.Box  4303 

Shreveport.  Louisiana  71104 
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Kathy  LaPoint 

California-Nevada  Conference 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Mr.  Chairman >  is  a  motion  in  order?” 

Diverse  members  of  an  inclusive  church  speak  their  minds 


Bishop  Jack  Tuell 
Portland  Area 


George  A.  Wright 
South  Georgia  Conference 


Doris  M.  Handy 

Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 


John  E.  Stumbo 
Kansas  East  Conference 


MAY  14, 1978 


Susie  English 
Oklahoma  Conference 


General 

By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  Long  before  the  1976 
General  Conference  ended  at  2  a.m.  last 
Saturday,  delegates  and  observers  were 
noting  a  marked  contrast  between  this 
year’s  assembly  and  other  meetings  of 
United  Methodism's  top  legislative  body 
during  the  past  decade.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  it;  this  General  Conference  turned 
a  comer. 

Among  the  words  used  to  describe  the 
1976  assembly  were:  “responsible,” 
“regressive,”  "responsive  to  the  local 
church,”  "conservative,”  and  “com¬ 
mitted  to  the  status  quo."  Depending 
upon  one’s  point  of  view,  the  shift  from 
creating  bold  new  emphases  and 
positions  to  conserving  and  consolidating 
previous  emphases  and  positions  is 
either  much  welcomed,  much  regretted 
—  or  merely  accepted  as  “a  sign  of  the 
time  in  which  we  live.” 

Negative  reactions  to  the  conference’s 
accomplishments  were  tempered  by  the 
knowledge  that  delegates  to  this  General 
Conference  worked  longer  and  harder  — 
with  an  impossible  overload  of  proposals 
to  be  considered  —  than  any  in  recent 
memory.  With  sessions  beginning  early 
each  morning  and  interrupted  only  by 
short  breaks  for  meals,  delegates  stayed 
in  session  until  11  :Q0  p.m.  each  night  until 
Friday  when  they  stuck  it  out  until  after  2 
a.m.  In  the  end,  there  was  something  for 
almost  everyone  to  feel  good  about  and  to 
feel  frustrated  about  in  the  General 
Conference’s  decisions. 

Three  dominant  undercurrents 

Three  dominant  undercurrents  per¬ 
meated  the  work  of  this  General  Con¬ 
ference:  (l)a  sense  of  responsibility  to 
represent  the  feelings  of  the  church’s 
grassroots;  (2)  a  wrestling  with 
questions  of  authority  at  the  general 
church  level;  and  (3)  an  overriding  con¬ 
cern  with  how  to  raise  and  spend  the 
church’s  money  responsibly.  Both  of  the 
latter  undercurrents  were  significantly 


The  mood  of  the  1 976  General  ('.onference 


New  directions  set  for 
UMC  youth  organization 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  Opposing  viewpoints  on 
how  a  national  youth  organization  should 
be  put  together  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  collided  here  last  week.  When  the 
dust  settled,  a  new  “convocation  style” 
of  youth  ministry  emerged  with  the 
approval  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference. 

After  an  impassioned  debate, 
dominated  by  youth  —  who  were  num¬ 
bered  among  voting  delegates  for  the 
first  time  in  General  Conference  history 
—  the  conference  £cUttj&d  iH43/  con¬ 
troversial  “council  on  youtli'mi^stries’’ 
in  favor  of  what  was  termed  a  “broad- 
based”  youth  organization. 

While  persons  on  both  sides  of  the 
debate  claimed  to  represent  the  “mind” 
of  rank  and  file  youth,  it  became  obvious 
early  in  the  fray  that  the  real  argument 
was  between  youth  active  in  the  present 
United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  (UMCYM)  and  youth  from 
some  annual  conferences  who  have  felt 
“left  out”  of  the  UMCYM  structure. 

Speakers  supporting  the  ultimately 
approved  “youth  convocation"  style  of 
organization  said  their  opposition  to  both 
the  present  UMCYM  and  the  restructur¬ 
ing  proposal  presented  by  that  group 
centered  on  the  following  points:  (1)  The 
youth  organization  needs  to  be  “more 
accountable”  to  grassroots  youth.  The 
youth  claimed  they  have  no  “lines  of 
input”  to  the  present  UMCYM  and  ac¬ 
cused  that  organization  of  being  con¬ 
trolled  by  a  few  youth,  who  do  not 
represent  “grassroots"  young  people: 
(2)  The  “issue  behind  the  issue”  seemed 


to  be  dissatisfaction  over  controversial 
positions  taken  during  the  past  four  years 
by  the  present  UMCYM  —  particularly 
positions  supporting  the  causes  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  the  church. 

Speakers  supporting  the  defeated 
“council”  style  of  organization  opposed 
the  complete  scuttling  of  the  UMCYM 
structure  because:  (1)  They  viewed  it  as 
an  attempt  by  the  general  church  to  gag 
youth  because  of  statements  made  on 
controversial  issues;  (2)  They  feared 
that  a  new  structure  would  include  less 
representation  by  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  persons.  (Present  UMCYM  by¬ 
laws  require  that  half  of  its  25  elected 
members  be  from  minority  groups.) 

By  approving  the.  new  “convocation” 
style,  the  General  ’Conference  created 
two  basic  national  units  of  youth 
organization:  (l)A  national  youth 
convocation  to  meet  every  two  years. 
Each  annual  conference  will  elect  two 
youth  and  one  adult  representative  to  the 
convocation;  (2)  A  national  youth 
steering  committee  to  be  elected  by  the 
convocation.  The  steering  committee  will 
include  24  youth,  one  adult  coordinator 
from  each  of  the  denomination’s  five 
jurisdictions,  one  bishop  and  staff 
members  from  several  national  church 
boards. 

W  was  further  stipulated  that  if  the 
steering  committee  employs  an 
executive  staff,  that  staff  must  be  elected 
by  the  General,  Bqar0  of  Discipleship. 

The  present  UMCYTVI  will  hold  its  last 
meeting  in  December  of  this  year,  and 
the  new  structure  will  take  effect  im¬ 
mediately  after  that  meeting. 


Conference  undoubtedly 


linked  to  input  received  by  the  delegates 
from  “the  church  back  home.”  Coupled 
with  an  awareness  that  the  UMC  has  lost 
one  million  members  during  the  past 
decade,  these  undercurrents  served  to 
create  restraint  and  caution  in  the 
actions  taken  by  the  body. 

‘Local  Church  Power’  asserted 

The  1976  General  Conference  was 
dominated  by  a  broadly-based  assertion 
of  “local  church  power.”  Previous 
meetings  have  dealt  with  such 
phenomena  as  “black  power,”  “em¬ 
powerment  of  women  and  ethnic 
minorities,”  and  “youth  empowerment.” 
Other  assemblies  have  passed  sweeping 
resolutions  on  a  wide  variety  of  con¬ 
troversial  public  issues.  The  approach 
followed  by  these  meetings  was  to  do  and 
say  what  the  delegates  felt  was  in  order, 
and  then  to  explain  and  “sell”  the 
General  Conference’s  actions  to  the  rest 
of  the  church. 

In  this  year’s  meeting,  delegates 
arrived  having  already  heard  the  views 
of  the  church’s  members.  This  was  most 
dramatically  illustrated  in  relation  to  the 
issue  of  human  sexuality/  homosexuality 
(see  stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  The 
awareness  of  grassroots  feeling  was 
similarly  apparent  in  nearly  all  of  the 
General  Conference’s  actions;  the  first 
priority  in  this  conference  seemed  to  be 
the  delegates’  determination  to 
demonstrate  a  responsiveness  to  local 
church  concerns. 

A  number  of  resolutions  on  social 
issues  were  passed  —  mostly  reaffirming 
or  extending  positions  previously  taken 
—  but  such  actions  occupied  a  relatively 
minor  portion  of  the  conference’s  time 
and  attention. 


“life  term”  to  a  “limited  term,’ 
delegates  reaffirmed  the  bishops  as  the 
chief  superintendents  of  the  church’s 
spiritual  and  temporal  life  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  A  recognition 
that  trimming  the  bishops’  authority  and 
tenure  would  indirectly  increase  the 
general  boards’  power  also  influenced 
the  decision  against  “term  episcopacy.” 

A  number  of  actions  were  taken 
specifically  to  call  the  general  boards 
and  agencies  to  accountability.  Some  of 
these  actions  —  such  as  a  requirement 
that  agencies  keep  records  regarding 
their  advocacy  roles  and  involvement  in 
coalitions  to  affect  social  change,  and 
provide  information  about  same  to  local 
churches  upon  request  —  ffiJB  serve]  to 
bring  the  church’s  agencjes  and  fhe 
grassroots  into  a  closer  and  hehltjiier 
relationship.  Other  actions  r^'shchjds  a 


requirement  that  all  persons  hired  to 
executive  positions  in  general  agencies 
be  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  will  likely  prove  to  be  un¬ 
necessarily  restrictive  and  counter¬ 
productive. 

On  balance,  the  General  Conference 
reaffirmed  United  Methodism’s  con- 
nectional  system  —  including  general 
boards  and  agencies  —  but  asserted  that 
the  boards  and  agencies  must  reflect  a 
greater  sensitivity  to  grassroots  con¬ 
cerns  than  in  the  past. 

Discussion  of  money  stifles 
discussion  of  issues 

The  1976  General  Conference  spent  an 
uncommon  amount  of  time  and  energy 
attempting  to  “hold  the  line”  on  in¬ 
creases  in  financial  apportionments. 
This  effort  reflected  an  awareness  that 


Restrictions  on  general  agencies 
The  1976  General  Conference  generally 
reaffirmed  the  authority  of  the  church's 
bishops,  and  took  several.  actions  to 
restrict  the  authority  of  the  UMC’s 
general  boards  and  agencies.  In  refusing 
to  change  the  election  of  bishops  from 


Commission  on  women  is 
granted  permanent  status 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PORTLAND —  In  the  slow  moving 
early  days  of  General  Conference  debate, 
a  flash  of  excitement  accompanied  the 
decision  to  make  permanent  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Strong  statements  of  support  as  well  as 
calls  for  scrapping  the  commission 
marked  the  debate. 

:  The  stated  purpose  of  the  commission, 
|  established  in  1972  as  a  four-year  agency, 
iis  to  challenge  the  church  at  all  levels  to 
‘  “the  full  and  equal  responsibility  and 
participation  of  women  in  the  total  life 
and  mission  of  the  church,  sharing  fully 
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in  power  and  policy  making.” 

The  debate  produced  a  field  of  orange 
placard-waving  delegates  trying  to  get 
the  floor  after  Pat  Stroman,  a  phar¬ 
maceutical  representative  from  Waco, 
Texas,  said  that  because  of  “the  divisive 
and  abrasive  nature  of  the  commission” 
he  could  not  support  its  continuation. 

Even  more  volatile  was  the  assertion 
by  George  Wright,  a  retired  pharmacist, 
Tifton,  Ga.,  that  “women  know  their  role 
and  earn  their  status  in  the  church.” 
Further,  he  opposed  the  continuation  of 
the  commission  on  the  basis  that  “world 
hunger  demanded  an  austerity  lifestyle 
for  the  church"  and  that  the  work  of  the 
commission  was  supposed  to  have  been 
completed  in  four  years. 

The  Rev.  C.  Wilbume  Hancock,  also  of 
South  Georgia,  tried  to  amend  the  report 
by  adding  an  evangelistic  effort  to 
recruit  United  Methodist  Men  in  the 
church.  This  was  ruled  out  of  order 
because  it  mixed  different  concerns. 

Strong  statements  of  support  and 
commendation  for  the  national  level 
agency  came  from  several  annual 
conference  level  commission  leaders: 
Kathryn  Carroll  of  the  California-Nevada 
Conference  and  Joan  Wilshusen,  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas. 

Describing  a  change  of  heart,  the  Rev. 
Billy  Starnes,  President  of  Martin 
College  in  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  said  he  came 
to  the  conference  with  the  conviction  the 
church  had  adequate  structures  already 
to  handle  women’s  concerns.  But  he  said 
he  learned  “the  church  does  not  have  any 
other  adequate  structure  to  properly 
handle  the  advocacy  concerns  this 
commission  tackles.” 

Much  of  the  debate  centered  on  a 
proposed  amendment  by  Reta  Barto,  lay' 
delegate  from  Reading.  Pa.,  which  would 
have  continued  the  Commission  only  for 
the  1977-80  quadrennium  on  the  grounds 
that  all  commissions  should  be  renewed 
quadrennially. 

Barbara  Thompson,  chairperson  of  the 
commission,  stated  “the  job  is  not  done" 
and  would  not  likely  be  done  until  the 
turn  of  the  century.  The  amendment  was 
defeated. 

Two  women  from  Zaire,  speaking  in 
the  Kiswahili  language,  expressed 
gratitude  for  inclusion  of  the  Central 
(overseas)  Conferences,  saying,  r‘It  is 
wise  and  good  for  us  to  help  one  ano¬ 
ther.”  Kat  Namwan  of  the  Southern 
Zaire  Conference  said  that  “the  work  for 
women  has  already  begun  in  America. 
We  pray  for  the  women  of  America  to 
teach  us  also.”  Appearing  with  her  was 
Mujinga  Kamwashi  of  the  Northern 
Shaba  Conference  of  Zaire 


‘turned  a  corner’ 


most  congregations  are  struggling  to 
meet  their  local  and  connectional 
obligations  in  a  time  of  high  inflation.  But 
it  also  served  to  stifle  discussion  of  a 
number  of  high  priority  issues  facing  the 
General  Conference  and  the  rest  of  the 
church. 

The  “missional  priorities”  —  world 
hunger,  ethnic  minority  local  churches 
and  evangelism  —  were  assumed  to  be 
valid  almost  from  the  moment  the 
General  Conference  opened  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  Consequently 
there  was  very  little  discussion  of  the 
missional  priorities  themselves.  Almost 
all  of  the  discussion  focused  on  how  best 
to  fund  the  priorities  rather  than  on  the 
urgency  of  the  needs  to  be  met. 

Despite  the  past  year’s  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  effort  to  promote  voluntary 
contributions  from  individuals  and  local 
churches  to  alleviate  world  hunger,  little 
attention  was  given  to  this  method  of 
challenging  the  church’s  membership  to 
increased  giving.  The  discussion  came 
down  to  whether  the  new  priorities 
should  be  funded  through  the  World 
Service  apportionment  or  a  new 
“missional  priorities  apportionment"  — 


either  of  which  is  likely  to  be  regarded  as 
an  increased  “tax”  by  local  churches. 

In  the  end,  talk  of  “holding  the  line” 
gave  way  to  numerous  actions  which  will 
significantly  increase  apportionments  to 
annual  conferences  and  local  churches 
beginning  in  1977. 

‘We  have  a  lot  worth  conserving’ 

Many  persons  were  frustrated  by  this 
General  Conference’s  failure  to  issue  any 
stirring  new  challenges  to  the  church’s 
membership.  Many  others  believe  the 
assembly’s  new  responsiveness  to  the 
views  of  people  in  the  pew  will  decrease 
alienation  and  help  to  create  a  positive 
new  “working  together”  atmosphere 
between  local  churches  and  the  church’s 
connectional  agencies. 

Asked  about  comments  that  the 
General  Conference  was  “conservative,” 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  Washington 
D.C.  spoke  for  many  when  he  said:  “Yes, 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  conservatism, 
but  our  church  has  a  lot  that  is  worth 
conserving.  I  think  the  General  Con¬ 
ference’s  conserving  efforts  were  largely 
responsible,  and  I  believe  our  church  is 
ready  to  move  forward  positively  into  the 
future.” 


Final  charge  to  delegates: 
‘March  forth,  preach  gospel9 


PORTLAND  (UMC)  —  Assured  that 
they  had  been  sensitive  to  the  “church 
back  home,”  United  Methodists  from 
around  the  world  were  urged  here  to 
“retool”  their  enthusiasm  and  “march 
forth. ..to  preach  the  Gospel.” 

“  We  have  received  the  charge  and  the 
only  way  is  to  obey,"  Bishop  W.  Kenneth 
Goodson  of  Richmond,  Va.,  told  the 
concluding  moment  of  the  church’s  top 
law-making  body,  quoting  a  poem  by 
Bishop  Sante  U.  Barbieri  of  Buenos 
Aires.  Because  of  the  2  a.m.  ad¬ 
journment,  Bishop  Goodson  did  not 
deliver  his  address,  but  said  it  would  be 
printed  in  the  conference  journal. 

The  Virginian,  installed  15  days  ago  as 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops,  was  the  final  speaker  of  the 
General  Conference  which  opened  April 
27.  Almost  1,000  delegates  and  several 
thousand  .visitors  attended  the  sessions. 

“Surely  you’ve  come  to  the  Kingdom 
for  such  a  time  as  this,”  asserted  Bishop 
Goodson  as  he  ticked  off  the  “missional 
priorities”  confirmed  for  the 
denomination  during  1977-80  —  ethnic 
minority  local  churches,  world  hunger 
and  evangelism. 

He  cautioned,  however,  against 
“play(ing)  church”  with  the  issues. 

“If  all  we’ve  got  to  say  is  ‘hold  the  fort,’ 
then  it  won’t  be  long  until  there’s  no  fort 
to  hold.” 

World  hunger,  Bishop  Goodson  said, 
means  “to  look  at  this  poor  starving 
world  and  ache,  and  hurt,  and  proclaim 
‘such  as  I  have,  give  I  unto  you;  ’  ”  —  but 
not  to  give  “our  money  (and)  wait  to  hear 
it  fall  into  the  cup.” 

“That  kind  of  a  priority  is  not  a 
program  —  it’s  a  sickness.” 

Turning  to  another  issue,  the  church 
leader  declared  that  “no  other 
Protestant  church  in  America  is  more 
uniquely  equipped  than  are  we  to  face  the 
problem  and  the  dilemma  of  the  ethnic 
minority  church  and  make  it  a 


challenge.” 

Again  he  cautioned,  however:  “Don’t 
applaud  when  you  hear  it  sung  unless 
deep  inside  you  the  melody  of  your  soul 
can  sing,  ‘We  shall  overcome  some  day’ 
.  .  .  soon.” 

Turning  to  the  third  of  the  priorities  set 
here,  the  bishop  stressed  that  evangelism 
should  not  be  made  “a  program  ...  a 
gimmick  .  .  .  (with)  red  and  blue  but¬ 
tons.”  Instead,  he  said:  “Offer  them 
Christ.” 

On  a  final  point,  Bishop  Goodson  asked 
for  less  “fretting”  about  structure. 

“Many  Protestant  churches  wish 
heartily  for  an  itinerant,  structured 
connectional  support  system  like  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  he  said.  “Let 
us  affirm  it  —  not  attack  it.” 

You’re  Never 
Too  Old 
To  Hear  Better 

Chicago,  Ill.  -  A  free  offer  of 
special  interest  to  those  who  hear 
but  do  not  understand  words  has 
been  announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  of  its  kind  will  be  given 
absolutely  free  to  anyone  answering 
this  advertisement. 

Send  for  this  non-operating  model 
to  see  how  tiny  hearing  help  can  be. 
It’s  yours  to  keep,  free.  The  actual 
aid  weighs  less  than  a  third  of  an 
ounce,  and  it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one 
unit.  j 

These  models  are  free,  so  write  for 
yours  now.  Thousands  have  already 
been  mailed,  so  write  today  to  Dept. 
4435,  Beltone  Electronics  Corp.,  4201 
W.  Victoria  St.,  Chicago  Illinois 
60646. 

(An  advertisement) 


A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  ’round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 


^Jower) 


Bradenton 
Florida 

lisjUDLrda,  Doo! 


ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4lh  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 


An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non 
sectarian  in  its  benefits. 
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PORTLAND  —  “Freedom  now”  calls  out  Joe  Walker,  who  was  one  of  a  group  of 
youth  from  Corvallis,  Ore.,  who  presented  General  Conference  delegates  and 
visitors  with  a  sound  and  music  depiction  of  the  history  of  human  rights  and  freedom 
in  America  here  May  2.  The  Bicentennial  theme  program  was  written  and 
choreographed  by  Greg  Lindsay  of  Corvallis,  Oregon. 
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6 Become  crazy  about 
world,’  speaker  says 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PORTLAND  —  ‘‘It  is  a  crazy  world” 
but  unless  Christians  become  “crazy” 
about  our  world,  we  will  not  likely 
survive,  the  president  of  Kent  State 
University  told  approximately  6,000 
General  Conference  delegates  and 
visitors  here. 

Dr.  Glenn  A.  Olds,  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  spoke  at  the  special  Oregon- 
Idaho  observance  which  also  featured  a 
multi-media  production  celebrating 
Methodism’s  pioneer  beginnings  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest. 

“The  paradox  of  our  time  is  that 
Christian  liberty  has  settled  into  con¬ 
ventionality,”  Dr.  Olds  said.  This  kind  of 
thinking  is  far  from  the  “divine  mad¬ 
ness”  of  the  early  Christians  who  broke 
with  convention,  challenged  power, 
afflicted  the  comfortable;  and  were 


spontaneous,  free,  architects  of  new  life 
and  institutions. 

Dr.  Olds  said  “the  trends  to  which  we 
cling  are  suicidal.” 

The  college  president  said  “the  Chris¬ 
tian  worries  over  the  lack  of  caring  for 
kids  in  a  nation  that  seems  to  care  more 
for  guns  and  butter.” 

He  said'a  “Christian  understands  that 
the  care  for  and  education  of  the  young  is 
among  the  first  of  the  tasks  of  steward¬ 
ship.”  That  is  why  the  Wesleys  viewed 
colleges  and  universities  as  the  strongest 
strategy  for  cultivating  personal  and 
social  change  agents  who  link  piety  and 
sound  learning. 

Finally,  Mr.  Olds  said  Christians  “in 
a  climate  of  idolatry”  should  claim 
the  dependable  and  cosmic  relationship 
to  God  which  will  free  them  to  the  divine 
madness  which  can  remake  the  world. 


Money  has  last  word  as 
final  gavel  comes  down 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  Money  caused  most  of 
the  debate,  and  by  the  time  the  final 
gavel  hammered  down  on  the  1976 
General  Conference  here  last  week  little 
disagreement  could  be  found  with  the 
observation  that  money  had  the  last 
word. 

It  was  money  which  had  caused  the 
most  heated  debates.  It  was  money 
which  had  caused  the  most  intricate 
political  maneuvering.  It  was  money 
which  ultimately  caused  the  conference 
to  separate  what  it  wanted  to  do  from 
what  it  could  do,  and  learn  to  live  with  it. 

The  traditional  shootout  between 
persons  advocating  new  church 
programs  and  those  responsible  for 
raising  the  money  to  support  those 
programs  ended  the  way  it  usually  does: 
Financial  officers  were  bemoaning  the 
fact  that  the  denomination’s  annual 
budget  had  exceeded  their  highest 
recommendations  (up  $7.6  million  from 
the  current  mark).  Program  officials 
were  complaining  that  their  efforts  had 
been  hobbled  by  inflexible  finance  of¬ 
ficials  who  were  unwilling  to  approve 
adequate  funding. 

On  both  sides  of  the  battle  lines  there 
were  victories,  coupled  with 
corresponding  defeats.  The  skirmishes 
were  too  plentiful  to  recall  in  detail,  but 
each  side  could  claim  at  least  one  battle 
won. 

On  the  finance  side,  the  line  was  held, 
for  the  most  part,  on  the  ceiling  financial 
officers  had  set  for  “World  Service” 

Conference  opposes 
all  gambling  forms 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Growing  legalization 
and  state  promotion  of  gambling  was 
officially  “deplored"  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  meeting  here  last  week  and 
members  were  admonished  to  abstain 
from  such  activities. 

Further,  local  churches  were  told  that 
they  are  “expected”  to  abstain  from  all 
raffles,  lotteries  and  games  of  chance  for 
any  purpose. 

Reaffirming  its  traditional  anti- 
gambling  stance,  the  delegates  approved 
the  statement  by  what  appeared  to  be  a 
unanimous  vote.  The  statement  con¬ 
cluded  by  calling  for  members  to 
“protest  all  forms  of  gambling  carried  on 
in  our  communities." 


funds.  (“World  Service”  is  the  basic  fund 
used  to  support  the  church’s  regular 
program.  It  is  collected  by  “ap¬ 
portionments”  —  fixed  askings  from 
local  churches  through  annual  con¬ 
ferences.) 

Even  though  that  “backbone”  church 
fund  had  been  raised  from  $23.5  million  a 
year  to  just  short  of  $25  million,  the  final 
amount  approved  did  not  exceed  what 
financial  officials  considered  collectable. 
In  addition,  the  fund  had  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  “defended”  from  attempts  to 
increase  it  sizeably.  Most  noteable  of 
those  attempts  came  from  persons 
supporting  the  new  programs  to  aid 
ethnic  minority  local  churches.  An  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  place  $2  million  for 
that  program  under  World  Service  in 
order  better  to  guarantee  those  funds 
would  be  raised  —  rather  than  depending 
heavily  on  voluntary  forms  of  giving. 

Among  those  persons  advocating  the 
program  side,  two  noteable  victories 
were  won:  (1)  A  special  “apportioned” 
fund  for  evangelism  won  $125,000  a  year 
financing  for  the  next  four  years.  (2)  The 
national  agency  responsible  for  church¬ 
wide  communications  efforts  (the  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications) 
managed  to  gain  approval  for  $600,000  a 
year  to  improve  the  denomination’s 
communications  system  both  inside  and 
outside  church  walls.  Funding  was 
previously  denied  by  financial  officers, 
but  gained  approval  on  a  motion  from  the 
rloor  of  the  conference. 

With  the  General  Conference  over,  only 
the  fund  raising  remains.  Congregations 
in  United  Methodism’s  39,000  local 
churches  across  the  United  States  each 
will  be  asked  to  contribute  a  share  of 
$54.4  million  the  national  church  says  is 
needed  to  operate  for  each  of  the  next 
four  years. 

That’s  $7.6  million  a  year  more  than 
churches  were  assessed  by  the  national 
church  each  of  the  past  four  years  and 
$13.8  million  more  than  was  actually 
given. 

In  addition,  United  Methodists  will  be 
asked  to  give  other  voluntary,  “second 
mile"  funds  to  the  Advance  Special 
program  to  provide  a  major  portion  of 
the  funding  for  new  church-wide 
priorities  on  world  hunger  and  the  crisis 
in  the  denomination’s  ethnic  minority 
local  churches.  Although  figures  for  this 
program  are  yet  to  be  set  by  the 
“Advance  Committee,”  nearly  everyone 
concedes  that  asking  will  considerably 
top  the  $5  million  income  mark  reached 
in  1975. 


Homosexuality  stance  unchanged 

General  Conference  reaffirms  Social  Principles  position 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  Following  nearly  two 
years  of  explosive  debate  across  the 
church,  United  Methodism’s  1976 
General  Conference  overwhelmingly 
rejected  proposals  to  change  the 
denomination’s  stance  regarding 
homosexuality  which  was  adopted  in 
1972. 

Most  of  the  debate  here  centered  on 
proposals  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  to  delete  from  the 
church’s  Social  Principles  statement  the 
phrase  “We  do  not  condone  the  practice 
of  homosexuality  and  consider  this 
practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.”  The  board  had  proposed  to 
replace  this  phrase  with  the  following: 
“We  welcome  all  persons  regardless  of 
sexual  orientation  into  the  fellowship  and 
membership  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and,  we  insist  that  all  persons 
are  entitled  to  have  their  human  and  civil 
rights  ensured.” 

After  extensive  and  intensive  debate, 
the  proposed  changes  were  decisively 
defeated  —  first  in  a  legislative  sub¬ 
committee,  then  in  a  full  legislative 
committee,  and  finally  by  the  entire 
General  Conference. 

The  debate:  pro  and  con 

Speaking  to  the  full  conference  against 
the  change,  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  a 
Wesleyan  scholar  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas,  said:  “Besides  being 
contrary  to  biblical  interpretation  of 
sexuality  and  the  whole  tradition  of 
Christian  ethics,”  evidence  from  the 
various  sciences  that  homosexual 
liaisons  are  “positively  good  and 
humanly  fulfilling”  is  “far  from  solid.” 
Dr.  Outler  warned  that  approval  of  the 
proposed  changes  would  be  “a  foolproof 
recipe  for  irreversible  disaster  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

Speaking  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
changes,  Dr.  Leigh  Roberts,  a  Madison, 
Wis.  pyschiatrist  and  United  Methodist 
lay  leader,  chided  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  for  its  fear  of  the  word 
“homosexual.”  He  stated:  “In  actuality, 
persons  with  a  homosexual  orientation 
differ  from  those  with  a  heterosexual 
orientation  only  in  one  way  and  that  is  in 
terms  of  their  sexual  interest  pattern  — 
not  even  necessarily  their  genital 
behavior.”  Dr.  Roberts  compared  the 
church’s  current  fear  of  homosexuality 
with  the  all  encompassing  fear  of  com¬ 
munism  which  raged  during  the 
McCarthy  era  of  the  1950’s.  He  urged  that 
the  General  Conference  adopt  the 
proposed  change. 

Delegates  also  allowed  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  “United  Methodist  Gay 
Caucus”  to  address  the  assembly  briefly. 
Mr.  Keith  Spare  of  Reserve,  Kan.,  told 
delegates  that  there  are  many 
homosexuals  in  the  UMC  —  most  of  them 
“invisible”  —  and  urged  the  General 
Conference  to  adopt  a  stance  of  “open 
ness”  rather  than  negation  toward 
persons  with  a  homosexual  orientation. 

The  grassroots  influence 

Despite  the  emotionally  charged 
debate  on  both  sides  of  the  issue,  another 
factor  appeared  to  affect  the  delegates 
more  decisively  than  anything  which  was 
said  on  the  floor  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  That  factor  was  a  total  of  more 
than  12,000  petitions  from  individual 


members,  church  groups  and  annual 
conferences  urging  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  not  to  express  approval  or 
neutrality  toward  homosexual  behavior. 

These  petitions  grew  out  of  a  prolonged 
churchwide  debate  which  has  raged 
since  1974  when  some  groups  within  the 
church  began  indicating  an  intention  to 
petition  the  1976  General  Conference  to 
adopt  a  permissive  position  regarding 
homosexuality. 

In  the  end,  the  General  Conference 
preserved  the  1972  Social  Principles 
statement  on  human  sexuality  virtually 
intact.  In  addition  to  its  refusal  to 
“condone”  homosexual  behavior  and  its 
labeling  of  such  behavior  as  “in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching,” 
that  statement  affirms:  “Homosexuals 
no  less  than  heterosexuals  are  persons  of 
sacred  worth,  who  need  the  ministry  and 
guidance  of  the  church  mjheir  struggles 
for  “Human  fulfillment,  as  well  as  the 
spiritual  and  emotional  care  of  a 
fellowship  which  enables  reconciling 
relationships  with  God,  with  others  and 
with  self.  Further  we  insist  that  all 
persons  are  entitled  to  have  their  human 
and  civil  rights  ensured.” 

Other  related  actions 

In  other  qctions  related  to  the  human 


sexuality/  homosexuality  issue,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference: 

•  Rejected  a  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  proposal  to  replace  the  Social 
Principles  statement  “Sex  between  a 
man  and  a  woman  is  only  to  be  clearly 
affirmed  in  the  marriage  bond”  with  “we 
believe  human  sexuality  is  fulfilled  in 
enduring  mutually  supportive  relation¬ 
ships.” 

•  Approved  replacement  of  the  sen¬ 
tence  in  the  Social  Principles  which  said 
“We  do  not  recommend  marriage  be¬ 
tween  two  persons  of  the  same  sex”  with 
the  sentence  “We  do  not  recognize  a 
relationship  between  two  persons  of  the 
same  sex  as  constituting  marriage.” 

•  Refused  to  approve  a  churchwide 
commission  to  study  human  sexuality 
and  issue  recommendations  based  on  its 
findings  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
(see  related  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

•  Rejected  as  unnecessarily  harsh 
and  judgmental  a  large  group  of  petitions 
which  would  have  added  a  “condemna¬ 
tion”  of  homosexuality  to  the  Social 
Principles  statement. 

•  Rejected  a  large  group  of  petitions 
which  would  specifically  prohibit  the 
ordination  of  homosexuals,  and  approved 
instead  a  “Resolution  on  Character  and 
the  Ordained  Ministry”  which  will  be 


’A  very  tall  delegate’ 

PORTLAND  —  “I  recognize  the  very  tall  man  in  the  rear”  said  the  presiding 
bishop  after  Federal  District  Judge  Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston  climbed  on  his  chair 
and  waved  two  fluorescent  orange  cards  to  gain  access  to  the  floor  of  the  General 
Conference  meeting  here  last  week.  At  the  time  he  “grew  taller,”  Judge  Seals  was 
competing  with  approximately  50  other  delegates  for  recognition  to  speak. 
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Attempt  to  limit  terms  of  bishops 
defeated,  but  other  changes  pass 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  By  a  two-to-one  vote 
United  Methodist  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference  here  declared  they 
wanted  to  continue  to  elect  the  church’s 
bishops  to  office  for  life. 

The  hour-long  debate  climaxed  a 
discussion  across  the  church  that  began 
with  an  announcement  ten  months  ago 
that  a  petition  would  ask  the  General 
Conference  to  limit  the  time  a  person 
could  service  as  bishop  to  eight  years.  A 
four-year  study  commission  recom¬ 
mended  continuation  of  the  tradition  to 
elect  bishops  for  life,  but  seven  of  the  39 
commission  members  disagreed  and 
originated  the  minority  report  for  “term 
episcopacy.” 

The  625-345  vote  against  the  amend¬ 
ment  for  an  eight  year  term  apparently 
settled  the  tenure  issue.  The  debate  was 
said  to  be  the  first  serious  discussion  of 
the  issue  at  a  General  Conference  since 
1844,  although  it  was  learned  later  that 
the  former  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  considered  the  issue  in  the  early 
1930s. 


“The  size  of  the  minority  vote  indicates 
a  great  deal  of  discontent  over  the  style 
of  episcopal  leadership,”  Dr.  Merlyn  W. 
Northfelt,  Evanston,  Ill.,  chairperson  of 
the  study  commission  told  TM/  UMR. 
“But  the  size  of  the  majority  vote,”  he 
added,  “indicates  a  basic  understanding 
of  and  commitment  to  the  importance  of 
the  office  of  bishop  as  differentiated  from 
the  person  in  the  office.” 

Dr.  Louise  Branscomb,  a  reserve 
delegate  from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and 
one  of  the  original  signers  of  the  minority 
proposal,  told  TM/.  UMR  “we  are  a 
remnant,  a  very  respectable  remnant  at 
35  percent  of  the  votes  cast.  We  believe 
term  episcopacy  will  come  eventually 
and  move  us  toward  a  balanced  church  to 
serve  God  and  people.” 

While  the  issue  of  “term”  or  “life” 
tenure  was  the  focus  of  much  concern, 
several  other  significant  changes 
relating  to  bishops  were  enacted.  The 
period  a  bishop  can  stay  in  one  area  was 
lowered  from  12  to  eight  years.  The  age  a 
bishop  must  retire  was  dropped  two 
years  to  between  66-70  years  of  age, 
depending  on  the  bishop’s  birth  date  and 


Conference  song  leader  offers 
song  titles  for  weary  delegates 


published  as  a  footnote  to  the  section  on 
ordination  in  the  “Discipline.”  This 
lengthy  resolution  points  to  the  historic 
questions  of  character  asked  of  can¬ 
didates  for  the  ministry,  outlines  the 
eight  steps  a  candidate  for  the  ministry 
ipust  go  through,  affirms  Scripture  as  the 
primary  source  and  guideline  for  doc¬ 
trine,  and  refers  specifically  to  the  Social 
Principles  statement  regarding  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

•  Approved  a  petition  prohibiting  any 
United  Methodist  board,  agency,  com¬ 
mission  or  committee  from  using  church 
funds  to  “promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality.” 

•  Approved  a  resolution  directing 
agencies  of  the  church  to  “utilize  human 
resources  and  expend  and  disburse  funds 
only  in  support  of  those  programs  (which 
are)  consistent  with  the  Social  Principles 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Special  study 
of  sexuality 
is  rejected 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
PORTLAND  —  All  proposals  calling 
for  a  churchwide  study  of  human 
sexuality  during  the  1977-80  quadrennium 
\#ere  rejected  here  last  week  by  United 
Methodism's  1976  General  Conference. 

Studies  proposed  by  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  and  other  groups  —  with  price 
tags  ranging  from  $58,000  to  $320,000  — 
were  voted  down  by  large  margins. 

In  place  of  a  churchwide  study, 
delegates  approved  by  a  narrow  margin 
(477-446)  a  recommendation  that  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  provide  “an  inventory  of 
resources”  which  local  congregations 
may  use  “to  conduct  studies  and  develop 
ministries  in  the  area  of  human 
sexuality”  during  the  next  four  years. 

These  resources  are  to  come  from  a 
wide  variety  of  “professional,  ex¬ 
periential  and  philosophical  per¬ 
spectives,”  and  are  intended  ‘to  enable 
local  congregations  to  deepen  their 
understanding  of  the  ethical,  theological 
and  Scriptural  foundations  of  human 
sexuality  in  Christian  perspective.” 
Proponents  of  the  approved  study  ex¬ 
pressed  hope  that  it  would  aid  local 
congregations  in  developing  ministries 
that  are  “uniquely  suited  to  the  needs  of 
persons  in  each  congregation  and 
community.” 

An  aspect  of  the  study  process  will  be 
reception  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  of  findings  reported  by  local 
congregations  from  their  studies,  and 
distribution  of  these  findings  through 
“The  Interpreter”  magazine. 

More  than  1400  petitions  from  across 
the  church  urged  the  General  Conference 
to  refuse  approval  of  any  type  of  study  on 
human  sexuality.  This  fact  influenced 
both  rejection  of  the  various  churchwide 
study  proposals  on  human  sexuality,  and 
the  close  vote  on  the  refocused  voluntary 
study  of  human  sexuality  by  local  con¬ 
gregations. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  As  the  final  session  of 
the  1976  General  Conference  passed  the 
hour  of  midnight  last  Friday  evening, 
with  a  considerable  volume  of  material 
still  to  be  considered,  most  delegates 
were  exhausted. 

The  conference’s  song  leader,  Carlton 
Young,  who  sat  through  every  session  to 
lead  hymn-singing  on  call,  managed  to 
keep  his  sense  of  humor  and  to  amuse 
members  of  an  equally  exhausted  press 
corps. 

Looking  toward  the  eventual  end  of  the 
marathon  session  which  began  16  hours 
earlier,  Mr.  Young  offered  a  tongue-in- 
cheek  list  of  songs  the  delegates  might 


sing  as  a  parting  act.  Included  on  the  list 
were:  “And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?,”  “We’ve 
Only  Just  Begun,”  “Art  Thou  Weary,  Art 
Thou  Languid?,”  “Talk  With  Us  Lord,” 
“Morning  is  Broken,”  “There’s  Got  to  Be 
a  Morning  After,”  “Light  of  the  World 
We  Hail  Thee,”  and  “The  Strife  is  O’er.” 

When  adjournment  finally  arrived  at 
2:05  a.m.  Saturday,  all  jokes  were  put 
aside,  plans  for  singing  closing  hymn  ( “O 
For  a  Thousand  Tongues”)  were 
abandoned,  and  Bishop  Dwight  Loder 
dismissed  the  1500  weary  delegates, 
alternate  delegates  and  visitors  with  the 
words:  “God  has  been  in  this  place 
because  you  have  been  aware  of  His 
presence." 


the  date  of  the  jurisdictional  conference. 
(The  five  jurisdictional  or  regional 
conferences  meet  once  every  four  years 
following  the  General  Conference  to  elect 
bishops,  among  other  matters,  and  ap¬ 
point  them  to  episcopal  areas.) 

While  applauding  the  excellent  work 
accomplished  by  the  study  commission, 
the  conference  rejected  its  proposal  to 
establish  a  “committee  on  the  epis¬ 
copacy”  at  the  General  Conference 
level  with  power  to  move  bishops  across 
jurisdictional  lines.  The  legislative 
committee  which  dealt  with  the  com¬ 
mission  report  was  called  back  into 
session  to  rewrite  the  report  deleting  all 
reference  to  that  new  committee.  The 
conference  later  approved  the  report 
when  those  functions  were  transferred 
back  to  the  several  jurisdictional  com¬ 
mittees  on  the  episcopacy. 

Dr.  Northfelt  said  the  conference 
seemed  content  not  to  create  any  “super¬ 
committee”  above  the  jurisdictional 
level  nor  to  encourage  the  assignment  of 
bishops  across  jurisdictional  lines. 

A  late  evening  attempt  to  eliminate  the 
commission’s  recommendation  to  create 
a  district  committee  on  the  district 
superintendency  was  defeated.  This 
committee  will  be  similar  to  the  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committee  in  the  local 
church  which  offers  support  and 
evaluation  to  the  pastor.  The  action  left 
intact  the  recommendation  from  the 
study  commission  to  continue 
jurisdictional— and  create  annual  con¬ 
ference — committees  related  to  the 
bishop. 

Among  other  commission  proposals 
which  were  adopted  were: 

•  Annual  conferences  may  nominate 
persons  to  the  jurisdictional  conference 
for  election  to  bishop. 

•  Ministers  may  not  serve  more  than 
12  years  as  District  Superintendents 
during  their  career. 

•  Voluntary  retirement  and 
resignation  procedures  for  bishops  were 
simplified. 


First  U.S. 

Printing 
in  100 
Years 


Now  for  the  first  time  in 
more  than  100  years  the  com¬ 
plete  Memoirs  of  the  Wesley 
Family  by  Adam  Clarke  is 
being  reprinted  in  the  U.S. 

This  unabridged,  660  page 
edition  is  an  exact  reprint  of 
the  Second  American  Edition, 
containing  hundreds  of  per¬ 
sonal  letters  and  poems  written 
by  the  Wesleys-many  not  pub¬ 
lished  in  any  other  volume.  A 
must  for  every  Methodist  .  .  . 
every  Christian. 

SAVE  20% 
Normally*  14.95 
SALE  PRICE  11.95 

Order  your  copy  from: 

ftm  iioo9nlJ)tiblicitiorB 

VanHooser  Publications 
P.O.  Box  856  •  Taylors.  SC  29687 
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Church  sets  ‘missional’ concerns 

Hunger ,  minority  churches ,  evangelism  named  Hop  priority 9  items 


Weary  delegate  finds  some  rest 

PORTLAND  —  Fatigue  overcame  this  General  Conference  delegate  as  the  last 
session  wound  down  to  the  2  a.m.  adjournment  on  Saturday  morning  of  May  8.  In  his 
closing  address  to  the  delegates  Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Richmond  Area,  con¬ 
gratulated  them  for  "unusual  loyalty  in  standing  by  through  all  the  sessions." 

Bishop  Goodson  described  the  two-week  meeting  here  as  "the  finest  session"  he 
had  ever  attended.  TM/  UMR  PHOTO  BY  CHARLES  CHAMBERS 

Church  mass  media  to 
get  dollar 6 transfusion 9 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Beefing  up  church 
communications  efforts  in  mass  media  to 
help  interpret  the  denomination’s  world 
hunger,  evangelism,  and  ethnic  minority 
agenda  was  supported  here  last  week  by 
General  Conference  delegates. 

A  sum  of  $600,000  is  to  be  raised  annual¬ 
ly,  by  means  of  a  special  apportionment, 
to  help  the  United  Methodist  Church  "put 
its  message  before  the  world." 

After  being  unanimously  defeated  by 
both  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  the  proposal  was  resur¬ 
rected  and  voted  on  the  floor  after 
several  stirring  speeches. 

The  Rev.  Blaine  Taylor,  Worcester, 
Mass.,  said  "if  we  mean  what  we  say  in 
establishing  church  priorities,  we  have  to 
under-write  communications.  We  can’t 
do  more  than  put  a  ‘band-aid’  on  world 
hunger  needs  as  United  Methodists, 
alone,  but  through  effective  mass  media 
we  can  involve  the  world  in  this  need." 

Other  speakers  said  it  was  time  United 
Methodists  viewed  communications 
media  as  a  missional  arm  of  the  church. 

In  addition  the  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  a  communications  resolution  — 
called  "the  church  in  a  mass  media 
culture." 

The  resolution  calls  on  leaders  in  mass 
media  to  recognize  their  power  in  society 
and  to  use  that  power  responsibly. 

The  sweeping  document  asserts  that 
technologies  and  devices  of  mass  media 
—  particularly  radio,  television,  motion 
pictures,  newspapers,  books  and 
magazines  —  are  amoral. 

"It  is  the  structures  created  for  utiliza¬ 
tion.  and  the  messages  carried  or  omit¬ 
ted.  which  move  the  media  into  the  area 
of  values.  The  church  must  be  a  constant 
questioning  participant  in  the  presence 


of  these  structures,”  the  document  says. 
It  calls  on  church  persons  to  be  involved 
in  every  aspect  of  communication 
systems. 

The  resolution  affirms  "the  right  and 
responsibility  of  media  professionals  to 
determine  the  societal  and  moral  content 
of  mass  media"  but  condemned  those 
who  use  media  for  human  exploitation  — 
such  as  pornography,  emphases  on 
violence,  self-indulgence,  sex-role 
stereotyping  or  discriminatory  employ¬ 
ment  practices. 

The  special  request  for  funds  stemmed 
from  a  periodical  publication  study 
ordered  last  year  following  the  demise  of 
the  general  magazine,  ‘‘United 
Methodists  Today.”  The  communication 
study  originally  identified  an  annual 
financial  need  of  about  $2.3  million,  but  it 
was  trimmed  first  to  $1.5  million,  and 
then  to  $600,000. 


More  news  next  week 

General  Conference  actions  on 
diaconal  ministries,  world  peace, 
national  health  care  issues,  ecumen¬ 
ical  concerns,  Dennis  Banks,  South 
Africa,  the  local  church,  lay  pastors, 
and  other  pertinent  decisions  not 
reported  this  week  will  be  included 
in  next  week’s  issue  of  TM/UMR. 


By  BUD  HERRON  and 
SHARON  MIELKE 

PORTLAND  —  World  hunger,  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  and  evangelism 
were  named  the  top  concerns  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  for  the  next 
four  years  here  last  week.  Local  chur¬ 
ches  across  the  nation  will  be  asked  to 
raise  a  combined  total  of  more  than  ten 
and  a  half  million  dollars  a  year  during 
1977-80  to  pay  for  programs  dealing  with 
the  concerns. 

In  addition,  the  denomination’s  top 
legislative  body  —  which  has  been 
meeting  here  for  12  days  to  set  church 
law  and  policy  for  the  next  four  years  — 
voted  to  promote  all  three  "missional 
priorities”  under  one  common  theme: 
"Committed  to  Christ  —  Called  to 
Change.” 

The  objectives  hoped  for  in  the  three 
concerns  are  to: 

•Reverse  the  membership  ‘crisis’  in 
ethnic  minority  local  churches  through 
beefed  up  recruitment  and  training  for 
lay  and  clergy  leadership,  special 
resources  and  scholarships; 

•Help  alleviate  world  hunger  through 
an  attack  on  its  basic  causes ; 

•Intensify  local  church  evangelism 
programming  and  church  school 
development  to  halt  the  erosion  of 
membership. 

Of  the  total  amount  to  be  raised  for  the 
priorities  —  $5  million  will  go  to  world 
hunger  alleviation,  $5.5  million  will  be 
used  to  strengthen  the  UMC’s  local  chur¬ 
ches  with  predominantly  ethnic  minority 
memberships,  and  the  final  $125,000  will 
go  to  evangelism  efforts. 

None  of  the  three  priorities  was  op¬ 
posed  from  the  floor  of  the  conference  on 
the  basis  of  content,  but  methods  of 
financing  the  concerns  drew  con¬ 
siderable  debate. 

The  most  heated  argument  came  over 
the  funding  method  proposals  for  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  priority. 
Persons  who  originally  drew  up  the  pro¬ 
posal  —  and  most  delegates  who  are 
members  of  ethnic  minority  groups  — 
argued  that  $2  million  of  their  asking 
should  be  raised  as  a  part  of  World  Ser¬ 
vice.  (World  Service  is  the  basic  fund  of 
the  church,  raised  through  "appor¬ 
tionments”  from  the  local  churches  and 
not  through  designated,  voluntary  giv¬ 
ing.) 

On  the  other  side,  national  church 
financial  officers  resisted  such  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  World  Service  asking  and 
advocated  placing  the  asking  under  a 
separate  "apportioned  benevolence” 
apart  from  World  Service.  This  proposal 
was  eventually  approved  by  the 
conference. 

Minority  church  effort  funded 

The  'crisis’  in  United  Methodism’s 
ethnic  minority  local  churches  is  two¬ 
fold,  leaders  say.  First,  there  is  a 
steadily  deepening  loss  of  members.  The 
gap  between  mushrooming  ethnic 
minority  populations  and  lagging  church 
growth  is  estimated  to  be  several  times 
greater  than  the  growth  gap  for  the 
church  as  a  whole. 

Second,  recruitment  and  training  of  lay 
and  ministerial  leadership  has  not  kept 
pace  with  church  needs.  Leadership  is 
aging  and  is  not  being  replaced  fast 
enough. 

United  Methodist  have  been  proud  to 
have  the  largest  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
stituency  of  any  predominantly  white 
mainline  denominations,  and  these 


Conference  sets  position 
on  drug  related  issues 
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TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
PORTLAND  —  A  call  for  the  removal 
of  "felony  penalties”  for  possession  of 
“small  amounts”  of  marijuana  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  United  Methodism’s  top 
legislative  body  here  last  week  as  a  part 
of  a  lengthy  position  statement  on  drug 
and  alcohol  concerns. 

The  resolution  did  not,  however,  call 
for  legalization  of  marijuana  and  strong¬ 
ly  stressed  that  its  recommendation  to 
remove  "felony  penalties”  does  not  im¬ 
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Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
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advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
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CHRISTIAN  YOUNG  WOMAN  desires  full-time 
position  In  Methodist  Church.  Highly  experienced  as 
organist,  choir  director,  teacher  and  secretary. 
Write  to  Position,  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75221. 

FOR  SALE:  Electric  Hospital  Bed.  6  mos.  old.  $600. 
(214)  351-4745  Evenings. 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  —  Christian  education 
position  open.  Seminole  United  Methodist  Church. 
5400  Seminole  Blvd.,  Seminole.  Fla.  33542. 

HIWASSEE  COLLEGE  RIDING  CAMPS.  June  15-25, 
ages  8-11;  June  27-July  9.  ages  11-15.  Hlwassee  Is  a 
two  year  Methodist  College  with  a  900-acre  campus 
and  farm  In  the  foothills  of  the  Smokies,  midway 
between  Knoxville  and  Chattanooga.  Excellent  camp 
fadllUes  -  riding  ring,  trails,  swimming,  tennis  and 
more.  Modern  dormitories.  cafeteria  and 
professionally  trained  camp  staff.  Limited  -  60  per 
camp.  For  complete  Information  contact-  Roger 
Callls.  Camp  Director;  Hlwassee  College.  Madlson- 
vllle.  Tenn.  37354.  Phone:  (615)  422-4846. 

UNUSUAL  EUROPEAN  TOUR:  September  ninth. 
Meet  people  where  they  live  as  we  stay  In  Bed-and- 
Breakfast  Houses  some  nights.  Arrtve  home  without 
being  exhausted.  Much  leisure  time.  Brochure: 
Reverend  Ray  Grossman,  Anona  United  Methodist 
Church.  13233  Indian  Rocks  Road,  Largo.  Florida 

33540 

SPEND  PLEASANT  HOURS  at  Hartley  Towers  - 
Retirement  Residence  Rooms  -  efficiency  -  suites. 
Near  churches  -  shopping  area.  Temple,  Texas. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to  East  and 
West  Berlin.  Wittenberg.  Leipzig.  Erfurt.  Eisenach. 
Worms.  Heidelberg.  Bern.  Basel.  La-isanne.  Geneva 
departing  Dallas.  October  4.  Brochure  from  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129.  Waco.  Texas 
76710. 

OPPORTUNITY  FOR  PERSON  In  field  of  education 
of  local  church.  Salary  negotiable.  Write  or  call  Billy 
Wilkinson,  Minister.  St.  Luke’s  UMC.  3011  W. 
Kansas.  Midland.  Texas.  79701.  915  —  694-2571 

WANTED:  FULL  TIME  Financial  Secretary. 
PART-TIME  -  Music  Director.  San  Jacinto  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  3729.  Amarillo.  Texas.  79106. 

DELUX  MOTOR  COACH  lours  with  experienced 
escorts,  prices  Include  everything  except  noon  day 

policy  -  Grand  Ole  Opry  -  July  23  departure.  4  days 
$150.  California  Circle  tour  -  2  departures  June  and 
July.  15  days  $525.  Eastern  Canada  -  Gaspe  Penin¬ 
sula  -  New  England.  June  25  departure,  also  Sep¬ 
tember  Foliage  departure.  19  days  $753.  Pacific 
Northwest.  August  7  and  8  departure.  22  days  $860. 
New  England  fall  foliage.  September  27.  13  days. 
$545.  Write  for  brochure  and  day  by  day  details:  Dan 
DIpertTour.  Box  580.  Arlington.  Tex.  76010.  (817  )  265- 
2236. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone (817)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas 76059 

ply  "approval  or  encouragement”  of  its 
use. 

In  other  parts  of  the  resolution,  church 
members  were  encouraged  to  abstain 
from  drinking  alcoholic  beverages  and 
smoking  tobacco.  It  also  warned  against 
overuse  of  such  prescription  drugs  as 
tranquilizers,  sleeping  pills,  and  diet  pills 
and  urged  members  not  to  experiment 
with  such  “mind  expanding”  drugs  as 
LSD. 

The  section  of  the  resolution  dealing 
with  marijuana  drew  the  bulk  of  the  floor 
debate  as  some  delegates  attempted  un¬ 
successfully  to  change  the  words  “felony 
penalties"  to  “imprisonment  penalties” 
and  specifically  to  define  the  term 
“small  amount”  to  mean  one  ounce  or 
less  of  marijuana. 

The  approved  resolution  states  that  the 
decision  to  favor  removal  of  felony 
penalties  for  possession  of  small 
amounts  of  the  drug  is  made  out  of  "ra¬ 
tional  and  humane  principles.”  The 
statement  says  that  such  penalties  are 
out  of  proportion  with  the  seriousness  of 
the  act  being  punished.  It  says  the 
“social  cost  in  wrecked  lives  and 
careers”  and  in  “wasted  law  enforce¬ 
ment”  far  “outweigh  the  harm  caused  by 
misuse  of  the  drug.” 

Other  General  Conference  actions 
dealing  with  drug  and  alcohol  concerns 
included: 

•Passage  of  a  resolution  to  ask  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission  to  require 
that  written  warnings  about  the  use  of 
alcoholic  beverages  be  printed  on  the 
packaging  of  all  such  beverages. 

•A  call  for  an  end  to  all  commercial 
advertising  of  tobacco  and  alcohol  pro¬ 
ducts. 

•A  plea  for  the  medical  profession  to 
use  "special  care”  in  prescription  of 
sedatives  and  stimulants  (sleeping  pills 
and  "nerve"  pills). 

•A  call  for  church  members  to  limit 
smoking  "in  our  churches  and  in  other 
public  facilities  in  the  support  of  the  right 
of  non-smokers  to  clean  air.” 


churches  will  get  a  boost  during  the  next 
four  years. 

But  the  refusal  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  fund  the  ethnic  local  church 
priority  through  World  Service  was  a  big 
disappointment  to  minority  leaders  who 
viewed  the  method  of  funding  as  a 
statement  of  the  church’s  lack  of  depth 
commitment. 

Herb  Henderson,  a  trial  lawyer  from 
Huntington,  W.  Va.,  said  "everybody 
knows  World  Service  is  the  basic, 
mainline  fund  of  the  church.  The  action 
of  the  white  church  means  they  don’t 
want  us  to  be  full  participants  in  the  main 
life  of  the  church.”  He  predicted  the 
receipts  would  be  so  low  through  the 
arrangement  that  any  one  conference 
would  be  lucky  to  get  a  couple  thousand 
dollars. 

"A  complete  put-down  of  minority 
hopes,  and  a  bunch  of  lies  about  this  way 
raising  more  money,”  said  the  Rev.  Eli 
Rivera,  Haverstraw,  N.Y.  pastor.  He 
pointed  to  the  poor  track  record 
currently  for  ethnic  projects  in  second- 
mile  Advance  Specials  giving.  Receipts 
are  about  16  percent  of  goals. 

The  Rev.  Stanley  De  Pano,  Seattle, 
Wash.,  said,  symbolically  the  funding 
pattern  adopted  means  the  white  church 
continues  to  view  its  “colorful  people  as 
problems  and  not  as  resources”  — 
resources  which  could  well  be  the 
church’s  salvation  in  membership 
growth.  He,  among  other  leaders, 
pointed  to  the  enormous  growth  potential 
among  minority  populations. 

Diane  Moats,  chairperson  of  the  Native 
American  caucus,  Los  Angeles,  said  the 
church  is  "helping  a  problem,  but  it’s  not 
a  priority.  It  should  be  called  a  ‘missional 
option.’  ” 

Spokespersons  for  the  minorities 
agreed  there  would  not  be  a  mass  with¬ 
drawal  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  but  leaders  predicted  "survival” 
instead  of  “growth.” 

Dr.  Carl  Fields,  New  York,  the  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  special  task  force  which 
researched  the  "crisis  situation”  and 
helped  draw  up  the  original  request  for  $5 
million  annually  from  World  Service, 

Bicentennial 
note:  mix  in 
repentance 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
PORTLAND  —  A  “Bicentennial 
Resolution”  passed  here  last  week  by  the 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  urges  church  mem¬ 
bers  to  not  leave  “repentance”  out  of 
their  celebrations  of  the  nation’s  200th 
birthday  this  year. 

The  resolution  represented  a  major 
rewriting  of  an  original  document 
presented  earlier  in  the  conference 
sessions  and  strongly  objected  to  by 
Native  American  (American  Indian) 
delegates.  The  Native  Americans  had 
claimed  that  the  original  document  was 
insensitive  to  their  presence  and  plight  in 
the  church  and  in  America. 

Although  the  new  document  “rejoices” 
at  the  accomplishments  of  the  United 
States  throughout  its  history,  the  section 
labeled  "repenting”  points  out  "our  sad 
lapses  and  tragic  failures.” 

“For  all  too  many,”  the  resolution 
declares,  the  Bicentennial  observation 
“will  be  superficial,  only  with  parades, 
flag-waving,  souvenirs  and  pageants  .  .  . 
We  who  are  citizens  and  members  of  this 
church  need  to  be  reminded  of  the  deeper 
meaning  of  the  celebration.” 

The  resolution,  as  approved,  asks  local 
churches  across  the  country  to  take  part 
in  Bicentennial  celebrations  in  their 
communities  and  to  highlight  the  role  of 
the  church  in  the  history  of  America.  It 
also  asks  that  Thanksgiving  1976  be  a 
nationwide  time  of  rededication  of 
Methodism  to  the  beliefs  on  which  it  was 
founded. 

Delegates  urge 
return  of  canal 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
PORTLAND  —  Negotiations  should 
begin  "leading  toward  the  return  of 
genuine  sovereignty”  of  the  people  of 
Panama  over  the  Panama  Canal  and  the 
entire  Canal  Zone  now  held  by  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  nearly 
unanimous  opinion  of  delegates  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
which  met  her  last  week. 

With  no  floor  debate  and  only  scattered 
negative  votes,  the  church’s  top 
legislative  body  passed  a  resolution 
which  termed  the  73-year-old  treaty 
under  which  the  United  States  controls 
the  Canal  and  the  Canal  Zone  "unequal 
and  disadvantageous  to  Panama." 

The  canal  zone  issue  —  considered  a 
political  "hot  potato”  in  the  nation  —  had 
been  expected  to  draw  considerable 
debate  by  some  observers,  but  no  such 
debate  materialized.  Fifteen  out  of  92 
delegates  voted  against  the  resolution 
“in  committee”  before  it  was  presented 
to  the  entire  body,  but  none  of  the  objec¬ 
tors  rose  to  speak  against  the  resolution 
when  it  reached  the  floor  of  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Reasons  given  in  the  resolution  for 
returning  the  canal  to  the  Republic  of 
Panama  included  charges  that  the  treaty 
is  “unjust”  to  the  people  of  Panama  and 
is  a  "grave  source  of  irritation  and 
hostility”  between  the  U.S.  and  that  na¬ 
tion.  The  statement  said  the  “ethical  im¬ 
peratives  of  the  Christian  gospel  for  equi¬ 
ty,  restitution,  reconciliation  and  self- 
determination  of  peoples  impel  us  to  seek 
rectification  of  this  unjust  relationship.” 


observed  the  action  and  said: 

“If  the  church  can’t  react  responsibly 
to  carefully  documented  need,  it  can’t 
respond  at  all.  I  see  a  power  struggle  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  between  the 
forces,  which  through  money,  have 
always  manipulated  the  destiny  of  the 
church,  and  the  forces  legitimately 
responsible  for  determining  the  morality 
of  needs  and  how  they  are  best  met.  The 
delegates’  decision  here  will  have  a  far 
reaching  impact  on  how  every  missional 
priority  will  be  determined  from  here  on 
out.” 

Dr.  Fields  hazarded  a  guess  that  the 
ethnic  minorities,  stymied  at  this  point, 
might  find  other  creative  channels. 
Sometimes,  he  said,  a  negative  action 
can  set  off  a  whole  chain  reaction  of 
positive  new  activity. 

World  hunger  funded 

Although  no  one  raised  any  question 
about  the  merit  of  the  proposed  priority 
for  helping  fight  hunger  in  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world,  the  world 
hunger  issue  drew  debate  at  two  points: 
(1)  Where  should  the  money  come  from? 
and  (2)  How  should  it  be  distributed  to 
best  fight  hunger? 

On  the  first  question,  delegates  finally 
voted  to  use  exactly  the  same  money¬ 
raising  formula  as  was  accepted  for  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  proposal  — 
but  not  until  after  several  motions  had 
been  presented  and  defeated  to  raise  the 
money  from  other  sources.  Among  the 
other  funding  proposals  was  a  motion  to 
place  the  entire  hunger  fund  under  volun¬ 
tary  (Advance  Special)  giving  and  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  place  the  entire  amount  under  a 
new  apportioned  fund.  Ultimately,  the 
delegates  voted  to  seek  $2  million  a  year 
through  a  new  apportioned  fund  and  $3 
million  a  year  through  Advance  Special 
voluntary  giving. 

On  the  question  of  distribution,  the  con¬ 
ference  approved  the  following  percen¬ 
tages,  as  recommended  by  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  several  months  ago: 
58  percent  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  direct  food  aid  and  pro¬ 
jects  dealing  with  the  “root  causes”  of 
hunger;  18  percent  to  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  for  programs  designed  to 
“cultivate  Christian  lifestyles”;  18  per¬ 
cent  to  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  for  programs  to  promote  “public 
policies  toward  a  more  adequate  system 
for  food  production  and  distribution”; 
and  six  percent  to  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  for  train¬ 
ing  opportunities  within  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities. 

A  motion  was  made,  but  failed  to  pass, 
which  would  have  changed  the  distribu¬ 
tion  formula  to  send  80  percent  of  the 
funds  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
be  used  in  its  portion  of  the  program. 
Evangelism  priority  funded 

Although  evangelism  had  not  been  in¬ 
cluded  as  a  priority  recommendation 
along  with  the  other  two  priorities  when 
they  were  named  by  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  last  year,  it  emerged  from 
petitions  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

And  even  though  the  Discipleship  peti¬ 
tion  did  not  ask  for  specific  funding,  a 
motion  from  the  floor  of  the  conference 
added  a  $250,000  funding  recommenda¬ 
tion,  which  was  approved  as  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  body.  Later  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  —  which 


World  Methodist  Conference 

DUBLIN,  IRELAND 

You  are  invited  -  you  need  not  be  a 
delegate. 

In  connection  with  this  important 
occasion  avail  yourself  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  visit: 

ROME 

SALZBURG 

VIENNA 

BUDAPEST 

PRAGUE 

LONDON 

DUBLIN 

Mrs.  Kenneth  W.  Copeland  will  be 
your  hostess,  Alice  Pletz  will  be  your 
tour  guide. 

All  first  class  hotels:  three  meals 
each  day,  except  in  Dublin;  com¬ 
prehensive  sightseeing;  all  tran¬ 
sfers;  all  gratituties;  round-trip  air 
fare  from  New  York  or  your  home 
city. 

Please  send  me  without  obligation 
the  information  on  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  and  European 
Adventure. 

August  9-31,  1976 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

Street 
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Zip 


Alice  pletz 

CeRtipeO  t&Avel  SeRvice 


SUITE  146  -  EAST 
CENTURY  BUILDING 
84  N.E.  LOOP  410 
SAN  ANTONIO.  TEXAS  78216 


meets  during  General  Conference  as  its 
financial  adviser  —  returned  the  motion 
to  the  floor  with  a  recommendation  that 
funding  be  cut  from  $250,000  to  $125,000. 
The  recommendation  was  accepted. 

The  evangelism  priority  will  be 
centered  on  a  plan  devised  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  under  which  evangelistic 
efforts  and  church  school  strengthening 
programs  will  be  developed. 

Quadrennial  theme  approved 

“Committed  to  Christ  —  Called  to 
Change”  was  approved  as  the  over-all 
theme  for  the  church  to  operate  under 
during  the  next  four  years.  An  attempt  to 
scrap  the  theme  in  favor  of  letting  the 
three  approved  priorities  “stand  on  their 
own  merit”  fell  short. 

Using  the  scripture  from  Romans  12:2 
—  “Do  not  be  conformed,  but  be 
transformed”  —  the  theme  is  linked  to 
“vital  concerns”  for  the  church  which  in¬ 
clude  love,  justice,  meaning,  knowledge 
and  community. 

Openness  to 
charismatics 
church  stance 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Guidelines  which  en¬ 
courage  United  Methodists  to  “be  open 
and  accepting  of  those  whose  Christian 
experiences  differ  from  your  own”  were 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  as  a 
part  of  the  church’s  relationship  to  the 
charismatic  movement. 

The  document,  presented  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  as  ordered  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  moved  through  the 
legislative  committee  with  little  discus¬ 
sion  and  passed  the  conference  with  no 
debate  on  the  final  day. 

Two  background  papers  were  recom¬ 
mended  for  study  but  only  the  guidelines 
were  adopted  as  the  official  stance  of  the 
church.  One  paper  by  United  Methodist 
scholar  Robert  G.  Tuttle  Jr.,  Pasadena, 
Calif,  is  entitled  “The  Charismatic  Move¬ 
ment:  Its  Historical  Base  and  Wesleyan 
Framework.”  The  second  paper  is  by  an 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  board, 
the  Rev.  Ross  E.  Whetstone  and  is  titled 
“The  Search  for  Christian  Experience  in 
a  Sociocultural  Revolution.” 

The  guidelines  advocate  understanding 
and  appreciation  for  clergy,  laity 
and  connectional  groups  who  come  into 
contact  with  and  who  receive  neo- 
pentecostal  or  charismatic  experiences. 
The  document  calls  for  persons  to  com¬ 
bine  their  experiences  with  a  "thorough 
knowledge  of,  and  adherence  to,  United 
Methodist  polity  and  tradition.” 


"My  Family  Is  Starving” 


JAYASOOR  THIPPANNA,  born 
in  India,  is  living  in  a  Methodist 
Boys’  Hotel  because  his  parents 
cannot  afford  to  feed  him.  His 
parents  are  coolies,  or  daily 
laborers.  When  there  is  no  work 
available,  the  family  goes  hungry. 

Jayasoor  loves  to  attend  Sunday 
School,  church  and  Bible  Classes. 
His  superintendent  wrote,  "If  this 
boy  is  given  help,  he  will  be  a  fine 
Christian  citizen  one  day.” 

HOW  TO  HELP: 

You  could  sponsor  Jayasoor  or 
another  needy  child  if  you  wish. 
The  sponsorship  program  is  a 
wonderful  one-to-one  relationship 
between  sponsor  and  child.  You 
can  write  to  “your”  child  and  you 
will  receive  a  reply.  Full  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  sent  to  you  on  the 
child’s  life,  including  his  picture. 
The  fee?  Ten  dollars  a  month  pro¬ 
vides  food,  clothing  and  other 
necessities  for  "your”  particular 
child. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.,  a 
Christian  organization,  is  in  its 
eleventh  year  of  helping  destitute 
children  receive  a  chance  in  life. 
The  corporation  is  U.  S.  Govern¬ 
ment  approved  so  that  all  dona¬ 
tions  are  tax  deductible.  Won’t  you 
join  our  family  of  sponsors?  You 
could  be  a  real  blessing  to  a  needy 
child.  Please  write: 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 
the  need  Is  greatest  — 

I  prefer  a  child  In.  - — 

Enclosed  Is  payment  for  first 
month_ 


Name _ 

Streel_ 

City 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director. 
p.O.  Box  2979.  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33880. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Another  busy  week  in  Portland 


7THE  BEST  OF  ALL  IS  GOD  IS  WITH  US' 


Speakers  and  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  sit  in  platform 
area  beneath  a  quotation  from  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  Methodism,  during  the 
denomination’s  General  Conference  in  Portland  (photo  above).  At  right,  Theressa 
Hoover,  a  delegate  from  the  New  York  Conference,  tries  to  get  the  attention  of  the 
chairperson  during  a  floor  debate.  _ 


At  left,  Bishop  Ralph  Alton  of  the  Indiana  Area  presides  over  the  General 
Conference  while  a  delegate  in  the  foreground  tries  to  get  the  floor.  Above,  a  man 
“catches  a  few  winks"  during  a  late  night  session.  At  right,  an  “editorial  comment 
was  added  by  someone  to  the  sign  marking  the  meeting  room  of  the  “Gay  Caucus.” 


Bishop  Nichols  says  race 
issue  is  vital  to  nation 


Child  care 
services  asked 
for  meetings 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Chilly  weather  has  set 
in  around  ethnic  and  race  relations  in  the 
United  States,  Bishop  Roy  Nichols  told 
General  Conference  delegates  in  a  ser¬ 
mon  here  last  week. 

The  Pittsburgh  Area  bishop  said 
“Christian  credibility"  and  “the  survival 
of  the  nation"  are  at  stake  in  an  issue 
that  demands  more  than  “simply  a  tea 
sipping  approach  to  brotherhood." 

Warning  the  church  of  what  to  expect 
in  the  future,  the  bishop  said  that  in  50  to 
100  years  "we  will  become  the  most 
multi-racial  nation  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.”  He  said  in  support  of  this 
prophecy  that  in  the  next  30  years,  25  per¬ 
cent  of  the  population  increase  in  the  U.S. 
would  consist  of  immigrants  and  their 
offspring  from  Asia,  southern  Europe, 
Latin  America  and  Africa.  "Add  to  that 
the  increase  in  Afro-Americans,  the 
residual  ethnic  and  racial  minorities  and 
native  Americans." 

"Today  the  Henry’s,  the  Ho’s,  the 
Jose’s,  the  Hatsuka’s  and  the 
Hiawatha’s,"  in  reference  to  the 
church’s  naming  of  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  as  a  missional  priority  for 
United  Methodists,  "are  saying  to  the 

African  bishop  says 
walls  ‘cracking’ 

PORTLAND  (UMC)  —  "We  have  too 
many  fat  bellies  and  hearts  that  suffer 
from  malnutrition,"  an  African  bishop 
asserted  here  last  week  as  he  challenged 
the  Christian  church  to  meet  more  of 
humanity’s  needs. 

Bishop  Bennie  D.  Warner  of  Monrovia, 
Liberia,  told  a  worship  service  during  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
that  “time  is  against  the  church"  in  the 
present  situation  of  revolution,  moral 
decline  and  challenge  of  religious  in¬ 
stitutions. 

But  it  is  in  such  a  time,  when  “the  walls 
of  the  church  are  cracking”  and  "the 
clouds  hang  low"  and  "we  think  we  can 
solve  our  problems"  that  God  is  at  work. 
“God  is  in  the  very  midst  of  the 
revolutionary  ferment  of  our  time," 
declared  Bishop  Warner. 

He  noted  the  church’s  plans  to  feed 
people  to  ease  their  physical  hunger  but 
warned  that  "there  is  also  spiritual 
poverty  we  need  to  feed."  He  added  that 
the  church  must  "shift  gears  from 
finance  to  Divine  guidance." 

Bishop  Warner  stressed  that  there  is 
“.jo  easy  discipleship"  and  ".whoever 
follows  Christ  must  expect  a  rough 
time."  Otherwise,  he  said,  "the  world 
sees  the  church  as  undisciplined  and 
without  commitment,  so  it  fails  to  con¬ 
front  Caesar  with  certainity.” 


church  they  need  to  be  set  free  in  order  to 
build  unity  in  Christ.” 

But  the  "persistent  tendency  of  church 
and  state”  the  bishop  said,  is  to  "change 
.  the  rules  in  order  to  frustrate  the 
possibility  of  full  participation  in  authori¬ 
ty  and  responsibility"  just  as  we  have 
reached  the  threshold  where  some 
guarantees  of  equality  were  negotiated. 

He  said  some  United  Methodists  seem 
to  fear  that  the  involvement  of  ethnic 
minorities  in  the  church  will  lower  its 
standards.  The  bishop  said,  based  on  his 
observations  of  the  General  Conference 
operations,  that  the  resourcefulness  and 
leadership  of  the  ethnic  minorities  was 
raising  the  standards  of  excellence. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND— Provision  for  child 
care  to  facilitate  the  attendance  of 
parents  at  church  meetings  is  en¬ 
couraged  by  a  General  Conference 
action. 

Agencies  at  all  church  levels  are 
vncouraged  "to  make  available  or 
provide  child  care  at  official  meet¬ 
ings.” 

The  proposal  came  before  the 
delegates  as  a  minority  report  from 
12  delegates,  and  in  a  break  from  its 
usual  pattern  of  rejecting  minority 
reports,  the  proposal  was,  broadly 
supported. 


Delegates  i condemn ,  deplore 9 
Boston  public  school  crisis 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  In  one  of  its  few 
unanimous  actions,  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  "condemned  and  deplored  the 
breakdown  of  law,  freedom,  justice, 
and  personal  and  public  security,"  in  the 
Boston  school  crisis. 

In  a  resolution  directed  to  the  mayor 
and  city  council  of  Boston,  the  nation  and 
the  world,  the  United  Methodist 
delegates  here  expressed  concern  for 
“brothers  and  sisters”  in  the  Boston 
area. 

The  resolution’s  adoption  followed  an 
appeal  to  the  conference  by  Bishop 
Edward  Carroll,  Boston  Area,  for  the 
support  of  the  United  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nation  in  undergirding  "persons  seeking 
to  do  the  will  of  God  in  the  pursuit  of 
quality  education."  He  said  the 
resolution  would  help  "save  us  from 
despair  in  the  midst  of  rippling  waves  of 
hatred.” 

Bishop  Carroll  said  the  church  must 
declare  itself  for  a  program  of  living 
hope  and  not  fear. 

The  preface  to  the  resolution  states 
that  the  Boston  school  crisis  has 

Conference  commission 
chairman  elected 

PORTLAND  (UMC)  —  William  M. 
Beatty,  Hopwood,  Pa.,  was  elected  to 
head  the  United  Methodist  Commission 
on  the  General  Conference. 

Mr.  Beatty  has  been  vice-chairman  for 
facilities  of  the  commission  which  is 
responsible  for  planning  the  quadrennial 
law-making  body  of  the  10  million 
member  denomination. 

In  other  actions  here  relating  to  the 
world  wide  meeting,  a  proposal  that  the 
number  of  delegates  be  cut  in  half  was 
rejected  by  the  General  Conference. 


remained  unresolved  for  12  years  despite 
a  series  of  affirmative  court  rulings. 

Although  United  Methodism  is  a  small 
minority  church  in  the  Boston  area. 
Bishop  Carroll,  as  well  as  lay  leaders 
and  clergy,  have  exerted  influence  far 
beyond  their  numerical  strength,  the 
statement  declares. 

Walter  Thompson,  lay  leader  of  the 
Southern  New  England  Conference, 
introduced  the  resolution,  saying  the 
“crisis  is  at  the  critical  stage  and  border¬ 
ing  on  catastrophic  proportions." 

Constitutional 
amendments  set 
for  approval 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
PORTLAND  —  Thr^e  Constitutional 
amendments  will  be  referred  to  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  for  action 
next  year.  A  two-thirds  vote  of  the  73  con¬ 
ferences  is  needed  to  amend  the 
denomination’s  constitution. 

One  amendment  would  lower  the 
number  of  years  from  four  to  two  that 
United  Methodists  must  belong  to  the 
church  before  becoming  eligible  for  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  General  Conference.  The  se¬ 
cond  would  do  the  same  for  election  to 
annual  conference. 

The  increased  mobility  of  U.M. 
members  and  increased  possibilities  for 
youth  participation  were  cited  in  support 
of  the  constitutional  changes. 

The  third  amendment  would  give  mis¬ 
sionary  conferences  voting  rights  in  the 
General  Conference.  Missionary 
conferences  —  Alaska,  Redbird  and 
Oklahoma  Indian  —  currently  have  a 
voice  but  no  vote  in  General  Conference 
sessions. 


Susie  English  of  Oklahoma 


OOl  y),  - 

Delegate  makes  history  at  age  of  17 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  It’s  not  easy  being  an 
historic  United  Methbdist  figure  at  17 
years  old.  lori 

“People  are  always  asking  me  what 
it’s  like  to  be  the  youngest  delegate  ever 
elected  to  General  i Conference,"  says 
Susie  English  of  the  Oklahoma  delega¬ 
tion.  "A  lot  of  people  do  a  ‘double-take’ 
when  they  see  my  (delegate)  badge. 
They  can’t  believe  I’m  really  a  voting 
delegate." 

Ms.  English  —  the  daughter  of  an 
Oklahoma  City  minister  —  is  one  of  a 
handful  of  youths  who  were  delegates  to 
General  Conference  this  session,  at 
which  persons  under  21-years-old  are 
seated  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  denomination  and  its  forerunners. 
Election  of  youths  to  conference  delega¬ 
tions  was  made  possible  by  a  special 
amendment  to  the  church’s  constitution. 

When  she  was  elected  to  represent  her 
annual  conference  at  its  meeting  last 
spring,  Ms.  English  was  only  16-years- 
old,  but  she  says  her  age  has  been  no 
handicap  for  her  as  far  as  she  can  deter¬ 
mine. 

“Once  people  get  over  the  initial  shock 
of  me  being  so  young,  they  seem  to  ac¬ 
cept  me  quite  well,"  she  says.  “I  think 


that  the  very  fact  that  I  am  17  and  that  I 
am  capable  of  being  a  delegate  is  a  good 
learning  experience  for  older  people  at 
the  conference.  It  helps  them  to  realize 
that  youths  are  full  members  of  the  laity 
in  every  way  and  that  we  are  able  to 
make  valid  decisions.  Maybe  when  they 
(the  adults)  go  back  to  their  local 
churches  they  will  take  with  them  some 
new  perspectives  on  the  abilities  of 
youths.” 

Ms.  English  says  that  even  though  she 
is  a  youth,  she  does  not  feel  that  it  is  fair 
to  view  her  as  basically  a  representative 
of  youth. 

“I  am  interested  in  legislation  that  con¬ 
cerns  youth  and  our  national  youth 
organization,"  she  says,  "but  I  am  also 
interested  in  a  lot  of  other  kinds  of 
legislation."  She  says  that  since  she  also 
is  a  woman  and  an  Oklahoman,  she  feels 
special  responsibility  to  the  issues  that 
effect  those  groups  as  well  as  youth 

"But  in  reality,  I  guess  I  only  really 
represent  myself  and  my  own  opinions,’ 
Ms.  English  points  out.  She  says  she  was 
elected  not  to  present  the  viewpoints  of 
everyone  else,  but  to  express  the  view 
points  of  Susie  English,  because  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  voted  for  her  as  a  delegate 


General  Conference  covered  by 


journalists  from 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  What  room  at  the  site 
of  the  General  Conference  carried  the 
most  constant  hum  of  activity  with  an 
outreaehjfccrUni  ted  Methodists  across  the 
countEy^Some  persons  would  claim  it  is 
the  press  room. 

Some  248  persons  registered  as  the 
press  corps  —  that’s  almost  one  press 
person  for  every  four  delegates  —  to  tell 
the  world  and  especially  United 
Methodists  what  happens  at  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  body.  Representing 
newspapers,  magazines,  wire  services, 
radio  and  television  stations,  the  jour¬ 
nalists  and  photographers  reported,  in¬ 
terpreted  and  photographed  the  business 
of  the  ten-day  conference.  Reporters 
from  12  newspapers  in  major  U.S.  cities 
such  as  Atlanta,  Washington  D  C.,  Kan¬ 
sas  City  and  Cleveland  were  also  pre¬ 
sent. 

The  United  Methodist  Communications 
staff  made  approximately  50  "feeds"  a 
day  to  radio  stations  locally  and  to 
numerous  cities  across  the  country 
Video-tapes  were  made  for  cable-TV  use 
and  the  staff  will  assist  CBS-TV  in 
presenting  a  witap-up;  of  the  conference 
later  in  the  year  on  the  program  "Lamp 
Unto  My  Feet."  The  communications 


all  over  nation 

staff  pounded  out  story  after  story  of 
General  Conference  events  which  were 
sent  to  church  papers  in  dozens  of  annual 
conferences 

Texas  and  New  Mexico  were  blanketed 
additionally  by  a  17-member  team  from 
that  area.  The  team  sent  36  stories  to  20 
area  newspapers,  1,620  "feeds"  to  42 
radio  stations  including  reports  to  seven 
Spanish-speaking  stations  once  a  day, 
clips  to  38  television  stations,  plus  radio. 
TV  and  newspaper  coverage  for  nine 
other  states  in  the  southwest  and  mid¬ 
west  region. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Robertson,  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico, 
reported  that  29  persons  in  the  area 
served  as  "monitors”  who  periodically 
called  Portland  to  report  whether  local 
media  was  offering  any  coverage  of  the 
conference  and  to  request  special 
reports. 

The  Texas  Methodist/ United  Methodist 
Reporter  had  the  largest  contingent  rep¬ 
resenting  any  publication  with  four 
national  staff  writers,  two  photogra¬ 
phers,  and  editors  and  reporters  for  most 
of  TM/  UMR’s  annual  conference  edi¬ 
tions. 


believe  in  the  validity  of  her  viewpoints. 

But  after  all  the  questions  are  asked 
about  “how"  she  became  a  delegate  and 
"what"  she  thinks  about  being  a 
delegate,  the  question  remains  about 
“why"  would  a  17-year-old  woman  want 
to  be  a  delegate  in  the  firstplace.  She  has 
a  simple  answer:  "I  want  to  be  a  part  of 
the  decision-making  process.”  It’s  as 
simple  as  that. 

Bishop  stresses 
interest  in  others 

PORTLAND  (UMC)  -  "Who  is  my 
neighbor?  "  Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy  of 
Seattle  asked  the  question  as  devotional 
speaker  last  week  at  United  Methodism’s 
General  Conference. 

He  asked  it  after  reciting  examples 
from  U.S.  society’s  long  history  of  abuse, 
oppression  and  victimizing  of:  a  Chinese 
woman  immigrant  migrant  farm 
workers  .  student  victims  on  a  college 
campus  .  Japanese-Americans  in¬ 
terned  during  World  War  II  ...  a  black 
woman  ordered  to  the  back  of  the  bus  .  .  . 

Using  the  best-known  of  Jesus’ 
parables  in  answer  to  that  opening 
question  —  that  of  the  Good  Samaritan  — 
he  mildly  rebuked  Christians:  "We 
church  people  pass  by  the  other  side.  But 
thank  God,  not  always.” 

Involvement,  he  said,  is  sometimes 
embarrassing,  yet:  "Churches  have 
suffered  for  the  migrants  .  .  .  Christians 
backed  interned  Japanese." 

Then  he  declared:  “Our  business  is  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  —  God  so  loved  the 
world  that  He  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  who  should  believe  on  Him  shall 
have  everlasting  life." 

“What  should  we  do  to  inherit  eternal 
life9"  he  asked.  "Jesus  asked  us  to  be 
interested  in  others.” 

Pastor  says  Christians 
must  ‘raze  hell’ 

PORTLAND,  i UMC)  —  Christians  are 
"born  to  raze  hell,"  said  the  Rev.  T.  Cecil 
Myers,  pastor  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Athens,  Ga.,  and  a 
member  of  the  North  Georgia  Con¬ 
ference,  at  an  Wednesday  afternoon 
worship  service  at  First  UMC  here 
during  General  Conference. 

Speaking  to  a  congregation  that  filled 
the  sanctuary.  Dr.  Myers  said 
Christianity  is  more  than  an  armchair 
philosophy  and  the  church  more  than  a 
social  club.  He  reminded  his  audience 
that  “we  do  not  have  the  spiritual  and 
moral  revolutions  to  match  the  scientific 
ones  in  our  time.  Yet  the  Gospel  is 
essentially  revolutionary  as  it  proclaims, 
‘God  loves  you.  love  one  another.’  ” 
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What  The  Foundation 
Can  Do  For  You 

1.  It  can  point  the  way  to  an  exciting  stewardship  whereby  you  can  extend  the 
influence  of  your  life  far  beyond  your  earthly  years. 

2.  It  can  assist  you  in  making  your  will  and  enable  you  to  accomplish  the  great 
and  noble  purposes  you  have  for  your  life. 

3.  It  can  show  you  how  to  make  sizeable  charitable  gifts  and  effect  great 
savings  for  you  in  tax  dollars. 

4.  It  can  show  you  how  to  make  a  magnificent  gift  to  the  Foundation  through  an 
insurance  policy,  which  will  be  of  very  little  cost  to  you,  but  of  great  benefit  to 
the  Foundation. 

5.  It  can  acquaint  you  with  various  trust  agreements,  by  which  you  can  receive 
a  favorable  life  income  from  your  holdings  and  considerable  tax  benefits. 

6.  It  can  give  you  assistance  in  planning  your  estate,  with  no  cost  or  obligation 
to  you. 

7.  Through  money  management  seminars  which  will  be  conducted  in  various 
parts  of  the  state,  it  can  enable  you  to  more  intelligently  manage  your  resources 
and  increase  your  income. 

8.  Through  a  top  flight  investment  committee,  it  can  relieve  you  of  the 
responsibility  of  managing  your  accumulated  resources  and  pay  you  a 
favorable  lifetime  income. 

9.  At  your  death,  it  can  show  you  how  to  so  arrange  your  bequests  so  that  there 
will  be  great  tax  saving.  It  is  prepared  to  be  the  executor  of  your  estate. 

10.  The  Foundation  director  can  be  your  confidential  friend  and  advisor  in 
helping  you  to  accomplish  your  goals  as  you  plan  for  the  future  with  your 
accumulated  resources. 


LSU  Campus  Minister  Receives 


Danforth  Foundation  Grant 


The  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin,  Jr.,  cam¬ 
pus  minister  at  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  at  LSU  has  been  appointed  an 
Underwood  Fellow  in  Campus  Ministry 
by  The  Danforth  Foundation.  He  is  one  of 
15  Underwood  Fellows  appointed 
nationally  for  1976-77. 

Mr.  Finnin  will  coordinate,  in  a 
program  jointly  sponsored  by  TUCM 
Center  and  the  Danforth  Foundation,  the 
“Project  on  Science  and  Social  Policy,” 
focusing  on  Energy  Alternatives  for  the 
Future  and  The  Global  Food/Population 
Crisis. 

A  Foundation  publication  states:  “The 
Underwood  Fellowship  program  .  .  .  en¬ 
courages  and  sponsors  the  development 
of  projects  and  programs  that  assist 
campus  ministers  and  their  colleagues  to 
become  more  effective  in  aiding  the 
people  in  higher  education  to  cultivate 
their  learning  into  human  service.  The 
Fellowships  seek  to  improve  the  per- 


Will  Finnin,  Jr. 


ceptions  of  the  relationship  of  the  church 
and  university  and  a  new  awareness  of 
the  ministry  as  an  instrumentality  of 
social  and  institutional  change.” 


Baton  Rouge  District  UMW 


Visit  Conference  Missions 


[A]  Mrs.  John  B.  Blackman.  Chairperson  of  Tour;  G.  J.  Bridges.  MacDonell 
Director;  Mrs.  Chris  H.  Hall,  President.  Baton  Rouge  District  UMW. 

[B]  Mrs.  W.  Spiller  Milton,  Nurse:  the  Rev.  Spiller  Milton.  Director  at  Dulac. 

[C]  Leroy  Willis,  faculty  member,  and  Mamma  Ross,  former  housemother  and 
now  dietician  at  Sager  Brown ;  and  Dr.  Allie  Bayne  Webb,  co-chairperson  of  the  tour. 


“Mission  in  Action”  was  experienced 
by  Baton  Rouge  District  United 
Methodist  Women  as  they  visited  Mac¬ 
Donell  UM  Children's  Services,  Houma ; 
Dulac  Community  Center;  and  the  Sager 


Brown  School,  Baldwin. 

In  the  group  of  pictures  shown  here, 
are  representatives  who  helped  to  make 
the  tour  a  success. 


Pharr  Chapel  Sponsors  Art  Festival 


Residents  of  Morgan  City  and  area 
towns  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  the 
First  Annual  Art  Festival  sponsored  by 
Pharr  Chapel  Church  in  April.  Over  60 
paintings  were  hung,  and  other  art  forms 
helped  to  make  the  event  both  colorful 
and  successful. 

Photography,  music  and  a  variety  of 
art  expressions  were  on  exhibit.  Morgan 
City  High  School’s  “Proud  Crowd” 


musical  group  provided  a  concert,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Marlene  Hendrix. 
A1  King,  local  magician,  displayed  the 
“art”  of  a  magician,  one  of  the  oldest 
forms. 

DeWitt  M.  Ginn,  Pastor,  reports  that 
several  hundred  persons  attended  the 
festival.  Roger  Liner  was  chairman  of 
the  event 


Pictured  with  winning  paintings  at  the  Pharr  Chapel  Art  Festival,  are  from  left: 
Dr.  Ginn,  pastor:  Mrs.  Dixie  Sampier,  second  award:  Bryan  Varnam.  of  Supply.  N. 
C..  first:  and  Roger  Gaudet,  Merit  Award. 


Your  Will  And  God’s  Will 


The  fulfillment  of  God’s  will  may 
depend  upon  your  will.  Today  the  church 
is  called  upon  to  provide  a  multiple 
ministry  in  worship,  in  education,  in 
healing,  and  in  caring  for  the  aged  and 
children.  This  can  be  accomplished  by 
your  support  of  the  Foundation.  To  make 
available  resources  through  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  is 
one  of  the  greatest  challenges  of  Christ¬ 
ian  stewardship  today.  You  can  help 
realize  God’s  will  by  making  certain  that 
you  have  remembered  your  church  and 
its  institutions. 

IS  A  WILL  NECESSARY? 

A  will  is  necessary  if  you  wish  to  make 
provision  for  those  you  love  and  the 
institutions  you  wish  to  serve.  It  is  also 
necessary  if  you  want  to  determine  who 
will  administer  your  estate.  Otherwise,  a 
court  appointed  person  will  act.  If  you 
don’t  take  the  responsibility  of  making 
your  will,  the  state  already  has  it  made 
for  you.  The  state  is  not  likely  to  carry 
out  what  your  real  desires  and  wishes 
are. 

WHO  SHOULD  MAKE  A  WILL 

Any  person  having  possessions,  real 


estate,  property,  stocks  or  bonds,  or 
cash,  should  make  a  will.  Regardless  of 
the  size  of  your  estate,  it  is  best  to  have  a 
will  drawn  to  carry  out  your  intentions. 

WHO  SHOULD  DRAFT  YOUR  WILL 
Your  lawyer  should  draft  your  will  to 
assure  clarity  in  carrying  out  your 
wishes  and  comply  with  the  laws  of  the 
state  in  which  you  reside.  From  time  to 
time,  you  may  wish  to  change  or  update 
your  will  to  meet  the  need  of  your 
changing  interest.  Your  attorney  will  be 
glad  to  assist  you. 

WHAT  ARE  THE  ESSENTIAL  STEPS 
IN  MAKING  YOUR  WILL 

1.  Prepare  a  list  of  everything  you  own. 

2.  Seek  God’s  guidance  through  prayer. 

3.  List  the  persons  and  causes  you  wish 
to  share  in  your  estate. 

4.  Consult  your  attorney  and  tell  him 
what  you  want  done. 

5.  Remember  to  name  your  church  and 
the  Foundation  in  your  will. 

6.  Sign  as  directed  by  your  attorney, 
and  keep  a  copy  so  your  heirs  will  know 
where  to  find  it. 


Louisiana  Delegates  General  Conference 


Louisiana  Delegation  at  General  Conference:  First  Row:  (LtoR)  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield,  Mrs.  Robert  Compton.  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie.  Second 
Row:  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier.  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas*  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  Mr. 
W.  D.  Cotton.  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy.  Jr..  Dr.  B.  A  Galloway.  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton.  Dr.  L. 
Keith  Mason.  Third  Row:  Re y.  Alfred  L.  Norris.  Mr.  Hubert  A.  Blanchard.  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn.  Dr.  Robert  Kemmerly,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes.  Not  Shown:  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner.  Mr.  Tom  Matheny.  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland.  Mr.  John  Tubb,  Dr.  Bill  Patrick. 


Elysian  Fields  Church  Has  New  Roof 


Pictured  here  are  happy  Elysian 
Fields  Church  members  and  pastor, 
presenting  payment  for  the  “new  roof 
over  their  heads.”  The  church,  located  in 
New  Orleans,  recently  had  the  job  com¬ 
pleted  at  a  cost  exceeding  just  $4,000.  The 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  provided  a 
partial  loan,  and  contributions  in  large 


numbers  were  received  from  the  entire 
membership  of  the  church.  The  picture 
shows,  (l-r):  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.,  pastor; 
Albert  M.  Joyner,  Administrative  Board 
Chairman;  Richard  C.  Schmidt,  Jr., 
roofing  contractor;  Paul  C.  Peck,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  and  R.  E. 
Schmidt,  treasurer. 


Churches  Invited  To  Participate  In 
“Soil  Stewardship  Week” 


May  23  through 
30  is  National  Soil 
Stewardship  Week, 
according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  Soil 
Conservation  Ser¬ 
vice  in  Alexandria. 

It  is  a  week  when 
all  of  us,  especially 
Christians,  need  to 
turn  our  attention 
to  the  foundation  of 
our  greatness,  our 
religious  heritage, 
the  Soil. 

In  a  recently 
published  paper, 
entitled  “A 
Christian  and  the 
Land,"  it  is  noted 
that  “.  .  .  When  the 
soil  goes  so  goes 
this  land’s  freedom 
and  strength  and 
our  firm  handhold 
with  God.”  The  ar¬ 
ticle  points  up  the 
dependence  of  man 
upon  land,  and  the 
many  Biblical 
references  to  the  land  and  its  provisions 
for  mankind.  Emphasis  is  on  con¬ 
servation  and  the  responsibility  of  the 
Christian  in  preserving  and  making 
“fruitful”  the  soil,  and  Louisianians  are 
urged  to  do  their  part  in  helping  to  con¬ 


serve  and  preserve  and  help  to  save\he 
land  and  at  the  same  time  prevent 
hunger. 

Soil  stewardship  materials  are 
available  from  the  Soil  Conservation  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  USDA 


What  You  Can  Do 
For  The  Foundation 

1.  On  Heritage  Sunday,  May  23rd,  when  you  receive  the  Bicentennial 
Medallion,  you  can  make  a  generous  gift  to  the  Foundation  and  thereby  help  to 
get  it  started. 

2.  During  the  year  you  can  make  a  sizeable  founders’  gift  to  the  Foundation  and 
have  a  share  in  this  historic  adventure. 

3.  You  can  make  your  will,  or  if  you  already  have  one,  you  can  change  it  to 
include  the  Foundation  or  one  of  the  Conference  institutions  it  represents. 

4.  As  a  pastor  or  layman,  you  can  invite  the  Foundation  Director  into  your 
church  or  your  informal  group  that  he  may  explain  in  detail  the  opportunities  of 
extended  stewardship  which  the  Foundation  has  to  offer. 

5.  At  the  end  of  the  tax  year,  you  can  greatly  reduce  your  taxable  income  by 
making  an  annual  contribution  to  the  Foundation. 

6.  You  can  be  in  that  select  group  of  straight  thinking  men  and  women  who  see 
the  wisdom  and  good  business  judgment  in  exercising  a  broader  stewardship 
through  the  Foundation. 

7.  Once  you  have  invested  in  the  Foundation  you  can  share  your  enthusiasm  for 
this  unique  opportunity  with  your  friends. 

8.  You  can  call  or  write  the  Foundation  Director  any  time  you  need  help  or 
information. 

L___ _ _ _ _  .  _ 

A  Creation  Of  The 
Annual  Conference 


Because  of  an  evident  and  long  felt 
need,  under  the  guidance  of  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield,  The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  has  come  into 
being.  The  1975  Annual  Conference 
approved  the  establishment  of  the  Foun¬ 
dation.  During  the  year  all  necessary 
legal  steps  have  been  taken  to  make  it  a 
full  fledged  tax  exempt  Foundation.  As 
required  by  the  Articles  of  Incorporation 
and  By  Laws,  thirty-six  Trustees  who  are 
leading  lay  men  and  women  of  the  state, 
have  been  named  by  the  Bishop  and  the 
Cabinet.  They  will  be  confirmed  by  the 
1976  Annual  Conference.  Mr.  Shelby  L. 
Smith  of  Shreveport  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  members  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  are:  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield; 
Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith;  Mr.  Kent  Ander¬ 
son;  Mr.  John  E.  Coleman,  Jr. ;  Mr.  John 
C.  Wagnon;  Mr.  Harold  Brennand;  Mr. 
T.  J.  Butler;  Mr.  Ford  Graham;  Mr. 
Leslie  McKenzie;  Mr.  Joe  T.  Miller;  Mr. 
J.  Hugh  Watson;  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke;  and 
Rev.  James  J.  Caraway. 

The  operation  of  the  Foundation  office 
is  fully  supported  by  funds  from  the 
Annual  Conference.  This  is  done  that 
donors  and  supporters  of  the  Foundation 
may  have  the  confidence  that  their  gifts 

Haven  Church 
Features  Pastor 
In  Spring  Musical 

Haven  Church,  New  Orleans,  held  a 
special  event  in  April,  in  the  form  of  a 
Spring  Musical,  featuring  their  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher.  The  festive 
occasion  was  sponsored  by  the  Adult 
Fellowship  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Fisher  who  has  been  pastor  of 
several  churches  in  the  Conference, 
studied  choral  and  instrumental  music  at 
Tennessee  A&I  College,  in  addition  to  his 
theological  training.  He  has  performed 
with  the  Rapides  Parish  Symphony  Or¬ 
chestra  as  bass  trombonist. 

Officers  of  the  Adult  Fellowship,  who 
were  in  charge  of  the  Spring  Musical 
(which  also  included  a  Kiddie  Karusel  of 
Fashions)  are:  Lloyd  Crawford, 
President;  Alfred  Harris,  Vice- 
President;  and  Mrs.  Fannie  P.  Reddix, 
Secretary. 


New  Orleans  District 
Women  hold  retreat 

The  New  Orleans  District  United 
Methodist  Women  held  a  Lenten  Retreat 
early  in  April  at  Lake  Vista  Church. 
After  a  period  of  fellowship,  the  program 
included  periods  of  altar  prayer,  quiet 
music,  special  reading,  and  personal 
testimony. 

Special  music  was  provided  by  Mrs. 
Althea  Butler,  organ;  Miss  Judy  Nunn, 
voice;  and  Mr.  Bryan  Andrews,  guitar. 
Program  participants  included:  Mrs. 
Davy  Cherry,  Mrs.  Jeanne  Greene  and 
Mrs.  Lottie  Palazzo.  The  service  con¬ 
cluded  with  Holy  Communion  served  by 
the  host  pastor,  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Alverson. 

General  chairpersons  was  Mrs.  Marian 
Eggerton,  District  Vice-President. 


and  bequests  will  go  for  the  purposes 
they  designate  and  not  for  office  opera¬ 
tion. 

The  purpose  of  the  Foundation  first  and 
foremost  is  to  be  a  service  agency  to  the 
Annual  Conference,  offering  help  to 
Conference  institutions  and  where 
needed,  to  local  churches  and  pastors. 
The  program  of  the  Foundation  will  be 
cultivation  and  education  in  the  field  of 
stewardship  of  present  and  future  re¬ 
sources  of  the  Methodist  people  of  this 
state.  With  the  response  of  people 
through  the  years,  we  will  be  able  to 
assist  and  undergird  the  forty  institutions 
and  causes  supported  by  the  United 
Methodist  churches  of  Louisiana. 


L.W.  Taylor  completes 


mission  to  India 


L.  W.  Taylor 


Taught  and  Preached  in  India. 

The  Rev.  L.  W.  Taylor,  pastor  of  the 
Blanchard  and  Belcher  Churches  in  the 
Shreveport  District,  has  completed  a  30- 
day  visitation,  teaching  and  preaching 
mission  in  India,  financed  by  his  con¬ 
gregations. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  invited  to  India  by  Dr. 
S.  M.  Sager,  executive  secretary  to 
Bishop  E.  A.  Mitchell  of  the  Delhi  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  India. 
Mrs.  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Sager  had  attended 
Asbury  College  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  and  old 
friendships  were  renewed  at  Louisiana 
Conference  last  year,  when  Dr.  Sager 
visited ;  the  trip  to  India  was  a  result. 

On  the  trip  he  spoke  in  some  of  the 
schools,  community  centers  and  chur¬ 
ches  and  found  the  people  receptive  to 
the  Christian  gospel  and  the  teachings  of 
the  Bible.  Most  of  the  talks  were  in  group 
situations,  but  there  were  some  “one-to- 
one”  encounters,  where  he  heard  the 
dreams  and  aspirations  of  students. 

Mr.  Taylor  saw  many  needs  in  India, 
and  the  Women  of  the  Belcher  church 
have  already  begun  meeting  one  of  these 
in  a  tangible  way  —  they  are  providing 
cassette  tapes  to  aid  a  music  teacher  at 
the  Blackstone  Mission  School.  He  is  also 
trying  to  start  a  program  in  Sunday 
School  classes  of  the  churches  to  help 
school  children,  particularly  those  of 
high  school  age,  come  out  of  the  villages 
and  go  to  boarding  school  where  they  can 
receive  educational  training.  (The 
Reverend  Mr.  Taylor  notes  that  for  $10  a 
month,  a  child’s  school  expenses  can  be 
paid.) 

In  a  recent  interview  with  Marsha 
Shuler,  Religion  Writer  of  THE 
SHREVEPORT  TIMES,  he  said,  “I  did 
not  feel  any  anti-American  feelings  at  all 
...  I  feel  it  was  a  very  wonderful  ex¬ 
perience  from  a  learning  and  sharing 
standpoint .  .  .  being  a  part  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  in  India.” 

The  people  of  India  need  many  things, 
according  to  Mr.  Taylor’s  observation, 
among  them  a  new  pump  for  a  water 
well,  or  a  roof  for  a  building  at  Chancy 
High  School  in  Delhi,  and  every  con¬ 
ceivable  necessity,  large  and  small. 

Mr.  Taylor  indicates  that  he  sees  that 
“India  is  ripe  for  the  Christian  message 
.  .  .  and  there  is  much  work  to  be  done  in 
a  country  where  only  about  three  per 
cent  of  the  people  are  Christian.” 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  is  excited  about 
his  trip  and  the  opportunities  available  to 
help  the  people  of  India.  He  has  many  in¬ 
teresting  slides  that  he  is  willing  to  share 
with  congregations  and  groups,  and 
those  interested  in  his  trip  are  urged  to 
contact  him. 
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Louisiana  delegation  active 
at  General  Conference 


By  L.  RAY  BRANTON 

Twelve  Louisiana  delegates  joined 
nearly  1000  other  United  Methodists  at 
the  denomination’s  Quadrennial  General 
Conference  in  Portland,  Oregon  April  27- 
May  8.  Also  attending  from  Louisiana 
were  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  and  ' 
Mr.  Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Judicial  Council,  the 
supreme  court  of  the  denomination.  Mr. 
Matheny  was  chosen  president  of  the 
Council  for  the  next  four  years. 

Elected  delegates  provided  noteworthy 
leadership  at  the  conference.  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.  was  one  of  seven  chosen  to 
preach  at  the  General  Conference.  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner  became  the  first  woman  to 
represent  the  ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  at  a  General  Conference.  Mr. 
Hubert  Blanchard  initiated  efforts  to 
collect  United  Methodist  Hymnals 
printed  in  Spanish  which  had  previously 
been  distributed  to  delegates,  for  ship¬ 
ment  to  the  church  in  Mexico.  Dr.  B.  A. 
Galloway  led  a  minority  report  to  the 
Conference  from  the  Committee  on 
Church  and  Society,  calling  for  a  national 
health  care  program  which  would 
combine  private  and  public  insurance. 
(The  committee  majority  called  for  a 
government  sponsored  program.)  Dr. 
Alfred  L.  Norris  was  chosen  vice¬ 
chairperson  of  the  Conference  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Fraternal  Delegates. 

Among  more  than  a  thousand  calendar 
items  was  a  resolution  on  drug  and 
alcohol  concerns  which  called  for 
removal  of  felony  penalties  for 
possession  of  small  amounts  of 
marijuana.  Rev.  Clyde  Frazier,  Monroe, 
commented  on  this  action:  “The  United 
Methodist  Church,  through  this  action, 
urges  abstinence  from  marijuana.  It 
does  not  recommend  legalization.  It  is 
encouraging  removal  of  severe  penalties, 
such  as  prison,  for  possession  of  small 
amounts,  while  retaining  lesser 
penalties,  such  as  fines.  The  church 
believes  the  social  costs  of  wrecked  lives 
and  careers,  in  this  instance,  outweigh 
the  benefits  of  severe  penalties.’’ 

Lay  delegates  present  were:  Mrs. 
Robert  Compton,  Raymond;  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery,  Baton  Rouge;  Mr.  Bill 
Patrick,  Baton  Rouge;  Mr.  W.  D.  Cotton, 
Rayville;  Dr.  L.  Keith  Mason, 
Shreveport;  Dr.  J.  Robert  Kemmerly, 


Bill  Patrick  at  the  "mike”  during  plenary  session.  Other  members  of  the 
Louisiana  delegation  are  seen  seated  on  the  left. 


Minden.  Clergy  representatives  were: 
Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  New  Orleans;  Dr. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr. 
Douglas  L.  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr. 
B.  A.  Galloway,  Shreveport;  Dr.  Alfred 
L.  Norris,  New  Orleans;  and  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes,  Shreveport.  Reserve  delegates 
present  included:  Mr.  John  Tubb, 
Pineville;  Mr.  Hubert  Blanchard, 
Sulphur;  Rev.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Monroe; 
Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  Monroe;  Rev.  Clyde 
Frazier,  Monroe;  Rev.  Ed.  Thomas, 
Ruston;  and  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
Shreveport. 

Delegates  expressed  reaction  to  the 
General  Conference  as  follows: 

Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  commended  the 
principal  delegates  “for  the  way  they 
have  maintained  their  responsibilities, 
by  staying  on  the  floor,  voting,  and  doing 
thpir  homework.’’ 

Dr.  Robert  Kemmerly  said,  “There 
has  been  a  real  concern  with  world 
hunger,  not  only  in  the  physical  sense, 
but  also  with  the  spiritual  hunger  of  the 
world.’’ 

Rev.  Ed.  Thomas  stated,  “There  are  so 
many  points  of  view  and  persons  from  so 
many  different  places,  but  out  of  it  all  has 
come  a  desire  to  find  the  will  of  Christ  for 
our  church.” 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn:  “This  con¬ 
ference  does  not  have  the  degree  of 
tension  found  in  past  conferences.  This 
may  indicate  a  maturity  which  enables 


Four  churches  to  receive  1000  Club  funds 


Claudius  Mayo  (left,  front  row)  is  shown  presenting  a  check  to  Cyrus  W.  Tietje, 
chairman  of  the  building  committee  of  the  Roanoke  Church,  Lake  Charles  District. 
Others  in  the  picture  (from  left)  are:  Terry  Lavergne,  chairman  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries;  Rev.  Home  Bailes,  Pastor;  Orval  McMillan,  treasurer  and  chairman. 
Administrative  Board;  and  Steve  Carr,  local  1000  Club  chairman.  The  Roanoke 
Church  was  the  church  on  the  First  1000  Club  call  this  conference  year. 

The  Arabi  United  Methodist  Church,  chosen  represented  the  highest  priority. 
New  Orleans;  Second  United  Methodist  The  First  Call,  scheduled  for  Sep- 
Church,  New  Orleans;  Ivanhoe  United  tember  1976,  has  designated  $10,000  each 


Methodist  Church,  Lafayette;  and  a  new 
church  in  Slidell  are  to  be  the  recipients 
of  1000  Club  funds  during  the  1976-1977 
Conference  Year  in  Louisiana.  The 
churches  were  chosen  as  those  to  receive 
the  calls  ”...  as  the  most  deserving  of 
the  calls  from  the  largest  number  of 
applications  for  1000  Club  moneys 
received  in  recent  years,”  according  to 
Cecil  Bland,  Conference  Director  1000 
Club. 

The  Appropriations  Committee, 
chaired  by  Mr.  Bland  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  met  recently  in  Alexandria  to 
evaluate  those  churches  and  United 
Methodist  institutions  which  had  applied. 
There  are  three  “Calls”  which  go  out 
over  the  Conference  each  year  to 
raise  $20,000  each  to  assist  new  churches 
and  transitional  churches  to  finance  the 
building  of  their  sanctuary.  All  of  the 
applicants  were  deserving  of  attention, 
according  to  the  committee,  and  those 

Ashram  date  set 

Two  Ashrams  are  again  planned  for 
this  year,  according  to  the  Rev.  Jimmie 
D.  Pyles,  Conference  Secretary  of 
Evangelism.  The  first  session  will  be 
held  in  Baton  Rouge  August  5-7.  The  Rev. 
Sale  Lilly,  10478  Ridgely  Drive,  Baton 
Rouge  70809  is  the  registrar,  and  should 
be  contacted  for  reservations. 


for  the  Arabi  Church  and  the  Second 
Church,  both  in  New  Orleans.  The  Second 
Call,  December  1976,  will  go  to  the 
Ivanhoe  Church;  and  the  Third  Call, 
March  1977,  is  designated  for  the  new 
Slidell  Church  in  the  Hammond  District. 

The  1000  Club  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Laity, 
is  a  purely  volunteer  organization 
established  in  1952  to  help  new  churches 
and  small  churches  having  to  move  or  to 
be  reorganized  in  a  new  start.  Well  over  a 
half  million  dollars  have  gone  to  aid  more 
than  50  such  churches  in  the  Conference 
since  the  program  was  initiated. 

Those  wishing  to  take  part  are  aSked  to 
contact  their  pastor.  There  are  three 
times  each  year  that  members  are  called 
upon  to  contribute  $10,  a  total  of  $30  a 
year.  The  sum  of  $20,000  is  raised  each 
time  to  help  a  church  financially,  or  the 
total  calls  during  the  year  are  $60,000. 


us  to  live  more  adequately  with  tension.” 

Mr.  John  Tubb:  “I  have  learned  so 
much.  I  have  enjoyed  being  able  to  share 
this  experience.” 

Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  who  served 
on  the  Committee  on  Global  Ministries: 
“The  wording  relating  to  the  purpose  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  being 
changed  from  one  dealing  with  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  organizational  concerns 
to  indicate  the  purpose  of  the  Board  is  to 
lift  up  Christ  in  all  of  life.” 

Rev.  Lea  Joyner:  “I  have  been  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  inspirational  events  of  the 
conference,  especially  the  sermon  by  Dr. 
Handy.” 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes:  “While  the  legislative 
process  seems  slow  and  frustrating,  I  see 
little  way  to  improve  it.  Every  petition 
needs  the  careful  consideration  it 
receives.’! 

Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton:  “After  several 
General  Conferences  in  which  significant 
change  was  made,  this  conference  has 
been  doing  the  necessary  consolidation 
essential  for  continuity  in  any 
organization.  While  less  spectacular  than 
former  conferences,  it  is  important  as  a 
necessary  stage  in  our  continuing 
pilgrimage  as  a  church.” 

Dr.  Alfred L.  Norris:  “I  was  impressed 
with  the  intense  and  dedicated  work  of 
the  delegates.  There  has  been  real 
dedication  to  Christ  here,  as  well  as  a 
desire  to  represent  fairly  the  persons  who 
elected  this  body.” 


Young  adults 
to  tour 

Natchez  Trace 

The  Bikecentennial  Natchez  Trace 
Tour  is  being  planned  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  and  is  designated  for 
young  adults.  The  Tour  will  take  place 
June  20-27,  1976,  and  will  take  seven  full 
days  at  a  comfortable  pace  of  45  to  55 
miles  a  day.  Provisions  are  being  made 
for  camping  along  the  way  in  parks  and 
at  churches. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Brady  B.  For¬ 
man,  of  Marksville,  who  is  director  of  the 
tour,  “.  .  .  the  Natchez  Trace  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  beautiful  sights  to 
be  seen  in  the  South  .  .  .”  The  tour  begins 
at  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington,  Miss,  and  is  scheduled  to 
end  at  Tombigbee  State  Park  near 
Tupelo,  Miss.  A  total  of  290  miles  will 
be  covered.  It  is  well  suited  for  the 
cyclist,  as  all  heavy  and  fast  traffic  is 
prohibited. 

The  tour  is  open  to  young  adults  out  of 
high  school,  18  years  of  age  and  over. 
Registrations  must  be  in  immediately. 
Cost  of  the  tour  is  $55.,  which  covers 
meals,  camp  fees,  travel  expenses  back 
to  Washington  from  Tupelo,  insurance, 
and  a  say  wagon  to  carry  the  camping 
gear.  There  will  be  an  additional  $10. 
registration  fee,  making  the  total  $65. 

The  first  15  persons  registering  will 
receive  a  special  “76  Bikecentennial” 
patch.  For  more  information  or 
registration  contact  your  local  pastor  or 
a  Campus  Minister,  or  write  to  Rev. 
Brady  B.  Forman,  612  N.  Main  St., 
Marksville,  La.  71351  at  once. 

Black  College  Fund 
benefits  Dillard 

Reports  received  in  the  Bishop’s  office 
indicate  that  from  the  Black  College 
Fund  $200,000  has  been  committed  to 
Dillard  University  for  the  expansion  of 
the  library.  Additionally,  the  report 
shows  that  during  1975  $354,470.46  was  in 
the  distribution  for  Dillard  from  the 
Black  College  Fund  and  that  additionally 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  paid 
the  salary  of  the  chaplain  and  much  of 
the  expenses  of  the  chaplain’s  office. 
Methodists  are  supporting  the  Black 
College  Fund  in  increasing  strength,  and 
we  rejoice  in  the  giving  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Let  us  continue  this 
throughout  the  year.  It  is  urgent  that  this 
be  continued  through  the  year. 


Francis  Asbury  marks  ten  years 


Francis  Asbury  Church,  the  newest 
church  in  the  Baton  Rouge  district, 
marked  its  Tenth  Anniversary  on  May  16. 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  delivered  the 
morning  sermon.  Other  guests  of  honor 
included  former  pastors,  leaders  and 
charter  members. 

Early-day  clippings,  photographs  and 


memorabilia  were  displayed  and  after 
the  services,  dinner  on  the  grounds  added 
a  social  time  of  fellowship. 

Mrs.  Bob  Bolger,  chairperson  of  the 
Worship  Work  Area,  was  in  charge  of 
planning  the  meaningful  celebration.  The 
Rev.  Larry  Maddin  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


New  Orleans  District 
announces  camp  dates 


Mrs.  Mariann  Burns,  District  Director 
of  Camping  for  the  New  Orleans  District, 
has  announced  the  summer  camping 
dates  for  the  district.  They  are:  7th  &  8th 
Grade,  June  21-26,  with  the  Rev.  Tommy 
Bergeron,  Director;  4th  Grade,  July  5-9, 
with  the  Rev.  Elliott  Seymour,  Director; 
5th  and  6th  Grade,  July  26-31,  with  the 
Rev.  Bob  Lawton,  Director;  and  Senior 
High  Camp,  August  9-14,  the  Rev.  Steve 
Carraway,  Director. 

Mrs.  Burns  indicates  that  camping  in 
the  New  Orleans  District  has  grown  in 
interest  and  response  and  the  1976  season 
promises  to  be  the  best  ever.  With  the 
addition  of  Mr.  Bruce  Strotman  as  the 
paid  staff  member  of  Camp  Istrouma 
(expenses  paid  by  the  Conference  Pilot 


Lay  Witness  Mission  at  Jackson  Church 
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The  second  Ashram  will  be  held  again 
in  Ruston,  January  6-8,  1977.  Pre¬ 
registration  may  be  mailed  to  Dr.  Merlin 
Merrill,  P.  O.  Box  1383,  Ruston,  La.  71270. 
An  experienced  staff  will  head  both 
meetings,  and  persons  desiring  detailed 
information  should  contact  Mr.  Pyles  at 
P.  O.  Box  712,  Jennings  70546. 


Bishop’s  Message 

This  week  you  will  be  preparing  lor  your  contribution  to  the  Foundation.  It 
will  be  well  also  to  reflect  on  some  of  the  things  accomplished  at  General 
Conference  last  week.  Some  of  these  items  you  will  consider  good,  some  bad, 
some  so-so,  but  for  better  or  worse  they  are  listed.  The  conference  — 

—Decisively  rejected  the  idea  of  term  episcopacy,  an  idea  that  would  have 
made  bishops  into  rotating  chairpersons  in  annual  conferences. 

—Affirmed  that  bishops  were  to  be  included  in  the  missional  planning  of  the 
church. 

—Voted  that  elected  staff  personnel  of  General  Boards  and  Agencies  must 
belong  to  the  UMC. 

—Eliminated  crippling  quotas  in  the  employment  of  staff  members  on 
General  Boards  and  Agencies. 

—Established  a  responsible  youth  program  with  some  accountability  written 
therein. 

—Rejected  all  efforts  to  permit  ordination  of  self-confessed  homosexuals. 

—Stated  that  total  abstinence  from  alcoholic  beverages  fulfils  the  highest 
form  of  Christian  witness  in  the  field  of  drug  problems. 

—Rejected  repeated  efforts  to  encourage  antinomianism  in  Methodism. 

—Said  no  to  many  attempts  to  approve  permissiveness  in  moral  standards. 

—Affirmed  the  pastor  as  the  chairperson  of  the  local  church  nominating 
committee. 

—Received  and  adopted  statements  relative  to  the  relationship  of  evangelism 
and  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  thus  hinting  for  the  first  time  in 
many  years  the  rapprochement  between  missions  and  evangelism  in  the  work 
of  that  board. 

—Clearly  emphasized  evangelism  in  a  stronger  way  than  in  many  years. 

—Sought  to  write  accountability  into  all  pieces  of  legislation. 

—Defeated  a  move  to  set  up  an  expensive  study  committee  on  sexuality. 

—Defeated  the  proposed  endorsement  of  a  national  health  program  along  the 
lines  of  the  Kennedy-Griffin  bill. 

—Rejected  totally  the  concept  of  socialized  medicine. 

—Voted  to  give  the  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women  $800,000.00  of  World 
Service  funds  for  the  next  four  years. 

—Lifted  up  the  church  school  as  a  primary  area  of  Methodism’s  new  in¬ 
terests. 

—Ordered  an  investigation  into  quota  systems  within  institutions  of  the 
church,  especially  those  systems  that  seem  self-defeating  and  nonproductive. 

—Limited  the  term  of  a  bishop  on  any  one  area  to  eight  years.  (Bishops  are 
bishops  for  life  but  may  reside  in  one  area  only  8  years.) 

—Dropped  the  retirement  age  for  all  ministers  from  72  to  70. 

And  there  were  many  other  items.  Generally  the  conference  was  considered 
rather  conservative.  Be  it  said  to  the  conference  delegates’  credit:  for  the  most 
part,  they  could  not  be  stampeded  by  pressure  groups.  This  is  to  the  good, 

surely'  Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Retirement  home 
purchased  in  Slidell 

A  minister’s  retirement  home  has  been 
purchased  recently  by  First  Church, 

Slidell,  and  The  Retired  Minister’s 
Homes  Board,  Inc.,  according  to  an 
announcement  received  from  the  Rev. 

James  L.  Adams,  of  LaPlace,  Chairman 
of  the  Board.  The  home  is  in  a  lovely  sub¬ 
division  in  North  Slidell. 

Mr.  Adams  notes  that  with  the  recent 
purchase  of  the  home,  “.  .  .  this  fulfills  a 
dream  of  the  conference,  as  we  now  have 


property  in  every  district  in  the  con¬ 
ference.” 


Program),  much  planning  has  gone  into 
the  events  for  this  year. 

She  also  states  that  as  a  “.  .  .  member 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Camp 
Istrouma,  I  would  like  to  report  great 
progress  at  the  camp  ...”  Some  of  the 
progress  includes  improvement  of 
facilities,  winterizing  the  dining  hall,  and 
adding  many  other  conveniences. 

The  New  Orleans  District  will  provide 
bus  service  to  and  from  Camp  Istrouma 
at  $5.  per  round-trip  ticket.  Because  of  an 
increase  in  camping  fees,  the  District  is 
also  offering  camping  scholarships  for 
those  who  need  help. 

Applications  for  scholarships  should  be 
addressed  to  Mariann  Burns,  Rt.  2,  Box 
E-17,  Luling,  La.  70070. 


A  picture  of  the 
home  is  shown. 
Also,  a  top  picture 
shows  the  signing  of 
the  purchase  agree¬ 
ment  ( l-r ):  Dr. 
Folse,  of  the  Slidell 
Church ;  Rev. 
William  Fraser, 
Hammanond 
District  Superin¬ 
tendent;  James  L. 
Adams;  and  Rev. 
Phi!  Woodland, 
pastor  ‘of  First 
Church. 


Disaster  and  world  hunger  seminars  held 

Nine  UMCOR 
seminars  were  con¬ 
ducted  this  spring 
throughout  the  Con¬ 
ference,  with  one 
being  held  in  each 
of  the  nine  dis¬ 
tricts.  Hubert  Blan- 
chard,  UMCOR 
Chairman  for  the 
Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  says  all  meet¬ 
ings  were  well  at¬ 
tended. 

Mr.  Blanchard 
commented,  “Al¬ 
though  it  has  been  a 
busy  three  weeks, 
and  many  miles 
covered,  it  has  been 
worth  the  effort.  In 
talking  with  United 


Methodists  across  the  conference,  we 
have  endeavored  to  bring  to  a  focal  point 
the  disaster  relief  and  world  hunger  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  every  Christian.” 

Along  with  Mr.  Blanchard,  Don  Mor¬ 
gan  of  the  Welsh  Church  has  also  trav¬ 
eled  and  helped  to  conduct  the  seminars 
in  the  conference  Morgan  said,  “It  is  by 
accepting  our  Christian  duty  to  show 


Don  Morgan  and  Hubert  Blanchard. 

care  and  concern  for  our  fellow  man  in 
times  of  devastating  personal  disasters, 
that  we  fulfill  the  role  of  good  Samari¬ 
tans  .  . 


Anyone  wishing  to  help  in  either  of 
these  endeavors  should  contact  the 
UMCOR  Disaster  chairperson  in  their 
local  congregation,  or  their  pastor. 


Jackson  Church  reports  a  highly  successful  Lay  Witness  Mission  held  early  in 
April.  The  Mission  was  coordinated  by  Jack  Dew,  and  the  Rev.  Albert  C.  Collins  is 
pastor. 

The  accompanying  picture  left  shows  witnesses  who  took  part  in  the  Mission. 
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Are  we  really  committed  to  new  ‘missional  priorities’? 


By  now  every  United  Methodist  should 
be  aware  that  our  church  has  three  new 
“missional  priorities”:  world  hunger, 
ethnic  minority  local  churches,  and 
evangelism. 

The  subjects  of  wide  discussion  during 
the  past  year,  almost  no  one  will  deny 
that  these  are  three  concerns  which  need 
urgently  to  be  addressed  by  our  church. 

At  General  Conference,  acceptance  of 
these  new  priorities  was  assumed  almost 
from  the  beginning  (see  TM/  UMR,  May 
14).  No  one  questioned  the  existence  of 
world  hunger,  and  that  our  church  should 
be  doing  something  about  it.  No  one 
questioned  the  existence  of  a  crisis  in  our 
ethnic  minority  local  churches,  where 
membership  is  rapidly  eroding  and  well- 
trained  new  leaders  are  urgently  needed. 
Few  questioned  the  need  for  our  church 
to  be  urgently  involved  anew  in 


presenting  Christ  to  those  who  do  not 
follow  Him.  Nearly  all  of  the  discussion, 
however,  concerned  how  we  can  fund  the 
new  priorities  without  hurting  all  of  the 
other  ongoing  general  programs  of  our 
church. 

The  ready  acceptance  of  the  new 
“missional  priorities,”  coupled  with  the 
struggle  over  how  to  fund  them,  raises  a 
serious  question:  Are  we  totally  or 
scarcely  committed,  as  a  church,  to  meet 
these  urgent  needs? 

The  hunger  and  ethnic  minority  local 
church  emphases  emerged  a  year  ago 
when  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
used  its  authority  to  readjust  “missional 
priorities”  between  sessions  of  the 
General  Conference.  According  to  the 
“Discipline,”  such  readjustments  are  to 
be  made  within  the  existing  framework 
of  available  funds. 


How  long  can  our  apportionment 
system  survive  ‘new  priorities’? 


Despite  the  recent  General  Con¬ 
ference’s  sensitivity  to  the  views  of  the 
church’s  membership  (see  TM/  UMR 
May  7  and  May  14),  the  bottom  line  on 
finances  can  be  read  only  one  way :  more 
and  higher  apportionments  (see 
preceding  editorial). 

During  the  past  decade,  escalations  in 
the  “World  Service”  fund  have  scarcely 
matched  the  rate  of  inflation.  But  with 
each  General  Conference,  one  or  two  new 
general  apportionment  funds  have  been 
created  so  that  “World  Service”  now 
amounts  to  considerably  less  than  half  of 
the  general  church  funds  that  local 
churches  are  asked  to  provide. 

As  the  number  of  apportioned  funds 
has  proliferated,  many  congregations 
have  been  faced  with  financial  crunches 
locally,  and  have  asked  for  greater 
flexibility  in  choosing  which  general 
causes  of  the  church  they  wish  to  sup¬ 
port.  Those  requests  have  been  answered 
•with  more  apportionments  which  they 
are  “expected”  to  pay. 

No  one  who  is  familiar  with  the 
programs  supported  by  the  various 
general  funds  would  question  their  value. 
All  are  worthy  of  support. 

But  the  question  which  eventually  must 
be  asked  and  answered  is:  “How  long 
can  we  continue  to  engage  in  the 
seemingly  contradictory  activity  of 
adding  new  “priorities”  without  really 
prioritizing?  And  how  long  can  local 
churches  continue  to  accept  and  pay  all 
that  is  “expected”  on  all  apportion¬ 
ments? 

In  recent  years,  many  congregations 
already  have  felt  forced  to  make  a  choice 
between  local  priorities  and  connectional 
priorities.  Each  time  a  'new  ap¬ 


portionment  is  created,  more 
congregations  are  faced  with  that  painful 
dilemma.  A  decision  in  favor  of  local 
priorities  results  in  a  smaller  percentage 
of  each  apportionment  being  paid 
churchwide,  and  undermines  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  all  apportionments  should  be 
paid  in  full.  If  the  present  trend  con¬ 
tinues,  we  believe  our  church’s  ap¬ 
portionment  system  will  eventually 
cease  to  be  a  dependable  and  effective 
way  of  funding  our  church’s  connectional 
ministries. 

There  really  is  no  scarcity  of  money  in 
most  United  Methodist  congregations  — 
provided  persons  are  sufficiently 
motivated  to  give.  There  is  a  limit  to 
people’s  willingness  to  give  “un¬ 
designated”  funds  —  and  local  church 
apportionments  are  paid  almost  entirely 
from  undesignated  contributions  to  the 
church  budget. 

If  our  church  is  to  avoid  an  irreversible 
crisis  in  funding  its  work  at  the  general 
level,  we  believe:  (1)  If  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  declares  any  new 
“missional  priorities”  during  the  next 
four  years,  it  should  engage  in  genuine 
re-prioritizing,  whereby  some  existing 
programs  are  reduced  or  eliminated  in 
order  to  fund  the  new  priorities;  and 
(2)  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  should  announce  its 
intention  early  in  this  quadrennium  to 
recommend  that  no  new  apportionment 
funds  be  created  in  1980.  Additionally,  the 
GCFA  should  consider  more  seriously 
than  ever  before  ways  of  providing  local 
churches  with  a  variety  of  vigorously 
promoted  missional  challenges  from 
which  they  may  choose  to  give  support 
over  and  above  their  apportionments. 


If  we  go  by  the  dictionary,  a  “missional 
priority”  likewise  would  be  a  task  to  be 
accomplished  which  is  given  superiority 
in  rank  above  other  tasks. 

If  we  study  the  General  Conference’s 
actions,  we  see  immediately  that  no 
prioritizing  took  place.  For  prioritizing  to 
have  occurred,  the  new  emphases  would 
have  to  take  the  place  of  some  previous 
emphases.  In  fact,  nearly  all  previous 
programs  were  continued,  and  they  will 
receive  as  much  or  more  funding  now 
than  previously. 

Rather  than  being  treated  as  new  "top 
priorities”  in  the  church’s  existing 
budgets,  a  new  apportionment  fund  was 
created  to  support  the  "missional 
priorities.”  This  turn  of  events  was 
understandably  disappointing  to  persons 
who  accepted  the  Disciplinary  and 
dictionary  understandings  of  prioritizing 
at  face  value  —  especially  those  with 
raised  expectations  for  assistance  to 
ethnic  minority  local  congregations 
which  are  struggling  to  survive. 

It  sounds  good  to  say  that  alleviating 


world  hunger,  assisting  ethnic  minority 
congregations,  and  engaging  in 
evangelism  are  now  our  church’s  top 
priorities.  But  that  is  not  true.  With 
regard  to  funding,  at  least,  our  top 
priorities  remain  our  church’s  ongoing 
programs  The  three  "missional 
priorities"  are  at  best  our  top  new  and 
additional  areas  of  concern. 

Whether  our  church  is  “totally  com¬ 
mitted,”  or  “scarcely”  committed  to 
these  new  priorities  can  only  be  deter¬ 
mined  now  by  the  extent  to  which  local 
congregations  across  the  church  respond 
with  support  during  the  next  four  years. 
Because  of  the  urgent  needs  involved,  we 
hope  that  local  churches  will  treat  the 
new  “Missional  Priorities  Fund”  as  “top 
priority.” 

And  to  avoid  misunderstanding  and 
false  expectations  in  the  future,  we  hope 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  will 
establish  a  clear  working  definition  of  the 
term  “missional  priorities”  at  its  first 
meeting  during  the  new  quadrennium. 


Paper  cookies 

A  hostess  from  the  Portland  Area  of¬ 
fers  coffee  and  a  paper  cookie  to  General 
Conference  delegates  during  a  break  in 
the  sessions  [left  photo].  The  "cookies” 
were  a  part  of  a  symbolic  fast  for  hunger 
in  which  delegates  were  invited  to  take 
the  paper  ones  rather  than  the  real  ones 
and  to  make  a  donation  at  the  same  time. 
In  the  photo  above,  money  collected 
through  the  fast  is  counted. 
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Ecumenical  course: 
full  speed  ahead 

with  one  exception 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PORTLAND  —  With  one  exception,  the 
course  set  by  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  for  relations  between  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  other  Christian 
denominations  appears  to  be  “full  speed 
ahead.” 

The  exception  was  an  action  by 
delegates  mandating  that  only  United 
Methodists  be  eligible  to  fill  executive 
staff  positions  in  the  denomination’s 
agencies.  The  action  was  interpreted  to 
apply  to  new  staff  hirings  and  will  not 
result  in  automatic  dismissals  for 
present  staff  who  are  members  of  other 
denominations. 

Viewed  by  some  as  a  strategy  for 
harassing  church  agencies,  Dr.  Robert 
Huston  of  the  denomination’s  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  and  Interreligious  Concerns  divi¬ 
sion,  said  he  couldn’t  get  hysterical 
about  the  action.  He  said  he  didn’t  view  it 
as  a  consciously  anti-ecumenical  stance, 
but  he  said  it  reflected  a  concern  that  the 
persons  representing  the  church  ought  to 
be  United  Methodists.  “In  large  part,  I 
come  down  there  myself,”  he  said.  He 
said  it  wouldn’t  make  much  sense  to  have 
a  non-United  Methodist  representing  the 
church  in  the  division  of  ecumenical 
concerns,  for  example. 

The  concern  behind  the  concern  for 
United  Methodist  staff  was  the  question 
of  hiring  non-Christians  for  staff 
positions.  The  faith  question  was  a  more 
basic  concern  than  the  denominational 
affiliation  question,  reported  other  ob¬ 
servers. 

Dr.  Huston  told  TM/  UMR  the  General 
Conference  was  “not  avant  garde”  but 
showed  clear,  fundamental  un¬ 
derstanding  and  support  for  ecumenical 
relationships. 

Support  for  the  “mutual  recognition  of 
membership  between  United  Methodist 
and  other  Christian  churches”  will  be 
viewed  as  the  most  creative  ecumenical 
step  in  the  years  ahead,  Dr.  Huston 
predicted. 

The  statement  calling  for  “mutual 
recognition”  grew  out  of  the  nine- 
denomination  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU)  and  has  been  approved  by 
five  of  the  nine  churches :  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.,  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Membership  in  a  particular  church  is 
membership  in  the  whole  people  of  God,” 
is  the  essence  of  the  statement.  The 
General  Conference,  in  supporting  the 
statement  announced  “we  intend  to  work 
toward  removing  any  impediments  in 


our  life  which  prevent  us  from  receiving 
into  full  membership  all  members  so 
recognized.” 

Questions  of  baptism,  confirmation, 
Holy  Communion,  and  mutual 
recognition  of  ministers  are  to  be 
discussed  and  negotiated  with  other 
churches  through  the  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Division  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  with  a  report  due 
back  to  the  1980  General  Conference. 

A  specific  request  was  directed  to  the 
church’s  bishops  to  develop  a  statement 
on  the  cause  of  Christian  unity  to  be 
presented  to  the  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  denomination’s 
history,  the  chief  executive  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  addressed  the 
General  Conference. 

Dr.  Philip  Potter  identified  current 
United  Methodist  concerns  for 
evangelism,  world  hunger,  the  energy 
crisis,  the  arms  race,  world  inflation,  and 
the  pressures  of  loneliness  also  as  being 
concerns  of  the  World  Council. 

A  move  to  reduce  the  church’s  ap¬ 
propriations  to  the  World  Council  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  by  50 
percent  was  overwhelmingly  defeated. 
Funding  for  the  church  councils  will  be 
slightly  increased  during  the  next  four 
years  with  the  WCC  set  to  receive 
$300,000  annually  and  the  National 
Council  $500,000  per  year.  Intensified 
interpretation  of  “the  goals  and  pur¬ 
poses”  of  the  councils  in  the  church  was 
also  requested  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

In  other  actions  related  to  the  church’s 
ecumenical  involvement,  the  General 
Conference : 

•  Received  and  referred  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  churches  from  the  Nairobi 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  to  local 
churches  for  discussion  and  response. 

•  Mandated  the  Division  of  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  and  Interreligious  Concerns  to  devel¬ 
op  a  definitive  statement  on  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  United  Methodist  Christians  to  the 
other  living  religions  of  the  world. 

•  Approved  new  “concordats”  with  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  and  with  the 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Caribbean  and 
the  Americas  (see  TM/  UMR,  May  7). 
“While  not  forthrightly  ecumenical,”  Dr. 
Huston  said  of  the  concordats,  “they  are 
a  recognition  of  the  larger-than-national 
character  of  our  church.” 

•  Refused  to  register  an  opinion  on  the 
question  of  women’s  ordination  in  the 
Episcopal  Church,  but  said  of  the 
irregularly  ordained  Episcopal  women: 
“we  affirm  and  uphold  our  sisters  in  their 
choice  to  respond  to  the  ordained 
ministry.” 


Bishops  State  of  the  Church 
address:  new  approach  needed 


At  the  opening  session  of  United 
Methodism’s  1976  General  Conference, 
Bishop  James  Thomas  delivered  the 
traditional  “Episcopal  Address”  and, 
among  other  things,  dared  our  church  to 
gain  one  million  new  members  and  raise 
200  million  new  dollars  for  missional 
projects  between  now  and  the 
denomination’s  bi-centennial  in  1984. 

One  would  expect  such  a  challenge  to 
elicit  much  discussion  —  pro  and  con. 
From  our  conversations  with  delegates 
and  analysis  of  the  General  Conference’s 
actions,  however,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
“Episcopal  Address”  had  minimal 
impact. 

In  our  view,  this  lack  of  impact  was  not 
the  result  of  any  shortcoming  on  Bishop 
Thomas’  part.  He  did  his  work 
thoughtfully  and  carefully.  The  problem 
lies  instead  in  the  nature  of  the 
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“Episcopal  Address”  as  it  traditionally 
has  been  conceived. 

The  “Episcopal  Address”  is  drafted  by 
a  single  bishop  and  then  presented  to  the 
full  Council  of  Bishops  for  suggestions 
and  approval.  Dating  back  to  a  time 
when  mass  communications  were  less 
effective,  a  major  part  of  the  address  is 
aimed  at  reporting  what  the  church  has 
done  since  the  previous  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  assessing  the  current  “State 
of  the  Church.”  Intermingled  with  the 
reports  and  analyses  are  numerous 
challenges  for  the  future. 

By  its  nature,  the  “Episcopal  Address” 
tends  to  deal  with  the  whole  range  of 
concerns  facing  the  church,  and  to  be 
without  any  central  focus.  In  the  past,  it 
has  often  taken  more  than  two  hours  for 
the  “Episcopal  Address”  to  be  delivered. 
In  contrast,  Bishop  Thomas’  address 
lasted  less  than  an  hour.  But  it  still 
succumbed  to  the  danger  of  all  “State  of 
the  Church”  addresses:  it  said  so  much 
about  so  many  different  concerns  that 
nothing  in  it  stood  out  to  grab  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  delegates  and  motivate  them 
to  action. 

With  the  vast  communications  network 
now  operative  throughout  our  church, 
interested  church  members  are  already 
aware  of  the  general  state  of  things  and 
what  the  issues  are.  And  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference,  who  have  studied 
the  mountains  of  advance  materials  sent 
them,  scarcely  need  to  hear  another 
report. 

If  future  “Episcopal  Addresses”  are 
to  play  a  significant  role  in  shaping  the 
outcome  of  General  Conference,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  needs  to  update  its 
approach.  Toward  this  end,  we  offer  the 
following  suggestions: 

1.  The  “Episcopal  Address”  should  be 
no  more  than  20  minutes  in  length. 

2.  Instead  of  trying  to  cover  the  whole 
range  of  church  concerns,  the  bishops 
should  lift  up  what  they  consider  to  be  the 
two  or  three  greatest  needs  facing  the 
church,  and  offer  specific  proposals 
which  will  challenge  the  church  to 
respond  to  those  needs. 

3.  The  “Episcopal  Address”  should  be 
primarily  motivational  rather  than 
descriptive.  It  should  provide  fresh 
visions  regarding  what  will  be  required  if 
we  are  to  be  faithful  to  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
present  and  the  future. 

The  just-completed  General  Con¬ 
ference  accomplished  a  great  deal,  but  it 
ended  without  a  stirring  challenge  to  the 
church’s  membership  regarding  how  we 
should  be  about  God’s  business  in  the 
coming  four  years.  We  believe  such  a 
challenge  to  the  delegates  and  mem¬ 
bership  can  be  offered  in  future  years  if 
our  bishops  will  bend  tradition  and 
develop  a  new  approach  for  their 
“Episcopal  Address.” 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Another  viewpoint  on  refugee  adoption 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  article  entitled, 
“Refugee  adoption:  is  it  a  good  alter¬ 
native?”  in  your  April  30  issue. 

My  wife  and  I  have  for  many  years 
been  under  the  false  assumption  (so  we 
now  find  out)  that  we  are  all  God’s 
children.  Authority:  Kindergarten  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class  of  1940,  Gresham 
Methodist  Church,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

We  are  sending  back  to  the  U.M.  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  (under  separate 
cover)  three  of  our  four  children:  one 
Native  American  and  two  Korean.  We 
are  keeping  our  one  homegrown  on  ac¬ 
count  of  our  knowledge  he  is  not  a  result 
of  “social  abnormalities  of  war”  (rape, 
prostitution,  etc.). 

We  truly  love  them  all,  but  being  faith¬ 
ful  and  strong  supporters  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  always  do  what  our 
preachers  preach  (or  document). 

In  conclusion,  great  article,  but  you 
were  a  little  late  as  Jimmy  Carter 
already  told  us  about  “ethnic  purity.” 
How  about  a  new  U.M.  slogan  for  the  Bi- 
Centennial:  “America  for  Americans”; 
or  better  yet,  one  for  the  Global 
Ministries,  “Don’t  knock  it  till  you’ve 
tried  it.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  C.  Wiley 
Mokena,  Illinois 

Christian  lore  hnous 
no  foreign  boundaries 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  urge  readers  of 
TM/  UMR  to  consider  prayerfully  and 
lovingly  the  possibilities  of  opening  their 
hearts,  their  homes,  and  their  love  to 
children  of  other  cultures  who  need 
homes  and  families. 

Only  last  March,  1975,  my  wife  and  I 
became  the  parents  of  a  child  abandoned 
in  Korea  shortly  after  birth.  She  came  to 
us  through  the  good  offices  of  Holt 
Adoption  of  Eugene,  Oregon.  God  has 
richly  blessed  our  family  and  our  lives 
with  her! 

I  am  afraid  that  the  concern  of  the 
Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  (TM/  UMR,  April  3c )  may  be 
misplaced,  and  may  actually  deter  some 
from  taking  such  a  step  of  love.  To 
suggest  that  there  is  something 
inherently  wrong  with  transcultural 
adoption  is,  I  believe,  a  tragic  error, 
bordering  on  a  form  of  racism.  To  be 
sure,  in  the  context  of  the  Vietnamese 
emergency,  mistakes  were  undoubtedly 
made.  But  to  leave  abandoned  children  in 
a  culture  where  to  be  parentless  is  a 
cultural  stigma,  to  assume  that  in¬ 
stitutions  can  ever  take  the  place  of  the 
natural  family  unit,  seems  a  harsh 
alternative. 

Granted,  children  should  not  be  un¬ 
thinkingly  plucked  from  their  culture  and 
homeland.  But  it  is  equally  “granted” 
that  love  knows  no  foreign  boundaries. 
The  question  of  seeking  to  adopt  a  foreign 


child  is,  thus,  one  which  is  a  viable  option 
to  any  person  or  family,  whether  or  not 
they  already  have  "natural”  children.  I 
can  point  to  instance  after  instance 
where  such  adoptions  have  brought  forth 
love  in  unmeasured  amounts. 

I  am  afraid  that,  once  again,  our 
Boards  and  Agencies,  while  seeking  to  be 
helpful,  are  pursuing  idologically  con¬ 
ceived  policies  which  may  deter  love  and 
concern  from  being  expressed  to  in¬ 
nocent  children,  who  have  been  victims 
of  cruel  circumstance,  and  that  our 
church  may  unfairly  and  unjustly 
suggest  that  the  parents  of  such  adopted 
children  have  actually  committed  some 
bureaucratically  conceived  sin  or  evil. 

For  further  studies  on  transcultural 
adoption,  I  would  refer  readers  of 
TM/  UMR  to  publications  of  OURS, 
Humbolt  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  Min¬ 
nesota,  and  to  Holt  Adoption  in  Oregon. 

Andrew  C.  Harvey 
Gibsonia,  Pennsylvania 
We  shouldn't  give  up  canal 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Panama  Canal  item  in  TM/  UMR 
of  April  23  quoting  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  stand  on  the  1903  treaty  needs 
to  be  aired. 

The  treaty  gave  the  United  States 
sovereignty  over  the  ten  mile  strip 
(Canal  Zone)  which  is  within  Panama.  It 
is  difficult  to  think  of  it  as  a  colony  —  nor 
does  it  represent  an  injustice.  The  ship 
transit  tolls  are  shared  with  the  Republic 
of  Panama  and  have  been  for  many 
years.  Now  they  want  the  whole  pie. 

Among  proposed  concessions  reported 
by  the  State  Department,  *  the  Canal 
would  be  operated  by  the  Republic  of 
Panama  with  the  U.S.  in  charge  of  the 
Canal’s  defense. 

Of  course  we  prefer  friendly  relations 
with  Panama  and  all  Central  American 
countries.  But  hundreds  of  U.S.  lives 
were  lost  in  building  the  Canal  through 
malaria,  yellow  fever,  and  accident. 

We  should  be  firm  in  holding  the 
Panama  Canal  for  the  convenience  of  all 
world  shipping,  as  we  have  been  doing 

since  1914.  D 

Floyd  Ross 

Harlingen,  Texas 

Have  (,od's  icords  through 

* tongues'  ever  been  printed Y 

To  the  Editor: 

Today,  with  people  who  can  take 
shorthand  and  the  many  who  have  tape 
and  cassette  recorders  —  what  in¬ 
dividuals  speaking  in  tongues  are  saying, 
as  revealed  by  the  interpreter,  could  be 
recorded  for  publication. 

In  that  way  the  Christian  world  would 
know  what  God  is  saying  to  Christian 
people.  Surely  God  has  no  secrets  that 
only  a  select  few  should  know  His  will. 

“If  any  man  speak  in  an  unknown 
tongue,  let  it  be  by  two  or  at  the  most  by 
three,  and  that  by  course;  and  let  one 


interpret.  But  if  there  be  no  interpreter, 
let  him  keep  silent  in  the  church;  and  let 
him  speak  to  himself,  and  to  God.”  I  Cor. 
14:27-28 

Has  anyone  ever  read  an  article  or  a 
book  containing  the  words  of  God,  as  He 
revealed  them  through  the  language  of 
tongues  .  Martin  M.  Hyzer 

Andes,  New  York 

We  need  less  ceremony , 

more  warmth  and  joy 

To  the  Editor: 

The  picture  of  two  clergypersons  in 
flowing  white  robes,  sprinkling  water 
over  a  congregation  in  the  Upper  Room 
Chapel  (TM/  UMR,  April  16),  left  me 
depressed  and  just  a  little  annoyed.  If 
Methodists  want  such  pompous 
ceremony,  there  are  a  sufficient  number 
of  sister  denominations  offering  it. 

What  we  need,  instead,  is  a  return  to 
the  simple,  spirited  service  with  warmth 
and  joy,  not  burdened  by  priestly  vest¬ 
ments,  pious  incantations,  and  newly- 
devised  rituals  setting  the  clergy  apart 
from,  and  at  odds  with,  their  flocks. 

It  is  ironic  that  as  our  Roman  Catholic 
friends  are  discovering  the  beauty  and 
power  of  spontaneity  and  simplicity  in 


.worship,  a  few  Methodists  in  strategic 
positions  seem  determined  to  bring 
irrelevant  medieval  pageantry  and 
hocus-pocus  into  our  church.  This  trend 
is  alien  to  most  of  our  people  and  will  only 
hasten  the  demise  of  Methodism  as  an 
effective  witness  to  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

Ralph  Lord  Roy 
Milford,  Connecticut 

$ 2  bill  can  be  a  blessing 

To  the  Editor: 

The  new  Jefferson  $2  bill  can  become  a 
blessing  to  churches  across  America. 
Today  —  just  as  he  has  done  for  20  years 
—  the  average  casual  church  visitor  (as 
distinguished  from  the  regular  member) 
drops  a  dollar  bill  in  the  collection  plate. 

Inflation  has  nearly  doubled  church 
costs  in  recent  years.  If  a  concentrated, 
yet  dignified,  publicity  campaign  were  to 
urge  that  the  new  $2  bill  be  the  standard 
“casual”  contribution  to  the  collection 
plate,  millions  of  extra  dollars  might 
become  available  for  needy  church  work. 
The  spread  between  $1  and  $5  is  rather 
great.  A  $2  contribution  might  well  catch 
on. 

Francis  R.  Line 
Capistrano  Beach,  California 


Observe  Student  Day  at  your  church. 
What  you  give  can  make  the  difference! 
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A  Variety  of  perspectives  at  (General  Conference 

Eyes,  ears,  cameras  and  binoculars  turn  toward  the  speakers’  platform  as  delegates  and  observers  take  in  the  action  p[ 
the  1976  General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  two  weeks  ago  in  Portland,  Oregon. 
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Several  positions  modified 

‘Social  Principles’  undergo  revision 


By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PORTLAND  —  The  development  of 
new  Christian  communities,  freedom  of 
information,  political  responsibility  and 
education  are  among  the  new  subjects 
treated  in  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  as  a  result  of  action  taken  at 
the  General  Conference  here. 

The  delegates’  refusal  to  liberalize  por¬ 
tions  of  the  1972  document  relating  to 
homosexuality  gained  a  good  deal  of 
attention  (see  TM/UMR,  May  14).  How¬ 
ever.  the  Conference  also  added 
references  to  other  issues  of  church  and 
society  that  have  gained  increasing 
attention  since  the  top  legislative  body  of 
the  church  met  four  years  ago,  issues 
such  as  abortion  and  death  with  dignity. 
Abortion 

Although  abortion  has  generated  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  in  both  church 
and  society,  a  revision  of  the  United 
Methodist  position  was  made  without 
lengthy  debate.  The  new  statement  says 
“we  support  the  legal  option  of  abortion 
under  proper  medical  procedures.” 

Essentially,  the  revision  in  the  abortion 
paragraphs  reflects  the  effect  of  the  1973 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  rulings.  A  reference 
to  supporting  "the  removal  of  abortion 
from  the  criminal  code”  was  replaced 
with  the  new  wording. 

In  addition,  the  General  Conference 
added  a  sentence  that  says,  "never¬ 
theless,  governmental  laws  and 
regulations  do  not  necessarily  provide  all 
the  guidance  required  by  the  informed 
Christian  conscience.” 

The  statement  holds  that  a  decision 
concerning  abortion  should  be  made 
“(only)  after  thorough  and  thoughtful 
consideration  by  the  parties  involved, 
with  medical  and  pastoral  counsel.” 

Delegates  rejected  a  proposed 
amendment  to  delete  any  reference  to 
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support  of  the  abortion  option.  They  also 
voted  down  a  proposal  to  include 
language  about  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
decision. 

Death  with  dignity 

Regarding  “death  with  dignity,”  the 
Social  Principles  retain  their  basic  thrust 
in  support  of  the  right  of  every  person  to 
die  in  dignity  “without  efforts  to  prolong 
terminal  illnesses  merely  because  the 
technology  is  available  to  do  so.” 

New  wording  emphasized  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  decisions  in  this  area.  It  says 
that  "in  the  varying  stages  of  death  and 
life  that  advances  in  medical  science 
have  occasioned,  we  recognize  the 
agonizing  personal  and  moral  decisions 
faced  by  the  dying,  their  physicians, 
their  families  and  their  friends." 
Christian  communities 

A  new  section  called  "Other  Christian 
Communities”  was  inserted  in  the  Social 
Principles.  It  recognizes  “the  movement 
to  find  new  patterns  of  Christian  nur¬ 
turing  communities,  such  as  Koinonia 
Farms,  certain  monastic  and  other 
religious  orders,  and  some  types  of 
corporate  church  life." 

Freedom  of  information 

The  section  on  the  “political  com¬ 
munity”  has  a  new  subsection  on 
freedom  of  information  and  revised 
sections  on  basic  freedoms,  political 
responsibility  and  education. 

In  a  response  to  the  Watergate.  FBI 
and  CIA  exposes  of  the  last  years,  the 
new  section  on  "freedom  of  information” 
calls  for  “access  to  all  essential  in¬ 
formation”  for  citizens  of  every  country 
regarding  their  nation  and  its  policies. 

National  security  must  not  be  used  to 
justify  or  keep  secret  “malad¬ 
ministration,  or  illegal  and  un¬ 
conscionable  activities,”  the  new  sub¬ 
section  says.  It  also  “strongly"  rejects 
domestic  surveillance,  intimidation  of 
political  opponents  and  other  misuses  of 
power. 

Basic  freedoms 

“The  use  of  detention  and  im¬ 
prisonment  for  the  harassment  and 
elimination  of  political  opponents”  is 
decried  in  expanded  wording  of  the 
section  on  “basic  freedoms."  It  also 
states  that  "torture  for  any  purpose 
violates  Christian  teaching  and  must  be 
condemned  and/  or  opposed  by 
Christians  and  churches.” 

Political  responsibility 

A  new  section  on  "political  respon¬ 
sibility"  outlines  the  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  church  and  state.  “Separation  of 
church  and  state”  means  no  organic 
union  of  the  two,  but  does  permit  in¬ 
teraction.  The  church  should  continually 
exert  “a  strong  ethical  influence  upon  the 


state,  supporting  policies  and  programs 
deemed  to  be  just  and  compassionate  and 
opposing  policies  and  programs  which 
are  not.” 

Education 

Delegates  supported  an  amendment  to 
the  subsection  on  “education"  proposed 
by  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  III,  president  of  Drew 
University,  which  affirms  “the  right  of 
public  and  independent  institutions  to 
exist,” 

The  function  of  education  "can  best  be 
fulfilled  through  public  policies  which 
ensure  access  for  all  persons  to  free 
public  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
and  post- secondary  schools  of  their 
choice,”  the  statement  says. 

The  section  also  says  that  the  state 
should  not  use  its  authority  to  inculcate 
particular  religious  beliefs  (including 
atheism)  nor  should  it  require  prayer  or 
worship  in  the  public  schools,  but  leave 
students  free  to  practice  their  own 
religious  convictions.” 

Energy 

The  General  Conference  supported  the 
section  entitled  "the  natural  world” 
containing  a  call  for  “restrained"  use  of 
energy  resources  and  for  the 
“development  of  renewable  energy 
sources.” 

In  the  preamble  to  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples,  the  word  "Father”  was  restored 
to  refer  to  God,  instead  of  the  word 
“Creator.” 

Document  says 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  The  “gift  and  task”  for 
all  Christians  is  a  ministry  of  ser- 
vanthood  in  the  world,  according  to  a  new 
comprehensive  document  adopted  here 
by  delegates  to  the  General  Conference. 

A  new  category  of  service  which  is  to 
be  called  “diaconal  ministry”  is  also 
established  for  unordained  persons  who 
serve  the  church  on  a  full-time  basis. 
This  came  from  the  adoption  of  the 
“foundation  statement”  for  ministries  in 
the  church  called  “The  Ministry  of  All 
Christians.”  (See  TM/  UMR  Apr.  30.) 

Produced  by  a  four-year  commission  to 
study  the  ministry,  the  foundation  state¬ 
ment  will  be  included  in  the  church’s 
"Book  of  Discipline."  Essentially,  the 
document  affirms  that  all  members 
are  committed  to  some  form  of  ministry. 
It  says  "there  can  be  no  evasion  or 
delegation  of  this  responsibility;  the 
church  is  either  faithful  as  a  witnessing 
and  serving  community,  or  it  loses  its 
vitality  and  impact  on  an  'unbelieving 
world.” 

Delegates  amended  the  section 
describing  God’s  historic  covenants  with 
his  children  by  adding  “Eve,  Sarah, 


Delegates  differ  on  meaning  of 
^status  quo’  General  Conference 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  United  Methodism 
avoided  going  out  on  any  real  ec¬ 
clesiastical  limbs  during  the  recent 
meeting  here  of  the  denomination's  top 
legislative  body.  On  that  point,  most 
General  Conference  delegates  and  ob¬ 
servers  seem  to  agree. 

But  on  the  question  of  whether  such  a 
“status  quo”  temper  was  a  good  or  bad 
sign  for  the  church  seems  to  be  open  to 
widely  differing  opinions. 

That  is  one  of  the  few  conclusions 
which  can  be  reached  from  the  responses 
of  a  widely  diverse  group  of  General 
Conference  delegates  and  observers  to  a 
TM/  UMR  questionnaire  circulated  the 
final  day  of  the  sessions  here. 

TM/  UMR  asked  61  persons  —  selected 
to  represent  different  age  groups,  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  country,  and  different 
theological  stances  —  to  answer  a  series 
of  questions  about  their  feelings  and 
opinions  on  General  Conference.  Of  the 
responses,  29  persons  expressed 
basically  “positive”  feelings  about  the 
conference,  19  persons  said  their  feelings 
were  basically  “negative”  and  13  listed 
“mixed”  emotions. 

Characterizations  of  the  conference 
ranged  from  “do-nothing"  and 
“regressive”  to  "hard-working”  and 
"responsive  to  the  grass  roots." 

The  five  questions  asked,  along  with 
a  sampling  of  the  replies,  are  as  follows: 

(1)  What  word  or  phrase  do  you  feel 
best  describes  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference?  Those  who  responded  positively 
to  the  conference  used  some  of  the 
following  terms:  responsive,  respon¬ 
sible,  careful,  conserving,  local  church 
oriented,  exciting,  constructive, 
reflective,  open,  committed  to  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  church,  holding  steady, 
enriching. 

Among  the  replies  of  those  holding 
negative  feelings  were  the  following: 


regressive,  closed-minded,  adolescent, 
frustrating,  tedious  and  tasteless, 
bewildering,  reticent,  not  innovative, 
reactionary,  indecisive  and  rushed. 

Among  the  “neutral”  terms  used  to 
describe  the  conference  were  stable, 
unpredictable,  and  typical  of  the  mood  of 
society 

(2)  Is  your  basic  feeling  about  the  1976 
General  Conference's  work  positive  or 
negative?  Behind  a  majority  of  the 
negative  feelings  was  the  charge  that  the 
conference  as  a  whole  seemed  more 
determined  to  "keep  things  from  hap¬ 
pening”  than  to  “make  things  happen.” 
Several  persons  also  criticized  the 
plenary  sessions  as  being  more  occupied 
with  parliamentary  procedure  than 
getting  work  done.  Most  often  stated  as 
the  reason  for  positive  feelings  was  what 
was  called  the  "responsiveness”  of  the 
conference  to  the  local  church  and  its 
concerns  and  feelings.  Several  persons 
expressed  confidence  in  the  General 
Conference  “system”  of.  church 
government,  saying  it  gives  persons  of 
diverse  views  a  chance  to  be  heard. 

(3)  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the 
most  significant  and/  or  satisfying 
action  of  the  conference,  and  what  do  you 
consider  to  be  the  most  disappointing 
action?  The  three  approved  "missional 
priorities”  —  world  hunger,  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  and  evangelism 
—  were  most  often  listed  as  the  “most 
significant”  action  of  the  conference.  In 
fact,  30  out  of  the  61  persons  filling  out  the 
questionnaire  listed  the  “missional 
priorities”  as  the  most  significant  action. 
Other  frequently  mentioned  “most 
significant”  actions  included  the 
rejection  of  limited  terms  for  bishops  and 
the  decision  to  make  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  a  per¬ 
manent  agency  of  the  church. 

On  the  "disappointment”  side  of  the 
question  there  was  not  as  much 


Church  boards  scrutinized 
through  new  legislation 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  “Trimming  the  sails  of 
the  denomination’s  general  agencies” 
may  be  too  strong  a  term,  but  the  effect 
of  a  batch  of  legislation  adopted  here 
earlier  this  month  brings  church  agen¬ 
cies  under  closer  scrutiny  by  United 
Methodist  members. 

The  986  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  took  action  on  board  mem¬ 
bership,  staff  qualifications,  ‘■program 
directions  and  disbursement  of  funds. 

In  accordance  with  a  new  mandate, 
"each  general  board  or  agency  is 
required  to  keep  a  continuous  record  of 
its  advocacy  roles,  coalitions  supported 
by  membership  or  funds,  and  en¬ 
dorsement  or  opposition  of  federal  and 
state  legislation.” 

The  action  further  directs  that  this 
information  shall  be  available  to  United 
Methodist  churches  upon  written 
request. 

A  related  action  in  response  to  a  group 
of  petitions  about  the  disbursement  of 
church  resources,  directs  that  general 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  church  utilize 
human  resources  (staff)  and  expend  and 
disburse  funds  “only  in  support  of  those 
programs  consistent  with  the  Social 
Principles.” 

But,  shortly  before  adjournment, 
delegates  "refused  to  consider”  a  church 
and  society  legislative  committee 
recommendation  outlining  the  right  of 
general  boards  to  speak  for  the  church. 
The  recommendation  upheld  the  right 
and  duty  of  the  general  agencies  “to 
exercise  the  role  of  prophet  and  ad¬ 
vocate”  while  acknowledging  at  the 
same  time  that  “no  person,  agency  or 
group  speaks  for  the  entire  church.”  It 
also  called  for  the  agencies  to  exercise 
“more  sensitivity”  to  the  views  of  fellow 
church  members  and  recognition  of  the 
value  of  gaining  constituent  support.  The 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  was 
specifically  directed  to  plan  new  methods 
of  gaining  exposure  to  the  views  of  local 
congregations. 

Members  and  the  executive  staff  of 
boards  and  agencies  must  be  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  according 
to  another  action  taken  here  by  the 
General  Conference. 

But  attempts  to  put  an  absolute  limit  of 


eight  or  12  years  on  the  service  of  elected 
staff  officers  was  defeated  in  favor  of 
present  legislation  which  allows  for 
extension  of  the  12-year  limit  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  respective  board  or 
agency. 

Petitions  calling  for  a  reduction  in  the 
size  of  church  boards  were  defeated  on 
the  basis  that  any  restructuring  should 
be  hel^  off  for  at  least  another  four  years 
of  living  with  current  patterns.  (The 
church's  general  agencies  underwent 
sweeping  restructure  as  a  result  of  the 
1972  General  Conference. ) 

A  recommendation  that  40  percent  of 
the  executive  staff  of  all  general  agencies 
of  the  church  be  women  was  rejected  by 
the  delegates.  They  approved  instead  a 
substitute  saying  “sex  discrimination 
shall  not  be  practiced”  in  employment. 

Specific  directives  for  program 
priorities  in  the  church’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  and  National  divisions 
were  issued  by  the  legislative  assembly 
here  in  response  to  a  large  number  of 
petitions. 

The  General  Conference  approved  a 
statement  defining  the  “evangelistic 
imperative”  for  the  mission  agency.  It 
affirms  that  feeding  the  hungry,  clothing 
the  naked  and  visiting  the  prisoner  is  not 
enough  if  the  message  that  Jesus  Christ 
saves  us  from  sin,  is  not  delivered. 

The  World  Division  was  commended 
for  recognizing  the  need  for  aggressive 
new  action  by  establishing  a  new  unit  on 
“outreach  evangelism  and  church 
growth”  in  its  program. 

The  National  Division  was  directed  to 
“reevaluate  and  place  a  higher  priority 
on  town  and  country  ministries.”  The 
actions  says  the  division  budget  and  staff 
should  reflect  a  town  and  country 
priority. 

Annual  conferences  were  directed  to 
provide  for  “the  inclusion  of  lay  and 
clergy  from  small  membership  chur¬ 
ches”  on  conference  level  agencies. 

Another  action  governing  the 
relationship  between  agency  employees 
and  the  bishops,  says  that  the  bishop 
must  give  permission  to  a  full-time  or 
part-time  general  agency  employee 
before  that- person  can  engage  in  fund 
raising  campaigns  in  an  episcopal  area. 


ministry  is  responsibility  of  all 


Hagar,  Deborah  and  Ruth”  to  Adam, 
Noah.  Abraham,  Moses,  Jeremiah  and 
other  prophets. 

The  document  outlines  “diaconal 
ministries”  as  being  “specialized 
ministries  of  service  in  the  church.” 
Persons  may  be  consecrated  as  diaconal 
ministers  if  they  serve  the  church 
on  a  full-time  professional  basis. 
Deaconesses,  home  missionaries  and 
professional  lay  workers  are  eligible  for 
this  form  of  lay  ministry,  upon  recom¬ 
mendation  of  an  annual  conference  board 
of  diaconal  ministry  —  a  new  required 
board  which  will  be  the  counterpart  of 
the  already  existing  Board  of  the 
Ministry  for  ordained  persons. 

The  action  also  changes  the  name  of 
the  national  Division  of  Lay  Ministry  to 
the  Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry,  which 
continues  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
R.  Harold  Hipps. 

General  Conference  adopted  legis¬ 
lation  regarding  the  status  of  the  lay 
pastor  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
These  workers  will  now  be  called  "local 
pastors.”  and.  if  appointed  full-time  to  a 
congregation,  be  permitted  to  administer 
the  sacraments  under  certain  conditions. 


agreement,  although  the  most  frequent 
“disappointment”  listed  was  that  the 
conference  passed  legislation  requiring 
all  elected  executives  on  general  boards 
and  agencies  be  members  of  the  UMC. 
Several  persons  also  expressed  disap¬ 
pointment  that  the  priority  for 
strengthening  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church  was  not  funded  through  “World 
Service"  rather  than  as  a  separate  ap¬ 
portionment. 

(4)  What  actions,  if  any,  do  you  think 
will  significantly  challenge  or  make  an 
impact  upon  church  members  in  your 
area?  Missional  priorities  and/  or  fund 
raising  for  those  priorities  was  listed  by 
42  of  the  61  persons  responding  as  most 
likely  to  have  impact  on  the  local  church 
Action  on  the  "Social  Principles”  of  the 
church  was  also  listed  by  several  per¬ 
sons,  and  seven  persons  said  nothing  that 
happened  at  General  Conference  is  likely 
to  have  an  impact  at  the  local  church 
level. 

(5)  List  any  other  comments  or  ob¬ 
servations  you  would  like  to  make  about 
the  1976  General  Conference.  Among 
statements  made  on  this  section  of  the 
questionnaire  were  the  following: 

•  “The  General  Conference  is  the  best 
example  on  earth  of  a  complex  institution 
using  the  democratic  process  ef¬ 
fectively.” 

•  "There  will  be  some  reaction  from 
groups  which  will  consider  our  actions  to 
be  extremely  conservative  to  reac¬ 
tionary.” 

•  "I  was  impressed  by  the  serious 
commitment  of  the  delegates.” 

•  “From  the  standpoint  of 
evangelicals,  it  was  very  satisfying.  We 
feel  our  voice  has  been  heard  and  needed, 
and  we  are  most  grateful.” 

•  “I  sensed  a  bit  of  white,  middle 
class,  male  backlash.” 

•  "I  felt  that  at  times  the  conference 
was  overly  concerned  with  its  image.” 

•  “A  spirit  of  fear  and  intimidation 
dominated  the  discussion.” 

•  “I  was  thrilled  over  the  high 
moments  of  worship.” 

•  “I  was  sorry  for  the  haste  in  doing 
things.” 

Emergency  relief 
adequate  for 

Italian  quake 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Italian  churches  have 
said  “thanks  but  no  thanks”  —  at  least 
for  the  time  being  —  to  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  offers  of 
emergency  aid  in  northeast  Italy’s 
earthquake  disaster 
As  neighboring  countries  continue  a 
massive  outpouring  of  relief,  UMCOR 
executive  director  Dr.  Harry  Haines  was 
told  that  “resources  were  more  than 
sufficient  to  meet  immediate  needs”  in 
the  devastated  areas,  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  relief  agency  is 
standing  by  to  respond  to  anticipated 
requests  for  more  long-term  aid  once  the 
dust  settles.  Dr.  Haines  told  TM/UMR. 
“If  the  Italian  disaster  follows  the  nor¬ 
mal  patterns,”  he  said,  “the  world  will 
rush  in  with  aid  during  the  emergency 
phase  —  usually  30  days  —  then  the  not- 
so-glamorous  long-range  aid  must  begin 
We  will  provide  it  as  it  is  needed.” 

The  ouake  struck  the  Friuli -Venezia  - 
Giuiia  region  of  northeastern  Italy, 
claiming  the  lives  of  an  estimated  1,000 
persons  and  injuring  thousands  more.  It 
measured  from  6.5  to  8.9  on  the  Richter 
scale,  on  which  a  reading  of  7  indicates  a 
major  earthquake. 


Local  Pastors,  as  distinguished  from 
persons  involved  in  diaconal  ministry, 
usually  have  full-time  employment 
outside  the  church  and  are  not  members 
of  annual  conferences. 

The  new  legislation  additionally  gives 
local  pastors  an  eight-year  period  to 
complete  studies  leading  to  ordination  to 
the  clergy. 

In  describing  the  relationship  of  the 
"general  ministry”  to  the  “ordained 
ministry,”  the  foundation  document 
declares  that  they  are  “complementary” 
and  neither  is  subservient  to  the  other. 

The  delegates  also  approved  without 
debate  the  commission’s  recom¬ 
mendation  commending  the  continuation 
of  the  13  United  Methodist  seminaries 
and  their  financial  support  through  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  which 
amounts  to  approximately  $11  million  a 
year. 

Specific  recommendations  in  this 
section  call  for  two  sets  of  seminaries  to 
consider  “eventual”  union:  Gammon 
and  Candler  in  Atlanta,  Ga.;  and 
Methodist  Theological  School,  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and  United  Theological  Seminary, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 


See  HAITI. 
Land  of  endU 
mountair 


.  .  .  tne  poorest  country  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere 
.  .  .  where  UMCOR  is  helping  a 
proud  people  rehabilitate  and 
develop  their  own  country 
A  new  sound,  color  filmstrip  is 
available  from  Conference  A-V 
Libraries  and  District  Super¬ 
intendents.  Copies  are  $4  from: 
United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  III.  60201  or  Service 
Center,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  7820  Reading  Rd., 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  45237 
Companion  poster  and  leaflet, 
both  titled  Land  of  Endless 
Mountains,  available  from  Ser¬ 
vice  Center,  Cincinnati. 
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Conference  calls  for  broad  amnesty 

Peace  statement  asks  U.S.  to  halt  support  for  oppressor  nations 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
PORTLAND  —  “Broad  and  uncon¬ 
ditional  amnesty"  for  Vietnam  war 
resisters  was  called  for  earlier  this 
month  as  a  part  of  a  lengthy  statement  on 
world  peace  adopted  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Conference 
So  was  a  U.S.  halt  to  support  for 
governments  which  violate  the  human 
rights  of  their  citizens.  The  human  rights 
portion,  however,  was  approved  only 
after  the  names  of  nations  allegedly  in 


violation  were  stricken  from  the  state¬ 
ment. 

Charges  from  overseas  delegates  that 
listing  the  nations  by  name  was 
"offensive”  led  to  removal  of  the 
Republic  of  Korea,  the  Philippines,  Chile, 
Brazil.  South  Africa,  Rhodesia  and  Iran 
from  the  statement. 

With  that  deletion,  delegates  agreed  to 
call  on  the  U.S.  to  “cease  all  financial, 
military  and  covert  support”  of  all 
governments  which  “are  systematically 


violating  the  rights  of  their  citizens.’ 

In  the  amnesty  statement,  the  confer¬ 
ence  pledged  that  the  official  policy  of  the 
church  will  be  to  “continue  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  secure  amnesty  and/or 
repatriation  with  restoration  of  legal 
rights"  for  persons  in  prison  or  exile 
because  of  their  resistance  to  the  war. 

Other  parts  of  the  broadranging 
resolution  deal  with  disarmament,  the 


United  Nations,  law  of  the  : 
trade  and  the  military  draft. 
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Delegates  speak  to  problems  in 
areas  of  world-wide  conflict 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
PORTLAND  —  United  Methodism’s 
General  Conference  spoke  directly  to 
several  world  problems  before  it 
adjourned  Sat.,  May  8,  approving 
resolutions  on  South  Africa,  the  Middle 
East,  Ireland  and  Lebanon,  and  Indo¬ 
china  as  its  final  actions. 

Southern  Africa 
A  call  for  United  Methodists  to  be 
understanding  and  supportive  of  “the 
struggles  of  African  Christians  involved 
in  the  liberation  movements  in  Southern 
Africa”  was  issued  by  the  General 
Conference  as  it  adopted  a  resolution  on 
the  “dangerous  and  challenging"  up¬ 
heavals  in  Mozambique,  Angola,  Rho¬ 
desia  and  South  Africa. 

The  resolution  states  that  Methodism 
has  been  involved  in  mission  in  Southern 
Africa  since  1885  and  has  provided  a 
strong  voice  of  support  for  liberation 
through  its  mission  agencies. 

Full  and  immediate  recognition  of  the 
present  government  of  Angola  and 


renewed  economic  sanctions  against 
Rhodesia  through  repeal  of  the  Byrd 
Amendment  on  chrome  importation  are 
urged.  The  resolution  also  calls  for: 

•  Extended  economic  aid  for  Guinea- 
Bissau,  Angola  and  Mozambique; 

•  Legal  action  against  U.S.  businesses 
operating  in  Namibia  as  long  as  it  is 
occupied  by  South  Africa; 

•  Congressional  action  forbidding 
more  investment  in  South  Africa  until  the 
apartheid  system  is  ended. 

United  Methodists  are  called  on  to 
deplore  and  expose  the  “continued” 
dominance  of  western  economic, 
political  and  military  interests  in  Africa 
in  alliance  with  “oppressive  forces  in 
Southern  Africa.” 

The  delegate  representing  United 
Methodists  in  Mozambique  expressed 
appreciation  to  the  General  Conference, 
speaking  through  an  interpreter,  for  the 
position  adopted  on  Southern  Africa.  He 
said  “now  that  we  are  independent  (in 
Mozambique  and  Angola),  we  expect  to 


Close  vote  rejects  public 
health  care  position 


PORTLAND  (UMC)  —  A  call  for  a 
publicly  administered  universal 
program  of  health  care  was  rejected  on 
an  extremely  close  vote  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  here  in 
early  May. 

The  action  leaves  the  denomination 
with  no  statement  on  a  publicly  adminis¬ 
tered  health  care  system. 

The  vote  moves  the  denomination 
away  from  a  position,  adopted  at  the  1972 
General  Conference,  that  stated:  “A 
universal  program  to  provide  all  basic 
and  necessary  health  care  services 
should  have  costs  shared  by  employers, 
individuals  and  general  revenue  funds. 
Such  a  program  should  be  publicly  ad¬ 
ministered.” 

The  rejected  new  statement  would 
have  changed  that  to  “a  universal 
program  to  meet  the  costs  of  all  basic 
and  necessary  health  care  services 
should  be  established  on  social  insurance 
principles,  and  should  be  publicly  ad¬ 
ministered.” 

An  hour-long  period  of  emotional 
debate  and  parliamentary  maneuvering 
preceded  the  vote,  which  paralleled 
earlier  action  in  the  legislative  com- 

In  omnibus  resolution 


mittee  on  church  and  society. 

Deep  divisions  among  delegates  on  the 
health  care  issue  were  evident 
throughout  the  debate.  Obviously  both 
sides  had  mustered  their  supporters  for 
the  floor  fight  over  the  issue.  Dr.  J.  R. 
Kemmerly,  a  physician  from  Minden, 
La.,  led  the  opposition  to  the  health  care 
statement. 

Another  opponent  of  the  statement, 
James  A.  Summers  of  Salisbury,  N.C., 
said  that  effecting  the  system  called  for 
in  the  resolution  would  eliminate  some 
500,000  persons  from  the  health  insurance 
industry.  He  also  pointed  to  estimated 
costs  for  a  publicly  administered 
program  of  some  $116  billion  the  first 
year  and  argued  that  “a  socialized 
system  is  not  the  best  answer.” 

Prof.  Richard  D.  Tholin  of  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  argued  for  the  statement. 
He  decried  the  “increasing  dependence 
on  privately-based  health  insurance” 
and  urged  delegates  to  support  the  call 
for  a  system  that  would  “put  our  money 
into  health  care  and  not  into  the  vast 
bureaucracy  we  now  have  in  the  private 
system." 


Firearms  control  supported 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Support  for  licensing  of 
all  gun  owners  and  registration  of  all 
firearms  was  voted  without  debate  in  the 
closing  hours  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Conference  here. 

The  conference  also  called  in  the  U.S. 
government  to  “establish  a  national  ban 
on  the  importation,  manufacture,  sale 
and  possession  of  handguns  and  handgun 
ammunition  with  reasonable  ex¬ 
ceptions.” 

The  measures  were  part  of  a  lengthy 
“omnibus”  resolution  on  “Ministries  in 
Crime  Prevention,  Criminal  Justice  and 
Conflict  Resolution." 

Statements  on  penal  reform,  juvenile 
justice,  repression,  right  to  privacy, 
police  and  the  court  system  were  also 
forthcoming.  And  the  resolution  reaf¬ 
firms  the  denomination’s  opposition  to 
capitol  punishment  and  urges  its 
abolition.  The  use  of  the  death  penalty,  it 
says,  “gives  official  sanction  to  a  climate 
of  violence.” 

The  gun  control  statement  calls  on 
United  Methodists  to  take  vigorous  ef¬ 
forts  to  curb  gun  violence.  “We  do  not 
believe  there  is  any  Constitutional 
personal  right  to  bear  arms,”  it  says. 
“As  Christians  who  are  deeply  concerned 
about  human  life,  we  intend  to  do 
something  about  the  unregulated  access 
to  guns  in  this  shooting  gallery  called 
America.” 

Licensing  provisions,  the  statement 


maintains,  should  require  “adequate 
identification  of  gun  owners  and  provide 
basic  standards  with  respect  to  age, 
absence  of  mental  illness  and  lack  of  a 
serious  criminal  record." 

Suggested  exceptions  to  the  handgun 
ban  would  include  “the  police,  the 
military,  licensed  security  guards,  an¬ 
tique  dealers  who  maintain  guns  in  un- 
fireable  condition,  and  licensed  pistol 
clubs  where  firearms  are  kept  on  the 
premises  under  secure  conditions.” 

In  a  section  dealing  with  “Police 
Firearms  Policies,”  the  statement  calls 
for  “the  formulation  of  more  clearly 
defined  written  firearms  policies”  by 
all  law  enforcement  agencies. 

Other  portions  of  the  statement  call 
for: 

•  Equal  justice  provisions  including 
speedy  trial  procedures,  changes  in 
penal  codes  and  abolition  of  plea 
bargaining; 

•  Reforms  in  the  penal  system,  with 
emphasis  on  rehabilitation  rather  than 
punitive  confinement,  and  greater  use  of 
alternatives  to  pre-trial  detention  and 
incarceration; 

•  Elimination  of  status  offenses 
(truancy,  incorrigibility,  stubborn 
altercations  with  parents)  from  the 
juvenile  code; 

•  Enforcement  of  citizens’  right  to 
privacy  under  the  Fourth  Amendment, 
which  protects  citizens  against 
unreasonable  search  and  seizure. 


do  much  more  for  the  church  and  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  We  count  on  your 
support  in  that  (work).” 

Middle  East 

In  a  lengthy  resolution  on  the  Middle 
East,  United  Methodists  were  urged  to 
promote  educational  programs  to  help 
Christians  understand  “the  intricacies  of 
the  problem.”  The  resolution  also  called 
for  opposition  at  all  church  levels  to  the 
continuing  flow  of  arms  from  all  sources 
to  the  Middle  East. 

Government  officials  were  asked  to 
seek  an  overall  solution  rather  than  a 
partial  settlement  and  to  seek  participa¬ 
tion  by  both  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Organization  and  the  State  of  Israel  in  all 
future  negotiations. 

Indochina  resolution 

A  program  of  “healing,  reconciliation 
and  reconstruction”  was  endorsed  by 
delegates  in  a  resolution  on  Indochina. 

The  program  should  include,  it  said, 
humanitarian  aid,  normalization  of 
relations  with  Vietnam,  economic  aid  by 
the  U.S.  in  the  reconstruction  of  Vietnam, 
information  on  persons  missing  in  action 
and  possible  recovery  of  their  remains, 
and  a  policy  of  broad  amnesty. 

Northern  Ireland  and  Lebanon 

Combining  statements  on  two  nations 
because  of  the  unusual  similarities 
between  the  conflicts  which  are 
“erroneously  characterized  as  religious 
wars,”  delegates  called  for  a  more  ac¬ 
curate  assessment  of  problems  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  and  Lebanon,  by  govern¬ 
ments,  media  and  the  public. 

“The  overriding  causes  are  political, 
economic,  sociological,  and  ideological 
rather  than  religious,”  said  the  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Church  and  Society 
legislative  committee  in  presenting  the 
joint  resolution. 

Further,  it  urges  that  all  concerned  use 
their  religious  convictions  as  “grounds 
for  reconciliation  rather  than  as  sources 
of  division  and  destruction.” 

$5.3  million 
allocated  from 
sale  of  land 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
PORTLAND  —  Creative  missional 
projects  were  recommended  by  the 
General  Conference  as  it  voted  four 
recipients  for  the  $5.3  million  dollars 
netted  from  the  sale  of  11  acres  of  land  in 
Washington,  D.C.  The  land  was  sold 
when  plans  for  a  national  United 
Methodist  center  in  the  nation’s  capital 
were  abandoned. 

Supporting  the  recommendations  from 
the  board  of  directors  of  The  Methodist 
Corporation,  which  held  the  land,  the 
money  from  the  sale  will  be  used  to  grant 
scholarships,  help  establish  a  church 
center  for  theology  and  public  policy  in 
the  capital  city,  pay  back  annual 
conferences  which  contributed  to  the 
special  fund  and  pay  back  the  general 
church. 

A  total  of  $913,882  will  be  returned  to 
annual  conferences  with  the  recommen¬ 
dation  that  they  use  the  funds  for 
“innovative,  creative  missional  objec¬ 
tives." 

Two  trust  funds  will  be  established 
under  the  plan  adopted  here.  One,  to  be 
called  the  Methodist  Corporation  Schol¬ 
arship  Fund,  will  provide  income 
annually  to  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  to  grant 
scholarships  to  students  enrolled  in 
United  Methodist  colleges. 

A  second  trust  fund,  The  Methodist 
Corporation  Trust  Fund,  is  expected  to 
make  $50,000  annually  from  investment 
income  for  the  new  "Church  Center  for 
Theology  and  Public  Policy."  The  center 
is  an  ecumenical,  interdisciplinary 
research  organization  devoted  to  the 
development  and  fostering  of  theological 
bases  for  public  decision-making. 

A  sum  of  $1 .4  million  will  be  returned  to 
the  general  church  along  with  the 
authority  to  complete  the  transactions. 


The  statement  on  amnesty  was  passed 
by  a  wide  margin  of  the  delegates  after  a 
long  debate  which  centered  on  how 
"specific”  the  resolution  should  be 
concerning  who  amnesty  should  include. 
Original  wording  of  the  resolution  called 
foi  amnesty  for  all  draft  resisters  “who 
have  suffered  for  their  violations  of  civil 
or  military  law  and  regulations  often 
arising  out  of  encounters  with  racism, 
rigid  bureaucracy  and  drugs.” 

Several  delegates  expressed  fears  that 
such  a  wide  definition  of  who  should 
receive  amnesty  could  be  interpreted  as 
covering  persons  who  had  committed 
crimes  while  in  the  armed  forces  even 
when  those  crimes  were  not  directly 
related  to  war  resistance.  The  body  voted 
to  delete  that  section  of  the  resolution  and 
later  withstood  two  attempts  to  reinsert 
the  original  language. 

Arms  race  deplored 

Deploring  the  arms  race,  the  world 
peace  statement  called  for  international 
agreements  to  halt  the  search  for  new 
weapons  systems  and  to  dismantle  the 
“vast  stockpile  of  nuclear  bombs  and 
conventional  weapons.” 

It  criticized  the  U.S.  government  for  its 
defense  spending  in  the  light  of  social 
needs  and  urged  that  funds  for  weapons 
be  “re-directed  toward  improving  the 
quality  of  life  in  this  country  and 
throughout  the  world.” 

Opposes  draft 

Reaffirmation  of  “our  historic  opposi¬ 
tion”  to  the  military  draft  was  also  a  part 
of  the  resolution.  It  urged  repeal  of  all 
draft  laws  still  in  effect  which  permit  the 
government  to  require  persons  to  serve 
in  the  military. 

It  reaffirmed  support  for  conscientious 
objection  to  all  war  as  “an  ethically  valid 
position.” 

UN  supported 

Calling  for  the  United  Nations  and  its 
agencies  to  be  supported,  strengthened 
and  improved,  the  resolution  urged 
Christians  to  work  for  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights  as  “a 
standard  of  achievement  for  all  peoples 
and  nations." 

It  also  declared  that  “developmental 
agencies  should  not  be  dominated  by  the 
industrialized  world.  Efforts  to  make 
controlling  bodies  of  these  agencies  more 
representative  should  be  supported.” 

Law  of  sea  upheld 

United  Methodists  were  called  to 
commit  themselves  to  “a  fair  and  just 
law  for  the  oceans,  in  which  all  nations 
will  benefit”  —  a  law  currently  being 
written  by  the  United  Nations  Conference 
on  the  Law  of  the  Sea. 

Support  for  the  international  treaty 
was  coupled  with  a  plea  to  “repent  of  our 
devastation  of  the  physical  and 
non-human  world,  because  this  world  is 
God’s  creation  and  is  therefore  to  be 
valued  and  conserved.” 
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What  is  a  i resolution ’? 

What  does  it  mean  when  General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
passes  i  esolutions?  That  question  is  often  asked  following  a  session  of  the  General 
Conference  as  church  members  respond  to  sometimes  controversial  positions 
taken  by  that  body.  The  following  guidelines  may  be  helpful  in  understanding  the 
role  and  significance  of  resolutions  reported  elsewhere  on  this  page: 

1.  Resolutions  are  officially  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  but  are  not  part 
of  the  legislation  which  appears  in  the  "Book  of  Discipline.”  Therefore,  resolutions 
do  not  have  the  same  weight  as  "church  law"  nor  are  they  to  be  viewed  as  absolute 
dictates  for  church  members. 

Although  resolutions  state  the  official  position  of  the  church,  each  member  is 
free  and  encouraged  to  make  up  his  or  her  own  mind  on  the  public  and  social  issues 
to  which  they  speak  -taking  into  account  the  church's  official  position. 

2.  The  debate  and  passage  of  resolutions  is  a  significant,  but  relatively  minor 
part  of  a  General  Conference’s  work.  Revising  and  updating  the  "Book  of 
Discipline”  is  the  main  task  of  the  General  Conference  and  occupies  the  majority 
of  its  meeting  time.  Resolutions  provide  a  way  for  the  church  to  express  opinions 
on  vital  contemporary  issues  without  attaching  to  those  opinions  the  status  of 
"church  law."  They  are  published  in  a  separate  "Book  of  Resolutions.” 

3.  Many  resolutions  which  stir  controversy  are  in  fact  only  small  and  often  minor 
parts  of  much  longer  statements.  While  certain  controversial  parts  of  lengthy 
resolutions  make  immediate  news,  members  are  encouraged  to  read  complete 
resolutions  before  deciding  on  the  worth  of  any  part. 


General  Conference  briefs 


Cooperative  parishes  for 
small  churches  approved 

PORTLAND  (UMC)  -  Legislation 
affirming  “cooperative  parish  min¬ 
istries”  for  small  membership  churches 
received  approval  from  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  here  last 
week. 

“Visibility  for  small  churches”  and 
“mutual  cooperation”  led  the  lawmaking 
body  of  the  denomination  to  define  areas 
in  which  local  parishes  can  coordinate 
program  and  staff  with  other  United 
Methodist  groups  or  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  including  extended  or  shared 
ministries,  group  ministries  and  cluster 
groups. 

The  action  “recognizes  what  is  already 
happening,”  said  the  Rev.  Delton 
Krueger,  Alexandria,  Minn.,  as  congre¬ 
gations  pool  their  resources  for  streng¬ 
thened  witness  in  both  urban  and  rural 
communities. 

In  related  actions  the  assembly  agreed 
that  two  or  more  churches  can  elect 
common  Administrative  Boards. 
Native  Americans  to  study 
relation  to  church 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  In  one  of  the  final 
actions  by  the  986  delegates  to  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative  body, 
Native  Americans  gained  approval  for  a 
quadrennial  study  committee  to  study 
and  evaluate  how  Native  American  min¬ 
istries  have  been  resourced  and  devel¬ 
oped,  and  to  research  the  basic  philo¬ 
sophical  and  social  basis  of  Native 
American  concepts  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  study  committee  also  will  look  at 
the  roles  of  the  American  Indian  caucus 
and  its  function  in  the  life  of  the  church 
and  will  evaluate  the  basic  “networking 
system  of  Native  American  Ministries" 
within  United  Methodism. 

When  a  question  about  having  such  a 
study  was  raised,  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference  delegate,  the  Rev. 


Thomas  Roughface  Sr.  of  Ponca  City, 
Okla.,  acknowledged  that  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  had  been  the  object  of  many 
studies. 

“Throughout  our  history  we  have  been 
one  of  the  most  studied  species  —  at  one 
time  even  considered  an  endangered 
species!  Now  we  call  upon  General 
Conference  to  give  us  the  right  to  set  up 
the  machinery  by  which  we  will  be  able 
to  effectively  conduct  our  own  study.” 

Mr.  Roughface  elicited  laughter  and 
applause  when  he  recalled  a  “Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Indian  Work”  held  10  years  ago  at 
which  he  was  the  only  Native  American 
in  attendance. 

“For  obvious  reasons,  I  felt  as  though  I 
were  the  Lone  Ranger.” 

The  proposal  was  approved  unani¬ 
mously. 

Local  church  measures 
affect  nomination  process 
TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  Local  pastors  will 
continue  to  be  chairpersons  of  local 
church  nominating  and  personnel  com¬ 
mittees,  the  General  Conference  decided 
here,  turning  back  a  proposal  that  com¬ 
mittees  be  allowed  to  choose  their  own 
leadership. 

The  proposed  change  was  defeated  on 
the  basis  that  it  would  further  reduce  the 
power  of  pastoral  leadership.  One  dele¬ 
gate  said  it  would  “cripple  the  preacher.” 

Nominating  committees  in  local 
churches  were  directed  by  the  General 
Conference  to  give  “care”  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  board,  committee  and  work  area 
membership  so  that  “age  levels,  sexual, 
cultural,  racial/  ethnic  membership, 
economic,  social  and  theological  orien¬ 
tation  of  the  congregation”  be  included 
as  far  as  possible. 

Economic  and  social  inclusiveness  was 
interpreted  as  a  nod  to  changing  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  churches  “in  transition.” 


vjmrs  New 

RGL  GICM 
BOOItfTHIfe 
SPRING?, 


A  New  Climate  tor  Stewardship 

Wallace  E.  Fisher 

A  respected  authority  on  parish  renewal  examines  the 
church’s  need  to  learn  what  true  biblical  stewardship 
involves  on  an  individual  and  congregational  basis.  Other 
topics  along  this  line  are  the  history  of  “giving"  in  the 
western  church;  difficult  stewardship  questions  the  church 
must  face;  and  tested  ways  of  putting  "dollar"  steward¬ 
ship  into  action.  Nondenominational  in  content,  excellent 
for  individual  or  group  study  sessions.  Paper.  $3.95 

The  International  Lesson  Annual,  1976-77 

edited  by  Horace  R.  Weaver 
lesson  analysis  by  Charles  M.  Laymon 
This  indispensable  vstudy  resource  for  teachers  using  the 
International  Lesson  Series  provides  authoritative  step- 
by-step  lesson  plans  and  analyses  of  content,  discussions 
of  the  relevancy  and  meaning  of  specific  scripture.  Special 
helps  such  as  Introduction  to  the  Lesson.  Explanation 
of  Bible  Text,  and  Teaching  Suggestions  are  included. 
Paper.  $3.95 


Class  Devotions:  For  Use  with  the 
1976-77  International  Lessons 

Harold  L.  Fair 

This  popular  annual  collection  of  brief  devotional  mes¬ 
sages  ties  in  scripturally  with  the  International  Lessons. 
Easy-to-read  and  understand,  each  of  the  52  meditations 
is  direct  and  contains  scripture  quotes  and  suggested 
scriptural  readings.  A  wide  range  of  nondenominational 
thought  and  insight  into  the  Christian  faith  and  daily 
walk.  Suitable  for  group  and  individual  use.  Paper.  $2.95 

The  Will  of  God  (Cassette  tapes) 

Leslie  D.  W eatherhead 

For  the  first  lime.  Leslie  Weatherhead's  famous  talks  on 
God's  will  are  available  on  cassette  tape.  Delivered 
originally  during  World  War  II.  these  talks  are  as  real 
today  as  then.  Weatherhead  sets  forth  the  will  of  God 
in  three  clearly  definable  aspects:  intentional,  circum¬ 
stantial.  and  ultimate  will.  Learn  of  God's  will  and  what 
it  means  in  your  life.  Two  cassette  tapes,  hosed  with 
printed  user’s  guide.  $12.95 
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a  new  concept  in  religious  books —  inexpensive  •  inspirational  •  informative 


ABUNDANT  LIVING 

E.  Stanley  Jones.  An  enduring  bestseller  focuses  on  the 
abundant  life  that  is  available  here  and  now.  $1,95 

THE  DIVINE  YES 

F. .  Stanley  Jones.  Victory  in  Jesus  as  lived  by  Dr.  Jones 
during  the  last  two  years  of  his  life.  $1.50 

THE  MASTER’S  MEN 

William  Barclay.  Popular  portraits  of  the  original  twelve 
disciples.  $1.50 


BLESS  THIS  MESS  &  OTHER  PRAYERS 

Jo  Carr  and  Imogene  Sorley.  A  bestselling  team  supply 

many  moments  of  genuine  devotion  in  prayer-talks.  $1.50 

THE  WILL  OF  GOD 

Leslie  D.  Weatherhead.  A  renewing,  refreshing  explana¬ 
tion  of  God's  will.  $1.25 

HOW  CAME  THE  BIBLE? 

Edgar  J.  Goodspeed.  How  the  Bible  books  were  pre¬ 
served.  canonized,  and  translated.  Fascinating  reading. 
$1.75 
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ui\  J.  Chess  Lovern  to 
preach  at  ordination  services 


Dr.  J.  Chess  Lovern 
Conference  Preacher 
Dr.  J.  Chess  Lovern  will  preach  at  the 
ordination  service  in  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  on  Thursday,  June  3.  A 
native  of  Monroe,  Georgia,  and  for  many 
years  a  distinguished  pastor  in  Texas,  he 
went  to  St.  Luke’s  Church  in  Oklahoma 


City  in  1964.  Since  1972  he  has  been  pastor 
of  Boston  Avenue  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Doctor  Lovern  attended  Emory 
University  and  holds  degrees  from 
Southern  Methodist  University  and  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas.  He 
was  awarded  the  Honorary  Doctor  of 
Divinity  Degree  by  both  Southwestern 
University  of  Georgetown  and  Oklahoma 
City  University.  He  is  highly  respected 
throughout  the  church,  having  held  a 
number  of  high  posts  and  positions  of 
leadership. 

Among  his  many  services  are  mem¬ 
bership  on  the  Jurisdictional  General 
Board  of  Missions  and  the  General  Board 
of  Missions  of  The  Methodist  Church; 
delegate  to  World  Methodist  Conference 
on  two  occasions;  delegate  to  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  on  five 
occasions;  member,  General  Board, 
National  Council  of  Churches; 
Commission  on  World  Service  and 
Finance,  Oklahoma  Conference; 
member  of  Board  of  Trustees  of  both 
Scarritt  College  and  Oklahoma  City 
University.  He  is  widely  known  as  a 
speaker  and  lecturer,  and  is  skilled  in 
vocational,  personal  and  pastoral 
counseling. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Lovern  have  two 
children,  Mark  Edward  and  Lindy  Lu. 


Rev.  James  L.  Stovall 
Executive  Director,  LIC 

Announcement  has  been  received  from 
Bishop  Crutchfield’s  office  and  the 
cabinet  of  the  appointment  of  two  United 
Methodist  ministers  to  positions  of 
leadership  in  the  Conference.  Following 
Annual  Conference,  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington,  New  Orleans,  will  become 
Area  Provost;  and  the  Rev.  James  L. 
Stovall,  of  Monroe,  will  succeed  Dr. 
Harrington  as  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference.  (Dr. 
W.  Maynard  Fountain,  Jr.,  President  of 
LIC,  has  also  made  the  announcement  of 
Mr.  Stovall’s  appointment.) 

Dr.  Harrington,  who  will  fill  the 
vacancy  left  by  the  untimely  death  of  the 
Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson,  comes  to  the 
job  of  Provost  well  qualified  by  ex¬ 
perience  and  training.  A  native  South 
Carolinian,  he  has  served  in  many  im¬ 
portant  posts  both  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  in  other  states.  He  was  at 
one  time  President  of  Huston-Tillotson 
College  in  Austin,  Texas,  has  served  as 
lecturer  in  religion  at  Dillard  University, 
and  was  District  Superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans  District  prior  to  taking  up 
his  position  with  LIC.  He  has  been  pastor 
of  a  number  of  churches,  including 
Trinity  and  Mount  Zion  in  New  Orleans. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Claflin  College, 
Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  and  earned  the 
Masters  of  Divinity  from  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary.  He  also  received 
the  Master  of  Sacred  Theology  degree 
from  Boston  University.  He  was  awarded 
honorary  doctorates  by  both  Claflin  and 
Gammon.  He  served  for  seven  years  as  a 


Area  Provost 


Chaplain  in  the  U.  S.  Army. 

Mrs.  Harrington  is  the  former  Marti¬ 
nez  L.  Jones,  of  Aiken,  S.C.  The  Harring¬ 
tons’  daughter,  Mrs.  Ada  Harrington 
Belton  lives  in  New  York  City. 

James  L.  Stovall,  who  was  elected 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  goes  to  his  new 
post  from  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  Monroe, 
after  serving  as  pastor  there  since  1972. 
Prior  to  that  time  he  had  held  pastorates 
in  Eunice,  Baton  Rouge,  Lake  Charles, 
Lafayette,  and  Metairie.  In  addition,  he 
has  served  numerous  religious  and  civic 
organizations,  and  also  served  in  1973 
from  the  79th  District  of  Jefferson  Parish 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  In 
this  latter  capacity  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and 
Ethics  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  Stovall  is  a  native  of  Louisiana  and 
was  educated  at  Centenary  College  and 
Southern  Methodist  University.  He  has 
held  many  community  and  conference 
positions,  and  was  a  delegate  to  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  in  1972. 

Mrs.  Stovall  is  the  former  Alice  Balay 
Mills  of  Dallas,  and  the  Stovalls  have 
four  children,  Mary  Alice,  Sally,  Carol 
and  Jim. 

The  Stovalls  will  be  moving  to  Baton 
Rouge  following  Annual  Conference. 
Headquarters  of  LIC,  which  is  made  up 
of  nine  Christian  denominations  of  the 
Catholic  and  Protestant  churches  in  the 
state,  is  in  Baton  Rouge. 


District  COM  plan  long  range  programs 


The  District  Councils  on  Ministries  are 
now  putting  into  effect  an  active  program 
for  1967  and  1977.  Each  Council  has 
planned  a  program  suited  to  the  needs  of 
its  district,  with  due  consideration  for  the 
program  priorities  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  general  church.  More 
district  councils  are  organized  and  ac¬ 
tively  pursuing  definite  program  goals  in 
1976  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  Rev. 
Ray  Branton,  Conference  COM  Director 
has  released  the  following  programs  for 
this  1^76  year: 

Alexandria  District:  In  previous  years, 
it  has  sponsored  a  Vacation  Church 
School  for  underprivileged  children  in 
several  different  rural  areas  of  the 
district.  It  has  sponsored  training  in 
premarital  counseling  for  pastors,  and 
worked  to  assist  the  church  schools  of 
small  membership  churches.  A  seminar 
on  the  local  church  pastor-parish 
relations  committee  has  been  held  in 
several  parts  of  the  district. 

Baton  Rouge  District.  Plans  for  1976 
have  included  the  Caring  Conference,  a 
training  event  on  Membership 
Recruitment,  a  Multi-Racial  Conference 
on  Minority  Interests  and  Under¬ 
standing,  two  Lay  Schools  of  Theology, 
and  Emphasis  on  Church  School 


Attendance,  training  for  Ministry  with 
the  Elderly,  and  a  program  on  Latest 
Models  in  Stewardship. 

Hammond  District.  This  district 
council  has  sponsored  a  retreat  for 
ministers,  a  training  session  for  Church 
School  workers,  with  special  emphasis  on 
vacation  church  school  and  summer 
youth  ministries,  made  plans  to  work 
with  the  church  schools  in  small  mem¬ 
bership  churches,  and  a  session  to  train 
local  church  officers.  Hunger  was  made 
the  central  emphasis  of  their  district 
conference. 

Lafayette  District:  The  Conference  on 
Caring  was  held  in  this  district,  as  it  was 
in  the  other  eight  districts.  A  local  church 
emphasis  on  public  education  is  planned. 
There  will  be  Training  for  Youth 
Ministry,  and  subdistrict  youth 
organizations  will  be  set  up.  A  Money 
Management  Seminar,  Training  for 
Church  School  Workers,  and  a 
Missionary  Rally  will  be  held.  Several 
small  membership  church  schools  will  be 
given  training  and  support. 

Lake  Charles  District.  Events  include 
a  Youth  Rally,  the  Conference  on  Caring, 
Pastors  and  Wives  Retreat,  Methodist 
Heritage  Seminar,  Bicentennial  Cele¬ 
bration,  Public  Education  Emphasis  and 


Annual  Conference 
to  convene  next  week 


Harrington,  Stovall  named  to  posts 


The  Annual  Conference  will  be  con¬ 
vened  by  Bishop  Crutchfield  at  1:30  PM, 
Tuesday,  June  1,  in  the  sanctuary  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
host  pastor.  During  the  afternoon,  the 
memorial  service  will  be  held,  at  which 
time  the  preacher  is  the  Rev.  J.  P. 
McKeithen,  pastor  of  the  Carrollton 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  At  the  opening 
service  the  Report  of  the  District 
Superintendents  on  “The  State  of  the 
Church”  will  be  presented  by  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  G.  McDowell,  Cabinet  Chair¬ 
man.  The  Committee  on  Nomina¬ 
tions  will  also  make  their  report  at 
this  session.  Reception  of  the  Class  in 
Full  Connection  is  on  the  agenda. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  conference 
program  will  take  place  on  Wednesday 
evening  in  the  Physical  Education  Center 
at  Centenary,  when  Bicentennial  Night  is 
observed.  Dr.  G.  Leon  Netterville, 
chairman  of  the  Bicentennial  Com¬ 
mittee,  will  preside.  Mrs.  Jimmie  P. 
Owen,  Sr.,  Associate  Chairperson,  also 
will  help  to  guide  the  program.  This  will 
be  a  colorful  and  memorable  occasion. 

Throughout  the  Conference  business 
sessions  will  be  held  mornings,  af¬ 
ternoons,  and  evenings,  and  reports  will 
be  heard  from  the  various  institutions, 
boards,  agencies,  organizations,  com¬ 
missions,  and  committees  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  In  addition,  reports  of  the 
General  Conference  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  visitation  will  be 
presented.  The  Conference  Priority  1976: 
“Concern  for  Persons”  will  be  presented. 

Sunrise  Devotional  Service  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday 
mornings  in  Hargrove  Memorial  Theatre 
on  the  campus  at  7  A.M. 

Approval  of  Lay  Pastors,  admittance 


of  Associate  Members  and  Probationary 
Members,  election  of  Deacons  and 
Elders,  occupy  important  spots  on  the 
program.  The  Service  of  Ordination  is 
always  an  outstanding  feature. 

Retiring  members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  will  be  recognized;  and  the 
financial  report  will  occupy  a  prominent 
part  of  the  program.  The  reports  and 
recommendations  of  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and  the 
Conference  Treasurer  will  be 
highlighted.  The  Conference  Foundation 
will  be  presented  by  Dr.  Clyde  Clark, 
Director.  Delegates  will  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  vote  on  the  Conference 
budget  for  the  forthcoming  Conference 
year. 

Following  adjournment  of  the  con¬ 
ference  at  noon  on  Friday,  a  Service  of 
Holy  Communion  will  be  held  in  Brown 
Chapel,  with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
Celebrant. 

Appointments  -  and/  or  -  reap¬ 
pointments  of  pastors  to  their  respective 
churches  will  be  read  on  the  morning  of 
June  4,  just  prior  to  adjournment,  and  for 
those  who  will  be  filling  new  posts, 
moving  will  take  place  the  following 
week. 

With  some  600  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  354  Pastoral 
Charges,  the  job  of  filling  the  many  posts 
is  a  tremendous  one.  Membership 
throughout  the  Conference  is  expected  to 
exceed  150,000  this  year.  The  number  of 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference  —  lay, 
clerical,  youth,  young  adult,  and  special 
delegates  —  is  almost  1,000  persons.  In 
addition,  many  visitors  will  be  in  at¬ 
tendance.  Retired  clergy,  their  wives  and 
widows  will  be  guests  of  the  Conference 
and  Centenary  College. 
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'Annual  Conference  Is  . 

A  Pastor’s  Viewpoint 


( Editor’s  Note:  The  following  timely  message  from  the  Rev.  Cleburne  W. 
Quaid,  of  Homer,  was  received  in  our  iffice^  just  as  we  were  preparing  copy  for 
the  Annual  Conference  issue.  We  reprint  it  here  for  your  enjoyment,  in¬ 
formation,  inspiration,  and  appreciation.  Whatever  Annual  Conference  may 
mean  to  you  personally.  It  is  our  belief  that  Mr.  Quaid  has  summed  it  up  quite 
thoughtfully. ) 

“Annual  Conference  is  the  Bishop  at  his  best  —  a  symbol  of  leadership,  a 
master  of  the  situation,  a  spokesman  for  the  church  —  saying  the  right  thing  at 
the  right  time,  knowledgeable,  articulate,  timely,  inserting  mini-sermons  in  a 
magnificent  manner.  It  is  brothers  in  fellowship  where  Christian  love  seems  to 
flow  fluently  and  sometimes  superficially.  It  is  precision  making  progress, 
exactness,  adherence  to  parliamentary  rides  of  order,  as  law  is  formed  and 
programs  perfected.  It  is  political  opportunists  feeding  their  ego,  displaying 
their  talents  and  selling  themselves.  It  is  ‘God’s  Call’  blossoming  out  — 
ceremonies,  ordination,  challenge,  as  young  men  become  God’s  men  of  the 
future.  It  is  dedicated  laymen  working  side  by  side  with  the  ministry  to  make 
the  church  relevant  in  an  age  of  realism  and  revolution.  It  is  heartache, 
monotony,  joy,  fatigue,  accomplishment  and  fulfillment.  It  is  to  sing  ‘And  Are 
We  Yet  Alive’  and  ‘A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have.’  It  is  to  pray  and  preach  and  work 
and  play.  It  is  for  delegate  and  pastor  to  return  home  tired,  but  tremendously 
touched  by  both  the  hand  of  God  and  man,  richer  within.  Annual  Conference,  for 
me,  is  a  necessary  thing,  over  with,  that  releases  me  for  another  year’s  work 
for  the  Lord.  It  seldom  turns  me  on  and  its  details  are  not  ‘my  cup  of  tea,’  but  I 
love  the  Church  of  which  it  is  a  part.  I  love  even  more  the  Christ  it  declares.  I 
will  go  back  next  year,  not  because  I  have  to,  but  because  it  takes  some  real 
work  on  a  road  before  you  can  travel  it.  I  will  be  one  of  those  workers  so  that  the 
church  road  may  be  a  way  for  man  to  reach  Christ.” 

(signed)  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 


Mildred  Evans  dies 
in  New  Orleans 


Miss  Mildred  Evans,  of  New 
Orleans,  died  on  May  15,  following 
an  extended  illness.  Miss  Evans,  a 
member  of  the  Gentilly  Church,  is 
widely  known  and  respected 
throughout  the  Conference,  having 
served  on  a  number  of  important 
organizations,  and  having  devoted 
a  lifetime  to  church  service. 

She  was  a  past  president  of  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild  of  the 
Conference,  and  among  other 
significant  offices,  she  had  been 
serving  during  the  present 
quadrennium  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  her  Pastor,  the  Rev.  William 
Haskell  on  May  17.  She  is  survived 
by  a  sister,  Azilda  and  a  brother 
Bill. 


Picture  Directory 
to  be  produced 


Pastors  in  the  Conference  have  been 
notified  that  a  picture  directory  of  the 
Conference  membership  will  be 
produced.  When  completed  the  directory 
will  contain  a  picture  of  each  pastor  in 
the  Conference,  his  name  and  the  church 
to  which  he  is  assigned.  In  addition,  it 
will  also  carry  the  church’s  address  and 
telephone  number. 

Pictures  will  be  taken  at  Annual 
Conference,  and  there  will  be  no  charge 
to  the  pastor,  who  will  be  entitled  to  one 
of  the  directories.  (United  Church 
Directories,  in  charge  of  the  publication, 
notes  that  black  and  white  photographs 
will  be  available  at  designated  prices.) 

The  photographer  will  be  located  in  the 
Student  Union  Building  at  Centenary 
College  during  Annual  Conference  on 
June  1,  and  after  that  in  the  Gold  Dome 
through  June  4.  Suggested  times  of  ap¬ 
pointment  have  been  indicated  to  the 
pastors. 


Bishop’s  Message 


Each  Annual  Conference  has  a  personality  of  its  own,  and  each  Annual 
Conference  session  has  a  distinctive  flavor.  This  year  our  conference  will  be 
almost  strictly  homemade.  We  have  only  one  guest  coming.  In  previous  years 
we  have  had  many  brilliant  speakers  from  afar,  and  interesting  programs 
almost  professionally  produced,  along  with  unique  and  effective  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  This  time  it  will  be  straight  bread-and-butter,  homemade,  and  with  some 
chance  for  relaxation.  The  agenda  will  not  be  pushed  as  hard  as  it  was  during 
the  exciting  and  interesting  session  of  last  year,  when  we  had  both  outstanding 
guests  and  election  results  to  announce.  This  year’s  session  will  be  the  business 
of  the  conference,  the  joyful  fellowship  of  receptive  Methodist  people  gathered 
together  to  do  their  work  and  planning,  a  very  homemade  but  effective 
Bicentennial  celebration  with  no  visitors  from  afar  to  highlight  it,  and  a  lot  of 
good  opportunity  for  personal  contact.  We  hope  you  will  enjoy  this  conference. 
It  will  be  different. 

But  we  do  have  one  special  event,  and  that  is  the  appearance  of  Dr.  J.  Chess 
Lovern,  brilliant  and  effective  pastor  of  Boston  Avenue  Church  in  Tulsa,  who  is 
coming  to  deliver  the  ordination  sermon.  Dr.  Lovern  is  a  distinguished  leader  in 
Methodism,  and  a  highly  successful  and  effective  pastor.  I  know  you  will  hear 
his  message  with  appreciation.  Other  than  his  appearance,  the  remainder  of  the 
conference  program  will  be  from  our  own. 

Pray  for  a  great  conference. 

Faithfully, 


3%. 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Re v.  j.  P.  McKeithen 
to  give  memorial  sermon 


Pictured  here  is  the  Rev.  J.  P. 
McKeithen,  pastor  of  the  Carrollton 
Church,  who  will  deliver  the  memorial 
sermon  at  the  Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  June 
1,  in  First  Church,  Shreveport.  This 
special  Service  of  Commemoration  will 
be  held  at  3:15  P.M. 


Special  Breakfasts,  Luncheons,  Dinners  to  be  held 


From  Tom  Matheny  comes  notice  that 
this  year  the  Board  of  the  Laity  and  the 
Planning  and  Policy  Committee  of  the 
2000  Club  “.  .  .intend  to  meet  for  break¬ 
fast  together  on  Wednesday,  the  2nd  of 
June,  1976  at  the  Cafeteria  at  Centenary 
College.”  The  meeting  will  be  in  the 
Centenary  Room. 

Other  scheduled  breakfast  and/  or 
luncheon  and  dinner  meetings  are: 
Wednesday,  June  2  - 12:30  PM  luncheon, 
Board  of  Trustees,  Centenary  Room, 
College  Cafeteria;  Chaplain’s  Luncheon, 
Green  Room,  Cafeteria;  5:30  PM  - 
General  Conference  Delegation,  Cen¬ 
tenary  Room,  College  Cafeteria;  Emory 
Dinner,  South  Dining  Room,  Cafeteria. 

On  June  3,  Thursday,  the  Parsonette 
Luncheon  will  be  held  at  Broadmoor 
Church;  and  at  5:30  PM  the  Duke  Dinner 


is  scheduled  at  Noel  Memorial;  and  the 
Perkins  Dinner,  Room  101  Hunter 
Activities  Building  at  First  Church.  The 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  will 
hold  a  luncheon  meeting  at  12:30  PM  on 
Friday  June  4  in  the  Centenary  Room  of 
the  College  Cafeteria. 

One  of  the  special  highlights  of  the 
Conference  fellowship  will  be  a  tea, 
honoring  Mrs.  Crutchfield,  which  is 
scheduled  for  Wednesday,  June  2  from  3 
PM  -  5  PM  in  James  Dormitory  on  the 
campus. 


“Color  me  red, 
white,  and  blue’ 


LAMECO  Booth  at 
Annual  Conference 


The  LAMECO  Federal  Credit 
Union  has  announced  that  a  booth 
will  be  set  up  on  the  first  day  of 
Annual  Conference  to  provide 
members  and  prospective 
members  with  up-to-date  in¬ 
formation  regarding  LAMECO. 

All  attending  Annual  Conference 
are  invited  to  stop  by  the  booth. 


In  keeping  with  the  Bicentennial, 
Annual  Conference  this  year  will  make 
no  mistake  about  the  hand-in-hand  link  of 
our  Christian  heritage  and  the  progress 
of  a  democratic  nation  —  the  color 
scheme  is  the  good  old  American  red, 
white  and  blue! 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
office  (which  handles  the  logistics)  in¬ 
forms  this  newspaper  -  that:  “delegate 
ribbons  are  red,  white  and  blue;  pre- 
Conference  report  cover  is  red;  booklet 
of  Hymns  is  white;  and  program  is  blue! 

The  Conference  is  grateful  to  the  staff 
of  COM,  Mrs.  Mamie  Huffman,  assistant 
to  Ray  Branton,  for  planning  this 
“colorful”  event. 


P.  0.  Box  4325 
Shreveport  71104 
318/868-5362 


The  Conference  A-V  Department  will 
provide  persons  attending  Annual 
Conference  the  opportunity  to  come  by 


a  Family  Life  and  Marriage  Retreat. 

Monroe  District.  The  Monroe  District 
has  provided  Training  for  Local  Church 
Officers,  a  Conference  on  Caring,  a  Lab 
School.  It  will  provide  Evangelism 
Workshops  at  several  points  in  the 
district,  and  it  will  work  with  small 
membership  church  schools.  There  will 
be  an  observance  of  support  for  public 
education,  and  Youth  Ministry  Training, 
with  emphasis  on  churches  with  only  one 
youth  group  for  junior  and  senior  high 
youth. 

New  Orleans  District.  This  Council  has 
planned  work  with  small  membership 
church  schools.  A  Seminar  on  Premarital 
Counseling  will  be  held.  The  district  is 
organized  into  subdistrict  clusters  of 
churches.  A  training  session  will  be  held 
to  assist  these  clusters  to  be  more  ef¬ 


fective.  There  will  be  a  Seminar  on  Death 
and  Dying  to  assist  pastors  and  other 
church  workers  in  their  counseling. 

Ruston  District.  The  Ruston  District 
has  begun  a  district  newsletter.  It  is 
providing  Training  for  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committees  and  for  youth  and 
their  leaders.  There  has  been  a  Spiritual 
Emphasis,  with  concentration  on 
development  of  prayer  groups.  Training 
will  be  offered  for  Cultivation  of 
Stewardship.  There  will  be  a  Visitor’s 
Training  Experience  for  persons  who  call 
in  nursing  homes,  prisons,  etc  Bible 
Studies  will  be  offered  on  a  subdistrict 
basis. 

Shreveport  District.  This  district 
council  has  held  a  training  event  in 
membership  recruitment,  and  sponsored 
work  with  small  membership  church 


schools.  It  has  organized  a  Bicentennial 
Celebration  and  plans  a  Missions 
Saturation  event.  There  will  be  a 
Leadership  Training  Event  for  local 
church  officers  later  in  the  year. 

District  Council  programming  is  done 
by  each  district  council,  with  con¬ 
sultative  assistance  by  the  staff  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Plans 
are  carried  out  by  the  Council  and  per¬ 
sons  it  enlists  to  assist  it,  under  the 
guidance  of  the  district  superintendent. 
With  the  increased  effectiveness  of 
the  district  councils,  connectional  pro¬ 
gramming  has  moved  closer  to  the 
local  church  in  two  ways:  program 
events  are  located  closer  to  home 
geographically,  and  most  programming 
is  done  specifically  to  strengthen  the 
local  church  in  its  ministry. 


the  Council  on  Ministries  Office  and 
everything  that  is  available  for  use  ir 
A-V  Library.  There  will  be  a  displa 
each  different  item  and  equipment 
be  set  up  for  previewing  purposes. 

Along  with  A-V  items  already  in 
Library,  other  16mm  films  have  1 
ordered  for  preview.  The  purpose  of 
is  to  introduce  new  items  for  pos: 
purchase. 

The  items  will  be  displayed  in  the  I 
Smith  Building,  Second  Floor.  Inter* 
persons  may  come  by  anytime  bet\ 
the  hours  of  8:30  AM  and  5  PM.  Disp 
and  equipment  will  be  set  up  for 
entire  Annual  Conference  week. 

Included  in  the  Preview  Festival 
the  following  new  films:  The  Dan 
Prophet;  Burning  Bright;  We  Do! 
Do!;  Matthew  5:5;  Workout;  Week) 
and  William. 

Miss  Bobbie  Washington  is  in  char§ 
the  A-V  Library. 
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•Editorials 


Here  I  Stand 


Should  religion  be  an  issue  in 
the  U.S.  presidential  campaign? 


A  means  of  dealing  with  the  m  arriage  crisis 


For  the  first  time  since  1960,  religion 
has  become  a  serious  issue  in  the  process 
of  electing  a  U.S.  president.  Noting  the 
voter  appeal  of  Jimmy  Carter  —  who  has 
made  an  open  affirmation  of  his  religious 
faith  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue) 
—  many  of  the  other  candidates  have 
recently  made  a  point  of  saying 
something  about  their  religious  beliefs. 

Given  that  religion  is  already  an  issue 
in  the  race  for  the  presidency,  we  need  to 
ask:  “Should  it  be?.”  If  not,  why  not?  If 
so,  what  kind  of  issue  should  religion  be 
in  the  campaign? 

Persons  who  decry  the  interjection  of 
religion  into  the  campaign  may  be 
divided  into  two  basic  groups:  those  who 
believe  that  religion  is  “a  private  mat¬ 
ter"  which  should  not  be  discussed 
openly;  and  those  who  are  cynical  of  any 
politician's  ability  to  remain  true  to  his 
religious  principles  while  conducting  a 
campaign  for  votes. 

While  a  person’s  relationship  to  God 
should  be  intimately  personal,  we  believe 
its  expression  is  also  inevitably  cor¬ 
porate  and  public.  Any  private  faith 
which  is  not  manifested  in  corporate 
worship  and  public  deeds  is  suspect.  We 
believe  a  person’s  religion  should  em¬ 
brace  all  of  life,  including  the  political 
arena.  To  ignore  religion  in  the  political 
realm  is  to  rob  the  political  process  of  a 
most  important  dimension. 

It  is  appropriate,  however,  to  be 
skeptical  when  political  candidates  begin 
describing  how  religious  they  are.  From 
our  nation’s  recent  past,  we  have  sad 
memories  of  political  figures  using 
religion  as  “window  dressing,”  and 
mouthing  deep  faith  publicly  while 
engaging  in  activities  which  run  counter 
to  the  ethical  principles  of  any  religion. 
Unless  we  believe  the  American  political 

A  message  we 
should  send  to 
the  candidates 

If  the  religious  faith  and  involvement 
of  the  various  candidates  is  to  remain  an 
issue  during  the  1976  presidential 
campaign  (see  preceding  editorial),  we 
believe  Christian  voters  should  send  the 
following  message  to  the  candidates: 

(1)  We  welcome  the  acknowledgment 
by  the  candidates  that  religion  and 
religious  values  are  an  important  aspect 
of  American  life. 

(2)  We  believe  that  a  candidate’s 
denominational  affiliation  should  have  no 
bearing  on  our  response  as  voters.  We 
are  interested  in  the  authenticity  of  the 
candidates’  faith  and  action  —  as  well  as 
their  other  qualifications  —  and  not  the 
particular  way  their  faith  is  labeled. 

(3)  We  deplore  any  exploitation  of 
religion  and  religious  values  as  a  means 
of  attracting  voters.  We  are  interested  in 
the  place  religion  and  religious  values 
occupy  in  a  candidate’s  life.  We  are  not 
interested  in  showy  displays  of  a  can¬ 
didate’s  piety,  or  his  going  to  churc^i  just 
to  demonstrate  that  he  is  religious. 

(4)  We  deplore  any  instance  in  which  a 
candidate’s  religion  is  referred  to  in  a 
derisive  way  by  another  candidate.  A 
candidate  who  resorts  to  this  type  of 
tactic  undermines  the  credibility  of  his 
own  religious  affirmations. 


system  is  morally  bankrupt,  however,  we 
dare  not  assume  that  every  candidate’s 
religious  expressions  are  phony  or 
contrived  to  gain  votes. 

We  believe  a  candidate’s  religious  faith 
—  if  it  is  a  way  of  life  rather  than  a  mere 
verbalization  of  beliefs  —  will  make  a 
difference  in  the  way  the  candidate 
performs  in  public  office.  Given  our 
nation’s  need  for  moral  leadership,  we 
believe  it  is  important  that  the  voters  be 
able  to  consider  a  candidate’s  religious 
and  ethical  self-understanding  alongside 
his  other  qualifications. 

The  difficult  task  faced  by  the  voters 
will  be  to  distinguish  between  “the  real 
thing"  and  mere  political  rhetoric  in 
assessing  a  candidate’s  religious  com¬ 
mitment.  We  believe  two  guidelines  may 
be  helpful  in  making  this  assessment: 

(1)  Do  the  cahdidate’s  religious  af¬ 
firmations  focus  on  an  understanding  of 
humankind  in  relationship  to  God,  or  on 
demonstrating  the  candidate’s  own 
religiousness?  (2)  Do  the  candidate’s 
actions,  and  his  positions  on  other  issues, 
exemplify  or  contradict  his  religious 
affirmations.  For  example,  does  the 
candidate  show  as  much  concern  for  poor 
and  underprivileged  persons  in  our 
society  as  he  does  for  wealthy  and 
powerful  persons?  And  is  the  candidate 
as  articulate  about  developing  and 
maintaining  a  just  international  peace  as 
he  is  about  developing  and  stockpiling 
the  implements  of  war  in  the  name  of 
“national  security”? 

We  believe  our  nation  needs  a  strong 
moral  leader  in  its  highest  office.  We 
need  a  leader  whose  commitment  to  God 
is  more  important  than  his  commitment 
to  being  elected  President.  We  need  a 
leader  who  really  believes  that 
“Righteousness  exalts  a  nation,  but  sin  is 
a  reproach  to  any  people”  —  and  who  will 
seek  to  maximize  righteousness  and 
minimize  sin  in  all  the  manifold  ways  our 
government  does  its  business  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Whether  or  not  others  agree  that  moral 
leadership  is  an  important  consideration, 
and  whether  or  not  any  of  the 
presidential  candidates  measure  up  to 
the  standards  listed  above,  are  matters 
for  the  citizens  of  our  nation  prayerfully 
to  consider  and  decide  during  the  re¬ 
maining  primaries,  at  the  summer  con¬ 
ventions,  and  in  November’s  elections. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  RICHARD  E.  and 
jeannine  m.  gibbens 

The  family  of  the  mid-i970’s  is  in  a 
crisis  of  unparalleled  severity.  Total 
divorces  in  the  U.S.  in  1973  were  913,000. 
with  over  a  million  legal  crack-ups  ex¬ 
pected  in  1974.  National  marriage 
specialists  are  unanimous  that  it  will 
continue  to  get  worse  before  it  gets 
better. 

Obviously  the  traditional  model  of 
marriage,  in  which  a  couple  continued 
legally  married  and  living  together 
regardless  of  the  emptiness  and 
dehumanization  of  their  relationship,  is 
no  longer  accepted  by  society.  Women’s 
liberation  at  its  best  —  affirming 
womanhood  of  equal  worth  to  manhood 
—  makes  improbable,  if  not  impossible, 
the  willing  choice  by  women  ever  to 
revert  to  subservience  to  males  in 
marriage  models  of  male  chauvinist 
cultures. 

Rising  trends  of  crime,  delinquency, 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse  are  too  much  with 
us.  Both  the  private  sector  and  govern¬ 
ment  justifiably  invest  huge  sums  of 
money  in  research  and  remedial 
methods  to  arrest  these  spiralling  trends. 
But  even  with  the  gigantic  investment  of 
money  and  research  by  our  universities 
and  government,  no  change  for  the  better 
is  in  sight. 

Where  do  we  turn?  All  these  problems 
of  social  pathology  need  to  be  traced  to 
their  origin,  the  home.  Jesus,  in  his 
second  Great  Commandment  —  Love 
your  neighbor  as  you  love  yourself  — 
teaches  a  basic  affirmed  by  psychiatry. 
Every  human  being  is  designed  to  be 
fully  known  and  deeply  loved  by  at  least 
one  other  person.  The  natural  place  and 


fundamental  context  for  this  deepest 
human  need  to  be  experienced  is  the 
home.  Any  person  who  has  been  fully 
known  and  deeply  loved  in  the  home  will 
be  an  emotionally  secure  person.  Rever¬ 
sal  of  the  current  tragic  trends  of  social 
pathology  need  to  begin  in  the  home. 

Life’s  final  tragedy  is  loneliness;  its 
fulfillment  is  intimacy.  In  marriage,  if 
husband  and  wife  are  loving,  warm, 
creative,  mutually  accepting  of  each 
other  and  mutually  supporting  each 
other  as  persons  of  equal  and  high  worth, 
then  the  children  will  experience  these 
same  gifts.  Here  is  the  core  of  any 
solution  to  problems  of  crime, 
delinquency,  drug  and  alcohol  abuse.  It  is 
in  the  home  where  the  process  is 
preventive  rather  than  remedial. 

At  a  time  when  the  marriage  crisis  is 
obviously  at  its  worst,  an  authentic 
marriage  model  is  thoroughly  developed 
and  available,  with  basic  tools  for  im¬ 
plementing  the  model  for  widespread 
effect. 

“Companionship  marriage,"  as  it  is 
called,  affirms  Christ’s  teaching  that  all 
persons,  female  and  male,  are  of  infinite 
worth.  This  means  that  neither  male  nor 
female  has  a  dominant  role;  both  are 
equally  significant  to  the  relationship; 
giving/receiving  interaction  is  on  an 
equal  level.  A  couple  thus  adventures 
side  by  side,  neither  one  “over”  or 
“submissive”  to  the  other  —  relating 
“with”  rather  than  “to”  or  “for”  in  at 
least  twelve  areas  of  intimacy.  Open¬ 
ness,  honesty,  acceptance  and  respon¬ 
sibility  for  oneself,  through  com¬ 
munication,  are  keys  to  this  model. 
Creative  fidelity  is  the  style  that  enables 
such  a  relationship  to  be  continually 


Richard  and  Jeannine  Gibbens 

growing  more  solid  and  maturing 
throughout  a  lifelong  bond.  Since 
creativity,  excitement  and  fulfillment 
naturally  flow,  there  is  no  need  to  leave 
marriage  or  try  non-marriage  models 
for  escaping  boredom  and/or  dehuman¬ 
ization,  since  they  are  avoided.  There  is 
no  need  for  a  new  spouse  or  lover,  since 
the  current  spouse  and  current  relation¬ 
ship  becomes  new  again  and  again. 
Within  the  one  marriage  many  new  mar¬ 
riages  occur! 

Any  marriage,  other  than  the  one  that 
has  deteriorated  beyond  the  “point  of  no 
return,”  regardless  of  length  of  years  of 
the  bond  or  age  of  spouses,  can  be 
strengthened  by  basic  training,  through  a 
small  group  of  couples,  in  a  three  day 
(week-end)  event  called  Marriage 
Communication  Lab.  From  the  tools 


learned  through  the  experiential  process, 
such  a  couple  returns  to  its  workaday 
world  with  simple  techniques  by  which  it 
can  repeatedly  refine  and  renew. 

Exercises  are  practiced  during  a 
Marriage  Communication  Lab  dealing 
with:  male/female  roles,  and  increased 
flexibility  in  what  roles  are  identified  as 
male  and  female;  communication,  both 
verbal  and  non-verbal  ;  sex  affirmed  as  a 
gift  from  God,  meant  to  be  mutually  and 
playfully  enjoyed;  conflict  as  acceptable 
when  worked  through  creatively  instead 
of  destructively;  mutually  esteeming 
and  building  each  other  up  through 
empathy  exercises. 

A  national  support  system,  with  local 
chapters,  makes  possible  the  continuing 
progress  which  some  couples  need  for 
keeping  their  relationship  on  the  growing 
edge.  One  such  system,  where  there  are 
trained  leaders,  is  the  local  church; 
another  is  the  Association  of  Couples  for 
Marriage  Enrichment. 

“ Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  weeh’s  contributors,  Richard  and 
Jeannine  Gibbens,  reside  in  Ponca  City, 
Oklahoma,  where  he  is  pastor  of  the  First 
UMC  and  together  they  are  active  in 
various  types  of  marriage  enrichment 
labs.  Mr.  Ralph  F.  Cox  is  lay  leader  of  the 
York  Memorial  UMC  in  Ojus,  Florida. 


Ways  to  alleviate  food  problem 


By  RALPH  F.  COX 

The  following  could  be  done  to 
eliminate  waste  and  help  alleviate  the 
food  problem/hunger  problem  which  is 
now  so  serious. 

(1)  Have  all  food-serving  establish¬ 
ments  offer  servings  of  smaller 
proportions  at  a  reduced  price.  This 
would  eliminate  the  meal  that  is  “more 
than  you  can  eat." 

(2)  Have  school  cafeterias  eliminate 
the  requirement  that  everyone  take  the 
so-called  “A  Plate”  in  order  to  obtain  the 
federal  subsidy.  Children  should  not  be 
forced  to  take  what  they  don’t  eat  with 
this  food  ending  up  in  the  garbage. 

(3)  The  thousands  of  miles  of  land 
taken  over  by  the  Federal  Highway  Pro¬ 
gram  for  right-of-way  should  be  returned 
to  farming.  Land  between  the  road  and 
the  right-of-way  fence  can  be  farmed. 
The  production  from  this  vast  acreage 
need  not  be  any  more  a  safety  problem 


We  should  do  away  with  membership  counting 


To  the  Editor  : 

In  reference  to  your  editorial,  “Trivial 
comparisons,  real  issues,”  (TM/  UMR, 
April  23)  it  is  stated  that  27.4%  of  all 
Baptist  members  are  “non-resident.” 
You  further  state  that  you  are  confident 
that  this  figure  is  much  lower  among 
United  Methodist  Churches. 

I  cannot  speak  with  any  authority  for 
the  UMC  at-large,  but  for  eleven  years 
I’ve  been  doing  local  church  research  in 
Missouri,  and  out  of  that  experience, 
have  come  up  with  the  general  “rule-of- 
thumb”  for  Missouri  U.M.  churches  (and 
I  feel  this  fits  a  lot  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions  ) . 

According  to  these  findings,  25%  of  our 
members  listed  on  the  book  are  non¬ 
resident.  They  live  too  far  away  to  be 
active  participants,  but  are  kept  on  the 
rolls  for  two  reasons :  ( 1)  emotion  —  they 
are  the  kin  of  present  active  members 


TM/UMR  promotes  one,  adds  two 


DALLAS  —  Three  persons  have 
assumed  new  positions  on  the  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter 
staff,  according  to  an  announcement  last 
week  by  Editor-General  Manager 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 
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Debbie  Christian  has  been  promoted  to 
the  post  of  assistant  editor  with 
responsibility  for  the  production  of 
TM/  UMR’s  annual  conference  editions. 
Mrs.  Christian  will  coordinate  production 
of  28  weekly  conference  editions,  which 
serve  32  annual  conferences,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  conference  page  editors  across 
the  denomination.  She  replaces  Mr.  Jean 
Yeager  who  resigned  during  March. 

George  Wilhelm  has  joined  the 
TM/  UMR  Production  staff  as  printing 
plant  manager,  with  direct  supervision 
responsibilities  for  preparing  and 
printing  TM/  UMR’s  225  national, 
conference,  district  and  local  church 
editions  each  week. 

His  duties  will  include  quality  control, 
scheduling,  inventory  control  and  pur¬ 
chasing  for  the  printing  of  approximately 
375,000  newspapers  each  week. 

Mike  Cinelli,  formerly  of  Dover,  Del., 
has  been  hired  to  assist  Mrs.  Christian 
with  conference  editions  and  also  to 
serve  as  a  production  assistant  in 
relation  to  TM/  UMR’s  1%  local  church 
and  district  editions. 

Mrs.  Christian,  who  has  been  a 
member  of  the  TM/  UMR  production 
staff  for  the  past  year,  was  previously 
employed  as  a  public  relations  consultant 
in  Dallas  for  Abilene  Christian  Universi¬ 
ty,  and  by  the  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  evening  college.  She  is  a  graduate 
of  Texas  Tech  University  in  journalism, 
is  married  and  has  two  children. 

Mr.  Wilhelm  previously  served  as 
production  manager  of  the  Citizen- 
Journal  newspaper  in  Arlington,  Tex. 
and  of  Western  Press  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
He  graduated  from  Drake  University 
with  a  business  degree.  He  is  married 
and  the  father  of  three. 

Editing  the  Wesley  UMC  local  edition 
of  TM/  UMR  in  Dover  introduced  Mr. 
Cinelli  to  some  of  the  responsibilities  he 
will  hold  in  Dallas.  Formerly  an 
associate  editor  of  the  Dover  Post  and  a 
freelance  writer  for  the  Philadelphia 
Bulletin  and  other  publications,  he 
studied  at  Delaware  State  College,  where 
he  edited  the  newspaper.  He  is  the  father 
of  two  children. 


and  it  would  hurt  their  feelings  to  see 
them  removed;  (2)  reluctance  to 
remove  members  either  for  political 
reasons  or  because  we  want  to  give  them 
every  chance  to  find  a  new  church  home. 

Twenty-five  percent  of  our  members 
are  resident  but  non-active.  They  live 
near  enough  to  participate  in  church 
activities,  but  for  a  variety  of  resons,  do 
not.  Often,  but  not  always,  they  are  kin  of 
active  members. 

Twenty-five  percent  of  our  members 
may  be  listed  as  only  nominally  active. 
They  are  the  Christmas  and  Easter 
members,  and  those  who  come  and  go 
depending  upon  how  well  they  like  the 
preacher,  how  the  weather  is,  or  what  the 
church’s  last  stand  was  on  a  social  issue. 

And  twenty-five  percent  of  our 
members  are  the  faithful,  dependable 
folks  that  are  in  the  pew  every  Sunday 
morning.  If  they  are  not  there,  we  know 
someone  is  sick,  or  they  are  out  of  town, 
etc.  Half  of  these  (or  12.5%  of  the 
membership)  will  be  in  active  leadership 
positions.  Half  of  that  number  (though 
not  always  the  same  folks)  will  give  50% 
of  the  total  church  budget. 

It  is  my  personal  feeling  (and  I  am 
very  serious  in  this)  that  we  would  do 
well  to  do  away  with  membership  books 
and  membership  counting.  We  probably 
lie  to  each  other  more  in  that  area  than  in 
many  others.  It  accomplishes  little,  and 
gives  a  lot  of  people  some  false  hope  that 
is  to  the  detriment  of  both  them  and  the 
church. 

We  ought  to  be  able  to  say  to  an  in¬ 
dividual,  “Where  are  you  a  member?” 
and  get  an  answer  something  like,  “I  am 
living  out  my  faith  right  now  in 
fellowship  with  the  congregation  at  St. 
Luke’s  U.M.  Church." 

We  ought  to  be  able  to  ask  a  pastor, 
“How  many  members  do  you  have?,” 
and  get  an  answer  something  like  this: 
“Here  is  a  list  of  the  folks  who  are  active 
in  the  living  faith  of  this  congregation.” 
That  list  would,  of  course  include  shut- 
ins,  hospital  bound  folks,  and  others  who 
cannot  be  physically  active  in  the 
fellowship,  but  are  a  part  of  the 
fellowship  of  faith  of  that  congregation. 

I’m  sure  there  would  be  problems 
involved  in  this  approach,  but  I  feel  it 
would  be  much  more  realistic  and  honest 
that  the  practice  of  list  keeping  and 
competitive  counting.  If  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  a  physical  “Lamb’s  Book  of 
Life”  it  would  be  interesting  to  run  a 
computer  check  of  it  over  against  the 
membership  lists  of  our  local  churches. 

Mel  West 

Columbia,  Missouri 

Our  membership  should 
primarily  he  with  Cot  I 

To  the  Editor: 

I  thank  God  for  salvation  by  grace 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Methodism,  in  no  way,  shape  or  form  has 
ever  had  a  special  claim  or  pass  to 
heaven.  The  “church”  of  God  are  those 
who  are  called  by  His  name  and  are 
written  in  the  Book  of  Life  by  the  author 
—  God  Himself.  Our  membership  should 
primarily  be  with  our  Father  in  Heaven. 
Our  relationship  should  be  with  Him  also. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  being  poured  out  on 


all  flesh  that  we  might  have  a  chance  to 
(be  heirs)  sonship  and  eternal  life  in 
Christ.  Let’s  cut  the  spiritual  pride  (me 
too)  and  remember  that  Jesus  is  the  way, 
the  truth  and  the  life.  No  man  cometh  to 
the  Father  but  by  Him  (I  Cor.  12).  God 
blesses  only  the  pure  teaching. 

Stephen  Livingston 
Girard,  Kansas 

Thanks  from  Oregon -Idaho 

To  the  Editor: 

As  we  approached  General  Conference 
adjournment  at  around  2  a.m.  Saturday 
morning,  I  hesitated  to  ask  for  the  floor 
on  personal  privilege  because  so  many 
delegates  who  had  wanted  to  speak  on 
issues  had  not  had  an  opportunity,  and  I 
didn’t  want  to  delay  adjournment  fur¬ 
ther. 

However,  I’d  still  like  to  convey  to  the 
delegates  and  guests  in  this  manner  what 
I  then  had  wanted  to  say:  “On  behalf  of 
the  Oregon-Idaho  delegation,  I  want  to 
thank  all  of  you  for  your  warm  ex¬ 
pressions  of  appreciation  for  Oregon- 
Idaho  hospitality.  We’ve  tried  to  be  good 
hosts,  and  you’ve  been  such  wonderful 
guests! 

“You’ve  been  variously  described  by 
Portlanders  as  being  one  of  the  largest, 
longest,  cleanest  and  best-behaved 
‘conventions’  to  date.  You  have  been 
called  considerate,  patient,  courteous, 
understanding  and  purposeful.  Again, 
just  this  evening  our  waitress  at  dinner 
remarked  about  how  kind  and  friendly 
you’ve  been.  You’ve  been  good  wit¬ 
nesses. 

“Thanks  and  best  wishes  from  all  of  us. 
Come  and  see  us  again.” 

Erwin  H.  Schwiebert,  Chairman 
Oregon-Idaho  Delegation 
Caldwell,  Idaho 

.\ o  wonder  there  is  a  gap 
between  laity  ami  clergy 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  that  an  article  such  as  “Here  I 
Stand”  (TM/  UMR,  April  30)  by  Mr.  S. 
M.  Martin  cannot  go  unanswered.  No 
wonder  there  is  gap  of  laity  and  clergy. 

Mr.  Martin’s  implication  that  the 
clergy  are  bent  on  getting  a  large  salary 
and  are  preoccupied  with  methodology  to 
that  end,  to  the  neglect  of  spiritual 
leadership  entrusted  to  them,  I  feel,  is 
largely  erroneous.  The  clergy  has  some 
who  fit  this  mold,  but  Mr.  Martin’s 
statement  casts  a  bad  image  in  general. 
This  is  too  well  recognized  in  the 
humorous  anecdote:  “Bishop,  you  keep 
our  preacher  humble,  and  we’ll  keep  him 
poor.” 

We  are  not  living  in  John  Wesley’s  nor 
Jesus’  time.  Most  clergy  are  not  in  the 
same  circumstances  as  they  were.  There 
are  families  to  support,  children  to 
educate,  and  retirement  to  consider.  For 
the  most  part,  the  church  does  not  make 
adequate  provision  for  any  one  of  these. 
For  a  lay  person  to  say  that  clergy  would 
lack  nothing  is  to  be  totally  unaware  of 
the  way  things  really  are.  The  church 
locally  nor  collectively  does  not,  for  the 
most  part,  make  adequate  provision  for 
the  clergy.  The  main  reason  for  this  is 
that  we  have  allowed  Mr.  Martin’s  at¬ 
titude  to  prevail. 


Mr.  Martin  appears  to  be  intelligent, 
but  he  must  be  misguided  or  misin¬ 
formed.  The  pastor’s  salary  should  be 
decided  upon  and  set  up  in  the  budget, 
already  voted  upon  by  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Board  and  ratified  by  the 
Charge  (or  Church)  Conference.  This  is 
strictly  a  matter  decided  upon  by  the 
local  church.  The  district  superintendent 
should  just  ask  what  is  the  salary  decided 
upon  for  the  coming  year. 

My  experience  as  pastor  of  one 
congregation  for  13  years  is  that  the 
budget  (pastor’s  salary  included)  which 
has  grown  substantially  is  a  reflection  of 
the  spiritual  growth  of  the  congregation. 
The  spiritual  growth  reflects  a  laity  that 
is  not  hung  up  on  paying  the  preacher  too 
much. 

It’s  sure  a  lot  easier  for  a  pastor  to  be  a 
spiritual  leader  not  having  to  worry 
about  how  he  or  she  can  pay  personal  and 
family  bills.  David  A.  Brantley 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

Where  are  protesters? 

To  the  Editor: 

Where  were  the  17  faculty  members 
who  complained  that  President  Ford 
might  make  a  political  speech  because  he 
is  a  candidate  (TM/  UMR,  April  30), 
when  Senator  Frank  Church  spoke  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  (TM/  UMR,  April 
30)?  V. 

I  failed  to  hear  any  protest  about  the 
address  to  the  Bishops. 

C.  H.  Burlingame 
Taos,  New  Mexico 

TM/l  MR  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  receiving  the  news  of  our 
church  in  the  TM/  UMR  weekly 
newspaper,  and  applaud  your  efforts. 

Mrs.  Wayne  Gardner 
Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri 

Reader  objects  ttt  'Ms.' 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  for 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  is  a  very  fine 
newspaper.  You  get  the  current  news 
printed  very  quickly. 

However.  I  do  have  a  question  on  your 
using  Ms.  so  frequently.  Why  do  our 
Methodist  publications  use  this  new,  ugly 
term?  Our  “Response”  UMW  magazine 
is  filled  with  it.  I  wrote  to  them  and 
received  a  surly  reply.  Regular 
newspapers  and  magazines  use  Miss  and 
Mrs.  so  why  do  our  United  Methodist 
publications  promote  and  encourage  this 
usage?  Ms.  is  a  hard,  cold  title.  It  makes 
women  arrogant  and  takes  the  blessed 
title  of  Mrs.  away  from  married  women. 
This  helps  to  break  down  family  life.  Our 
founders,  John  Wesley  and  Jacob 
Albright,  surely  would  not  use  this  term; 
they  would  foresee  the  consequences. 

Mrs.  Brooke  Brady 
Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/  UMR  uses 
Ms.  in  two  instances:  (1)  when  the 
marital  status  of  the  person  referred  to  is 
not  known;  and  (2)  when  the  person 
being  referred  to  indicates  a  preference 
for  Ms.  A  number  of  respected 
publications  have  discontinued  the  use  of 
Ms.  because  it  offends  some  readers.  We 
would  be  pleased  to  know  how  other 
readers  feel  about  our  policy. 


than  the  present  sy¬ 
stem  of  using  trac¬ 
tors  for  mowing  the 
same  area. 

(4)  Encourage  eco¬ 
nomic  reward  for 
growing  grain  rather 
than  livestock;  this 
would  increase  the 
availability  of  food 
stuff.  Preferential 


Ralph  Cox 


tax  consideration  could  be  given  to  land 
that  is  suitable  for  grain  production  if  it  is 
used  for  that  purpose,  rather  than 
utilized  for  pasturing  beef  cattle. 

(5)  Encourage  economic  reward  for 
utilizing  grain  in  human  consumption  as 
food.  Tax  could  be  put  on  grain  used  for 
other  purposes. 

(6)  Establish  canneries  to  utilize 
culled  crops  that  are  not  utilized  by  fresh 
fruit  and  vegetable  shippers.  Now  the 
culled  material  is  wasted  by  much  of  the 
industry. 

(7)  Eliminate  the  expensive  pack¬ 
aging  of  fruits  and  vegetables.  The 
cost  is  added  to  the  products  and  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  waste  disposal  problem. 

(8)  Eliminate  the  restrictions  on  part- 
time  child  labor  on  crops  that  have  a 
short  harvest  period.  Present  restrictions 
result  in  failure  fully  to  harvest  this  type 
of  crop. 

(9)  Promote  the  establishment  of  fish 
farms  utilizing  ponds,  lakes  and  streams. 
The  Japanese  have  found  more  protein 
can  be  produced  per  acre  in  this  way  than 
any  other. 

(10)  Discourage  the  use  of  land  for 
non-essential  crops  such  as  tobacco. 
Higher  taxes  on  land  used  for  such 
purposes  could  reduce  the  acreage  lost  to 
food  production.  Elimination  of  govern¬ 
ment  support  for  the  tobacco  industry 
would  be  a  major  help. 

(11)  Utilize  organic  waste  by  returning 
it  to  the  soil,  so  as  to  reduce  the  demand 
for  commercial  fertilizer.  This  would 
eventually  reduce  the  cost  also,  and 
result  in  healthier  foods. 


First  U.S. 
Printing 
in  100 
Years 


Now  for  the  first  time  in 
more  than  1 00  years  the  com¬ 
plete  Memoirs  of  the  Wesley 
Family  by  Adam  Clarke  is 
being  reprinted  in  the  U.S. 

This  unabridged,  660  page 
edition  is  an  exact  reprint  of 
the  Second  American  Edition, 
containing  hundreds  of  per¬ 
sonal  letters  and  poems  written 
by  the  Wesleys— many  not  pub¬ 
lished  in  any  other  volume.  A 
must  for  every  Methodist  .  .  . 
every  Christian. 

SAVE  20% 

Normally  14.95 
SALE  PRICE  11.95 

Order  your  copy  from: 

<8m®oa2e^^bbli£ations,^,'/ 

VanHooser  Publications 
P.O.  Box  856  •  Taylors,  SC  29687 
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Summary  of  General  Conference  T  °P  execs  agree  boards  affirmed 

by  recent  conference  legislation 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

PORTLAND  —  The  following  listing 
provides  a  recap  of  the  major  actions 
taken  at  the  recently  completed  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Portland.  Oregon. 

Theme  and  priorities 

•  Designated  "Committed  to  Christ  — 
Called  to  Change"  as  the  theme  for  the 
1977-80  quadrennium  of  the  church. 

•  Set  three  "missional  priorities”  — 
world  hunger,  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  and  evangelism. 

•  Approved  a  list  of  seven  "vital 
concerns"  for  local  churches  to  study  and 
deal  with  in  the  next  four  years.  They 
are;  (1)  deeper  personal  commitment  to 
Christ.  (2)  strengthening  of  local 
churches.  (3)  full  participation  by 
laypersons,  (4)  concern  for  persons, 
(5)  values  and  ethics  in  public  and. 
private  life,  (6)  living  as  good  stewards 
in  an  age  of  scarcity,  and  (7)  the  future 
of  church-related  institutions. 

Sexuality 

•  Retained  a  1972  policy  stand  that  the 
church  "does  not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality,"  and  considers  "this 
practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.” 

•  Revised  a  Social  Principles  state¬ 
ment  from  "We  do  not  recommend 
marriage  between  two  persons  of  the 
same  sex”  to  "We  do  not  recognize  a 
relationship  between  two  persons  of  the 
same  sex  as  constituting  marriage.” 

•  Turned  down  petitions  calling  for 
specific  prohibition  of  ordination  for 
homosexuals;  adopted  instead  a 
resolution  affirming  "our  trust  in  the 
covenant  community  and  the  process  by 
which  we  ordain  ministers.” 

•  Authorized,  without  funding,  a  study 
of  human  sexuality  by  local  churches.  A 
broader  study  of  family  life  and  a  special 
commission  to  study  human  sexuality 
were  voted  down. 

Ministry 

•  Created  a  new  category  of  church 
work  called  "diaconal  ministry”  for 
unordained  persons  serving  the  church 
on  a  full-time  professional  basis. 

•  Renamed  lay  pastors  "local  pastors” 
and  gave  them  permission  to  administer 
the  sacraments  under  certain  conditions. 
Local  pastors  are  not  members  of  annual 
conferences. 

•  Lowered  the  mandatory  retirement 
age  for  ministers  from  72  to  70,  with 
retirement  permissible  at  65,  and 
allowed  at  62  under  special  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

•  Approved  legislation  which  provides 
maternity  benefits  to  women  ministers, 

Bishops 

•  Retained  life  tenure  for  the  church’s 
episcopal  leaders. 

•  Lowered  the  retirement  age  for 
bishops  to  between  the  66th  and  70th 
birthdays  instead  of  the  present  68th  and 
72nd  birthdays  —  an  action  that  will 
cause  four  additional  bishops  to  retire  in 
1980. 

•  Reduced  the  number  of  years  a 
bishop  can  stay  in  one  area  from  12  to 
eight. 

•  Raised  episcopal  salaries  $1,000  per 
year,  an  increase  which  will  bring  their 
salaries  to  $30,000  in  1980. 

•  Made  it  possible  for  an  annual 
conference  to  nominate  one  or  more 
persons  for  the  office  of  bishop. 

•  Created  annual  conference  com¬ 
mittees  on  the  episcopacy  with 
responsibilities  similar  to  a  pastor-parish 
committee  in  the  local  church,  and 
similar  committees  on  the  district  level 
for  district  superintendents. 

Local  churches 

•  Tightened  the  requirements  to  be 
met  by  United  Methodism’s  39,000  local 
congregations  before  a  member  may  be 
removed  from  the  church  roll,  saying  the 
name  must  be  recorded  in  the  minutes  of 
the  charge  conference  for  three  suc¬ 
cessive  years  before  being  removed. 

•  Mandated  a  new  work  area  on 
religion  and  race  in  each  local  church. 

•  Urged  the  organization  of  a  unit  of 
United  Methodist  Men  in  each  local 
church. 

•  Called  for  openness,  love  and  un¬ 
derstanding  and  dealing  with  persons  in 
the  charismatic  movement. 

•  Affirmed  cooperative  parish 
ministries  for  small  churches. 

•  Mandated  procedures  for  the  han¬ 
dling  and  regular  reporting  of  church 
offerings  and  the  responsibilities  of  the 


committee  on  finance. 

•  Directed  nominating  committees  to 
insure  representation  on  local  boards 
along  age,  sex,  cultural,  racial/  ethnic, 
economic,  social  and  theological 
orientation  lines. 

•  Supported  continuation  of  the  pastor 
as  chairperson  of  the  nominating  com¬ 
mittee. 

Church  finances 

•  Set  total  apportionments  being 
sought  from  local  churches  at  $54.4 
million,  up  14  percent  from  the  last 
quadrennium. 

•  Increased  "World  Service”  ap¬ 
portionments  (the  church’s  basic 
benevolence  and  program  fund)  to  $24.9 
million  per  year  —  up  from  $23.5  million. 

•  Set  a  new  "missional  priorities"  fund 
goal  at  $4,125  million  annually.  Of  that, 
$1.5  million  will  be  allocated  to  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  priority;  half  a 
million  to  scholarships  for  Native 
Americans,  Asian-Americans  and 
Hispanics;  $2  million  for  the  world 
hunger  priority;  and  $125,000  for 
evangelism. 

•  Approved  a  new  mass  communica¬ 
tion’s  special  apportioned  fund  of  $600, 
000,  for  use  in  radio  and  television  as  well 
as  “in-church.” 

•  Continued  apportionments  at  two 
percent  to  annual  conferences  for  the 
ministerial  education  fund  in  order  to 
realize  a  goal  of  about  $11  million. 

•  Approved  for  a  second  quadrennium 
the  funding  of  the  Black  College  Fund  at 
$6  million. 

•  Took  action  on  four  other  ap¬ 
portioned  funds:  General  Administration 
Fund  —  $1.4  million;  Episcopal  Fund  — 
$3.6  million;  the  Interdenominational 
Cooperation  Fund  —  $1  million;  and  the 
Temporary  General  Aid  Fund  —  $1.6 
million. 

In  the  last  quadrennium  the  World 
Service  Fund  reached  an  average  of  92 
percent  of  its  goal  while  the  other  special 
benevolences  averaged  83  percent. 

•  Mandated  that  no  general  board  or 
church  unit  give  funds  to  any  “gay” 
caucus  or  group  “to  promote  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  homosexuality." 

•  Continued  a  dual  relationship  for  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  in  determining  the 
allocation  of  World  Service  funds  to 
general  program  boards. 

Women 

•  Approved  permanent  status  for  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  the  agency  charged  with  ad¬ 
vocating  the  full  and  equal  responsibility 
and  participation  of  women  in  the  life  and 
mission  of  the  church,  with  a  $200,000 
annual  budget. 

•  Mandated  that  sexism,  racism  and 
agism  in  language,  theology  and 
imaginery  be  eliminated  from  church 
periodicals,  curriculum,  agency 
publications  and  audio,  visual  resources. 

•  Adopted  a  resolution  of  continued 
support  for  the  ratification  of  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment. 

•  Urged  governments  to  commit 
themselves  to  implementation  of  the 
objectives  of  International  Women’s 
Year  over  the  next  10  years. 

•  Encouraged  church  agencies  at  all 
levels  to  make  child  care  available  at  all 
official  meetings. 

Youth 

•  Defined  youth  as  persons  under  18 
years  old. 

•  Mandated  inclusion  of  senior  high 
youth  member  on  the  local  church 
pastor-parish  relations  committee. 

•  Replaced  the  national  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry  with  a  more  broadly 
based  youth  organization  representing 
all  73  annual  conferences  in  the  U.S. 
There  are  to  be  youth  convocations  every 
two  years  under  the  new  plan. 

Native  Americans 

•  Authorized  a  study  committee  on 
Native  American  ministry  to  determine 
the  basic  philosophical  and  social  basis  of 
Native  American  concepts  in  the  UMC. 
The  study  is  to  be  conducted  by  Native 
American  persons  and  funded  out  of  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  priority. 

•  Began  a  process  of  changing  the 
church’s  constitution  so  that  represen¬ 
tatives  from  missionary  conferences, 
especially  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference,  might  have  both 
voice  and  vote  in  future  General  Con¬ 
ferences.  The  change,  if  approved  by 


Classified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  for  blind  ads 
$1.00  per  Insertion. 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  -  Christian  education 
position  open.  Seminole  United  Methodist  Church. 
5400  Seminole  Blvd.,  Seminole,  Fla.  33542. 

STAFF  NEEDED:  Two  dedicated,  Christian  couples 
as  Houseparents  for  needy,  dependent,  neglected 
children  in  the  mountains  of  Southeast  Kentucky. 
Couples  without  children,  non-smokers,  non- 
drinkers.  high  moral  and  ethical  standards  will  be 
considered.  Salaried  or  volunteer  —  room,  board, 
fringe  benefits,  vacations.  Henderson  Settlement 
Mission  Children’s  Home.  Frakes,  Kentucky  40940. 
Telephone:  (606  )  337-3613.  j 

DELUX  MOTOR  COACH  tours  with  experienced 
escorts,  prices  Include  everything  except  noon  day 
meals  -  no  Upping  -  no  hidden  extras  -  full  refund 
policy  -  Grand  Ole  Opry  -  July  23  departure.  4  days 
$130.  California  Circle  tour  -  2  departures  June  and 
July.  15  days  $525.  Eastern  Canada  -  Gaspe  Penln- 

tember  Foliage  departure.  19  days  $753.  Pacific 
Northwest.  August  7  and  B  departure.  22  days  $860. 
New  England  fall  foliage.  September  27.  13  days, 
$545.  Write  for  brochure  ami  day  by  day  details:  Dan 
DlpertTour.  Box  580.  Arlington.  Tex.  76010,  (817  )  265- 
2236. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordlnators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours.  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs. 
Fla.  33166. 

YOUNG  ADULTS  -  Don’t  miss  the  article  "A 
Pilgrlmmage  Through  the  Epistle  of  James"  by 
Donald  Charles  Lacy  In  the  June- July- August.  1976 
Issue  of  "Cross-Talk’’  published  by  Graded  Press  In 
Nashville.  Tennessee.  The  article  Is  an  excellent 
leaders’  guide  for  the  Letter  of  James.  Pastor  Lacy 

Is  the  author  of  GEMS  FROM  JAMES  ($4.95).  which 

Is  available  from  Cokesbury  and  other  major 
booksellers. 

THE  KING’S  LETTER.  Monthly  newsletter.  Every¬ 
thing.  everybody  pertaining  to  Pipe  Organs.  Or¬ 
ganists.  pastors,  music  committees.  Articles  Finding 
Honest  Consultants.  Emergency  Organ  Repairs. 
Increasing  Attendance,  etc.  Reverberations  thru 
reader-written  responses.  Write:  King's  Letter. 
Dept.  UMI,  R.F.D.  No.  1.  Wlnsted.  Conn.  06098. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 
Qualified  person  may  direct  application  to  Rev. 
Harold  A.  Melzer.  Grace  United  Methodist  Church. 
400  E.  Field  Avenue.  Venice.  Florida,  33595.  (813) 
488-1374. 

USED  CHURCH  FURNISHINGS:  Oak  pews,  pulpit, 
lectern.  Communion  rail.  713-945-7411.  Ext.  684 
(days).  713-534-3684  (evenings). 

COLORADO  CAMPING:  Situated  25  miles  west  of 
Colorado  Springs  In  the  Rockies,  Templed  Hills 
Church  Camp  offers  rustic  camping  suitable  for 
religious  development,  and  a  touring  base  for  the 
Pikes  Peak  area.  Kitchen,  dining  hall  and  tent  cabins 
to  accommodate  100.  Write:  Robert  Ramey.  6395 
Altman  Dr..  Colorado  Springs.  Colo.  80918. 

UNITED  METHODIST  TEMPLE  seek  assistant  to 
the  pastor,  emphasis  youth  coordination.  7.000  to 
8.500.  paid  vacation-holidays,  reply  to  P.  O.  Box  2205, 
Lakeland.  Florida  33802. 

two-thirds  vote  of  the  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  will  give  the  same  rights  to  the 
Red  Bird  and  Alaska  missionary  con¬ 
ferences. 

•  Substituted  for  a  Bicentennial 
resolution  labeled  "insensitive"  to 
Native  American  concerns,  a  revised 
statement  urging  United  Methodists  to 
rejoice  in  the  nation’s  200th  year  and  to 
repent  of  maltreatment  of  racial 
minorities,  immigrants  and  women. 

Social  issues 

•  Expressed  support  for  negotiations 
between  the  U.S.  and  Panama  looking 
toward  Panamanian  sovereignty  over 
the  canal. 

•  Requested  removal  of  "felony 
penalties"  for  possession  of  small 
amounts  of  marijuana,  though  stressing 
that  this  action  "in  no  way  implies  ap¬ 
proval  or  encouragement  of  marijuana 
use.” 

•  Re-affirmed  United  Methodism’s 
long-time  recommendation  of  abstinence 
from  alcoholic  beverages  and  warned  of 
the  dangers  of  misuse  of  other  drugs. 

•  Condemned  the  growing  legalization 
and  statewide  promotion  of  gambling. 

•  Encouraged  church  and  civic  leaders 
of  Boston  in  their  attempts  to  overcome 
the  school  crisis  and  “the  breakdown  of 
law,  freedom,  justice,  personal  and 
public  security." 

•  Voiced  “solidarity”  with  two  United 
Methodist  bishops  in  Southern  Africa  in 
their  attempts  to  express  the  Christian 
faith  in  struggles  for  liberation  of  their 
nations  —  Rhodesia  and  Angola. 

•  Recommended  the  licensing  of  all 
gun  owners  and  registration  of  all 
firearms,  and  noted  that  licensing 
provisions  should  “provide  basic  stan¬ 
dards  with  respect  to  age,  absence  of 
mental  illness  and  lack  of  serious 
criminal  record;”  recommended  a 
national  ban  on  importation,  possession, 
manufacture  and  sale  of  handguns  with 
suggested  exceptions  of  the  police, 
military,  licensed  security  guards,  an¬ 
tique  dealers  and  licensed  pistol  clubs. 

•  Urged  broad  and  unconditional 
amnesty  for  Vietnam  war  resisters  in  a 
statement  on  world  peace. 

•  Revised  several  subsections  of  the 
"Social  Principles,”  including  abortion, 
death  with  dignity,  freedom  of  in¬ 
formation,  a  definition  of  the  separation 
of  church  and  state  and  a  denunciation  of 
any  form  of  torture  for  political  purposes 
by  any  government.  Refused  to  change 
“Social  Principles"  dealing  with 
homosexuality. 

•  Rejected  a  proposed  resolution  on 
publicly  administered  universal  health 
care  and  left  the  denomination  without 
any  official  position  on  health  care. 

•  Called  for  a  U.S. -Indochina  policy  of 
"healing,  reconciliation  and  recon¬ 
struction." 

Miscellaneous 

•  Recommended  a  presentation  of  a 
"state  of  the  church”  address  by  the  laity 
at  General  Conference  —  similar  to  the 
present  Episcopal  Address. 

•  Refused  to  reduce  the  size  of  the 
General  Conference. 

•  Refused  requests  for  the  church  to 
withdraw  from  the  World  Council 
and  National  Councils  of  Churches  and 
increased  contributions  to  them  slightly. 

•  Stopped  funding  for  Project  Equality 
on  the  basis  that  the  agency  is  now 
federally  funded. 

•  Recommended  preparation  of  a 
supplementary  contemporary  hymnal 

•  Supported  the  church's  mission 
board’s  policy  of  dismissing  any 
missionary  who  "intentionally 
cooperates  with  the  CIA.” 

•  Approved  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  lowering  the  requirement  from  four 
years  to  two  years  of  membership  in  the 
church  before  election  to  General  or 
annual  conferences.  Annual  conference 
ratification  is  required. 

Bishops  offer  diverse  opinions 


By  BI  D  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

The  general  agency  "sail-trimming” 
that  many  persons  predicted  and  some 
persons  read  into  actions  of  the  recently 
completed  General  Conference  of  the 
,  United  Methodist  Church  just  didn’t  take 
place,  according  to  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  top  executives  of  those 
agencies. 

After  three  weeks  of  reflecting  on 
legislation  passed  by  the  denomination's 
top  law-making  body,  all  four  general 
secretaries  of  the  UMC’s  major  program 
boards  agree  that  —  for  the  most  part  — 
General  Conference  was  supportive,  not 
restrictive,  in  dealings  with  national 
church  agencies. 

The  agency  executives  also 
unanimously  praised  the  conference  as 
being  well  prepared  to  do  its  work  and  for 
carrying  out  actions  with  efficiency. 

Board  of  church  and  society 

Dr.  Dudley  Ward,  soon-to-retire  as  top 
executive  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  described  the  Portland 
session  as  "the  best  General  Conference 
I  have  ever  attended,  and  I’ve  been  to 
quite  a  few.”  He  said  the  delegates  were 
"disciplined  and  well-prepared”  and  that 
they  dealt  with  issues  very  well. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  conference 
did  not  approve  a  considerable  amount  of 
legislation  on  social  issues  recommended 
by  his  board.  Dr.  Ward  said  he  does  not 
feel  the  mood  of  the  conference  was 
negative  in  any  way. 

"I  think  it  is  good  for  us  to  be 
challenged  by  the  grassroots  to  re-look  at 
some  of  our  positions,”  Dr.  Ward,  who 
will  retire  from  the  leadership  of  the 
board  July  1,  told  TM/  UMR. 

Dr.  George  Outen,  who  will  move  into 
the  executive  leadership  of  the  board 
when  Dr.  Ward  leaves,  in  a  separate 
telephone  interview  generally  expressed 
the  same  sort  of  positive  feelings  but 
warned  against  too  much  "retrench¬ 
ment”  by  the  church. 

"The  mood  of  the  conference  seemed  to 
be  more  one  of  retrenchment  than  ex¬ 
pansion,"  Dr.  Outen  said.  "Retrench¬ 
ment  is  not  bad,  but  we  need  to  be 
careful  that  it  doesn’t  spill  over  and 
make  us  afraid  to  take  risks.  To  be  on  the 
cutting  edge  of  society,  the  church  needs 
to  take  risks.” 

Board  of  discipleship 

Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  said  he  feels  that 
"generally  speaking,  this  General 
Conference  affirmed  agencies. 

"We  were  called  upon  to  be  more  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  grassroots  and  to  hold 
the  line  on  expansion,"  he  said,  “but  you 
'tan  hardly  call  that  restrictive.” 

He  saicl  that  the  only  action  of 'Central 
Conference  which  he  has  any  real 
questions  about  is  the  legislation 
requiring  that  all  elected  executives  of 
the  church  be  members  of  the  UMC, 
which  "may  be  unwise  in  light  of  the 
ecumenical  stance  of  the  denomination.” 

Board  of  higher  education  and 
ministry 

Dr.  Thomas  Trotter,  top  executive  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  said  he  “was  prepared 
before  the  conference  to  experience  a 
mood  of  restraint”  but  "did  not  per¬ 
sonally  experience  that  at  all.” 

He  said  he  feels  good  about  the  way  his 
agency’s  legislation  faired  and  thinks 
delegates  "were  better  prepared  for 
their  task  and  more  efficient  in  carrying 
it  out”  than  they  have  ever  been  before. 

He  said  that  he  doesn’t  even  feel  the 
legislation  requiring  executive  staff  to  be 
UMC  members  is  "inappropriate.” 

"I  personally  see  no  problem  with  it  at 


all.”  he  said.  "The  rule  only  covers  top, 
elected  staff.  A  bigger  problem  is  the  fact 
that  we  elect  so  many  executive  level 
persons  in  the  first  place.  I  think  it’s 
more  efficient  and  better  business  to 
keep  full-time  staff  at  a  minimum  and 
rely  more  on  hired  consultants  for 
specific  tasks.” 

Board  of  global  ministries 

Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  general  secretary 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  described  the  conference  as 
"good  and  healthy,”  particularly  in  the 
way  it  related  to  the  local  church. 

"The  conference  reaffirmed  its  feeling 
that  the  general  agencies  need  to 


recognize  their  accountability,”  he  said. 
"We  think  we  have  been  accountable  in 
the  past,  but  the  conference  made  it  clear 
once  again  that  we  need  to  be  always 
aware  of  that  accountability." 

He  said  that  legislation  requiring 
agencies  to  keep  a  record  of  all  social 
actions  taken  and  all  coalitions  joined 
will  require  nothing  new  for  his  board 
"We  have  always  done  this,”  he  said. 
"The  church  has  the  right  to  know  what 
we  are  doing  at  all  times.” 

His  only  point  of  criticism  came  on  the 
legislation  requiring  elected  executives 
to  be  United  Methodists.  He  said  that 
legislation  raises  questions  about  the 
UMC’s  entire  ecumenical  stance. 


PORTLAND  —  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  left,  and  Native  American  leader 
Dennis  Banks,  right,  field  questions  at  press  conference  here. 
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Movement  leader  vows 
to  repay  bail  money 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

PORTLAND  —  Expressing  "great 
love"  fbr  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
an  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
leader  told  church  officials  that  he  plans 
to  pay  back  $10,000  the  denomination 
forfeited  last  August  when  he  "jumped 
bail"  while  awaiting  trial  on  assault  and 
riot  charges  in  South  Dakota. 

Dennis  Banks,  controversial  founder 
and  leader  of  AIM.  made  the  an¬ 
nouncement  during  a  press  conference 
he  called  here  earlier  this  month  at  the 
UMC’s  General  Conference.  Mr.  Banks 
was  under  indictment  in  Oregon  on 
federal  charges  of  possession  of  ex¬ 
plosives  (charges  that  now  have  been 
dropped)  and  was  appealing  to  the 
governor  of  the  state  not  to  allow  his 
extradition  to  South  Dakota  to  face  the 
earlier  charges  there.  He  claims  he  will 
be  killed  if  he  is  returned  to  South 
Dakota. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  episcopal 
leader  in  the  UMC's  Iowa  Area,  ac¬ 
companied  Mr.  Banks  to  the  office  of 
Oregon  Governor  Bob  Straub  May  3  and 


Did  Portland  restrict  the  episcopacy? 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  W riter 

United  Methodist  bishops  are  not 
allowed  to  participate  in  General  Con¬ 
ference  debates,  but  they  have  strong 
and  diverse  opinions  about  the  effect  of 
the  Portland  meeting  on  their  jobs.  (See 
summary  of  actions  qn  the  episcopacy 
elsewhere  on  this  page.) 

Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden,  Southern 
California-Arizona  Area,  said  the  church 
did  not  face  squarely  the  question  of 
wanting  or  not  wanting  an  episcopacy. 
General  Conference  legislation,  he 
believes,  may  make  it  more  difficult  for 
bishops  to  deliver  what  the  church  says  it 
expects.  He  said  "if  I  were  con¬ 
templating  the  possibility  of  being 
elected  a  bishop  at  this  period  in  the 
church,  I  think  I  would  choose  to  stay  in 
the  local  church  pastorate.” 

On  the  other  hand  there  are  bishops 
who  feel  the  General  Conference  was 
very  supportive.  Bishop  Ralph  TV  Alton. 
Indiana  Area,  said  he  felt  the  legislative 
assembly  "definitely  affirmed  the 
episcopal  office  by  voting  to  continue  it 
largely  as  it  has  been.” 

Bishop  Carl  Sanders,  Birmingham 
Area,  said  the  actions  were  "clearly 
supportive  and  unmistakably  in  favor  of 
the  episcopacy.”  Retired  Bishop  W. 
Kenneth  Pope,  Dallas,  said  he  was  “very 
surprised”  at  how  much  the  church 
seemed  to  want  the  episcopacy;  he  said 
there  "was  no  diminishment  of  the  office 
—  in  fact,  they  even  raised  bishops’ 
'  salaries  above  the  recommended  level.” 

Taking  a  “wait-and-see”  position. 
Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Area,  said  "General 
Conference  talked  about  enhancing  the 
leadership  role  of  the  bishops,  but  it 


actually  reduced  the  episcopal  role  by 
moving  further  in  the  direction  of  par¬ 
ticipatory  democracy."  He  added  that 
"society  may  have  changed  so  radically 
that  the  UMC  wants  a  more 
‘congregational  style  of  operation,’  but 
that  is  hard  to  predict  in  a  world  climate 
which  seems  to  be  looking  more  for 
saviors  than  for  participation  It  remains 
to  be  seen  if  this  is  a  healthy  direction." 

While  the  majority  of  the  bishops 
questioned  seemed  to  feel  the  General 
Conference  was  basically  supportive, 
they  were  not  so  sure  about  the  new 
legislation  creating  annual  conference 
committees  on  the  episcopacy  and 
district  superintendency  or  about  the 
new  appointment  making  process. 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield,  Louisiana 
Area,  said  he  was  "not  complaining,”  but 
these  new  committees  would  just  mean 
"more  fiddling  around  with  bureaucratic 
restrictions  which  could  red  tape  us  to 
death.”  He  said  the  conference  had  gone 
so  far  as  to  try  to  legislate  attitudes 
‘which  can’t  be  done.” 

"The  total  effect  will  be  to  further 
politicize  both  these  offices  (bishop  and 
district  superintendent),"  Bishop 
Nichols  said.  These  advisory  committees 
could  have  supportive  results  or  they 
could  become  platforms  for  exerting 
pressure  on  church  officials,  he  said. 

Bishop  Alton  said  he  expected  the 
advisory  committees  could  be  helpful  in 
the  same  way  that  a  pastor-parish 
committee  "willing  to  level  with  a 
pastor”  can  be  helpful  in  a  local  church. 
Bishop  Sanders  said  "none  of  us  are  sure 
yet  how  these  committees  will  work,  but 
I’m  not  afraid  of  them." 

"Bishops  can  use  all  the  help  they  can 
get.”  was  Bishop  Pope’s  assessment. 


"They  may  forestall  possible  misun¬ 
derstandings,  and  that  is  all  for  the  good 
of  the  bishop.” 

On  the  matter  of  the  new  eight-year 
limit  on  a  bishop’s  term  in  an  area, 
Bishop  Alton  said  he  didn’t  think  it  would 
hurt  the  church,  but  based  on  his  ex¬ 
perience  with  a  12-year  term,  he  thought 
it  "somewhat  limiting."  The  last  four 
years  were  the  best  of  his  12-year  stay  in 
the  Wisconsin  area,  he  said. 

The  earlier  retirement,  most  agreed, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  episcopacy  but 
was  simply  adoption  of  a  trend  toward 
earlier  retirements  in  society  as  a  whole. 
Bishop  Crutchfield  said  it  was  more  the 
result  of  an  “anti-age  prejudice”  than 
hostility  toward  bishops.  He  noted  the 
inconsistency  of  the  assembly  voting  a 
resolution,  the  very  same  day,  against 
“agism.” 

The  bishops  were  unanimous  in 
characterizing  the  actions  of  the  General 
Conference,  as  "cautious  and/  or 
mature,  but  not  reactionary.” 


supported  the  AIM  leader’s  appeal  for 
sanctuary  in  Oregon. 

“I  have  a  strong  commitment  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  Mr.  Banks 
told  persons  present  at  a  press  con¬ 
ference  held  during  the  second  week  of 
the  denomination’s  General  Conference. 
“The  United  Methodist  Church  stands 
among  the  very  few  to  be  first  in  the  field 
of  battle  for  those  wronged  by  op¬ 
pression.  I  have  great  love  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  hope  the  church 
has  the  same  feeling  for  me.”  (Mr. 
Banks  is  not  a  member  of  the  UMC  and 
when  asked  about  his  religious  affiliation 
said  he  is  a  believer  in  the  "Sundance 
religion.”) 

Mr.  Banks  said  that  he  hopes  his 
"jumping  of  bail”  —  which  was  provided 
by  two  different  United  Methodist 
sources  is  not  viewed  as  a  lack  of 
feeling  for  the  church.  He  said  he  will  pay 
the  money  back  with  proceeds  he 
receives  from  a  movie,  "Missouri 
Breaks,’  which  actor  Marlon  Brando  has 
agreed  to  use  to  help  finance  the  Native 
American  Legal  Defense  Fund.  Of  the 

lost”  bail  money,  $5,000  was  contributed 
by  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference  of  the 
denomination  and  the  other  $5,000  came 
from  funds  raised  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Bishop  Thomas  —  pointing  out  that  he 
could  not  speak  for  the  entire 
denomination,  but  only  the  Iowa  Con¬ 
ference  —  said  he  "respects”  Mr.  Banks 
and  plans  to  do  whatever  he  can  to  aid  his 
cause. 

“The  Iowa  Conference  has  not  entered 
whimsically  into  its  support  of  Mr; 
Banks,"  Bishop  Thomas  said.  "Our 
relationship  is  an  intentional  one  and  a 
supportive  one.” 

The  sentiments  of  the  bishop  were 
echoed  by  the  Rev.  John  Adams,  director 
of  law,  justice  and  community  relations 
for  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Quoting  the  opinion  of  a  federal  judge 
on  an  earlier  case  that  Mr.  Banks  cannol 
receive  a  fair  trial  in  South  Dakota,  Mri 
Adams  said  the  church  must  play  ah 
active  role  in  aiding  the  oppressed. 

"Churches  have  contributed  to  ini- 
justice,"  Mr.  Adams  said,  "and  now  it’s 
up  to  us  to  take  steps  to  correct  those 
injustices."  Speaking  to  Mr.  Banks,  Mr. 
Adams  said:  “We  have  trust  and  love  for 
you  and  want  to  stay  close  and  support 
you.”  ! 


Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminars 
2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  Illinois  60201 
Two  positions  open 

Director  of  Admissions:  to  administer  a  student  enlistment  program,  in¬ 
volving  extensive  travel  and  management  of  volunteers.  Professional 
theological  degree  desired  but  not  required.  Experience  in  admissions  field 
preferred.  Salary  open.  Send  resume  to:  Director  of  Student  Services. 

Director  of  Development  Communications:  Mature  and  experienced  in 
educational  programs  to  manage  publicity  and  publications.  Skills  in  creative 
writing.  Also  knowledgeable  and  experienced  in  working  with  print  and  elec¬ 
tronic  media.  Interest  and  commitment  to  the  Church  important.  Salary  open. 
Send  resume  to:  Assistant  to  the  President. 

The  Seminary  is  a  graduate  school  of  theology  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  on  the  Northwestern  University  campus,  with  regional, 
national  and  church  accreditation.  Enrollment  approximates  350  students. 

An  equal  opportunity  and  affirmative  action  employer. 
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U.M.  bishop  joins  call 
for  massive  Viet  aid 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Emphasizing  that  they  are  not  making  a 
plea  for  a  political  system,  “but  for  a 
people  who  have  suffered  through  more 
than  30  years  of  continuous  warfare,”  six 
Americans  reported  on  their  recent  twro- 
week  visit  to  North  and  South  Vietnam 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong.  Dakotas  Area,  was  among 
the  six  men  and  two  women  who  visited 
Vietnam  at  the  invitation  of  the  Vietnam 
Committee  for  Solidarity  with  the 
American  people.  Everywhere  they 
went,  they  said  at  a  press  conference, 
Vietnamese  were  working  together, 
rebuilding  schools,  public  institutions 
and  housing. 

"Churches  destroyed  or  damaged  by 
bombings  are  being  rebuilt,  often  with 
government  aid,”  they  said  in  a  report 
released  at  the  press  conference.  “We 
saw  hospitals  being  reconstructed  with 
UNICEF  aid,  part  of  a  comprehensive 
health  care  system  emphasizing 
preventive  health  care  and  sanitation." 

Bishop  Armstrong,  who  traveled  with 
the  delegation  for  a  week  said  some 
members  of  the  delegation  had  talked 
with  Hoang  Tung,  a  member  of  the  Lao 
Dong  Communist  Party  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  and  editor  of  the  party  newspaper, 
Nhan  Dan. 

Mr.  Hoang  told  them  that  U.S. 
providing  reconstruction  aid  to  Vietnam 
is  *‘n:t  a  question  of  money,  but  of  a 
symbolic  gesture  toward  normalization 
of  relations.”  The  amount  of  post-war 
reconstruction  aid,  he  said,  was 
negotiable.  “It  is  the  spirit  in  which  the 
negotiations  for  aid  were  made  which  is 
important.” 


The  Vietnamese  official  also  indicated 
that  Vietnamese  families  separated 
during  the  American  evacuation  of  South 
Vietnam  may  be  able  to  be  reunited  with 
their  loved  ones  in  the  United  States  after 
normalization  of  relations  between  the 
governments  of  this  country  and  Viet¬ 
nam. 

“In  the  light  of  noble  precedent  and 
moral  responsibility,"  the  delegates 
wrote,  ‘We  call  upon  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Paris  accords  and  former  President 
Nixon’s  unconditional  commitment  of 
$3.25  billion  for  reconciliation  purposes, 
to  respond  to  the  present  needs  with 
massive  reconstruction  aid. 

“We  further  call  upon  the  churches  and 
other  private  humanitarian  agencies  of 
the  United  States,”  they  went  on,  “to 
respond  in  a  spirit  of  friendship  and 
reconciliation,  with  food,  resources  for 
recovery  of  agriculture  and  a  rural  base, 
the  development  of  indigenous  industry, 
medical  supplies,  educational  equipment 
and  other  responses  that  will  meet  the 
present  needs  of  a  mutilated  land  and  a 
long-suffering  people.” 


Five  to  be  chosen 


MAY  28,  1976 


Open  style  to  mark 
election  of  bishops 

'TAM/  HMD  Cl.MO-  .  i  . 


WASHINGTON.  D.C.  —  At  a  press  conference  on  their  return  from  a  visit  to  North 
and  South  Vietnam.  Bishop  James  Armstrong  and  Marilynne  Hill,  Church  World 
Service,  listen  to  Bernard  Confer,  executive  director  of  Lutheran  World  Relief.  [See 
related  story.]  religious  news  service  photo 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

Seven  United  Methodist  bishops  will  be 
elected  this  July  in  what  is  shaping  up  as 
the  most  open  campaign,  at  least  in 
recent  history,  for  the  church’s  highest 
office. 

Bishops  are  elected  at  the  five 
jurisdictional  (regional)  conferences  by 
the  lay  and  clergy  delegates  representing 
the  annual  conferences.  This  year  four 
will  be  elected  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  two  by  the  North  Central 
and  one  by  the  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tions.  Neither  the  Western  nor  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictions  will  elect  this 
year  because  none  of  the  bishops  in  these 
areas  face  mandatory  retirement. 

The  traditional  method  of  getting  the 
election  process  in  motion  is  to  let  the 
first  secret  ballot  cast  by  the  delegates 
serve  also  as  the  nominating  ballot.  But 
the  demand  for  a  more  open  process  — 
though  some  observers  have  pointed  out, 
certainly  not  any  less  political  —  has  led 
individuals  and  delegations  to  break  with 
tradition  and  politick  openly.  While  this 


Presidential  hopeful  affirms 

4 Jesus  Christ  is  the  most  important  thing  in  my  life’ 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  Presidential 
candidate  Jimmy  Carter  says  that 
although  he  does  not  make  a  big  issue  of 
it,  “neither  do  I  hesitate  to  say  publicly 
that  the  most  important  thing  in  my  life 
is  Jesus  Christ.” 

He  added  that  “a  lot  of  news  reporters 


are  mystified"  by  his  spiritual 
autobiography.  “I  don’t  think  they  doubt 
my  sincerity,  but  they  just  don’t  un¬ 
derstand.” 

Mr.  Carter  was  interviewed  by  Jim 
Newton,  editor  of  the  World  Mission 
Journal,  a  publication  of  the  Southern 


Baptist  Convention  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission. 

Asked  for  the  reaction  of  reporters  to 
his  answers  about  his  personal  religious 
conversion,  Mr.  Carter  said  it  is  “very 
difficult  for  anyone  who  has  not  had  that 
experience  to  understand  .  .  .  Many  of 


Lay  retreat  turning  point 

Florida  salesman  called  to  service  ministries 


By  CH  ARLINE  KINDER 

FT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  -  Twelve 
years  ago  a  top  salesman  for  a  cosmetic 
firm  was  struggling  with  a  growing 
problem  of  drinking  Today  that  same 
person  is  a  United  Methodist  minister 
serving  hundreds  of  people  here  as 
director  of  Specialized  Urban  Ministries. 

The  story  of  Kenneth  Crossman’s 
change  began  in  the  fall  of  1964. 

At  the  urging  of  his  close  friend  and 
neighbor,  the  pastor  of  Plantation 
Methodist  Church,  Ken  and  his  wife, 
Cecily,  attended  a  lay  retreat  at 
Leesburg,  Fla. 

“My  wife  and  I  didn't  realize  then  that 
this  would  be  the  turning  point  in  our 
lives,”  Ken  said. 

“Out  of  the  500-600  at  the  Methodist  lay- 
witness  retreat,  I  thought  the  evening 
service  led  by  the  Rev.  Ben  Johnson  was 
meant  for  me.  He  asked,  ‘Will  you  give  as 
much  of  your  life  as  you  can  to  as  much  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  you  can  understand  right 
now?’ 

“At  the  time  I  wasn’t  thinking  of 
anything  but  a  personal  problem  that  had 
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crept  up  on  me  and  which  was  actually 
frightening  me,”  he  said.  “As  a  child  in  a 
Toledo,  Ohio,  Methodist  Sunday  School,  I 
had  dutifully  signed  a  pledge  not  to 
smoke  nor  to  drink  alcoholic  beverages. 
Yet,  in  my  business  life,  with  growing 
frequency,  I  relaxed  with  a  drink. 
Gradually,  I  realized  I  was  struggling 
with  a  growing  problem  of  drinking  that 
could  easily  get  out  of  hand.  I  knew  I 
needed  help. 

“When  Mr.  Johnson  made  the  altar 
call,  I  surrendered  the  drinking  problem 
to  God.  I  really  meant  business  —  and  I 
discovered  just  how  much  God  meant 
business." 

The  block  to  Ken  Crossman’s  witness 
was  removed  at  once.  “I  am  constantly 
amazed  that  I,  who  had  enjoyed  the  taste 
of  liquor,  could  see  a  commercial  on  TV 
that  whetted  my  appetite,  immediately 
say  a  prayer  and  have  the  temptation 
leave.” 

Back  in  Fort  Lauderdale  while  selling 
cosmetics,  Ken  found  himself  shifting 
conversation  to  what  God  had  done  in  his 
life,  and,  surprisingly,  he  found  that 
many  he  dealt  with  were  Christians  and 
agreed  with  him  whole-heartedly. 

More  and  more,  Ken  and  Cecily  felt  a 
sense  that  God  was  calling  them  to  have 
a  dramatic  change  in  their  lives.  They 
felt  there  was  something  more  important 
to  do. 

“We  prayed,  fretted  and  worried  about 
the  call  for  eight  months.  When  we  had 
our  answer,  Cecily  and  I  each  had  perfect 
peace.  When  our  lease  was  up,  we  sold  all 
of  our  furniture  and  moved  our  family  to 
Georgia  where  I  entered  the  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University 
to  study  for  full-time  Christian  service.” 

The  need  for  an  urban  Christian  con¬ 
sultation  center  here  was  evident,  and  in 
June,  1970,  with  partial  support  of  other 
denominations,  Ken  was  assigned  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  Fort 
Lauderdale’s  first  full-time  urban 
minister. 

Under  his  direction,  Specialized  Urban 
Ministries  (SUM)  is  like  the  name  on  an 


FT.  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  —  College  students  participating  in  a  recent  summer 
intern  program  here  at  Specialized  Urban  Ministries  review  the  week’s  schedule 
with  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Crossman,  director.  [See  related  story.] 
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anagram  box  out  of  which  spill:  STEP 
(Summer  Tutorial  Enrichment  Program 
—  the  first  tutoring  program);  MEET 
(Motivational  Educational  and  Energy 
Transformation  —  a  black  Christian 
community  development  program);  C- 
TIP  (Change  Through  Involvement 
Program  —  linking  teams  of  three 
churchwomen  with  a  welfare  recipient, 
part  of  a  nationwide  mother-to-mother 
program);  TOUCH  (Teen  Outreach 
Uniting  Christian  Helpers  —  a  summer 
youth  program  involving  service  at 
Camp  Outreach,  a  Christian  camp  for  the 
underprivileged);  TOWEL  (Transients 
and  Others  With  Extra  Loads  — 
ministering  to  transients  and  others  who 
need  temporary  aid),  and  many  others. 

Involved  in  Christian  evangelism  and 
Christian  growth,  he  has  reached  into  the 


Scandinavian  bishop  says  spiritual 
need  is  basic  for  Westerners 


Bishop  Borgen 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

EDITORS  NOTE:  Bishop  Ole  E. 
Borgen,  Stockholm,  Sweden,  is  the 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Scandinavian 
Area  which  covers  one-third  of  Europe. 
He  was  interviewed  by  TM/UMR  at  the 
1976  General  Conference  in  Portland. 

Q.  What  issues  of 
this  General  Con¬ 
ference  are  of 
special  interest  to 
European  United 
Methodists? 

A.  Evangelism 
and  world  hunger 
The  basic  needs  of  J 
the  Western  person  ' 
are  spiritual. 

Without  relinquishing  other  important 
needs,  the  church  must  bring  people  into 
contact  with  the  living  Christ.  The  church 
is  the  one  institution  that  can  do  this.  A 
person  without  meaning  in  his/her  life 
can  have  all  the  food  the  stomach  needs 
and  still  live  an  empty  life. 

Q.  Is  the  church  in  your  area  grow  ing? 

A.  Yes.  in  some  places.  But  I  worry 
more  about  the  spiritual  quality  of  the 
church,  that  we  become  a  community  of 
love  and  fulfill  our  calling  to  be  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  God’s  will.  If  we  are,  we 
need  not  worry  about  membership. 

Q.  What  is  the  membership  in  the 
area? 

A.  We  have  22,000  United  Methodists  in 
240  churches  with  210  pastors.  Legally, 
we  have  between  60.000-70.000  names  on 


the  roll  since  the  state  governments  con¬ 
sider  any  person  baptized  as  a  member. 
But  we  have  only  22,000  full  members. 

Q.  Has  the  church  been  influenced  by 
the  charismtic  movement? 

A.  Yes,  especially  among  our  youth 
who  are  a  spiritual  power  in  our  con¬ 
ferences. 

Q.  Has  this  been  divisive? 

A.  Our  leaders  included  this  movement 
within  the  church  at  the  very  beginning, 
so  we  have  not  had  any  major  problems. 
All  spiritual  movements  create  problems 
because  the  people  tend  to  be  en¬ 
thusiastic.  Yet,  I  had  rather  deal  with  the 
problems  created  by  life  than  with  death. 

Q.  What  are  some  growing  edges  of  the 
church? 

A.  In  mission  engagement.  From  all 
our  conferences  in  Europe  we  sent  over 
$800,000  to  missions  last  year.  Most  of  our 
money  supports  activities  in  Africa  and 
Asia.  And  we  have  21  missionaries  from 
the  area  working  cooperatively  with  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Q.  Any  other  edges? 

A.  There  is  quite  an  expansion  in  social 
work,  especially  in  Norway.  The  church 
has  three  hospitals,  two  nursing  schools 
and  several  homes  for  the  aging. 

We  are  also  pioneering  in  new  con¬ 
cepts;  a  home-environment  school  for 
juvenile  delinquents  and  a  “character¬ 
building”  school  for  handicapped  stu¬ 
dents.  This  school  provides  vocational 
training  to  send  them  back  to  society. 
The  government  so  approves  this  105- 
student  school  which  offers  the 


the  newsmen  who  ask  about  this  never 
had  this  experience.  Some  of  them  are 
downright  cynical  about  it.  I  think  it 
worries  some  of  them.” 

Asked  how  he  would  as  President 
“demonstrate  your  Christian  con¬ 
victions,”  Mr.  Carter  replied: 

“I  would  ask  God  for  guidance  on 
decisions  affecting  our  country,”  Mr. 
Carter  replied,  “and  make  those 
decisions  after  evaluating  the  alter¬ 
natives  as  best  I  could.  I  would  recognize 
that  my  influence  on  others  would  be 
magnified  100  times  over  as  President.” 

The  candidate  said  that  “because  I  am 
a  Christian,  I  feel  my  limitations  more 
intensely.  I  used  to  deny  my  limitations 
and  conceal  them.  Now  I  am  much  easier 
in  my  relations  with  other  people  and 
with  God. 

“This,”  he  continued,  “helps  me  a  lot. 
It  even  helps  me  politically.  When  I  move 
through  a  crowd  shaking  hands  with 
people,  even  in  a  brief  encounter,  I  have 
a  genuine  affection  for  that  person.” 

“Do  you  think  you  will  win  because 
God  is  on  your  side?”  Mr.  Carter  was 
asked.  “I’ve  never  asked  God  to  let  me 
win,”  Mr.  Carter  replied. 

He  said  “people  are  always  telling  me 
that  they  pray  for  me,  and  I  deeply  ap¬ 
preciate  that.” 

Asked  about  organized,  visible 
religious-group  opposition  or  support, 
Mr.  Carter  said,  “It’s  hard  to  identify 
sometimes.  I  really  don’t  know.  I’ve  had 
a  lot  of  support  from  Methodists.” 


trend  was  a  mere  trickle  in  1972,  it  has 
become  the  modus  operandi  for  1976. 

Jurisdictional  delegations  began 
caucusing  as  far  back  as  last  fall  to  select 
“favorite  son”  candidates  for  the 
episcopacy.  (No  “daughters”  have  been 
named  so  far  although  the  Northern  New 
Jersey  Conference  went  on  record  en¬ 
couraging  the  election  of  qualified 
women  and  said  it  would  welcome  an 
elected  woman  as  presiding  bishop.) 

The  General  Conference  installed  a 
new  nominations  procedure  in  the  “Book 
of  Discipline”  in  early  May  which  gives 
annual  conferences  a  chance  to  name 
candidates.  This  could  result  in  a  fresh 
batch  of  names  being  added  to  the  20  or 
so  who  have  already  been  “endorsed"  by 
annual  conference  delegations,  as 
follows : 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction: 

(listed  alphabetically) 

The  Rev.  R.  Jervis  Cooke,  program 
council  director,  Dover,  Del.  (Peninsula 
Conference);  The  Rev.  David  A.  Giles, 
Trinity  Church,  Albany,  N.Y.  (Troy); 
The  Rev.  Richard  W.  Harrington,  dist. 
supt.,  Rochester  (Western  New  York); 
The  Rev.  Glen  Mingledorff,  Central 
Church,  Utica  (Northern  New  York); 
The  Rev.  Paul  E.  Myers,  First  Church, 
Hershey  (Central  Pennsylvania);  The 
Rev.  F.  Rossing  Smith,  dist.  supt., 
Parkersburg  (West  Virginia);  The  Rev. 
C.  Dale  White,  dist.  supt.,  Greenwich, 
R.I.  (Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Southern  New  England). 

North  Central  Jurisdiction 

Dr.  Edsel  A.  Ammons,  professor, 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Evanston  (Northern  Illinois);  The 
Rev.  Edwin  C.  Boulton,  administrative 
assistant  to  the  bishop,  Des  Moines 
(Iowa);  The  Rev.  Earl  Butz,  dist. 
supt.,  Sioux  Falls  district  (North  and 
South  Dakota);  The  Rev.  Emerson  S. 
Colaw,  Hyde  Park  Community  Church, 
Cincinnati  (West  Ohio);  The  Rev. 
Thomas  L.  Cromwell,  dist.  supt., 
Cleveland  (East  Ohio);  The  Rev.  LeRoy 
Hodapp,  program  council  director, 
Bloomington  (South  Indiana);  The  Rev. 
W.  Harold  Loyd,  First  Church,  Decatur, 
Ill.  (Central  and  Southern  Illinois). 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Blake,  Derby,  Kansas, 
pastor  (Kansas  West);  The  Rev.  Monk 
Bryan,  Missouri  Church,  Columbia 
(Missouri  East  and  Missouri  West)  ;  The 
Rev.  James  Edward  Dunlap,  dist.  supt., 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas  (Little  Rock);  The 
Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Hicks,  Trinity  Church, 
Grand  Island  (Nebraska);  Dr.  Charles 
E.  Lutrick,  First  Church,  Midland 
(Northwest  Texas);  The  Rev.  Sidney 
Roberts,  dist.  supt.,  Fort  Worth  (Central 
Texas). 


community  to  show  that  Christians  are 
not  people  who  merely  worship  in  church 
and  then  go  their  secular  ways.  Yet,  no 
one  is  a  firmer  supporter  of  the  local 
church  than  he. 

Ken  and  Cecily  Crossman  have  led 
exciting  days  since  they  let  the  Holy 
Spirit  take  control  of  their  lives.  “It’s 
encouraging  to  know  we  are  not 
‘operating  under  our  own  steam’ 
anymore,”  he  says.  “We  have  put  out 
fleeces,  and  God  has  always  faithfully 
answered. 

“There’s  only  one  gospel,  and  it 
demands  that  we  respond  to  human 
need,"  Ken  Crossman  says.  “Jesus  did 
that.” 

Ms.  Kinder  is  a  free  lance  writer  who  is 
presently  enrolled  in  the  University  of 
the  Americas  in  Puebla,  Puebla,  Mexico. 
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academic-physical  approach  that  it  has 
given  us  a  three-year  grant. 

Q.  You  were  elected  bishop  in  1970  and 
attended  the  1972  General  Conference  in 
Atlanta.  How  do  you  compare  that  one 
with  Portland? 

A.  The  Atlanta  conference  was 
somewhat  iconoclastic,  knocking  down 
structures  and  rebuilding  them.  This 
conference  seems  more  intent  on  per¬ 
fecting  the  structure  and  getting  things 
into  balance. 

Q.  Do  you  have  some  other  ob¬ 
servations? 

A.  I  say  this  humbly  because  I  have 
learned  so  much  from  this  country,  but  I 
think  you  chastize  yourself  too  much. 
When  one  repents.  God  forgives  and  one 
need  not  keep  recalling  those  wrongs. 
Watergate  happened,  but  the  country 
survived,  so  your  system  is  sound.  And 
while  there  are  some  problems  with 
capitalism,  you  should  see  the 
“socialist"  countries  of  Eastern  Europe. 
There  the  capitalists  are  the  party 
bosses 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  word  for  United 
Methodists  in  the  U.S.? 

A.  We  in  Europe  believe  you  need  us 
and  we  need  you  so  our  church  can  in¬ 
deed  be  a  world-wide  United  Methodism. 
We  need  each  other  so  we  will  not 
become  parochial.  And  I  would  say  that 
we  all  need  a  commitment  to  Christ. 
Unless  that  commitment  is  the  driving 
force  of  all  that  we  do.  the  church  will  not 
be  sustained 
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Faul  L.  A/faicr 


The  layperson's  master  historian  again  uses  his 
powerful,  you-are-there  style  to  capture  the 
"impossible  dream"  of  the  FIRST  CHRISTIANS. 
He  recreates  the  world,  the  mood,  the  people 
of  those  critical  and  exciting  early  years.  Enriched 
by  historical  and  archaeological  detail  here  is 
the  story  of  the  first  Pentecost,  the  beginning  of 
Christianity's  great  adventure:  to  bring  all 
peoples  to  Christ.  40  on-the-scene  photographs, 
many  in  full-color.  $6.95 
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Annual  Conference 
Ends  this  week 

Read  this 

Newspaper  for  Details 


te  of  Church”  reported 


on  upward  course 


At  the  opening  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  the  Cabinet  report  on  the 
“State  of  the  Church”  was  given  by  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  G.  McDowell,  chairman  of 
the  cabinet  and  district  superintendent  of 
the  Lafayette  District.  Mr.  McDowell 
pointed  up  significant  progress  in  all 
phases  of  conference  life  and  work,  with 
indications  that  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  the  church  is  alive,  well  and 
growing. 

He  noted  that  evangelism  continues  to 
gain  momentum,  and  in  1973  there  was  a 
net  gain  in  membership  of  1631  members 
over  the  previous  year.  With  the  largest 
confirmation  classes  in  recent  history, 
even  greater  gains  are  anticipated  for 
1976.  Another  new  church  will  come  into 
existence  this  year  (story  to  follow  in  a 
later  edition  of  this  newspaper),  and  the 
new  church  established  last  year,  St. 
Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  in  Man- 
deville  is  growing  and  gaining.  The  Rev. 
Don  McDowell  is  pastor  of  this  new 
congregation. 

In  stewardship,  increased  giving  to 
church  programs  and  projects  and  to 
emergency  relief  were  pointed  out  as 
significant.  Immediate  response  to  the 
needs  of  disaster  victims  in  Guatemala, 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua,  and  to  tornado 
victims  in  the  community  of  Kilboume 
have  exceeded  expectations.  (See  Bishop 
Crutchfield’s  message  in  this  issue.)  The 
establishment  of  the  Disaster  and  Relief 
Program,  headed  by  Hubert  Blanchard 
of  Sulphur,  was  reported  to  have  made 
great  impact  on  stimulating  the 
response. 

Ken  McDowell,  in  his  report,  also  cited 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
Rev.  Ray  Branton,  Director,  and  Mrs. 
Inez  Chrisentery,  Associate  Director,  for 
leadership  in  program  planning  and 
implementation,  for  the  Conferences  on 


Caring,  training  of  church  school  per¬ 
sonnel,  work  with  small  membership 
churches  and  missions  training.  Mr. 
McDowell  noted,  “.  .  .  we  are  further 
challenged  by  the  new  priority  presented 
by  the  Council  .  .  .  ‘Personal  Com¬ 
mitment  to  Jesus  Christ.’  ” 

Total  giving  was  reported  to  have 
increased,  and  significantly  in  the  items 
of  higher  education  in  Louisiana  and  for 
the  training  of  ministers.  The  Ministerial 
Education  Fund,  Dillard  and  Centenary 
received  $35,628  above  that  given  last 
year,  according  to  the  report. 

Especially  highlighted  was  the 
establishment  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  authorized  by 
the  last  (1975)  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  A  Board  of  Trustees  of  36 
members  has  been  approved  by  the 
Conference.  Dr.  Clyde  Clark  assumes  his 
post  as  Director  of  the  Foundation  this 
week. 

Mr.  McDowell  also  pointed  up  the 
growth  of  the  campus  ministry,  in¬ 
stitutional  expansion  and  service,  new 
buildings  and  additions  of  both  churches 
and  institutions,  and  significant  strides 
made  by  United  Methodist  Men  and 
increased  membership  and  giving  of 
United  Methodist  Women. 

The  emphasis  of  the  Bicentennial 
Celebration  in  the  Conference  was 
lauded,  with  Dr.  Leon  Netterville, 
chairman,  and  Mrs.  Jimmie  P.  Owen, 
Sr.,  co-chairman.  (Wednesday  night  was 
Bicentennial  Night  at  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.) 

The  meeting  of  the  International 
Council  of  Bishops,  the  Jones- 
Cadwallader  lectures  given  by  Bishop 
Crutchfield,  and  the  overall  climate  of 
“good  health”  of  churches,  membership 
and  stewardship  helped  to  brighten  an 
already  glowing  report. 


Tom  Matheny  heads  judicial  council 


Tom  Matheny  ( center )  of  Hammond,  a  distinguished  Louisiana  Conference 
layman  and  leader,  was  named  President  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  the  new  Quadrennium.  Shown  with  him  in  this  photograph,  are 
(left)  Dr.  Hoover  Rupert,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  Secretary  of  the  Council;  and  (right) 
Dr.  Truman  Potter,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  Vice-President. 

Women  of  Conference  lead 
busy  lives,  recognize  services 


Mrs.  Nolan  Sr. 
Beadle 


“pins"  Miss  Onesia 


Mrs.  Ola  B.  Fisher  and  Mrs.  Odie  Jones 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Levy  “ pinned ”  by  Mrs. 
Vera  Packer 

United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  and  “women  who  work  in  and 
for  the  church”  make  news  at  every  turn, 
and  this  week  we  highlight  some  of  the 
activity  reported  to  this  newspaper. 

The  UMW  of  St.  Matthew  Church  in 
Algiers  presented  a  special  Lenten 


St.  Mark's  Bazaar  Workers 

service,  celebrating  “.  , .  the  whole 
context  of  Christ’s  Life,  Birth,  Death  and 
Resurrection  ..." 

They  report  a  significant  response. 
Mrs.  Alice  Butler  is  President  of  UMW; 
Mrs.  Lena  B.  Brant  is  Vice  President; 
Mrs.  Ira  Mae  Medice,  Program 


2900  For 
Foundation 

“First  Church,  Pineville,  through 
the  distribution  of  the  Bicentennial 
Medallion,  has  raised  to  date  a  total 
of  $2900  for  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  on  Heritage  Sunday, 
with  a  membership  of  700.  Stone 
Caraway  is  pastor,  and  Roane 
Hathorn  is  a  member  of  the 
Pineville  Church  and  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Foundation.” 

(The  above  message  was 
telephoned  to  The  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  by  an  ec¬ 
static  Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Director  of 
the  Foundation.) 

As  reports  began  to  reach  Dr. 
Clark  from  across  the  state,  several 
other  “success”  stories  were  noted: 
Rayne  Memorial,  New  Orleans  (Dr. 
John  Bayliss,  Pastor)  -  $2,000,  with  a 
membership  of  1,000;  Trinity, 
Ruston  (Dr.  Merlin  Merrill,  Pastor) 
-  $4,000,  and  expecting  “at  least 
$5,000  by  the  next  Sunday”  with  a 
membership  of  1453. 

The  smaller  churches  were  also 
chalking  up  successful 
“celebrations”:  the  Rev.  Brady 
Forman,  Pastor  of  Marksville-Oak 
Grove-Simmesport  Charge,  with 
membership  of  240  -  $728;  The  Rev. 
Ted  Smith,  Bayou  Chicot  Church, 
from  28  members  $75  already,  and 
an  anticipated  $4  per  member  by  the 
next  Sunday! 

This  newspaper  rejoices  with  Dr. 
Clark,  United  Methodists  throughout 
the  Conference,  and  all  who  will 
ultimately  benefit  from  this  rousing 
start! 


At  Onlenan  (iolle«je 


Dr.  John  H.  Allen 
named  first  trustee 
professor  of  sociology 


100  candles 

With  the  publication  of  this  edition  of 
THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST,  June  4,  1976,  we  tally  100 
editions  which  have  come  from  the  Office 
of  the  Area  Provost.  The  first  edition  was 
that  of  July  12,  1974,  and  the  newspaper 
has  been  published  weekly  since  that 
date  from  the  New  Orleans  office,  1114 
American  Bank  Building. 

However,  the  history  of  this  newspaper 
goes  back  far  beyond  the  memory  of 
most  of  us,  when  it  was  published  in 
another  format,  and  from  several  other 
locations.  It  has  always  been  well 
received  in  the  Conference,  and  the  total 
circulation  now  numbers  almost  14,000 
including  local  church  editions. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  LUM  who  have  served 
during  this  quadrennium  include:  Odell 
Simmons,  chairman;  George  Duerson, 
secretary  ;  Leslie  Norris;  Mildred  Evans 
(deceased),  C.  O.  Holland,  and  R.  P.  Lay. 

Honored  By  Jiiyeees 


James  A.  Graham  honored  for  leadership 


The  Rev.  James  Arthur  Graham  is  the 
recipient  of  Shreveport  Jaycees’ 
“Outstanding  Young  Religious  Leader 
Award”  for  1975.  Mr.  Graham,  Director 
of  the  Metropolitan  Ministries  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
was  selected  as  the  first  recipient  of  the 
award  “.  .  .  for  his  outstanding  con¬ 
tributions  to  his  church  and  community.” 


At  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Jaycee 
Award  to  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Graham 
were  (l-r):  John 
Webber;  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham;  William  Mil¬ 
ler,  President  of 
Shreveport  Jay¬ 
cees;  Mike  Singer, 
State  Director;  and 
Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg, 
Shreveport  District 
Superintendent. 


The  award  was  presented  in  May  by 
Mike  Singer,  State  Director  of  the 
Jaycees.  Mr.  Graham  has  been  director 
of  the  Ministries  in  Shreveport  since  1970, 
and  he  serves,  also,  as  pastor  of  the 
Round  Grove  Church.  Active  in  church 
and  community  life,  he  serves  on  a 
number  of  boards  and  agency 
organizations.  He  is  a  former  Jaycee. 

'm 


Resource  Chairman.  Pastor  is  the  Rev 
Russell  L.  Jones. 


UMW  of  First  Church,  Lafayette, 
presented  an  Honorary  Membership  pin 
to  Miss  Onesia  Beadle,  who  recently 
celebrated  her  93rd  birthday.  Miss 
Beadle  is  a  retired  school  teacher,  a  life¬ 
long  Methodist,  and  an  active  member  of 
UMW  and  its  predecessors  for  many 
years. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  Mrs 
J.  A.  Nolan.  Sr.  pinning  the  special  pin  on 
Miss  Beadle. 


by  UMW  of  the  church,  in  recognition  of 
her  many  years  of  service  to  the  church 
and  community.  Mrs.  Levy  was 
spotlighted  during  a  program  of  tribute 
to  the  services  of  all  "senior  citizens"  of 
the  church.  Shown  making  the  presen¬ 
tation  is  Mrs.  Willie  (Vera)  Packer,  local 
church  and  Hammond  district  officer. 


Asbury  Church,  Clinton,  celebrated 
their  annual  “Women’s  Day  Program" 
with  the  theme  “Women  Around  The 
World.”  Guest  speaker  was  Mrs.  Ola  B. 
Fisher.  She  is  shown  in  this  photograph 
with  Mrs.  Odie  Jones,  President  of 
United  Methodist  Women.  Pastor  of 
Asbury  is  the  Rev.  James  A.  Smith. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Levy  of  Slidell,  was 
honored  with  a  special  membership  pin 


Bishop’s  Message 

Annual  Conference  delegates  were  cheered  by  the  news  that  last  year  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  increased  by  a  net  of  1631  members. 
Delegates  were  also  encouraged  when  they  recognized  that  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  led  the  nation  in  giving  to  relief  in  Guatemala.  (Just  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago  a  check  for  more  than  $50,000  was  sent  in  addition  to  help 
previously  sent.)  Also  our  conference  led  the  nation  in  giving  to  the  flood  and 
storm  victims  in  Honduras. 

The  delegates  also  were  excited  about  the  establishment  of  the  new  Foun¬ 
dation  and  the  plans  for  the  new  development  of  one  of  our  oldest  opportunities 
and  responsibilities,  namely,  the  Lafon  Home.  The  work  of  our  four  children’s 
homes  brought  a  splendid  response,  and  the  growth  of  our  hospitals  was  noted. 
An  increase  in  number  of  persons  going  to  summer  camp  was  reported,  and  the 
upswing  in  enrollment  at  both  Centenary  and  Dillard  is  most  encouraging. 
Sensitivity  to  the  opportunities  presented  by  our  community  centers,  and  the 
mission  work  at  Felicity  for  Spanish-speaking  people  and  at  Dulac  for  Native 
Americans  was  well  received. 

The  conference  is  moving  forward  along  all  lines,  and  we  are  gratified  in¬ 
deed.  Let  us  make  the  next  twelve  months  a  period  of  growth  in  all  aspects  of 
work  and  witness. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Dr.  John  H.  Allen 
Centenary  President 
First  T rustee  Professor 
of  Sociology 

Dr.  John  H.  Allen  will  leave  the  post  as 
president  of  Centenary  College,  effective 
August  1,  to  become  the  first  trustee 
professor  of  sociology  at  Centenary. 

The  announcement  that  Dr.  Allen 
would  be  returning  to  teaching  was  made 
jointly  by  George  D.  Nelson,  chairman  of 
Centenary’s  board  of  trustees,  and  Dr. 
Allen. 

In  announcing  Dr.  Allen’s  intention  to 
relinquish  the  presidency  of  the  college. 
Nelson  stated: 

“Over  the  past  several  years  Dr.  John 
H.  Allen  has  mentioned  to  me  his  desire 
to  return  to  teaching  .  .  .  Because  of  his 
strong  interest  in  teaching  and  because 
of  the  fine  job  that  he  has  been  doing  and 
our  desire  not  to  lose  him,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  .  .  . 
has  authorized  the  establishment  of  a 
chair  of  sociology  and  named  Dr.  Allen 
as  the  first  professor  in  this  chair  ef¬ 
fective  August  1,  1976.” 

In  addition  to  his  teaching  duties,  Dr. 
Allen  will  spend  about  one-third  of  his 
time  working  in  the  financial  develop¬ 
ment  area  for  the  college. 

Dr.  Allen  has  been  highly  praised  for 
his  service  to  Centenary,  and  the  local 
Shreveport  news  media  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  impact  he  has  made  on 
the  community,  noting  the  importance  of 
his  love  for  and  desire  to  return  to  the 
classroom. 


Annual  Event  at  Cokesburv 

School  of  Christian  Mission  to  convene 


Mrs.  Cecil  Read 

-  Dean  - -  -  "  ' 

The  1976  School  of  Christian  Mission 
will  convene  July  14  -  18  at  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport.  Mrs.  Cecil  S.  Read, 
of  Farmerville,  is  Dean  of  the  School; 
and  Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  of  Monroe,  is 
Assistant  Dean. 

The  theme  “Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
Lord”  (Mark  1:3)  and  the  theme  hymns 
“Go,  Make  of  All  Disciples”  and 
“Heralds  of  Christ”  are  related  in  an 
integral  way  to  the  major  study  em¬ 
phases  for  1976-1977.  The  Conference 
Committee  on  School  of  Christian 
Mission  believes  that  the  materials  and 
resources  along  with  the  line-up  of 


Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett 
Assistant  Dean 

competent  leaders  for  the  school  are 
timely  and  excellent. 

To  meet  the  needs  of  all  women  in  the 
Conference  there  is  scheduled  the  mid¬ 
week  and  weekend  sessions.  District 
presidents  of  United  Methodist  Women 
have  released  the  schedule  of  the  schools 
so  that  plans  for  attendance  can  be  made 
early.  The  largest  response  in  the  history 
of  the  schools  is  expected. 

The  courses  for  the  1976  schools  are: 
“The  Gospel  of  Mark,”  “The  Nations  of 
Southern  Africa,”  and  “People  and 
Systems.” 


Musicians  plan  summer  convocation 


The  Fellowship  of  United  Methodist 
Musicians  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  will  be  meeting  in  Oklahoma 
City  on  July  26-29  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  new  methods,  finding  new 
resources  and  materials,  and  in  addition, 
to  establish  fellowship  with  other  church 
musicians,  and  to  engage  in  programs  of 
inspiration.  The  clinic  begins  at  noon 
Monday  and  will  continue  through  noon 
Thursday  on  the  campus  of  Oklahoma 
City  University.  Headlining  the  im¬ 
portant  event  are  three  distinguished 
leaders  of  music.  Choral  and  vocal  helps, 
repertoire,  methods,  and  choir 

West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  is  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 


organization  for  all  ages,  including 
emphasis  on  recruitment  and  main¬ 
tenance,  will  be  led  by  Dr.  Will  K. 
Andress  of  First  Church,  Shreveport. 
Organ  resources  with  exploration  and 
development  of  materials  for  services, 
seasons,  and  rites  of  the  church  and  other 
special  days  will  be  led  by  Dr.  Frederick 
Elder.  The  place  of  music  in  worship  will 
be  presented  by  Mr.  Thom  C.  Jones. 
Musicians  in  churches  of  all  sizes  are 
now  planning  to  attend.  Information  may 
be  obtained  in  the  Conference  office  in 
Shreveport. 


Representatives  of  United  Methodist 
Women  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  will 
be  attending  the  West  Gulf  Regional 
School  of  Christian  Mission,  scheduled 
for  June  14-18  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayet¬ 
teville,  Ark. 

The  focus  of  the  school  will  be  the  work 
of  the  National,  World,  and  Women’s 
Divisions  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  approach  will  deal  with 
members  of  UMW  and  their  respon¬ 


sibilities  in  church  and  society. 

An  outstanding  roster  of  national 
leaders  will  lead  the  study  themes,  and 
wide  participation  is  expected.  Themes 
are:  The  Gospel  of  Mark;  People  and 
Systems;  The  Nations  of  Southern 
Africa:  Dilemma  for  Christians. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Starkweather  of  Clay 
Center,  Kansas,  will  serve  as  Dean  of  the 
regional  school. 


St.  Mark’s  UMW,  Monroe  recently 
sponsored  a  successful  bazaar,  which 
they  “hope  to  make  an  annual  event.  "  All 
groups  of  the  church  worked  in  setting  up 
the  booths  and  planning  the  events.  Some 
of  the  workers  are  shown  here. 


l_q  3 


Iowa  Church  recently  honored  Mrs. 
Lula  Pierce  on  her  90th  birthday,  with  a 
party  and  special  gifts.  Still  actively 
engaged  in  church  and  community  work, 
she  is  known  and  loved  by  the  many 
friends  and  church  members  who  helped 
her  to  celebrate  her  90  years.  Rev.  John 
Sayes  (shown  in  the  picture  with  Mrs, 
Pierce)  is  her  pastor. 


Mrs.  Pierce  —  90  years  young! 
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Should  UMC  executives  have  to 
be  member^  of  denomination? 


Should  national  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  be 
prohibited  from  hiring  executives  who 
are  not  members  of  the  denomination? 

General  Conference,  meeting  in 
Portland,  Oregon  last  month,  said  “yes" 
in  answer  to  that  question  and  created 
what  is  probably  the  surprise  con¬ 
troversy  of  the  session  ( see  TM/  UMR, 
May  14  and  May  28). 

The  new  church  policy  states  that  all 
"elected  executives"  employed  by  the 
denomination’s  boards  and  agencies 
must  be  UMC  members.  Although  the 
number  of  positions  which  are  covered 
by  the  legislation  varies  greatly  from 
board  to  board  (depending  on  how  far 
down  the  executive  ladder  the  board 
chooses  to  “elect”  its  staff),  the  policy 
will  affect  a  considerable  number  of 
board  positions. 

While  we  are  in  sympathy  with  what 
we  believe  was  the  intent  erf  persons  who 
introduced  the  legislation,  we  feel  that  in 
its  final  form  the  new  policy  is  ill- 
conceived  and  counter-productive  to  the 
work  of  our  denomination. 

The  issue  the  proposal  apparently 
sought  to  address  was  one  of  faith  and 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  among 
persons  working  for  our  church. 
Unfortunately  the  faith  issue  was  dealt 
with  legislatively  in  terms  of 
denominational  membership.  We  believe 
it  is  dangerous  and  theologically  unsound 
to  equate  Christian  faith  with  any  par¬ 
ticular  denominational  affiliation. 

We  believe  it  makes  good  practical 
sense  for  the  top  officials  of  our  national 

Pentecost  can 
bring  ‘new  life’ 
for  the  entire  year 

One  of  the  true  paradoxes  of  the 
Christian  faith  is  that  Pentecost  —  that 
event  which  gave  birth  to  the  church,  as 
recorded  in  Acts  2  —  has  been  used 
through  the  years  by  many  in  the  body  of 
believers  not  as  a  point  of  Christian  unity 
but  as  a  point  of  divisiveness. 

So  bitter  and  long-standing  have  the 
conflicting  views  on  the  significance  and 
meaning  of  that  holy  event  been,  that 
some  denominations  have  made  their 
emphasis  of  Pentecost  their  most 
distinguishable  feature.  Others,  such  as 
present  day  United  Methodism,  have 
traditionally  said  and  done  little  about 
Pentecost,  leaving  its  celebration  and 
remembrance  largely  to  the  “Pen¬ 
tecostal  churches." 

Today  there  appears  to  be  an 
awakening  among  mainline 
denominations  and  a  rebirth  of  interest  in 
Pentecost  unparalleled  in  recent  church 
history.  Spurred  on  by  those  members  of 
mainline  denominations  who  identify 
themselves  as  “charismatics”,  the 
rebirth  of  interest  is  evident  across  the 
church. 

Dr.  Albert  Outler,  well-known 
Wesleyan  scholar,  has  referred  to  that 
rebirth  of  interest  in  recent  months  as  a 
possible  signal  of  a  “new  Pentecost”  (see 
TM/  UMR,  April  16).  He  sees  that  “new 
Pentecost”  not  primarily  as  a  fresh 
outpouring  of  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
but  as  a  “recovery  of  loving  community" 
within  the  Christian  church  through  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

--As  United  Methodists  across  the  nation 
Worship  together  this  Sunday  in 
celebration  of  Pentecost  we  can  think  of 
no  better  prayer  than  that  such  a 
“recovery  of  loving  community"  begin  to 
take  place  as  seldom  before. 

That  “recovery"  —  through  openness 
to  God’s  spirit  in  our  midst  —  will  provide 
new  life  for  the  church  not  only  at  Pen¬ 
tecost,  but  every  day  of  the  year. 
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church  agencies  to  be  United  Methodists. 
Leaders  who  are  hired  to  relate  to  United 
Methodists  on  behalf  of  our  national 
agencies  need  to  share  the  common 
ground  of  United  Methodist  membership. 
Our  top  level  agency  spokespersons  and 
administrators  are  presently,  and  to  our 
knowledge  have  always  been.  United 
Methodists. 

In  light  of  this  fact,  it  seems  strange 
that  General  Conference  would  find  it 
necessary  to  pass  a  "law”  prohibiting 
something  that  is  not  taking  place.  Such 
an  action  would  be  of  little  consequence 
were  it  not  for  the  following  “side  ef¬ 
fects”; 

•  Because  different  national  agencies 
have  different  policies  about  how  far 
down  the  staff  authority  ladder 
executives  should  be  elected,  the  new 
policy  covers  some  persons  for  whom  we 
believe  UMC  membership  might  be 
desirable,  but  not  essential. 

Under  the  policy,  for  instance,  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  must  fill  39  positions  with 
United  Methodists.  These  positions  in¬ 
clude  those  of  treasurers  and  business 
executives  whose  jobs  require  technical 
skills  and  Christian  commitment,  but  not 
necessarily  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bership. 

While  it  would  be  a  “plus"  if  those 
positions  could  be  filled  by  United 
Methodists,  it  is  unnecessarily  restric¬ 
tive  to  mandate  that  applicants  must  be 
United  Methodists  in  order  to  be  con¬ 
sidered. 

•  Such  a  policy  makes  the  United 
Methodist  Church  appear  to  be  narrowly 
denominational  in  a  time  when  the 
church  publicly  says  it  recognizes  other 
denominations  to  offer  equally  valid 
religious  expressions. 

The  policy,  in  fact,  seems  to  contradict 
another  General  Conference  action 
which  calls  for  mutual  recognition  of 
membership  among  Protestant 
denominations.  It  seems  odd  that  the 
denomination  would  approve  such 
mutual  recognition  of  members  of  other 
churches  and  then  make  an  absolute  rule 
that  no  non-Uni ted  Methodist  can  work  in 
an  executive  position  in  our  church. 

Almost  always,  such  restrictive 
legislation  by  General  Conference 
springs  from  what  has  been  observed  by 
delegates  to  be  abuses  in  the  system  of 
operating  the  church.  The  legislation  in 
question  appears  to  be  “preventative 
medicine"  for  a  problem  that  does  not 
now  exist,  or  else  a  reaction  to  some 
other  problem  it  will  not  solve.  In  either 
case,  our  agencies  have  been  presented 
with  an  unnecessary  restriction  which 
will  raise  questions  among  persons  of 
other  denominations  about  our 
ecumenical  stance. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Pentecost  message 
from  WCC 


Editor’s  Note:  The  following  is  the 
text  of  "Pentecost  1976,"  a  message 
written  by  the  seven  presidents  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  for  Pen¬ 
tecost.  which  is  Sunday. 

When  Our  Lord  told  his  disciples 
about  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  he 
said:  “He  will  glorify  me,  for  he  will 
take  what  is  mine  nd  declare  it  to 
you."  (John  16:14).  The  same  thought 
is  expressed  in  his  words:  “He  will 
bear  witness  tome.”  (John  15:26). 

Now  this  is  precisely  what  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  in 
Jerusalem  when  all  the  apostles  were 
gathered  in  one  place.  They  spoke  in 
different  tongues  about  the  mighty 
works  of  God;  that  is  to  say  they  pro¬ 
claimed  the  great  central  facts  of  the 
history  of  salvation:  the  coming  of 
Christ,  his  life  and  teaching,  his  death 
on  the  Cross,  his  resurrection.  The 
men  and  women  who  heard  and 
believed  this  message  became  a  new 
community  held  together  by  a  com¬ 
mon  faith  and  by  a  new  creative  way 
of  life.  The  Christian  Church  was 
born. 

The  Holy  Spirit  continues  to  work  in 
this  way.  He  makes  Christ  known  to 
those  who  did  not  know  him.  He  sus¬ 
tains  and  renews  the  faith  of  the 
believers.  He  leads  them  back  to  the 
source  of  their  faith.  He  gives  Chris¬ 
tians  courage  and  power  to  witness 
for  Christ.  He  helps  them  to  discover 
in  the  tensions  and  struggles  of  our 


time  what  is  God’s  will  for  his  people. 
He  binds  them  together  in  a  fellowship 
which  transcends  all  human  divisions. 

This  is  also  what  the  Holy  Spirit  did 
to  us  at  the  World  Council  Assembly  in 
Nairobi.  Once  again  we  were  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  central  truths  of 
the  Gospel.  We  were  shown  new  ways 
of  living  in  obedience  to  our  Lord.  And 
thus  we  were  enabled  to  stay  together 
in  spite  of  the  forces  which  can  so 
easily  divide  us. 

When  we  open  our  lives  to  the  Spirit 
we  will  also  be  able  to  make  a  decisive 
contribution  to  humankind’s  great 
struggle  for  survival  and  for  a  world 
of  justice,  freedom  and  peace.  We 
have  been  warned  that  our  world 
must  change  its  values  if  it  is  to  avoid 
catastrophe.  The  Spirit  who  glorifies 
Christ  and  all  that  he  stands  for  will 
send  us  the  true  priorities. 

Let  us  therefore  repeat  the  prayer 
which  was  used  in  the  closing  service 
of  the  Assembly  at  Nairobi: 

Holy  Spirit  of  God 
fill  us  with  confidence 
and  make  us  available; 
teach  us  to  pray 

and  to  hear  the  moanings  of  men; 
help  us  interpret 
the  signs  of  the  times, 
and  prepare  us 
for  th£  Kingdom  of  God 
each  day  and  forever. 

The  Presidents  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches 


My  Witness 

What’s  the  place 
of  emotionalism 


JUNE  4, 1976 


By  ALDEN  MUNSON 

As  an  area  director  for  Lay  Witness 
Missions  I  have  received  scores  of  in¬ 
quiries  about  the  lay-oriented 
evangelism  program  from  churches  in 
my  five-state  area. 

Many  of  these  letters  from  pastors  say, 
in  effect:  “We  have  decided  to  hold  a  Lay 
Witness  Mission  BUT ..." 

1.  “We  don’t  want  any  emotionalism 
that  is  often  associated  with  lay 
evangelism.” 

2.  “We  don’t  want  any  altar  calls." 

As  a  preacher’s  kid  who  used  to  cower 
in  the  front  pews  during  the  old  fashioned 
“fire  and  brimstone”  evangelistic  ser¬ 
vices  of  years  ago,  I  can  understand  what 
these  pastors’  concern  is. 

I  used  to  be  scared  to  death  I  might 
"get  religion”  and  become  a  “bom 
again,”  “spirit  filled”  fanatic  who  drove 
his  friends,  relatives  and  fellow  church 
members  up  the  walls  with  his  new 
elevation  to  certain  salvation  by  being 
“baptized  in  the  spirit.” 

Even  today  those  terms  can  make  me 
shudder. 

But  as  I  matured  in  my  Christian  ex¬ 
perience,  studied  my  Bible  and  read 
books  by  and  about  John  Wesley,  I  came 
to  believe  it  was  the  vocabulary  that 
turned  me  off  more  than  the  substance 
and  context  in  which  the  vocabulary  was 
used. 

For  example,  it  was  John  Wesley’s 
Aldersgate  experience  that  changed  him 
from  a  sophisticated  intellectual  (if  inef¬ 
fectual)  pastor  and  missionary  into  a 


Here  I  Stand 


Witnessing  takes  willingness 


By  DANIEL  A.  TURNER 

Recently,  I  had  the  occasion  to  talk 
with  several  people  about  organizing  a 
public  education  project:  The  Continen¬ 
tal  Walk  for  Disarmament  and  Social 
Justice. 

The  persons  involved  were  mostly 
young,  though  some  were  middle  aged 
and  older.  Some  were  active  in  a 
religious  tradition:  Roman  Catholic, 
United  Methodist,  Quaker,  etc.  Others 
had  long  since  given  up  on  “organized 
religion"  or  had  never  been  part  of  a 
church  fellowship. 

Conversations  turned  to  why  an  in¬ 
terest  in  a  walk  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Washington  D.C.  lasting  9  months  and 
countless  meetings,  rebukes,  accolades, 
etc.  Reasons  given  were:  to  call  attention 
to  the  need  for  a  new  way  of  doing  things ; 
to  work  for  peace;  to  have  a  new  world 
order;  to  insure  a  healthy,  whole  world  in 


the  future;  to  save  humankind  from  its 
own  self-destruction;  because  war  is 
wrong  and  foolish. 

I  asked  myself:  “Where  does  such  a 
sense  of  justice  come  from?”  and  who 
taught  these  people  the  language  of 
peace  and  new  life?"  “Where  did  they 
get  a  vision  of  hope  for  the  future?” 

In  asking  such  questions,  it  began  to 
dawn  on  me  that  God  may  use  both  “us” 
and  “them."  And  that  the  mutual  prob¬ 
ing  of  hope,  reflection  on  the  basis  for  ac¬ 
tion,  seeking  the  “why”  of  working  for 
peace,  may  be  the  occasion  for  "gospel" 
to  happen.  Sharing  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ  may  take  place  anywhere 
and  in  the  strangest  of  company. 

But  what  if  no  Christian  is  willing  or 
able  to  engage  in  the  conversation? 

What  if  no  church  is  willing  to  be  at  the 
occasion  of  sharing  or  willing  to  be  with 
the  “other  kind”  to  engage  in  mutual 


discussion  or  to  invite  the  “other”  in  for 
sharing? 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  the  “peace  walk” 
for  you  or  your  church.  Maybe  it  will  be 
at  a  neighborhood  improvement  meet¬ 
ing,  or  a  P.T.A.  session,  or  a  community 
pot-luck  at  your  church.  The  “occasion 
for  sharing”  or  evangelism  depends  upon 
our  willingness  to  enter  into  conversation 
with  the  “not  yet  convinced,”  the 
“rebellious  ones,"  rather  than  always 
being  with  our  own  kind.  Particularly  as 
we  recall:  “And  they  accused  Him  of 
having  table  fellowship  with  the  tax- 
gatherers  and  the  unclean  ones.  ” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  A.  Turner,  is  pastor  of  University 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 


Readers  debate  decisions  of  conference 


To  the  Editor: 

Why  is  it  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  gets  involved  in  such  issues  as 
the  Panama  Canal?  I  have  always 
thought  the  main  function  of  the  church 
was  to  save  souls,  not  get  involved  in 
political  issues  which  are  clearly  none  of 
its  business. 

The  Panama  Canal  is  a  case  in  point. 
Definitely,  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  in  Portland  is  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  fence.  Why  don’t  they  suggest 
giving  Texas  back  to  Mexico?  What  the 
Canal  did  and  is  doing  for  the  world  and 
the  United  States  is  well  enough  known. 

The  General  Conference  delegates  are 
all  wet. 

’Robert  J.  Dix 
McAllen,  Texas 

Cun  control 
position  was  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  the  May  21  issue  and  am 
furious  with  the  General  Conference 
stand  on  firearms.  Now  I  have  to  write  all 
my  Senators  and  Representatives  again 
and  tell  them  you  do  not  do  my  thinking 
for  me! 

While  you  are  outlawing  handguns, 
why  not  outlaw  automobiles?  More 
people  are  killed  in  cars  every  year  than 
are  killed  by  guns.  Then  what  about 
knives?  We  had  better  outlaw  knives. 
And  while  we  are  at  it,  bathtubs  might 
also  be  included  because  people  die  in 
bathtubs,  in  kitchens,  on  step  ladders, 
etc.,  etc.  I  could  go  on. 

It  isn’t  guns  that  kill  people,  it’s  people 
who  kill  people. 

If  the  church  would  work  harder  on  the 
soul  of  man,  it  wouldn't  have  to  meddle  in 
state  affairs. 

My  neighbor  just  attended  the  annual 
conference  in  Colorado,  and  she  said, 
"Never  again.”  The  church  is  getting  so 
petty;  conference  committees  spend  15 
minutes  deciding  whether  to  add  an  “s” 
to  a  word  or  not.  What  is  the  matter  with 
you  people?  Let’s  get  God  back  into  our 
churches  and  the  heart  of  man.  No 
wonder  the  church  is  losing  membership. 
My  husband  and  I  are  ready  to  quit  any 

l'me'  Mrs.  Jack  Gray 

Saguache,  Colorado 
Homosexuality  n<»t 
most  im portant 
To  the  Editor: 

I  recently  received  the  May  14  issue. 
The  headline  on  the  lead  article. 
"Homosexuality  stance  unchanged.” 
that  greeted  me  when  I  opened  up  the 
paper  left  me  very  upset  and  confused 
To  think  that  after  almost  two  weeks  of 
meetings  at  the  General  Conference  in 
Portland.  Oregon  you  felt  that  the  most 
important  thing  to  come  out  of  these 


THE  &I5LE  TEASES 
THAT  WE  SHOULD 
LOVE  OTHERS 
AS  THEY  ARE 


I'M  COMMITTING 
MYSELF  TO  SHOW 
LOVE  AND 
COMPASSION 
FOR  EVERYBODY 


EXCEPT  THAT 
STUPID  BUNCH  OF 
NUMB4KDLLS 
I  WORK  WITH 


how  to  live  together  in  harmony. 

The  General  Conference  action  on 
abortion  again  lowered  the  value  of  life 
another  notch  on  the  society’s  scale  of 
values.  I  fear  this  was  another  visionary 
allusion  of  man  and  not  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  Creator  of  life  on  this  earth. 
Our  freedom  will  continue  to  be  eroded 
away  as  the  church  leadership  promotes 
separation  of  the  people  from  what  God 
wills.  All  life  is  of  divine  origin  and  man 
shall  not  kill.  T  _  .  A1  . 

J.  Fred  Alvis 
Dallas,  Texas 


'Take  a  poll ' 


meetings  was  the  United  Methodist 
Church  stand  on  homosexuality. 

I  am  assuming  and  praying  that  mak¬ 
ing  this  story  on  homosexuality  the 
number  one  story  was  the  doing  of  you 
and  your  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  and  did  not  represent  the 
opinion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  believe  the  United  Methodist  Church 
should  stop  trying  to  increase  in  numbers 
by  accepting  everyone  who  comes  along. 
When  a  person  comes  into  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  they  should  be  willing 
to  change  their  way  of  living  if  it  differs 
from  the  beliefs  of  the  United  Methodist 
C*lurc*1-  William  C.  Pfisterer 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

Decision  a/iprerinleil 

To  the  Editor : 

Regarding  the  stance  of  the  General 
Conference  in  reference  to  homosexual¬ 
ity,  please  extend  my  thanks  to  those  that 
made  this  decision.  It  was  exactly  cor¬ 
rect  as  reported. 

Gilbert  A.  Buvens 
Lordsburg,  New  Mexico 
H om  osexualilY  sin n re 
tragic  slc/t 
To  the  Editor: 

The  refusal  of  the  General  Conference 
to  “welcome  afl'  persons  regardless  of 
sexual  orientation  into  the  fellowship  and 
membership  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church"  is  tragic. 

I  am  sure  that  every  delegate  at  the 
Portland.  Conference  knew  that  six 
million  Jews  were  killed  between  1937 
and  1945  in  the  concentration  camps  of 
Babi  Yar.  Auschwitz,  Buchenwald  .  .  . 
Yet,  how  many  knew  that  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  million  homosexuals  also 
died  in  those  same  ovens  because  of 
prejudice? 

The  Jews  of  Europe  in  the  1940’s  had  to 
hide  or  perish.  Today,  the  homosexuals 
in  America  must  hide  their  own  identity 


to  avoid  losing  their  jobs,  being  beaten  up 
on  the  streets,  and  rejected  by  family, 
friends  and  church. 

King  Christian  X  saved  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  Jews  in  Denmark  by  wear¬ 
ing  a  yellow  Star  of  David  as  a  sign  of 
fellowship  with  the  persecuted  minority. 
But  while  this  brave  stand  was  being 
made,  Denmark’s  homosexuals  were 
systematically  hunted  down  and  sent  to 
their  death.  No  kings,  presidents  or 
prominent  citizens  wore  the  pink  triangle 
which  homosexuals  were  forced  to  wear 
in  the  death  camps  of  Europe. 

It  takes  a  great  deal  of  courage  to  pre¬ 
vent  discrimination  against  unpopular 
groups  of  people.  It’s  easier  to  find 
reasons  to  justify  the  discrimination. 
Only  extraordinary  strength  will  reverse 
the  hatred  toward  homosexuals  which 
actions  like  the  Portland  Conference 
votes  encourage.  Is  there  a  Methodist 
bishop  who  will  appear  in  public  wearing 
the  pink  triangle  in  their  pulpits?  And 
what  about  you  and  I? 

No,  I  suspect  most  will  wear  “Have  a 
Good  Day”  button.  They’re  safe.  No  one 
will  get  the  wrong  impression.  And 
someday  we  will  look  back  with  great 
sadness. 

Don  Luce 

New  York,  New  York 
Abortion  position 
loitered  life  value 

To  the  Editor: 

A  democracy  and  its  freedom  are 
founded  in  Christianity  which  provides 
the  harmony  necessary  to  sustain  a  free 
earthly  society.  The  people  of  the  society 
enjoy  this  freedom  of  thought,  ways  and 
actions  so  long  as  their  integrity  and 
morality  are  based  on  allegiance  to  their 
Creator,  God.  Without  integrity  and 
morality,  hate  and  anger  prevail  and  a 
democracy  becomes  authoritarian, 
based  on  laws  and  procedures  of  man’s 
ideologies  from  visionary  theories  on 


To  the  Editor: 

The  1976  “consensus”  General  Con¬ 
ference  suggests  that  when  Jesus  was 
asked,  “and  who  is  my  neighbor?”  He 
might  better  have  replied,  “Let’s  take  a 
poll  of  the  people.  The  grass  roots 
knows.” 

Edward  L.  Peet 

San  Francisco,  California 


Alden  Munson 
towering  flame  of  evangelism  that 
literally  changed  the  world  in  which  he 
lived  and  gave  birth  to  the  largest  Pro¬ 
testant  church  in  the  world  today. 

In  John  Wesley’s  own  words,  “It 
changed  my  theme  and  mission  from 
passion  to  compassion.” 

Webster  defines  compassion  as  “sor¬ 
row  for  the  sufferings  of  another,  with 
the  urge  to  help;  pity;  deep  sympathy." 

I  read  that  to  mean  that  John  Wesley 
changed  his  message  from  passionate 
oratory  to  a  deep  concern  for  his  fellow 
men. 

Question:  Is  there  any  way  anyone  can 
express  deep  concern  for  his  fellow  man 
without  emotion? 

Is  there  any  way  we  can  feel  deeply 
about  ANYTHING  without  it  involving 
our  emotions? 

Is  there  any  way  John  Wesley  could  ex¬ 
press  compassion  for  his  fellow  men  and 
women  UNEMOTIONALLY? 

No  way! 

Whether  lay  or  pastor  .  .  .  with  pas¬ 
sion,  yes;  with  compassion,  its  just  not 
possible. 

I’ve  decided,  too,  that  my  hangup  with 
altar  calls  must  be  a  hangup  with  terms, 
not  meaning. 

Where  did  I  go  to  get  baptized? 

Where  did  I  go  to  join  the  church? 

Where  did  I  go  to  get  married? 

Where  do  I  go  to  partake  of  the  highest 
sacrament  (Communion)  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church? 

Why,  then,  should  I  get  all  tangled  up 
about  going  to  the  altar  to  make  the  most 
important  commitment  of  my  Christian 
life? 

I  think  I  grew  most  in  my  Christian 
walk  when  I  overcame  my  hangups,  went 
to  the  altar,  got  on  my  knees  and  said, 
“Lord,  I  have  a  problem,  will  YOU  help 
me?” 

If  you  think  that  was  easy  for  a  bull¬ 
headed  Norwegian  who  took  a  lot  of  pride 
in  his  unemotional  self-sufficiency  as  a 
“good”  church  member,  you’re  mis¬ 
taken. 

But  it  has  proven  to  be  the  most 
rewarding  “move”  of  my  life. 

I  don’t  go  into  this  much  detail  when  I 
respond  to  the  inquiries  about  Lay 
Witness  Missions  from  those  pastors  who 
don’t  want  emotionalism  or  altar  calls  in 
their  churches. 

I  try  to  explain  that  we  laymen  are 
pretty  stupid  theologically  and  can  only 
relate  and  share  how  special  it  is  for  us  to 
have  God’s  love  in  our  lives  and,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  we  think  the  commit¬ 
ment  we  made  at  the  altar  was  where 
God  met  our  needs. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  sahre 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life 
with  others. 

This  week's  contributor,  Alden  Mun¬ 
son.  is  editor  of  "The  United  Methodist,  ” 
Northwest  Area  publication  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with  offices  in  Por¬ 
tland,  Oregon. 

Welcome  new  readers 
in  San  Marcos,  Texas 
and  Oklahoma  City 

With  this  issue,  two  additional 
congregations  begin  TM/  UMR  local 
church  editions,  whereby  local  church 
news  is  combined  with  annual  conference 
news  and  mailed  to  every  member 
family. 

The  new  editions  and  their  weekly 
circulations  are:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  San  Marcos,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Conference),  550;  and  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Conference), 
600. 

To  our  new  readers  in  San  Marcos  and 
Oklahoma  City  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  TM/  UMR  edition 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  our 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


tbr 


How  do  you  select 
memorial  gifts? 

Chances  are  that  your  church  has  a  memorial  gift  fund,  or 
perhaps,  has  members  who  would  like  to  give  individual 
remembrances  to  the  church. 

But  where  do  you  go  for  help  in  selecting  just  the 
right  gift ? 

Cokesbury  understands  the  importance  of  selecting  the  most 
appropriate  memorial  gift  Our  gift  selection,  available  in  a  wide 
range  of  prices,  includes  altarware.  paraments.  handbells,  flags, 
and  more. 

If  you’re  interested.  Cokesbury  can  help  you  select  an  appropriate 
memorial  gift.  We  invite  you  to  contact  a  Regional  Service  Center 
for  personal  assistance,  or  you  may  request  a  Church  and  Church 
School  Supplies  catalog  which  describes  items  suitable  for 
memorials. 

So  mail  the  coupon  today,  and  then  contact  your  Regional  Service 
Center.  We’ll  be  glad  to  help! 

Please  send  me  a  FREE  copy  of  your  latest  Church  and  Church 
School  Supplies  catalog 


Address  _ 
City - 


_  Zip_ 


Cokesbury 
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‘Priority’  resources  in  demand 

6 Rush ’  reported  for  evangelism  and  church  school  helps 
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Wagons  roll  cast  for  Christian  rally 

MARSHALLTOWN,  Iowa  —  It  looks  as  if  the  time  machine  has  gotten  a  bit  out  of 
whack  but  that’s  the  story  in  the  U.S.  during  the  bicentennial.  Some  1976-style 
outriders  accompany  a  covered  wagon  train  across  the  rolling  countryside  near 
here.  The  Bicentennial  Wagon  Train  Pilgrimage  is  heading  across  the  country  from 
west  to  east  —  turning  that  time  machine  around  —  to  Valley  Forge.  Pa.,  where  it 
will  participate  in  a  Christian  rally  July  4-9  called  “The  Spirit  in  ’76."  sponsored  by 
Youth  With  A  Mission.  religious  news  service  photo 

Confirmation  packet 

‘Good  News 9  effort 
denied  official  status 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Resources  for  United  Methodism’s 
freshly  minted  top  priorities  —  attacking 
world  hunger,  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  and  reversing  a 
membership  decline  through  beefed  up 
evangelism/  church  school  programs  — 
are  being  rushed  into  circulation  to  meet 
church-wide  demand,  according  to 
program  agency  staffers. 

Requests  for  more  than  15,000  copies  of 
the  packet  describing  the  evangel- 
ism/church  school  priority  have 
kept  presses  humming  in  Nashville  so 
copies  could  be  delivered  to  annual 
conferences  now  meeting,  reported  Dr. 
Reuben  Job,  head  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  division  of  evangelism, 
worship  and  stewardship,  Nashville. 

On  the  heels  of  General  Conference’s 
go-ahead,  the  picture  appears  rosy  for  all 
three  priorities,  although  somewhat  less 
exuberant  for  two: 

•  ‘‘Stepped-up  numbers  of  requests” 
have  been  reported  in  relation  to  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  priority  at 
National  Division  offices  of  the  Board  of 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

WICHITA.  Kan.  -  United  Methodists  in 
western  Kansas  will  help  farmers  in  the 
African  nation  of  Niger  salvage  800  acres 
of  desolate  land  and  return  it  to  food 
production  under  a  special  program 
approved  here  last  week  during  the 
annual  session  of  the  denomination’s 
Kansas  West  Conference. 

Known  as  “Tara  Project,”  the  con¬ 
ference  voted  to  spend  about  $300,000 
over  a  three  year  period  for  a  food 
development  project  in  the  Sahel  area  of 
the  starvation-ridden  nation  in  north- 
central  Africa.  As  a  part  of  the  project,  a 
leadership  training  team  from  the 
Kansas  West  Conference  will  visit  Niger 
and  train  local  persons  there. 


By  CLINTON  E.  PARKER 

Have  you  ever  held  a  letter  which  was 
hand  written  by  John  Wesley  himself? 
Did  you  ever  yearn  to  read  a  Wesleyan 
sermon  as  it  was  first  published  and 
distributed  in  England?  If  you  want  to 
fulfill  this  fantasy,  Laurie  Gage  can  help 
you. 

United  Methodist  history  buffs  are 
•  beginning  to  discover  an  unusual 
bookshop  in  Essex,  England  which 
specializes  in  books  about  Methodism. 
Laurie  Gage  is  developing  a  reputation 
'  for  his  extraordinary  finds  of  Wesleyan 
!  material  as  well  as  an  extensive  clien- 
!  tele. 

Where  does  he  make  his  discoveries  of 
!  books  on  Methodism?  It  seems  he  rather 
stumbled  into  them  when  he  first  opened 
his  shop  in  1971.  As  an  active  Methodist 
layman,  he  soon  noticed  Wesleyan 
;  material  appearing  from  time  to  time. 

;  The  word  was  soon  out  that  he  bought  and 
'  sold  Methodist  material. 

Today,  he  has  accumulated  over  2,000 
pieces  on  Methodism  alone,  and  his  role 
;  is  twofold.  First,  he  searches  collections 
;  of  material  for  Methodist  literature. 


Global  Ministries  which  has  respon¬ 
sibility  for  new  church  development  and 
salary  supplement  aspects  of  the  project. 

•  Lack  of  a  “corresponding  rush”  on 
world  hunger  reflects  the  fact  that 
almost  60  annual  conferences  already 
have  task  forces  in  motion,  according  to 
interagency  planners,  (see  related  story 
on  this  page). 

Most  delighted  and  excited  with  the 
“overwhelming”  number  of  requests  for 
publications,  consultations  and  work¬ 
shops  are  persons  working  with  the 
new  evangelism/  church  school  priority 
in  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“We  are  being  swamped  with  letters 
and  calls  from  the  conferences  regarding 
‘Decision  Point:  Church  School’,” 
reported  Dr.  Warren  Hartman  of  the 
church  school  development  department. 
Other  requests  adding  up  to  8,000  pieces 
of  literature  have  come  to  the  depart¬ 
ment,  he  said. 

Evangelism 

The  basic  strategy  for  the  evangelism 
half  of  the  priority  is  to  salvage 
“evangelism”  from  being  treated  as  “the 


The  conference  program  supplements 
a  $1.75  million  dike  and  irrigation  system 
project  being  financed  by  the  Lily 
Foundation,  a  philanthropic  endowment 
foundation. 

According  to  Dr.  Dean  Freudenberger, 
former  United  Methodist  agricultural 
missionary  and  world  hunger  authority 
who  advised  the  conference  in  the 
operation  of  the  project,  the  Sahel  area 
has  the  potential  “to  feed  all  of  Africa,  if 
the  land  is  reclaimed.” 

He  said  the  800  acres  to  be  reclaimed 
by  the  present  project  is  very  similar  to 
the  soil  composition  of  land  in  central 
Kansas.  Some  persons  serving  on  the 
leadership  team  will  be  farmers  from 
that  area  of  the  state. 


Secondly,  he  serves  as  an  agent  for  in¬ 
dividuals  who  want  to  dispose  of  their 
Methodist  collection. 

One  American,  for  example,  waited 
quite  some  time  for  any  hand  written 
letter  signed  by  John  Wesley.  Finally, 
Mr.  Gage  was  contacted  by  an  English 
collector  disposing  of  some  documents. 
Among  them  was  a  brief  letter  to  Sarah 
Wesley  in  1788  signed  by  her  uncle,  John 
Wesley.  The  letter,  according  to  Mr. 
Gage,  is  valued  at  $300.  Other  more 
significant  letters  have  been  sold  for 
thousands  of  dollars. 

Although  Mr.  Gage  caters  to  the  ex¬ 
perts  with  rare  documents,  he  can  also 
help  the  person  who  would  like  a  single 
item.  His  catalogue  contains  dozens  of 
listings  which  begin  as  low  as  50  cents. 
Mr.  Gage  can  be  contacted  at  this  ad¬ 
dress:  100  The  Broadway,  Leigh-On-Sea, 
Essex,  SS  9  1AB,  England. 

Who  knows,  perhaps  one  day  you  could 
be  reading  an  original  letter  written  by 
John  Wesley. 

Mr.  Parker  is  pastor  of  Plymouth 
UMC.  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  has  written 
articles  for  numerous  periodicals. 


frosting  on  the  cake”  and  turn  it  into  a 
staple  in  the  diet  of  every  local  church, 
according  to  planners. 

Called  the  “comprehensive  plan  of 
evangelism,”  this  approach  steers  clear 
of  high  pressure  razzle-dazzle  events  and 
concentrates  on  developing  a  day-to-day 
ministry  in  local  churches. 

Dr.  Job  said  local  pastors  and 
laypersons  told  agency  planners  a  new 
visitation  program  was  needed,  and 
consequently,  this  is  a  major  element  in 
the  new  approach.  But  he  emphasized  it 
is  only  part  of  an  over-all  plan  for  each 
church.  Small  groups,  development  of  a 
United  Methodist  weekly  radio  broad¬ 
cast,  strategies  for  keeping  U.M.s  “on 
the  move”  under  the  continuing  care  of  a 
local  church,  a  special  Covenant  Sunday 
and  Evangelism  week  are  other 
suggested  components. 

Requests  for  interpretation  and 
training  in  districts  and  conferences 
which  have  already  come  in  probably 
mean  the  staff  will  bend  their  efforts  in 
that  direction  for  the  next  two  years,  Dr. 
Job  estimated,  as  well  as  refining  the 
over-all  plan. 

"Decision  Point:  Church  School" 

“As  the  church  school  goe^so  goes  the 
whole  church”  was  heard^  with  fresh 
appreciation  by  the  Genera]  Conference 
and  evidence  indicates  many  annual 
conferences  were  already  convinced. 

Dr.  Hartman  said  annual  conferences 
are  either  updating  their  plans  to  include 
the  church-wide  emphasis  or  just  getting 
started,  but  the  majority  are  doing 
something. 

As  designed  by  the  agency,  “Decision 
Point:  Church  School”  is  a  four-year 
emphasis  for  strengthening  the  UMC 
through  the  church  school.  Every 
element  in  the  plan  is  related  to  one  or 
more  factors  which  research  has  in¬ 
dicated  contribute  to  an  effective  church 
school. 

For  example,  one  suggested  goal  (out 
of  25)  calls  for  pastors  to  teach  in  the 
church  school.  It  was  discovered  in  a 
study  of  excellent  church  schools  that 
pastors  of  growing  church  schools  are 
“nearly  twice  as  likely  to  be  teaching  a 
church  school  class." 

“An  open-ended,  open-sided  frame¬ 
work’’  and  not  a  pre-packaged, 
handed-down  program  is  the  way  Dr. 
Hartman  characterizes  the  quadrennial 
program  which  culminates  in  1980  on  the 
one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Sunday 
school.  He  said  every  annual  conference 
is  adapting  it  on  the  basis  of  its  needs  and 
goals.  One  conference  is  focusing  on 
small  churches,  another  on  the  role  of  the 
pastor  as  teacher-educator,  another  on 
membership  conservation  and  church 
growth. 

World  hunger 

The  church  is  moving  from  a  “crisis” 

Hispanics 
take  giant 
step  ahead 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Tex.  —  United 
Methodism’s  predominantly  Hispanic 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference  ap¬ 
parently  took  a  giant  step  forward  on  the 
road  toward  becoming  self-supporting. 

A  stewardship  enrichment  program  for 
1976  resulted  in  sizeable  budget  increases 
for  43  participating  churches  —  and  a 
simultaneous  capital  funds  campaign 
nearly  doubled  its  goal,  the  conference's 
stewardship  coordinator,  Rev.  Raul 
Quintanilla,  said  here. 

All  111  churches  shared  in  a  total 
response  of  $285,000  for  capital  funds 
over  the  next  three  years,  well  above  a 
goal  of  $150,000.  The  money  is  earmarked 
for  an  equitable  salary  fund  and  for 
pensions. 

In  addition,  local  churches  which 
keyed  into  a  conference-coordinated 
effort  to  beef  up  their  own  programs  and 
budgets  came  up  with  an  average  in¬ 
crease  of  61  percent  over  1975. 

Both  efforts  were  spearheaded  by  the 
Office  of  Finance  and  Field  Service 
(OFFS)  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries'  national  division.  The  Rev. 
Fred  Strathdee,  OFFS  representative, 
worked  with  the  Rio  Grande  conference 
on  a  two-phased  year-long  program 
aimed  at  involving  local  churches  in 
program  planning  and  budget  building. 

The  Rio  Grande  conference  ministers 
to  16,500  persons  through  local  churches 
in  Texas  and  New  Mexico  —  a  majority 
of  the  Spanish-speaking  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  United  States. 

The  stewardship  crusade  was  one  of  a 
long  list  of  goals  mandated  by  the  con¬ 
ference  last  summer,  when  it  declared  its 
intention  to  be  self-supporting  within  10 
years.  The  conference  receives  ap¬ 
proximately  $330,000  annually  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  Strathdee  told  TM/  UMR  that 
crusade  results  “would  indicate  their 
serious  intent"  to  bqcome  self- 
supporting. 

Local  church  budget  increases  ranged 
from  16  percent  to  335  percent,  figures 
show. 

“We  now'  have  the  tools  to  help  our 
churches  plan  their  own  programs  and 
interpret  the  total  church  program,”  Mr. 
Quintanilla  said.  The  momentum  of  this 
crusade  —  which  could  put  the  Rio 
Grande  conference  over  the  one-million- 
dollar  mark  in  total  income  in  1976  — 
could  well  carry  over  in  future  years,  he 
believes.  “We  are  now  seeing  what  we 
can  do  together." 

The  conference  will  ask  the  national 
division  for  continued  support  for  the 
stewardship  effort  in  1977,  he  said. 


response  to  a  “soul  searching”  response 
to  hunger,  said  Doreen  Tilghlman, 
executive  for  the  interagency  taskforce 
on  world  hunger,  New  York,  in 
characterizing  a  different  kind  of 
response  to  this  priority. 

In  answer  to  the  claim  made  by  some 
that  interest  in  hunger  has  “peaked”  she 
maintains  that  a  new  level  of  response  is 
taking  the  shape  of  study,  “more  depth 
awareness  of  issues,”  more  under¬ 
standing  of  the  “root  causes  of  hunger” 
and  new  decisions  about  our  relation  to 
world  hunger. 

“Money  is  not  the  only  indicator  of 
interest,”  Ms.  Tilghman  said.  “The 
emerging  response  will  be  a  much  more 
relevant  conversation  as  well  as  a  dollar 
response.” 

Ethnic  Minority  local  church 

The  strengthening  of  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  will  depend  to  a 
large  degree  upon  the  coordinated  efforts 
of  the  program  agencies:  ministerial 
education  and  recruitment  through  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry; 
local  church  nurture  through  the  Board 
of  Discipleship;  church  extension  and 
development  and  salary  supplements 
through  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  outreach  ministries 
and  special  funding  through  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  and 
National  Division. 

The  Rev.  Joel  Martinez,  head  of  ethnic 
and  language  ministries  in  the  National 
Division,  told  TM/  UMR  the  division  also 
was  receiving  a  stepped-up  number  of 
requests  for  field  visits  and  consultations 
from  annual  conferences  as  well  as 
major  proposals  and  fund  requests.  He 
reported  ethnic  minority  people  are 
waiting  to  see  how  aggressive  annual 
conferences  will  be  in  picking  up  on  this 
priority. 

The  unpredictability  of  income  for  this 
priority  is  a  real  hindrance  to  planning 
for  both  the  agencies  and  the  local 
churches,  he  said.  The  plan  is  to  raise  $2 
million  through  a  new  missional  priority 
benevolence  and  $3.5  million  through  the 
Advance  in  voluntary,  second-mile 
giving. 

Dr.  Joe  Walker,  executive  for  the 
Advance  Committee,  agreed  the  agen¬ 
cies  would  have  some  difficulty  planning. 
“There  is  no  guarantee  we  can  raise  this 
money;  the  Advance  is  totally  optional. 
But  you  can’t  plan  to  build  20  percent  of  a 
church.” 

World  hunger  and  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church  are  two  broadly  designated 
Advance  projects  with  dozens  of 
programs  in  each.  They  are  two  new 
categories  for  the  Advance  increasing 
the  number  to  six:  World,  National, 
UMCOR,  Conference,  Hunger,  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church.  Contributions  to 
the  two  new  categories  will  be  divided  on 
a  percentage  basis  to  the  basic  thrusts  of 
each;  donors  will  not  have  the  option  of 
choosing  one  particular  church  or 
program,  he  said. 


Two  Native  Americans 
named  to  staff  positions 

WASHINGTON, 

D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
Rev.  Thomas  M. 

Fassett,  a  United 
Methodist  minister 
and  a  Seneca  In¬ 
dian,  has  been 
named  associate 
general  secretary 
of  the  Division  of 
Emerging  Social 
Issues  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

He  will  be  the  denomination’s  highest 
ranking  staff  member  from  the  Native 
American  culture. 

The  division  was  created  to  discern 
and  interpret  emerging  social  issues  and 
to  evaluate  alternatives  and  strategies 
for  social  change. 

Mr.  Fassett  has  been  with  the 
American  Indian  Policy  Review  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  U.S.  Congress  since  Sep¬ 
tember  1975,  and  for  the  last  three 
months  was  its  public  information  and 
communications  director.  (See  story  on 
Mr.  Fassett.  TM/UMR,  Mar.  19.) 

The  Rev  Ken¬ 
neth  J.  Deere  of 
Muskogee,  Okla.,  a 
member  of  the 
Creek  Tribe,  is  the 
first  Native 
American  elected 
to  serve  on  the 
United  Methodist 
Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race. 

Mr.  Deere  is  a  Kenneth  Deere 
graduate  of  Oklahoma  City  University 
and  Northeastern  Oklahoma  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  where  he  received  a  degree  in 
psychology  and  sociology.  His  wife, 
Joann,  is  president  of  the  Oklahoma  In¬ 
dian  Missionary  Conference’s  United 
Methodist  Women  unit, 

Conferences  nominate 
candidates  for  bishop 

POULTNEY,  Vt.  —  The  Troy  Annual 
Conference  became  the  first  to  use  the 
new  disciplinary  provision  for  nomi¬ 
nating  episcopal  candidates  at  its  144th 
session  here  in  late  May.  Two  other  con¬ 
ferences  took  similar  actions. 

The  candidacy  of  the  Rev.  David  A. 
Giles,  Albany,  N.Y.  for  the  office  of 
bishop  was  endorsed  by  the  Troy  Confer¬ 
ence,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Mr.  Giles 
had  been  selected  earlier  as  a  candidate 
for  the  episcopacy  by  the  conference’s 
delegates  to  the  forthcoming  juris¬ 
dictional  conference. 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  By  a 
unanimous  vote,  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Program  Curriculum  Com¬ 
mittee  turned  down  a  request  to  approve 
materials  produced  by  an  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus  for  confirmation 
training. 

Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.,  of 
Denver,  and  the  other  28  members  of  the 
committee  turned  down  a  request  by  the 
Forum  for  Scriptural  Christianity, 
popularly  known  as  “Good  News,”  to 


The  New  Hampshire  Conference  of¬ 
ficially  nominated  the  Rev.  C.  Dale  White 
for  the  episcopacy  in  a  similar  action. 

Dr.  Bruce  Blake  was  endorsed  by  the 
Kansas  West  Conference  May  26  as  a 
candidate  for  bishop. 

Seven  bishops  will  be  elected  at  three 
regional  conferences  in  July. 
Evangelical  Missions  Council 
has  exec  secretary 

WILMORE,  Ky. 

—  Rev.  Virgil  E. 

Maybray,  pastor  of 
the  1 ,600  member 
First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Irwin, 

Pa.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  as  full-time 
Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Missions  Virgil  Maybray 
Council  ( EMC ) ,  a  task  force  of  the  “Good 
News"  movement 

The  appointment  was  announced  by 
Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

“Mr.  Maybray  will  work  out  of  the 
Good  News  headquarters  office  here,” 
said  the  Rev.  David  A.  Seamands,  EMC 
task  force  chairman.  “This  will  facilitate 
fulfillment  of  the  original  purpose  of 
EMC,  which  was  to  establish  a  ‘clear 
channel’  whereby  evangelical  United 
Methodists  around  the  world  can  work 
together  in  fulfillment  of  Christ’s  Great 
Commission.” 

Two  women  selected  for 
board  staff  posts 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Two  women 
have  been  named  to  the  staffs  of  United 
Methodist  program  boards  here. 

Doris  M.  Jones,  associate  director  of 
pastoral  counseling  at  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Indianapolis  has  been  named  to 
the  staff  of  the  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
effective  June  15. 

Afrie  Joye,  a  certified  director  of 
Christian  education  and  a  deaconess,  has 
been  named  director  of  educational  min¬ 
istries  with  Asian  and  Native  American 
constituencies  for  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship’s  Division  of  Education. 


Correction 

TM/  UMR’s  report  in  the  May  21 
issue  indicating  that  church  agency 
employees  would  have  to  have  the 
bishop's  permission  to  engage  in 
fund  raising  campaigns  in  an 
episcopal  area  is  not  correct.  The 
proposal  was  defeated  by  the 
General  Conference. 


approve  its  resource  materials. 

In  its  resolution,  the  committee  noted 
that  its  subcommittee  on  confirmation 
resources  had  affirmed  that  “the 
denomination  should  have  only  one  of¬ 
ficially  approved  set  of  confirmation 
resources .’’  It  also  pointed  out  that 
Paragraph  124  of  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  provides  that  confirmation 
instruction  should  be  based  on  official 
United  Methodist  resources. 

In  taking  the  action,  the  committee  did 
not  criticize  the  content  of  the 
evangelical  curriculum,  which  is  entitled 
“We  Believe.”  Instead,  it  said, 
“Recognizing  that  there  are  many  points 
of  view  within  the  denomination  to  which 
we  should  be  open,  we  receive  ‘We 
Believe’  with  appreciation  and  refer  it  to 
the  editors  and  writers  of  our  new 
resources  for  their  study  and  reflection.  ” 

Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of  church 
school  publications,  reported  that  a  new 
set  of  United  Methodist  resources  for 
young  confirmands  is  expected  to  be 
available  next  year.  He  said  the  “Good 
News”  materials  and  others  have  been 
sent  to  the  Rev.  James  Righter  of 
Alexandria,  Va.,  who  is  writing  the  new 
materials. 


Your  World  Service  gifts  help 
the  United  Methodist  Church 


reach  out  to  others 

•  supplying  the  financial  "life; 
blood"  of  our  Christian  ministry  • 
around  the  world. 

•  providing  support  for  the  mis¬ 
sional  agencies  which  extend  i 
your  church's  outreach. 

You  and  your  church  also  receive;* 

World  Service  benefits: 

•  your  minister  may  have  been 
helped  to  attend  theological 
school. 

•  children  benefit  through 
cooperatively  developed  church 
school  materials  and  teacher 
training 

•  the  ministry  of  your  church  has- 
been  strengthened  by  resource- 
persons,  materials  or  training- 
programs  in  evangelism,  i 
stewardship  or  worship. 

World  Service  is  a  two-way  street; 

—  look  at  It  both  ways. 

for  information  concerning 
the  many  directions  your 
World  Service  dollar  takes.  * 

United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  Street 
Evanston,  III.  60201 


Classified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  for  blind  ads 
$1.00  per  Insertion. 

USED  CHURCH  FURNISHINGS:  Oak  pews,  pulpit, 
lectern.  Communion  rail.  713-945-7411,  Ext.  664 
(days).  713-534-3684  (evenings). 

PLANNING  FOR  PRIORITIES  -  Add  a  planning 
function  to  your  church  without  adding  a  staff 
member.  Particularly  good  for  pastors  with  more 
than  one  church.  For  free  literature  write  to:  Self 
Image  Associates.  Box  421.  Homestead.  Pa.  15120. 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist.  Fully-ac¬ 
credited.  Co-educatlonal  two-year.  University- 
parallel.  Dedicated  faculty.  Financial  assistance. 
Maximum  enrollment:  300  students.  Strong 
Development  Program.  Music  Honors  In  Inter- 
national  competition.  Direct  transfer  programs.  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  (Honorary  Society)  chapter  among  top 
ten  In  nation  for  four  consecutive  years.  Cuthberl. 
Georgia  31740.  (912)  732-2171. 

SINGING  RIVER  RANCH.  Secluded  In  Carson 
National  Forest.  A  family  vacation  parudlse.  Special 
rates  for  church  groups.  Write  or  call  Questa.  N.M. 
87556.  (505)  586-0270. 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  —  Christian  education 
position  open.  Seminole  United  Methodist  Church. 
5400  Seminole  Blvd..  Seminole.  Fla.  33542. 

THE  KING'S  LETTER.  Monthly  newsletter.  Every¬ 
thing.  everybody  pertaining  to  Pipe  Organs.  Or- 
ganlsts.  pastors,  music  committees.  Articles  Finding 
Honest  Consultants.  Emergency  Organ  Repairs, 
increasing  Attendance,  etc.  Reverberations  thru 
reader-written  responses.  Write:  King's  Letter. 
Dept.  UMI.  R.F.D.  No.  1.  Wlnsted.  Conn.  06098. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordlnators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours,  Box  660515.  Miami  Springs. 
Fla.  33166. 

Kansas  West  project 
to  aid  Niger  farmers 


ESSEX,  England  —  Laurie  Gage,  at  the  desk,  runs  his  shop  which  caters  to 
Methodism,  most  informally.  High  stacks  of  books  in  the  middle  of  the  store,  waiting 
to  be  sorted  for  Methodist  literature  which  may  be  among  them,  are  not  an  un¬ 
common  sight.  PHOTO  BY  PHOTOVISION 

History  buffs  discover  a 
source  for  Wesley  material 
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New  center 
links  polity, 
theology 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C  (UMC)  -  Two 
phased-out  United  Methodist  programs 
get  much  of  the  credit  for  launching  a 
new  ecumenical  approach  to  tying 
together  theology  public  policy. 

The  Churches’  Center  for  Theology  and 
Public  Policy  became  official  here  May 
19  with  the  selection  of  its  first  board  of 
directors.  The  center  idea  was  first 
endorsed  by  the  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace 
and  the  Self -Development  of  Peoples,  a 
quadrennial  project  which  is  in  its  final 
months  The  proposal  was  brought  to  it 
by  Dr  Paul  Minus,  professor  of  church 
history  at  Methodist  Theological  School 
in  Ohio,  who  is  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  It  grew  out  of  his  discussion  with 
another  theological  Paul,  Dr.  Paul 
Minear,  professor  emeritus  of  Biblical 
theology  at  Yale  University. 

The  final  organization  was  made 
possible  when  funds  were  assured  by  the 
sale  of  Washington  property  owned  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  In  its  final 
report  to  this  spring’s  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Methodist  Corporation,  also 
headed  by  Bishop  Mathews,  recom¬ 
mended  that  nearly  $1  million  of  the 
proceeds  be  invested  and  the  proposed 
center  be  granted  up  to  $50,000  each  of 
the  next  four  years  from  interest  on  the 
trust.  This  gained  General  Conference 
approval. 

Of  the  14  directors  chosen  here,  three 
are  United  Methodists  —  Mathews, 
Minus  and  Dean  J  Philip  Wogaman  of 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  Washing¬ 
ton. 

The  center  is  establishing  its  first  base 
on  the  campus  of  United  Methodism's 
Wesley  Seminary  here.  Serving  tempo 
rarily  as  direector  is  the  Rev.  Edvard 
Glynn,  a  priest  now  serving  also  as 
superior  of  the  Woodstock  Jesuit 
Community  in  Washington. 

The  program  envisions  a  staff  of  three 
persons  who  will  work  with  two  groups  — 
consulting  fellows,  persons  in  the  general 
Washington  area  who  will  meet  regularly 
to  discuss  phases  of  the  center’s  program 
out  of  their  expertise  in  such  fields  as 
theology  and  government,  and  visiting 
fellows,  who  would  be  on  leave  from  their 
normal  pursuits  to  engage  in  research 
projects  related  to  the  center. 

Bishop  Mathews  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  center  could  provide  more 
theological  depth  for  those  doing  lob¬ 
bying  here  and  greater  information  and 
concern  for  the  general  populace. 

Dr.  Minear  pointed  to  the  “huge  chasm 
between  revelation  in  Christ  and  public 
policy  —  or  between  prayers  and  prac¬ 
tice”  and  urged  that  the  churches  can 
influence  policy-making.  However,  he 
asserted,  the  churches  too  often  don’t 
speak,  are  not  heard,  what  they  say  is 
indistinguishable  from  non-church 
voices,  and  need  theological 
strengthening  for  what  they  say. 


"Now 

I  really 

believe 

God 

does 

answer 

my 

prayers" 

"We  do  not  fee  miracles  because  we 
do  not  expect  any.  John  Killinger 
writes.  "That's  why  life  seems  more  like 
a  wilderness  than  paradise  We  have 
chosen  to  experience  the  absence  of 
God  instead  of  His  presence 
But  "when  we  see  the  world  for  what  it 
is.  a  miracle  in  itself  —  a  miracle  filled 
with  miracles  —  prayer  comes  into  its 
own.  We  can  experience  dynamic 
life-changing  power  today  if  we  let  the 
presence  of  God  in  Christ  become  real 
to  us  in  prayer. 

This  faith-building  new  book  will  help 
you  to  be  more  attuned  to  the  things  of 
the  Spirit  .  to  the  silent  whisperings 
of  God  as  He  seeks  to  lead  you  to 
higher  ground. 


#80443 

S5.95 

Order 

from  your 

local 

Baptist 


WORDBOOKS  for  people  on  the  grow 

*(jtut*f  m»Co  UiAi  rev) 


NEW  V  ORK  —  This  editorial  cartoon,  which  zeroes  in  on  the 
sectarian  nature  of  the  civil  war  in  Lebanon,  was  one  of 
several  which  won  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Editorial  Cartooning 
for  Tony  Auth  of  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer.  Both  the  conflicts 
in  Lebanon  and  North  Ireland  are  "erroneously  characterized 


as  religious  wars"  according  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  last  month.  Some  ob¬ 
servers  believe  the  oversimplication  of  the  religious  factor  in 
these  conflicts  has  contributed  to  the  problem.  [See  related 
story  on  this  page].  reltgious  news  service  photo 


Lebanon ,  N.  Ireland  conflicts 


Media  gives  false  view  of  religion 


By  MARTHA  WHYTE 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  The  role  of  religion  in 
the  Lebanese  and  Northern  Ireland 
conflicts  continues  to  be  misrepresented 
by  the  media  for  the  sake  of  simplicity, 
two  leaders  in  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  (NCC)  contend. 

Mr.  J.  Richard  Butler,  director  of  the 
Middle  East  Office,  said  in  a  prepared 
statement  to  the  NCC,  that  the  United 
States  and  world  press  have  stressed  the 
religious  factor  in  terming  the  Lebanese 
conflict  as  a  struggle  between  Christians 
and  Moslems. 

“This  is  an  oversimplification  that  not 
only  diverts  attention  from  more  basic 
issues,"  Mr.  Butler  said,  “but  may  in 
itself  help  to  create  or  deepen  religious 
polarity.” 

He  said  three  issues  are  the  basis  of  the 
Lebanese  disruption:  the  need  for 
revision  of  present  political  division  of 
power  sharing,  the  need  for  more 
equitable  sharing  of  economic  benefits 
and  the  Palestinian  presence  and 
Lebanon’s  role  in  the  Middle  East  con¬ 
flict. 

In  each  of  these  conflicts,  the  press  has 
distinguished  a  Christian  and  a  Moslem 
side  and  this  is  fallacious,  he  said. 

“For  example,  take  the  question  of 
political  power  sharing,"  Mr.  Butler 
said.  “The  Falange  Party,  the  majority 
of  whose  membership  is  Maronite 
Catholic,  has  opposed  revision  of  the 
political  arrangement  of  1943  which  gave 
them  a  predominance  of  power. 

“On  the  other  hand,  other  political 
groups  composed  of  Christians  of  the 
Orthodox  Church  of  Antioch,  the  Greek 
Catholic  or  Melkite  Church  and  the 
Armenian  Orthodox  Church  have 
favored  a  revision  of  the  political  sharing 
system,”  Mr.  Butler  said. 


He  suggests  that  instead  of  applying  an 
all-inclusive  religious  label  to  the  op¬ 
posing  parties,  using  specific  political 
terminology  would  be  better. 

“Greater  emphasis  on  the  economic 
and  political  aspects  of  the  dispute  will 
also  place  the  so  called  religious  problem 
in  proper  perspective,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  David  J.  Bowman  of  the  NCC 
Ireland  program  cited  a  similar  problem 
of  terminology  in  the  Northern  Ireland 
battle.  He  said  Americans  are  wrong  in 
comparing  "Protestants”  and  “Catho¬ 
lics”  of  Ireland  to  the  similar  American 
religions. 

“To  be  a  Catholic  or  a  Protestant  in 
Northern  Ireland,”  Mr.  Bowman  said, 
“is  to  be  baptized  into  an  entire  ‘tribal’ 
way  of  life.  In  Northern  Ireland  color  is 
not  the  factor;  history  is.” 

He  said  that  religion  is  a  factor  in  the 
conflict  but  not  the  principal  issue.  He 
suggested  referring  to  the  two  ‘tribes’  as 
the  minority  and  majority. 


“Both  ‘tribes’  include  rich  and  poor 
people,  urban  and  farm  people,  hard  line 
and  reconciling  people,”  he  said. 
“Neither  belongs  exclusively  to  one 
political  ideology  and  many  in  each  tribe 
would  reject  any  real  church  con¬ 
nection.” 

He  referred  to  the  Protestants  as  the 
majority  group  in  Northern  Ireland  who 
have  dominated  the  political  scene  in  six 
counties  since  1920.  Their  extreme 
elements,  he  said,  are  now  defying  the 
United  Kingdom  as  they  refuse  to  accept 
the  British  wish  for  some  kind  of 
"devolved  partnership  at  the  executive 
level.” 

“The  other  ‘tribe’  accepts  its  own 
version  of  the  history  of  N.  Ireland,”  he 
said,  “As  a  one-third  minority,  it  has 
been  too  large  to  be  placated  by  civil 
rights  tokens,  but  too  small  to  achieve 
political  power  at  the  top  level  without 
British  insistence.” 


Churches  join  FCC  petition 
for  6 community  service ’  time 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  communications 
agencies  and  79  individual  church 
communicators  joined  in  petitioning  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
(FCC)  to  require  that  all  television 
stations  provide  program  time  to  non¬ 
profit  community  organizations  to  serve 
the  public  interest. 

The  petition,  filed  for  rulemaking  with 
the  FCC,  urged  that  a  new  type  of 
program,  called  “Community  Service,” 
be  added  to  program  definitions  for 
commercial  television  stations. 


Removal  of  temptation  called 
safeguard  against  pilfered  funds 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  “Lead  us  not  into 
temptation,”  Christians  pray,  but  a  few 
find  financial  temptation  in  their  own 
congregations. 

Though  embezzlements  are  uncommon 
and  not  openly  discussed,  never  a  year 
goes  b>  without  incidents  of  pilfered 
funds  coming  to  light  in  United  Methodist 
local  churches,  said  John  L.  Espie.  Mr. 
Espie  heads  the  department  of  legal 
services  and  insurance  for  the  church’s 
chief  financial  agency.  He  said  there  has 
not  been  any  effort  to  gather  statistics  on 
the  number  of  such  incidents  or  the 
amounts  involved.  "But  it  happens  often 
enough  for  there  to  be  reason  for  con¬ 
cern." 

Mr.  Espie  said  the  two  most  potentially 
dangerous  situations  churches  should 
guard  against  are  when  (1)  one  person  is 
responsible  for  several  functions,  such  as 
counting  money,  making  deposits  and 
writing  checks,  and/  or  (2)  when  the 
same  person  is  treasurer  for  several 
different  organizations  with  transfer  of 
funds  between  accounts  in  the  same  bank 
or  between  accounts  in  different  banks. 

"The  church  shouldn’t  put  these 
temptations  in  front  of  people,"  he  told 
TM/  UMR  "At  the  same  time  the 
church  can’t  allow  people  to  get  away 
with  it  once  a  problem  develops.  Usually 
the  situations  are  handled  quietly  with 
the  person  making  restitution  of  the 
missing  funds." 

There  are  some  basic  rules  which 
every  church  should  follow,  he  said. 

•  Never  leave  money  lying  around. 

•  Money  should  never  be  taken  home ; 
it  should  be  counted  by  two  persons  at  the 
church  and  either  put  in  a  church  safe 
overnight  or  deposited  at  a  drive-in  bank 
deposit  box. 

•  Two  signatures  for  payment  of  all 
bills. 

•  An  annual  audit  of  ever>’ 
organization  of  the  church  with  the 
report  made  at  the  charge  conference,  as 
required  by  the  "Discipline.” 

•  Fidelity  bonding 

A  general  rule  is  that  the  more  people 
n  the  church  who  know  about  the 
church’s  finances  the  better,  he  said. 


In  addition  to  the  "Discipline”  there  is 
a  manual  for  the  finance  committee  and 
a  new  publication  called  "Opportunities 
in  Stewardship”  for  helping  local 
churches  and  agencies  develop  sound 
financial  practices.  Mr.  Espie  and  the 
Rev.  Tom  Rieke,  chairman  of 
stewardship  for  the  West  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference,  developed  the  new  booklet  which 
is  available  from  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203. 

Arthur  G.  Midboe,  who  has  in¬ 
vestigated  embezzlement  cases  for  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  suggests 
that  “the  best  insurance  is  the  removal  of 
temptation.” 

Mr.  Midboe  says  most  embezzlers  are 
"pretty  stable  people”  who  are  unex¬ 
pectedly  unable  to  cope  with  sudden 
business,  personal,  medical  or  other 
problems. 

iVeic  editor  to 
head‘]\ewscope  ’ 

PARK  RIDGE,  Ill.  -  Charles 
Hightower  III  will  become  the  new  editor 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  weekly 
newsletter,  “Newscope.”  on  September 
1,  1976.  The  announcement  was  made 
here  by  Dr.  Roger  Burgess,  editorial 
director. 

Mr.  John  Lovelace,  editor  since  the 
newsletter  was  created  in  April  1973,  will 
resign  in  August  to  accept  a  position  as 
assistant  professor  of  journalism  at 
Oklahoma  Baptist  University,  Shawnee, 
Okla. 

Mr.  Hightower  has  been  associate 
editor  since  January  1975.  "He  is  an 
outstanding  reporter  with  a  distinguished 
record  as  a  newspaper  journalist  and  is 
well  qualified.”  Dr.  Burgess  said. 

No  new  associate  editor  will  be  named, 
according  to  Dr.  Burgess.  Those  duties 
are  to  be  absorbed  by  other  staff  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
which  produces  the  newsletter. 

Dr.  Burgess  said  that  under  Mr. 
Lovelace’s  direction  the  newsletter  has 
grown  to  its  largest  circulation  in  three 
years  among  United  Methodist  leaders 
with  "8.500  paid  subscribers." 


It  asked  for  specific  changes  in  forms 
the  FCC  requires  each  station  to  file  that 
provide  information  on  the  types  of 
programming  it  has  scheduled  and  aired. 

In  requesting  an  accompanying  policy 
statement  by  the  FCC,  the  petitioners 
called  on  the  federal  agency  to  un¬ 
derscore  the  requirement  that  stations 
provide  time  for  non-profit  community 
organizations  as  part  of  the  station’s 
obligation  to  serve  the  public  interest, 
convenience  and  necessity. 

The  petitioners’  action  was  announced 
in  New  York  by  the  Communications 
Commission  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  which  represents  some  30 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  churches  in  the 
U.  S.  The  commission  has  been  actively 
working  for  increased  citizen  par¬ 
ticipation  in  broadcasting. 

Joining  the  NCC  commission  in  filing 
the  petition  and  asking  for  a  FCC  policy 
statement  were:  the  Communication 
Committee  of  the  U.  S.  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference;  the  Office  of  Communciation  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ;  UNDA- 
USA.  an  organization  of  Catholic 
broadcasters,  and  79  individual  com¬ 
municators. 

Fiscal  agency 
elects  officers , 

adjusts  staff 

PORTLAND  (UMC)  -  Bishop  H.  Ellis 
Finger  Jr.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  fiscal  agency. 

Bishop  Finger’s  selection  came  here 
last  month  as  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
organized  for  the  1977-80  quadrennium. 
Other  officers  named  were  Bishop  Paul 
W.  Milhouse,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  vice- 
president.  and  Ellen  Hanna,  Little  York, 
Ill.,  secretary. 

The  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  Evan¬ 
ston,  Ill.,  assumed  his  duties  as  general 
secretary  of  GCFA  succeeding  R.  Bryan 
Brawner  who  retired  as  of  the  end  of 
General  Conference. 

Elected  associate  general  secretaries 
were  the  Rev.  John  F.  Norwood, 
Evanston,  Ill.,  a  CFA  executive  staff 
member  since  1973,  and  Beverley  Berry, 
New  York,  treasurer  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Mr.  Norwood’s  election  is 
effective  June  1,  Ms.  Berry’s  Sep¬ 
tember  1. 

Joining  the  staff  Jan.  1,  1977,  as 
executive  associate  for  administration 
will  be  the  Rev.  DeWayne  S.  Woodring. 
Canton.  Ohio,  administrative  assistant  to 
Bishop  Francis  E.  Kearns.  Mr.  Woodring 
also  will  serve  as  business  manager  of 
the  General  Conference  and  earlier  was 
named  director  of  facilities  for  the 
quadrennial  meeting. 

Retiring  from  the  staff  May  30  will  be 
the  Rev.  Norman  L.  Conard,  an  associate 
general  secretary. 


Little  agreement  found 


on  in  ternational  mission 


LINCOLN  CITY,  Ore.  (UMC).  — 
Despite  three  days  of  intensive 
discussions  and  occasional  debate, 
participants  in  an  international  mission 
consultation  here  last  month  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  overseas 
mission  agency  declined  to  issue  any 
recommendations  for  consideration  by 
their  respective  churches. 

Major  differences  of  opinion  were 
expressed  on  the  issues  of  autonomy, 
money  and  missionary  personnel. 

The  86  participants  invited  to  the 
meeting  came  from  Central  (overseas) 
Conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  autonomous  Methodist  chur¬ 
ches,  and  affiliated,  united  churches 
overseas.  They  represented  the  five 
regions  of  the  world  —  Africa,  Asia,  Latin 
America,  Europe  and  North  America. 

Among  major  speakers  was  Bishop 
Emilio  de  Carvalho  who  heads  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Angola.  Insisting  he 
was  not  condemning  mission,  but 
challenging  traditional  concepts,  the 
bishop  questioned  actions  of  missionaries 
who  fled  former  Portuguese  colonies 
(such  as  Mozambique  and  Angola) 
during  wars  for  independence,  or  when 
socialist  governments  gained  power  in 
the  new  African  nations. 

He  said  missionaries  and  their  spon¬ 
soring  churches  “tolerated  an  oppressive 
colonial  regime  for  years,  but  cannot 
tolerate  independent  Africa,  so  many 
missionaries  now  leave,  finding  the  new 
government  ‘intolerable.’  Should  the 
church  survive  only  in  capitalistic 
nations?  The  Bible  is  very  socialistic  . . . 
you  can’t  isolate  the  church  from  the 
struggle  for  liberation.” 

The  subject  of  liberation  was  an  un¬ 
derlying  theme  of  all  speakers.  Included 
were  Dr.  Sylvia  Talbot  of  Guiana,  Dr. 
Roy  Sano  of  Berkeley,  Calif.,  and  Dr.  Oh 
Jae-Shik  of  the  Christian  Conference  of 
Asia. 

Dr.  Talbot  told  the  gathering  the 
political  ideologies  of  socialism  and 
capitalism  “will  increasingly  be  debated 


in  the  coming  months.”  She  said  values 
“must  be  formulated  by  people  in  their 
wn  context  and  understanding  of  God.” 

She  said  the  church  had  been  debating 
the  issue  of  violence  and  its  role  in 
decolonization  for  too  long.  She  noted  the 
ambiguity  that  "we  would  like  to  effect 
radical  change . . .  but  the  problem  is  that 
we  want  to  do  it  while  remaining  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  ladies.” 

Bishop  de  Carvalho  said  Christian 
mission  is  “very  relevant  to  the  new 
Africa  as  long  as  it  does  not  remain 
foreign.”  He  called  for  inclusion  of 
persons  from  other  countries  on  the  staff 
of  World  Division,  which  coordinates  the 
work  of  some  800  missionaries  in  about  80 
countries. 

Dr.  Sano,  also  emphasizing  liberation 
as  a  priority  for  Christian  mission,  af¬ 
firmed  the  concept  of  liberation  theology, 
saying  “liberation  is  a  condition  for 
reconciliation.”  Speaking  from  the 
perspective  of  an  ethnic  minority  in  the 
U.  S.,  the  Japanese-American  said 
racism,  sexism  and  classism  in 
American  society  are  all  forms  of 
colonialism  and  a  cultural  imperialism  in 
which  the  “colorful”  (ethnic  minorities) 
are  put  through  a  "bleaching”  process  by 
the  “colorless"  (whites). 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  a  past  president  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  ad¬ 
dressing  the  consultation  on  behalf  of 
ethnic  groups  who  live  in  the  U.  S.,  said 
that  “we  do  not  have  the  financial 
resources  to  help  you,  but  we  do  have 
human  resources  to  offer  you.” 

Concerning  autonomy,  some  Central 
Conference  participants  expressed 
disappointment  that  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  (April  27-May  8)  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  had  not  provided  a  process  whereby 
Central  Conference  churches  could  gain 
autonomy  without  waiting  for  final  action 
by  General  Conference,  which  only 
convenes  quadrennially.  Other  par¬ 
ticipants  disagreed,  claiming  such  a  law 
would  "push”  them  into  autonomy. 


S.  Africa  Methodists  not 


multi-racial, 

CAPETOWN  (RNS)  —  An  editorial  in 
the  official  journal  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  South  Africa  has  challenged 
the  assertion  that  the  denomination  is  the 
largest  multi-racial  Church  in  South 
Africa . 

“In  the  language  of  today  this  phrase  is 
simply  not  true,"  said  the  editorial  in 
Dimension.  ‘‘It  is  a  smokescreen. 
Methodism  is  multi-racial  where  it  no 
longer  matters,  and  totally  segregated 
where  it  matters  most  —  where  the 
people  are." 

The  editorial  called  for  multi-racial 
circuits  in  the  church,  which  has  a 
membership  of  about  2  million. 

According  to  Dimension,  arguments 
against  racial  integration  of  Methodist 
circuits  “often  center  on  problems  of 
language,  culture  and  differing  worship 
styles  —  problems  which  are  real,  but 
which  apply  to  individual  congregations 
rather  than  circuits.” 

Another  challenge  to  the  South  African 
Methodist  Church  has  come  from  Dr. 
Alex  Boraine,  former  president  of  the 
Methodist  Conference  and  now 
spokesman  for  the  Progressive  Reform 
Party  on  labor  matters. 


paper  says 

Writing  in  South  African  Outlook,  an 
independent  journal  dealing  with 
ecumenism  and  race  relations,  Dr. 
Boraine  commented  that  the  church's 
membership  is  largely  black,  "and  it  is 
made  up  of  all  languages  and  all  races 
and  colors.” 

But,  he  wrote,  “I  venture  to  suggest 
that  when  it  comes  to  assessing  the  need 
for  change  in  South  Africa,  the  church  is 
split  from  top  to  bottom.” 

According  to  Dr.  Boraine,  the  reason  is 
“that  the  criterion  is  seen  in  terms  of 
race  or  language,  whereas  it  should  be 
seen  in  terms  of  justice  and  recon¬ 
ciliation.  The  church  has  a  unique  role  to 
play,  but  its  silence  on  some  of  the  major 
issues  confronting  South  Africa  bring  it 
perilously  close  to  forfeiting  that 
privilege  and  responsibility.” 

He  declared  that  white  Christians 
"must  take  off  the  blinkers  they  have 
been  wearing  for  so  long  .  .  . 

"We  must  stop  behaving  as  though  our 
faith  is  relevant  only  insofar  as  our 
private  morality  is  concerned,  and 
irrelevant  in  terms  of  the  political,  social 
and  economic  situation.” 
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ointments  announced 


for  1976-77 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent,  A.  Jerome 
Cain  1;  Alexandria,  First,  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  4;  First,  Associate,  Harvey 

B.  Delery  1;  Horseshoe  Drive,  Jack  S. 
Winegeart  4;  MacArthur  Drive,  Roland 
K.  Friedrich  5;  Newman-St.  Mark,  Roger 
Dale  Lathan  1;  Trinity -Pleasant  Grove, 
Robert  R.  Miller  2;  Wilton-Wesley-Union- 
Macedonia,  (George  M.  Alfred)  2; 

Ball-Clear  Creek-Springhill,  T.B.S. 
(George  Horn);  Boyce,  First-Lahey 
Chapel-Sieper,  (Fred  W.  Campbell)  R  1; 
Bunkie,  David  Haas  Memorial-Ever- 
green-White’s  Chapel,  Clyde  W.  Averett 
2;  Wesley-Marshall-Simpson,  Robert  S. 
Taylor  R  3;  Colfax-Hollins  Chapel-Bent- 
ley,  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  1;  Glenmora, 
First-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Melder,  (J. 
David  Strozier)  2;  St.  Marks-Willis  J. 
King-St.  Paul  T.B.S.  (Paul  Davis) ;  Jena- 
Belah,  James  L.  Adams  1;  Jonesville, 
Raymond  W.  Crofoot  1; 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville, 
Douglas  L.  Davis  1;  Marksville-Oak- 
grove-Simmesport,  Michael  McLaurin  1; 
Martha ville  -  Beulah  -  Robeline,  T.B.S. 
(Floyd  McCarty);  Montgomery-Mt. 
Zion-Atlanta-St.  Maurice,  Dorothy  Mae 
McGowen  1;  Mt.  Zion-Emanuel-Corinth- 
St.  Paul,  (Alex  Johnson  LP)  2; 
Natchitoches,  Asbury-Williams  Chapel- 
St.  Mark’s,  Alonzo  Campbell  2;  College 
Avenue,  James  Jones  3;  First,  Kenneth 
G.  Rorie  2; 

Oak  Grove-Campti,  (T.  Edward  Boyd, 
Jr.  LP)  4;  Olla-Tullos,  Joe  A.  Hoover  3; 
Palestine-Bethel,  John  R.  Johns  1; 
Pineville,  First,  Beverly  E.  Bond  1; 
Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel,  Fred  B. 
Wideman  1;  Provencal-Weaver,  Jolly  B. 
Harper  R 2;  Rosa-Taylor  Chapel-Haskins 
Chapel,  (Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  LP)  3; 
Trout-Eden-Urania,  James  R. 
McLelland  2;  Winnfield-Couley,  Eskel  L. 
Tatum  2; 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent,  Robert  B! 
Crichlow  4;  Baker,  John  Howard  Sewell 
2;  Baton  Rouge:  Broadmoor,  Douglas  L. 
McGuire  4;  Broadmoor,  Associate,  John 
N.  Williams  2;  Broadmoor,  Associate, 
Marie  P.  Williams  2;  Camphor,  G.  W.  C. 
Calvin  8;  First,  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  3; 
First,  Associate,  J.  Pennington  Morgan 
3;  Francis  Asbury -Corbin,  Larry  Maddin 
3;  Hughes  Memorial  (William  J.  Miller) 
7;  Ingleside,  FredS.  Flurry  3;  Istrouma, 
Paul  C.  Carroll  3;  Istrouma,  Associate, 
(Kathy  Henderson  LP)  1;  Jefferson, 
Angus  L.  Carruth  1;  Jordan  Chapel- 
LeJeune,  Ameal  D.  Ennis  1;  Neely, 
Donald  R.  Avery  5;  North  Baton  Rouge, 
Robert  C.  Carter  8;  St.  John’s,  Robert  W. 
Bengtson  1;  St.  Luke’s,  (Frank  C.  Black¬ 
burn  LP)  3;  St.  Mark,  Robert  Williams  5; 
St.  Paul’s,  Theodore  J.  Smith  1;  Wesley, 
Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  17;  William  B. 
Reily  Memorial  University,  Lamar  E. 
Smith  5;  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
University,  Associate,  Charles  B.  Sim¬ 
mons  2;  Winboume,  Brady  Williams  2; 

Bethel-Magnolia,  James  H.  Hum¬ 
phreys  3;  Blackwater,  Lonnie  M.  Sibley 
2,  Blackwater,  Associate,  Randall  Keith 
Nichols  1;  Clinton,  Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul, 
(Robert  M.  Harris)  1;  St.  Peter-Moses 
Chapel -Jackson  Chapel,  (Adam 
Franklin)  7;  Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek, 
John  H.  Casey  2;  Concord-New  Hope, 
(Jesse  L.  Means,  Jr.  LP)  5;  Deerford, 
(James  Monroe  Wilkes  LP)  12;  Denham 
Springs,  First,  George  A.  Duerson  1; 
Roberts  Chapel-St.  Luke,  (Clarence  L. 
Hillard)  5;  Donaldsonville,  First,  (E. 
Eugene  Kimble  LP)  5;  St.  Peter-Belle 
Rose,  St.  James,  (Edward  Lewis  Berry) 
7; 

Grand  River,  (John  R.  Oldham  LP)  11 
Hartzell-Shiloh,  Freddie  R.  Henderson  2 
Jackson-Ethel,  Thomas  A.  Dunbar  1 
Live  Oak,  W.  Ed  Parks  3;  Lottie 
Rosedale-New  Roads,  Frank  M.  Stage  4 
Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn,  Sidney 
Irving  3;  Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel- 
Wesley,  (James  A.  Smith  R)  18; 

Plaquemine,  First,  James  W.  Mat¬ 
thews,  Jr.  2;  Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke-St. 
Paul,  New  Roads,  (Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Sr. 
LP)  2;  St.  Francis-ville-Tunica,  (Harold 
Babin  LP)  5;  St.  Peter-Green-Wiley, 
(Obie  Southall  LP)  3;  Scott  Chapel,  W.  C. 
August  8;  Slaughter-Bluff  Creek, 
(Marshall  C.  Paine  LP)  3;  Zachary, 
Robert  I.  Galatas  6. 

HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent,  William  P. 
Fraser  5  ,  Amite-Independence,  John  M. 
Lee  4;  Beech  Grove-Macedonia- 
Andrews,  T.B.S.  (Wesley  Cyprian  LP); 
Bogalusa,  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial, 
Joe  W.  McClain  4;  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial,  Associate,  (Thomas  Logan 
LP)  1;  Thirkield-Harrys  Chapel,  George 
W.  Harper  3;  Carpenter’s  Chapel,  (Boyd 
Hood  LP)  2;  Covington,  First,  Edwin  J. 
Barksdale  1;  Days-Center-Darlington, 
(A.  Bray  Sibley  LP)  4;  Faithful,  (Paul 
Singletary  LP)  1;  Fitzgerald,  James  T. 
Harris  R  2; 

Franklinton,  Centenary-Fisher,  Lael  S. 
Jones  1;  Winan-Hayes  Chapel,  Louis  L. 
Streams  3;  Friendship,  (Robert  Hollis 
LP)  l;  Gonzales,  J.  Roddy  Taylor  1; 
Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel.  John  E. 


Scarf  2;  Hammond,  First-Tickfaw, 
George  W.  Harkins  1;  Kentwood-Mt. 
Hermon,  R.  Larry  Stafford  2;  LaPlace, 
Lasseigne-Lutcher,  Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr. 
1;  Ninde  Chapel-St.  James,  (Dan 
Washington,  Jr.  LP)  7; 

Livingston-James  Chapel-Montpelier, 
T.B.S.  (Charles  E.  Scott);  Loranger- 
Coopers  Chapel,  (Paul  Wesley  LP)  3; 
Lutcher  Chapel-St.  James,  Carl  T. 
Wethers  R  5;  Mangum-Pine  Grove,  D. 
Dale  Lyons  1;  Meadows  Chapel-New 
River,  (Eugene  Phelps  LP)  1;  Pearl 
River-Lacombe-St.  Tammany,  John  H. 
Giles  2;  Ponchatoula,  First-Lees  Lan¬ 
ding,  J.  Vernon  Fairley  1;  Wesley 
Chapel,  William  M.  Jacocks  3;  St. 
Timothy-on-the-North  Shore,  Donald 
Keith  McDowell  2; 

Slidell,  Aldersgate,  Christopher  H. 
Andrews  1;  First,  James  P.  Woodland  6; 
First,  Associate,  William  W.  Dear  4; 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell,  Nathaniel  P. 
Perry  1;  Springfield,  First-Huffs  Chapel- 
Maurepas,  Bonnie  Ruth  Holley  1;  St. 
James-St.  Landry,  (James  C.  Miles  LP) 
13;  Sun-Bush-Talisheek,  T.B.S.  (Henry 

C.  Chandler  III);  Tangipahoa-Pine 
Ridge, T.B.S.  (Eddie Morgan);  Varnado- 
Angie-Waldheim,  (Karl  D.  Wood  LP)  6; 
Walker,  M.  L.  Davis  R  8;  Wesley  Ray- 
Live  Oak-Marys  Chapel  (Isaiah  L. 
McCoy)  6. 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent,  Kenneth  G. 
McDowell  6;  Abbeville-Pecan  Island, 
Terry  C.  Willis  2;  Baldwin,  Trinity- 
Walmsley,  (Henry  J.  Rhyan)  1;  Berwick, 

B.  Joseph  Martin  1;  Charenton,  Godman- 
Mt.  Zion-Union,  T.B.S.  (Gerald  Carter); 
Crowley,  First,  James  E.  Christie  2; 
Ebenezer-Crowley,  Wesley,  Lewis 
Ovenshire  2;  Franklin,  Asbury-Mason, 
(Donald  Barrie  LP)  2;  First,  C.  Richard 
Hoffpauir  1; 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle,  William  V. 
Sirman  1;  Houma,  First,  Hugh  L.  Baker 
1;  Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel,  Wm. 
Spiller  Milton  2;  Wesley-Mt.  Vernon, 
(Willie  T.  Henderson  LP)  1;  Indian 
Bayou-Kaplan,  James  E.  Constable  1; 
Jeanerette,  McGowan-Lydia-St.  Martin- 
ville,  (Lionel  Marcel)  2;  St.  Paul-Briggs, 
(Bob  Norwood  LP)  2;  St.  Peter-Mt.  Zion, 
(Walter  Barabin)  8; 

Lafayette,  Asbury,  James  J.  Caraway 
5;  Asbury,  Associate,  Robert  M.  Bentley 
R  9;  Davidson  Memorial,  Gary  L.  Van 
Horn  4;  First,  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr.  3;  First, 
Associate,  C.  Robert  McCammon  R  1; 
Ivanhoe,  Randall  Gammill  1;  Mallalieu- 
St.  James,  Edgar  D.  Smith  4;  Mathews- 
LaGrange,  Samuel  Percy  Emanuel  1; 
Melville-Palmetto,  (Kenneth  Chapman 
OD  *)  4; 

Morgan  City,  DeWitt  M.  Ginn  2;  New 
Iberia,  Roy  E.  Mouser  3;  Opelousas, 
Louisiana  Memorial,  Thomas  M.  Lan¬ 
caster  3;  St.  Mark,  T.  E.  McElroy  8; 
Patterson-Bayou  Vista,  George  H. 
Sherman,  Jr.  5;  Port  Barre-Krotz 
Springs-Waxia,  (John  W.  Guyre  LP)  3; 
Rayne-Branch,  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  2; 

Scott  Chapel-St.  James-St.  Joseph- 
Union,  (Oneal  Hardy  LP)  3;  St.  Martin- 
ville,  Mallalieu-Fitzgerald,  (Marshall 
Wesley)  8;  Thibodaux,  First-Vacherie- 
Gibson,  Paul  F.  Longstreth  1;  Calvary- 
Magnolia,  (W.  Taft  Bowie)  13; 
Washington,  St.  Marks-St.  Paul,  (Booker 
T.  Branch)  3; 

*  Member  of  another  denomination 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent,  Byrl  J. 
Moreland  3;  Cameron-Grand  Chenier, 
Minns  S.  Robertson  5;  Church  Point- 
Maxie  (Allan  Stackhouse  LP)  1; 
DeQuincy,  Byrd  Lee  Terry  6;  DeRidder, 
First,  W.  Odell  Simmons  5;  DeRidder, 
First,  Assoc.,  Douglas  L.  Cain  1;  Wesley- 
Merryville,  Burton  F.  Blair  3; 
Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove  (Cecil 

C.  Mims)  4;  Elton-Basile,  Richard  E. 
Walton  R  2;  Eunice-Ville  Platte,  William 
I.  Eubanks  5;  Fairview-^weetlake,  I. 
Elmer  Malone  4;  Gueydan,  William  M. 
Finnin,  Sr.  4;  Iowa-Bell  City-Hayes, 
(John  Sayes)  5;  Jennings,  First,  Jimmie 

D.  Pyles  2;  Trinity,  Sherman  L.  Beird  1; 
Kinder-Oberlin,  Lynn  W.  Merrill  2; 

Lake  Arthur,  Alton  M.  Brown  1;  Lake 
Charles,  First,  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  2; 
First,  Associate,  Ted  S.  Standley  2;  Oak 
Park,  (George  McVay)  2;  St.  Luke,  H.  A. 
Harrington,  Jr.  5;  Simpson,  Glendon  R. 
Messer  2;  University,  Sale  T.  Lilly  1; 
University,  Associate,  John  C.  Holbert  3; 

Warren,  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.  8;  Lees- 
ville,  First-Holly  Grove,  Robert  L.  Potter 
2;  Mt.  Zion-Macedonia,  Henry  Gage  2; 
Maplewood,  Tom  O.  Crosby,  Jr.  6;  Moss 
Bluff-Broadlands,  Robert  M.  Ford  1; 
Oakdale-Pine  Prairie,  Abe  M.  Conerly  6; 
Prospect-Hornbeck,  T.B.S.  (Arthur  M. 
Reynolds  RS); 

Raymond-Iota,  Heaton  B.  Cramer  4; 
Roanoke,  (Homer  V.  Bailes  LP)  6; 
Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial,  H.  Warren 
Blakeman4;  Wesley-Hackberry,  Charles 
B.  Humphreys  3;  Vinton,  (Joseph  L. 
Rountree)  2;  Welsh,  First,  Ira  M. 
Robinson  5:  Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity, 
(Willie  B.  Sweat  LP)  1;  Westlake,  Edwin 
H.  House,  Jr.  3. 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent,  Clyde  C. 
Frazier,  Jr.  5;  Bastrop,  First,  Edward  O. 
Pickens  1;  Memorial-Beekman,  Henry 


Bishop’s  Message 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  60%  of  all  the  Vietnamese  refugees  in  the 
United  States  who  have  been  resettled  by  Protestants  have  been  resettled  by 
United  Methodist  congregations.  Our  own  Annual  Conference  has  not  lagged  in 
this  matter.  To  cite  only  a  few,  there  are  Vietnamese  families  that  have  been 
resettled  by  the  following  churches:  Patterson;  First  Church  Baton  Rouge; 
Broadmoor  Baton  Rouge;  St.  John’s  Baton  Rouge;  Jefferson  Baton  Rouge; 
McGuire  West  Monroe;  Bossier  City  First  Church;  Mer  Rouge-Collinston;  Oak 
Grove;  Broadmoor  Shreveport;  First  Church  Shreveport;  Bayou  Vista; 
Morgan  City;  Berwick;  Thibodaux;  Asbury  Lafayette.  And  there  are  others 
who  have  not  communicated  with  us  about  it. 

We  salute  these  congregations  and  all  the  others  unnamed  who  have  assisted 
our  conference  in  giving  a  strong  boost  to  the  resettlement  of  the  Vietnamese 
people.  Now  the  task  is  not  to  neglect  those  who  have  come  to  us.  While  en¬ 
couraging  and  respecting  their  right  to  retain  all  the  cultural  aspects  of  their 
own  beloved  culture,  we  must  unpatron izingly  but  genuinely  give  them  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  find  values  in  our  own,  that  the  bonds  of  fellowship  and  com¬ 
radeship  become  strengthened. 

Congratulations  to  all  you  churches.  Just  keep  on  doing  it. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  I  J 


E.  Pickett  1;  Mt.  Olive-Washington 
Chapel,  (Roberts. Murray)  7;  Columbia- 
Hebert,  (Claude  M.  Crotwell)  3;  Delhi,  E. 
J.  Martin  2;  Epps-Floyd,  John  Kellogg  1; 
Ferriday,  B.  J.  Champion  2; 

Gilbert-Boeuf  Prairie,  T.B.S.  (W.  L. 
Strong);  Grayson-Kelly,  J.  Pierce 
McKeithen  R  1;  Kilbourne-Locust  Grove, 
(Joe  D.  Solomon  LP)  3;  Lake 
Providence,  Wallace  P.  Blackwood  3; 
Mangham-Crowville,  W.  W.  BevillS;  Mer 
Rouge-Collinston,  Arby  W.  Coody  5; 

Monroe,  First,  W.  D.  Boddie  5; 
Memorial,  John  M.  Winn,  Jr.  2;  Reveille- 
Little  Creek,  Steven  W.  Caraway  1;  Faith 
Temple,  Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  3;  St. 
Mark’s-Crew  Lake,  M.  C.  Cady  1;  St. 
Paul’s,  Stone  W.  Caraway  1;  Southside, 
Lea  Joyner  25;  Southside,  Associate 
(William  G.  Davis,  Sr.  LP)  2;  Mt.  Nebo- 
Lawson  Chapel,  (Robert  J.  Addison  LP) 
6;  Mt.  Sinai-St.  Peter,  (Joe  Brown  LP)  8; 

Newellton,  Robert  Lee  Burgess  3;  Oak 
Grove,  Fred  W.  Schwendimann  8;  Oak 
Ridge,  James  E.  Wilson  1;  Pioneer- 
Forest,  (Steve  Bearden  LP)  2;  Rayville- 
Holly  Ridge,  Donald  J.  Hall  2;  St. 
Andrew’s  Bartholomew,  Isaac  A.  Patton. 
Jr.  5;  St.  Joseph-Wesley,  A.  D.  St. 
Amant,  Jr.  4; 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg,  James  E. 
Hodges  8;  Tallulah,  Ned  L.  Stout  2; 
Union,  Jack  H.  Midyett  R  2;  Vidalia,  A 

G.  Taylor  1;  Waterproof-Clayton,  Claude 
E.  Barron  2; 

West  Monroe,  Brownville,  Carole 
Cotton-Winn2;  Claibome-Wilhite,  Claude 
Edward  Henkel  1;  First,  Robert  L 
Peyton  8;  McGuire,  L.  Deen  Thompson 
2;  Walnut  Grove,  Ira  A.  Love  R  2; 
Woodlawn,  (Pete  J.  Medak  LP)  2; 
Winnsboro,  William  M.  McCutcheon  1, 
Wisner-Baskin,  Oakley  E.  Edwards  3; 
NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
District  Superintendent,  Alfred  L. 
Norris  3; 

New  Orleans:  Algiers,  First,  Carey  A. 
Martin  1;  St.  Matthew,  Russell  L.  Jones 
2;  Asbury,  Edward  A.  Kennedy,  Jr.  2; 
Aurora,  Kirby  A.  Vining  2;  Belle  Chasse- 
Hope  Chapel,  Arthur  M.  Baker  5; 
Bethany,  William  L.  Jones  5;  Boynton, 
(Bernard  R.  Smith)  11;  Brooks,  0.  W. 
Christopher  1;  Carrollton,  W.  Dwight 
Ramsey  1;  Elysian  Fields-John  Wesley, 
Tommy  R.  Bergeron  5;  First,  George  W. 
Ross  4;  First  Street,  Abraham  E.  Davis 
3; 

Gentilly,  William  Haskell  2;  Grace, 
Jeffery  C.  Bibbons  6;  Gretna,  George  W 
Harbuck  6;  Felicity -Spanish  American 
Ministry,  Lawson  G.  Lee  2;  Hartzell, 
(James  S.  Davidson)  1;  Haven,  Kenneth 
M.  Fisher  2;  Jefferson,  Cleveland  B 
Herr,  Jr.  1;  Kenner,  First,  Brady  D. 
Forman,  1;  Ross-Thomas,  Major  M 
Goldman  1 ; 

LaHarpe,  Andrew  J.  Douglas  9;  Lake 
Vista,  Donice  W.  Alverson  5;  Metairie. 
Richard  C.  Hebert  4 ;  Mount  Zion,  Samuel 
W.  Walker,  Sr.  8;  Munholland,  William  C 
Blakely  2;  Munholland,  Associate, 
James  R.  Rosenberg  1;  Napoleon 
Avenue,  Calvin  0.  Lapuyade  4;  Parker 
Memorial,  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr.  l. 
Peck,  Nathaniel  P.  Williams  4;  Peoples, 
William  R.  London,  Jr.  5;  Philips 
Memorial,  Max  R.  Butler  6; 

Ray  Avenue,  T.B.S.  (Robert  S.  Hall); 
Rayne  Memorial,  John  A.  Bayliss  5;  St. 
Andrew’s,  Roy  L.  Garrett  9;  St.  Bemard- 
Arabi,  Luther  W.  Taylor  1;  St.  James, 
Elliott  Seymour  2;  St.  John,  (Robert 
Eaker  RLP)  1;  St.  Luke’s,  Conrad  P 
Edwards  1;  St.  Matthews’s,  Bob  L. 
Lawton  2;  St.  Paul,  Richard  R.  Meek  3; 
St.  Philip,  (Burnell  Bell  LP)  5; 

Second-St.  Mark’s,  Jerry  James  1; 
Shaw  Temple,  (Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr. 
LP)  8;  Thompson,  (Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 
LP)  3;  Trinity,  Roger  J.  Transpers  1; 
Wesley,  (Eddie  Carter)  3;  Williams, 
James  W.  Wilson  1;  Buras,  Trinity, 
Raymond  DeLaughter  2;  Luling,  Gilbert 

H.  Wade,  Jr.  4; 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent,  Edward  R. 
Thomas  5;  Ansley,  William  M.  Stokes, 
Jr.  17;  Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah,  Douglas  T. 


Williams,  Sr.  3;  Athens-Cross  Roads, 
(Lee  Kneipp  LP)  1;  Bernice-Beech 
G rove-Sum m erf ield,  Mickey  D.  String- 
field  1;  Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange, 
(George  D.  Anders  LP)  2;  Calhoun-Beu- 
lah-Indian  Village,  (Richard  Poss)  1; 
Chatham-Zoar-Eros,  William  B.  Shaw  1; 

Choudrant-Douglas,  T.B.S.  (Wayne 
Flowers);  Clay,  Otis  W.  Spinks  R  1; 
Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley,  (Finas  P. 
Corie)  3;  Downs  ville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo, 
James  W.  Ailor  2;  Doyline-Sibley,  (H. 
Austin  Smith  LP)  2;  Dubach-Hilly,  Larry 
O’Dell  1;  Farmerville-Bird’s  Chapel, 
Terral  T.  Lowe  3;  Gibsland-Oak  Grove, 
(Stephen  P.  Carter  LP)  2; 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona, 
Timothy  E.  Lawson  1;  Haynesville- 
Shongaloo,  William  D.  Peeples  1;  Heflin- 
Brushwood,  (Stephen  M.  Spurlock  LP)  1; 
Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope,  Terry  C.  Lowe 
1;  Homer-Wesley  Chapel,  Cleburne  W. 
Quaid  5;  Jonesboro,  Daniel  W.  Tohline  6 
Marion-Huttig,  (Clinton  A.  Jordan  LP)  2 
Minden,  First,  Tracy  R.  Arnold  2 
First,  Associate,  B.  Paul  Durbin  R  7 
Lakeview-Mclntyre,  Leland  D.  Wade  4 
Pilgrim’s  Rest,  ( W.  C.  Moore  LP)  4;  Pine 
Grove-Bethlehem-Evergreen,  (Robert  F. 
Honaker  LP)  2;  Quitman-Faith,  Louie  P. 
Chrisman  1;  Ringgold-Castor -Grand 
Bayou,  M.  Ray  Holt  2; 

Ruston,  Trinity,  Merlin  W.  Merrill  6; 
Grace-Wesley  Chapel,  Leon  C.  Scott  3; 
Simsboro-Salem-Antioch,  Alvin  Swindell 
Hodges,  Jr.  3;  Springhill-Sarepta,  James 
0.  Evans  1;  Ruston  Greater  Circuit, 
Antioch,  J.  E.  Hearn  R  9;  Center  Point, 
Tillman  A.  Brown  R  6;  Concord,  (Donn 
M.  Kurtz  LP)  2;  Frantom  Chapel,  James 
T.  Garrett  R  2;  Sanders  Chapel,  T.B.S.; 
Whitehall-Colquitt,  (W.  Paul  Cassels  R) 
1. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent,  Carl  F.  Lueg 
5;  Benton,  Clarence  B.  Krumnow  7; 
Blanchard-Belcher,  Jerry  A.  Means  1; 
Bossier  City,  Barksdale,  S.  Burl  Dampier 
1;  First,  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  2;  Hall 
Summit,  Malcolm  E.  Finnell  2;  St. 
Stephen’s,  Larry  D.  Robertson  1; 
Bradford,  (W.  C.  Moore  LP)  4; 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel,  John  David 
Corley  1;  Cross  Roads-Holly  Springs, 
(Thomas  H.  Rowe  LPR)  8;  Fairview- 
McDonald,  (Oscar  E.  Player  LP)  4 
Greenwood-Bethany,  Lillard  R.  Bevill  3 
Haughton,  John  J.  Rasmussen,  Jr.  4 
Hosston-Gilliam-Ida,  Paul  W.  Carter  3 
James  Chapel-St.  Matthew-Pleasant 
Valley,  (Allen  Edgar  Myers  LPR)  6; 
Keatchie-Shiloh,  (Robert  F.  DeBusk,  Jr. 
LP)  9 

Logansport-Bethel,  George  B.  Cun¬ 
ningham  2;  Longstreet,  Robert  E.  Taylor 
4;  Love  Chapel,  Henry  A.  Rickey  R  2; 
Mansfield-Grand  Cane,  George  Eldred 
Blakely  1;  Many-Bayou  Scie,  Ray  Rolon 
Spiller  1;  Mooringsport-Oil  City,  (Daniel 
M.  Grove,  Jr.  LP)  3; 

Mt.  Zion-Bonchest,  T.B.S.  (William 
Tate  LP);  Plain  Dealing-Walker’s 
Chapel,  (Leo  L.  Beck)  4;  Pleasant  Hill- 
Mitchell-Pelican,  John  Ed  Dilworth  3; 
Vivian-Rodessa,  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr. 
4;  Shreveport:  Broadmoor,  Jack  Cooke 
5;  Broadmoor,  Associate,  Louis  G. 
Blankenbaker  3;  Broadmoor,  Associate, 
James  E.  Fookes  3;  Caddo  Heights- 
Keithville,  Rupert  D.  Coles  6;  Cedar 
Grove-Wesley,  M.  David  Felder  2; 
Christ,  Fred  0.  Shirley  1; 

Fairfield-Jewella,  Howard  L.  Milo  3; 
First,  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  23;  First, 
Associate,  James  W.  Moore,  5;  First, 
Associate,  Kent  Alan  Kilboume  3;  First, 
Associate,  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  2;  First, 
Associate,  Jerry  M.  Hollis  2;  Johnson 
Chapel-Mt.  Zion,  (Lee  C.  Jennings  R)  1; 
New  Light,  (Eugene  A.  Brown  LPR)  1; 
Lakeview,  William  E.  Nolan  10; 
Mangum,  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  3; 

Morningside-Stonewall,  Reuel  H.  Allen 
1;  Noel,  Benedict  A.  Galloway  5;  Noel, 
Associate,  J.  Albert  Trick ett  9;  Noel, 
Associate,  Lorris  M.  Wimberly,  Jr.  4; 
North  Highlands,  John  Henry  Sewell  2; 
Round  Grove,  James  A.  Graham  2; 
Providence,  T.B.S.  (James  Jackman); 
St.  James,  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.  5; 


St.  Luke’s,  James  M.  Poole  9;  St.  Paul, 
Richard  H.  Harry  3;  Summer  Grove, 
Robert  E.  Carter  3;  Trinity -Ellerbe 
Road,  (Thomas  A.  Wilson)  8;  Wynn, 
(Harold  W.  Longfellow)  6;  Wesley -Shady 
Grove,  George  L.  Thomas  6;  Zwolle-Con¬ 
verse-Noble,  Robert  A.  Ledden,  Sr.  2; 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 
Area  Provost,  NO,  ’Robert  F. 
Harrington  1;  Exec.  Director,  United 
Methodist  Foundation,  S,  ’Clyde  S.  Clark 
1,  Director,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  S,  *L.  Ray  Branton  4;  Youth 
Coordinator,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  S, 
ft  Donald  C.  Cottrill  3;  Superintendent, 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  NO,  ’William 
F.  Mayo  2;  Superintendent,  People’s 
Community  Center,  &  Director  N.O. 
Metropolitan  Ministries,  NO,  ’William 

R.  London,  Jr.  5;  Administrator,  Lafon 
Home,  NO,  ft  Alfred  Pollar  8;  Chaplain  & 
Program  Director,  Methodist  Hospital, 
New  Orleans,  NO,  ’John  B.  Koelemay 
13; 

Vice-President,  Personnel,  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  NO,  ft  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.  9;  Conference  Treasurer  & 
Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Pensions, 

S,  *R.  Leonard  Cooke  9;  Director, 
Hughes  Memorial  Center,  Baton  Rouge, 
BR,*)  (William  J.  Miller)  7;  Director, 
Metropolitan  Ministries,  Shreveport,  S, 
•James  A.  Graham  7;  T.  J.  James 
Professor  of  Religion,  and  Chairman  of 
Dept,  of  Religion,  Centenary  College,  S, 
ff  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  24; 

Associate  Professor  of  Religion  and 
Chaplain,  Centenary  College,  S,  ft  Robert 
E.  Taylor  16;  Vice-President,  Centenary 
College,  S,  ft  Grayson  B.  Watson  3; 
Assistant  Chaplain,  Centenary  College,. 
S,  ’Malcolm  E.  Finnell  2;  Chaplain, 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans,  NO, 
ft  Leslie  P.  Norris  2;  Associate  Professor 
of  Philosophy,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  NO,  ft  Benjamin  A.  Petty  24; 

Associate  Professor  &  Assistant  Vice- 
President,  Rehabilitation  &  Student 
Affairs,  Delgado  College,  NO,  ft  Edward 
A.  Kennedy,  Jr.  4;  Chaplain,  Morehouse 
College,  Atlanta,  NO,  ff  Widdie  Clifton 
Gordon  4;  Associate  Professor  of 
Teaching  Ministries,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  NO,  ff  Clarence  H.  Snelling, 
Jr.  13;  Professor  of  Social  Ethics, 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  NO, 
ft  Theodore  R.  Weber  19;  Associate 
Professor  of  Sociology,  William  Carey 
College,  BR,  #^T.  Wayne  Perrott  H; 

Chaplain,  South  Carolina  Dept,  of 
Youth  Services,  L,  -(-Howard  D.  Ellzey  4; 
Chaplain,  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
Ruston,  R,  ’Douglas  T.  Williams,  Jr.  3; 
Associate  Professor  of  Sociology, 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University,  H, 
ff  George  M.  Hess  7;  Assistant  Professor 
of  Religion  and  Philosophy,  Curry 
College,  Milton,  Mass.,  NO,  ff  W.  Russell 
Pregeant  5; 

Approved  Evangelist,  NO,  +  Lloyd  A. 
Foreman  4;  Chaplain,  Church  Coor¬ 
dinator  &  Executive  Great  Western 
Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Van 
Nuys,  California,  M,  -(-Maurice  D. 
Fulkerson  3;  Coordinator,  Child  and 
Adolescent  Mental  Health  Services, 
Dallas  County  MH-MR  Center,  NO,  +Joe 
E.  Fogle  3;  Evaluator-Teacher,  Comal 
Indep.  School  Dist.,  New  Braunfels, 
Texas,  A,  ff  Robert  L.  Tatum  3;  Pastor, 
American  Church,  Brussels,  Belgium, 
NO,  ff  Darrell  E.  Mount  4;  Chairman, 
Music  Dept.,  Bethel  College,  McKenzie, 
Tenn.,  A,  ft  Franklin  P.  Poole  5;  Teacher 
of  Music,  Mammoth-San  Manuel  Public 
Schools,  Tucson,  Arizona,  LC,  ft  Charles 
E.  Fike  5; 

Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute, 
Chicago,  Ill,,  M,  ff  George  R.  Holcombe 
11;  Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  LC,  ff  Joseph  R.  Thomas  9; 
Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  BR,  if  Walter  L.  Baker  8;  Executive 
Director,  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference,  M,  ff  James  L.  Stovall  1; 
Director,  Centenary  College  School  of 
Church  Careers,  S,  ff  David  R.  Dykes  2; 

Director,  Camp  Istrouma,  BR,  (J. 
Monroe  Wilkes  LP)  12;  Public  Relations, 
Presbyterian  Ministers  Fund,  NO,  4- 
Louis  F.  Roos  1;  Executive  Director  of 
Creative  Ministry  Associates,  Duke 
University,  M.  ff  Cathy  Carlson  1; 
Chaplaincy  Training  Staff,  Georgia 
Mental  Health  Institute,  NO,  ff  A.  Wayne 
Evans  1: 

DISABILITY  LEAVE 

Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  BR  3;  W.  R. 
Lafayette,  BR  2;  S.  Alvin  Mayo,  R  3; 
Frederick  A.  Mead,  R  4;  Lewis  E.  Milem, 
A  3:  Collins  D.  Pinkard.  A  3; 
VOLUNTARY  LOCATION 
James  A.  McLean,  Joe  Crosby  Rice, 
Robert  Shirley.  James  C.  Skinner, 
SUPERNUMERARY 
Lester  N.  Nance,  J.  C.  Wallace,  Jr. 
SABBATICAL  LEAVE 

Kenneth  R.  Reed 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION 

Louisiana  Tech  University,  Ruston, 
William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  20;  The  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry,  LSU,  Baton  Rouge, 
William  M.  Finnin,  Jr.  6;  McNeese  State 
University,  Lake  Charles,  Robert  E. 
Townsend  6;  Northeast  Louisiana  State 
University,  Monroe,  James  E.  Wilson  8; 
Northwestern  Louisiana  University, 
Natchitoches,  James  W.  Jones  7; 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University, 
Hammond,  William  M.  Jacocks  3; 
Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge, 
Freddie  R.  Henderson  6;  Tulane- 
Newcomb  &  Medical  Ministry.  New 


Orleans,  Roy  B.  Nash  8;  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana,  Lafayette, 
Nancy  Gammill  1;  University  of  New 
Orleans,  Southern  University,  New 
Orleans,  Clarence  G.  Fuller.  Jr.  5: 
PART-TIME  WESLEY 
FOUNDATION  DIRECTORS 

Louisiana  State  University  -  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Douglas  L.  Davis;  Louisiana  State 
University  -  Eunice,  William  I.  Eubanks; 
Louisiana  State  University  -  Shreveport, 
James  M.  Poole,  Southern  University  - 
Shreveport,  James  A.  Graham;  Nichols 
State  University  -  Thibodaux,  Paul  F. 
Longstreth ; 

(All  Wesley  Foundation  Directors  with 
Annuity) 

MILITARY  CHAPLAINS 

U.S.  Air  Force  L,  Lucien  E.  Larche,  Jr. 
21;  U.  S.  Army  M,  Forest  N.  Blount  15; 
U.S.  Army  R,  Paul  G.  Durbin  15;  U.S. 
Army  H,  Willie  L.  Henry  3;  U.S.  Navy 
LC,  William  G.  Willson  19;  U.S.  Navy  LC, 
Robert  G.  Rowland  2;  Veterans 
Administration  BR,  Thomas  M. 
Babington,  III  10;  Veterans 
Administration  S,  Floyd  M.  Durham  6; 

(All  Military  Chaplains  Without 
Annuitv) 

HOSPITAL  CHAPLAINS 

Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital, 
Pineville  A,  ff  Roland  K.  Friedrich  13; 
Glenwood  Hospital,  West  Monroe  M, 
•Donald  E.  Wineinger  14;  Protestant 
Chaplain,  East  Louisiana  State  Hospital, 
Jackson  BR,  -(-Walter  C.  Worthy  6; 

STATE  INSTITUTIONS 
Protestant  Chaplain,  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary,  Angola  BR,  -(-Bertrand 
Griffin  6 

MISSIONARIES 
Korea  H,  James  W.  Spitzkeit;  India  H, 
Dr  &  Mrs.  James  E.  McClendon;  Liberia 
L,  Doretha  Brown  Cooper; 

DEACONNESSES 
Librarian,  Sager-Brown  School  L, 
Doris  L.  Armes;  Guidance  Counselor, 
Pitkin,  La.  LC,  Norma  Garlington; 
Superintendent,  Sager-Brown  School  L, 
Juanita  Ivie;  Clinical  Social  Worker, 
Belle  Chasse  State  School  NO,  Evelyn 
Murphree; 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND 
SCHOOL 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  -  None; 
BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT  -  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary,  Terrence  S. 
August;  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Graduate  School,  C.  Randal  James; 
Louisiana  State  University,  G.  Larry 
Maxwell;  Louisiana  State  University, 
Ronald  G.  Ramke;  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Charles  L.  Washington; 
HAMMOND  DISTRICT  -  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Kenneth  M.  Carroll; 
LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  -  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  R.  Don  Ross; 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  -  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  Robert  Marshall; 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  James  A. 
Richardson,  Jr.;  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Jay  R.  Rogers;  MONROE 
DISTRICT  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  Ronald  L.  Ball;  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  John  M.  Downs; 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Stephen  C. 
Fleming;  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Carol  S.  Winn;  NEW  ORLEANS 
DISTRICT  -  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Richard  O.  Beckham  III,  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  Emile  Ennis; 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  -  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary,  Douglas 
Foreman;  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
James  D.  Hengstenberg ;  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  ;  Theresa  M.  Miller;  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Hulen  Warren; 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Fred 
Wideman;  SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  - 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Dan  R. 
Allen;  North  Texas  State  College,  Joseph 
F.  Carlisle;  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Larry  D.  Norman;  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  David  B.  Peabody;  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  John  R.  Scott-Welch; 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  John  R. 
Scott-Welch ;  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Paul  L.  Stephens;  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  David  G.  Trickett, 

TRANSFERRED  IN 
Carl  E.  Rhoads  HI,  elder  in  full  con¬ 
nection,  from  Memphis  Conference. 
Jerry  Malcolm  Hollis,  elder  in  full 
connection,  from  Alabama-West  Florida 
Conference.  James  Ray  Rosenberg, 
deacon  on  probation,  from  Northwest 
Texas  Conference.  Paul  F.  Longstreth, 
elder  in  full  connection,  from  Oklahoma 
Conference.  Robert  A.  Ledden,  Sr.,  elder 
in  full  connection,  from  Pacific  Nor¬ 
thwest  Conference.  Jerry  Mitchell 
James,  deacon  on  probation,  from  South 
Carolina  Conference. 

TRANSFERRED  OUT 
James  William  Putnam,  elder  in  full 
connection,  to  Northwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference.  Robert  Anderson  Walmsley, 
deacon  on  probation,  to  Baltimore 
Conference.  Edward  Earl  Wyers,  deacon 
on  probation,  to  North  Alabama  Con¬ 
ference. 


•With  Annuity 

If  With  Annuity  on  Institution 
-(-Without  Annuity 

(District  Abbreviations:  A- 

Alexandria,  BR-Baton  Rouge;  H- 
Hammond;  L-Lafayette;  LC-Lake 
Charles;  M-Monroe;  NO-New  Orleans; 
R-Ruston;  S-Shreveport) 
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Proven  channels  usually  best 
for  disaster  relief  giving 


Following  nearly  all  massive  human 
disasters  such  as  earthquakes  and  wars 
are  stories  of  how  those  responsible  for 
aid  and  relief  missed  the  mark. 

Charges  usually  range  from  accusa¬ 
tions  that  “help  never  really  reached  the 
people  who  needed  it  most”  to  indict¬ 
ments  about  mismanagement  and  cor¬ 
ruption.  In  recent  weeks  charges  have 
been  made  in  some  daily  newspapers 
about  the  way  relief  and  reconstruction 
efforts  have  been  handled  by  certain 
agencies  —  including  the  United  States 
Government  —  in  the  earthquake 
ravaged  Central  American  nation  of 
Guatemala. 

While  we  commend  those  in  the  news 
media  who  bring  true  abuses  to  light,  we 
are  dismayed  at  the  way  some  persons 
use  the  slightest  hint  of  mismanagement 
in  relief  projects  to  suggest  that  all 
projects  of  that  type  are  corrupt. 

Few  local  church  pastors  and  other 
persons  involved  in  fund  raising  for 
disaster  relief  have  escaped  hearing  the 
excuse  that  “I  won’t  give  because  that 
money  doesn’t  ever  get  to  the  people  who 
need  it.” 

The  fact  is,  when  giving  is  done 
through  proper  channels  —  such  as  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  —  the  money  reaches  those 
persons  who  need  it  most  and  does  what 
it  is  supposed  to  do.  Most  persons  who 
have  had  bad  experiences  in  dealings 
with  “relief”  agencies  have  been  at  least 
partially  responsible  for  those  ex- 

Dear  readers:  help  us 
interpret  your  silence 

Our  extensive  coverage  of  the  1976 
General  Conference  (TM/  UMR,  April 
30,  May  7,  May  14  and  May  21)  produced 
a  wholly  uncharacteristic  response  from 
our  readers:  silence. 

At  no  time  during  the  past  five  years 
have  so  few  letters  crossed  the  Editor’s 
desk  than  during  the  weeks  following  our 
coverage  of  General  Conference. 

We  were  reluctant  to  conclude  initially 
that  few  persons  read  TM/  UMR  during 
the  past  month,  or  that  no  one  cared 
about  what  the  General  Conference  did. 
So  we  suffered  your  lack  of  response  in 
silence. 

Then  in  the  May  28  issue,  we  published 
a  letter  regarding  use  of  the  term  “Ms.,” 
and  an  Editor’s  Note  inviting  other 
readers  to  express  their  opinions  (see 
letters  elsewhere  on  this  page) .  The  huge 
response  during  the  week  which  followed 
proved  that  people  are  still  reading  and 
ready  to  respond  to  an  issue  which 
concerns  them.  In  fact,  we  have  received 
more  letters  regarding  this  one  issue  that 
we  have  received  regarding  our 
coverage  of  all  General  Conference 
actions  put  together. 

We  are  grateful  to  know  that  you  are 
still  reading  TM/  UMR.  We  are  left, 
however,  with  unanswered  questions 
regarding  our  readers  attitude  toward 
the  General  Conference  and  our 
coverage  of  it. 

Did  you  generally  approve  of  the 
General  Conference’s  work  and  simply 
not  write  to  say  so?  Did  we  tell  the  story 
of  General  Conference  so  completely  that 
there  was  nothing  further  to  say?  Was 
the  General  Conference’s  work  so  dull  — 
neither  challenging  nor  angering  —  as 
not  to  merit  comment?  Were  you  so  tired 
of  hearing  about  General  Conference  by 
the  time  it  was  over  that  you  were  ready 
to  turn  your  attention  immediately,  and 
totally,  to  other  things? 

We  usually  receive  so  many  letters  that 
we  look  forward  to  days  when  the  mail 
call  is  “light.”  But  at  this  point,  dear 
readers,  we  would  welcome  your  belated 
comments  regarding  General  Con¬ 
ference  —  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
help  us  interpret  your  unaccustomed 
silence. 
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periences,  they  often  have  failed  to 
check  adequately  on  the  credentials  of 
the  agency  and  have  not  investigated  the 
“concept  of  aid”  under  which  the  agency 
operates. 

Dr.  Harry  Haines,  director  of  UMCOR, 
says  most  complaints  he  hears  about  ill- 
conceived  and  executed  relief  efforts 
come  from  churchpersons  and  local 
churches  who  have  become  involved  with 
helping  disaster  victims  through 
organizations  or  groups  which  are  often 
well-meaning  but  on  the  wrong  track. 

“In  every  disaster  agencies  spring  up 
over-night  out  of  the  compassion  for  the 
victims,"  Dr.  Haines  told  TM/UMR 
recently.  “They  are  often  ill-advised  and 
get  involved  in  the  wrong  kind  of  aid.”  As 
an  example,  he  mentioned  a  Florida 
church  which  collected  canned  goods  for 
Guatemala  relief  only  to  find  that  the 
canned  goods  were  unsuitable  for  the 
needs.  The  canned  goods  were  later  sold 
and  the  money  used  to  buy  potatoes  and 
beans  —  food  more  familiar  in 
Guatemala. 

Another  indication  of  a  “relief” 
agency’s  reliability  is  the  length  of  time 
it  stays  in  the  disaster  area  to  supply  aid. 
About  80  per  cent  of  all  relief  agencies  set 
up  for  a  specific  disaster  leave  the 
country  in  need  within  a  month  after  the 
disaster  —  a  time  at  which  much  of  the 
hard  but  less  glamorous  work  has  just 
begun. 

United  Methodists,  and  others  who  re¬ 
spond  individually  or  as  churches  to  the 
needs  of  the  disaster  victims,  would  do 
well  to  consider  the  following  points 
when  asking  such  a  response: 

•  Rely  on  permanent  trustworthy 
agencies  such  as  UMCOR  for  your 
channel  of  giving.  Be  careful  in  dealings 
with  organizations  set  up  quickly  to  meet 
a  specific  need,  no  matter  how  pure  their 
intentions  might  be. 

•  If  you  agree  to  take  part  in  some  sort 
of  collection  project  to  aid  disaster  vic¬ 
tims,  check  with  UMCOR,  Church  World 
Service  (aid  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches),  or  some  other  well-known 
relief  organization  to  make  sure  you  are 
on  the  right  path  before  you  begin. 

The  charges  of  those  who  cry  “abuse” 
may  always  be  louder  and  longer- 
remembered  than  the  facts  about  how 
much  well-executed  relief  efforts  help 
those  who  suffer  around  the  world.  But  if 
the  persons  who  are  concerned  about 
helping  the  victims  of  those  disasters  use 
more  care  in  selecting  their  channels  of 
giving,  those  cries  will  be  less  frequent. 


My  ^  it n ess 

7  believe  .  . 

By  JEAN  CROSBY 

I  believe  in  God  the  Father,  Central 
Integrity  of  the  entire  universe,  who 
conceived  and  made  provisions  for  all 
Good  that  exists. 

I  believe  in  Jesus  the  Christ,  who 
was  and  is  God  materialized  in  human 
form,  whose  life,  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  make  possible  our  own  re¬ 
generated  life  with  the  Father. 

I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  whose 
undisputed  Presence  among  us  is 
evidence  of  Christ’s  return  to  the 
Father.  He  is  both  earnest  and  agent 
of  the  Life  that  is  to  come. 

I  believe  man  was  created  in  God’s 
image,  that  is,  with  body,  soul  and 
spirit,  primarily  for  fellowship  with 
the  Father;  but  also  to  demonstrate 
that  such  fellowship,  when  tested,  will 
result  from  choice  as  well  as  from 
direction. 

I  firmly  believe  in  Other  Life  Form 
—  perhaps  but  expressed  as  life  in  a 
spiritual  dimension.  I  believe  the  New 
Birth,  that  is,  the  re-creation  of  man’s 
full  potential  of  spirit,  to  be  essential 
to  entrance  into  that  Life.  God  con¬ 
tinues  to  call  us  into  Himself.  To  this 
end  our  earth  has  been  visited  on 
several  occasions,  the  appearance  of 
Christ  being  a  unique  and  foremost 
example. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian 
life  with  others. 

This  week's  contributor,  Jean 
Crosby,  is  a  member  of  Little  Valley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Little 
Valley.  New  York.  The  affirmation  of 
faith  was  written  as  a  part  of  a  church 
school  assignment  there. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Worship  service  needs  confession 


By  G.  RUSSELL  OAKS 

Why  was  I  feeling  more  depressed 
coming  out  of  church  than  before  I  went 
in?  The  man  in  the  pulpit  seemed  pleas¬ 
ant  enough  (almost  too  pleasant).  And 
the  people  were  “terribly”  friendly. 
Then  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  prayer  of 
confession  and  the  assurance  of  pardon 
had  been  omitted  from  the  order  of  ser¬ 
vice.  The  clergyman  may  have  deleted 
the  public  confession  as  too  depressing  or 
psychologically  unsound,  but  the 
elimination  of  the  confession  was  even 
more  depressing  and  psychologically  un¬ 
sound.  He  had  proved  his  relevancy  by 
quoting  the  daily  newspapers,  but  con¬ 
spired  to  help  me  avoid  confessing  my 
participating  in  what  the  news  reported. 

The  issue  is  that,  in  some  sense, 
wherever  there  is  injustice,  I  am  there.  I 
share  in  some  small  or  large  way  in  the 
tragic  hurt  of  the  world.  I  know  it,  but  I 
am  seldom  allowed  to  admit  it. 

We  are  united  in  common  responsi¬ 
bility  for  all  that  is.  We  all  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  exploited  labor.  We  all  profit  by 
the  sins  of  the  conquering  fathers.  We  all 
participate  in  the  society  which  allows 
the  wasting  of  humanity  in  wars,  ghettos 
and  poverty.  Even  while  I  protested,  my 
tax  dollars  were  purchasing  the  bullets  of 
My  Lai.  I  pull  no  trigger,  yet  I  share  in  an 
insensitive  society  that  produces  murder 
as  an  inevitable  consequence.  I  need  to 
confess  it.  An  occasional  suggestion  that 
“nobody  is  perfect”  does  not  suffice.  The 
Gospel  demands  an  accounting  of  our 
collective  performance. 

Guilt  is  a  fact,  not  a  fancy.  Justice  is  a 
requirement  of  my  spirit.  When  justice  is 
not  done,  my  spirit  suffers  shame,  guilt, 
oppression  and  the  weariness  of  evasion. 

The  cure  of  any  illness  begins  with  an 
accurate  diagnosis,  not  a  convenient 
avoidance  of  symptoms.  Confession  is 
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Readers  give  opinions 

Should  ‘Ms’  be  acceptable? 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Two  weeks  ago 
TM/UMR  published  a  letter  from  a 
reader  who  objected  to  the  use  by  this 
publication  of  the  term  "Ms,”  instead  of 
“Miss"  and  “Mrs.”  as  a  title  for  women. 
TM/UMR  explained  that  the 
newspaper's  policy  is  to  use  “Ms.”  only 
when  a  woman's  marital  status  is 
unknown,  or  when  the  woman  being 
referred  to  indicates  that  she  prefers  that 
term,  and  asked  readers  to  comment 
about  the  policy  and  the  term  itself. 
Some  of  the  responses  appear  in  this 
column. 

‘ Ms ’  is  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  your  policy  on  the  use  of 
“Ms.”  or  “Mrs.*’,’  I  agree  with  the  use  of 

“Ms.” 

I  am  working  out  of  necessity  (not 
choice)  and  find  that  my  professional 
associates  need  to  know  my  name,  not 
my  husband’s  or  my  marital  status.  So  I 
use  “Ms.”  on  the  job,  but  “Mrs.”  (and 
husband’s  first  name)  socially. 

One  of  your  readers  seems  unduly 
threatened  by  the  (to  me)  welcome  addi¬ 
tion  of  “Ms.”  to  our  language.  I  feel  it 
clears  up  a  lot  of  confusion  simply  to 
designate  adults  as  male  or  female.  And 
as  for  loss  of  title  or  breaking  up  family 
life,  I  might  point  out  that  women  have 
been  called  by  their  husband’s  names  for 
only  several  hundred  years,  whereas  the 
God-given  institution  of  the  family  dates 
back  to  the  creation  of  man.  I  don’t  recall 
Sarah  being  addressed  as  “Mrs. 
Abraham.”  Catherine  P.  Bettoney 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

’Ms'  is  offensive 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  your  “Editor’s  Note” 
regarding  Mrs.,  Miss  or  Ms.  (TM/UMR, 
May  28),  I  also  find  the  use  of  “Ms."  of¬ 
fensive. 

Even  when  my  marital  status  was 
known,  I  have  received  letters  addressed 
as  “Ms  ",  as  if  this  were  to  be  the  new 
standard  form. 

Indeed,  I  find  most  of  the  Women’s  Lib 
Movement  to  be  offensive.  I  never  had 
any  problems  with  my  status,  either 
married  or  unmarried. 

Elizabeths.  Nau 
Cuba,  Missouri 
Policy  supported 
To  the  Editor: 

I  support  the  TM/UMR  policy  for  using 
“Ms.”  I  see  its  use  as  an  attempt  to  give 
women  a  measure  of  dignity  so  long 
denied  them.  I  seriously  doubt  that  its 
use  is  helping  “to  break  down  family 
life.”  Besides,  it  is  more  practical! 

Robert  Stutes 
Galena  Park,  Texas 

'Miss'  is  proper 

To  the  Editor: 

I  do  concur  with  Mrs.  Brady’s  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  use  of  “  Ms . " 

My  business  college  training  and  years 
of  experience  in  the  secretarial  field 
followed  the  rule  —  when  in  doubt  use 
“Miss.”  This  was  not  considered  objec¬ 


tionable.  We  have  managed  nicely  for 
two  hundred  years  without  Ms.  or 
chairperson.  I  dislike  the  two  equally. 
Methodists  seem  to  be  wasting  energy 
and  money  in  such  useless  matters. 

Save  “Ms.”  for  the  few  who  prefer 
such  designation.  I  was  a  Miss  and  am 
happy  to  be  Mrs.  CathcrineE  Thomas 

Blue  Island,  Illinois 

Title  is  fair 

To  the  Editor: 

The  title  “Mr.”  in  no  way  indicates 
the  marital  status  of  a  man.  Likewise, 
the  title  for  women,  “Ms.”,  does  not  in¬ 
dicate  marital  status,  which  is 
reasonable  and  fair.  Why  should  a 
woman’s  title  reflect  her  relationship,  or 
lack  of  relationship,  to  another  person? 

How  simple  it  is  to  use  “Ms.”  to  ad¬ 
dress  any  woman  ( unless  she  specifically 
asks  to  be  addressed  as  “Miss”  or 
Mrs.”).  How  uncomplicated  it  is  to  ad¬ 
dress  any  man  as  “Mr.”,  and  how  com¬ 
plicated  it  would  be  to  have  to  use  a  dif¬ 
ferent  word  for  men  who  are  married 
and  those  who  are  not. 

Surely  the  stability  of  a  marriage  and  a 
family  hinges  on  more  than  a  simple 
title.  If  “Mrs.”  denotes  a  blessed  state, 
should  one  infer  that  “Miss”  is  not  a 
blessed  state? 

Like  many  other  women,  both  married 
and  unmarried,  I  like  the  use  of  "Ms.”, 
which  is  comparable  to  “Mister.”  Better 
still,  why  not  dispense  with  titles  and 
simply  call  men  and  women  by  their 

name?  Hazel  M.  Decker 

Jacksonville,  Texas 
'Mrs.  '  is  privilege 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  one  of  those  ladies  who  is 
privileged  to  have  the  title  of  Mrs.  and  I 
resent  a  group  of  persons  trying  to 
deprive  me  of  this  distinction. 

Those  who  wish  to  retain  their  maiden 
name  after  marriage  may  very  easily  do 
so.  I  feel  that  the  ones  who  are  so  hepped 
on  the  Women’s  Lib  Movement  should 
not  try  to  enforce  their  thinking  en 
masse. 

It  is  much  simpler  also  for  those  who 
have  the  same  name  to  be  identified  by 
Miss  or  Mrs.,  as  it  makes  a  great  deal  of 
difference  legally  as  well  as  socially  who 
is  contacted  by  mail,  phone  or  in  person. 

Elizabeth  C.  Cruise 
Bluefield,  West  Virginia 

Ms'  means  nothing 

To  the  Editor: 

Enjoy  your  newspaper. 

I’d  prefer  to  see  the  ‘  Ms.”  dropped, 
because  to  me  it  means  nothing. 

Hugh  Hoffman 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 
Term  is  'cold' 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  the  writer  in  a  recent 
TM/UMR  issue  who  objected  to  the  use 
of  “Ms.”  instead  of  “Miss”  or  “Mrs.”  It 
is  cold,  hard  to  pronounce,  and  not  too 
meaningful. 

To  balance  the  situation,  why  not  have 
something  to  indicate  the  marital  status 


the  diagnosis  which  is  the  first  step 
toward  emotional  and  spiritual  health. 
The  Grace  of  God  is  manifest  in  that, 
following  confession,  there  is  a  sense  of 
relief.  In  the  life  of  the  confessing  com¬ 
municant  there  is  a  release  of  energy 
toward  solutions  rather  than  evasions, 
dedication  rather  than  rationalization. 
Pardon  isn’t  spoken,  it  happens ! 

It’s  no  wonder  I  felt  more  depressed 
coming  out  of  church  than  before  I  went 
in.  I  entered  the  sacred  precincts  se¬ 
cretly  knowing  that  I  am  a  part  of  every 
problem  whether  I  like  it  or  not.  But  in 
worship  I  was  given  no  opportunity  to 
contemplate  and  confess  my  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  ills  of  the  world.  Instead,  I 
had  been  entertained  and  manipulated 
by  a  preacher  who  encouraged  me  to 
avoid  the  issue  of  my  guilt  by  artfully 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


telling  me  what  a  fine  fellow  I  might 
become  with  one  or  two  minor  ad¬ 
justments. 

A  prayer  of  confession  would  have 
been  a  good  beginning  and  a  word  of 
God’s  pardon  would  have  set  me  free  to 
rejoice  in  new  possibilities,  receive  the 
Word  of  God  with  new  insight,  and 
dedicate  my  living  with  new  hope.  In¬ 
stead,  I  went  home  reflecting  that  I  could 
have  avoided  the  issue  more  effectively 
on  the  golf  course. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  G. 
Russell  Oaks,  is  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Watsonville, 
California. 


Intercountry  adoption 
article  ‘misunderstood’ 


of  a  man?  How  about  Mer  or  Mir  for  an 
unmarried  man?  Mir  and  Miss  could  in¬ 
dicate  unmarried,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs., 
married.  That  would  equal  the  score. 

E.  Russell  Tanner 
Boulder,  Colorado 

Decision  up  to  individual 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  use  of  “Ms.”,  my  feel¬ 
ing  is  that  the  individual’s  preference 
should  be  honored. 

Dr.  James  Conant,  distinguished  presi¬ 
dent  of  Harvard  University,  always 
preferred  to  be  addressed  as  Mr.  Conant. 
His  wishes  were  always  respected, 
where  known.  However,  he  didn’t 
scream  when  someone  addressed  him  as 
"Doctor.”  P  , 

C.  K.  Madison 
Tyler,  Texas 

Is  it  moral ? 

To  the  Editor: 

You  invite  comment  about  the  use  of 
“Ms.”  and  I  am  pleased  to  share  my 
view.  L 

I  think  you  should  not  encourage  it. 
Maybe  50  years  from  now  we  will  all  use 
it,  and  maybe  not.  The  question  is,  why 
do  you  wish  to  be  in  the  vanguard?  The 
home  and  family  is  not  strengthened  by 
women  who  wish  to  hide  their  marital 
status  in  anonymity. 

“Playboy”  magazine  might  like  to  be 
“with  it,”  but  the  Uhited  Methodist 
Reporter  would  do  well  to  be  suspect  un¬ 
til  we  have  more  solid  moral  value 
behind  this  term.  „  „  _ 

James  S.  McDonald 
Coral  Gables,  Florida 

It  is  ' slovenly ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I,  too,  dislike  the  use  of  “Ms.”  I  sup¬ 
pose  it  will  have  to  be  pronounced  “Miz.” 

I  can  understand  its  use  when  one  does 
not  know  the  marital  status  of  the  person 
involved.  But  I  think  it  is  slovenly.  To 
me,  when  used  by  the  woman  herself,  it 
says,  “Legally,  I  am  Miss,  but  I  am 
ashamed  of  it,  and  I  would  very  much 
like  to  be  Mrs.” 

Ms.  and  chairperson  both  belong 
together.  They  are  silly.  Through  the 
ages  the  masculine  form  of  a  pronoun, 
like  chairman,  has  been  used  to  include 
either  sex  or  both  sexes. 

Some  of  these  women  libbers  are  too 
much  concerned  over  sex,  whether  or  not 
a  woman  is  married,  etc.  If  they  do  not 
like  to  be  called  Miss  and  cannot  be 
called  Mrs.,  let  them  sign  their  names  as 
Mary  Jones,  Yvonne  Smith,  etc. 

Edna  S.  Kelly 

'I  detest  it'  El  Paso,  Texas 
To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  “Ms”  —  I  detest  it.  Without 
a  vowel,  it  is  not  pronounceable  above  a 
whisper.  And,  being  the  abbreviation  of 
nothing,  there  is  not  a  word  to  pronounce 
in  its  stead,  such  as  in  “Mrs.”  Use 
“Mrs."  and  “Miss”  or  no  title  at  all,  just 
the  name,  until  someone  comes  up  with  a 
better  syllable.  Use  it  in  print  only  if  the 
woman  specifically  requests  it. 

Stella  Ebersole 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  sorry  to  see  that  Bud  Herron’s  ar¬ 
ticle  on  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
guidelines  on  intercountry  adoption 
(TM/UMR,  April  30)  was  misunderstood 
by  some  of  the  readers  as  reflected  in  the 
letters  of  May  21.  Perhaps  the  fact  that 
the  complete  title  of  the  guidelines  was 
not  printed  contributed  to  the  mis¬ 
understanding.  The  title  is:  “Suggested 
Guidelines  on  Care  of  Children  During 
Time  of  War  or  Natural  Disaster.” 

These  guidlines  were  not  an  attempt  to 
institute  racism  within  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  by  forbidding  inter¬ 
racial  adoptions,  but  they  were  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  protect  children  and  families  in 
countries  which  are  weakened  by  war  or 
disaster.  The  guidelines  were  to  en¬ 
courage  the  church  during  these  crisis 
periods  not  to  take  the  children  away 
from  their  natural  families,  but  assist  the 
children  within  their  natural  families 
wherever  possible.  This  calls  for  an  even 
greater  commitment  of  love  —  the  ability 
to  give  even  when  you  do  not  personally 
benefit  from  the  giving  by  having 
another  child  in  your  home. 

If  the  church  only  offers  intercountry 
adoption  rather  than  family  assistance 
programs,  during  time  of  disaster  an  in¬ 
digenous  family  will  often  give  the  child 
away  because  that  is  the  only  option  open 
to  them.  We  are  now  in  this  country  see¬ 
ing  the  sad  situation  of  Vietnamese 
mothers  who  gave  up  their  children 
because  they  were  not  helped  to  feed 
them  within  the  family,  now  trying  to 
reclaim  these  children  from  reluctant 
American  families. 

The  racism  within  the  adoption  ques¬ 
tion  lies  in  the  fact  that  we  brought  to  this 
country  over  two  thousand  Vietnamese 
children  (many  of  whom  had  extended 
families  who  would  have  liked  to  keep  the 
children)  while  there  are  still  over 
100,000  American  children  who  are  in 
need  of  adoption  but  are  the  wrong  color 
or  the  wrong  age. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  more 
thorough  discussion  of  the  issues  behind 
the  adopted  guidelines  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  writing  to  the  Division  of  Health 
and  Welfare  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  request  the  background 
paper  which  accompanied  the  guidelines 
entitled,  “Intercountry  Adoption  During 
Time  of  War  or  Natural  Disaster,  a 
Background  Paper.” 

Doug  Hostetter 

New  York,  New  York 

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mr.  Hostetter  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  “Ad  Hoc  Task  Force  on 
Children.) 

Writer's  farming 
knowledge  lacking 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  life  long  Methodist,  but 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  some  of 
its  spokesmen  areadvocating  things  with 
which  I  cannot  agree. 


In  the  May  28  issue,  Ralph  Cox  writes 
about  helping  world  hunger.  Yes,  we  are 
a  wasteful  people.  Yes,  the  highways  are 
eating  up  farmland.  So  are  the  suburbs. 
But  when  it  comes  to  that  hocus-pocus 
about  raising  grain  instead  of  beef,  Mr. 
Cox  probably  doesn’t  know  enough  about 
farming  to  tell  the  differences  between 
Charolais  and  Swiss  Chard. 

Our  soil  conservationists  tell  us  we  are 
plowing  land  that  should  be  in  grass, 
thereby  silting  our  streams.  Farmers 
have  always  returned  waste  matter  to 
the  soil,  and  now  the  CPA  is  raising  cain 
about  that.  And  it  has  not  been 
demonstrated  that  naturally  grown  food 
is  any  better  than  that  grown  with  arti- 
fical  fertilizer. 

The  most  sensible  suggestion  Mr.  Cox 
made  was  to  take  land  out  of  tobacco 
( and  maybe  put  it  in  grass  to  grow  beef) . 

Thomas  J.  Glendinning 
Center,  Missouri 
Moral  issues  about 
nuclear  plants  raised 
To  the  Editor: 

I  wonder  how  many  Methodists  are 
aware  of  the  moral  issues  concerning  the 
proliferation  of  nuclear  power  plants;  of 
the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 
study  of  potential  sites  in  the  United 
States  where  it  would  be  possible  to  site 
giant  nuclear  energy  centers;  of  the 
billions  of  taxpayer  dollars  being  spent 
for  research  and  development  of  nuclear 
fission  and  nuclear  weapons,  in  com¬ 
parison  with  monies  spent  in  research 
and  development  of  non-polluting  new 
sources  of  energy  and  fossil  fuels? 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA  has  had  a  distinguished 
panel  of  scientists  and  scholars  draw  up 
a  “Statement  of  Concern.”  Study 
material  for  a  proposed  policy  statement 
based  on  this  concern,  in  the  form  of  a 
booklet  entitled  “The  Plutonium 
Economy,”  is  available  from  the  N.C.C. 
(475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y 
10027)  and  is  an  excellent  source  of  in¬ 
formation. 

In  October,  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
drew  up  a  strongly  worded  policy  on 
energy. 

I  urge  everyone,  as  Christians,  to  make 
an  effort  to  become  informed.  The 
material  is  available  —  make  use  of  it. 

Winifred  Veitch 
Waddington,  New  York 
4 Bail  decision  ’  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

Since  when  are  contributions  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  used  for  bail 
money?  (“Movement  leader  vows  to 
repay  bail  money,”  TM/UMR,  May  28). 

I  am  sure  that  Bishop  Thomas  “can’t 
speak  for  the  whole  membership  of  the 
denomination  ...”  I  question  whether  he 
speaks  for  a  majority  of  the  membership 
of  the  Iowa  Conference  which  he  offi- 
daily  represents.  Galen0  Gi)bert 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 
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It' s  a  long  road  from  Islam  to  Christianity  for  Nigerian  pastor 

£  By  PAT  SITES 

Staff  Writer 


§  DALLAS  - 
£  It’s  a  long  way 
!•;  .  from  Oyo,  Ni- 
geria,  to  Dallas, 

Texas.  From 

*  royalty  to  com- 
moner  status. 

£  From  Islam  to 
:jj  Christianity. 

>:  But  it’s  worth 

£  every  mile,  says 
:•!  the  Rev.  Law-  Rev.  Ladigbolu 
:•  rence  S.  Avo  Ladigbolu,  who  has 
travelled  all  those  roads  and  knows. 
The  young  Methodist  minister,  poet 
£  and  student  of  mass  communications 
>:  has  just  won  United  Methodism’s 
prestigious  Stoody  fellowship  for 
£  graduate  study  in  journalism  — 
>:  another  link  in  a  surprising  chain  of 
£  events  which  began  14  years  ago. 

£  At  that  time,  Ayo,  “Joy  of  The 

*  Crown”  —  eldest  son  and  heir- 
£  apparent  to  the  chief  of  the  largest 


ruling  family  in  Nigeria  —  became  a 
Christian.  And,  he  says  simply, 
“everything  changed.” 

Today  Mr.  Ladigbolu  is  working 
toward  his  second  master’s  degree  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  here. 
He  graduated  last  year  from  SMU’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

By  June,  1977,  he  hopes  to  be  ready 
for  the  job  ahead:  directing  the 
Methodist  Lay  Training  Institute  in 
Nigeria  and  doing  “whatever  needs 
doing”  for  the  Methodist  Church 
there. 

There’s  a  certain  urgency  about 
getting  back  home  and  getting  on  with 
his  ministry.  But  there’s  no  brooding 
over  past  sacrifices,  neither  the  long 
separation  from  home  and  family  or 
the  relinquishing  of  a  crown. 

“Sacrifice  is  a  part  of  growing,”  he 
told  TM/  UMR  recently.  “One  must 
give  up  something  for  something 
else.” 

In  1962  Lawrence  Ladigbolu  was  a 
school  teacher  and  a  Muslim 


evangelist.  His  future  was  assured,  as 
he  prepared  to  inherit  the  chiefdom  of 
the  Yoruba  tribe  in  West  Nigeria. 

But  then,  through  the  personal 
witness  of  two  Christian  friends,  he 
began  to  “listen  to  the  message  of 
Christianity.”  Already  deeply 
religious,  he  was  not,  he  says, 
“completely  unprepared.  I  had 
studied  the  Old  Testament  as  well  as 
the  Koran.” 

However,  when  he  converted  to 
Christianity  and  gave  up  the  Islamic 
faith,  he  and  his  entire  family  branch 
lost  the  line  of  succession  to  the 
crown,  which  passed  to  his  uncle’s 
family.  “My  parents  understood,”  he 
recalls,  “but  it  was  difficult  for  some 
of  my  other  relatives.” 

Then  began  the  years  of  grooming 
in  his  new-found  faith:  three  years  of 
Bible  School,  four  years  as  a  home 
missionary  for  the  Nigerian  Methodist 
Church  followed  by  seminary  and  a 
pastorate.  Meanwhile  he  was 
fostering  other  skills,  as  poet,  editor  of 


a  Christian  newspaper  and  radio¬ 
television  personality. 

Still  sorting  out  priorities  for  his 
return  to  Nigeria,  Mr.  Ladigbolu  sees 
two  pressing  needs  he  hopes  to  help 
fill:  equipping  more  lay  persons  to 
serve  the  church  and  providing  more 
Christian  communicators  and  com¬ 
munications  resources  for  his 
country. 

“We  need  to  emphasize  ministry  of 
the  laity,  instead  of  seeing  ministers 
as  orators  up  there  saying 
something,”  he  believes.  There  is  a 
great  gulf  between  ministers  and  laity 
now,  he  says,  resulting  even  in  court 
cases.  “People  are  suspicious  of  the 
ministry;  some  feel  they’re  being 
ripped  off.” 

The  Lay  Training  Institute  he  will 
head,  similar  to  United  Methodism’s 
Course  of  Study  for  lay  pastors,  will 
help  bridge  the  gulf,  he  believes. 

He  also  hopes  to  create  a  media 
resources  center  for  Methodism  and 
other  denominations  as  well.  And  he 


will  stress  the  need  for  training  clergy 
and  laypersons  in  communications 
skills.  “Right  now,  many  people  think 
if  you  want  to  be  a  communicator, 
you’re  running  away  from  being  a 
minister.” 

But  that  will  change,  he  says,  with 
strong  support  from  a  newly- 
consecrated  patriarch  of  the  Nigerian 
Methodist  Church  who  believes  in 
special  ministries. 

The  Nigerian  church  is  still 
growing,  reaching  out,  planting 
churches,  but  it  is  strong  and  heavily- 
mission  oriented,  Mr.  Ladigbolu 
maintains.  He  points  with  pride  to  a 
Wesley  Guild  Hospital,  a  leper  coiony, 
a  health  center  which  also  provides 
Wycliffe  translators  to  cope  with  the 
200  Nigerian  dialects,  and  a  Faith  and 
Farm  project  which  trains  rural 
Christians  in  modern  farming 
methods. 

Strongly  evangelistic,  he  finds  it 
harder  to  witness  in  the  United  States 
than  in  his  own  country.  “I’ve  met 


more  non-believers  here  than  in  £ 
Nigeria.  So  many  people  seem  to  have 
been  either  turned  off  by  the  church  or 
they  just  aren’t  listening.”  At  home,  *:• 
he  says,  both  family  and  society  still  X 
uphold  traditional  religious  beliefs,  £ 
“It  is  perhaps  still  easier  there  to  £ 
speak  with  authority  and  say  ‘Thus 
saith  the  Lord.’  ”  y 

Mr.  Ladigbolu  is  the  first  person  £ 
from  outside  the  United  States  to 
receive  the  Ralph  Stoody  fellowship  v 
(named  for  a  former  director  of  X 
United  Methodist  Communications).  £ 
The  past  few  years  he  has  also  £ 
received  scholarship  aid  from  four  £ 
congregations  in  Texas  —  Petersburg,  £ 
Dimmitt,  Abernathy  and  Olton  United  £ 
Methodist  Churches  —  through  the  £ 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  “Our  $ 
church  has  found  him  totally  >• 
fascinating,”  says  the  Rev.  Lee  X 
Crouch,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  £ 
Petersburg.  “We  believe  he  will  be  a  £ 
key  man  in  the  Christian  work  of 
Nigeria.”  $ 


Candidates  at  prayer 

President  Gerald  Ford  joins  hands  with  the  Rev.  Jess  Moody 
[top  photo,]  a  Baptist  minister  and  evangelist  from  West  Palm 
Beach,  Fla.,  to  pray  for  the  nation  during  a  conference  of 
evangelicals  held  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  right  photo. 
Democratic  presidential  hopeful  Jimmy  Carter  and  the  Rev. 
T.  Garrott  Benjamin  of  the  Second  Christian  Church. 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  hold  hands  and  pray  during  a  service  which 
Mr.  Carter  attended  at  the  church.  Religious  News  Service  Photos 


Conferences  and  local  churches 
ready  Bicentennial  celebrations 


Scholars  analyze  faith,  politics 

Discuss  presidential  candidates’  spiritual  report  cards 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  An  Episcopal 
priest,  a  Roman  Catholic  lay  theologian 
and  a  Southern  Baptist  executive  tackled 
the  problems  involved  in  analyzing  the 
religious  beliefs  of  Presidential  can¬ 
didates  in  a  forum  on  the  NBC-TV  Today 
show  here  last  month. 

Father  Malcolm  Boyd,  Dr.  Michael 
Novak  and  Dr.  Foy  Valentine  offered 
contrasting  views  on  the  relationship 
between  faith  and  politics  in  their  con¬ 
versation  with  Jim  Hartz  of  the  Today 
show. 

Father  Boyd,  who  was  described  by 
Mr.  Hartz  as  “a  somewhat  unorthodox 
Episcopal  priest  and  writer,”  said  he  did 
not  want  politicians  to  write  “their  own 
spiritual  report  cards.” 

He  suggested  that  “the  really  decent 
religious  man  might  be  the  one  who 
didn’t  give  himself  an  ‘A’  on  his  spiritual 
report  card.” 

The  Episcopal  priest  also  warned 
against  moving  “from  a  sovereign 
President  to  a  messiah  President.”  He 
called  for  “caution  and  restraint  and 
respect  for  each  other,"  and  added,  “I 
don’t  really  want  exploitation  and 
manipulation  of  deep  emotional  feeling  in 
religion,  particularly  by  television, 
which  is  a  very  powerful  emotional 
medium  that  we  ought  to  understand.” 

Dr.  Novak  said  he  felt  the  emphasis  on 
candidate  Jimmy  Carter’s  religious 
beliefs  is  “a  very  important 
cultural  matter.”  He  saw  in  other  people 
“a  reaction  to  Jimmy  Carter  very  much 
like  my  own  reaction  some  years  ago  to 
Jack  Kennedy  as  a  Catholic.” 

The  theologian  commented  that  as  a 
candidate,  Mr.  Kennedy  “was  coming 
from  a  different  part  of  American  culture 
to  embody  the  main  symbols  of  the 

‘Dr.  Cully  on  target’ 


nation,”  and  asserted  that  the  election  of 
a  Catholic  to  the  Presidency  was  “an 
extraordinary  emotional  matter.” 

Dr.  Valentine,  who  is  executive 
secretary  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission,  asserted  that 
the  First  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 
establishes  “that  cogs  of  the  church 
ought  not  to  engage  the  gears  of  the  state, 
and  vice  versa.” 

This,  he  said,  “does  not  mean  that 
religion  and  politics  ought  not  to  mix.” 
He  declared  that  “we  saw  a  sinister  and 
cynical  manipulation  of  religious  sym¬ 
bols  under  the  previous  administration. 
That  we  can  and  should  and  must 
reject.” 

Although  Dr.  Valentine  criticized  what 
he  described  as  “manipulation  that  can 
come  through  political  prayer  breakfasts 
and  White  House  worship  services,”  he 
said  there  is  a  great  need  for  “a  sense  of 
justice  and  righteousness,  goodness  and 
integrity.” 

The  Southern  Baptist  executive  noted 
that  these  qualities  “can  be  com¬ 
municated  by  a  Jew,  or  by  a  Mormon,  or 
by  an  Episcopalian,  Baptist,”  or  others. 
He  suggested  that  they  be  communicated 
“not  as  a  tool  either  to  get  elected  or  to 
manipulate  people  after  elections,  but  to 
recover  some  of  the  values  without  which 
this  nation  will  perish.” 

Father  Boyd  said  that  public  ex¬ 
pressions  of  religious  beliefs  by 
politicians  could  be  “quite  honest.”  But 
he  cautioned  that  the  use  of  such  terms  as 
“God”  or  “Christ”  might  trigger  dif¬ 
ferent  interpretations  among  persons  in 
what  he  described  as  today’s 
“fragmentation  church.” 

Dr.  Novak  and  Dr.  Valentine  disagreed 
with  Father  Boyd  on  this  point.  The 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Dr.  Iris  Cully  is  right  on  target  in 
calling  church  schools  to  adjust  their 
programs  to  current  American  realities, 
say  four  United  Methodists  deeply 
engaged  in  the  local  church  ministry  of 
education.  (See  related  story  this  page.) 

Asked  to  respond  to  the  news  release  on 
Dr.  Cully’s  speech  about  the  future  of  the 
church  school,  they  agreed  with  her 
proposals  that  the  educational  ministry 
is  a  vital  part  of  the  whole  church. 

“I  think  we  must  make  some  real  shifts 
in  strategy,”  said  the  Rev.  Wilson  A. 
Shearer  of  Hagerstown,  Md.  Recently 
appointed  a  district  superintendent  in  the 
Baltimore  Conference  and  previously 
pastor  at  Otterbein  UMC  in  Hagerstown, 
he  said  “we  are  recognizing  that  we 
simply  cannot  continue  to  do  what  we 
have  always  done,  only  better.  Dr. 
Cully’s  suggestions  are  definitely  on  the 
right  track.” 

Mrs.  Lucille  Burkhalter,  El  Paso,  Tex., 
agreed.  “Dr.  Cully’s  remarks  are 
practical.  Why  shouldn’t  adults  meet  for 
church  business  over  coffee  Sunday 
morning  without  feeling  guilty?  Many 
persons  dislike  the  small  group  class  that 
we  have  promoted  for  so  long.”  Mrs. 
Burkhalter  has  been  Christian  education 
director  at  Grace  UMC  for  almost  10 
years. 

Ms.  Shizue  Yoshima  sees  a  couple  of 
problems  and  one  bright  spot  in  the 


Roman  Catholic  theologian  declared  that 
“people  are  willing  to  try  to  understand 
other  people’s  words.  They  know  there 
are  different  meanings.”  And  the 
Southern  Baptist  executive  maintained 
that  “we  are  not  morally  fragmented  in 
this  country.” 

Father  Boyd  emphasized  that  he 
wanted  to  keep  church  and  state  “really 
separate,  because  I  don’t  want  to^tifle  a 
prophetic  voice.”  But  Dr.  Valentine 
responded  that  church-state  separation 
“does  not  require  that  any  one  of  these 
candidates  separate  his  moral  and  even 
his  religious  convictions  from  his  public 
life.”  Father  Boyd  said  he  agreed  with 
that  point. 

Dr.  Novak  stressed  that  thdre  is  always 
manipulation  through  the  use  of  religion 
where  politics  is  concerned.  Father  Boyd 
agreed  that  “we’re  all  involved  in  it,” 
and  added  that  there  is  a  particular 
danger  when  the  Presidency  is  involved, 
with  the  possibility  of  having  “court 
chaplains”  installed  as  part  of  an  ad¬ 
ministration’s  public  image. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

A  star-spangled  array  of  United 
Methodist  churches  and  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  jumped  on  the  bandwagon 
as  the  nation’s  Bicentennial  celebration 
moves  toward  a  climax  July  4. 

Spurred  by  a  General  Conference 
resolution  calling  them  to  “remember, 
rejoice,  repent  and  rededicate”  in  the 
Bicentennial  year,  most  are  keying  their 
celebrations  to  the  strong  historic  link 
between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Amid  frequent  reminders  that 
repentance  must  go  hand  in  hand  with 
celebration,  observances  around  the 
denomination  vary  widely. 

Some  are  large  and  formal.  At  last 
Friday’s  rally  at  the  Baltimore  Civic 
Center,  thousands  turned  out  to  hear 
Senator  Mark  Hatfield  address  the 
Baltimore  annual  conference  and  a  2,000- 
voice  massed  choir  sang  the  “Battle 
Hymn  of  the  Republic.” 

Many  are  nostalgic,  with  a  frontier 
camp  meeting  at  Sunday’s  worship 
service,  a  bicycle  parade  on  the  church 
grounds,  or  a  box  social  with  plenty  of 
rousing  homemade  music. 

Some  have  historic  settings.  At  a 
massive  gathering  at  Chautauqua 
Institution,  N.  Y.,  last  Sunday,  more  than 
300  local  churches  in  the  Western  New 
York  conference  celebrated  at  a  day-long 
camp  meeting  like  those  held  at 
Chautauqua  long  ago. 

Some  are  contemporary.  In  the  South¬ 
ern  New  England  conference,  a  200-mile 
hunger  walk  is  slated  to  begin  July  4. 

At  least  one  celebration  will  not  take 
place  by  July  Fourth:  the  South  Georgia 
annual  conference  will  key  its  ob¬ 
servance  in  December  to  a  reenactment 
of  the  historic  Christmas  Conference  of 
1784. 

As  Bicentennial  events  go  into  full 
swing,  at  least  one  United  Methodist 
bishop  has  reminded  the  church  that  it 
must  also  use  the  occasion  to  “pay  the 
price  of  repentance”  and  reorder  some 
priorities.  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews 
warned  the  assembled  Peninsula  con¬ 
ference  that  it’s  the  church’s  job  to  see 


Prof  says  Sunday  schools 
have  a  future,  if  .  .  . 


Four  UMs  agree  with  educator 


church’s  Christian  education  ministry. 
Church  school  superintendent  at  Wesley 
UMC,  San  Jose,  Calif.,  and  a  consultant 
to  public  education,  Ms.  Yoshima  thinks 
the  church  school  must  be  “more 
relevant”  because  the  religious  factor  is 
missing  so  often  in  public  education. 

She  is  also  disturbed  that  United 
Methodist  curriculum  is  not  geared  for 
the  ethnic  child.  “The  language  and 
illustrations  are  middle  class  white.  The 
church  should  concern  itself  with  all  its 
constituents,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Yoshima  is  delighted,  though,  with 
the  results  of  team  teaching  in  her 
church  and  echoes  Dr.  Cully’s  en¬ 
dorsement  of  that  method  of  teaching. 

A  teacher  of  young  adults  in  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn.,  agrees  with  the  idea  of 
making  each  Sunday's  lesson  complete  in 
itself.  Mrs.  Jean  Troy  of  Trinity- 
Woodbine  UMC,  said  that  “our  present 
lifestyle  says  no  one  is  going  to  be  present 
through  every  session.  But  I  realize  the 
real  problem  is  that  one  hour  on  Sunday 
morning  is  simply  not  enough  time.’’ 

Asked  how  churches  might  incorporate 
some  of  Dr.  Cully’s  ideas,  Mrs. 
Burkhalter  suggested  “the  education 
work  area  might  talk  through  the  ideas 
for  their  church.  An  intergenerational 
class  might  help  make  the  changes.  Such 
classes  of  persons  junior  high  age 
through  senior  citizen  often  are  more 
open  to  change.  We  have  found  them 
quite  creative  in  our  church.” 


LEXINGTON,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  Sunday 
schools  have  a  future  —  if  those  who  run 
them  adjust  their  programs  to  current 
American  realities. 

So  predicted  Dr.  Iris  Cully  in  an  ad¬ 
dress  prepared  for  a  seminar  on  the 
future  of  the  Sunday  school,  at  Lexington 
Theological  Seminary  here.  She  is 
visiting  professor  of  religious  education 
at  the  seminary,  and  author  of  “New  Life 
for  Your  Sunday  School.” 

For  the  adults  who  bring  their  children 
to  Sunday  school,  Dr.  Cully  suggests, 
there  should  be  a  creative  use  of  the 
Sunday  school  hour  for  those  who  may 
not  want  to  join  adult  classes. 

“The  Sunday  school  must  move  beyond 
the  idea  of  classes.  More  people  should  be 
using  their  talents  as  occasional  resource 
persons  in  classes  for  children  and  youth. 
Others  could  be  helping  teach  on  a 
short  term  basis,”  she  said. 

“People  should  feel  free  to  hold 
committee  meetings  at  this  time.  Why 
divide  families  for  endless  evenings  of 
weekday  meetings?  Some  might  just 
want  to  talk  over  coffee  in  the  kitchen  — 
without  feeling  guilty  and  useless." 

Because  of  the  “automobile  culture,” 
Dr.  Cully  says,  Sunday  school  planners 
should  not  be  surprised  that  pupils, 
families  and  teachers  are  often  away  for 
the  weekend. 

Expecting  this,  they  should  plan  that 
“each  session  . .  be  complete  in  itself,” 
and  “be  sure  that  absentees  do  not  feel 
left  out  when  they  return." 

She  adds,  “Expect  that  teachers  also 
will  go  away.  Plan  on  team  teaching, 
where  several  persons  outline  the  work, 
but  each  teaches  a  three  or  four  weeks 
unit.” 

Similarly,  she  says,  “Some  find  that 
work  or  family  responsibilities  permit 
them  some  free  Sundays,  but  not  52  in  a 
year.  We  should  be  able  to  understand 
this,  but  for  too  long  a  time  it  has  been 
taken  for  granted  that  to  be  a  Sunday 
school  teacher  meant  making  a  time 
commitment  of  indeterminate  length. 


That  day  is  gone.” 

Dr.  Cully  urges  that  Sunday  schools 
consider  “larger  groups;  and  in  large 
rooms”  because  “small  is  not 
necessarily  better  or  more  personal.  It 
can  be  dispiriting  to  a  teacher  able  to 
work  with  a  larger  group  and  preclude 
the  kind  of  stimulating  interaction 
learners  need.” 

She  adds,  “Rigid  grading  is  a  thing  of 
the  past  ...  We  underuse  the  abilities  of 
people  to  teach  each  other.  Some  high 
school  young  people,  and  some  in  junior 
high  would  enjoy  helping  teachers  and 
would  themselves  learn  as  much  as  they 
might  in  a  class  with  their  peers.” 

Dr.  Cully  raises  the  question  of 
“children  whose  families  do  not  attend 
any  church.”  Sending  a  bus  around  to 
pick  them  up  “can  become  a  sort  of 
impersonal  mass  movement,”  she  says. 
“Who  follows  the  individual  child?  Who 
gets  acquainted  with  families,  seemingly 
indifferent,  who  at  least  do  not  prevent 
children  from  obtaining  religious  in¬ 
struction?” 

Similarly,  she  urges  more  concern 
about  adults  not  part  of  a  traditional 
family  group.  “Is  there  a  place  for  them 
in  the  Sunday  school  .  .  .  Can  you  offer 
them  anything  besides  drawing  them  into 
Sunday  school  teaching?  The  question  is 
pertinent,”  she  adds,  “because  there  are 
more  such  people  every  year.  Young 
people  marry  at  a  later  age;  more  people 
are  divorced;  more  people  do  not 
marry.” 

Finally,  Dr.  Cully  says  the  Sunday 
school  must  be  treated  as  “part  of  the 
whole  church  ...  It  cannot  be  the  one 
avenue  for  the  church’s  education.  It  is 
important,  but  it  is  not  the  whole.  This 
means  that  it  cannot  do  its  own  planning 
as  if  it  were  an  independent  entity.” 

She  concludes  that  the  future  of  the 
Sunday  schools  “rests  on  the  fact  that 
ours  is  a  culture  that  can  afford  at  least 
one  day  of  rest,  and  Sunday  is  such  a  day. 
Its  continuing  effectiveness  lies  in  the 
degree  to  which  it  can  be  flexible  and 
open  to  change.” 


that  the  nation  continues  to  be  under  God. 
The  church  is  “the  guardian  of  meaning, 
value  and  community,”  he  said. 

The  General  Conference  Bicentennial 
resolution,  bowing  to  protests  from 
ethnic  minority  and  other  delegates,  also 
called  United  Methodists  to  be  reminded 
of  the  church’s  “sad  lapses  and  tragic 
failures,”  in  the  midst  of  their 
celebration. 

Citing  America’s  historic  injustices  to 
racial  and  ethnic  minorities  and  women, 
it  concluded  that  “God’s  purposes  for  our 
world  are  yet  to  be  realized,”  and  called 
churchpersons  to  repent  and  make 
amends. 

Meanwhile,  in  an  informal  glance 
around  the  denomination,  TM/  UMR 
spotted  these  celebrations,  among  many 
others,  now  underway: 

Nashville  Interfaith  event 

United  Methodist  Bishop  H.  Ellis 
Finger  Jr.  chaired  what  has  been  called 
the  most  extensive  interfaith  event  in 
Nashville  history  May  30,  when 
representatives  of  every  faith  in  the  city 
participated  in  a  Bicentennial  Religious 
Celebration. 

Music,  prayer  and  drama  from  across 
the  breadth  of  American  religious 
heritage  greeted  a  large  gathering  of 
Nashville  citizens  under  the  theme, 
“Development  of  Religious  Freedom 
in  the  United  States.” 

Intergeneration  setting  used 

Families  at  Cypress  (Tex.)  UMC 
learned  together  about  “Our  American 
Heritage  Told  in  Flags”  at  a  first  session 
of  their  summertime  intergenerational 
program.  All  ages  got  together  for  a  flag 
ceremony,  special  interest  areas,  and  the 
making  of  murals  depicting  historic 
events. 

This  Sunday’s  intergenerational  set¬ 
ting  will  feature  a  program  on  the 
frontier  camp  meeting  and  old-time 
religion\  followed  by  “that  old  favorite, 
dinner-on-the-grounds .  ’  ’ 

All-day  celebration  held 

It  was  Bicentennial  Sunday  all  day  long 
recently  for  members  of  Lakewood  UMC, 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  From  morning 
worship  services  to  a  mid-afternoon 
production  of  “Let  George  Do  It”  by  the 
Wesley  Singers,  to  costume  contests, 
games,  movies,  band  concert  and  picnic 
supper,  Lakewood  church  followed  with 
an  evening  cantata  and  a  community 
sing.  The  whole  affair  was,  in  the  words 
of  one  participant,  “a  grand  and  glorious 
event  in  the  life  of  our  church.” 
“1776”  wins  prize 

A  United  Methodist  chancel  choir 
production  of  the  musical  “1776”  will  be 
an  official  Bicentennial  event  in  Dallas. 

Members  of  First  UMC  there  first 
presented  the  show  in  their  own  sanc¬ 
tuary  in  July  1975,  a  production  which 
won  them  two  “Spirit  of  ’76”  awards 
from  the  Dallas  American  Revolution 
Bicentennial  Committee. 

Now  their  production  has  been  chosen 
as  a  “gift  to  the  people  of  Texas”  by  the 


Texas  Fair  Commission.  It  will  be  given 
July  2,  3  and  4  in  Dallas’  Fair  Park 
bandshell. 

Worship  service  written 

A  Bicentennial  worship  service  in¬ 
tertwining  the  history  of  church  and 
nation  is  now  available  to  interested 
United  Methodist  Churches,  thanks  to 
little  Buffalo  (Mo.)  UMC. 

Using  the  theme  “Shaping  Our 
National  Life,”  the  one-hour  service  was 
originally  researched  and  written  for 
Buffalo  church’s  Laity  Day  service  last 
fall.  However,  as  word  about  it  spread 
and  its  use  as  a  Bicentennial  service  was 
conceived,  the  church  has  responded  to 
more  than  40  requests  for  copies,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Frederick  Zahn, 
pastor. 

The  service  intersperses  historic 
readings  with  litanies,  hymns  and  special 
music. 

Choir  tours 

The  youth  choir  of  First  UMC, 
Brenham,  Tex  ,  has  launched  a  four- 
state  Bicentennial  concert  tour.  The 
young  people  will  sing  in  Colorado, 
Kansas,  and  Oklahoma  before  returning 
to  Texas  later  in  the  summer. 

Walking  for  hunger 

Thirty-five  walkers  will  leave 
Uncasville,  Conn.,  on  the  nation’s  birth¬ 
day  to  begin  a  200-mile,  three-state 
w'alk  for  hunger.  They  hope  to  recruit 
others  as  they  go  along,  in  an  effort  to 
raise  money  for  CROP. 

The  walk  has  been  spearheaded  by 
Uncasville  UMC  to  remind  Americans 
that  “the  American  Revolution  was 
fought  for  the  inalienable  right  of  all 
people  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  Since  adequate  nutrition  is 
essential  to  life,  it  must  be  considered  a 
basic  human  right  ” 

The  Uncasville  church  has  sponsored 
three  20-mile  walks  in  the  past  two  years, 
raising  more  than  $20,000  for  UMCOR, 
UNICEF  and  CROP. 


Bicentennial  issue 

More  than  40  prominent  United 
Methodists  tell  what  the  church  of  the 
future  may  look  like  in  TM/UMR’s 
July  2  Bicentennial  issue.  Watch  for  it 
—  an  unusual  and  exciting  perspec¬ 
tive  of  our  church. 


‘ Discipline ’  to  be 
printed  by  October 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Target 
publication  date'  for  the  *  1976  Urtitfed 
Methodist  “Book  of  Discipline”  has  been 
set  for  October,  according  to  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  officials 
here. 

The  book  is  published  every  four  years 
following  the  General  Conference. 

Considered  a  book  of  church  law,  the 
“Discipline”  includes  guidelines  for 
every  level  of  the  church’s  life  as  well  as 
the  Constitution,  Doctrinal  Statements, 
General  Rules,  and  Social  Principles. 


Bradenton 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It's  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBVRY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Fhone  - 813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  ol  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non 
sectarian  in  its  benefits. 
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11. M.  bishop  claims 
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Belief  in  one  church 
is  mark  of  Christian 


BALTIMORE  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  bishop  told  participants  in  an 
ecumenical  worship  service  here  that  to 
be  a  Christian  is  to  believe  in  one  united 
church. 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington  preached  at  the  service  held 
during  the  188th  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

"To  be  a  Christian  is  to  believe  in  the 
one  church,”  he  said,  "despite  the  fact 
that  ecumenism  is  sometimes  reported  to 
be  the  least  of  our  concerns.” 

The  bishop  cited  South  Africa  as  a 
"shameful”  example  of  Christian 
disunity,  since  it  has  2,500  different 

Rhodesia 
refuses  UM 
missionaries 

NEW'  YORK  (RNS)  —  Two  United 
Methodist  missionaries  who  served  in 
Rhodesia  for  25  years  have  been  refused 
re-entry  into  the  country  after  com¬ 
pleting  a  furlough. 

Dr.  Juel  Nordby,  executive  secretary 
for  Rhodesia  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
said  the  refusal  of  re-entry  to  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Kare  Eriksson  was  unusual 
because  they  held  permanent  residence 
papers. 

Although  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  have  been  refused  re-entry 
to  Rhodesia  on  previous  occasions,  none 
had  permanent  residence  papers. 

The  government  did  not  indicate  a 
reason  for  the  refusal.  Dr.  Nordby 
pointed  out  that  Mr.  Eriksson  had  been 
administrative  assistant  and  “the  closest 
adviser”  to  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  for 
several  years  before  the  black  nationalist 
leader  went  into  exile  in  late  1975. 

According  to  Dr.  Nordby,  Mr.  Eriksson 
has  kept  in  constant  contact  with  political 
prisoners  in  Rhodesia  during  his 
missionary  service.  “There  is  no  doubt 
that  he  has  been  a  personal  strength  to 
the  (nationalist)  leaders  there,”  the 
Global  Ministries  executive  commented. 

Mr.  Eriksson  has  been  blind  for  the 
past  several  years  as  a  result  of  a 
detached  retina,  but  had  continued  his 
work  as  dean  of  Epworth  Theological 
College  in  Salisbury.  After  being  refused 
re-entry  into  Rhodesia,  he  and  his  wife 
returned  to  their  home  in  Oslo,  Norway. 

In  1973  two  United  Methodist 
missionary  couples  who  had  temporary 
residence  permits,  the  Norman 
Thomases  and  the  Larry  Georges,  were 
refused  re-entry.  Last  year  two  other 
United  Methodist  missionaries,  J. 
Morgan  and  Rosalie  Johnson,  wer$ 
deported  from  the  country  because  of  an 
unpublished  political  cartoon  drawn  by 
Mr.  Johnson. 


Afraid  You’re 
Going  Deaf? 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non- 
oj»erating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  of  its  kind  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
answering  this  advertisement. 
Send  for  this  non-oj>erating  model 
to  see  how  tiny  hearing  help  can 
be.  It’s  yours  to  keep.  free.  The 
actual  aid  weighs  less  than  a  third 
of  an  ounce,  and  it’s  all  at  ear 
level,  in  one  unit. 

These  models  are  free,  so  write  for 
yours  now.  Thousands  ha\e  al¬ 
ready  heen  mailed,  so  write  todav 
to  Dept.  4561  Beltone  Electronics 
Corp..  4201  W  .  Victoria  St..  Chi¬ 
cago.  Illinois  60646. 


denominations  with  a  national  population 
of  only  25  million. 

One  mark  of  the  Christian  Church  is  its 
catholic,  universal,  nature.  Bishop 
Mathews  emphasized.  He  declared  that 
“to  be  radically  ecumenical  is  to  care  for 
all,  to  live  for  all  just  as  Jesus  Christ  died 
for  all.” 

To  be  Christian  is  to  be  ecumenical, 
Bishop  Mathews  said,  "for  our  several 
communions  are  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  part  of  the  one,  holy,  catholic  and 
apostolic  church.” 

He  noted  that  some  Christians  are 
disturbed  at  what  seems  to  be  the  slow 
pace  of  church  unity,  but  suggested  that 
“Noah  might  have  complained  of  the 
stench  in  the  ark,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
storm  outside.” 

In  today’s  world.  Bishop  Mathews 
commented,  “multitudes  do  not  know 
that  theirs  is  a  religious  search.  But  we 
do,  for  we  know  the  One  who  came  that 
they  might  have  life,  in  its  fulness.  What 
they  search  for,  we  have,  as  a  gift  of 
God.” 

As  members  of  the  universal  church, 
he  said,  Christians  are  “summoned  for 
an  apostolic  task,  sent  on  mission.’”  The 
United  Methodist  leader  described  this 
as  “a  divine  relay  race:  the  mission 
passed  from  Father,  to  Son,  to  Holy 
Spirit,  to  the  church,  and  then  to  each  one 
of  us.” 

According  to  Bishop  Mathews,  who  has 
served  as  a  missionary  in  India,  the  idea 
that  this  is  an  age  of  destruction  is  based 
on  Hindu  teaching.  He  said  that  the 
Hindu  deity  Kali  was  also  the  goddess  of 
smallpox,  and  pointed  out  that  smallpox 
has  been  eliminated  around  the  world  as 
of  this  year. 

“Kali  is  dead,  but  Jesus  Christ  is  risen 
and  lives  forevermore!”  Bishop 
Mathews  proclaimed. 


W  orld  Service  helps  present  other  African  images 

Images  of  Africa,  on  television  and  in  the  press,  seem  to  reflect  either  struggle  or 
conflict.  Here  are  three  scenes  from  the  church,  however,  that  present  other 
realities.  The  top  photo  shows  a  worship  service  at  St.  John's  Church,  Mufakose 
Township,  Salisbury,  Rhodesia,  where  kneeling  is  an  established  form  of  worship. 
At  left  is  an  engineer  preparing  a  program  for  transmission  over  the  Radio  Voice  of 
the  Gospel,  Christian  broadcasting  station  in  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia.  And  at  left  is 
the  transfer  of  responsibility  in  the  Rhodesian  church  from  missionary  John 
Shryock  who  turns  over  the  treasurer’s  records  to  R.  E.  J.  Chimonyo.  an  African.  All 
three  ministries  are  supported  by  World  Service,  the  basic  United  Methodist 


benevolence  fund. 


Indiana’s  poet  laureate 


PHOTOS  BY  EDWIN  H.  MAYNARD 


People,  poetry  keeps  her  young 


By  MARY  SUE  BEST 

FRANKLIN,  Ind. - 

—  Twelve  years  ago 
Frances  Brown 
Price,  then  nearing 
70-years  of  age,  be¬ 
gan  to  write  poetry. 

Surprisingly,  a 
a  few  of  those 
poems  won  prizes  ^ 

Others  began  to  at-  D  y 
tract  attention  from  9EB& 
editors  who  pub-  Frances  Price 
lished  them.  And  suddenly,  Mrs.  Price 
discovered  her  retirement  years  were 
taking  off  on  an  exciting  new  career  after 
44  years  of  teaching  and  administration. 
She  is  Indiana’s  present  Poet  La  urea  t. 

Her  love  affair  with  life  began  early. 
Growing  up  as  a  city  girl,  she  spent  every 
summer  she  could  on  her  grandfather’s 
farm.  She  helped  put  up  the  hay  and 
broke  her  share  of  colts  to  bridle  and 
saddle.  Her  education  at  Oberlin  College 
produced  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  key  and  a 
silver  trophy  as  tennis  champion. 

Frances  Price  enjoyed  her  years 
teaching  English  and  journalism  to  the 
high  school  youth  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  She 
claims  she  learned  to  fly  to  increase  her 
success  as  a  teacher.  The  afternoon 
before  "ground  test”  two  senior  boys 
“gave  me  final  help  on  carburetors.  They 
were  determined  I  should  pass.” 

From  the  day  she  won  her  “private 
pilot  wings,”  her  students,  boys  in 
particular,  were  loyal  followers  through 
even  the  most  difficult  English  assign¬ 
ments. 

And  now  she  says,  “I  am  at  my  desk 
every  morning  by  eight  o'clock,  eager  to 
write  or  re-write.  My  husband,  also  a 
former  Dayton  teacher,  is  an  invaluable 
critic  and  proof  reader.” 

Both  of  the  Prices  are  members  of  the 
Grace  UMC  in  Franklin.  She  is  also  an 
active  lay  speaker.  “No  matter  what  the 
denomination,  the  church  world-wide,  is 
an  enduring  challenge  for  all  of  us  to  live 
better  lives,  to  keep  trying  forever  to 
achieve  spiritually  the  never-quite 
achievable.” 


Rate:  40c  per  ward,  figure  or  Initial  per  insertion 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  far  bllixl  ads 
SIM  per  Insertion. 


Classified 


APPLICATIONS  ARE  INVITED  for  the  position  of 
Associate  Director  of  the  Office  of  the  Black  College 
Fund.  The  position  Involves  working  closely  with  the 
director  In  the  promotion  and  cultivation  of  the  Black 
College  Fund.  This  Includes  conferences  with 
bishops  and  their  cabinets.  ccnsultaUons  with  annual 
conference  council  directors,  assisting  twelve 
colleges  In  the  culUvatlan  of  annual  conferences  and 
other  potential  areas  of  support.  In  addition  the 
associate  director  Is  responsible  for  writing 
promotional  articles  for  publication,  helping  with  the 
preparation  of  a  monthly  newsletter  and  assisting  In 
the  development  of  other  promotional  materials. 
Resumes.  Including  references,  should  be  sent  to: 
Dr.  Fred  E.  Harris.  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville.  Ten¬ 
nessee  37202. 


NEW  YORK  TO  LUXEMBOURG  $450  Round  trip 
Saga  Explorer  18  days  Stockholm.  Oslo.  The  Fjords. 
Copenhagen.  Reykjavik  from  996  Rent-lease  cars, 
campers.  Fly.  drive,  air.  rail,  campers,  tours 
Icelandic  Holy  Land  Charters  earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims 
Tours.  2320  Chimney  Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77027. 
(713  )  782-1601. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 
Qualified  person  may  direct  application  to  Rev. 
Harold  A.  Melzer.  Grace  United  Methodist  Church. 
400  E.  Field  Avenue.  Venice.  Florida.  33595.  (813) 
488-1374. 


PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and  comfort  of 
your  church.  We  specialize  In  permanently  attached 
cushions.  For  Information,  contact:  Randall's 
Upholstery.  408  S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas. 
Phone  (214  )  937-3680. 


WANT  TO  INCREASE  ATTENDANCE?  "Reach  Out 
and  Touch”  Is  an  exciting  enlargement  program  that 
gets  results:  Bible-based  6-week  program  Involves 
everyone  on  an  all-out  project  to  build  Sunday  School 
enrollment.  For  free  brochure,  write:  Dept.  M.  Louis 
Neibauer  Co..  Benson  East.  Jenklntown.  PA  19046. 


DIAMOND  LODGE,  located  close  to  Durango. 
Colorado.  Is  owned  and  operated  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  1320  Main  St..  Houston.  Texas 
77002.  Phone:  (713)  652-2999.  Write  or  phone  for  In¬ 
formation  or  reservations. 


IDEAL  FOR  SMALL  CHURCH:  Allan  model  100 
digital  computer  organ,  36  straight  stops,  2  manual 
AGO  console.  $4500.  (817  )  283-6079. 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordinators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours.  Box  66051S.  Miami  Springs. 
Fla.  33166. 


PLANNING  FOR  PRIORITIES  -  Add  a  planning 
function  to  your  church  without  adding  a  staff 
member.  Particularly  good  for  pastors  with  more 
than  one  church.  For  free  literature  write  to:  Self 
Image  Associates.  Box  421.  Homestead.  Pa.  15120. 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord."  12  cents;  stickers.  "God 
Loves  You,”  3  cents;  plus  postage.  Crosses.  Apex.  N. 
C.  27502. 


Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 
AT  PRIC  ES  YOU 
CAN  AFFORD 

blotters  (Cushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas  740S9 


“As  mind  distinguishes  the  mystery  of 
man 

From  lower  aspirants  in  evolution’s  plan, 
So  also  does  the  longing  need  to  nurture 
soul. 

Seedling  of  divinity  within  the  whole.” 

“No  matter  how  much  pleasure  I  get 
from  poetry,  I  get  more  from  people, 
young  and  old.”  Though  her  hair  is  white, 
her  rapport  with  today’s  young  people 
appears  in  many  poems. 

“I  know  a  lad  —  his  skin  is  black  —  is 
blond  — 

And  opportunity  for  all,  his  goal; 

His  steeled  determination  is  a  bond 
Of  kindly  help  for  those  who  would  be 
whole. 

His  torch,  our  hope!  I  know,  and  we  who 
teach 

All  know  a  lad  —  Dear  God,  extend  his 
reach.” 

Perhaps  this  is  why  the  critic,  Alex 
Jackison,  has  stated  that  he  hates  to 
dispute  history,  but  it  was  Frances 
Brown  Price,  not  Ponce  de  Leon,  who 
discovered  the  Fountain  of  Youth. 

Why  measure  by  age?  She  learned  to 
fly  at  50,  married  at  60,  published  a  book 
of  poetry  “Blue  Flame”  at  70  and 
“Miracle  Windows”  at  80.  She  continues 
writing,  winning,  publishing. 

Her  retirement  success  as  a  lady  of 
letters  rests  partly  on  her  enthusiasm  for 
life  and  her  positive  themes.  She  writes 
of  interesting  experiences  from  world 
travels;  of  personal  relationships,  as  in 
marriage;  of  faith  in  God  and  the  miracle 
of  the  empty  Easter  tomb;  of  the  beauty 
and  magnificence  of  creation. 

Fellowships  awarded 
by  national  agency 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Dempster 
Graduate  Fellowships  have  been 
awarded  by  the  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to  five 
individuals  for  study  during  the  1976-77 
academic  year. 

Named  for  John  Dempster,  19th 
Century  Methodist  preacher  who  helped 
found  three  United  Methodist 
seminaries,  the  fellowships  are  awarded 
annually  to  selected  graduate  students 
who  plan  to  teach  in  seminaries  or  teach 
religion  and  related  subjects  in 
universities  and  colleges.  The  awards 
range  from  a  minimum  of  $3,500  for  a 
single  person  to  a  maximum  of  $4,500  for 
a  married  person,  depending  upon  the 
applicant’s  budget  and  study  plans. 

Receiving  the  1976-77  awards  are: 

The  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Frank,  a 
probationary  member  of  the  Missouri 
East  Conference  who  is  working  toward 
his  Ph  D.  degree  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
Ga. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  David  Forbes,  a 
probationary  member  of  the  South 
Dakota  Annual  Conference  who  is 
working  toward  his  Ph  D.  degree  at 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 

Ms.  Julia  Sheridan  Kinschner  of 
Columbus,  Ohio  and  Nashville.  Tenn., 
who  is  working  toward  her  Ph.D.  degree 
at  Vanderbilt  University,  is  a  member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Rev.  George  Ramsdell  Lucas.  Jr., 
a  probationary  member  of  the  Virginia 
Conference  who  is  working  toward  his 
PhD.  degree  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary.  Evanston,  Ill. 

The  Rev.  Judith  Lynn  Orr,  a 
probationary  member  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference,  is  working 
toward  her  doctorate  at  Claremont 
Graduate  School,  Claremont,  Calif. 


Listed  in  “International  Who’s  Who  In 
Poetry”  since  1970,  Frances  Price’s  most 
recent  honor  came  a  year  ago  when  she 
was  named  “International  Woman  Of 
1975,  With  Laureate  Honors”  by  the 
World  Congress  of  Poets  from  their 
headquarters  in  the  Philippines. 

Expressing  enthusiasm  and  revealing 
talent  through  the  written  word  are  both 
refreshing  to  a  world  she  sees,  of  course, 
as  imperfect,  yet  containing  infinite 
beauty. 

“It  is  exciting  to  say  much  in  a  few 
words  and  to  realize  that  in  poetry,  you 
have  suggested  quite  a  bit  more  about 
life.” 

Mrs.  Best  is  a  free-lance  writer  living 
in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Parts  of  the  two 
poems  quoted  are  from  “Blue  Flame” 
and  “Miracle  Windows,"  books  of  poems 
by  Mrs.  Price  and  used  by  her  per¬ 
mission. 


-Book  Review 


Watergate  zealot 
is  ‘Born  Again’ 

"Born  Again,”  by  Charles  W.  Colson, 
Chosen  Books,  1976,  $8.95. 

By  BART  LANIER  STAFFORD  HI 
Charles  W.  Colson  has  written  a 
revealing  portrait  of  himself  as  the 
Watergate  zealot,  the  White  House 
“hatchet  man,”  the  one  man  who 
believed  steadfastly  that  his  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  in  the  Oval  Office  could 
do  no  wrong,  that  his  President  was  pure 
in  heart  and  stainless  in  motive,  and  was, 
in  fact,  a  pious  knight  jousting  with  the 
forces  of  evil  as  represented  by  Daniel 
Ellsberg,  George  McGovern  and  Jack 
Anderson. 

“Born  Again”  tells  the  story  of  this 
misplaced  loyalty;  it  also  tells  the  story 
of  Colson’s  conversion  to  belief  in  the 
saving  grace  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  change 
was  slow  in  coming,  no  trauma  on  the 
Road  to  Damascus  for  Colson.  Prayer 
groups  in  the  Capitol  basement  played 
their  part,  one-to-one  contacts  with  born- 
again  Christians  helped,  and  the  well- 
wishes  of  thousands  of  ordinary  citizens 
buoyed  him  in  time  of  travail,  in  prison 
and  out  of  it. 

The  Marine  Captain,  the  White  House 
activist,  the  true  believer  in  the  rightness 
of  the  Nixon  cause,  the  man  who  ad¬ 
mitted  that  he  would  walk  over  his 
grandmother  if  it  would  help  to  defeat  the 
Ellsbergs,  McCarthys  and  McGoverns, 
this  man  was  quite  an  unlikely  candidate 
for  conversion  in  many  eyes  —  but  it 
happened.  Conviction  of  guilt,  confession 
of  complicity  and  restitution  were  all 
based  upon  the  need  to  get  right  with  God 
and  man  in  the  name  of  the  forgiving 
Christ.  It  is  all  here,  the  whole  amazing 
story,  uplifting  all  of  us  in  its  loving 
grasp. 

I  approached  this  book  by  Charles 
Colson  with  doubt  and  skepticism;  how 
dare  this  dastardly  man  claim  to  have 
reformed,  how  could  he  invoke  the  name 
of  Christ  as  easily  as  he  had  once  spewed 
forth  invective  against  my  political 
heroes? 

But  the  book  convinced  me.  There  is  a 
new  man  living  in  Charles  Colson’s  body, 
a  prayerful,  mankind-dedicated  man,  a 
kindly  person  now  leading  the  good  fight 
for  prison  reform  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Mr.  Stafford  is  a  United  Methodist, 
free-lance  writer  living  in  El  Paso,  Tex., 
and  has  recently  published  a  book  of 
poems,  “ Too  Many  Sparrows .  ” 
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Alarming  increase  in 
mental  illness  cited 


ANAHEIM,  Calif.  (RNS)  -  An 
Australian  Methodist  minister  who  heads 
a  worldwide  network  of  Christian 
telephone  counseling  services,  declared 
here  that  ‘‘mental  and  emotional 
sickness  has  increased  alarmingly  in 
today’s  world.” 

Dr.  Alan  Walker,  president  and 
founder  of  Life  Line  International,  told 
the  organization’s  fourth  international 
convention,  “The  most  common  human 
problems  are  anxiety,  depression  and 
loneliness.  Millions  of  people  cannot  cope 
with  the  pressures  and  pace  of  a  mass 
society.” 

“The  growing  cities  of  Asia  show  the 
same  forms  of  distress  as  the  cities  of  the 
Western  world,”  he  said. 

The  second  most  common  problem 
found  by  those  who  staff  the  Life  Line 
telephones,  he  continued,  spring  “from 
marriage  and  family  difficulties.” 

“Conflict  between  husbands  and  wives, 
parents  and  children  are  features  of  life 
everywhere,”  Dr.  Walker  said.  “Sex 
problems  have  become  acute  for  many 
with  the  growth  of  moral  permissiveness. 
Pornography  is  creating  a  new  form  of 
addiction,  sex  addiction.” 

Since  its  founding  in  Sydney  in  1963,  the 
Life  Line  president  noted,  the  telephone 
counseling  ministry  has  expanded  to  132 
centers  in  12  countries,  with  10  more 
about  to  open. 

“Life  Line  is  uniquely  and 
unashamedly  Christian  in  its  motivation, 
activity  and  purpose,”  Dr.  Walker  af¬ 
firmed.  “From  the  beginning  it  has 
claimed  that  it  must  be  equipped  to  meet 
the  total  needs  of  men  and  women  who 
are  made  in  the  image  of  God.” 

He  declared  that  “the  time  has  come  to 
explore  in  great  depth  how  a  Christian 
telephone  ministry  operates  in  a  secular 
society.  There  is  great  need  to  see  what  is 
the  relationship  between  professionalism 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  between  the 
techniques  of  psychiatry  and  social  work 
and  the  guidance  and  strength  which 
come  from  the  presence  of  God.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Larson  of  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  heads  the  services  in  the  United 
States,  which  are  known  as  CONTACT 
Teleministries.  A  total  of  71  centers  — 


plus  19  satellite  branches  —  are  operated 
in  23  states. 

In  1975,  the  U.S.  centers  responded  to 
750,000  appeals  for  help,  according  to  Mr. 
Larson.  Calls  are  expected  to  top  one 
million  this  year.  About  10,000  volunteer 
workers,  including  7,600  who  answer  the 
phones,  are  involved  nationally,  he  said. 

Following  the  establishment  of  Dr. 
Walker’s  telephone  counseling  service  in 
1963,  the  former  Methodist  Board  of 
Evangelism  convened  an  ad  hoc  inter¬ 
denominational  steering  committee 
which  in  turn  established  a  Council  of 
Telephone  Ministries.  The  Council  serves 
as  the  accrediting  body  for  local 
telephone  ministries  in  the  U.S.  In  1971, 
“Contact  Teleministries,  U.S.A.” 
became  a  private  corporation  but  con¬ 
tinues  to  receive  funding  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  along  with  support 
from  other  denominations. 


PITTSBURGH  —  “Hello,  may  I  help 
you — ”  Betty  Zbilut,  a  volunteer,  and  the 
Rev.  John  Rickloff,  director,  respond  to  a 
call  for  counseling  at  the  Contact  center 
here.  This  is  one  of  68  U.S.  centers  ac-' 
credited  by  Contact  Teleministries  which 
last  year  received  more  than  750,000  calls 
from  people  reaching  out  for  help. 

PHOTO  BY  ROBERT  STRAWN 


6 Habitat ’  conference  held 


By  ROY  H.  MAY  JR. 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  About  1,500 
delegates  from  116  nations  were  on  hand 
for  the  opening  here  of  the  United 
Nations’  Conference  on  Human  Set¬ 
tlements. 

Called  Habitat,  the  12-day  conference 
will  seek  a  commitment  among  U.N. 
member  countries  to  pledge  that  future 
human  settlements  will  be  places  of 
dignity  and  well-being. 

About  12  church  bodies  have  been 
registered  as  observers  at  the  U.N. 
parley,  among  them,  from  the  United 
States,  United  Methodist  and  United 
Presbyterian  units. 

While  the  governments  of  the  world 
meeting  here  are  debating  the  future  of 
the  world’s  cities  and  towns,  the  Van¬ 
couver  Council  of  Churches  is  striving  to 
make  sure  that  the  spiritual  dimension  of 
human  life  is  not  neglected  by  sponsoring 
an  “Inter-Faith  Forum.” 

A  Council  spokesperson  explained, 
“Our  effort  started  as  a  protest  against  a 
United  Nations  pamphlet  that  presented 
human  problems  only  as  political- 
economic  statistics.  We  felt  that  mankind 
was  more  than  an  animal.  He  has  a  spirit 
also,”  she  said. 

From  that  began  a  truly  ecumenical 
adventure  that  has  bridged  not  only 


different  Christian  denominations,  but 
differences  between  religions  them¬ 
selves. 

Coming  together  in  an  “Inter-Faith 
Forum”  are  nine  religious  groups  in¬ 
cluding,  besides  mainstream 
Christianity  and  Judiasm,  Buddhism, 
Hinduism,  Islam,  Sikhism, 
Zereastranism,  Bahai,  and  Unitarian,  all 
of  the  Vancouver  area. 

According  to  a  statement  by  the  group, 
“Inter-Faith  Habitat  Forum  represents 
different  faiths  and  traditions  and  by 
coming  together  we  attest  to  a  common 
feeling  for  our  spiritual  life.  This  leads  us 
to  a  common  concern  for  each  other,  a 
deeper  understanding  for  our  various 
faiths  and  traditions  and  a  deeper 
respect  for  each  other  as  human  beings. 
In  sharing  our  spiritual  values  and  faiths 
we  are  attempting  to  fulfill  our  mission  to 
one  another." 

“Inter-Faith  Forum”  provides  in¬ 
formation  about  various  special  church 
activities  related  to  the  United  Nations 
conference  and  sponsors  religious  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  delegates  to  the  citizen’s 
Habitat  Forum.  \ 

Mr.  May  is  a  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  serving  in  Bolivia  and  a  member 
of  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference. 


Hawthorn  highlights. 


THE  NATURE  OF  BELIEF 
Elizabeth  Maclaren 

In  this  penetrating  examination 
of  the  meaning  of  religious  faith 
in  today’s  world,  a  theologian 
explores  the  genesis  of  religious 
belief,  what  it  means  to  be  a  be¬ 
liever.  and  how  it  relates  to  the 
rest  of  life.  "A  lucid  and  inviting 
presentation  of  what  can  be  very 
complicated  —  but  important  — 
questions  in  the  philosophy  of 
religion.'  — James  P.  Carse 

Paper,  $3.50 

RELIGIOUS  LANGUAGE 
Peter  Donovan 

This  lucid,  objective  evaluation 
of  the  crucial  role  words  play  in 
the  expression  and  promulga¬ 
tion  of  religious  truths  is  '  a  bal¬ 
anced.  intelligent  and  accurate 
introduction  to  the  deeper  study 
of  the  subject.  —James P.  Carse 
Paper,  $3.50 


GOD  HAS  A 

COMMUNICATION 

PROBLEM 

Creative  Preaching  Today 
Chester  Pennington 

Good  books  on  preaching  have 
been  in  scarce  supply. ..But 
here  is  a  little  book  with  open 
eyes  and  ears  to  the  needs  and 
issues  of  the  modern  pulpit. " 
—Donald  Macleod  $6.95 

at  bookstores 
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Annual  Conference:  a  great  year  ends,  a  great  year  begins 
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Delegates  and 
visitors  to  the  re¬ 
cent  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  termed  it 
another  inspiring, 
successful  event  in 
the  life  of  United 
Methodism  in  Loui¬ 
sian..  .  Enthusiasm 
was  contagious, 
and  the  spirit  of 
Christian  fellow¬ 
ship  was  in  abun¬ 
dance.  On  every 


hand,  progress  was  noted,  and  with  the 
continuing  growth  of  membership,  the  in¬ 
crease  in  giving  of  time  and  talent  and 
resources,  the  future  looks  bright.  The 
passing  of  a  record  budget  and  the 
undergirding  of  Conference  programs 
aimed  at  "caring”  and  "helping,”  and 
the  strengthening  of  the  ongoing  efforts 
of  the  church  emphasized  the  Christian 
spirit  among  our  congregations. 

Separate  stories  of  some  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  activity,  and  pictures,  appear  on 
this  page.  Others  of  equal  importance 
and  interest  will  appear  next  week  and  in 


future  issues  of  this  newspaper.  Ours  is  a 
busy  Conference,  indeed,  and  our  limited 
space  precludes  reporting  everything  at 
once.  Watch  this  page  each  week! 

The  editors  note,  and  express  appre¬ 
ciation  to  all  who  helped  to  gather  this 
information,  who  were  responsible  for 
organizing,  coordinating  and  actually 
taking  all  of  the  pictures. 

A  special  word  of  thanks  to  our  official 
photographers:  the  Revs.  Lael  Jones,  W. 
0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  and  Charles  Humphries.  It 
was  a  job  well  done! 
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Next  Week: 
More  about 

Annual  Conference 
Local  Church  News 


June  211-Juh  I 


Pastor’s  School:  “The 
Pastor  and  His  Parish” 


Dr.  Watts 

"The  Pastor  and  His  Parish"  is  the 
theme  of  the  1976  School,  which  has  the 
“makings”  of  the  best  ever  held.  The 
significant  title,  along  with  a  roster  of 
qualified,  dedicated  leaders  will  bring 
strength  and  inspiration  to  the  ministers 
of  our  Conference. 

Heading  the  faculty  is  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  whose  subject  is  "The  Pastor 
As  The  Chief  Celebrant  In  Worship.” 
Serving  along  with  him  are  the  following 
highly  capable  leaders:  Dr.  David  K. 
Switzer,  “The  Pastor  As  Counselor;"  Dr. 
Ewart  G.  Watts,  "The  Pastor  As  Teacher 
of  Scripture;”  and  Dr.  Edward  Wim¬ 
berly,  "The  Pastor  and  Use  of  Time.” 

The  school  will  open  on  Monday,  June 
28,  at  1:30  P.M.  at  Centenary,  and  will 
close  at  noon  on  Thursday,  July  1.  Along 
with  the  study  sessions,  there  will  be 
regular  worship  periods,  and  much  time 
for  fellowship,  discussion  and  exchange 
of  ideas.  A  Bishop’s  Banquet  is  on  the 
schedule  for  Tuesday,  June  29  at  5:30 
P.M. 

Dr.  David  Switzer,  of  the  faculty,  is 
Counseling  Chaplain  and  Associate 
Professor  of  Pastoral  Care  and  Coun¬ 
seling,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Dallas,  Texas. 

Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts  is  Editor  of  Church 
School  Publications,  Section  on 
Curriculum  Resources,  Board  of 


23  honored  in  service 
of  commemoration 

Twenty-three  deceased  ministers 
and/  or  wives  and  widows  of  ministers  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  were  honored 
at  a  Service  of  Commemoration  held  in 
First  Church,  Shreveport  on  June  1.  The 
service  was  led  by  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield,  with  the  Rev.  J.  Pierce 
McKeithenof  New  Orleans  preaching  thf 
sermon. 

The  following  persons  were  honored  in 
the  memorial  service:  Etienne 
Brouillette,  Dell  Sydney  Durand,  Jr., 
Hubert  A.  Gibbs,  Charles  H.  Green, 
Benjamin  J.  Haynes,  Falcon  L.  Hearne, 
Robert  H.  Hearne,  Robert  H.  Jamieson, 
George  W.  Pomeroy,  and  Thomas  R. 
Wallace,  Jr. 

Also,  Mrs.  Alaric  E.  (Charlie)  Barrett, 
Mrs.  J.  Henry  (Hazel)  Bowdon,  Sr., 
Mrs.  Robet  A.  (Maxie)  Bozeman,  Mrs. 
James  T.  (Lula)  Garrett.  Mrs.  E.C. 
(Hilda)  Gunn,  Mrs.  George  C.  (Corine) 
Hayward,  Mrs.  Aladin  R.  (Eleanor) 
Hoffpauir. 

Also,  Mrs.  H.M.  (Mabel)  Law,  Mrs. 
Albert  S.  (Hattie)  Lutz,  Mrs.  Garfield 
(Mary)  Robinson,  Mrs.  Samuel  J. 
(Mary)  Thomas,  Mrs.  Leland  D. 
(Martha)  Wade,  and  Mrs.  M.R.  (Lucy) 
Walker. 


Dr.  Wimberly 

Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Dr.  Edward  Wimberly  is  Counselor, 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center, 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Housing  for  the  Pastors’  School  will  be 
in  the  Centenary  dormitories,  as  in  prior 
years,  and  participants  are  reminded  to 
bring  their  own  bedding. 

Registration  fee  is  $6  for  pastor,  or  $10 
for  pastor  and  spouse.  (Children  must 
pay  the  same  as  adults  for  room  and 
board.)  There  will  be  a  $4  fee  for  the 
banquet  for  persons  who  are  not  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  school  or  not  living  in  the 
dormitories.  Room  and  board  will  be  $33 
for  pastors  and  $60  for  pastor  and  spouse. 
These  prices  include  registration,  room, 
board,  and  the  banquet.  The  first  meal 
will  be  dinner  at  5:30  P.M.  on  Monday, 
June  28,  with  the  last  meal  is  lunch  on 
July  1. 

Registration  and  room  assignments 
will  take  place  from  10  A.M.  to  12:30  P.M. 
on  June  28  in  James  Hall  Lobby.  Late 
registration  will  be  handled  in  the  R.E. 
Smith  building. 

Cokesbury  Book  Store  Display  will  be 
in  Room  107  of  the  R.E.  Smith  Building. 

If  you  have  not  registered  already, 
your  registration  may  be  sent  to 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Pastor’s 
School,  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104. 
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Help  for 
college  students 

The  United  Methodist  Student  Loan 
Fund  assists  many  qualified  United 
Methodist  students,  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  student  loan  funds  of  its  kind  in 
the  world.  Money  to  maintain  the  Student 
Loan  Fund  is  received  through  an  of¬ 
fering  across  the  church  once  a  year  on 
United  Methodist  Student  Day,  usually 
the  second  Sunday  in  June. 

Any  student  who  is  interested  in 
borrowing  must  meet  the  following 
qualifications:  1)  Be  a  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  2)  Be  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  3)  Be  admitted  to  a 
degree  program  in  an  accredited  college 
in  the  United  States  ;  and  must  maintain 
at  least  a  “C”  average  to  be  eligible  for 
loans. 

Members  in  our  conference  are  urged 
to  give  generously  to  this  Fund  so  that 
our  students  who  need  assistance  may 
benefit. 


Bicentennial  celebration 
and  fiesta  highlights 
Methodist  history 

In  an  evening  punctuated  with  music, 
drama  and  worship,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  paid  tribute  to  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  on  June  2  as  a  part  of  the  program 
of  Annual  Conference.  Dr.  G.  Leon 
Netterville,  Chairperson,  and  Mrs. 
Jimmie  P.  Owen,  Sr.,  Associate  Chair¬ 
person  of  the  Bicentennial  Committee, 
presided. 

During  the  evening  a  Drama  in  two 
acts,  was  presented.  The  first  act  in¬ 
cluded:  The  Unfolding  Drama  -  Our 
People;  The  Development  of  Church 
Structures;  Our  Episcopal  Leaders;  Our 
Institutions;  and  Our  Future  (“Faith  is 
Hope  and  Hope  is  Future”). 

Act  II  centered  on  The  Black  Worship 
Experience  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  choir  of  Wesley  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  was  featured,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Edna  Breaux,  with  Mrs. 
Faye  Barnes  and  Mrs.  Lana  Lathan 
organists,  and  Mrs.  Ernestine  George 
and  Mrs.  Gene  Whitley,  soloists. 

Others  who  took  part  in  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  program  were:  the  Rev.  Lawson 
Lee,  Spanish  American  Ministry, 
Felicity  Church,  New  Orleans;  the  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  Wesley  Foundation 
Director,  Southern  University.  Baton 
Rouge;  Dr.  L.L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  Minister  of 
Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge  and 
member  of  the  general  Board  of 
Discipleship;  Miss  Lena  Verdin,  Dulac 
Community  Center;  and  the  Rev.  W. 
Spiller  Milton,  of  Dulac.  Accompanying 
musicians  were  Alfred  Lucas,  Jr.,  Paul 
Adams,  and  Leroy  Pero. 

The  celebration  was  the  culmination  of 
year  long  planning  by  the  Bicentennial 
Committee  of  the  Conference. 

Conference  endorses 
“right  to  work”  law 

Delegates  to  Annual  Conference 
passed  a  resolution  which  essentially 
endorses  the  movement  for  a  right-to- 
work  law  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Prefacing  the  resolution  was  a 
statement  pointing  up  the  tradition  of  a 
"freedom  loving  people”  of  our  country, 
the  tenets  set  forth  in  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
and  the  consensus  of  the  observed 
feelings  of  the  citizens  of  the  state. 

The  resolution  read,  in  part:  .  .  we 
do  endorse  the  movement  for  a  right- to- 
work  law  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  as 
evidence  of  our  belief  in  every  man’s 
right  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  within  the  framework  of 
Christian  ethics,  that  we  inform  the  state 
legislature  of  our  position,  and  that  we 
urge  every  United  Methodist  in 
Louisiana  to  contact  his  or  her  legislators 
about  the  right-to-work  legislation.” 


It  is  Annual  Retreat 
time  for  United 
Methodist  Men 
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Eloi  Primeaux 

President,  United  Methodist  Men 

The  Annual  Retreat  for  United 
Methodist  Men  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will  be  held  on  the  campus  of 
Louisiana  College  in  Pineville  on  June  26 
and  27,  1976.  The  announcement  has  been 
made  by  Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay 
Leader. 

The  Retreat  is  annually  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist’s  Mens  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  the  Laity  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  under  the  leadership 
of  Eloi  Primeaux,  President  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

The  session  will  be  preceded  by  a 
Training  and  Orientation  meeting  for 
newly  elected  members  of  Conference 
Boards,  and  is  scheduled  to  be  held  at 
First  Church  in  Pineville,  beginning  at 
9:30  A.M.  to  2:30  P.M.  on  Saturday,  June 
26.  The  men  of  the  Conference  are  urged 
to  stay  for  the  Retreat.  t 

The  Conference  will  begin  with 
registration  at  10  A.M.,  at  which  time  Dr. 
W.T.  Handy,  Jr.  will  report  on  the 
General  Conference  and  will  answer 
questions. 

Principal  speaker  of  the  Conference  is 
the  Rev.  Ken  Carter  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Carrollton,  Texas.  He 
will  speak  at  afternoon  and  evening 
sessions  on  June  26,  and  at  a  morning 
session  on  Sunday,  June  27. 

Small  group  sessions  will  be  held  on  a 
number  of  subjects,  including:  The  Holy 
Spirit  and  The  Empowered  Life; 
Evangelism  Explosion  Program; 
Sharing  One’s  Faith;  United  Methodist 
Men,  Singing;  Let’s  Talk  Together;  Lay 
Speaking;  How  to  Lead  an  Effective 
Small  Group;  Young  Adults  in  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Registration  may  be  sent  to  Jack 
Ewing;  P.O.  Box  1161,  Alexandria,  La. 
71301.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to 
the  Men’s  Retreat. 


Bishop's  Message 

Summer  is  here.  What  to  do  with  it?  Five  things. 

(1)  Take  some  time  to  be  alone,  to  think;  to  pray,  to  relax  truly,  without 
having  to  communicate  with  anyone  other  than  yourself  and  God. 

(2)  Respond  to  the  effort  to  secure  pledges  for  the  Lafon  Home.  This  is  our 
beautiful  expression  of  concern  for  those  of  riper  years.  We  have  owned  this 
Home  for  more  than  a  century;  so  when  the  opportunity  comes,  make  your 
pledge. 

(3)  Spend  some  time  concentrating  on  some  element  of  natural  beauty  near 
you:  a  redbird’s  nest,  a  growing  plant,  a  beautiful  old  tree,  a  grassy  meadow. 
Have  courtship  with  something  of  natural  beauty  nearby. 

(4)  Encourage  attendance  at  our  fine  and  growing  youth  camps.  Volunteer 
your  help  to  the  district  superintendent  -  participate  -  maybe  take  a  carload  of 
young  people.  The  camps  have  been  growing.  Keep  them  growing. 

(5)  Place  prayer  more  largely  in  your  daily  schedule,  keeping  it  there  long 
after  summer  is  gone,  making  it  a  part  of  your  daily  experience. 

Let  this  summer  be  one  of  enrichment. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
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United  Methodist  Women 
organized  for  mission 


United  Methodist  Women  are 
organized  for  mission.  Called  by  their 
Conference  President,  Mrs.  Truman  W. 
Ward  of  New  Orleans,  to  convene  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  to 
engage  in  worship,  study  and  action  as  a 
means  of  expanding  their  concepts  of 
mission. 

Mrs.  Ward  has  issued  the  following 
call:  "This  purpose  -  ‘expanding  con¬ 
cepts  of  mission’  describes  the  reality  of 
the  organization.  District  officers,  local 
officers  and  local  women  are  urged  to 
come  to  the  1976  School!  Come  and 
become  a  part  of  this  great  affirmation  of 
missions. 

"As  previously  announced,  the  school 
will  be  divided  into  two  full,  short 
sessions,  enabling  persons  to  come  at 
times  most  appropriate  for  individual 
schedules.  The  mid-week  school  starts  on 
Wednesday  July  14.  and  concludes  at 
noon  on  Friday  July  16.  The  Weekend 
Session  begins  on  Friday  afternoon  and 
continues  through  Sunday  morning  July 
18.  Any  woman  of  the  church,  whether  or 
not  she  is  a  member  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  is  welcome.  Registration  forms 
have  been  sent  to  every  local  unit  of 
UMW.  If  you  plan  to  attend,  make  this 
known  to  your  local  president  im¬ 
mediately. 

"The  Conference  School  of  Christian 
Mission  serves  as  a  means  of  fulfilling 
the  purpose  of  UMW.  It  gives  emphasis 
to  the  world  mission  of  the  church.  It  has 
an  integrated  program  of  missionary 


Twenty-six  receive  ministerial  ordination 


"A  my" 

President.  UMW 

outreach,  Christian  social  action, 
spiritual  growth,  program  planning  and 
promotes  the  total  program  of  United 
Methodist  Women.” 

In  connection  with  the  School,  Mrs. 
Nell  Read,  Dean,  has  announced  that  a 
faculty  of  eight  outstanding  leaders  will 
lead  the  study  groups. 

The  Gospel  of  Mark  will  be  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  John  B.  Freeman  of 
Norman.  Okla.  Leaders  for  The  Nations 
of  Southern  Africa:  Dilemma  for 
Christians,  will  be  Mrs.  J.  Boyd  Tyrrell, 
Richmond,  Va.,  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Lindsay 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  and  Mrs.  Virginia 
Carlton,  Centenary  College. 

Peoples  and  Systems  will  be  conducted 
by  Mrs  Juanita  Ivie,  Baldwin;  Mrs. 
Warren  Blakeman,  Sulphur,  Mrs.  Ruth 
Gilbert.  New  York  City;  and  Mrs.  Lois 
Kohler,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

(More  detailed  information  concerning 
the  leaders  will  be  carried  in  a  future 
issue  of  this  newspaper.) 

Rev.  Edward  Thomas 
named  cabinet  chairman 


Class  received  in  full  connection,  Elders:  (top,  I-r )  Buddy  Jo 
Champion,  Russell  L.  Jones.  Harvey  Bernard  Delery,  Sr., 
Charles  Bryant  Simmons,  John  Charles  Holbert;  (bottom,  l-r) 
Alonzo  James  Campbell,  Sidney  Earl  Irving.  Dorothy  Mae 
McGowen,  Marie  Palmer  Williams. 

Deacons  receiving  ordination  were:  (first  row)  Fred  Bryan 


Wideman,  Cathy  Sue  Carlson.  Theresa  McConnell-Miller, 
Carol  Susan  Winn,  Robert  F.  Marshall;  (second  row )  Charles 
Lloyd  Washington,  Elliott  Ashton  Seymour.  Jr.,  Robert  Don 
Ross,  Jay  Robert  Rogers,  Frank  Coburt  Blackburn;  ( third 
row)  Alan  Douglas  Madden,  Douglas  R.  Foreman,  Stepehn 
Carl  Fleming,  John  Marshall  Downs,  Richard  Olen  Becham, 
III. 


Twenty-six  persons  received 
ministerial  ordination  as  deacons  and 
elders  in  services  held  on  Thursday 
evening.  June  3  in  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  in  connection  with  the 
program  of  Annual  Conference.  The  Rev. 
J.  Chess  Lovem,  Pastor  of  Boston 
Avenue  Church,  Tulsa,  Okla.  preached 
the  Ordination  Service,  which  was 
presided  over  by  Bishop  Crutchfield. 

Those  receiving  the  first  level  of  or¬ 
dination.  deacon,  are:  Richard  Olen 


Beckham,  III,  Frank  Coburt  Blackburn, 
Cathy  Sue  Carlson,  John  Marshall 
Downs,  Stephen  Carl  Fleming,  Douglas 
R.  Foreman. 

Also,  Alan  Douglas  Madden,  Robert  F. 
Marshall.  Theresa  McConnell-Miller, 
Jay  Robert  Rogers,  Robert  Don  Ross, 
Elliott  Ashton  Seymour,  Jr..  Charles 
Lloyd  Washington,  Paul  Lamont  Wesley, 
Carol  Susan  Winn,  and  Fred  Bryan 
Wideman. 

Ten  were  granted  elder's  orders: 


Alonzo  James  Campbell,  Buddy  Joe 
Champion.  Harvey  Bernard  Delery.  Sr., 
John  Charles  Holbert,  Sidney  Earl 
Irving. 

Also,  Russell  L.  Jones,  Dorothy  Mae 
McGowen.  Charles  Bryant  Simmons, 
John  Newman  Williams,  Marie  Palmer 
Williams. 

The  candidates  for  ordination  were 
recommended  by  and  presented  for 
membership  by  The  Board  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  conference. 


Edward  R.  Thomas 

The  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District, 
has  been  named  Chairman  of  the  Cabinet 
for  1976-77.  He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  G.  McDowell  of  the  Lafayette 
District,  who  has  just  completed  his  term 
of  office. 

Reelected  secretary  of  the  Cabinet  is 
the  Rev.  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Lake  Charles 
District. 

The  Alexandria  District  will  be  served 
by  the  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  who  has  been 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Houma  for  the 
past  ten  years. 
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What  are  we  doing  with  God’s  money?  yes  Vou  can  teach  effectively 
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More  than  a  billion  dollars  was  con¬ 
tributed  to  and  spent  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  last  year. 

While  it  could  be  pointed  out  that  even 
a  billion  dollars  in  a  denomination  of 
nearly  ten  million  members  represents  a 
paltry  token  of  giving,  we  cannot  escape 
the  fact  that  receiving  and  disbursing 
that  much  money  is  a  tremendous 
responsibility.  Our  use  of  it  is  a  sacred 
trust  from  God  which  should  be  ap¬ 
proached  seriously  and  prayerfully. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue,  TM/  UMR 
points  out  official  church  statistics  which 
show  that  nearly  80  percent  of  all  the 
money  the  UMC  collects  remains  in  the 
local  churches  where  persons  make  their 
contributions.  And  only  five  percent  ever 
reaches  beyond  the  annual  conference 
and  area  structures  of  the  church. 

Although  such  statistics  are  open  to 
various  interpretations,  and  it  is 
dangerous  to  make  judgments  about  a 
denomination’s  commitment  to  service 
solely  on  the  basis  of  the  geographic 
distribution  of  the  money  it  controls,  we 
feel  that  such  statistics  do  raise  some 
valid  questions: 

•  Is  our  parish  our  world?  Does  our 
denomination  pay  “lip  service”  to  John 
Wesley’s  assertion  that  "the  world  is 
our  parish”  while  in  reality  living  as  if 
“the  parish  is  our  world?" 

We  believe  that  regardless  of  how 
responsibly  funds  are  being  expended  for 
mission  within  local  communities,  the 
denomination  cannot  be  proud  of  statis¬ 
tics  which  show  that  80  percent  of  its 
money  is  being  spent  in  and  for  the  local 
church. 

Mission  begins  at  home,  it  is  true,  but 
unless  we  can  validly  assume  that  80 
percent  of  the  need  in  the  world  can  be 
found  in  the  parishes  of  American  local 
churches,  can  we  maintain  “all  is  well” 
with  a  nationwide  spending  program 
which  places  80  percent  of  the  money 
there? 

•  Is  the  main  purpose  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation  to  perpetuate  itself  as  an  insti¬ 
tution?  Even  if  we  grant  that  it  is 
acceptable  for  our  local  parish  to  be  our 
world,  how  much  local  money  really  is 
being  used  to  reach  out  to  the  commun¬ 
ities  in  which  we  live?  Some  of  it  is,  of 
course,  but  what  percent  of  the  money  we 
spend  is  on  “housekeeping”  within  our 
private  institutional  life? 

Dr.  Lyle  E.  Schaller,  noted  church 
planner,  says  in  his  book  “Parish 
Planning”  that  a  local  church  budget  is  a 
statement  of  belief  which  “identifies  the 
gods  that  are  worshiped  in  that  organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  ranking  of  those  gods  in  that 
organization’s  hierarchy.”  Would  a  list¬ 
ing  of  the  “gods”  in  your  local  church 
budget  show  that  your  church  begins 
with  meeting  its  own  needs  or  with 
meeting  the  needs  of  the  w.orld  that  cries 
;out  around  it?  -  r\.  >.  .  .  ^ 

National  averages  show^that  dearly 
one  out  of  every  three  dollars  spent  in  the 
local  church  goes  to  pay  off  a  building 
debt  or  to  meet  some  other  capital  ex¬ 
penditure.  Another  dollar  goes  to  pay  the 
salary  and  support  of  our  ministers.  The 
remaining  dollar  goes  into  church 

Welcome  Capitol  Hill 
UMC,  Oklahoma  City 

TM/UMR  welcomes  Capitol  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Oklahoma 
City  (Oklahoma  Conference)  which 
began  a  local  church  edition  with  the 
June  11  issue.  Capitol  Hill  UMC  joins 
more  than  190  other  local  churches 
around  the  nation  which  receive  local 
church  news  each  week  in  combination 
with  general  church  news  through  edi¬ 
tions  of  TM/UMR. 

The  new  Capitol  Hill  UMC  edition  will 
go  to  390  church  members  there  each 
week. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Oklahoma  City 
we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  TM/UMR  edition  informative, 
and  that  you  will  join  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  “Letters  to 
the  Editor." 
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program,  pays  utility  bills,  buys  sup¬ 
plies.  etc. 

It  is  impossible  to  determine  —  in 
terms  of  the  whole  denomination  —  just 
how  much  of  those  salaries,  bills  and 
programs  actually  go  to  local  outreach 
and  ministry,  and  how  much  to  institu¬ 
tional  maintenance.  Yet  in  each  local 
church  a  part  of  the  answer  can  be  found 
if  we  will  force  ourselves  to  examine  how 
much  is  being  spent  on  ministry  by 
ourselves,  to  ourselves,  and  for  our¬ 
selves. 

If  in  answering  that  question  we  find 
too  much  is  being  spent  at  home,  on 
ourselves,  how  do  we  change  that  fact? 

Such  a  reversal  will  not  take  place 
through  an  act  of  General  Conference  or 
through  greater  apportionments  to 
national  church  agencies  —  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  share  the  guilt  of  self-service 
in  some  of  their  programs.  Where  is  the 
answer  found?  Two  places: 

(1)  In  the  budget  setting  of  the  local 


churches.  Each  local  church  must  take 
the  initiative  to  examine  its  own  budget 
and  determine  if  its  program  is  in 
balance.  How  much  is  being  spent  on 
outreach  to  the  world  outside  of  its  walls 
—  at  home  and  around  the  world?  How 
does  that  compare  with  what  is  being 
spent  to  minister  to  its  own  members  and 
their  needs?  * 

(2)  In  the  heart  of  the  individual 
member.  How  much  do  we  really  care 
individually  and  as  a  body  about  the 
needs  and  demands  of  the  world  we  live 
in?  Are  we  willing  to  deny  ourselves  in 
order  to  pick  up  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  follow  him?  Or  do  we  "get  ours”  first 
and  share  from  our  leftovers? 

Only  each  local  church  can  find  the 
answer  in  the  first  situation.  Only  each  of 
us  individually  can  find  it  in  the  second. 
Together,  changes  can  be  made  which 
will  say  to  God  and  to  the  world  “we  do 
only  operate  a  church,  we  are  the 
church.” 


Bring  July  4  ‘fireworks’  into  the  church 


By  GERRI  HEARN 

“I  could  never  be  as  good  a  teacher  as 
you,"  Linda  protested.  “After  all,  you’re 
a  minister’s  wife.” 

Yes.  some  persons  consider  me  an 
effective  teacher;  but  I  didn’t  become 
one  by  the  recital  of  marriage  vows.  I 
learned.  So  can  you. 

The  first*pkill  you  need  to  learn  is  how 
to  ask  questions.  During  my  years  as  a 
minister’s;  wife,  I  have  observed  that 
many  church  school  teachers  are  asking 
the  wrorijz;  questions  of  the  wrong  per¬ 
sons.  Begin  your  questions  with  yourself. 

What  questions  should  the  teacher  of  a 
dwindling  class  ask  of  himself? 

Why  don’t  people  come? 

We  hear  many  excuses  for  poor  at¬ 
tendance  —  the  literature,  the  preacher, 
the  parents,  and  ad  infinitum.  If  you  will 
abandon  the  well-trodden  path  of  excuses 
and  view  the  situation  objectively,  you 
may  find  that  the  reason  is  —  you. 

In  one  class,  the  teacher  “taught”  by 
having  the  middle-aged  members  take 


turns  reading  from  the  quarterly.  After  a 
discussion  of  “How  can  we  increase  our 
attendance?”  one  frustrated  member 
said.  “Well,  I  know  why  people  don’t 
come.  I  don’t  have  to  get  all  dressed  up, 
get  my  car  out  of  the  garage,  and  sit  in 
this  classroom  for  an  hour  in  order  to 
read  a  few  pages  from  this  quarterly!” 

Yet,  this  teacher  seemingly  never 
considered  any  other  way  of  teaching. 

After  more  years  than  I  care  to  reveal 
of  teaching  and  being  taught,  I  stand  on 
this  conclusion:  THE  TEACHER  IS 
RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  SUCCESS  OR 
FAILURE  OF  HIS  CLASS.  A  willingness 
to  accept  this  responsibility  indicates 
your  integrity  as  a  teacher.  If  you  accept 
the  acclaim  when  your  class  flourishes, 
you  must  bear  the  blame  when  it  withers. 

Acceptance  of  your  responsibility 
opens  you  to  the  next  question :  How  can  I 
be  a  better  teacher? 

The  first  disciples  asked,  “Lord,  teach 
us  to  pray.”  The  teacher  who  wants  to 
uplift  and  improve  his  teaching  would  do 


It  is  an  altogether  fitting  coincidence 
that  our  nation's  200th  anniversary  will 
fall  on  a  Sunday. 

From  the  beginning,  religion  — 
especially  Christianity  —  has  been  an 
important  force  in  shaping  policies  and 
attitudes  within  our  nation. 

With  the  increasing  secularization  of 
American  life  and  values  today,  it  might 
be  tempting  for  local  churches  to  resign 
themselves  to  reduced  attendance  on 
July  4,  1976,  while  persons  celebrate  the 
bicentennial  elsewhere.  But  taking  this 
fatalistic  attitude  would  be  a  tragic 
mistake  given  our  society’s  urgent  need 
to  rediscover  the  meaning  of  dependence 
upon  God. 

There  will  be  no  more  appropriate 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


place  for  individuals  and  families  to 
gather  July  4  than  in  church  —  offering 
thanks  to  God  for  the  many  blessings  our 
nation  enjoys,  and  seeking  His  guidance 
for  the  future  in  a  spirit  of  penitence  and 
humility. 

We  will  no  doubt  be  exposed  to  the 
sound  of  more  fireworks  than  usual  this 
July  4.  We  hope  that  local  churches 
across  the  nation  are  planning  out-of-the- 
ordinary  opportunities  for  their  mem¬ 
bers  to  hear  sparkling  sermons  and  to 
experience  fireworks  of  the  Spirit  on  July  1 
4. 

If  your  congregation  has  not  already 
planned  a  special  bicentennial  ob¬ 
servance  to  attract  members  to  church 
on  July  4,  there  is  still  time. 


I  PONT  KNOW 
WHY  PEOPLE 
KNOCK  OUR 
PASTOR'S 
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NO 
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MY 
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Religious  belief  important  for  president 


To  the  Editor: 

Our  country’s  heritage  is  based  on  the 
religious  beliefs  of  our  founding  fathers 
—  and  I  strongly  agree  with  your  May  28 
editorial  concerning  religious  beliefs 
becoming  a  major  issue  in  this 
presidential  election. 

This  country  needs  a  president  who  has 
a  strong  faith  in  God’s  ability  to  lead  us 
through  our  present  national  and  in-, 
ternational  troubles.  “If  my  people, 
which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall 
humble  themselves,  and  pray,  and  seek 
my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked 
ways,  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven  and 
will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will  heal  their 
land.”  (2  Chronicles  7:14) 

We  need  a  person- in  office  who  can  pull 
the  country  together  through  his  beliefs 
in  God.  Our  Father  has  always  been 
willing  to  raise  up  an  able  leader  from 
amongst  His  people  when  they  looked  to 
Him  in  faith.  Just  as  God  raised  Moses  up 
to  lead  the  Isrealites  to  His  promised 
land.  He  will  provide  such  a  man  to  guide 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

We  need  to  elect  a  man  who  is  strong  in 
his  convictions  and  faith  in  God.  To  find 
this  man,  I  ask  every  person  to  pray  in 
faith  and  to  trust  in  the  Lord,  so  the 
United  States  may  once  again  regain  her 
prestige  in  national  and  world  affairs. 

Marcia  Yeager 
Potomac,  Maryland 
ft  omen,  men  not  equal 
To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  remarks  by 
Richard  and  Jeannine  Gibbens  in  the 
May  28  issue  on  the  subject  of  dealing 
with  America’s  marriage  crisis.  If  they 
believe  that  female  and  male  are  truly 
equal  because  such  equality  comes  from 
Christ’s  teaching  that  “all  persons, 
female  and  male,  are  of  infinite  worth,” 
they  are  leaning  on  a  weak  reed  of  logic. 

God  has  infinite  worth  and  I  have  in¬ 
finite  worth  (as  a  result  of  what  Christ 
did  for  me  on  the  cross),  but  that  doesn’t 
mean  that  God  and  I  are  equal.  It  is  clear 
that  God  is  sovereign  and  I  am  subject. 
Therefore,  infinite  worth  does  not  confer 
automatic  equality  with  all  others  of 
infinite  worth. 

The  Bible  teaches  quite  clearly: 


“Wives,  be  subject  to  your  husbands  as  is 
fitting  in  the  Lord.”  (Colossians  3:18) 

This  passage  means,  I  believe,  exactly 
what  it  says  and  just  might  be  the  for¬ 
mula  society  needs  to  reverse  the  tragic 
trend  toward  an  increasing  divorce  rate. 
It  is  frustrating  to  note  that  the  church 
which  professes  to  live  under  the 
discipline  of  biblical  truth,  has  the  an¬ 
swer  to  a  perplexing  societal  problem  in 
the  palm  of  its  hand  and  then  denies  its 
validity ! 

It  is  important  that  each  of  us 
recognize  the  hand  of  God  in  the  at¬ 
titudes,  actions  and  directions  of  those 
whom  God  has  placed  over  our  lives. 
Surely  the  marriage  relationship  is  j^st. 

such  a  situation.  . 

Jarvis  L.  Spreng 
Naperville,  Illinois 
Cans  are  for  killing 
To  the  Editor: 

I  cannot,  in  good  conscience,  permit 
the  letter  against  gun  control  by  Mrs. 
Jack  Gray  (TM/  UMR,  June  4)  go 
unanswered  lest  she  and  others  get  the 
impression  that  she  speaks  for  me  and  all 
other  Methodists. 

The  primary  function  of  a  gun  is  to  kill, 
the  primary  function  of  an  auto  is  to 
transport  one  or  more  humans  from  one 
point  to  another.  Every  gun  that  is  in 
unauthorized  hands  is  a  threat  to  me  and 
to  those  I  love. 

When  we  work  to  ban  all  handguns 
from  the  general  citizenry,  we  are 
protecting  those  we  cherish.  We  would 
risk  our  lives  to  protect  other  people  from 
flood,  fire  or  natural  catastrophe;  how  is 
it,  then,  that  the  banning  of  handguns  is 
looked  upon  with  such  horror? 

It  is  simply  inconceivable  to  me  how 
alleged  Christians,  dedicated  through 
Christ  to  the  love  of  their  sorriest  neigh¬ 
bor,  can  still  go  around  putting  the  means 
of  death  and  destruction  into  alien  and 
unknowing  hands,  and  then  malign  those 
who  would  remove  handguns  from  these 
same  alien  hands.  To  be  consistent,  they 
should  admit  their  hatred  of  all  humanity 
and  their  unconscious  aim  to  destroy  it 
piecemeal  through  senseless  killing  with 
the  millions  of  handguns  now  permitted 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Hospital  emergency  rooms 
need  the  church  24  hours 


Not  everyone  can  possibly  understand. 
But  I  would  like  to  speak  on  behalf  of  that 
large,  inept  group  of  us  sometimes  so 
handily  categorized  as  “walking 
disasters.” 

As  a  member  of  that  unfortunate  group 
that  is  forever  slicing  their  fingers, 
falling  off  curbs,  stubbing  their  toes  and 
bumping  their  heads  on  low  doors,  I  have 
ended  up  in  hospital  emergency  rooms 
more  times  than  I’d  care  to  reveal. 

My  latest  episode  was  Memorial  Day 
weekend  (we  also  pick  the  worst  times  to 
do  “dumb"  things)  when  I  almost  lost  a 
finger  washing  a  water  glass.  (That  was 
the  second  time  in  less  than  10  months.) 

Naturally,  a  bleeding  finger  was  a 
pretty  low  priority  on  a  holiday  weekend, 
so  I  waited  four  hours  to  get  it  sewed  up. 

I  learned  some  things  while  I  was 
waiting  about  hospital  emergency 
waiting  rooms. 

Parents,  victims,  spouses,  relatives, 
friends  wait  together  in  a  smallish  area 
exuding  their  anxiety  and  fear,  and  their 
worry  for  loved  ones  undergoing  treat¬ 
ment.  Everyone  is  waiting  for  a  word,  a 
message,  or  his  name  to  be  called. 

Two  incidents  particularly  struck  me. 
One  was  a  frail,  old  woman  following  the 
ambulance  stretcher  as  far  as  she  could 
as  her  husband  was  wheeled  into 


Sharon  Mielke 
emergency  care.  Turned  back,  she  was 
directed  to  the  waiting  room. 

Alone,  she  walked  back  and  forth, 
obviously  disoriented  and  distraught. 
There  was  no  one  with  her.  When  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death  was  reported  to  her  about 
two  hours  later,  she  was  still  all  alone. 

The  second  incident  in  that  long  wait 
was  the  death  of  a  two-year  old  Mexican  - 
American  girl.  She  was  hit  by  a  car  and 
all  efforts  to  save  her  life  were  un¬ 
successful.  Arriving  a  little  after  the 
ambulance,  her  hysterical  mother  and 
grandmother,  who  spoke  and  understood 
only  Spanish,  were  ushered  in.  No  one 
could  even  tell  them  the  girl  was  dead 
until  someone  could  be  found  who  spoke 
her  language.  There  was  no  priest  or 
chaplain. 

This  may  not  be  everyone’s  experience 
of  emergency  waiting.  I  hope  not,  but  I 
suspect  similar  scenes  are  repeated 
across  the  country  hour  in  and  hour  out. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  if  there  is  one  place 
on  earth  the  church  should  somehow 
manage  to  be  24  hours  a  day,  it  is  in  those 
waiting  rooms  with  the  anxiety,  the  pain 
and  the  death.  For  the  word  most  needed 
there  is  Christian  love  and  compassion 
for  those  so  alone. 

—  SHARON  MIELKE 


to  roam  freely  and  unchecked  within  our 
population.  But  don’t  tell  me  that  you 
love  people  and  then  sanction  handguns! 
That  I  won’t  buy! 

Bart  Lanier  Stafford 

El  Paso,  Texas 
"Ms'  is  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

I  hasten  in  response  to  the'  May  28 
“Editor’s  Note”  in  TM/  UMR  to  express 
my  view  on  the  policy  of  using  Ms. 

To  the  sentiments  and  expressions  of 
Mrs.  Brady,  I  most  heartily  subscribe, 
and  further  raise  the  question  as  to  why 
the  practices  and  preferences  of  those 
unfortunate  women  unable  to  make 
marriage,  and  heqce  taking  it  out  on  men 
and  children  (for  most  women  “libbers” 
have  little  love  for  children)  are  so  im¬ 
mediately  accepted. 

The  same  goes  for  the  beards  of  the 
younger  clergy,  those  beards  originating 
in  the  free  sex/  filthy  speech  environs  of 
Berkeley  and  satellite  academic  slums. 
Must  the  low  level  always  be  the  criterion 
starting  place? 

Let’s  respect  the  home  and  marriage 
and  ...  the  also  respectable  Christian 
status  of  the  singles  who  want  to  follow 
Jesus  in  the  train  of  many  noble  un¬ 
married  men  and  women  through  the 
ages  of  Christendom. 

Lester  I.  Snyder 

Washington,  Pennsylvania 

Ms'  is  preferable 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  register  a  strong 
preference  for  the  use  of  “Ms.”  to 
designate  all  women  about  whom  you 
report. 

Why  should  women  be  identified  in 
print  according  td  marital  status  while 
men  are  not?  I  consider  my  marital 
status  a  private  matter  which  does  not 
define  me  as  a  person.  '  *  " 

It  seems  to  me  that  proponents  of  the 
titles  “Miss”  and  “Mrs.”  are  the  ones 
who  need  to  justify  this  usage,  not  the 
users  of  the  egalitarian  “Ms.”  What 
useful  purpose  is  served  by  indicating 
whether  a  woman  has  never  been 
married  (“Miss”)  or  has  been  at  some 
point  in  her  life  married  (“Mrs.”)  but 
may  now  be  widowed,  divorced  or 
separated? 

If  the , writer  of  a  story  feels  that  the 
woman’s  marital  status  and  family 
constallation  are  pertinent  to  the  story 
about  her,  then  she  can  conclude  the 
story  as  many  stories  about  men  are: 
“Ms.  Wesley  is  married  to  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Wesley;  they  have  twelve 
children”  or  “Ms.  Annesley  is  married  to 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Wesley  ;  neither  of  them 
chose  to  change  names  at  marriage.’’ 

Many  married  women,  like  Mrs.  Brady 
who  write  to  you  on  the  subject,  dislike 
the  use  of  “Ms.”  She  appealed  to  “family 
life”  to  support  her  preference  for 
designating  married  women  as  “Mrs.”  I 
suggest  that  a  strong  family  life  depends 
on  each  member  taking  responsibility  for 
her/  his  own  faith  and  actions.  The  use  of 
“Ms.”  does  not  threaten  this  respon¬ 
sibility  but  instead  enhances  it.  Women 
must  stand  as  individuals. 

Please  do  not  be  swayed  by  the 
practices  of  other  magazines  and 
newspapers  in  abandoning  “Ms.”  I 
appreciate  your  reporting. 

Jeanne  Devine 

New  Haven,  Connecticut 
Humor  weir  tune 
To  the  Editor: 

Not  meaning  to  be  too  complimentary, 
but  how  refreshing  to  see  in  TM/  UMR  so 
much  writing  with  the  lighter  touch! 

Divinity  is  deadly  serious  business  and 
I  know  that  some  writing  should  be  all 
serious. 

But  don't  take  life  too  seriously,  and 
don’t  take  yourself  too  seriously.  Mr 


Wesley  cautioned  against  “sour 
religion.” 

You  want  to  be  a  better  writer  or  public 
speaker?  One  way  is  “humor.”  Ape 
Shakespeare,  fancy’s  man. 

Remember  the  Texas  pastor  whose 
sermon  subject  on  his  outdoor  bulletin 
board  read:  “How  to  be  Happy  Though 
Married.”  ^ 

William  R.  Gregg 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Conference  actions 
seemed  contradictory 
To  the  Editor: 

I  don’t  know  which  is  the  more  con¬ 
fusing,  the  United  Methodist  Church  or 
the  Federal  Government. 

The  UMC  is  becoming  involved  in’ 
world  politics,  namely  Africa  and  the 
Panama  Canal.  But  at  the  same  time,  the 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  is  being 
denied  a  vote  in  the  General  Conference. 

To  deny  Native  American  Churches  the 
right  to  vote  is  the  most  ridiculous 
regulation  in  the  UMC,  and  decidedly 
unchristian.  I  can’t  for  the  life  of  me  see 
the  basis  of  the  General  Church’s 
decision;  it  is  most  unfair. 

The  second  point  of  concern  I  have  is 
the  refusal  of  the  Program  Curriculum 
Committee  to  present  the  confirmation 
materials  from  “Good  News”  to  the 
General  Conference  for  approval  (TM- 
UMR,  June  4).  There  is  something  wrong 
in  the  church  when  apparent  prejudices 
stand  out  so  plainly.  I  have  the  con¬ 
firmation  materials  from  “Good  News” 
and  I  plan  to  use  them;  they  are  far 
superior  to  anything  the  Program 
Curriculum  Committee  has  been  able  to 
come  up  with. 

R.  Nelson 

Shelbyville,  Tennessee 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General 
Conference  approved  a  constitutional 
amendment  -which,  if  approved  by  the 
UMC’s  Annual  Conferences,  will  provide 
delegates  from  Missionary  Conferences 
the  right  to  vote  at  future  General 
Conferences. 


well  to  begin  here.  Pray  and  meditate 
often.  A  greater  intimacy  with  God  will 
bring  more  of  God’s  wisdom  into  your 
classroom. 

The  next  step  for  more  effective 
teaching  comes  from  Paul’s  advice  to 
young  Timothy,  “Study  to  show  thyself 
approved  unto  God.”  Think  deeply  about 
your  life  and  your  conduct.  We  cannot 
teach  love  while  we  live  hatred.  We 
cannot  teach  forgiveness  if  we  practice 
vindictiveness.  You  must  not  only  study 
to  present  yourself  approved  before  God, 
but  you  must  act  so  that  God  stands 
approved  before  your  class  members. 

We  cannot  represent  God  by  our  own 
virtue.  When  we  submit  to  Jesus,  He 
shows  the  Father  through  us.  He  subtly 
transforms  us  so  that  our  students  see  the 
Father,  not  the  teacher.  A  deepening 
commitment  to  God  on  the  part  of  your 
class  members  will  reveal  that  Christ 
has  walked  in  your  classroom. 

Effective  teaching  includes  many 
techniques  and  methods.  Of  first  im¬ 
portance,  however,  is  the  spirit  of  the 
teacher  as  he  follows  three  Biblical 
guidelines:  Teach  us  to  pray.  Study  to 
show  thyself  approved  unto  God.  Show  us 
the  Father. 

Next,  ask  yourself,  “Do  I  give  enough 
time  to  the  class?” 

Surely,  most  of  us  do  a  better  job  of 
preparation  than  one  teacher.  She 
arrived  at  the  church  fifteen  minutes 
ahead  of  class  and  “prepared”  her  lesson 
while  sitting  in  her  car.  She  had  a  ready 
explanation  for  the  fact  that  only  one 
youth  attended  her  class:  “We  need  a 
new  preacher.” 

Don’t  many  of  us  approach  lesson 
preparation  without  much  more  effort? 
We  settle  down  and  prepare  our  lesson 
while  watching  the  Saturday  Night 
Movie.  Or  we  read  over  the  lesson  while 
the  rest  of  the  family  dresses. 

No  one  who  is  unwilling  to  give  a 
minimum  of  five  hours  a  week  to 
preparation  should  be  teaching  in  the 
church  school.  A  harsh  statement?  Yes, 
and  I  stand  on  it.  Church  school  teaching 
is  a  high  calling  and  a  noble  task.  It 
deserves  more  than  “get-by”  efforts. 

Every  teacher  must  devise  a 
preparation  plan  which  succeeds  for  him. 
Whatever  your  plan,  you  should  begin 
preparation  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Then, 
do  additional  work  each  day.  By 
Saturday,  the  lesson  will  be  so  much  a 
part  of  you  that  you  can  teach  even  if 
your  outline  and  notes  fall  into  the  gar¬ 
bage  disposal  along  with  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  orange  rinds. 

Where  can  I  find  help? 

Theoretically,  the  teacher  looking  for 
help  should  be  able  to  turn  to  the  age 
level  coordinator  and  the  superintendent 
.  of  the  study  program.  Unfortunately,  the 
teacher  often  ends  up  on»His  own. 

Don’t  despair.  Help  is  available.  First, 
turn  to  your  “Planbook.”  One  is 
published  for  each  of  the  three  divisions. 
These  can  be  obtained  free  by  asking 
your  literature  secretary  to  include  them 
in  the  next  order.  “Planbooks”  describe 
the  regular  courses  for  a  full  year, 
alternate  courses,  and  magazines  and 
books  for  the  teacher. 

You  can  find  excellent  books  on 
teaching  at  your  nearest  Cokesbury  Book 
Store  or  in  your  public  library.  Do  not 
ignore  such  magazines  as  “Youth 
Leader,”  “Adult  Leader,”  “The  Church 
School,”  etc. 

You  may  have  felt  that  teaching  is  a 
natural  ability  ;  either  you  have  it  or  you 
don’t.  Take  hope.  If  you  are  willing  to 
study,  to  try  new  procedures,  and  to 
grow,  you  can  learn  to  teach.  Thirty 
minutes  on  Satudeay  evening  won’t  do 
the  job;  but  yes,  you  can  teach  ef¬ 
fectively. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church.  ... _ _  _ 

This  week’s  contributor,  Mrs.  K.  M. 
Hearn,  is  a  member  of  the  WestcliffUMC 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  ( Central  Texas 
Conference). 


Pew  Cushions  from  Cokesbury 

...a  mark  of  distinction  for  today's  church 

Without  being  “looks-conscious,"  a  church  can  be  interested 
in  maintaining  a  certain  degree  of  distinction  and  respectability 
in  its  physical  appearance.  This  applies  even  to  the  pew  cushions. 
For  instance,  look  at  the  pew  cushions  you  now  have.  Are  they 
worn,  soiled,  faded,  frayed,  flat?  If  “yes"  answers  any  of  these 
descriptions,  most  likely  it's  time  to  replace  those  cushions. 

We  here  at  Cokesbury  can  help  you  achieve  your  own  distinctive 
look  in  pew  cushions.  Our  modernized  line  of  pew  cushions 
offers: 

DURABILITY -^cushions  that  are  guaranteed  to  withstand  years- 
of  constant  use 

LONG-LASTING  COMFORT— extra  thick  cushions  resist  depres¬ 
sion  and  insure  comfortable  firmness 
BEAUTY— three  styles  and  a  variety  of  colors  and  fabrics  to 
choose  from 

ECONOMICAL  PRICES  — a  sound  investment  in  a  quality  product 
that  will  bring  years  of  enjoyment  and  carefree 
service 

BUDGET  TERMS  — special  rates  are  available.  Be  sure  to  ask 
about  this  service  when  ordering. 

Find  out  more  about  Cokesbury's  impressive— and  functional- 
pew  cushions.  Write  your  nearest  regional  service  center  for 
complete  information. 

•  Members  of  y.our  congregation  may  be  interested  in  purchas¬ 
ing  pew  cushions  as  MEMORIAL  GIFTS.  Budget  terms  are  avail¬ 
able  for  such  purchases.  Direct  inquiries  to  your  regional  service 
center. 


Cokesbury 
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1 Jesus  is  disguised  as  the  poor 


§  By  ROY  H.  MAY  JR. 

£  VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  —  Famed  Mother  Teresa  of  the 
Calcutta  slums,  speaking  to  more  than  2,000  people  at 
£  Habitat  Forum,  the  citizen’s  conference  paralleling  the 
United  Nations  Conference  on  Human  Settlements  meeting 
;•  here,  told  her  audience,  “You  and  I  will  be  judged  by  what  we 
£  have  been  to  the  poor. 

•:  "Very  often  we  do  not  even  see  the  poor,  but  the  poor  are 

£  our  brothers  and  sisters.  The  poor  are  a  great  people.  The 
poor  enrich  us,”  she  said. 

£  Basing  her  message  on  the  “Parable  of  the  Last 
Judgement”  in  Matthew  25,  she  told  the  international 
£  gathering  that  Jesus  made  himself  the  homeless  one,  the 
£  naked  one,  the  hungry  one,  the  helpless  one. 

£  “Today  Jesus  is  disguised  as  the  poor,”  she  noted. 

Recalling  her  experience  with  the  poorest  of  Calcutta’s 
£  poor,  she  called  upon  Christians  to  “become  one  with 
•j:  Christ  and  put  love  into  action”  by  serving  the  poor.  But,  she 
£  added,  “We  don’t  need  your  pity  and  sympathy.  We  need 
your  love  and  compassion.” 

•:  Responding  to  a  question  from  the  audience  if  one  could 
if  contribute  financially  to  her  worldwide  work,  she  answered, 
£  “Yes,  but  don’t  give  of  your  affluence.  Give  until  it  hurts.” 
£  Mother  Teresa,  honored  by  many  world  governments  and 
£  international  organizations  for  her  contributions  to 
£  humanity,  requires  of  her  Sisters  of  Charity  uncompromising 
ff  commitment  to  poverty  and  chastity,  and  complete 
£  dedication  to  serving  the  poor,  mainly  homeless  children, 
if:  lepers  and  those  found  dying  in  the  streets. 

£  Mr.  May  is  a  United  Methodist  missionary  serving  in  Santa 
fj  Cruz,  Bolivia  and  a  participant  at  the  Vancouver  conference. 
£  PHOTO  BY  ROY  MAY  JR. 


|  Most  money  spent  locally 

|  Analysis  of  UM  figures  shows  where  money  goes 


* The  need  is  so  great  ’ 


United  Methodists  learn  to  care 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Nearly  80  cents  out  of  every  dollar 
United  Methodists  drop  in  the  collection 
plate  goes  to  support  the  program  and 
pay  off  the  debts  of  their  own  local 
church. 

Of  what’s  left,  15  cents  winds  up  in 
district,  annual  conference  and 
jurisdictional  conference  budgets,  The 
remaining  nickel  goes  to  support  church 
programs  throughout  the  United  States 
and  the  world. 

Those  facts  are  drawn  from  a  recent 
analysis  on  “where  the  money  goes”  — 
compiled  by  the  denomination’s  top 
national  finance  agency  and  presented  to 
delegates  as  a  part  of  a  report  at  last 
month’s  General  Conference  in  Portland, 
Oregon.  But  while  the  facts  are  clear,  the 
meaning  of  those  facts  seems  to  be  up  for 
debate. 

Do  such  statistics  say  the  church  is 
“ingrown”  and  more  interested  in 
ministering  to  itself  than  the  rest  of  the 
world?  Or  do  they  reflect  the  living  out  of 
the  old  adage  that  a  church’s  first 
mission  field  is  its  own  backyard? 

TM/  UMR  put  those  basic  questions  to 
several  United  Methodist  ministers 
around  the  country  last  week,  and  in  the 
midst  of  much  disagreement  over  which 
answer  is  closer  to  truth,  found  two 
major  points  of  agreement:  (1)  Most 
local  churches  are  doing  far  less  than 
they  should  and  could  do  to  reach  out  to 
those  in  need  outside  of  their  own 
congregations  and  communities.  (2)  The 
80  cents  that  stays  in  the  local  church 


x?. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

“Is  anybody  there?  Does  anybody 
care?”  The  loneliness  John  Adams  sings 
about  in  the  musical  “1776”  is  still  with 
us  in  1976. 

But  the  answer  now  coming  from  some 
United  Methodist  churches  is  a  rousing 
“I  Care”  —  an  “intensive  care”  program 
structured  for  them  by  the 
denomination's  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“I  Care”  is  a  four-week  course  on  how 
to  care.  It  lays  the  groundwork, 
hopefully,  for  one  or  more  ongoing  caring 

Collection  plate 
brings  surprises 

HOUSTON  (RNS)  -  A  “bingo”  button 
contributed  to  a  United  Methodist 
Church?  Yep  —  and  trading  stamps, 
hairpins,  doorkeys,  and,  once  in  a  great 
yfhile,  a  diamond  ring. 

Counting  the  collection  at  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  here  can  be 
filled  with  surprises.  And  charlotte  Allen, 
filled  with  surprises.  And  Charlotte 
Allen,  who  has  been  counting  change  and 
bills  there  for  22  years,  seldom  has  a  dull 
Sunday. 

A  member  groping  for  cash  at  the  last 
minute  will  include  with  his  contribution 
just  about  everything  in  a  pocket.  For 
this  reason,  Miss  Allen  has  quite  a 
collection  of  foreign  coins  —  17  nations 
represented  —  in  her  office  at  the  church . 

“Christmas  offering  banks”  used  by 
children  can  create  problems,  she  finds. 
One  little  girl  gave  God  her  mother’s 
diamond  ring.  And  a  little  boy,  in  a  fit  of 
generosity,  contributed  his  father’s 
tuxedo  studs. 

Charlotte  Allen  returns  the  items.  She 
also  remembers  them  —  because  all  too 
often  they  wind  up  in  the  collection  plate 
a  few  weeks  later. 

Most  of  the  shirt  buttons  the  con¬ 
gregation’s  financial  secretary  finds 
each  Sunday  actually  have  fallen  into  the 
collection  plate  as  men  bent  to  make 
their  contributions. 


ministries.  It  draws  response,  maintains 
one  pastor,  because  “the  need  for  caring 
is  so  great.” 

Take  Coralville  UMC  in  Iowa,  for 
example,  where  a  few  “I  Care”  small 
groups  in  the  spring  of  1975,  and  seven  or 
eight  more  later,  have  mushroomed  into 
an  ongoing  caring  emphasis  for  the  whole 
congregation. 

“  ‘We  Care’  is  now  our  theme,”  says 
the  Rev.  George  White,  pastor.  “We 
chose  it  for  1976  but  I  suspect  it  will  go 
beyond  that.” 

The  program  involves  participants  — 
in  groups  of  8  to  12  —  in  study  and  ex¬ 
periences  in  showing  Christian  concern 
for  one  or  more  persons.  Then  for  at  least 
a  10-week  period,  members  adopt  and 
live  out  a  caring  ministry  they  have 
agreed  upon:  to  the  elderly,  to  shut-in 
church  members  or  others  who  need 
special  care. 

People  are  eager  for  more  persoqgl 
relationships,  Mr.  White  told  TM/  UMR. 
“It  seems  to  be  human  nature  to  isolate 
and  insulate  ourselves.  We  train  our¬ 
selves  in  other  things,  but  we  fail  to 
realize  that  caring  requires  work,  effort 
and  skills,  too.”  This  kind  of  program,  he 
believes,  makes  caring  more  possible 
and  more  effective. 

Coralville’s  caring  ministries 
regularly  involve  perhaps  100  members 
in  the  450-member  congregation,  which  is 
in  a  highly  transient  university  com¬ 
munity  suburb.  The  ministries  are  broad- 
ranging  and  include: 

•  a  newly -developing  apartment 

ministry; 

•  visitation  teams; 

•  congregational  sharing  of  care 
concerns  during  worship; 

•  a  combined  “I  Care”  unit  with 
counseling  trainees  from  a  nearby 
alcoholism  training  center. 

At  Coralville  Church,  the  first  care 
groups  were  part  of  the  follow-up  phase 
of  a  New  World  Mission.  But  following  an 
“intensive  care”  workshop  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  led  by  Discipleship’s  Small 
Group  Ministries  director  Rev.  Danny 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  for  blind  ads 
$1.00  per  Insertion. 

WANTED:  Married  couples,  no  children  for  child 
care  work.  25  years  of  age,  degree  child  develop¬ 
ment/psychology  $10,500  per  couple,  fringe 
benefits,  room  <c  board  while  on  duty.  Write  or  call 
Florida  United  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Inc., 

GROUPS  •  RESERVE  Now  for  the  Great  Passion 

668-4486  Extension  29. 

recreation  h  meals  only  $11  a  person  at  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort.  Rt  1.  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. 
63832;  Phone  (SOI)  253-8416. 

ROOM  FOR  FOUR  persons  to  Join  Aug.  16-Sept.  1 
tour  religious  and  historical  shrines  In  British  Isles. 
Spend  Aug.  25-31  at  World  Methodist  Conference. 

TIRED  OF  TRYING  TO  TRACE  Illustrations  on 
your  mlmeo  stencils?  We  have  Just  what  you’re 
looking  for  —  attractive,  easy-to-use  Inexpensive 

935-6242  at  once  for  brochure  or  write  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lamar  S.  Clark.  10  Perthuls  Drive.  La  Marque. 
Texas  77568.  ^ 

communications.  Write  for  free  brochure:  Dept.  M, 
Louis  Nelbauer  Co..  Benson  East.  Jenklntown,  PA 
19048. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  specialist 
needed  for  all  age-level  ministries,  but  with  youth 
emphasis.  Contact:  Pastor  Taylor,  FUMC.  Box  249. 

HYMNS  WITH  A  DIFFERENCE,  by  Floyd  E.  Werle 
$1.25.  Thirteen  original  hymns  to  be  sung  In  unison  In 
the  style  of  today.  Bourne  Company.  1212  Avenue  of 
the  Americas,  N.Y.,  N.Y.  10036. 

Dallas. 

.  ORGANIST-DIRECTOR  full  time  developing  music 
program  with  children  and  adults.  Large  Mohler 

HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  Married  couples  with 
no  dependents.  Salary,  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also  In¬ 
surance  and  retirement  programs  are  available. 
Must  be  non-emokers,  nan-drinkers,  high  school 
graduate.  Write  Holston  Methodist  Home.  P.O.  Box 
186.  GreenevUle.  Tennessee  37743. 

Write  TM  /  UMR,  Box  1076.  Dallas.  TX  75221. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby  a 
home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist  Mission 
Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  complete,  confidential 
service  on  your  problems.  Good  living  situation, 
warm  •  acceptance,  best  medical  care,  expert 

WANTED:  Retired  minister  Interested  In  spending 
winters  In  Florida.  Minister  of  Visitation  needed 

Call  or  write:  Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby 
Rd.,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-3410. 

utilities  provided.  Send  resume  and  photo  to  1st 
United  Methodist  Church,  200  S.  Lake  Avenue,  Avon 
Park.  Florida.  33825. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordlnators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 

.  World  Missions  Tours.  Box  660515.  Miami  Springs. 

Masters  Graduate,  music  specialty,  experienced 
with  youth;  David  McShane.  University  United 
Methodist.  3405  Taft.  Wichita  Falls.  Tx.  76308.  (817) 
767-8511. 

DIAMOND  LODGE,  located  close  to  Durango, 
Colorado.  Is  owned  and  operated  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  1320  Main  St..  Houston.  Texas 
77002.  Phone:  (713)  852-2999.  Write  or  phone  for  in- 

PART-TIME  CHANCEL  CHOIR  DIRECTOR 

formation  or  reservations. 

position  open- (for  a  1100  Member  Church)  -  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Pearland  (south  of 
Houston  city  limits)  2301  N.  Houston,  P.O.  Box  9B, 
Pearland,  Texas  77481,  Phone  number  (713)  485-4379 
or  (713)  485-1466. 

WILL  KIT  —  includes  64  page  attorney’s  booklet, 
"What  Everyone  Should  Know  About  Wills”  and  4 
Will  Forms,  only  $3.25  postpaid.  (FREE:  Personal 
Assets  Record  and  "Executor's  Duties.”)  Stroman 

SUMMER  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  to  coordinate 
activities  of  several  small  churches  In  Bryan  • 
College  Station  area.  For  more  Information  write 
Mr.  Mark  C.  Holliday.  3906  Wood  Meadow.  Bryan. 
Texas  77801. 

ORGANIST  POSITION  OPEN:  Excellent  op¬ 
portunity  for  qualified  person.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact  Robert  Woodham.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Clearwater,  Fla.  33516. 

Morris  of  Nashville,  seven  more  evolved, 
including  one  unit  of  youth. 

Youth  can  really  relate  to  the  program , 
Mr.  White  says,  They  are  intrigued  with 
the  “I  Care”  bracelet  which  members 
wear  and  the  opening  it  provides  for 
spreading  the  word  about  caring 
ministries.  However,  special  “I  Care” 
study  materials  need  to  be  developed  for 
youth,  he  believes.  Current  materials  are 
“heavy-going”  for  that  age  group. 

Particularly  exciting,  he  says,  is  the 
response  from  persons  in  their  20’s.  Some 
non-members  have  joined  the  groups, 
then  the  church,  after  learning  about  the 
program  from  members  wearing  the 
bracelets. 

Other  advantages?  Caring  is  every¬ 
body’s  bag,  he  says.  It  involves  every¬ 
thing  from  evangelism  to  social  action. 
“We  all  need  care  and  we  all  need  to 
show  concern.” 

And  rather  than  detracting  from  other 
church  programming,  the  “I  Care”  units 
actually  give  -it  a  boost.  As  members 
learn  to  care,  everything  from  missions 
to  building  funds  takes  on  new  meaning. 

Among  local  churches  which  have  used 
the  program  —  exact  numbers  aren't 
known,  Mr.  Morris  says,  though  6,300 
leaders’  guides  and  20,000  participants’ 
guides  were  sold  in  1975  —  incoming 
evaluations  are  positive. 

No  matter  how  participants  felt  about 
specific  details  —  study  materials,  small 
group  work,  bracelets  —  they  agreed 
“almost  overwhelmingly”  that  “this  is 
what  we  need  across  the  church.  Caring 
ministries  are  right  where  the  church 
ought  to  be  putting  its  efforts,”  he  told 
TM/  UMR  by  telephone. 

The  success  of  “I  Care"  courses  must 
be  judged  by  the  degree  to  which  par¬ 
ticipants  become  “alive  and  relevant  to 
the  needs  of  people  both  in  the  church  and 
in  the  community,”  Mr.  Morris  warns. 
“They  aren’t  a  success  if  people  just 
enjoy  their  small  group  fellowship  and 
the  caring  stops  there.” 


Local  pledge  — 
where  it  goes 

If  a  United  Methodist  gave  $500  last 
year  to  his  or  her  local  church,  where 
did  the  money  go?  According  to 
national  averages,  it  was  distributed 
as  follows: 

$393.35  stayed  in  that  local  church  to 
meet  expenses.  Nearly  30  percent 
($116)  of  the  money  that  stayed  was 
used  to  pay  off  building  debts  and  take 
care  of  other  capital  expenditures. 
Another  25  percent  ($96)  went  for  the 
salaries  of  pastors.  About  35  percent 
($138)  of  the  money  remaining  in  the 
local  church  went  for  current 
program  and  operating  expenses. 

$79.35  went  to  the  church’s  district, 
annual  conference  or  jurisdictional 
conference.  About  40  percent  ($31). of. 
this  money  went  to  pay  salaries  and 
other  support  for  ministers  working  at 
this  level  of  the  church.  Another  51 
percent  ($40)  went  to  “benevolences” 
(mission  work,  etc.)  at  this  level  of  the 
church.  The  rest  went  into  ad¬ 
ministration.  “  u 

$27.30  went  to  the  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  work  of  the  church.  About 
half  of  the  money  ($13.55)  in  this 
category  went  to  "general 
benevolences”  other  than  “World 
Service.”  This  includes  such 
programs  as  the  Black  College  Fund 
and  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund. 
Another  39  percent  ($10.65)  went  to 
“World  Service,”  the  fund  which  is 
the  primary  support  fund  of  the 
denomination’s  national  agencies 
such  as  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  The 
remaining  “loose  change”  went  to 
ministerial  support  at  the  national 
level  and  for  "connectional  ad¬ 
ministration.” 


..  .could  be  used  a  lot  better  than  it  is  in 
ministry  to  the  local  community. 

At  the  same  time,  most  of  the  ministers 
interviewed  said  that  while  they  believe 
the  local  church  could  improve  its 
outreach  both  locally  and  elsewhere, 
the  job  it  is  doing  now  in  both  areas  is  not 
drastically  off  target.  Their  individual 
responses  were  as  follows: 

Dr.  Thomas.  H.  Walker,  First  UMC, 
Duluth,  Minnesota  —  “If  a  church  has  a 
good  local  program,  it’s  not  necessarily 
bad  for  80  percent  of  its  funding  to  stay  in 
the  local  church,”  Dr.  Walker  said.  “I'm 
not  so  much  worried  about  the  per¬ 
centage  as  I  am  the  total  amount  of 
money  it  represents.  When  we  think  of  it 
in  those  terms,  there  is  no  doubt  that  we 
could  give  much  more  in  all  areas  than 
we  do.” 

Asked  how  much  of  the  80  percent  of 
the  money  spent  in  the  local  church  goes 
to  minister  to  persons  outside  of  the 
church  and  how  much  the  church 
“spends  on  itself,”  he  said  he  would 
“guess”  that  about  30  percent  of  what  his 
church  spends  locally  goes  into  some  sort 
of  mission  to  the  community. 

Dr.  Walker  said  that  he  feels  a  second 
factor  to  consider  is  that  “our  national 
leadership  has  not  done  an  adequate  job 
helping  the  local  church  expand  its  ef¬ 
forts  beyond  the  local  community.”  He 
said  many  local  persons  are  skeptical  of 
giving  to  national  church  efforts  and  that 
the  national  leaders  need  to  help  them 
understand  mission  efforts  better  outside 
of  the  local  community. 

Dr.  Richard  B.  Wilke,  First  UMC, 
Wichita.  Kansas  —  “First  of  all,  I’m 
afraid  of  such  calculations,”  Dr.  Wilke 
said.  “Somehow  they  tend  to  make 
people  think  that  mission  money  is 
money  we  send  somewhere  else  other 
than  the  local  community.  If  the  local 
church  is  not  an  outpost  of  mission,-  what 
is  it?” 

In  spite  of  this,  however,  Dr.  Wilke 
says  “there  is  no  question  that  we  spend 
too  much  just  keeping  ourselves  going  as 
an  institution.”  He  said  that  in  some 
churches  80  percent  is  definitely  too 
much  to  retain  at  the  local  level  and  in 
others  it  may  be  about  right. 

.“It  all  depends  on  how  the  local  church 
is  spending  its  money,”  Dr.  Wilke  said. 
“Is  it  being  used  for  paint  or  outreach?” 
He  went  on  to  point  out  that  not  all  of  the 
good  a  local  church  stimulates  can  be 
measured  in  budget  figures. 

“Local  churches  often,  for  instance, 
stimulate  great  philanthropies  and 
prompt  people  to  make  contributions  to 
society  that  never  show  up  on  the  ledger 
sheets,”  he  said. 

Dr.i  Edmund  Robb,  St.  Lukes  UMC, 
Lubbock,  Texas  —  “Most  church  budgets 
go  for  ministry  to  ourselves,”  Dr.  Robb 
said.  “I  feel  we  need  to  be  giving  away  at 
least  as  much  as  we  are  spending  at 
home.” 

He  said  that  he  feels  that  if  more  of 
what  is  being  asked  for  at  the  national 
level  would  come  under  “designated 
giving”  rather  than  general  ap¬ 
portionments,  much  more  money  would 
be  sent  by  the  local  church. 

“There  is  no  question.  We  should  be 
doing  more  than  we  do  for  others  at  both 
the  local  church  and  elsewhere,”  Dr. 
Robb  said.  “But  local  church  people  want 
more  say  in  how  the  money  they  send  is 
used  when  they  send  it  to  national 
agencies.” 

He  predicted  that  if  the  church  would 
provide  more  designated  giving  options, 


the  gap  between  local  spending  and 
spending  for  persons  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  would  decrease. 

Dr.  Robert  J.  McCune,  St.  Paul  UMC, 
Ithaca,  New  York  —  “My  experience  is 
that  we  are  in  mission  to  a  large  extent  at 
the  local  church  level,  and  I  think  that’s 
good  regardless  of  statistics,”  Dr. 
McCune  said.  “That’s  not  to  say  that 
Jocal_  church  work  involves  all  the 
outreach  that  it  should.” 

He  said  he  feels  at  least  half  the 
funds  expended  at  the  local  church  level 
should  go  to  some  form  of  outreach 
beyond  the  local  congregation.  In  his  own 
church,  Dr.  McCune  said  a  budget 
category  labeled  “outreach”  has  been 
added  to  the  budget  to  keep  the 
congregation  mindful  of  how  money  is 
being  spent.  He  said  the  “outreach" 
percentage  continues  to  rise,  but  “is  not 
as  high  as  it  should  be.” 

4 World  Service’ - 
where  it  goes 

When  a  United  Methodist  gives  $500 
to  his  or  her  local  church  budget,  an 
average  of  $10.65  goes  to  “World 
Service”  to  support  the  work  of  the 
denomination’s  general  program 
agencies  and  benevolences  at  the 
national  level,  and  to  support  a 
number  of  special  funds. 

The  following  random  listing  gives 
an  average  of  how  much  of  the  $500 
reaches  some  specific  programs  and 
agencies  listed  under  “World  Ser¬ 
vice”: 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  $5.72 
Board  of  Discipleship  —  $1.52 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  —  93  cents 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  —  39 
cents 

Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  —  9  cents 
American  Bible  Society  —  2  cents 
If  individual  agency  budgets  are 
further  broken  down  on  the  basis  of 
what  a  person  contributing  $500  an¬ 
nually  to  a  local  church  is  paying 
toward  specific  budget  items  within 
these  agencies,  the  figures  quickly  fall 
to  fractions  of  cents. 

For  instance,  this  donor  would  give 
four-tenths  of  a  cent  in  support  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  nine- 
tenths  of  a  cent  to  pay  for  work  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  is  doing 
in  the  area  of  “U.S.  Foreign/  Military 
Policy.” 

UMCOR  on  stand-by 
for  Idaho  flood 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Officials  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  emergency  aid  arm  of  the 
denomination,  said  last  week  that 
UMCOR  is  standing  by  for  possible  aid  in 
the  flood  disaster  of  Idaho,  but  so  far  no 
aid  has  been  requested. 

UMCOR  officials  said  aid  and  relief  in 
Idaho  is  being  handled  largely  by  the 
federal  government  and  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints 
(Mormon).  United  Methodist  aid  is 
ready,  they  said,  however,  should  it  be 
requested. 

Church  officials  in  Idaho  say  no  United 
Methodist  property  was  damaged  in  the 
flooding,  which  took  place  June  5  when  a 
dam  broke. 


Editor  decries  acceptance 
of  6 infidelity 9  by  leaders 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  The  Christian 
Century,  ecumenical  weekly  published 
here,  has  commented  that  the  Wayne 
Hays  affair  should  prompt  Christians  to 
ask  “how  infidelity  in  the  private  life  of  a 
public  figure  affects  his  or  her  decision¬ 
making.” 

Written  by  the  Rev.  James  Wall,  the 
United  Methodist  minister  who  edits  the 
periodical,  the  editorial  declares  that  “to 
assert  that  voting  records  take  priority 
over  private  conduct  is  inappropriate  in  a 
nation  that  proposes  to  conduct  its 
national  affairs  with  a  sense  of  moral 
propriety.” 

According  to  the  Century,  “only  a 
-nation  that  has- become  .embarrassed  . 
about  its  religious  heritage  could  tolerate 
a  Congress  whose  members  applauded 

Church  membership 
continues  to  decline 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  The 
United  Methodist  Church  still  is  exper¬ 
iencing  the  membership  decline  which 
has  been  the  rule  for  the  past  several 
years. 

Only  six  of  the  annual  conferences 
reporting  through  June  8  showed  mem¬ 
bership  increases.  These  were  Louisiana, 
1,630;  South  Carolina,  1,333;  Mississippi, 
572;  Louisville,  270;  Peninsula,  132;  and 
Red  Bird  Missionary,  14. 

Losses  reported  ranged  from  fewer 
than  100  in  Alabama  -  West  Florida  and 
Texas  to  more  than  4,000  in  Detroit.  The 
total  decrease  was  about  35,000. 

The  current  official  membership  figure 
for  the  denomination  as  calculated  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  here  is  9,958,710. 


and  embraced  an  admitted  violator  of  the 
principle  of  marital  fidelity.  What  this 
says  about  our  nation  is  that  in  our 
scramble  to  secularize  our  public  life,  we 
have  abandoned  principles  rooted  in 
religion.” 

Regarding  the  meaning  of  fidelity,  the 
editorial  comments,  “When  the  churth 
says  that  marriage  is  ordained  by  God,  it 
says  that  here  is  an  institution  that 
enhances  and  sustains  human 
relationships.  To  be  unfaithful  to  that 
most  basic  human  covenant  is  to  indicate 
that  in  other  commitments  there  is  cause 
to  question  one’s  capacity  to  functidii 
creatively  and  responsibly.” 

The  magazine  asserts  that  “thc 
se  pa  ration  of  personal  commitment  from 
the  profession  of  political  leader-  in  ¬ 
humanly  impossible.  We  can  never 
separate  private  behavior  —  with  all  its 
complex  attitudes,  commitments,  values 
and  hopes  —  from  public .  decision- 
making.” 

It  maintains  that  “all  public  behavior 
is  interrelated  with  private  existence, 
and  we  are  justified  in  expecting  an  up¬ 
front  profession  of  faith  from  cur  public 
officials  so  that  we  will  know  the  source 
of  that  which  strengthens  them  in,  or 
deprives  them  of  their  humanity.” 

In  the  editorial,  the  Century  says  that 
the  Christian  faith  “does  not  provide  a' 
guidebook  for  writing  a  political  plat- 


BALTIMORE  —  Members  of  the  cast  recreate  the  famous  scene  depicting  the 
ordination  of  Francis  Asbury  in  one  of  four  Bicentennial  dramas  staged  at  the 
Baltimore  Conference.  photo:  circuit  rider 

Conferences  present  dramas 


History  repeats  itself  —  in  dramas 
staged  at  this  year’s  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  scattered  across  the 
country. 

Four  dramas  were  presented  at  the 
Baltimore  Conference,  each  researched, 
written  and  acted  by  conference  mem- 


“Gallopin’  Garrettson,”  a  musical 
drama  based  on  the  life  of  the  Methodist 
circuit  rider,  Freeborn  Garrettson, 
opened  the  North  Alabama  conference. 
Written  and  directed  by  Norton  Dill,  the 
musical  was  presented  by  the  18  member 
cast  of  the  Parable  Players,  a  drama 


form,-  or  an- -  instruction— manual—f os — — One -recoiled- -the Methodist  pt-pnp  Qf  y^tavia  Hills  UMC,  Bir- 

malrincJ  nnlitir>al  He/'isinnc  ”  Hut  ntkar  Prntoefant  KranaK  nf  thn  akiiwk  mKila  aTI’  "* 


making  political  decisions,”  but  rather 
that  it  “derives  from  a  community  of 
believers  who  have  received  a  life  style 
from  the  source  of  all  life.” 

It  concludes  that  the  “God-issue”  in  the 
1976  elections  “is  not  whether  God  will 
tell  public  officials  which  bills  "they* 
should  support,  but  whether  those  of¬ 
ficials  will  act  on  instructions  from  that 
unknown  god  that  celebrates  infidelity 
rather  than  commitment.” 


-h 


Protestant  branch  of  the  church,  while 
others  highlighted  the  black  experience, 
the  United  Brethren  section  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  and 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

At  the  Louisville  Conference,  a 
capacity  crowd  watched  a  cast  of  seven 
Kentucky  Wesleyan  drama  students 
stage  “A  Strange  and  Beautiful  Light,” 
celebrating  the  early  beginnings  of 
Kentucky  Methodism. 


mingham,  Ala. 

And  in  Glorieta,  N.M.,  the  joint  session 
of  the  Northwest  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
conferences  thrilled  to  the  Bicentennial 
pageant  “A  New  Kind  of  Freedom.” 
Written  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  E.  Williams 
Jr.,  the  pageant  was  staged  by  music  and 
drama  groups  from  McMurry  College,  a 
United  Methodist  school  in  Abilene,  Tex. 
owned  by  both  conferences. 
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Touch  leper,  bishop 
tells  ‘lukewarm’  church 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  In  his  annual  “State  of  the 
Church”  address.  Bishop  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe  of  United  Methodism’s  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  area  offered  a  one-word 
description  of  the  church  today: 
‘lukewarm." 

Pointing  to  the  moral  state  of  society  in 
the  United  States,  Bishop  Stowe  asked: 
“How  well  are  we  doing  our  work  as 
guardians  of  the  nation’s  morality?’’  He 
answered:  “We  are  lukewarm.” 

Citing  recently  released  statistics  on 
church  school  enrollment  and 
evangelistic  outreach,  the  bishop  said 
that  more  than  one-third  of  all  United 
Methodist  congregations  received  no 
persons  on  profession  of  faith  in  Christ 
during  1974.  He  also  noted  that  222 
churches  with  500  members  or  more 
received  four  persons  or  less  on 
profession  of  faith  “What  does  this  say 
about  our  church?”  he  asked.  “We 
are  lukewarm,  at  best.” 

Turning  from  pessimistic  analysis  to  a 
prescription  for  change.  Bishop  Stowe 
offered  two  remedies  for  saving  the 
church  from  its  present  state: 
il)  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
and  (2)  Seek  to  become  extensions  of 
Christ’s  ministry  in  the  world. 

If  the  church  is  to  be  an  extension  of  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ,  its  members 
“must  do  what  he  did:  he  reached  out 
and  touched  a  leper  (Mark  1:40),  and  in 
that  touch  revealed  the  love  of  God  — 
replacing  alienation  with  acceptance,” 
Bishop  Stowe  said. 

The  bishop  noted  that  religious  people 
in  Jesus’  day  pointed  at  lepers  and  cried 
“unclean,  unclean,”  and  that  church 
people  today  tend  to  do  likewise 

We  may  protest  “there  are  no  lepers 
today,”  the  bishop  said,  ‘That  is 
technically  true,  but  what  of  those  to 
whom  we  cry  ‘unclean,  unclean'  —  ex¬ 
convicts,  alcoholics,  self-professed 
homosexuals,  the  poor,  illiterate 
minority  families,  and  lower  class 
workers  who  smell  of  sweat?  And  the 
busing  issue  in  America  is  primarily  a 


problem  of  our  crying  ‘unclean,  unclean’. 
Bishop  Stowe  said. 

“Reaching  out  and  touching  the  un¬ 
clean  with  loving  acceptance  is  what 
Christian  ministry  is  about,"  the  bishop 
declared. 

“Most  of  us  don’t  like  to  touch  lepers, 
and  that  is  our  sin.  We  want  to  accept 
only  those  who  are  like  us. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  will  not 
flourish  until  we  decide  anew  to  reach  out 
and  touch  the  untouchable,  love  the 
unlovable,  accept  the  unacceptable  — 
and  bring  them  into  our  church  schools,” 
the  bishop  continued. 

“As  we  reach  out,  we  must  remember 
that  spots  of  leprosy  are  also  on  us,  and 
they  are  healed  only  by  God’s  loving 
acceptance.  Our  help  is  not  in  our  own 
strength,  but  in  the  power  of  God  for 
which  we  may  serve  as  channels." 
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Parents  protest  sectarian  techniques 


NEW  YORK  —  Some  100  demonstrators  —  mostly  parents  and  children  who  have 
been  “deprogrammed”  from  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon’s  Unification  Church  — 
march  in  front  of  the  West  43rd  Street  headquarters  of  the  church  to  protest  his 
alleged  use  of  “mind  control”  techniques  on  his  followers.  [See  story  below]. 
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Sun  Myung  Moon's  critics  increase 

Sect  leader  says  God  sent  him 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  Sun 
Myung  Moon  brought  a  mixture  of 
patriotism  and  religion  to  Yankee 
Stadium  in  his  message  to  the  “Bicen¬ 
tennial  God  Bless  America  Festival” 
staged  by  his  Unification  Church  while 
his  critics  were  mounting  offenses  on 
several  fronts. 

Crowd  estimates  for  the  55,000-seat 
stadium  varied  between  25,000  and 
40,000.  Large  numbers  left  during  Mr. 
Moon’s  speech,  although  the  audience 
appeared  enthusiastic  during  the 
musical  portions  of  the  program,  which 
featured  a  brass  band,  a  rock  group,  a 
symphony  orchestra  and  a  Korean  folk 
ballet. 

Outside,  protesters  representing  a 
variety  of  groups  distributed  anti-Moon 
leaflets.  Earlier  in  the  day,  about  100 
demonstrators  picketed  the  Unification 
Church’s  West  43rd  Street  headquarters. 

Mr.  Moon,  who  does  not  preach  in 


Family  worship  time  gets 
everyone  into  the  act 


By  RON  POREPAND 
MARY  LIZ  BURRIS 

NAPERVILLE,  Ill.  -  Do  you 
remember  the  “opening  exercises”  of  a 
now  bygone  Sunday  school  era?  A  con¬ 
temporary  version  of  this  old  format  is 
sparking  the  life  of  the  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  here. 

It’s  called  a  family  worship  service  — 
where  everyone  gets  into  the  act  —  and  it 
meets  before  the  church  school  hour. 

Two  years  ago,  the  congregation  was 
struggling  with  a  declining  attendance  at 
the  11:00  a  m.  worship  service.  A  9:30 
a  m  service,  held  during  the  church 
school  hour,  drew  a  larger  crowd  but  it 
prevented  children  from  experiencing 
adult  worship,  separated  families  and 
posed  a  problem  for  late-rising  elderly 
members. 

Pondering  a  solution  to  the  dilemma, 
the  Rev.  Stephen  M.  Liddicoat  instituted 
a  family  worship  service  at  9:30  a  m. 
followed  by  periods  for  church  school, 
worship  and  fellowship. 

The  30-minute  inter-generational 
worship  service  convenes  in  the 
fellowship  hall  which  features  carpeted 
walls  (conducive  to  easy  posting  of 
displays),  a  versatile  lighting  system  and 
modem  sound  equipment. 

Everyone  joins  in.  The  younger  par¬ 
ticipants  distribute  worship  leaflets,  read 
Scripture  and  lead  litanies.  Replacing 
the  sermon,  puppets  dramatize  Bible 
ktories  or  brief  choral  cantatas  offer  a 
spiritual  message. 

Frequently,  an  adult  or  teenager  gives 
a  "witness"  of  his/  her  belief,  focusing 
on  that  week’s  theme.  And  sometimes  a 


Afraid  You’re 
Going  Deaf? 

Today,  most  hearing 
problems  can  be  helped. 
Here  is  what  thousands  of 
people  have  done  about  it. 

by  David  Smith 

A  free  offer  of  special  inter¬ 
est  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has 
been  announced  by  Beltone. 
A  non-operating  model  of  the 
smallest  Beltone  aid  of  its 
kind  will  be  given  absolutely 
free  to  anyone  answering  this 
advertisement. 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model,  put  it  on  ami  wear  it 
in  the  privacy  of  vour  own 
home.  It  will  show  you  how 
tiny  hearing  help  can  be,  and 
it’s  yours  to  keep,  free.  The  ac¬ 
tual  aid  weighs  less  than  a 
third  of  an  ounce,  and  it's  all 
at  ear  level,  in  one  unit. 

These  models  are  free,  so 
we  suggest  you  write  for  yours 
now.  Again,  we  repeat,  there 
is  no  cost,  and  certainly  no  ob¬ 
ligation.  Thousands  have  al¬ 
ready  been  mailed,  so  write 
today  to  Dept.  4417,  Beltone 
Electronics,  4201  W.  Victoria 
St.,  Chicago,  Ill.  60646. 


NAPERVILLE,  Ill.  —  Steve  Smith,  the 
son  of  furloughed  missionaries  to  Zaire, 
takes  part  in  the  liturgy  of  a  family 
service  at  Wesley  UMC. 
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“personality  of  the  week”  —  a  church 
and  community  leader  —  is  invited  to 
share  an  account  of  personal  religious 
involvement. 

Congregational  singing  ot  con¬ 
temporary  and  traditional  hymns,  often 
accompanied  by  an  instrumental  en¬ 
semble,  is  full  of  spirit. 

Just  before  the  benediction,  an  im¬ 
plosion  of  children  moves  toward  the 
worship  center  to  leave  gifts  of  money 
and  grocery  sflaples  for  the  Common 
Pantry,  an  emergency  food  source  which 
Wesley  UMC  helps  to  support. 

Has  the  Family  Worship  Service 
proved  its  worth? 

“Twenty-eight  adults  and  children 
came  the  first  Sunday,”  Mr.  Liddicoat 
said.  Now,  however,  average  attendance 
has  spiraled  to  175,  and  the  10:00  service 
has  shown  an  increase  in  attendance  as 
well. 

Possibly  most  important,  he  noted, 
“the  service  has  increased  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  families  in  worshipping.” 

Mr.  Porep  and  Ms.  Burris  are  free¬ 
lance  writers  in  Palatine,  III. 


May  We  Have  j9 
40  Minutes 
of  Your  Time? 


Visit  us  on  your  next  trip  to  Nash¬ 
ville.  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  (one  of  4  United 
Methodist  general  agencies  located 
in  Nashville) 

Plant  tours  scheduled  al  10  a  m 
and  2  p  m  ,  Monday  through 
Friday,  lor  persons  of  high  school 
age  and  above — individuals,  fam¬ 
ilies,  church  groups. 

To  arrange  your  lour,  write  or  call 
our  Public  Relations  Department, 
201  Eighth  Ave  ,  S  ,  Nashville,  Tenn 
17202  Phone  (615)  749-6344  For 
tours  of  a//  United  Methodist 
Agencies,  write  TOURS,  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn  37203 
Phone  (615)  327-2700 

You'll  gel  a  quick  response! 


English,  delivered  his  message  through 
his  interpreter,  South  Korean  Army 
Colonel  Bo  Hi  Pak.  The  preacher  would 
bellow  in  Korean,  and  Col.  Pak  then 
translated  in  emphatic  English. 

Mr.  Moon  declared,  “God  has  sent  me 
to  America  in  the  role  of  a  doctor,  in  the 
role  of  a  fire  fighter.  That  is  why  I  came 
to  America.  Good  medicine  may  taste 
bitter,  and  the  operation  may  involve 
some  pain,  but  the  treatment  must  begin 
at  once.” 

The  controversial  preacher  told  his 
audience,  “Your  dedicated  sons  and 
daughters  are  champions  of  God 
crusading  for  the  victory  of  God’s  will.  As 
God’s  front  line,  they  are  declaring  war 
against  evil.  They  are  courageously 
fighting  this  noble  battle.  We  must 
overcome  evil.  It  is  our  mission  to  build 
the  Kingdom  of  God  here  on  earth.” 

Referring  to  his  critics,  Mr.  Moon  said, 
“It  is  not  important  whether  I  am  per¬ 
secuted  or  not.  I  am  only  concerned  with 
the  will  of  God  and  the  mission  God  gave 
me.  I  am  concerned  that  your  rejection  of 
me  could  result  in  the  rejection  of  God.” 

Councils  reject  church 

Among  his  critics,  the  New  York  City 
Council  of  Churches,  the  British  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  Korean  Council  of 
Churches  have  rejected  the  Rev.  Sun 
Myung  Moon’s  sect  as  a  member 
denomination. 

Councils  generally  admit  any 
denomination  which  accepts  Jesus  Christ 
as  Lord  and  Savior.  Mr.  Moon’s  church 
failed  to  live  up  to  that  requirement  in  the 
view  of  those  who  rejected  the  ap¬ 
plication. 

Differs  from  accepted  theology 

The  Commision  on  Faith  and  Order  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  has 
declared  that  the  principles  of  the 
Unification  Church  differ  substantially  at 
key  points  from  accepted  Christian 
theology  and  foster  anti-Semitism. 

The  working  paper,  accepted  in  sub¬ 
stance  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
broadly  ecumenical  commission,  moved 
in  the  direction  of  rejecting  the 
Unification  Church  as  a  member  of  the 
Christian  family. 

“It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Unification 
Church  will  not  seek  any  dependency  on 
the  Christian  community  which  it 
distorts  so  completely,”  the  statement 
declares. 

The  13-page  statement,  which  will 
undergo  continuing  revision,  will  be 
presented  at  a  meeting  next  fall  of  the 
full  commission,  made  up  of  represen¬ 
tatives  of  27  denominations,  including 

Book  review 


Protestants,  Roman  Catholics  and  Greek 
Orthodox. 

United  Methodists  on  the  committee 
which  developed  the  paper  are  the  Rev. 
Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  associate 
ecumenical  officer  of  the  UMC  and 
chairwoman  of  the  NCC’s  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  and  Dr.  J.  Robert 
Nelson,  professor  of  theology  and 
ecumenism  at  Boston  School  of  Theology. 

From  the  viewpoint  of  classical 
Christianity,  the  statement  finds  fault 
with  the  major  teachings  of  the 
Unification  Church  as  contained  in  its 
book,  “Divine  Principle.” 

It  notes  that  the  Unification  Church 
teaches  that  all  the  major  prophets, 
including  Jesus  Christ,  were  failures  and 
that  the  world  awaits  a  new  messiah  to  be 
bom  in  Korea. 

“The  denial  that  Jesus  Christ  provides 
complete  and  adequate  salvation  claims 
a  deficiency  for  Christ’s  work  which 
Christians  could  not  accept,”  they  say. 

Another  point  is  “the  assertion  that 
Jesus  is  a  second  god.”  That  teaching 
“compromises  the  monotheism  of 
Christian  doctrine  and  badly  distorts  the 
Christian  view  of  the  trinity.” 

“Classical  Christianity  has  always 
affirmed  that  incarnation  was  the 
identification  of  God  with  his  fallen 
creation,”  according  to  the  statement, 
which  notes  that  “  ‘Divine  Principle’  has 
no  provision  for  an  incamational 
theology.” 

Congress  investigates 

Also  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  political 
activities  of  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon 
are  the  subject  of  a  congressional  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Hearings  will  begin  this  month  into 
allegations  that  the  industrialist-tumed- 
evangelist  has  connections  with  a  U.  S. 
network  of  people  and  organizations 
supported  covertly  by  the  South  Korean 
CIA. 

The  Unification  Church  itself  is  not  the 
subject  of  the  investigation.  Rep.  Donald 
M.  Fraser,  Democrat  of  Minnesota  and 
subcommittee  chairman,  indicated  that’ 
the  representatives  want  to  skirt 
carefully  around  sensitive  First 
Amendment  issues  of  freedom  of 
religion. 

The  probe,  which  began  last  Decem¬ 
ber,  centers  on  charges  involving  the 
South  Korean  CIA.  Attention  locked  on 
Mr.  Moon  when  his  name  turned  up 
repeatedly  in  the  course  of  the  in¬ 
vestigation,  a  staff  investigator  said. 


Why  laugh  at  Archie  Bunker? 


“God,  Man,  and  Archie  Bunker,”  by 
Spencer  Marsh.  Harper  &  Row,  1975,  105 
pp.,  15.95 

By  JAMES  W.  RODGERS 

Is  Archie  Bunker  an  updated  Every¬ 
man?  Is  he  a  20th  century  Adam  who 
traded  his  fig  leaf  for  a  hard  hat  and 
coveralls? 

Popular  west  coast  clergyman  Spencer 
Marsh  thinks  not,  but  he  does  feel  there  is 
enough  of  Archie  Bunker  in  most  of  us  to 
explain  the  continuing  popularity  of  the 
TV  program  “All  in  the  Family.” 
Ratings  indicate  the  show  at  its  peak 
claimed  some  50  to  60  percent  of  all 
Saturday  night  viewers.  However,  if  it 
went  off  the  air  tomorrow,  Archie  Bunker 
has  touched  something  so  basic  in 
modern  man  that  the  symbol  he  has 
become  would  remain  as  a  part  of  our 
vocabulary. 

What  is  there  about  the  weekly  antics 
of  Archie  and  the  Bunker  family  which 
causes  us  to  laugh? 

Sometimes  the  show  resorts  to  stock 
humor,  but  mostly  the  laughter  is 
therapeutic.  We  laugh  out  our  anxieties, 
in  a  strange  way  repent  of  them,  and  this 
gives  us  hope. 

When  we  see  the  foolishness  of  Archie 
we  may  identify  with  it,  but  something 
deep  within  us  says,  “By  the  grace  of  God 
I’m  not  there  any  more.  I  may  not  be  free 
of  prejudice,  but  I’m  not  as  bigoted  as  I 
once  was.  I  may  still  blind  myself  to 
many  of  the  ills  of  our  society  if  they  are 
slickly  wrapped  in  the  flag,  but  I’m 
beginning  to  see  beyond  the  simplistic 
slogans. 

“I  may  still  alternate  between  God  as  a 
God  of  wrath  and  my  Celestial  Errand 
Boy,  but  I’m  beginning  to  understand 
what  Jesus  meant  when  he  called  God 
‘Father.’  ”  And  so  we  laugh. 

Although  a  preacher,  Spencer  Marsh 
never  preaches  at  us.  Instead  he  allows 
Archie  and  the  Bunker  family  to  make 
their  own  points.  But  always  against  the 
corrective  of  the  Bible. 


Archie  asks,  “What’s  wrong  with 
revenge?  That’s  a  perfect  way  to  get 
even.”  And  even  while  something  deep 
within  us  says  “Yeeeeh!”  we  hear  Jesus 
say,  “Love  your  enemies  and  pray  for 
those  who  persecute  you.” 

When  Edith  says  to  Archie,  “In  all  the 
years  we  been  married,  you  never  once 
said  you  was  sorry.”  Archie  responds, 
“Edith,  I’ll  gladly  say  I’m  sorry— if  I 
ever  do  anything  wrong.”  And  the  words 
from  last  Sunday’s  worship  service  came 
flooding  back:  “All  have  sinned  and 
fallen  short  of  the  glory  of  God.” 

Archie  sums  up  the  American  dream: 
“There’s  three  great  things  that  happens 
to  a  man  in  his  lifetime.  Buying  a  house 
...  a  car  .  .  .  and  a  new  color  TV.  That’s 
what  America  is  all  about.”  And  the 
Bible  thunders  back:  “Seek  ye  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteous¬ 
ness  ...” 

Using  26  pictures  from  the  series,  the 
book  should  prove  a  valuable  resource 
for  preaching  and  teaching  and  an 
excellent  source  for  group  study.  I  found 
the  Foreword  by  Carroll  O’Connor 
especially  insightful  in  helping  me 
understand  just  how  that  fine  actor  sees 
the  series  and  his  own  key  role  in  it. 

If  Spencer  Marsh  sees  the  foibles  of 
Archie  as  a  judgment  on  us  all,  he  also 
sees  hope  for  us  all  in  the  Bunker  family. 
Edith  isnlt  just  the  “Dingbat.”  In  her 
simple  goodness  she  lives  the  joy  of 
honest  acceptance  of  all  humanity.  She 
loves  Archie,  and  therein  lies  much  of  his 
hope.  Mike,  the  atheist  who  really  isn’t 
an  atheist,  and  Gloria  in  her  struggling 
for  first-class  citizenship,  are  seen  as 
forces  of  renewal  and  awakened  possibil¬ 
ity  in  Archie’s  life. 

Then,  too,  it  is  God  who  has  created  the 
cigar-smoking  Adam  we  call  Archie,  and 
Spencer  Marsh  leaves  you  feeling  he 
hasn’t  totally  given  up  on  his  creation. 

Mr.  Rodgers  is  senior  minister  of 
Chapel  Hill  UMC,  Oklahoma  City.  Okla. 
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Protest  U,S.  policies, 
mission  exec  urges 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  A  United  remarks  were  made  following 

publication  of  a  report  by  the  Inter- 


U.S.  government  is  helping  perpetuate 
the  torture  of  civilians  in  Chile  and  other 
Latin  American  countries. 

The  U.  S.  congress  knows  of  the  con¬ 
tinuing  violation  of  human  rights  —  in¬ 
cluding  torture  —  in  ChUe,  Joyce  HU1 
said.  “Yet  it  continues  to  give  assistance 
to  the  Chilean  government.  We  are  giving 
full  support  to  a  government  which  is 
systematically  violating  human  rights, 
and  therefore  we  are  perpetuating  the 
violation  of  those  basic  human  rights.” 

Ms.  Hill  is  executive  secretary  for 
Latin  America/  Carribean  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
World  Division.  While  the  Board  has 
taken  a  stand  supportive  of  human  rights 
in  Latin  America,  Ms.  Hill’s  comments 
appeared  to  sharpen  the  focus  of  the 
Board’s  pronouncements. 

“What  we  need  to  do  is  protest  on  a 
national  level,  through  our  government 
channels,”  she  said,  “the  kind  of  support 
we’re  giving  to  regimes  that 
systematically  violate  human  rights.” 

The  New  York  mission  leader’s 


American  Human  Rights  Commission 
documenting  cases  of  continued  “tor¬ 
ture,  persecutions  and  arbitrary 
jailings”  by  the  Chilean  military 
government. 

Ms.  Hill  said  similar  human  rights 
violations  continue  to  exist  in  almost  all 
other  countries  of  Latin  America  and 
noted  that  just  last  month  (May)  a  U.  S. 
missionary  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  was  arrested  in 
Paraguay  for  protesting  human  rights 
violations  in  that  country.  Frisco 
Gilchrist  of  Indianapolis,  was  the  first 
U.S.  church  missionary  to  be  arrested  in 
Paraguay  for  such  a  reason,  Ms.  Hill 
said.  He  has  since  been  deported,  but 
seven  of  his  co-workers  are  still  being 
held  by  police,  she  added. 

Admitting  U.  S.  governmental  officials 
will  claim  the  United  States  is  not  giving 
military  assistance  to  Chile,  Ms.  Hill  said 
the  Chilean  government  has  been  able  to 
turn  Food  for  Peace  aid  into  military 
dollars  by  reselling  the  food  and  using  the 
money  to  buy  military  hardware. 


Historic  activist  group 


reappears  on 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Old-timers  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  have  no  trouble  recalling  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action 
(MFSA).  It  spurred  the  denomination’s 
first  social  creed  in  1908  and  went  on  for 
forty  years  to  articulate  the  position  of 
many  Christian  activists. 

Younger  churchpersons  may  not  even 
have  heard  of  it.  It  virtually  went  under 
during  the  McCarthy  era  of  the  1950’s 
when  its  ties  with  the  former  Methodist 
Church  became  strained  indeed. 

Today  MFSA  is  coming  back,  says  a 
young  seminary  student  who  is  "both 
personally  and  professionally”  com¬ 
mitted  to  helping  it  grow  to  its  former 
prominence.  Much  growth  will  come  this 
year,  she  believes,  as  many  of  the 
group’s  1,400  members  take  on  and  share 
a  special  Bicentennial  “Critical  Study  of 
Capitalism  and  the  Christian  Faith." 

Ms.  Dee  Moss,  a  student  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York,  is 
national  coordinator  of  the  study  under  a 
six-month  work-study  grant  as  program 
assistant  for  MFSA.  But  the  Federation 
has  become  more  than  just  a  job,  she  told 
TM/  UMR  recently,  for  several  reasons: 

_  “I  see  the  church  as  a  political 
organization  in  the  same  way  that  a 
Christian  is  a  political  being  —  involved 
in  community. 

“As  a  woman  and  a  feminist,  I  realize 
that  much  social  change  is  needed. 

‘There  is  a  lot  wrong  with  our  society. 
We  need  to  reexamine  our  political  and 
social  structure,  retaining  the  good  and 
just  things  but  getting  rid  of  the  others. 

“We  all  need  information,  definitions. 
What  is  a  capitalist?  A  socialist?  This 
Federation  was  developed  to  help  answer 
a  lot  of  those  questions.” 

Does  that  mean  MFSA  has  produced  an 
impartial  study?  Not  at  all.  It  is  “a 
critical  study  which  measures  capitalism 
with  the  plumbline  of  justice  in  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  and  the  Hebrew 
prophets.” 

The  organization  itself  firmly  rejects 
“struggle-for-profit  as  the  economic  base 
for  society”  and  promotes  “a  society 
without  class  or  group  discriminations 


UM  scene 

and  privileges,”  its  position  statement 
reads. 

The  study  is  not,  however,  an  attempt 
to  impose  one  country’s  system  over 
another,  according  to  Ms.  Moss.  “It 
encourages  moving  toward  a  socialism 
defined  by  America’s  own  needs, 
strengths  and  weaknesses.” 

Historically  Methodist,  The  Federation 
still  draws  its  leadership  predominantly 
from  United  Methodists,  she  said,  as  well 
as  a  “big  percentage”  of  its  membership. 
It  receives  no  denominational  funds, 
however,  and  is  sustained  by  individual 
memberships. 

Dee  Moss  herself  is  a  lifelong  United 
Methodist  from  Houston,  Tex.,  and  she 
plans  to  enter  the  teaching  ministry  of 
the  UMC  —  as  well  as  to  continue 
working  for  MFSA  in  one  way  or  another. 
“I  believe,  as  Union  Seminary  teaches, 
that  theology  does  not  take  place  apart 
from  society.” 

Anthology  includes 
writings  of  90  women 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  The  writings 
of  more  than  90  Christian  women  have 
been  chosen  for  inclusion  in  a  new  an¬ 
thology  for  women  released  this  month 
by  The  Upper  Room. 

Entitled,  “Images:  Women  in  Tran¬ 
sition",  the  book  was  first  suggested 
more  than  a  year  ago  in  conversations 
between  The  Upper  Room  editors  and  the 
staff  of  the  United  Methodist  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

“In  spite  of  their  divergent 
backgrounds,”  Janice  Grana,  editor, 
observes,  “the  one  common  denominator 
is  a  deep  awareness  of  people,  their 
needs  and  their  emotions. 

“As  women,  we  are  now  saying  ‘No’  to 
whatever  denies  us  life  and  growth  and  a 
personal  relationship  with  God.  This 
book  is  important  because  other  women’s 
experiences  in  the  Christian  way  are 
important  to  all  of  us  on  our  journeys  of 
self-discovery.” 

The  145-page,  paperback  book  may  be 
purchased  for  $3.95  by  writing  to  The 
Upper  Room,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37203. 


names  or 
faces? 


Juan  or  John?  Marie  or  Mary?  Jose  or  Joe? 

It's  difficult  to  tell,  but  it  really  doesn't  matter  —  names  aren't  as  in¬ 
teresting  as  faces.  The  faces  of  these  children  at  the  Anapolis 
Orphanage  in  Coias,  Brazil,  reflect  the  fact  that  a  home,  love  and 
care  do  make  a  difference.  Happy,  alert,  self-assured  children  now,  a 
few  years  ago  they  were  homeless  and  hungry.  Anapolis  Orphanage, 
a  World  Division  Child  Support  Program,  has  put  smiles  on  their 
faces. 

Keep  them  smiling.  Send  a  gift  today. 


#004527-R-B 

Anapolis  Orphanage,  Goias,  Brazil 


Clip  this  coupon 


and  mail  with 

your  check  to:  A00,ess 

World  Division 

Room  1439  c"v - 

475  Riverside  Dr 
New  York.  NY  10027  CNirch. 

Tne  United  Memodisf  Ctiild  Support  Program  is 
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“The  best  is  yet 
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Pastor’s  School 
to  be  best 

When  the  1976  Pastor’s  School  con¬ 
venes  at  Centenary  College  on  Monday, 
June  28,  clergy  from  throughout  the 
Conference  will  be  gathering  for  what 
many  term“the  best  ever  scheduled.” 
The  variety  of  courses  offered,  with 
outstanding  leaders  announced  in  last 
week’s  newspaper,  would  seem  to  bear 
this  out. 

The  theme  “The  Pastor  and  The 
Parish”  is  one  which  is  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  every  pastor,  and  the  various  phases  of 
how  the  pastor  actually  relates  and 
works  more  effectively  in  his  parish  will 
be  presented  and  discussed.  Such  topics 
as  worship,  teaching,  theological  iden¬ 
tity,  helping,  handling  crises,  supportive 
systems,  family  ministry  and  ad¬ 
ministration  will  have  high  priority. 

There  will  be  time  for  informal 
gatherings  and  Christian  fellowship.  The 
largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  the 
School  is  expected. 


Borrowing  a  poetic  title,  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  salutes  the  ministers  who  announced  retirement 
at  the  recent  Annual  Conference  session.  If  their  actions  and 
reactions  are  a  good  indication,  indeed  the  retirement  years 
will  be  glowing  years  and  in  truth."  .  .  .  the  best  ...” 

Pictured  here  at  Annual  Conference  are: 

A  —  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Rowe;  Mrs.  Howell  and  Rev.  H.  C. 
Howell. 

B  —  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lee  C.  Jennings 

C— "Retirees"  Albert  A.  Collins,  William  P.  Cassels,  Richard 

lx  this  a  record  ? 


E.  Walton,  J.  Pierce  McKeithen,  and  Robert  C.  Eaker. 

D  _  Others  retiring  —  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  York;  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Bob  McCammon. 

Pictures  were  not  available  for  the  Revs.  Clyde  T.  Shaw,  L 
Gray  Wilson,  H.  P.  Cansler,  Fred  W.  Campbell,  and  Henry  L. 
Stewart,  who  also  retired. 

Retirement  was  announced  also  for  John  F.  Baringer. 

All  retirees  present  at  Annual  Conference  indicated  that  they 
have  many  " projects "  on  their  calendar,  and  it  is  a  safe 
assumption  that  they  will  all  be  continuing  “ the  Lord's  work." 


Centenarian 
George  Hart 
honored  at  Hays 


The  Bentleys  will  celebrate 
golden  anniversary 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.R.  M.  Bentley  of 
Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  are 
celebrating  their  Fiftieth  Wedding 
Anniversary  this  Sunday,  June  27th,  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church,  where 
they  will  be  guests  at  a  reception  held  in 
their  honor.  Host  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
James  J.  Caraway. 

Reverend  Bentley  has  been  in  the 
active  pastorate  for  51  years,  having 
served  churches  in  New  Mexico  before 
coming  to  Louisiana,  where  he  was  first 
appointed  to  Gordan  Avenue  Church  in 
Monroe.  The  Bentleys  are  natives  of 


Mrs.  Bentley  and 
“ Brother  Mack" 

Celebrating 
years  of  love  and 
service. 


George  Hart 
100  Years  Young 

Hays  Church,  Franklinton,  recently 
presented  a  plaque  to  George  Hart,  the 
oldest  member  of  the  church,  who  has 
celebrated  his  100th  birthday.  The  honor 
was  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Hart  during  the 
annual  Men's  Day  program. 

Mr.  Hart  has  eight  living  children,  56 
grandchildren,  136  great-grandchildren, 
and  83  great,  great-grandchildren. 

He  was  presented  the  plaque  by  the 
church,  and  many  gifts  and  tributes  were 
also  given  by  friends  and  fellow  church 
members.  Pastor  of  the  Hays  Church  is 
the  Rev.  Louis  L.  Streams. 

Men’s  retreat  begins 

The  Annual  Men’s  Retreat  is  being  held 
in  Pineville  this  weekend,  and  the  Rev. 
Ken  Carter,  Pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Carrollton,  Texas,  is 
the  featured  speaker. 

Ken  Carter,  an  outstanding  layman- 
turned-minister,  who  is  deeply  com¬ 
mitted  to  Christ,  is  serving  in  the  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  area. 

He  has  background  of  rich  experience, 
having  served  as  an  engineer  with  the 
U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers  and  as  an 
executive  with  the  Ford  Motor  Company 
in  Dallas.  He  resigned  this  position  of 
responsibility  in  1962  to  enter  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  He  has  been  a  pastor 
for  more  than  ten  years,  and  is  reported 
to  be  especially  skilled  in  the  area  of 
Evangelism. 

His  record  as  a  minister  is  impressive, 
both  in  stewardship  and  in  many  related 
projects,  all  pointing  to  growth. 

Torn  Matheny  notes  that  the  Retreat  is 
.  .  fortunate  to  have  this  outstanding 
churchman  as  our  Retreat  Speaker  ...” 


Three  members  honored 
at  Warren,  Lake  Charles 


Bishop’s  Message 

This  is  being  written  in  a  hospital  room  in  New  Mexico,  from  the  bedside  of 
my  father,  who  is  in  his  94th  year.  During  the  past  few  days  there  has  been  a 
health  crisis  with  my  dad,  and  we  are  here  to  offer  help  to  my  mother  and 
whatever  practical  assistance  we  may  render. 

My  parents  are  happy  residents  of  the  splendid  Landsun  Manor,  a  Methodist 
retirement  home  whose  atmosphere  is  truly  Christian  and  whose  service  is 
superb.  Perhaps  the  chief  asset  of  Landsun,  however,  is  the  couple  who  are  its 
administrators,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  V.  O.  Johnson.  This  couple  perform  an  unexcelled 
ministry.  Their  sensitivity  to  the  needs  of  elderly  people,  and  concern  for  the 
physical,  esthetic,  and  spiritual  health  of  the  "Landsun  family,”  their  genuine 
compassion,  is  a  marvelous  representation  of  the  total  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Watching  the  Johnsons  respond  so  joyfully  to  the  difficult  challenges  of  their 
work  has  set  me  to  thinking  about  the  value  of  such  homes,  for  we  Methodists 
have  many.  Indeed  here  in  Louisiana  we  have  Lafon,  whose  healing  and 
spiritual  ministry  is  well-known  among  us.  There  is  a  difference  between  such 
homes  and  many  other  institutions;  the  "plus”  of  Christly  carets  beyond  price. 

Today  we  salute  Landsun.  Lafqn,  and  all  other  United  Methodist  Church 
sponsored  homes,  and  we  thank  our  God  for  great  ministers  of  Christ's  love, 
like  the  Johnsons,  who  care  about  folks  in  the  later  riper  years  —  folks  who  need 
love  and  joy  and  acceptance. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Two  new  trustees  approved  for  Centenary  New  Orleans 

D.S.  honored 


The  Annual  Conference  has  approved 
the  nomination  of  two  new  members  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary 
College.  They  are:  George  Rankin 
Schurman,  President  and  Board  Chair¬ 
man  of  Schurman  Oil  and  Gas,  Inc., 
Shurman  Realty  Company,  Inc.,  and 
Southland  Stamps,  Inc.;  and  Fletcher 
Thorne-Thomsen,  President  and  Board 
Chairman  of  The  Fabsteel  Company  and 
Subsidiaries. 

Their  names  were  presented  to  the 
Annual  Conference  by  President  John  H. 
Allen,  following  a  recommendation  by 
the  nominating  committee  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  College.  In  other  ac¬ 


tion,  the  trustees  elected  Mrs.  Thomas  E. 
Hogan  secretary.  George  D.  Nelson  was 
reelected  Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  J 
Hugh  Watson  will  continue  as  Vice- 
chairman  and  Chairman  of  the  executive 
committee. 

Both  of  the  newly  elected  trustees  are 
prominently  identified  with  community 
affairs  Among  his  many  connections, 
Mr.  Schurman  is  serving  as  Chairman  of 
the  Louisiana  Planning  and  Advisory 
Council  for  the  White  House  Conference 
on  Handicapped  Individuals.  Mr.  Thorne- 
Thomsen,  working  with  numerous 
organizations,  is  also  Chairman  of  the 
United  Nations  Association-USA. 


Douglas  Church  breaks  ground 


Alabama,  but  have  served  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
continuously.  When  “Brother  Mack” 
retired  in  1968,  he  was  invited  to  become 
minister  of  visitation  at  Asbury,  a  post 
which  he  has  filled  with  dedication  ever 
since. 

According  to  information  received  by 
this  newspaper,  “Brother  Mack”  in¬ 
dicates  that  if  he  had  his  life  to  repeat,  he 
would  still  want  to  be  a  minister  of 
Christ.  “My  goal  is  to  win  500  more  souls 
to  Christ.” 


Groundbreaking  services  for  a  new 
sanctuary  have  taken  place  at  the 
Douglas  Church  in  the  Ruston  District, 
and  plans  are  under  way  for  the  building 
to  be  erected  in  two  stages.  The  first  part 
will  cost  approximately  $35,000  and  will 
consist  of  a  shell  constructed  by  a 
professional  builder.  The  second  stage 
will  be  the  finishing  work  on  the  inside  of 
the  building,  with  the  men  of  the  church 


doing  most  of  the  work. 

After  the  groundbreaking,  there  was  a 
special  service  of  worship  with  District 
Superintendent  Edward  R.  Thomas 
preaching.  Dinner  was  served  on  the 
grounds,  and  following  this  a  service  of 
special  recognition  was  accorded  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Otis  Spinks  who  are 
“retiring  again”  after  serving  the  church 
for  the  last  seven  years. 


m 


Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris 
Awarded  Honorary  Degree 

At  its  commencement  exercises  in 
May,  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  conferred  on  the  Rev.  Alfred  L. 
Norris  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity 
(D.D.)  degree.  Dr.  Norris  was  attending 
the  General  Conference  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  as  an  official  delegate  of  the 
Louisiana  .Annual  Conference  when  the 
award  was  made.  He  flew  to  Atlanta  for 
the  ceremonies,  where  he  was  met  by 
members  of  his  family,  then  returned  to 
Portland  to  complete  his  responsibilities. 

In  citing  Reverend  Norris,  Dr.  Major  J 
Jones,  President -Dean  of  Gammon,  said 
in  part;  “Alfred  Lloyd  Norris  ...  as  a 
Pastor,  Recruiter  for  ministry,  an  in- 
spirer  of  young  people  to  choose 
ministry.  District  Superintendent  and 
Administrator,  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  is  proud  to  honor  you  with  the 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degree.” 

This  newspaper  joins  Doctor  Norris's 
many  friends  in  extending  congratula¬ 
tions  to  him  for  recognition  well  de¬ 
served. 


Rev.  Otis  Spinks;  Carl  Holstead.  Administrative  Board  Chairman;  Davis  Baker, 

Lay  Leader;  Rev.  Ed  Thomas;  Floyd  E Herman,  member  of  Building  Committee; 

Levelle  Holstead,  Board  of  Trustees;  and  Durwood  Chandler,  Board  of  Trustees. 

Aldersgate  is  “born”  in  Louisiana  Conference 


Foundation  report 
com  ing  in  July 

Trustees  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation  look  forward 
to  July  when  all  efforts  on  the 
medallion  project  will  have  been 
completed  The  name  of  every 
church  and  the  amount  contributed 
will  be  listed  in  the  statewide  paper. 

It  is  believed  that  every  charge 
will  be  represented. 


Three  members  of  Warren  Church  of 
Lake  Charles  were  honored  in  a  special 
ceremony  recently.  Mrs.  Betty  Gordon 
(seated)  was  given  a  plaque  as  "Mother 
of  the  Century."  She  is  102  years  old. 
Standing  (1-r)  Mrs.  Elnora  Campbell, 
President  of  UMW  was  honored  by  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Della  Collins  ( center )  of 
Houston,  who  presented  the  symbols  of 
the  Apostles  to  the  Prayer  Room  as  a 
tribute  to  Mrs.  Campbell.  Mrs.  Louise 
Payne  holds  a  plaque  presented  to  her  for 
writing  her  first  book,  "Memories  in 
Poetry."  Pastor  Moses  T.  Jackson  is 
shown  at  left. 

Rev.  John  Kellogg 
died  June  8 

The  Rev.  John  Franklin  Kellogg,  of 
Dry  Prong,  died  suddenly  on  June  8.  He 
had  been  assigned  to  serve  the  Epps- 
Floyd  Churches  in  the  Monroe  District, 
and  was  preparing  to  move  there.  ' 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  June  11 
in  Pineville,  with  the  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  in 
charge,  assisted  by  several  other 
ministers. 

Surviving  the  Reverend  Kellogg  are  his 
widow,  and  the  following  sons  and 
daughters:  Frederic  Richard,  George 
William,  Mrs.  Jonelle  Fern  Walker,  and 
Mrs.  Eileen  Christelle  Thomas. 


Doug  Holmes,  Chairman,  New  Church  Task  Force,  and  Bill 
Massaker.  Chairman  of  Parsonage  Committee,  are  pictured 
on  the  site  of  the  Aldersgate  Church  in  Slidell. 


Phil  Woodland.  Pastor  of  Slidell's  First  Church,  presents  the 
keys  to  the  new  parsonage  to  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  and  Mrs. 
Andrews.  Also  in  the  picture  are  members  of  First  Church.  Al 
West  and  Hal  Province. 


The  second  United  Methodist  Church  to 
be  “bom”  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
within  the  last  year.  Aldersgate,  in 
Slidell,  will  hold  its  first  service  on 
Sunday  June  27.  The  Rev.  Chris  Andrews 
was  appointed  by  Bishop  Crutchfield  and 
the  Cabinet  to  fill  the  post  of  pastor  of  the 
new  church. 

Both  Aldersgate,  and  its  one-year-old 
family  member  St.  Timothy  on  the  North 
Shore  in  Mandeveille  are  in  the  Ham¬ 
mond  District,  of  which  the  Rev  William 
Fraser  is  District  Superintendent. 

Ten  years  ago  the  New  Orleans  District 
Board  of  Missions  acquired  a  34  acre 
tract  of  land  in  north  Slidell,  which  today 


is  in  the  center  of  one  of  the  most  rapidly 
growing  population  areas  in  the  state. 
The  connectional  strength  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  mobilized  to 
help  this  new  congregation  get  started. 

In  addition  to  the  land,  the  Aldersgate 
Church  has  received  a  $10,000  grant 
from  the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  has  been  promised  the 
third  1000  Club  Call  for  1976-77.  Churches 
of  the  Hammond  District  have  pledged 
1%  of  their  operating  budgets  to  un¬ 
derwrite  the  Pastor’s  salary  this  year 

A  task  force  from  First  Church,  Slidell, 
the  Rev.  J.  Phil  Woodland,  Pastor,  has 
been  at  work  laying  the  foundation, 
surveying  families  in  the  area,  securing 


a  new  parsonage,  and  obtaining  tem¬ 
porary  facilities  for  worship.  This  has 
been  done  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Fraser. 

Initially  the  congregation  will  meet  in 
the  “Upper  Room”  which  is  the  second 
floor  of  a  private  dining  room  of  a  loca 
restaurant  located  near  the  new  churc 
site. 

Instrumental  in  overall  planning  fo 
the  church  is  Doug  Holmes,  a  prominent 
member  of  First  Church,  Slidell,  who  has 
headed  the  special  task  force  and  has 
given  leadership  in  the  organization 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield  gave  the 
first  pledge  to  support  of  the  new  church. 


Wrongdoing  by  public  officials: 
we  are  reaping  what  we  have  sown 
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What  causes  ‘no  comment’ 
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TM/UMR  readers  explain  their  silence 


Most  of  the  discussions  relating  to  the 
recent  scandals  involving  members  of 
Congress  have  focused  on  whether  or  not 
public  funds  were  used  to  finance 
"personal  peccadillos  '’  The  implication 
of  such  discussions  is  that  there  is  no 
relationship  between  a  person’s  private 
morality  and  his  ability  to  serve  the 
public. 

We  unalterably  disagree. 

Violations  of  the  law  and  the  public 
trust  by  elected  officials  should  indeed 
cause  us  serious  concern. 

But  as  Christians,  we  should  be  equally 
as  concerned  by  the  growing  attitude  in 
all  parts  of  our  society  that  no  form  of 
behavior  is  inherently  right  or  wrong.  We 
have  come  increasingly  to  affirm  all 
forms  of  behavior  involving  "consenting 
adults"  so  long  as  they  are  not  illegal 
and/  or  that  those  involved  do  not  get 
caught.  History  has  shown  that  such  an 
attitude  eventually  leads  to  a  state  of 
moral  anarchy  and  social  disintegration. 
We  believe  the  recent  scandals  which 
have  come  to  light,  and  those  which 
inevitably  will  follow,  are  mere  symp¬ 
toms  of  this  larger  problem  in  our 
society. 

Long  ago  Paul  dealt  with  the  question 
of  law,  freedom,  and  responsibility  in  his 
letter  to  the  church  in  Galatia.  In  plain 
language,  he  contrasted  the  “works  of 
the  flesh”  with  “the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.” 

Under  the  former,  he  listed:  "im¬ 
morality,  impurity,  licentiousness, 
idolatry,  sorcery,  enmity,  strife, 
jealousy,  anger,  selfishness,  dissention, 
party  spirit,  envy,  drunkenness, 
carousing,  and  the  like.”  And  he  warned: 
“Those  who  do  such  things  shall  not 
inherit  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

In  contrast,  Paul  lists  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  as  “love,  joy,  peace,  patience, 
kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness,  gen¬ 
tleness  and  self-control.” 

And  he  pointedly  adds,  "Do  not  be 
deceived;  God  is  not  mocked,  for 
whatsoever  a  man  sows,  that  he  will  also 
reap  For  he  who  sows  to  his  own  flesh 
will  from  the  flesh  reap  corruption;  but 
he  who  sows  to  the  Spirit  will  from  the 
Spirit  reap  eternal  life.” 

We  are  convinced  that  a  person  can 
serve  as  a  public  official  and  still  "live 
and  walk  by  the  Spirit.”  Some  members 
of  Congress  do.  We  equally  assert  that  a 
person  who  seeks  to  exemplify  the  "fruits 
of  the  Spirit”  will  be  a  better  public  of¬ 
ficial  than  one  who  exemplifies  the 
"works  of  the  flesh." 

Rather  than  merely  joining  the  chorus 
of  persons  calling  for  Congressional 
investigations  of  public  corruption, 
persons  within  the  church  should  join  in 
reasserting  that  we  dare  not  continue  to 
mock  the  laws  of  God  —  whether  we  be 
public  officials  or  ordinary  citizens. 

The  use  of  employes  to  provide  sexual 
gratification  for  oneself,  or  for  persons  a 
public  official  wishes  to  influence,  is  no 
less  than  forced  prostitution;  and  the 
prostituion  of  another  person  is  immoral. 
But  so  is  timing  one’s  revelation  of  a 
scandal  to  maximize  the  sale  of  one’s 
book  describing  the  scandal.  And  so  are 
the  countless  other  ways  in  which,  though 
unpublicized,  we  use  other  people  to 
attain  our  selfish  ends.  The  treatment  of 
other  persons  as  objects  is  wrong 
whether  or  not  we  can  get  by  with  it. 

Marriage  between  a  man  and  a  women 
is  a  sacred  mutual  commitment.  It  is 
immoral  for  one  or  both  partners  in  a 
marriage  to  be  unfaithful  to  one  another. 
Such  acts  not  only  destroy  the  basis  of 
marriage;  they  also  erode  the  conscience 
and  the  self-respect  of  the  individuals 
committing  them.  Marital  infidelity  is 
wrong  whether  the  offender  is  a 
congressman,  a  Hollywood  star  or  an 
ordinary  citizen;  it  is  wrong  whether  or 
not  one  is  found  out. 

Has  it  become  unfashionable  for  the 
church  to  speak  with  God-given  authority 
about  the  depths  of  our  individual  and 
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social  sinfulness?  Has  the  church 
become  bashful  about  callings  to  repent 
and  accept  the  way  of  life  that  God  has 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ?  Has  the  time 
not  come  for  us  to  awake  from  our  moral 
slumber  and  reassert  this  most  basic 
Christian  call? 

Until  we,  as  Christians,  convince 
ourselves  and  the  society  around  us  that 
there  are  moral  norms  —  revealed  to  us 
through  the  wisdom  of  God  so  that  we 
may  experience  human  happiness  and 
fulfillment  —  we  should  not  be  surprised 
by  any  form  of  public  or  private  im¬ 
morality  which  may  come  to  light.  Nor 
should  we  assume  that  such  immorality 
is  limited  to  public  officials  in 
Washington,  D.  C.;  it  is  also  occurring  in 
our  own  communities, and  in  our  chur¬ 
ches. 

We  reap  what  we  sow.  And  we  have 
sown  far  too  much  "do  your  own  thing," 
and  far  too  little  “Repent  and  believe  in 
the  gospel.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


To  the  Editor; 

I  was  reading  the  June  11  TM/  UMR 
and  saw  your  plea  for  reactions  to  your 
General  Conference  reporting.  Many 
times  1  have  thought  of  writing  you  but 
never  got  to  doing  it.  I  feel  it’s  a  must 
now. 

I  consider  myself  a  Methodist-by-force 
in  that  my  husband  is  a  pastor  and  we 
came  into  the  denomination  because  of 
the  merger.  I  have  tried  very  hard  to  find 
out  why  and  how  the  denomination 
operates  and  my  feelings  and  reactions 
to  much  I  read  of  the  denominational 
literature  are  extremely  negative. 
However,  I  do  find  that  there  are  in¬ 
dications  through  articles  I  read  in 
TM/  UMR  and  through  some  con¬ 
ferences  I  attended  that  there  is  an  in¬ 
terest  in  earnestly  seeking  to  exalt  Jesus 
Christ  through  our  lives  and  the  policies 
of  the  denomination.  I  still  find  it  difficult 
to  understand  how  it’s  possible  for  folks 
who  even  deny  the  existence  of  God  to  be 
involved  in  denominational  positions, 
and  I  fail  to  find  Biblical  background  for 


many  of  the  social  action  policies. 

However,  as  I  read  the  accounts  of 
General  Conference  and  have  reports  of 
those  attending,  I  am  encouraged 
because  I  do  believe  that  the  grass-roots 
level  of  members  was  heard  this  time 
and,  therefore,  we  know  that  the 
hierarchy  is  aware  of  our  existence.  I 
was  happy  to  learn  that  evangelism 
which  reaches  the  heart  of  man  was 
finally  accepted  as  an  important  need. 
Just  changing  environmental  cir¬ 
cumstances  does  nothing  unless  the  heart 
is  changed,  too.  I  was  at  the  Conference 
on  Evangelism  in  Philadelphia  in 
January  and  found  your  coverage  of  that 
to  be  excellent,  so  I  feel  I  can  trust  your 
coverage  of  the  General  Conference  to  be 
as  accurate  for  the  most  part.  (I  have 
read  some  reports  of  local  conferences 
that  I  had  attended  that  most  definitely 
reflected  the  desires  the  reporter  wishes 
to  see  for  results  and  not  that  of  those 
attending,  judging  by  remarks  I  heard 
and  my  own  reactions.)  I  hate  dry 
business  sessions,  but  I  guess  they  are 


Membership  rule  was  needed 

gov/e 


To  the  Editor 

Your  lead  editorial  in  the  June  4  issue 
centers  on  the  recent  General  Conference 
action  requiring  that  General  Boards 
elect  only  United  Methodist  Church 
members  to  executive  positions.  Your 
editorial  suggests  that  the  action  was 
premature  and  unwise  as  well,  since  it 
strikes  a  blow  at  ecumenical  relations. 

As  a  lay  member  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  of  the  legislative  committee 
(Administrative  Order)  which  dealt  with 
Jlhis  issue,  I  must  affirm  to  the  contrary 
on  both  concerns.  As  we  perceived  it,  the 
action  was  not  premature;  the  item,  in 
form  of  petitions,  was  properly  before 
General  Conference.  However,  the 
petitions  attempted  to  deal  with  the 
theological  aspect  of  requiring  agency 
executives  to  make  a  specific  kind  of 
affirmation  of  belief  in  God.  We  would 
then  have  had  to  let  General  Conference 
determine  the  appropriate  school  of 
theological  persuasion  (“conservative,” 
“liberal,”  "neo-orthodox,"  “fun¬ 
damentalist,”  etc.  —  a  la  Jeffrey 
Haden’s  1967  survey).  Instead,  while  not 
disturbing  existing  agency  personnel,  we 
decided  to  require  United  Methodist 
Church  membership  for  future  ap¬ 
pointees.  This,  as  I  see  it,  would  enable  us 
to  include  a  standard  for  doctrinal 
determination  and  yet  preserve  in¬ 
dividual  freedom  of  interpretation. 

An  incidental  result  may  indeed  be  a 
small  temporary  blow  at  in¬ 
terdenominational  relations,  although  I 
suggest  that  this  conclusion  is  itself 
premature,  since  present  staff  are  to  be 
exempt  from  the  requirement. 

I  think  we  can  make  an  honest  effort  to 
live  with  the  situation,  since  we  are  being 
—  again,  as  I  see  it  —  appropriately 
Wesleyan  in  the  main  matter.  I  was 
therefore  pleased  to  read  in  TM/  UMR  of 
May  28  that  Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter, 
executive  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  finds  “no 
problem  with  it  at  all.” 

Theodore  L.  Agnew 

Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

B  is  h  o p  \s  v  ie  iv  uro  ng 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing,  as  Methodists,  to 
be  reminded  that  bishops  do  not  decide 
doctrinal  matters  and  are  often  as 
wrong-headed  in  some  of  their  ideas  as  a 
naive  layman.  Surely  Bishop  James  K. 
Matthews  could  have  come  up  with 
something  better  as  the  mark  of  a 
Christian  than  his  preposterous  view 
(reported  in  your  June  11  issue)  that  “to 
be  a  Christian  is  to  believe  in  the  one 
church.”  This  is  simply  untrue,  as  well  as 
being  misleading. 

To  emphasize  “churchism”  as  he  does 
is  to  divert  the  attention  of  Christians 
from  weightier  matters  and  to  give  the 
false  idea  that  unity  is  the  one  thing 
needful.  The  church  is  a  means  to  the  end 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  is  not  itself  the 
Kingdom.  It  stands  under  judgment  of 
the  Gospel  and  needs  occasionally  to  be 
baptized  "afresh  in  the  life-giving  spirit 
of  Jesus,”  as  one  of  our  Methodist 
prayers  says.  When  we  have  evidence 
that  the  church  is  filled  with  “the 
prophet's  scorn  of  tyranny  and  with  a 
Christ-like  tenderness  for  the  heavy- 
laden  and  downtrodden,”  we  might  pay  a 
little  more  attention  to  unity-mongering. 

Instead  of  worrying  about  our 
“shameful  disunity,”  Bishop  Matthews 
should  rather  have  reiterated  these 
prayerful  words  about  the  church: 
“Make  her  valiant  to  give  up  her  life  to 
humanity,  that  like  her  crucified  Lord 
she  may  mount  by  the  path  of  the  cross  to 
a  higher  glory."  I  do  hope  the  Bishop 
repents  of  his  unsound  view  of  the  church 
before  long.  He  is  not  making  the 
Christian  life  any  easier  by  this  wateful 
diversionary  emphasis. 

Warren  E.  Steinkraus 

Oswego,  New  York 

W  ho  deserves  money ? 

To  the  Editor; 

United  Methodists  have  recently  been 
pondering  the  best  disposition  of  the  $6 
million  profit  derived  by  the  UMC  from 
the  sale  of  land  in  Washington,  D.C.  The 
first  question  that  should  be  considered 
is:  “To  whom  does  the  profit  rightfully 
belong?”  UM's  will  surely  agree  that  all 
land  was  created  by  God.  There  is  no 
record  that  God  charged  anyone  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  land  He  gave  us. 
Originally  the  selling  price  of  land  was 
zero.  In  recent  years,  some  land  has  been 
sold  for  as  high  as  $250  a  square  foot.  This 
is  equivalent  to  approximately  $10 
million  an  acre.  This  fantastic  increase  is 
designated  "unearned  increment”  by 
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economists.  The  dictionary  defines 
unearned  increment  as  "an  increase  in 
the  value  of  land  due  to  no  labor  or  ex¬ 
penditure  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  but  to 
natural  causes,  such  as  the  increase  of 
population  or  the  general  progress  of 
society.” 

The  $6  million  profit  mentioned  above 
is  a  perfect  example  of  unearned  in¬ 
crement.  No  one  will  seriously  contend 
that  UMC  exerted  any  labor  to  earn  this 
profit.  In  other  words,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  “got  something  for 
nothing."  An  economic  system  which 
allows  one  group  or  individual  to  take, 
without  just  compensation,  income  that 
has  been  earned  by  other  individuals  or 
groups  is  unjust  and  inequitable.  It 
seems  strange  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  by  remaining  silent,  has  been 
willing  to  condone  such  an  obviously 
immoral  arrangement.  I  wonder  whether 
this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  church 
has  lost  so  many  of  its  members. 

B.  John  Eichert 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Papers  available 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  excellent  paper  and 
excellent  reporting. 

The  article,  "Openness  to  charismatics 
church  stance”  (TM/  UMR,  May  14) 
mentioned  two  papers:  (1)  Robert  G. 
Tuttle’s  "The  Charismatic  Movement: 
Its  Historical  Base  and  Wesleyan 
Framework,”  and  (2)  Ross  E.  Whet¬ 
stone’s  “The  Search  for  Christian 
Experience  in  a  Sociocultural 
Revolution.” 

We  would  like  to  purchase  copies  of  the 
reports.  You  are  the  only  lead  presently. 

Kenneth  Steigler 
Glendale,  Rhode  Island 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  complete 
guidelines  plus  the  two  above  mentioned 
papers  will  be  available  after  August  1 
from  “Discipleship  Resources,”  P.O. 
Box  840,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202.  The 
cost  of  this  material  will  be  $1.00  and 
reference  should  be  made  to  catalog 
number  EV035K  when  ordering. 

Emotionalism  not  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  respectfully  disagree  with  Alden 
Munson  regarding  the  place  of 
emotionalism  in  Christian  witness 
(TM/  UMR,  June  4).  There  is  a  dif¬ 
ference,  in  my  opinion,  between  deep 
religious  feeling  and  emotionalism. 

Emotionalism  is  superficial  and  often 
sentimental.  It  gives  the  person  ex¬ 
periencing  it  a  warm  glow,  much  like  the 
after  effects  of  taking  a  drug.  This  is  not 
the  kind  of  experience  that  John  Wesley 
had  at  Aldersgate.  His  was  a  deep  and 
transforming  experinece  that  prompted 
him  not  only  to  preach  but  to  show 
compassion  towards  the  poor  miners  of 
Kingswood.  Wesley  did  not,  as  Mr. 
Munson  suggests,  cease  to  be  a  thinking 
person  following  his  experience.  Wesley 
continued  to  be  an  intellectual  and  to 
encourage  his  preachers  to.  read  books. 

Emotional  religion  tends  to  be  self- 
centered,  rather  than  Christ-centered. 
The  emphasis  is  on  “how  good  I  feel" 
rather  than  a  praise  of  God.  We  need  a 
deep  Christian  faith  today  that  combines 
a  warm  heart  and  a  sound  mind;  that 
combines  personal  faith  with  concern  for 
others. 

Gary  L.  McLam 

White  River  Junction,  Vermont 

U  riter  u  n  ifo  rm  ed 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  commercial  farmer,  I  read  the 
article  on  "Ways  to  alleviate  the  food 
problem"  by  Ralph  Cox  with  some 
amusement  (TM/  UMR,  May  28).  Mr. 
Cox  has  fallen  victim  to  a  common 
malaise  —  that  is,  becoming  an  instant 
expert  on  a  complex  field  without  much 


necessary.  However,  I  am  most  happy  to 
know  that  we  who  really  are  the  church 
—  the  individual  members,  were  heard 
and  heeded  at  General  Conference.  I  am 
encouraged  and  may  yet  come  to  con¬ 
clude  that  being  in  the  United  Methodist 
denomination  isn’t  all  that  bad. 

Thank  you  for  your  efforts  at  "telling  it 
like  it  is.”  Praise  the  Lord,  our  Christian 
life  is  based  on  more  than  mere  mortals’ 
efforts.  Jesus  is  Lord!  His  best  as  you 
continue  to  serve. 

Marjorie  E.  Scruton 
Jennerstown,  Pennsylvania 

Conference  was  trivia 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  June  11  editorial, 
"Dear  readers:  help  us  interpret  your 
silence,"  don’t  blame  yourselves.  Blame 
the  trivia  with  which  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  chose  to  be  concerned! 

Kyle  Smith 
Nashville.  Tennessee 

Bureaucracy  too  great 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  request  for  reader 
feedback  concerning  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  I  would  like  to  make  the 
following  observation.  For  me,  General 
Conference  represents  the  Methodist 
bureaucracy. 

I  am  a  loyal  Methodist,  but  I  am 
becoming  increasingly  disturbed  about 
the  huge  Methodist  “religious” 
bureaucracy.  I  cannot  reconcile  the 
economically  simple,  nomadic  life  of 
Christ  and  the  early  church  experience 
where  all  things  were  owned  in  common 
and  property  and  supplies  were 
distributed  according  to  need  with  the 
modern  Methodist  enterprise  including 
stock  portfolios  and  billions  of  dollars 
worth  of  land,  buildings,  retreat  sites  and 
equipment. 

I  think  that  as  a  denomination  we  have 
adopted  a  life  style  quite  alien  to  the 
original  calling  of  the  church.  Because  I 
associate  General  Conference  with  our 
failure  as  a  corporate  group,  I  would 
rather  pretend  it  didn’t  happen  once 
every  four  years  —  thus  the  apathy. 

Jerry  Crees 
Austin,  Texas 


real,  information  about  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cox’s  eleven  proposals  all  assume 
that  we  are  not  producing  food  as  cheaply 
as  possible.  Or  that  if  more  food  is 
produced  (making  it  cheaper)  that 
somehow  the  hungry  will  magically 
receive  some. 

I  will  quickly  state  that  the  U.S.  ,  ,  ....  .  _  .  _  ______ 

produces  food  far  cheaper  in  real  money  •  p'neral  Conference.  Although  I  was  not  Coverage  delightful 

values  than  anv  other  nation  in  the  world.  there  in  person,  I  was  indeed  thinking  Tn  ,he  Fditnr-  J 


‘Finances'  overdone 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  voice  my  approval  of  the 
issues  discussed  and  voted  on  at  the 


to  wonder  if  this  is  what  Christianity  is  all 
about,  or  have  we  become  such  big 
business,  loaded  with  bureaucracy,  that 
we  are  losing  the  human  touch,  natural 
spontaneity,  and  our  blessed  in¬ 
dividuality  As  I  read  wht  the  UMW 
church  stands  for,  votes  for,  and 
believes,  I  wonder  that  the  individuals 
that  populate  and  propagate  the  church 
believe. 

Then  I  came  to  the  part  where  the 
Native  American  minister  of  some  years 
was  not  allowed  to  vote  at  Conference, 
whereas  ministers  from  overseas  were. 
Believe  me,  that  made  me  see  red!  And 
that’s  no  pun.  That’s  when  you  lost  me  on 
the  conference  coverage  —  although  I'm 
sure  you  did  an  admirable  job  on  same. 

Ijust  have  to  add  my  feelings  about  all 
titles.  They  are  simply  crutches  to  the 
insecure.  I  have  a  sneaking  feeling  if  we 
threw  them  all  away,  we  might  come 
together  as  harmonious  Chrsitians.  I’m 
not  a  title  —  I’m  a  person. 

Ruby  Threewitt 
Westmoreland,  Kansas 

iVo  one  cares 

To  the  Editor: 

O.K.,  you  did  ask  for  it  regarding  the 
subject  of  General  Conference. 

First,  you  did  a  good  job  reporting. 

Second,  very  few  people  really  cared. 

Speaking  to  the  second  point,  it  should 
be  recognized  that  when  only  one  out  of 
three  United  Methodists  even  considers 
the  11  a. m.  hour  on  Sunday  as  something 
special,  why  should  he  worry  about 
activities  going  on  thousands  of  miles 
away? 

And  when  the  individual  feels  no  touch 
with  the  “professional”  churchmen 
(clergy  and  lay),  why  should  he  worry  or 
be  concerned  about  the  dull  and 
monotonous  sessions  which  avoid  con¬ 
troversy  at  all  costs  in  order  that  our 
pluralistic  philosophy  can  cover  like  an 
umbrella  every  member  of  the  human 
race? 

The  average  churchman  is  tired  of 
“big  church,”  just  as  he  is  "big  bovem- 
ment”  and  big  this  and  big  that.  When 
our  representatives  at  all  levels 
recognize  that  the  world  does  not  revolve 
around  them,  then  and  only  then  will 
representative  bodies  get  the  interest 
and  attention  they  should. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  in  your 
reporting!  Barry  DeZonia 

Garland,  Texas 


values  than  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 
In  fact,  farmers  have  traditionally 
worked  for  a  very  low  return  for  their 
labor.  Farmers  have  been  and  continue 
to  be  the  least  rewarded  segment  of  our 
economy.  If  Mr.  Cox’s  proposals  were 
adopted  by  even  half  of  our  population,  it 
would  mean  bankruptcy  for  most 
commercial  farmers  in  the  U.S. 

The  answer  to  the  hunger  problem  lies 
in  something  far  harder  than  just  eating 
less  meat  or  more  grain.  It  is  necessary 
for  us  as  concerned  Christians  to  give 
money  to  buy  food  for  the  hungry.  The 
reason  they  are  hungry  is  they  cannot 
afford  to  buy  food  at  any  price.  So  if  you 
are  concerned  with  hunger,  dig  deep  and 
give.  . 

R.  Jackson  O  Day  Jr. 

Seaford,  Delaware 


and  praying  about  it,  and  very  anxious 
over  the  outcome. 

Thanks  also  to  your  paper  for  the  good 
coverage. 

If  I  should  find  a  criticism,  it  would  be 
that  the  meeting  seemed  to  have  started 
and  also  closed  on  the  matter  of  finances. 
I  believe  that  this  will  be  very  well  taken 
care  of  when  people  are  thoroughly 
reborn  of  the  Spirit.  Ruby  Lee 

Hume,  Missouri 

Wasn't  'inspired' 

To  the  Editor: 

Too  much  of  a  good  thing  can,  believe  it 
or  not,  become  boring.  I’m  not 
necessarily  saying  all  the  coverage  of  the 
Conference  was  all  that  inspiring  to  me. 
But  I  stayed  with  it  even  though  I  began 


On  the  TM/UMR  Heat 


Attending  church  meetings 
Ssand  the  church’s  main  work 


Mr.  Dunnam 

If  the  way  to  get  to  heaven  was  to  at¬ 
tend  church  meetings,  I’m  sure  I’d  be 
more  than  halfway  there  by  now. 

After  spending  two  weeks  at  the 
General  Conference  in  Portland,  and 
most  of  the  past  month  at  a  dozen  annual 
conferences,  I’m  beginning  to  feel  like  a 
professional  church-meeting-goer.  And 
the  Jurisdictional  Conferences  in  July 
and  the  World  Methodist  Conference  in 
August  still  lie  ahead. 

Of  course,  our  salvation  is  not  based  on 
the  number  of  church  meetings  we  attend 
—  whether  those  meetings  are  at  some 
connectional  level  or  in  our  local  church. 
In  fact,  one  of  two  conclusions  I've 
reached  during  my  recent  travels  is  that 
a  person  can  attend  too  many  church 
meetings. 

Most  of  what  goes  on  at  a  conference  is 
institutional  housekeeping:  hearing 
reports,  approving  budgets,  debating 
program  priorities,  etc.  These  activities 
are  essential  if  the  institutional  church  is 
to  function  in  good  order.  Conferences 
are  also  important  for  helping  to 
maintain  a  sense  of  relatedness  between 
persons  in  different  parts  of  the  church. 
But  ii  one  attends  too  many  conferences, 
there  is  a  danger  that  one  will  come  to 
think  that  conference  work  is  the 
primary  work  of  the  church. 

Similarly,  if  one  attends  too  m^ny 
business  and  committee  meetings  in  a 
local  church,  there  is  a  danger  that  one 
will  come  to  look  upon  committee  work 
as  the  primary  work  of  the  church. 

The  primary  business  of  the  church  is 
not  holding  conferences  or  committee 
meetings,  but  gathering  as  a  community 
of  persons  who  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  to 
hear  the  Word  of  God  preached  and 
taught,  and  then  scattering  in  all 
directions  to  live  the  life  of  faith  in  the 
world.  Any  time  that  we  find  ourselves 
spending  more  time  in  church  business 
meetings  than  we  are  spending  in  wor¬ 
ship,  witnessing  and  service  to  the  world, 
chances  are  we  are  attending  too  many 
church  meetings. 

My  second  conclusion  is  that  we  spend 
more  time  doing  our  "housekeeping"  at 
most  church  meetings  than  is  necessary, 
and  we  spend  too  little  time  discussing 
our  basic  purposes  as  persons  committed 
to  Jesus  Christ.  This  was  dramatically 


illustrated  by  the  General  Conference's 
approval  of  three  new  “missional 
priorities”  —  world  hunger,  ethnic 
minority  local  churches,  and 
evangelism.  Nearly  all  of  the  discussion 
was  on  how  to  fund  these  emphases,  and 
not  on  why  the  Christian  gospel  compels 
us  to  engage  in  them.  In  less  dramatic 
ways,  we'ean  witness  the  same  type  of 
phenomenon  in  our  annual  conferences 
and  our  local  churches. 

This  situation  will  not  be  helped  by  the 
ascription  of  pious  words  and  platitudes 
to  our  “housekeeping.”  It  will  be  helped 
if  we  will  keep  our  basic  purposes  as  a 
church  foremost  in  our  minds,  and  if  we 
will  test  every  program,  every  budget, 
and  every  other  item  of  business  against 
these  purposes. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


To  the  Editor: 

I  just  finished  reading  the  editorial  in 
your  June  11  edition  asking  about  the 
lack  of  response  from  your  readers  to 
your  coverage  of  General  Conference. 

So,  I  hasten  to  tell  you,  while  I  never 
thought  of  writing  to  you  about  it,  I  most 
certainly  enjoyed  your  coverage  of  this 
important  event.  To  prove  this,  I  must 
tell  you  I  clipped  the  whole  page  from  the 
May  28  TM/  UMR  to  keep  with  my 
special  materials  for  teaching  an  adult 
class  in  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Clearwater,  Florida.  I  was 
simply  delighted  to  have  that  informa¬ 
tion  given  so  concisely  and  well. 

Thank  you. 

Dorothy  Weston 
Palm  Harbor,  Florida 

I\o  news  is  good  news 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  request  for  reactions 
to  your  coverage  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  I  thought  it  excellent,  intelligent 
and  intelligible,  and  I  read  it  all. 

But  write?  Perhaps  you  should  assume 
that  no  news  really  is  good  news. 

Nadine  I.  Clark 
Belleair  Bluff,  Florida 

Reporting  was  good 

To  the  Editor: 

TM/  UMR  did  a  good  job  of  posting 
readers  on  the  General  Conference. 
Some  of  my  associates  and  I  had 
discussed  reading  your  paper  to  learn 
about  General  Conference.  We  had 
developed  an  attitude  of  expectancy  and 
were  pleased  with  your  coverage  — 
topics  and  depth.  Also,  we  commented  on 
the  national  news  releases  we  read  ;  none 
ballooned  the  negative  as  in  previous 
years. 

Thanks  for  your  request  for  comments 
about  General  Conference  coverage.  A 
little  “prodding”  never  hurt  anyone. 

J.  W.  Smith  Jr. 

Monroe,  Louisiana 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  an  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  for  blind  ads 
$1.00  per  Insertion. 

ORGANIST  POSITION  OPEN:  Excellent  op¬ 
portunity  for  qualified  person.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact  Robert  Woodham,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  411  W.  Turner,  Clearwater.  Fla.  33518 

ORGANIST- DIRECTOR  full  time  developing  music 
program  with  children  and  adults.  Large  Mohler 
organ  In  new  church  building  near  U.S.  Capitol. 
Write  TM  /  UMR.  Box  1078.  Dallas.  TX  75221. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordlnaton  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours.  Box  660515.  Miami  Springs. 
Fla.  33166. 

HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  Married  couples  with 

no  dependents.  Salary,  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also  In¬ 
surance  and  retirement  programs  are  available. 
Must  be  non-smokers,  non-drinkers,  high  school 
graduate.  Write  Holston  Methodist  Home,  P.O.  Box 
188.  Greenevllle.  Tennessee  37743. 

PART-TIME  CHANCEL  CHOIR  DIRECTOR 
position  open,  (for  a  1100  Member  Church)  -  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Pearland  (south  of 
Houston  city  limits)  2301  N.  Houston.  P.O.  Box  96. 
Pearland.  Texas  77481.  Phone  number  (713)  485-4379 
or  (713)  485-1466.  i 

DIAMOND  LODGE,  located  close  to  Durango, 
Colorado.  Is  owned  and  operated  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  13X  Main  St.  Houston.  Texas 
77002.  Phone:  (713  )  652-2999.  Write  or  phone  for  In¬ 
formation  or  reservations. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  SEEKS  POSITION:  Qualified 

Masters  Graduate,  music  specially,  experienced 
with  youth;  David  McShane,  University  United 
Methodist.  3405  Taft,  Wichita  Falls.  Tx.  76308.  (817) 
767-8511. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  (Children's  Divisions) 
for  6.000  member  church.  Minimum:  B.A.  with 
preparation  In  children’s  education  and  three  years 
experience  (recent)  In  children’s  Christian 
education  program  In  urban-sized  church.  Salary 
open.  Write:  Les  Sitter,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  420  N.  Nevada  Avenue.  Colorado  Springs. 
Colorado  80903. 

FOR  SALE:  Used  folding  vinyl  room  dividers.  8  feet 
high.  5  divisions,  total  length  70  feet.  Includes  track 
and  latches.  $300.  United  Methodist  Church.  Mound 
Valley.  Kansas  67354.  (316)  338-2811  evenings. 

POEMS  WANTED:  The  Texas  Society  of  Poets  Is 
compiling  a  book  of  poems.  If  you  have  written  a 
poem  and  would  like  our  selection  committee  to 
consider  It  for  publication,  send  your  poem  and  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  to:  Texas  Society  of 
Poets,  3317  Montrose  Blvd..  Suite  300,  Houston. 
Texas  77006. 

CAMERAS  WANTED,  old  or  unused,  any  type.  For 
minister's  collection.  Will  pay  postage.  Rev.  Webster 
Kltchell.  5210  Fannin.  Houston.  Texas  77004. 

NEED  IDEAS  for  effective  stewardship  programs? 
Try  SALT,  the  bi-monthly  stewardship  newsletter. 
Keep  up-to-date  on  what  others  are  doing.  Read 
about  new  techniques  and  materials  to  help  you  in 
your  own  efforts.  For  free  sample  and  Information, 
write:  Dept.  M.  Louis  Nelbauer  Co.,  Benson  East. 
Jenklntown.  PA  19046. 

TAKE  ATHREE  WEEK  carefree  tour  of  Europe. 
Depart  September  13th  from  New  York.  Only  $1199. 
Brochure.  Hostess:  Mildred  Tohlr,  9101-51  Friars 
Road.  San  Diego.  Calif.  92108. 
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Decal  reminds  Americans 
of  spiritual  concerns 

CASSELBERRY,  Fla.  —  Carl  P.  Harmeling  isn’t  the  only  American  who  is 
afraid  spiritual  concerns  may  get  lost  in  all  the  flagwaving  of  this  Bicentennial 
year. 

But  he  is  one  American  who  decided  to  do  something  besides  worry.  He  designed 
and  is  trying  to  distribute  a  decal  reminding  Americans  that  they  are  indeed  “one 
Nation,  Under  God.” 

Disabled  by  glaucoma  and  admittedly  a  little  late  in  marketing  his  design,  the 
retired  businessman  and  former  United  Methodist  choir  director  isn’t  upset  that 
his  decals  haven’t  exactly  glutted  the  market. 

“I’m  not  doing  this  to  make  money,”  he  says.  “Maybe  it’s  just  a  chance  to 
witness  a  little.” 

The  idea  came,  he  told  TM/  UMR,  as  he  wondered  what’s  happening  to  the 
country.  “What  would  equip  up  to  do  a  better  job  as  a  country?  Perhaps  we  need  to 
get  on  our  knees." 

Together  he  and  a  son  designed  the  four-color  emblem  and  advertized  them 
through  letters  to  some  organizations,  churches,  religious  bookstores  and  friends 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  They  sold  some  but  “people  are  indifferent,”  Mr. 
Harmeling  admits.  “Funny  cartoons  would  probably  be  more  popular  —  but  to  me, 
this  is  a  serious  time.” 

Several  thousand  are  still  available,  he  says.  He  suggests  groups  sell  them  as 
fund-raisers  or  offer  them  as  good  will  mementos.  In  fact,  he’ll  send  any 
organization  the  number  of  decals  it  estimates  it  can  use,  and  trust  it  to  send  him 
by  Sept.  1  any  unused  decals  plus  ten  cents  each  (his  cost)  for  every  one  sold  or 
used. 

Mr.  Harmeling’s  address  is  262  Concord  Drive,  Casselberry,  Fla.  32707. 
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CASSELBERRY,  Fla.  —  Calling  the  nation  back  to  faith  in  God  in  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  year  is  this  four-color  decal  designed  by  retired  United  Methodist  Carl  P. 
Harmeling  here.  Mr.  Harmeling  is  making  the  decal  available  to  interested 
churches  and  organizations  at  the  cost,  as  his  contribution  to  “God  and  Country, 
both  of  which  have  been  very  good  to  me." 


Conference  asks  election 
of  an  Hispanic  bishop 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

United  Methodism’s  Rio  Grande  an¬ 
nual  conference  has  called  for  the 
election  of  a  Hispanic-American  bishop 
in  1976  and  nominated  two  of  its 
clergypersons  for  that  post. 

Dr.  Roy  D.  Barton  of  Dallas  and  Dr. 
Roberto  Escamilla  of  Nashville  received 
equal  backing  from  the  Hispanic- 
American  conference  June  13  —  joining 
10  other  nominees  who  have  thus  far 
received  formal  endorsement  from 
annual  conferences. 

Dr.  Barton  is  director  of  Mexican- 
American  programs  at  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  Dr.  Escamilla  is  assistant 
general  secretai'y  of  the  section  on 
worship  and  theology,  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship's  Division  of  Evangelism. 
Stewardship  and  Worship. 

Declaring  that  "the  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  Hispanic  representation  in 
the  Council  of  Bishops”  the  Rio  Grande 
resolution  called  on  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  to  recognize  the  "unique 
contributions”  of  an  ethnic  minority 
annual  conference  which  has  existed  for 
more  than  100  years. 

“Whereas  the  church  has  officially 
declared  its  total  inclusiveness."  the 
resolution  states,  the  Rio  Grande  con¬ 
ference  requests  the  election  of  Dr. 
Barton.  Dr.  Escamilla,  “or  any  other 


Hispanic  which  jurisdictional  delegates 
consider  qualified.” 

The  resolution  was  submitted  to  the 
annual  conference  by  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Rio  Grande  jurisdictional 
delegation,  chaired  by  Oscar  0.  Garza 
IV. 

Ten  other  clergymen  had  been 
nominated  by  annual  conference  for 
election  to  the  United  Methodist 
episcopacy  as  of  June  9,  under  an  option 
provided  to  annual  conferences  by  the 
1976  General  Conferences.  The  ten,  and 
15  other  men.  had  been  nominated  earlier 
by  their  respective  jurisdictional  delega¬ 
tions.  (See  TM/  UMR,  May  28.) 

Nominees,  and  the  conferences  en¬ 
dorsing  them,  are:  the  Rev.  Bruce  P. 
Blake.  Derby.  Kans.,  Kansas  West;  the 
Rev.  Monk  Bryan.  Columbia,  Mo., 
Missouri  East;  the  Rev.  R.  Jervis  Cooke, 
Dover,  Del.,  Peninsula;  the  Rev.  Hugh  D. 
Crocker.  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Western 
Pennsylvania;  the  Rev.  David  A.  Giles, 
Albany,  N.Y.,  Troy. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Grove,  Bethel 
Park.  Pa..  Western  Pennsylvania;  the 
Rev.  Richard  W.  Harrington,  Pittsford, 
N.Y..  Western  New  York;  the  Rev.  Paul 
J.  Meuschke.  Pittsburgh.  Pa.,  Western 
Pennsylvania;  the  Rev.  C.  Glenn 
Mingledorff,  Utica.  N.Y.,  Northern  New 
York;  and  the  Rev.  Sidney  Roberts,  Fort 
Worth.  Tex.,  Central  Texas. 


the  church  today 


:  Yellowstone  Conference  to 
-  begin  TM/UMR  edition 

;  BILLINGS.  Mont.  —  United 
f  Methodism's  Yellowstone  Annual 
1  Conference  voted  here  last  week  to  begin 
t  a  conference  edition  of  the  United 
;  Methodist  Reporter  in  January  of  1977 
;  Yellowstone,  which  covers  Montana 
;  and  the  northern  part  of  Wyoming,  will 
;  bring  to  32  the  number  of  annual  con- 

•  ferenccs  which  utilize  TM/  UMR  to 

•  publish  their  weekly  conference  new- 
-■  paper 

\|)|>licaiits  sought  for 
l  communications  post 
^  DAYTON.  Ohio  —  United  Methodist 
J  Communications  seeks  to  hire  an 
executive  to  direct  the  work  of  in¬ 
terpretation  and  benevolence  promotion 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church,  it  was 
announced  here.  This  person  will  succeed 
Dr  Howard  Greemvalt.  associate 
general  secretary  for  the  division  of 
program  and  benevolence  interpretation, 
who  will- retire  in  June  1977. 

A  job  description  is  available  upon 
request  The  position  will  be  filled 
regardless  of  factors  of  race,  color,  sex. 
or  lay/  clergy  status  in  keeping  with  the 
church's  concern  for  inclusiveness 

Persons  wishing  to  make  application  or 
lo  suggest  nominations  for  this  position 


should  write  to  the  chairman  of  the 
search  committee  by  Aug.  15:  Dr  John 
Carrington.  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications.  601  West  Riverview 
Avenue.  Dayton.  Ohio  45406. 

Changes  in  staff  personnel 
announced 

NASHVILLE  —  Several  changes  in 
staff  personnel  of  United  Methodist 
boards  have  been  announced  this  sum¬ 
mer.  The  Rev.  Ross  E.  Whetstone  will 
leave  the  Board  of  Discipleship  to  serve 
as  associate  professor  of  evangelism  at 
Scarritt  College  here.  He  will  work  with 
degree  candidates  interested  in 
developing  more  effective  parish 
ministries.  He  has  served  in  the 
evangelism  post  with  the  board  since 
1967. 

A  new  staff  executive  in  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry's  section 
of  campus  ministry  here  is  the  Rev.  Joe 
I.  Gipson,  He  has  been  campus  minister 
at  Howard  University.  Washington.  D  C., 
since  1971  and  is  a  charter  member  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal. 

A  professor  of  sociology  at  Howard 
University.  I)r  Samuel  P  Wong,  has 
been  added  to  the  staff  of  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  in  Washington. 
D.C.  Dr.  Wong's  primary  responsibility 
will  be  to  relate  to  needs  of  the  church's 
Asian  Americans. 


Schools  of  mission  enroll  25,000 

Church 's  ‘strongest  on-going  education  program,'  some  claim 

By  PAT  SITES  selfishly  for  personal  growth.  It's  a  evidence,  however,  that  the  mission  course,  is  the  chance  for  men  (an 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

More  than  25,000  United  Methodist 
Women  —  and  a  small  but  increasing 
number  of  men  —  will  head  for  the 
classroom  again  this  summer,  as  the 
denomination’s  Schools  for  Christian 
Mission  get  underway. 

Acclaimed  by  some  as  the  strongest  on¬ 
going  education  program  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  schools  for  UMW 
officers  and  mission  leaders  are  going 
strong  after  40  years,  despite  some 
concerns  about  keeping  quality  “un¬ 
diluted”  and  strengthening  links  with  the 
local  church. 

This  is  the  assessment  of  Ms.  Elaine  M. 
Gasser,  who  is  spearheading  again  this 
year  some  125  regional  (jurisdictional) 
and  annual  conference  training  events 
for  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (BGM).  Purpose  of 
the  schools,  which  were  started  in  the 
mid-l930’s  by  the  Women’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  is  many-faceted: 
they’re  to  educate  for  mission,  confront 
current  issues,  develop  leadership,  in¬ 
crease  spiritual  growth,  introduce  UMW 
program  and  build  personal  relation¬ 
ships. 

How  well  do  they  do  it? 

“They’re  the  best,”  says  one  United 
Methodist  professor  who’s  been  teaching 
in  the  regional  schools  for  18  years. 
“There’s  nothing  comparable  in  adult 
education  in  the  church  today.  They 
grapple  at  a  serious  level  with  world 
issues,”  according  to  Dr.  Lindsay 
Pherigo  of  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology, 
Kansas  City. 

In  full  agreement  is  retired  Bishop 
Ralph  Dodge,  who  spent  last  week  at  the 
West  Gulf  Regional  School,  Fayetteville, 
Ark.,  getting  certified  to  teach  a  current 
study  on  Southern  Africa  in  conference 
schools.  “I  am  thrilled  with  what  I  see,” 
he  told  TM/  UMR.  “No  wonder  it’s 
generally  conceded  that  United 
Methodist  Women  are  as  informed  a 
group  as  we  have  in  the  church.” 

This  year's  courses,  which  annually 
consist  of  two  mission  themes  and  a 
spiritual  growth  study,  include  “The 
Nations  of  Southern  Africa:  Dilemma 
for  Christians,”  “People  and  Systems,” 
and  the  Gospel  of  Mark. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Washington,  Dallas- 
Central  district  superintendent,  was  also 
in  Fayetteville  to  be  certified.  He  says 
the  balance  of  content  may  be  the  secret 
of  the  schools’  success.  Involved  with 
conference  mission  schools  for  some  15 
years,  he  believes  there’s  no  education 
program  more  exciting  or  consistent. 
“Social  study  is  always  grounded  in  Bible 
and  theology."  He  said,  "I  do  this 

A  search  for  perspective 


selfishly  for  personal  growth.  It's  a 
forum  for  sharing.” 

Impact  on  the  life  of  the  total  church  is 
the  gauge  of  success  of  the  network  of 
schools,  says  Ms.  Gasser,  chief  executive 
of  Program  and  Education  for  Christian 
Mission,  rather  than  numbers  —  though 
numbers  have  held  up  well  despite  a  dip 
in  some  conference  schools'  attendance 
in  the  early  '70’s. 

That’s  why  outreach  to  the  local  church 
level  and  maintenance  of  a  full  “un¬ 
diluted”  mission  school  program  are  of 
uppermost  concern  right  now,  she  says. 

BGM*s  Education  and  Cultivation 
Division  will  soon  start  a  survey  of  local 
churches  to  see  how  well  the  mission 
studies  are  filtering  down.  Ms.  Gasser 
said  school  staffpersons  don’t  have 
enough  data  currently  to  evaluate,  but 
“we  have  the  feeling  that  ties  from 
conference  to  district  to  local  church 
aren’t  as  strong  as  they  might  be.”  A 
chief  aim  of  the  schools  is  to  train  leaders 
to  conduct  studies  in  their  local  churches. 


evidence,  however,  that  the  mission 
studies  stop  before  they  get  to  the  local 
church.  "This  study  program  has  the 
best  trickle-down  system  built  into  it  that 
I  know  of.”  He  estimates  well  over  60 
percent  of  the  denomination’s  local 
churches  take  on  the  missions  studies 
All  the  churches  in  his  district  will. 

Regarding  a  second  major  concern  — 
the  possible  “diluting”  of  conference 
mission  school  content  by  shortened 
format  or  cooperative  schools  —  the 
Women’s  Division  repeated  in  March  its 
strong  support  for  full  four-to-five  day 
schools  sponsored  by  and  principally  for 
United  Methodist  Women. 

“We  recognize  the  dilemma  of  time," 
Ms.  Gasser  says.  “Four  or  five  days  are 
a  long  time  to  give.  But  when  the  schools 
are  compressed,  missions  study  gets 
watered  down  and  the  benefits  to  the 
UMW  organization  and  to  the  woman  are 
lessened."  Some  annual  conferences  now 
have  both  five-day  schools  and  weekend 
or  multiple  events,  she  said. 


Mr.  Washington  said  he  sees  little  One  advantage  of  weekend  schools,  of 


course,  is  the  chance  for  men  (and  more 
employed  women)  to  attend  —  an  ex¬ 
pansion  that  Dj\  Pherigo  sees  as 
beneficial  He  admits,  however,  that 
shorter  schools  and  cooperative  ventures 
create  problems.  “I’m  not  sure  the 
format  can  or  should  be  abbreviated  or 
shared,  he  said  "I’d  hate  to  lose 
something  solid." 

Rocky  Mountain  conference  is  one 
which  has  opted  for  cooperative 
schools.  None  are  a  full  five  days,  says 
UMW  conference  president  Mrs  Robert 
Sand.  The  conference  has  six  schools, 
involving  up  to  600  participants.  One  is  a 
weekend  event  for  families,  in  which 
materials  for  children  have  been 
specially  adapted  by  Dr.  Clarence 
Snelling  of  Iliff  School  of  Theology. 
Attendance  is  steadily  growing,  Mrs. 
Sand  said,  and  the  faculty  is  “con¬ 
sistently  top-notch." 

The  Women's  Division  pours  $80,000 
annually  into  its  five  regional  schools,  the 
largest  single  program  item  of  its 
budget.  Approximately  1,200  persons 
attend  the  fine  regional  events  each  year. 


Churches  say  ‘yes’  to  survey 


Professional  lay  help  needed ? 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Do  local  United 
Methodist  churches  need  professional  lay 
help  in  their  ministry?  Yes,  is  the 
resounding  answer  from  a  mail  survey 
informally  conducted  by  Scarritt  College 
here  last  spring. 

Eighty-eight  percent  of  the  1,203 
churches  with  memberships  of  500  or 
more  which  responded  said  they  did  feel 
the  need  for  professional  lay  help  and  52 
percent  said  they  could  use  either  male 
or  female  helpers. 

Seventy-seven  percent  of  the 
respondents  to  the  survey  said  they  could 
see  advantages  in  employing  a  lay 
professional  rather  than  a  second  or¬ 
dained  person. 

Most  of  the  replies  came  from  pastors, 
said  Dr.  J.  Richard  Palmer,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  college.  They  in¬ 
dicated  their  church  could  use  persons 


Bicentennial  issue 

More  than  40  prominent  United 
Methodists  tell  what  the  church  of  the 
future  may  look  like  in  next  week’s 
TM/  UMR  Bicentennial  edition. 
Watch  for  it  —  an  exciting  perspective 
of  our  church  that  looks  forward 
toward  2076. 


with  combined  skills:  67  percent  wanted 
Christian  education/  youth  work;  46 
percent  Christian  education/  music;  36 
percent  youth  work/  evangelism ;  and  31 
percent  administration/  Christian 
education. 

A  whopping  86  percent  said  their 
congregation  had  volunteers  who  could 
profit  from  short  term  seminars, 
workshops  and  training  sessions.  The 
respondents  said  the  helps  most  useful 
for  their  volunteers  were:  youth  work  (71 
percent),  evangelism  (67  percent), 
leadership  recruitment  (57  percent), 
mission  (33  percent)  and  church  music 
education  (30  percent). 

“The  survey  confirms  several  matters 
we  at  Scarritt  have  been  concerned 
about,”  Dr.  Palmer  told  TM/  UMR. 
“Our  church  is  not  using  a  potential 
source  of  great  strength  —  the  trained 
layperson." 

The  layperson  has  been  “written  off  as 
a  second-class  person  in  the  church,”  he 
said.  “We  have  concentrated  on  raising 
the  standards  for  the  clergy.  I  don’t  want 
to  play  down  the  role  of  the  clergy  and 
seminaries,  but  the  church  ought  to  be 
spending  as  much  time  and  money  on 
training  laypeople  as  we  do  on  our 
seminaries.  No  one  is  fighting  the  battle 
for  the  layperson." 

Dr.  Palmer  compared  the  growth  of 
the  Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints  (Mor- 


Congregation  traces  Wesleyan  roots 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  -  How  does  a 
congregation  get  a  sense  of  being  “part 
of  a  two-thousand-year  mob  of  real  live 
Christian  worshippers?" 

That  kind  of  perspective  is  easy  to  talk 
about  but  not  easy  to  come  by.  Yet  a  six- 
week  series  of  historical  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  St.  Mark’s  UMC  here  may  have 
given  worshippers  a  fresh  look  at  who 
they  are  and  where  they  came  from 


Aim  of  the  "Historical  Development  of 
Worship”  series  was  to  trace  as 
authentically  as  possible,  on  consecutive 
Sunday  mornings,  the  roots  of  United 
Methodism. 

It  began  one  Sunday  with  a  re-creation 
of  the  Apostolic  Church  of  100  A.D.  Next 
week  the  congregation  worshipped  as  the 
Church  under  Persecution  (250  A.D. )  and 
heard  a  letter  telling  about  the  mar¬ 
tyrdom  of  Polycarp.  Then  came  services 
from  the  days  of  the  Monastic  Church, 


BLOOMINGTON.  Ind.  —  By  locating  a  color  plate  in  the  Lindsfnrn  Gospel 
Harris,  Indiana  l  ni\ri‘sil>  student,  was  able  to  use  authentic  colors 
representation  ol  an  eighth-century  stained  glass  window.  Mark  created  a  i 
ol  sacred  art  reproductions  for  a  recent  historical  worship  series  at  St.  Mark 
here.  The  “window"  was  used  in  the  celebration  of  a  medieval  Roman  liturg 
series.  It  depicts  St.  Mark  and  the  lion  that  represents  his  gospel. 

PHOIO  BY  LARRY  C 


SPIRITUAL  LIFE 
PILGRIMAGE 

to  Israel.  Amman  ( Petra  1.  Rome 
Only  $987  from  New  York 
October  25  to  Nov.  4,  1976 
Sponsored  by:  Cross  Fire  Ministries,  P.  O. 
Box  5257,  Jacksonville,  Fla  32207. 

Tour  Hosts:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Arville  L.  Renner 


man)  and  their  lay  priesthood  with  that 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  “In  1952, 
the  Mormans  had  900,000  members;  now 
they  have  three  and  one-half  million.  If 
our  church  had  grown  like  that,  we  would 
have  35  million  members  today.” 

Part  of  the  reason  the  UMC  is  not 
growing,  said  the  Scarritt  president,  is 
that  “we  are  not  giving  the  layperson  the 
dignity  of  training  and  position.  We  need 
to  recognize  the  Peter  and  John  syn¬ 
drome:  that  committed  laypersons  can 
accomplish  far  more  than  we  have  given 
them  credit  for.  We  could  turn  this 
church  around  with  that  kind  of  thinking 
and  action.” 

Dr.  Palmer  said  the  survey  also 
pointed  to  the  need  for  “flexible 
generalists"  in  the  church’s  ministry. 
"We  must  provide  the  great  majority  of 
our  churches  w  ith  someone  who  can  'plug 
in’  wherever  the  immediate  need  is  the 
greatest." 

He  told  TM/  UMR  that  he  has  almost  a 
daily  demand  from  pastors  for  trained 
laypersons.  “We  could  place  every  one  of 
our  graduates  (predominantly  lay 
persons  trained  to  work  in  local  chur¬ 
ches)  seven  or  eight  times  Ask  any  of 
our  graduates  how  many  offers  he  or  she 
received  for  local  church  positions.  One 
woman  last  year  got  32  offers."  he  said 

Scarritt  College  has  been  allocated 
approximately  $300,000  annually  from 
the  "World  Service"  fund  for  the 
quadrennium  1977-80. 


the  Reformation  Church,  the  Wesleyan 
Church. 

Finally  came  a  stomping  frontier 
service,  complete  with  camp  meeting 
hymns  belted  out  to  the  accompaniment 
of  pump  organ,  banjo  and  guitar. 

Through  the  series  members  were 
treated  to  a  rich  panoply  of  sights  and 
sounds  from  other  days:  a  large 
representation  of  an  eighth-century 
stained  glass  window,  drawn  to  scale 
with  authentic  colors  by  Indiana 
University  theatre  arts  major  Mark 
Harris;  congregational  chants  of  the 
psalm-tones  of  the  Psalm  of  David  at  the 
direction  of  the  cantor;  flickering 
candles  casting  light  on  a  white  brocade 
banner  inset  with  a  red  velvet  Celtic 
cross,  designed  by  members  Roy  and 
Elizabeth  Morgan,  expert  weavers. 
Wesley's  1770  “Directions  for  Singing” 
reprinted  in  the  bulletin:  “Sing  ALL 
Sing  LUSTILY  .  Sing  MODESTLY 
Sing  IN  TIME  .  Above  all  sing 
SPIRITUALLY;"  senior  minister  Rev 
Hardy  Nall  as  John  Wesley,  delivering  a 
portion  of  Wesley's  letter,  “The  People 
Called  Methodist." 

To  Mr  Nall,  the  experience  was 
continuing  education  at  its  best.  “It 
regrounded  my  ministry  in  liturgy  and 
worship." 

To  others,  like  the  'member  who 
discovered  she  was  part  of  a  mob  of 
worshippers,  it  was  “a  tremendous 
expedition  into  church  history." 

Authentic  re-creations  don’t  just 
happen,  of  course.  The  St  Mark's  series 
came  after  months  of  careful  research  by 
a  task  force  on  the  historical  develop¬ 
ment  of  worship.  Chaired  by  the  Rev. 
Mark  Doty.  United  Methodist  minister 
and  I  .U.  graduate  student,  the  task  force 
drew  heavily  on  the  expertise  and 
resources  of  the  university,  where  a 
number  of  the  church's  members  and 
staff-persons  are  also  affiliated. 

“We  dusted  off  a  lot  of  seminary  text¬ 
books  and  read  a  lot  of  church  history 
term  papers."  Mr.  Doty  recalls. 

The  series  is  still  paying  off.  he  says 
St  Mark’s  confirmation  materials  have 
incorporated  large  portions.  The  visual 
arts  created  for  the  series  are  in  great 
demand,  of  course.  And  the  church  is  now 
considering  the  creation  of  a  “St.  Mark’s 
Liturgy."  to  be  used  on  a  regular  basis, 
drawing  on  some  of  the  historic  worship 
forms. 

Plans  now  call  for  the  whole  series  to 
he  repeated  in  a  few  years. 


Bicentennial  Good  News 

$5,000  Free  In  Books 


“AI.TARS  OF  FREE- 
DOM”  is  the  current  4-day 
Family  Bicentennial 
Program  Blessing  many 
homes. 

We  want  to  give  away  5,000 
copies  free  to  loyal  American 
families  and  churches,  (limit 
of  10  free  for  each  order.) 

1.  The  Altars  of  Living 
Love. 

2.  Finding  vour  family  style 
of  happiness. 

3.  Building  Altars  of 
Freedom  in  our  home. 

4.  The  Altars  of  Prayer. 

5.  Rebirth  of  America. 

6.  The  Church  An  Altar  of 
Freedom. 

7.  The  healing  of  the  Na¬ 
tion. 

8.  Altars  of  Freedom 
Through  Real  Revival  of 
Religion. 

9.  God  is  Calling  America  to 
the  Altars  of  Freedom. 

10.  The  Altars  of  a  Loving 
Nation. 

(There  are  30  more 
chapters. ) 

Churches  and  prayer 
groups  may  purchase  them 
at  1/2  price.  50c  copy. 

Write  or  phone : 
606-858-3103.  Dr.  Tom  Car- 
ruth.  Wilmore.  Ky.  40390. 
Ideal  for  Fourth  of  July  and 
period  following. 


Liberty  Hell  Scripture 

NEW  YORK  [RNS]  —  Church  bells 
across  the  country  will  ring  for  two 
minutes  at  2  p.m.  [EDT]  on  July  4  to 
commemorate  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  200  years  ago. 

To  commemorate  the  event,  the 
American  Bible  Society  has  published 
a5x54-inch  photogiaphic  likeness  of 
the  Liberty  Bell,  which  can  be 
distributed  by  churches,  synagogues 
and  other  organizations  as  a  Bicen¬ 
tennial  memento. 

The  Scriptural  words  from  the  Old 
Testament:  "Proclaim  liberty 

throughout  all  the  land  unto  ail  the 


selections  for  July  4 

inhabitants  thereof,”  [Lev.  25:10],  are 
printed  in  easy  -tc-.ead  white  lettering 
above  the  bell. 

On  the  reverse  side  is  a  Scriptural 
passage  from  Isaiah,  which  includes 
the  phrase:  "And  they  shall  build  the 
old  wastes,  they  shall  raise  up  the 
former  desolation*,  and  they  shall 
repair  the  waste  cities,  the  desolation 
of  many  generations.” 

Liberty  Bell  Scripture  selections 
may  be  ordered  from  the  American 
Bible  Society,  1865  Broadway,  New 
York.  N.Y.  10023  at  $2.46  per  100  unit. 


Wisconsin  conference 
to  study  homosexuality 


'1*1 1 1*:  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  JUNE  25, 1976 

Doctrine  about  Bible  stirs  dispute 

Scholar  claims  Biblical  infallibility  is  orthodoxy’s  watershed 


GREEN  LAKE,  Wis  (RNS)  — 
Delegates  ta  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  took  what  some  observers 
described  as  a  more  “open  minded” 
approach  to  homosexuality  than  the 
denomination's  recent  General  Con¬ 
ference  at  Portland,  Oregon. 

Although  the  Wisconsin  conference  did 
not  support  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  or  endorse  “gay 
liberation,”  it  passed  resolutions  in¬ 
dicating  a  willingness  to  study  the  sub¬ 
ject  further.  Delegates  also  voiced 
support  for  guaranteeing  the  civil  rights 
of  homosexuals. 

The  conference  adopted  a  motion 
proposed  by  lay  delegate  Robert 

Churches  at 
‘home  of  man’ 
conference 

By  ROY  li.  MAY  JR. 
VANCOUVER.  B.C.  -  Habitat  —  the 
United  Nations  Conference  on  Human 
SeaiciUoAi  —  enueu  m  a  row  as  some 
Western  delegates  said  politics  had  taken 
over  with  the  passage  of  an  anti-Zionist 
resolution.  (See  related  story  this  page.) 

Yet  the  conference  was  one  of  deep 
religious  significance  because,  in  the 
words  of  British  economist  and  keynote 
speaker  Barbara  Ward,  it  was  about  "the 
home  of  man." 

So  the  churches  were  here  also  — 
United  Methodists,  Presbyterians, 
Lutherans.  Roman  Catholics,  Baptists. 
Salvation  Army,  and  others  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  chose  Habitat  to 
bring  together  an  international  delega¬ 
tion  of  Urban  Industrial  Mission  workers 
to  tell  their  story  and  present  new 
concepts  of  development.  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
National  Division,  used  Habitat  as  a 
training  event  for  its  Black  Community 
Developer  program. 

Church  people  were  involved  in  the 
conference  at  all  levels,  from  its  con¬ 
ception  and  planning  to  leading  working 
sessions. 

All  were  hei^  for  the  same  reason:  the 
mission  of  the  church.  As  one  United 
Methodist  said.  "Our  Lord  Jesus  was 
very  clear  that  his  followers  must  con¬ 
cern  themselves  with  the  quality  of 
human  life.  This  conference  is  about 
exactly  that.  We  are  talking  about  the 
kind  of  human  communities  we  ought  to 
have.  That  is  a  deeply  Christian  con¬ 
cern.” 

Barbara  Ward,  speaking  of  the  future 
of  human  communities,  directly 
challenged  the  churches  by  proposing 
two  things  they  must  do.  “one  easy  and 
the  other  very  hard.” 

“The  easy  one  is  to  form  active 
citizen's  groups  in  every  country  to  bully 
and  fight  and  generally  harass 
politicians  so  that  they  actually  feel  there 
is  a  vote  at  stake.  “It  comes  particularly 
rightly  from  Christians  because  they  can 
be  radical  in  the  Light  of  their  Lord.” 

“The  second  is  more  difficult.”  she 
said,  “and  that's  to  live  in  a  slightly  less 
affluent  fashion  oneself  " 

Mr  May.  a  United  Methodist 
missionary  in  Bolivia,  is  a  participant  at 
the  conference  and  special  correspon¬ 
dent  for  TM/UMR 


Chamberlin  of  LaCrosse  calling  for  the 
“creation  of  a  climate  within  church  and 
society  in  which  human  sexuality  may  be 
examined  so  as  to  enhance  the 
development  of  this  gift  of  God  and  in 
which  responsible  life  styles  may  be 
chosen  within  this  guideline.” 

It  also  called  for  the  "reexamination  of 
relations  and  institutional  practices 
which  for  reasons  of  sexual  orientation 
w  here  these  reasons  may  not  be  relevant 
limit  access  to  employment,  housing, 
public  accommodations,  credit, 
government,  military  service  and  child 
custody.” 

In  addition,  the  resolution  on  civil 
rights  of  homosexuals  urged  that 
legislation  should  enable  homosexuals  to 
have  "the  same  access  to  redress  as  do 
victims  of  discrimination  because  of 
race,  sex,  religion,  or  national  origin.” 

Adopting  a  proposal  by  its  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  the  Wisconsin 
conference  voted  to  establish  a  task  force 
to  study  the  specific  issue  of  ordination 
and  appointment  of  self-announced 
homosexuals. 

covvn  a  proposal  10  cul 

off  annual  conference  funds  to  any 
program  or  agency  that  supports 
homosexuality.  The  resolution  asked  the 
Wisconsin  conference  to  take  this  action 
passed  in  the  closing  minutes  of  the 
denomination's  General  Conference. 
Although  the  Wisconsin  conference  voted 
against  restricting  funds  in  this  way,  it 
did  not  authorize  grants  to  any  such 
groups. 

A  n  t i-Zion ism  stan ce 
disrupts  world 
meeting  iti  Canada 

VANCOUVER,  B-  C.  (RNS)  -  Politics 
destroyed  the  chance  for  unity  among 
nations  with  the  passage  of  an  anti- 
Zionism  resolution  at  an  international 
meeting  here. 

Habitat  (the  United  Nations  Con¬ 
ference  on  Human  Settlement)  was 
called  to  plan  a  full-scale  program  to 
provide  decent  living  conditions 
throughout  the  world  But  it  closed  with 
some  delegates  of  Western  nations  in 
tears  of  rage,  frustration,  sorrow. 
Politics  had  taken  over,  they  said 
Communist.  Arab  and  Third  World 
nations  forced  the  conference  into  an 
endorsement  of  a  statement,  aimed  at 
and  opposed  by  Israel:  “In  occupied 
territories  the  uprooting  of  the  native 
population  and  the  establishment  of  new 
settlements  for  intruders  is  inad¬ 
missible.”  It  passed  by  a  vote  of  69  to  8. 
but  26  countries  abstained  from  voting. 

Canadian  delegates  at  the  Conference 
were  bitterly  disillusioned  at  the  result. 
Canada  proposed  the  conference  four 
years  ago  and  Canadian  officials  had 
worked  on  it  throughout  that  period.  The 
two-week  session  attracted  2,500 
delegates  from  134  countries 
Australia  expressed  the  feelings  of 
several  delegations  when  it  said  that  if 
more  time  had  been  spent  on  technical 
issues  of  human  settlement  and  less  on 
Middle  East  affairs.  Habitat  would  have 
achieved  a  declaration  with  "more 
precision,  clarity,  credibility  and  con¬ 
sequent  worldwide  acceptability." 


NEW  YORK  i  RNS)  —  A  prominent 
evangelical  editor  has  written  a  book  on 
Biblical  infallibility  that  has  begun  to  stir 
a  dispute  in  U  S.  evangelical  circles. 

Dr.  Harold  Lindsell,  the  Southern 
Baptist  clergyman  who  is  editor  of 
Christianity  Today,  affirms  in  "The 
Battle  for  the  Bible”  (Zondervan,  Grand 
Rapids.  Mich.)  that  the  doctrine  of 
Biblical  infallibility  is  a  “watershed”  by 
which  Christian  orthodoxy  is  judged. 

Once  that  doctrine  is  denied,  he  holds, 
individuals  and  institution^  open  the  door 
to  repudiating  other  historic  Christian 
teachings. 

Acknowledging  that  the  book  would  be 
called  divisive  by  some  observers,  Dr. 
Lindsell  asserts  that  “peace  at  the  price 
of  theological  purity  for  the  church  is  too 
high  a  price  to  pay.  We  must  by  all  means 
strive  for  both  peace  and  purity.  But 
when  peace  is  threatened  in  die  struggle 
for  purity,  it  is  a  necessary  risk  that 
cannot  be  avoided.” 

Book  review 


I).  Woodbridge.  Abingdon,  1975,  304  pp., 
$8.95 

By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 

This  timely  book  is  for  those  who  want 
to  think,  Bible  and  dictionary  at  elbow; 
for  "evangelical”  is  a  word  that  is  not 
easy  to  define 

The  movement  the  word  describes 
cannot  be  shrugged  off;  it  is  speaking  to 
all  of  us  in  our  time.  It  unites  and  divides. 
It  is  changing,  and  if  it  expects  to  become 
mainstream  Protestantism,  it  is  likely  to 
take  on  the  burdens  and  responsibilities 
of  cultural  predominance.  If  it  hopes  to 
solve  the  frightening  problems  and 
profound  moral  issues  of  these  days  and 
the  days  ahead,  it  will  need  to  realize  that 
the  modern  is,  to  quote  historian  Sydney 
E.  Ahlstrom  in  the  last  chapter,  more 
than  “the  chaff  that  the  wind  driveth 
away.” 

A  dozen  authors  are  here,  ably  mar¬ 
shalled  by  the  editors  of  Harvard 
Divinity  School  and  the  Intervarsity 
Christian  Fellowship,  respectively,  who 
contribute  a  discerning  chapter  on 
“Evangelicals:  Society,  the  State  and  the 
Nation  (1925-75)."  They  range  the  grey 
boundary  lines  between  evangelicals  and 
fundamentalists  and  liberals. 

It  is  not  at  all  certain  that  all  would 
agree  with  Martin  E.  Marty’s  statements 
about  characteristics  and  behavorial 
patterns:  "Fundamentalism’s  patterns 
are  most  intact  and  predictable; 
mainstream  Protestantism’s  are  least 
so;  evangelicalism  has  enough  cohesion 
to  make  generalization  possible."  But  all 
would  accept  this  summary  of  the 
evangelical  faith:  the  doctrine  of 
salvation  by  faith  through  Christ  is  the 
central  message  of  the  Gospel. 

The  study  is  historical  rather  than 
polemical.  It  makes  a  large  place  for  the 
leaders  and  tries  hard  to  distinguish 
those  who  were  (and  are)  evangelicals 
and  those  who  have  been  misnamed.  It 
majors  on  trends  and  tendencies. 

For  example,  the  book  records  low 
tides  and  high  tides  in  social  awareness 
and  concern  among  evangelicals. 
Several  of  the  writers  make  short  shift 
of  the  myth  that  modernism  is  coter¬ 
minous  with  the  social  gospel.  They  show 
that  only  in  recent  years  has  evangelical 
Christianity  been  wedded  to  the  radical 


In  the  book,  the  evangelical  scholar 
discusses  such  issues  as  the  doctrinal 
dispute  in  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod,  problems  over  teachings  in¬ 
volving  the  Bible  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  and  the  changing  doctrinal 
standards  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  of  which  he  was  a  founder. 

He  supports  the  position  on  the 
Scriptures  taken  by  Missouri  Synod 
President  Jacob  A.O.  Preus,  and  writes 
that  "any  Lutheran  body  that  does  not 
use  a  creed  to  fence  the  faithful  in  and 
rule  the  heretics  out  will  shortly  lose  its 
distinctive  identity.” 

With  regard  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Dr.  Lindsell  declares  that 
“no  one  who  is  truly  a  Southern  Baptist 
has  a  right  to  insist  that  others  must 
believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  inerrant 
Word  of  God,  but  it  is  consistent  to  argue 
that  those  who  do  not  have  really  ceased 
to  be  Southern  Baptists." 

His  chapter  on  Fuller  Seminary,  which 


Right.” 

The  two  chapters  on  the  religious 
heritage  of  blacks  and  Bible-believers  in 
the  black  community  are  especially 
valuable.  They  reveal  that  the  white 
evangelical  church  moved  into  the 
middle  class  and  abandoned  its  heritage 
to  those  whose  message  was  social 
reform  without  the  Gospel.  Yet  the 
evangelical  viewpoint  remained  at  the 
core  of  black  protest,  even  though  black 
evangelicalism  has  been  closer  to  white 
evangelicalism  than  to  mainstream 
black  Christianity.  And  the  black  Pen- 
tecostals,  according  to  more  than  one 
writer,  suffer  from  the  same  “hangups” 
as  white  Pentecostals. 

For  readers  who  are  more  than  book 
tasters,  readers  who  are  willing  to  savor, 
chew  and  digest,  “Evangelicals”  is 
full  of  intellectual  and  spiritual  vitamins. 

Presbyterians  told 


BALTIMORE  (RNS)  -  A  Church  of 
Scotland  theologian  told  the  United 
Presbyterian  General  Assembly  here 
that  the  Bible  is  unique  and 
authoritative,  although  he  does  not 
believe  it  to  be  literally  inerrant. 

The  Rev  Ian  Pitt -Watson,  professor 
of  practical  theology  at  Queen’s  College, 
Aberdeen,  discussed  doctrines  about  the 
Bible  in  one  of  a  series  of  sermons  at  the 
Assembly  on  “Questions  of  the  Faith.” 

According  to  Mr.  Pitt-Watson,  “it  is 
easy  to  say  why  the  Bible  is  unique.  It  is 
the  record  of  the  once-for-all  saving  acts 
of  God,  climaxing  in  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ." 

He  said  the  authority  of  the  Bible  “has 
to  do  with  the  story  it  tells  —  the  story  of 
that  people  and  of  that  man  (Jesus), 
which  won’t  stay  on  the  printed  page." 

Referring  to  the  doctrine  of  literal 
inerrancy,  the  Scottish  preacher  com¬ 
mented,  “The  majority  of  us  ...  do  not 
hold  that  fundamentalist  doctrine."  But 
he  added  that  “fundamentalists  often 
seem  far  more  persuasive  than  we  in 
discussing  the  Bible,  precisely  because 
they  seem  to  be  upholding  the  authority 
of  Scm>lure.” 


has  stirred  a  response  from  that  school  s 
president,  chronicles  changes  in  the 
positions  of  faculty  members  regarding 
Biblical  infallibility,  and  the  seminary's 
adoption  of  anew  doctrinal  statement  in 
1972  which  modified  its  affirmations  on 
that  subject. 

‘.‘Down  the  road,”  Dr  Lindsell  asserts, 
whether  it  takes  five  or  fifty  years,  any 
institution  that  departs  from  belief  in  an 
inerrant  Scripture  will  likewise  depart 
from  other  fundamentals  of  the  faith  and 
at  last  cease  to  be  evangelical  in  the 
historical  meaning  of  that  term.  This  is 
the  verdict  of  history." 

Although  Christianity  Today’s  editor 
notes  that  some  scholars  who  call 
themselves  evangelicals  do  not  hold  the 
doctrine  of  Biblical  infallibility,  he 
challenges  their  right  to  designate 
themselves  as  evangelicals.  He  con¬ 
cludes  by  urging  evangelicals  who  still 
hold  to  Biblical  inerrancy  “to  contend 
ernestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints." 

One  of  the  sharpest  responses  to  Dr. 
Lindsell’s  book  thus  far  has  come  from 
Dr.  David  Hubbard,  president  of  Fuller 
Seminary.  At  a  chapel  meeting  shortly 
after  the  book  was  published.  Dr.  Hub¬ 
bard  voiced  his  concern  “that  its 
inadequate  and  unbiblical  view  of 
Scripture  will  divide  our  evangelical 
fellowship  worldwide.” 

In  a  letter  to  his  faculty,  the  Fuller 
Seminary  president  also  expressed 
concern  “that  the  unity  of  the  body  of 
Christ  not  be  unduly  disrupted  by  what  I 
read  as  a  highly  divisive  book,"  and 
“that  our  momentum  as  a  seminary  not 
be  retarded  or  our  energy  diverted  by 
what  is  basically  an  unworthy  attack.” 

Dr.  Carl  F.  H.  Henry,  Dr.  Lindsell’s 
predecessor  as  editor  of  Christianity 
Today,  has  said  that  although  he  believes 
in  Biblical  inerrancy,  he  feels  that  his 
colleague  “is  relying  on  the  theological 
atom  bombing.  As  many  evangelical 
friends  as  foes  end  up  as  casualties." 

In  a  forthcoming  book  of  his  own,  Dr. 
Henry  writes  that  “the  claim  by  young 


Mr.  Pitt-Watson  declared  that  he  could 
not  endorse  “this  theology  of  the  Word 
made  words.  So  many  of  the  words  we 
find  in  the  Bible  are  unChristlike  ;  I  could 
not  believe  both  in  them  and  in  the  Word 
made  flesh." 

He  warned  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
Bible  as  “the  supreme  guide  of  faith  and 
life"  has  sometimes  been  misused  to 
imply  that  “you  can  always  find  a  text  to 
justify  any  position,  no  matter  how 
heretical.” 

The  Scottish  preacher  affirmed,  “This 
is  why  the  Bible  is  unique  and 
authoritative  —  in  it  we  meet  Christ 
crucified,  risen,  ascended,  here  and 
now.” 

Emphasizing  the  need  to  experience 
Biblical  truths,  Mr.  Pitt-Watson  said. 
“There’s  a  kind  of  truth  you  can  only 
understand  by  doing  it  and  being  it.  In 
John’s  Gospel  Jesus  is  asked  how  He  can 
prove  what  He  claims  is  true.  He  replies, 
‘Whoever  has  the  will  to  do  the  will  of  God 
shall  know  whether  my  word  comes  from 
God  or  is  my  own.’  How  do  we  know  the 
Bible  is  unique  and  authoritative? 
Whoever  has  the  will  to  do  God’s  will 
shall  know.” 


evangelicals  that  to  reject  inerrancy 
does  not  automatically  drive  one  to 
repudiate  other  evangelical  doctrines  is 
wholly  right.  t 

Dr.  Clark  Pinnock  ot  Regent  College, 
Vancouver,  who  is  quoted  several  times 
in  the  Lindsell  book  as  having  criticized 
scholars  who  do  not  accept  Biblical 
inerrancy,  has  indicated  that  he  agrees 
with  Dr  Lindsell's  beliefs  but  not  his 
methods  of  criticism 

Reviewing  the  book  in  Eternity 
magazine.  Dr.  Pinnock  writes  that  “it 
conveys  a  spirit  of  suspicion  and  hostility 
which  ought  not  to  characterize  our  intra- 
evangelical  discussions  about  in¬ 
spiration.  It  certainly  will  not  help  to 
bring  about  reconciliation  amongst  the 
evangelical  brethren,  or  do  much  to 
change  anybody’s  opinion  who  is  not  yet 
convinced." 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham  has  called 
Dr  Lindsell’s  book  “one  of  the  most 
important  c  .id  controversial  books  in  our 
generation  ’’  In  a  testimonial  statement, 
he  commented  that  “the  battle  over  the 
veracity  of  God’s  Word  has  been  in 
progress  since  the  Garden  of  Eden.  It  is 
still  raging,  and  Dr.  Lindsell  expertly 
diagnoses  the  battle  in  our  generation.” 

The  book  has  been  listed  as  a  reference 
work  in  a  "question  and  answer”  study 
on  the  Missouri  Synod  controversy, 
prepared  by  the  Synod’s  Department  of 
Public  Relations.  Although  it  has 
produced  opposing  reactions  in 
evangelical  circles,  indications  are  that 
it  will  be  the  focus  of  study  by  both  its 
supporters  and  opponents  for  some  time 
to  come. 


‘ )  on  ttfiesl '  lay  s pea  her 
MAGNOLIA,  Del.  —  The  youngest 
certified  lay  speaker  on  the  Dover 
District  and  probably  in  the  entire 
Peninsula  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  church  is  17-year-old  Alice 
Massitnilla.  The  high  school  graduate 
hopes  to  become  a  minister  and  wrote 
her  first  sermon  several  months  ago 
called  “A  Single  Penny."  She  completed 
a  term  paper  during  the  spring  on  the 
lives  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley,  George 
Whitefield  and  others  in  early  Meth¬ 
odism.  The  active  teenager  was  the 
subject  recently  of  an  article  in  the 
Communicator,  the.  Peninsula  Con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter, 


Why  is  The  Living  Bible  so  popular  ? 

Here’s  what  the  world  renowned  leaders  are  saying: 

“In  general  I  can  recommend  The  Living  Bible  as  making  the  Bible  'come 
ahve'.  l  am  glad  that  tllere  are  s0  roany  people  who  are  rediscovering  the 
Bible  through  reading  this  version.  ” 

Bishop  Lance  Webb,  The  United  Methodist  Church,  Illinois  Area 
”1  like  The  Living  Bible  because  it  is  true  to  God's  word  and  yet  it 
expresses  the  Divine  word  in  the  language  of  today  in  a  most  persuasive 
and  attractive  manner.  It  has  been  a  great  spiritual  blessing  to  me 
personally." 

Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale,  Pastor,  The  Marble  Collegiate  Church 
"I 've  found  The  Living  Bible  very  helpful  in  my  reading  and  study  of  the 
Scripture.  I  enjoy  this  fresh  rendering  of  the  age-old  truths  of  God's 
word.” 

Mark  O.  Hatfield,  U ni  ted  S ta  tes  Senator 

"Mrs.  Washburn  and  I  use  The  Living  Bible  daily  in  our  family  devotions 
and  we  find  it  helpful,  indeed." 

Bishop  Paul  Washburn,  The  United  Methodist  Church,  Chicago  Area 

"I  am  delighted  to  express  my  affirmation  of  The  Living  Bible.  I  use  it 
personally  in  my  own  devotions  and  from  the  pulpit.  This  contemporary 
translation  is  an  effective  interpretation  of  the  Hebrew  and  Greek.  I  am 
thankful  for  The  Living  Bible.  " 

Dr.  Lloyd  John  Ogilvie,  Pastor,  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Hollywood 
"The  Living  Bible  is  so  far  better  than  any  other  of  the  modern  transla¬ 
tions  that  there  are  no  human  words  to  describe  the  vast  improvement. 

I  have  dail/offered  prayers  for  our  heavenly  Father’s  blessings  upon  you 
for  your  work." 

The  Most  Reverend  Robert  Alfred  Burns,  Archbishop  and 

Metropolitan,  The  Old  Roman  Catholic  Church,  in  Europe  and  North  America. 

"The  beauty  of  simplicity  is  so  real  in  The  Living  Bible.  Perceptive  young 
parents,  who  want  their  children  to  ‘taste  and  see'  the  good  news  of  the 
gospel  at  an  early  age,  can  find  The  Living  Bible  so  helpful!  ” 

Vera  Shaw,  National  Chairman  of  Young  Mother  Council  Service 

"The  printing  and  distribution  of  The  Living  Bible  is  the  single  most 
important  contribution  America  has  made  to  the  world.  Thank  God  for 
The  Living  Bible. " 

Pat  Boone,  Entertainer 

"With  much  skepticism  I  first  explored  The  Living  Bible.  Now  we  live 
together,  travel  together,  everywhere." 

Paul  Harvey,  Paul  Harvey  News,  American  Broadcasting  Company 

"My  sister  gave  me  The  Living  Bible.  After  an  hour  or  so  of  reading  in 
my  hospital  room,  I  felt  wonderful!  I  had  a  Bible  I  could  understand." 

Jeannie  C.  Riley,  Recording  artist  of  country  music 

"I  am  happy  to  say  a  good  word  for  The  Living  Bible.  I  read  it  practically 
every  day  and  find  it  a  very  interesting  and  useful  translation.  I  take 
The  Living  Bible  with  me  regularly  to  church  each  Sunday  morning." 
Stanley  S.  KreSge,  S  S  Kresge  Company 


cjoday, 

After  5  Years 
cTtiecLivingcBible 
Is  Still 

The  MostPopular^Bible 
Of  Any  Kind 

The  Living  Bible  is  available  in  assorted  editions  and  bindings: 
large  print,  red  letter,  indexed,  children's  illustrated, 
family  and  Catholic  imprimatur. 


Write  for  FREE  book: 

“THE  LIVING  BIBLE 

-NOT  JUST  ANOTHER  VERSION” 
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Who  are  evangelicals? 

“Evangelicals:  Whai  They  Believe. 

Who  They  Are,  Where  They  Are 
Changing”  by  David  F.  Wells  and  John 


Bible  unique,  authoritative, 
but  not  ‘literally  inerrant’ 
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Mrs.  King  Dies 
As  we  go  to  press  we  have 
just  received  notice  of  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Willis  J.  King 
widow  of  Bishop  King.  Mrs. 
King  died  in  New  Orleans  at 
2:40  a.m.  June  29  just  twelve 
days  after  the  passing  of 
Bishop  Willis  J.  King.  She 
was  83.  Funeral  arrange¬ 
ments  are  incomplete  but  are 
tentatively  scheduled  for 
1 :00  p.m.  July  2. 


(/hirst  bislio /i  tlirs 


Willis  Jefferson  King 

Funeral  services  for  Bishop  Willis  Jefferson  King,  retired  Bishop  and  resident  of  New  Orleans,  were  held  at 
Mount  Zion  Church,  New  Orleans,  on  June  21,  with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  presiding. 

Bishop  King,  who  served  as  head  of  the  Louisiana-Mississippi-Texas  Area  of  the  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Methodist  Church  from  1953  until  his  retirement  in  1960,  died  on  June  17  in  Methodist  Hospital.  He  was  born  in 
1886  in  Rose  Hill,  Texas. 

Bishop  King  completed  studies  at  Wiley  College,  Harvard  University  and  Boston  University,  holding  a 
doctorate  from  Boston  University,  which  also  bestowed  upon  him  an  honorary  doctorate. 

He  had  held  pastorates  in  Texas,  Boston  and  New  York,  and  served  for  12  years  as  Professor  of  the  Old 
Testament  and  Christian  Sociology  at  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  Leaving  Gammon,  he 
became  President  of  Huston-Tillotson  College,  Austin,  Texas,  then  returned  to  Gammom,  where  he  was 
President  for  16  years. 

From  this  post  he  was  elected  to  the  Episcopacy  and  was  assigned  to  Liberia,  where  he  served  from  1944 
through  1953.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  and  became  bishop  of  the  three-state  area  of  the  Central 
Jurisdiction,  then  composed  of  Black  Methodist  congregations. 

Widely  recognized  as  a  scholar.  Bishop  Kine  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Julius  Rosenwald  Fund  for  research  in 
Oxford  University  and  Palestine  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  School  of  Oriental  Research.  He 
represented  the  black  students  of  the  World’s  Student  and  Christian  Federation  in  Peking,  China,  and  was  a 
Knight  Commander  of  the  Order  of  African  Redemption.  He  held  numerous  other  honors,  both  international 
and  denominational. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Bishop  King  was  the  oldest  living  United  Methodist  bishop  in  the  world,  and  he  was 
honored  as  such  by  his  colleagues  at  the  1975  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in  New  Orleans. 

His  first  marriage  was  to  the  late  Parmella  J.  Kelly,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
Velma  King  Bannerman,  Mrs.  Elouise  King  Bannerman  and  Mrs.  Grace  King  Timmons.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Emma  Arnold  King  of  New  Orleans,  and  Mrs.  Velma  Bannerman  of  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

Bishop  King’s  extensive  library  has  been  bequeathed  to  Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 

Prior  to  funeral  services  on  June  21,  Bishop  King’s  body  lay  in  State  in  Lawless  Chapel  of  Dillard  University. 
A  service  in  Bishop  King’s  honor  was  held  on  the  campus  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta  on  June 
22,  and  interment  followed  in  the  Arnold  Plot  at  the  Southview  Cemetery  in  Atlanta. 

Active  pallbearers  were  the  Reverends:  Donice  W.  Alverson,  Max  R.  Butler,  Abraham  Davis,  Andrew  J. 
Douglass,  Kenneth  B.  Fisher,  Richard  C.  Hebert,  Roy  B.  Nash,  and  Nathaniel  Williams.  The  Council  of 
Bishops  and  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  graduates  served  as  honorary  pallbearers. 

Assisting  Bishop  Crutchfield  in  conducting  funeral  services  were  Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss,  Rayne  Memorial 
Church,  New  Orleans;  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  Area  Provost;  and  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  District 
Superintendent  of  New  Orleans. 

Representing  the  Council  of  Bishops  was  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area  and  formerly 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops.  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  of  the  Kansas  Area  and  secretary  of  the  South 
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Bishop  Willis  Jefferson  King 


1886-1976 

Central  Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops  represented  the 
Jurisdiction.  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes  of  the  Jackson  Area 
represented  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  while  Bishop  Noah 
W.  Moore,  retired,  and  former  presiding  bishop  of  the  New 
Orleans  Area  succeeding  Bishop  King,  gave  reflections  from 
that  period. 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen,  Resident  Bishop,  the  Holston  Area, 
delivered  the  eulogy.  A  former  student  of  Bishop  King’s  when 
he  served  as  president  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
Atlanta,  like  so  many  others  of  the  numerous  graduates  of  that 
institution,  delineated  the  hopes  and  disappointments,  the  joys 
and  the  sorrows,  and  the  victory  of  struggling  young 
seminarians  under  the  guidance  of  Bishop  King, 

The  Mount  Zion  Sanctuary  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Thelma  Fields  Taylor,  rendered  the  music. 


July  14-18,  1976 


School  of  Christian  Mission  to  begin 


Mrs.  Robert  D.  Lindsay 


Mrs.  Juanita  Ivie 


Mrs.  Cecil  S.  Read,  of  Farmerville, 
Dean  of  the  1976  School  of  Christian 
Mission,  has  announced  an  outstanding 
roster  of  leaders  and  a  program  geared 
to  the  interests  and  concerns  of  women  of 
our  Conference.  This  year’s  session 
promises  to  be  the  best  attended  and 
most  enthusiastic  in  history. 

General  plans  have  already  been 
announced  both  in  this  newspaper  and  to 
local  church  units.  However,  more 
detailed  information  is  listed  here.  “THE 
GOSPEL  OF  MARK"  is  the  Spiritual 
Growth  study  for  1976,  and  in  this  study 
emphasis  is  placed  on  discipleship  and 
what  it  means  in  our  lives  today.  This 
study  will  be  taught  to  the  entire  school 
by  Mrs.  John  B.  Freeman,  of  Norman, 
Okla. 

Mrs.  Freeman  is  an  active  church- 
woman  and  is  a  recognized  leader  in  the 
work  of  United  Methodist  Women.  She  is 
a  member  of  McFarlin  UMC  and  UMW  of 
that  church,  holding  various  positions 
with  her  local  unit.  She  is  past  vice- 
president  of  her  Conference  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  is  a  widely-acclaimed  teacher 
in  Conference  Schools  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion  and  leadership  development  work¬ 
shops.  Her  writings  have  appeared  in 
Response  magazine,  in  various  education 
journals,  and  she  currently  serves  as 
editor  of  Oklahoma  United  Methodist 
Women  newspaper.  She  is  actively 
involved  in  numerous  community  or¬ 
ganizations,  works  with  a  long  list  of 
service  groups,  and  finds  time  to  teach  in 
her  church  school.  She  is  an  alumna  of 


the  University  of  Oklahoma,  where  her 
husband  is  bursar. 

THE  NATIONS  OF  SOUTHERN 
AFRICA:  DILEMMA  FOR  CHRIS¬ 
TIANS  is  a  study  designed  to  help 
the  participant  understand  the  political, 
social,  religious  and  cultural  per¬ 
spectives  in  Southern  Africa  and  to 
examine  the  role  of  the  church  there. 
Texts  to  be  used  include:  “Torment  to 
Triumph  in  Southern  Africa"  (Louise 
Stack  and  Don  Morton);  and  “If  You 
Want  to  Know  Me:  Reflections  of  Life  in 
Southern  Africa”  (Peggy  L.  Halsey,  Gail 
J.  Morlan  and  Melba  Smith). 

Study  leaders  for  this  group  include: 
Mrs.  J.  Boyd  Tyrrell,  Richmond,  Va.; 
Mrs.  Robert  D.  Lindsay,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
and  Dr.  Virginia  Carlton,  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport. 

Mrs.  Tyrrell  is  a  special  mission  in¬ 
terpreter  for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  having  assumed  this  assignment 
after  her  retirement  as  Assistant 
General  Secretary  of  the  Women’s 
Division  in  1974.  Mrs.  Tyrrell  has  held 
many  leadership  posts  both  on  the  local, 
district  and  conference  levels  in  women’s 
work.  She  is  identified  with  community 
efforts,  including  Girl  Scouts  and  the 
American  Association  of  University 
Women.  She  has  traveled  in  Asia  and 
Africa,  She  holds  degrees  from 
Muskingum  College,  New  Concord,  Ohio, 
and  from  the  University  of  Michigan, 
.mu  Al'Uui  . 

Mrs.  Lindsay,  a  native  of  Ohio,  grew  up 


in  North  Braddock,  Pa.,  where  she 
worked  as  a  banker  and  attended  the 
American  Institute  of  Banking  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  After  marriage,  she  and  her 
husband  moved  to  St.  Louis,  where  Mrs. 
Lindsay  has  been  active  in  almost  all 
phases  of  church  work.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Administrative  Board,  and  has 
held  offices  on  the  local  District  and 
Conference  level  in  UMW.  Among  other 
positions,  she  was  chairman  and 
Dean/  Chairman  of  her  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Mission  for  four 
years,  and  has  been  teaching  in  Con¬ 
ference  Schools  for  several  years. 

Doctor  Carlton  resides  in  Shreveport, 
where  she  is  a  math  professor  at  Cen¬ 
tenary.  She  lived  for  three  years  in 
Africa  and  is  well  versed  in  the  customs 
and  situations  of  that  country.  She  is  a 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Shreveport. 

PEOPLE  AND  SYSTEMS  is  a  study  of 
health  care,  the  status  of  women, 
education,  work  and  religion  in  three 
countries  following  non-North  American 
models  of  development  —  China,  Cuba, 
and  Tanzania.  It  is  designed  to  help 
North  Americans  enlarge  their  per¬ 
spective  as  they  seek  to  understand  and 
deal  with  their  own  problems  in  the  same 
areas. 

Leaders  for  this  study  include:  Mrs. 
Juanita  Ivie,  Baldwin;  Mrs.  Warren 
Blakeman.  Sulphur;  Mrs.  Ruth  Gilbert, 
New  York  City;  and  Mrs.  Lois  Kohler, 
Nashville.  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Ivie  indicates  that  “.  .  .over  the 


UCA 


years  my  work  experiences  have  been  as 
varied  as  the  shifting  sands.  .  .’’  These 
work  experiences  have  enriched  a  life 
dedicated  to  Christian  service, 
culminating  in  her  present  position  as 
Superintendent  of  Sager-Brown  School  in 
Baldwin.  She  has  been  and  is  presently 
active  in  community  efforts  of  church 
and  school.  While  living  in  California  she 
held  many  positions  of  leadership  in  the 
Conference  and  helped  to  lead  a  study  at 
the  Conference  School  of  Mission.  Now  a 
Deaconess,  she  is  an  affiliate  member  of 
Trinity  Church  in  Baldwin,  where  she 
serves  as  organist. 

Mrs.  Warren  (Mary  Lou)  Blakeman  is 
well  known  in  our  Conference,  and  her 
participation  in  the  School  will  be  keenly 
appreciated.  A  graduate  of  Centenary 
College,  she  has  also  pursued  graduate 
studies  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
She  has  held  many  local  church  positions 
of  leadership,  and  in  her  community  has 
served  as  PTO  vice-president  and  as  a 
public  school  teacher.  She  is  currently 
President  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
UMW,  and  was  the  successful  1975 
Chairperson  of  the  Task  Force  for  the 
UMW  Conference  meeting  in  Ruston. 
Nationally  she  was  a  delegate  to  the 
National  Seminar,  Women’s  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  serving  as 
National  Evaluator  for  the  Reading 
Program,  UMW. 

Lois  E.  Kohler  has  been  closely  in¬ 
volved  in  the  local  church  for  28  years, 
and  since  1961  has  been  active  in  district 
and  conference  work.  She  is  currently  a 
member  of  the  Women’s  Division  Staff, 
located  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Mrs.  Kohler 
has  held  many  responsible  positions  in 
the  Baltimore  Conference  and  was 
treasurer  of  the  Conference  WSCS  and 
UMW  for  a  number  of  years.  She  holds  a 
deep  interest  in  the  ecumenical  ap¬ 
proach,  and  has  participated  in 
numerous  inter-faith  community  efforts. 
Her  late  husband  was  a  member  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference. 

Ms.  Ruth  Gilbert  lives  in  New  York 
City,  where  she  is  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  Women’s  Division  as  Secretary  of 
Legislative  Affairs. 


Foundation 
trustees  to  meet 

Since  election  by  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Trustees  of  The  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  will 
hold  their  first  meeting  on  July  8th  at  the 
Plantation  Restaurant  in  Alexandria. 
The  meeting  will  convene  at  11  A.M.;  a 
noon  luncheon  will  be  served  and  the 
adjournment  hour  is  scheduled  for  2  P.M. 

Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith  will  preside  at  the 
business  session.  The  group  will  be 
primarily  concerned  with  so  structuring 
their  organization  so  that  it  can  work 
effectively.  Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  the 
executive  director,  will  bring  a  report  on 
the  activities  of  the  Foundation  to  date 
and  will  announce  some  plans  for  the 
future. 

The  highlight  of  the  meeting  will  be  the 
presentation  of  two  executive  leaders  of 
the  Baptist  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 
They  are  Dr.Herschel  Pettus,  executive 
director  of  the  Baptist  Foundation,  and 
Dr.  Glen  Bryant,  director  of  endowment 
and  capital  giving.  Both  will  address  the 
Trustees  and  share  with  them  something 
of  the  success  of  the  Baptist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana. 


Bishop's  Message 

On  Monday  morning.  June  the  twenty-first,  we  held  final  services  for  Bishop 
Willis  J.  King  —  eminent  churchman,  outstanding  leader,  broad  ecumenist, 
faithful  preacher,  wise  shepherd,  and  excellent  scholar 

All  of  you  know  the  beautiful  story  of  Bishop  King's  life,  his  humble  begin¬ 
nings  and  magnificent  achievements,  but  few  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  him 
in  the  unique  role  that  I  knew  him  here.  He  was  my  personal  friend,  but  in  ad¬ 
dition  was  a  colleague  in  the  episcopacy,  a  brother  in  Christ,  and  an  instinctive 
administrator  whose  help  and  advice  was  invaluable.  In  a  warm  personal 
relationship,  I  came  to  know  this  mighty  man  of  God,  and  my  life  will  be  per¬ 
manently  enriched  for  having  been  close  to  him  during  these  years. 

The  mellowness  of  years  in  the  episcopacy  gave  him  a  wisdom  and  saintli¬ 
ness  seldom  matched.  All  of  us  will  miss  him  very  much,  and  to  his  family 
members  we  offer  words  of  understanding  love. 

Friends  in  Africa,  where  he  served  so  brilliantly,  will  be  grieved  to  know  of 
his  passing,  but  friends  in  America  are  equally  grieved,  for  their  loss  is  great 
also  When  we  remember  his  life,  we  remember  what  God  can  do  with  a  fully 
dedicated  man,  and  our  souls  are  filled  with  faith.  Let  each  of  us  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  make  us  worthy  of  Bishop  King’s  confidence  in  us,  and  let  us  be  thank¬ 
ful  that  the  Lord  gave  Bishop  King  to  us  all. 


Mrs.  Bn ih  Jones  Cadivullader .  donor 

Bequest  to  support 
evangelism  chair  at  Scarritt 


A  major  bequest  to  Scarritt  College  by 
Mrs.  Ruth  Jones  Cadwallader  of  La 
Jolla,  Ca.  and  New  Orleans,  has  been 
announced  by  Dr.  J.  Richard  Palmer, 
President  of  Scarritt.  Mrs.  Cad- 
wallader’s  gift  will  be  designated  for  a 
chair  of  Evangelism. 

“Mrs.  Cadwallader's  gift  will  support 
the  first  of  ten  endowed  chairs  which  we 
are  seeking  for  Scarritt  during  the  next 
five  years,"  President ,  Palmer  com¬ 
mented. 

According  to  an  announcement  from 
the  Scarritt  President,  Mrs.  Cadwallader 
will  support,  during  her  lifetime,  the 
Evangelism  chair  with  an  annual  con¬ 
tribution  of  $25  thousand  dollars.  Her 
annual  gift  .will  help  to  defray  the  staff 
and  program  expenses  of  the  evangelism 
program.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
bequest  will  continue  the  support  of  the 
chair  in  perpetuity. 

Mrs.  Cadwallader  recently  received 
one  of  the  first  annual  Scarritt  Tower 
Awards,  presented  to  persons  who  have 
made  significant  contributions  of  their 
talents  and  resources  to  Church  and 
society.  She  has  longtime  interests  in 
foreign  missions,  evangelism  and  church 


music.  Prior  to  her  most  recent  gift,  she 
had  made  contributions  toward  the 
construction  of  Cadwallader  Hall,  the 
purchase  of  the  Wightman  Chapel  organ, 
and  the  support  of  the  evangelism 
professorship. 

Mrs.  Cadwallader  is  well  known  and 
loved  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  having 
served  in  many  posts.  She  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Conference  WSCS,  and  is 
an  honorary  president  of  The  Inter¬ 
national  Prayer  Fellowship.  She  is  an 
honorary  trustee  of  Scarritt  and  a  board 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  School  of  Theology, 
the  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans, 
and  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana. 

Annually  she  sponsors  the  Jones- 
Cadwallader  lectureships  at  Rayne 
Memorial  Church,  lectureships  at  her 
church  in  La  Jolla,  and  supports  also  the 
Ruth  Jones  Cadwallader  wing  at  Brooks 
Howell  Home  in  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Mrs.  Cadwallader  is  a  former  member 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  and  has 
been  honored  by  Nebraska  Wesleyan 
College  with  an  honorary  Doctor  of 
Humane  Letters  degree. 


The  Carrie  P.  Love  memorial  award 


William  L.  Autrey 


named  outstanding  student 


1 

William  L.  Autrey  receives  "Outstanding 


Love. 


William  L  Autrey,  a  senior  majoring 
in  Special  Education  and  Elementary 
Education  at  Louisiana  Tech  University, 
Ruston,  has  been  named  as  the  recipient 
of  The  Carrie  P.  Love  Memorial  Award 
at  the  Wesley  Foundation,  designating 
him  as  the  “most  outstanding  student  for 
the  year." 

This  award  of  $600  is  given  as  a 
memorial  by  the  family  of  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Love,  Sr.  Mrs.  Love  was  a  gracious, 
Christian  lady  who  was  always  in¬ 
terested  in  the  students  and  program 
activities  of  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation. 
She  was  affectionately  known  as 
“Grandmother  Love." 

Mr.  Autrey  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  B.  Autrey,  former  residents  of  West 
Monroe,  now  residing  in  Columbus,  Miss. 

The  outstanding  student  is  chosen  by 
fellow  students  who  nominate  through 
letters  of  recommendation,  and  a  secret 
committee  selects  the  recipient.  Criteria 
for  the  recipient  are:  participation  in  the 
various  programs  and  activities  of  the 
Tech  Wesley  Foundation;  participation 
in  other  campus  organizations;  and 
scholastic  achievement. 

Mr.  Autrey  excels  in  all  of  these  areas, 
serving  as  Recreation  Chairman,  Vice- 
President  and  President  (1976-77)  of 
Wesley  Foundation.  He  holds  manv 
important  posts  with  campus  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  has  worked  as  a  counselor  at 
The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Ruston, 
and  as  a  volunteer  tutor  in  the  Special 
Education  Department  at  Louisiana 
Tech. 

Mr.  Jimmy  Love,  grandson  of  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Love,  Sr.,  representing  the  Love 


family,  presented  Mr.  Autrey  with  a 
plaque  designating  him  as  the  “Out¬ 
standing  Student  at  Wesley  Foundation 
for  1976."  The  recipient  also  had  his 
name  engraved  on  a  plaque  that  can  be 
seen  in  the  Lounge  at  Wesley  Foundation. 

•;  In  the  Southern-Central  Juris-  :• 
:•  dictional  Conference  to  be  held  in  •: 
j:  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  July  13-15,  1976,  i; 
£  will  be  the  election  of  four  Bishops.  £ 
£  At  the  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  > 
£  Conference  delegation  held  on  June  £ 
:•  2  during  the  recent  annual  con-  £ 
£  ference  at  Centenary  College,  £ 
Shreveport,  a  steering  committee 
x  was  appointed  to  make  plans  for  the 
£  election  of  the  Bishops.  Members  of  v 
£  the  committee  are:  Mr.  W.  Davis  X 
£  Cotton,  Chairperson,  Mr.  Hubert  M.  x 
:£  Blanchard,  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Dr.  D.  £ 
£  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  Dr.  Benedict  A.  £ 
*  Galloway.  £ 

:•  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  Vice- 
•:  President,  Personnel-Public  Rela-  S 
:•  tions,  the  United  Methodist  Publish-  £ 
•:  ing  House,  a  member  of  the  :• 
:•  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Annual  f. 
•:  Conference  is  endorsed  by  the  f 
£  Louisianna  Conference  delegation  •: 
£  for  the  Episcopacy.  :• 

£  Dr.  J  Woodrow  Hearn,  Pastor  •: 
£  First  United  Methodist  Church,  £ 
£  Baton  Rogue  has  the  backing  of  the  £ 
£  Louisiana  Conference  delegation  for  X 
X  the  Episcopacy.  £ 

•:  If  you  have  questions  call  Robert  £ 

C;  Harrington.  £ 
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Does  the  church  in  America  have  future? 


By  SPL'RGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

As  our  nation  moves  into  its  third 
century  of  life,  what  lies  ahead  for  the 
church  in  America? 

The  only  certainty  is  that  the  future 
will  be  different  from  the  past.  We  need 
not  fear  changes  in  the  church’s  form;  if 
changes  in  form  will  enhance  fulfillment 
of  the  church’s  purpose,  we  should 
welcome  them.  We  should  fear  only  the 
time  when  the  church  is  so  overwhelmed 
and  absorbed  by  changes  in  society  that 
its  own  distinctive  sense  of  purpose  and 
mission  is  lost. 

In  our  view,  the  organized  church  in 
America  is  perilously  close  to  such  a 
state  today.  We  have  passed  from  a 
period  of  dogmatic  certainty  in  Christian 
doctrines.  That  change  is  good  because, 
through  it,  we  have  learned  that  words  of 
belief  without  confirming  deeds  present 
an  unbelievable  contradiction  to  the 
world. 

More  recently,  we  have  passed  from  a 
period  of  frantic  activism,  during  which 
we  have  sought  to  correct  inconsistencies 
between  what  we  say  we  believe  and 
what  we  do.  That,  too,  is  good  because 
through  it  we  have  learned  that  we 
cannot  save  ourselves,  or  others,  by  our 
deeds  alone. 

Distinctive  identity  lacking 

And  in  1976,  the  church  in  America 
finds  itself  sailing  on  a  sea  of  bewildered 
uncertainty  —  lacking  a  unified  sense  of 
identity,  purpose  and  direction.  We  are 
weary,  troubled  and  lethargic;  at  the 
same  time  we  are  smug  and  comfortable. 
This  period  of  time  may  be  the  beginning 
of  the  final  collapse  of  the  Christian 
church  and  its  institutions  in  America.  Or 
it  may  prove  to  be  another  period  which 
will,  in  passing,  provide  the  church  with 
a  renewed  sense  of  purpose  and  identity. 

The  bleakness  or  hopefulness  of  the 
church’s  future  in  America  will  depend 
on  whether  or  not  we  can  rediscover  our 
destiny  as  a  pilgrim  people,  called  and 
set  apart  by  a  righteous  and  loving  God  to 
proclaim  and  bear  witness  to  His  Word  in 
the  world.  The  church’s  prospects  for  the 
future  may  depend  on  the  way  we  answer 
three  basic  questions. 

Do  we  believe  in  God? 

1.  Can  we  recover  a  sense  of  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  reality  of  God  in  a  world 
which  functions  as  though  God  is  un¬ 
necessary?  This  is  the  foremost 
challenge  facing  the  church  today;  on  it, 
all  else  stands  or  falls. 

With  the  development  of  science  and 
technology,  we  have  come  increasingly 
to  live  as  though  man  is  in  control  of  the 
universe.  While  people  once  stood  in  awe 
of  the  mysteries  of  God,  we  are  now  awed 
by  the  marvels  of  human  technology.  For 
any  problem  we  may  face,  as  society  or 
as  individuals,  we  are  conditioned  to 
believe  that  man  can  provide  the  answer 
—  through  creature  comforts,  pills, 
recreation  or  a  plethora  of  “how  to  im¬ 
prove  yourself”  remedies. 

Society’s  captivation  by  the  belief  in 
human  self-sufficiency  has  rubbed  off  on 
the  church  in  many  ways.  We  often  hear 
more  “how  to  improve  yourself’  from 
our  pulpits  than  we  do  confident  asser¬ 
tions  of  human  hopelessness  apart  from 
God.  Our  programs  are  often  un¬ 
dergirded  more  by  essentially  secular 
aims  than  by  a  sense  of  divine  calling. 
We  are  not  self-sufficient 

That  humanity  is  not  and  cannot  be 
self-sufficient  should  be  clear.  Preoc¬ 
cupation  with  wealth  and  creature 
comforts  may  constantly  divert  us  from 
thinking  about  ultimate  issues,  but  all 
human  inventions  put  together  cannot  fill 
the  emptiness  and  loneliness  of  human 
life  apart  from  God.  Our  pills  and  drinks 
may  dull  our  senses;  our  slogans  may 
claim  that  we  are  liberated;  but  our 
human  panaceas  cannot  forever  satisfy 
the  deepest  longing  in  every  human 
being :  to  be  at  one  with  the  Source  of  all 
life. 

God  is  not  a  cosmic  Santa  Claus  who, 
when  we  grow  up,  proves  not  to  be  real. 
Nor  is  God  an  absentee  landlord  who 
created  the  world  and  then  left  it  to  stand 
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alone  forever. 

God  is.  God  cares  for  every  creature  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.  God  reveals 
Himself  directly,  through  persons  and 
groups,  and  through  history.  God  alone 
offers  an  authentic  answer  to  the  quest 
for  human  fulfillment  and  human  hap¬ 
piness. 

If  the  church  is  to  have  a  future  in 
America,  the  reality  of  God  will  be 
proclaimed  confidently  in  every  sermon, 
and  be  obviously  reflected  in  every 
church  activity  and  program. 

Do  we  accept  the  way  of  Jesus? 

2.  Can  we  be  convinced  to  commit  our 
lives  to  the  wisdom  of  God  as  revealed  In 
Jesus  Christ,  when  that  wisdom  is 
regarded  as  foolishness  by  the  world? 

If  we  really  believe  in  God,  we  must 
recognize  from  His  Word  that  the  church 
is  called  —  not  to  accept  and  reflect  the 
values  of  secular  society,  but  to  be  God’s 
transforming  agent  within  society. 

In  too  few  instances  does  the  church 
today  show  a  willingness  to  go  against 
the  grain  of  a  self-centered  society.  In 
values  and  standards  of  behavior,  per¬ 
sons  who  profess  Christ  are  often  difficult 
to  distinguish  from  those  who  do  not. 

Most  members  of  the  church  have 
become  soft  and  undisciplined.  We 
usually  prefer  leisure  to  work  when  given 
a  choice.  We  are  more  concerned  to 
protect  our  interests  and  our  favored 
status  than  we  are  to  protect  the  rights 
and  relieve  the  sufferings  of  those  around 
us.  The  thought  of  taking  up  a  cross  for 
the  benefit  of  others  sounds  good,  but 
most  of  us  have  come  to  identify  minor 
inconveniences  with  major  sacrifices; 
most  of  us  whose  names  fill  the  church’s 
rolls  have  not  yet  decided  to  live  by  the 
way  of  the  cross. 

Examples  of  “God’s  foolishness” 

Nor  is  it  our  tendency  to  turn  the  other 
cheek;  to  walk  the  second  mile;  to 
identify  with  social  outcasts  and  the 
poor;  to  be  more  concerned  for  the  sick 
than  for  those  who  are  well;  to  be  as 
concerned  for  the  one  outside  the  fold  as 
for  the  99  who  are  safely  inside;  to 
hunger  and  thirst  for  righteousness;  to  be 
willing  to  give  our  lives  to  be  followers  of 
Christ,  that  we  may  experience  abundant 
life  here  and  hereafter. 

God  has  shown  us  in  Jesus  Who  He  is 
and  how  He  intends  for  His  human 
creatures  to  live.  The  Spirit  of  Christ  is 
revealed  to  us  today  through  Scripture, 
through  individual  witness,  and  through 
our  gathering  as  a  community  of 
Christian  believers.  It  is  in  knowing  God, 
through  Christ,  and  in  giving  ourselves 
faithfully  to  His  will  and  way,  that  we 
discover  the  deepest  meaning  of  life. 

If  the  church  is  to  have  a  future  in 
America,  we  must  rediscover  and 
recommit  ourselves  to  the  wisdom  of  God 
as  revealed  in  Jesus,  recognize  that  even 
“God’s  foolishness”  exceeds  the  greatest 
of  human  wisdom,  and  be  willing  to  bear 
the  cross  of  being  different  from  those 
who  seek  security  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
world. 

How  broad  is  our  vision? 

3.  Can  the  church  recover  a  vision  of 
mission  which  includes  witnessing  and 
ministering  to  all  persons,  in  every  place, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ? 

If  we  confidently  believe  in  God  and 
are  committed  to  follow  His  way  for  us  as 
revealed  in  Jesus,  then  we  must  take  His 


Dr.  Albert  Gutter  looks  ahead 
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message  and  extend  Christ’s  ministry  to 
every  point  on  the  globe  —  including  our 
own  neighborhoods. 

The  organized  church  today,  like  its 
members,  is  much  too  concerned  with  its 
own  structures  and  institutions,  and  too 
little  concerned  with  the  world.  We  often 
function  as  though  God  gave  His  Son  to 
save  the  church,  rather  than  the  world. 

In  many  instances  our  vision  of  the 
world  mission  does  not  go  beyond  our 
participation  in  local  church  activities. 
How  faithfully  are  we  bearing  witness  to 
the  reality  of  God  through  Christ  outside 
the  walls  of  our  church  —  in  our 
communities,  in  our  nation,  and  in  other 
nations? 

Local  churches  sponsor  many  pro¬ 
grams  —  such  as  athletic  teams, 
bazaars,  mother’s  day  out,  bridge  clubs, 
pancake  breakfasts,  etc.  —  which  are  not 
integral  to  its  purpose.  At  the  national 
level,  the  church  supports  many  different 
types  of  programs  to  improve  communi¬ 
ties.  Are  such  activities  approached  as 
ends  in  themselves  or  as  means  for 
sharing  the  Christian  faith  in  word  and 
service? 

The  world  is  our  parish 

We  tend  to  be  disturbed  if  a  church 
leader  takes  a  position  which  conflicts 
with  our  own  provincial  outlook.  Our 
local  church  is  the  base  of  our  work  as 
Christians.  But  we  must  broaden  our 
outlook  to  see  again  the  whole  world  as 
our  parish;  to  feel  built  up  when  God’s 
Word  is  preached  faithfully  at  any  place 
or  time;  to  feel  compassionate  concern 
for  persons  in  need,  wherever  they  are; 
to  express  righteous  indignation 
whenever  injustice  exists  anywhere  in 
the  world. 

If  the  church  is  to  have  a  future  in 
America,  then  presenting  the  promises 
and  demands  of  God  through  Christ  — 
and  requiring  a  decision  from  those  who 
see  and  hear  —  must  again  become  in¬ 
tegral  to  all  we  say  and  do.  And  our 
witness  to  Christ  must  be  linked  faith¬ 
fully  to  the  witness  of  other  Christians  in 
America  and  abroad,  that  together  we 
may  present  Christ  and  the  way  of  life  He 
offers  to  all  persons  everywhere. 

We  would  bet  on  God 

If  we  consider  all  visible  factors 
relaUng  to  today’s  church  and  today’s 
society,  the  statistical  odds  for  the 
church's  survival  are  not  favorable. 

But  however  unfaithful  it  may  be  at 
particular  times  and  in  particular  ways, 
the  church  is  still  of  God.  Because  of  this 
hope-filled  variable,  if  we  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  wager,  we  would  bet  on  the 
triumph  of  God. 

We  could  bet  that  the  time  will  come 
when  Christians  in  America  regain  their 
sense  of  confidence  in  the  reality,  the 
power  and  the  dependability  of  God. 

We  would  bet  on  the  re-emergence  of  a 
people  who  regard  the  foolishness  of  God 
as  greater  than  the  wisdom  of  our 
technical-miracle-filled  world,  and  who 
commit  themselves  to  live  according  to 
the  way  of  Jesus. 

We  would  even  bet  on  the  church 
regaining  its  sense  of  world  mission.  If 
we  confidently  believe  in  God  and  the 
way  of  life  He  has  shown  us  in  Jesus,  we 
cannot  rest  until  every  person 
everywhere  has  received  the  opportunity 
to  share  in  the  power  and  the  ministry  of 
God’s  good  news. 


Wesleyan  scholar  discusses 
prospects  of  UMC’s  future 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/  UMR  asked 
Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  whose  professional 
career  has  spanned  almost  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  to  answer  some  questions  about  the 
future  of  the  church.  Dr.  Outler  is 
presently  research  professor  of  theology 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
and  ranks  as  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
foremost  theologians,  ecumenists. 
Wesleyan  scholars  and  seminary 
teachers. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Q.  Will  the  United  Methodist  Church 
continue  to  lose  members  as  it  has  in  the 
past  decade? 

A.  It  is  difficult  to  forecast  the  future 
of  this  sort  of  internal  bleeding.  Several 
things  are  happening  all  at  once: 

(1)  There  is  a  genuine  shake-out  of 
nominal  Christians  from  church  rolls. 

(2)  There  is  a  reaction  against  the 
particular  kind  of  connectionalism  in 
which  United  Methodist  administrative 
leaders  challenge  the  members  to  accept 
policies  and  views  that  are  disagreeable 
to  some  members.  They  have  discovered 
that  since  the  church  is  a  voluntary 
organization,  they  can  take  it  or  leave. 

(3)  The  middle  class  is  so  whip-sawed  by 
inflation,  taxes,  unemployment  and 
under-employment  that  the  amount  of 
available  surplus  in  the  average  family 
budget  is  less  for  non-essentials,  which 
for  many  folk  means  the  church.  (4)  In  a 
culture  with  so  much  stimulation  from 
the  media  and  world  history,  churches  by 
and  large  aren’t  as  exciting.  Going  to 
church  is  not  the  adventure  or  good  deed 
it  once  was  thought  to  be. 

Q.  So  that  means  we  will  continue  to 
lose  members? 

A.  If  any  one  of  those  factors,  or  any 
combination  of  them,  should  change 
decisively,  it  would  cause  a  turn-around. 
There  is  still  a  profound  hunger  in  the 
U.S.  for  something  that  lifts  life  out  of  the 
routine  and  insecure  existence  most  of  us 
know.  The  church  still  has  an  exciting 
mission  but  it  is  up  to  us  to  create  an 
excitement  that  is  authentic.  People  have 
sloughed  off  the  old  bands  of  loyalty  that 
once  brought  people  into  the  church  and 
kept  them  in.  We  must  reforge  new 
bands. 


"Do  we  want  or  need 
ministry?” 


;V atican  II’  heads  list  of  top 
events  of  religion  this  century 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Roman  Catholicism’s  “Vatican  II”  has 
been  the  most  significant  religious  event 
so  far  in  the  20th  Century  according  to  the 
opinions  of  six  out  of  nine  prominent 
United  Methodists  responding  to  a 
TM/  UMR  Bicentennial  Issue  survey. 

Respondents  were  in  less  agreement, 
however,  over  the  answer  to  two  other 
questions  asking  them  to  list  a  person 
and  a  book  which  have  provided  a  major 
influence  and  impact  on  American 
society  during  the  past  76  years.  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  black  civil  rights 
leader,  and  Dr.  Billy  Graham, 
evangelist,  were  mentioned  three  times 
each  as  persons  exerting  major  in¬ 
fluence.  Five  of  the  persons  responding 
said  a  modern  translation  of  the  Bible  is 
the  most  significant  book. 

Specific  answers  were  as  follows: 

Dr. Ira  Gailaway,  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Peoria,  Illinois  —  Event:  Vatican  II. 
“The  far-reaching  effect  of  Vatican  II  in 
opening  up  the  church,  both  Roman 
Catholic  and  others  to  each  other,  is  of 
profound  and  lasting  significance.” 
Person:  Dr.  Billy  Graham.  "He  has 
certainly  been  at  the  forefront  in  helping 
to  create  a  renewed  interest  in  faith  and 
religion  during  our  time.”  Book:  “The 
Living  Bible."  “This  and  other  modern 
translations  of  the  Bible  have  made  the 
Scriptures  more  available  to  the  average 
layperson  in  the  church.” 

Bishop  T.  Otto  Nall,  retired  bishop  and 
religious  journalist,  Clearwater,  Florida 
—  Event:  Birth  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  1948.  Person:  Dr.  Walter 
Rauschenbusch.  professor  and  author  of 
books  on  the  “social  Gospel.”  “He 
subjected  the  cultural  order  to  profound 
analysis  and  found  it  wanting,  then 
prescribed  the  way  for  realistic  reform.” 
Book:  “Moral  Man  and  Immoral 
Society"  (1932)  by  Reinhold  Niebuhr. 

Dr.  Noe  Gonzales,  president  of  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso,  Texas  — 
Event:  Vatican  II.  “Its  global  im¬ 
plications  brought  a  new  freshness  both 
within  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
Protestant  churches.  The  previous 
rivalry  between  the  two  Christian 
segments  was  lessened."  Person:  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  “He  brought  us  to 
an  awareness  of  the  Gospel  in  terms  of 


world  liberation.”  Book:  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible.  “This 
translation  opened  a  new  world  in  terms 
of  Scripture.” 

Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.,  Denver 
.Area  episcopal  leader  of  the  UMC  — 
Event :  Election  of  John  XXIII  as  Pope  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  “He  let 
loose  a  reforming  and  healing  dynamic 
that  continues  to  move  among  us  as  one 
of  the  major  constructive  forces  shaping 
contemporary  life.”  Person:  Dr.  Harry 
Emerson  Fosdick,  preacher  and  author. 
“As  the  preacher/  pastor  who  made 
religion  intelligible  and  meaningful  to  a 
national  audience  of  potential  cynics 
recovering  from  World  War  I  and  in¬ 
volved  in  World  War  II,  and  as  a  per¬ 
sonalized  point  of  reference  for  the  major 
theological  storm  between  the  ‘fun¬ 
damentalists’  and  the  ‘social  gospelers,’ 
he  most  assuredly  exerted  a  major  in¬ 
fluence  upon  America  during  this  cen¬ 
tury.”  Book:  “Exploration  of  the  Inner 
World,"  by  Anton  Boisen.  “It  is  the  one 
volume  which  more  than  any  other 
launched  the  movement  toward  a  heavy 
cross-referencing  of  religion  and 
psychiatry.” 

Gordon  Greaves,  newspaper  editor, 
Portales,  New  Mexico  —  Event:  The 
advent  of  the  “pill.”  “The  means  by 
which  a  woman  can  decide  when  she 
wants  to  have  a  baby  is  more  important 
than  the  atomic  bomb,  landings  on  the 
moon,  or  the  exploration  of  our  galaxy.” 
Person:  Mohandas  Gandhi,  architect  of 
the  struggle  for  freedom  in  India  through 
non-violent  protest.  “He  showed  the 
power  of  non-violence  in  bringing  about 
great  change.”  Book:  “Origin  of  the 
Species"  by  Charles  Darwin  (1859). 
“Although  it  was  written  in  the  last 
century,  it  was  widely  accepted  and  had 
its  greatest  influence  in  the  20th  Cen¬ 
tury.” 

Gwendolyn  Grissom,  UMC  Women's 
Caucus  member.  San  Jose.  California  — 
Event:  Funeral  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  “People  of  all  races,  colors, 
creeds,  beliefs  and  stations  in  life  came 
together  to  celebrate  the  life  and  works  of 
a  man  who  gave  his  life  that  all  people 
might  have  life,  and  have  it  more 
abundantly.”  Person:  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  a  “humanitarian,  prophet  and 
scholar."  Book:  “Jonathan  Livingston 


Seagull”  by  Richard  Bach.  “I  have  no 
opinion  on  what  book  may  have  in¬ 
fluenced  the  American  religious  com¬ 
munity  most,  but  that  is  a  book  which  has 
meant  much  to  me  personally.” 

John  H.  Ness  Jr.,  executive  secretary 
of  the  UMC’s  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History,  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina  —  Event:  Vatican  II.  Changes 
such  as  “adoption  of  the  mother-tongue 
of  worshippers  rather  than  using  the 
Latin  liturgy"  greatly  influenced  not  only 
the  Roman  church  but  Protestant 
churches’  relationship  to  it.  Person:  Dr. 
Billy  Graham.  "If  only  by  sheer  num¬ 
bers,  he  has  made  the  greatest  impact. 
Using  all  of  the  tools  of  communication 
he  has  reached  far  more  persons  than 
any  other  religious  leader.”  Book: 
“Revised  Standard  Version”  of  the  Bible. 
“It  brought  a  wider  use  of  the  Scriptures 
by  the  people  since  it  gave  greater  clarity 
in  reading  it  in  our  modern  vocabulary.” 

Dr.  Thomas  F.  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  Nash¬ 
ville.  Tennessee  —  Event:  Vatican  II. 
Person:  Reinhold  Niebuhr  in  the  field  of 
theology  and  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
in  the  area  of  church  life.  Book: 
“Revised  Standard  Version”  of  the  Bible. 

Dr.  Ted  Richardson,  district 
superintendent,  San  Antonio  District, 
Southwest  Texas  Conference  —  Event: 
The  Scopes  "Monkey"  Trial.  “This  trial 
in  many  ways  broke  the  impasse  between 
religion  and  science  and  gave  permission 
for  us  to  study  the  Bible  in  the  light  of  all 
the  disciplines  and  of  all  the  knowledge 
we  can  muster  to  understand  God’s  word 
for  man.”  Person.  Rosa  Parks,  black 
woman  who  refused  to  step  to  the  back  of 
the  bus  in  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
sparking  the  civil  rights  movement. 
“Through  this  movement,  age-old 
structures  of  prejudice  were  dismantled 
and  long  strides  were  made  toward 
destroying  the  concept  of  'second-class 
citizenship.’  ”  Book:  “The  Nature  and 
Destiny  of  Man"  by  Reinhold  Niebuhr 
“brought  20th  Century  ideas  together  and 
spelled  them  out  in  the  light  of  a  new 
approach  to  the  Bible,  of  the  moral  and 
ethical  demands  of  the  Christian  faith, 
and  the  whole  social  thrust  into  the  . 
political  and  economic  dimensions  of  the 
Gospel.” 


Q.  What  would  those  new  bands  be? 

A.  Let’s  start  with  worship.  It  should 
be  significant,  arresting,  heart-warming. 
The  experience  of  going  to  church  itself 
should  be  meaningful  enough  that  it  is 
anticipated  and  is  rewarding. 

Q.  How  can  that  happen? 

A.  It  depends  upon  several  variables. 
One  is  a  franker  acknowledgment  of 
spiritual  excitement  in  worship.  We  need 
what  the  charismatic  movement 
originally  stood  for:  the  sense  of  divine 
presence,  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  midst. 

A  second  variable  is  that  real 
preaching,  which  all  ministers  can  do, 
must  take  place.  This  means  standing 
before  God’s  people  with  the  truth  of 
God’s  Scripture  and  the  truth  of  the 
church’s  tradition  and  rendering  an 
interpretation  of  Christian  truth.  And  the 
third  variable  which  must  take  place:  the 
laity  taking  responsibility  to  be  the 
church  visible  in  the  world.  Presently, 
neither  the  laity  nor  the  clergy  have 
come  to  terms  with  that  situation. 

Q.  What  is  your  dream  for  the  church? 

A.  I  dream  for  the  future  generation  an 
age  that  would  be  for  them  like  the  two 
great  ages  which  stirred  American 
Christianity  more  than  anything  else. 
The  Great  Awakening  from  1790  to  1850 
with  its  revivals,  brush  arbors  and 
campmeetings  was  an  exciting  time  to 
live.  And  the  reaction  to  revivalism 
produced  the  social  gospel/  Christian 
nurture  movement  during  the  period 
from  the  Civil  War  to  the  Great 
Depression.  In  those  periods  people  had  a 
spirit  because  they  were  engaged  in 
great  causes. 

Q.  What  might  our  future  cause  be? 

A.  Survival  —  without  anxiety  or 
panic.  No  one  can  say  for  sure  that 
America  is  in  its  decline  and  fall  but  its 
future  will  certainly  be  different  than 
anything  in  its  past.  Nothing  that  has 
worked,  by  repeating  it  will  work  in  the 
future.  As  revivalism  was  the  church’s 
response  to  America’s  adolescence,  and 
the  social  reform/  Christian  education 
movement  a  response  to  America’s 
coming-of-age,  so  the  church  must  deal 
in  the  next  one-half  century  with 
America  in  her  maturity  and  perhaps  her 
decline.  The  future  literally  depends 
upon  whether  we  discover  what  it  takes 
for  “the  living  of  these  days.” 

Q.  What  particular  major  problem  do 
you  see  in  the  United  Methodist  Church? 

A.  Too  heavy  a  bureaucracy.  The 
present  structures  will  not  work  but  they 
haven’t  failed  enough  yet  to  change 
them.  The  1972  restructuring  by  General 
Conference  was  wretched.  We  simply 
must  de-centralize.  But  when  and  how 
and  with  what  prospects  for  im¬ 
provement?  It  is  too  early  now  to  over¬ 
turn  the  1972  overturn,  but  not  too  early 
to  recognize  that  whatever  they  meant  in 
'72,  it  results  in  a  further  dominance  by 
the  bureaucracy  in  the  church  at  large. 

Q.  Do  you  see  the  UMC  becoming  a 
truly  inclusive  church? 

A.  We  already  are  by  intention.  Yet  I 
do  not  see  how  we  can  devise  the  right 
sort  of  situation  which  will  open  up  and 
support  ethnic  minority  participation  in 
the  leadership  of  the  church.  Leadership 
takes  training  and  the  minorities  have 
less  opportunity  for  apprenticeship  than 
they  ought  to  have.  Most  conferences,  for 
instance,  have  one  black  district 
superintendent;  but  in  the  days  of  the 
Central  Jurisdiction,  there  were  hun¬ 
dreds  of  black  superintendents  who  were 
gaining  experience  in  leadership  and 
responsibility. 

And  how  are  the  ethnic  minorities  to 
continue  their  recent  discovery  of  self- 
identity  if  they  merge  with  the 
predominantly  white  congregation? 
That's  one  reason  I  support  the  black 
colleges  where  the  black  experience  is 
reinforced.  I  think  we  ought  to  do  the 
same  for  the  Mexican-Americans  and 
other  minorities.  The  issue  is  the  melting 
pot  or  ethnic  identity:  I  believe  in  both 
but  I  don’t  see  how  to  devise  a  situation 
that  allows  for  both. 

Q.  What  is  the  future  of  the 
charismatic  movement  in  our  church? 

A.  We  might  very  well  become  the 
church  where  both  the  charismatic  and 
the  non-charisma  tic  could  feel  at  home 
and  commune  with  each  other.  We  ought 
not  have  any  problem.  There  is  no 


“The  present  structures  will  not  work, 
but  they  haven’t  failed  enough  yet  to 
change  them.” 

theological  or  historical  ground  for 
rejecting  them  or  being  intimidated  by 
them.  The  Methodist  Church  in  the  late 
19th  century  had  a  Holiness  movement 
and  we  threw  them  out,  much  to  our> 
impoverishment.  I  trust  we  won’t  be  as 
inept  with  the  charismatics. 

Q.  What’s  the  future  of  the  con¬ 
servative  liberal  struggle  in  the  UMC? 

A.  It’s  on  the  way  out  or  undergoing  a 
metamorphosis.  There  is  no  place  for  the 
old-fashioned  fundamentalist  or  liberal.  I 
don’t  know  of  any  issue  affecting  the 
over-all  ministry  of  the  church  that 
cannot  be  negotiated  between  the  two 
groups.  Except  one  that  I  don’t  hear 
much  about.  The  bureaucracy  of  the 
church  has  walled-out  the  conservative. 
That’s  discrimination.  And  that’s  where  I 
see  the  crunch. 

Q.  How  do  you  see  the  future  of  our 
seminaries? 

A.  The  problem  of  the  seminaries  is 
the  problem  of  the  UMC.  Do  we  want  or 
need  a  learned  ministry?  Or  do  we  want 
the  seminary  to  be  a  training  center  for 
relational  skills?  The  task  I  would  lay  on 
the  seminaries  is  the  commitment  to  a 
learned  ministry. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  “learned"? 

A.  I  mean  a  devout,  disciplined 
ministry  which  is  professionally  com¬ 
petent.  Within  15  minutes  in  talking  with 
a  person  I  get  an  impression  whether  the 
person  is  competent  in  his/  her  vocation. 
In  sermon  after  sermon,  with  minister 
after  minister,  I  get  the  clear  impression 
of  a  person  who  has  not  read  much,  who 
does  not  drip  Scripture  so  the  language  of 
Canaan  and  Zion  mingle  naturally,  who 
does  not  know  enough  church  history  to 
bring  a  perspective  from  the  past  to  the 
now.  One  does  not  have  to  be  a  theologian 
to  be  learned.  But  the  person  must  have  a 
mind  that  is  constantly  inquiring.  That’s 
what  a  theological  degree  is  for. 

Q.  What  is  the  future  for  women  in  the 
church? 

A  They  have  been  the  vanguard  in  the 
church  as  long  as  I  can  remember.  I  have 
no  problem  in  principle  with  the  issues  of 
women’s  liberation.  It  is  an  impression  of 
mine  that  the  pre-occupation  by  United 
Methodist  women  with  the  women’s 
cause  has  diverted  a  lot  of  energy  from 
the  rather  spectacular  leadership  they 
provided  in  other  causes,  such  as 
education,  social  reform,  missions  and 
stewardship.  Any  group,  and  this  applies 
to  others  as  well,  that  pays  more  at¬ 
tention  to  itself  than  the  job  of  the  church 
in  the  world  is  somehow  not  with  it. 

Q.  Are  you  optimistic  about  the 
church’s  future? 

A.  I  believe  almost  anything  can 
happen.  If  you  had  asked  in  1784  where 
the  church  was  going,  you  could  have 
received  a  gloomy  answer.  But  the  Great 
Awakening  rescued  the  church  in  an 
extraordinary  way.  If  you  had  asked  in 
1840,  you  could  have  gotten  a  rosy  pic¬ 
ture.  That  would  have  been  wrong,  too, 
for  the  Civil  War  could  not  be  avoided. 
And  today?  Have  we  been  mortally 
wounded  by  Vietnam,  Watergate,  Fanny 
Fox  and  the  other  “happy  hookers”? 
Most  signs  are  minus  except  the  cross, 
and  that’s  a  plus. 

As  a  man  of  faith  I  am  a  man  of  hope. 
But  as  a  realist,  I  believe  it  will  be  by  the 
grace  and  providence  of  God  rather  than 
by  the  odds  of  man  that  the  future  will 
turn  out  well. 


oweri 


Bradenton 

Florida 


jMOki,-AnJ  3L,Ja,  DoJ 

A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 

It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  /aces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It's  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It’s  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card,  1 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass.  Administrator  Fhone:  813/  747-1881 
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Bicentennial  issue 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  future  — 
What  will  the  United  Methodist 
Church  look  like  in  25,  50,  100  years 
from  now?  To  celebrate  the  nation's 
Bicentennial,  TM/  UMR  decided  to 
look  ahead  into  the  third  century  of 
the  church's  existence  in  America 
rather  than  back  to  its  beginnings  in 
the  18th  century. 

TM/  UMR  artist  Frank  Jones 
captures  the  thrust  of  this  issue  with 
his  drawing  of  a  futuristic  city  with 
the  church  in  its  midst,  still  visible, 
still  significant.  More  than  50  United 
Methodists  in  this  issue  have  an¬ 
swered  questions  asked  them  by  the 
TM/  UMR  editorial  staff  about  the 
future  of  the  church. 


United  Methodists 
forsee  shape  of  UMC 


Kenneth  Goodson 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/  UMR  asked 
six  prominent  United  Methodists  from 
around  the  nation  to  predict  what  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  be  like  in  25 
years.  The  following  were  their  answers. 

Kenneth  Goodson 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Rich¬ 
mond  Area,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  Richmond, 
Virginia: 

“I  see  the  church 
as  a  more  serious 
community  of 
people,  deeply 
committed  to  Jesus 
Christ,  who  will  be 
concerned  about 
the  real  ‘gut’  issues 
that  confront 
human  society, 
such  as  personal 
salvation,  ethics, 
liberation  and  human  freedom. 

“The  church  will  become  more 
ecumenical  in  program  and  cooperation 
but  not  in  structure. 

“The  years  ahead  are  exciting  and 
challenging.” 

Oral  Roberts 

Dr.  Oral  Roberts,  president  of  Oral 
Roberts  University,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma: 

“The  United  1 
Methodist  Church 
in  25  years  is  going 
to  be  the  most 
exciting  movement 
in  the  church  world. 

In  the  spirit  of 
inclusiveness  it  is 
letting  in  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  is 
providing  an 
openness  to  persons  Oral  Roberts 
both  inside  and  outside  its  denomina¬ 
tional  ranks. 

“The  structure  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  welcomes  all  people  —  and  this  is 
the  spirit  of  the  ‘now’  of  God’s  kingdom 
on  earth.  The  repudiation  of  ex¬ 
clusiveness  together  with  openness  to  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  of  in¬ 
comparable  strength. 

“I  see  a  growing  awareness  of  the  role 
of  the  laity  within  our  United  Methodist 
Church  —  particularly  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  greater  voice  and  the  unique 
personal  witness  the  laity  offers. 

“All  the  bishops  of  the  church  whom  I 
know  personally  have  a  tremendous 
interest  in  opening  all  doors  to  the  Holy 
Spirit’s  work  both  in  the  church  and  the 
world.  Wherever  I  have  had  the 
priviledge  of  preaching  and  ministering, 
including  annual  conference  meetings 
with  preachers  and  laypersons,  I  have 
found  a  new  excitement  for  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  —  who  is  the  key  to 
everything  good  that  is  happening  in  the 
church  today. 

“It  is  the  Holy  Spirit  who  testifies  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  I  am  terribly 
excited  to  be  an  elder  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  this  moment  in 
history.  I  see  great  things  ahead." 

Thelina  Stevens 

Thelma  Stevens,  retired  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  section  on 
Christian  relations  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions,  Nashville. 
Tennessee: 

“From  my 
perspective,  there 
must  be  two  an¬ 
swers  to  this 
question. 

“(1)  If  the  spirit 
and  plans  evident 
today  in  many 
churches  and  the 
climate  and  action 

of  the  1976  General  bS9RMHH^^ 
Conference  are  Thelma  Stevens 
indicators  of  the  direction  the  church  will 
take  in  the  foreseeable  future,  there 
seems  no  reasonable  hope  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  can  be  saved  from 
becoming  by  2001  A.D.  a  vast  network  of 
ingrown,  segmented,  congregational 
churches  with  a  narrowly  -  focused 
evangelistic  ministry  and  outreach. 

“In  my  conviction,  a  commitment  to 
this  kind  of  church  denies  the  wholeness 
of  the  Gospel,  the  universality  and 
pluralism  of  Christ’s  church,  and  its  call 
to  be  a  prophetic  voice  and  channel  for 
the  realization  of  God’s  purpose. 


Beautiful  retirement 
area 

Hilltop  Village,  Inc. 
Methodist  Home 
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Retirement  living 
Nursing  care  -  related  health 
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No*  taking  applications 
Hilltop  Circle,  KorrvIlFe,  Taxis  78208. 


Can  church  begin  thinking  again? 

At  future  of  ministry  meeting ,  scholar  says  it  must 


“(2)  It  is  not  too  late,  however,  for  a 
courageous,  committed  remnant  of 
United  Methodists,  lay  and  clergy,  in¬ 
cluding  bishops,  to  call  the  church  to  a 
new  understanding  of  the  wholeness  of 
the  Gospel,  made  manifest  through  a 
connectional  church  whose  roots  and 
branches  are  interwoven  within  a  vitally* 
relevant  ecumenical  mission  and  wit¬ 
ness. 

“Thus  can  Christ’s  universal  church 
become  real  in  the  global  community  25 
years  hence  with  1984  (United 
Methodism’s  Bicentennial  year)  the 
pivotal  year.” 

Charles  Allen 

Dr.  Charles  Allen,  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Houston,  Texas,  the  largest  United 
Methodist  church  in  the  world: 

“Twenty-  five 
years  from  now,  in 
the  year  2001,  I 
picture  the  United 
Methodist  Church 
to  be  pretty  much 
like  it  is  today.  1  see 
very  few  basic 
changes  in  the 
church  during  the 
past  25  years. 

“  ‘The  church  Charles  Allen 
exists  for  the  conduct  of  worship  and  the 
due  administration  of  his  Word  and 
Sacrament,  the  maintenance  of  Christian 
fellowship  and  discipline,  the  edification 
of  believers  and  the  conversion  of  the 
world.'  (The  Book  of  Discipline)  I  think 
no  better  definition  than  that  will  be  true 
25  years  from  now. 

“And  the  church  that  provides  relevant 
worship  services  will  have  a  constituency 
and  a  following. 

“I  do  believe  that  the  church  ‘will  be 
preserved  until  the  end  of  time.’  ’’ 

Thelma  Barnes 

Thelma  Barnes,.executive  secretary  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal, 
Atlanta.  Georgia: 

“I  feel  that  in  the 
next  25  years  the 
church  will  have  to 
move  away  from  its 
hierarchical,  highly 
institutional  forms  f*) 

of  worship  into 
small  group  wor¬ 
ship,  with  emphasis  _ 

on  sharing  and  I 

witness.  There  will 
be  less  emphasis  on  Thelma  Barnes 
bricks  and  mortar  and  more  emphasis  on 
people  relating  to  one  another. 

“Fewer  persons  will  be  in  the  pulpit 
ministry  and  fewer  church  members  will 
be  in  the  pews.  More  people  will  be 
worshipping  through  television  and  in 
informal  settings  and  groups.  Our 

churches  now  make  people  feel  that  they 
have  to  be  dressed  a  certain  way  or  be  in 
a  certain  economic  bracket  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted.  Our  churches  are  not  as  open  as 
they  should  be.  We  will  move  away  from 
this  and  will  become  more  open  in  the 
next  25  years. 

“The  UMC  will  never  have  over¬ 
whelming  amounts  of  persons  from 

ethnic  minority  groups,  however. 
Minority  persons  will  remain  a  part  of 
the  UMC,  but  I  think  it  will  always  be  a 
predominantly  white  church  and  will  not 
ultimately  encourage  much  minority 
participation.” 

Edmund  Robb 

Dr.  Edmund  Robb,  president  of  United 
Methodists  for  Scriptural  Christianity 
[Good  News  Movement]  and  pastor  of  St. 
Luke's  UMC  in  Lubbock,  Texas: 

“I  believe  the 
institutional  church 
will  experience 
renewal  and 
vitality  on  the  local 
level  where  an 
enlightened  Scrip¬ 
tural  Christianity  is 
proclaimed  with  a 
balance  between 
the  personal  gospel 
of  redemption  and  Edmund  Robb 
the  social  relevance  of  the  faith. 

“Our  society  is  increasingly  becoming 
a  welfare  state;  I  believe  many  of  the 
social  welfare  ministries  of  the  church 
will  diminish  in  importance.  We  will 
discover  that  those  churches  which  have 
emphasized  the  “kergyma"  (the 
essential  good  news  of  Christ)  will  have 
the  greatest  strength. 

“I  also  believe  independent,  neo- 
pentecostal  congregations  will  probably 
become  strong  in  the  cities  by  moving 
into  a  vacuum  that  the  mainline  churches 
have  left  because  they  have  not  answered 
the  spiritual  longing  of  persons. 

“Although  the  United  Methodist 
Church  may  continue  to  lose  members  in 
the  future,  the  decrease  will  be  less  rapid 
than  it  has  been  the  past  decade.  But  if 
the  members  will  return  to  more  basic 
Christianity,  I  am  hopeful  that  this  will 
bring  renewal." 


By  WINSTON  TAYLOR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Can  the  church 
begin  thinking  again?  It  can,%nd  it  must 
if  it  is  to  “hold  its  children”  and  not  drive 
them  out;  to  move  the  world  or  even  its 
own  members.  But  it  could  be  “too  late.” 
That  was  the  message  from  a  United 
Methodist  theologian  who  was  keynote 
speaker  for  a  symposium  here  last  week 
on  the  future  of  the  ministry. 

Dr.  John  Cobb,  professor  of  theology  at 
the  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Calif.,  characterized  himself  as  a 
perennial  optimist  on  the  question.  He 
stressed  the  dangers  involved  in  the 
process  of  thinking  and  the  lessons  to  be 
learned  from  history  since  the  church 
“out  thought  its  competitors.” 

The  five-day  Bicentennial  Symposium, 
“Ministry  in  America  —  into  the  Third 
Century,”  drew  some  60  participants, 
mostly  from  the  eastern  U.S.  It  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  Wesley  Theological  Semin¬ 
ary,  the  Baltimore  Conference  and  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Dr.  Cobb  recalled  that  the  early 
Christian  church  did  most  of  the  world’s 
real  thinking  in  the  days  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  This  climaxed  in  the  en¬ 
lightenment  of  the  Renaissance,  when 
the  church  even  encouraged  its  people  to 
broaden  their  interests.  Soon,  however, 
“what  emerged  was  .  .  .  often  ex¬ 
perienced  as  a  threat”  and  the  church 
became  defensive. 

He  said  the  church  has  now  lost  its 
leadership  role  and  usually  reacts  only  to 
the  decisions  others  make.  Dr.  Cobb 
called  for  the  church  to  become  a 
“partner  in  thinking"  with  the  rest  of 
society. 

Because  the  “concrete  life  of  the 
church  largely  reflects  (its)  society  and 
culture,”  he  pointed  out,  the  church  may 


want  theologians  "to  explain  the 
inherited  doctrines  in  ways  that  support 
current  church  life,  while  assuring 
people  of  the  importance  of  activities 
that  have  become  trivial.” 

As  a  result,  because  the  church  has 
“ceased  to  generate  new  norms  of  human 
meaning,  it  may  evolve  into  a  voluntary 
organization  that  offers  many  desired 
services  —  educational,  cultural, 
recreational,  and  even  religious”  —  but 
will  have  “ceased  to  be  the  church.” 
Then,  though  it  was  motivated  by 
“Christian  concern  for  the  whole  per¬ 
son,"  activities  designed  to  produce  such 


motivation  might  cease.  Already,  Dr. 
Cobb  declared,  “many  have  drifted  this 
way  without  full  consciousness”  of  it. 

Holding  that  the  last  stronghold  for 
theology  is  the  proclaimed  Word,  Dr. 
Cobb  held  that  “when  the  church  ceases 
to  think,  preachers  will  be  driven 
elsewhere  to  find  the  basis  for  their 
messages."  Expressing  discouragement 
at  this  point,  he  said  that  much  more 
could  be  done  to  relate  the  church’s 
activities  to  faith. 

In  fact,  he  added,  the  local  church 
(laity  included)  could  be  a  vital  alter¬ 


native  to  the  university  as  it  was  in 
Puritan  times,  but  it  is  handicapped 
because  “the  pastor  is  expected  to  do  so 
many  other  things  than  think.” 

Pointing  to  some  persons  who  once  did 
their  thinking  inside  the  church  but  have 
now  left  it,  Dr.  Cobb  asserted,  “if  in  the 
third  century,  the  church  grasps  con¬ 
fidently  its  own  liberty  to  think  and  live, 
it  can  lead  toward  a  healthy  global 
Christianity.  Otherwise  it  will  lose  the 
finest  of  its  sons  and  daughters  because 
they  will  perceive  the  church  is  as  it  has 
been"  and  that  “is  not  good  enough  for 
now.” 


Child's  view  of  church  of  the  fu 

RICHARDSON,  Tex.  —  Dale  Tubbs,  a  fourth  grade  pupil  at  United  Methodists  in 
First  UMC  church  school  here,  envisions  a  mobile  church  for  in  this  issue]. 
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14  persons  describe  CMC  for  posterity  ...  ,,  , 

What  should  go  into  a  ‘ time  capsule 9? 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

If  the  citizens  of  the  year  2076  opened  a 
time  capsule  labelled  “United  Methodist 
Church,”  the  items  they  find  there  should 
give  them  at  least  one  clue  about  the 
“People  Called  Methodist”  back  in  1976: 
their  diversity. 

And  in  case  the  items  themselves  don’t 
supply  the  clue,  there’ll  be  plenty  of 
statements  spelling  it  out. 

A  free-wheeling  range  of  responses 
came  when  TM/  UMR  asked  14  United 
Methodists  this  question:  “What  three 
items  characterizing  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  people  would 
you  place  in  a  time  capsule  to  be  opened 
in  2076?” 

Nearly  all  chose  symbols  of  a  church 
struggling  to  achieve  oneness  of  purpose 
through  great  diversity.  They  spoke 
directly  or  indirectly  of  “potential” 
rather  than  solid  accomplishment.  And 
while  most  found  the  church’s  priority 
list  in  1976  worth  preserving,  they 
recognized  the  priorities  as  goals  still  to 
be  reached,  not  yardsticks  of  our  present 
condition. 

They  were  cautiously  optimistic  about 
the  kind  of  image  today’s  church  will 
leave  for  future  generations.  One 
respondent  even  said  he  saluted  “your 
optimism  in  assuming  any.pnein  2076  will 
be  interested  in  the  state,  of  United 
Methodism  today."  But  aftejf. coming  up 
with  a  lengthy  list  of  itepis  for  the 
capsule,  he  concluded  that  “perhaps 
your  optimism  is  not  unfounded.” 

Here’s  what  these  United  Methodists 
would  place  in  the  time  capsule: 

Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid,  Florida  Area. 
Lakeland,  Fla.;  named  characteristics: 
(1)A  warm  heart  —  a  church  concerned 
about  all  the  people  in  God’s  family;  (2) 
Pluralism  —  a  church  with  many 
theological,  political  and  social  dif¬ 
ferences,  but  bound  in  commitment  to 
Christ;  (3)  The  1976-80  quadrennial 
emphases  on  relieving  hunger,  including 
ethnic  minorities,  reaching  people 
through  evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 
assistant  general  secretary,  ecumenical 
and  interreligious  concerns  division. 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  New  York: 
(1)A  filmstrip,  “Women  in  Ministry:  A 
Shared  Commitment,"  produced  by  a 
laywoman  on  behalf  of  women  in 
ministry;  (2)  “One  Baptism,  One 
Eucharist,  and  a  Mutually-Recognized 
Ministry,"  a  World  Council  of  Churches 
study  document  about  oneness,  to  which 
United  Methodism  contributed  a  per¬ 
spective;  (3)  “Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit,”  a 
hymn  which  “affirms  the  diversity  and 
pluralism"  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  Judy  M.  Gilreath,  Sulphur 
Springs,  Tex.,  chairperson,  North  Texas 
conference  delegation  to  General  Con¬ 
ference:  (D  a  globe  —  “Wesley’s 
statement.  ‘The  world  is  my  parish’  is 
just  as  important  in  the  20th  century  as  it 
was  in  the  18th  century,  perhaps  more 


important;”  (2)  A  shock  of  wheat  —  The 
1976  General  Conference  urged  raising 
$5-million  to  alleviate  hunger;  (3  A 
painting  of  many  diverse  persons 
“Walking  toward  a  cross  —  “The  pc  pie 
signify  the  rich  pluralism  of  the  U  IC, 
the  cross  is  the  ‘tie  that  binds’  t/  em 
together.” 

The  Rev.  Conrado  Soltero,  Mt  iro- 
poiitan  Board  of  Missions  dire*  tor, 
El  Paso,  Tex.:  (1)A  copy  of  the  1976 
General  Conference  priorities  to  indicate 
“a  start  in  the  right  direction;”  (2)  The 
Methodist  Hymnal  in  Spanish  and 
“Lecciones  Cristanas"  (only  UM  church 
school  publication  in  Spanish),  showing  a 
commitment  to  Hispanic  people;  (3) 
General  Conference  legislation  dealing 
with  its  stated  priorities,  showing  that 
“we  are  serious  about  hunger,  ethnic 
concerns  and  evangelism.” 

The  Rev.  Judith  Weidman,  assistant 
general  secretary  of  interpretation. 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
Nashville:  (1)  A  recent  issue  of 
TM/  UMR  showing  how  United 
Methodists  dealt  with  issues  in  1976;  (2) 
A  map  of  the  U.S.  showing  concentrations 
of  denominations  which  would  indicate 
United  Methodists  were  “truly  a  national 
church  with  potential  for  influence  in 
every  segment  of  society;”  (3)  A 
collection  of  statements  of  goals  by 
national  and  conference  agencies,  so  the 
people  of  2076  can  “measure  our  faith¬ 
fulness." 

Ms.  Martha  Man,  director  of  news 
services,  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  New  York:  (1)  A  complete 
set  of  the  “Daily  Christian  Advocate" 
from  the  1976  General  Conference, 
showing  the  legislative  structures  and 
human  qualities  through  which  the  UMC 
handles  its  diversity;  (2)  General  Con¬ 
ference  stories  filed  by  George  Cornell, 
religion  writer  for  the  Associated  Press, 
to  reflect  a  dispassionate  view  of  us ; "  ( 3 ) 
a  June  11,  1976  TM/UMR  editorial 
entitled  “Dear  readers,  help  us  interpret 
your  silence"  about  General  Conference. 
“Were  readers  silent  out  of  apathy  or 
was  it  a  judgment?"  Ms.  Man  asks. 

Dr.  Maceo  Pembrook,  president  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal, 
pastor  of  St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Chicago  would 
place  these  projections  in  the  capsule: 

(1)  By  2076  blacks  and  ethnic  minorities 
can  truly  celebrate  100  years  of  freedom 
and  solidarity;  (2)  More  and  more  people 
in  church  and  government  will 
become  pragmatic  realists  in  our 
pluralistic  society.  They  will  know  what 
can  and  can’t  be  done.  (3)  Leadership  in 
the  church  will  be  chosen  without  the 
marked  division  of  emotional  preference 
along  racial  or  sexual  lines. 

The  Rev.  Glenn  Riddle,  president  of 
United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship, 
director  of  Jackson  Area  Ministries, 
Jackson,  Ohio:  (1)  The  cross  _and  the 
flame  —  symbol  of  United  Methodism; 

(2)  The  Book  of  Discipline;  (3)  The  Bible. 


The  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Moore,  editor,  New 
World  Outlook.  New  York:  (DA  church 
bulletin,  chosen  at  random,  because 
“ongoing  worship  is  fundamental;”  (2) 
The  “Daily  Christian  Advocate”  from 
1976  General  Conference  —  because 
“though  it  may  seem  exotic  100  years 
from  now,  it’s  the  way  we  are  now;’’  (3) 
A  package  including  the  women’s 
division  statement  on  human  sexuality 
(“the  best  leadership  comes  from  the 
women"),  a  tape  recording  of  a  speech 
by  Bishop  Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia,  and  a 
tape  recording  of  a  black  or  Hispanic 
worship  service. 

The  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler  Wayman, 
Wesley  Foundation  director,  Long  Beach 
State  College,  Norwalk.  Calif.;  named 
characteristics:  (1)  Diversity  of  mem¬ 
bership  and  “unity  of  spirit”  amid 
the  diversity ;  (2)  Belief  among  members 
in  the  church  as  a  vitally  important  in¬ 
stitution  in  our  time;  (3)  Willingness  to 
become  involved  in  the  issues  of  our 
time. 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Wake,  president, 
National  Federation  of  Asian- American 
United  Methodists.  Glide  Foundation, 
San  Francisco:  (D  As  a  Japanese- 
American,  he  includes  the  story  of 
Christian  ministry  to  those  of  Japanese 
ancestry  in  internment  camps  in  World 
War  II;  (2)  As  an  Asian-American,  he 
adds  the  articles  of  incorporation  for  the 
National  Federation  of  Asia-American 
United  Methodists;  (3)  As  part  of  an 


ethnic  minority,  he  chooses  the  revised 
General  Conference  statement  on  the 
Bicentennial  event. 

Ms.  Mary  Ruth  Coffman,  editor  of 
“Alive  Now,"  Nashville:  (1)  Hymnal  — 
“We  are  still  a  musical  people!”  (2)  A 
pulpit  with  open  Bible,  to  emphasize  the 
importance  of  preaching;  (3)  A  printing 
press  and  paper,  which  “the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  used  as  well  as  any 
denomination.” 

Ms.  Beverly  Boche,  editor,  Minnesota 
Conference  edition.  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  Minneapolis:  (1)  A  fist  — 
“Perhaps  too  belligerent  because  a 
strength  of  our  church  is  that  we  en¬ 
compass  diversity,  yet  it  symbolizes  the 
differences  of  opinion  we  have;”  (2)  The 
gavel  -  “To  resolve  differences  and  get  on 
with  the  church’s  mission  we  understand 
we  must  organize;  (3)  The  coffee  cup  — 
“Although  our  work  may  not  be  com¬ 
pleted,  we  know  the  value  of  taking  time 
to  fellowship.” 

Ms.  Billie  Nowabbi,  Choctaw  Indian, 
field  representative  of  the  office  of  ethnic 
and  language  ministries,  national 
division.  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  New 
York:  (1)  A  beaded  medallion  of  the 
UMC  emblem  —  “Beadwork  is  one  of 
many  artistic  forms  of  native  expres¬ 
sion;’’  and  (2)  Soil  —  symbolizing  Native 
American  land  parcelled  out  for  individ¬ 
ual  ownership  and  for  missions  on 
reservations.  “The  church  needs  to  deal 
with  the  property  rights  of  Native 
Americans." 
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YES!  Someone  is  ready  to  respond  to  your  questions,  concerns, 
and  suggestions  about  United  Methodist  curriculum.  The  main 
function  of  CURRIC-U-PHONE  is  to  help  local  churches  interpret 
and  use  these  resources.  Call  our  toll-free  number  and  trained 
personnel  will  answer  your  questions  firsthand  or  refer  you  to 
someone  who  can! 


Call  1-800-251-8591  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  (CST)  toll-free. 

Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to  call  615-749-6482  collect. 
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Theologians  give  views 

What’s  ahead  in  theology? 


JULY  2, 1976 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

During  the  next  50  years  the  church 
will  struggle  with  issues  related  to  God, 
Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit  —  a  con¬ 
temporary  recasting  of  the  ancient 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity  —  predict  six  of 
eight  United  Methodist  theologians 
polled  by  TM/  UMR. 

The  second  most  common  issue  noted 
by  the  theological  professors  that  will  be 
faced  in  the  future  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
church. 

Although  each  theologian  was  cautious 
about  predicting  future  theological 
trends  — (“a  theologian  and  a  seer  are 
not  necessarily  the  same,”  said  one), 
they  each  answered  the  question  asked 
by  TM/  UMR:  In  your  opinion,  what  two 
major  theological  issues  will  the  United 
Methodist  Church  struggle  with  across 
the  next  50  years?  Their  answers  and 
brief  comments  follow. 

Dr.  Egon  Gerdes,  professor  of  church 
history.  Garrett-Evangelical  School  of 
Theology.  Evanston.  Ill. 

(1)  The  Trinity  —  The  increasing 
secularization  of  society  may  not  be 
negative.  The  church’s  membership  loss 
may  be  a  purifying  process.  Perhaps  God 
is  trying  to  tell  us  something.  Who  says 
we  need  a  big  church?  Who  is  this  God 
who  moves  among  us  and  forces  us  back 
to  ministry?  He  (or  She)  is  a  God  of 
change  and  we  must  recycle  our  un¬ 
derstanding  of  God,  Christ  and  the  Holy- 
Spirit. 

(2)  The  church  —  We  are  locked  into  an 
itinerant  system  in  the  UMC  that  allows 
only  full-time  service  among  the  clergy. 
We  must  face  the  possibility  of  a  “tent- 
making"  ministry  which  is  a  part-time 
but  fully  ordained,  a  “God  of  the 
seasons"  who  calls  persons  for  "ser¬ 
mons,”  not  a  lifetime,  for  ministry.  This 
also  means  “term  episcopacy"  is 
coming 

Dr.  Paul  Mickey,  associate  professor 
of  pastoral  theology,  Duke  Divinity- 
School.  Durham.  N.C. 

(1)  The  Trinity  —  American  church 
history  has  touched  all  three  persons  in 
the  Trinity:  Deism  in  the  18th  Century; 
Christology  from  the  1850s  to  mid-1900s; 
and  most  recently,  the  Holy  Spirit.  But 
we  have  not  struggled  to  put  the  three 
together  in  a  meaningful  way. 

(2)  The  theological  center  of  gravity  — 
In  aerodynamics,  the  “center  of  gravity" 
on  an  aircraft  can  to  be  too  far  forward  or 
aft,  so  that  it  can  take  off  and  fly,  yet 
when  pressures  come  on  landing,  the 
aircraft  goes  out  of  control.  Where  is  our 
center  of  gravity  which  can  withstand  the 
pressures  of  modern  and  future  living?  I 
believe  we  must  return  to  the  basics  of 
our  faith. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  professor  of 
theology,  Boston  School  of  Theology. 
Boston.  Mass. 

(1)  Human  identity  —  How  can  we 
affirm  the  intrinsic  value  of  human  life 
created  in  God’s  image  and  still  confront 
the  rapidly  changing  biological 
knowledge,  technological  skills  and 
social  pressures?  To  what  extent  will 
Christians  be  committed  to  the  protec¬ 


tion  and  enhancement  of  each  life? 

(2)  The  church  —  Are  we  committed  to 
the  continuity  an<j  corporate  integrity  of 
the  church  as  God’s  prime  instrument  for 
proclaiming  and  effecting  justice,  human 
integrity,  reconciliation  and  salvation? 
Or  will  we  capitulate  by  sheer  in¬ 
timidation,  or  just  indifference,  to  the 
notion  that  the  church  need  not  have  any 
visible  institutional  character?  To  strug 
gle  with  this  question,  of  course,  means 
to  keep  pondering  what  Jesus  Christ 
means  to  us  and  the  whole  world.  To 
know  Jesus  Christ  as  God’s  Son,  or  Word, 
in  the  flesh  of  humanity  is  to  be  the 
church,  his  body  in  history. 

Dr.  Thomas  Oden,  professor  of 
theology  and  ethics.  Drew  School  of 
Theology,  Madison-,  N.J. 

(l)The  truth  in  religious  tradition  — 
We  have  been  deluged  with  novelty,  “Pop 
theological  meanderings”  in  the  past  15 
years.  Christians  are  hungering  for  the 
perennial  truth  of  religious  traditions, 
they  want  to  deal  with  our  traditions  in 
meaningful  language. 

(2)  The  Trinity  —  It  follows  then  that 
we  must  rework  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity.  We  need  to  return  to  the  very- 
traditional  concepts  of  theological  for¬ 
mulation:  The  inspiration  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture;  the  resurrection  of  Jesus;  how  does 
God  speak  to  us  through  the  Son? 

Dr.  Schubert  Ogden,  professor  of 
theology.  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Dallas.  Tex. 

(1)  God  —  Can  Christian  belief  in  God 
be  so  understood  that  it  positively  in¬ 
cludes  a  concern  for  human  liberation  in 
this  world?  We  must  struggle  with  this  so 
our  faith  in  God  is  not  simply  another 
way  of  talking  about  our  liberating 
ourselves 

(2)  The  Christian  mission  as  respon¬ 
sibility,  not  privilege  —  Can  Christians 
understand  the  task  God  has  given  us  as 
a  responsibility  laid  upon  us  to  share  with 
others,  rather  than  a  privilege  to  enjoy? 
The  New  Testament  talks  not  about  God 
redeeming  Christians  but  the  world. 

Dr.  Chester  Pennington,  professor  of 
preaching  and  worship,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  Denver,  Colo. 

( 1 )  Eschatology  —  What  will  happen  to 
Western  civilization?  We  are  facing 
issues  that  bring  it  to  death  or  life.  Will 
Christianity  accept  its  death  or  con¬ 
tribute  to  its  life?  Civilization  can  die 
from  bad  taste  as  well  as  bad  economics. 

I  do  not  see  many  Christians  seriously 
struggling  with  those  issues  of  moral  and 
religious  values,  the  instruments  of  war, 
ecology  and  others. 

(2)  Christ  —  As  Western  civilization 
becomes  more  interlocked  with  other 
world  civilizations  during  the  next  50 
years,  we  must  state  our  distinctive 
understanding  of  Christ.  Is  He  just 
another  guy  like  Buddha  or  Confucius,  or 
does  He  have  an  authenticity  to  enhance 
them  all? 

Dr.  Bruce  Rahtjen,  professor  of 
biblical  theology,  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

( 1 )  The  church  —  What  does  it  mean  to 
be  the  church  in  tomorrow’s  world?  I  was 
bothered  somewhat  by  General  Con- 
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Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  for  blind  ads 
$1.00  per  Insertion. 

RGANISV  i  iITION  OPEN:  Excellent  op 

portunity  for  qualified  person.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact  Robert  Woodham.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  411  W.  Turner.  Clearwater.  Fla.  33516 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby  a 
home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist  Mission 
Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  complete,  confidential 
service  on  your  problems.  Good  living  situation, 
warm  acceptance,  best  medical  care,  expert 
counseling  and  continuing  high  school  education. 
Call  or  write:  Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby 
Rd..  San  Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

POEMS  WANTED:  The  Texas  Society  of  Poets  Is 
compiling  a  book  of  poems.  If  you  have  written  a 
poem  and  would  like  our  selection  committee  to 
consider  It  for  publication,  send  your  poem  and  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  to:  Texas  Society  of 
Poets.  3317  Montrose  Blvd.,  Suite  300.  Houston. 
Texas  77006. 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist.  Fully-ac¬ 
credited.  Co-educatlonal  two-year.  University- 
parallel.  Dedicated  faculty.  Financial  assistance. 
Maximum  enrollment:  300  students.  Strong 
Development  Program.  Music  Honors  In  Inter- 
national  competition.  Direct  transfer  programs.  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  (Honorary  Society)  chapter  among  top 
ten  In  nation  for  four  consecutive  years,  Cuthbert. 
Georgia  31740.  (912  )  732-2171. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  (Children's  Divisions) 
for  6.000  member  church.  Minimum:  B.A.  with 
preparation  In  children's  education  and  three  years 
experience  (recent)  In  children’s  Christian 
education  program  In  urban-sized  church.  Salary 
open.  Write:  Les  Sitter.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  420  N.  Nevada  Avenue.  Colorado  Springs. 
Colorado  60903 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St.. 
Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

GROUPS  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  Great  Passion 
Play  -  America’s  No.  1  Drama!  Tlcketa.  lodging, 
recreation  It  meals,  only  $11  a  person  at  KELLER’S 
COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT.  Rt.  1.  Eureka  Springs. 
Ark.  72632;  Phone  (501)  253-8418. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  wanted. 
New  position  for  qualified  person.  Direct  application 
to  Rev.  A.  Donovan.  First  Methodist  Church.  Box 
116.  Wauchula.  Fla.  33873.  (813  )  773-4367.  j 

FOR  SALE.  Hammond  B-3  Organ  with  Leslie 
speaker.  Beautiful  fruitwood  cabinet.  Excellent  for 
church  or  home.  $3,000.  Phone  metro  (817)  265-0226  or 
write  Helen  Hatley.  3712  Lindsey  Court.  Arlington. 
Tex.  76015. 

FIFTY  GRAY  CREPE  adult  choir  robes  with  red 
stoles,  flowing  sleeve  linings.  Majority  In  good 
condition.  All  fifty  -  $400.  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church.  502  Kaylon.  San  Antonio.  Tex. 
78210.  Phone  (512)  5326671. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordinators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  lour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours.  Box  660615.  Miami  Springs. 
Fla.  33166.  j 

LIMITED  EDITION  COPIES  of  "Mission  to 
Oregon,"  the  early'  Oregon  missionaries'  story 
written  for  the  1976  General  Conference,  are  still 
available.  Order  ($2.95  a  copy;  discounts  for  quantity 
orders)  from  the  author.  State  Representative 
Nancie  Peacock®  Fadeley.  260  Sunset  Drive. 
Eugene.  Ore.  97403. 


ORGANIST-CHOIR  DIRECTOR  for  church  In  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area's  Marin  County.  Salary  based 
on  qualifications.  Send  resume  to  Gil  Vieira,  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Mill  Valley.  Camlno  Alto  at 
Sycamore.  Mill  Valley.  Calif.  94941. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  mem¬ 
bership  1400.  Church  School  150,  seeks  a  director  of 
Christian  Education  for  new  position,  to  develop  a 
strong  program  of  ChrlsUan  Education  for  all  ages, 
with  special  emphasis  on  youth.  Central  East  Coast 
town.  Contact  Robin  Wagoner.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  266.  Cocoa.  Fla.  32922. 


HOLY  LAND  AND  ROME.  Safe.  Inspirational  first- 
class  fall  tour.  S909  tram  N.  Y.  Experienced  hosts 
and  guides.  Free  brochure.  Register  soon.  Rev. 
Harvey  Anderson.  2624  W.  River  Road,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  55406. 


FUND-RAISING  OPPORTUNITY.  Groups  or  In¬ 
dividuals.  No  Investment  needed.  Christmas-time 
project.  Excellent  profits.  For  additional  In¬ 
formation.  write  B.  It  B.  Noel  Tree  Farms.  308 
Morlarty  St..  PlnevHle,  La.  71360.  Phone  (318  )  443- 
4621. 


FULL-TIME  PROGRAM  and-or  Director  of 
Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  ministries. 
Require  master’s  degree  and  experience.  Rev.  W. 
Thomas  Parsons  Jr..  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church.  400  East  Field  Ave..  Venice,  Fla.  33595.  (813) 
488-1374  or  (813  )  488-6910. 


USED  CHURCH  FURNITURE  —  26  8-foot  pews; 
white  upholstery,  natural  wood  finish.  Matching 
minister's  chair  and  accessories.  All  In  good  con¬ 
dition.  Ideal  for  newly  organized  church  or  chapel. 
Tulsa-Whlsenhunt  Funeral  Homes.  P.O.  Box  52530, 
Tuba.  Okla.  74152.  Phone  (918)  743-9823. 


HEART  OF  AFRICA  Conducted  Tour  Nov.  *76.  Write 
for  brochure:  Gaston  Foote.  Texas  Christian  Unlv. 
Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  76129. 


POSITION:  Missouri  West  Conference  Is  seeking  an 
Associate  Conference  Director  for  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Development.  Requirements:  a  black 
person  without  regard  to  age.  sex.  lay  or  clergy 
status.  Contact  Dr.  George  E.  Poe.  Conference 
Council  Director.  The  United  Methodist  Center.  1512 
Van  Brunt  Blvd..  Kansas  City.  Mo.  64127. 


YOUNG  ADULTS  -  Don't  mbs  the  article  "A 
PUgrlmmage  Through  the  Epistle  of  James"  by 
Donald  Charles  Lacy  In  the  June-July-August.  1976 
Issue  of  "Cross-Talk"  published  by  Graded  Press  In 
Nashville.  Tennessee.  The  article  Is  an  excellent 
leaders'  guide  for  the  Letter  of  James.  Pastor  Lacy 
is  the  author  of  GEMS  FROM  JAMES  ($4.95).  which 
is  available  from  Cokesbury  and  other  major 
booksellers.  
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COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 
AT  PRICES  YOU 
C  AN  AFFORD 

i  lon  ers  (  ushion  Service 
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ference’s  vote  to  give  lay  pastors  the 
right  to  administer  the  sacraments 
because  “people  wanted  it.”  The  church 
must  keep  a  tension  between  Scripture 
and  tradition  on  the  one  hand  and  where 
people  are  living  on  the  other  We  must 
guard  against  a  thorough  going  sub¬ 
jectivism,  for  if  experience  is  our  only 
base,  then  everything  becomes  a 
reflection  of  our  world. 

(2)  The  Trinity  —  For  the  last  25  years 
we  have  not  been  trinitarians.  Then  the 
Jesus  movement  embarrassed  us  by 
reminding  us  of  the  second  person  of  the 
Trinity  and  the  charismatics  em¬ 
barrassed  us  by  emphasizing  the  third 
person.  As  United  Methodists,  we  need  to 
get  in  touch  with  our  roots.  Under¬ 
standing  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will 
help  us  return  to  the  Trinity. 

Dr.  Sallie  TeSelle,  dean,  Vanderbilt 
School  of  Theology,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Dr.  TeSelle  did  not  comment  on  her 
reply  but  she  did  list  the  two  issues  she 
felt  the  UMC  would  struggle  with  during 
the  next  50  years:  (1)  Women  and  (2) 
Conservative-liberal 


RICHARDSON.  Tex.  —  Roger  Joiner 
the  church  will  look  in  25  years. 


church  school’s  fifth  grade  class  drew  this  picture  of  how  he  thinks 

Where  will  church’s  arms  reach  in  2001  ? 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  an  effort  to  gain 
a  sense  of  where  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  headed  during  the  remainder 
of  this  century,  TM/  UMR  writers 
interviewed  persons  in  various  church 
fields  and  asked  them  to  predict  where 
their  area  of  ministry  and  mission  will  be 
in  25  years.  The  following  stories  are  the 
result: 


Family  life 


POTOMAC,  MD.  -  “The  Christian 
family  in  25  years  may  be  as  easily 
recognizable  as  present  day  Minnonites, 
not  for  their  unique  dress  as  for  their 
unique  lifestyle,”  predicts  Virginia  Law 
Shel^  former  director  of  United 
Methodism’s  marriage  encounter 
program. 

In  fact,  she  sees  a  number  of  sharp 
contrasts  between  the  Christian  family  of 
the  future  and  those  of  society  in  general. 
Because  of  the  definite  choices 
Christians  will  have  to  make,  “the 
Christian  family  may  well  be  our 
greatest  witness  to  a  needy  world,”  Mrs. 
Shell  said. 

One  such  choice  is  the  deliberate 
commitment  of  husband  and  wife  to  each 
other  “until  death  us  do  part.”  While  the 
divorce  statistics  will  continue  to  rise  in 
society,  Mrs  Shell  believes  the  per¬ 
centage  among  Christians  will  decrease 
due  to  that  binding  commitment. 

Society  will  continue  to  accept  tem¬ 
porary  marriage  contracts  such  as  living 
together  unmarried  and  trial  marriages, 
but  Christians  will  opt  for  more 
demanding  commitments.  “Even 
Christian  marriage  ceremonies  will 
become  increasingly  significant  while 
society  in  general  sees  them  more  and 
more  as  optional,”  she  says. 

Mrs.  Shell,  who  has  led  numerous 
weekend  retreats  and  workshops  in 
marriage  enrichment  during  the  past  few 
years,  believes  that  once  more  the 
Christian  family  will  become  the  center 
of  Christian  instruction.  “The  school  and 
even  the  church,”  she  says,  “will  have 
tried  to  arrive  at  a  basis  of  moral  and 
spiritual  values  acceptable  to  all  of 
society  —  and  will  have  failed.  Christian 
families  will  assume  that  respon¬ 
sibility.” 

The  family  as  a  strong  center  of  love 
and  instruction  will  have  to  counter¬ 
balance  the  weakening  of  parental 
authority,  she  thinks.  “For  economic 
pressure  will  force  both  parents  to  work. 
Many  children  will  be  reared  entirely  by 
secular  day  care  centers  —  and  that 
prospect  frightens  me.” 

Christians  will  consider  stewardship 
more  seriously,  she  believes,  because 
energy  shortages  and  increasing  labor 
costs  will  force  re-evaluation  of  their 
lifestyle.  “Parents  and  children  will 
renew  home  crafts  as  a  vital  part  of  the 
home  activities,  not  only  for  recreation 
but  also  for  providing  necessities,”  Mrs. 
Shell  says. 

The  danger  Mrs.  Shell  sees  is  the 
possibility  that  Christian  families  will 
isolate  themselves  for  survival.  “Will 
they  leave  public  education  for  private 
schools?"  she  asks.  “Will  they  organize 
communities  of  persons  with  the  same 
values  and  beliefs  and  so  create 
segregation  of  a  new  kind?  Will  they 
become  authoritarian  and  rigid?  Will 
they  strengthen  their  own  relationships 
within  the  family  to  the  exclusion  of 
outside  involvement?” 

The  dilemma  of  such  choices  will  face 
the  Christian  family  across  the  next  25 
years,  she  believes,  and  how  they 
respond  will  be  the  crucial  test  of  their 
Christian  faith. 

Church  school 

NASHVILLE  —  You  cannot  bury  the 
church  school.  Whenever  persons  have 
tried  to  preach  a  funeral  sermon  for  this 
educational  arm  of  the  church,  the 
corpse  has  come  alive  to  make  a  scene. 
That’s  the  assessment  of  Dr.  Ewart 
Watts,  editor  of  Church  School 
Publications  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“I  believe  the  church  school  will  be 
stronger  in  the  year  2001  than  it  is  in 
1976,”  Dr.  Watts  predicted. 

Asked  about  the  basis  for  his  optimism, 
the  editor  pointed  to  the  attention  now 
being  given  to  "the  life  of  the  spirit, 
prayer,  personal  disciplines  and  one’s 
personal  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ." 
He  also  pointed  to  the  resurgence  of 
concern  over  declining  morals  in  the 
country,  especially  among  parents  who 
are  deeply  concerned  about  the  morals  in 
their  children. 


"All  of  this  means,”  Dr.  Watts 
said,  “That  we  will  be  looking  more  than 
ever  to  the  church  school  to  guide  and 
nurture  us  and  our  children  in  spiritual 
growth  and  value  formation.” 

Dr.  Watts  sees  church  school  classes  in 
the  future  “primarily  as  fellowship- 
support  groups  and  as  centers  for 
dialogue  and  discussion,  rather  than  as 
centers  for  the  transmission  of 
knowledge."  Persons  will  be  able  to 
secure  and  master  that  knowledge  in 
Uieir  homes,  he  believes,  by  utilizing  the 
improved  technology  of  computers, 
telephones,  TV  sets  with  videotape  at¬ 
tachments,  cable  television,  radio  and 
printed  curriculum. 

The  editor  offered  one  more  predic¬ 
tion:  the  church  school  in  the  future  will 
be  as  lay-controlled  and  lay-directed  as  it 
was  when  the  Sunday  School  movement 
began  in  the  19th  century.  The  reason? 
“Fewer  and  fewer  churches  will  be  able 
to  afford  professional  leadership  in  the 
field  of  Christian  education,”  he  said. 

Worship  forms 

NEW  YORK  —  Congregational  wor¬ 
ship  in  the  future  is  a  moot  question 
unless  congregational  worship  today 
helps  us  deal  creatively  with  the  issues  of 
our  time,  says  the  senior  minister  of  one 
of  the  denomination’s  largest  churches, 
Christ  UMC  here. 

The  basic  issue,  according  to  the  Rev. 
David  James  Randolph,  is  what 
congregational  worship  can  be  now  in 
order  to  help  create  the  future.  Worship 
today  must  “release  the  energy  of  God 
through  Jesus  Christ”  to  help  Christians 
deal  with  cultural  idolatry,  war  and 
peace  and  the  distribution  of  resources. 
“Then  we  will  not  only  have  worship,  but 
we  will  have  25  years  —  and  more,”  he 
told  TM/  UMR. 

Some  parishes  in  2001  A.D.  will  use 
basically  the  same  worship  forms  as 
today,  he  predicts.  Others  will  use  a 
liturgy  whose  electronic  style  is  closer  to 
that  shown  in  Stanley  Kubrick’s  film 
“2001.”  Most,  however,  will  find  a  blend 
between  the  two  extremes. 

Other  characteristics  of  the  church  of 
the  future,  as  he  sees  it:  more 
congregational  participation  in  both 
creating  and  presenting  liturgy,  more 
creative  use  of  multi-purpose  spaces, 
more  communications  media,  greater 
variety  in  musical  style  and  instruments, 
and  a  larger  role  for  the  creative  arts. 

In  a  highly  mechanized  world,  human 
elements  will  appear  more  precious,  he 
suspects.  Thus  the  voice  will  be 
especially  valued  in  preaching,  and  the 
sensory  system  more  widely-employed 
throughout  the  worship  experience. 

“The  circumference  of  congregational 
worship  will  be  changed,  but  word  and 
sacrament  will  still  be  in  the  center,”  he 
concludes. 

Church  music 

NASHVILLE  —  What  will  church 
music  be  like  in  25  years? 

No  hymnbooks. 

Fewer  pipe  organs. 

Licensed  anthems. 

Wide  acceptance  of  electronic  in¬ 
struments. 

Unionized  church  musicians. 

And  all  of  the  changes  (except  the 
musicians’  union)  will  result  from  two 
factors  —  today’s  electronic  revolution 
and  increasing  inflation.  That  is  the 
prediction  by  Dr.  Carleton  R.  Young, 
professor  of  church  music  at  Scarritt 
College  here. 

He  says  the  use  of  electronic  in¬ 
struments  to  accompany  live  performers 
will  be  commonly  accepted  in  churches. 
Pre-recorded  eight-track  tapes  and 
“Moog”  synthesizers  are  the  kind  of 
instruments  that  will  be  used. 

“Church  music  will  have  to  keep  pace 
with  where  society  is  going,"  he  told 
TM/  UMR.  “We  are  becoming  more 
familiar  with  ’canned  entertainment!’  Of 
course,  the  director  will  need  to  be 
discriminating  in  using  this  packaged 
music. 

“We  also  are  using  more  sophisticated 
sound  equipment.  Church  building  or 
remodeling  in  the  future  will  consider 
acoustics  more  than  ever." 

Inflation  will  wipe  out  the  purchase  of 
pipe  organs  during  the  coming  years,  he 
believes.  “Too  costly.  And  hymnals  will 
be  so  expensive  that  we  can’t  use  them,” 
says  the  editor  of  the  1966  edition  of  "The 
Methodist  Hymnal."  Hymns  will 
probably  be  projected  by  film  on  a 
screen,  he  thinks. 

Choirs  will  have  to  buy  “licensed  an¬ 


thems”  to  sing  in  church.  “Just  as  radio 
stations  do  today,”  Dr.  Young  says,  “the 
church  will  pay  for  a  piece  of  music  each 
time  it  uses  it.  No  more  free  rides  by 
using  a  particular  anthem  over  and  over 
again." 

He  believes  church  musicians  will  be  a 
part  of  a  union  by  the  year  2001.  “They 
need  it,”  he  says,  “for  professional 
growth  and  political  pull,"  He  also  feels 
that  the  church  musician  of  the  future 
will  be  trained  in  “the  American  style  of 
congregational  and  choral  music  —  in¬ 
cluding  folk,  jazz  and  pop  instead  of 
solely  classical  and  old  European 
tradition  as  presently." 

Mission  programs 

NEW  YORK  —  Mission  outreach  in  25 
years  will  involve  more  and  more 
“partnership”  and  less  and  less  “one 
way  giving,"  according  to  the  top 
executive  of  United  Methodism’s  chief 
agency  for  overseas  mission  efforts. 

“I  think  we  are  going  to  be  involved  as 
an  American  church  in  peer  relation¬ 
ships  with  churches  around  the  world  to  a 
greater  extent  than  ever  before,"  Dr. 
Lois  Miller,  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Division  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  told  TM/  UMR.  “We  will  be 
an  American  church  working  with  a 
church  in  another  country  and  churches 
in  other  countries  will  be  working  with 
us.  The  idea  of  America  as  the  sending 
church  and  churches  elsewhere  in  the 
world  as  the  receiving  church  will  not 
last.” 

Specifically  mentioning  Africa,  she 
said  new  relationships  will  be  developed 
between  the  American  churches  and 
churches  in  African  nations  which  have 
different  political  ideologies.  She  said 
ways  will  be  worked  out  for  mutual 
cooperation. 

“I  do  believe,  however,”  Dr.  Miller 
said,  “that  we  will  still  be  working  with 
basic  issues  of  human  rights  in  the  world, 
just  as  we  are  now.  I  see  no  peace 
ahead.” 

Dr.  Miller  said  she  believes  that  in  25 
years  the  American  church  will  be  in 
better  perspective  “globally”  in  the 
minds  of  its  members.  She  said  there  will 
be  more  interchange  with  other  peoples 
and  local  church  persons  will  be  exposed 
more  to  the  ministries  of  non-Americans. 

Spiritual  life 

NASHVILLE  —  The  church  is  on  the 
verge  of  a  really  dynamic  period  in  its 
spiritual  life,  predicts  the  world  editor  of 
“The  Upper  Room.” 

“I  see  the  signs  in  every  denomina¬ 
tion,”  says  the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam, 
editor  of  what  is  acclaimed  to  be  the 
world’s  most  widely  read  daily  devo¬ 
tional  guide.  "There  is  a  movement, 
especially  within  Protestantism,  for 
persons  to  grow  spiritually.  I  call  it 
‘spiritual  formation,’  that  is,  a  delib¬ 
erate,  intentional  move  in  the  church 
for  persons  to  develop  as  whole  persons, 
to  engage  in  prayer,  worship,  theology 
and  education  for  the  total  person.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  points  to  the  “lively  in¬ 
terest”  now  in  explorations  into 
mankind’s  psychic  dimension.  “This 
won’t  appear  so  strange  in  25  years,”  the 
United  Methodist  minister  predicts. “We 
will  wed  the  spiritual  With  the  rational. 
We  are  increasingly  interested  in  the 
total  healing  of  the  person  —  body,  mind 
and  soul.” 

He  looks  to  small  groups  and  bands  to 
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accomplish  much  of  this  spiritual 
growth.  He  believes  the  data  and 
dynamics  that  the  present  generation  has 
gained  from  communes  will  enhance  the 
church’s  efforts  to  develop  a  working 
concept  of  community.  “We  don’t  have  to 
live  communally,"  he  says,  “but  we  have 
learned  from  them  some  positive  ideas 
that  we  can  appropriate.” 

And  if  the  institutional  church  will  not 
utilize  that  knowledge,  he  told 
TM/  UMR,  “the  small  groups,  the  para- 
church,  will.” 

Ecumenical  relations 

DALLAS  —  The  first  truly,  world-wide, 
ecumenical  church  council  in  modern 
history  will  have  occurred  by  the  year 
2001,  and  “we  will  be  unpacking  the 
implications  of  that  event,”  predicts  Dr. 
John  W.  Deschner,  professor  of  theology 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  here  and 
long-time  ecumenist. 

“It  will  be  fully  authorized  and 
representative  of  Roman  Catholic, 
Orthodox  and  most  Protestant  chur¬ 
ches,”  The  United  Methodist  professor 
told  TM/  UMR.  “That  council  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  speak  with  one  voice  the 
Christian  witness  to  a  world  in  which 
Africa,  Asia  and  Latin  America  have  the 
initiative,  both  politically  and  spiritually. 
And  the  issues  will  be  those  of  survival, 
not  affluence  and  development.” 

Dr.  Deschener,  who  gave  one  of  the 
major  addresses  at  last  year’s  World 
Council  of  Churches  Fifth  Assembly  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  said  the  crucial  factor  in 
Christendom  is  the  shift  from  the  con¬ 
cerns  and  dominance  of  the  Western 
world’s  classical  Christianity  to  the 
concerns  of  the  Third  World. 

A  second  prediction  Dr.  Deschner 
makes  is  that  Rome  and  the  Protestants 
will  move  much  closer  together  in  the 
next  25  years  than  Rome  and  the 
Orthodox. 

The  third  prediction  he  offers  is  that 
ecumenism  will  be  less  preoccupied  with 
merging  structures  and  more  with 
fellowship  and  hospitality  between 
congregations  and  members.  The  mark 
of  the  church  in  the  future  will  be  full, 
mutual  recognition  of  members  and 
ministers. 
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Lafon  home  launches  building  drive 


Curtain  rising  on 
School  of  Mission 


Alfred  Pollar  presents  the  architect's  rendering  of  the  proposed  new  facility  of  the 
Lafon  Home. 


By  THELMA  BRETT 
“Who  will  speak  for  the  elderly?”.  . 
.the  Bishop  asks  in  his  timely  and  stirring 
message  on  this  page.  The  answer  must 
be  in  the  first  person,  singular,  or  there 
will  be  no  answer  at  all.  Sunday,  you  will 
have  this  opportunity,  when  we  in  our 
churches  of  the  Conference  observe 
“Lafon  United  Methodist  Home  Day.” 

There  are  many  means  of  “speaking 
for”  and  serving  the  elderly;  but  a 
concrete  way  is  by  supporting  our  own 
Conference-related  Home  in  New 
Orleans.  If  we  are  to  fulfill  our  challenge 
of  serving  every  age,  then  we  must 
assume  our  responsibility  to  this  home 


Society  to  establish  the  “Methodist 
Asylum”  to  care  for  the  needy,  aged. 

The  first  establishment  was  on 
Rampart  Street,  and  was  later  moved  to 
So.  Liberty  Street,  where  in  1872  the 
name  was  changed  to  Lafon  Old  Folks 
Home  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  A  free  man  of  color,  Thorny 
Lafon  gave  $10,000  to  the  home.  Mr. 
Lafon  was  a  well  known  metal  artist,  and 
many  of  the  beautiful  iron  balconies  still 
seen  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  are  his 
work.  The  Lafon  Home  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  in  1895,  and 
that  same  year  was  moved  to  South 
Robertson  Street,  where  it  remained  in 


A  happy  member  of  Lafon' s  Christian 
family. 

which  cares  for  a  segment  of  our  aging 
population.  It  is  dedicated  to  serving  the 
aged  and  the  needy. 

Lafon  Home  had  its  beginning  history 
110  years  ago  when  the  Mississippi 
Mission  Conference  was  born  and 
became  the  forerunner  of  all  Methodist 
work  among  black  people  in  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Texas  and  Louisiana.  It  was  in 
this  same  year  of  1867  when  Mother  Eliza 
Gant,  a  member  of  Wesley  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Mrs.  Sara 
Robinson,  a  member  of  First  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  joined 
other  members  of  the  Women's  Aid 


Volunteers  stage  a  party  for  Lafon 
residents 

operation  until  1949  when  it  was  relocated 
at  its  present  location,  4038  Buchanan 
Street. 

Services 

The  Home  gives  service  to  needy,  aged, 
destitute  persons,  having  licensed 
capacity  of  89.  Average  age  of  residents 
is  70  years.  The  dedicated  personnel  who 
staff  the  facility  look  after  the  needs  of 
persons  who  are  sick,  alone,  and  in  need 
of  attention.  Volunteers  extend  the 
services  by  providing  some  of  the  extras, 
such  as  parties,  little  remembrances  and 
visitation. 

The  home  has  met  current  minimum 


Invitation  to  attend  church 


The  Grand  Isle  Church  would  like  to 
invite  all  those  who  will  be  spending  their 
vacation  at  Grand  Isle  this  summer  to 
attend  the  9:00  A.M.  services  at  the 
Grand  Isle  Church.  You  turn  four-tenth’s 
of  a  mile  past  the  Grand  Isle  Post  Office. 

Sunday  School  is  at  10  A.M.,  and  you 
will  receive  a  warm-hearted  reception. 
Rev.  Bill  Sirman,  the  minister,  and  the 
Administrative  Board  extend  this. 


welcome  to  you,  Painting  of  the  Grand 
Isle  Church  has  been  completed  by  young 
people  of  Dulac  Community  Center, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Spiller 
Milton. 

(The  announcement  was  received  from 
the  Rev.  Vernon  Fairly,  former  pastor, 
who  is  now  serving  in  Ponchatoula,  First- 
Lees  Landing.) 


requirements  set  by  the  Louisiana  Health 
and  Social  and  Rehabilitative  Services 
Administration,  the  licensing  agency 
which  regulates  nursing  homes.  Lafon  is 
affiliated  with  the  Certification  Council 
of  the  Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  with  other  state  and  national 
nursing  home  associations. 

Support 

The  Home  has  been  blessed  with  a 
grant  of  $400,000  over  a  five-year  period 
from  the  Harry  R.  Kendall  Fund  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Division 
of  our  general  church.  The  Rev.  Alfred 
Pollar,  Administrator,  notes  that  the 
Home  is  grateful  for  this  grant  which  will 
be  used  to  help  construct  a  new  facility, 
which  is  estimated  to  cost  2.5  million 
dollars. 

This  Sunday,  July  11,  is  the  day  on 
which  the  building  drive  is  to  be 
launched.  The  new  facility  will  em¬ 
phasize  utility,  durability,  service 
ability,  and  will  retain  the  simple  rustic 
lives  of  the  buildings  of  the  past.  Charles 
Teamer  is  directing  the  financing;  John 
Owensby  is  Building  Chairman;  Dr. 
Alfred  Norris  is  Chairman  of  the  Board; 
the  Rev.  Alfred  Pollar  is  Administrator; 
and  leadership  in  the  campaign  is  also 
being  provided  by  Bishop  Crutchfield  and 
the  Cabinet. 

Every  church  member  is  urged  to  give 
to  this  worthy  example  of  continuing 
service.  A  faithful  and  intensive  effort 
will  be  made  to  secure  pledges  within  the 
church  and  from  other  sources.  No 
liability  is  to  be  assumed  by  the  Con¬ 
ference,  nor  will  any  assessments 
against  congregations  be  made. 
However,  committees  and  groups  plan  to 
have  goals  which  they  will  strive  to  meet. 
The  Need  Is  Real 
Almost  two  decades  ago  this  writer 
visisted  Lafon  Home  as  a  representative 
of  what  was  then  the  Board  of  Hospitals 
and  Homes.  The  late  Rev.  C.  O.  Green 
was  our  host,  and  that  visit  remains  vivid 
in  our  memory.  We  were  impressed  by 
the  need,  yes;  but  more  than  anything 
else,  we  were  impressed  by  the  loving 
Christian  concern  and  care  that  was 
being  given  to  the  residents. 

We  mentioned  this  to  Reverend  Green. 
And  wistfully,  he  replied,  “Yes,  we  do 
our  very  best.  But  we  need  so  much 
more.  Our  facilities  are  inadequate.  Our 
funds  are  inadequate.  But  we  always  try 
to  let  our  people  know  that  God  cares 
through  us.” 

Today,  Alfred  Pollar  would  voice  the 
same  opinion  —  that  “God  cares  through 
us." 

We  can  make  this  care  real  by  sup¬ 
porting  Lafon  Home  not  only  this  Sunday, 
but  in  the  days  ahead. 

Tom  Matheny  addresses 
Kansas  laity  banquet 

Tom  Matheny  gave  the  principal  ad¬ 
dress  at  the  Laity  Banquet  of  the  Kansas 
East  Annual  Conference,  held  at  Baker 
University,  Baldwin  City,  Kansas  in 
June.  The  banquet  was  held  in  connection 
with  the  Annual  Conference  session  of 
that  conference. 

Mr.  Matheny  stresssed  the  importance 
of  the  laity  in  the  life  and  work  of  the 
church.  He  encouraged  laymen  and 
laywomen  to  take  leadership  in 
promoting  the  institutional  life  of  the 
church,  particularly  as  it  pertains  to  the 
education  of  the  young  in  the  area  of 
Sunday  schools,  and  in  church-related 
higher  education. 


Dr.  Rosalie  Jenkins  Lawson 
Added  to  faculty 

The  Annual  School  of  Mission  will  be 
“staged”  in  its  familiar  setting  on 
Centenary  campus  next  week,  and 
indications  point  toward  another  suc¬ 
cessful  production. 

Mrs.  Cecil  Read,  of  Farmerville,  Dean 
of  the  School,  has  advised  this  newspaper 
of  a  faculty  change.  Mrs.  Warren 
Blakeman  will  not  be  able  to  serve  as  a 
study  group  leader,  as  previously  an¬ 
nounced,  and  her  leadership  will  be 
missed.  However,  she  will  be  replaced  by 
another  capable  leader,  Dr.  Rosalie  J. 
Lawson,  who  has  recently  moved  to 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  Mrs.  Lawson  will  be 
leading  the  study  on  The  Nations  of 
Southern  Africa:  Dilemma  for  Chris¬ 
tians. 

Dr.  Lawson  holds  her  degree  from 
Boston  University,  Division  of 
Theological  Studies,  and  until  her  recent 
move  was  professor  of  Sociology  and 
World  Religions  at  John  F.  Kennedy 
University  near  San  Francisco.  Her 
husband,  a  retired  Navy  Chaplain,  is 
Associate  Pastor  at  Central  UM  Church 
in  Fayetteville.  Dr.  Lawson  has  served, 
also,  as  a  Woman’s  Division  educational 
missionary  in  Brazil.  An  interesting  note 
concerning  this  ministry  was  her 
association  with  a  theological  student 
who  is  now  Angola’s  Bishop. Emilio  de 
Carvalho. 


Bishop's  Message 

Who  will  speak  up  for  the  elderly?  Indeed  who  will  speak  for  that  large  body 
of  highly  productive  people  who  are  mentally  agile  and  physically  able  but  have 
been  forcibly  retired  at,  say,  65  or  70?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  who  will  speak  up  for 
anyone  over  fifty  years  of  age?  Today  few  seem  to  be  willing  to  help  change  the 
attitudes  that  provide  a  tacit  conspiracy  against  anyone  who  has  lived  a  few 
decades. 

How  long  has  it  been  since  a  committee  of  laypersons  has  come  to  me  saying 
“We  want  a  preacher  who  has  the  wisdom  that  only  the  years  can  provide, 
whose  face  reflects  the  mellowness  of  growing  fgith,  and  whose  personal  faith 
has  withstood  the  shock  of  time  and  trouble?” 

Youth  has  its  spokespersons  —  witness  every  ad,  every  story  on  TV  and  in  the 
media.  There  are  programs  for  youth  held  everywhere,  and  we're  glad  of  that. 
Children  have  their  champions,  too.  Note  the  four  institutions  of  our  conference, 
for  example,  and  the  enormous  number  of  persons  who  are  rightly  able  to 
secure  government  financial  help  for  needy  children,  and  the  many  “save  the 
children”  crusades  for  hungry  children  of  the  world.  And  I'm  very  glad  of  that, 
too.  Women  also  have  their  strong  advocates.  Witness  the  fact  that  the  recent 
General  Conference  of  our  church  voted  $800,000  from  World  Service  Funds  for 
the  ensuing  quadrennium  to  be  given  to  the  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women 
whose  program  is  women’s  lib  And  other  groups  could  be  mentioned 
But  the  older  people  have  no  lobby.  They  seem  to  have  no  organized  groups  to 
lobby  for  them  and  secure  attention  to  their  needs. 

I  am  reminded  that  John  Wesley  was  organizing  Sunday  Schools,  preaching 
in  the  open  fields,  establishing  children's  homes,  developing  charities  at  the  age 
of  87.  Thomas  A.  Edison  kept  on  inventing  things  and  asking  scientific  questions 
until  his  late,  late  death.  Henry  Ford’s  inventive  mind  blessed  American 
technology  up  to  the  last  days  of  his  long  life  also,  Socrates  was  no  adolescent 
when  the  Platonic  corpus  was  completed.  Renoir  painted  from  a  wheelchair 
with  a  brush  tied  to  his  arthritic  hand  for  the  last  15  years  of  his  life.  Frank 
Lloyd  Wright  designed  the  Guggenheim  Museum  of  Modern  Art  late  in  life  at 
age  90.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  published  his  autobiography  at  age  78,  died  at 
91.  Michelangelo  designed  the  dome  of  St.  Peter's  at  the  age  of  72.  Verdi  wrote 
the  opera  “Falstaff”  at  79,  and  Franck  wrote  one-third  of  his  major  works  for 
organ  after  he  was  78.  Brahms  wrote  his  greatest  works  —  the  eleven  choral 
preludes  for  organ  —  during  the  last  years  of  his  life;  significantly,  these  have 
eschatological  themes. 

But  such  facts  are  overlooked  by  our  society.  At  the  recent  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  adopted  a  resolution  telling  us  that  later  years  can  be 
creative  and  enriching,  and  they  called  on  all  of  us  to  utilize  older  people  in 
meaningful  community  and  church  programs.  The  same  delegates  only  a  few 
hours  thereafter  voted  to  lower  the  mandatory  retirement  age  at  least  two 
years  for  all  ministers  and  four  years  for  some ! !  Can  it  be  remembered  that  we 
live  in  one  of  the  few  cultures  that  practices  mandatory  age  retirement? 
Mandatory  retirement  from  work  was  introduced  in  the  1880's  in  Germany  by 
Chancellor  Bismarck,  and  was  later  encouraged  in  the  United  States  by  high 
unemployment  in  the  1930's.  It  is  a  cultural  aberration. 

Who  in  the  wide  world  will  speak  up  for  older  people? 

You  could  help  a  little. 

Faithfully, 


-2r- 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


South  Central  Jurisdictional  'Conf.  meets  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska 


The  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  will  meet  in  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  July  13-15,  and  four  of  the 
seven  new  bishops  to  be  elected  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  this  summer 
will  be  elected  during  sessions  of  the 
Conference.  (The  three  other  bishops  to 
be  elected  are  in  the  Northeastern  and 
North  Central  Jurisdictions.) 

Pre-conference  activities  in  Lincoln 
will  begin  on  Sunday  evening,  July  11, 
when  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  has 
its  first  meeting  following  their 
organizational  meeting  in  Portland,  Ore. 
this  spring.  The  Committee  on 
Nominations,  which  is  composed  of  one 
person  from  each  of  the  17  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  will  begin  their  work  on  Monday 
morning,  July  12.  This  committee  will  be 
making  nominations  to  the  various 
general  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
church,  to  be  voted  upon  by  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  Other  Juris¬ 
dictional  committees  will  also  meet 
on  July  12. 

Business  will  begin  on  Tuesday,  July 
13,  when  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater, 
resident  bishop  of  the  San  Antonio  Area, 
calls  the  Conference  to  order.  Probably 
the  most  important  business  to  be 


transacted  is  the  election  of  the  four 
bishops.  They  will  fill  the  vacancies  to  be 
created  by  the  retirements  of  Bishop 
Eugene  M.  Frank,  Little  Rock,  Ark.; 
Bishop  Don  W.  Holter,  Lincoln,  Nebr.; 
and  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater,  San 
Antonio,  Tex.;  also,  there  is  a  fourth 
vacancy,  left  by  the  late  Bishop  Kenneth 
W.  Copeland  who  served  the  Houston 
Area  until  his  death  in  1973,  when  Bishop 
Paul  V.  Galloway  was  called  out  of 
retirement  to  fill  out  the  term. 

More  than  360  elected  delegates, 
representing  an  equal  number  of  lay  and 
clergy,  will  be  attending  the  Conference 
and  voting  not  only  on  the  election  of 
bishops,  but  on  all  business  items  to  be 
presented. 

Ministerial  delegates  from  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  are:  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.,  New  Orleans  and  Nashville. 
Tenn.;  Woodrow  Hearn,  Baton  Rouge; 
Douglas  McGuire,  Baton  Rouge; 
Benedict  Galloway,  Shreveport;  Alfred 
L.  Norris,  New  Orleans;  D.L.  Dykes,  Jr., 
Shreveport;  Clyde  Frazier,  Jr.,  Monroe, 
Jack  Cooke,  Shreveport;  Lea  Joyner, 
Monroe;  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr.,  Lake 
Charles;  Edward R.  Thomas,  Ruston;  W. 
D.  Boddie,  Monroe;  and  Ray  Branton, 
Shreveport. 


Lay  delegates  include:  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  Jennings;  Mrs.  Inez  W. 
Chrisentery,  Baton  Rouge;  Bill  Patrick, 
Baton  Rouge;  L.  Keith  Mason, 
Shreveport;  W.  D.  Cotton,  Rayville;  J. 
Robert  Kemmerly,  Minden;  Hubert 
Blanchard,  Sulphur;  John  Tubb, 
Pineville;  Leon  Netterville,  Baton 
Rouge;  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan, 
Baton  Rouge;  Allen  Brown,  New 
Orleans;  Miss  Vernita  Booker,  New 
Orleans;  and  Miss  Donna  Hendryx,  New 
Iberia. 

The  Consecration  service  of  the  newly 
elected  bishops  will  be  held  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  St.  Paul  on  Thursday,  July  15. 

Bishops,  elected  for  life,  can  serve  in 
one  episcopal  area  for  no  more  than  two 
four-year  terms.  Bishops  will  be 
assigned  or  re-assigned  at  the  time  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Among  program  items  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  at  the  conference  in  Lincoln  will 
be  an  emphasis  on  church  membership 
recruitment  and  training  for  church 
membership,  a  program  of  world 
hunger,  and  the  jurisdictional  program 
of  cooperative  leadership  training.  Also, 
a  drama  celebrating  our  nation’s 
Bicentennial  will  be  presented  on  July  13. 


Presenting  some  new  church  members 


Confirmation  classes  have  been  held  in 
churches  throughout  our  Conference 
during  the  spring,  and  many  of  the  fine 
young  people  have  now  been  received 
into  full  membership.  Some  of  these 
churches  have  shared  with  this 
newspaper  pictures  and /  or  information 
about  their  “new  members.”  We  are 
presenting  here  this  information. 

Affirmation  Of  Faith 

From  First  Church,  Algiers:  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  class  and  helping  to 


write  the  Confirmation  Class  Creed  were 
Bill  Brown,  Vi  Brown,  Teresa  Brown, 
Cindy  Brown,  Randy  Garrett,  Lawrence 
Bigham,  Carolyn  Bigham  and  Raymond 
Patterson  (six  became  members). 

The  Creed:  “We  believe  in  God  the 
Father,  whose  love  is  the  most  powerful 
force  encountered  by  all  mankind.  He 
loves  us  whether  we  are  good  or  bad.  We 
uelieve  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
our  only  Savior.  He  will  deliver  us  from 
sin,  sickness,  and  death.  We  believe  that 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  brings  eternal  life. 


We  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  is  our  guide, 
helper,  and  comforter.  He  is  our  gift  from 
the  Father  to  help  us  in  this  present  life. 
We  believe  in  the  church,  the  body  of 
Christ,  a  chosen  people,  a  place  where 
two  or  more  people  meet  together  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  church  should 
be  a  means  of  reaching  the  needy.  We 
believe  in  mankind.  We  believe  in  the 
creative  power  instilled  in  man  by  the 
creative  God.  But  we  also  believe  that 
man,  apart  from  God’s  grace,  provided 
by  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 


Christ,  is  lost  to  his  fellows,  to  his  God 
and  to  himself.  We  believe  Jesus  Christ  is 
our  soon  coming  King;  and  we,  of  the 
church,  want  to  be  ready  " 

Received  On  Heritage  Sunday 
Heritage  Sunday  was  observed  in  a 
special  way  at  First  Church,  Slidell,  with 
the  reception  of  50  youth  members  from 
two  confirmation  classes.  Those  con¬ 
firmed  (after  four  months  of  training) 
were:  Deborah  Renee  Affolter,  Dwyla 
Kay  Affolter.  Kenneth  Dwaine  Affloter, 
Robert  William  Anderson,  William  F. 


Autry,  Madeline  D.  Badon,  James  D. 
Breeding,  Mary  S.  Brett,  Debra  Cald¬ 
well,  Sloan  Coleman,  Laura  Council, 
Cynthia  Cullen,  Bryan  Dauphin,  Karen 
Farrow,  Jeffrey  Fox,  Tray  Fox,  Michelle 
Francis,  Jane  Freise,  Peter  Gampp, 
Shannuth  Goodnow,  Debra  L.  Halverson, 
Frank  T.  Hollon,  Daniel  M.  Hopper. 
Sherri  Cecie  Lefors,  Jeanne  McNickle, 
Traci  Mendel,  Jonathan  L.  Mitchell 
Also,  Wendy  Orechwa,  Dwight 
Paulsen,  Brenda  Pemberton,  Lou 
Prestenback,  Richard  Rogers.  Peggy 


Ryals,  Carla  Sue  Shafer,  Titus  Schultz, 
David  Spencer,  William  Stromme, 
Charles  Thurman,  Kimberly  Tollett, 
Scott  Umberger,  Jerry  Van  Hoosen,  Amy 
West,  Lori  Beth  Whedon,  Mark  Wiley, 
Adelia  Alford,  Lydia  Alford,  Cindy  Bass, 
Dan  Olmstead,  and  Marshall  Pemberton. 

Four  Classes  Share  Pictures 

Photographs  shown  are  from  the 
following  churches:  Deerfield,  Broad¬ 
moor.  Vinton,  and  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles. 


Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge  recently  received  into  mem¬ 
bership  66  new  members  of  the  1976  Confirmation  Class.  They 
are  shown  here  with  their  pastor,  D.  L.  McGuire,  and  Marie 
Williams,  Education  Director. 


The  following  young  people  were  confirmed  at  the  Vinton 
Church:  Sheri  DuCharme,  Steven  Maire .  Scott  Wilkinson, 
Patricia  Maire,  Paula  Fontenot,  and  Jill  Mueschke.  They  are 
shown  in  the  accompanying  picture  with  their  Pastor,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  L.  Rountree,  Jr. 


Deerfield:  (l-r,  front  row)  Karen  Alford. 
Jan  Kirby,  Betty  Lou  Tucker,  Ken 
Lipscomb;  (l-r,  back  row )  Ricky  Lip¬ 
scomb,  Karen  Cox,  Nikki  Whittington, 
and  Roy  Fir  min,  Jr.  Pastor  J.  M.  Wilkes 
stands  in  back 


Shown  with  the  1976  Confirmation  Class, 
Paxton  (top  left),  who  taught  the  class, 
Pastor,  who  assisted. 


First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  ii 
and  the  Rev.  Henry  Blount  • 
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‘Sectarian’  schools  and  segregation 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


JULY  9,  1916 


The  recent  Supreme  Court  decision 
prohibiting  the  practice  of  racial 
segregation  in  “non-sectarian”  private 
schools  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue)  represents  a  landmark  victory  for 
human  equality  in  the  United  States.  At 
the  same  time,  it  presents  a  challenge  to 
Christian  churches  and  other  “sec¬ 
tarian"  organizations  which  sponsor 
private  schools 

Since  the  1954  Supreme  Court  decision 
requiring  desegregation  of  the  nation's 
public  schools,  many  whites  have  sought 
to  avoid  desegregation  either  by  moving 
to  all  white  suburbs  or  by  enrolling  their 
children  in  private  schools  which  were 
created  for  that  purpose.  With  the  latest 
high  court  ruling,  one  of  the  last  bastions 
of  legal  segregation  has  fallen.  As 
Christians,  who  believe  in  the 
“brotherhood  of  all  men  under  the 
fatherhood  of  God,”  we  should  be 
grateful  for  this  decision. 

The  Supreme  Court's  explicit  decision 
to  withhold  judgment  on  "private,  sec¬ 
tarian  schools  that  practice  racial 
discrimination  on  religious  grounds,” 
may  be  correct  on  Constitutional 
grounds.  But  it  leaves  the  church  as  one 


of  the  few  institutions  in  society  which 
can  legally  sponsor  segregated  private 
schools.  Doubtless  there  will  be 
pressures  on  churches  in  many  com¬ 
munities  to  establish  such  schools  in  the 
wake  of  the  Supreme  Court  decision 

Given  the  illegality  of  racial  discrim¬ 
ination  elsewhere,  and  its  own  biblical 
view  of  all  persons  as  equal  in  the  sight  of 
God.  the  Christian  church  should 
steadfastly  refuse  to  give  in  to  such 
pressures.  We  know  of  no  "religious 
grounds”  on  which  persons  who  follow 
Jesus  Christ  could  justify  separating 
themselves  from  persons  of  other  races. 
Further,  if  we  learn  of  instances  in  which 
churches  are  being  used  as  havens  for 
racially  segregated  private  schools,  we 
should,  as  Christians,  exhort  those  so 
engaged  to  bring  their  practices  in  line 
with  the  Word  of  God. 

The  time  has  come  in  our  society  for 
whites  to  stop  running  from  association 
with  persons  •  of  other  colors — in  our 
schools  and  elsewhere.  A  racially 
inclusive  society  is  better  than  a  racially 
segregated  society.  The  church  should  be 
in  the  forefront  of  bringing  members  of 
our  society  to  this  recognition. 


Get  specific  on  how  churches  can  do  better! 


Electing  bishops  still  sacred  task 


During  the  coming  week,  delegates  to 
three  of  the  UMC’s  five  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  will  elect  a  total  of  seven 
new  bishops. 

In  the  past,  relatively  few  persons  were 
involved  in  the  process  of  selecting 
bishops.  Few  persons  were  presented 


Dear  readers:  thanks  for 
explaining  your  silence 

Several  weeks  ago  we  asked 
TM/  UMR  readers  to  explain  their 
silence  regarding  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  1976  General  Conference. 

We  were  scarcely  prepared  for  the 
massive  response  which  followed, 
indicating  that  members  of  the 
church  are  interested  —  positively 
and  negatively  —  in  what  the 
General  Conference  did.  We  have 
read  all  the  responses  with  interest 
and  wish  to  share  as  many  as 
possible  with  our  readers. 

Some  responses  have  been 
published  already.  Others  appear 
elsewhere  on  this  page.  We  will 
devote  most  of  this  page  next  week 
to  reader-responses.  Even  so,  many 
more  letters  will  remain  un¬ 
published  than  published. 

We  thank  you,  dear  readers, 
whether  or  not  your  letter  is 
published,  for  taking  the  time  and 
effort  to  help  us  understand  your 
reaction  to  the  General  Conference. 


the  unTted 
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Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  two 
congregations  have  initiated  TM/  UMR 
local  church  editions  whereby  their  news 
is  published  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

Last  week.  Trinity  UMC  in  Mountain 
Grove,  Missouri  (Missouri  West  Con¬ 
ference  started  an  edition  with  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  324.  This  week,  St.  Mark’s 
UMC  in  Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Con¬ 
ference)  begins  an  edition  with  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  460. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  sub¬ 
scribing  congregations,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/  UMR  edition  informative  and  that 
you  will  feel  free  to  join  with  other 
readers  in  contributing  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  and  other  forms  of  reader- 
feedback. 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again :  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM/  UMR.” 


openly  as  “candidates”  prior  to  the 
elections.  Most  members  of  the  church 
did  not  even  know  who  likely  would  be 
considered. 

In  1976,  the  process  of  electing  bishops 
has  been  opened  up  significantly.  A 
number  of  annual  conferences  —  or 
annual  conference  delegations  —  have 
put  forward  the  names  of  persons  they 
intend  to  support.  In  some  instances, 
extensive  advance  campaigning  has 
taken  place  to  extol  the  qualifications 
and  strengths  of  a  given  candidate.  Much 
discussion  has  taken  place  about  the 
candidates,  both  among  delegates  and 
non-delegates. 

For  the  most  part,  the  campaigning 
has  been  healthy.  More  persons  know 
more  about  the  potential  bishops  than 
ever  before.  And  conferences  from  which 
bishops  seldom  have  been  elected  have 
had  opportunities  to  make  their  cases  to 
the  rest  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

Now  that  the  preliminaries  are  over, 
the  delegates  will  get  down  to  the 
task  of  voting  for  persons  to  assume  our 
church’s  highest  elected  office.  Political 
realities  notwithstanding,  we  believe 
involvement  in  the  election  of  a  bishop 
remains  a  sacred  task.  We  hope  that 
delegates  will  not  be  so  consumed  by  the 
politics  of  the  election  process  that  they 
close  their  minds  and  hearts  to  the 
biddings  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  the  final  analysis,  there  are  many 
more  persons  qualified  to  be  bishop  than 
there  are  bishops  to  be  elected.  We 
believe  it  is  less  important  that  we  elect 
“our  candidate”  than  that  we  elect 
persons  who  are  wholly  committed  to 
God  and  to  serving  God’s  people  in 
today’s  world.  We  should  support  those 
we  feel  are  most  qualified.  We  also 
should  recognize  that,  with  the  help  of 
God,  the  seven  persons  elected  next 
week— whoever  they  are  and  wherever 
they  come  from— will  make  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  church  and  to  the  Kingdom 
which  exceeds  their  natural  abilities. 

Those  who  are  involved  in  electing  the 
seven  should  humbly  seek  God’s 
guidance  in  casting  their  ballots.  Those 
who  are  not  delegates  should  continue  to 
participate  in  the  election  process  by 
remembering  in  prayer  those  who  will  be 
casting  the  ballots  in  Bridgeport.  Con¬ 
necticut;  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  and  Sioux 
Falls,  South  Dakota. 

Here  I  Stand 


To  the  Editor 
Now  that  TM/  UMR  (June  18  issue) 
has  pointed  out  in  its  editorial,  “What  are 
we  doing  with  God’s  money?”  that 
“nearly  80  percent  of  all  the  money  the 
UMC  collects  remains  in  the  local 
churches”  and  that  “only  five  percent 
ever  reaches  beyond  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  area  structures  of  the 
church,”  let’s  ask  the  staff  to  drop  the 
generalizations,  take  a  real  church,  and 
come  up  with  some  specific  suggestions 
as  to  how  the  church  can  do  a  better  job: 
(1)  dividing  the  money  it  has  raised  for 
God’s  Kingdom;  and  (2)  challenging  low 
and  non-contributing  members  to  join 
God’s  team! 

Most  United  Methodist  churches  are 
small  or  moderate  in  size;  most  are 
trying  desperately  in  the  midst  of  in¬ 
flation,  rising  fuel  costs  and  a  great  deal 
more  to  do  the  very  best  they  can  for  the 
Lord.  Most  churches  would  welcome 
some  suggestions  for  touching  the  hearts 
and  pocket  books  of  those  who  vowed  to 
support  the  church  with  prayers, 
presence,  gifts  and  service.  We  pastors 
and  laity  need  specific  helps  —  not  faint 
praise! 

Another  point:  the  5%  given  beyond  the 
annual  conference  and  area  structures  of 
our  church  adds  up  to  a  whopping 
amount  of  money !  Does  anyone  ever  say 
to  the  local  church:  “Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant.” 

John  Ambler 

Framingham,  Massachusetts 

tf  ays  to  stretch  outreach 

To  the  Editor: 

Yes,  80  cents  of  every  United  Methodist 
dollar  is  spent  in  the  lcoal  church,  and 
another  15  cents  goes  to  various  con¬ 
ferences,  leaving  a  nickel  to  support 
church  outreach  programs  (TM/  UMR, 
June  18). 

I  certainly  hope  those  figures  can  be 
improved,  but  even  if  not,  there  is  a  way 
to  improve  the  actual  outreach:  the 
largest  single  item  of  expense  in  a  church 
budget  is  usually  the  pastor’s  salary.  If 
the  pastor  will  spend  a  substantial 
portion  of  his/  her  time  in  outreach  — 
working  for  world  peace,  pressuring  our 
government  to  stop  supporting  the  tor¬ 
ture  of  people  in  Chile  (as  reported  by 
Joyce  Hill  in  your  same  issue),  in¬ 
creasing  support  for  UN  development 
and  anti-hunger  programs,  speaking 
truth  to  the  community,  and  a  host  of 
other  needed  Christian  outreach  ac¬ 
tivities  —  then  a  percentage  of  that 
salary  can  be  seen  as  money  spent  for 
outreach. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  pastor  is 
simply  a  chaplain  to  an  ingrown  group, 
the  pastor’s  salary  is  money  spent 
selfishly  by  the  church. 

The  same  perspective  could  be  applied 
to  money  spent  for  the  building. 

George  Gardner  Hill  * 

Norwalk,  Connecticut 
W  e  have  good  curriculum 
To  the  Editor: 

Shizue  Yoshima  says  of  the  UM 
curriculum,  “The  language  and 
illustrations  are  middle  class  white” 
(TM/  UMR,  June  11).  Has  she  read  it? 

Five  years  ago  my  husband  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  dead  church  in  a  newly  black 
area  on  Chicago’s  South  Side.  I  was  the 
entire  church  school  staff.  I  inherited  and 
threw  out  mountains  of  lily  white 
curriculum  leftovers,  but  when  I  ordered 
new  stuff  —  amazing !  Every  book,  every 
take-home  paper  even,  showed  a  balance 
of  black,  white,  Oriental,  Latin,  rural, 
urban,  suburban,  nuclear  family,  extend¬ 
ed  family,  one-parent  family  children.  I 
can’t  imagine  any  material  more  con¬ 


cerned  with  “all  the  church’s  con¬ 
stituents.” 

Does  Ms.  Yoshima  feel  there  should  be 
“separate  but  equal"  curricula  for  each 
ethnic  group?  Heaven  forbid!  To  learn 
what  the  church  is  about,  all  children 
need  to  read  about  the  “different”  people 
who  are  part  of  it,  too. 

We  are  also  using  the  new  “Exploring 
the  Bible”  series  because  many  of  our 
children  (and  some  adults)  have  literally 
never  heard  of  Jesus.  So  I  say  the 
curriculum  writers  are  doing  their  job 
well.  It’s  up  to  us  now  to  shake  the  cob¬ 
webs  from  our  brains  and  start  using  it 
with  excitement!  „  ..  .  _  .. 

Beth  L.  Galbreath 
Chicago,  Illinois 

'Right  to  food'  resolution 
needs  our  support 
To  the  Editor: 

As  a  Christian  I  believe  that  God  cares 
about  all  His  creation  and  has  provided 
resources  enough  for  all  to  be  fed. 

We  know  that  many  people  are  hungry. 
God’s  provision  is  here,  but  people  cause 
the  inequalities  so  that  some  of  us  count 
calories  because  we  have  too  much  to 
eat,  while  others  don’t  have  calories  to 
count. 

One  step  in  fighting  world  hunger  is  to 
pass  the  Right  to  Food  legislation  now 
pending  in  Congress:  Senate  Concurrent 
Resolution  ft  66  and  House  Concurrent 
Resolution  #  393. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  most  outstanding 
religious  leaders  of  our  nation  are  calling 
for  immediate  favorable  action  on  this 
resolution. 

Let  us,  as  citizens  who  believe  in  the 
democratic  process,  urge  our 
Representatives  and  Senators  to  give 
their  attention  to  this  Right  to  Food 
Resolution  as  a  first  step  in  getting  at  the 
root  causes  of  world  hunger. 

Norma  Wilkening 
Columbia,  Missouri 
An  exceptional  page 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  page  two  of  your  June 
18  issue,  and  I  must  take  my  pen  in  hand. 
Three  such  fine  articles  all  on  one  page! 

First,  I  read  the  editorial,  “Bring  July 
4  ‘fireworks’  into  the  church.”  Yes,  many 
of  us  need  a  greater  and  louder 
awareness  of  His  Spirit,  in  realizatior 
and  activeness. 

Then  I  read  the  editorial,  “What  are  we 
doing  with  God’s  money?"  Reading  this 
should  be  a  must  for  every  Methodist 
church  member.  It  is  challenging  —  and  I 
think  God  is  speaking  to  us  through 
written  words. 

Thirdly,  I  read  Mrs.  K.  M.  Hearn’s 
outstanding  article  on  “Yes,  you  can 
teach  effectively.”  This  is  also  a  must  for 


A  woman  is  being  who  thinks,  does  and 
feels.  She  may  or  may  not  choose  to 
marry.  How  belittling  to  her  is  the  value 


amnesty. 

Apparently  some  of  our  church  people 
are  the  “big  brother”  type  and  know 


system  that  selects  marital  status  as  the  what  is  best  for  all,  dictated  by  a  favored 


Jurisdictional  delegates 
and  the  election  of  bishops 


By  WM.  I.  SMITH 

I.  Irresponsible  Temptations 

A.  Opportunity  Neglecters 

These  are  those  who,  until  they  get  to 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  make  little 
effort  to  become  informed  about  the 
candidates.  In  addition,  they  do  not  get 
themselves  involved  in  communication 
about  the  election  with  other  interested 
persons  acrosss  the  jurisdiction.  Also 
included  in  this  group  are  those  who 
allow  others  to  manipulate  their  vote  — 
who  simply  go  the  way  the  wind  (near 
them)  is  blowing. 

B.  Power  Abusers 

Personal  ambition  is  the  most  common 
motivation  of  this  group.  These  seek  the 
office  for  themselves  or  others,  not  to 
fulfill  the  mission  of  the  church,  but  for 
their  own  purposes.  Even  efforts  that 
begin  in  a  concern  for  reform  often 
become  later  little  more  than  ex¬ 
pressions  of  a  lust  for  power  by  both 
candidates  and  supporters. 

Aiso  found  in  this  group  are  those  who 
would  like  to  take  the  church  in  a  wrong 
direction.  This  includes  all  those  who 
would  use  a  position  of  leadership  to 
allow  anything  other  than  God’s  will  to  be 
the  church’s  primary  goal.  Sometimes 
this  would  take  the  form  of  allowing  the 
worldly  success  of  the  institution  to  be 
more  important  than  God’s  mission. 

Most  people  find  Power  Abusers  more 
repugnant  than  Opportunity  Neglecters 
The  fact  is  both  are  irresponsible. 

II.  Responsible  Possibilities 

A.  Principle  Stickers 
These  are  those  delegates  who 
carefully  choose  the  persons  they 
honestly  and  unselfishly  believe  would 
lead  our  church  in  the  way  it  seems  to 
them  God  wants  it  to  go  in  our  time. 
Though  their  choices  are  usually  persons 
who  have  little  or  no  chance  of  being 
elected,  the  Principle  Stickers  continue 
to  vote  for  them,  ballot  after  ballot,  until 


others  have  been  elected. 

Since  the  Principle  Stickers  rarely 
ever  get  any  of  their  candidates  elected, 
some  think  their  integrity  is  an  exercise 
in  futility.  However,  their  witness  has 
two  important  results.  Especially  when  it 
is  small  in  size,  their  vote  appeals  to  the 
better  nature  of  those  who  are  elected 
and  those  who  elect  them,  and  reminds 
them  of  what  the  church  is  all  about.  On 
the  other  hand,  when  the  vote  of  the 
Principle  Stickers  is  rather  large,  it  says 
to  the  victors  that,  as  a  practical  matter, 
they  had  better  not  get  too  far  from  truth 
and  faithfulness. 

B. Compromise  Makers 
These  are  those  delegates  who  make 
the  effort  to  find  out  who  the  group  of 
candidates  are  that  have  a  possibility  of 
being  elected.  They  then  work  and  later 
vote  for  those  persons  from  that  “elec¬ 
table”  group  who  they  believe  will  make 
the  best  bishops.  As  communication,  and 
later  balloting,  proceed,  they  continue  to 
change  their  support  from  the  unelec¬ 
table  to  the  best  possible  persons  (or  the 
least  bad)  among  those  who  still  have  a 
chance  of  being  elected. 

There  are  those  who  scoff  at  the 
Compromise  Makers  as  weak  persons 
who  betray  their  ideals,  and  they 
themselves  always  have  an  uneasy 
conscience.  But  the  fact  is  that  com¬ 
promises,  rightly-  chosen,  can  be  ex¬ 
pressions  of  a  healthy  Christian  humility 
—  a  recognition  that  all  truth  has  not 
been  given  to  “our  bunch,” 
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their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
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readers.  I  might  add  that  this  voluntary 
work  can  be  one  of  life’s  greatest  joys,  as 
well  as  one  of  its  greatest  privileges 
Yes,  readers,  if  you  skipped  this  page, 
do  read  it  now. 

Florence  Teising 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 

ffe  shouldn't  quote 
the  Bible  out  of  context 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  so  interested  in  your  paper. 
Our  church  people  just  started  receiving 
it  recently,  and  we  read  this  much 
more  thoroughly  than  any  other  church 
publication.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

As  with  so  many  political  and  religious 
questions,  problems  and  solutions, 
people  take  quotes  out  of  context.  In  the 
June  18  issue,  Jarvis  Spreng  did  just  this 
in  his  letter,  “Women,  men  not  equal,” 
on  solving  marriage  problems  and  sexual 
equality. 

As  modern  counselors  and  religious 
writers  on  this  subject  seem  to  point  out, 
to  have  a  marriage  according  to  God’s 
plan  and  happiness,  you  have  to  read  Col. 
3:18  and  go  on  to  vs.  19,  and  read 
Ephesians  5:22-24  and  read  on  to  verses 
25-33. 

I’m  not  a  “women’s  libber,”  but  I 
believe  women  have  rights  and  are  also 
God’s  children.  In  dealing  with  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  marriage  crisis,  you  can’t  just 
“subject”  women  to  their  husbands.  A 
few  will  respond  as  “The  Total  Woman” 
suggests  and  husbands  will  become 
loving,  concerned,  responsive.  But  the 
majority  of  husbands  without  reading 
those  following  verses  will  take  wives  for 
granted,  treating  them  as  employees  and 
ignoring  their  needs  and  desires. 

We  all  must  realize  that  in  all  areas 
and  problems,  we  must  study  all  of  God’s 
Word  to  get  a  true  picture  of  His  plan  for 
dealing  with  life’s  problems. 

Virginia  Barnard 
Adams,  New  York 

Ms.  says:  true  person  hood 

To  the  Editor: 

I. prefer  to  be  called  Ms.  To  me  it 
signifies  true  personhood. 

Miss  says  that  I’m  my  father's 
daughter  and  Mrs.  says  that  I’m  my 
husband's  wife.  I  just  want  to  be  myself. 
Feminism  is  humanism. 

Barbara  Mader 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Ms.  a  terrible  piildoun 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  be  most  happy  to  see  the 
degrading  Ms.  removed  from  all 
publications! 

For  me,  it’s  hard  to  face  this  title  as  a 
return  for  hours  of  work  put  into 
Christian  outreach;  it  is  such  a  terrible 
put-down.  Marcia  Williams 

Dinuba.  California 

Ms.  a  good  reminder 

To  the  Editor: 

I  happen  to  be  married,  an 
arrangement  I  like,  but  I  cringe  at  the 
married-people’s  chauvanism  that  is 
turning  up  in  the  anti-Ms.  letters  to  your 
publication.  They  convince  me  that  we 
need  Ms.  as  a  reminder  that  a  woman’s 
decisions  about  marriage  are  not  the 
main  thing  to  know  about  her 


one  thing  to  be  indicated  with  a  title. 

When  I  use  the  title  Ms.,  it  carries  no 
put  down  to  my  husband,  but  rather 
gratitude  for  all  the  ways  he  has  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  be  a  whole  person.  It 
carries  the  excitement  of  a  new  age 
where  all  of  us  are  free  to  be  you  and  me. 

One  thing  we  don’t  need  is  to  devalue 
each  other  in  this  awkard  period  of 
transition.  Hence,  if  people  specifically 
request  that  they  be  called  Mrs.  or  Miss, 
I  would  say  honor  thier  wishes.  Other¬ 
wise,  make  it  Ms. 

Rae  Wilken 

Canoga  Park,  California 
)  ou\'c  kept  us  informed 
To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  your  editorial,  “Help  us 
interpret  your  silence”  (TM/  UMR, 
June  11),  I  am  sorry  I  kept  silent,  as  I  do 
register  my  disapproval,  usually. 

In  the  first  place,  I  enjoy  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  immensely  and  look 
forward  to  the  mail  on  Friday  when  I 
receive  my  copy.  I  thought  the  coverage 
of  the  Conference  was  great  and  I  read 
every  bit  of  it. 

As  to  the  Conference  itself,  I  ap¬ 
preciated,  especially,  the  decisions  made 
on  the  many  issues  that  were  given  in  the 
questionnaire  published  in  TM/  UMR 
before  the  Conference  took  place.  It 
indicated  that  they  listened  to  the  way 
the  body  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
felt  about  these  issues  and  acted  accord¬ 
ingly. 

This  paper  is,  indeed,  a  way  the  or¬ 
dinary  member  is  able  to  keep  informed 
on  what  is  going  on  within  our  church. 
Thanks  a  lot  for  making  that  possible. 

Lou  Ella  Y.  Smith 
Crestwood,  Kentucky 
)  on  answered  our  questions; 
('(  reflected  our  thinking 
To  the  Editor: 

You  asked  why  there  was  “an  unac¬ 
customed  silence”  in  reacation  to  your 
coverage  of  General  Conference.  For  us, 
it  was  because  your  excellent  coverage 
answered  all  our  questions  and  also 
because  General  Conference  decisions  in 
1976  more  closely  reflected  grassroots 
thinking  Bill  ancj  Marsh 

Madison,  Wisconsin 

‘Big  brotlierism'  a  concern 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  quite  distrubed  to  find  that  our 
General  Conference  voted  on  two  con¬ 
troversial  topics  against  what,  at  least  in 
our  area,  the  majority  favors. 

In  your  poll  a  few  months  ago,  the 
majority  was  against  firearms  registra¬ 
tion  and  the  banning  of  handguns. 

In  a  poll  in  our  church  board  meeting 
some  time  ago,  a  form  of  conditional 
amnesty  was  favored,  not  complete 


D.  A.  Russell 

Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania 

This  is  1976! 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  followed  closely  news  of  the 
recent  General  Conference  held  in 
Portland,  before,  after  and  during, 
relative  to  proposed  possible  updating  of 
debatable  issues,  my  conclusion  is  that 
the  most  significant  items  which  caught 
my  attention  were:  (l)  the  editorial 
comment  added  to  the  sign  marking  the 
meeting  room  of  the  Gay  Caucus,  “en¬ 
dangered  species,”  and  (2)  the  sign  worn 
on  a  person  which  read,  “To  Stone  One’s 
Neighbor  is  to  Murder.” 

Having  said  the  above,  I  might  add  that 
given  another  four  or  eight  years, 
perhaps  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  put  primary  consideration  to  the 
assurance  of  human  and  civil  rights 
rather  than  polls,  petitions  and  grass 
roots  emotional  evangelical  persuasions. 

I  remember  well  the  years  it  has  taken 
the  church  to  embody  the  black  con¬ 
ferences  into  the  fold  ;  also,  it  astonishes 
me  that  the  Native  Americans  although 
present  at  the  Conference  did  not  receive 
voting  privilege.  This  IS  1976. 

Verna  M.  Steele 
Fresno,  California 

I'm  grateful  for  our 
Social  Principles 

To  the  Editor: 

Yes,  we  care  about  and  are  interested 
in  the  work  of  the  General  Conference. 
Your  coverage  of  events  was  most 
satisfactory. 

I  am  very  grateful  for  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles.  It  would  be 
immoral  of  us  to  ignore  the  “people 
problems”  around  us.  My  heart  is 
warmed  that  the  Conference  called  for 
peace,  a  commitment  to  international 
agreements,  and  the  United  Nations,  and 
a  request  to  our  government  to  halt 
support  for  oppressor  nations,  to 
dismantle  the  stockpile  of  nuclear 
weapons,  and  abandon  the  fearsome 
arms  race! 

We  are  assured  again  our  church  is  no 
timid  enclave  of  people  gathered  in  an 
ivory  tower  parroting  meaningless 
cliches  —  loving  only  those  who  love  us. 
Rather,  we  are  a  virile,  courageous 
people  trying  to  follow  the  great  com¬ 
mandment  of  Jesus  to  love  God  and  our 
neighbors. 

Helen  R.  Cleaves 
Houston,  Texas 

An  A-l  job 

To  the  Editor: 

You  did  an  A-l  job  on  telling  us  about 
General  Conference.  We  look  forward  to 
your  reports  on  Jurisdictionais. 

Raymond  Bell 

Washington.  Pennsylvania 


They  are  emotionally  disturbed.  Some  come  from  broken  or 
troubled  homes.  Some  are  runaways.  Some  are  battered  children. 
Badgered  by  adults,  they  feel  known  only  as  "Hey  you!" 

They  come  to  Spofford  Home  in  Kansas  City  on  referrals  from 
hospitals,  juvenile  and  welfare  agencies  —  even  their  own  families. 
Christian  love  and  lessons  in  responsible  behavior  help  such 
children  come  to  know  themselves  and  become  better  prepared  to 
cope  with  life.  Spofford  Home,  related  to  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  provides  a  home  for  children  6  fo  14 
years  of  age. 

Your  gift  will  help  a  child  understand  his 
or  her  self-worth  in  God's  sight. 
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The  United  Meihodist  Child  Support  Program  is  a  pan  ol  the  worldwide  ministry  ol  the  Board  ol  Global  Ministries 
with  all  child  care  inslilutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials 


JULY  9.  1976 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


High  court  ruling  praised 

United  Methodists  hack  aid  to  church  colleges 


Musical  about  John  Wesley  plays  on  London  stage 


LONDON  —  "Ride!  Ride!"  —  a  new  musical  based  on  an 
incident  in  the  life  of  Methodism’s  founder  John  Wesley  — 
opened  here  recently  after  a  three-month  tour  of  British  cities, 
where  it  played  to  generally  favorable  reviews  and  en¬ 
couraging  words  from  Methodists  and  other  church  leaders.  At 

Conferences  meet  July  13-15 


left,  a  young  British  girl  is  seen  in  Bedlam  as  Wesley  arrives  to 
save  her  from  the  notorious  asylum.  Right,  actor  Gordon 
Gostelow  portrays  John  Wesley  in  the  musical,  which  is  slated 
to  run  at  Westminster  Theater  at  least  until  mid-July. 
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Jurisdictions  set  for  elections 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

The  election  of  seven  United  Methodist 
bishops  will  highlight  the  action  at  three 
of  the  five  jurisdictional  conferences  next 
week.  And  many  eyes  are  focused  on  the 
outcome  of  a  new  nominating  process 
and  the  desire  of  ethnic  minorities  and 
women  for  that  office.  (See  related 
story.) 

Four  bishops  will  be  elected  at  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  site  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  Two  bishops 
will  be  selected  by  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  meeting  at  Sioux  Falls,  S. 
D.,  and  one  bishop  will  be  elected  by  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  at  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  meeting 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  and  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah  will  not  elect  any  bishops. 

A  primary  task  of  the  jurisdictional 
conferences,  which  meet  every  four 
years,  is  to  fill  the  office  of  bishop 
vacated  by  retirement  or  death.  Persons 
elected  are  then  consecrated  and 
assigned  to  an  episcopal  area  which 
includes  one  or  more  annual  conferences. 

New  church  law  stipulates  that  a 
bishop,  although  elected  to  the  office  for 
life,  cannot  serve  in  one  area  more  than 
two,  four-year  terms,  except  under 
special  circumstances. 

In  recent  years  a  new  mood  in  the 
church’s  political  climate  has  led  a 
person  seeking  the  office  of  bishop  to 
campaign  openly.  An  older  tradition 
operating  in  most  areas  of  the  church 
discouraged  a  person  from  stating  his 
desire  for  the  office,  except  to  friends 
who  then  spoke  in  his  behalf  in  private 
conversations  and  "back  rooms.”  An¬ 
nual  conference  delegations  often  named 
a  “favorite  son”  and  campaigned  among 
other  delegates. 

The  1976  General  Conference  ac¬ 


knowledged  the  changing  mood  by 
allowing  an  annual  conference,  if  it 
chooses,  to  nominate  to  the  jurisdictional 
conference  one  or  more  persons  as  its 
choice  for  bishop.  While  lay  and  clergy 
delegates  to  the  jurisdictional  conference 
are  not  bound  by  those  nominations,  the 
process  provides  opportunity  for  a  larger 
number  of  people  to  suggest  persons  for 
episcopal  leadership  than  previously. 

The  seven  bishops  retiring  at  these 
quadrennial  conferences  are:  Prince  A. 
Taylor,  New  Jersey  Area;  F.  Gerald 
Ensley,  Ohio  West;  Francis  E.  Kearns, 
Ohio  East;  Don  W.  Holter,  Nebraska; 
Eugene  M.  Frank,  Arkansas;  and  0. 
Eugene  Slater,  Southwest  Texas.  Bishop 
Paul  V.  Galloway  will  step  down  a  second 
time  since  he  was  recalled  to  active 
service  in  1973  by  the  death  of  Bishop 

Three  interviews 


Kenneth  Copeland,  Houston  Area.  (See 
related  story  about  retiring  bishops.) 

Clergy  persons  nominated  by  annual 
conferences  now  total  27.  Since 
TM/  UMR’s  last  listing  (June  25,  May 
28),  seven  others  have  been  named. 
Those  nominees  and  conferences  en¬ 
dorsing  them  are:  Northeastern:  George 
W.  Bashore,  Reading,  Penn.  (Eastern 
Pennsylvania);  H.  Burnham  Kirkland, 
New  York  City  (New  York);  Robert  J. 
McCune,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  (Central  New 
York);  Charles  A.  Sayre,  Haddonfield, 
N.  J.  (Southern  New  Jersey). 

North  Central:  Lawrence  Taylor, 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  (West  Michigan). 

South  Central:  Joel  A.  Cooper, 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  (North  Arkansas);  J. 
Edward  Dunlap,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  (Little 
Rock). 


Compiled  from  news  services 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  —  United  Meth¬ 
odist  offiicals  are  applauding  a  recent 
Supreme  Court  decision  which  gives  the 

“green  light”  to  states  wishing  to  provide 
financial  aid  for  church-related  colleges 
and  other  independent  institutions  of 
higher  education. 

The  precedent  was  set  on  a  five  to  four 
ruling  by  the  high  court,  which  affirms  a 
Maryland  law  passed  in  1971  granting 
financial  aid  to  17  private  and  religious 
schools  in  that  state. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  said  the 
decision  has  many  positive  implications 
for  United  Methodist-related  colleges. 
The  UMC  is  related  to  more  higher 
education  institutions  than  any  other 
Protestant  denomination  in  the  nation. 

In  other  Supreme  Court  actions  related 
to  education,  the  justices  voted  7  to  2  in 
ruling  that  private,  non-church  related, 
high  schools  and  grade  schools  may  not 
exclude  pupils  on  the  basis  of  race. 
Church-related  schools  were  not  included 
in  the  ruling  (see  editorial  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

In  the  state-aid-to-private-colleges  de¬ 
cision,  the  high  court  ruled  against  a 
suit  filed  by  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  and  the  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  which 
asked  that  the  Maryland  law  be  struck 
down  by  the  federal  government  on  the 
basis  that  it  violates  Constitutional 
provisions  for  separation  of  church  and 
state. 

In  states  where  programs  of  financial 
aid  are  pending,  United  Methodist 
schools  may  receive  benefits  soon  as  a 
result  of  the  high  court  decision. 

Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun  wrote  for 
the  three  justices  in  the  majority  opinion 
affirming  the  lower  court  decision  which 
said  that  church  related  institutions  of  of 
higher  learning  do  not  "create  sub¬ 
stantial  danger  of  political  en¬ 
tanglement”  between  church  and  state. 
Two  other  justices  voting  with  the 
majority  concurred  with  the  decision  but 
differed  with  Blackmun  as  to  specific 
reasons.  Dissents  were  filed  by  Justices 


Bishops  look  at  role  of  episcopacy 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Three  of  United  Methodism's  seven 
retiring  bishops  reflected  last  week  on  an 
office  some  have  called  the  loneliest  job 
in  the  church  and  agreed  on  at  least  one 
thing:  there  never  was  a  time  when  they 
wished  they  weren’t  bishops. 

They  talked  philosophically  about  the 
loneliness  of  the  office.  They  lined  up 
solidly  behind  the  connectional  system  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

And  they  shared  a  concern  about  what 
one  of  them  called  "a  tendency  to  erode 
the  role  of  the  bishop  and  thus  lose  the 
strength  we  need  from  that  office.” 

To  find  out  what  it’s  like  to  be  a  bishop, 
TM/  UMR  talked  with  three  men  who 
have  spent  a  combined  total  of  nearly  60 
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Ethnics ,  women  hope  to  elect 
bishop  from  within  their  ranks 


By  CHARLEY  LERRIGO 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
ethnics  and  women  would  like  to  see 
some  of  their  number  join  the  episcopal 
ranks  this  year  at  the  up-coming 
jurisdictional  conferences,  but  the 
reforms  which  promise  to  make  election 
of  bishops  less  of  a  "back  room  affair” 
do  not  guarantee  any  new  minority  or 
women  bishops  for  the  church. 

As  of  June  25,  no  woman,  no  Asian 
American  or  Native  American  had  re¬ 
ceived  any  public  endorsement  for  the 
seven  episcopal  spots  which  are  open  this 
year.  Blacks  in  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  have  focused  their  efforts  on 
a  single  candidate.  Hispanic  Americans 
in  South  Central  have  put  up  two  can¬ 
didates. 

With  the  exception  of  the  blacks, 
however,  the  other  groups  are  far  from 
politically  optimistic.  Their  hopes  are  for 
at  least  an  increased  moral  sensitivity  to 
their  plight  by  the  delegates.  There  are  a 
single  Asian  American  and  seven  blacks 
among  the  current  College  of  Bishops. 

Hispanics 

The  Hispanics  are  upset  that  their 
racial  group  —  which  one  sociologist 
predicts  will  be  the  largest  ethnic  group 
in  the  country  by  1990  —  does  not  have  an 
ethnic  bishop.  The  (Spanish-speaking) 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference  has  to 
"borrow”  a  white  bishop  for  its  presiding 
officer. 

One  Hispanic  veteran  of  the  electoral 
fray  put  it,  "Politically  we  have  little 
power.  We  can  send  only  four  delegates 
to  the  jurisdictional  conference,  and  over 
200  votes  are  needed  to  elect.  If  we  win,  it 
will  be  because  of  moral  commitments.” 
The  Rio  Grande  conference  endorsed  two 
persons  for  bishop  at  its  recent  session: 
the  Rev.  Roy  Barton  and  the  Rev. 
Roberto  Escamilla. 

Women 

In  an  action  before  General  Con¬ 
ference,  Northern  New  Jersey  delegates 
to  the  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  urged  all  delegates  to  give 
"serious  consideration”  to  "qualified 
women  as  candidates  for  the  episco¬ 
pacy.”  They  also  pledged  that  any 
woman  elected  in  their  jurisdiction  would 
be  "welcomed”  as  presiding  bishop  of 


their  area. 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women,  in  response  to  women’s 
caucuses  from  several  areas,  has 
distributed  a  list  of  25  questions  to  ask  of 
potential  bishops  —  largely  to  determine 
their  attitudes  on  racism  and  sexism. 
Episcopal  candidates  may  be  publically 
questioned  in  at  least  one  conference. 

"It’s  not  impossible  that  a  woman  can 
be  elected  a  bishop,”  commented  Nancy 
Self  of  the  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women.  "There’s  certainly  no 
question  about  the  women’s  competency 
for  the  job.  But  there  are  some  questions 
whether  political  processes  will  make  it 
likely  this  time.  There  are  many  younger 
women  who  aspire  to  the  episcopacy.” 
Blacks 

Jurisdictional  caucuses  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  have 
narrowed  a  list  of  eight  potential  black 
bishop  candidates  to  one  —  The  Rev. 
Edsel  Ammons  of  Garret-Evangelical 
Seminary.  The  BMCR  caucus  has  been 
writing  letters  of  support  for  Dr. 
Ammons  to  all  black  pastors  and  church 
leaders,  and  to  all  jurisdictional 
delegates.  "We’re  very  serious  about 
electing  Dr.  Ammons,”  said  the  Rev. 
Vance  Summers  Jr.  of  Columbus, 
chairperson  of  the  caucus.  Dr.  Ammons 
was  officially  endorsed  by  the  Northern 
Illinois  and  Western  Michigan  annual 
conferences. 

Those  who  have  been  through  the 
process  before  recognize  that  even  the 
public  endorsement  of  a  candidate  by  an 
annual  conference  is  neither  binding  on 
delegates’  votes  nor  a  guarantee  of 
electoral  success.  Nor  does  the  lack  of  a 
conference  “endorsement”  mean  that  a 
person  is  out  of  the  running  —  any  clergy 
person  may  receive  votes  when  the 
balloting  begins. 

But  the  reforms  instituted  this  year  do 
signal  a  phasing  out  of  one  peculiar 
aspect  of  the  former  internal  politics.  As 
a  previously  unsuccessful  candidate  put 
it,  "One  former  requirement  to  get 
elected  was  to  publically  say  you  didn't 
want  the  job."  The  process  this  time 
around  will  be  more  open  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Lerrigo  is  a  staff  writer  for 
Interpretive  Services,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  New  York. 


episcopal  office  and  are  retiring  this 
year:  Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley,  Ohio 
West  Area;  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway, 
Houston  Area;  and  Bishop  Prince  A. 
Taylor,  New  Jersey  Area. 

Here  are  some  of  their  reflections: 

Did  you  hope  to  be  a  bishop  someday? 
If  not,  what  were  your  career  goals  in 
ministry? 

Bishop  Ensley  :  No.  My  mother’s  sister 
was  married  to  Bishop  McConnell  (M.  E. 
Church  North)  and  I  had  known  a  good 
many  bishops.  But  I  was  a  professor  as 
well  as  a  pastor,  and  my  plaps.were  to  go 
on  academically.  I  just  went  to 
jurisdictional  conference  in  1952  ex¬ 
pecting  nothing  unusual,  and  I  was  in 
before  I  knew  it! 

Bishop  Galloway:  I  never  thought  it 
possible.  I  was  on  top  of  the  world  just 
being  in  ministry.  Once  I  was  serving  at 
Boston  Avenue  UMC,  Tulsa,  I  began  to 
hear  talk  of  being  elected  bishop.  Phone 
calls  began  coming.  I  tried  not  to  let  the 
talk  interfere  or  influence  anything  else 
But  I  was  elected,  in  1960,  and  I’m  glad  it 
happened. 

Bishop  Taylor:  No,  although  by  the 
time  I  became  editor  of  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  Christian  Advocate,  people 
began  saying  I  was  in  line  because  all 
previous  editors  had  been  elected  bishop; 
it  seemed  to  come  with  the  job!  But  as  a 
pastor,  then  as  a  professor,  then  as 
editor,  I  had  good  jobs,  and  while  I  was 
doing  them,  I  didn’t  aspire  to  anything 
else.  (He  was  elected  in  New  Orleans  in 
1956.) 

How  do  you  balance  the  many 
priorities  that  come  with  the  job? 

Bishop  Ensley:  It’s  difficult;  you’re 
always  under  pressure.  Administrative 
work  takes  much  time.  I  have  wished  for 
more  time  for  scholarly  work,  writing, 
speaking  —  but  those  things  require 
meditation.  And  there’s  never  enough 
time  to  spend  with  laypersons  —  clergy 
take  precedence,  of  course,  because  they 
depend  on  you  for  their  life’s  work. 

Bishop  Galloway:  Several  things  help. 

I  have  to  remember  I  can  be  a  pastor 
even  in  working  administratively  with 
people.  I  have  to  organize  my  time.  And  I 
have  to  trust  my  cabinet  to  share  the 
responsibilities.  Making  appointments 
take  great  time  and  energy,  of  course  —  I 
never  sleep  well  from  February  until  the 
appointments  are  all  made. 

Bishop  Taylor:  I  like  administration 
and  I  like  to  preach  and  be  with  people, 
and  I  guess  you  have  to  feel  intuitively 
where  the  priorities  are  at  a  given  time. 
A  sense  of  order  and  some  plain  common 
sense  help,  too.  And  knowing  that  district 
superintendents  and  laypersons  are  your 
colleagues,  and  sharing  the  burden  will 
help  them  grow. 

Is  it  lonely  being  a  bishop? 

Bishop  Ensley:  There  is  close 
camaraderie  with  other  bishops  but  not 
so  much  with  others.  You  can  enjoy  good 
relationships  but  you  can’t  be  "hail- 
fellow-well-met”  because  of  those  times 
you  have  to  exercise  authority. 

Bishop  Galloway:  Sure,  it’s  lonely. 
When  that  first  holiday  rolls  around  and 
people  don’t  take  the  initiative  in  phoning 
you,  you  realize  it.  But  if  it  lasts  it's 
partly  the  bishop’s  fault  —  he  can  learn 
to  make  the  first  move.  Decisions  are 
lonely,  naturally.  But  1  feel  part  of  a 
community  nonetheless. 

Bishop  Taylor:  There’s  some  natural 
restraint  and  there’s  no  cure  for  that :  the 


bishop  is  seen  as  a  potential  threat.  But  if 
people  trust  you  basically  to  act  with 
integrity,  they’ll  trust  you  and  even 
forgive  your  mistakes.  Actually,  I’m 
alone  with  my  decisions  but  I  do  not  have 
a  lonely  life.  The  job  doesn’t  separate  me 
from  people. 

When  were  your  happiest  times  —  and 
your  toughest? 

Bishop  Ensley:  I’ve  had  great  pleasure 
at  ordinations,  when  I’m  preaching  — 
and  at  all  the  recent  retirement  parties! 
Tough  times  are  when  I've  had  to 
discipline  or  exercise  the  law. 

Bishop  Galloway:  It  makes  you  want  to 
shout  for  joy  when  a  young  pastor  tells 
you  about  lives  changed  or  people 
reached.  And  I  love  being  out  with  people 
in  local  churches.  It’s  heartbreaking 
when  families  break  up  or  when  a  young 
minister  falls. 

Bishop  Taylor:  I’m  happiest  when  I 
detect  a  sense  of  oneness,  of  community, 
in  the  church.  (Getting  money  or 
buildings  or  resolutions  are  not  goals, 
they’re  by-products.)  The  tough  times,  I 
suppose,  are  when  the  people  aren’t 
together  —  when  the  community  called 
church  is  not  together,  not  healthy. 

Was  there  ever  a  time  when  you  wished 
you  weren’t  a  bishop? 

Bishop  Ensley:  No.  There  were  times 
when  I  wished  I  didn’t  have  to  go  through 
something,  but  that’s  all.  And  I  think  the 
difficult  time  has  passed:  our  young 
ministers  seem  to  like  their  work  more 
than  they  did  in  the  turbulent  ’60’s. 

Bishop  Galloway:  I  have  never  once 
wanted  to  walk  out.  And  I  was  glad  to  be 
called  back  (out  of  retirement  to  serve 
out  the  term  of  Bishop  Kenneth 
Copeland,  who  died  in  office.)  That 
doesn’t  mean  I  always  enjoyed  myself.  I 
cried  all  the  way  across  Arkansas  when 
we  had  to  move  to  another  area! 

Bishop  Taylor:  Never.  The  mandate  to 
a  bishop  is  to  get  the  job  done,  not  to  be 
happy  all  the  time.  Yet  there’s  a  certain 
happiness  even  in  conflict.  I  have  truly 
been  happy. 

Will  the  role  of  bishop  change  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church? 

Bishop  Ensley:  Not  as  quickly  as  I 
would  have  thought  before  General 
Conference;  the  vote  there  seemed  to 
affirm  the  basic  structure.  And  as  long  as 
the  appointive  system  remains  the 
bishop's  task  —  and  I  believe  that 
system  brings  an  element  of  strength  to 
the  church  —  then  the  structure  must 
remain  basically  the  same.  I  think  the 
church  needs  the  leadership  of  bishops, 
and  the  bishop  must  retain  his  chance  to 
lead. 

Bishop  Galloway:  There  are  good 
bishops  coming.  I  hope  the  church  won’t 
tie  their  hands.  I  hope  the  short-term 
episcopacy  idea  has  been  knocked  out. 
We  can  get  bishops  out,  just  as  we  can 
preachers,  if  they  aren’t  doing  their  job. 
But  it’s  a  lifetime  job  to  help  the  church 
order  its  real  spiritual  priorities. 

Bishop  Taylor:  The  connectional 
system  —  and  episcopacy  is  the  link  — 
are  important  to  the  future  of  the  church 
because  they  touch  all  the  people.  I  hope 
the  church  won’t  erode  the  leadership  of 
its  bishops.  If  you  whip  them  for  un¬ 
popular  positions,  you  destroy  them.  If  a 
bishop's  not  compassionate,  strong  or 
decisive,  you  can’t  make  him  that  way  by 
tying  him  up  with  rules.  We  must  elect 
people  who  have  those  qualities,  then  let 
them  do  their  jobs. 


John  Paul  Stevens,  Potter  Stewart  and 
William  J.  Brennan  Jr.,  with  whom 
Justice  Thurgood  Marshall  joined. 

Involved  in  the  Maryland  test  case 
were  the  College  of  Notre  Dame,  Mount 
St.  Mary's  College,  Saint  Joseph  College, 
and  Loyola  College,  all  Roman  Catholic. 
St.  Joseph  is  no  longer  in  existence. 

Originally,  Western  Maryland  College 
was  included,  but  the  school  disaffiliated 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
order  to  receive  the  state  funds  and  thus 
withdrew  from  the  case.  Filing  an 
Amicus  Curiae  brief  in  support  of  the 
defendents  along  with  several  other 
higher  education  organizations  was  the 
National  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Western  Maryland  received  national 
attention  when  it  disaffiliated  itself  from 
the  church,  removed  crosses  from  its 
chapel  and  made  other  changes  in 
faculty  and  trustee  membership  in  order 
to  receive  state  aid. 

Dr.  Trotter  expressed  regret  that 
Western  Maryland  disaffiliated  and  thus 
withdrew  itself  from  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  case. 

At  the  time  of  disaffiliation,  Western 
Maryland  President  Ralph  C.  John  said 
the  action  was  necessary  because  of 
lengthy  court  litigation  which  was  tying 
up  large  amounts  of  essential  state  aid. 

The  long  range  significance  of  the 
Supreme  Court  decision,  according  to  Dr. 
Trotter  is  that  it  allows  "college  related 
denominations”  to  continue  clarifying 
their  relationships  and  mutual  support 
systems. 

"The  colleges  will  be  able  to  maintain 
current  practices  of  avoiding  con¬ 
stitutional  entanglements  and  at  the 
same  time  provide  access  to  education 
based  on  choice”  he  said. 

Dr.  Trotter  and  Dr.  Fred  Harris,  head 
of  the  board’s  Division  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion,  are  forcefully  against  the  takeover 
of  independent  schools  by  the  state.  The 
board  worked  vigorously  last  year  to 
prevent  the  State  of  Alaska  from 
absorbing  Alaska  Methodist  University, 
the  only  four-year  independent  liberal 
arts  school  in  the  state. 

Pointing  to  the  recent  absorption  of  the 
University  of  Cincinnati  into  the  Ohio 
state  system,  Dr.  Trotter  said  officials 
there  anticipate  it  will  cost  the  state  $24 
million  more  than  it  would  have  cost  to 
subsidize  the  municipally  operated 
school. 

Dr.  Harris  said  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  puts  new  light  on  an  old  church 
and  state  argument  which  rests  on  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  an 
organization  asking  for  tax  assistance 


“exists  to  serve  the  public  interest." 

"By  denying  our  church  related 
colleges  tax  support,  the  inference  has 
been  that  they  do  not  operate  in  the 
public  interest,  he  said.  "The  Supreme 
Court  decision  affirms  that  our  schools 
which  do  operate  in  the  public  interest 
are  entitled  to  public  allocations  when 
they  are  available.” 

The  second  ruling,  outlawing  racial 
discrimination  in  private  high  schools 
and  grade  schools,  stemmed  from  suits 
against  private,  segregated  schools  in 
Virginia.  Those  schools,  which  sprang  up 
after  the  1954  Supreme  Court  -decision 
which  ordered  public  schools  de¬ 
segregated,  must  admit  blacks  and  other 
minority  pupils  under  the  ruling.  The 
decision,  however,  left  the  possibility 
open  that  church-related  schools  will  be 
allowed  to  carry  on  such  discrimination. 

While  the  ruling  affected  only  a  small 
percentage  of  private  non-sectarian 
schools  —  mainly  some  3,500  so-called 
“freedom  schools  set  up  by  white  parents 
to  avoid  public  school  integration  —  the 
legal  principle  was  established  that  the 
right  to  equality  takes  precedence  over 
the  right  to  privacy. 

The  majority  opinion,  written  by 
Justice  Potter  Stewart,  asserted  that  the 
Constitutional  right  to  privacy,  to  free 
association  and  to  determine  the 
education  of  one’s  child  cannot  con¬ 
travene  laws  enacted  by  Congress  to 
enforce  the  Constitutional  right  to 
equality.  The  ruling  held  that  this  law,  in 
effect,  forbids  private  schools  from 
excluding  applicants  on  racial  grounds. 

"It  may  be  assumed  that  parents  have 
a  First  Amendment  right  to  send  their 
children  to  educational  institutions  that 
promote  the  belief  that  racial  segrega¬ 
tions  is  desirable,  and  that  children  have 
an  equal  right  to  attend  such  institu¬ 
tions,”  said  Justice  Potter.  “But  it  does 
not  follow  that  the  practice  of  excluding 
racial  minorities  from  such  institutions  is 
also  protected  by  the  same  principle.” 

While  non-sectarian  schools  will  now 
be  forced  to  admit  black  children  —  pro¬ 
viding  the  children  meet  other  non- 
racial  criteria  —  the  status  of  religious 
or  sectarian  schools  is  unclear. 

The  Court  s  ruling  —  joined  by  all 
members  except  Justices  Byron  White 
and  William  Rehnquist  —  made  clear 
that  while  parents  have  rights  regarding 
their  children's  education  it  was  not  an 
"absolute  right”  and  that  private 
schools,  for  instance,  could  be  regulated. 
It  also  said  private  schools  could  still 
teach  whatever  religious  beliefs  they 
wished. 


the  church  today 


Bishop  Willis  King 
dies  at  age  89 

NEW  ORLEANS,  La.  (UMC)  —  Bishop 
Willis  J.  King,  89,  believed  to  be  the 
oldest  United  Methodist  bishop  in  the 
world,  died  here  June  17. 

He  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  by  the 
former  Central  (black)  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  1944  and  served 
for  nine  years  in  Liberia,  three  years  as 
head  of  the  Louisiana-Mississippi-Upper 
Mississippi  Conferences,  and  four  years 
as  bishop  of  the  New  Orleans  Area.  He 
retired  in  1960. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans.  Participating  in  the  service 
were  Louisiana  Area  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  of  New  Orleans  and  Bishop 
Ernest  T.  Dixon  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  who 
represented  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  College  of  Bishops.  Burial  was  in 
Atlanta. 

Bishop  King  was  ordained  a  deacon  in 
1908  and  served  pastorates  in  Texas, 
Boston  and  New  York.  He  earned  an  A.B. 
degree  from  Wiley  College,  Marshall, 
Tex.  and  S.T.B.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology. 
Both  schools  also  gave  him  honorary 
doctorates. 


Indiana  church  wins 
Guideposts  Awards 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Indiana  which 
rebuilt  its  facilities  after  a  disastrous  fire 
in  1973  will  receive  the  1976  Guideposts 
magazine  Church  Award. 

Arthur  Gordon,  editorial  and  executive 
director  of  the  interfaith  monthly,  an¬ 
nounced  here  that  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Terre  Haute  will 
receive  the  award  in  a  ceremony  to  be 
held  Oct.  10. 

A  fire  in  January,  1973  caused  $400,000 
worth  of  damage  to  the  church’s 
educational  and  fellowship  facilities, 
although  the  sanctuary  was  still  stand¬ 
ing. 

New  scout  executive 
is  UM  layman 

NORTH  BRUNSWICK,  N.  J.  (RNS)  — 
Harvey  Lee  Price,  a  United  Methodist 
lay  leader  and  Boy  Scout  professional  for 
39  years,  has  been  appointed  acting  Chief 
Scout  Executive  —  the  top  professional 
post  in  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

Mr.  Price  is  a  member  of  La  Canada 
(Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church,  where 
he  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Mem¬ 
bership  and  Evangelism  Commission. 


How  do  you  select 
memorial  gifts? 


Chances  are  that  your  church  has  a  memorial  gift  fund,  or 
perhaps,  has  members  who  would  like  to  give  individual 
remembrances  to  the  church. 

But  where  do  you  go  for  help  in  selecting  just  the 
right  gift ? 

Cokesbury  understands  the  importance  of  selecting  the  most 
appropriate  memorial  gift  Our  gift  selection,  available  in  a  wide 
range  of  prices,  includes  altanvare  paraments  handbells,  flags 
and  more. 

If  you’re  interested.  Cokesbury  can  help  you  select  an  appropriate 
memorial  gift.  We  invite  you  to  contact  a  Regional  Service  Center 
for  personal  assistance,  or  you  may  request  a  Churt  h  ami  Chun  h 
School  Supplies  catalog  which  describes  items  suitable  for 
memorials. 

So  mail  the  coupon  today,  and  then  contact  your  Regional  Service 
Center.  We’ll  be  glad  to  help! 

Please  send  me  a  FREE  copy  of  your  latest  Church  and  Church 
School  Supplies  catalog 

Name - ^ - -  - 


Address 
City - 


.  Zip 


Cokesbury 
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U.M.  bishop  defends 
India’s  crack-down 


Bishop  Matthews 
Mathews  of  the 


WASHINGTON,  D. 

C.  (RNS>  —  A  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bish¬ 
op,  who  once  served 
as  a  missionary  in 
India,  has  defended 
the  “emergency” 
policies  promul¬ 
gated  a  year  ago  by 
India’s  Prime 

Minister  Indira 
Gandhi. 

Bishop  James  K. 

Washington  Area,  appearing  before  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  International 
Organizations,  prefaced  his  remarks  by 
saying  the  views  expressed  were  his  own. 
He  told  the  subcommittee: 

“In  a  sense  I  am  surprised  that  I  speak 
in  support  of  the  emergency  policies  of 
India’s  governement.  Ordinarily,  and  in 
principle,  I  should  find  repugnant  any 
measures  which  restrict  the  civil 
liberties  of  a  people.  Nevertheless,  in  the 
present  situation,  I  believe  these 
measures  have  been  warranted.  I  would 
hasten  to  add  that  it  is  my  ernest  hope 
that  the  restrictions  will  be  lifted  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment." 

Bishop  Mathews  was  one  of  three 
persons  offering  testimony  at  the  sub- 

Talent  banks 
boost  hiring 
of  minorities 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
Efforts  are  being  stepped  up  to  get  a 
broader  representation  of  various 
“minority”  groups  —  ethnics,  youth  and 
women  —  in  jobs  and  general  board 
memberships  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Ethnic  minority  persons  who  want  a 
career  in  the  “various”  ministries  of  the 
UMC  are  being  asked  to  contact  Dr. 
Ruben  Salcido,  Office  of  Career  Planning 
and  Personnel  Services,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  37202. 

Youth  interested  in  being  nominated  to 
boards  and  agencies  are  being  sought  by 
the  United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  (UMCYM).  The  Council  is 
counting  on  annual  conference  youth 
coordinators  to  spread  the  word  to  local 
churches,  and  also  to  jurisdictional  youth 
caucuses  to  submit  names.  Names 
should  be  sent  to  UMCYM  in  care  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  37202. 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  (CSRW)  is  shepherding  a 
talent  bank  for  both  clergy  and 
laywomen.  The  commission  reported 
last  month  that  173  women  were  enrolled. 
The  report  said  102  women  were  in¬ 
terested  both  in  jobs  and  board  mem¬ 
berships,  56  in  board  membership  only. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  project, 
seven  women  have  been  placed  in 
executive  positions  with  United 
Methodist  general  agencies.  Five  still 
hold  these  posts. 

The  CSRW  talent  bank  is  headquar¬ 
tered  at  2121  North  Sheridan  Road, 
Evanston,  Ill.,  60201. 


committee  hearing,  called  by  Rep. 
Donald  M.  Fraser  (D-Minn),  chairman. 
The  others  were  Prof.  Ved  Nanda  of  the 
University  of  Denver  Law  School,  and 
Jagjit  Singh  Chohan,  president  of  the 
International  Council  of  Sikhs. 

In  his  opening  remarks,  Rep.  Fraser 
noted  that  June  26  marked  the  first  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  “national  emergency 
rule  prevailing  in  India,”  at  which  time 
Mrs.  Gandi  indicated  “she  has  no  plans 
to  hold  elections,  restore  press  freedom 
or  civil  rights  or  release  political 
prisoners.  She  defended  the  continuation 
of  the  emergency  on  the  grounds  that  the 
danger  of  internal  and  external  sub¬ 
version  continues  to  exist.” 

Bishop  Mathews,  acknowledging  that 
“emergency  policies”  in  India  have 
“involved  the  suspension  of  a  number  of 
civil  liberties”  as  well  as  press  cen¬ 
sorship  and  control,  told  the  sub¬ 
committee  that  while  this  situation  is 
“distasteful,”  he  “knows  too  that  many 
of  India’s  newspapers  had  been  in¬ 
discriminate  and  often  irresponsible  in 
what  they  published  as  news.” 

“It  is  also  true  that  the  emergency  has 
occasioned  the  arrest  of  a  large  number 
of  persons  and  their  imprisonment 
without  trial,”  he  said.  “There  is  no 
denying  the  pain  this  has  occasioned 
them  and  their  families.  One  could 
hardly  support  that  there  have  not  been 
incidents  of  police  brutality,  but  I  do  not 
believe  this  has  been  usual,”  he  said. 

“Nevertheless,”  he  continued,  “as 
objectionable  as  I  would  find  all  these 
restrictions,  they  have  been  prompted  by 
prevailing  circumstances  which  have 
justified  them.” 

Being  a  large,  complex  and  highly 
diverse  country,  India  “is  not  easy  to 
govern,”  but  the  “instinct  for  democracy 
runs  deep  in  the  national  life”  there, 
Bishop  Mathews  asserted. 

“The  opposition  to  the  Prime 
Minister’s  government  was  a  strange 
coalition  of  parties  and  people  of  the 
extreme  right  and  extreme  left.  They  had 
often  voiced  opposition  to  parliamentary 
democracy  and  free  elections  and  had  no 
real  ground  in  common  except  the  desire 
to  overthrow  the  majority  rule  by  any 
available  means." 

The  United  Methodist  leader  told  the 
subcommittee  “it  should  be  understood 
that  the  emergency  measures  taken  (by 
Mrs.  Gandhi)  are  not  extra-constitu¬ 
tional  but  precisely  provided  for  in 
India’s  constitution.” 

He  suggested  three  “things  for 
American  people  and  policy-makers  to 
bear  in  mind”  regarding  the  situation  in 
India : 

•  “A  certain  restraint  and  reservation 
of  judgement  with  respect  to  India  is 
called  for.  We  too  have  proclaimed 
emergencies.  We  abridged  the  rights  of 
Japanese-American  citizens  during 
World  War  II. 

•  “We  may  well  acknowledge  that 
policies  in  times  of  crisis  are  justifiable 
that  are  not  acceptable  democratic 
procedures  if  they  are  permanent. 
India’s  leaders  have  repeatedly  affirmed 
that  the  emergency  is  not  permanent.  We 
should  accept  this  in  good  faith  and  make 
it  a  point  of  dialogue. 

•  “We  need  not  conclude  that  India  has 
left  the  democratic  camp.  There  is  no 
reason  why  India  should  not  be  expected 
to  continue  as  the  world’s  largest 
democracy.  We  have  much  in  common.” 


JULY  9.  1976 


Church’s  racial  mix 
is  static ,  survey  says 


The  human  emblem  of  United  Methodism 

GROVE  CITY.  Penn.  —  Now,  all  together,  smile!  Delegates  to  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference  meeting  here  at  Grove  City  College  In  June  took  a  break 
for  an  unusual  photograph  by  forming  the  emblem  for  United  Methodism  —  the 
cross  and  flame.  They  added  the  “76."  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Roy  Nichols  stand  at  the 
base  of  the  cross. 


PHOTO  BY  CARL  HILLARD 


ATLANTA  —  Despite  a  decade  of  inter¬ 
racial  mergers  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  racial  make-up  of  churches 
has  changed  little,  a  study  at  United 
Methodist  -  related  Emory  University 
has  concluded. 

Describing  their  findings  as  a  “hard 
reality,”  the  authors  say:  (1) 
Predominantly  black  churches  before 
merger  are  still  predominantly  black  and 

(2)  predominantly  white  churches  before 
merger  are  still  predominantly  white,  as 

(3)  predominantly  white  churches 
become  more  racially  mixed,  they  tend 
to  become  predominantly  black. 

The  study,  initiated  by  Dr.  Grant  S. 
Shockley,  formerly  a  faculty  member  at 
Emory’s  Candler  School  of  Theology  and 
now  president  of  The  Inter¬ 
denominational  Theological  Center,  was 
based  on  surveys  of  black  pastors, 
district  superintendents  and  ministers  in 
special  appointments.  Mailings  were  also 
made  to  bishops  and  a  sample  of  white 
pastors. 

Dr.  Earl  Brewer,  professor  at  Candler, 
and  Marie  Townsend,  research  assistant, 
took  part  in  the  study  which  was 
published  by  Emory’s  Center  for 
Research  in  Social  Change. 

The  report  recommended  forming  a 


develop, 

church’s 


Hope  seen  in  charismatic  renewal 

Indian  prelate  decries  U.S.  cults 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  Roman 
Catholic  archbishop  from  India,  who  is 
“rather  annoyed”  that  U.S.  Christians 
are  exchanging  the  “pearls”  of  their 
religion  for  the  “trinkets  of  so-called 
Eastern  cults,”  declared  here  that  he 
believes  the  charismatic  renewal  is 
foremost  “in  God's  plan  to  bring  young 
people  to  Christ.” 

He  expressed  hope  that  more  and  more 
Christians,  young  and  old  alike,  would 
turn  away  from  the  cults  and  sects 
“which  cannot  satisfy  their  spiritual 


hunger”  to  a  deeper,  fuller  experience  of 
Christ  in  their  lives. 

In  the  U.S.  to  “share”  his  experiences 
in  the  charismatic  movement  and  to 
“learn”  more  about  it  from  U.S.  com¬ 
munities,  Archbishop  Packiam 
Arokiaswamy  of  Bangalore  said  he  has 
already  given  the  “green  signal"  to  all 
his  priests  to  become  involved  with 
charismatic  communities. 

"Parish  priests  and  pastors  must 
become  involved  ...  if  we  are  to  effect 
renewal  in  the  church,”  the  55  year-old 


‘Pro -/i/e’  advocate  claims 
media  denies  their  rights 


BOSTON  (RNS)  — The  president  of  the 
National  Right  to  Life  Committee 
charged  here  that  influential  forces  in  the 
communications  media  have  denied 
“pro-life”  advocates  the  freedom  of 
speech  to  reach  others  in  the  public 
forum. 

Dr.  Mildred  Jefferson,  a  United 
Methodist,  who  was  reelected  president 
of  the  National  Right  to  Life  (NRLC)  at 
the  agency’s  four-day  convention, 
warned  that  “numerous  efforts”  were 
underway  to  stifle  the  voices  of  “pro-life” 
advocates  and  to  create  divisions  along 
religious  lines  in  the  abortion  issue. 

Dr.  Jefferson,  the  first  black  woman  to 
graduate  from  Harvard  Medical  School, 
shared  the  convention  platform  with 
Boston’s  Cardinal  Humberto  Medeiros, 
the  convention  host,  and  retired  Arch¬ 
bishop  Fulton  J.  Sheen  of  Rochester, 
N.Y.  She  stressed  that  the  right  to  life 
movement  and  its  national  convention  is 
made  up  of  Catholics,  Protestants, 
Orthodox  and  Jews. 

“As  long  as  the  Ten  Commandments 


have  not  been  rescinded  or  revoked,”  Dr. 
Jefferson  declared,  “no  one  can  honestly 
say  that  the  great  religions  of  this  nation 
are  in  favor  of  the  destruction  of  an  in¬ 
nocent  unborn  child.” 

Citing  the  American  principles  of  “life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,”  she 
called  for  a  “new  American  revolution” 
in  which  members  of  all  religions  “stand 
together  in  defense  of  our  shared 
heritage”  and  “the  inalienable  rights  of 
the  unborn.” 

The  convention  adopted  resolutions 
submitted  by  the  board  of  directors 
which  reaffirmed  its  intention  to  “work 
with  renewed  determination  towards  the 
goals  of  life,  liberty  and  justice  for  all;” 
to  overturn  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decisions 
upsetting  abortion  laws  in  most  states;  to 
urge  delegates  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  to  “maintain  the 
party's  traditional  policy  which  upholds 
the  principles  of  equal  rights  for  all  by 
repudiating  the  anti-life  position 
recommended  by  the  platform  com¬ 
mittee.” 


No  time  for  rocking  chair  chats 

‘Miss  Minnie,’  88,  serves  church,  sees  world 


By  GAIL  KING 

HENDERSON,  Ky.  —  It  is  hard  to  get 
an  interview  with  Mrs.  Oscar  Moore. 

This  busy  88-year  old  organist’s  sche¬ 
dule  of  two  Sunday  services,  weekly 
choir  practice,  along  with  weddings  and 
funerals,  leaves  her  little  time  for  any 
non-professional  activities.  The  schedule 
has  changed  little  since  she  became 
organist  for  Henderson’s  First  United 
Methodist  Church  47  years  ago. 

Since  1929,  the  church  has  had  15 
ministers,  several  music  directors,  four 
remodelings  and  a  major  overhaul  on  the 
Pilcher  organ  —  “Miss  Minnie"  Moore 
has  remained  constant. 

Nor  would  vacation  month  be  the  time 
to  settle  Miss  Minnie  down  for  a  rocking 


Raise  Funds  With 

D/SH  TOWELS 

Profits  to  50c  each  or  mare!  25x40  lint-free 
cotton.  Hemmed.  Only  $49.50  per  100  FOB 
Minneapolis.  Send  check  or  money  order  to: 
JERMEL  SALES  CO.,  Dept.  T.  3009  Nicollet 
Ave.,  Minneapolis.  Minn.  55408. 


Don’t  blame  your  age 
for  poor  hearing 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  non¬ 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  of  its  kind  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
answering  this  advertisement. 
Send  for  this  non-operating  model 
to  see  how  tiny  hearing  help  can 
1m*.  It’s  yours  to  keep,  free.  The 
actual  aid  weighs  less  than  a  third 
of  an  ounce,  and  it's  all  at  ear 
level,  in  one  unit. 

Hick-  models  are  free,  so  write  for 
\ ours  now.  Thousands  have  al¬ 
ready  been  mailed,  so  write  toda> 
to  Dept  4600  Beltone  Electronics 
Corp..  4201  W.  Victoria  St.,  (.hi- 
^ra£o^JUinoi^>0646^^^^^^^^^^ 


chair  chat.  Every  August  she  leaves  her 
jobs  and  takes  off  —  Mexico,  Cape  Cod, 
Texas,  the  American  West,  and  finally, 
Europe  where  she  spent  her  83rd 
birthday.  This  year  she  hopes  to  cele¬ 
brate  her  89th  with  a  return  trip  to 
Canada. 

Miss  Minnie  prizes  souvenirs  from 
these  trips,  especially  organ  scores  and 
recordings.  She  treasures  her  huge 
collection  of  organ  music  —  secular  and 
sacred,  classic  and  folk,  even  a  selection 
of  Jewish  music  left  from  her  20  year 
stint  as  a  synagogue  organist.  She  claims 
no  favorites,  “Whatever  I’m  playing  at 
the  moment  is  my  favorite.” 

However,  she  does  have  one  steadfast 
rule:  “Music  for  a  worship  service 
should  be  classical  and  meditative.” 

For  years  she  gave  freely  of  her  time 
and  talents  providing  the  background  for 
high  school  vocal  and  instrumental 
soloists.  Her  youthful  spirit  and  sense  of 
humor  made  her  a  favorite  chaperone  on 
choir  and  band  trips.  She  is  well  loved 
among  Henderson  soloists  for  her 
thoughtfulness,  sensitivity  and  versa¬ 
tility. 

Miss  Minnie  has  witnessed  many 
changes  since  she  began  playing  pro¬ 
fessionally  in  1908.  “It  used  to  be,"  she 
says,  “that  funerals  were  held  in  the 
home  and  no  funeral  was  complete 


Attention  Churches 
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1975  Dodge  Sportsman 

1 5  Passenger 

Buy  -  Rent  -  Lease 

Contact  J  Y  Tingle 
Longhorn  Dodge  Inc 
2401  W  7th  St  .  Fort  Worth,  Tex  76107 
(817  1  335  7331  /Vtetro  429  0121 
(214)  262  2244  (Dallas) 


without  a  male  quartet.  Getting  four  men 
together  in  the  middle  of  the  day  was  no 
easy  task  and  those  home  pianos  could  be 
awful.”  Now  she  plays  for  as  many  as 
three  funerals  a  day  in  churches  or  at  the 
funeral  home  where  she  has  been 
organist  since  1940. 

Longevity  and  musical  talent  are 
strong  characteristics  in  Minnie  Moore's 
family.  Her  father,  a  practicing  phy¬ 
sician  for  over  50  years,  led  the  singing  in 
his  congregation  right  up  until  his  death 
at  86.  He  saw  that  his  daughters  had  the 


best  music  lessons  available.  They 
learned  to  play  the  violin,  piano  and 
organ  and  when  he  bought  one  of  the  first 
cars  in  Henderson,  his  girls  learned  to 
drive.  Nowadays,  Miss  Minnie’s  small 
car  helps  her  stay  punctual. 

Very  little  can  keep  her  from  her 
commitments.  Several  years  ago  she  fell 
and  broke  her  ankle  on  Thursday.  On 
Sunday  she,  complete  with  cast,  was 
back  at  the  organ  as  usual. 

Mrs.  King,  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Henderson  church,  is  a  free-lance  writer. 


Withdrawal  of  bill  called  6 disappointing ’ 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  A  United 
Methodist  mission  official  has  expressed 
disappointment  in  the  withdrawal  of 
proposed  legislation  which  would  have 
prohibited  the  Central  Intelligence 
Agency  <  CIA  >  from  using  missionaries  in 
intelligence  gathering. 

“One  would  have  hoped  for  more  from 
Sen.  (Mark)  Hatfield  w'ith  the  sensitivity 
he  has  shown  to  the  issue.”  commented 
the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Germany  when 
notified  the  Republican  senator  from 
Oregon  had  withdrawn  his  proposed 
legislation  following  issuance  of  a  new 
CIA  regulation  barring  CIA  use  of 
American  clergy  or  missionaries  abroad. 

Dr.  Germany,  an  executive  with  the 
world  division  of  the  United  Methodist 


Board  of  Global  Ministries,  noted  the  new 
CIA  policy  carried  no  such  restrictions  on 
those  persons  in  the  U.S. 

“The  mere  fact  that  a  missionary  is  not 
in  the  country  of  his  or  her  service  but  is 
temporarily  on  furlough  in  this  country 
cannot  mean  all  of  the  sensitivities  which 
have  applied  in  terms  of  trust  relation¬ 
ships  and  credibility  were  suddenly 
diminished,”  he  said.  “For  a  missionary 
to  be  approached  and  interviewed  by  the 
CIA  while  in  this  country  on  furlough  .  .  . 
w'ould  be  just  as  destructuve  of  the 
relationship  of  the  missionary  and  the 
church  and  community  he  or  she  is 
serving  overseas  as  if  the  contact  were 
made  there.” 


prelate  told  Religious  News  Service 
during  an  interview  at  the  New  York  ar¬ 
chdiocesan  headquarters  here.  “The 
charismatic  renewal,  I  believe,  is  some¬ 
thing  which  can  bring  people  back 
to  Christ,  make  them  committed  to 
Christ  .  .  .  and  which  may  be  the  real 
savior  of  our  youth  who  are  the  hope  of 
the  church  today.” 

During  his  interview  at  the  Catholic 
Center,  he  expressed  dismay  at  the 
popularity  of  cults  and  sects  in  the  U.S.  — 
mentioning  such  examples  as  Trans¬ 
cendental  Meditation,  Hari  Krishna  the 
followers  of  Maharaj  Ji  and  the 
Unification  Church  of  the  Rev.  Sun 
Myung  Moon  —  and  said  many  American 
Christians  are  exchanging  the  “pearls” 
of  belief  in  Christ  for  the  “trinkets”  of 
cults,  many  of  which  have  been 
discredited  in  the  East. 

I  can  only  believe  that  Christians  here 
have  not  imbibed  fully  of  Christ .  .  .  are 
not  fully  rooted  in  Christ  ...  or  they 
would  realize  that  their  spiritual  hungers 
can  never  be  satisfied  by  anyone  but 
Christ,  Who  alone  gives  the  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  —  true  peace  and  joy,”  the 
archbishop  said. 

Speaking  gently  in  a  soft  Indian  accent, 
he  acknowledged  that  there  are  spiritual 
values  in  Eastern  religions  such  as 
Hinduism,  but  he  said  “these  are 
preliminary  and  incomplete  values  — 
like  the  Old  Testament  —  which  need  to 
be  completed  by  Christ.” 

Emphasizing  his  conviction  that  the 
charismatic  renewal  is  a  current  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  “power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  world,”  he  said  that  in  India 
many  Hindus  are  finding  “something 
more”  in  the  charismatic  movement  and 
recognizing  the  joy  and  peace  and  love 
reflected  In  charismatics  there. 

Archbishop  Arokiaswamy  said  there 
are  currently  three  centers  of  the 
charismatic  Renewal  in  India  —  Bom¬ 
bay,  Bangalore  and  Goa  —  and  that  the 
movement  was  brought  to  Bombay 
initially  by  Americans.  He  said  there  are 
now  more  than  40  charismatic  commun¬ 
ities  there,  and  the  smaller  number  of 
groups  in  Goa  and  Bangalore  are 
growing. 

Admitting  that  he  had  been  skeptical 
about  the  Pentecostal  phenomena  —  as 
most  of  the  Indian  Catholic  bishops  still 
are  —  Archbishop  Arokiaswamy  said  he 
saw  the  experience  change  people’s  lives 
and  “I  began  to  see  it  must  be  from 
God.” 


church-wide  commission  to 
execute  and  coordinate  the 
concern  that  racial  and  ethnic  groups  be 
enabled,  encouraged,  and  supported  in 
achieving  ‘full  human  development’  as 
well  as  equal  opportunities  and  ad¬ 
vantages,  in  both  church  and  society.”. 

Although  blacks  are  increasing  as  a 
proportion  of  the  U.S.  population,  they 
are  decreasing  as  a  proportion  of 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  study  found. 

Of  10,025,137  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1973,  blacks  num¬ 
bered  353,326.  Of  the  2,942,369  in  the; 
Southeast  150,334  were  black. 

Black  churches  had  higher  par¬ 
ticipation  in  services  of  worship  and 
lower  in  church  schools  in  comparison  to 
all  churches.  Half  of  the  black  pastors  did 
not  live  in  parsonages  and  only  three  out 
of  10  parsonages  were  in  good  repair.  The 
salaries  of  black  pastors  were  found  to  be 
much  lower  than  white  pastors.  A  third 
earned  income  from  other  sources  and 
spouses  held  jobs  outside  the  home  in 
nearly  half  the  situations. 

Black  pastors  were  on  the  move  more 
than  white  pastors.  There  was  a  large 
migration  of  pastors  out  of  the  Southeast. 
Many  highly  qualified  blacks  moved 
from  parishes  to  special  appointments. 
The  report  called  this  “providing  black 
leadership  in  the  bureaucracy  at  the 
expense  of  local  churches.” 

Nearly  half  of  the  black  pastors  were  55 
years  of  age  or  more,  compared  to  only  a 
fourth  of  white  pastors.  Said  the  study: 
“Unless  successful  recruitment  and 
educational  programs  for  future  black 
pastors  are  launched  immediately,  the 
future  of  black  churches  in  United 
Methodism  is  not  bright.” 

The  study  found  opinions  about  the 
merger  of  all-white  and  all-black  annual 
conferences  and  about  the  future  of  black 
pastors  “generally  positive.” 

Reviewing  the  many  comments 
received  in  the  survey,  the  authors  said: 
“There  may  be  more  openness  and 
willingness  to  move  faster  and  farther 
toward  justice,  equity,  and  equality  of 
opportunity  for  oppressed  minorities 
than  church  leaders  have  realized. 

“In  between  the  Bicentennials  of  the 
nation  (1976)  and  of  United  Methodism 
(1984)  would  seem  an  appropriate  time 
for  confession  and  celebration  of  the  past 
and  a  call  for  daring  and  radical,  actions 
for  the  future,”  the  report  concluded. 

Funds  become 
available  for 
ethnic  churches 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)— A  half  million 
dollars  in  unexpected  receipts  from  the 
World  Service  fund  has  been  allocated  to 
ethnic  minority  local  church  develop¬ 
ment  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  committee,  in  a  special  meeting 
here  June  30,  assigned  supervision  of 
expenditures  of  the  funds  to  the  National 
Division.  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division,  said  his  division  had 
not  planned  how  the  funds  would  be  used, 
but  “would  start  to  work  on  it  right 
away.” 

Ethnic  minority  local  church 
development  is  one  of  the  denomination’s 
missional  priorities  as  voted  by  the 
General  Conference  which  met  April  27- 
May  8  in  Portland,  Ore.  The  goal  is  to 
keep  the  United  Methodist  ethnic 
minority  churches  viable  in  the 
predominately  white  9.9  million-member 
denomination. 

Funds  for  the  development  of  ethnic 
minority  churches  are  earmarked  for 
ministerial  education  and  recruitment, 
salary  supplements,  local  church  nurture 
and  outreach  ministries.  Also  included  is 
a  category  for  unanticipated  needs. 


Classified 

Rat«:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  for  blind  ads 
$1.00  per  Insertion. 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your  congre¬ 
gation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller.  United  Church 
Directories,  Box  7733,  Waco.  Texas  78710. 

WANTED:  Director  of  Music,  Youth-Drama  In 

ORGANIST  POSITION  OPEN:  Excellent  op¬ 
portunity  for  qualified  person.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact  Robert  Woodham,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  411  W.  Turner.  Clearwater,  Fla.  33818 

2100-member  church.  Direct  children,  youth  and 
adult  choirs,  work  with  youth  counselors  and  In¬ 
formal  Sunday  evening  youth  groups.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  M.  Buren  Stewart.  2833 

YOUNG  ADULTS  -  Don’t  miss  the  article  "A 
PUgrlmmage  Through  the  Epistle  of  James”  by 
Donald  Charles  Lacy  In  the  June- July- August,  1976 
Issue  of  "Cross-Talk”  published  by  Graded  Press  In 
Nashville.  Tennessee.  The  article  Is  an  excellent 
leaders'  guide  for  the  Letter  of  James.  Pastor  Lacy 

Is  the  author  of  GEMS  FROM  JAMES  ($4.95).  which 

Is  available  from  Cokesbury  and  other  major 
booksellers. 

1870. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and  comfort  of 
your  church.  We  specialize  In  permanently  attached 
cushions.  For  Information,  contact:  Randall's 
Upholstery.  408  S.  College,  Waxahachie,  Texas. 
Phone  (214)  937-3680. 

SPEND  PLEASANT  HOURS  at  Hartley  Towers  - 

SALE  —  VACATION  HOME.  38  acre  hilltop  near 
Wesley  Woods.  2  bedroom,  sleeping  deck,  stone 
fireplace,  carpet,  furnished,  porch,  fruit,  game. 
$27,500  by  owner.  (814  )  734-3957. 

Retirement  Residence  Rooms  -  efficiency  -  suites. 
Near  churches  -  shopping  area.  Temple.  Texas. 

HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  Married  couples  with 
no  dependents.  Salary,  meals,  laundry  service, 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordinators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours.  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs. 
Fla.  33166. 

surance  and  retirement  programs  are  available. 
Must  be  non-smokers,  non-drinkers,  high  school 
graduate.  Write  Holston  Methodist  Home,  P.O.  Box 
188.  Greenevllle,  Tennessee  37743. 

DELUX  MOTOR  COACH  tours  with  experienced 
escorts,  prices  include  everything  except  noon  day 
meals  -  no  tipping  -  no  hidden  extras  -  hill  refund 
policy  -  Grand  Ole  Opry  -  July  23  departure.  4  days 
$150.  California  Circle  tour  -  2  departures  June  and 
July,  15  days  $525.  Eastern  Canada  -  Gaspe  Penln- 

DIAMOND  LODGE,  located  close  to  Durango. 
Colorado,  Is  owned  and  operated  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  1330  Main  SL.  Houston.  Texas 
77002.  Phone:  (713  )  652-2999.  Write  or  phone  for  In¬ 
formation  or  reservations. 

tember  Foliage  departure.  19  days  $753.  Pacific 
Northwest.  August  7  and  8  departure.  22  days  $860. 
New  England  fall  foliage.  September  27,  13  days. 
$545.  Write  for  brochure  and  day  by  day  details:  Dan 
DlpertTour,  Box  580.  Arlington, Tex.  76010.  (817  )  265- 
2236. 

PARISH  ASSISTANT  POSITION  WANTED:  Have 
music  ed.  degree  w -choral  emphasis.  Previous 
church  experience  as  director  choir  program, 
college  ministry,  pastoral  Intern.  Am  excited  about 
many  areas  of  unordalned  ministry:  visitation, 
nursing  home  ministry,  music,  youth.  Good 
references  from  previous  head  pastors.  John  F. 
McClean.  Route  1.  Wilton.  Iowa  52778. 

HEART  OF  AFRICA  Conducted  Tour  Nov.  ’78.  Write 
for  brochure:  Gaston  Foote.  Texas  Christian  Univ. 

Your  purchasing  agent  for  even  better  prices 
orf  church  furnishings,  equipment,  ap¬ 
pointments  school  and  office  equipment. 

PASTOR  S  BUYING  SERVICE 

Box  107 

Highland  Park,  III. 

60035 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  H1U  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St.. 
Oakland.  Calif.  94612.  , 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30  years  In 
business.  Samples,  price  lists,  testimonials  sent  on 
request.  412-A  South  St.  Paul,  Dallas.  Texas  75201, 
(214)-747-4540. 
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This  Week: 
SCJ  Meeting 
School  of  Mission 


M  orhl  Methodist  Conference 


Louisiana  Conference 
to  be  well  represented 


A  large  contingent  of  Louisianans  will 
represent  this  conference  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  when  the  World  Methodist 
Council  convenes  in  conjunction  with  the 
World  Methodist  Conference.  Council 
members  from  our  conference  are  Dr. 
Clyde  Frazier  of  Monroe  and  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson  of  Alexandria.  These  and  a 
number  of  others  will  attend  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  meeting.  They 
are:  The  Reverend  Ray  Branton,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Leonard  Haynes,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Blount,  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Webb  Pomeroy,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Leonard  Cooke,  Dr.  John  Bayliss, 


Dr.  Harvey  Williamson 


Mr.  Tom  Matheny,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth 
McDowell.  Miss  J.  Vemita  Booker,  and 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  L.  Dykes% 

The  Conference  will  convene  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  August  25-31,  1976.  Many  of  the 
delegates  will  take  short  trips  through 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  before  or 
after  the  Conference. 


Ashley  T.  Law  presents 
Bicentennial  painting 

Ashley  Taswell 
Law  —  preacher, 
painter,  philan¬ 
thropist,  patriot  — 
they  all  add  up  to 
man  of  God  who 
lives  and  has  lived 
life  completely, 
endowed  with  my¬ 
riad  talents.  His 
latest  contribution 
is  a  “Bicentennial 
Painting”  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Gerald  Ford 
and  Mrs.  Ford,  with 
the  Capitol  and  the 
White  House  in  the 
background.  The 
painting  was  de¬ 
livered  to  the  White 
House  during  the 

last  week  of  June,  The  Rev.  Ashley  T. 
by  the  Rev.  Ashley  Ford. 

T.  Law,  accompanied  by  his  friend  Con¬ 
gressman  Joe  D.  Waggonner  (who  was  a 
member  of  Reverend  Mr.  Law’s  congre¬ 
gation  at  one  time). 

Having  studied  art  at  a  number  of  the 
finest  art  schools  on  this  continent  and  in 
Europe,  Mr.  Law  is  the  recipient  of 
numerous  honors  for  his  paintings.  He  is 
also  a  veteran  of  the  First  World  War.  A 
large  portrait  of  a  French  Girl,  which 
won  first  place  while  he  was  studying  in 
Paris,  was  exhibited  widely  in  this 
country,  and  now  hangs  in  the  Pentagon 
in  Washington,  D.  C. 

After  World  War  I,  Mr.  Law  notes  that 

Superintendent  needed  im mediately  at  Sager-Brown  School 

Announcement  has  been  received  that 
a  Superintendent  for  the  Sager-Brown 
School,  Baldwin,  La.,  is  needed  im¬ 
mediately. 

Qualifications  to  be  considered  are  a 
college  degree,  preferably  a  Master’s  or 
its  equivalent,  with  hours  in  Christian 
Education  or  Religion  and  Philosophy, 


Law  and  portrait  of  President  and  Mrs. 


he  .  .  heard  an  audible  voice  from 
Heaven  calling .  .  him  to  the  ministry. 
After  training  in  theology,  he  served  for 
many  years  in  the  ministry,  most  of 
which  were  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
for  31  years.  He  now  lives  in  Shreveport, 
where  he  paints  with  the  same  vigor  and 
talent  that  has  always  been  successful.  A 
recent  portrait  of  Oral  Roberts  and  Mrs. 
Roberts  was  presented  to  them  at  Oral 
Roberts  University  last  Fall. 

All  monies  earned  as  Artist  are  used  by 
the  Rev.  Ashley  Law  for  Christian 
Missions  and  “.  .  .  spreading  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.” 


and  hours  in  Child  Psychology. 

Special  consideration  will  be  given  to 
missionaries,  deaconesses,  or  ministers  - 
providing  they  satisfactorily  meet  the 
other  requirements.  Resumes,  including 
references,  should  be  sent  to:  Mrs.  Alva 
M.  Charatain,  P.O.  Box  443,  Baldwin,  La. 
70514. 


j  Mrs.  Carl  F.  Lueg  $ 
i  dies  in  Shreveport  I; 

Mrs.  Carl  F.  (Marjorie  Culpepper  £ 
McBride)  Lueg  died  in  Shreveport  £ 
on  June  30,  following  a  long  illness.  :ji 
Wife  of  Shreveport  District  £ 
Superintendent  Carl  F.  Lueg,  she  :j| 
was  known  and  loved  throughout  the  £ 
Conference.  Her  many  friends,  jjj 
through  this  newspaper,  express  £ 
their  sincere  sympathy  to  Doctor  * 
Lueg  and  the  family. 

A  splendid  example  of  a  dedicated  £ 
Christian,  this  wonderful  lady  had  £ 
spent  her  43  years  of  married  life  £ 
serving  the  ministry  throughout  the  £ 
state.  Wherever  she  went  she  was  a  $ 
part  of  the  community  life  and  £ 
worked  faithfully  in  all  phases  of  £ 
church  activity.  Her  beauty  of  spirit  £ 
and  of  person  were  close  to  legend.  £ 
During  her  recent  illness  her  gen-  £ 
tleness  and  strength  of  character  £ 
were  highlighted  by  her  cheerful  £ 
attitude,  which  proved  to  be  an  in-  :• 
spi ration  to  all  who  knew  her.  •: 

She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  £ 
mother,  and  her  fine  family  and  £ 
Christian  home  attest  to  this  fact.  As  jj 
a  minister’s  wife,  as  well  as  a  person  £ 
in  her  own  right,  she  cast  a  special  £ 
glow  wherever  she  went.  She  will  be  £: 
missed;  and  she  will  be  long  £• 
remembered.  £ 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  £ 
and  the  following  children:  Carl  F.  $ 
Jr.,  of  Harlingen,  Tex.;  David  Noel,  £ 
of  Shreveport;  and  Mark  Christian,  £ 
of  New  Orleans.  Two  sisters,  Mrs.  £ 
W.  W.  Meredith  and  Mrs.  Harvey  £ 
jS  Williamson  of  Jonesboro,  also  £ 
£  survive.  Four  grandchildren  are  £ 
•j:  among  the  survivors:  Erin,  Erica,  $ 
Lisa  and  Mark. 

•j:  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
£  at  First  Church  in  Shreveport  on  £ 
£  July  1.  with  Bishop  Finis  A.  £ 
£  Crutchfield  officiating,  assisted  by  •: 
£  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Pastor.  Interment  :• 
v  fpllowedinJqn^bqrq . . £ 

SCJ  Fellowship  of 
CM  Musicians  to  meet 

A  special  music  institute,  sponsored  by 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodist 
Musicians  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  will  be  held  July  26-29,  1976 
at  Oklahoma  City  University.  An  exciting 
week  is  planned. 

Purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  have  a 
fellowship  with  other  church  musicians, 
to  find  new  resources  and  materials,  to 
learn  new  methods,  and  to  be  “inspired 
and  re-charged.”  Leading  the  week-long 
event  will  be  Will  K.  Andress,  Fred 
Elder,  and  Thom  C.  Jones,  all  well- 
known  in  the  field  of  church  music. 

Dr.  Andress,  will  head  the  group  on 
choral  resources,  offering  choral  and 
vocal  helps,  repertoire,  methods,  choir 
organization,  children,  youth,  adults; 
and  considering  recruitment-mainte¬ 
nance.  Dr.  Andress  is  the  popular 
Minister  of  Music  at  First  Church 
Shreveport,  and  is  noted  director  of  the 
Centenary  Choir. 

Dr.  Elder  will  lead  the  group  on  Organ 
Resourced.  He  has  received  extensive 
training  in  this  country  and  abroad,  and 
is  currently  serving  as  organist  at  Boston 
Avenue  Church  in  Tulsa,  and  is  assistant 
professor  of  organ  and  piano  at  Oral 
Roberts  University.  He  will  offer  organ 
helps  for  practical  service  playing, 
materials  for  services;  seasons,  wed¬ 
dings,  funerals  and  other  special  days. 

Thom  C.  Jones,  who  will  lead  the  group 
on  Worship,  is  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Methodist  Musicians.  Both 
minister  and  musician,  his  experience 
also  covers  Broadway  shows  and 
television  programs.  He  will  focus  on 
worship  with  “  ...  an  open  mind,”  and 
will  consider  such  questions  as  “Are  we 
in  a  rut?  And  what  can  be  done?” 


Bishop  in 

Ecumenical 

Service 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  significant  ecumenical  and 
interfaith  service  at  the  St.  Louis 
Cathedral  in  New  Orleans  on  the  Fourth 
of  July  at  noon.  Some  of  the  other  par¬ 
ticipants  before  a  crowded  Cathedral 
were  Archbishop  Philip  M.  Hannan  of  the 
Archdiocese  of  New  Orleans;  Rabbi 
Murray  Blackman  and  Dr.  David  Mason, 
executive  director  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches. 

Wednesday,  prior  to  Jurisdictional 
Conference  Bishop  Crutchfield  attended 
the  last  quadrennial  meeting  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Chaplains  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  Last  Sunday,  prior  to 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference  he  was  the 
preacher  in  St.  Paul  Church,  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  host  church  for  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  This  church  is 
presently  served  by  Dr.  Clarence  J. 
Forsberg  as  pastor,  and  one  of  its  former 
distinguished  pastors  was  Bishop  Gerald 
A.  Kennedy  before  he  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  is  immediate  past- 
president  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops. 


One  year  old  church 
gives  $1200  to  foundation 

The  Saint  Timothy  Church,  on  the 
North  Shore  in  Mandeville  in  the 
Hammond  District,  gave  $1,200  to 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  through  distribution  of  the 
Bicentennial  Medallions! 

This  is  a  remarkable  contribution, 
when  it  must  be  noted  that  the 
church  is  only  one  year  old,  and 
because  the  membership  is 
primarily  made  up  of  young  adults 
who  gave  almost  $10  per  member  for 
this  cause!  (And  this  is  CAUSE  for 
celebration!) 


Pine  Grove  Church 
envisions  new  sanctuary 

$121  Cake 

From  Pine  Grove  Church,  Minden, 
comes  this  word:  “Praise  the  Lord,  if 
enthusiasm  counts,  Pine  Grove  Church 
...  is  well  on  her  way  to  a  brand  new 
sanctuary.” 

This  prayerful  praise  was  interpreted 
with  a  description  of  activity  surrounding 
the  enthusiasm.  When  the  congregation 
decided  they  needed  a  new  sanctuary, 
they  immediately  set  to  work,  and  within 
two  weeks  time  they  had  set  in  motion 
several  fund  raising  activities,  such  as  a 
variety  show  and  cake  auction.  They 
gained  community  support,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  spokesman,  (and  without 
any  particular  organization)  a  kind  of 
“fair”  took  place,  complete  with  country 
band,  a  gospel  trio,  and  many  other 
participants.  One  big  seller  was  a  doll 
cake  which  was  sold  for  $121.  The  Rev. 
Robert  F.  Honaker  is  pastor.  Other  ef¬ 
forts  are  under  way. 

New  appointments 


announced 


The  following  appointments,  effective 
July  15,  have  been  announced  by  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  and  the  Cabinet: 

Henry  Rhyan  was  assigned  to  the 
Leesville,  Mt.  Zion-Macedonia  charge; 
and  Henry  Gage  was  assigned  to  Bald¬ 
win,  Trinity-Walmsley. 

It,s  Chairman  .  .  . 


Carlos  and  Saroj  Welch  present  work  in  India  regardless  of  sex 


Carlos  and  Saroj  Welch,  well  known  in 
our  Conference  as  missionaries  in  India, 
are  presently  in  Louisiana  making 
presentations  to  church  congregations. 
They  arrived  in  Shreveport  in  early  May, 
and  made  their  first  appearance  at  St. 
Luke's  Church  there. 

The  Welches'  work  in  India  is  as 
members  of  the  Clergy  of  the  United 
Church  of  South  India.  They  work  in  a 
Counseling  Centre  in  Vellore,  India, 


training  clergy  and  church  members  in 
counseling  skills  and  how  to  advise 
others  in  their  prime  responsibilities  as 
Christians.  Dr.  Welch  is  acting  director 
of  the  Centre. 

Pictures  have  been  sent  to  us  from  the 
Rev.  James  Poole,  St.  Luke’s  pastor  ;  and 
from  Trinity  Church  in  Ruston.  The 
Welches  were  at  Trinity  recently,  one  of 
the  churches  in  our  Conference  which 


contributes  to  their  support.  They  were  in 
Slidell  at  First  Church  (another  sup- 
sporting  church)  on  June  20th,  where  they 
took  part  in  both  worship  services,  and 
met  with  Sunday  School  classes. 

The  Welches  are  on  a  three-month 
furlough  to  pursue  further  studies  and 
training  in  counseling  and  psycho¬ 
therapy.  Traveling  with  them  is  Dr.  Ama 
Burrell  from  India. 


a<n 


At  St.  Luke's  Church:  James  Poole,  pastor;  Carlos  Welch; 
Arun  Welch  (son);  Saroj  Welch;  Yasmine  Welch  (daughter 
and  student  at  Centenary) ;  and  Yasmine's  roommate,  Beverly 
Finley. 


Dr.  Merlin  Merrill  of  Trinity  is  shown  with  the  Welches  and 
son,  Arun. 


The  20th  Convention  of  the  National 
Association  of  Parliamentarians  in  San 
Francisco,  composed  of  both  males  and 
females,  passed  the  following  resolution: 

“Whereas,  Parliamentary  Law  has  a 
language  all  its  own;  and 
Whereas,  In  olden  times  the  one 
presiding  was  the  only  person  provided 
with  a  chair,  while  others  sat  on  benches, 
hence  he  was  called  the  Chairman;  and 
Whereas,  No  parliamentary  law 
authority  or  dictionary  recognizes  the 
word  Chairperson;  and 
Whereas,  Since  time  immemorial  the 
term  ’Mister  Chairman’  or  ‘Madam 
Chairman’  has  always  been  employed  to 
differentiate  between  sexes;  and 
Whereas,  Further  effort  toward  sex 
differentiation  is  redundant  and  con¬ 
trived,  now  therefore  be  it 
Resolved  That  Organizations  and 
parliamentarians  of  the  National 
Association  of  Parliamentarians  must 
use  the  term  Chairman  instead  of 
‘Chairperson’  and  be  it 
Resolved  that  all  N.A.P.  members 
should  habitually  stress  the  principle 
that  the  word  Chairman  belongs  to  the 
title  of  the  office  the  same  as  the  title  of 
President  or  Secretary. ” 

(AMEN)  * 

*The  last  bracketed  item  is  an  editorial 
comment. 


Bishop’s  Message 

On  June  25  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ruled  that  no  private 
school  could  be  operated  on  a  basis  of  racial  segregation.  The  ruling  is  a  definite 
setback  to  those  who  years  ago  organized  schools  to  avoid  integration.  Public 
reaction  includes  statements  from  some,  saying  that  this  ruling  will  result  in 
tokenism,  and  will  prove  ineffective.  Regardless,  the  dam  has  been  broken,  the 
tide  will  pour  through.  We  may  be  thankful  for  that. 

The  ruling  of  the  court  has  no  bedring  on  any  institutions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  this  state,  since  no  elementary  or  secondary  schools  are 
presently  using  United  Methodist  property,  and  the  church  is  sponsoring  none 
of  these.  Without  passing  judgment  on  anyone  who  affirms  private  elementary 
education,  I  must  say  that  we  Methodists  are  committed  to  doing  all  that  we  can 
to  support  the  public  school  system,  to  bring  academic  excellence  to  it,  and  to 
stimulate  public  interest  in  the  same. 

Ultimately  we  must  have  a  stronger,  better,  enriched  public  school  system; 
otherwise  society  will  be  the  loser. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Mrs.  Emma  Arnold  King  dies  in  New  Orleans 


By  ROBERT  F.  HARRINGTON 
Mrs.  Emma  Arnold  King,  wife  of  the 
late  Bishop  Willis  J.  King  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  died  in  Methodist 
Hospital  Tuesday  morning,  June  29,  after 
being  confined  almost  two  weeks.  She 
was  a  native  of  Georgia,  having  been 
born  in  Atlanta  where  her  father  served 
Methodist  churches  both  as  a  pastor  and 
as  a  district  superintendent. 

Early  in  life  she  developed  an  interest 
in  children  and  their  welfare.  Mrs.  King 
then  prepared  herself  as  a  teacher  in  the 
public  school  system  of  Atlanta,  where 
she  worked  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  1944  Mrs.  King  was  wed  to  Bishop 
Willis  J.  King  who  had  just  been  elected 
to  the  episcopacy  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  after  having  worked  in  the  field 
of  theological  education  for  28  years  at 
Gammon  Theological  seminary  in 
Atlanta.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  King  were 
assigned  to  Liberia,  West  Africa,  where 
they  labored  until  1953  when  they  came 
back  to  the  United  States  with  assign¬ 
ment  to  the  New  Orleans  Area,  as  it  was 
known  then,  covering  the  states  of  Texas, 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  with  a 
responsibility  for  the  black  work,  since 
the  United  Methodist  Church  had  not 
merged  at  that  time. 

From  headquarters  at  631  Baronne 


Street,  New  Orleans,  where  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate  was  published  and 
other  offices  were  housed,  Mrs.  King 
worked  with  her  husband  in  the  far 
stretches  of  the  Area.  In  1960  they  ac¬ 
cepted  retirement,  making  their  home  in 
New  Orleans.  Mrs.  King,  who  had  a  keen 
interest  in  the  Y.W.C.A.  (with  which  she 
had  worked  professionally  before 
becoming  a  teacher),  continued  her 
volunteer  work  with  that  organization,  as 
well  as  with  the  United  Methodist  Women 
and  the  Parsonettes. 

Among  the  survivors  are  a  step¬ 
daughter.  Mrs.  Velma  King  Bannerman 
of  Jacksonville.  Florida;  a  niece  whom 
Mrs.  King  reared,  Mrs.  Roberta  Arnold 
Lyles  of  Chicago,  and  other  relatives. 

With  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
resident  bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area 
officiating,  funeral  services  were  held  on 
Friday  morning,  July  1,  in  Bethany 
Church,  New  Orleans.  Assisting  Bishop 
Crutchfield  were  the  Reverends  Robert 
F.  Harrington,  Area  Provost;  William  L. 
Jones,  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  and  Rev. 
Edward.  R.  Thomas,  Ruston,  Cabinet 
Chairman,  representing  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

The  remains  were  sent  to  Atlanta  for 
interment  in  the  Arnold  Plot  in  Southview 
Cemetery. 


Exchange  of  pulpits  announced 


Robert  L.  Peyton  to  England 
The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  West  Monroe,  and  the  Rev. 
Bertram  Wood,  a  Methodist  pastor  from 
Hitchin,  England,  are  exchanging 
pastorates  for  the  period  of  July  6-19. 
They  will  live  in  each  others  parsonages, 
drive  each  others  cars  and  carry  on  the 


Bertram  Wood  to  West  Monroe 
regular  pastoral  duties  in  the  churches 
involved. 

The  exchange  was  arranged  by  The 
Methodist  World  Council,  and  annually 
one  or  more  pastors  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  usually  participate  in  ex¬ 
changes  of  this  type. 


Local  church  histories  received  by  Centenary  Archives 


Local  churches  are  responding  in 
record  number  to  the  invitation  to  deposit 
their  church  histories  in  the  Conference 
Archives  in  the  Centenary  Library. 
According  to  Diane  Kaplan,  Archivist, 
the  donations  are  overwhelming  and  add 
much  value  to  the  history  of  the  (United) 
Methodist  Church  depository.  On  behalf 
of  the  Library,  Ms.  Kaplan  wishes  this 
newspaper  to  pass  along  a  word  of  thanks 
for  fine  cooperation. 

If  other  churches  have  completed 
histories  (printed,  typed,  or  even 
newspaper  articles)  please  send  these 
along  to  the  Cline  Room  at  the  Centenary 


Library. 

The  following  churches  have  sent  their 
histories  since  May  1:  Summer  Grove 
First,  Natchitoches;  Southside,  Monroe 
Caddo  Heights;  Mangum  Memorial 
Bossier  City;  St.  Luke’s,  Shreveport 
Morningside,  Shreveport,  Stonewall 
Blanchard;  Broadmoor,  Shreveport. 

Also,  McGowan  Memorial;  Lydia;  St. 
Mark's,  Monroe;  Wynn  Memorial; 
Longstreet,  College  Avenue,  Nat¬ 
chitoches;  Bethel,  Logansport;  Mt.  Zion, 
Logansport;  Vivian;  Sicily  Island; 
Harrisonburg;  Forest  Hill;  First, 
Bastrop.  Marion;  and  First,  Alexandria. 


Istrouma  is  young  at  heart 


Shown  is  part  of  the  “Young  at  Heart”  Club  of  Istrouma  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  at 
an  ice  cream  social  held  in  their  honor.  Pictured  with  them  is  the  pastor  and  his  wife, 
Rev  and  Mrs.  Paul  Carroll  and  Associate  Pastor  Rev.  Kathy  Henderson. 
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( 1 0  rift  Is 

New  ‘biblical  infallibility’ 
debate  cannot  be  productive 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Readers  explain  their  silence 


JULY  16,  1976 


More  belated  General  Conference  reactions 


Publication  of  Dr.  Harold  Lindsell’s 
book  '‘The  Battle  for  the  Bible"  (see 
TM/  UMR,  June  25)  threatens  to  reopen 
an  old  and  unproductive  controversy 
among  Christians. 

The  focus  of  Dr.  Lindsell  s  discussion  is 
the  doctrine  of  "biblical  infallibility"  or 
"biblical  inerrancy."  He  implies  that  all 
who  do  not  accept  this  premise  —  in¬ 
cluding  many  fellow  “conservative”  or 
"evangelical"  Christians  — are  not 
really  Christians  at  all.  By  framing  the 
discussion  in  this  way,  Dr.  Lindsell  offers 
nothing  more  than  an  updated 
reassertion  of  rigid,  undiscriminating, 
judgmental  fundamentalism  —  all  in  the 
name  of  "theological  purity." 

In  our  view,  “biblical  infallibility"  and 
"biblical  inerrancy”  simply  cannot  be 
taken  seriously  by  most  Christians.  One 
need  not  be  a  biblical  scholar  to  discover 
through  reading  the  Bible  that  it  con¬ 
tains  minor  contradictions  and  incon¬ 
sistencies.  And  this  admission  need  not, 
as  Dr.  Lindsell  suggests,  lessen  our 
reverence  for  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of 
God  and  "the  sufficient  rule  both  of  faith 
and  of  practice.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  Bible  itself  makes  no  case  for 
"biblical  infallibility."  The  Bible  focuses 
not  on  itself,  but  on  how  God  unceasingly 
seeks  to  bring  His  creatures  into  right 
relationship  with  Himself.  If  we  place  our 
faith  in  the  Bible  rather  than  in  the  God 
-  Father,  Son  and  Spirit  —  which  the 


Bible  reveals  to  us, 


we  are  as  surely 


guilty  of  idolatry  as  if  we  worship  a 
golden  calf,  an  individual  prophet,  or  a 
denominational  tradition.  Uncritical 
idolizing  of  the  Bible  always  has  been  and 
always  will  be  the  Achilles'  heel  of 
fundamentalism. 

Reopening  the  debate  of  “biblical 
infallability"  as  though  it  is  a  new  and 
relevant  issue  can  be  of  little  benefit  to 
Christ  and  His  Kingdom.  Our  time  and 
energy  can  be  better  spent  discussing 
just  what  it  does  mean  for  Christians 
today  to  declare  that  the  Bible  -  despite 
its  fallibility  —  is  God’s  authentic  Word 
for  all  persons.  And  more  will  be  ac¬ 
complished  if  we  spend  our  time  sharing 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  with  those  who  do 
not  accept  it  than  if  we  try  to  force  other 
Christian  believers  to  buy  any  particular 
formulation  of  the  Bible's  meaning. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  prompted  to  reply  to  the  article  of 
June  11  entitled  "Dear  reader:  help  us 
interpret  your  silence  " 

The  paper  was  the  first  that  I’ve  read 
covering  a  General  Conference.  It  is  a 
weekly  —  so  the  news  was  fresh  and 
immediate.  It  gave  the  full  story  and  not 
just  "headlines”  of  controversial  sub¬ 
jects  as  daily  papers  sometimes  report. 

As  a  local,  stay-at-home  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  I  felt  included 
in  the  General  Conference  as  I  read  the 
reports  of  the  subjects  discussed  and  the 
ideas  exchanged  there.  The  human  in¬ 
terest  stories  had  a  worthwhile  value  of 
Christian  concern  for  me,  also. 

Helen  Sovet 

East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island 
Victim  of  own  success 
To  the  Editor: 

With  regard  to  the  disappointment  you 
expressed  because  of  the  lack  of  com¬ 
ment  from  readers  on  your  coverage  of 
the  General  Conference,  you  probably 
are  the  victim  of  your  own  success. 
TM/  UMR  has  set  such  a  high  standard 
of  reporting  and  writing  that  the  Con¬ 
ference  issues  were  taken  for  granted. 
They  were  superbly  done,  and  I  am  sure 


Ethnics  given  too  much  attention? 


To  the  Editor 

Why  emphasize  the  ethnic  element  in 
the  church  to  the  extent  that  seems 
current? 

In  the  too-long  text  of  one  article, 
honest  admission  reveals  that  only  five 
percent  of  United  Methodist  membership 
is  ethnic! 

Then  why  does  the  tail  wag  the  dog? 

To  this  writer  —  and  others  with  whom 
he  discusses  church  matters  —  it  seems 
this  five  percent  receives  tod  high  a 
proportion  of  space  in  TM/  UMR 
coverage  as  a  whole. 

Surely  there  are  areas  of  interest  in¬ 
volving  the  remaining  ninety-five  per¬ 
cent  outside  the  ethnic  fringe  deserving 
of  proportionate  coverage  in  your 
columns,  are  there  not? 

Hastening  to  express  the  position  of  our 
great  church  in  its  enunciation  of 
goodwill  to  all  Christians,  I  hold  a  hope 
for  the  continuation  of  the  time-honored 
Conference  approach  to  our  problems 
instead  of  the  Caucus  modus  foisted  by  so 
many  of  these  five-percent  ethnics'. 

Albert  S.  Johnson 
Washington,  Pennsylvania 

'Sc  It  o  o  Is  of  M  iss  io  n ' 

wholeheartedly  supported 

^  .To  the  Editor: 

:  ’  I  appreciated  the  article  in  the  June  25 
"  "issue  by  Pat  Sites  on  "Schools  of  - 
Mission.” 

As  one  who  has  taught  in  these  schools 
for  the  past  8  years,  I  want  wholeheart¬ 
edly  to  support  what  was  said  about 
them.  I  have  found  they  are  stimulating 
experiences  and  that  the  concerned 
persons  who  come  are  wanting  to  deal 
with  vital  social  and  international  issues 
related  to  the  church.  In  most  instances 
the  teaching  staff  seeks  to  focus  the 
course  to  the  local  church  and  to  help 
design  local  implementation. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  persons  will 
participate  in  this  education  program  in 
the  years  to  come. 

Richard  H.  Bauer 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
Editorial  com m en ded 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  commend  TM/  UMR 
for  its  editorial  appearing  in  the  June  25 
issue  entitled,  “Wrongdoing  by  public 
officials."  I  am  convinced  that  the 
thoughts  and  feelings  of  many  United 
Methodists  in  local  churches  will  concur 
in  this  statement.  For  some  reason  or 
other,  many  people  are  reluctant  or 
hesitant  to  speak  out. 


We  can  counter  the  immoral  and  un¬ 
christian  tendencies  of  our  time  by 
courageously  speaking  out  and  letting  it 
be  known  what  we  believe  and  why.  We 
can  effectively  contradict  the  accepted 
beliefs  on  the  part  of  many  that  certain 
immoral  practices  are  of  no  concern  to 
us,  and  that  they  are  expressions  of  a 
“new  freedom”  which  is  widely  accepted 
and  practiced  as  a  matter  of  course. 

It  is  time  to  call  all  wrongs  against 
society  and  against  human  beings  as  sins 
to  be  rooted  out,  exposed  and  con¬ 
demned.  ..  .  _  „ 

Marvin  C.  Burch 
La  Porte,  Texas 
Prayer  column  suggested 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  start  a  prayer  column  in 
TM/  UMR. 

My  family  (wife  and  self)  need  prayer, 
for  the  Lord  to  heal  and  reunite  us  in 
Jesus.  My  wife  is  separated  from  me, 
emotionally,  for  over  three  months;  and 
physically,  we  have  been  separated  since 
May  1.  I  consider  our  situation  one 
amenable  only  by  God’s  working  of  a 
miracle,  in  both  of  us,  to  enable  us  to 
resume  a  marriage  started  in  1965.  We 
are  both  active  for  the  Lord,  and  yet  we 
are  violating  His  Word! 

A  California  reader 
Name  withheld  by  request 


Right  on  target 

To  the  Editor: 

I  thought  Mr.  Dunnam’s  column  on 
attending  church  meetings  was  right  on 
target  (TM/  UMR,  June  25). 

Next  question:  what  can  we  laymen  do 
about  slowing  down  the  trend  toward 
more  meetings  and  less  attention  to  the 
real  business  of  the  church  helping 
ourselves  and  others  to  "live  the  life  of 
faith  .  .  .  ”? 

I’ll  yell  in  my  corner,  and  I  hope  more 
will  do  the  same. 

Glenn  B.  Sanberg 
Edina,  Minnesota 

Article  produces  memories 

To  the  Editor: 

We  read  with  warm  memories  Pat 
Sites  article,  "Congregation  traces 
Wesleyan  Roots,"  in  the  June  25  issue. 
We  worshiped  at  St.  Marks  UMC  in 
Bloomington  during  our  stay  at  Indiana 
University,  1974-75. 

This  six -week  retracing  of  our  heritage 
was  only  one  of  the  meaningful  worship 
experiences  we  shared  with  the  pastor 
and  the  St.  Marks  congregation.  They  are 
sensitive  and  creative  people.  Thanks  to 
Pat  Sites  for  sharing  this  worship  series 
with  the  readers  of  TM/  UMR. 

Richard  &  Judy  Kraft 
Whittier,  California 

Here  I  Stand 
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By  JAMES  A.  RICHARDSON  JR. 

What  are  the  benefits  and  limitations  of 
the  recent  legislation  at  this  year’s 
General  Conference  to  insure  ac¬ 
countability  of  general  boards  and 
agencies?  In  recent  years  there  has 
evolved  within  The  United  Methodist 
Church  much  antagonism  toward  such 
general  church  bodies,  with  respect  both 
to  membership  on  these  boards  and 
agencies  and  to  particular  decisions 
made  and  actions  taken.  As  a  result  of 
these  bad  feelings,  new  legislation  was 
passed  at  Portland  to  gain  more  control 
of  these  groups  than  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  has  had  in  the  past.  What  will  be 
the  significance  for  our  denomination  of 
these  “safeguards”  for  greater  ac¬ 
countability? 

Probably,  the  most  contested  action 
regarding  accountability  is  the  decision 
mandating  that  only  United  Methodists 
will  be  eligible  to  fill  executive  staff 
positions  in  the  denomination’s  agencies 
(TM/  UMR,  May  21).  Surely,  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  such  a  policy  is  that  it  will  provide 
an  additional  incentive  to  use  to  the 
fullest  the  leadership  resources  within 
our  own  denomination.  Also,  it  stands  to 
reason  that  a  United  Methodist  will  be 
more  knowledgeable  (though  many 
times  this  is  not  the  case)  on  the  history 
and  polity  of  our  church. 

Nevertheless,  there  do  seem  to  be 
significant  handicaps  with  this  action  — 
the  first  of  which  is  an  undeniable  step 
backward  in  the  realm  of  ecumenism, 
albeit  unintentional.  "Mutual  recognition 
of  membership"  is  a  meaningless  phrase 
to  us  if  it  does  not  involve  all  the  struc¬ 
tures  of  United  Methodism.  A  second 
consideration  has  to  do  with  professional 
competence.  To  confine  the  filling  of 
these  positions  to  United  Methodists 
seems  to  limit  greatly  the  leadership  in 
the  Christian  church  as  a  whole  from 
which  United  Methodism  may  draw. 

If  the  faith  or  unfaith  of  persons  con¬ 
sidered  for  executive  positions  is  "a 
more  basic  concern  than  the 
denominational  affiliation"  (TM/  UMR, 
May  21),  there  are  other  questions  that 
need  to  be  raised.  For  example,  who  is  to 
decide  which  person  has  faith  and  which 
one  does  not?  True,  doctrinal  standards 
taken  as  such  should  determine  the 
witness  of  a  given  denomination;  but  the 
possibility  of  any  one  person  or  group  of 
persons  ruljng  on  the  validity  of  the  faith 
of  another  seems  preposterous,  if  not 
blasphemous.  The  Spanish  Inquisition 
should  be  one  example  of  the  absurdity  of 
such  a  proposition. 

Basic  distrust  reflected 
Other  legislation  passed  —  including 
the  new  "record  keeping"  mandate  and 
the  direction  that  "general  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  church  utilize  human 
resources  (staff)  and  expend  and 
disburse  funds  ‘only  in  support  of  those 
programs  consistent  with  the  Social 
Principles'  ’’  (TM/  UMR,  May  21)  — 


reflects  the  basic  distrust  not  only  of 
United  Methodists,  but  of  Americans  in 
general,  of  many  of  the  systems  and 
institutions  in  our  society;  e.g.  current 
investigations  of  national  intelligence 
agencies.  Certainly,  the  local  church 
member  has  the  right  to  know  —  indeed 
the  responsibility  to  know  —  what  his 
denomination  is  doing  Furthermore,  if 
we  are  to  take  our  Social  Principles 
seriously,  we  should  use  them  as  guide¬ 
lines,  though  not  regulations,  for  action 
taken  on  all  levels  of  Christian  in¬ 
volvement. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  must  overlook 
neither  the  more  harmful  motivations 
behind  these  safeguards  nor  the  dangers 
of  applying  this  legislation  too  stringently 
To  dogmatically  recite  social  principles, 
preconceived  notions,  personal  beliefs  or 
anything  else  as  having  absolute 
authority  for  decision-rpaking  in  the 
church  is  to  reinitiate  legalism  at  its 
worst.  Just  as  there  is  a  renewed  cry  for 
“personal”  faith  in  United  Methodism 
and  other  churches,  so  must  there  be 
room  in  all  levels  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  individual  dissent  and  assent. 
Furthermore,  our  doors  must  be  open  to 
prophetic  voices  of  the  present  age. 
Perhaps  the  most  tragic  decision  made  in 
Portland  relative  to  this  issue  is  the 
refusal  of  the  conference  to  consider  the 
prophetic  role  which  our  general  boards 
and  agencies  can  exercise. 
Accountability  has  limits 
Accountability  has  its  limits  in  much 
the  same  way  that  general  boards  and 
agencies  are  limited.  Every  opportunity 
for  decisive  action  on  the  general  church 
level  runs  the  risk  of  failure  as  well  as  the 
possibility  of  success.  The  only  way  to 
insure  that  such  groups  will  act  faithfully 
always  and  everywhere  is  for  them  not  to 
act  at  all.  The  contrasting  danger  to 
irresponsible  freedom  is  accountability 
to  the  extent  that  our  church  at  the 
general  level  is  sterile  and  inactive.  This 
year’s  General  Conference  will  have 
been  a  great  tragedy  indeed  if  the  actions 
taken  for  accountability  serve  not  to 
make  our  general  church  more 
responsive  to  the  issues  facing  the  local 
church,  but  rather  to  render  the  general 
church  greatly  crippled,  if  not  totally 
paralyzed,  as  many  local  churches  have 
become  Not  only  must  the  leaders  of  the 
church  be  accountable  to  its  local 
congregations,  but  the  church  as  a  whole 
must  also  be  accountable  to  the  very 
controversial  world  in  which  it  lives  and 
of  which  it  is  a  part. 

Accountability?  Yes,  but  at  what  cost? 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Richardson  Jr.,  is  a 
probationary  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  a  stude.it  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 


all  your  readers  found  them  as  in- 
teresting  and  useful  as  I  did.  Methodists 
are  fortunate  indeed  to  have  such  an 
excellent  publication  available  to  them. 
George  F.  Platts 
Ormond  Beach,  Florida 
No  news  is  good  news 

To  the  Editor: 

Remember,  "No  news  is  good  news 

Maybe  most  of  your  readers  ap¬ 
preciated  your  coverage  and  were  in 
agreement  with  your  editorial 
judgement.  I  did. 

Probably,  as  most  of  your  senior 
citizen  readers,  I  read  almost  everv  word 
in  each  issue  of  TM/  UMR  I  do  enjoy  the 
paper  and  only  the  postage  cost  keeps  me 
from  writing  more  often  in  praise. 

May  He  continue  to  bless  you  in  the 
pursuit  of  reporting  truthfully. 

Leif  Greneforst  Olson 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Local  churches  helped 

To  the  Editor: 

You  asked  for  comments  on  General 
Conference  and  your  reporting  of  it. 
Overall,  I  approved  of  both.  The  Con¬ 
ference  work  was  dull  —  neither 
challenging  nor  angering  —  but  that  is 
good.  It  reflected  the  desires  of  the  local 
churches.  I  believe  the  cutting  edge  of  the 
church  ought  to  be  in  local 
congregations.  And  whether  or  not  it  is 
there,  a  radical  conference  doesn’t  help 
any,  but  is  divisive. 

A  conservative  conference,  as  this  one 
was  basically,  aids  the  local  churches  in 
getting  on  with  the  commission  of  Christ, 
without  having  to  spend  its  energies 
fighting  other  members  of  the  Body  of 
Chrlst’  Gilbert  W.  Olson 

Milton,  Washington 

Two  pointed  observations 

To  the  Editor: 

Albert  Outler  in  "Evangelism  in  the 
Wesleyan  Spirit”  makes  two  ob¬ 
servations  of  note:  (1)  "A  Methodist 
General  Conference  is  one  of  the  most 
spiritually  debilitating  experiences  I 
have  ever  had  .  .  .  ,"  and  (2)  "The  con¬ 
temporary  church  is  far  too  deeply 
compromised  by  its  century-old 
acquiescence  in  nominal  Christianity  and 
pattern  maintenance  gracefully  to 
abosrb  the  rude  shocks  of  radical  change 
and  probable  disaster." 

Does  this  not  suffice  to  answer  your 
query:  "But  at  this  point,  dear  readers, 
we  would  welcome  your  belated  com¬ 
ments  regarding  General  Conference  — 
if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  help  us  in¬ 
terpret  your  unaccustomed  silence." 

Ernest  Moore 
Horton  Kansas 

Church  is  over-organized 
*  and  too  political 

To  the  Editor:  '***'" 

One  answer  to  your  recent  comment 
that  you  had  had  little  correspondence 
regarding  your  reporting  on  the  General 
Conference  could  be  that  many  of  us  are 
fast  losing  interest  in  the  thinking  and 
actions  of  our  leadership.  I  was  born  a 
Methodist  62  years  ago  and  had  been 
active  in  both  church  and  Sunday  School 
until  the  past  few  years.  It  is  becoming 
more  and  more  difficult  for  me  to  remain 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  only  reason  that  I  do  is  that  I 
haven’t  yet  lost  hope  that  we  will  have  a 
major  policy  change.  My  reason  is  the 
same  as  for  many  others  ;  the  church  has 
become  too  involved  in  political  matters 
and  is  over-organized. 

We  have  taken  a  position  and  con¬ 
tributed  to,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
just  about  every  controversy  or  problem 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  have  spread 
our  energies  and  finances  so  thin  that 


help  us  in¬ 


little  good  could  possibly  come  from  any 
of  our  activities. 

In  my  opinion,  the  action  we  should 
take  is  clear  and  simple:  our  leadership 
should  concentrate  on  helping  us  to 
become  better  Christians.  Not  only  would 
we  then  better  serve  mankind,  but  our 
numbers  would  increase  making  us  even 
more  effective.  We  would  again  become 
a  true  missionary  church  with  unlimited 
possibilities.  I  know  our  leadership 
means  well,  but  I  know  too  the  belief  of 
many  of  the  laity  and  the  general  public. 

R.  W.  Taylor 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Organized  religion  is  sick 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  your  openness  and 
objectivity  in  asking  a  question  like, 
"Dear  readers:  help  us  interpret  your 
silence"  (TM/  UMR  editorial,  June  11). 

I  have  heard  it  takes  more  wisdom  to  ask 
the  right  question  than  to  give  the  right 
answer.  And  I  think  one  symptom  of  our 
sickness  is  that  we  cannot  bear  to  take  an 
honest  look  at  ourselves. 

To  me  the  cause  of  our  apathy  in 
serious  matters  seems  obvious.  And  no 
finger  of  blame  can  be  pointed  because  it 
is  at  the  grassroots  of  our  whole  society. 
We  are  already  well  into  the  second  of 
Dark  Ages  (which,  of  course,  will  pass) 
and  we  are  so  blind  we  refuse  to  see  it. 
Everything  —  government,  education, 
and  even  religion  —  is  completely  off  the 
road. 

In  religion  all  we  can  think  of  is  just  to 
warm  over  the  same  old  hash  (our  in¬ 
terpretation  of  what  we  think  Jesus 
meant )  and  try  to  hit  it  a  little  harder.  We 
are  very  slow  learners.  I  guess  it  will 
take  total  disaster  to  wake  us  up  to  the 
fact  that  we  need  to  take  a  completely 
fresh  look  at  who  and  what  we  are  and 
why  we  are  where  we  are. 

But  for  the  present  this  can  only 
happen  with  very  small  groups. 
Organized  religion  is  sick. 

C.  M.  Gordon 
Grapevine,  Texas 

Wan  il  H»nli  the  cosl? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  June  11  issue,  there  is  the 


following:  "Dear  readers 
terpret  your  silence." 

I  understand  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  cost  over  one  million  dollars. 
Was  it  worth  it?  Some  time  back,  one  of 
the  most  popular  bishops  of  our  church 
made  the  statement  from  the  pulpit  of  the 
Camp  Meeting  at  Ocean  Grove,  New 
Jersey  that  he  would  eliminate  General 
Conference  (exact  words  used  I  am  not 
sure  of). 

The  1976  General  Conference  legislated 
three  emphases:  evangelism,  world 
hunger  and  ethnic  support  of  minority 
churches.  Could  not  have  the  bishops 
held  a  quiet  meeting  and  have  come  up 
with  the  above  enactments  —  then  used 
the  million  dollars  for  evangelism,  world 
hunger  and  ethnic  support  of  minority 
churches  Martin  M.  Hyzer 

Andes,  New  York 

Our  cupboard  may  be 

nearer  bare  than  we  know 

To  the  Editor: 

I  see  in  the  May  21  issue  of  TM/  UMR 
that  the  church  (by  General  Conference 
action)  has  failed  to  follow  the  teaching 
and  example  of  Jesus.  He  taught  us  to  set 
humanity  free  by  changing  human 
hearts,  making  laws  unnecessary  —  not 
loading  people  down  with  more  laws. 
How  closely  we  fit  His  criticism  of  the 
religious  and  legal  leaders  found  in  Luke 
11:37-54. 

I  am  writing  primarily  in  regard  to  the 
General  Conference  action  on  gun  con¬ 
trol.  I  realize  that,  for  the  vast  majority 
of  Americans,  such  a  law  would  not  .be 
(at  least  directly)  a  real  binder.  But  to 
those  of  us  who  are  not  within  range  of 
instantaneous  professional  help,  it  could 
easily  be  a  crushing  load.  You  may  ask 
why  the  majority  should  be  concerned 
about  the  small  minority.  The  answer  is 
simple.  Among  that  small  minority  is  the 
only  profession  upon  which  all 
Americans  and  many  million  non- 
Americans  are  totally  dependent  —  the 
farmer. 

Due  to  erroneous  decisions  of  the  past, 
we  farmers  are  already  too  few  for  the 
task  laid  upon  us.  A  significant  number  of 
us  are  having  our  physical  or  mental 
health  crack  under  the  strain.  Many 
more  will  give  up  in  despair,  due  to 
idiotic  regulations  placed  upon  us  by 
very  unwise  bureaucrats  sitting  in  the  air 
conditioned  offices  of  the  EPA  and 
OSHA. 

Now,  if  we  are  to  be  stripped  of  our  only 
means  of  self  defense,  how  can  we 
subject  ourselves  and  loved  ones  to  the 
extreme  vulnerability  of  living  miles 
from  the  nearest  available  help?  Our 
cupboard  may  be  nearer  bare  than  we 
realize.  _  J 

Fred  C.  Christiansen 
Columbus,  Kansas 

We’re  aiding  communists 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  appalled  that  my  church  would 
support  the  gun  registration  bill.  This 
was  the  first  act  of  the  communists  prior 
to  their  take-over  of  Cuba.  Ask  the  Cuban 
refugees.  * 

Also,  why  would  Methodists  give  the 
Panama  Canal  rights  away?  This  sup¬ 
port  by  our  delegates  was  another  gain 
for  communism. 

And  even  our  Methodist  Church  asks 
that  the  Federal  Government  continue 
with  food  stamps  when  the  recipients  are 
eating  far  better  than  those  of  us  who  pay 
the  bm-  Elizabeth  C.  Cruise 

Bluefield,  West  Virginia 
Poll  the  membership 
To  the  Editor: 

As  a  member  of  the  UMC  I  resent  the 
fact  that  the  General  Conference  voted 
without  debate  to  return  the  Panama 
Canal  to  Panama  and  to  license  all  gun 
owners  and  to  register  all  firearms. 

Before  the  next  General  Conference  I 
would  like  for  all  United  Methodists  to  be 
polled  on  all  matters  on  the  agenda,  so 
that  each  delegate  would  know  how  to 
vote  to  represent  best  the  church’s 
members.  I  challenge  the  General 
Conference  to  amend  the  "Discipline"  to 
make  this  change  possible,  even  if  it 
takes  years.  Gienn  Harding 

Raymondville,  Texas 
Panama  Canal  resolution 
was  very  appropriate 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  greatly  disturbed  by  the 
number  of  letters  to  the  editor  claiming 
that  our  United  Methodist  Church  has  no 
business  being  involved  in  the  issues 
surrounding  the  Panama  Canal. 

As  one  who  lived  and  served  the  church 
in  Latin  America  for  a  number  of  years,  I 
would  like  to  affirm  that  we  had  better  be 
involved  for  these  reasons:  (l)  Our 
United  Methodist  Church  is  not  the 
property  of  jingoistic,  uniformed 
politicians  in  these  United  States.  It  is  a 
world  church  and  we  have  faithful  United 
Methodists  in  Panama.  We  owe  to  them  a 
relationship  of  integrity.  (2)  We  also 
have  a  responsibility  of  honesty  and  truth 
with  ourselves,  and  we  should  not  allow 
irresponsible  political  rhetoric  to  obscure 
the  historical  record.  We  ought  to 


remember  where  that  has  led  us  in  the 
past. 

For  the  record,  and  it  is  available  in 
any  history  book  on  the  United  States,  we 
ought  to  remember  what  did  happen  in 
Panama.  In  1902  the  United  States 
government  began  to  negotiate  for  a 
canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
then  owned  by  Colombia.  President 
Teddy  Roosevelt  offered  the  French 
Panama  Canal  Co.  about  $40  million  for 
its  rights  and  assets  in  the  area  after  the 
French  found  they  could  not  complete  the 
canal.  A-part  of  this  offer  was  the  con¬ 
tingency  that  Colombia  would  cede  a 
strip  of  canal  land  to  the  U.  S.  for  a 
payment  of  $10  million. 

When  Colombia  asked  for  an  additional 
$15  million,  the  French  Company,  en¬ 
couraged  by  President  Roosevelt, 
promptly  promoted  a  revolution,  led 
Jean  Bunau-Varilla.  To  support  this 
enterprise  of  political  thievery, 
President  Roosevelt  sent  our  gun  boats  to 
prevent  the  Colombians  from  defending 
their  own  land !  Theodore  Roosevelt  was 
quoted  as  saying,  “I  took  Panama.” 

On  November  3rd,  1903,  Panama 
proclaimed  its  independence  and  on 
November  6th  the  U.  S.  recognized 
Panama  as  a  sovereign  state,  and  on  the 
18th  of  November,  we  signed  a  treaty 
with  Panama  and  Jean  Bunau-Varilla, 
our  puppet,  for  which  we  got:  (1)  the 
right  to  build  the  canal;  (2)  treaty  rights 
which  did  not  give  us  title  to  the  land;  (3) 
we  paid  $10  million  for  a  10-mile  wide 
strip  of  land,  plus  $250,000  a  year,  in¬ 
creased  to  $430,000  in  1936  and  $1.9 
million  in  1955. 

The  record  is  odious  enough  enough 
even  without  distortion.  If  our  United 
Methodist  Church  cannot  maintain  a 
position  of  elemental  honesty,  then  God 
help  us!  Rober(  L  sagger 

Santa  Rosa,  California 

Evangelism  should  be  first 

To  the  Editor: 

I’nr  happy  to  see  that  General  Con¬ 
ference  placed  evangelism  as  one  of  its 
three  "missional  priorities’1  (TM/  UMR, 
May  16).  The  only  thing  that  disturbs  me 
is  the  order  of  these  priorities.  Shouldn’t 
evangelism  have  been  first  in  the  list? 
Not  only  is  this  the  biblical  procedure, 
but  all  spiritual  awakenings  I  have  heard 
of  begin  with  stirrings  in  the  hearts  of 
persons  regarding  their  personal 
relationship  with  God.  .  .  . 

A  vision  for  evangelistic  outreach 
beginning  with  the  local  church,  reaching 
into  the  community,  and  never  stopping 
short  of  a  passion  for  souls  to  the  farthest 
places  of  earth,  is  what  we  ought  to  pray 
for.  When  the  fires  of  evangelistic  and 
missionary  zeal  burn  low,  we  risk  the 
danger  of  becoming  a  club  of  good  people 
serving  our  own  needs,  not  even  hearing 
our  Lord’s  summons  to  deny  ousel ves, 
bear  our  cross  and  follow  Him.  No  more 
than  in  the  first  century  does  today’s 
church  exist  to  tend  its  own  hearth,  and 
to  serve  only  its  immediate  constituency. 

If  we  are  not  among  the  people  God  can 
depend  on  to  convey  His  message  of 
redemption  to  a  world  crying  in  its 
perplexity  and  need,  where  will  He  find 
such  a  people?  Our  heritage  from  the 
Wesleyan  awakening  in  England,  and  the 
Reformation  before  that,  ought  to  be  a 
ferment  that  will  rise  to  fresh  life  and 
power  today. 

Should  it  not  be  the  prayer  of  every 
committed  United  Methodist  that  this 
branch  of  God’s  living  church  in  the 
world  will  be  one  instrument  God  can  use 
to  the  utmost  for  the  healing  and  spiritual 
recovery  of  this  generation?  If  this  is  not 
an  urgent  and  demanding  consideration, 
I’ve  misread  the  New  Testament! 

Donald  E.  Kohlstaedt 

Spokane,  Washington 

2 \a(ogue  to  a  daughter 

By  MRS.  ELLOUI  MOSELEY 
Midland,  Texas 

Daughter,  dear,  though  you’re  still  only 
four, 

I  find  that  what  hurts  you  even  more 
Than  anything  else  in  your  childish  play 
Is  to  have  your  frank  offer  of  help  turned 
away. 

It  happened  this  evening  while  I  was 
nearby  — 

In  playing  you  hit  little  sis  in  the  eye  — 
Her  cry  of  protest  quick  did  occur; 

Then  yours  followed  close:  "She  won’t  let 
me  help  her!” 

Watching  the  frustration  of  unaccepted 
love, 

I  wonder  if  God  in  His  heaven  above 
Doesn’t  cry  out  most  often  to  His  world  of 
men, 

“Only  let  me  help  you  from  out  of  your 

sin.” 


But  grown  men,  like  your  sister  of  only 
three, 

Won’t  accept  the  help  that's  given  so 
free. 

Is  God’s  heart,  like  yours,  most  sensitive 
to 

The  hurt  of  rejection  from  His  lofty  view? 
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‘Good  News 9  holds 
Western  convocation 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
SQUAW  VALLEY,  Cal.  -  ‘When  the 
trumpet  of  the  Lord  shall  sound  and  time 
shall  be  no  more  .  .  .  and  the  roll  is  called 
up  yonder  I’ll  be  there!” 

That  was  the  opening  song,  the  spirit, 
and  a  good  deal  of  the  theology  as  130 
United  Methodists  met  in  this  off-season 
ski  resort  last  week  to  study  the  Bible, 
listen  to  mission  speakers,  pray,  sing, 
and  wonder  out  loud:  ‘‘When  is  the 
church  going  to  start  getting  back  to  the 
Bible?” 

The  occasion  was  the  “first  ever” 
convocation  of  the  "Good  News 
Movement”  (United  Methodists  for 
Scriptural  Christianity)  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  of  the  denomination.  And 
while  the  gathering  was  small  —  com¬ 
pared  to  crowds  expected  at  four  other 
"Good  News”  convocations  scheduled 
later  this  month  and  next  month  in  each 
jurisdiction  of  the  church  —  leaders  said 
they  were  encouraged  by  the  turn  out  for 
an  area  most  people  do  not  consider  to  be 
"Good  News  country.” 

Participants  in  the  July  9-11  session 
,  came  primarily  from  Northern 
California,  but  also  included  persons 
from  Washington,  Oregon  and  Nevada. 

The  heavy  emphasis  of  the  two-and-a- 
half-day  convocation  was  "world 
missions”  and  Bible  study. 

The  Rev.  A1  Vom  Steeg,  former  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  Brazil,  told 
participants  during  one  of  two  mission 
addresses  that  "the  greatest  danger 
facing  the  people  of  Brazil  today  is 
spiritism."  He  explained  "spiritism”  as 
a  form  of  “voodoo”  or  "black  magic” 
whereby  persons  —  many  of  whom  also 
profess  Christianity  —  take  part  in 
rituals  to  grant  themselves  favors  from 
.  the  spirit  world. 

Mr.  Vom  Steeg  said  that  some 
i  Americans  might  laugh  at  such  a 
practice  as  superstitious  "fairy  tales” 

'  but  warned  that  such  practices  are  real 
and  are  not  only  taking  place  in  Brazil 
Tjut  all  over  the  world,  including 
America. 

“Satan  is  alive  in  the  world  today,”  he 
said.  "He  uses  those  things  you  think  you 
need  to  get  you.  Never  think  for  a 
moment  he  is  a  fairy  tale.” 

He  said  that  the  “greatest  need”  in 
Brazil  today  is  "Biblical  education.” 

Mr.  Vom  Steeg  criticized  American 
United  Methodists  for  not  doing  more  to 
open  themselves  to  missionaries  from 
other  nations  such  as  Brazil  and  for 
“Always  requiring  persons  who  come 

Proposals 
drawn  for 
U.M.  colleges 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
preliminary  series  of  policy  recom¬ 
mendations  involving  the  106  United 
Methodist-related  educational  in¬ 
stitutions  in  this  country  was  discussed 
here  by  the  denomination’s  National 
Commission  on  Higher  Education. 

The  tentative  proposals,  which  will  be 
put  into  final  form  in  November,  range 
from  support  for  federal  aid  to  church 
colleges  to  calls  for  greater  United 
Methodist  support  of  the  schools. 

Dr.  T.  Michael  Elliott  of  Nashville, 
head  of  the  commission  staff,  said  it  has 
brought  together  "the  most  extensive 
data  set  ever  assembled  for  any  group  of 
independent  institutions  of  higher 
education.”  He  said  the  information 
indicates  that  the  United  Methodist 
educational  system  tends  "to  be 
representatives  of  the  total  independent 
sector.” 

In  its  tentative  statement  on  public 
policy  regarding  independent  colleges 
and  universities,  the  commission  urges 
federal  and  state  governments  to  provide 
financial  assistance  "aimed  at 
facilitating  student  choice,”  asks  them  to 
reexamine  regulations  that  result  in 
"excessive  administration,”  calls  for  the 
continuation  of  tax  exemptions  for  such 
institutions,  and  suggests  that  state 
planners  not  duplicate  the  programs  of 
independent  schools. 

Dr.  Paul  Hardin  III,  president  of  Drew 
University  and  head  of  the  commission, 
commented  that  "the  colleges  which  the 
church  needs  most  get  the  least  attention 
because  they  have  the  fewest  problems.” 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  reported  that 
his  agency  has  lacked  a  sufficient 
amount  of  disinterested  information  on 
which  to  base  decisions  concerning  the 
denomination’s  schools.  As  a  result,  he 
said,  it  has  had  to  put  "too  much  of  its 
effort  on  emergency  situations." 

In  this  regard.  Dr.  Hardin  remarked 
that  "there  is  no  better  way  to  guarantee 
the  viability  of  a  school  thar  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  go  out  of  existence.” 

UMCOR  makes  final 
grant  of  quadrenium 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (UMC)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief 
(UMCOR)  approved  $873,875  in  special 
grants  in  its  final  meeting  for  the  1972-76 
quadrennium  held  here. 

The  grants  will  aid  programs  in  nine 
areas  of  the  world:  Africa,  $371,500; 
Asia,  $115,035;  Carribean,  $24,700; 
Central  America,  $75,450;  Middle  East, 
$24,500;  Latin  America,  $55,500;  special 
and  regional  programs,  $55,500;  U.S., 
$138,700  and  Europe,  $3,000.  The  grants 
will  assist  in  refugee  resettlement,  water 
development  projects,  agricultural 
development  training,  education  pro¬ 
grams  and  other  ministries  to  people. 


here  from  other  countries  to  speak  in 
English.”  Saying  "American  visitors  in 
Brazil  always  require  translators”  but 
Americans  expect  visitors  from  Brazil  to 
speak  English,  thus  eliminating  many 
persons  who  have  much  to  offer  us. 

The  second  mission  speaker,  the  Rev. 
Maurice  Culver,  a  United  Methodist 
missionary  to  Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe)  for 
27  years,  was  not  a  part  of  the  planned 
program,  but  attended  the  convocation 
and  was  invited  to  speak. 

Saying  he  is  not  a  member  of  "Good 
News,”  Mr.  Culver  warned  participants 
against  "getting  the  idea  that  we  are 
taking  God  to  people  overseas.”  He  said, 
"We  do  not  need  to  transplant  our  faith 
overseas,  because  God  is  already  there.” 

He  said  "the  best  known  name  in 
Africa  today  is  Jesus”  and  that  Africans 
see  salvation  in  broader  terms  than 
many  Americans.  Rhodesians,  he  said, 
are  calling  for  their  liberation  from  white 
dominance  because  Jesus  has  told  them 
of  their  worth. 

"Once  a  man  finds  Jesus  Christ  he 
gains  a  different  view  of  his  own  worth,” 
Mr.  Culver  said,  "and  you  cannot  walk  on 
him  any  longer.” 

He  went  on  to  deny  a  claim  made 
earlier  in  the  session  by  the  Rev.  Paul 
Morell,  former  "Good  News”  chairman, 
that  some  missionaries  are  involved  in 
“Marxist  revolutions." 

"I  don’t  know  anyone  like  that,  and  I 
have  served  in  one  of  the  most  revolution- 
ridden  areas  of  the  world,”  Mr.  Culver 
said. 

Several  convocation  participants 
objected  to  Mr.  Culver’s  concern  for 
freedom  for  Rhodesians  in  a  sociological 
sense  "rather  than  freedom  from  sin.” 
He  said  Africans  don’t  always  see  a 
distinction. 

Several  persons  expressed  beliefs  that 
"violent  revolution  is  never  right.” 

“Was  it  right  for  us  in  1776  and  not  right 
for  them  in  1976?”  Mr.  Culver  asked.  "I 
wish  that  were  an  easy  question  to  an¬ 
swer.” 
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Prayer  at o/t  the  mountain 

SQUAW  VALLEY.  Cal.  —  Participants  at  the  "Good  News  Western  Regional 
Convocation"  pray  atop  a  mountain  peak  8,000  feet  above  Squaw  Valley  July  10. 
About  130  United  Methodists  from  California,  Washington,  Oregon  and  Nevada  took 
part  in  the  convocation  west  of  Reno.  Nevada. 
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Rep.  Edgar  of  Pennsylvania 

Minister  takes  faith  into  politics 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  church 
has  to  change  its  attitude  toward  politics. 
Politics  is  dirty  and  corrupt  only  if  we  let 
the  other  guy  do  it.  And  if  we  do  that,  we 
deserve  what  we  get. 

Having  said  that  back  in  1974,  the  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Edgar,  United  Methodist, 
promptly  backed  it  up:  he  ran  for 
Congress  and  won. 

Still  saying  it  in  1976,  Rep.  Edgar, 
Democrat  from  Pennsylvania’s  7th 
District,  is  more  convinced  than  ever 
that  “we  need  people  with  strong  faith 
statements  in  public  life. 

“Of  course  the  church  belongs  in 
politics,”  he  told  TM/  UMR  last  week. 
“If  we  take  our  stewardship  seriously 
and  deal  with  hunger  and  energy 
resources,  for  example,  the  political 
arena  is  where  we  have  to  deal  with 
them.” 

Mr.  Edgar  believes  that,  in  the  wake  of 
Watergate  and  current  Washington  sex 
scandals,  citizens  are  demanding  a  new 
kind  of  leadership. 

He  is  hopeful  about  Congressional 
reform  and  truly  representative 
government,  as  new  leaders  emerge  who 
have  “zeal  and  energy  and  care  about 
people.” 

And  he  wants  to  be  there  to  help  make 
it  happen,  at  least  for  10  or  12  more  years. 
The  skills  learned  in  ministry  — 
preaching,  counseling,  organizing, 
listening  and  caring  —  will  stand  him  in 
good  stead,  he  hopes,  in  "helping  put  our 
government  back  in  focus.” 

Today  Mr.  Edgar  is  playing  a  leading 
role  in  the  push  for  Congressional 
reform.  As  a  freshman  congressman,  he 
was  recently  elected  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  an  81-member  Democratic 
New  Member  Caucus. 

Yet  three  years  ago  he  had  never  at¬ 
tended  a  political  meeting  in  his  life. 

He  was  a  campus  minister,  after  13 
years  in  the  ministry,  when  he  decided  to 
run  for  office  —  partly  because  of 
Watergate  and  partly  to  give  voice  to  the 
small  minority  of  Democrats  in  his 
district,  historically  a  Republican 
stronghold. 

In  short,  he  says,  he  ran  out  of  a  con¬ 
viction  that  "government  chews  up  and 
dehumanizes  people." 

As  a  congressman,  two  concerns  are 
uppermost:  ethical  behavior  by  elected 
officials  (he  supports  an  outside  citizens’ 


panel  to  monitor  congressional  ethics 
and  an  open-forum  kind  of  government. 
People  are  demanding  these  things,  he 
believes  —  "there  is  a  moral  outcry”  — 
and  will  get  them. 

Christians  must  help  their  government 
restore  integrity,  he  maintains.  "The 
church  has  preached  too  many  sermons. 
We  need  to  live  our  sermons  ” 

But  isn’t  it  difficult  to  be  a  Christian, 
and  a  minister,  in  Washington?  No  more 
than  it  is  to  be  a  Christian  and  a  minister 
anywhere,  he  says.  "Making  your  faith 
part  of  the  fabric  of  your  life  is  tough  no 
matter  who  you  are  or  what  your  job  is.” 
Being  in  public  office  does  mean  "my 


circle  of  influence  is  greater;  more 
people  are  looking  so  that  more  witness  is 
possible.” 

Recognizing  that  his  constituency  is 
Christian  and  non-Christian  alike,  he 
does  not  impose  his  faith  on  people.  “But 
I  must  not  be  embarrassed  by  my 
Christianity,  either.  I  can  minister  as  I 
relate  to  people  and  maybe  I  can  help 
bring  about  a  more  humane  society  in 
-this  way.” 

Meanwhile,  again  last  weekend  he  was 
back  in  his  district  working  in  his  mobile 
office  in  shopping  centers  on  Saturday  — 
and  preaching  at  a  local  church  on 
Sunday  morning. 


the  church  today 


Robert  W.  Edgar 
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Thanks  to  God  theme 
of  July  4  celebrations 

PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  —  Thanks¬ 
giving  to  God  for  the  blessings  of 
democracy  and  repentance  for  the  sins  of 
social  injustice  were  twin  themes  ex¬ 
pressed  by  leaders  of  church  and  state  in 
Bicentennial  observances  on  Indepen¬ 
dence  Day  in  this  birthplace  of  American 
rebellion. 

President  Ford’s  nationally  televised 
call  for  prayer  from  Independence  Mall 
expressed  gratitude.  Departing  from  his 
prepared  text,  he  stated: 

"I  ask  all  the  members  of  the 
American  family,  our  guests  and  friends 
alike,  to  join  me  now  in  a  moment  of 
silent  prayer  in  gratitude  for  all  we  have 
received  and  for  continued  happiness  in 
the  United  States  of  America.” 

And  in  New  York,  past  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr.,  joined  religious 
leaders  of  many  denominations  gathered 
at  the  tip  of  Manhattan  Island  on  the  4th, 
along  with  New  Yorkers  lined  up  to  see 
Operation  Sail,  to  give  thanks  to  God  for 
the  gifts  Americans  enjoy. 

Former  Methodist  pastor’s  book 
raises  storm  of  protest 

SEATTLE  (EP)  —  A  storm  of  protest 
has  been  generated  by  Christians  in  the 
Seattle  area  in  response  to  a  former 
Methodist  minister’s  book,  "Jesus 
Christ,  the  Magnificent  Impostor." 

"The  Bible  shows  you  what  the 
evolution  of  ignorance  and  superstition 
led  men  to  believe,”  Frank  Abbott  says 
of  his  controversial  book. 

He  left  the  ministry  in  1942.  embittered 
by  the  lack  of  support  from  associates. 
Trying  times  came  in  the  1930s  when  he 
was  a  Methodist  minister  and  received 
no  answers  from  his  ministerial 
colleagues  to  his  questions  concerning 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity 
and  other  matters  concerning  death  and 
resurrection. 

He  said  he  has  reluctantly  exposed  his 
disillusionment  with  Christianity,  not 
wishing  to  hurt  anyone. 

U.M.  bishop  named  head 
of  ecumenical  center 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington  has  been  elected  board 
president  of  the  new  Churches'  Center  for 
Theology  and  Public  Policy  The  center 
announced  plans  to  begin  seminars 
within  a  few  months  and  its  fellowship 
and  colloquim  program  early  in  1977. 

The  widely  ecumenical  center 
emanates  largely  from  United  Methodist 
proposals  and  funding.  The  Rev.  Edward 
Glynn,  superior  of  the  Woodstock  Jesuit 


Community  here,  was  confirmed  as 
acting  director. 

Mr.  ‘Glynn  said  the  first  monthly 
seminars  would  be  on  such  issues  as 
theology  and  economics,  hunger, 
technology  and  ethics.  A  thrcc-day 
colloquim  is  projected  for  1977  between 
theologians  and  public  servants  on  "the 
value  system  and  value  problems  in¬ 
volved  in  decision  making.”  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  first  two  "visiting 
fellows,”  to  do  research  on  the  problem 
of  hunger,  will  be  named  for  the  first  half 
of  1977. 

Sweden  bars  aid  for  film 
on  porno  life  of  Christ 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  No  funds  of 
the  government  of  Sweden  will  be  used  to 
finance  the  making  of  a  pornographic 
film  on  the  life  of  Jesus. 

This  assurance  has  been  given  writers 
who  deluged  the  Swedish  embassy  in 
Washington  and  the  Swedish  consulate 
general  in  Minneapolis  with  letters 
protesting  the  proposed  film,  "The  Many 
Faces  of  Jesus.” 

The  film,  planned  by  the  Danish  film 
director,  Jens  Joergen  Thoresen,  pur¬ 
portedly  would  portray  Jesus  "lying  with 
street  whores  and  engaging  in 
homosexual  activities  with  numerous 
men.” 

According  to  statements  by  Per  Olof 
Forshell,  consul  general  in  Minneapolis, 
and  by  Ove  Svensson,  cultural  attache 
for  the  embassy  in  Washington,  Mr. 
Thoesen  had  turned  to  various  Swedish 
authorities  in  an  attempt  to  find  financial 
support  for  his  project. 

"Mr.  Thoresen’s  film,  however,  has 
been  refused  support  from  any  official  or 
semi-official  Swedish  funds,”  the 
statements  said. 

Louisiana  conference  receives 
1976  journal 

DALLAS  —  Louisiana  annual  confer¬ 
ence  members  were  among  the  first 
United  Methodists  to  receive  their  1976 
conference  journals,  after  2,000  journals 
were  published  and  mailed  to  them  July  2 
from  TM/  UMR  Productions  here. 

The  journals  were  compiled  and  edited 
by  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  Council  on 
Ministries  director  and  editor  of  the 
Louisiana  conference  edition  of  TM/ 
UMR.  Responsibility  for  printing  and 
binding  the  journals  went  to  Nick 
Madaloni.  head  of  the  production  TM/ 
UMR  Productions,  of  which  Bill  Sybert  is 
general  manager. 

Mr.  Sybert  said  the  journals  were 
published  approximately  two  weeks  after 
the  copy  was  received. 

TM/  UMR  Productions  will  also  pub¬ 
lish  1976  journals  for  Southern  New 
England,  Peninsula.  Florida,  Little 
Rock,  Southern  California  and  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada  annual  conferences 


Are  ‘evangelicals’ 
being  penalized? 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

SQUAW  VALLEY,  Cal.  —  United 
Methodist  ministers  who  openly  identify 
themselves  as  "conservative 
evangelicals”  often  find  they  have 
jeopardized  their  careers,  according  to 
two  leaders  of  a  national  evangelical 
movement. 

While  admitting  there  are  regional 
differences  in  the  amount  of  acceptance 
or  rejection  given  such  "evangelicals," 
the  two  leaders  of  the  "Good  News 
Movement”  (United  Methodists  for 
Scriptural  Christianity)  said  that  “in 
general"  ministers  in  their  ranks  are 
penalized  by  the  church  hierarchy  for 
their  beliefs. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Morell  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  Dr.  Charles  W.  Keysor  of  Wilmore, 
Kentucky,  made  their  remarks  in 
separate  interviews  with  TM/  UMR 
prior  to  the  first  of  five  "Good  News” 
regional  convocations  scheduled  this 
month  and  in  August.  That  first  con¬ 
vocation  was  held  here  July  9-11  (see 
article  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Mr.  Morell,  who  was  here  as  a  speaker 
for  the  convocation,  said  that  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  "evangelicals”  have  forced 
the  church  hierarchy  in  the  past  few 
years  to  "consider  the  evangelical  point 
of  view,”  individual  pastors  in  their 
ranks  are  little  more  accepted  now  than 
they  were  ten  years  ago  when  "Good 
News”  was  born. 

“You  have  to  appear  to  be  ‘middle-of- 
fhe-road’  if  you  are  to  receive  ad¬ 
vancement  as  a  pastor  in  the  structures 
of  the  church,”  Mr.  Morell  said.  "There 
is  a  wealth  of  ability  being  wasted  by  the 
church  because  many  bishops  and  other 
leaders  side-step  around  evangelicals." 

Dr.  Keysor,  interviewed  by  telephone 
in  Wilmore,  said  he  believes  it  is  less 
"risky”  today  to  "come  out"  as  an 
"evangelical”  but  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  nation  a  minister  making  such  an 
announcement  does  put  his  career  in 
jeopardy. 

"A  young  man  just  out  of  seminary 
who  affiliates  himself  with  ‘Good  News’ 
is  committing  professional  ‘hari  kari’  in 
most  cases,”  Dr.  Keysor  said.  “That 
doesn’t  mean  he  shouldn’t  do  it,  however. 
In  terms  of  serving  God,  it  would  not  be  a 
wrong  step.” 

Both  men  said  that  being  a  "con¬ 


servative  evangelical”  has  never  been  a 
problem  among  the  laity.  In  fact,  they 
agreed,  "that’s  where  most  laymen  are.” 

Mr.  Morell  said  that  many  ministers 
therefore  are  forced  to  walk  a  tightrope 
between  what  they  and  their 
congregations  believe  and  what  the 
reality  of  church  politics  demands  of 
them  if  they  are  to  have  successful 
careers. 

Mr.  Morell  places  much  of  the  blame 
for  the  situation  on  United  Methodist 
seminaries,  which  he  claims  shut  out  the 
evangelical  point  of  view. 

"As  long  as  seminaries  take  their  hard 
stance  against  theological  propositions 
based  primarily  on  Scripture,  change 
will  only  come  with  great  difficulty,”  he 
said. 

Later  he  told  convocation  participants 
that  unless  some  seminaries  make  room 
for  the  "evangelical  point  of  view,” 
evangelicals  may  be  "ultimately  led”  to 
start  their  own  seminary. 

Dr.  Keysor  said  he  is  cheered, 
however,  by  the  number  of  ministers  now 
taking  the  “risk  of  coming  out  of  the 
closet  as  evangelicals. 

"Evangelicals  are  leaving  our  church, 
and  there  are  fewer  of  us  than  there  were 
four  or  five  years  ago,  but  those  left  are 
taking  a  stand,”  he  said.  “There  is  still 
an  ‘evangelical  underground’  but  many 
evangelicals  are  coming  out  of  hiding." 

"It’s  not  our  mission  to  take  over  the 
church,”  he  said,  "but  just  to  survive  as 
United  Methodists  without  com¬ 
promise.” 

Editor's  Note:  Next  week  in  a  second 
article  TM-UMR  will  ask  several  church 
and  seminary  leaders  for  their  opinions. 
Is  there  an  “evangelical  underground' 
and  does  the  church  really  “ shut  out" 
professional  advancement  for  con¬ 
servative  evangelicals? 

Grant  aids  school  to 
buy  EGB  seminary 

NAPERVILLE,  Ill.  —  The  Chicago 
Community  Trust  has  awarded  a  grant  of 
$40,00  to  North  Central  College  to  assist 
in  funding  the  purchase  of  the  former 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
campus  now  merged  with  Garrett 
Theological  School  in  Evanston.  Ill. 


29  ballots  for  bishop? 
Well,  it  happened  in  1948 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

As  more  than  1,900  United  Methodists 
assembled  this  week  at  five  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences  around  the  nation, 
three  of  those  conferences  were  electing 
bishops.  But  the  delegates  hoped  not  to 
set  any  records  in  the  number  of  ballots 
cast. 

That  distinction,  they  trust,  will 
remain  with  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  of  1948,  which 
required  29  ballots  to  elect  the  Rev.  Dana 
Dawson  as  bishop. 

Against  a  backdrop  of  interesting 
statistics  on  the  balloting  for  bishops 
over  the  years,  the  lay  and  clergy 
delegates  were  to  elect  a  total  of  seven 
bishops  at  this  year’s  conferences, 
replacing  six  retiring  bishops  and  one 
who  died  in  active  service.  (See 
TM/UMR  next  week  for  election  results. ) 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  was  electing 
four.  North  Central  two  and  North¬ 
eastern  one. 

At  't&Udflng  b£g£d  Wednesday  in 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.  and 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  these  statistics  were 
also  compiled  by  United  Methodist 
Communications: 

The  "international  record”  for  ballot 
casting  in  episcopal  elections  is  held  by 


the  Phillipines  Central  Conference  of  the 
UMC  which  cast  52  ballots  in  a  1965 
session  before  the  delegates  gave  up  and 
went  home  without  a  decision. 

The  second  ballot  has  proved  to  be  the 
“election  point”  for  more  bishops  than 
any  other.  Ten  have  been  elected  on  that 
ballot  since  1944. 

The  third  and  sixth  ballots  have  settled 
the  elections  of  nine  bishops  each.  Seven 
bishops  have  been  elected  on  the  first 
ballot  since  1944,  and  seven  have  been 
elected  on  the  seventh  ballot. 

In  other  "firsts,”  Gerald  Kennedy  is 
the  only  bishop  to  date  who  has  been 
elected  outside  the  jurisdiction  in  which 
his  annual  conference  membership  was 
located,  when  he  was  elected  in  the 
Western  on  the  13th  ballot  in  1948  while  a 
member  of  the  Nebraska  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  the  South  Central. 

Most  bishops  named  in  any  one  year 
for  U.S.  service  was  in  1960  when  one 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  and  20 
Methodists  were  elected.  Fewest 
Methodists  were  four  in  1956.  There  were 
no  new  EUB  bishops  named  in  1962  or 
1966,  and  one  each  in  1950  and  1968. 

The  seven  to  be  elected  this  year  were 
the  fewest  since  six  in  1968.  The  most 
bishops  ever  elected  in  one  jurisdiction 
were  six  in  the  Southeastern  in  1972. 
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Board  survey  finds  8  marks  of 
excellence  for  church  schools 


AMHERST.  Mass.  —  Wesley  Student  Co-op.  a  venture  by 
Wesley  UMC  here,  is  a  Christian  community  that  fosters  a 

Christian  cooperatives  work 


missional  lifestyle.  Members  of  the  community  share  a 
common  meal  here.  [See  story  below.] 
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Church  finds  real  community 


By  PAT  SCHNEIDER 
Wesley  UMC,  Amherst.  Mass. 

It  all  began  with  a  question.  ‘‘We  want 
to  live  together  in  Christian  community. 
Will  the  church  let  us  use  the  Thompson 
House?”  It  was  a  student  speaking,  a 
sophomore  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  who  had  been  active  in 
our  congregation  for  two  years.  She  and 
four  other  girls,  with  two  boys,  had 
decided  to  ask  the  church  for  permission 
to  establish  a  Christian  cooperative 
community  in  the  house  which  had  once 
served  as  residence  for  the  director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation. 

Five  years  ago  such  a  request  was 
difficult.  Those  were  the  days  when 
newspapers  carried  stories  of  radical 
‘‘Communes.”  “alternative  life  styles” 
and  ‘‘coeducation  dorms.” 

Wesley  UMC,  Amherst,  took  a  long 
time  to  make  a  decision.  We  were  a  small 
church,  struggling  to  keep  alive.  One  tiny 
prayer  group  of  three  persons  was 
meeting  weekly,  asking  God  to  remake 
us  into  his  people  —  asking,  too,  for 
very  specific  help  in  our  choir  which  had 
only  four  members,  and  for  workers  with 
our  High  School  youth.  Did  we  dare  to 
venture  out  into  such  an  unknown  area  as 
a  cooperative  Christian  community? 

Finally,  when  all  the  committees  had 
met  and  all  the  questions  had  been  asked, 
it  was  decided.  The  answer  was  ‘‘Yes!” 

Decision  makes  difference 

Today,  we  are  a  different  people 
because  of  that  decision,  and  because  of 
that  tiny  beginning  in  prayer.  Wesley  Co¬ 
op  has  been  home  to  20  persons;  four 
of  whom  have  applied  to  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  two  of  whom  are  now 
serving  under  that  Board.  Four  others 
are  planning  to  attend  seminary. 

When  our  young  members  first  asked 
to  use  the  Thompson  House,  we  were  just 
beginning  to  wrestle  with  the  meaning  of 
“community.”  Gradually  we  came  to 
understand  that  all  of  us,  not  just  a  few 
students,  are  called  by  God  to  be  in  his 
community.  Each  person  -  the  eldeily 
lady  who  sews  for  the  annual  church  fair, 
the  young  father  who  carves  exquisite 
symbols  from  wood,  the  wounded  and 
troubled  family  on  welfare,  the  professor 


—  each  of  us  as  much  a  part  of  the 
community  as  those  who  live  in  one  of  the 
cooperative  houses. 

That  made  it  much  more  difficult,  of 
course.  It  meant  acceptance  of  one 
another.  It  meant  making  room  for 
differences  of  opinion  and  for  differences 
of  style.  It  meant,  during  the  days  of  the 
Vietnam  war,  that  our  members  who 
went  to  protest  at  the  Air  Force  Base 
were  called  to  love,  as  their  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ,  our  members  who  were 
employed  at  the  Air  Force  Base  —  and 
vice  versa! 

There  were  those  who  left.  There  were 
those  who  chose  to  join  other  congre¬ 
gations.  But  the  miracle,  for  those  of  us 
who  remained  and  struggled  to  know 
what  God’s  call  is  to  this  particular 
church  in  this  particular  place— the  mir¬ 
acle  was  that  we  began  to  love  one 
another  with  a  new  love— a  love  that  no 
longer  demanded  that  we  look  alike,  or 
work  alike,  or  feel  called  to  the  same 
expression  of  discipleship. 

Each  has  own  ministry 

Each  erf  the  students  works  out  his  or 
her  own  area  of  ministry.  Some  students 
have  chosen  to  work  with  younger  youth; 
some  have  given  of  themselves  through 
the  choir.  Students  have  served  on  every 
board  in  the  life  of  the  church.  Janice 
Wertz,  a  young  woman  particularly 
gifted  in  dance,  developed  a  large  Sacred 
Dance  Choir. 

Two  years  ago  we  began  to  feel  the  call 
of  God  to  move  farther  into  the  adventure 
of  Christian  community.  ‘‘Why  should 
this  rich  experience  of  cooperative  living 
be  limited  to  undergraduate  students?” 
Yassa  Sayed,  an  Egyptian  lay  theologian 
in  his  70s,  was  eager  to  live  together  with 
other  Christians.  So  were  a  young  couple, 
Tim  and  Eva  Diehl,  their  friend  Steven 
Ruhl  and  others. 

Again  there  was  intense  discussion. 
There  was  the  pain  of  recognizing  that  we 
were  not  a  large  church.  There  was  the 

•dainty  that  we  were  part  of  God's 

"unfinished  business.”  We  could  see  our 
weaknesses.  Yet  our  original  tiny  prayer 
group  had  grown  to  six  prayer  and 
sharing  groups.  Sermons  were  preached 
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home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist  Mission 
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service  on  your  problems.  Good  living  situation, 
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WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS.  Box  506.  Eliza¬ 
bethtown .  Ky.  42701.  (502)  769-5900.  October  25.  10- 
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Texas  Conference.  Salary  $11.500-*12.500.  Send 
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by  the  laity,  as  well  as  by  the  pastor, 
Peter  Schneider.  We  had  grown  in  the 
Spirit.  Would  we  establish  a  new  house? 
Again,  the  answer  was  “Yes!”  Money 
left  through  a  will  by  Ethel  Folsum  was 
moved  from  its  place  of  investment  in 
industry  to  become  an  investment  in  the 
Body  of  Christ.  We  purchased  an  old, 
condemned  fraternity  house  next  door  to 
the  church. 

Led  by  the  Maders  and  the  Frizzles, 
two  lay  couples,  we  worked  together  to 
tear  out  the  grafitti-splattered  walls  of 
the  building,  exposing  the  bare  frames, 
even  the  plaster  boards  were  removed. 
After  thirty  thousand  dollars  of  con¬ 
tracted  work  was  completed,  members 
of  the  congregation  painted  and  wall¬ 
papered  the  16  room  house. 

Daystar  is  parish 

Daystar  is  a  house  for  men  and  women 
who  are  called  to  live  together  with  all  of 
us  who  make  up  the  Christian  community 
that  is  Wesley  parish.  God  has  clarified 
for  us  again  the  fact  that  the  community 
is  the  entire  parish,  not  just  one  or 
another  house. 

Daystar  people  are  in  ministry  in 
various  ways.  Judy  Kerr,  United 
Methodist  Deaconess,  ministers  to  the 
elderly  in  nearby  urban  Springfield.  Phil 
Bess  and  Janet  Summers  are  taking  a 
leave  from  seminary  to  build  a  house  and 
“be”  the  church.  Patricia  Eagan  works 
as  an  aide  in  a  local  nursing  home. 

Daystar  is  one  of  God’s  miracles.  It  is  a 
“new  thing  under  the  sun.”  What  God 
will  do  in  areas  of  counseling,  workshops 
for  human,  spiritual  and  artistic 
development,  training  for  lay  “tent 
ministries,”  we  await  with  eager  ex¬ 
pectation. 

Wesley  UMC  is  still  a  small,  struggling 
church.  There  is  work  to  be  done.  There 
is  greater  obedience  to  be  learned.  There 
are  gifts  yet  to  be  given  and  yet  to  be 
received.  We  believe  that  some  are  truly 
called  to  cook  bean  suppers  and  others 
are  called  to  carve  out  new  patterns  of 
discipleship.  The  point  at  which  our 
various  calls  are  identical  is  this:  we  are 
all  called  into  Christian  community  and 
that  means  loving  one  another,  trusting 
God  and  understanding  that  the  Creator 
moves  in  strangely  unique  ways  in  each 
strangely  unique  child. 

This  article  first  appeared  in  the 
Southern  New  England  Conference 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  “A  Look  at  Some 
Excellent  Church  Schools”  —  the  ten¬ 
tative  title  of  findings  which  hopefully 
will  be  available  to  local  churches  by  the 
end  of  the  summer  —  may  give  United 
Methodists  a  clearer  picture  of  what  the 
“healthy”  church  school  looks  like. 

Based  on  a  selective  sampling  of  436 
outstanding  education  programs  across 
the  denomination,  the  survey  pinpoints 
eight  ingredients  which  set  apart  the 
excellent  church  school,  reports  Dr. 
Warren  J.  Hartman,  top  executive  for 
church  school  development  with  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  here. 

The  survey  was  part  of  a  year-long 
emphasis  on  the  theme  “Good  Things 
Are  Happening”  —  an  emphasis  on  which 
also  singled  out  12  excellent  church 
schools  and  featured  them  monthly  in 
“the  Church  School”  magazine.  (See 
related  listing.) 

The  findings  will  be  released  as  part  of 
next  year’s  resources  for  “Decision 
Point:  Church  School,”  a  nation-wide 
four-year  program  mandated  by  the  1976 
General  Conference  to  improve  and 
expand  United  Methodist  church  schools. 

Purpose  of  the  survey,  Dr.  Hartman 
says,  was  to  accent  the  positive.  “To  find 
out  what  a  healthy  being  looks  like,  we 
went  to  the  healthy  church  schools.  Past 
surveys  tended  to  be  pathological:  we 
looked  at  how  sick  our  church  schools 
were,  and  why,  which  reinforced  the 
negatives.” 

The  eight  ingredients  will  hopefully 
provide  some  good  yardsticks  by  which 
United  Methodist  church  schools  can 
measure  their  own  programs,  Dr. 
Hartman  told  TM/  UMR.  “We  are  not 
sure  these  eight  characteristics  will 


always  produce  good  schools,”  he  said, 
“but  we  do  know  that  good  schools 
seldom  exist  without  them.” 

In  essence,  the  study  shows  a  strong, 
healthy,  effective  church  school  must 
have: 

(1)  A  visible  and  practical  concern  for 
persons  of  all  ages,  in  its  program  and  its 
follow-up;  24  percent  of  the  outstanding 
church  schools  provide  bus  trans¬ 
portation,  for  example; 

(2)  Effective  teachers,  with  an 
organized  program  of  recruitment, 
training  and  support; 

(3)  Deep  personal  involvement  by  both 
pastor  ■  and  -  professional  •  Christian 
educator  who  see  the  church  school  as  an 


12  ‘excellent’ church 
schools  as  featured 
in  Church  School 

Brownsville  UMC,  Birmingham, 
Alabama  ■ 

Choteau  UMC,  Choteau,  Montana 
Christ  UMC,  Plano,  Texas 
Community  UMC,  Elm  Grove, 
Wisconsin 

First  UMC,- Fort  Collins,  Colorado 
First  UMC,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
First  UMC,  Yankton,  South  Dakota 
Long  Island  City  UMC,  Long  Island 
City,  New  York 

Maple  Lane  UMC,  South  Bend, 
Indiana 

Maple  Spring  of  Lakeland  Parish, 
Benton,  Kentucky 
Sumner  UMC,  Mendon,  Missouri 
Trinity  UMC,  El  Paso,  Texas 


U.M.  missionaries  protest 
human  rights  violations 


integral  part  of  the  total  ministry; 

(4)  Programs  for  persons  of  all  ages  as 
well  as  for  those  with  special  interests 
and  special  needs  (singles,  the  han¬ 
dicapped,  intergenerational  and  family 
groups); 

(5)  Pastors  who  place  a  high  value  on 
the  use  of  United  Methodist  curriculum, 
a  factor  which  did  not  appear  significant 
in  past  studies,  Dr.  Hartman  says; 

(6)  Strong  lay  leadership  (a  higher 
percentage  involve  church  school 
superintendents  than  past  studies  in¬ 
dicate)  ; 

(7)  Openness  to  change,  creativity, 
different  settings  and  groupings  to  meet 
changing  needs; 

(8)  A  broad  base  of  support  from 
parents  and  from  the  congregation,  in  the 
forms  of  willingness  to  teach,  funding, 
providing  the  mechanism  for  regular 
reporting  to  church  boards,  and  general 
interest. 

To  come  up  with  model  church  schools 
in  three  categories  (multiple-staff 
churches,  one-pastor  churches  and 
circuit  churches),  Dr.  Hartmen  and  his 
staff  asked  district  superintendents  and 
conference  Christian  education  directors 
to  make  recommendations.  They 
received  681.  Of  those,  436  returned 
forms  supplying  the  staff  with  the 
necessary  information. 

When  the  information  on  those  church 
schools  was  fed  into  a  computer,  Dr. 
Hartman  explained,  the  resulting 
statistical  profile  turned  up  30  dominant 
characteristics,  which  eventually  were 
“collapsed”  into  eight  marks  of  ex¬ 
cellence. 

To  arrive  at  the  12  excellent  church 
schools  specifically  honored  for  their 
work,  the  computer  creamed  off  25 
church  schools  in  each  of  the  three 
categories,  which  were  then  screened 
(anonymously)  by  five  judges  named  by 
the  Board’s  division  of  education. 

Dr.  Hartman  also  conducted  a  previous 
study  of  United  Methodist  Church  schools 
in  1972. 


FAIRFIELD,  Conn.  (UMC)  -  Human 
rights,  the  future  of  mission  and  the  use 
of  missionaries  in  intelligence-gathering 
drew  the  attention  of  United  Methodist 
missionaries  during  a  Conference  and 
Consultation  here  June  23-30,  sponsored 
by  the  World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Expressing  profound  “concern  about 
the  increasing  evidence  of  the  violation  of 
human  rights  around  the  world,”  con¬ 
ference  participants  —  including  94 
missionaries,  as  well  as  board  members 
and  staff  —  singled  out  Chile,  the 
Republic  of  Korea,  Zimbabwe  (Rho¬ 
desia)  and  South  Africa  for  particular 
criticism.  And  in  the  cases  of  Chile  and 
South  Korea,  the  names  of  57  persons 
known  to  have  been  detained  or  im¬ 
prisoned  were  listed.  “In  Chile,  mass 
arrests  continue  ...  In  the  Republic  of 
Korea  a  number  of  persons,  including 
some  Christian  leaders,  have  been 
arrested  or  detained  in  the  past  few 
months  . .  In  Zimbabwe  and  South  Africa 
current  laws  indicate  extreme  viola¬ 
tions  of  human  rights  in  the  name  of  law 
and  order.”  stated  the  resolution. 

The  conference  called  upon  “the 
United  States  government  and  the 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  join  us  in  protesting  these  human 
rights  violations,”  and  voted  to  send 
copies  of  the  resolution  to  appropriate 
persons  in  Congress,  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  governments  of  the  four 
countries  cited  in  the  document.  The 
group  further  requested  the  World 
Division  “enable  some  persons  to  be 
present”  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
United  Nations  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  to  voice  the  concerns  expressed  in 
the  statement. 

The  Missionary  Consultation,  a 
delegated  body  which  makes  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  World  Division  con¬ 
cerning  missionary  affairs,  took  strong 


exception  to  the  use  of  missionaries  in 
intelligence-gathering  efforts  by  U.  S. 
agencies. 

“We  condemn  all  overt  and  covert  use 
of  missionaries  by  any  U.  S.  intelligence- 
gathering  unit,  here  or  abroad,  and  we 
condemn  the  action  of  any  missionary 
who  knowingly  gives  information  to 
agents  of  such  units,”  read  the  statement 
approved  by  the  group.  Although  it  was 
the  second  time  a  group  of  United 
Methodist  missionaries  had  spoken  to  the 
issue,  the  consultation  action  was  the 
strongest  since  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  officials  issued  a  statement 
saying  missionaries  knowingly  coopera¬ 
ting  with  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
faced  dismissaj. 

Consultation  members  instructed  their 
missionaries-in-residence,  Charles  and, 
Ruth  McFarren,  to  draft  letters  for  hand- 
delivery  to  CIA  Director  George  Bush, 
Sen.  Mark  Hatfield  (D.-Ore.)  and 
President  Ford,  and  missionaries  were 
encouraged  to  write  personal  letters  to 
government  officials. 

The  letters  are  to  include  the 
resolution,  the  missionaries  concern 
about  current  CIA  regulations  which 
allow  the  agency  to  approach 
missionaries  on  their  return  to  the  U.  S., 
and  the  group’s  disappointment  that  Sen. 
Hatfield  has  said  he  will  not  push  for 
action  on  his  proposed  legislation  which 
would  ban  all  CIA  use  of  missionaries  in 
intelligence-gathering. 


A  'first’  for  Kio  Crande 

GEORGETOWN.  Tex.  —  Bishop 
Eugene  Slater  ordains  the  first  woman  to 
become  a  deacon  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
church,  the  only  Spanish-speaking 
conference  in  the  nation.  Ms.  Minnie 
Cartano,  a  student  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  was  ordained  in  the 
chapel  at  Southwestern  University  here, 
site  of  the  conference's  annual  meeting. 
About  300  persons  from  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  attended  the  three-day  session. 

PHOTO  BY  SOUTHWESTERN  UNIVERSITY 


Churches  urged  to  lessen  stress 
which  produces  alcoholism 


BOSTON  (RNS)  —  The  director  of  the 
National  Institute  on  Alcohol  Abuse  and 
Alcoholism  (NIAAA)  has  called  on  the 
religious  community  to  help  alleviate  the 
stress  and  crises  in  families  which  often 
produce  alcoholism. 

“In  its  role  of  confidant  to  the  family, 
the  church  can  reach  into  homes  to 
strengthen  us  personally  and  collec¬ 
tively,”  Dr.  Ernest  P.  Noble,  NIAAA 
director,  told  the  22nd  Annual  Assembly 
of  the  North  Conway  Institute. 

The  institute  is  an  interreligious  group 
with  headquarters  here,  devoted  to  the 
study  of  alcoholism  and  other  drug- 
related  problems.  Theme  of  the  1976 
meeting  was  “The  Family  in  Crisis  — 
Changing  Roles  and  Problem  Drinking.” 

Dr.  Noble  said  that  when  the  stress  and 
pressures  of  daily  life  becomes  too  strong 
for  an  individual,  physical  and 
emotionals  result  —  “including  the 
illness  we  call  alcoholism.” 

“We  would  all  benefit  from  a  serious 
effort  to  identify  the  means  to  handle  our 
lifestyles  more  effectively,”  he  said.  “We 
could  all  use  some  rest  from  the  positive 
and  negative  stresses  which  bombard  us 
daily." 

Dr  Noble  said  he  has  personally  found 
“solutions  and  refreshment  in  worship" 
and  called  for  the  churches  to  play  a 
greater  role  “in  providing  relief  for 
psychic  pain." 

“In  our  mobile  society,  we  have  too  few 
anchors,”  he  said.  “We  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  we  can  find  ourselves  the 
kind  of  tranquility  we  require  through  the 
help  a  serene  and  unwavering  church  is 


capable  of  providing.” 

Dr.  Noble  said  that  “within  its  own 
structure,  the  church  can  develop  highly 
sophisticated  techniques  for  dealing  with 
the  problems  we  have  discussed.  As  a 
first  step,  I  would  recommend  increased 
efforts  to  provide  more  training  for 
workers  who  deal  with  crisis  in  the 
family.” 

“I  would  urge  seminaries  to  provide 
greater  training  opportunities  to  prepare 
clergy  to  handle  alcohol  problems  and  to 
increase  understanding  of  what  alcohol 
does  to  its  victims,  physically,  spiritually 
and  psychologically.” 

“It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  ask  the 
church  to  refrain  from  moralizing  about 
alcohol  abuse  —  to  recognize  that  this  is 
an  illness  and  not  a  sin,”  he  said.  “But  it 
is  important  that  clergymen  com¬ 
municate  their  insights  regarding  the 
real  nature  of  the  disorder  to  the  public  at 
large.” 

Dr.  Noble  said  that  “more  effective 
counseling  techniques  may  be  necessary 
to  insure  that  people  who  come  for  help 
do  not  mistake  guidance  for  preaching.” 

“Steps  must  be  taken  to  remove  em¬ 
barrassment  people  may  feel  about 
bringing  the  ‘evil  of  drink’  to  the 
‘goodness  of  the  church’  —  particularly 
in  cases  where  attempts  have  been  made 
at  treatment  and  frequent  lapses  have 
taken  place.  Some  way  or  another  we 
must  all  be  helped  to  view  the  sanctuary 
as  one  clergyman  described  it  —  a 
hospital  for  sick  souls  —  an  appropriate, 
effective  place  to  recover  from  a 
multitude  of  social  ailments.” 


Give  a  child 
your  hand 


This  Ethiopian  youngster  is  learning  to 
walk  again.  He  is  one  of  150  children  - 
many  of  them  polio  victims  -  cared 
for  with  Christian  concern  at  the 
Cheshire  House  for  Physically 
Handicapped  Children 
in  Addis  Ababa. 

A  child's  stay  at  Cheshire  House 
averages  six  months  with  six  to 
ten  admissions  and  discharges 
a  month.  In  addition  to  therapy, 
the  children  receive  elemen¬ 
tary  schooling  and  handicraft 
instruction. 

Your  gift  to  this  UMCOR 
child  support  project 
could  make  possible  the 
treatment  of  more 
handicapped  children. 

Send  your  gift  today. 

Help  a  child  walk  again. 


—  ™ —  115370-^ 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  lo: 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr 
New  York.  NY  10027 
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Shamblin,  Bryan,  Hicks, 
Lovem  elected  bishops  at  SCJ 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  new  bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area,  confers  with  two 
other  newly  elected  bishops,  Monk  Bryan  and  Kenneth  W.  Hicks.  Bishop  Shamblin 
was  the  first  of  four  new  bishops  elected  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  last  week  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Also  elected  was  J.  Chess  Lovern,  who  is 
not  pictured. 


Quitman  Church  is  consecrated 


Shown  here  are 
some  of  the  persons 
who  participated  in 
the  Consecreation 
Servies  of  the  Quit- 
man  Church,  In  the 
Ruston  District. 

Constructed  at  a 
cost  of  $85,000.00 , 
local  church 
bers  have  done 
much  of  the  work 
themselves.  Those 
in  the  picture  are: 

Rev.  Tillman 
Brown,  Earl  Na'. 

ley,  Rev.  Karl  Tooke,  Mrs.  Mary  Waldrip,  Roy  Brumby,  Rev.  William  Rowell, 
Travis  Brown  and  District  Superintendent  Ed  Thomas. 


George  Me  Fay  excels 


in  Ceramics  Show 


The  Rev.  George  McVay  and  Mrs. 
Elaine  Porter  hold  ribbons  won  at  the 
Southwest  Louisiana  Ceramics  Show. 
Rev.  McVay’s  entry  is  the  Christmas 
tree. 

The  Rev.  George  McVay,  Pastor  of  the 
Oak  Park  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  won  a 
tri-color  ribbon  for  his  Christmas  tree 
ceramic  entry  in  the  1976  Southwest 
Louisiana  Ceramics  Show  held  in  Lake 
Charles  in  May.  The  tree,  Mr.  McVay’s 
first  piece,  was  entered  in  the  Men’s 
Division.  He  is  “.  .  .  the  newest  member 
of  Lake  Charles’  First  Church  Ceramics 
Class.” 

In  the  same  competition,  First  Church 
entries  won  five  other  tri-colors,  an  honor 
awarded  the  best  in  each  division.  These 
included:  Elaine  Porter,  china  painted 
magnolia  plate  and  draped  doll, 
Professional  Division;  also,  Ruth  Lind¬ 
sey  won  a  ribbon  for  her  draped  doll  in 
that  division.  In  the  Adult  Division,  Bea 
Sockrider;  in  the  Golden  Agers  Division, 
Maude  McKeown;  and  other  first  place 
winners  were  Ruth  Weber,  Eunice 
Surles,  Leitha  Schmutz,  and  Louella 
Queenan.  In  all,  First  Church  won  50 
ribbons  in  the  show. 


First  Church  Lake  Charles 
holds  consecration  service 

First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  con¬ 
secrated  the  new  Family  Activity  Center 
on  June  27.  H.  L.  Dickens,  chairman  of 
the  building  committee,  presented  the 
building  and  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr., 
District  Superintendent,  accepted. 
Others  participating  in  the  service  were 
the  Revs.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.,  pastor 
and  George  Pearce,  former  pastor. 

The  new  building  provides  facilities  for 
programs  and  Christian  activities  for  all 
ages,  including  weaving,  ceramics, 
photography,  oil  painting,  skating,  table 
games,  volley  ball  and  basketball. 

In  addition  to  the  rooms  for  activities 
and  the  gym  there  is  also  a  carpeted 
game  room  featuring  a  sunken  seating 
area  and  fireplace.  The  building  also  has 
office  space  for  the  director  of  programs, 
business  manager  and  educational 
assistant.  The  center  is  well  equipped  for 
total  family  activity. 
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Shown  at  consecration  in  Lake  Charles 
are  (l-r)  Henry  C.  Blount.  Jr.,  George 
Pearce,  and  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr. 


North  Highlands  Youth  enjoy  trip 


Shown  here  are  members  of  North  Highlands  Church  UMYF.  Shreveport,  as  they 
embarked  on  a  retreat  to  Lone  Star,  Texas.  Counselors  Charlotte  Mattmiller  and 
Terry  Sullivan  accompanied  the  group,  and  they  report  that  the  trip  "provided  a  fun 
and  spiritual  time  for  all."  The  Rev.  John  Sewell  is  pastor 

TV* 


In  honor  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield 

Dinner  to  be  held  in 
Alexandria  Convention  Center 


You  are  cordially  invited  ...  to  honor 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  on 
July  27,  1976  in  the  Convention  Center  in 
Alexandria  at  6:00  p.m.  A  dinner 
program  is  planned  as  a  send-off  for  the 
Crutchfields  as  they  go  to  their  new 
assignment  in  the  Houston  area.  All 
Louisiana  Methodists  and  friends  of 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield  are  invited 
to  this  event  and  it  is  expected  that  more 
than  600  persons  will  attend.  The  cost  is 
$5.00  per  person. 

The  program  will  focus  on  the  leader¬ 
ship  which  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield 
have  evidenced  during  the  four  years  in 
which  they  have  called  the  Louisiana 
Conference  home.  The  enthusiastic  spirit 
of  dedication  which  has  been  inspired  in 
clergy  and  lay  persons  throughout  the 
Conference  during  their  tenure  and  the 
long  list  of  achievements  for  Christian 
growth  and  discipleship  will  be  high¬ 
lighted.  An  unprecedented  period  of 

Men  \s  Retreat 

Inspirational  Louisiana 
Conference  held 
at  Pineville 

A  large  number  of  men  from 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
shared  in  an  especially  fruitful  retreat  in 
Pineville  recently,  according  to  in¬ 
formation  received  from  Tom  Matheny. 
He  notes,  “The  love  and  concern  that  was 
expressed  and  lived  out  during  these  two 
days  was  truly  inspirational.” 

The  speaker  for  the  three  general 
sessions  was  the  Rev.  Ken  Carter, 
Carrollton,  Texas.  His  dynamic  sermons 
were  the  highlights  of  the  entire  retreat. 
There  were  also  five  small  group 
sessions;  nine  different  groups  were 
available  for  participants. 

The  retreat  was  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  the  Laity,  through 
its  United  Methodist  Men’s  Committee. 
Chairman  for  the  event  was  Eloi 
Primeaux. 


Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield 


affirmative  development  has  taken  place 
in  all  phases  of  Conference  activity 
during  this  quadrennium  and  the  spot¬ 
light  will  be  on  the  indelible  contributions 
left  by  Finis  and  Bennie  Crutchfield. 

It  is  important  that  all  persons  wishing 
to  attend  this  memorable  event  contact 
their  District  Superintendent  immediate¬ 
ly.  Each  of  the  nine  superintendents  is  in 
charge  of  providing  tickets  for  purchase. 
Friday,  July  23  has  been  set  as  the 
deadline  for  accepting  requests  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  committee  spokesman. 

The  planning  committee  is  composed 
of  Edward  R.  Thomas,  chairman,  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  Tom  Matheny, 
Harvey  Williamson,  Alfred  Norris, 
Jimmie  Caraway,  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery, 
and  Robert  F.  Harrington. 

Since  this  event  promises  to  be  one  of 
the  most  colorful  in  Conference  history,  it 
is  one  that  you  will  want  to  attend.  This 
send-off  for  the  Crutchfields  will  be 
mixed  with  the  love  and  respect  of  the 
Conference  and  the  bittersweet  emotions 
of  saying  good-bye. 

The  Conference  looks  forward  to 
welcoming  our  new  Bishop  and  Mrs.  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  within  a  few  weeks. 


New  retirement  home  purchased 
by  Lakeview  church ,  Minden 


LoORev lew  cnurch,  Minden  has  recently  purchased  a  home  for  retired  ministers. 
First  occupants  invited  to  live  in  the  home  are  the  Rev.  Gray  Wilson  and  Mrs 
Wilson,  who  formerly  served  the  Lakeview  Church.  This  photograph,  taken  in  the 
living  room  of  the  home,  shows  (l-r):  Rev.  Wilson.  Mrs.  Wilson;  George  Fithen 
(chairman  of  Lakeview  Board  of  Trustees):  Henry  Matthews,  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board:  and  the  Rev.  Leland  Wade,  pastor.  The  home  is  located  at 
1000  Yale  Street  in  Minden 


Pastoral  care  course  planned 


A  unique  course  in  clinical  pastoral 
training,  featuring  group  dynamics,  will 
be  offered  for  ministers  at  Central 
Louisiana  State  Hospital,  beginning 
Monday,  July  26. 

Rev.  Wayne  J.  Durham,  Jr.,  Senior 
Chaplain  and  co-ordinator  of  Pastoral 
Care  and  Training,  said  the  study  will  be 
in  current  group  theories.  Emphasis  will 
be  given,  also,  to  church  renewal  groups 
The  clinical  aspect  of  the  course  will  be 
through  actual  group  interaction 
Meeting  time  is  from  nine  to  four  daily. 

Two  from  Louisiana 
receive  Perkins 
awards 

When  Honors  and  Awards  were 
presented  by  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
of  SMU  recently,  two  recipients  were 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference.  They 
are:  Richard  Olen  Beckham,  III  of 
Metairie;  and  David  G.  Trickett,  of 
Shreveport. 

The  National  Methodist  Scholarship 
Seminary  Award  was  presented  to  Mr. 
Beckham,  one  of  two  persons  receiving 
this  honor. 

The  John  M.  Moore  Fellowship  was 
awarded  Mr.  Trickett  and  one  other 
person. 


for  eight  weeks,  and  seminary  credit 
may  be  obtained.  Tuition  fee  for  the  two- 
hours  credit  is  $12.50. 

Durham  said,  “I  feel  this  particular 
course  will  be  of  practical  value  to 
pastors  as  they  minister  to  people 
through  counseling  and  group 
dynamics.” 

Interested  pesons  may  call  (445-2421) 
or  write  to  Chaplain  Durham  at  Central 
Hospital.  P.O.  Box  31,  Pineville  71360. 

Unwed  mothers  service 

For  years  our  conference  operated  a 
splendid  home  for  unwed  mothers.  When 
the  need  for  this  service  declined,  our 
facility  was  converted  to  a  more  useful 
home  for  abused,  abandoned,  and 
neglected  children,  which  conversion  has 
been  more  than  amply  justified  by  the 
results.  However,  there  is  still  a  need  for 
some  service  to  be  rendered  in  the  field  of 
fatherless  children.  Our  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  now  offers 
its  services  to  all  our  Southwest  Con¬ 
ferences.  Dr.  Harold  D.  Burkhardt,  6487 
Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  78240, 
telephone  number  (512  )  696-2410,  is  the 
one  who  may  be  contacted  for  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  this  splendid  institution.  One 
other  Protestant  home  is  nearer.  If  you 
need  to  know  more  about  this  concern, 
please  write  Dr,  Burkhardt. 


Bishop’s  Message 

The  recent  session  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference,  the  Committee  on  the 
Episcopacy  assigned  us  to  the  Houston  area.  According  to  time-honoured 
custom  each  itinerant  Methodist  Elder  receives  his  appointment  from  the 
conference,  we  have  received  ours. 

We  regret  to  leave  Louisiana,  its  lovely  people,  and  truly  wonderful  Methodist 
constituency  for  we  have  had  here  four  of  the  most  satisfying  years  of  our  lives. 
Our  effort  to  give  leadership  to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  affairs  of  the  area  has 
been  a  sacred  privilege;  presiding  over  the  on-going  program  and  the  sessions 
of  the  Annual  Conference  has  proved  gratifying.  On  all  occasions  the  people  of 
our  great  Annual  Conference  have  been  gracious,  caring,  dedicated  and 
understanding. 

We  leave  not  on  our  own  request  nor  at  the  request  of  the  conference,  but 
because  of  the  arrangement  of  unfortunate  tenure  rules  established  by  General 
Conferences  this  year  in  April.  Those  tenure  and  retirement  regulations  when 
applied  to  our  situation  have  made  this  the  wise  course  of  action.  We  regret  to 
go,  but  we  will  go  with  the  same  sense  of  optimistic  commitment  and 
anticipation  that  we  expect  of  all  ministers  when  they  receive  their 
assignments. 

Bennie  and  I  will  take  with  us  an  appreciation  of  Louisiana  history  and  taste 
for  Creole  and  Cajun  cuisine.  We  find  that  we  have  acquired  an  appreciation  for 
some  measure  of  that  unique  quality  of  living  that  only  those  who  have  lived  in 
and  loved  New  Orleans  can  properly  understand.  We  carry  with  us  the  memory 
of  events  and  experiences  that  have  enriched  our  souls.  We  know  we  are 
fortunate  in  establishing  some  abiding  friendships  that  time  and  distance 
cannot  diminish.  Our  work  here  has  been  enriched  by  the  loyalty  of  the  cabinet, 
the  entire  conference,  and  especially  by  the  superb  and  dedicated  labors  of  Mrs. 
Dawson  Watson,  our  secretary  in  the  episcopal  office. 

Our  new  Louisiana  Bishop,  Kenneth  Shamblin,  is  truly  a  wonderful  leader,  a 
wise  administrator,  and  a  deeply  committed  Christian.  He  is  gifted  with  graces 
and  skills;  both  the  bishop  and  conference  are  fortunate  indeed.  The  match  is 
perfect. 

Meanwhile,  Mrs.  Crutchfield  joins  me  in  saying  the  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul, 
who  wrote  to  his  favorite  congregation,  the  Phillippians,  “I  thank  God  for  every 
remembrance  of  all  of  you  ...” 


Six  from  Aurora  achieve  Eagle  Scout  Rank 


Shown  above  are  six  young  men  from  the  Aurora  Church  who  attained  the  rank  of 
Eagle  Scout  during  the  past  year  of  the  Scouting  program.  They  are  (l-r)  Jeff 
Regan,  Rick  McCarty,  James  Spafford,  Jeff  Page,  Mark  Harlan,  and  Rick  Kiel. 
Throughout  the  year  the  Aurora  Church  has  sponsored  two  Boy  Scout  Troops,  two 
Brownie  Packs,  and  has  afforded  meeting  facilities  for  five  Girl  Scout  groups.  The 
scouting  program  at  Aurora  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  outstanding  such 
efforts  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area.  The  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 

I\eus  of  Interest 


AROUND  OUR  CONFERENCE 


United  Methodist  Women  of  the  New 
Orleans  District,  focusing  their  attention 
on  the  issue  of  Child  Advocacy,  met 
recently  to  hear  an  outstanding  panel  of 
specialists  in  the  area  of  children  and 
youth. 

Moderating  was  Mr.  Robert  Quintana, 
Family  Service  Society.  Representatives 
from  the  following  organizations  also 
took  part:  Orleans  Parish  School  Board; 
Division  of  Family  Services;  Public 
Health;  Coalition  of  Human  Dignity; 
Child  Abuse  Center;  and  VISTA.  Four 
areas  of  primary  need  were  identified 
and  task  forces  appointed  for  further 
study.  Co-chairmen  of  the  event  were 
Mrs.  George  W.  Carter,  District 
President  and  Mrs.  E.  Mae  Calvin, 
Conference  Coordinator  for  Supportive 
Community. 


Haven  Church  UMW  entertained  the 
Senior  Citizens  Golden  Age  group  with  a 
recent  program  and  film,  “The  Third 
Age.”  The  program  featured  many 
members  of  the  unit  in  readings  and 
songs,  and  gave  entertaining  skits  and 
recreation.  The  program  was  shared, 
also  by  the  Social  Concerns  area  of  the 
church,  Mrs.  Elisha  Hauser  chairman. 
Mrs.  Wilhelmenia  Green  is  President  of 


the  Haven  UMW;  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Fisher  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Announcement  has  been  made  jointly 
by  the  Council  for  the  Development  of 
French  in  Louisiana  and  the  University 
of  Southwestern  Louisiana  that  two  USL 
administrators  have  been  chosen  by  the 
Government  of  France  for  the  honor  of 
the  Order  of  the  Palms,  an  award  created 
in  1808  to  honor  excellence  in  education. 
They  are  Dr.  Richard  E.  Chandler,  head 
of  USL  Department  of  Foreign 
Languages  and  a  member  of  Asbury 
Church,  Lafayette;  and  Dr.  Ray 
Authement,  President  of  the  college. 

*  •  • 

Henning  Memorial  Church  of  Sulphur 
recently  announced  a  gift  of  $400  to  the 
Iban  Pastors  Advance  Special.  This 
special  need  has  been  pointed  up  in  our 
Conference  following  the  visit  last  year  of 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield  to  the  Iban 
people.  Pastor  at  Henning  is  the  Rev. 
Warren  Blakeman. 

The  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  con¬ 
tributed  several  of  his  original  oil  and 
acrylic  paintings  for  an  auction  which 
netted  $565  for  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana. 


Grace  Church ,  Ruston  involves 


many  in  “We  Care” Mission 


When  Grace  Church,  Ruston  held 
three-day  “We  Care”  Mission,  it  was 
with  the  help  of  many  other  ministers 
from  Methodist  churches.  The  Rev.  Leon 
Scott,  pastor  of  Grace,  said  that  the 
ministers  visited  with  members  of  the 
Grace  congregation,  and  through  the 
sharing  of  experiences  and  Christian 
understanding,  it  was  felt  that  this  type 
of  cooperation  helped  ”...  to  build  and 


strengthen  one  another’s  churches!” 

Participating  at  Grace  Church  were 
these  ministers,  shown  in  the  picture,  l-r: 
Fred  Schwendiman ;  Tom  Crosby ;  Chris 
Andrews;  James  Poole;  David  Strozier; 
Robert  Carter,  Merlin  Merrill;  Terral 
Lowe  ,  DanTohline;  Burton  Blair  ;  Edwin 
House;  Robert  Peyton;  Lynn  Merrill; 
Don  Hall;  John  Johns,  Dean  Thompson; 
and  the  host  pastor,  Leon  Scott. 
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There  is  a  blind  patriotism  which  says, 
“Eight  or  wrong,  my  country.”  The 
implication  is  that  loyalty  to  country 
supersedes  questions  of  right  or  wrong. 
In  times  of  crisis  the  issue  of  morality  is 
not  to  be  raised,  and  criticism  is  in¬ 
terpreted  as  disloyalty. 

In  this  bicentennial  year  we  have  had 
very  few  appeals  to  indiscriminate 
patriotism.  In  fact,  efforts  to  promote 
celebration  have  been  difficult  to  initiate. 
Watergate,  disclosures  of  intrigue,  and 
infidelity  at  the  highest  levels  of 
government,  have  left  people 
disillusioned.  Confidence  in  the  in¬ 
stitutions  of  our  national  life  are  at  an  all 
time  low.  Support  for  repressive 
governments  in  Africa,  South  America, 
and  Asia  make  mockery  of  our  claim  of 
“liberty  and  justice  for  all.” 

Blind  patriotism  is  childish.  Criticism 
of  the  parent  is  too  threatening  to  en¬ 
tertain.  But  a  totally  negative  appraisal, 
common  in  some  quarters,  is  adolescent. 
The  parent  is  utterly  hopeless.  A  mature 
sentiment  is  capable  of  affirming  parent 
or  nation,  all  the  while  making 
discriminating  judgments. 

•  For  the  Christian  familiar  with  the 
Scriptures,  a  mature  patriotism  should 
be  possible.  The  Bible  teaches  us  that  we 
«»re  both  sinner  and  saved,  that  we  may 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


experience  grace  in  the  midst  of  alien¬ 
ation,  and  that  we  are  possessed  by  both 
original  sin  and  original  righteousness. 
Good  and  evil  exist  together  in  life,  the 
wheat  and  the  tares  grow  in  the  same 
field. 

So  we  enter  the  mid-point  of  this 
bicentennial  year  prepared  to  confess 
and  to  praise.  The  sins  of  racism  and 
bigotry  have  oppressed  segments  of  our 
population  and  offended  other  nations. 
We  have  waged  unjust  wars  and  ex¬ 
ploited  the  wealth  of  poor  countries.  But 
at  the  same  time  we  need  not  apologize 
for  the  approximations  of  justice  that 
prevail  in  our  country,  for  the  liberties 
that  have  been  established,  and  for  the 
freedoms  which  have  been  achieved. 
Praise  and  repentance  go  together  in  the 
Christian  life,  and  both  are  appropriate 
as  we  contemplate  the  first  200  years  of 
our  nation. 

Patriotism  does  not  require  the 
childish  denial  of  parental  weakness,  nor 
the  adolescent  denial  of  parental 
strength.  We  need  not  say  defiantly,  “My 
country,  right  or  wrong.”  Nor  need  we 
cover  ourselves  with  shame.  Better  to 
say,  ‘‘My  country,  right  or  wrong  — 
under  God.” 

—Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer 

Minnesota  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Is  alcoholism  cure  better  than  prevention? 


By  L.  ELBERT  WETHINGTON 

A  widely  publicized  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  earlier  this  year 
raised  a  basic  question  about  alcoholism 
too  long  glossed  over  or  ignored:  Why,  as 
in  other  health  matters,  is  not  the 
prevention  of  alcoholism  better  than  its 
cure? 

More  than  fifty  celebrities  in  a  two- 
hour  “elaborately  staged  drama” 
publicly  acknowledged  —  many  for  the 
first  time  —  that  they  are  “recovered” 
alcoholics.  These  victims  of  alcohol 
“recovered  their  health  through  un¬ 
wavering  abstinence  from  alcoholic 
drink.” 

Their  purpose  was  to  remove  the 
“stigma”  of  alcoholism  by  this  public 
encouragement  of  the  nation’s  estimated 
10  million  alcoholics  to  seek  treatment 
and  to  raise  more  money  for  medical 
research. 

How  long  will  the  National  Council  on 
Alcoholism  (NCA),  which  staged  this 
public  confession  at  its  annual  meeting, 
deny  or  treat  lightly  the  moral  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  drinking  alcohol?  In  rejecting 
the  term  “reformed”  alcoholics,  Dr. 
Luther  A.  Cloud,  the  Council  vice- 


chairman,  said  the  term  implies 
erroneously  that  alcoholism  is  a  moral 
straying  rather  than  an  illness.  “Being 
sick  is  not  being  bad,”  Dr.  Cloud  said. 

Granted,  alcoholism  is  an  illness, 
perhaps  the  most  serious  illness  in 
America.  But  what  shall  we  say  about  the 
moral  responsibility  of  informed  and 
intelligent  persons  who  drink  a  drug 
known  to  cause  disease,  and  the  first 
small  quantity  of  which  alters  the  per¬ 
sonality  and  weakens  the  will’s 
resistance  to  drink  more?  Some  may  be 
just  plan  stupid;  others  may  be  sick 
before  they  drink  alcohol,  in  which  case 
alcohol  only  complicates  and  worsens  the 
illness.  This  moral  illness  is,  of  course, 
more  complicated  than  here  stated,  but 
the  basic  question  remains. 

The  NCA,  the  recovered  alcoholic 
celebrities,  and  Alcoholic  Anonymous 
all  agree  that  alcoholism  cannot  be 
treated  by  “controlled”  or  limited 
drinking.  “Only  complete  abstinence  will 
stem  the  chronic  disease’s  progressively 
damaging  medical  effects,”  the  NCA 
leaders  said. 

Why  are  they  so  unequivocal  about  the 
treatment  of  this  lethal  illness  and  so 


equivocating  about  its  prevention? 

Among  the  speakers  there  was 
disagreement  about  advertising.  Thomas 
J.  Swafford,  a  CBS  television  network 
vice-president  who  was  among  the 
recovered  alcoholics,  argued  that  ban¬ 
ning  TV  advertising  for  beer  and  wine 
would  have  no  effect  on  the  incidence  of 
alcoholism.  One  wonders  how  a  national 
disease  of  epidemic  proportions  can  be 
treated  without  hurting  vested  interests 
which  have  profited  so  much  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  the  illness.  On  the 
other  hand,  Dr.  William  W.  Daniel,  a 
New  Jersey  surgeon  and  one  of  the 
recovered  alcoholics  present,  argued 
that  alcoholic  beverage  commercials 
should  be  prohibited  because  they  “lead 
listeners  to  equate  drinking  with  having 
fun.”  One  wonders  whether  the  young 
have  not  already  been  pretty  thoroughly 
convinced  by  their  elders  that,  indeed, 
drinking  alcohol  is  essential  to  “having 
fun.” 

How  long  before  more  Americans  will 
have  enough  common  sense  —  not  to 
mention  compassion  —  to  begin 


Elbert  Wethington 
reeducating  a  whole  generation  that 
prevention  is  better  (and  cheaper)  than 
cure? 

And  given  the  nature  of  this  drug, 
alcohol,  is  not  the  sanest  prevention  of 
alcohol  “only  complete  abstinence"  as 
the  recovered  alcoholics,  by  sad  ex¬ 
perience,  say  is  its  only  treatment? 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are:  ^ .  Elbert 
Wethington,  chairman  of  the  religion 
department  at  Lebanon  Valley  College  in 
Annville,  Pa.  (Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference );  Mrs.  Alice  Wiemers,  a 
member  of  the  UMC  in  Hondo,  Tx. 
(Southwest  Texas  Conference);  and  C. 
H.  Burlingame,  a  member  of  the  UMC  in 
Taos,  New  Mexico. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  “ Here  I  Stand,"  TM- 
UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


Bicentennial  issue  draws  varied  response 


?To  the  Editor: 

There  is  hope  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  I  just  read  your  July  2  essay 
"Does  the  church  in  America  have  a 
future?”  and  also  Dr.  Albert  Outler’s 
views  on  United  Methodist  Church’s 
future.  Both  works  gave  me  new  hope. 
All  comments  are  well  taken  and  cover 
some  prime  concerns  of  our  church 
today.  With  this  type  of  thinking  there  is 
hope. 

Dr.  Outler  states  “the  future  literally 
depends  upon  whether  we  discover  what 
it  takes  for  the  living  in  these  days.” 
What  it  takes,  as  he  knows  and  you  state 
is;  “we  must  take  HIS  message  and 
extend  Christ  ministry  to  every  point  of 
the  globe  —  including  our  own  neigh¬ 
borhoods.” 

But  I  do  sense  the  question  of  some, 
"what  is  Christ’s  ministry?”  I  feel  and 
have  recently  heard  many  other 
Christians  say  that  it  is  (love  and  caring 
for  others  unconditionally).  This  is  what 
Jesus  taught  and  is  our  perfect  example 
to  follow. 

Faith  and  believing  is  doing.  Love  can 
not  merely  be  said;  it  must  be  shown. 
Caring  is  a  way  to  show  love.  Caring  is 
something  we  can  teach  ourselves,  and 
others  will  learn  from  us  (from  what  we 
do).  What  better  evangelism  can  we 
carry  out  in  the  future? 

LeRoy  S.  Wilson 
Jamestown,  New  York 
The  best  yet 
To  the  Editor: 

I  think  the  July  2  issue  of  TM/  UMR  is 
the  best  one  I’ve  ever  read. 

C.  E.  Peeples 
Jacksonville,  Texas 
Well-educated  clergy 
is  very  important 
To  the  Editor: 

While  reading  the  July  2nd  issue  of 
TM/  UMR  the  interview  with  Dr.  Outler 
intrigued  me;  especially  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  the  church  needs  or  wants 
•  an  educated  clergy. 

Over  the  years  there  has  been  a 
growing  attitude  among  some  Methodists 
■  that  educated  ministers  are  not 
necessary.  Surely  we  need  to  bring  this 
attitude  out  into  the  light  of  truth  and 
dispell  it  for  what  it  is:  a  danger  to  the 
church. 

It  appears  that  those  who  advocate  a 
noneducated  clergy  have  forgotten  their 
own  religious  heritage.  Mr.  Wesley  in¬ 
sisted  that  his  preachers  be  well  read, 
continue  to  gain  knowledge  of  God,  so 
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that  they  could  effectively  and  truthfully 
lead  the  Methodists  on  toward  perfection. 

My  feelings  are  that  we  should  con¬ 
tinue,  in  the  tradition  of  Wesley,  to  insist 
on  a  well-educated  clergy.  I  say,  let’s 
continue  to  go  forward  toward  perfection 
and  not  backward  into  the  mistakes  of 
the  past. 

Don  Morgan 

Atlanta,  Georgia 

‘Lea rn ed  m  in  istry  yes.r 

To  the  Editor: 

The  interview  with  Dr.  Outler  on  the 
future  of  Methodism  (TM/  UMR,  July  2) 
was  truly  a  masterpiece.  I  particularly 
was  impressed  by  his  remarks  on  a 
“learned  ministry.”  The  average  lay 
person  hopefully  is  demanding 
ministerial  leadership.  Too  many  times  a 
pastor  appears  to  be  observing  his 
congregation  and  then  going  down  a 
middle  road,  with  no  real  spiritual  or 
biblical  emphasis. 

Ministers  should  read  and  reread  Dr. 
Outler’s  remarks.  Lay  persons  need 
actively  to  support  a  learned  ministry.  I 
truly  believe  Methodism  can  again  in¬ 
crease  its  membership  but  it  definitely 
needs  spiritual  leadership  both  from  its 
lay  persons  and  its  pastors. 

Richard  D.  Comly 

Wilmington,  Delaware 

IS  a  rrowness  d  is  tressing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  a  bit  distressed  by  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  July  2nd  issue  of 
TM/  UMR.  The  article  was  a  report  on 
the  responses  you  received  to  the 
question  “What  3  items  characterizing 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
people  would  you  place  in  a  time  capsule 
to  be  opened  in  2076?”  Some  of  the 
responses  showed  deep  reflection  and  a 
warm  and  optimistic  view  of  the 
Methodist  and  world  communities  of 
which  we  are  members. 

However,  some  of  the  responses 
demonstrated  a  narrowness  of  concern 
which  I  find  to  be  quite  contrary  to  the 
tenets  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Observe :  ( 1 )  a  woman  reverend  suggests 
a  filmstrip  on  women  in  the  ministry,  (2) 
a  reverend  with  a  Spanish  surname 
suggests  “The  Methodist  Hymnal” 
printed  in  Spanish,  (3)  a  director  of  news 
services  suggests  certain  news  articles, 
(4)  the  president  of  an  Asian-American 
Methodist  group  suggests  the  articles  of 
incorporation  for  his  organization,  (5)  an 
editor  suggests  a  printing  press,  and  (6) 
a  Choctaw  Indian  suggests  a  beaded 
medallion. 

Do  these  people  believe  these  articles 
to  “characterize  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  its  people?”  It  seems  to  me 
that  these  suggestions  characterize 
subsets  (albeit  important  subsets)  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  This  type  of 
tunnel  vision  can  only  be  supportive  of 
the  segregation  and  division  we  preach 
against. 

It  is  reasonable  and  beneficial  to  work 
in  subgroups.  However,  let  us  not  lose 
sight  of  the  supersets  of  which  we  are 
members,  Methodists,  Christians, 
inhabitants  of  Earth. 

Randolph  G.  Bias 

Austin,  Texas 

For  wliat  do  we  want 
to  he  remem  be  red? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  July  2 
TM/  UMR  in  which  many  of  the  leaders 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  ex¬ 
pressed  their  hopes  and  visions  for  the 
church  of  the  future. 

Pat  Sites’  feature  on  “What  should  go 
into  the  ‘time  capsule’  ”  especially 


piqued  my  imagination.  However,  I  was 
little  surprised  that  the  majority 
questioned  felt  the  “items  characterizing 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
people”  most  worthy  of  preserving 
should  reflect  the  church’s  efforts  and 
accomplishments  rather  than  its 
obedience  to  the  Will  of  God. 

With  this  in  mind,  may  I  suggest  the 
three  things  I  would  like  to  see  placed  in  a 
time  capsule,  as  a  reminder  to  ourselves 
as  well  as  posterity  —  not  of  what  we 
have  done  or  are  attempting  to  do,  but  a 
reminder  of  what  God  would  accomplish 
through  us,  if  we  would  allow  Him  to. 

1.  A  Cross,  superimposed  on  the  Star  of 
David  —  representing  God’s  ultimate 
purpose  for  His  Chosen  People:  all  of 
mankind  —  and  a  reminder  of  the  Great 
Commission. 

2.  An  olive  branch  —  representing  His 
kind  of  Peace:  Peace  of  Mind  and  Peace 
of  Soul,  which  should  be  evidenced  in  our 
lives  for  others  to  see,  and  want. 

3.  A  basin  and  a  towel  —  representing 
the  humility,  service,  compassion  and 
acceptance  man  must  have  for  his 
brother,  before  God  can  ever  really  use 
him. 

Jesus  Himself  said,  “Lay  not  up  for 
yourselves  treasures  upon  earth  .  .  .” 
(Matt.  6:19).  I  would  rather  that  my 
church  be  remembered  and  recognized 
for  the  manifestation  of  God’s  power  in 
and  through  the  lives  of  its  people  than 


for  all  the  “Disciplines”  and  General 
Conference  data  in  the  world. 

If  every  yielded  believer  would 
manifest  Jesus  in  his  life,  ministering  to 
the  world,  God’s  Will  would  truly  be  done 
“on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.”  Would  that 
future  generations  remember  us  —  not 
for  what  we  “did  for  Him,"  but  what  He 
was  able  to  accomplish  through  us. 

Mrs.  Joanne  Siddon 

Winnsboro,  Louisiana 
Declining  membership: 
no  reason  for  guilt 

To  the  Editor: 

Upon  reading  the  June  18  news  article 
on  declining  membership,  I  felt  quite 
perturbed  as  it  tried  to  make  us  feel 
guilty.  I  ask  “Why  should  it?”  —  unless  it 
is  trying  to  protect  the  status  quo  and 
prestige  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

General  Conference  has  fallen  into  this 
same  trip  as  it  has  made  the  procedure 
more  difficult  to  remove  members  from 
the  church  rolls.  This  seems  to  be  putting 
the  cart  before  the  horse,  or  closing  the 
door  after  the  horse  is  gone.  It  is  true  that 
numbers  look  good.  But  what  is  the  an¬ 
swer  to  a  strong  church  which  asserts  the 
Lordship  of  Christ,  quantity  or  quality? 
Would  we  not  have  a  stronger  and  more 
committed  church  if  the  steps  to  church 
membership  were  far  more  stringent? 

At  present,  the  lax  members  we  do 
have  on  our  church  rolls  we  do  not 
remove  because  we  are  so  afraid  of 
.  hurting  someone’s  feelings,  or  because  it 
looks  bad  on  the  pastor’s  record,  even 
though  such  persons  contribute  nothing 
or  next  to  nothing  to  the  life  of  the  church 
and  in  many  cases  do  not  wish  the 
ministry  of  the  church  to  touch  their 
lives. 

So,  let  us  shake  the  prestige  of  numbers 
and  get  down  to  a  church  which  has  vim, 
vigor,  and  vitality  and  presents  a 
challenge  to  those  who  would  wish  to  join 
its  ranks  and  become  committed  persons 
to  its  purpose  and  goals.  This  might 
come  in  a  period  of  probationary 
membership  to  prove  one’s  commitment 
to  the  goals  and  purpose  of  the  church’s 
challenge. 


Overcoming  food  problem 
not  as  simple  as  it  seems 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Visit  to  Washington  can 
renew  faith  in  God ,  nation 


By  ALICE  WIEMERS 

Ralph  Cox  in  “Ways  to  alleviate  food 
problem”  (TM/  UMR,  May  28)  has  put 
forth  some  suggestions  that,  if  they  were 
to  become  a  reality,  might  result  in  some 
very  undesirable  reactions.  As  a  farmer 
and  producer  of  livestock,  I  would  like  to 
enlarge  on  his  suggestions. 

Regarding  Mr.  Cox’s  fourth  proposal, 
“.  .  .  preferential  tax  consideration  could 
be  given  to  land  that  is  suitable  for  grain 
production  if  it  is  used  for  that  purpose, 
rather  than  utilized  for  pasturing  beef 
cattle,”  a  tax  incentive  for  grain 
production  could  entice  farmers  to  till 
marginal  lands  resulting  in  extensive 
erosion,  finally  rendering  the  land 
useless.  These  lands  would  be  better  left 
in  a  natural  state.  Not  all  land  that  can  be 
planted  will  produce  grain  of  acceptable 
quality  for  use  in  food  production. 

In  the  United  States 
there  are  some  900 
million  acres  of  land 
that  can  (and  should) 
be  harvested  only  by 
grazing  ruminants  ^  g 
(cows,  sheep,  goats). 

These  lands  cannot 
be  successfully 
planted.  Why  not  ... 
raise  livestock?  Meat  ,ce  w,emers 
is  our  best  source  of  protein  —  and  of 
equal  importance  are  the  many  by¬ 
products  essential  to  human  life  itself. 
There  are  134  medicines  derived  from  the 
beef  carcass.  The  sole  source  of  insulin  is 
the  pancreas  from  cattle  and  pigs.  In 
terms  of  sustaining  life,  it  takes  two  beef 
animals  or  twelve  pigs  to  supply  enough 
insulin  for  the  treatment  of  a  diabetic 
patient  receiving  40  units  per  day  for  one 
month.  Pork  insulin  is  more  expensive 
than  beef. 

Although  palatable,  nutritious  beef  can 
be  produced  without  feeding  any  grain, 
more  and  better  meat  results  from  some 
grain  feeding.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  some  animals,  especially 
hogs  and  poultry,  must  have  grain  for 
efficient  production  of  meat.  Dairy  cows 
must  have  high-grain  rations  for  milk 
production  and  related  products,  cheese, 
butter,  etc.  which  are  recommended  as 
replacement  protein  foods  when  limiting 
our  meat  intake.  Laying  hens  that 
produce  eggs  (also  a  meat  substitute) 
need  high  grain  rations. 

Therefore,  would  it  be  feasible  to  (5) 
“encourage  ...  tax  to  be  put  on  grain 
used  for  other  purposes  than  human 


consumption?” 

At  present,  the  problem  is  not 
production;  it  is  distribution.  In  many 
instances  the  prices  paid  to  U.S. 
producers  are  too  low  to  realize  a  profit. 
We  are  told  time  and  again  the  reason  for 
low  prices  is  over  production.  The  trouble 
in  our  economy  is  that  we  must  create  a 
shortage  in  order  for  the  producer  to 
receive  break-even  prices.  Yet,  while 
some  of  the  world’s  population  is  starv¬ 
ing  for  lack  of  food,  the  U.S.  consumer 
demands  abundant,  cheap  food  at  the 
expense  of  the  producer. 

Merely  producing  more  and  eating  and 
wasting  less  in  the  United  States  does  not 
guarantee  adequate  food  for  the  world’s 
underfed  —  for  only  a  small  share  of  food 
aid  has  gone  directly  to  the 
malnourished.  Most  has  gone  to  reduce 
prices  and  benefit  all  consumers  in  the 
receiving  countries. 

The  best  long-run  solution  to  the 
problem  of  malnutrition  is  to  develop 
programs  and  policies  to  provide  far¬ 
mers  in  the  developing  countries  with 
techniques  and  assistance  to  raise  their 
production,  and  to  provide  others  with 
employment  opportunities  to  raise  their 
incomes  to  enable  them  to  pay  for 
adequate  diets. 

TM/  UMR  frequently  publishes  ar¬ 
ticles  about  the  world  food  crises,  but  I  do 
not  recall  seeing  articles  about  the 
problems  and  obstacles  confronting  the 
American  producer  who  has  been,  and  is 
expected  to,  produce  food  to  relieve  the 
crisis.  Our  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
so  concerned  about  the  plight  of  the 
American  families  on  the  farm  that  funds 
have  been  designated  for  the  “Family 
Farm  Project.”  “The  purpose  of  the 
Family  Farm  Project  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  is  to  promote  the 
survival  of  the  family  farm  and  the 
values  it  contributes  to  society,  and  to 
encourage  stewardship  of  land  and 
resources  for  the  present  and  future 
generations.”  Why  has  this  project  not 
received  publicity  in  TM/  UMR? 
Religious  News  Service  covered  the 
National  Workshop  in  Oklahoma  City, 
April  6-9,  and  I  have  been  anxious  to  read 
about  it  in  TM/  UMR.  If  any  news  of  it 
appeared,  I  surely  overlooked  it. 

I  heartily  concur  with  Mr.  Cox,  that  we 
do  waste  too  much,  and  that  our  waste  is 
not  utilized  as  well  as  it  could  be,  but 
solutions  are  not  as  simple  as  they  might 
appear.  One  thing  is  certain,  everybody 
needs  to  do  more  caring  and  sharing. 


Everyone  ought  to  make  a  pilgrimage 
to  Washington,  D.C.  during  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  year.  If  it  strikes  you  as  it  did  me, 
the  visit  will  renew  your  faith  both  in  God 
and  in  country. 

Washington,  D.C.  is  the  home  of 
massive,  cathedral-like  buildings  which 
stand  as  silent  testimony  to  the  beliefs  of 
a  people  who  earned  their  freedom  and 
intend  to  remain  free. 

I  had  not  realized  how  huge  the 
buildings  on  Capitol  Hill  are.  Some  of 
them,  standing  for  more  than  a  century, 
gave  me  a  feeling  of  solidarity.  They 
have  withstood  wars,  Watergates  and 
wranglings  of  every  sort.  They  instilled 
in  me  a  confidence  in  the  nation’s  future 
as  they  seemed  to  say,  “I  have  housed 
your  dreams  and  foibles  in  the  past,  0 
little  man,  and  I  shall  for  future 
generations  as  well.” 

While  buildings  of  stone  and  mortar 
are  not  eternal,  they  come  about  as  close 
as  anything  material  that  humans  can 
construct.  That  must  have  been  what 
motivated  the  cathedral-builders  of 
former  ages.  Our  fathers  in  the  faith 
reared  the  giant  cathedrals  across 
Western  civilization  to  impress  upon  the 
faithful  something  of  the  grandeur  and 
timelessness  of  the  God  we  worship. 

The  two  key  periods  in  our  history 
which  help  us  understand  ourselves  as  a 
people  focus  today  in  Washington,  D.C. 
From  the  first  period,  the  War  for 
Independence,  come  the  documents  of 
independence  and  constitutionality  and 
the  visible  reminders  of  the  persons  who 
led  us  through  that  experience  — 
Washington,  Jefferson;  Adams, 
Franklin,  Madison  and  Hamilton. 

The  second  period  followed  about  70 
years  later  —  the  War  between  the 
states.  And  the  lanky  lawyer  from  Illinois 
probably  towers  above  every  other  figure 
in  our  200  year  history.  I  went  to  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  where  his  memory  is 


Clyde  Chesnutt 
honored,  to  the  White  House  where  he 
lived,  to  the  Capitol  where  he  served,  to 
the  Ford  Theater  where  he  was  shot  and 
to  the  Gettysburg  battlefield  where  he 
spoke  the  words  that  captured  the 
essence  of  the  American  spirit. 

Love  for  God  and  love  for  country  often 
have  been  mixed  together.  It’s  easy  to 
see  why.  Patriotism  calls  for  personal 
loyalty,  energy,  devotion  and,  if  need  be, 
life  itself.  Across  the  years,  hordes  of 
people  have  answered  that  call. 
Patriotism  runs  in  the  blood  of  every 
citizen. 

Religion  is  similar.  The  call  of  God  is 
primary;  He  allows  no  other  loyalty. 
From  ancient  times  the  demand  for  first 
obedience  has  been  ordered:  “I  am  the 
Lord  thy  God.  Thou  shall  have  no  other 
gods  before  me.” 

The  problem  of  how  to  keep  faithful  to 
both  loyalties  has  plagued  the  believer- 
citizen  throughout  history.  Repeatedly 
we  have  merged  them  into  one.  We  have 
baptized  the  secular  order  with  divine 
authority,  declared  our  will  to  be  God’s 
will  and  tragically  plundered  the  free 
spirit  of  our  fellow  human  beings. 

There’s  no  sure  way  to  handle  this 
problem.  Except,  perhaps,  to  be  alert 
always  to  the  subtle  danger  of  mistaking 
the  will  of  the  government  in  every  case 
to  be  God's  will;  except,  perhaps,  to  be 
eternally  vigilant  that  the  church  not 
become  the  religious  arm  of  the  state  nor 
the  state  become  the  secular  arm  of  the 
religious  establishment;  except, 
perhaps,  to  keep  the  two  separated 
enough  that  while  each  can  offer  the 
other  support  to  achieve  its  goals,  each 
can  also  call  the  other  into  account  for  its 
failure  to  abide  by  its  mission. 

Whatever  the  answer,  the  visit  to 
Washington,  D.C.  renewed  my  belief  that 
the  solution  is  worth  working  and  praying 
for. 

—CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


We  need  a  more  intelligent 
approach  to  hunger  problem 


By  C.H.  BURLINGAME 

The  response,  or  lack  of  response,  to 
the  world  hunger  emphasis  is  sad.  It 
could  even  be  a  “tragedy  of  our  time”  in 
the  making.  However,  it  was  surely 
predictable  by  any  half-informed  ob¬ 
server. 

If  the  UMC  is  to  make  any  meaningful 
response  to  this  issue,  a  change  in 
direction,  and  a  change  in  attitude  on  the 
part  of  those  conducting  the  programs  is 
a  must. 

Hunger  is  being  used  as  a  weapon  to 
browbeat  and  chastize  our  people.  At 
every  turn  we  are  met  with  someone  on  a 
guilt  trip  telling  us  that  we  are  bad  people 
doing  bad  things.  It  is  turning  us  off  in 
droves  and  the  unfortunate  victims  are 
the  poor  and  hungry  people  of  the  un¬ 
derdeveloped  world. 

The  world  is  not  hungry  because 
Americans  eat  too  much.  The  world  is  not 
hungry  because  Americans  have 
somehow  shirked  a  duty.  Nor  is  the  world 
hungry  because  American  corporations 
buy  their  wares. 

Underdeveloped  nations  are  hungry 
because  they  are  poor.  They  are  poor 
because  they  produce  too  little.  This 
exists  for  many  reasons,  none  of  them 
related  to  American  activity.  If 
Americans  overseas  were  to  fold  up  and 
go  home,  chaos  and  far  greater  poverty 
would  be  the  result. 

I  observed  the  “hunger”  display  at  our 
annual  conference  for  the  better  part  of 
three  days.  The  response  was  near  nil, 
and  much  of  the  nil  was  hard  core 
negative.  The  display  itself  was  offensive 
to  any  intelligent  American.  The  entire 
thrust  was  an  effort  to  tell  West  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  farmers  that  they  had 


somehow  caused  world  hunger.  They 
haven’t  and  they  won’t  be  told  that  they 
did  —  and  they  sure  aren’t  going  to  pay 
someone  to  brainwash  them. 

Even  in  the  budget  structure  of  the  new 
hunger  emphasis  —  nearly  half  goes  for 
such  as  “changing  our  lifestyles”  and 
“influencing  public  policy.”  The  problem 
is  not  lack  of  interest  in  hunger,  it’s  lack 
of  interest  in  having  our  lifestyles 
changed.  We  don’t  think  Americans 
should  eat  less;  we  think  the  less 
developed  world  should  eat  more. 

Pulling  the  top  down  won’t  raise  the 
bottom.  The  UMC  and  the  world  need  an 
intelligent  non-political  effort  on  hunger. 
We  aren’t  getting  it,  and  we  are  doomed 
to  another  Key  ’73  unless  someone  makes 
a  positive  move  toward  the  hungry 
world. 


"You  idiot!  They’re  asking  for  TITHES, 
not  TIES!” 
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Introducing  UMC’s 
seven  new  bishops . . . 


J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin 

Houston,  Texas 
To  serve  the 
Louisiana  Area 


“We  need  to  give  more  attention  to 
the  local  church  and  help  it  deal  with 
the  great  priorities :  membership  loss, 
public  ethics,  world  hunger  and  ethnic 
concerns.’’ 

Kenneth  W. 

Hicks 

Grand  Island, 

Nebraska 
To  serve  the 
Arkansas  Area 


A.  Monk 
Bryan 

Columbia, 
Missouri 
To  serve  the 
Nebraska  Area 


“The  church  has,  for  example, 
what  young  people  are  searching  for. 
It  must  continue  to  try,  even  with  its 
stumbling  voice,  to  share  the  Gospel 
message  with  them.’’ 


J.  Chess 
Lovern 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
To  serve  the 
San  Antonio  Area 


“I  see  the  episcopacy  as  a 
horizontal  move  in  ministry,  not  as 
above.  Hopefully  a  bishop  can  enable 
the  potential  of  persons  to  be  fulfilled. 
I’d  like  to  help  hasten  the  fulfillment 
of  all  human  beings  regardless  of  sex 
or  race.” 


Leroy  C. 
Hodapp 

Bloomington, 
Indiana 
To  serve  the 
Illinois  Area 


“I  see  the  church  as  definitely  in  the 
world  where  there  must  be  a  lot  of 
give  and  take  —  a  lot  of  dialogue. 
That’s  the  kind  of  style  I’d  like  to  see 

created  in  whatever  area  I  serve.” 

•  *  • 

United  Methodist  bishops  are 
elected  for  life  and  assigned  to 
episcopal  areas  (which  include  one  or 
more  annual  conferences)  for  four 
year  terms.  The  jurisdictional’s  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  episcopacy  makes  the 
assignments. 

They  may  serve  in  one  area  no  more 
than  eight  years  and  new  bishops  may 
not  be  assigned  immediately  to  the 
area  in  which  the  bishop  holds 
ministerial  membership. 

Mandatory  retirement  comes  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  66  and  70.  Terms  of 
service  before  retirement  range  from 
only  four  years  for  Bishop  Lovern  to 
16  years  for  Bishops  Hicks,  Ammons, 
Hodapp  and  White.  Bishops  Bryan 
and  Shamblin  have  eight  years  before 
retirement. 


“The  challenge  is  to  win  new  people 
to  Christ  and  to  bring  our  inactive 
people  back  to  Him.  We  could  double 
the  number  of  active  churchpersons  if 
we  could  again  reach  those  who  have 
already  said  yes  to  the  Lord.” 


Edsel  A. 
Ammons 

Evanston,  Illinois 
To  serve  the 
Michigan  Area 


“There  are  several  things  I’d  like  to 
initiate.  As  a  non-white,  I  am  sensitive 
to  issues  —  issues  related  to  the  city 
and  to  the  broadening  urban  com¬ 
plexity  —  that  are  hard  for  people  to 
manage.” 


C.  Dale  White 

East  Greenwich, 
Rhode  Island 
To  serve  the 
New  Jersey  Area 


“I  am  committed  to  involving  the 
laity  in  leadership.  Ordained 
ministers  are  really  specialized  laity. 
The  laity  are  the  primary  ministers  of 
the  church.” 

Assignment  of  all  bishops  is  effec¬ 
tive  September  1. 


Southeastern  conference 


boosts  evangelism,  ethnics 


By  WINSTON  TAYLOR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.  C.  —  For  the 
first  time  in  36  years,  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  had  no  bishops  to  elect.  None  of 
the  11  active  bishops  had  reached 
retirement  age.  So  the  550  delegates 
meeting  here  July  13-15  spent  their  time 
placing  a  new  stress  on  evangelism  and 
ethnic  minority  churches,  and 
restructuring  the  jurisdictional 
programming  agency. 

Emphasis  on  evangelism  came  at 
many  points.  The  College  of  Bishops’ 
message,  delivered  by  Bishop  Ellis 
Finger,  called  for  employing  “every 
valid  means  of  evangelism  to  effect 
growth  in  the  church  and  growth  in 
persons.”  Yet  he  noted  that  this 
jurisdiction,  largest  of  the  church’s  five, 

Western 

Jurisdiction 

restructures 

By  WILLIAM  STEEL 

SALT  LAKE  CITY,  Utah  —  With  no 
bishops  to  elect  and  none  to  be 
reassigned,  the  136  delegates  to  the 
Western  Jurisdictional  Conference 
meeting  here  focused  on  restructuring 
the  jurisdictional  organization. 

The  new  structure  includes  a 
jurisdictional  council  on  ministries  with 
a  budget  of  $152,900.  Previously,  the 
jurisdictional  organization  functioned 
only  during  the  conference  itself,  but  the 
new  structure  will  allow  programs  to  be 
carried  out  on  a  continuing  basis. 

Six  major  proposals  to  be  implimented 
through  1977-80  are: 

•  Strengthening  a  network  of  urban 
ministries; 

•  Strengthening  Asian  American 
ministries; 

•  Developing  “support  systems”  for 
clergy  women; 

•  Recruiting  ethnic  minority  men  and 
women  for  ministry  ; 

•  Developing  a  jurisdictional  town  and 
country  network; 

•  Providing  consultations  and  ad¬ 
ditional  training  for  bishops,  superin¬ 
tendents  and  conference  council  direc¬ 
tors. 

In  other  action,  the  conference  ap¬ 
proved  a  request  from  the  Southern 
California  -  Arizona  Annual  Conference 
to  change  its  name  to  Pacific  -  Southwest 
Annual  Conference. 

Mr.  Steel  is  editor  of  " Circuit  West," 
the  Pacific  -  Southwest  Conference 
edition  of  TM/  UMR. 


has  not  kept  pace  with  population  growth 
since  1950.  But  he  declared  that  “it  can 
never  be  our  intent  to  sacrifice  integrity 
and  wholeness  for  growth  in  numbers.” 

The  conference  adopted  challenges  to 
make  “every  local  church  in  the 
southeast  a  functioning  center  for 
evangelistic  ministry  by  1980.”  This 
includes  objectives  of  membership 
motivation,  training  in  evangelistic 
skills,  church  school  evangelism  and 
membership  growth. 

Warnings  against  three  dangers  facing 
the  Christian  community  —  lethargy, 
fear  and  lack  of  trust  —  were  cited  by  the 
Rev.  Leontine  Kelly,  Richmond,  Va.  She 
told  the  delegates  they  must  be  able  to 
answer  the  question  facing  churches 
everywhere,  “What  do  you  have  to  of¬ 
fer?”  The  trouble  now,  she  declared,  is 
that  Christians  too  often  act  as  if  God 
does  not  require  obedience  and  that  they 
can  practice  “selective  evangelism.” 

New  structure  and  legislation  aimed  at 
ethnic  minority  churches  also  came  in 
several  ways.  The  majority  of  more  than 
300,000  blacks  in  the  church  are  within 
this  jurisdiction.  The  College  of  Bishops 
repeated  its  call  following  the  1975 
Conference  on  the  Black  Church  for 
greater  recruitment  of  black  ministers, 
for  finding  increased  support  for  them 
and  for  a  black  church  development 
fund. 

The  conference  adopted  recom¬ 
mendations  from  the  Jurisdiction  Black 
Caucus  for  recommitment  to  "the  in¬ 
clusive  nature  of  our  church,  for  the 
development  of  strategies  to  strengthen 
black  local  churches  and  to  "utilize  the 
talent”  of  black  preachers,  and  to 
provide  adequate  support  for  black 
colleges  and  other  institutions.  It 
authorized  formation  of  a  jurisdictional 
task  force  on  religion  and  race  with  an 
annual  budget  of  $2,500. 

After  considerable  debate,  the 
delegates  adopted  a  study  commission 
proposal  to  reorganize  the  jurisdiction’s 
council  on  ministries,  primarily  to 
strengthen  its  coordination  and  the  ac¬ 
countability  of  program  agencies. 
However,  the  delegates  rejected  a  part  of 
the  plan  which  would  have  moved  the  top 
executive  from  Atlanta  to  Lake 
Junaluska. 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  was  not  required 
by  church  tenure  limits  to  move,  but  a 
close  vote  in  the  Holston  Conference  in 
June  to  request  his  return  there 
precipitated  consideration  for  an  ex¬ 
change.  As  the  jurisdiction’s  committee 
on  the  episcopacy  deliberated  over 
several  days,  the  delegates  from  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
(Charlotte  Area)  voted  unanimously  to 
request  his  assignment  to  their  area. 


South  Central  elects  four  bishops 

‘Open  ’ political  process  marks  1976  episcopal  elections 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  In  what  some  ob¬ 
servers  called  the  most  open  and  political 
process  yet  experienced  by  the  church, 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  meeting 
here  elected  four  pastors  of  large  city 
churches  as  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  (See  stories  on  this 
page  on  the  other  four  jurisdictions.) 

Elected  on  the  fifth  ballot  —  and  the 
first  of  seven  to  be  elected  at  the  three 
jurisdictional  conferences  which  selected 
episcopal  leaders  —  was  Dr.  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  59,  of  St.  Lukes  UMC,  Houston 
(Texas  Conference).  The  next  election 
came  on  the  eighth  ballot:  Dr.  A.  Monk 
Bryan,  61,  pastor  of  Missouri  UMC, 
Columbia,  Mo.  (Missouri  East  Con¬ 
ference). 

The  first  Nebraskan  to  become  a 
bishop  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
is  Dr.  Kenneth  W.  Hicks,  53,  Trinity 
UMC,  Grand  Island,  Neb.  (Gerald 
Kennedy  was  elected  in  1948  from  Lin¬ 
coln,  Neb.,  but  by  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  where  he  subsequently 
served).  Dr.  Hicks  was  elected  on  the 
tenth  ballot. 

Dr.  J.  Chess  Lovern,  66,  senior 
minister  of  Boston  Avenue  UMC,  Tulsa, 
Okla.  (Oklahoma  Conference),  was 
elected  on  the  14th  ballot.  He  is  the  fourth 
pastor  of  that  church  in  succession  to 
become  bishop.  Preceding  him  were 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  elected  in 
1972;  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  1960;  and 
the  late  Bishop  Bascom  H.  Watts,  1952. 


of  the  General  Conference  commission  to 
study  the  episcopacy  which  helped  iden¬ 
tify  and  clarify  the  role  of  bishops  for  the 
church.  He  graduated  from  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  Perkins  School 
of  Theology. 

Vacancies  in  the  episcopal  office  came 
with  the  retirement  of  Bishops  Eugene 
M.  Frank,  O.  Eugene  Slater,  Paul  V. 
Galloway  and  Don  W.  Holter. 

In  other  action 

In  other  action,  the  conference  adopted 
an  annual  budget  of  $150,00  for  the  1977-80 
quadrennium.  Advance  Special  goals  of 
$250,000  for  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  El 
Paso,  Tex.,  $194,750  for  the  Oklahoma  In¬ 
dian  Missionary  Conference,  $244,950  for 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference,  and  a  goal  of 
$10  per  member  for  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Assembly. 

The  most  serious  crisis  today,  both 
within  and  outside  the  church,  is  a  crisis 
of  faith  and  commitment.  Bishop  Alsie 
Carleton  told  the  assembly  in  the 
episcopal  address.  “So  many  of  our 
people  do  not  know  what  they  believe  or 
why,”  the  10  bishops  of  the  jurisdiction 
declared  in  the  message,  traditionally 
written  and  delivered  by  the  president  of 
the  jurisdiction’s  College  of  Bishops  but 
representing  the  corporate  mind  of  all  its 
bishops. 

“This  is  why  we  must  raise  again  and 
again  the  question  of  our  personal  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  and  his  church,” 
Bishop  Carleton  said.  He  listed  as  one  of 
the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the  day  “the 


recognition  being  given  to  the  place, 
power  and  essential  importance  of  the 
local  church.” 

He  called  on  preachers  to  become 
more  effective  in  preaching,  the  church 
to  strengthen  the  church  school  and  chur¬ 
ch  members  to  recognize,  accept  and 
deal  in  a  meaningful  way  with  pluralism 
both  in  the  church  and  in  society. 

The  conference  was  also  addressed  by 
Dr.  James  Zumberge.  president  of 


Southern  Methodist  University  and  by 
Dr.  Joseph  Keys,  professor  at  Claremont, 
School  of  Theology  who  spoke  on  the 
tof)ic  of  world  hunger.  Reports  were  also 
received  from  the  two  schools  of  theology 
within  the  jurisdiction,  Perkins  in  Dallas, 
Tex.,  and  St.  Paul  in  Kansas  City,  as  well 
as  reports  of  special  emphases  on  blacks, 
Hispanics,  American  Indian  and  church 
membership  recruitment  and  training 
for  church  membership. 


Bishops  assigned 
to  episcopal  areas 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
New  Jersey  Area  —  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White 

North  Central  Jurisdiction 
Illinois  Area  —  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp 

Iowa  Area  —  Bishop  Lance  Webb 
Michigan  Area  —  Bishop  Edsel  A. 
Ammons 

Ohio  East  Area  —  Bishop  James 
Thomas 

Ohio  West  Area  —  Bishop  Dwight  E. 
Loder 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Arkansas  Area  —  Bishop  Kenneth 
W.  Hicks 


Houston  Area  —  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield 

Louisiana  Area  —  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin 

Nebraska  Area  —  Bishop  A.  Monk 
Bryan 

San  Antonio  Area  —  Bishop  J.  Chess 
Lovern 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
Charlotte  Area  —  Bishop  L.  Scott 
Allen 

Holston  Area  —  Bishop  H.  Ellis 
Finger  Jr. 

Nashville  Area  —  Bishop  Earl  G. 
Hunt  Jr. 

In  all  other  episcopal  areas,  bishops 
currently  serving  those  areas  have 
been  reassigned  to  them. 


taps  Hodapp,  Amnions 


Process  of  electioneering 

The  364  lay  and  clergy  delegates 
engaged  in  a  process  of  electioneering 
that  was  a  marked  change  from  previous 
years.  The  process  seemed  to  reflect  a 
changing  mood  in  the  church  which 
encourages  candidates  to  announce  their 
intentions  to  seek  the  office  and  to  appear 
before  delegations  to  state  opinions  on 
issues  and  solicit  votes. 

Caucusing  frequently  before  ballots 
were  taken,  delegates  seemed  to  take 
part  in  more  “block  voting”  and  openly 
bartering  votes  than  ever  before,  ac¬ 
cording  to  some  veteran  observers. 
Others  who  had  attended  previous 
jurisdictional  conferences  said,  however, 
that  such  block  voting  was  no  greater 
than  in  the  past  and  the  only  difference 
was  that  delegations  were  doing  it  in  the 
open. 

Another  factor  contributing  to  the 
changing  mood  was  General  Conference 
legislation  which  for  the  first  time 
allowed  annual  conferences  to  nominate 
persons  for  the  episcopacy.  Bishop  Bryan 
was  endorsed  by  the  Missouri  East  and 
Missouri  West  conferences  and  Bishop 
Hicks  by  the  Nebraska  Conference  at 
their  spring  sessions. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  a  vice-president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
and  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  withdrew  from  the  race  after  the 
ninth  ballot  but  continued  to  receive  a 
sizeable  number  of  votes.  He  asked  the 
conference  a  second  time  to  respect  his 
wishes  and  not  vote  for  him.  The  next 
ballot  elected  the  fourth  bishop  but  Dr. 
Handy  still  received  53  votes. 

Others  who  withdrew  were  the  Rev. 
Bruce  P.  Blake,  Kansas  West,  on  the 
fourth  ballot,  and  Dr.  Sidney  Roberts, 
Central  Texas,  on  the  11th. 

The  highest  number  of  votes  received 
by  the  two  Hispanic  persons  endorsed  by 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference  were  75  for 
Dr.  Roberto  Escamilla  and  35  for  Dr.  Roy 
Barton,  although  a  number  of  persons 
worked  aggressively  for  the  candidates. 
Technicality  on  ninth  ballot 

Due  to  a  technicality,  Bishop  Hicks  was 
not  elected  on  the  ninth  ballot.  Presiding 
officer  Bishop  Don  Holter,  Nebraska, 
noted  that  although  Dr.  Hicks  had 
received  217  votes,  the  number  was  only 
59.8  percent  of  the  total  votes  counted  and 
the  law  of  the  church  says  it  must  be  at 
least  60  percent.  A  motion  to  allow  the 
ballot  to  stand  as  a  proper  election  was 
countered  by  Dr.  Albert  Outler,  North 
Texas,  who  said  the  conference  should 
not  tamper  with  the  proper  mathemati¬ 
cal  percentage.  If  the  conference 
changed  the  rule  to  allow  the  lesser  per¬ 
centage  to  stand,  Dr.  Outler  wanred  that 
the  action  would  set  a  precedent  and 
forever  “look  strange  as  a  footnote.” 

The  Rev.  Rex  Bevins,  Nebraska, 
moved  the  percentage  not  stand  as  an 
election,  which  the  conference  passed, 
and  one  the  following  ballot  Dr.  Hicks 
was  elected  with  267  votes 

Other  persons  who  received  100  or 
more  votes  during  the  two  days  of 
balloting  were  Dr.  Joel  A.  Cooper,  North 
Arkansas,  and  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Quillian  Jr. , 
North  Texas. 

Bishop  Shamblin  has  been  senior 
minister  of  the  6,000-member  St.  Luke’s 
UMC  in  Houston  for  the  past  15  years. 
Prior  to  that,  he  had  served  Pulaski 
Heights  UMC,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  for  13 
years.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Arkansas  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Bishop  Shamblin  is  the  author 
of  a  book,  “Life  Comes  As  Choice.” 

Senior  minister  for  19  years  at  the  1,700 
member  church  near  the  campus  of 
Missouri  University,  Missouri  UMC  in 
Columbia.  Bishop  Bryan  has  been  a 
delegate  to  the  jurisdictional  and  general 
conferences  of  the  church  seven  times. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Baylor  University 
and  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

A  native  of  Kansas,  Bishop  Hicks  has 
served  churches  in  Colorado  and 
Nebraska.  He  has  been  senior  minister  at 
the  5,000-member  Trinity  UMC  in  Grand 
Island  since  1973.  He  holds  degrees  from 
York  College  in  Nebraska  and  Iliff  School 
of  Theology  in  Denver. 

A  highschool  and  college  athlete. 
Bishop  Lovern  has  served  Tulsa’s  6,500- 
member  Boston  Avenue  UMC  since  1972. 
For  the  past  four  years  he  was  a  member 


For  episcopacy 


N.  Central 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

SIOUX  FALLS,  S.D.  —  Dr.  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  of  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and 
Dr.  Edsel  A.  Ammons  of  Evanston, 
Illinois,  were  elected  bishops  here  July  14 
by  United  Methodism’s  North  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

(One  of  five  UMC  jurisdictions,  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  includes  the 
states  of  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Ohio,  and  Wisconsin.) 

Dr.  Hodapp,  a  52-year-old  conference 
council  director  from  the  South  Indiana 
Conference,  was  elected  on  the  17th 
ballot  after  trailing  Dr.  Ammons  on  all 
previous  ballots  during  two  days  of 
voting. 

Dr.  Ammons,  a  52-year-old  seminary 
professor  from  Evanston,  Illinois 
(Northern  Illinois  Conference),  was 
elected  on  the  18th  ballot  following  with¬ 
drawals  by  the  only  other  three  can¬ 
didates  who  remained  in  close  contention 
for  the  high  office. 

Dr.  Ammons,  a  black,  was  the  first 
person  of  his  race  ever  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction.  Bishop  James  Thomas  of 
the  Iowa  Area  is  black,  but  was  elected  to 
his  post  by  the  church’s  former  “Central 
Jurisdiction,”  which  was  all  black. 


By  ANDERS  LUNT 

BRIDGEPORT,  Conn.  —  Delegates 
to  the  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  here  chose  the  Rev.  C.  Dale 
White  to  fill  the  lone  episcopal  vacancy  in 
the  nation’s  most  populous  region.  Dr. 
White  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
Rhode  Island-Southeastern  Massachu¬ 
setts  district  of  the  Southern  New 
England  Conference  since  1971. 

His  selection,  on  the  16th  ballot,  marks 
the  first  time  since  1948  that  a  member  of 
one  of  the  New  England  conferences  has 
been  picked  for  the  church’s  highest 
office. 

Dr.  White  was  one  of  21  candidates  who 
had  been  nominated  or  endorsed  by  one 
of  the  18  annual  conferences  in  the 
jurisdiction.  He  was  supported  by  the 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Southern 
New  England  conferences,  which 
together  comprise  the  Boston  episcopal 
area. 

The  51 -year-old  newly-elected  bishop 
has  served  pastorates  in  Rhode  Island, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  since  his 
ordination  in  1948.  He  was  also  on  the 
staff  of  the  general  Board  of  Christian 
Social  Concerns  from  1961  to  1968,  serv¬ 
ing  as  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
division  of  general  welfare  for  two  of 
those  years. 

Dr.  White  will  be  remembered  by 
many  for  his  “Teens”  columns  of  advice 
to  young  people  which  appeared  in 
“Together”  and  later  “United 
Methodists  Today.” 

He  described  his  style  of  leadership  as 
a  dialogical  one,  noting  that  his  first 
priority  will  be  “to  get  to  know  the 
people”  of  the  area  to  which  he  is 
assigned. 

‘For  men  only’ 

ATHENS  (RNS)  —  Women  and  female 
animals  still  can’t  go  to  Mount  Athos.  The 
Greek  parliament  has  rejected 
legislation  which  called  for  “equality  of 
men  and  women  in  Mount  Athos,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  constitution.” 

Mount  Athos  is  a  900-year-old  self- 
governing  group  of  Eastern  Orthodox 
monasteries.  The  Greek  government 
urged  rejection  of  the  bill  on  grounds  it 
would  violate  agreements  between 
Greece  and  Mount  Athos. 

"It  will  not  kill  them  (women)  if  they 
are  not  allowed  to  go  to  Mount  Athos. 
After  all,  we  are  not  allowed  into 
women's  saunas  and  beauty  parlors,” 
said  one  deputy  opposed  to  the  measure. 


As  in  other  jurisdictions  (see  other 
stories  on  this  page) ,  the  election  process 
was  more  open  than  ever  before  as 
delegations  and  “campaign  managers” 
bargained  for  votes  and  strategized 
about  methods  to  promote  votes  for  their 
candidates. 

After  the  first  ballot  candidates  with 
more  than  ten  votes  plus  all  those  who 
had  been  endorsed  during  annual  con¬ 
ference  sessions  earlier  held  briefing 
sessions  with  delegates.  They  passed  out 
resumes  and  answered  questions  about 
their  qualifications  for  the  office  of 
bishop. 

Woman  withdraws 

One  of  the  more  dramatic  points  in  the 
balloting  came  on  the  very  first  ballot 
when  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 
Minnesota  Conference,  withdrew  from 
consideration  after  receiving  the  fourth 
highest  number  of  votes.  Ms.  Powers,  an 
assistant  general  secretary  in  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  had  been  urged  by  women’s  groups 
and  others  in  the  church  to  try  to  become 
the  first  female  bishop  in  UMC  history. 
She  has  consistently  denied  any  interest 
in  being  a  bishop,  however. 

In  asking  that  her  name  be  withdrawn 
from  consideration,  Ms.  Powers  said  “a 
life  term”  as  bishop  does  not  fit  in  with 


In  a  press  conference  after  his  election, 
Dr.  White  stressed  his  commitment  to 
involving  the  laity  in  leadership. 

Commenting  on  the  continuing  decline 
in  church  membership,  Dr.  White  said 
that  “if  we  are  going  to  lose  members,  I 
hope  we  lose  them  for  the  right  reason  — 
because  we’ve  confronted  them  with  the 
awesome  demands  of  the  Gospel.” 

Earlier  the  408  delegates  heard  retiring 
Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor  of  the  New 
Jersey  Area  proclaim  that  the  present 
difficulties  faced  by  the  church  “may 
well  be  an  announcement  that  new  life  is 
struggling  to  be  born.” 

In  the  episcopal  address,  Bishop 
Taylor  reminded  the  delegates  that  “the 
central  message  of  the  Christian  faith  is 
the  opening  of  new  doors  of  hope  for  the 
hopeless,  and  new  light  for  those  who 
walk  in  darkness.” 

While  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
has  no  formal  program  support  struc¬ 
tures.  delegates  did  act  to  provide  fund¬ 
ing  for  an  Ethnic  Minority  Task  Force 
and  for  evangelism,  two  of  the  missional 
priorities  adopted  by  the  1976  General 
Conference. 


what  she  considers  to  be  her  “calling  in 
the  ministry.”  She  told  delegates  that 
someday,  however,  a  woman  will  be 
elected  bishop  —  “not  as  a  token,”  but  as 
a  person  of  full  participation  in  the 
ministry  of  the  church. 

Among  other  strong  contenders  for  the 
high  office  were  Dr.  Edwin  Boulton, 
administrative  assistant  to  the  bishop  in 
the  Iowa  Conference,  who  collected  the 
most  votes  among  those  not  elected;  Dr. 
Emerson  Colaw,  pastor  of  Hyde  Park 
Community  UMC  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
(West  Ohio  Conference),  who  was  in 
fourth  place  when  the  voting  ended;  Dr. 
Virgil  Bjork,  district  superintendent 
from  Valparaiso,  Indiana  (North  Indiana 
Conference);  Dr.  Thomas  Cromwell,  a 
district  superintendent  from  Cleveland, 
Ohio  (East  Ohio  Conference);  and  Dr. 
Thomas  Walker,  a  pastor  from  Duluth, 
Minnesota  (Minnesota  Conference). 

Bishop  Hodapp  is  a  1947  graduate  of 
Drew  Theological  Seminary  and  was 
awarded  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree 
from  the  University  of  Evansville  in  1961. 
He  has  served  pastorates  in  Orleans, 
Indianapolis  and  Bloomington,  Indiana, 
and  has  served  as  district  superintendent 
in  three  different  districts  in  the  South 
Indiana  Conference.  He  has  been  council 
director  in  that  conference  since  1970. 

Bishop  Ammons  at  the  time  of  his 
election  was  a  professor  of  Church  and 
Urban  Society  and  director  of  basic 
degree  studies  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Illinois.  He  had 
been  on  the  faculty  of  that  school  since 
1968.  He  holds  a  bachelor  of  divinity 
degree  from  Garrett  and  a  doctor  of 
ministry  degree  from  the  Chicago 
Theological  Seminary. 

He  was  ordained  an  elder  in  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(AME)  in  1949  and  transferred  his 
credentials  to  the  Methodist  Church 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  (then  the 
Rock  River  Conference)  in  1957.  He  has 
served  local  pastorates  in  both  the  AME 
and  the  United  Methodist  churches. 
Episcopal  address 

Bishop  Francis  Kearnes  delivered  the 
“Episcopal  Address”  for  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops 
July  13.  He  told  delegates  that  Christians 
are  facing  a  “difficult”  future  that  caljs 
for  “costly  involvement.”  He  said  that 
“secularism”  and  “kaleidoscopic  change 
in  which  science  and  technology  receive 
the  central  focus  of  attention”  are  two  of 
the  challenges  confronting  the  church  in 
the  years  ahead. 

“People  today  are  asking  significant 
questions  about  the  meaning,  purpose 
and  destiny  of  life,”  Bishop  Kearnes  said. 
“The  church  must  listen  carefully  to 
these  questions  and  respond  with  an¬ 
swers  in  keeping  with  the  Christian 
revelation.” 

Bishops  Kearnes  and  F.  Gerald  Enslety 


Mr.  Lunt  is  editor  of  "The  Circuit 
Rider,"  the  Baltimore  Conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR.  retired  at  this  conference. 
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The  Carters  go  to  church 


NEW  YORK  —  Democratic  Presidential  candidate  Jimmy  Carter,  his  wife, 
Rosalynn,  and  their  daughter.  Amy,  8,  arrive  at  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church 
here  to  attend  Sunday  services.  The  former  Georgia  governor  was  in  New  York  to 
attend  the  Democratic  National  Convention  and  accept  its  nomination  for  President. 

He  heard  a  clergyman  describe  the  city’s  economic  and  social  ills.  The  guest 
preacher,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Folkes  of  Mount  Carmel  Baptist  Church,  looked  at 
Mr.  Carter  as  he  said.  "You  must  change  the  picture.” 

Mr.  Folkes.  who  is  president  of  the  Council  of  Churches  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
declared,  "The  day  of  prosperity  for  the  privileged  few  must  end,  and  a  piece  of  the 
action  for  those  in  the  streets  must  become  a  reality  for  us  all.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


In  Armed  F orces  hymnal 

Chaplain  agency  opposes 


ARLINGTON,  Va.  —  United 
Methodism’s  chaplain  agency  has  voiced 
its  strong  opposition  to  a  hymn  included 
in  the  new  Armed  Forces  Book  of  Wor¬ 
ship. 

Calling  the  hymn  "It  was  on  a  Friday 
morning”  mediocre  in  literary  quality, 
theologically  unsound  and  morally 
confused,  the  Division  of  Chaplains  and 
Related  Ministries  unanimously  voted  its 
displeasure  at  a  July  8  meeting  here. 

The  hymn  has  also  drawn  displeasure 
from  at  least  one  Congressman,  Rep. 
John  T.  Myers  (R-Ind.),  who  told  his 
colleagues  from  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  recently  that  he  had 
written  the  Armed  Forces  Chaplains 
Board  to  register  his  protest. 

The  United  Methodist  statement, 
written  by  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes  of 

Lyrics  to  ‘It  was 

§  "It  was  on  a  Friday  morning 
That  they  took  me  from  the  cell, 

£  And  I  saw  they  had  a  carpenter 
X  To  crucify  as  well, 
v  You  can  blame  it  on  to  Pilate, 

$  You  can  blame  it  on  the  Jews, 

You  can  blame  it  on  the  Devil, 
x  It’s  God  I  accuse. 

:j  It’s  God  they  ought  to  crucify 
•;£  Instead  of  you  and  me, 

!•  I  said  to  the  Carpenter 
Ahanging  on  the  tree. 

!• 

"Now  Barabbas  was  a  killer 
£  And  they  let  Barabbas  go. 

But  you  are  being  crucified 
For  nothing  here  below. 

But  God  is  up  in  heaven 
*  And  he  doesn’t  do  a  thing. 

>:  With  a  million  angels  watching, 


Jackson,  Miss.,  division  vice  mum  mem, 
did  not  ask  that  the  hymn  be  clipped  out 
of  the  hymnal,  but  requested  that  it  "be 
not  included  in  the  next  printing.” 

The  statement  “deplored”  the  hymn’s 
inclusion  on  the  bases  that  it  is  "at  best 
mediocre  in  literary  quality,  .  .  . 
doggerel;”  that  it  is  theologically  un¬ 
sound  and  “frivolously  and  doctrinally 
false”  ("God  is  made  the  doer  of  evil  in 
defiance  of  the  basic  Biblical  teaching  on 
the  goodness  of  God”);  that  it  is 
"morally  confused  and  antinomian” 
("the  tendency  of  these  words  is  to 
awaken  the  sense  that  we  are  not  really 
responsible  for  the  evils  that  we  do);” 
that  it  "does  not  awaken  the  appropriate 
and  authentic  religious  emotions  and 
attitudes  that  make  for  creative  ex¬ 
periences  of  worship.” 

a  Friday  morning’ 

And  they  never  move  a  wing. 

It’s  God  they  ought  to  crucify 
Instead  of  you  and  me, 

I  said  to  the  carpenter 
Ahanging  on  the  tree. 

"To  hell  with  Jehovah, 

To  the  carpenter  I  said, 

I  wish  that  a  carpenter 
Had  made  the  world  instead. 

Good-by  and  good  luck  to  you, 

The  road  will  soon  divide. 

Remember  me  in  heaven, 

The  man  you  hung  beside. 

It’s  God  they  ought  to  crucify 
Instead  of  you  and  me, 

I  said  to  the  carpenter 
Ahanging  on  the  tree.” 

(Copyright  1960,  1969  Galaxy  Music) 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  for  the  first  time  in  its 
history,  will  produce  on  cassette  tapes  an 
entire  church  school  curriculum  for 
visually  handicapped  adults. 

Mrs.  Florence  Lund  Williams  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  executive  editor,  dept,  of 
general  publications,  section  on 
curriculum  resources,  said  recently  the 
decision  has  been  made  to  produce  the 
"Our  Living  Bible  Series”  on  cassettes. 

The  announcement  brings  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  conclusion  one  woman’s  effort  to 
get  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
produce  such  a  series. 

Mrs.  Inez  Kilpatrick  of  Charlotte,  blind 
since  birth,  began  her  campaign  in  1967 
to  get  her  denomination  to  give  to  the 
blind  the  same  literature  used  by  those 
who  can  see.  Her  petition  to  the  1972 
General  Conference  passed  and  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  was  ordered  to 
move  ahead  with  cassette  literature. 


During  the  past  12  months  the  UMC  has 
offered  two  "Our  Living  Bible  Series” 
quarterly  lessons  as  pilots.  The  other  ten 
quarterlies  will  not  be  produced,  extend¬ 
ing  through  1978. 

The  "Our  Living  Bible  Series”  is 
designed  to  give  United  Methodist  adults 
a  study  resource  in  12  units  to  enable  a 
comprehensive  and  systematic  study  of 
the  entire  Bible  in  the  church  school. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  until  now 
has  referred  its  blind  and  visually 
handicapped  members  to  the  John  Milton 
Society  in  New  York  for  religious  studies 
in  Braille,  and  for  the  talking  book 
records  based  on  the  International 
Lesson  Series  from  the  "International 
Lesson  Annual.” 

Mrs.  Kilpatrick  is  a  member  of  Central 
UMC  here  and  is  one  of  11  children,  with 
five  being  blind.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Governor  Morehead  School  (formerly 
N.C.  School  for  the  Blind). 


Curriculum  tapes  for  visually 
handicapped  being  prepared 
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Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  are  out  to  help  save  the  U.S. 
family  farm. 

Concerned  that  "the  survival  of  the 
family  farm  and  the  values  it  contributes 
to  society”  are  at  stake,  UMW  task 
forces  in  at  least  29  annual  conferences 
have  mounted  campaigns  to  shore  up  the 
family  farmer  and  promote  the 
stewardship  of  land. 

Issues  blueprinted  for  study  and  pos¬ 
sible  action  range  from  land  use  and  tax 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Charges  made  recently  by  two  leaders 
of  a  national  evangelical  movement  that 
“conservative  evangelical”  ministers 
are  often  “penalized”  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  that  the 
denomination’s  seminaries  do  not  pre¬ 
sent  the  "evangelical  point  of  view”  have 
been  denied  by  seminary  and  ministry 
officials  contacted  by  TM/UMR. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Thornburg,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  told  TM/UMR  “there  is  just  no 
truth”  to  charges  that  United  Methodist 
ministers  who  announce  they  are 
“conservative  evangelicals”  jeopardize 
their  careers. 

“There  have  always  been  evangelical 
pastors  in  the  church,  and  I  see  no  indica¬ 
tion  that  they  have  suffered  professional 
penalties  through  the  years,”  Dr.  Thorn¬ 
burg  said.  “Even  a  cursory  look  at  most 
appointments  lists  will  show  that 
evangelicals  are  not  penalized.  In  fact,  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  it  is  ‘in’  to  be 
an  evangelical.” 

He  said  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an 
“evangelical  underground”— a  term 
used  by  Dr.  Charles  Keysor,  a  leader  of 
the  “Good  News  Movement”  to  describe 
many  evangelicals  in  the  denomination 
(see  TM/UMR,  July  16.)  Dr.  Keysor  and 
the  Rev.  Paul  Morell,  former  “Good 
News”  chairman  from  Dallas,  Texas  had 
told  TM/UMR  many  pastors  are 
"conservative  evangelicals”  but  are 
afraid  to  advocate  their  cause  openly 
because  of  possible  professional 
penalties. 


hymn  use 

The  division  did,  however,  commend 
the  compilers  of  the  hymns  and  worship 
material  for  "the  good  work  they  have 
done  generally.” 

Viewpoint  of  thief 

The  hymnal  was  published  in  1974  but 
not  until  recent  weeks  did  this  song  come 
under  fire,  in  Congress  and  elsewhere.  In 
a  Good  Friday  section,  it  voices  feelings 
of  one  of  the  two  thieves  crucified  with 
Jesus.  Its  refrain  is:  “It’s  God  they  ought 
to  crucify,  instead  of  you  and  me,  I  said 
to  the  carpenter  a-hanging  on  the  tree.” 
It  appears  to  be  written,  some  observers 
say,  from  the  viewpoint  of  one  of  the 
thieves  on  the  cross. 

Replying  to  complaints  about  the 
hymn,  the  Chaplains  Board  said  in  a 
statement  that  the  hymn  “was  not  in¬ 
cluded  to  be  blasphemous  or  to  destroy 
faith,  but  to  provide  a  vehicle  for  dealing 
deeply  and  thoughtfully  with  the  death  of 
Christ  in  order  to  encourage  and 
strengthen  faith  in  God  and  His  atoning 
work,  God  in  Christ  being  crucified  for 
man.” 

The  statement  added  the  "hope  .  .  . 
that  this  hymn  would  not  just  be  sung  but 
discussed  and  wrestled  with  in  a  con¬ 
structive  manner.” 

Mr.  Myers,  an  Episcopalian,  said  "if 
the  Chaplains  Board,  who  are  setting  the 
spiritual  policy  for  our  Armed  Forces, 
has  reached  this  low,  something  ought  to 
be  done.  Certainly  we  should  be  on  our 
knees  praying  for  our  country. 

“You  will  want  to  register  your  protest 
to  the  President  and  your  Congressmen 
against  the  inclusion  of  a  blasphemous 
hymn  in  the  newly  issued  U.S.  Armed 
Forces  hymnal  used  in  the  chapels  on  our 
military  bases  around  the  world.” 

Composer  of  the  hymn  is  Sydney 
Carter,  who  also  wrote  "Lord  of  the 
Dance.” 

‘ Temple  Scroll ’  is 
eagerly  anticipated 

JERUSALEM  (EP)  —  The  so-called 
“Temple  Scroll,”  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  among  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  is 
eagerly  awaited  in  published  form  by 
scholars  who  expect  to  learn  more  about 
the  era  in  which  Jesus  Christ  lived  on 
earth. 

Dr.  Vigael  Yadin  bought  the  "Temple 
Scroll”  from  an  Arab  merchant  in 
Bethlehem  in  1967.  The  merchant  had 
purchased  it  earlier  from  a  Bedouin 
tribesman  who  found  it  in  a  cave. 

The  scroll  carries  exact  specifications 
for  the  building  of  the  Jewish  temple  in 
Jerusalem  and  illuminates  in  detail  the 
Ten  Commandments  and  603  biblical 
orders  on  Jewish  custom  that  are  at¬ 
tached  to  them. 


structures  to  farm  income,  labor  supply 
and  cost,  U.S.  food  policies  and  govern¬ 
ment  regulations. 

Rallying  point  for  the  campaigns  was  a 
Family  Farm  Project  workshop  here  in 
April,  when  the  women’s  division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  brought 
together  55  UMW  farm  women  to  face 
some  gloomy  statistics:  family  farms 
have  decreased  by  an  estimated  three 
million  since  a  peak  of  6.8  million  in  1935. 

“The  women’s  division  obviously  saw 
not  only  that  we  all  have  a  Christian 
concern  about  family  farms,  but  also  that 


Dr.  Thornburg  said  most  local  church¬ 
es  never  even  think  to  ask  a  minister 
what  his  theology  is.  “They  want  to  know 
if  the  minister  preaches  well  and  visits 
the  sick,”  he  said.  “Other  than  that, 
there  are  few  concerns.” 

He  went  on  to  say  there  is  “an 
underground”  in  the  church,  but  that  it 
isn’t  the  “evangelicals”— although  some 
evangelicals  may  be  a  part  of  it. 

“The  real  underground  is  filled  by  the 
vital  and  growing  number  of 
charisma  tics  in  our  denomination,”  he 
said.  Saying  that  he  is  not  “charismatic” 
himself,  Dr.  Thornburg  said  he  does 
believe,  however,  that  “charismatics” 
are  sometimes  penalized  by  the  church 
for  their  beliefs. 

“We  have  made  some  strides  in  this 
area,”  he  said,  “but  for  the  most  part  the 
church  still  has  not  come  to  grips  with 
the  reality  of  the  growing  number  of 
‘spiritual  Christians’  in  its  ranks.  We 
have  most  often  ignored  them,  but  we 
also  have  penalized  them  and  sometimes 
have  acted  as  if  their  experience  is  not 
valid.” 

Concerning  the  charges  made  by  the 
two  “Good  News”  leaders  that  United 
Methodist  seminaries  have  “shut  out” 
the  evangelical  point  of  view,  Dr. 
William  McElvaney,  president  ^of  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
and  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  professor  and 
former  dean  of  the  Boston  School  of 
Theology,  each  said  such  claims  are  not 
supported  by  facts. 

“It  would  be  helpful  when  such  broad 
charges  are  made  if  specific  documenta¬ 
tions  were  offered,”  Dr.  McElvaney 
said.  “Many  ministers  who  have  stood  on 
social  issues  also  have  felt  penalized.  I 
feel  it  is  significant  to  back  up  >vith 
specific  documentation  such  charges. 
Otherwise  we  may  be  creating  false  em¬ 
pathies  and  may  bring  false  witness 
against  leaders  of  the  church.”  He  said 
he  has  heard  similar  charges  in  the  past, 
but  has  never  seen  documentation. 

“At  St.  Paul  we  make  every  effort  to 
invite  concerned  laypersons  of  any  and 
all  theological  persuasions  to  become 
well  informed  concerning  our  ministry 
and  theological  education,”  Dr. 
McElvaney  said. 

In  reply  to  charges  that  seminaries  are 
not  teaching  from  positions  grounded 
“primarily  in  Scripture”  he  said  “I 
believe  our  seminaries  are  working  con¬ 
structively  and  diligently  to  be  truly 
evangelical,  truly  reformed,  and  truly 
catholic.” 

Dr.  Nelson  agreed  “it  is  false  to  say 
seminaries  take  a  hard  stance”  against 
theological  positions  “based  primarily  in 
Scripture.”  He  challenged  critics  to  show 
where  this  is  being  done. 

"The  conflict  is  there,”  he  said,  “but  it 
is  not  a  conflict  concerning  belief  in  the 
message  of  Scripture.”  Rather,  he  said, 
it  is  a  conflict  concerning  the  “degree  of 
dogmatism  or  freedom”  that  will  be 
allowed  in  the  seminaries  to  those  men 
and  women  “who  interpret  the  message 
today.” 

He  said  another  conflict  concerns 
“religious  style  and  piety.” 

“Not  only  is  there  a  dispute  over  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  Scripture  and  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospel,  but  there  is  a  different 
appreciation  of  the  manner  and  style  of 


life.” 


IS'ew  TM/UMR  equipment 


DALLAS  —  A  new  optical  scanner 
which  reads  and  processes  up  to  120 
typewritten  characters  a  second 
represents  the  latest  move  by  TM/  UMR 
to  keep  up  and  move  ahead  in  a  time  of 
exceptional  growth. 

Pictured  here  giving  the  scanner  a  trial 
run  last  week  are  TM/  UMR  production 
manager  Bill  Sybert  [left]  and 
TM/  UMR  editor-general  manager 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  [right.]  The 
scanner  reads  copy  prepared  on  stan¬ 
dard  electric  typewriters  and  converts 
the  characters  to  electrical  codes  for 
processing  through  a  computerized 
phototypesetter.  It  has  an  error  rate  of 
less  than  one  error  for  every  100,000 
characters,  Mr.  Sybert  said. 


we  farm  women  are  a  Christian  con¬ 
cern,”  says  Jane  Johnson,  Wisconsin 
poultry  farmer  who  coordinates  the 
national  project  for  the  division’s  section 
on  Christian  Social  Relations. 

Purpose  of  the  workshop  was  to  give  a 
forum  for  farm  women  to  focus  on  their 
major  concerns.  Followup  now  underway 
in  annual  conferences  varies,  Mrs. 
Johnson  told  TM/  UMR,  but  "a  lot  of  it 
has  to  include  homework.  We  don’t  have 
to  be  told  that  family  farms  are 
threatened,  but  in  order  to  impact  the 
government  and  the  non-farming 
community,  we  have  to  know  the 
dimensions  of  our  problems.” 

A  prime  task  in  annual  conferences  is  a 
current  study  of  land  tenure  in  their 
states.  "We  know  there’s  been  an  in¬ 
creasing  take-over  of  American 
agriculture  by  corporations  —  but 
exactly  how  much  land  is  now  owned  by 
non-family  corporations?  The  only  way 
to  find  out  is  to  dig  through  records  at 
county  court  houses.” 

Another  high  priority,  the  women 
agreed,  is  educating  urban  and  suburban 
residents  on  the  importance  of  land 
conservation  and  the  strengths  of  in¬ 
dependent  family  farming.  “Stewardship 
is  not  only  about  land  and  water  but  also 
about  people.  You  can’t  put  a  price  on  the 
quality  of  life  in  a  rural  community.” 

In  Nebraska’s  annual  conference, 
where  task  force  chairperson  Cleo 
Mormon  enthusiastically  hails  the 
project  as  a  “positive  program  that 
really  came  from  the  grass  roots,”  tax 
reforms  are  a  big  thrust.  The  task  force 
spearheaded  a  letter-writing  campaign 
to  Congress  to  raise  the  estate  tax 
exemption  ceiling  on  farm  land.  It  also 
hopes  to  conduct  one-day  workshops  on 
the  farm  project  and  ways  to  effect 
legislative  change. 

An  estimated  70  percent  of  Nebraska’s 
United  Methodist  Women  are  farmers, 
Mrs.  Mormon  said.  She  hopes  funding 
will  be  available  so  the  project  can 
continue.  One  woman  told  her  recently 
that  “farm  people  love  God  and  love 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  -  Ties  to 
the  U.S.  are  still  strong  among  Cuban 
Methodists,  according  to  a  recent  church 
visitor  there.  They  are  “greatly  inter¬ 
ested”  in  its  churches  and  "hope”  for 
renewed  travel  and  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations. 

This  is  the  report  from  Dr.  Herman 
Will,  United  Methodist  peace  executive 
here  with  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  who  visited  the  Cuban  bishop, 
two  local  churches  and  other  church 
groups  while  on  a  trip  to  Cuba  in  May.  He 
was  there  representing  the  coalition  for  a 
New  Foreign  and  Military  Policy,  of 
which  the  church’s  Board  is  a  member, 
at  the  United  Nations’  International 
Seminar  Against  Apartheid.  This  was  his 
third  visit  to  Cuba  in  30  years  of  great 
change  in  international  relationships. 

At  Manuel  Soto  and  Marianao  Chur¬ 
ches,  in  Havana  and  a  suburb,  Dr.  Will 
was  asked  to  speak,  in  Spanish,  con¬ 
cerning  the  recent  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  and  other  church 
developments.  In  those  congregations,  he 
attended  evening  programs,  both  wor¬ 
ship  and  social,  where  the  emphasis  was 
on  the  home  and  family. 

Since  ties  with  the  U.S.  church  were 
broken  in  the  1960s  following  the  break 

Presidents 
elected  by 
federation 

CEDAR  FALLS,  Iowa  —  In  a  new 
departure,  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  (MFSA)  established  a  co¬ 
presidency  shared  by  a  man  and  a 
woman  at  the  national  meeting  here, 
July  9-11.  Elected  as  co-presidents  were 
Sheila  Collins,  feminist  theologian  and 
editor  of  the  ecumenical  mission  monthly 
“Grapevine,”  and  her  husband,  John 
Collins,  of  the  New  York  conference 
program  staff.  The  co-presidents  reside 
in  New  Rochelle,  N.Y. 

The  Federation’s  next  national 
meeting  was  set  for  July,  1977,  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  when  the  independent  and 
unofficial  organization  —  yet  with 
historic  ties  to  United  Methodism  and  its 
predecessor  bodies  —  will  celebrate  its 
70th  anniversary.  The  Federation  drew 
up  the  original  Social  Creed  adopted  by 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1908. 
The  1976  meeting  was  attended  by  60 
persons  from  seven  states. 

MFSA  announced  the  formation  of  two 
new  chapters  in  the  Iowa  and  New  York 
annual  conferences.  It  also  established 
the  goal  of  forming  at  least  two  more 
chapters  in  the  next  year,  with  the 
Northern  Illinois,  Pacific  Northwest  and 
Southern  California  -  Arizona  con¬ 
ferences  as  special  target  areas.  MFSA 
now  has  four  chapter's,  with  chapters 
previously  existing  in  the  California  - 
Nevada  and  Oregon  -  Idaho  conferences. 

Designated  as  priority  issues  for 
Federation  action  were  world  hunger, 
human  rights,  CIA/  church  relations, 
equalization  of  pastors’  salaries  and 
support  for  missional  congregations. 


EYES  TOO  SORE? 

Bathe  them  with  soothing  LAVOPTIK  Medicinal 
Eye  Wash.  Offers  prompt  relief  for  sore,  tired, 
burning  eyes.  Aids  natural  healing.  Floats  away 
dust,  dirt  and  other  Irritants.  For  dependable  eye 
comfort  get  LABOPTIK  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  local  druggist.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed  or  your  money  back. 


other  people,  but  we  can’t  starve  to  death 
in  order  to  feed  everybody.” 

The  farm  story  must  be  told,  agrees 
Mrs.  Galen  Bamford,  chairperson  of 
Rocky  Mountain  conference’s  task  force, 
but  she  isn’t  so  sure  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  place  in  telling  it.  Farm 
problems  are  complex,  she  says,  and 
“farmers  are  already  so  bound  and  tied 
by  officials  and  environmentalists  who 
don’t  understand  the  issues.  I’m  not  sure 
the  church  is  willing  or  able  to  put  the 
people  or  funds  into  a  real  educational 
endeavor,  even  though  education  is 
needed.” 

But  in  Lindsay,  Calif.,  where  “there 
are  very  few  family  farms  left  in  the 
valley,  nearly  all  are  corporation- 
owned,”  Nancy  Buchanan  sees  great 
educational  value  in  the  church’s  con¬ 
cern  for  the  small  farmer.  “Once  people 
see  what’s  happening,  if  everybody  does 
even  a  little  —  writes  letters,  stays  in¬ 
formed  —  it  may  help,”  she  says.  Her 
Fresno  district  UMW  task  force  is  or¬ 
ganizing  a  speakers’  bureau  to  spread 
the  word  to  local  churches  and  other 
groups. 

Meanwhile,  Mrs.  Johnson  says  she 
“sees  signals”  indicating  the  need  to 
extend  the  Family  Farm  Project Jjeyond 
this  year.  “It  takes  awhile  for  conference 
organizations  to  get  organized,  but  now 
many  of  them  are  really  going.” 

Among  other  speakers  at  the  April 
workshop  was  Dr.  Bruce  Birch  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  D.C. 
Dr.  Birch  said  one  of  the  challenges  to  the 
church  is  “to  realize  that  the  use  of 
resources  is  a  long-range  problem  which 
cannot  be  solved  by  relief  programs  to 
feed  those  now  hungry.” 

“It  is  harder  for  those  who  grow  to 
waste,”  a  participant  said,  agreeing  with 
Dr.  Birch’s  point  that  persons  closest  to 
resources  have  significant  roles  to  play 
in  planning  present  and  future  use. 

A  progress  report  on  the  national 
Family  Farm  Project  and  proposals  for 
on-going  programs  will  be  made  at  a 
second  workshop  in  November. 


between  governments  when  Fidel  Castro 
took  over  power  there,  church  mem¬ 
bership  has  decreased  considerably,  Dr. 
Will  learned,  largely  due  to  emigration  of 
members.  Most  of  the  Methodist 
ministers  left  Cuba,  and  Bishop  Armando 
Rodriquez  is  one  of  only  two  who 
remained  who  were  ordained  and  active 
in  1959.  Pastors  have  been  replaced  by 
training  of  others,  including  several 
women,  Dr.  Will  found. 

He  was  told  by  church  people  that  the 
churches  are  permitted  to  function 
openly,  though  it  is  difficult  to  establish 
new  congregations.  There  is  no  open 
attack  on  religion  and  the  church  but 
“teaching  in  the  schools  leaves  no  room 
for  a  religious  view  of  the  universe,”  he 
was  informed.  In  addition,  students 
entering  higher  education  encounter  no 
discrimination  because  of  religious  ties  if 
they  are  going  into  the  physical  sciences 
but  there  are  stringent  requirements  if 
they  seek  to  enter  the  social  science 
areas. 

There  are  still  some  connections  with 
churches  in  the  U.S.  and  occasional 
visits,  Dr.  Will  found.  The  telephone  is 
used  frequently  because  mail  is  slow, 
often  taking  a  month  to  cross  the  narrow 
strip  of  water. 

For  the  May  24-28  meeting,  Dr.  Will 
traveled  through  Montreal,  because  of 
U.S.  travel  restrictions  to  Cuba,  but  did 
receive  authority  for  the  visit  from  the 
U.S.  State  Department.  Other  religious 
groups  represented  included  the 
American  Baptist  Churches  and  the 
National  Committee  of  Black  Church¬ 
men. 

Representatives  from  the  18  nations  on 
the  UN  special  committee  on  apartheid, 
plus  others  especially  from  African 
liberation  movements,  dealt  with  the 
apartheid  situation  in  sports  and  other 
fields.  Dr.  Will  said  participants  showed 
great  interest  in  the  recent  General 
Conference  statement  on  South  Africa. 


AUTHORS  WANTED 
BY  N.Y.  PUBLISHER 

Leading  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts  of  all 
types:  Action,  non- Action,  poetry,  scientific, 
scholarly  and  religious  works,  etc.  New  authors 
welcomed.  For  free  booklet,  write: 

VANTAGE  PRESS,  Inc. 

516  W.  34  St..  Dept.  JL,  New  York  10001 

Hearing  Loss  is  not 
a  Sign  of  Old  Age 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of  spe¬ 
cial  interest  to  those  who  hear  but 
do  not  understand  words  has  been 
announced  by  Beltone.  A  nagw 
operating  model  of  the  smallest 
Beltone  aid  of  its  kind  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
answering  this  advertisement. 

Send  for  this  non-operating  model 
to  see  how  tiny  hearing  help  can 
be.  It’s  yours  to  keep,  free.  The 
actual  aid  weighs  less  than  a  third 
of  an  ounce,  and  it’s  all  at  ear 
level,  in  one  unit. 

These  models  are  free,  so  write  for 
yours  now.  Thousands  have  al¬ 
ready  been  mailed,  so  write  today 
to  Dept.  4441  Beltone  Electronics, 
4201  W.  Victoria  St.,  Chicago, 
Illinois  60646. 


Women  back  ‘family  farms’ 

UMW  taskforces  campaign  for  ‘survival’’  of farming  concept 

By  PAT  SITES 


Church  leaders  deny 
4 Good  News 9  claims 


Cuban  church  seen  as  still 
interested  in  United  States 
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Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
assigned  to  Louisiana 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  of 
Houston,  Texas,  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Louisiana  Area  by  the  Episcopal  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Bishop  Shamblin,  a  widely  acclaimed 
preacher,  writer  and  leader,  has  served 
since  1961  as  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  Church 
in  Houston.  In  the  recent  election  of 
bishops,  he  was  the  first  of  the  four  elect¬ 
ed,  receiving  official  confirmation  of 
election  on  the  fifth  ballot. 


He  is  a  graduate  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  of  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  is  a  native  of  Ozark,  Ark.  He 
received  an  undergraduate  degree  from 
Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ark.,  and  was 
also  awarded  the  D.D.  degree  from  that 
institution.  He  has  studied  at  Boston 
University. 

You  will  be  hearing  more  about  Bishop 
Shamblin  in  this  newspaper! 


Methodism  is  beneficiary 
of  faithful  church  member 


The  picture 
shows  J.  C.  Meeks, 
left,  administrator 
of  the  Dora  Rich- 
burg  Estate  of  Kil- 
bourne,  present¬ 
ing  a  check  to  the 
Rev.  Joe  Solomon, 
pastor  of  Kibourne 
Church.  The  check 
which  exceeded 
$ 5,000.00  was  a  part 
of  a  bequest  left  by 
the  late  Mrs.  Rich- 
burg,  a  faithful 
member  and  strong 
supporter  of  the 
Kilbourne  and  Oak 


Grove  churches  throughout  her  lifetime.  She  left  a  similar  amount  to  The  Oak  Grove 
Church,  and  to  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston.  The  American  Cancer 
Society  was  also  a  beneficiary. 


Men’s  retreat  is  inspirational 


A  large  number  of  men  from 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
shared  in  an  especially  fruitful  retreat  in 
Pineville  recently,  according  to  in¬ 
formation  received  from  Tom  Matheny. 
He  notes,  “The  love  and  concern  that  was 
expressed  and  lived  out  during  these  two 
days  was  truly  inspirational." 

The  speaker  for  the  three  general 
sessions  was  the  Rev.  Ken  Carter, 


Carrollton,  Texas.  His  dynamic  sermons 
were  the  highlights  of  the  entire  retreat. 
There  were  also  five  small  group 
sessions;  nine  different  groups  were 
available  for  participants. 

The  retreat  was  sponsored  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Laity,  through  its 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Committee. 
Chairman  for  the  event  was  Eloi 
Primeaux. 


Louisiana  participants  study 
in  Perkins  music  school 


Musicians  at  Perkins  Summer  School 


The  ninth  annual  Church  Music  Sum¬ 
mer  School  on  the  campus  of  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  attracted  ministers  of  music, 
pastors,  and  professional  musicians  who 
serve  in  various  churches.  Among  the 
persons  taking  part  were  a  number  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  accompanying  photograph  shows 


Louisiana  participants  and  instructors  at 
Perkins.  They  are:  Gary  C.  Streiff, 
Assistant  to  the  Director,  Wisconsin  Con¬ 
ference;  Janell  Pease,  First  Church, 
Lafayette;  Mary  K.  Payne,  Springhill 
Church,  Springhill,  Junior  Choir  Direc¬ 
tor;  Gary  Halley.  Director  of  Music, 
First  Church,  Slidell ;  and  Jane  Marshall, 
Director  of  the  Perkins  Music  School. 


Church  career  grads  serve  churches 


Seven  recent  graduates  of  Centenary’s 
School  of  Church  Careers  are  serving  in 
local  churches  as  Directors  of  Christian 
Education  or  Associate  Directors. 

They  are  Norb  Peil.  Alamo  Heights, 
San  Antonio.  Texas;  Terri  Nichols, 
Christ  Church,  Lubbock.  Texas.  Janet 
Freeman,  First  Church.  Hope.  Ark.  ;  Jay 


Bowden.  First  Church,  Lake  Charles; 
Jim  Meyer,  Trinity  Church.  Ruston; 
Karen  Stephenson,  First  Church. 
Leesville  (summer);  Alfredo  Tijerina, 
St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church,  Athens, 
Ga. 

This  year  there  were  28  churches 
requesting  workers. 


Summer  program  initialed  in  Shreveport 


The  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  has  initiated  a  summer  Hot  Meals  and 
Supervised  Recreation  Program  for  children  under  19  years  of  age.  The  Program  to 
being  held  at  Johnson  Chapel  Church,  the  Rev.  Lee  Jennings,  pastor;  and  at  the 
Travis  Street  Center  where  Maurice  Monroe  is  director.  In  the  accompanying  pic¬ 
ture  children  at  the  Johnson  Chapel  Church  are  shown  getting  ready  for  lunch.  Rev. 
James  Graham  is  director  of  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry.  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg  to 
district  superintendent. 


Around  our  conference  } 

Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett  has  been  named 
Minister  Emeritus  by  the  Administrative 
Board  of  the  Rayville  Church.  The  action 
was  taken  in  appreciation  for  his  past 
service  as  pastor  of  the  congregation 
from  1942-1948,  and  for  his  present  role  in 
preaching,  teaching  and  serving  the 
church  voluntarily.  The  Midyetts  occupy 
the  Harvell  Memorial  Retirement  Home 
in  Rayville. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  delivered  lectures 
at  the  Broad  Meadow  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jackson,  Miss,  in  late  June,  on 
the  subject  “The  Life  and  Teachings  of 
Jesus.”  This  endowed  lectureship  is  one 
of  the  outstanding  in  the  South.  Doctor 
Hearn  holds  his  doctoral  degree  from 
Boston  University.  The  Reverend 
William  Whaley  is  pastor  of  the  Broad 
Meadow  Church  in  Jackson. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Thomas  M.  Babington,  Chief  of 
the  Chaplain  Service,  Nashville  VA 
Hospital,  and  assistant  professor,  Van¬ 
derbilt,  took  part  in  the  Annual  Forum  of 
the  National  Conference  on  Social 
Welfare  held  recently  in  Washington, 
D.C.  A  member  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  he  serves  on  the  Conference  Board 
of  the  Ministry.  He  was  on  the  program  of 
one  of  the  workshops  at  the  Washington 
meeting. 

*  *  * 

A  35-member  group  from  First  Church, 
Monroe,  and  a  45-member  group  from 
Jefferson  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  were  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  recently  (on  separate 
occasions)  at  Scarritt  College,  as  part  of 
a  tour  which  included  several  United 
Methodist  agencies.  Scarritt  College  in¬ 
dicates  that  through  the  college’s  public 
relations  office  arrangements  can  be 
made  to  visit  points  of  church  and  local 
interest  in  the  Nashville  area. 

*  *  * 

Dillard  University  has  been  awarded  a 
$2.5  million  grant  under  the  U.  S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare’s 
Advanced  Institutional  Development 
Program,  according  to  Dr.  Samuel 
DuBois  Cook.  Dr.  Cook  also  announced 
another  grant,  $18,800  from  the  National 
Science  Foundation  for  support  of 
interest  in  the  Nashville  area. 

From  Centenary  College  comes  this 
word:  “Centenary  College  has  been 
awarded  many  grants  and  gifts  during 
its  150  year  history,  but  probably  the 
most  unusual  is  one  just  received  -  a 
grant  of  Yen  900,000  (approximately 
$4,100)  from  The  Japan  Foundation  in 
Tokyo  for  the  purchase  of  books  relating 
to  Japan  and  Japanese  culture."  The 
grant  came  as  a  result  of  efforts  made  by 
Carney  Laslie,  adjunct  professor  of 
history  and  a  veteran  of  Far  East  travel, 
and  Dean  Theodore  R.  Kauss. 

Outstanding  among  the  activities  at 
Mary’s  Chapel  during  the  Conference 
year  was  a  “King  and  Queen  Annual 
Project.”  Commissions  and  Committee 
chairmen  worked  faithfully  for  success 
of  a  contest  which  realized  contributions 
of  $1,567.46.  Pastor  is  the  Rev.  Isaiah  Mc¬ 
Coy. 

New  appointment 

Effective  July  23,  the  Reverend  Ber¬ 
trand  Griffin  became  chaplain  of  the 
Dixon  Correctional  Institute  at  Jackson, 
Louisiana,  coming  from  the  chaplaincy 
at  the  state  penitentiary  at  Angola.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Griffin’s  duties  were 
assumed  on  the  July  23  date,  according  to 
an  announcement  from  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field’s  office. 


Conference  Journal 
delivered 


With  the  mailing  of  most  Conference 
Journals  on  July  2,  just  29  days  after  the 
close  of  the  Annual  Conference,  this 
appears  to  be  something  of  a  record!  A 
special  “Thank  you"  from  the  entire 
Conference  is  extended  to  the  Rev.  Ray 
Branton  and  his  staff,  Mrs.  Mamie 
Huffman  and  Miss  Bobbie  Washington, 
for  a  job  well  done. 

The  Journal  was  printed,  as  last  year, 
by  the  UNITED  METHODIST 
REPORTER  in  Dallas,  and  the  efficient 
cooperation  of  that  publisher  is 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  Journal  is  a  frequently  utilized 
book.  Ministers  and  lay  persons  alike 
refer  to  it  for  phone  numbers,  addresses, 
location  of  persons,  Conference  action, 
committee  and  commissions  members, 
and  myriad  other  information. 

Ray  Branton  is  the  well-organized, 
meticulous  Editor  of  the  Journal. 


Heritage  Sunday  giving  to 
Foundation  tops  $112,000 


Heritage  Sunday  distribution  of  the 
Bicentennial  Medallions  elicited  re¬ 
sponse  which  far  outstripped  any  ex¬ 
pectations,  and  with  totals  still  not  re¬ 
ported,  the  figure  currently  stands  at 
$112,709.15! 

Included  in  this  figure  is  a  $5,000  con¬ 
tribution  from  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cad- 
wallader  through  Rayne  Memorial 
Church,  New  Orleans;  a  $5,200  contribu¬ 
tion  from  Opelousas,  Louisiana  Memor¬ 
ial;  and  a  $23,000  contribution  from  First 
Church,  Franklin.  (Rayne  is  in  the  New 
Orleans  District;  the  Opelousas  and 
Franklin  churches  are  in  the  Lafayette 
District.) 

Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  Director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
indicates  that  he  is  highly  pleased 
with  this  enthusiastic  response  of 
church  members.  The  Medallions  were 


distributed  in  every  church  in  the  con¬ 
ference  and  members  were  asked  to  con¬ 
tribute  any  amount  they  could  and  to 
keep  a  Medallion  as  a  reminder  of  our 
United  Methodist  heritage  in  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Year.  The  funds  received  from 
the  Medallion  distribution  will  help  to 
keep  the  Foundation  fund  growing.  Many 
special  gifts,  legacies  and  contributions 
are  anticipated.  A  number  of  significant 
memorials  have  already  been  sent  to 
Foundation  headquarters,  and  these  will 
be  highlighted  in  a  later  edition  of  this 
newspaper. 

When  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  came  to 
the  Louisiana  Area  in  1972  he  envisioned, 
among  many  constructive  things  for  the 
conference,  a  Foundation.  It  has  been 
largely  due  to  his  inspiration  and  leader¬ 
ship  that  the  organization  has  reached  a 
firm  establishment.  The  people  of  our 
Conference  have  responded  with  sin¬ 


cerity  and  dedication,  and  through  their 
gifts,  many  worthwhile  needs  will  be 
met. 

Dr.  Clyde  Clark  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  are  hard  at  work;  committees 
have  been  set  up  and  are  functioning; 
and  steady  growth  is  expected.  Last 
week  Doctor  Clark  indicated  to  this 
newspaper  that  on  behalf  of  the  Foun¬ 
dation’s  program  he  is  “booked  almost 
solid”  into  the  early  part  of  1977  for 
preaching  engagements.  He  is  willing 
and  happy  to  spread  the  good  news  about 
this  organization  everywhere  possible. 

Within  a  few  weeks  this  newspaper  will 
run  a  full  page  detailed  report  of  every 
church’s  giving  throughout  the  Con¬ 
ference.  This  will  be  run  district-by¬ 
district,  and  church-by-church.  Those 
churches  not  yet  reporting  their  results 
are  urged  to  do  so  at  once. 


School  of  Mission  sets  record 


UMW  leaders: 
Treasurer  Mrs. 
Robert  H.  Brup- 
bacher,  Jr..;  School 
Registrar  (and 
Conference  chair¬ 
man,  Membership ) 
Mrs.  Edward.  T. 
Car  ruth ;  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward, 
Conference  Presi¬ 
dent;  and  Mrs.  Ce¬ 
cil  Read,  Dean,  are 
all  on  hand  to  wel¬ 
come  a  “student.” 


"A  mong  us  girls 


“Prepare  Ye  The  Way  of  The  Lord" 
was  the  theme  of  the  1976  School  of 
Mission  just  completed  in  the  Con¬ 
ference,  and  by  the  end  of  each  session  it 
was  evident  that  participants  were 
dedicated  to  the  theme.  With  more  than 
300  in  attendance  (including  a  handful  of 
men)  enthusiasm  was  everywhere,  and 
not  even  torrential  rains,  and  too  much 
or  too  little  air  conditioning  (depending 
on  where  you  happened  to  be)  could 
cloud  the  spirit  of  the  school.  In  the  words 
of  everyone  with  whom  this  newspaper 
had  contact,  “It  was  a  great  school." 

The  two  sessions,  each  for  two  and  one 
half  days,  began  on  Wednesday,  July  14, 
and  concluded  on  Sunday  July  18.  Some 
even  attended  both  sessions.  With  the 
combination  of  open  and  eager  minds 
and  outstanding  leadership,  the  classes 
were  marked  by  record  participation, 
and  the  variety  of  subject  matter  added 
to  the  interest. 

Mrs.  John  B.  Freeman,  Norman, 
Okla.,  led  the  study  on  “The  Book  of 
Mark,”  and  United  Methodist  Women 
(and  all  church  members  for  that  mat¬ 
ter)  will  be  interested  in  the  possible 
presentation  of  this  study  in  individual 
churches.  New  insight  -  or  old  insight 
made  clearer  -  punctuated  these  studies, 
and  materials  added  to  the  interest. 

First  Church,  BR 
breaks  giving  record 

Breaking  all  former  records  of  special 
giving  this  year,  the  congregation  of 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge  gave  $4,315  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  during  the  services  of  “One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing." 

Money  will  go  to  help  set  up  village 
industries,  rebuild  schools,  provide 
agricultural  tools  and  establish  Food-for- 
Work  projects. 

Special  speaker  for  the  day  was  Mrs. 
Doreen  F.  Tilghman,  Assistant  General 
Secretary  for  Administration  for  the 
UMCOR  Some  of  her  responsibilities 
include  working  with  the  Division  of 
Overseas  Ministries,  Heifer  Project 
International  and  CROP. 

The  Rev.  Woodrow  Hearn  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  expressed 
gratification  for  this  large  offering. 


“The  Nations  of  Southern  Africa: 
Dilemma  for  Christians”  was  led  by  Mrs. 
J.  Boyd  Tyrrell,  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Lindsay, 
Dr.  Rosalie  J.  Lawson  and  Dr.  Virginia 
Carlton.  Using  audio  visual  aids  as  well 
as  literature,  the  conditions  and  life  in 
these  countries  was  significantly  pre¬ 
sented. 

“People  and  Systems”  was  the  in¬ 
teresting  title  of  the  classes  dealing  with 
governments,  education,  health,  religion 
and  other  aspects  of  life  in  such  countries 
as  Cuba,  China  and  Tanzania.  Heading 
the  group  sessions  were  Mrs.  Lois 
Kohler,  Mrs.  Juanita  Ivie,  and  Ms.  Ruth 
Gilbert. 

But  classes  were  only  a  part  of  the 
significance  of  the  school.  Worship  ser¬ 
vices,  fellowship,  singing,  meetings,  and 


informal  exchange  of  ideas  added  much 
to  the  enjoyment  and  success.  Mrs.  Jack 
V.  Story,  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  pianist;  and  Mrs.  Ardessie 
Prophet  was  song  leader.  A  resource  cen¬ 
ter  was  set  up  in  the  lounge  of  James 
Dormitory,  where  participants  stayed; 
and  program  materials  and  book 
displays  were  presented  in  the  Gold 
Room  of  the  cafeteria. 

Mrs.  Cecil  Read,  of  Farmerville,  was 
Dean;  and  Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  of 
Monroe  was  assistant  Dean.  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
ward  Carruth  of  Bunkie,  was  registrar. 
Mrs.  Helen  Owen  of  West  Monroe,  as  in 
prior  years,  served  as  school  nurse. 

Centenary  College  again  hosted  this 
annual  event,  and  newcomers  as  well  as 
old  timers  felt  much  at  home. 


Mrs.  Lovelace  is 
“Member  of  the  Year” 


Mrs.  Margaret  Lovelace 
Member  of  the  year  —  Plaquemine 


First  Church.  Plaquemine  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  “Member  of  the  Year"  for 
1976,  and  the  recipient  of  this  honor  is 
Mrs.  Margaret  Lovelace. 

Mrs.  Lovelace,  who  serves  her  church 
and  community  in  numerous  ways,  was 
cited  for  her  work  as  president  of  UMW, 


kindergarten  teacher,  choir  member, 
administrative  board  member,  'and 
committee  member  of  various 
programs.  The  presentation  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  Griffon  Bourgeios,  and  the 
presentation  was  made  by  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Matthews,  pastor. 


Latest  attack  on  WCC  unfounded 


In  late  June  a  story  appeared  in  the 
“National  Enquirer”  under  the  headline 
”35  million  people  in  U.  S.  unknowingly 
contribute  to  communist  cause  .  .  . 
Americans  who  make  donations  to  World 
Council  of  Churches  are  helping  finance 
Russian-backed  revolutions.”  Among 
other  things,  the  article  alleges  that 
Russian  Orthodox  Metropolitan 
Nikodim,  one  of  the  six  WCC  Presidents, 
is  a  general  in  the  Russian  KGB;  that 
Metropolitan  Nikodim  is  the  most 
powerful  man  in  the  WCC  today ;  and  that 
the  WCC  is  supporting  Russian-backed 
groups  which  are  waging  “bloody 
revolution.” 

A  number  of  TM/  UMR  readers  saw 
this  story,  accepted  it  at  face  value,  and 
are  writing  letters  citing  it  as  reason  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  withdraw 
from  membership  in  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

This  "National  Enquirer"  story  does 
make  juicy,  sensational  reading.  If  it 
were  true,  there  would  be  good  reason  to 
question  our  church’s  continued  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  WCC.  In  fact,  the  story  is 
viciously  untrue. 

The  "National  Enquirer”  story  is  a 
prime  example  of  how  a  few  grains  of 
truth  can  be  twisted  and  distorted  by 
interpretation  to  produce  a  falsehood.  It 
also  reveals  that  persons  who  are 
predisposed  to  believe  the  worst  about  an 
organization  like  the  WCC  are  likely  to 
believe  such  distortions  rather  than 
question  the  credibility  of  the  source. 

One  grain  of  truth  in  the  story  is  that 
Metropolitan  Nikodim  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  is  one  of  six  WCC 
Presidents.  These  presidential  positions, 
however,  are  honorary  in  character  and 
carry  little  or  no  power.  By  virtue  of  this 
position,  Nikodim  is  no  more  or  less 
powerful  than  any  other  person  on  the 
WCC’s  120-member  Central  Committee. 

It  is  true  that  Metropolitan  Nikodim 
has  been  accused  by  some  of  being  an 
agent  of  the  Russian  government.  No 
supporting  evidence  has  been  offered, 
however,  and  Nikodim  has  denied  this 
allegation.  Western  churchmen  who  have 
worked  with  Nikodim  describe  him  as  a 
committed  Christian  who  obviously 
works  under  great  pressure  as  a 
Christian  in  an  atheistic  state. 

A  welcome  shift 
in  UMC’s  cycle 

With  the  election  and  assignment  of 
bishops  for  the  next  four  years  (see 
TM/  UMR,  July  23),  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  quadrennial  focus  of  attention  on 
the  General  and  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ences  will  end  for  a  time. 

Most  of  us  are  ready  to  change  from 
wondering  what  will  happen  "out  there” 
to  deciding  what  will  happen  "right 
here.” 

Some  United  Methodists  are  wondering 
aloud  if  the  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  are  worth  the  extraordinary 
amount  of  time,  effort,  attention  and 
expense  they  require. 

Such  questions  of  stewardship  are 
always  appropriate.  It  is  entirely 
possible  for  persons  to  take  the  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferenc.es’  actions 
too  seriously.  For  perspective,  most  of 
the  200  million  Americans  who  are  not 
United  Methodists  could  care  less  when 
our  conferences  meet  or  what  they  do. 

At  the  same  time,  we  know  of  no  way 
our  church  could  maintain  its  sense  of 
interrelatedness  in  purpose  and  mission 
without  occasionally  bringing  together 
elected  representatives  from  each  area 
for  a  legislative  assembly.  On  balance, 
we  can  think  of  no  fairer  or  more 
democratic  method  of  electing  and 
assigning  bishops  than  through  our  five 
Jurisdictional  (regional)  conferences. 
Our  system  of  conferences  helps  us  to 
maintain  commonality  in  identity, 
purpose  and  program  despite  the  wide 
diversity  of  our  members. 

Despite  their  importance,  our  church’s 
greatness,  or  lack  of  greatness,  is  not 
determined  primarily  by  the  actions  of 
our  quadrennial  conferences,  but  by  the 
way  in  which  ministers,  lay  persons  and 
congregations  perform  the  ongoing  tasks 
of  Christian  discipleship.  Our  church’s 
faithfulness,  or  lack  of  faithfulness,  to  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  determined  not 
so  much  by  what  our  elected  represen¬ 
tatives  do  as  by  what  we  do  —  in¬ 
dividually  and  with  others  in  our  local 
churches  and  local  communities. 


The  WCC’s  limited  grants  to 
"liberation”  movements,  particularly  in 
Africa,  are  no  secret,  and  are  very 
controversial.  It  is  incorrect,  however,  to 
say  that  these  grants  were  for  Russian- 
backed  wars  of  revolution.  The  WCC 
grants  were  to  indigenous  groups  seeking 
majority  rule  in  lands  traditionally  ruled 
by  outsiders.  The  grants  were  for  strictly 
humanitarian  purposes  similar  to  those 
provided  by  the  Red  Cross.  They  were 
made  from  specially  designated  gifts, 
and  not  from  regular  contributions  to  the 
WCC  budget  by  member  churches.  The 
WCC  has  a  long-standing  tradition  of 
supporting  change  through  non-violent 
means;  WCC  funds  have  not  been  given 
with  the  intent  of  fostering  violence— 
Russian-backed  or  otherwise. 

We  do  not  believe  the  WCC  should  be 
immune  to  critical  scrutiny.  We  support 
the  right  of  persons  to  believe  our  church 
should  not  be  a  part  of  the  WCC.  But 
criticisms  and  beliefs  should  be  based  on 
solid  fact,  and  not  on  scurrilous  in¬ 
formation  and  interpretation  spread  by 
the  likes  of  the  "National  Enquirer.” 

We  believe  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  despite  its  faults,  is  an 
organization  with  Christian  integrity.  Its 
basis  is  the  belief  that  Christians  of  every 
nation  should  find  ways  to  witness 
together  for  Christ,  despite  their  dif¬ 
ferences  in  political  ideology.  The  world 
is  too  large  and  the  number  of  Christians 
in  it  are  too  few  for  us  to  believe  and  work 
in  isolation  from  one  another.  The  WCC  is 
one  vehicle  which  brings  Christians  from 
different  parts  of  the  world  together.  We 
have  searched  and  found  no  basis  for  the 
assertion  that  the  WCC  is  "contributing 
to  the  communist  cause.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Here  I  Stand 

Church  schools  should  seek 
more  voluntary  gifts; 
avoid  government  support 


A  modern  version  of ‘The  Widow’s  Mite’ 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  A  reminder  that  it  isn’t  how  much  we  give  that  matters,  but 
how  much  we  give  of  all  that  we  have,  was  this  letter  received  at  the  UMC’s 
Louisville  Conference  office  recently.  Gerald’s  money,  along  with  a  photo  copy  of  his 
letter,  was  forwarded  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  [UMCOR]  in 
New  York.  Reprinted  from  the  Kentucky  edition  of  TM-UMR 


By  ERWIN  H.  SCHWIEBERT 

The  Supreme  Court  decision  allowing 
state  support  for  church-related  colleges 
is  an  unfortunate  one.  Your  headline 
(July  9)  indicating  that  United  Methodist 
leaders  back  such  aid  and  praise  the 
decision  make  it  seem  even  more  un¬ 
fortunate.  The  possibility  that  the  5-4 
decision,  written  by  a  United  Methodist, 
might  have  been  influenced  by  United 
Methodist  educational  leaders  seems  a 
most  distressing  probability.  We  should 
be  more  constructive  and  far-sighted  in 
our  influence. 

Fortunately,  the  decision  hedged  such 
aid  with  limiting  conditions,  is  per¬ 
missive  rather  than  mandatory,  and 
applies  only  at  the  state  level,  where 
many  state  constitutions  will  still 
prohibit  it.  This  will  prevent  aid  from 
being  widely  legislated  or  widely  used. 
Certainly  church-related  colleges  can 
still  demonstrate  their  significant  dif¬ 
ferences  and  their  political  independence 
by  refraining  from  demands  for  state 
money. 

*It  now  seems  quite  clear  that  the  issue 
of  tax  support  for  church-related  colleges 
should  have  been  thoroughly  debated  at 
General  Conference.  We  were  near  it  at 
one  point,  but  the  issue  was  avoided. 

You  quoted  Dr.  Fred  Harris  as  saying 
that  "by  denying  our  church-related 
colleges  tax  support,  the  inference  has 
been  that  they  do  not  operate  in  the 
public  interest.”  This  may  be  his  in- 


Stop  applauding  the  loss  of  our  freedoms 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  July  9  editorial  "Sectarian 
schools  and  segregation”  lauds  the 
recent  Supreme  Court  decision  as  a 
landmark  victory  for  human  equality  in 
the  United  States. 

I  view  it  as  a  further  erosion  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  which  rights  are 
being  chipped  away  from  all  of  us  by 
edict  and  law. 

For  instance;  If  we  own  a  house  that 
we  wish  to  sell,  our  right  to  sell  it  to 
whom  we  please,  or  to  refuse  to  sell  it  to 
whom  we  please,  for  whatever  reason  we 
please,  has  largely  been  taken  away 
from  us.  We  must  sell  to  whom  the 
government  says  we  must. 

For  instance.  We  own  an  apartment 
house,  paid  for  with  hard-earned  money. 
The  government  says  we  must  rent  to 
whom  it  says,  even  though  the 
prospective  tenant  would  be  a  bad  one. 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  in  a  so-called 
"free”  country,  a  person  or  a  group  of 
persons,  should  be  allowed  to  start  a 
school,  or  anything  else,  and  admit  whom 
they  please,  and  omit  whom  they  please, 
for  whatever  reason  they  please.  Now 
this  right  seems  to  be  denied. 

Certain  folks  just  don’t  want  to  mix  it 
up  with  certain  other  folks,  and  that  is 
true  all  up  and  down  in  society,  and  all 
the  laws,  and  edicts,  and  pious  platitudes 
and  Supreme  Court  decisions  are  not 
going  to  change  that  fact. 

We  seem  never  to  learn  that  we  cannot 
legislate  morals.  Remember  prohibi¬ 
tion? 

Granted  that  we  are  all  created  equal 
in  the  sight  of  God,  there  the  similarity 
ends.  There  are  some  with  one,  some 
with  five  and  some  with  ten  talents.  I’m 
undertalented  myself,  but  I  certainly  do 
not  want  to  regulate  and  ruin  the  lives  of 
those  more  talented  than  I. 

It  would  be  nice  if  preachers, 
politicians  and  do-gooders  would  fret 
about  something  else  a  while,  and  stop 
taking  our  freedoms  from  us. 

LeRoy  B.  Truitt 
Bridgeville,  Delaware 

A  still  needed  word 

To  the  Editor; 

Thanks  for  your  editorial  entitled, 
"Sectarian  schools  and  segregation” 
(TM/  UMR,  July  9). 

I  think  some  of  us  forget,  given  the 
progress  that  has  been  made,  that  it  is 
still  necessary  to  hear  the  word  that  “the 
time  has  come  in  our  society  for  whites  to 
stop  running  from  association  with 
persons  of  other  colors  ..."  Maybe  the 


stance  of  Christians  should  be  toward, 
not  from,  the  other  brothers  whom  God 
loves.  Eugene  A.  Shoemaker 

Topeka,  Kansas 

Bicentennial  essay  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s 
Bicentennial  essay,  “Does  the  church  in 
America  have  a  future?”  (TM/  UMR, 
July  2) :  It  is  good  at  last  to  see  His  fruits 
in  the  hierarchy  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  I  hope  all  church  leaders 
received  and  read  a  copy  of  this  issue. 

Jesus  said  that  without  Him  we  could 
do  nothing!  Revelation,  chapter  two, 
seems  to  describe  the  condition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a  whole,  for 
we,  like  Ephesus,  seem  to  have  lost  our 
first  love. 

While  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
others  who  in  the  past  have  been  "the 
arm  and  voice  of  the  Lord,”  decline  the 
Mormons  and  Jehovah  Witnesses  grow  in 
number.  Eighty  percent  of  all  their 
members  are  former  United  Methodists, 
Presbyterians,  Congregationalists,  etc.  I 
believe  that  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we 
are  not  presenting  Jesus  Christ  with  a 
compelling  relevancy.  The  sad  thing  is 
that  the  Mormons  and  the  Jehovah 
Witnesses  and  other  cults  don’t  even 
know  who  God  is! 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  getting 
this  much  needed  message  across.  We 
hope  that  you  will  continue  to  use  your 
voice  and  talent  to  the  praise  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour. 

We  are  praying  for  you  in  your 
ministry.  Until  then,  “Be  not  weary  in 
well  doing,  for  in  due  season  we  shall 
reap  if  we  faint  not.” 

Alan  R.  Jones 
Park  City,  Utah 

A  n  n oyan ce  person - jested 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  accept  my  congratulations  on 
your  efforts  to  cut  out  of  the  language 
that  dirty  three-letter  word  that  begins 


with  an  "m”  and  ends  with  an  “n.”  They 
must  be  pleasing  to  the  person-ia  of  the 
few  disgruntled,  inadequate  wo-persons 
among  us. 

You  have  proven  your  person- 
ageability  in  adapting  to  the  person-date 
of  said  female  hu-persons.  If  I  seem  to 
have  person-ufactured  too  person-y 
words  in  this  person-uscript,  please 
forgive  —  I  am  only  a  follower  of  that 
Holy  Person,  the  Person  of  Galilee,  who 
promised  "that  in  my  Father’s  house 
there  are  many  person-sions.”  And  that 
means  there  is  a  person-sion  for  the  likes 
of  me,  who  has  a  dictionary,  the  ability  to 
read  it,  and  the  temerity  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  first  definition  given 
under  that  dirty  word  "m-n,”  and  also 
the  definition  of  the  suffix  “-m-n.” 

Have  I  person-aged  to  person-ifest  my 
annoyance  at  this  most  recent  fad? 

M.  V.  Chick 
Blanco,  Texas 

('.urriculum  not  inclusive 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  Mrs.  Galbreath’s  letter  in 
the  Reporter  of  July  9,  we  of  the  ethnic 
churches  would  welcome  a  curriculum 
that  would  speak  to  all  children  and 
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Mr.  Dunnam 
"Beyond  giving  to  all  the  special  ap¬ 
peals,  what  can  I  do  to  help  solve  the 
problem  of  world  hunger?” 

I  am  continually  asked  this  question  by 
persons  whose  desire  to  help  is  exceeded 
only  by  their  awareness  of  the  enormity 
and  complexity  of-  the  hunger  problem. 

Beyond  the  sharing  of  our  material 
resources,  there  is  one  significant  action 
every  Christian  can  take  which  will  cost 
no  more  than  a  little  time  and  a  few  13 
cent  stamps:  write  to  your  Senators  and 
Congressmen  urging  their  support  for  the 
"right  to  food”  resolution. 

This  resolution  was  jointly  introduced 
last  fall  by  Sen.  Mark  Hatfield  (R-Ore.) 
and  Rep.  Donald  Fraser  (D-Minn.)  and  it 
declares:  "Every  person  in  this  country 
and  throughout  the  world  has  the  right 
.  .  to  a  nutritionally  adequate  diet  .  .  . 
and  this  right  is  henceforth  to  be 
recognized  as  a  cornerstone  of  U.  S. 
policy.” 

Earlier  this  year,  a  broadly 
representative  group  of  American 
religious  leaders  appealed  to  Congress  to 
pass  the  "right  to  food”  resolution, 
stating:  "This  right  is  not  ours  to  give  or 
take  away.  It  is  fundamental  and  derives 
from  the  right  of  life  itself.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence  identifies 
the  right  to  life  as  an  inalienable  human 
right  coming  from  God,  Who  created  all 
persons  equal.  Without  food  to  sustain 
life,  that  right  is  made  meaningless.” 

Although  the  "right  to  food"  resolution 
would  be  a  declaration  of  intent  rather 
than  a  legally  binding  statute,  it  has 
become  bogged  down  in  the  cumbersome 


wheels  of  Congressional  machinery.  In 
this  election  year,  it  is  likely  to  remain 
bogged  down  unless  public  support  prods 
our  elected  officials  to  action. 

Over  the  past  several  years,  church 
persons  have  flooded  the  mails  with 
protest  letters  about  such  non-issues  as 
the  "prohibition  of  Bible-reading  in  outer 
space.” 

The  "right  to  food”  resolution  is  both  a 
real  issue  and  a  positive  issue  worth  all 
the  time  and  energy  we  are  willing  to 
expend  in  its  behalf.  Passage  of  this 
resolution  will  not  automatically  signal 
the  conquest  of  world  hunger.  It  will 
provide  a  statement  of  general  policy 
against  which  specific  legislative 
proposals  can  be  measured  in  the  future. 
Those  specific  proposals  could  provide  or 
deny  hungry  people  with  more  real,  long¬ 
term  help  than  all  our  churches’  con¬ 
tributions  combined. 

If  you  want  to  do  something  more  to 
help  alleviate  hunger  than  dropping  an 
offering  in  the  collection  plate,  write  to 
your  Senators  and  Congressmen  urging 
their  support  for  the  “right  to  food” 
resolution.  The  offering  of  such  letters 
will  be  not  only  an  exercise  in  Christian 
stewardship,  but  also  an  exercise  in  good 
citizenship 

(More  information  about  the  "right  to 
food”  resolution  may  be  obtained  from 
"Bread  for  the  World,”  a  Christian 
citizens  movement  concerned  with 
poverty  and  hunger,  235  East  49th  St., 
New  York.  N.  Y  10017.) 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


youth. 

The  reality  of  the  matter  is  that  con¬ 
sultations  and  conferences  with  local 
Asian  church  school  teachers  in  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  reveal  widespread 
dissatisfaction  with  the  curriculum, 
although  it  might  appear  to  be  truly 
inclusive.  Attesting  to  this  fact,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  accepted 
the  Black  Curriculum  which  is  written  by 
the  Inner  City  Task  Force  of  Los  Angeles. 

One  of  the  tragic  results  of  racism  in 
our  society  is  that  minority  ethnic 
children  of  high  visibility  because  of 
color  are  still  being  subjected  to 
discrimination,  humiliation,  name 
calling  and  other  forms  of  abuse  from 
their  peers  and  from  adults.  The  ethnic 
church  has  a  responsibility  to  help  these 
children  cope  with  such  expereinces  —  to 
strengthen  them  in  their  belief  that  they, 
too,  are  worthy  children  of  God  and  have 
a  right  to  respect  and  to  a  place  in  His 
universe. 

It  is  basically  a  matter  of  material 
written  from  a  different  perspective, 
which  may  be  illustrated  in  a  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  Good  Samaritan  story.  In  the 
curriculum  prepared  for  the  dominant 
group,  the  white  child  is  cast  in  the  role  of 
the  Good  Samaritan,  who  rescues 
another  boy,  perhaps  a  Filipino.  Both  the 
teacher  and  student  feel  comfortable 
with  this. 

Now  present  the  same  curriculum  in  a 
Filipino  Sunday  School  and  it  does 
nothing  for  the  child,  and  only  reinfojees 
the  negative  image  (victim)  that  society 
has  already  impressed  upon  him. 

Rewrite  the  lesson,  however,  the  cast 
the  Filipino  boy  in  the  role  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  coming  to  the  aid  of  — 
perhaps  a  white  child,  and  you  have  a 
powerful  lesson  of  the  "oppressed” 
rescuing  the  "oppressor  -  in  -  need!” 
Perhaps  Jesus  had  this  in  mind  in  using 
the  parable! 

I  would  welcome  any  dialogue  that 
would  help  us  to  produce  a  curriculum 
that  would  be  relevant  to  all  groups  — 
white  included! 

Shizue  Yoshina 
Sunnyvale,  California 

Support  for  ministry  to 

persons  in  crisis  urged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  want  to  say  "Amen”  to  Sharon 
Mielke’s  article,  "Hospital  emergency 
rooms  need  the  church  24  hours,” 
(TM/  UMR,  June  18). 

Often  Christians  overlook  such  a  vital 
and  necessary  ministry.  Sometimes  I  get 
the  impression  that  we  are  so  very 
comfortable  within  the  four  walls  of  the 
church  building  that  it  becomes  too  much 
41  n  effort  to  get  involved  in  these  types  of 
ministry.  I  wish  more  church  people 
would  become  aware  of  these  needs. 

I’m  not  familiar  with  our  prisons,  but  I 
sense  a  tremendous  need  for  Christians 
to  be  responsible  in  that  area  of  ministry 
also.  People  in  crisis  situations  need  the 
love  and  compassion  we  so  often  talk 
about.  I  think  our  faith  is  enriched  and 
strengthened  when  our  theology  gets  up 
and  walks.  Neftali  Gonzales 

Dallas,  Texas 


ference,  but  it  is  not  a  general  inference. 
Moreover,  it  is  not  true.  Their  operation 
in  the  public  interest  is  clearly 
recognized  in  their  eligibility  for  donor 
charitable  gift  deductions  —  a  more 
proper  method  of  support. 

The  real  issue  is  still  religious  freedom, 
and  church-state  separation  is  its  most 
significant  guarantee.  One  doesn’t  have 
to  be  a  college  administrator  to  realize 
that  if  state  support  provides  money  for 
secular  aspects  of  higher  education, 
there  will  be  more  money  available  for 
support  of  religious  education  functions. 
It’s  difficult,  therefore,  to  separate 
secular  and  religious  functions  and  the 
potential  Pandora’s  box  of  religious 
conflict  between  Catholic,  Protestant, 
Mormon,  and  other  groups  could  reenter 
legislative  halls  of  states  that  permit  it  to 
happen. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  of  which 
I’ve  been  a  member,  rather  than  trying 
to  open  channels  of  tax  support  for 
United  Methodist  colleges  would  be  far 
more  constructive  if  its  efforts  were 
directed  to  better  training  of  church 
members  in  Christian  stewardship  and  in 
the  creative  use  of  tax-wise  estate 
planning.  The  Christian  will  is  still  one  of 
the  most  neglected  opportunities  for 
shaping  the  future  of  our  church-related 
institutions.  Charitable  remainder 
unitrusts,  annuity  trusts,  pooled  income 
funds,  charitable  gift  annuities,  and 
other  aspects  of  modern  tax  law  provide 
charitable  gift  deduction  incentives  for 
giving  to  church  purposes  that  can  bring 
mutual  benefit  to  donors,  surviving 
spouses  and  families  as  well.  Not  enough 
is  being  said  in  local  church  circles, 
conferences,  General  Board  meetings  or 
in  communities  about  such  opportunities 
for  creative  gift  planning.  This  is  subject 
matter  for  another  speech  I’d  have  liked 
to  make  at  General  Conference  had  there 
been  time. 

If  United  Methodist  Colleges  make  any 
request  of  government,  it  should  be  to 
make  tax  laws  even  more  clear,  even  less 
complicated,  and  even  more  conducive  to 
voluntary  giving. 

Church-related  colleges  loyal  to  their 
purposes  will  be  supported  by  Christians 
who  believe  in  them  and  who  are  shown 
how  they  can  give.  United  Methodist 
attorneys,  accountants,  trust  officers, 
and  life  underwriters  can  help  in  showing 
fellow  members  what  opportunities  tax 
law  provides.  College  development  of¬ 
ficers  should  always  be  ready  to  help. 

The  present  drift  toward  direct 
government  support  could  result  in 
citizens  being  taxed  to  support  colleges 
which  may  be  teaching  religious  dogma 
that  they  may  not  approve.  I£  could  also 
intensify  attacks  on  the  charitable  gift 
deduction,  thereby  reducing  present 
incentives  for  needed  gift  support. 
Voluntary  giving  preserves  freedom  of 
choice  —  freedom  of  religious 
preference.  We  should  recognize  the  real 
issues  and  act  accordingly. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Erwin  H. 
Schwiebert,  is  a  member  of  the  UMC  in 
Caldwell,  Idaho. 
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tie  y^hriitian 

By  LEIF  GRENEFORST 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Grace  becomes  fact 
when  God  makes  a  pact, 
Detailing  architecture 
body,  mind,  soul  culture. 
Creating  life’s  beauty 
as  heaven-true  duty  — 
We  are  The  Grace, 
Embellishing  peace 
of  our  Savior’s  face. 
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‘Open’  election  of  bishops  favored 

Many  leaders  call  process  ‘healthy,’  others  say  ‘ distasteful ’ 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Was  the  recent  process  of  electing 
United  Methodist  bishops  too 
“political”? 

No,  say  many  persons,  Yes,  say  others. 
And  a  few  are  uncertain. 

In  a  spot  check  among  15  United 
Methodists  who  attended  the  three  recent 
jurisdictional  conferences  where  the 
church's  seven  new  bishops  were  elected 
(seeTM/  UMR,  July  23),  the  majority  of 
persons  contacted  affirmed  the  process. 
They  called  it  “positive,”  “healthy”  and 
“more  open  and  above  board”  than 
previous  elections. 

The  feeling  was  far  from  unanimous, 
however.  Others  contacted  felt  the 
process  which  included  bloc  voting  and 
bartering  votes  between  delegations  was 
“cheapening,”  “a  change  in  the 
historical  process  of  electing  bishops” 
and  “distasteful.” 

The  five  jurisdictional  conferences 
meet  once  each  four  years  to  fill 
vacancies  caused  by  retirement  of  active 
bishops  in  their  areas  and  to  conduct 
other  business.  Held  July  13-15,  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  met  in  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  and  elected  four  bishops,  the  North 
Central  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.  chose  two 
and  the  Northeastern  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  one.  The  Southeastern  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.  C.  and  the  Western  at  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  had  no  vacancies  and 
consequently  did  not  get  a  taste  of  the 
new  election  process. 


In  the  past,  a  person  who  aspired  to  the 
office  of  bishop  was  not  supposed  to 
publicly  state  his/  her  intentions  or 
solicit  votes.  There  were  no  formal 
nominations  or  open  campaigning. 
Delegates  learned  by  “word  of  mouth” 
who  were  contenders  for  the  office.  A 
growing  number  of  persons  expressed 
dissatisfaction  with  these  procedures 
because  they  believed  them  “secretive” 
and  too  easily  controlled  by  a  few 
knowledgeable  leaders. 

A  changing  mood  in  the  church  called 
for  more  openness  among  candidates  and 
delegates  and  participation  by  a  larger 
number  of  persons.  For  the  first  time, 
General  Conference  permitted  annual 
conferences  to  nominate  persons  for 
bishop  and  five  of  the  seven  new  leaders 
were  endorsed  by  one  or  more  annual 
conferences. 

Four  elements  common 

While  the  new  process  has  been  labeled 
by  some  to  be  more  a  matter  of  style  than 
substance,  four  elements  common  in 
some  form  in  each  jurisdiction  were: 

(1)  distribution  of  printed  materials 
listing  the  qualifications  of  nominees; 

(2)  recess  during  conference  sessions  to 
allow  delegations  to  caucus  before 
ballots  were  cast;  (3)  visits  by  nominees 
to  delegations  to  explain  their  position  on 
issues;  and  (4)  pledging  all  or  part  of  a 
delegation’s  votes  to  one  nominee  in 
trade  for  pledged  support  for  their  own 
nominee. 


Senator  urges  new 
American  Indian  policy 


SIOUX  FALLS,  S.  D.  (RNS)  — 
Americans  have  been  urged  to  establish 
a  new  Indian  policy  during  this  Bicen¬ 
tennial  year  which  will  “permanently 
recognize  American  Indian  property, 
rights  and  liberty.” 

Sen.  James  Abourezk  (R-S.  D. )  told  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  United 
Methodist  Conference  here  that  policies 
devised  to  date  by  the  government  to 
solve  the  so-called  “Indian  problem” 
have  not  been  successful. 

“You  know  the  history  as  well  as  I  do,” 
Sen.  Abourezk  said.  “Trickery  by  the 
government  to  take  Indian  land  resulted 
in  retaliation  by  the  Indians.  Each 
retaliation  became  an  excuse  to  take 
more  land,  until  finally,  the  government 
felt  justified  in  setting  up  military  con¬ 
centration  camps  which  they  called 
reservations.” 

The  ;  South  Dakota  legislator,  an 
Eastern  Orthodox  layman,  said  that 
paternalistic  attempts  over  the  years  to 
assimilate  Indians  have  not  been  suc¬ 
cessful,  either,  because  of  whites’  in¬ 
sensitivity  to  native  Indian  cultural 
needs  and  tendencies. 

“The  Congress  has  established  the 
American  Indian  Policy  Review  Com¬ 
mission,  which  I  chair,  to  make 
recommendations  for  a  new  Indian 
policy,”  Sen.  Abourezk  said.  “The  staff  is 
almost  entirely  Indian  —  the  first  time, 
incidently,  that  Indians  have  been  asked 
to  formulate  a  policy  toward  themselves. 
The  final  report  to  Congress  is  due  in 
January.” 

He  said  “it  is  time  that  the  ‘utmost 
good  faith’  clause  (of  the  1787  Northwest 
Ordinance)  be  memorialized  in 
legislation  and  in  attitudes  which,  at  last, 
will  permanently  recognize  American 
Indian  property,  rights  and  liberty  in 
such  a  manner  that  a  Bicentennial  policy 
will  have  been  initiated,  which  will  be 
consistent  with  real  Christian  ideals  and 
the  intent  of  the  founders  of  a  truly  great 
nation. 

“If  we  are  to  renew  our  covenant  with 
God,”  Sen.  Abourezk  said,  “if  we  are  to 
make  a  lasting  imprint  on  history  as  a 
truly  great  and  moral  nation,  we  must 
begin  somewhere  with  the  revival  of  our 
national  consciousness.” 

He  said  “we  cannot,  in  1976,  remove 
whites  from  their  homes  to  return  lands 
wrongfully  taken  in  1876.  We  cannot 
make  the  buffalo  return,  nor  the  white 
man  disappear.  We  cannot  legislate  any 
racism  and  class  hatred  in  a  direct  way. 

“But  we  can  remove,  by  legislation, 
the  obstacles  which  have  been  placed  in 
the  way  of  eventual  freedom  for  the 
American  Indian  people. 

“Although  American  Indians  con¬ 
stitute  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  total 


population  of  America  —  about  800,000 
Indians  live  on  and  off  reservations,”  the 
senator  said,  “I  believe  there  is  a  direct 
relationship  between  their  existence  and 
the  fulfillment  of  the  commitment  we 
Americans  have  made  to  ourselves.” 


Most  of  these  actions  were  new  to  the 
jurisdictions  this  year,  although  veteran 
observers  said  that  vote  trading  had  gone 
on  in  some  fashion  in  previous  years. 

Many  persons  contacted  by  TM/  UMR 
believed  the  process  was  more  open  than 
elections  conducted  previously.  A  feature 
mentioned  by  almost  everyone  as 
positive  was  the  opportunity  afforded 
delegates  to  learn  more  about  the  can¬ 
didates. 

The  Rev.  Terry  Thomason  (North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction,  Southern  New 
England  Conference)  said  he  entered  the 
conference  with  ambivalent  feelings 
about  the  process  but  as  he  had  the 
chance  to  talk  and  question  nominees,  he 
began  to  feel  good  about  it.  “I  know  you 
cannot  learn  all  about  a  person  in  30 
minutes,”  he  said,  “but  you  can  gain  a 
gut  feeling  about  him  which  helps  you 
cast  your  vote.” 

An  attorney  in  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction,  Leonard  Slutz  (West  Ohio) 
said  the  change  in  process  was  not 
“significantly  different”  from  other 
years.  But  the  nominee  going  to  various 
delegations  to  talk  with  them  was  “a 
little  more  open”  and  Mr.  Slutz,  a 
veteran  of  seven  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences,  felt  “good”  about  that. 

Far  more  politics 

Some  persons  contacted  by  TM/  UMR, 
however,  did  not  feel  good  about  the 
process  and  believed  there  was  far  more 
politics  than  in  previous  years.  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  (South  Central, 
Louisiana  Area)  said  the  new  process 
“involving  caucuses  and  so-called  open 
politics  did  not  produce  the  desired 
results  but  instead  encouraged  activities 
of  various  political  bosses  and  swap-out 
artists.  I  think  it  is  a  cheapening  thing. 
Four  excellent  men  were  elected  but  they 
probably  would  have  been  elected  more 
readily,  more  speedily  and  with  less 
political  abrasion  if  the  process  set  up  at 
this  conference  had  not  been  adhered 
to.” 

Several  other  South  Central  people 
agreed.  The  leader  of  the  North  Arkansas 


the  church  today 


Bishop  H.  Clifford 
Northcottdies 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMS)  -  Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  H.  Clifford 
Northcott,  85,  died  here  July  18  after  a 
long  period  of  failing  health. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1948, 
Bishop  Northcott  served  in  the  Wisconsin 
Area  until  his  retirement  in  1960.  At  the 
time  of  his  election  as  bishop,  he  had 
been  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Champaign,  Ill.,  for  20  years. 

A  native  of  Canada,  Bishop  Northcott 
received  his  education  at  Northwestern 
University  and  Garrett  Biblical  Institute 
here,  and  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 
He  was  ordained  in  1919. 

Prayers  of  thanks  offered  for 
return  of  kidnapped  children 

CHOWCHILLA,  Calif.  —  “The  children 
and  the  community  are  trying  to  get  back 
to  normal”  after  the  nightmare  of  their 
28-hour  kidnapping  ordeal,  DeVerna 
Miller,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Glenn  Miller, 
pastor  of  First  UMC  here  told 
TM/  UMR. 

She  said  one  of  the  kidnapped  children 
attended  First  Church.  Two  others  from 
the  church  would  normally  have  been  on 
the  bus  but  stayed  home  from  summer 
school  July  15,  the  day  the  bus  disap¬ 
peared. 

Prayers  of  thanksgiving  were  offered 
in  numerous  local  churches  here  for  the 
safe  return  of  the  26.  The  townspeople 
said  it  was  “trust  in  God”  and  their 
continuous  prayer  vigils  which  sustained 
them  during  the  ordeal.  The  kidnapped 
children  said  later  that  prayer  and  songs 
had  kept  them  unafraid. 

“We  prayed  and  sang  church  songs,” 
said  Barbara  Parker,  8,  when  asked  what 
she  and  the  other  children  had  done  to 
keep  their  spirits  up. 

Editors  given 
new  assignments 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Two 
editors,  the  Rev.  Finees  Flores  and  F. 
Paige  Carlin,  will  take  assignments  with 
United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMC)  in  the  fall.  Both  will  continue 
previous  assignments  under  new  con¬ 
ditions,  and  both  are  from  Chicago. 


Classified 

Rate:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  In  advance. 
Minimum  charge  of  $10  Service  charge  for  blind  ads 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30  years  In 
business.  Samples,  price  lists,  testimonials  sent  on 
request.  412- A  South  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 
(214)-747-4540. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordlnators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 

gallon.  Contact:  Allen  Miller,  United  Church 
Directories.  Box  7732.  Waco.  Texas  76710. 

Fla.  33166. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby  a 
home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist  Mission 

Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park,  1850  Alice  St.. 
Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

service  on  your  problems.  Good  living  situation, 
warm  -  acceptance,  best  medical  care,  expert 
counseling  and  continuing  high  school  education. 
Call  or  write:  Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord."  13c  each.  100,  $12.00; 
stickers.  “God  Loves  You,"  3c ;  plus  postage. 
Crosses.  Apex.  N.C.  27502. 

Rd..  San  Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410. 

LOAF  OR  SEE  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA.  Use  my 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist.  Fully-ac¬ 
credited.  Co-educatlonal  two-year.  University- 
parallel.  Dedicated  faculty.  Financial  assistance. 
Maximum  enrollment:  300  students.  Strong 

extra  bedroom  and  bath.  Private.  Minutes  from 
Disneyland  and  Knotts  Berry  Farm.  Church 
Secretary.  Dawn  Moore.  1226  East  Sycamore  St.. 
Anaheim.  Calif.  92905. 

Development  Program.  Music  Honors  In  Inter¬ 
national  competition.  Direct  transfer  programs.  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  (Honorary  Society)  chapter  among  top 
ten  In  nation  for  four  consecutive  years,  Cuthbert. 
Georgia  31740.  (912  )  732-2171. 

SITUATIONS  WANTED.  Church  or  school  wanted, 
excellent  Sexton,  twenty  years  experience  all 
phases,  will  relocate  small  town  country.  109 
Mechanic  Street.  Doylestown.  Penna.  18901.  (215) 
345-7686.  j 

GROUPS  -  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  Great  Passion 
Play  -  America's  No.  1  Drama!  Tickets,  lodging, 
recreation  St  meals,  only  $11  a  person  at  KELLER'S 
COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT.  Rt.  1.  Eureka  Springs. 
Ark.  72632;  Phone  (501)  253-8418. 

WANTED:  ADULT  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  by  Aug. 
16th.  First  UMC,  Hayward.  Calif.  600-member 
church.  Send  resume  Attn.  GM.  1183  B  Street. 
Hayward.  Calif.  94541. 

Mr.  Flores,  editor  of  “El  Interprete,” 
Spanish  edition  of  “The  Interpreter” 
magazine,  will  move  from  part-time  to 
full-time. 

Mr.  Carlin,  editor  of  the  “News  and 
Comment”  section  of  “The  Interpeter” 
from  July,  1975,  through  June  of  this 
year,  will  resume  that  assignment,  ef¬ 
fective  with  the  January,  1977  issue.  The 
magazine  feature  was  sponsored  for  nine 
issues  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  (UMPH)  after  discon¬ 
tinuance  of  “United  Methodists  Today,' 
of  which  Mr.  Carlin  was  executive  editor 
Grain  belt  consultation 
to  develop  food  policy 
NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodists  from  the  Nation’s 
agricultural  states  will  stage  a  grain  belt 
consultation  next  December  to  develop  a 
“Christian  food  policy  for  a  hungry 
world.” 

The  consultation  will  provide  op¬ 
portunity  for  United  Methodists  who  are 
food  producers  as  well  as  clergy  and  lay 
persons  to  reach  a  “consensus  on  the 
elements  which  will  lead  us  toward  a 
United  Methodist  food  policy,"  said 
Bishop  Lance  Webb  of  Springfield,  Ill,, 
chairperson  of  the  planning  for  the  event 
which  will  be  held  in  Overland  Park, 
Kan. 

A  plan  for  educating  and  mobilizing 
the  9.9  million  member  United  Methodist 
Church  for  continued  policy  formulation 
and  action  in  the  food  policy  area  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  developed. 

Television  programs  to  equip 
teachers  funded  by  foundation 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  The  Division  of 
Education  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship  has  received  a  com¬ 
mitment  for  $52,228  from  the  Oklahoma- 
based  Kerr  Foundation  to  fund  a 
television  pilot  project  of  in-service 
training  of  volunteer  teachers. 

According  to  Dr.  T.  Poe  Williams, 
assistant  general  secretary  for  en¬ 
terprises  for  the  division,  the  pilot 
project  will  include  12  30-minute 
television  programs  with  supplementary 
study  materials  which  will  seek  to  equip 
volunteer  teachers  to  more  effectively 
teach  moral  and  ethical  values. 

In  a  rationale  for  the  project,  Dr 
James  E.  Alexander,  staff  member  who 
is  director  of  the  project,  says  there  is  a 
great  need  to  do  a  better  job  of  teaching 
morals  and  values.  Television,  he 
believes,  is  an  untapped  resource  for 
achieving  this  goal. 

Volunteers  have  difficulty  par¬ 
ticipating  in  traditional  education 
programs  because  of  cost,  time,  travel, 
geography  and  family  obligations,  but 
Dr.  Alexander  believes  television  holds 
the  answer  by  bringing  the  learning 
experiences  into  their  homes. 

New  pastor  appointed 
to  Tulsa  church 

TULSA,  Okla.  —  The  new  senior 
minister  at  Boston  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  here  is  Dr.  John 
Russell.  He  was  appointed  to  the  6,500- 
member  church  last  week  by  Bishop 
Paul  Milhouse,  Oklahoma  Area. 

Dr.  Russell  has  been  district 
superintendent  of  the  Tulsa  District.  He 
succeeds  Dr.  Chess  Lovern  who  was 
elected  bishop  and  assigned  to  the  San 
Antonio  Area  earlier  this  month  at  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
held  in  Lincoln,  Neb 


delegation,  Ms.  Mildred  Osment  thought 
there  was  more  politics  in  this  third 
conference  she  has  attended  than  in  the 
previous  two,  and  “I’m  not  sure  it’s  a 
positive  thing.” 

Dr.  Harry  Vanderpool,  clergy  delegate 
from  New  Mexico,  had  “personal  dif¬ 
ficulty  with  the  persons  who  acted  like 
auctioneers  and  brokers:  ‘We  will  give 
you  12  votes  if  you  will  give  us  10.’  I  found 
the  whole  thing  distasteful,  although  I 
believe  that  despite  the  process,  God  has 
a  way  of  getting  things  done.” 

One  of  the  strongest  reactions  came 
from  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  (Dallas- 
Ft.  Worth  Area)  who  called  the  recent 
action  “a  change  in  the  historic  process 
of  electing  bishops.  This  kind  of  bloc 
voting  moves  away  from  the  individual 
making  the  decision  in  the  privacy  of 
conscience  for  the  good  of  the  church  and 
with  the  guidance  of  God.  Now  we  are 
choosing  leadership  on  the  basis  of  the 
best  organization.  It  will  lead  to  bringing 
in  professionals  who  know  how  to 
publicize  and  create  an  image.” 

Bishop  Stowe  said  “The  church  should 
not  take  its  agenda  from  the  secular 
world.  We  start  at  different  points:  the 
welfare  of  the  church  over  against  the 
ambition  of  an  individual  to  hold  the 
office.” 

Positive  about  the  process 

The  majority  of  persons  questioned  by 
TM/  UMR,  though,  felt  positive  about 
the  election  process: 

Ms.  Carolyn  Oehler  (North  Central, 
Northern  Illinois):  “In  a  church  the  size 
of  ours,  it  is  unrealistic  to  think  we  will 
not  have  a  political  process  in  electing 
our  leaders.  We  must  work  to  see  that  the 
process  is  not  manipulative  but  comes 
from  the  grass-roots.  I  affirm  the 
process.” 

Tal  Oden  (South  Central,  Oklahoma): 
“I  liked  it.  I  felt  as  comfortable  as  one 
can  feel  with  representative  democracy 
at  work.  I’ve  been  to  four  conferences, 
worked  to  help  elect  three  Oklahomans  to 
the  office,  and  the  difference  this  time 
was  that  it  was  more  open  and  above 
board.” 

Bishop  James  Armstrong  (North 
Central,  Dakotas  Area) :  “I  felt  basically 
positive  about  the  process.  The  in¬ 
terchange  between  candidates  and 
delegations  was  altogether  wholesome." 

The  Rev.  Ray  Branton  (South  Central, 
Louisiana):  “Sending  out  information 
about  candidates  helps  delegates  know 
more  about  those  persons  and  opens  up 
the  nominating  process.  I  don’t  think  the 
caucusing  and  vote  trading  was  par¬ 
ticularly  helpful.” 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 
(North.  Central,  Minnesota):  The  new 
nominating  process  is  a  good  one.  It 
actually  dignifies  the  process  of  electing 
bishops.  It  encourages  the  candidate  to 
be  square  about  where  they  really  are; 
nobody  is  forced  to  pretend.  If  you’re 
interested  in  being  a  bishop,  you  can  say 
so.  If  you  aren’t,  you  can  say  that  and  be 
believed.” 

The  Rev.  Rex  Bevins  (South  Central, 
Nebraska):  “I  feel  it  was  a  healthy  ex¬ 
perience  to  talk  openly  about  the  can¬ 
didates,  to  interview  them  and  to  get  a 
feel  for  them  as  persons.  I  was  aware, 
though,  that  some  persons  and 
delegations  were  reluctant  to  engage  in 
the  process.” 

Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  (Northeastern, 
New  York  West):  “It  is  a  new  process 
and  on  the  whole,  I  felt  pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised  at  how  the  conference  dealt  with 
the  dynamics.  I  think  the  nominating 
process  by  the  annual  conferences  tends 
to  heighten  the  expectation  of  the 
nominee  which  can’t  always  be 
delivered,  especially  since  we  had  one 
position  open  this  time  and  21  nominees.” 


liishops  escort  n eivly -eleele d  bishop 
LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  In  the  traditional  walk  to  the  platform  for  presentation  to  the 
conference.  Bishop-elect  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  is  escorted  by  Bishop  Ernest  Dixon. 
Kansas  Area  (at  left)  and  Bishop  Don  Holter,  Nebraska  Area  (right).  Dr.  Hicks’ 
election  came  on  the  tenth  ballot  at  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  here 
ju|y  14.  PHOTO  BY  LARRY  HOLLON 

Life  episcopacy  is  too 
limiting, claims  woman 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  A 
woman  minister 
came  closer  to 
being  elected  a 
bishop  earlier  this 
month  than  any 
woman  has  ever 
come  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

But  she  withdrew 
her  name  because 
being  a  woman  Jeanne  Powers 
bishop  would  cost  her  “a  sense  of 
wellbeing"  without  which  “I  do  not  think 
I  could  be  the  kind  of  bishop  our  church 
needs." 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers  of 
the  Minnesota  Conference,  received  a 
standing  ovation  after  a  speech  in  which 
she  told  delegates  to  the  denomination’s 
North  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
that  she  loved  the  church  and  wanted  to 
be  in  ministry  but  did  not  want  to  limit 
her  ministry  to  “one  form  of  expression 
the  rest  of  my  life.” 

Ms.  Powers,  an  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  here,  received  91  votes, 
placing  her  fourth  on  the  first  ballot,  with 
303  votes  required  to  elect.  (See 
TM/  UMR,  July  23.) 

Being  “locked  into  a  life  episcopacy,” 
Ms.  Powers  told  TM/  UMR  in  a 
telephone  interview  afterward,  is  not  for 
her.  She  is  a  strong  advocate  of  “term 
episcopacy”  limiting  a  bishop’s  tenure  to 
eight  years  —  a  legislative  proposal 
which  was  defeated  by  the  1976  General 
Conference. 

“Without  a  guarantee  of  freedom  at  the 


end  of  eight  years,  I  would  lose  my 
vitality  and  freshness  and  the  ability  to 
give  my  utmost,”  she  said.  “Each  person 
must  ask  the  question,  ‘Is  that  where  I 
want  to  put  my  body  on  the  line?'  My 
answer  is,  ‘There  are  a  whole  lot  of  other 
places  besides  in  the  episcopacy.’  ” 

Under  increasing  pressure  from 
women’s  groups  and  several  jurisdic¬ 
tions  in  the  past  year  to  let  her  name  be 
placed  in  nomination,  Ms.  Powers  ad¬ 
mitted  to  a  “terrible  tension”  between 
“knowing  you  ought  to  serve  the  women 
—  and  men  —  of  the  church  in  this  way  if 
you  can,  and  guarding  your  own  space.” 

She  agreed  that  “somebody  has  to  go 
first,”  but  hopes  that  not  just  one  woman 
but  several  women  will  enter  the 
episcopacy  together  in  four  or  eight 
years.  “The  church  isn’t  looking  for  a 
queen  bee,”  she  said.  “The  healthiest 
process  would  be  to  get  a  good  mix  of 
women  who  can  bring  different  gifts  and 
graces  to  the  episcopacy  just  as  men  do.” 

But  how  many  women  are  actually 
qualified  to  be  bishop?  Plenty,  she 
maintains,  “but  maybe  the  real  question 
is.  how  many  ordained  women  have 
electability  and  visibility?"  The  church’s 
“systematic  sexism,”  she  suspects,  has 
encouraged  ordained  men  to  surface  and 
serve  in  a  national  arena  where  they  get 
known,  but  women  have  not  had  the  same 
visibility.  The  church  has  a  responsibility 
to  train  those  women  who  need  to  be  in 
the  arena,  she  believes. 

Declaring  that  “I  honor  the  episcopal 
system  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,” 
Ms.  Powers  said  “you  won’t  catch  me 
putting  it  down.”  She  does  feel  free  to 
speak  out,  however,  for  changes  she 
thinks  are  needed. 


Chief  of  Army  chaplains  says 

Chaplain  ministers  in  face  of  moral  ambiguity 


By  TRACY  EARLY 
NEW  YORK  — 

Because  of  the 
Vietnam  War  and 
debate  over  its 
morality.  Army 
chaplains  have  had 
to  reassess  the 
meaning  of  their 
ministry,  says  the 
United  Methodist 
minister  who 


Orris  Kelly 


currently  serves  as  Army  Chief  of  Chap¬ 
lains. 

For  Chaplain  (Maj.  Gen.)  Orris  E. 
Kelly,  a  member  of  the  Kansas  West 
Conference,  this  reassessment  has  not 
led  to  any  agreement  with  those  critics  of 
the  chaplaincy  who  would  like  to 
“civilianize”  it. 

Rather,  his  position  is  that  ministers 
must  walk  with  their  people  “through  the 
hard  places,”  and  that  chaplains  must 
continue  their  Army  ministry  even  in  the 
face  of  moral  ambiguity. 

A  native  of  Montrose,  Kan.,  Chaplain 
Kelly  served  as  an  infantry  lieutenant  in 
World  War  II.  and  then  studied  for  the 
ministry  at  Kansas  Wesleyan  University 
and  Garrett  Theological  Seminary.  After 
ordination  in  1953,  he  returned  to  the 
Army  as  a  chaplain. 

The  usual  variety  of  assignments 
followed,  including  a  Vietnam  tour  late  in 
the  war,  and  then  last  year  President 
Ford  named  him  Army  Chief  of 
Chaplains,  effective  Aug.  1. 

A  small  number  of  chaplains  resigned 
because  of  their  opposition  to  the  Viet¬ 
nam  War,  Chaplain  Kelly  said  during  an 
interview  while  visiting  the  Army 
Chaplain  School  at  Fort  Wadsworth, 
Staten  Island. 

Others  were  “immobilized,"  so  caught 
up  in  conflicting  emotions  about  the  war 


that  their  ability  to  minister  was  crip¬ 
pled,  he  said. 

But  for  himself.  Chaplain  Kelly  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  essential  point 
lay  not  in  deciding  whether  the  war  was 
right  or  wrong,  but  in  staying  with  the 
troops. 

Given  that  war  is  always  evil  and 
represents  “man  at  his  worst,”  if  a 
minister  does  not  take  the  pacifist 
position,  then  questions  about  the 
morality  of  military  action  usually  carry 
a  large  element  of  ambiguity.  Chaplain 
Kelly  feels. 

“I  was  never  able  to  reach  a  conclusion 
about  whether  the  Vietnam  War  was 
immoral  or  not,”  he  said.  “I  always 
remained  agnostic  on  that." 

“But  I  felt  very  strongly  that  I  had  to 
be  in  Vietnam  to  serve  the  troops,”  he 
said. 

Could  a  chaplain  perform  such  a 
ministry  if  he  had  a  conviction  that  the 
war  was  wrong?  Chaplain  Kelly  answers 
yes,  and  says  that  some  chaplains  did  so. 

Part  of  his  justification  for  continuing 
to  serve  while  “agnostic”  on  the  morality 
of  the  war  lies  in  the  American  con¬ 
stitutional  system  that  makes  the 
military  an  instrument  of  civilian 
authority. 

Chaplain  Kelly  is  at  pains  to  emphasize 
that  "Vietnam  was  not  the  Army’s  war.” 
The  Army  was  an  instrument  in  carrying 
out  the  war,  but  he  has  been  unhappy  to 
find  some  people  apparently  blaming  the 
war  on  the  Army.  Responsibility  for 
Army  operations  in  Vietnam  apd 
elsewhere,  he  stresses,  lies  with  those  to 
whom  the  Army  is  constitutionally 
subordinate. 

Critics  of  the  chaplaincy  system  note 
that  since  the  president  stands  at  the  top 
of  the  chain  of  command  as  commander- 


in-chief,  a  presidential  decision  to  use  the 
Army  in  a  questionable  way  presents  a 
point  of  tension  for  the  chaplain,  with  his 
dual  loyalties  as  Army  officer  and 
minister 

But  Chaplain  Kelly  argues  that  the 
priesthood  of  all  believers  means  that  a 
layman  in  the  Army  has  as  much 
responsibility  to  deal  with  this  conflict  as 
a  chaplain. 

There  may  be  occasions.  Chaplain 
Kelly  concedes,  when  an  issue  becomes 
so  clearcut  that  a  chaplain  would  feel 
compelled  to  resign.  “But  I  find  most 
cases  are  more  ambiguous,  and  the 
moral  answer  not  all  that  clear,”  he  said. 

It  was  not  clear  for  him  in  Vietnam, 
and  he  thinks  most  people  in  the  churches 
wound  up  somewhere  close  to  his 
position.  “Although  some  groups  in  some 
churches  were  advocating  a  withdrawal 
of  chaplains  from  the  Army,  I  don’t  know 
of  any  denomination  that  ever  took  an 
action  requiring  that,”  he  said. 

Some  opponents  of  the  Vietnam  War 
argued  that  if  ministers  serving  military 
personnel  worked  as  civilians,  sent  and 
supported  by  their  churches,  they  could 
act  more  forthrightly  in  dealing  with 
moral  issues. 

Chaplain  Kelly  replies,  “If  you  are 
going  to  minister  to  any  institution,  you 
have  to  be  a  part  of  that  institution.  You 
cannot  just  speak  ‘at’  it  from  outside.” 

In  addition  to  serving  individuals  and 
groups  within  an  institution,  he  says,  a 
chaplain  ministers  to  the  institution  it¬ 
self,  as  a  totality,  and  participates  in  the 
process  by  which  policy  is  made. 

“If  chaplains  cease  to  be  a  part  of  the 
institution  and  only  walk  along  parallel  to 
it,"  he  concludes,  “they  will  lose  their 
impact." 

Tracy  Early  is  a  free  lance  writer 
working  in  New  York. 
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Coalition  forming  to 
fight  death  penalty 


Politically  active  clergy  attend  con  venlion 

NEW  YORK —  Politically  active  clergy  were  much  in  evidence  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  here,  both  as  delegates  and  guests.  At  left.  Congressman 
Andrew  Young,  a  United  Church  of  Christ  clergyman  from  Atlanta,  seconds  the 
nomination  of  Jimmy  Carter  for  president. 

At  left  center  is  the  Rev.  James  Wall,  a  United  Methodist  minister  who  edits  the 
Christian  Century  magazine.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Illinois  delegation. 

The  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Sr.,  at  right  center,  delivers  the  benediction  at  the 


end  of  the  convention.  •‘Daddy*’  King,  76-year-old  pastor  emeritus  of  Atlanta’s 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  and  father  of  the  slain  civil  rights  leader,  brought  quiet  to 
the  convention  floor  with  a  fiery  sermon  before  he  offered  the  closing  prayer. 

At  right,  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  a  Baptist  minister  who  is  founder  and  president 
of  Operation  PUSH  [People  United  to  Save  Humanity],  talks  with  persons  on  the 
convention  floor. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Religion  believed  no  issue  for  Carter 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church  may  join  a  new 
coalition  to  fight  the  use  of  capital 
punishment,  in  the  wake  of  the  Supreme 
Court’s  latest  rulings  on  that  issue. 

Calling  the  ruling  that  the  death 
penalty,  in  and  of  itself,  is  not  un¬ 
constitutional  a  “very  serious  issue’’  for 
the  church,  United  Methodism’s  top 
trouble-shooter  for  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  said  last 
week  he  will  ask  the  board  to  join  forces 
with  other  organizations  to  “educate  the 
community  and  interpret  the  issues 
involved.’’ 

“It  may  be  necessary  to  work  case  by 
case,  state  by  state,”  said  the  Rev.  John 
P.  Adams  of  the  board’s  Department  of 
law,  justice  and  community  relations. 
“We’re  now  checking  with  other 
organizations  with  policy  statements  on 
capital  punishment  to  see  how  we  can 
work  together.” 

In  the  most  significant  of  five  capital- 
punishment  rulings,  that  of  Gregg  vs. 
Georgia,  the  court  ruled  recently  that  the 
Georgia  statute  on  capital  punishment 
was  constitutional,  and  established  the 
principle  that  the  death  penalty,  in  and  of 
itself,  is  not  unconstitutional. 

Justice  Potter  Stewart  wrote  the 
majority  opinion.  He  declared  that  “in 
part,  capital  punishment  is  an  expression 
of  society’s  moral  outrage  at  particularly 


offensive  conduct.  This  function  may  be 
unappealing  to  many,  but  it  is  essential  in 
an  ordered  society  that  asks  its  citizens 
to  rely  on  legal  processes  rather  than 
self-help  to  vindicate  their  wrongs.” 

With  regard  to  the  deterrent  value  of 
the  death  sentence,  the  majority  opinion 
stated:  “There  are  carefully  con¬ 
templated  murders,  such  as  murder  for 
hire,  where  the  possible  penalty  of  death 
may  well  enter  into  the  cold  calculus  that 
precedes  the  decision  to  act.  And  there 
are  some  categories  of  murder,  such  as 
murder  by  a  life  prisoner,  where  other 
sanctions  may  not  be  adequate." 

justice  Thurgood  Marshall,  in  a 
dissenting  opinion,  noted  that  a  recent 
study  “has  confirmed  that  the  American 
people  know  little  about  the  death 
penalty,  and  that  the  opinions  of  unin¬ 
formed  public  would  differ  significantly 
from  those  of  a  public  unaware  of  the 
consequences  and  effects  of  the  death 
penalty.” 

Dr.  Adams  told  TM/  UMR  he  agreed 
with  Justice  Marshall.  “Helping  create 
that  kind  of  awareness  is  the  role  we  as  a 
church  must  attempt.” 

An  omnibus  resolution  on  crime 
prevention  and  criminal  justice  passed 
by  the  1976  General  Conference  calls  on 
United  Methodists  to  “strengthen  moral 
resistance  to  the  use  of  capital  punish¬ 
ment.” 


Church  persons  at  Democratic  Convention  express  views  MlSSOliri  to  VOt6  Allg.  3 

on  church-state  issue 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Church  persons 
who  were  delegates  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  do  not  expect 
Jimmy  Carter’s  “evangelical”  religion 
to  become  an  issue  of  major  controversy 
in  the  1976  campaign. 

“I  hope  we  are  all  beyond  voting  for  or 
against  a  candidate  because  of  religion,” 
said  Sister  Jeanne  McKenna  of  Salina, 
Kans.,  summing  up  one  common  view  of 
the  half-dozen  religious  professionals 
found  on  the  convention  floor. 

Some  felt  that  Mr.  Carter’s  public 
identity  as  an  active,  “born  again” 
Christian,  a  Southern  Baptist,  will  help 
his  chances  in  November. 

“His  religion  is  a  positive  thing,”  said 
Dr.  Donald  Messer,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  is  president  of  Dakotas 
Wesleyan  University.  “People  find  it 
appealing  and  wholesome,  even  if  they 
disagree  with  it.”  Dr.  Messer  was  in  the 
South  Dakota  delegation. 

Sister  Lucille  Egan  of  New  Jersey  said 
“absolutely  none”  when  asked  whether 
Mr.  Carter’s  Southern  Baptist  back¬ 
ground  and  his  evangelical  style  of 
religion  would  be  controversial. 

The  Rev.  James  Wall,  the  Christian 
Century  editor,  did  not  foresee  any 
controversy  in  Illinois  over  Mr.  Carter’s 
religion,  except  possibly  among  political 
liberals. 

Dr.  Messer  of  South  Dakota  picked  up 
on  the  theme  mentioned  by  Mr.  Wall. 
“Jimmy  Carter  is  not  a  fundamentalist, 
as  some  liberals  seem  to  think,”  the 
South  Dakotan  said.  “Jimmy  Carter  is  a 
social  gospel  evangelical,  and  I  expect  he 
will  give  leadership  to  the  churches  on 


how  to  relate  the  Gospel  to  the  world.” 

Mr.  Carter’s  identity  as  a  “born  again” 
Christian  has  raised  problems  for  some 
Roman  Catholic,  Jewish  and  liberal 
Protestant  groups.  The  phrase  “born 
again”  is  sometimes  linked  to  emotional, 
narrowly  pious  religious  experience. 

Mr.  Carter  has  often  said  that  in  the 
mid-1960s  he  experienced  a  non- 
emotional  spiritual  transformation.  “I 
established  a  more  intimate  relationship 
with  Christ.”  The  result,  he  explained,  is 


“inner  peace,”  “conviction”  and 
“assurance.” 

Whatever  the  source.  Sister  McKenna 
of  the  Kansas  Democratic  delegation 
finds  Mr.  Carter  a  “man  of  integrity  and 
honesty.” 

“I  am  pleased  he  has  religious  con¬ 
victions,”  she  said. 

Father  Graham  of  Pittsburgh  shared 
that  sentiment.  “We  in  Pennsylvania  will 
be  happy  to  see  someone  with  religious 
principles  in  the  White  House  again.” 


Two  delegates  from  Tennessee  ex¬ 
plained  that  in  the  South  Mr.  Carter’s 
religion  is  a  “great  advantage.”  Eleanor 
Appman,  an  alternate  from  Jamestown, 
Tenn.,  said  she  had  heard  Democrats 
from  the  Northeast  voice  “concern”  over 
the  religious  issue  but  she  detected  no 
hostility. 

“New  Yorkers  seem  willing  to  learn 
about  evangelicals.”  said  Mrs.  Appman, 
a  United  Methodist. 


In  Presidential  campaign 


6 Illegitimate  religious  issues’ hit 


SILVER  SPRING,  Md.  (RNS)  — 
Andrew  Leigh  Gunn,  executive  director 
of  Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  has  criticized  what  he 
called  the  introduction  of  “illegitimate 
religious  issues”  into  the  Presidential 
campaign. 

The  United  Methodist  clergyman 
warned  that  “the  constant  discussion  of 
Democratic  nominee  Jimmy  Carter’s 
personal  religious  views  is  veering 
dangerously  close  to  violating  the  Sixth 
Article  of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  which 
prohibits  any  religious  tests  for  public 
office  in  this  country.” 

Mr.  Gunn  said  that  “some  observers 
and  critics  have  suggested  that  a 
devoutly  religious  man  should  be 
disqualified  from  the  Presidency.  Such 
an  attitude  strikes  at  the  very  heart  of 
religious  freedom,  and  reminds  us  of  the 


tragically  divisive  religious  bigotry 
aimed  at  Jack  Kennedy  in  1960  and  A1 
Smith  in  1928.” 

Expressing  concern  over  analyses  of 
“religious  bloc”  voting,  the  Americans 
United  executive  commented,  “Though 
there  undoubtedly  is  a  small  portion  of 
the  electorate  which  casts  votes  solely  or 
primarily  on  religious  grounds,  the  vast 
majority  of  Americans  of  all  religious 
traditions  properly  determine  their 
political  decisions  on  the  basis  of  secular 
considerations.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  Americans 
United  executive  acknowledged  that 
“there  are  proper  and  legitimate  reli¬ 
gious  issues  that  concern  all  citizens. 
Obviously,  if  a  candidate  were  to 
discriminate  against  certain  religions  in 
his  policies  or  appointments,  or  use  his 
position  to  promote  sectarian  values,  or 


to  regard  his  every  decision  as  the  will  of 
God,  it  would  be  appropriate  for  voters  to 
be  concerned  about  his  ability  to  dis¬ 
charge  his  duties  as  President  of  all  the 
people.” 

But,  Mr.  Gunn  stressed,  “none  of  the 
Presidential  candidates  has  tendencies 
along  these  lines.” 

He  said  Americans  United  is  concerned 
about  “where  the  candidates  stand  on 
public  aid  to  religious  institutions, 
freedom  of  choice  on  abortion,  and 
amendments  designed  to  restore  com¬ 
pulsory  religious  exercises  to  public 
schools.” 


ST.  LOUIS  —  The  August  3  primary 
election  ballot  in  Missouri  includes  a 
proposition  which  would  remove  con¬ 
stitutional  obstacles  to  aid  for  parochial 
schools. 

According  to  a  report  from  Charles  A. 
McEowen,  editor  of  the  Missouri  Area 
edition  of  TM/UMR,  the  proposal  would 
say  that  nothing  in  the  present  Con¬ 
stitution  “shall  prevent  the  enactment  of 
laws  which  provide  services  for  the  han¬ 
dicapped,  secular  textbooks  and  trans¬ 
portation  of  pupils  free  to  all  school 
children  on  an  equitable  basis  and 
without  discrimination  on  the  grounds  of 
race,  creed,  color,  national  origin  or 
school  attended.” 

Proponents  of  the  change  refuse  to 
discuss  the  issues  involved  as  religious 
matters,  insisting  that  they  are  strictly 
educational.  A  group  of  Roman  Catholic 
leaders  and  some  Lutheran  officials, 
part  of  the  organization  which  calls  it¬ 
self  “Fairness  in  Education,”  filed  the 
referendum  petition  last  spring. 

Opponents  of  the  measure  believe  that 
promotion  of  sectarianism  and  dogma 
are  the  prime  factors  behind  the  drive 
and  not  the  education  of  children  or 
youth. 


Another  observer,  John  M.  Swomley 
Jr.,  professor  of  social  ethics  at  the 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  believes  that  Missouri  may  be  the 
pioneer  and  model  for  the  extension  of 
Catholic  political  power. 

He  says:  “In  1969,  the  bishops  of 
Missouri  planned  and  carried  out  a 
political  campaign  to  gain  control  over 
the  state  legislature  and  other  parts  of 
Missouri’s  government.  Their  success 
will  be  measured  by  results  of  the  August 
3  primary  election,  where  they  have  two 
major  aims.” 

Dr.  Swomley  believes  that  these  aims 
afe  passage  of  Constitutional  Amend¬ 
ment  No.  7,  which  would  remove  con¬ 
stitutional  obstacles  to  aid  for  parochial 
schools.  Their  second  goal  is  considered 
by  some  to  be  the  nomination  of  favorite 
candidates  for  both  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor  by  the  Democratic 
Party.  Control  of  the  governor’s  office 
would  pave  the  way  toward  control  of 
those  nominations  and  appointive  of¬ 
ficers  which  affect  education  in  Missouri, 
insists  the  Saint  Paul  professor. 

Many  Missourians  believe  that  August 
3  will  be  an  important  day  for  religious 
liberty  in  their  state. 


6Sin  of  hunger’  under  attack  as  Latin 
American  Methodists  map  strategy 


Bv  ROY  H.  MAY,  JR. 

SANTA  CRUZ,  BOLIVIA  -  Latin 
American  Methodists,  meeting  here  for  a 
Consultation  on  Hunger,  committed 
themselves  to  a  campaign  among  Latin 
American  Methodist  churches  “to 
vigorously  denounce  the  sin  of  hunger”  in 
order  “to  be  faithful  to  the  Divine 
Command  of  being  the  salt  that  seasons 
the  bread  of  the  needy.” 

Some  60  Methodists  from  all  parts  of 
Latin  America  participated  in  the  week 
long  i  July  3-9)  gathering  to  study  the 
problem  of  hunger  in  Latin  America, 
compare  work  programs,  and  find  a 
common  strategy  to  confront  the 
problem. 

Sustaining  the  right  of  every  human 
being  to  a  “full  life  in  the  most  integral 
sense  of  the  word,”  the  consultation 
released  a  declaration  of  committment, 
saying,  “From  sharing  our  bread  to 
moving  us  to  changing  that  which  must 
be  changed,  we  commit  ourselves  from 
the  heart  of  Bolivia  to  initiating  our 
struggle  against  hunger  in  Latin 
America.” 

A  result  of  the  consultation  will  be  a 
major  effort  to  raise  the  consciousness  of 
the  churches  as  to  the  extent  of  hunger 
and  move  them  to  act. 

A  seven  person  executive  committee 
was  named  by  the  group  to  spearhead  its 
program,  and  a  communications  net¬ 
work  was  formed  of  all  participants  to 
facilitate  program  coordination  among 
the  various  autonomous  churches.  It  also 
urged  the  creation  of  a  newsletter  on 
hunger  to  be  circulated  among  Latin 
American  Methodists. 

Arguing  that  hunger  is  caused  by 
“inadequate  and  inhuman  social- 
.  political-educational-economic  -  ecclesi- 
astical  structures,’’  the  consultation 
said  tnai  one  tundamental  goal  of  the 
church  should  be  “to  join  with  Jesus 
Christ  in  midst  of  the  poor  and  those  that 
suffer  in  order  to  discover  together  the 
way  to  make  society  more  human  and 
change  structures  that  generate  hunger 
in  Latin  America.” 

Among  specific  causes  of  hunger  noted 
by  the  consultation  were  unjust 
distributions  of  wealth  in  Latin  America 
itself,  and  economic  relationships  be¬ 
tween  rich  and  poor  countries  “that 
make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor 
poorer. 

The  Methodists  also  declared  their  own 


guilt  in  not  taking  seriously  the  tragedy 
of  hunger.  “Our  actions  are  full  of  a 
spiritualism  that  does  not  see  the 
material,  social  problem  of  hunger,” 
they  said.  The  declaration  notes,  “As 
individuals  and  as  the  church  we  have 
been  disobedient  before  the  call  of  our 
God  for  the  hunger  of  our  fellows  and  we 
manifest  our  sin  with  deep  shame.” 

Former  bishop  of  Bolivia  Mortimer 
Arias,  now  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  in  his  daily 
Bible  studies  reminded  the  group  that 
throughout  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  the  Lord  shows  deep  concern 
not  only  for  the  spiritual  needs,  but  also 
the  physical  needs,  of  people. 


Speakers  at  the  consultation  noted  that 
studies  by  international  agencies  in¬ 
dicate  that  80  percent  of  all  Latin 
Americans  have  an  insufficient  diet.  In 
Bolivia  alone,  with  a  population  of  only 
five  million,  the  government  estimates 
that  a  million  and  one-half  children  are 
suffering  grave  retardation  due  to 
malnutrition. 

The  Consultation  on  Hunger,  sponsored 
by  the  Council  of  Evangelical  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  America,  was  made 
possible  by  a  grant  from  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  May  is  a  United  Methodist 
missionary  serving  in  Bolivia. 


Christian  anti-hunger  lobby  raps 
environmentalist  stand  on  food 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Bread  for  the 
World,  a  Christian  anti-hunger  lobby,  has 
taken  issue  with  a  statement  on  world 
hunger  circulated  by  The  Environmental 
Fund. 

In  its  document,  entitled  “The  Real 
Crisis  Behind  the  ‘Food  Crisis,’  ”  The 
Environmental  Fund  asserted  that  “We 
are  being  misled  by  those  who  say  there 
is  a  serious  food  shortage.  This  is  not 
true;  world  food  production  this  decade 
is  the  greatest  in  history.  The  problem  is 
too  many  people.  The  food  shortage  is 
simply  evidence  of  the  problem." 

In  its  response  to  The  Environmental 
Fund’s  statement.  Bread  for  the  World 
declared  that  it  “fails  both  the  test  of 
realism  and  the  test  of  moral  respon¬ 
sibility.” 

On  the  matter  of  population  growth. 
Bread  for  the  World  stated  that  “a 
peasant  couple  in  India,  for  example,  has 
no  social  security  except  for  sons  who 
survive  to  adulthood.  Because  adequate 
nourishment  and  basic  health  care  are 
often  beyond  reach,  the  chance  of  the 
couple’s  losing  several  children  through 
death  is  high.  Under  these  conditions  a 
couple  typically  makes  an  intelligent 
economic  decision  by  choosing  to  have 
many  children.” 

The  Christian  lobby  also  asserted  that 
The  Environmental  Fund’s  document 
“fails  to  reflect  the  fact  that  ‘the  earth  is 
the  Lord’s”  and  that  we  are  stewards,  not 
owners  of  His  earth,  accountable  for  the 


way  in  which  we  use  its  resources  either 
to  enhance  or  to  diminish  the  lives  of 
others.  And  it  fails,  above  all,  to  reflect 
the  extraordinary  value  that  God,  our 
Creator  and  Savior,  places  on  human 
life.” 

Bread  for  the  World  maintained  that 
The  Environmental  Fund’s  statement 
“represents  a  position  that  has  been 
overwhelmingly  rejected  by  the  chur¬ 
ches  as  incompatible  with  Christian 
faith.  For  some  of  the  same  reasons 
noted  above,  the  statement  is  clearly 
incompatible  with  the  religious  and 
ethical  tradition  of  many  others,  as 
well.” 

Persons  who  endorsed  the  Environ¬ 
mental  Fund’s  statement  included 
Zbigniew  Brzezinsky,  professor  of  in¬ 
ternational  relations  at  Columbia 
University. 

Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  president  of 
Bread  for  the  World,  noted  that  Dr. 
Brzezinsky  is  a  top  foreign-policy  advisor 
to  Jimmy  Carter  and  has  been  mentioned 
as  a  possible  secretary  of  state  if  Mr. 
Carter  is  elected  President. 

“We  don’t  think  that  the  Brzezinsky 
position,  as  expressed  in  this  statement, 
squares  at  all  with  what  Gov.  Carter  has 
been  saying.”  Dr.  Blake  said,  “and  we 
think  that  the  religious  leadership  would 
be  deeply  distressed  to  have  someone 
with  such  views  functioning  is  secretary 
of  state." 


JUDY  BROWN.  Illinois  Homemaker 


“Sometimes 
my  day 
starts  with 
a  song... 
sometimes  with 


an  aspirin.  But  now,  every  day  starts  with  J.  B.  Phillips  and  his  wonderful 
new  book,  FOR  THIS  DAY  □  I’ve  finally  discovered  it  doesn't  take  much  to  lay  the  groundwork  for 
a  really  good  day.  And  J.  B.  Phillips  helps  me  to  do  it.  By  acknowledging  God’s  love 
as  the  power  behind  the  universe  and  in  my  own  life... by  knowing  again  the  actual 
presence  of  the  living,  here-and-now  Jesus  Christ  in  this  time  and  this  place... by 
separating  the  first  things  from  the  second  things... these  daily  medita¬ 
tions  are  an  exciting  way  to  start  each  day!  □  FOR  THIS  DAY  is  —  for 
me  —  the  most  important  first  minute  in  every  day.  It’s  a  moment  of  begin¬ 
ning.  J.  B.  Phillips  prays  with  me,  counsels  me  and  shares  God’s  love  with 
me.  I’ve  found  that  this  book  makes  a  much-appreciated  birthday  or 
Christmas  gift.  I  wish  I  could  give  every  Christian  a  copy!  □  Also,  I’ve 
5595 Hardcover  j ust  discovered  some  other  great  books  that  I’m  excited  about.  I've  listed 
them  below  for  you!’ 


J.B. 

Phillips 

for 

this  day 


55.05  Hardcover 


AN  ETHIC  FOR  CHRISTIANS  AND  OTHER  ALIENS  IN  A  STRANGE  LAND  by  William 
Stringfellow  —  An  exciting  biblical  prophecy  for  America ...  where  we  came  from,  where  we  are,  and 
where  we’re  going.  C  LOCKED  IN  A  ROOM  WITH  OPEN  DOORS  by 
Ernest  T  Campbell  -  A  dynamic  Christian  pastor  offers  help  to  us  for  times 
of  rejection,  weakness,  fear,  confusion  and  change.  □  THROW  AWAY  THE 
GARBAGE  by  Buckner  Fanning -A  key  to  life  and  fulfillment  by  the  act  of 
getting  rid  of  the  garbage  of  life  and  making  room  for  Jesus  Christ.  Timely, 
delightful  and  moving.  D  SUCCESS  IS  A  MOVING  TARGET  by  Robert  A. 


Buckner  Riniiim; 
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Raines— What  it  means  to  be  successful  as  a  per- 


55  95  Hardcover  $4  95  Hardcover 


SUCCESS 

son,  a  Christian,  a  congregation,  and  a  nation,  is  a 
About  our  “targets”  and  where  they’re  moving.  □ 
BAREFOOT  DAYS  OF  THE  SOUL  by  Maxie  D.  Dunnam-A  guide  to 
“spiritual  barefootednessl’  in  which  the  soul  feels  the  coolness  of  damp  grass, 
the  embrace  of  hot  sand,  the  tang  of  cool  water -and  the  freeing  experience 
of  Jesus  Christ. 


55  95  Hardcover 


At  your  Christian  bookstore  now  WORD  BOOKS  for  people  on  the  grow  Publisher.  Waco. Texas  76703 
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^.mmering  scholarship 
established  at  Centenary 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Fallin  of  fimsboro  (center)  have  established  the  Rebecca 
Lynn  Simmering  Scholarship  at  Centenary  College  in  memory  of  their  grand¬ 
daughter.  They  are  shown  with  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill,  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston,  and  Centenary  Vice-President  Emeritus  B.  C.  Taylor,  when  they 
presented  a  six-year  certificate  for  $ 5,256  to  start  the  scholarship.  No  earnings  from 
the  certificate  will  be  used  until  its  maturity  date,  and  therefore  the  proceeds  will  be 
used  to  provide  a  scholarship,  renewable  for  four  years,  to  a  young  lady  studying  in 
the  field  of  religious  education. 

Spiritual  food  nurtures 
growth  at  Pine  Grove  church 

Pine  Grove  Church,  on  the  Ruston 
District,  is  responding  to  the  special  nur¬ 
ture  of  “spiritual  food,”  according  to  the 
Rev.  Robert  F.  Honaker,  Pastor,  who  has 
seen  the  membership  and  interest  in  the 
church  grow  in  record  numbers  and 
strength. 

He  attributes  this  growth  to  the  strong 
emphasis  in  the  Ruston  District  upon 
Evangelism  and  “placing  spiritual  em¬ 
phasis  ...  in  the  church.”  Even  as  early 
as  February  of  this  year  50  new  members 
had  joined  the  church,  and  23  of  these 
were  by  confirmation  of  faith. 

Mr.  Honaker  serves  the  Pine  Grove- 
Evergreen-Bethlehem  Charge,  and  each 
of  the  three  churches  is  experiencing  the 
same  kind  of  enthusiasm  and  growth. 

District  Superintendent  Edward  R. 

Thomas  notes  that  this  charge  was 
Robert  Honaker’s  first  appointment  - 
coming  from  the  Catholic  Church;  ”... 
and  he  is  a  student  at  Perkins  at  the  same 
time .  . 

Of  the  three  churches,  Mr.  Honaker 
says,  “We’re  just  down  to  earth,  or¬ 
dinary  people  .  .  .  honest  with  each  other. 


Thoughts  to  ponder 


About  church  membership 


There  is  a  congregation  in  Washington 
that  presents  this  statement  to  all  new 
members.  Each  affirms  it,  makes  it  his 
own  as  a  part  of  the  act  of  joining  the 
church.  If  each  of  our  church  members 
were  to  take  the  steps  to  sign  up  again, 
how  would  this  speak  for  you  (or  to 
you?): 

“I  come  today  to  join  a  local  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  Church,  which  is  the  body 
of  those  on  whom  the  call  of  God  rests  to 
witness  to  the  grace  and  truth  of  God. 

“I  recognize  that  the  function  of  the 
Church  is  to  glorify  God  in  adoration  and 
sacrificial  service,  and  to  be  God’s 
missionary  to  the  world,  bearing  witness 
to  God’s  redeeming  grace  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

"I  believe  as  did  Peter  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Living  God. 

"I  unreservedly  and  with  abandon 
commit  my  life  and  destiny  to  Christ, 
promising  to  give  Him  a  practical 
priority  in  all  the  affairs  of  life.  I  will 
seek  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 


f  "ooil  linn’  ii  iis  lioil  hyall. . .' 


Conference  pays  tribute  to  Crutchfields 


With  512  Conference  friends  gathered 
in  the  Convention  Center  in  Alexandria, 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  met 
for  “dinner"  and  said  formal  goodbyes 
before  leaving  for  the  Houston  Area  on 
September  1. 

It  was  an  evening  mixed  with  laughter 
and  emotion,  for  “goodbyes”  are  not 
easy,  and  in  the  case  of  performing  this 
ritual  for  the  Crutchfields,  it  was  even 
more  difficult.  But  the  same  charm  and 
Christian  love  which  have  marked  the 
four  years  of  the  Crutchfield’s  residence 
in  the  Louisiana  Area  was  obvious  at  this 
gathering.  It  was  another  good  time. 

Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  was  Master  of  Ceremonies,  and 
performed  this  job  in  his  usual  genial  and 
effective  manner.  Many  facets  of  Con¬ 
ference  life  were  represented  through 
leaders.  These  included  Miss  Patricia 
Smith.  Youth;  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  clergy  and 
lay  delegates  to  General  Conference; 

Mrs.  Truman  Ward,  Allen  L.  Brown,  and 
the  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway,  representing 
UMW.  Laity,  and  CFA.  The  Rev.  Ed- 

South  Louisiana  Ashram 
being  held  this  week 


ward  Thomas.  Cabinet  Chairman,  also 
took  part,  as  did  the  Rev.  Robert 
Harrington.  Fred  Tannehill  was  in 
charge  of  the  music. 

Earlier  in  the  day  the  District 
Superintendent  and  their  wives  had 
honored  the  Crutchfields  at  a  luncheon, 
which  was  also  attended  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dawson  Watson;  Mrs  Watson  has  been 
Bishop  Crutchfield's  able  and  loyal 
secretary  for  the  past  four  years,  and 
continues  in  that  position  in  the  Bishop’s 
office. 

Along  with  the  many  tributes  accorded 
the  Crutchfields,  special  gifts  were 
presented,  including  a  gold-plated 
telephone  (in  recognition  of  Bishop 
Crutchfield’s  ability  to  use  the  instru¬ 
ment  so  effectively.) 

Many  persons  unable  to  attend  the 
colorful  event  sent  greetings  and  words 
of  praise  for  the  Crutchfields,  who  will  be 
long  remembered  and  sorely  missed. 

However  there  is  a  comforting 
thought:  “Houston  is  as  close  as  your 
nearest  telephone!” 


South  Louisiana  Ashram  began  this 
week,  according  to  the  Rev.  Jimmie  D. 
Pyles,  Conference  Secretary  of 
Evangelism.  The  fourth  United  Christian 
Ashram  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  the  conference  convened 
Thursday  afternoon,  June  5  at  the  Oak 
Manor  Motel  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Ashram  movement  was  founded 
by  the  world  famous  Missionary- 
Evangelist  E.  Stanley  Jones  more  than 
50  years  ago.  The  word  “Ashram"  is  a 
Sanskrit  word  meaning  “retreat.”  The 
sessions,  stated  Mr.  Pyles,  began  with 
what  is  called  the  “Open  Heart,”  and  will 
end  with  the  “Over  Flowing  Heart”  this 
Saturday. 

The  leadership  for  the  Ashram  in¬ 


cludes  the  Rev.  Floyd  Wingfield  from  the 
Virginia  Conference.  He  is  serving  as  the 
Evangelist,  while  Dr.  Charles  Keysor, 
editor  of  GOOD  NEWS  magazine  and 
teacher  at  Asbury  College,  is  serving  as 
Bible  teacher.  Mrs.  Roberta  Hall, 
Arlington,  Texas,  is  children’s  leader, 
and  Mrs.  Pat  Ritchi  is  church-in-action 
leader  as  well  as  special  vocalist. 

Local  leadership  includes  the  Rev. 
Robert  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent;  Earl  Fogleman,  layman 
from  Jefferson  Church  who  is  director; 
and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Sewell  of  the 
Baker  Church,  official  greeters. 
Assisting  with  music  and  youth  are  the 
Rev.  Andy  Foreman.  Conference 
Evangelist,  and  Mrs.  Carol  Justice. 


A  few  of  the  new  members  at  Pine  Grove. 

When  a  problem  arises,  we  speak  up,  and 
let  everyone  know  where  we’re  coming 
from,  and  we  work  it  out  together.”  And 
it  is  not  always  easy;  with  so  many  new 
members  and  new  programs,  expanded 
facilities  were  needed.  Pine  Grove  has 
plans  for  a  new  sanctuary. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Honaker  makes  it 
sound  simple:  “We  Christians  want  and 
need  some  spiritual  food  .  .  .  that  old 
time  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 


righteousness. 

“I  commit  myself,  regardless  of  the 
expenditures  of  time,  energy,  and 
money,  to  becoming  an  infprmed, 
mature  Christian. 

“I  believe  that  God  is  the  total  owner  of 
my  life  and  resources.  I  give  God  the 
throne  in  relation  to  the  material  aspect 
of  my  life.  God  is  the  owner.  I  am  the 
ower.  Because  God  is  a  lavish  giver,  I, 
too,  shall  be  lavish  and  cheerful  in  my 
regular  gifts. 

“I  will  seek  to  be  Christian  in  all 
relations  with  my  fellowman,  with  other 
nations,  groups,  classes,  and  races. 

“I  will  seek  to  bring  every  phase  of  my 
life  under  the  Lordship  of  Christ. 

“When  I  move  from  this  Diace.  I  will 
join  some  other  expression  of  the 
Christian  Church." 

Does  this  describe  our  commitment  to 
Christ  through  the  church? 

(Editor's  note:  this  message  was 
provided  by  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield. ) 


St.  Timothy  reviews  first  year 


St.  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  (Man 
deville)  is  one  year  old,  and  with 
justifiable  pride  the  Pastor,  the  Rev 
Donald  K.  McDowell,  and  his  growing, 
glowing  congregation  look  upon  the 
year’s  accomplishments. 

Now,  the  church  is  reporting  150  mem¬ 
bers  and  still  growing!  In  a  recent 
newsletter,  some  of  the  activities  are 
highlighted,  and  for  your  inspiration  we 
pass  them  along  to  you,  our  readers. 

Since  September,  1975  a  full  program 
of  Christian  education  has  been  carried 
on.  Dedicated  people  have  responded  to 
the  call  for  teachers,  and  the  Church 
School  flourishes. 

“As  of  the  first  day  of  June  this  year 
.  .  .”  the  church  is  financially  in¬ 
dependent!  Mr.  McDowell  notes  that  the 
“experts  say  this  should  have  taken  four 
years.”  (Who  are  the  “experts”?) 

United  Methodist  Women  are  active  in 


many  phases  of  church  and  community 
work,  and  are  contributing  time  and 
resources.  Also,  United  Methodist  Youth 
are  thriving,  and  on  the  list  of  summer 
activity  was  a  work  camp  for  an  Indian 
church  in  Oklahoma.  This  year,  a 
Vacation  Church  School  was  a  resound¬ 
ing  success. 

The  achievements  are  many  and 
varied,  and  the  list  goes  on  and  on.  A 
choir  has  greatly  enriched  worship  ser¬ 
vices,  and  groups  are  engaged  in  many 
areas  of  “caring."  A  giant  step  forward 
was  taken  with  the  forming  of  a  Building 
Committee  which  has  begun  the  process 
of  planning  a  building  program;  in  ad¬ 
dition,  the  Finance  Committee  has 
established  a  building  fund. 

St.  Timothy  is,  indeed,  fulfilling  its  pur¬ 
pose  as  a  church  which  cares  and  a 
church  which  demonstrates  the  caring 
with  action! 


With  Bishop 
Crutchfield  at  the 
mike,  Mrs.  Crutch¬ 
field  looks  on. 
Everyone  agrees  — 
“They  are  a  great 
pair.  " 


First  Church  Shreveport 
honors  choir  members 


First  Church,  Shreveport,  has  honored 
19  members  of  the  congregation  who 
have  sung  in  the  Chancel  Choir  for  over 
25  years.  All  of  the  honorees  were 
present,  including  the  retired  former 
director,  Harold  Booth. 

As  a  part  of  the  special  recognition 
service  a  plaque  was  unveiled.  The  Rev. 


D.  L.  Dykes  recognized  their  years  of 
service  and  the  Rev.  Jim  Moore  preach¬ 
ed  on  “A  Faith  Worth  Singing  About.” 
The  Chancel  Choir  presented  a  short  con¬ 
cert  of  their  favorite  hymns. 

Dr.  Will  K.  Andress  is  the  well-known 
director  of  this  outstanding  choir. 


Singing  for  First  Church  for  over  25  years’. 


Conference  young  people  are  busy 


Jerry  Means,  Pastor,  reports  from 
Blanchard  &  Belcher  that  a  Children’s 
Choir  has  been  organized  for  grades  1-8, 
and  that  a  great  potential  is  being 
realized  in  the  music  program. 

“Super  Saturday”  is  a  “super”  day  for 
St.  Paul’s  Church,  Harahan  each  week.  A 
variety  of  recreational  programs,  such 
as  “Levee  Day”,  trip  to  zoo,  crafts,  etc., 
have  been  on  the  agenda.  The  entire 
family  is  involved  in  these  outings,  but 
the  young  people  are  all  having  a  “super 
time.”  Richard  Meek  is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

Senior  Highs  of  First  Church.  Pineville 
and  the  Senior  Highs  of  Pharr  Chapel, 
held  a  joint  retreat  in  Morgan  City  last 
weekend. 

•  •  * 

Scott  Anderson,  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Monroe,  presented  a  flag  to  the 
church  recently.  Scott,  who  serves  as  a 


page  in  the  U.  S.  Congress,  gave  the  flag 
which  has  flown  over  the  U.  S.  Capitol. 
He  noted  that,  “.  .  .  in  symbolic  fashion 
...  it  has  become  a  part  of  “.  .  .  “our 
nation’s  glory  .  .  .” 

•  •  • 

A  group  of  youth  and  adults  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Shreveport  have  recently 
returned  from  spending  a  week  working 
in  the  Sioux  Indian  community  in  North 
Dakota,  as  a  part  of  the  Appalachia  Ser¬ 
vice  Project  Each  summer  several 
thousand  United  Methodist  youth  journey 
around  the  country  to  work  at  different 
sites.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  Pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor. 

Young  people  from  Barksdale  Church, 
Bossier  City  took  part  in  an  Indian 
Mission  Work  Week  at  Cookson  Hills  Cen¬ 
ter.  Cookson,  Okla.  They  worked  in  a 
Cherokee  Indian  Church  in  that  city. 


It’s  that  time  of  year!  The  camping 
“fever"  is  running  high,  and  all  over  the 
Conference  young  people  of  every  age 
are  enjoying  the  great  outdoors  as  never 
hefoge.  If  earlv  reports  are  an  indication. 


camping  in  1976  should  be  the  best  year 
yet  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  En¬ 
thusiastic  response  is  being  noted  in  all 
districts,  and  already  some  good  pictures 
have  been  sent  to  this  office. 


For  the  past  two  years  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  has  attempted  to 
produce  a  special  issue  on  camping.  This 
was  well  received.  However,  we  found 
that  we  often  were  “cramped"  for  space. 


and  presenting  so  many  pictures  at  one 
time  sometimes  tended  to  deemphasize 
each  camp  This  year  we  will  attempt  to 
publish  the  “ camping  pictures ” 
periodically.  This  is  our  first  batch: 


The  Lake  Charles  District  campers’ 
photographs  were  taken  by  Noble  Cook  of 
Iowa:  Lake  Charles  Junior  High  Number 
One  was  held  July  12-16.  ar.d  the  Rev.  Ted 
Standlev  was  director:  Lake  Charles 


Elementary  Number  One  was  June  21-25, 
under  the  directorship  of  the  Rev.  Ira 
Robinson.  Terral  T.  Lowe  was  director  of 
the  Ruston  District  Elementary  group. 


Conference  camping  is  in  “full  swing” 


PAGE  2 


'*"****,*',******"**'>***"******"*'**"****',***’',***"***'**'**’***‘**i^cf  f  tt)  I*  i  ^J^*'*-’'***'**’-*;*-*',-*-*"*’*"*',r"»v-****v.***.*.,.,,*.*.v. 

How  should  we  deal  with  ‘secular 
prejudice’  against  religious  faith? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


AUGUST  6,  1976 


New  process  for  electing  bishops  blasted 


In  a  recent  syndicated  column,  New 
York  Times  writer  James  Reston  offered 
a  matter  of  fact  description  of  “the 
secular  prejudice”  against  religious 
faith.  According  to  Mr.  Reston,  the 
secularist  views  religious  faith  as  “an 
illogical  belief  in  the  occurrence  of  the 
improbable,”  followed  by  people  who 
have  “lost  or  never  had  the  capacity  for  a 
clear  and  realistic  thought.” 

Those  of  us  who  have  committed  our 
lives  to  God,  and  who  with  others  of  like 
commitments  seek  to  live  out  a  Christian 
understanding  of  God,  may  be  offended 
by  the  secularist’s  description.  We  can¬ 
not  help  but  be  troubled  to  see  or  hear  our 
faith  described  in  such  unflattering 
terms.  But  neither  can  we  fail  to  recog¬ 
nize  that  this  description  accurately 
reflects  the  way  an  increasing  portion  of 
the  world’s  population  looks  at  us  and 
what  we  believe. 

Within  the  church,  where  the  reality  of 
God  is  assumed  as  the  ground  of  faith, 
the  “death  of  God”  debate  came, 
shocked  some  people,  and  ended.  It  is  no 
longer  regarded  as  more  than  a  fad  of  the 
past.  For  millions  of  Americans  and 
Europeans,  however,  the  k‘death  of  God” 
struggle  within  the  church  was  not  so 
much  a  debate  as  a  confirmation  of 
growing,  deep-seated  doubts.  For 
millions  of  persons,  faith  in  God  has  now 
passed  from  realistic  possibility  to  the 
same  category  as  faith  in  Santa  Claus  or 
the  tooth  fairy.  For  the  growing  number 
of  persons  with  a  wholly  secular  outlook, 
God  is  a  crutch  which  humans  must  learn 
to  live  without. 

Even  a  casual  look  at  our  society  con¬ 
firms  its  increasingly  secular  domi¬ 
nance.  Our  churches  once  stood  at  the 
center  of  American  life,  both  in  size  and 
activity.  Today  the  skyscrapers  and 
domed  stadiums  of  our  cities  stand  as  our 
secular  cathedrals.  If  we  go  to  the 
movies,  read  the  newspapers,  watch 
television,  look  on  the  shelves  of 
bookstores,  or  scan  the  curricula  of  most 
universities  today,  we  see  little  to 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


suggest  that  religious  faith  is  more  than 
a  peripheral  element  in  American  life. 

Viewed  from  one  perspective,  the  in¬ 
creasing  dominance  of  secularism  is 
cause  for  alarm  and  despair  among  per¬ 
sons  of  faith.  The  “best  years”  for 
religious  faith  appear  to  be  in  the  past. 
This  type  of  perspective,  however,  is 
based  more  on  human  standards  of  suc¬ 
cess  than  God’s  standards. 

From  the  perspective  of  biblical  faith, 
it  is  possible  to  view  our  current  situation 
hopefully.  It  is  nothing  new  for  Christians 
to  find  themselves  in  hostile  or  in¬ 
different  surroundings.  Unless  we  suc¬ 
cumb  to  secular  assumptions,  we  should 
remain  confident  of  God's  ability  to  in¬ 
tervene  surprisingly  in  human  affairs 
and  breathe  new  life  and  purpose  into 
people  who  have  rejected  Him . 

Our  task  today  as  Christians  is  neither 
to  long  wistfully  for  the  past  nor  to  resign 
ourselves  passively  to  the  final  triumph 
of  secularism.  Our  task  is  to  engage  the 
future  with  the  certainty  that  God  is  still 
God,  and  to  rely  on  Him  as  the  basic 
source  of  our  strength  and  security. 

We  must  at  the  same  time  learn  to  deal 
realistically,  and  not  defensively,  with 
“the  secular  prejudice”  against  religious 
faith.  We  ought  to  affirm  the  many 
positive  values  in  our  secular  world  as 
fully  as  we  resist  those  values  which 
deny  the  reality  and  sovereignty  of  God. 

Those  of  us  who  have  experienced  the 
saving  reality  of  God  through  Christ 
must  learn  how  to  make  a  solid  case  for 
the  Christian  faith  to  persons  who  are 
predisposed  to  consider  it  “illogical"  or 
“improbable.”  We  must  demonstrate 
that  life  “in  Christ”  and  “for  others"  is 
liberating  and  invigorating,  and  not  a 
crutch. 

With  words  and  lives  which  bear  the 
marks  of  authenticity,  we  should  be  able 
to  contend  convincingly  that  faith  in  God 
through  Christ  is  a  more  logical,  more 
realistic  and  more  trustworthy  basis  for 
one’s  understanding  of  life  than  any  the 
secularist  can  offer. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Although  the  fol¬ 
lowing  article  refers  only  to  recent  epis¬ 
copal  elections  in  the  UMC's  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction,  its  main  subject — the 
new  process  allowing  for  open  nomina¬ 
tions  and  campaigning — applies  to  all  the 
UMC's  Jurisdictions. 

By  MRS.  ROBERT  COMPTON 

The  recent  election  of  bishops  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  resulted  in  the 
elevation  of  four  able,  capable,  and 
dedicated  men.  For  this,  we  thank  God. 
In  retrospect,  however,  my  delayed 
response  to  these  elections  is  astonish¬ 
ment  that  such  good  could  come  from  so 
flagrant  a  violation  of  the  intention  of  the 
church.  To  behave  in  less  than  a  spirit  of 
Christian  love,  which  is  open  on  the  god- 
ward  side  and  sensitive  to  His  leading,  is 
always  reprehensible.  It  became  par¬ 
ticularly  so  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska  during 
our  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Certainly  it  is  informative  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  conferences  to  endorse  their 
ablest  and  most  qualified  leaders  for 
this  greater  service  of  the  church.  No  one 
of  the  delegates  knows  all  potential 
bishops,  and  the  affirmations  offered  by 
members  of  each  annual  conference  are 
reassuring.  However,  when  endorsement 
becomes  a  step  toward  electioneering 
.  .  .  when  the  desire  to  elect  impels  sup¬ 


porters  to  make  promises  in  the  name  of 
their  delegations  .  .  .  when  geography  or 
race  becomes  more  important  than 
spirituality  ...  the  process  of  electing 
bishops  has  taken  a  direction  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  this  United  Methodist,  and  I 
assume  from  what  I  heard  in  Lincoln,  to 
others  as  well.  I  stand  witness  to  the 
realization  that,  unless  this  trend  is 
reversed,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  become  more  of  a  political  party  and 
less  a  community  of  like-minded  people 
united  by  bonds  of  love. 

I  find  particularly  objectionable  the 
pauses  for  caucuses  after  the  balloting. 
How  disillusioning  it  was  to  witness  the 
frantic  trading  of  support  and  the 
promising  of  “our  votes  on  this  ballot  for 
your  votes  on  the  next.”  At  best,  it  is  in¬ 
consistent  with  every  profession  of  fair 
play  and  open-mindedness.  At  worst,  as 
we  witnessed  it,  it  is  corruption. 

Our  elective  procedure  has 
deteriorated  to  the  point  that  an  in¬ 
dividual  being  considered  for  bishop 
must  be,  in  many  instances,  a  self- 
nominated  candidate  or  fail  to  receive 
consideration.  Although  to  their  credit,  it 
must  be  said  that  some  of  those  elected 
were  not  a  party  to  the  occasion,  a  public 
meeting  where  those  being  considered 
spoke  smacked  more  of  a  gathering  in  a 
smoke-filled  room  than  a  gathering  of 


MUST  BE  THF 
FIRST  TIME  A 
SERMON  WAS  EVER 
REINFORCEP  BY 
A  BLOWN  FUSE 


prayerful  people.  No  longer  does  the  job 
seek  the  man;  the  man  must  now  seek 
the  job. 

In  the  future,  if  one  wishes  to  circulate 
his  credentials,  let  that  person  supply 
folders  and  pamphlets  to  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  office.  Those  whose  job  it  is  to 
disseminate  information  could  send  such 
material  only  to  those  requesting  it.  The 
blantant  campaign  by  mailbox  would  be 
ended.  It  cannot  come  too  soon. 

In  keeping  with  Methodist  tradition,  let 
individuals  make  nominations  without 
strict  tie-ins  with  endorsements  of  one, 
and  only  one,  by  an  annual  conference. 
Such  one-candidate-from-one-conference 
operations  identify  too  closely  with  the 
necessity  of  rotation  elections,  and 
nominations  of  individuals  who  do  not  ac¬ 
curately  represent  consensus  of  the  con¬ 
ferences. 

Methodists  are  in  peril  if  such  a  loss  of 
dignity  continues  to  characterize  its  con¬ 
ferences.  It  is  true,  unfortunately,  that 
the  Jurisdictional  Conferences  were 
meeting  at  the  same  time  as  the  National 
Democratic  Convention.  We  need  not 
have  emulated  the  political 
maneuvering,  but  we  did.  In  a  mistaken 
intention  of  providing  openness,  we 
provided  political  opportunity  for  those 
who  aspired  to  be  political  ward-heelers. 

Perhaps  my  complaint  is  not  a  com¬ 
pelling  voice  at  this  moment.  In  the  light 


of  the  competence  and  dedication  of 
those  who,  miraculously,  were  elected 
despite  mistakes  by  their  well-meaning 
supporters  and  overeager  peers,  our 
church  has  acquired  some  fine  new 
bishops.  Possibly  the  same  persons 
would  have  been  elected  more  easily  and 
quickly  without  any  help  except  the 
recommendation  offered  by  their  own 
lives  and  characters. 

These  new  bishops,  along  with  other 
bishops  elected  in  a  more  conventional 
atmosphere,  can  help  restore  us  to  the 
high  regard  in  which  Methodist  people 
have  been  held  since  Francis  Asbury 
sent  them  to  spread  scriptural  holiness 
throughout  the  land.  It  behooves  us  to 
remember  our  heritage  and  cherish  it 
with  appropriate  behavior. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are:  Mrs. 
Robert  Compton,  a  laywoman  from  El¬ 
ton,  Louisiana  who  served  as  chairperson 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference's  delegation 
to  the  recent  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences ;  the  Rev.  Dan  Rodriguez, 
Council  Director  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Annual  Conference  with  offices  in  San 
Antonio;  and  Mrs.  Florence  Meyers,  a 
laywoman  from  Fort  Thomas,  Kentucky. 


Hispanic  bishop  unlikely 
with  new  election  process 


Chaplains’  response  to  hymn  called  ‘shallow’ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  deeply  disappointed  at  what  I 
perceive  as  the  shallow  response  of  our 
United  Methodist  chaplains  (TM/  UMR, 
July  23)  to  the  hymn  “It  Was  on  a  Friday 
Morning."  In  roaring  in  to  defend  God, 
who  needs  no  defense,  they  remind  me  of 
Job’s  three  friends  who  took  offense  at 
Job’s  honest  confrontation  of  God  and  his 
ways  —  or  at  least  the  apparent  in¬ 
justices  and  outrages  that  are  permitted 
within  God’s  world. 

The  hymn  does  not  advocate  that  God 
be  crucified,  but  simply  enables  us  to  see 
the  death  of  Christ  from  the  perspective 
of  the  thief,  to  acknowledge  that  this  is 
how  the  thief  sees  this  event.  And  we  are 
most  naive  to  think  that  this  is  not  a 
genuine  emotion  among  the  despairing 
and  the  heartbroken.  Far  better  an 
honest  hurling  of  anger  at  God  than  a 
pious  defense  that  ignores  the  atrocious 
absurdities  of  life. 

The  God  I  worship  is  one  &ho  is  big 
enough  to  accept  my  cries,  my  despair, 
my  anger,  my  “blasphemy,”  and  I 
rejoice  that  none  of  these  tan  separate 
me  from  His  love.  The  God  of  the 
chaplains  is  evidently  too  small,  too 
flimsy  for  such  —  which  means  that  my 
thoughts  and  feelings  are  apparently 
more  than  God  can  cope  with,  are 
stronger  than  God,  and  that  indeed  is 
heresy  and  blasphemy. 

Darrell  D.  English 
Rockton,  Illinois 
Song  could  destroy  failli 
o ii  ly  if  in  isu  ndcrst o o 1 1 
To  the  Editor: 

Though  the  value  of  “It  was  on  a 
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Friday  morning”  as  a  vivid  illustration 
of  our  primary  Christian  belief  should  far 
outweigh  any  objections,  most  of  the  op¬ 
position  to  the  song  cited  in  your  July  23 
article  was  at  least  somewhat  justified. 
The  major  exception  was  that  of  Rep. 
Myers.  Calling  the  song  “blasphemous,” 
he  is  apparently  opposed  to  any  literary 
use  of  irony  in  religious  matters.  In 
literature  ranging  back  to  the  Bible 
(Mark  9:5),  wrong  ideas  are  quoted  to 
reveal  the  truth. 

This  song  could  only  “destroy  faith”  in 
the  event  it  were  totally  misunderstood. 
Judging  from  Rep.  Myers’  meager  un¬ 
derstanding,  that  may  be  a  more  real 
possibility  than  composer  Carter  ex- 
Mike  McGinnis 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Much  attention  for  ethnic 
churches  is  necessary 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  saddened  by  reading  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Albert  S.  Johnson  (TM/UMR,  July 
16)  complaining  about  too  much  cover¬ 
age  of  ethnic  ministries  in  your  paper, 
ethnic  ministries  in  your  paper. 

I  want  to  tell  Mr.  Johnson  that  our 
Christian  gospels  and  values  should  not 
be  judged  by  our  common  sense  and 
reasons.  I  would  also  like  to  remind  him 
of  Jesus’  parable  of  the  lost  sheep:  “If  a 
man  has  a  hundred  sheep,  and  one  of 
them  has  gone  astray,  does  he  not  leave 
the  ninety-nine  on  the  hills  and  go  in 
search  of  the  one  that  went  astray?  .  .  . 
So  it  is  not  the  will  of  my  Father  who  is  in 
heaven  that  one  of  these  little  ones  should 
perish”  (Matt.  18:12-14). 

It  is  right  for  TM/UMR  to  call  our  at¬ 
tention  to  the  ailing  ethnic  churches 
which  occupy  not  one  percent,  but  five 
percent  of  our  membership.  Jesus  came 
to  the  world  to  minister  to  the  very 
“ethnic  fringe,”  the  neglected  ones. 

Chanhee  Kim 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

D  r.  L  i  n  rise  1 1  \s  It  o  o  h 
u nfa i rly  criticiz e d 
To  the  Editor: 

In  your  editorial  about  Dr.  Lindsell’s 
“The  Battle  for  the  Bible”  (July  16, 
19760,  three  statements  revealed  that  you 
either  never  read  the  book  or  read  it 
carelessly. 

Let  it  be  understood  first  that  no  one 
who  holds  to  biblical  inerrancy  argues 
for  inerrancy  of  any  translation.  We  un¬ 
derstand  that  translational  and  scribal 
errors  occurred  in  transmitting  the  Bible 
over  the  centuries.  We  believe  in  inerran¬ 
cy  of  the  original  texts,  and  think  that 
what  we  have  today  is  a  very  close 
representation  of  them. 

First,  you  say,  “He  implies  that  all  who 
do  not  accept  this  premise  (of  biblical 
inerrancy)  —  including  many  fellow 
‘conservative’  or  ‘evangelical’ 
Christians  —  are  not  really  Christians  at 
all.”  On  the  contrary,  he  explicitly 
states,  “At  this  stage,  no  one  is  apt  to 
argue  that  the  refusal  to  accept  inerran¬ 
cy  means  that  the  person  who  does  this  is 
outside  the  Christian  faith,  i.e.  unsaved” 
(p.  139) .  Again,  on  page  210  he  writes,  “It 
is  true  that  a  man  can  be  a  Christian 
without  believing  in  inerrancy.” 

Second,  you  said,  “The  Bible  itself 
makes  no  case  for  ‘biblical  infallibility.’ 
However,  a  careful  reading  of  pages  34-5 
would  have  shown  that  Dr.  Lindsell  listed 
and  explained  several  instances  in  which 
the  Bible  claims  for  itself  inerrancy.  The 
Bible  claims  to  be  God’s  Word  (II  Tim. 
3:16-17  —  “inspired”  means  “God- 


breathed”  — ;  II  Pet.  1:21;  over  2,000 
claims  of  “Thus  saith  the  Lord,”  or  the 
equivalent,  in  the  Old  Testament;  and 
others).  Jesus  calls  the  Old  Testament 
God’s  Word  in  John  10:35  and  elsewhere. 
Titus  1:2  and  Num.  23:19  tell  us  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  God  to  lie.  Lies  are  in¬ 
tentional  falsehoods.  Since  He  never  does 
anything  by  accident  (He  is  perfect),  all 
He  says  is  intentional.  Since  He  is  om¬ 
niscient,  He  would  know  if  any  statement 
He  made  were  false.  Therefore,  none  of 
God’s  Word  can  be  false.  Thus,  because 
the  Bible  claims  to  be  (not  merely  con¬ 
tain)  God’s  Word,  and  since  God  cannot 
lie,  the  Bible  is  therefore  claiming  to  con¬ 
tain  no  falsehoods,  i.e.  that  it  is  infallible. 

Third,  you  said,  “Uncritical  idolizing 
of  the  Bible  always  has  been  and  always 
will  be  the  Achilles’  heel  of  fun¬ 
damentalism.”  Dr.  Lindsell  himself 
speaks  out  against  idolizing  the  Bible  on 
p.36. 

One  would  hope  that,  in  assessing  other 
controversial  books  such  as  this  one,  you 
would  be  more  careful  in  your  reading. 

Those  of  us  who  believe  in  biblical 
inerrancy  are  ready  and  willing  to 
receive  and  love  our  brothers  in  the  Lord 
who  disagree  with  us  on  this  point.  We 
simply  differ,  and  hope  for  meaningful 
dialogue  from  both  sides. 

Cal  Beisner 

Huntington  Beach,  California 

Editorial  am  using , 
and  also  confusing 
To  the  Editor: 

At  first  I  was  a  bit  amused  as  I  read  the 
editorial,  “New  biblical  infallibity 
debate  cannot  be  productive,”  in  the  July 
16  issue.  Then,  as  I  reread  it,  I  must  ad¬ 
mit  to  some  confusion  as  to  the  full 
significance  of  the  writer’s  message. 

The  writer  tells  us  how  unproductive  it 
is  to  belabor  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  “biblical  inerrancy,”  and  then 
proceeds  to  do  the  very  thing  he  labelled 
as  unproductive  — belabor  the  issue.  So 
much  for  the  amusement. 

Now  as  to  the  confusion.  The  writer 
states  that  the  Bible  is  “God’s  authentic 
Word.”  Yet,  he  says  that  the  Bible  is 
fallible.  I  must  confess  to  being  a  rather 
new  Christian  who  really  hasn’t  gotten 
into  theology,  but  somewhere  along  the 
line,  I  got  the  idea  that  Christians  are 
supposed  to  believe  what  they  read  in  the 
Bible.  I  even  believed  a  Christian 
preacher  I  once  heard  when  he  said  God 
is  infallible.  If  the  wonderful,  omnipotent 
God  that  I  worship  is  infallible,  I  have  a 
problem  understanding  how  His 
“authentic  Word”  could  be  fallible  or 
errant. 

I  like  to  read  the  Bible,  and  with  the 
help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  haven’t  had  much 
trouble  believing  what  it  says.  Now  your 
paper  tells  me  that  most  Christians  can’t 
seriously  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  in¬ 
fallible,  authoritative  Word  of  God.  It 
also  seems  to  tell  me  that  if  I’m  not 
critical  of  the  Bible,  I’m  somehow  guilty 
of  the  sin  of  idolatry!  Well,  I  must  admit 
my  eyes  have  been  opened! 

I  would  like  to  know  one  thing,  though, 
that  your  Writer  didn’t  tell  me.  If  I’m  not 
supposed  to  believe  all  that  is  written  in 
the  Bible,  what  parts  should  I  disregard? 
On  second  thought,  please  don’t  tell  me. 

Ned  A.  Reading 
Melbourne,  Florida 

llisho/t  K  in  if  teas  first 

To  the  Editor: 

I  noticed  in  the  July  16  issue  of 
TM/UMR  a  report  that  Gerald  Kennedy 
is  the  only  bishop  to  date  who  has  been 


elected  outside  the  jurisdiction  in  which 
his  annual  conference  membership  was 
elected.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  he  was  the 
second  person  elected  in  this  manner. 

You  may  want  to  check  the  records, 
but  I  believe  that  Bishop  Lorenza  H.  King 
was  elected  at  the  first  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  held  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  in  1940.  Dr.  King  was  then 
pastor  of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Church  in 
New  York  City,  and  a  member  of  the 
New  York  East  Conference,  which  was 
not  in  the  Central  Jurisdiction.  He  had 
served  as  editor  of  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate  prior  to  going  to  New 
York  in  1932. 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  type  of  jour¬ 
nalism  you  bring  to  the  church  through 
the  Reporter.  Many  of  us  are  kept 
abreast  of  church  activities  through  this 
medium.  Yours  is  most  accurate  and 
balanced.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

W.  T.  Handy  Jr. 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/UMR  regrets 
this  error  in  reporting. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


By  DAN  RODRIGUEZ 

I  went  to  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
knowing  that  a  Hispanic  bishop  would  not 
be  elected.  I  tried  to  tell  this  to  any  of  my 
friends  who  would  listen,  but  some  still 
maintained  a  degree  of  hope.  Hope?  I 
suppose  hope  for  the  election  of  a 
Hispanic  bishop  rnu^f  be  maintained  for 
whatever  value  it  nrigjfi't  have,  but  there 
is  a  reality  of  circumstance  that  must  not 
be  ignored  and  it  is  this  reality  which  to 
me  clearly  indicated  that  a  Hispanic 
bishop  would  not  be  elected. 

First,  the  climate  was  not  right.  That  is 
to  say  there  was  no  moral  commitment 
on  the  part  of  the  Jurisdiction  for  the 
election  of  a  Hispanic.  This  was  reflected 
by  questions  such  as,  “Why  didn’t  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference  endorse  only  one 
candidate?”  or  “How  old  are  the  can¬ 
didates?”  Also,  statements  were  being 
made  to  the  effect  that  “the  election  of  a 
Hispanic  is  still  four  and  maybe  eight 
years  away.”  But  clearer  still  was  the 
fact  that  to  our  knowledge  no  delegation 
endorsed  a  Hispanic  to  that  significant 
degree  where  the  delegation  would 
“negotiate”  with  other  delegations  with 
the  Hispanic  candidate  in  mind.  In  my 
own  judgment,  until  this  happens,  a 
Hispanic  will  not  be  elected. 

Secondly,  talking  about  “negotiating,” 
that  is  the  process  in  the  episcopal  elec¬ 
tion  that  kills  all  possibilities  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  Hispanic.  Hard,  tough 
“bargaining”  was  taking  place  on  that 
conference  floor  and  the  stakes  were  big. 
A  delegation  would  offer  30  votes  in 
return  for  40  so  that  particular  can¬ 
didates  could  advance  in  the  process. 
The  Rio  Grande  Conference  has  much 
more  to  offer  than  its  4  delegate  votes: 


Faith  is  defined  by  answer  - 
to  God’s  hard  questions 


The  news  which  reached  us  during  an¬ 
nual  conference  was  sketchy  at  first:  a 
truck  had  crossed  the  freeway  divider 
.  .  .  head  on  collision  with  my  wife’s 
parents.  Mother  in  critical  condition  .  .  . 
father  will  likely  survive.  In  the  night¬ 
mare  hours  which  followed,  we, 
dreamlike,  experienced  the  full  range  of 
human  emotions:  sadness  and  relief .  .  . 
hope  and  disillusionment  ...  the 
loneliness  of  sorrow  too  deep  to  share  .  .  . 
and  the  intimacy  and  support  of  family 
and  friends. 

B.J.’s  mother  never  regained  con¬ 
sciousness  and  died  four  days  later.  The 
family  pulled  itself  together  during  these 
days.  Incredibly  busy  hours  helped  oc¬ 
cupy  our  thoughts  with  little  things,  and 
these  details  enabled  us  to  avoid  the  real 
recognition  of  our  loss.  The  local  pastor 
was  helpful  and  sympathetic,  and  we 
planned  a  service  of  thanksgiving  to 
commemorate  her  life.  Intellectually,  we 
knew  exactly  what  we  wanted  to  do. 

It  was  not  until  we  pulled  up  to  the 
church  for  the  service  that  the  reality 
began  to  hit  home.  When  we  saw  the 
hearse  parked  in  front  of  the  chapel, 
tears  began  to  fill  our  wise  and  weary 
eyes.  The  thirteen  year  old  who  had  lost 
his  grandmother  was  wiser  (and  in  some 
ways  more  sad)  than  any  of  us.  When  he 
saw  the  tears,  he  gently  reminded  us  not 
to  cry:  “After  all,  we  are  here  to 
celebrate  her  life.”  What  we  knew  in¬ 
tellectually  to  be  true,  he  helped  us  to  ex¬ 
perience  emotionally. 

Finally,  the  tears  became  tears  of 
gratitude,  rather  than  sorrow,  even 
though  the  sadness  was  very  real.  No  less 
real  was  the  celebration,  as  we  sang  the 
hymns,  heard  the  scriptures,  and  af¬ 
firmed  her  life.  We  did  not  even  suspect 
that  two  weeks  later,  to  the  day  and  even 
to  the  hour,  we  would  have  to  gather 
again  in  the  same  church  to  celebrate  the 
life  of  her  father.  No  one  needed  to 
remind  us  the  second  time  around;  we 
knew  why  we  were  there.  Our  children 
had  become  our  instructors  in  the  faith. 

When  senseless  tragedy  occurs,  the 
natural  tendency  is  to  ask  the  question 
“why?”  Now  the  weight  of  lived  ex¬ 
perience  is  added  to  the  force  of  in¬ 


tellectual  conviction  that  the  most  im¬ 
portant  questions  in  life  are  not  the  ques¬ 
tions  we  ask  about  God.  Life’s  most  im¬ 
portant  questions  are  the  questions  God 
addresses  to  us.  The  ways  in  which  we 
answer  the  critical  questions  about  life 
and  death  are  indeed  our  affirmations  of 
faith,  and  we  then  become  living  state¬ 
ments  of  our  own  convictions.  Life  gives, 
and  life  takes  away.  And  sometimes  it’s 
hard  to  say  “Hurrah  for  Life.” 

—WILLIAM  E.  STEEL 

Mr.  Steel  is  Director  of  Communica¬ 
tions  and  Discipleship  for  the  UMC's  Pa¬ 
cific  and  Southwest  (formerly  Southern 
California-Arizona)  Annual  Conference. 


but  who  is  interested,  at  this  particular 
time,  in  the  tangible  contributions  that 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference  can  offer? 
The  real  questions  are:  Where  are  its 
votes?  Where  is  its  bargaining  power?  It 
has  none;  that  is  the  hard  reality.  So  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference  has  to  rely  on  in¬ 
dividual  friends  who,  through  their  own 
personal  commitment,  believe  that  the 
time  has  arrived  for  the  election  of  a 
Hispanic  bishop  —  and  these  friends  are 
few.  Others  might  consider  casting  a 
vote  for  a  Hispanic  on  the  first  ballot,  but 
that  is  as  far  as  their  “commitment” 
goes.  The  whole  process  of  “negotiation” 
leaves  a  lot  to  be  desired  in  the  matter  of 
episcopal  election  (that  is  another  sub¬ 
ject),  but  it  certainly  leaves  even  more  to 
be  desired  in  the  election  of  a  Hispanic 
bishop. 

Some  would  search  for  other  reasons  in 
trying  to  explain  why  a  Hispanic  was  not 
elected.  There  are  other  reasons,  to  be 
sure,  but  they  are  superfluous  to  this 
argument,  and  totally  insignificant  in  the 
light  of  the  two  reasons  given  above; 
these  reasons  must  not  be  excused. 

In  the  meantime,  there  is  no  reason  to 
speculate  about  1980.  Unless  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  deals  seriously  witii 
this  matter,  there  is  no  particularly 
significant  reason  for  hope. 

Too  much  of  world 
approved  by  church 

By  FLORENCE  A.  MEYERS 

I  have  read  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  lost  a  million  members.  This 
is  very  disturbing  when  you  read  of  the 
increases  in  membership  of  some  other 
denominations.  I  feel  it  is  time  to  get  our 
house  in  order  by  diligently  studying 
God’s  Word,  establishing  prayer  groups 
and  printing  testimonies  of  healings, 
both  physical  and  spiritual. 

There  are  not  many  mid-week  prayer 
meetings  or  Sunday  night  worship  ser¬ 
vices  anymore.  Of  course,  there  are 
many  fellowship  suppers,  discussion 
groups,  Social  gatherings,  bowling  par¬ 
ties,  etc.  —  everything  except  serious 
Bible  study.  (See  I  Corinthians  9:20)  For 
the  most  part,  there  is  no  power  in  the 
pulpit  so  there  is  no  progress  spiritually 
in  the  people.  We  have  more  leisure  time, 
money,  conveniences  and  gadgets,  but 
less  time  for  the  really  important 
spiritual  needs  of  our  lives.  We  hear  of 
very  few  revivals  in  our  church  today. 

We  have  gone  so  far  astray  and  in  so 
many  different  directions,  it  is  difficult  to 
identify  the  main  reason  as  there  are 
many  contributing  factors  —  but  my 
feeling  is  that  we  have  too  much  of  the 
world  and  its  ways  approved  by  our  chur¬ 
ches  today.  Titus  2:1-8  says  it  far  better 
than  I  ever  could. 
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Violence  called  ‘necessity’ 

3  %  v  African  bishops  say  armed  revolt  sometimes  needed 


'Soul  Liberation  Festival' in  mid-town  Minneapolis 

year’s  event,  which  symbolizes,  says  the  pastor,  the  church’s 
ongoing  concern  for  a  deprived  neighborhood.  (See  story 
below1. ) 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  For  the  past  three  summers,  scenes  like 
this  one  have  marked  Park  Avenue  UMC’s  “Soul  Liberation 
Festival”  on  the  church  parking  lot  in  mid-town  Minneapolis. 
More  than  2,000  persons  turned  out  for  the  final  evening  of  this 


PHOTO:  PARK  AVE.  UMC 


City  church  rocks  to  gospel 
music 9  evangelistic  preaching 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  John  Wesley  might 
have  had  a  little  trouble  recognizing  it. 
but  last  week’s  romping,  stomping  ‘‘Soul 
Liberation  Festival”  here  was  very 
much  the  church-out-of-doors  —  Park 
Avenue  UMC-style,  that  is. 

For  eight  consecutive  evenings,  that 
church's  blacktop,  in  the  heart  of  the 
city,  exploded  with  the  sounds  of  gospel 
rock  and  evangelistic  preaching.  It 
teemed  with  people  —  2,400  of  them  the 
final  evening  —  who  “at  least  had  fun  as 
a  community  and  at  best  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ.” 

Fun  or  not,  Park  Avenue’s  third  annual 
festival  had  a  serious  purpose,  according 
to  the  senior  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  Phillip 
Hinerman.  It  climaxed  a  program 
geared  year-round  to  a  basic  com¬ 
mitment:  to  be  an  interracial,  in¬ 
terdenominational,  intergenerational 
and  admittedly  evangelical  church. 

‘‘Call  it  friendship  or  relational 
evangelism  the  festival  is  a  symbol  of 
what  we  try  to  do  the  other  51  weeks  of 
the  year:  say  ‘we  care’  to  a  deprived 
neighborhood,”  Mr.  Hinerman  told 
TM/UMR. 

Park  Avenue  Church’s  concerted  ef¬ 
forts  "not  to  be  lily-white”  began  25 
years  ago,  he  said.  In  a  neighborhood 
then  approximately  30  percent  black 
(and  now  a  50-50  racial  mix,  he 
estimates)  “it  did  not  make  sense  to  be  a 
white  church.  I  asked  the  administrative 

Controversial  song 
taken  from  hymnal 

WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
director  of  chaplains  services  of  the 
Veterans  Administration  has  ordered  a 
controversial  hymn  removed  from  15,000 
new  hymnals. 

“We  do  not  think  it  is  the  proper  hymn 
to  be  sung  in  a  hospital  where  there  are 
sick  people  ...  It  is  sacrilegious,”  said 
Chaplain  James  Rogers,  a  United 
Methodist. 

The  contemporary  hymn,  “It  Was  On  a 
Friday  Morning”  by  Sydney  Carter, 
speaks  forcefully  of  the  bitterness  of  one 
of  the  robbers  crucified  with  Jesus.  Its 
refrain  is  “It’s  God  they  ought  to  crucify 
instead  of  you  and  me,  I  said  to  the  car¬ 
penter  A-hanging  on  the  tree.”  (See 
TM/UMR.  July  23). 

“We  need  to  sing  hymns  that  are  not 
controversial  with  sick  people.”  he 
reiterated.  “When  you  get  sick  people 
you  try  to  create  a  positive  creative 
spirit.” 


board  to  adopt  a  policy  and  practice  of 
openness  and  it  did.” 

Today  the  82-year-old  inner-city  church 
is  itself  approximately  30  percent  black. 
Its  youth  program  is  perhaps  50-50. 
Through  a  strong  camping  and  education 
program  for  young  people  and  social 
ministries  like  a  food  shelf  and  clothing 
store,  Mr.  Hinerman  believes  the  church 
is  achieving  its  goal  of  being  “utterly 
open,  cosmopolitan  and  ecumenical.” 

Such  a  policy  has  not  held  up  without 
“great  pain  and  terrific  problems,”  he 
admits.  The  church  has  lost  some  2,000 
members  over  the  years.  Many  have 
moved  to  suburbia.  There’s  a  dearth  of 
leadership  in  the  middle-aged  bracket. 
The  average  age  of  board  members  used 
to  be  over  50.  Now  he  doubts  if  it's  40. 

“While  we  say  Park  Avenue  Church  is 
not  for  everybody,  we  do  have  an  appeal 
to  young  people.  We  do  have  an  in¬ 
ternational  flavor,  partly  because  of  the 
university  students.  And  we  do  get  sup¬ 
port  from  the  community.”  Financial 
support  from  local  business  and  industry 
helps  provide  for  the  “Soul  Liberation 
Festival”  and  the  rest  of  the  church’s 
heavy  summer  program  which  together 
cost  up  to  $25,000  annually. 


The  bedrock  of  the  church’s  appeal, 
however,  is  strong  evangelism,  Mr. 
Hinerman  maintains.  Park  Avenue  has 
always  emphasized  Biblical  preaching 
and  world  missions.  “We  have  added 
more  social  concern,  but  our  main  thrust 
is  still  to  convert  people  to  Christ.” 

That’s  why,  as  some  of  the  nation’s  top 
gospel  musicians  performed  at  last 
week’s  festival,  and  Billy  Graham’s 
associate  evangelist  Ralph  Bell 
preached,  some  50  well-trained  young 
adults  from  Park  Avenue  Church  were 
on  hand  and  ready  to  counsel  persons 
who  were  ready  to  make  a  commitment. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PACIFIC  GROVE,  Calif.  -  The  tem¬ 
porary  use  of  violence  “to  bring  an  end  to 
violence  and  the  liberation  of  the  peoples 
of  Southern  Africa  is  accepted  as  a 
necessity"  by  black  Christians,  two 
United  Methodist  bishops  told  550  par¬ 
ticipants  at  a  mission  education  con¬ 
ference  here  last  weekend.  Asilomar 
Conference  Ground  was  the  site  of  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  World  Christian 
Mission  Conference,  an  ecumenical 
program. 

United  Methodist  Bishops  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  of  the  Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe) 
area  and  Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Angola 
were  two  of  the  main  speakers  on  the 
1976-77  study,  “Southern  Africa:  Dilem¬ 
ma  for  Christians." 

African  Christians  believe  that  the 
whole  movement  of  liberation  in  Africa  is 
under  the  guidance  of  God,  both  le'aders 
reported;  and  that  to  overcome  op¬ 
pression  is  the  Christian  church’s  task 
because  Christian  families  are  also  being 
oppressed  by  the  violence  of  white 
minority  governments.  Bishop 
Muzorewa  represented  the  nations  of 
Southern  Africa  which  are  still  under 
colonialist  domination:  Rhodesia,  South 
Africa  and  Namibia,  while  Bishop  Car¬ 
valho  spoke  for  the  region’s  newest 
nation  which  was  able  “to  snatch  its 
freedom”  from  the  Portuguese  along 
with  Mozambique. 

A  third  category  of  countries  in  the  12- 
nation  region  are  the  “independent 
nations”  or  “islands  of  freedom”  which 
were  able  to  obtain  independence  without 
violence  or  bloodshed:  Lesotho, 
Swaziland,  Botswana,  Zambia  and 
Malawi. 

“Ten  years  of  righteous  violence  in 
Angola  and  Mozambique  corrected  400 
and  500  years,  respectively,  of  terror  and 
the  denial  of  their  rights.  Would  it  have 
been  more  Christian  to  let  this  continue 
than  to  take  up  arms  in  self-defense?" 
Bishop  Muzorewa  asked  the  conference. 

He  noted  in  his  address  that  all  the 
liberation  movements  in  Southern  Africa 
have  started  as  non-violent,  peaceful 
movements  led  by  Christians  seeking 
peaceful  constitutional  changes.  But,  he 
said,  “peaceful  demonstrations  such  as 


strikes,  boycotts  and  other  forms  of 
passive  resistance  always  meet  the  same 
response:  arrest  without  warrant,  deten¬ 
tion  without  trial  and  worst  of  all, 
massacre.  Immediately,  they  are 
labeled  as  ‘communist-inspired’ 
organizations,  are  harassed  and 
outlawed. 

The  whole  problem 

“The  whole  problem  in  the  countries 
still  under  colonial  domination  is  that 
there  are  those  who  are  trying  to  gain 
their  inalienable  rights  and  there  are 
those  determined  they  shall  not  have 
them.”  said  the  bishop,  who  is  also  the 
president  of  the  black  liberation 
movement  in  Rhodesia.  He  was  asked  to 
head  the  African  National  Council  in  1971 
and  has  twice  been  re-elected  as  its 
president. 

The  dilemma  over  the  use  of  violence 
or  non-violence  became  acute  for 
Christians  in  Rhodesia  when  it  became 
evident  the  Ian  Smith  government  would 
continue  to  refuse  to  allow  constitutional 
changes.  Bishop  Muzorewa  said.  “What 
do  you  do  when  the  madman  keeps 
coming  —  when  physical  violence  as  well 
as  political,  economic  and  moral  vio¬ 
lence  are  the  order  of  the  day?”  He  said 
torture  and  terror  methods  are  regularly 
employed  against  thousands  of  black 
Rhodesians. 

Electric  shock;  beatings  with  rubber 
tubing  and  whips;  electric  current  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  genitals,  ears  and  finger  tips; 
mutilation  of  sexual  organs;  burning 
with  cigarettes;  use  of  the  ‘water-drum- 
and  pulley’  are  just  some  of  the  “gestapo- 
methods”  used  by  the  regime's  torture 
squads,  the  bishop  reported. 

Sin  of  omission 

He  said  the  church  has  committed  the 
sin  of  omission  in  failing  to  take  an  ef¬ 
fective  uncompromising  stand  against 
the  "inhuman  diabolical  regimes  of 
Southern  Africa.” 

The  African  liberation  leader  reported 
that  other  liberation  leaders,  just  as  he, 
had  come  first  to  the  U.S.  for  help.  But 
the  U.S.  so  far  has  stood  by  the  white 
minority  governments  and  American 
business  interests  operating  there,  has 
continued  to  import  chrome  from 


Evangelists  plead  for  new  life 
in  Christ,  social  involvement 


Olympics  impress 
U.M.  congregation 

MANCHESTER,  Mo.  —  Does  any¬ 
one  think  that  the  ’76  Olympics  have 
not  made  an  impression  on  Man¬ 
chester  United  Methodists? 

Last  Sunday  following  the  9:15 
sermon,  four  placards  went  up  on  the 
back  row  of  the  sanctuary. 

They  read:  7.0,  6.5,  6.0,  6.5. 

— From  “The  Manchester  Word,” 
Manchester  UMC  edition  of  TM/ 
UMR. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

READING,  Penn.  —  The  “social  action 
executive”  sounded  like  an  evangelist 
and  the  “evangelist”  pounded  the  pulpit 
for  more  social  involvement  here  last 
week,  raising  both  some  “Amens”  and 
some  eyebrows. 

Dr.  George  Outen,  general  secretary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  told  about  460  persons 
during  a  speech  which  opened  a  three- 
day  convocations  sponsored  here  by  a 
national  movement  of  “conservative 
evangelicals”  that  “new  life  in  Christ 
makes  people  sing  a  new  song”  when  we 
“put  God  first  in  our  lives.” 

Dr.  Edmund  Robb,  chairman  of  the 
“Good  News”  movement  which  spon 
sored  the  convocation,  said  evangelicals 
must  “change  their  lifestyles”  and  put 
an  end  to  “materialism.”  He  called  for 
greater  “social  involvement  in  the  name 
of  Jesus.” 

The  two  men  spoke  at  one  of  three 


Methodists  from  87  nations  to 
meet  in  Ireland  for  conference 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
It  has  been  230  years  since  John  Wesley 
made  his  first  visit  to  Ireland,  but 
more  than  2,500  Wesleyans  will  converge 
on  Dublin,  Ireland  later  this  month  for 
the  13th  World  Methodist  Conference. 

Meeting  once  each  five  years,  the  Aug. 
25-31  conference  will  bring  together 
delegates  from  60  Methodist  or 
Methodist-related  groups  at  work  in  87 
countries  of  the  world.  TM/UMR  editor 
and  general  manager.  Spurgeon  M  Dun- 


Raise  $80  to  $400 

for  your  church,  club  or  group 
with  Wade’s  Inspirational 
Last  Supper  Kerosene  Lamp 


A  top  fund-raiser,  this  unusual 
lamp  is  truly  a  work  of  art  Bril¬ 
liant,  full-color  reproduction  of 
Leonardo'da  Vinci's  famous  Last 
Supper  encircles  the  golden  topaz 
glass  base.  Graceful,  fluted  chim¬ 
ney  casts  a  soft-amber  glow  when 
lit.  radiating  a  mood  of  thankful- 


ness  and  reflecting  a  gentle  'Chris¬ 
tian  atmosphere  in  the  home. 
Ideal  for  the  mantelpiece,  den, 
foyer.  Adjustable  wick.  Burns  reg¬ 
ular  kerosene.  Approx.  9'/2"  high. 

You  sell  this  lamp  for  $2.00  and 
your  group  makes  80f  profit  on 
each  sale.  If  10  members  sell  10 
lamps  each,  that 
means  $80,00  into 
your  treasury.  At 
no  risk  . . .  order  on 
credit  .  .  .  take  up 
to  60  days  to  pay 
Send  for  full  details. 
Mail  coupon  today. 


•  You  lake  no  risk 
»  You  make  no 

investment 

•  You  never  spend 
a  penny  of  your 
treasury's  money 

»  Everything  shipped 
on  credit 

'  Pay  only  after  you 
collect  your  profits 


ANN  ELIZABETH  WADE  Dept.  796EP1 
Lynchburg.  Va.  24505 

Please  send  me  FREE  details  on  how  to  raise 
money  with  your  Last  Supper  Kerosene  Lamp 
No  obligation.  No  salesman  will  call 
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Name  of  Organization _ 


nam  III,  will  attend  as  a  delegate  and 
report  the  assembly  action  in  the  Sep¬ 
tember  3  issue  of  the  newspaper. 

The  conference  is  designed  for 
delegates  to  “sit  down  together  and  hear 
what  the  various  world  regions  of 
Methodism  have  to  say,”  said  Bishop 
Dwight  Loder,  Michigan  Area,  who  is 
chairperson  of  the  program  committee. 
Following  each  presentation,  regional 
groupings  will  respond  and  later  report 
to  the  full  conference.  “It  is  our  hope,  ' 
said  Bishop  Loder,  “that  people  will  go 
home  feeling  ‘We’ve  at  least  been 
heard.’  ” 

Keynote  addresses  by  United 
Methodists  will  be  given  by  Bishop  Earl 
G.  Hunt  Jr.,  Charlotte  Area,  and  Dr. 
Joseph  D.  Quillian  Jr.,  dean  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  Dallas.  Bishop 
Gerald  Ensely.  Ohio  West  Area,  will 
present  a  report  on  evangelism  and 
Bishop  William  Cannon,  Atlanta  Area, 
will  report  on  Roman  Catholic-Methodist 
conversations  during  the  past  five  years 

Other  United  Methodists  who  will 
speak  to  the  conference  are  Dr.  Charles 
Parlin,  a  former  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Conference:  Dr.  Tracey  K. 
Jones  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries:  Bishop  Mortimer 
Arias.  Bolivia.  Bishop  Bennie  D.  War¬ 
ner,  Liberia;  Bishop  Ole  Borgen,  Nor¬ 
way:  and  Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor,  New 
Jersey  Area  and  chairperson  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  executive  com¬ 
mittee. 

Several  organizations  related  to  the 
conference  will  meet  prior  to  or  following 
in  Dublin  The  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women  will  meet  Aug.  17-23; 
the  World  Methodist  Historical  Society. 
Aug.  24:  the  World  Methodist  Youth  Con¬ 
vocation,  Aug.  24-25:  and  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  on  Worship  and 
Liturgy.  Aug.  31-Sept.  2. 

The  last  World  Methodist  Conference 
was  held  in  Denver.  Colo,  in  the  summer 
of  1971. 


regional  convocations  sponsored  July  26- 
29  by  “Good  News”  (United  Methodists 
for  Scriptural  Christianity).  Other  con¬ 
vocations  were  held  simultaneously  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  and  Mobile,  Ala.  An 
earlier  convocation  was  held  July  9-11  in 
Squaw  Valley,  Calif.,  (see  TM/UMR, 
July  23)  and  the  final  convocation  will  be 
held  in  Richmond,  Ind.  August  9-12. 

“We  need  to  question  everything  we  do 
that  puts  us  first,”  the  gathering  was  told 
by  Dr.  Outen,  who  represents  a  church 
agency  that  has  often  been  criticized  by 
“Good  News”  for  its  stances  on  social 
issues.  “We  need  a  new  value  structure 
that  puts  God  first.  ” 

Speaking  in  the  accented  rhythms  of  a 
tent-meeting  revivalist,  Dr.  Outen  ad¬ 
monished  those  present  to  have  “a  new 
vision”.  Although  he  touched  briefly  on 
some  specific  “social  issues”  early  in  his 
fiery  sermon,  the  real  heart  of  his  speech 
called  for  Christians  to  “get  in  touch” 
with  God.  He  said  that  Christians  should 
be  sure  that  when  they  “plan  their  lives” 
they  leave  some  “rope  for  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  work.” 

Dr.  Robb,  who  heads  the  Ed  Robb 
Evangelistic  Association  and  pastors  a 
church  in  Lubbock,  Tex.,  seemed  to  stun 
some  participants  when  he  began  to 
stress  midway  through  his  speech  that 
“evangelicals  must  develop  their  social 
consciousness  and  become  involved  in 
the  world”  —  a  theme  which  has  not  been 
neglected  in  the  past  by  “Good  News” 
speakers,  but  which  has  rarely  been 
stressed  in  such  a  way. 

“Some  evangelicals  among  us  are  as 
materialistic  as  any  pagan  on  earth.” 
Dr.  Robb  told  the  convocation  par¬ 
ticipants.  “We  are  polluting  our 
streams;  we  are  destroying  planet  earth 
because  of  that  materialism  We  need  to 
begin  changing  our  lifestyles  to  reflect 
our  faith.” 

Having  received  frequent  applause 
and  numerous  “Amens”  from  his  audien¬ 
ce  on  earlier  parts  of  his  speech.  Dr 
Robb  then  paused  for  response.  When 
none  came  he  asked.  “Now  say  Amen  to 
that!”  There  was  scattered  response. 

Turning  to  another  social  issue  he 
called  upon  evangelicals  to  show'  their 
love  in  the  world  around  them.  “You 
can’t  love  blacks  in  Africa  (referring  to 
missionary  efforts  there)  and  not  love 
blacks  next  door,”  he  said.  “You  can’t 
lift  up  the  needy  of  the  world  and  not  lift 
up  the  needy  next  door.”  He  said 
evangelicals  must  be  active  in  efforts  to 
end  “racism”  and  not  rely  on  19th  Cen¬ 
tury  attitudes  about  mission  in  the  world 

He  praised  “Good  News”  as  one  of  the 
most  “vital  forces"  for  Christ  in  the 
world  today  and  praised  the  church  for 
accepting  it.  Although  not  mentioning 
them  by  name.  Dr  Robb  disagreed 
with  two  other  “Good  News”  directors 
who  have  charged  that  evangelicals  are 
penalized  for  their  beliefs  in  some  sec¬ 
tors  of  United  Methodism  ( see  TM/UMR. 
July  16). 

“There  is  a  greater  fairness  in  the  ap¬ 
pointive  system  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  today  than  there  has  ever  been  at 
any  other  time  during  my  30  years  of 
ministry.”  he  said. 

Dr  Robb  later  flew'  to  Dallas  where  he 
delivered  the  same  speech  to  par 


ticipants  there. 

Also  addressing 


convocation  par¬ 


ticipants  in  Reading  was  Dr.  David 
Seamands,  pastor  from  Wilmore,  Ky., 
and  a  “Good  News”  director.  Dr. 
Seamands  in  a  series  of  lectures  talked 
about  emotional  healing  and  the  role  of 
religion  in  dealing  with  emotional 
problems. 

He  said  when  a  newly  converted 
Christian  expects  to  end  all  of  his  or  her 
emotional  problems  with  the  acceptance 
of  Christ,  that  person  usually  ends  up 
being  “dishonest”  or  “disillusioned 

“You  can  be  the  most  high  spirit-filled 
person  on  earth  and  still  have  emotional 
disfunctioning,”  Dr.  Seamands  said.  He 
said  emotional  healing  can  take  place, 
but  that  it  must  be  strived  for,  it  does  not 
come  automatically  with  conversion. 

Missions  exec  says 


Rhodesia  and  vetoes  every  United 
Nation’s  resolution  condemning  the 
racist  oppressors  in  Southern  Africa. 

“The  democratic  nation  of  the  United 
States  lost  a  golden  opportunity  by  failing 
to  practice  what  it  had  always  preached 
with  regard  to  constitutinal  faith  in 
majority  rule  when  it  failed  to  help  the 
Angolan  liberation  struggle  and  sided 
instead  with  the  Portuguese. 

“It  is  a  pity  that  the  victory  of  the 
liberation  struggle  in  Zimbabwe  will  be 
achieved  while  the  U.S.  is  still  supporting 
the  minority  Ian  Smith  regime  in 
Rhodesia  as  it  did  in  Vietnam,  Mozam¬ 
bique  and  Angola,”  Bishop  Muzorewa 
said. 

Opening  his  address  with  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  U.S.  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence,  the  small  (five-foot-two- 
inch),  African  asked  “Were  the 
Americans  who  fought  and  declared  in¬ 
dependence  in  1776  inspired  by  com¬ 
munism?  The  oppressed  people  of  Zim¬ 
babwe  fail  to  understand  why  we  should 
be  regarded  as  puppets  of  communism 
when  the  very  aspiration  for  human 
freedom  is  basic  for  all  men  created  in 
God’s  image.” 

Liberation  misunderstood 

Both  Bishops  Carvalho  and  Muzorewa 
said  liberation  is  misunderstood  in  the 
U.S.  and  the  West.  Bishop  Carvalho  said 
the  “real  issue  is  the  struggle  for  human 
dignity,  not  political  power  .”  Clouding 
the  issue,  the  bishop  said,  are  views  that 
Southern  Africa  is  merely  part  of  the 
U.S.  and  U.S.S.R.  quarrel,  or  a  racist 
struggle  where  the  only  objective  is  to 
replace  whites  with  blacks,  or  as  only  a 
struggle  for  political  power. 

Further,  Chrsitians  should  not  view 
Southern  Africa  as  a  “dilemma”  or  a 
“tragedy  of  Western  Chrsitian 
civilization."  Rather,  “it  is  a  natural, 
inevitable  process  which  has  three 
aspects:  liberation  from  colonialism; 
from  foreign  domination  and  economic 
control;  and  the  liberation  of  the  in¬ 
dividual.” 

He  said  Christians  who  worry  about  the 
preservation  of  missionary  structures  in 
newly  liberated  nations  should  realize  it 
is  the  end  of  the  “missionary  era”  and 
the  “dawning  of  the  African  church.” 

“It  is  our  experience  in  Angola  that 
there  is  a  real  place  for  the  churches  and 
there  are  no  major  contradictions  bet¬ 
ween  the  church  and  government. 
Socialism  is  a  ‘very  African  way  of  life.’ 
We  did  not  call  it  socialism,  but  we 
already  had  socialist  structure  in  our 
society  long  before  ‘scientific  socialism’ 
came  into  being.  Christianity  is  also 
socialistic  so  we  are  all  working  together 
to  build  our  country,”  the  Angolan  chur¬ 
chman  said. 

Asked  what  Christians  in  the  U.S.  could 
do  in  relation  to  Southern  Africa,  Bishop 
Carvalho  asked  conference  participants 
to  accept  the  challenge  of  trying  to  put 
themselves  “in  our  places."  Bishop 
Muzorewa  said,  “Tell  your  government 
to  stand  on  the  side  of  liberation  and  not 
oppression." 

Dr.  Helen  Volkomener,  president  of 
Fort  Wright  College,  Spokane,  Wash,  told 
participants  that  people  in  the  U.S.  ought 
to  find  out  what  systems  are  so 
“dehumanizing  us”  that  the  American 
people  are  prevented  from  supporting 
liberation  instead  of  oppression  around 
the  world. 


Church  basis :  fulfill 
the  Great  Commission 


By CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  What  compels  an  effective 
pastor  to  leave  a  1600-member  church  to 
lead  an  unofficial  group  of  “evangelical” 
persons  worried  about  what  they  see  as  a 
lack  of  emphasis  on  missions  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church? 

“A  belief  that  the  fulfillment  of  the 
Great  Commission  (Matt.  28:18-20)  is  the 
basis  of  the  church.  Everything  else 
should  contribute  to  it.” 

That’s  the  answer  from  Dr.  Virgil  E. 
Maybray,  new  executive  secretary  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (EMC). 
He  came  to  the  post  in  June  under 
special  appointment  by  his  bishop  from 
the  First  UMC,  Irwin,  Penn.,  where  he 
had  been  pastor.  He  was  here  to  address 
a  regional  meeting  of  United  Methodists 
for  Scriptural  Christianity  (“Good 
News”).  The  EMC.  headquartered  in 
Wilmore.  Kv.,  is  an  offshoot  of  “Good 
News.” 

“My  overall  view,”  said  the  new  exec, 
“is  to  help  ignite  a  spark  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  bring  alive  again  a 
sense  of  missions.  I  want  to  help  layper¬ 
sons  and  pastors  in  the  local  church  learn 
some  methods  that  work  for  un¬ 
derstanding  and  supporting  missions.” 

“There  are  methods,  like  the 
missionary  conference,”  he  said,  “that 
across  a  year  provide  an  intense  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  missionary  message  and 
motive,  that  offer  people  a  challenge. 
And  the  methods  result  in  every  area  of 
the  local  church  program  prospering." 

While  Dr.  Maybray  was  pastor,  the  Ir¬ 
win  church  increased  its  support  of 
missions  from  $5,000  to  $40,000,  including 
World  Service  (the  basic  benevolence 
fund  of  the  UMC ) .  He  referred  to  another 
UM  church  of  700-800  members  that 
recently  raised  $42,000  above  World  Ser¬ 
vice  for  missions. 

A  pastor  for  32  years  primarily  in  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Conference.  Dr. 
Maybray  has  not  visited  an  overseas 
mission  field  "But  you  don’t  need  to  visit 
a  mission  field  to  believe  in  missions.”  he 


stated.  “Just  open  the  Bible.” 

He  listed  an  aim  of  the  EMC:  to  link 
“evangelical”  pastors  and  congregations 
with  "evangelical”  missionaries  in  the 
church.  “When  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  approves  a  project  of 
one  of  these  particular  missionaries,”  he; 
said,  “then  a  local  church  can  offer 
financial  aid.  develop  an  interest  in  the 
missionary,  and  offer  a  sense  of  support; 
through  prayer  and  contact.” 

Who  determines  whether  or  not  a 
missionary  is  “evangelical"?  “Probably ; 
the  missionary  him/her  self,”  he  replied 
“The  only  way  I  know  now  is  to  let  them 
know  who  we  are,  what  we  are  about  and  - 
let  them  decide  if  they  want  this  kind  of! 
support.” 

Asked  about  the  conflict  between  the 
EMC  and  the  church’s  chief  missions 
board  during  the  past  two  years.  Dr 
Maybray  admitted  that  he  was  not  in 
complete  accord  with  some  of  the! 
current  policies  of  the  Board  of  Global.' 
Ministries  (BGM)  He  and  the  EMC  dif-I 
fer  especially  with  the  board’s  policy  ofl 
“recruiting  and  sending.”  The  board’s! 
present  policy,  he  said,  “seems  to  be  one! 
of  retrenching  and  regrouping.  But  there! 
are  two  billion  people  in  the  world  who! 
have  never  heard  the  name  of  Jesus.  And! 
there  are  scores  of  people  who  want  to! 
serve.”  ; 

Neither  does  he  fully  agree  with  the! 
BGM’s  policy  which  “rejects  a  career! 
missionary"  or  its  emphasis  on! 
specialists.  ! 

“I  don’t  have  time  to  engage  in  running; 
battle  with  the  BGM,”  he  said.  “Nor  do  I; 
want  to  set  up  another  board  to  send  our; 
missionaries  That  sort  of  duplication  is; 
poor  stewardship.  We  want  to  work; 
with  the  board,  although  we  still  have  a; 
lot  to  talk  through  As  long  as  there  is  a; 
door  open  in  the  United  Methodist; 
Church,  we  want  to  walk  through  it.”  ; 

His  dream  is  to  see  “the  United; 
Methodist  Church  once  again  a  mighty; 
force  for  God  in  the  world.  I  want  to  con-; 
tribute  to  that  goal  in  my  lifetime.”  ; 
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Women  fight  TV  stereotypes 

Women  ’s  Division  approves  action  to  correct 4 misrepresentation 9 


NEW  YORK(UMC)  -  Six  actions  to 
correct  the  “misrepresentation  of 
women  on  television”  have  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Women’s  Division,  the 
national  policy-making  organization  for 
1.5  million  members  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  as  follow-up  to  their  television 
monitoring  project. 

The  basic  finding  of  the  November  1975 
through  February  1976  monitoring 
project  —  that  the  image  of  women  in 
prime  time  television  “is  partial  and 
dehumanizing”  —  was  revealed  to  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  a  preliminary  report  at 
their  March  1976  board  meeting. 

What  the  critical  eyes  of  187  project 
monitors  viewed  is  contained  in  the  final 
project  report,  “Sex  Role  Stereotyping  in 
Prime  Time  Television,”  published  last 
month.  On  the  basis  of  the  statistics 
behind  the  report’s  conclusion  the  six 
follow-up  actions  are: 

•  A  study/  action  program  resource 
on  television  monitoring; 

•  Contact  with  local  television  stations 
with  the  finding  of  the  report  and  urging 
necessary  steps  to  provide  more  realistic 
portrayals  of  women  on  television; 

•  Explorations  of  strategies  to  request 


Church  business  administrators 
move  to  upgrade  skills,  services 


the  Federal  Communications  Commis¬ 
sion  “to  correct  the  misrepresentation  of 
women;’’ 

•  Exploration  of  development  of 
guidelines  to  prevent  sex-role 
sterotyping  in  programs  funded  by 
federal  monies; 

•  Presentation  of  the  report  before 
public  hearings  on  the  Corporate  Impact 
on  the  Image  of  Women  in  the  Media, 
scheduled  for  October  1976; 

•  Exploration  of  possible  stockholder 
challenges  to  sponsors  and/or  networks 
regarding  sex-role  stereotyping  on 
television. 

Two  Hume,  N.Y.,  monitors  expressed 
their  view  of  women  as  portrayed  in 
prime  time  television.  “Two  charac¬ 
teristics  of  women  playing  in  a  variety  of 
roles  surfaced  with  overwhelming 
clarity:  weakness  and  pretense  as  well 
as  the  pretense  of  weakness.  These  traits 
are  seen  in  prostitutes,  wives,  mothers, 
children  and  particularly  in  roles  with 
sexual  connotations,”  wrote  Helen  Feld- 
bauer  and  Joy  Gilmore. 

Men  stereotyped,  too 

While  “the  project  was  often  in¬ 
terpreted  as  studying  female  roles  on 
television,  the  research  questions  and  in¬ 
strument  were  based  on  roles  and 
behaviors  of  both  men  and  women,”  the 
report  states.  And  monitor  Barbara 
Johnson  of  Denver,  Colo.,  noted  that 
“men  were  just  as  stereotyped  as  women 
.  .  ,  seldom  shown  as  fathers,  seldom 
shown  doing  anything  around  the  home 


By  SH.ARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

COLORADO  SPRINGS.  Col.  -  United 
Methodist  church  business  ad¬ 
ministrators  meeting  here  last  week 
chose  stepped-up  continuing  education 
programs  and  increased  services  as 
their  organization’s  main  drives  for  the 
year  ahead. 

Membership  in  the  fast-growing 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Church 
Business  Administrators  (UMCBA) 
jumped  from  35  in  mid-1975  to  150  last 
month.  It  includes  full-time  and  part- 
time  church  employees,  plus  a  sprinkling 
of  volunteers  who  work  as  treasurers,  ad¬ 
ministrators,  financial  secretaries,  ad¬ 
ministrative  secretaries  and  assistants. 
According  to  John  C.  Espie,  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  which  sponsors  the  UMCBA, 
most  members  work  in  the  churches  with 
more  than  1,000  members. 

Still  at  the  “dream  stage”  is  the 
possibility  of  one  administrator  working 


for  a  cluster  of  10  to  12  smaller  churches 
so  that  financial,  office,  personnel  and 
property  management  would  be  within 
reach  of  every  church,  Mr.  Espie  said. 

At  present  UMCBA  members  are 
available  to  churches  that  request  help  in 
getting  their  business  and  administrative 
house  in  order.  The  organization  hopes  to 
increase  this  review  and  recom¬ 
mendation  service. 

Efforts  to  upgrade  skills  of  UMCBA 
members  through  a  continuing  education 
and  certification  program  got  a  boost 


this  summer  as  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Ga.,  conducted  a  new  two-week 
program  for  church  business  ad¬ 
ministrators.  Two  weeks  one  summer,  a 
one  year  project  and  another  two  weeks 
the  next  summer,  plus  the  home  study 
course  in  history,  policy  and  doctrine 
prepares  a  person  for  certification,  Mr. 
Espie  said. 

Participation  in  the  new  “diaconal 
ministry”  of  the  church  is  also  open  to 
certified  administrators. 


Church  management  aid 
available ,  says  director 


l 


Wocld 
Service 
is  you 


You  are  one  of  the  people  in  the 
World  Service  slogan:  “People 
Serving  People."  —  You  and 
every  member  of  your  church  — 
indispensable  members  of  the 
World  Service  team  ministering  in 
the  name  and  spiritof  Jesus  Christ. 
World  Service  —  United 
Methodists  helping  meet  the 
needs  of  people  everywhere  — 
even  in  your  own  church.  More 
than  half  the  year  is  past.  Has 
your  church  paid  one-half  of  its 
1976  World  Service  appor¬ 
tionment? 

For  more  information  on  how  you 
are  twice-blessed  —  in  giving 
and  in  receiving  —  through 
World  Service  write: 


United  Methodist 
.  Communications, 
1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  III.  60201 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

OVERL A  ND 
PARK,  Ks.  —  Sup¬ 
pose  you’re  a  re¬ 
tired  business  per¬ 
son  with  a  lifetime 1 
of  administrative 
skills  behind  you 
and  too  much  ener- 
gy  to  go  home  and  Floy  TJarnes" 
sit  by  the  fire.  You  might  be  the  answer 
to  prayers  for  a  small  church  in  need  of  a 
part-time  business  administrator  —  if 
you  had  some  training  in  church  man¬ 
agement. 

Or  suppose  you’re  the  pastor  of  a  small 
church  where  you  also  have  to  wear  the 
hat  of  business  administrator.  You’d 
really  welcome  some  training  in.  church 
business  management. 

These  are  the  kinds  of  service  op¬ 
portunities  that  excite  Mrs.  Floy  Barnes, 
a  United  Methodist  who  is  executive 
director  of  the  National  Association  of 
Church  Business  Administrators 
(NACBA)  headquartered  in  the  Kansas 
City  area. 

Both  the  NACBA  and  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Church 
Business  Administrators  (see  related 
story  this  page)  met  last  week.  They  are 
held  in  conjunction  each  year  to  provide 
maximum  ecumenical  participation. 

Mrs.  Barnes,  who  for  20  years  served 
as  administrator  of  Old  Mission  UMC 
here,  told  TM/  UMR  that  the  national 
association  and  denominational  associa¬ 
tions  reinforce  each  other.  The  ecumen¬ 
ical  group  emphasizes  general  manage¬ 
ment  skills  and  denominational  groups 
emphasize  information,  programs  and 
policies  peculiar  to  their  particular 
church. 

Church  business  administration  is  a 
“wide  open  field  with  great  potential” 
she  believes.  With  well  over  500  mem¬ 
bers,  the  major  project  for  the 
association  continues  to  be  improving 
management  in  large  churches  that 
already  have  or  are  evaluating  their 
need  for  professional  help. 

“The  next  major  project  will  be  small 
churches.  The  future  of  management  for 


small  churches  is  to  share  a  manager.  It 
would  be  helpful  to  get  some  guidelines 
on  paper  about  how  this  could  be  done,” 
she  said.  The  NACBA’s  consulting  ser¬ 
vice  to  help  a  church  explore  whether 
they  could  be  more  effective  by  having 
an  administrator  could  be  helpful  to  any 
church,  large  or  small. 

Also  a  consecrated  lay  worker  in  the 
Kansas  East  Conference,  Mrs.  Barnes  is 
quick  to  stress  the  difference  between 
managing  church  business  and 
managing  another  kind  of  business. 

“Business  skills  are  basic  in  both,”  she 
says.  "But  in  business  you’re  working  for 
profit.  In  the  church  you’re  working  for 
and  with  people.  The  Christian  per¬ 
spective  and  a  desire  to  be  of  service  are 
vital.”  NACBA’s  home  study  course  em¬ 
phasizes  two  basic  phases:  Christian  per¬ 
spective  and  stewardship. 

Mrs.  Barnes  took  over  her  position  af¬ 
ter  her  predecessor  died  of  a  heart  at¬ 
tack.  Has  it  made  any  difference  in  the 
mostly-male  organization  that  its  direc¬ 
tor  is  a  female?  “I  believe  they’ve  ac¬ 
cepted  me  completely,”  she  said. 


A  n  evangelist  sister 
NEW  YORK  —  Ruth  Carter  Staple- 
ton  is  an  evangelist  who  also  happens 
to  be  the  sister  of  Jimmy  Carter,  the 
Democratic  nominee  for  President. 
Mrs.  Stapleton  is  a  Southern  Baptist 
like  her  brother  and  for  eight  years 
has  been  involved  in  the  healing 
ministry. 

She  says  she  does  not  consider 
herself  a  “faith  healer”  because  she 
does  not  have  a  special  gift  of  healing, 
but  says  she  applies  parallel  premises 
of  psychology  and  Christ’s  loving 
acceptance  of  those  who  consider 
themselves  unloved,  unlovable  and 
unaccepted.  “The  whole  basis  of 
healing  is  acceptance  of  oneself,”  she 
states.  “When  you  do  that,  you  can 
accept  other  people  and  become 
aware  of  acceptance  of  God.” 
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Giving  record  set  by  United 
Methodists  for  first  six  months 


Coming  in  September 

and  holt<5  of* 

Yl 


Ml 


helping  you  plan  and  put  it  all  together 

A  new  concept  in  worship  resourcing  .  .  .  designed  especially 
for  the  laity  ...  to  help  you  plan  and  create  imaginative  wor¬ 
ship  .  .  .  using  both  traditional  and  contemporary  forms. 

Each  monthly  issue  will  include  articles  and  ideas  related  to 
a  timely  theme.  The  first  issue  of  “Nuts  and  Bolts”  will  focus  on 
stewardship.  October  will  take  a  look  at  Advent  and  Christmas. 

Don’t  miss  out  on  this  exciting  new  worship  resource  -  sub¬ 
scribe  todav! 


Yes!  1  want  to  receive  1 1  issues  of  “Nuts  and  Bolts  of  Worship”  for  just  $7.00. 
Send  my  subscription  to: 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

Please  include  check  for  $7.00.  payable  to  Selah.  Limited,  and  mail  to  P.O. 
Box  332,  Waldorf,  Maryland,  20601.  


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  United  Methodists 
set  records  in  giving  the  first  six  months 
of  1976,  both  to  general  funds  and  to  the 
Advance,  according  to  reports  released 
here  last  month  by  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

Contributions  through  June  30  totaled 
$26.4  million,  an  increase  of  over  nine 
percent  above  the  same  period  a  year 
ago.  Continuing  to  pace  the  funds  is 
giving  for  hunger  alleviation  and  other 
projects  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  up  just  over 
43  percent  from  the  first  six  months  of 
1975. 

Support  of  World  Service,  the  church’s 
basic  program  fund,  totaled  $8.2  million 
through  June  30,  up  4.5  percent  from  a 
year  ago. 

Income  for  the  Advance,  voluntary 
“second-mile”  selected  giving,  in¬ 
creased  almost  16  percent  during  the 
same  period.  And,  compared  with  the 
same  six  months  in  1972,  Advance  giving 
has  almost  doubled  in  1976  (91.7  percent). 

Asked  how  he  explains  the 
“remarkable”  increase  in  “second-mile 
giving,”  Dr.  Joe  Walker,  director  of  the 
Advance,  told  TM/UMR.  there  are  at 
least  four  reasons:  (1)  People  are 
looking  for  reliable  channels  and  the  Ad¬ 
vance  has  been  able  to  prove  it  is 
reliable;  (2)  There  is  a  trend  toward 
selective  giving  as  people  set  their  own 
priorities  for  the  use  of  their  money  ;  (3) 
The  emergence  of  the  hunger  issue;  and 
(4)*  More  exposure  for  the  Advance 
throughout  the  denomination. 

Dr.  Walker  said  there  is  no  doubt  “the 
biggest  giving  drawing  card”  is  any 
emergency,  such  as  the  Guatemalan 
earthquake.  But,  he  noted  that  a  drive  for 
increased  mission  support  attracted  a 
million  dollars  each  of  the  last  three 
years. 

Despite  gains  in  giving  to  World 
Missions  Advance  Specials  during  June, 
there  is  still  an  over-all  decrease  for  this 
category  from  the  same  six  months  in 
1975. 


Dr.  Walker  said  it  may  be  the  result  of 
“increasing  self-concern  for  national 
needs  and  a  general  drawing  back  from 
involvement  abroad.” 

The  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  chief 
fiscal  officer  for  the  denomination,  said 
that  a  large  percentage  of  the  increase 
shows  up  in  giving  to  humanitarian 
causes  which  continue  to  attract 
generous  giving,  but  he  also  credited  the 
general  increase  to  the  denomination 
doing  a  better  job  of  interpretation. 

He  said  members  know  more  about 
what  happens  to  their  money  and  the 
church  has  been  keeping  ahead  of  in¬ 
flation. 


—  inside  or  out,  in  fact,  seldom  home!  ” 

Of  the  1,095  characters  portrayed  in  the 
19  situation  comedies  and  25  adventure- 
dramas  viewed  during  the  monitoring 
period  from  November  1975  through 
February  1976,  only  345,  or  32  percent, 
were  female,  although  women  comprise 
51  percent  of  the  population.  Sur¬ 
prisingly,  the  ratio  of  female  to  male 
characters  was  lower  in  the  family 
viewing  hour. 

The  report  also  revealed  that  the  six 
programs  monitored  with  leading  female 
characters  (Rhoda,  Phyllis,  Mary  Tyler 
Moore,  Maude,  One  Day  at  a  Time  and 
Police  Woman)  were  “not  substantially 
different  from  the  rest  of  the  sample  in 
their  portrayal  of  female  characters.” 
The  major  exception  was  at  the  point  of 
problem  resolution  where  the  female 
characters  in  Maude,  Mary  Tyler  Moore 
and  One  Day  at  a  Time  had  problems 
“resolved  mainly  by  other  females  or  by 
themselves  and  lastly  by  other  males.” 

Employment  picture  distorted 

“One  of  the  largest  differences  found 
between  the  television  world  and  the  real 
world  was  in  employment,”  the  report 
states.  “U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
statistics  for  1975  indicate  that  40  percent 
of  those  employed  in  the  nation  were 
female.  In  our  sample  of  1,095  charac¬ 
ters,  22  percent  were  female.” 

Within  the  employed  group  portrayed, 
15  categories  “showed  stereotypic  iden¬ 
tification  of  male  and  female  em¬ 
ployment.”  Clerical  workers  were  95  per¬ 
cent  female,  five  percent  male  during 
adult  viewing  hours,  100  percent  female 

U.M.  rituals  readied 


during  family  viewing  hours;  persons  in 
the  legal  profession  were  92  percent  male 
during  adult  viewing  times,  100  percent 
male  in  the  family  viewing  time.  Doctors 
were  95  percent  male  during  the  later 
hours,  100  percent  during  family  viewing 
hours;  while  nurses  were  100  percent 
female  in  adult  viewing  times,  85.7  per¬ 
cent  during  earlier  hours. 

In  the  area  of  interpersonal  relations, 
“both  male  and  female  characters  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  twice  as  often  for  other 
male  characters  as  for  other  female 
characters  in  the  solving  of  problems,” 
according  to  the  report.  And  in  problem 
resolution,  “more  than  twice  as  many 
problems  were  solved  by  other  males  as 
by  other  females.”  And  while  one  out  of 
three  females  was  portrayed  in  a  family 
role,  only  one  out  of  five  males  was  so 
portrayed. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  ratio  of  male  to 
female  characters  was  higher  in  ad¬ 
venture-drama  programs  (70.4  percent 
to  29.6  percent)  than  in  situation 
comedies  (65.7  to  34.3).  Also,  concerning 
the  importance  of  characters  to  program 
plots,  the  percentage  of  male  characters 
was  highest  in  major  roles,  lowest  in 
minor  roles,  while  the  statistics  for 
female  characters  reflects  a  reverse 
situation. 

Summing  up  the  monitoring  ex¬ 
perience,  the  report  states,  “We  are  a 
nation  of  uncritical,  semiskilled 
television  viewers  .  .  .  monitor  after 
monitor  expressed  surprise  at  their  own 
uncritical  viewing  habits,  and  at  the  pat¬ 
terns  they  discovered  in  filling  out  the 
monitoring  instruments. 


Footwashing ,  anyone? 


NASHVILLE,  (UMC)  -  Rituals  for 
footwashing,  naming,  dying  and  divor¬ 
cing  are  included  in  a  new  128-page  book 
to  be  released  in  October  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Entitled  “Ritual  in  a  New  Day:  An  In¬ 
vitation,”  the  book  will  also  include  a 
section  on  “endings  and  beginnings” 
with  attention  to  such  diverse  occasions 
as  the  blessing  of  a  new  home,  in¬ 
stallation  of  a  new  pastor,  sending  a 
family  to  a  different  congregation  and 
the  disbanding  of  a  church  school  class. 

The  book  has  been  created  as  a  part  of 
the  Alternate  Rituals  Project  of  the  sec¬ 
tion  on  worship  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Heading  a  task  force  on  the 
“Cultural  Context  of  Ritual”  which 
produced  the  new  resource  is  the  Rev. 
Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  intent  of  the  project,  according  to 
Ms.  Powers,  is  not  to  replace  existing 
rituals  and  orders  of  worship  but  to 
provide  alternatives  that  are  more  con¬ 
temporary  and  ecumenical  than  those 
now  available. 

People  in  any  culture  have  their  own 
rituals  ranging  from  Thanksgiving  din¬ 
ner  at  Grandmother’s  to  puberty  rites, 
but  Ms.  Powers  believes  that  the  church 
has  not  incorporated  these  meaningful 
events  into  the  life  of  the  community  of 
believers. 

“The  church  should  pick  up  significant 
experiences  in  the  lives  of  its  people,” 
she  said.  “Rituals  shape  our  being  and 
are  a  way  of  declaring  who  we  are  and 
what  we  are  about.” 

Just  as  earlier  cultures  had  rituals  for 
puberty,  Ms.  Powers  said  today  a 
modern  version  of  the  same  ritual  might 
be  giving  a  youngster  keys  to  the  car  for 
the  first  time. 

Concerned  that  persons  may  misun¬ 
derstand  the  ritual  on  divorcing  if  they  do 
not  read  the  new  book,  Ms.  Powers  is 
quick  to  emphasize  that  the  task  force  is 
neither  condoning  nor  condemning  di¬ 
vorce  but  is  recognizing  the  reality  of  it  in 
today’s  world. 

“We  affirm  the  sanctity  of  marriage,” 
she  declares,  “but  the  church  must 


respond  with  gifts  of  pastoral  care  to 
people  who  are  hurting.  Rituals  are  not 
alien  to  pastoral  care.  The  church  should 
play  a  clear  role  in  broken  marriages 
just  as  it  does  when  a  person  dies.” 

Interest  in  the  ritual  of  footwashing, 
the  task  force  says,  is  “born  of  the  an¬ 
cient  and  contemporary  cultural  need  to 
cut  through  the  barriers  of  rank  and 
status  that  divide  persons  into  master 
and  servant,  slave  and  free,  black  and 
white,  male  and  female.” 

Concerning  the  ritual  of  naming,  the 
task  force  members  say  they  have  been 
stimulated  by  growing  awareness  of  the 
“shaping  power”  of  a  name. 

And  ritual  for  use  with  persons  who  are 
dying  has  been  explored  in  response  to  an 
increasing  awareness  with  which  many 
persons  are  today  facing  their  own 
deaths  and  the  more  adequate  and  forthr 
right  preparation  for  death  that  persons 
now  make. 

“The  search  here  is  for  appropriate 
and  redemptive  ways  to  help  a  dying  per¬ 
son  complete  life  and  faithfully  embrace 
inevitable  death,”  the  authors  say. 

The  rituals  are  not  meant  to  be  official 
rituals  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  are  not  to  be  confused  with 
sacraments,  Ms.  Powers  warns. 

Chairperson  of  the  entire  Alternate 
Rituals  Project  is  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  professor  H.  Grady  Hardin, 
Dallas,  Tex. 

The  new  book  may  be  ordered  from 
Cokesbury  (Item  #364590)  for  $3.75. 


TM /(  MR ‘s  n  e iv  p ress 

DALLAS  —  TM/UMR  Productions 
press  manager  George  Wilhelm  inspects 
a  copy  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
just  off  the  new  Harris  V-15A  press  in¬ 
stalled  here  last  month.  Mr.  Wilhelm  said 
the  new  press  will  improve  the  print 
quality  of  TM/  UMR  editions  and  re¬ 
duced  waste.  The  press  is  capable  of 
printing  18,000  copies  per  hour.  Equipped 
with  two  folders,  the  four  unit  press  can 
print  two  different  sets  of  newspapers  at 
the  same  time. 


Classified 

RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  In  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  Insertion. 

ECONOMY  PRINTING,  typesetting  for  Church  - 
Circle  -  Class  directories,  rosters.  Also  booklets, 
pamphlets,  manuscripts,  etc.  Complete  service  by 
mall.  Free  estimates.  Box  5521.  Richardson,  Tex. 
75060. 

DELUX  MOTOR  COACH  tours  with  experienced 
escorts,  prices  Include  everything  except  noon  day 
meals  -  no  tipping  -  no  hidden  extras  -  full  refund 
policy  -  Grand  Ole  Opry  -  July  23  departure,  4  days 
$150.  California  Circle  tour  -  2  departures  June  and 
July.  15  days  $525.  Eastern  Canada  -  Gaspe  Penln- 
sula  ■  New  England,  June  25  departure,  also  Sep- 
tember  Foliage  departure.  19  days  $753.  Pacific 
Northwest.  August  7  and  8  departure,  22  days  $860. 
New  England  fall  foliage.  September  27.  13  days. 
$545.  Write  for  brochure  and  day  by  day  details:  Dan 
Dlpert  Tour.  Box  580.  Arlington. Tex.  76010,  (817)  265- 
2236. 

X-RAY  TECHNICIAN  NEEDED  at  United 
Methodist  Red  Bird  Mission  Hospital  In  Southeastern 
Kentucky.  Wonderful  opportunity  to  work  In  a 
Christian  environment  and  serve  the  Lord.  Contact 
Edward  T.  Ehresman,  Director  Red  Bird  Mission. 
Beverly,  Ky.  40913. 

ISRAEL  SLIDES  -  Free  Catalog  listing  color  slides 
of  the  Holy  Land,  ofierlng  good  coverage  of  Its  places 
of  holy  and  historical  Interest.  Available  with 
commentary.  B.  L.  Slides,  P.O.  Box  434-G.  Slayton. 
Ore.  97383. 

TOUR  ISRAEL  Including  Bethlehem.  Nazareth. 
Jerusalem.  Caesarea.  Sea  of  Galilee  departing 
November  23.  Israeli  Folklore  evening,  plus  Israeli 
home  visit.  $799.  Optional  return  via  Athens  or 
Rome.  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129, 
Waco,  Tex.  76707. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordlnators  needed.  Host 
•  a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours,  Box  660515.  Miami  Springs. 
Fla.  33166. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30  years  In 
business.  Samples,  price  lists,  testimonials  sent  on 
request.  412-A  South  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201. 
<214)-747-4540. 

JAPAN.  TAIPEI.  Hong  Kong,  Bangkok,  Singapore. 
Deluxe  hotels.  Option:  Missions.  Nov.  3.  Depart 
Dallas.  Lubbock,  Amarillo.  Dr.  Kirk,  3005  59th, 
Lubbock.  Tex.  79413. 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your  congre- 
gallon.  Contact:  Allen  Miller,  United  Church 
Directories,  Box  7732,  Waco,  Texas  76710. 

WANTED  -  Individual  to  administer  total  music 
ministry  for  2,000  member  metropolitan  church  In 
Jackson.  Miss.  Salary  $13.000-$15.000.  Send 
references,  credentials  and  picture  to  Cley  F.  Lee, 
Galloway  Memorial  UMC,  Box  1092.  Jackson.  Mias. 
39205. 

'RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  H1U  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park,  1850  Alice  St., 
Oakland.  Calif.  94612. 

WANTED:  ADULT  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  by  Aug. 
16th.  First  UMC.  Hayward,  Calif.  800-member 
church.  Send  resume  Attn.  GM.  1183  B  Street. 
Hayward.  Calif.  94541. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

blowers  (.usliion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MI5-9203  Keene,  Texas  76059 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED  at  Henderson  Settlement 
(a  project  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  U.M.C.) 
as  Bookkeeper.  Office  Clerk,  and  Maintenance 
Foreman.  Room  and  Board  provided.  Write  or  phone 
Rev.  Don  Stllwell.  Henderson  Settlement.  Frakes. 
Ky.  40940.  (606)  337-3613. 
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SPECIAL! 

Bicentennial 

Events 


The  Spirit  of  1976 

Conference  Churches  celebrate  the  Bicentennial 


The  Bell  -  Many 


Covenant  Rock  -  Broadmoor.  Shreveport 


Churches  of  the  Conference  are 
celebrating  the  Bicentennial  year  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  but  with  a  common  pur¬ 
pose  of  paying  tribute  to  a  great  Nation 
under  God.  In  the  Christian  spirit,  and 
with  renewed  effort  to  enrich  the  already 
rich  heritage  which  is  a  part  of  our  coun¬ 
try  and  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana,  celebrations  have  been  color¬ 
ful,  dignified,  full  of  fun,  and  marked  by 
laughter,  thoughtfulness  and  renewed 
dedication. 

From  across  our  state  have  come 
reports  of  some  of  the  celebrations.  Ex¬ 
cellent  photographs  have  been  sent  to 
this  newspaper,  and  it  is  with  deep  regret 
that  we  have  to  make  the  decision  not  to 
run  them  all.  We  have  tried  to  select  a 
representative  number,  add  a  few  notes 
about  celebrations  and  special  events, 
and  present  them  in  this  limited  space  as 
our  church’s  contribution  to  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  year. 

The  churches  of  Bayou  Vista  and  Pat¬ 
terson  joined  hands  to  celebrate  Fourth 
of  July  and  our  nation’s  200th  birthday. 
The  Rev.  T.  F.  King,  one  of  our  Con¬ 
ference’s  retired  ministers,  presented  a 
brief  message  on  what  America  means  to 
him.  Le  An  Khuong,  a  Vietnamese 
refugee  also  made  a  statement  on  the 
meaning  of  America  to  him.  Worship 
Services,  communion,  and  then 
fellowship  and  fun  helped  to  make  it  a 
gala  occasion.  George  H.  Sherman,  Jr.  is 
pastor.  v 

At  Blackwater  Church  the  Adult  Choir 
presented  “In  God  We  Trust,”  a  musical 
celebration.  The  Teenage  Choir  presen¬ 
ted  “God  Planted  A  Drum.”  Other  wor¬ 
ship  activities  on  July  4th  centered 
around  the  Bicentennial  theme.  Lonnie 
M.  Sibley  is  pastor. 

Some  very  interesting  items  were 
shared  by  the  congregation  of  St.  Mark’s 
Church,  Monroe,  during  their  Bicen¬ 
tennial  observance  which  was  held  in 
May  (Heritage  Sunday).  The  pastor,  the 
Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson,  shared  a  127  year  old 
Methodist  Hymnal  given  to  him  by  his 
mother.  He  also  shared  a  117-year  old 
Methodist  Discipline  given  to  him  by  his 
mother-in-law.  Members  of  the 
congregation  also  shared  “antique”  or 
cherished  items:  baby  boots  of  long  ago; 
old  Bibles;  a  steer’s  horn  turned  to  din¬ 
ner  horn,  age  127  years;  a  Civil  War 
pistol,  and  many  other  interesting 
pieces.  Speeches  were  made  on 
Methodist  history  and  emphasis  was 
placed  on  the  influence  of  the  Wesley 
family. 

At  Zwolle  Church  on  Heritage  Sunday 
members  of  forty  or  more  years  were 
honored.  These  six  persons  have  given  a 
total  of  296  years  of  uninterrupted  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  Church  and  community.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  honoring  the  longtime  mem¬ 
bers,  an  historical  sketch  of  the  church 


Haven  Church  decorations 


was  presented.  The  Rev.  Robert  A.  Led- 
den  states  that  the  members  honored 
were:  Mrs.  Carl  Willis,  60 years;  Randall 
Parrott,  53  years;  Charles  Pearson,  50 
years;  Mrs.  Edna  Corley,  46  years;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  McComic,  45  years;  and  Mrs. 
O.  L.  Salter,  42  years. 

The  Melville-Palmetto  Charge,  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman,  Pastor,  held  a 
special  Bicentennial-theme  worship, 
followed  by  an  Old  Fashioned  potluck 
dinner  on  the  “ground”  (floor).  In  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  a  significant  Bicentennial 
program  was  presented,  using  the 
patriotic  theme.  Former  pastors  and 
their  families,  and  many  friends  of  the 
community  joined  in  the  festivities. 
Many  wore  colonial  costumes.  VCS  also 
closed  that  day. 

Quoting  from  the  OUACHITA 
CITIZEN,  West  Monroe:  “The  grounds 
oU  Fjcst  United  Methodist  of  West 
Monroe,  looked  as  if  the  year  were  1776 
when  they  had  the  church-wide  Bicen¬ 
tennial  celebration  on  Sunday,  June 
13  .  .  .”  Indeed,  First  Church  had  so 
many  good  pictures  of  the  event,  it  was 
difficult  to  select  one  for  our  limited 
space.  The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton  is 
serving  his  eighth  year  as  pastor.  We  are 
printing  on  this  page  one  of  the  excellent 
pictures  of  their  celebration. 

First  Church,  Bastrop,  had  special 
celebrations  on  Heritage  Sunday.  On  that 
day  a  granite  marker  was  placed  by  the 
original  side  walk  which  led  to  the  old 
church  that  was  torn  down  more  than  50 
years  ago.  It  gives  the  date  of  the  original 
land  grant  from  the  Police  Jury  to  the 
church  -  December  1, 1859. 

In  keeping  with  the  Bicentennial, 
members  of  the  UMW  of  the  Benton 
Church  pieced  and  quilted  an  old- 
fashioned  quilt.  During  a  recent  service, 
it  was  presented  to  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  Krumnow  by  Mrs.  John  Bear¬ 
den,  on  behalf  of  the  UMW  and  the  entire 
church. 

The  Rev.  Tom  M.  Lancaster,  pastor  of 
Louisiana  Memorial  Church,  Opelousas, 
sent  us  two  photographs  of  Bicentennial 
signs  placed  in  front  of  the  church.  They 
are  a  constant  and  visible  reminder  of 
our  Christian,  denominational  and 
national  heritage. 

As  a  part  of  the  Bicentennial  tradition, 
Jonesboro  Church  dressed  up  for 
Heritage  Sunday!  The  T.E.  Colvin,  Jr. 
family  dressed  in  18th  Century  costumes 
and  participated  in  the  services,  which 
also  featured  distribution  of  the 
Medallions. 

Asbury  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
celebrated  its  annual  Tea  as  a  Bicen¬ 
tennial  event  this  year.  Sponsored  by  the 
UMW,  the  theme  was  carried  out  in 
decorations  and  costume.  A  correspon¬ 
dent  writes  that  it  was  . . .  successful  both 
spiritually  and  financially  .  .  .”  with 
proceeds  amounting  to  $1,109.  Visitors 
from  the  District  UMW  included  Mrs. 
Chris  Hall.  Mrs.  Walter  Brock,  and  Mrs. 
O.  Prophet. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  St.  An¬ 
drew,  New  Orleans,  held  a  Bicentennial 
program  and  lunch  in  May,  honoring  the 
Senior  Citizens  of  the  church.  Twenty- 
four  “V.I.P’s”  were  there,  and  the  guest 
speaker  was  Mrs.  Lottie  Polazzo,  who 
read  from  the  diary  of  her  great¬ 
grandfather,  who  was  a  Methodist  Cir¬ 
cuit  Rider.  Members  dressed  in 
costumes  for  the  occasion,  and  also  wore 
these  costumes  along  with  children  of  the 


Bell  Choir  (youth)  -  Slidell 


church  at  the  Bicentennial  church  ser¬ 
vices. 

First  Church,  Slidell,  the  Rev.  Phil 
Woodland,  Pastor,  celebrated  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Sunday  on  July  4th  with  special 
worship  services  and  an  old  fashioned 
picnic  on  the  grounds.  Mrs.  Woodland 
directed  one  of  the  Bell  Choirs  on  the 
steps  of  the  church  in  “ringing  out" 
patriotic  songs. 

Haven  Church,  New  Orleans,  held  a 
unique  Bicentennial  ceremony  earlier  in 
the  spring,  when  the  Senior  Usher  Board 
conducted  a  “Singspirational.”  The  em¬ 
phasis  was  placed  on  the  Black  heritage 
in  America  through  the  songs  of  Negro 
Slaves,  according  to  the  Rev.  Kenneth  M. 
Fisher,  Pastor.  The  melodies  were 
highlighted  by  narration  based  on  the 
book  “The  Souls  of  Black  Folks.”  A  skit, 
readings,  singing  of  the  National  An¬ 
them,  and  appropriate  red,  white  and 
blue  decorations  helped  to  make  this 
event  a  memorable  one. 

Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport, 
dedicated  two  covenant  rocks  on  In¬ 
dependence  Sunday,  July  4,  as  part  of 
their  Bicentennial  celebration.  The  rocks 
were  placed  in  front  of  the  Sanctuary  as  a 


reminder  to  the  people  who  come  to 
church  that  they  have  made  cove¬ 
nants  with  God,  their  country,  and 
their  fellowman,  and  it  is  important 
that  these  covenants  be  kept.  An 
appropriate  Service  of  Dedication  was 
included.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  Pastor. 

On  July  Fourth,  1976,  the  Church  Bell 
of  the  Many  Church  rang  out  at  one 
o’clock  to  celebrate  the  200th  birthday  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  This  was 
the  first  time  the  bell  had  rung  in  many 
years,  and  members  refer  to  it  as  an 
“Ecumenical  Bell.”  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  a  part  of  other 
denominations  in  the  community.  The 
history  of  the  bell  and  the  Many  Church 
is  a  long  and  interesting  one,  with  the 
first  Methodist  church  dating  back  to 
1846  in  that  community.  A  church 
spokesman  said:  “The  bell’s  deep  tones 
not  only  rang  out  the  two  hundreth 
birthday  of  the  United  States  .  .  . 
but  rang  out  the  friendship  and  Christian 
spirit  that  exists  among  all  the  churches 
in  Many,  Sabine  Parish,  Louisiana.” 

This  statement  epitomizes  the  spirit 
among  the  many  churches  throughout 
our  Louisiana  Conference. 


The  Colvins  - 
Jonesboro 


At  the  farewell  banquet  for  Bishop  Crutchfield,  the  honoree, 
the  Bishop,  stated,  “If  you  really  want  to  give  me  a  memorable 
farewell  gift  —  one  that  I  shall  always  treasure  —  make  this  ef¬ 
fort  to  secure  a  new  home  at  Lafon  a  success.”  The  Bishop’s 
parting  remarks  came  in  the  midst  of  a  section  of  his  speech  en¬ 
titled  "Promises  to  Keep.”  He  stated  that  we  had  a  promise,  a 
covenant,  a  dream  of  more  than  110  years’  duration  for  Lafon 
and  its  continuing  ministry  to  the  elderly  and  the  needy.  The  en¬ 
tire  conference  is  pledging  itself  to  give  Bishop  Finis  Crut¬ 
chfield  this  farewell  gift,  a  successful  Lafon  drive.  Soon  you  will 
hear  from  your  district  superintendent  and  your  pastor,  and 
every  church  will  have  completed  its  pledging  by  September  30. 

Four  distinguished  laymen  have  already  been  added  to  the  ef¬ 
fort  in  New  Orleans.  They  are  Mr.  Murray  Fincher,  General 
Chairman,  Mr.  Charles  Teamer,  Vice-Chairman,  Mr.  John 
Owensby,  Building  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Joe  Kelly,  Associate 
Building  Chairman. 

Out  across  the  state  and  in  the  districts  the  material  will  soon 
be  received,  and  the  effort  will  joyfully  be  underway.  Plan  now 
to  participate. 


Asbury  UMW  dresses  up 


First  Church.  Bastrop  -  group  admires  Bicentennial  marker. 


Choir  of  First  Church.  West  Monroe,  under  direction  of  Henry  Camp,  helped  to 
celebrate  Bicentennial  Day.  (photo,  courtesy  Hunt  Studio) 
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Questions  of  war  face  Rhodesians 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe)  is  increasingly 
moving  toward  civil  war  and  United 
Methodists  are  involved  in  both  the 
leadership  and  the  front-lines  of  that 
struggle. 

Like  Christians  in  other  nations  before 
them,  black  Rhodesian  Christians  have 
become  faced  with  a  decision  as  difficult 
as  any  which  followers  of  Christ  must 
ever  make:  Are  there  circumstances  un¬ 
der  which  a  follower  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  is  justified  in  taking  up  arms 
against  other  human  beings? 

Throughout  history  the  church’s  best 
minds  have  wrestled  with  this  question. 
Although  many  “personal”  decisions 
have  been  reached,  definitive  consensus 
has  been  lacking  —  leaving  the  question 
of  war  participation  mainly  up  to  in¬ 
dividual  Christian  conscience.  While 
German  theologian  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 
ended  his  journey  of  conscience  in  Nazi 
Germany  by  deciding  that  efforts  to  kill 
Adolph  Hitler  were  justified  as  the  lesser 
of  evils,  other  Christians  —  including 
American  civil  rights  leader  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  —  have  died  in  struggles 
which  rejected  any  resort  to  violence. 

In  Rhodesia,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  after  years  of 
fruitless  effort  to  bring  about  non-violent 
change,  has  decided  “temporary  vio¬ 
lence”  is  the  only  road  left  open  to  free¬ 
dom  for  6.5  million  blacks  who  have 
weathered  the  violence  and  human 
degradation  imposed  by  a  white  minority 
government  for  more  than  a  hundred 
years.  Having  concluded  that  non-violent 
means  will  never  bring  about  majority 
rule  and  freedom  for  blacks,  Bishop 
Muzorewa  —  from  a  post  in  exile  in 
Mozambique  —  heads  a  “liberation  ar¬ 
my”  already  involved  in  guerilla  war¬ 
fare  against  the  white  regime. 

‘Conviction’  is  a 
powerful  weapon 

When  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of 
Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe)  recently  was 
asked  by  TM/UMR  to  list  the  strongest 
weapon  of  black  liberation  forces  in 
Southern  Africa,  he  replied  without 
hesitation  in  a  single  word:  “Con¬ 
viction.”  (See  article  elsewhere  in  this 
issue.) 

“Conviction  is  a  terrific  power,  and  we 
are  determined,”  the  exiled  United 
Methodist  bishop  and  liberation 
movement  leader  said.  He  pointed  out 
the  difference  between  a  soldier  who  is 
fighting  for  his  freedom  and  a  soldier 
who  is  fighting  because  he  is  paid  to  do 
so. 

In  a  world  of  “super  weapons”  and 
mega-ton  hydrogen  bombs  some  persons 
might  be  tempted  to  scoff  at  such  a 
“quaint”  statement.  The  idea  that  “con¬ 
viction”  is  a  weapon  of  “terrific  power” 
seems  to  some  persons  to  be  romantic  at 
the  best  and  disasterously  naive  at  the 
worst. 

Such  a  statement  should  not,  however, 
appear  naive  to  Christians  and  others 
bound  together  by  faith.  The  historical 
evidence,  if  nothing  else,  points  time  and 
time  again  to  the  validity  of  such  an 
assessment.  Conviction  (or  lack  of  con¬ 
viction)  has  been  the  main  ingredient  in 
the  outcome  of  political  history  from  an¬ 
cient  Rome  to  Vietnam.  In  this  Bicen¬ 
tennial  year  few  persons  could  deny  the 
role  conviction  played  in  our  own 
nation’s  beginnings. 

In  the  history  of  Christianity  the  power 
of  conviction  is  even  more  evident.  It  was 
conviction,  not  strength,  that  caused  a 
tiny  band  of  disciples  to  begin  changing 
the  world.  It  was  conviction,  not 
strength,  which  drove  and  is  driving  per¬ 
sons  in  mission  around  the  world  to  make 
a  difference  for  Christ  in  spite  of  tremen¬ 
dous  odds  and  obstacles. 

We  thank  Bishop  Muzurewa  for  re¬ 
minding  us  again  of  just  how  important 
our  conviction  is.  It  is  no  less  important 
in  the  church  in  America  today  than  it  is 
in  the  church  in  Rhodesia.  It  was  no  more 
important  to  the  faith  of  our  forefathers 
than  it  is  to  our  own  faith  in  1976. 


As  was  the  case  with  other  great 
Christians  before  him.  Bishop 
Muzorewa 's  decision  has  not  come 
easily.  He  is  a  man  who  is  repulsed  by 
violence  —  a  man  who  has  courageously, 
non- violently,  and  prayerfully  devoted 
his  life  to  trying  to  open  the  doors  of 
reconciliation  in  Rhodesia  so  persons  of 
all  races  can  live  in  harmony  and 
equality.  But  after  suffering  more  than 
most  Christians  ever  could  —  including 
imprisonment  and  attempts  on  his  life  — 
he  has  turned  to  armed  revolution. 

Is  the  bishop  right  or  wrong? 
Removed  from  the  oppression  and  the 
battle-fronts  and  the  prayer  vigils, 
American  Christians  stand  crippled  to 
decide  that  issue.  What  we  can  be  sure  of 
is  that  Bishop  Muzorewa  and  others  who 
rally  around  him  believe  with  sincere 
Christian  conviction  that  they  are 
engaged  in  a  cause  which  is  right. 

American  Christians  and  other 
Christians  around  the  world  can  do  little 
more  than  respect  that  conviction  and  of¬ 
fer  their  prayers  that  bloodshed  on  both 
sides  may  be  minimized,  and  that  the 
people  of  Rhodesia  —  both  black  and 
white  —  will  someday  walk  together  in 
brotherhood,  freedom,  and  peace 
through  the  grace  of  God. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  lonely  ones 
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They  walk  midst  streets 
of  misty  rain 
in  silent  search 
of  meanings 
and  a  friendly  face, 
some  hand  to  grasp, 
some  love  to  share. 

They  alone  can  comprehend 
the  hell  of  loneliness. 

Not  solitude, 

but  the  way  it  really  feels 

to  be  alone 

with  nothing, 

no  one  to  care, 

not  a  smile  to  be  found. 

And  ever  so  slowly 
the  night-black  shroud 
devours  them 
in  miniature  fragments, 
eating  away 
at  the  heart 
and  the  soul 
till  the  search 
falls  through 
and  the  bomb 


explodes. 

[  Ken  Kruzel,  1970] 


Here  I  Stand 

Institutionalism 
vs.  spirituality 


AUGUST  13, 1976 


By  GEORGE  GREER 

Writers  in  the  July  2  issue  of  the  Repor¬ 
ter  said  some  thought-provoking  things. 
One  of  them  emphasized  the  idea  that 
now  is  the  time  for  the  UMC  to  do  some 
serious  thinking  about  itself.  Those  of  us 
who  have  devoted  our  lives  to  the  church 
find  ourselves  in  whole-hearted 
agreement  with  that.  How  far  should  we 
go  with  that  serious  thinking? 

For  instance:  Is  one  of  the  problems 
the  one  that  besets  institutions  in 
general?  I  refer  to  the  three-phase  life  in 
institutions:  (1)  Charismatic  leader 
propounds  great  design  for  living;  (2) 
Enthusiastic  followers  form  organization 
to  propagate  said  design;  (3) 
Organization  grows  as  per  Parkinson’s 
Law  until  it  unintentionally  overshadows 
the  great  design. 

When  the  Christian  Gospel  came  into 
the  world,  it  had  an  upsetting  effect  upon 
the  religious  status  quo.  The  truth  of  the 
Gospel  was  incontrovertible,  yet  its  bit¬ 
terest  enemy  turned  out  to  be  religion. 


Aid  to  church-related  colleges  opposed 


To  the  Editor 

“High  court  ruling  praised”?  “United 
Methodists  back  aid  to  church  colleges”? 
These  headlines  I  saw  in  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  (July  9).  The 
question  marks  are  mine.  Question  one: 
did  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
presume  to  speak  for  an  official  United 
Methodist  position?  If  hot,  ivhy  was  the 
author  expressing  a  bias  that  clearly 
favored  the  advocates  of  tax  aid  to 
church  colleges? 

If  I  thought  that  my  church  had  aban¬ 
doned  its  more  than  200  year  support  of 
religious  freedom  I  would  withdraw  my 
membership.  If,  as  I  suspect,  it  repre¬ 
sents  the  position  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  I  will  not  renew  my  sub¬ 
scription. 

Our  country  was  founded  by  people 
who  knew  of  religious  persecution.  They 
had  seen  corruption  in  church-state  in¬ 
trigue,  and  the  inequity  of  religious 
favoritism.  Much  of  today’s  world  suf¬ 
fers  from  such  religious  suppression  and 
interference. 

Separation  of  church  and  state  must  be 
complete  and  uncompromising.  Tax  sup¬ 
port  for  church-affiliated  institutions  is 
the  subsidizing  of  religion.  It  gives  sup¬ 
port  for  what  church  members  through 
lack  of  necessary  conviction  and 
dedication  are  not  willing  to  maintain.  It 
requires  every  tax  payer  to  support 
religious  organizations  other  than  those 
to  which  they  belong  and  in  which  they 
believe. 

The  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court  was 
an  unexpected  shock  —  though  the 
courage  of  Justice  Stevens,  Stewart, 
Marshall  and  particularly  Brennan  was 
heartening. 

Because  of  government  loans  and 
grants  my  giving  to  church  colleges 
previous  to  the  current  year  has  been 
very  modest.  In  anticipation  of  a  much 
different  court  decision,  I  more  than 
doubled  my  previous  contributions.  As  a 
matter  of  principal  and  conviction,  such 
personal  support  will  be  discontinued  af¬ 
ter  the  current  year’s  commitments  have 
been  fulfilled.  The  meager  portion  of  my 
taxes  that  will  go  for  church  college  sup¬ 
port  will  be  perhaps  one  percent  of  my 
current  year’s  giving.  These  institutions 
cannot  and  should  not  expect  to  have  it 
both  ways.  Their  eventual  survival  as 
religious  institutions  is  dependent  upon 
their  independence  and  integrity. 

Charles  Painter 
Austin,  Minnesota 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/UMR  did  not 
express  an  editorial  opinion  regarding 
this  particular  ruling.  The  headline 
“United  Methodists  back  aid  to  church 
colleges”  referred  to  the  positions  stated 
by  several  United  Methodist  officials  in 
the  text  of  the  article. 

Slate  support  for 
collpgps  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

First  I  want  to  commend  you  on  your 
very  helpful  editorials  and  comments  on 
current  issues,  both  in  the  church  and 
generally.  The  General  Conference 
coverage  was  well  done,  and  we  are  a 
better  informed  church  for  your  good 
services. 

Regarding  the  current  enthusiastic  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  state  support  for  religious  in¬ 
stitutions:  History  in  our  own  USA  will 
support  the  truth  that  any  institution  that 
comes  to  “accept,”  or  “depend”  upon 
state  support  is  doomed  finally  to  be  con¬ 
trolled  and  directed  by  regulation ;  it  will 
inevitably  lose  complete  freedom  as  a 
Christian  institution. 

If  church  schools  are  valid  institutions, 
and  I  certainly  agree  that  they  are,  then 
we  as  Christians  must  be  willing  to  pay 
the  price  required  to  keep  them  alive  and 
on  the  job.  One  after  the  other  institution 
and  ministry  of  the  Christian  church  has 
allowed  itself  to  become  the  pawn  of  the 
political  scheme  by  simply  holding  its 
hands  out  to  accept  the  handouts  of  state 
and  federal  government.  That  is  not  the 
easy  or  sure  way  forward.  It  is  the  way 
into  certain  and  early  loss  of  Christian 
voice.  Wake  up  United  Methodists  and 
other  Christians  in  America. 

Ralph  W.  Rivers 
Tampa,  Florida 

Evangel  ic  a  Is  p  e  utilize  d 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  statement  attributed  to 
Dr.  Robert  Thornburg  that,  “there  is  just 
no  truth”  to  charges  that  United 
Methodist  ministers  who  announce  that 
they  are  conservative  evangelicals 


jeopardize  their  careers  (TM/UMR,  July 
23),  one  can’t  help  but  wonder  how  Dr. 
Thornburg  can  be  so  knowledgeable 
about  the  careers  of  some  forty  thousand 
ministers.  But  I  would  go  even  further 
and  say  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  an¬ 
nounce  that  one  is  a  conservative 
evangelical,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
become  known  as  one,  whether  that 
reputation  is  true  or  not,  to  jeopardize 
one’s  career. 

In  this  era  of  “quotas”  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  it  would  be  interesting 
to  know  how  many  ministers,  after 
having  announced  that  they  were  con¬ 
servative  evangelicals,  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  top  executive  positions  in  the 
general  boards  and  agencies,  how  many 
have  been  made  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  how  many  are  on  the  editorial 
staff  of  church  publications  or  other  top 
positions  in  the  church.  It  might  help 
determine  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the 
charge. 

As  for  me,  I  am  considered  as  a  con¬ 
servative  evangelical  by  my  colleagues 
in  the  ministry,  and  a  liberal  by  my 
parishioners,  but  I  refuse  to  accept  any 
label  as  descriptive. 

J.  P.  Greene 

Rural  Hall,  North  Carolina 
Evangelicals  accepted 
To  the  Editor: 

Maybe  the  time  is  overdue  for  some  lit¬ 
tle  guy  to  speak  out  candidly  for  our 
seminaries,  hierarchy  and  the  UMC  as  a 
whole  in  regard  to  those  good  clergyper- 
sons  who  feel  so  put  down,  persecuted 
and  passed  over  because  of  their  con¬ 
servative  theology  (TM/UMR,  July  16). 

For  years  I’ve  been  watching  friends 
from  as  far  back  as  high  school  days  be 
appointed  superintendents,  to  larger 
churches,  and  even  elected  bishops.  In 
plain  English,  it’s  because  they  have 
more  on  the  ball  than  I  have.  I  accept  this 
harsh  truth,  admire  these  friends,  and 
will  not  stoop  to  blaming  my  theology  for 
not  having  gone  farther. 

All  the  churches  I  know  will  accept  a 
pastor  who  believes  that  Jonah  was 
swallowed  by  the  whale  if  that  minister 
is  sincere  and  loving,  has  the  right  tal¬ 
ents,  and  will  do  his  work.  I  was  a 
Nazarene  and  graduated  from  a  small 
fundamentalist  college,  but  how  phony  it 
would  sound  to  claim  this  as  a  handicap 
when  my  own  bishop  is  an  alumnus  of  the 
same  school. 

Extreme  conservatives  often  make 
others  who  hold  different  opinions  from 
their  own  about  the  Bible,  etc.  feel  as 
third-class  citizens  spiritually,  or 
downright  unchristian.  Such  an  attitude 
is  hardly  conducive  to  professional  ad¬ 
vancement  among  people  who  are 
looking  for  tolerance  and  are  content  to 
leave  final  judging  with  God. 

Let’s  be  honest.  God  questioned  Adam, 
who  accused  Eve,  who  passed  the  buck  to 
the  serpent.  Yet  even  this  lowly,  crafty 
reptile  displayed  enough  honor  not  to  join 
any  self-pity  clubs  nor  point  his  fangs  at 
the  Conference  Cabinet.  T 

Arnold  R.  Lewis 
Madera,  California 

Farm  corpragp good 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  coverage  on  family  farms 
(TM/UMR,  July  23)  was  very  en¬ 
couraging. 

I  can  report  these  scientific,  historical 
and  mathematical  facts:  I  have  often 
turned  down  cigarettes  without  being  a 
“bad  guy”.  I  have  even  turned  down 
booze  without  causing  undue  social 
alarm.  But  in  America  in  1976  if  you  say, 
“No,  thank  you,”  to  fried  chicken,  birth¬ 
day  cake,  noodles,  pizza  or  other 
goodies,  your  name  will  be  mud  for  years 
afterward.  The  emotional  emphasis 
which  Americans  put  on  food  is  very 
much  a  valid  spiritual  concern  for  all 
thinking  Christians  and  one  which  cannot 
help  but  trigger  a  chain  reaction  that 
contributes  to  world  famine  conditions. 

We  live  in  a  country  which  has  as  its 
best  selling  novelists  Spiro  Agnew  and 
Elizabeth  Ray  —  but  the  average 
American  is  ignorant  of  the  basic 
agricultural  probelms  which  affect  his 
daily  existence.  The  move  to  correct  the 
problem  in  education  is  long  overdue  and 
greatly  appreciated. 

I  recommend  the  committee  study  the 
move  to  eliminate  the  food  sales  tax  in 
this  light.  The  sales  tax  on  irrigation 
equipment  to  protect  American  crops 
from  drouth  often  runs  into  thousands  of 
dollars.  Moving  to  eliminate  the  sales  tax 
on  all  food  production  equipment  as  well 
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as  food  would  be  most  sensible. 

In  India,  a  land  of  famine,  food  is  much 
cheaper  than,  say  renting  Playboy  for  an 
hour.  People  the  world  over  must  realize 
that  eliminating  famine  is  a  matter  that 
calls  for  common  sense  and  a  highly 
moral  and  ethical  approach  to  setting  in- 
dividual  priorities.  phyllisJ  Albrecht 

Sterling,  Virginia 

Food  isn't  a  'right’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  suggestion  that  Methodists  who 
want  to  do  something  more  to  alleviate 
hunger  than  dropping  an  offering  in  the 
collection  plate  should  write  their 
congressmen  in  support  to  the  “right  to 
food"  resolution  (TM/UMR,  July  30) 
was,  I  am  sure  well  meaning  —  but  it 
reveals  a  basic  misunderstanding  of 
rights.  No  one  has  a  right  to  anything 
which  must  be  furnished  by  someone 
else. 

Looking  at  the  issue  from  another  per¬ 
spective,  if  you  are  suffering  from 
hunger,  you  should  not  go  to  a  farmer 
and  declare  that  you  have  a  right  to  the 
food  he  produces.  If  he  gives  away  his 
crops,  how  will  he  feed  his  own  family, 
buy  fertilizer,  replace  worn  out 
machinery  or  hire  help? 

Similarly,  you  should  not  assert  your 
right  to  food  by  declaring  that  another 
person  must  give  up  part  of  his  income  to 
provide  you  with  cash  or  food  stamps  or 
buy  food.  By  using  the  police  power  of  the 
government  to  do  so,  you  are  abrogating 
his  human  rights  and  perhaps  depriving 
him  of  the  wherewithal!  he  badly  needs 
for  other  purposes  such  as  medical  care, 
support  of  relatives  or  whatever. 

Nevertheless,  a  Christian  has  the 
obligation  to  alleviate  suffering 
wherever  it  exists  to  the  limit  of  his 
ability.  The  sufferers  do  not  have  the 
right  to  his  help. 

George  F.  Platts 
Ormond  Beach,  Florida 

Popm  gavp  ‘l> lar It  eye  ' 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  afraid  you  gave  your  publication  a 
black  eye  by  the  manner  in  which  you 
presented  that  apparently  vulgar,  blas¬ 
phemous  poem:  “It  Was  On  a  Friday 
Morning”  in  your  July  23  issue. 

There  it  was,  all  enclosed  in  an 
attractive  fence  with  copyright  notation  - 
either  of  which  to  me  savored  of  your 
sanction ! 

Surely  scores  of  your  regular  readers 
who  read  that  poem,  knowing  nothing  of 
lyric  satire  or  irony,  cast  it  aside  in 
disgust  as  I  nearly  did,  labeling  it  as 
typical  of  the  all  too  prevalent,  loose, 
vulgar  writings  of  our  day.  They  will 
never  notice  your  prose  opposing  it. 

Too  bad  you  did  not  print  right  in  that 
fence,  “Please  note  readers:  we  are  not 
sanctioning  this  poem;  read  carefully 
above.” 

Perhaps  to  print  this  protesting  letter 
with  a  word  of  your  approval  might  yet 
be  well.  _  „ 

Donald  S.  Stewart 
Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania 
Fallibility  di.sputrd 
To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  July  16  editorial,  “New 
‘biblical  infallibility’  debate  cannot  be 
productive,”  I  would  like  to  have 
explained  to  me  how  the  Bible  can  be 
God’s  authentic  Word,  despite  its  fallibil¬ 
ity  (your  words).  How  can  it  be  right  in 
some  areas  and  wrong  in  others? 

Since  God  is  perfect  and  the  Bible  is  the 
Word  of  God,  it  has  to  be  perfect.  The 
Bible  was  written  by  men  under  the 
direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Do  you  think 
God  would  allow  anything  less  than 
perfection  in  His  Holy  Word  to  the 
people?  Dr.  Harold  Lindsell’s  book,  “The 


Battle  for  the  Bible,”  is  an  excellent  work 
on  Bible  inerrancy,  and  I  would  urge  all 
people  to  read  it. 

We  must  keep  our  eyes  on  God’s  Word 
and  not  be  influenced  by  man’s  foolish 
opinions.  You  do  your  reading  public  a 
disservice  by  printing  such  negative 
material.  I  think  Christians  today,  more 
than  ever,  have  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted.  Florence  E.  Gardner 

Annapolis,  Maryland 
Fallibility  supported 
To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  called  to  comment  on  your 
editorial  of  July  16  concerning  “biblical 
infallibility.” 

I  agree  completely  with  your  thinking: 
arguing  over  fine  points  in  the  Bible  does 
nothing  to  stimulate  spiritual  growth.  I 
personally  enjoy  very  much  open  discus¬ 
sion  and  exposure  to  different  interpreta¬ 
tions  and  commentaries,  but  feel  strong¬ 
ly  in  the  last  analysis  each  of  us  must  feel 
free  to  hear  what  God  is  saying  to  us 
personally  through  the  Bible.  I  am 
willing  to  hear  how  others  interpret 
specific  scriptures  but  often  feel  they  are 
not  willing  to  hear  me  and  all  too  often 
use  the  argument,  “But  it  says  so  in  the 
Bible!”  For  me,  God  reveals  his  true 
nature  of  unfolding  love  for  his  people 
through  the  Bible  and  I  never  fail  to  feel 
that  this  is  a  never  ending  revelation  for 
me  personally.  To  declare  “biblical 
infallibility”  is  to  limit  God  and  I  dare  not 
d°  that!  Jean  p  chambiiss 

San  Lorenzo,  California 
Abstinence  is  best 
To  the  Editor: 

Finally,  after  all  the  studies  on 
alcoholism,  someone  has  hit  upon  the 
simple  truth  that  alcoholism  can  be 
prevented  through  abstinence.  L.  Elbert 
Wethington  said  it  well  in  his  July  23 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  entitled,  “Is 
alcoholism  cure  better  than  preven¬ 
tion?”  The  answer  is  obviously,  “No.” 

What  can  we  as  Methodists  do  in 
regard  to  this  life-wrecking  problem? 
For  starters,  we  can  continue  to  be  a  part 
of  the  solution  rather  than  a  part  of  the 
problem.  We  can  be  a  supportive 
community  of  non-drinkers  who  provide 
the  social  dlimate  in  which  an  alcoholic 
can  recover.  We  can  show  others  that 
happy,  abundant  life  is  possible  without 
drinking.  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Northrup 
Lamar,  Colorado 


The  same  phenomenon 
numerous  times  since.  Time  and  again,  a 
Savonarola,  a  Wycliffe,  a  Huss,  a  Luther 
or  a  Wesley  have  felt  impelled  to  sweep 
aside  the  accumulated  ecclesiastical 
debris  and  let  the  Gospel  once  again  see 
the  light  of  day.  In  each  instance  the 
superstructure  is  the  enemy.  Perhaps  a 
heavy  stake  in  the  secular-materialistic 
society  has  made  it  seem  inadvisable  to 
show  too  much  enthusiasm  for  the 
crusader. 

Another  writer  pointed  out  that  the 
welfare  state,  rapidly  coming  into  being, 
is  not  a  substitute  for  the  individual 
gospel  which  is  necessary  to  put  meaning 
and  common  sense  into  human  life. 
Unless  keenly  aware  of  this,  the  church 
tends  to  lose  its  sense  of  purpose  and 
mission,  something  which  the  church 
always  does  when  it  drifts  with  history 
instead  of  saying  in  no  uncertain  terms  to 
the  contemporary  world:  “This  is  the 
Way!” 

It  is  always  dangerous  to  regard  the 
Christian  gospel  as  just  a  religion.  It  is 
infinitely  more  than  that.  It  is  a  design 
for  living  and  includes  all  of  life’s  varied 
activities  and  provides  the  principles 
which  should  control  human  relations. 
When  this  gospel  is  allowed  to  become  a 
mere  religion,  its  pulsating  heart  ceases 
to  beat.  The  living  gospel  is,  thus,  a 
disturbing  thing,  and  established  religion 
has  always  been  most  disturbed  by  it. 
Was  it  Roman  militarism,  or  politics,  or 
big  business,  or  social  upheaval  that 
engineered  the  crucifixion,  or  was  it  the 
mummified  religion  of  the  day? 

The  Carpenter  from  Galilee  was  con¬ 
sidered  a  menace  by  the  hierarchy.  How 
right  they  were,  they  did  not  fully  realize. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  the  religious 
leaders  he  was  a  heretic  who  disgraced 
pure  religion  by  dragging  it  out  into 
the  streets  or  down  to  the  wharf  where 
the  fishing  boats  came  in.  Anyone  who 
would  talk  about  God  on  the  street  comer 
lacked  respect  for  holy  things.  People 
paid  attention  when  he  talked  about 
being  “bora  again”  ;  this  was  sheer  non¬ 
sense  to  the  sophisticated  religionists  of 
the  first  century,  just  as  it  is  to  their 
spiritual  descendants  of  the  twentieth 
century.  Jesus,  with  his  deep  reverence 
for  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  soon 
discovered  that  his  bitterest  enemy  was 
the  institution  that  considered  itself  to  be 
divinely  appointed  to  represent  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets. 

Why  doesn’t  the  institution  always 
know  best?  Is  it  because  the  very  nature 
of  an  institution  disqualifies  it  to  be  the 
custodian  of  so  human  and  personal  a 
thing  as  the  Christian  gospel?  This  is 
simply  more  of  an  inescapable  fact  than 
it  is  a  fault. 

The  handicap  suffered  by  “ex¬ 
perienced”  leadership  can  be  very  real 
and  very  serious.  We  have  a  current 
illustration  of  this  in  the  widespread 
feeling  that  long-term  incumbency  in 
Washington  is  a  disqualification  for 
government  service. 

In  one  of  our  seminaries,  a  poll 
revealed  the  disturbing  fact  that  only  one 
third  of  the  students  were  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  parish  ministry.  Does  this 
relate  to  the  fact  that  out  of  39,000  United 
Methodist  Churches,  no  less  than  25,000 
of  them  have  a  membership  of  less  than 
200  each?  Have  we  unconsciously  and 
unintentionally  created  the  feeling  that 
the  pastor  of  one  or  more  of  these 
average  churches  is  low  man  on  the 
hierarchical  totem  pole?  And  that  in 
spite  of  the  somewhat  forgotten  fact  that 
the  parish  is  the  only  place  where  the 
Gospel  can  be  proclaimed  directly  to  the 
people. 

Is  a  smothering  crust  of  in¬ 
stitutionalism  forming  over  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  UMC?  Who  sets  the  stage  for 
the  emergence  of  the  gospel  once  again 
in  all  of  its  powerful  and  profound  sim¬ 
plicity?  We  do  have  things  to  think  about. 

“ Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
George  D.  Greer,  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  Calif ornia-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  lives  in  Carmel,  California. 

TM/UMR  readers  are  invited  to 
contribute  articles  to  “Here  I  Stand,”  as 
well  as  “My  Witness”  —  a  column 
devoted  to  articles  telling  about  mean¬ 
ingful  personal  experiences  in  Christian 
faith.  Articles  may  be  sent  to:  TM/  UMR, 
P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas,  Texas,  75221. 


Classified 

RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  Insertion. 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  35  wards.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  In  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  Insertion. 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist.  Fully-ac¬ 
credited.  Co-educatlonal  two-year.  University- 
parallel.  Dedicated  faculty.  Financial  assistance. 
Maximum  enrollment:  300  students.  Strong 
Development  Program.  Music  Honors  In  Inter- 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hin  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif.  93950.  or  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St.. 
Oakland.  Calif.  94613. 

Theta  Kappa  (Honorary  Society)  chapter  among  top 
ten  In  naUon  for  four  consecutive  years.  Cuthbert. 
Georgia  31740.  (912)  732-2171. 

WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS.  Box  506.  Eliza¬ 
bethtown.  Ky.  43701.  (503  )  769-3900.  October  35.  10- 
Day  Israel  Mt.  Sinai.  December  9. 18-Day  Holy  Land. 
Net  rates  for  groups.  Orient  and  Hawaii.  Kentucky’s 
largest  ChrlsUan  tour  operator.  Will  customize  any 

WANTED:  Individual  to  administrate  total  music 
ministry  for  2000  member  metropolitan  church  In 
Jackson.  Miss.  Salary  -  $13,00(1415,000.  Send 

references,  credentials,  picture  to  Clay  F .  Lee,  P .  O. 
Box  1092.  Jackson.  Miss.  39303. 

tour. 

SPEND  PLEASANT  HOURS  at  Hartley  Towers  - 
Retirement  Residence  Rooms  -  efficiency  -  suites. 
Near  churches  -  shopping  area.  Temple,  Texas. 

Circle  -  Class  directories,  rosters.  Also  booklets, 
pamphlets,  manuscripts,  etc.  Complete  service  by 
mall.  Free  estimates.  Box  5521.  Richardson.  Tex. 
75080. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordlnalors  needed.  Host 
■  a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  wcrld. 
World  Missions  Tours,  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs, 
Fla.  33166. 

WANTED:  First  United  Methodist  Church  In 
Clearwater,  Florida  Is  seeking  a  Director  of  Music. 
Fully  graded  choirs,  handbells,  concert  series. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and  comfort  of 
your  church.  We  specialize  In  permanently  attached 
cushions.  For  InformaUon,  contact:  Randall's 
Upholstery.  408  S.  College,  Waxahachle.  Texas. 
Phone  (314  )  937-3680. 

Clearwater,  FI.  33516. 

WANTED:  Position  as  Church  Business 
Administrator.  Experienced  Air  Force  Chapel 
Management  Specialist  looking  for  position  as  CBA 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You*' 
or  “Jesus  Christ  la  Lord,”  13c  each,  100,  $13.00; 
stickers.  "God  Loves  You.*'  3c;  plus  postage. 
Crosses,  Apex.  N.C.  37501 

to  move  most  anywhere  In  USA,  after  October  25. 
1976.  Please  contact  Peggy  Evans.  Westgate  Apts.  - 
No.  95.  Ocean  Springs.  MS  39564.  i 

AUGUST  13,  1976 


1 1» 

mm 

Mf 

W* 

ml, 


TIIE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTED 


U.M.  survey  shows  clergy  divorce 
still  sensitive  issue  with  church 


Paul  Feller,  manager  of  the  local  K-Mart,  was  one  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  volunteer  helpers  w  ho  put  in  scores  of  hours  rebuilding 
the  Old  North  Church  of  First  UMC  here. 


Volunteers  go  to  work 

PALATINE,  Ill.  —  Dust,  scrub,  work;  that's  what  it  takes  to 
put  an  old  church  back  into  tip-top  shape.  Barb  Finch  and  Zena 
Olson  are  among  the  many  volunteers  at  Old  North  Church 
here  who  learned  that  lesson  by  donating  hours  of  labor  to 
rebuild  the  inside  of  the  old  sanctuary.  (See  story  below). 

PHOTOS:  FIRST t'MC 


The  fruit  of  their  labors  —  volunteers  and  church  members 
join  in  a  joyous  rededication  service  in  Old  North  Church  at 
First  UMC  here.  Burst  pipes  in  the  abandoned  structure  forced 
the  congregation  to  a  decision— to  redecorate  and  re-use  the 
building. 


Old  becomes  new  as  members 
restore  abandoned  sanctuary 


By  RONALD POREP 

PALATINE,  Ill.  —  In  this  Bicentennial 
year  many  old  buildings  are  being 
restored  in  rememberance  of  past 
history. 

But  the  Old  North  Church  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  here  might  be  a 
special  one  in  which  God  started  things 
rolling. 

It  was  February,  1974,  when  a 
“nudging  of  the  congregation’s  elbow” 
by  God  came  in  the  form  of  blustery 
winds  that  blew  through  holes  and  cracks 
in  the  old  church’s  walls  and  stained 
glass  windows,  freezing  the  water  pipes. 

The  pipes  burst  and,  according  to  the 
church’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Calvin  Robin¬ 
son,  “the  whole  place  was  a  mess”. 

Neither  church  services  nor  church 
routine  were  disturbed  by  the  disaster  as 
the  old  sanctuary  had  been  abandoned  in 
1968  after  a  new  educational  wing  was 
built  onto  the  church. 

“It  had  been  sitting  there  unused  for 
years,"  explains  Mr.  Robinson.  “Nothing 
was  being  done  with  it.  The  disaster  was 
God’s  way  of  nudging  the  congregation's 
elbow,  I  believe.” 

And  an  engineering  study  made  it  clear 
that  the  nudge  was  not  for  demolishing 
the  structure  but  for  putting  it  to  good  use 


CLrLU^KL 
J)nvilc5  l/Jou - - 

I  would 
give  a  thou¬ 
sand  dollars 
to  stand  be¬ 
fore  the 
original  of 
da  Vinci’s 
Last  Sup¬ 
per.  I  liter¬ 
ally  mean  that  and  I  am 
going  to  do  it.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  I  am  going  to  spend 
five  unhurried  days  in  Rome. 
To  me,  Rome  is  more  ex¬ 
citing  than  Jerusalem,  Lon¬ 
don  and  Paris  combined. 
Also.  I  plan  to  visit  Floren¬ 
ce,  Venice,  Milan,  the  Isle  of 
Capri,  Sorrento,  Assisi,  and 
Pisa.  Plus  a  stop  over  in  Am¬ 
sterdam.  I  will  be  flying  on 
KLM  Airlines  instead  of  a 
crowded  charter  flight.  I  will 
be  staying  at  the  best  hotels 
and  eating  in  the  nicest 
places.  This  is  not  a  com¬ 
mercial  venture  —  it  is  a 
spiritual  pilgrimage,  with  a 
lot  of  fun  included.  I  would 
like  to  invite  some  to  go  with 
me.  We  will  have  a  good  time 
together. 

The  dates  are  October  6th- 
20th.  You  can  leave  from 
Houston,  or  meet  the  plane  in 
Montreal,  Canada.  This  is 
the  one  trip  I  most  want  to 
take.  I  hope  you  will  go  with 
me. 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
1820  Main  Street 
Houston.  Texas  77002 


because  it  showed  that  vyhile  the  inside  of 
the  sanctuary  was  a  mess,  it  was  struc¬ 
turally  sound  and  could  be  renovated 
back  to  usefulness  if  the  congregation 
members  wanted  to. 

“That  was  the  catch,"  remembers  Mr. 
Robinson.  “There  were  members  of  the 
congregation  who  wanted  the  structure 
torn  down  for  additional  parking  and 
there  were  those  who  wanted  the  struc¬ 
ture  restored  to  its  beauty  in  the  1950's  as 
a  sanctuary. 

“The  study  plus  the  facts  that  Palatine 
needed  such  a  structure  for  use  by  the 
various  community  civic  groups  and  that 
the  structure  dated  back  to  the  mid-1850s 
nudged  the  congregation  to  vote  to 
restore  the  structure  to  its  former 
beauty." 

After  the  decision  had  been  made, 
members  of  the  congregation  looked 
around  for  financing  the  rebuilding  but 
could  find  none  readily  available. 

“So,”  remembers  Mr.  Robinson,  “we 
decided  to  do  the  job  ourselves.” 

To  get  the  work  done,  church  members 
volunteered  effort  and  time  to  do 
everything  except  the  reroofing,  elec¬ 
trical,  plumbing  and  some  painting 
themselves. 

“Most  of  the  work  was  done  by  75  to  100 
church  members  and  volunteers  who 
worked  once  a  week  and  often  three  or 
four  nights  a  week,”  he  said. 

To  get  the  money  needed  for  materials 
and  some  professional  help,  145  families 
pledged  special  gifts  to  the  church  to  pay 
off  a  loan  of  over  $68,000. 

“Also.”  adds  Mr.  Robinson,  “the 
church  women  held  a  bazaar  and  an  art 
auction  to  raise  more  funds  to  pay  off  the 
loan  on  the  new  sanctuary." 

The  additional  sanctuary  is  used  for 
youth  mini-services  and  plays  for  the  en¬ 
tire  community  are  put  on  by  the  older 
youth  and  adults  of  the  church. 

Further,  the  community’s  senior 
citizens  are  renting  the  basement  of  the 
Old  North  Church  as  a  senior  center. 


“We  really  are  doing  things  with  this 
sanctuary,”  points  out  Mr.  Robinson. 
“There  is  a  need  for  such  a  sanctuary  as 
a  cultural  and  religious  center  for  the  en¬ 
tire  community.  And,  the  senior  citizens 
now  have  a  place  they  needn't  worry 
about  losing  for  a  long  time. 

“God  knew  what  He  was  doing  when 
He  sent  that  nudge  that  day  in  1974,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Porep  is  a  free-lance  writer  living 
in  Palatine,  III. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodism’s 
first  attempt  to  measure  attitudes 
toward  divorced  clergy  has  reached  at 
least  one  conclusion ;  the  subject  is  com¬ 
plex  and  sensitive  and  United  Methodists 
have  trouble  dealing  with  it. 

Attitudes  among  churchpersons  are 
changing,  a  recent  survey  by  the 
denomination’s  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  here  indicated.  But  the  survey 
also  revealed  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
many  United  Methodists  to  admit  to 
clergy  divorce  problems  especially  in 
their  own  backyards.  And  it  may  have 
raised  more  questions  than  answers  in 
solving  what  some  call  a  growing 
problem  in  the  church,  says  division 
director  Doris  Jones. 

No  reliable  figures  on  the  number  of 
UMC  clergy  divorces  were  forthcoming. 
Dr.  Jones  said,  from  the  638  responses  to 
.  a  questionnaire  which  was  sent  to  1200 
bishops,  district  superintendents,  chair¬ 
persons  and  registrars  of  Boards  of 
Ministry,  chairpersons  of  pastor-parish 
relations  committees  and  seminary 
professors  of  pastoral  care. 

“This  was  not  a  significant  scientific 
survey."  she  told  TM/UMR.  “We 
must  admit  there’s  a  problem  before  we 
can  deal  with  it."  But  the  survey  did 
surface  some  areas  of  real  concern,  she 
said,  which  call  for  concentrated  at¬ 
tention  in  the  church.  Prime  areas  are: 

•a  belief  that  a  divorcing  minister 
should  not  continue  in  his/her  current  ap¬ 
pointment  for  at  least  a  year  following 
the  divorce; 

•the  need  to  search  for  Scriptural 
grounds  for  the  dissolution  of  marriage; 

•concern  that  the  church  exercise  “the 
grace  and  forgiveness  of  God  while  not 
condoning  or  sanctioning  divorce; 

•awareness  that  the  size  and  location 
of  a  church,  and  the  possible  remarriage 
of  a  pastor,  are  important  factors  in  ac¬ 
ceptance: 

•clergy  fear  of  failure  in  the  eyes  of  ec¬ 
clesiastical  superiors,  which  sometimes 
prevents  clergy  from  seeking  help  prior 
to  irreversible  choices; 

•acknowledgment  that  clergy 
marriage  problems,  even  though  they  do 
not  result  in  divorce,  have  an  impact  on 
the  life  of  the  church. 

Only  a  small  percentage  of  persons  in¬ 
dicated  that  a  minister  should  remain 
married  regardless  of  consequences,  Dr. 


Jones  noted.  But  some,  in  individual 
comments,  had  reservations  about  the 
effectiveness  of  a  divorced  clergyperson 
counseling  others  about  marriage. 

Respondents  said  that  a  “moderately 
negative  effect”  takes  place  in  a  local 
church  as  the  result  of  its  pastor’s  di¬ 
vorce.  Most  indicated  that  local  church 
and  leadership  beyond  the  local  church 
are  generally  supportive  of  divorcing 
ministers  And  a  majority  found  coun¬ 
seling  facilities  available  to  pastors  in 
their  areas  are  adequate. 

Lack  of  definitive  data,  Dr.  Jones  said, 
may  have  had  several  causes:  The  ques¬ 
tionnaire  was  kept  general  to  be  "non- 
threatening,"  which  created  problems  in 
statistical  analysis.  Terms  of 
measurement  were  not  standard.  Some 
divorces  may  have  been  reported  several 

At  a  Louisville  UMC 


times,  some  not  at  all. 

But  most  importantly,  perhaps,  “This 
is  a  sensitive  subject,"  she  said.  “Many 
people  may  have  thought  they  were 
being  identified  by  the  code  numbers  on 
the  questionnaire,  even  though  those 
numbers  indentified  only  categories." 

Dr.  Jones  said  she  thought  the  results 
may  have  been  too  positive,  because  of 
the  concern  about  anonymity.  However, 
she  believes  the  preliminary  findings  are 
important  in  “pricking  the  conscience 
and  making  visible  the  invisible,"  which, 
is  ‘  ‘ever  the  task  of  the  church , '  ’ 

Division  plans  call  for  resourcing 
every  facet  of  viable  clergy  marriage, 
she  told  TM/UMR,  perhaps  by  building 
on  expertise  of  physicians  and  other 
professionals  to  “help  us  find  out  what 
makes  a  healthy  marriage." 


Controversy  erupts 
after  activist  speaks 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Reverberations 
are  still  being  felt  from  the  speaking  ap¬ 
pearance  here  of  Angela  Davis  July  13  at 
the  predominantly  black  West  Broadway 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  black  activist  and  Communist  Par¬ 
ty  member  was  invited  to  Louisville  by 
the  Kentucky  Alliance  Against  Racism 
and  Political  Repression,  where  she  was 
originally  scheduled  to  speak  at  St. 
Benedict’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

When  a  group  called  Catholics  Against 
Busing  organized  protests  against  Ms. 
Davis’  scheduled  talk,  the  sponsors  ap¬ 
proached  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Schroerlucke. 
the  white  pastor  of  the  150  member  West 
Broadway  UMC.  With  the  approval  of  the 
official  board,  Mr.  Schroerlucke  agreed 
to  have  Ms.  Davis  speak  at  the  church. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Frank  Robert¬ 
son  of  the  Lousiville  Area  issued  a  writ¬ 
ten  statement  to  the  press  the  day  before 
Ms.  Davis  was  to  appear  saying  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  her  appearance  until  48 
hours  in  advance.  He  said  he  had 
“registered  vigorous  opposition  to  Ms. 
Davis  speaking  in  the  church  and 
requested  Mr.  Schroerlucke  to  withdraw 
the  invitation.  He  has  respectfully 
refused  to  do  so.” 


Divorced  clergy  staying  in  ministry 

Pastoral  counselors  say  attitudes  changing  within  church 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

More  United  Methodist  clergy 
marriages  are  ending  in  divorce  courts 
today  than  ever  before  —  that  much  is 
clear. 

“Staying  and  suffering”  through  a  bad 
marriage  —  or  divorcing  a  spouse  and 
leaving  the  ministry  —  are  increasingly 
giving  way  to  a  third  option,  say  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  denomination’s  pastoral  coun¬ 
selors:  getting  a  divorce  and  trying  to  go 
on  in  ministry. 

How  well  divorced  pastors  succeed  — 
or  indeed,  how  many  of  them  there  are  — 
is  not  known.  Response  to  clergy  divorce 
ranges  broadly,  the  counselors  say.  from 
outright  opposition  to  “unwillingness  to 
admit  it's  a  problem"  to  counseling  op¬ 
portunities  and  warm  personal  support 
But  they  agree  on  one  thing:  attitudes  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  are 
changing. 

At  least  in  the  local  church, 
parishioners  may  be  more  willing  than 
they  once  were  to  live  with  clergy  divorce 
—  or  at  least  to  consider  each  case  on 
its  own  merits.  Thirteen  annual  con 
ferences  or  areas  have  now  established 
pastoral  counseling  offices  which  help 
clergy  families  cope  with  problems. 

And  while  some  bishops  are  still  reluc¬ 


Future  limited  for  integrated 
congregations,  says  executive 


By  BOYCE  BOWDON 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  “Integrated 
congregations  have  a  limited  future,” 
the  head  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  declared  at 
the  National  Workshop  on  Church 
Strategy  in  Transitional  Communities 
held  here  Aug.  2-6. 

The  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White  told  more 
than  400  participants,  many  of  whom 
were  United  Methodists,  that  most  white 
congregations  begin  to  reach  out  to  the 
black  community  “too  late.  By  the  time 
they  begin,  there  is  little  possibility  of 
recruiting  new  white  members  and  the 
white  membership  is  rapidly  declining." 

He  suggested  that  a  church  facing  a 
racially  changing  neighborhood  study 
population  trends  and  prepare  .for  the 
change.  “During  the  early  stages  of 
change."  he  said,  “the  atmosphere 
might  lend  itself  to  a  less  emotional 
discussion.  This  is  a  time  to  deal  with 
fears  and  prejudices." 
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While  the  integrated  congregation  in  a 
racially  changing  community  has  a 
“limited  tenure,  in  my  judgment,"  he 
said,  “the  quality  of  the  experience  can 
be  more  fulfilling  and  rewarding  than  it 
has  been  in  the  past.  The  personal 
fulfillment  for  whites  and  non-whites  who 
for  the  first  time  find  themselves  wor¬ 
shipping  and  in  mission  together  may  be 
far  more  meaningful  than  they  ex¬ 
pected." 

The  workshop  was  sponsored  by  the  of¬ 
fice  of  urban  ministries.  National 
Division  of  UMC’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

One  of  the  workshop  speakers.  Dr 
Stanley  Hallett,  differed  with  the 
forecast  made  by  Dr  White.  A  United 
Methodist  professor  at  the  Center  for  Ur¬ 
ban  Affairs  at  Northwestern  University 
and  a  vice-president  of  a  Chicago  bank. 
Dr.  Hallett  denied  that  race  should  be  an 
organizing  principle  for  churches  in  tran¬ 
sitional  communities.  He  said  that  if  a 
church  is  built  on  the  basis  of  race,  op¬ 
portunities  are  lost  to  build  a  coalition 
that  would  be  mutually  enriching  to 
blacks  and  whites. 

Statistics  quoted  at  the  meeting 
showed  3,357  United  Methodist  churches 
with  black  members  which  is  8.8  percent 
of  all  the  churches.  Of  that  number.  2,602 
have  50  percent  or  more  black  members 
There  are  359,124  black  members  in  the 
denomination. 

Mr  Bowdon  is  pastor  of  St.  Andrews 
UMC.  Oklahoma  City,  which  has  30  per¬ 
cent  black  membership. 


tant  to  appoint  a  divorcing  clergyperson 
without  at  least  some  temporary  time 
out.  more  may  be  also  willing  to  decide 
on  a  case-by-case  basis  and  prone  to  be 
somewhat  tolerant  unless  scandal  or 
serious  wrong-doing  are  involved. 

But  with  few  statistics  available  (see 
related  story),  even  these  broad 
generalities  are  mere  speculation,  four 
“pastor's  counselors"  stressed  in  recent 
conversations  with  TM/UMR. 

\o  easy  answers 
“We  really  don’t  know  how  many 
divorced  clergy  there  are,  nor  do  we 
have  easy  answers  for  them,"  says  Dr. 
Glenn  Matthew,  Kansas  Area  superin¬ 
tendent  of  ministry,  “but  at  least  we’re 
talking  about  it  now  and  that’s  healthy. 
There  was  a  time  when  we  couldn’t  " 
There  is  a  real  struggle.  Dr.  Matthew 
admits,  between  "protecting  some  basic 
things  in  ministry  and  the  church  and 
ministering  to  people  in  a  time  of 
change  "  But  the  time  is  past,  he 
believes,  when  it  was  thought  that 
“ministers  didn’t  have  problems  like 
other  people.” 

Agreeing  that  there  is  no  longer  “the 
old  Christian  tendency  to  be  moralistic 
and  tell  problems  to  go  away”  is  Dr. 
LeRoy  S.  Graham  who  heads  the 
Washington,  D  C.  Pastoral  Counseling 
Service  His  office  is  receiving  more  and 
more  inquiries,  he  says,  about 
establishing  pastoral  counseling  services 
across  the  denomination. 

As  the  church  gets  to  know  more  about 
troubled  clergy  marriages,  and  as  coun¬ 
seling  services  improve,  all  troubled 
marriages  won’t  be  saved,  obviously,  he 
says,  but  the  church  “may  save  some 
well-trained  useful  clergypersons  for 
ministry." 

“Divorce  is  like  surgery,"  he  told 
TM/UMR.  ‘Not  everyone  needs  it.  But 
when  the  marriage  is  so  bad  that  it  af¬ 
fects  the  whole  life  and  ministry,  it  has  to 
be  removed."  It  may  be  un-Christian  to 
try  to  force  clergy  to  stay  married  —  and 
the  parish  suffers  anyway,  he  main¬ 
tains. 

Vngi*r  suppressed 
Isolation,  loneliness,  and  the  sup¬ 
pressed  anger  which  sometimes  come 
with  the  pastor’s  job  may  actually  con¬ 
tribute  to  family  stress,  according  to  Dr. 
Donald  C.  Houts,  Illinois  Area  pastoral 
care  and  counseling  director.  “We  have  a 
tradition  of  not  allowing  our  pastors  the 
honest  expression  of  anger.  The  family  is 
the  only  place  they  can  take  it  out  —  so 
they  do." 

But  Dr.  Houts  sees  help  and  support  for 
troubled  clergy  marriages  not  only  in  the 
counseling  services  his  office  provides, 
but  also  in  the  local  church. 
Congregations  can  handle  more  than 
pastors  think,  he  believes 
The  key  lies  with  effective  pastor- 
parish  relations  committees,  he  says. 
"They  can  understand  that  a  man  and 
woman  have  grown  apart  and  they  can 
be  extremely  supportive."  Where  a 
congregation  totally  withdraws  support, 
he  says,  it's  usually  because  “they're 
embarrassed  by  being  the  last  to  hear 


about  the  trouble,  or  they’re  humiliated 
because  there's  a  scandal  in  the  com¬ 
munity." 

A  “significant  and  growing  readiness 
among  laity  to  accept  divorced  clergy  as 
pastors"  received  some  documentation 
recently  from  a  sampling  taken  in  West 
Ohio  annual  conference.  Surveying  at¬ 
titudes  of  307  pastor-parish  relations, 
committee  chairpersons,  the  Rev. 
Robert  F.  Sinks,  pastor  of  Broad  Street 
UMC,  Columbus,  reported  to  TM/UMR 
“a  remarkable  degree  of  openness  on  the 
issue  of  receiving  divorced  ministers  for 
congregational  service."  An  over¬ 
whelming  majority,  he  said,  strongly 
preferred  to  deal  individually  with  each 
case,  “contrasting  sharply  with  the 
present  policy  which  predetermines  that 
all  divorcing  ministers  will  step  aside 
from  their  pastoral  assignments  during 
the  period  of  legal  separation.” 

Acceptance  of  a  divorced  clergyperson 
is  growing  —  particularly  in  young, 
mobile,  congregations,  says  the  Rev. 
DeForrest  Wiksten,  director  of  United 
Methodism’s  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area 
pastoral  care  and  counseling.  In  fact,  he 
maintains,  a  minister’s  divorce  almost 
strengthens  his/her  ministry  in  some 
cases. 

Calling  divorce  a  “lamentable 
necessity,"  he  said  a  church  needs  to 
recognize  that  some  marriages  have 
already  ended.  “In  a  really  bad 
marriage,  the  end  needs  to  be  ‘made 
legal’  in  the  same  way  that  relationships 
are  'made  legal.’  ’’ 

Opening  up  dialogue 

In  the  Kansas  Area,  Dr.  Matthew  said, 
pastor-parish  relations  committee 
seminars  are  conducted  by  his  office  as  a 
way  of  opening  up  honest  dialogue  be¬ 
tween  the  committee  and  the  pastor. 
Such  training  may  help,  he  believes,  in 
time  of  crisis.  The  Kansas  area  also  pro¬ 
vides  anonymous  counseling  for  clergy 
families  on  a  contract  basis  with  the 
Menninger  Foundation  and  the 
chaplains’  office  of  Wesley  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter. 

With  or  without  support,  however, 
divorce  is  “a  wrenching  thing  that 
surrounds  you  as  a  minister,  as  a  person 
and  as  a  professional."  says  a  former 
United  Methodist  pastoral  counselor  who 
gave  up  his  job  and  later  the  ministry  af¬ 
ter  his  divorce  in  1969  Dr.  David  Cham¬ 
berlain.  now  a  clinical  psychologist  in 
San  Diego.  Calif.,  was  a  pastoral  coun¬ 
selor  in  the  Ohio  area,  one  of  the 
denomination's  first  areas  to  provide  a 
counseling  structure  When  he  got  a 
divorce,  it  was  after  19  years  of  marriage 
and  almost  that  long  in  the  ministry. 

“I  knew  it  was  absolutely  unthinkable 
for  a  divorced  person  to  be  a  pastoral 
counselor,  so  I  left  It  has  to  get 
desperately  bad  before  you’ll  get  that 
divorce  When  I  did  get  it,  the  cultural 
shock  was  terrible."  It’s  a  good  sign,  he 
says,  that  pastoral  care  facilities  are 
catching  on  around  the  church.  Whether 
or  not  the  counseling  saves  the  marriage, 
“some  clergypersons  are  making  it 
now  " 


The  statement,  which  was  delivered  to 
the  Louisville  Courier-Journal  religion 
writer  Bruce  Buursma.  went  on  to  say 
that  “the  United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
denomination  is  unequivocally  opposed 
to  and  actively  fights  communism.  The 
responsibility  for  the  appearance  of  a 
confessed  communist  in  West  Broadway 
Church  rests  altogether  with  the  local' 
congregation  and  its  pastor.” 

The  bishop  concluded  by  saying  he 
regarded  “their  decision  in  this  matter 
as  totally  incompatible  with  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Mr.  Schroerlucke.  a  pastor  in  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Conference  for  26  years,  told 
TM/UMR  the  church’s  official  board 
reconsidered  the  invitation  after  Bishop 
Robertson’s  request  that  it  be  with¬ 
drawn.  The  board  decided  for  a  second 
time  to  go  ahead. 

Asked  if  he  personally  would  make  the 
same  decision  again.  Mr.  Schroerlucke 
said  "given  the  exact  same  set  of  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  would  do  it  again."  He 
said  part  of  the  decision  involved 
whether  West  Broadway  would  continue 
to  be  a  church  in  the  black  community  or 
be  run  by  white  suburbia . 

Phyllis  Board,  a  worker  at  West  Broad¬ 
way  UMC.  told  TM/UMR  that  many 
members  of  the  congregation  were  at  the 
meeting  along  with  close  to  800  others  in 
a  church  filled  to  capacity. 

In  her  speech  Ms.  Davis  talked  about 
racism  and  political  oppression,  but  did 
not  discuss  communist  ideology,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Courier-Journal  reports. 

The  meeting  was  conducted  largely  by 
black  Baptist  and  United  Church  of 
Christ  pastors,  according  to  Mr 
Schroerlucke.  He  said  petitions  were  cir¬ 
culated  on  behalf  of  "black  political 
prisoners  " 

Reaction  among  United  Methodists 
and  Catholics  in  Louisville  has  been 
described  as  “very  harsh"  with  church 
offices  receiving  many  letters  and  calls. 
Threats  to  withdraw  funds  were 
rumored. 

Two  days  after  Ms.  Davis  appearance, 
Mr  Schroerlucke,  the  pastor,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  Methodist  Evangelical  Hospital 
suffering  what  was  described  as  “chest 
pains  "  <  He  returned  to  the  church  pulpit 
Aug  8.) 

While  Mr.  Schroerlucke  was  in  the 
hospital  a  closed  door  meeting  was  held 
with  the  bishop,  the  cabinet  and  about  30 
area  ministers.  The  Courier-Journal 
quoted  unnamed  sources  which  said  the 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  blunt  local 
reaction  The  newspaper  said  there  was 
a  move  to  punish  Mr.  Schroerlucke  by 
cutting  his  salary  to  the  minimum  $8,000. 

Mr  Schroerlucke  said  he  has  not  been  . 
informed  of  any  such  action 
On  July  23  another  closed  door  meeting 
was  held  by  the  executive  committee  of  • 
the  Greater  Louisville  Metropolitan  ■ 
Ministries  board,  a  group  representing  * 
about  56  UMC  churches.  The  Rev.  David  • 
Allen,  urban  missioner  on  the  staff,  told  • 
TM/UMR  a  motion  by  the  finance  com-  * 
mittee  to  hold  funds  from  West  Broad-  • 
way  Church  until  Mr.  Schroerlucke  made  1 
a  public  apology  was  “never  seriously  I 
considered." 

Mr.  Allen  said  the  executive  com-  * 
mittee  issued  a  statement  indicating  love  • 
and  concern  for  the  church  and  its  : 
pastor .  Also,  it  said  the  committee  joined 
in  opposition  to  expressions  of  racism 
and  oppression  but  strongly  disagreed 
with  the  appearance  by  Angela  Davis  in 
this  cause  at  the  church  Program  funds 
will  be  continued  to  West  Broadway 
church. 

As  of  this  writing,  TM/  UMR  has  not 
been  able  to  reach  Bishop  Frank  Robert¬ 
son  and  other  United  Methodist  officials 
for  comment. 

Religious  question  in 
U.S.  survey  opposed 

SILVER  SPRING.  Md  1RNS1  -  An-  ■ 
drew  Leigh  Gunn,  executive  director  of 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  has  voiced  opposition 
to  plans  to  include  a  question  on  religion 
in  the  U.  S.  Census  Bureau's  1977  Current 
Population  Survey. 

In  a  letter  to  Census  Bureau  Director  • 
Vincent  P  Barabba,  Mr.  Gunn  wrote.  ! 
“We  believe  that  such  a  question  would 
be  improper  government  interference  in 
the  sacred  area  of  religion  and  raises 
serious  constitutional  questions.  The 
government  is  prohibited  from  • 
legislating  in  the  realm  of  religion  and  . 
thus  cannot  inquire  into  the  religious  per-  . 
suasion  of  American  citi^ns." 


WASHINGTON.  D.C.  —  Richard  Brannon  (second  from  left),  a  former  South 
Carolina  Baptist  pastor,  discusses  a  recommendation  for  a  presidential  appoint¬ 
ment  with  President  Ford  (right).  Presidential  Personnel  Director  Douglas  P.  Ben¬ 
nett  (left)  and  Special  Assistant  Richard  B.  Cheney.  The  presidential  personnel  in 
the  White  House,  says  that  the  power  of  the  presidency  is  most  evident  when  you  are 
in  the  presence  of  the  President.  Mr.  Brannon  served  as  pastor  of  Kathwood  Baptist 
Church  in  Columbia.  S.C..  and  as  a  syndicated  newspaper  columnist  and  radio  com¬ 
mentator  prior  to  entering  government  service  in  1970  as  a  special  assistant  in  the 
Office  of  Economic  Opportunity.  religious  news  service  photo 


Spiritual  upsurge  cited 
in  new  Gallup  survey 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  A  new 


spiritual  upsurge  appears  to  have  started 
in  the  U.S.  in  the  last  few  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  new  Gallup  study,  “Religion 
in  America.  1976”. 

The  report  indicated  that  declines  in 
religious  participation  and  interest 
which  began  in  the  1960s  have  apparently 
subsided.  It  also  found  that  certain  facets 
of  religious  faith  have  always  remained 
constant. 

Findings  of  the  latest  Gallup  study 
reveal  that  94  percent  of  Americans 
believe  in  God  and  69  percent  believe  in 
life  after  death.  Both  figures  have 
remained  constant  since  1948,  according 
to  Gallup. 

However,  the  percentage  who  believe 
religion  is  “increasing  its  influence  on 
American  society”  dropped  from  69  per¬ 
cent  in  1957  to  14  percent  in  1970.  By  1975, 
the  affirmative  response  had  risen  to  39 
percent. 

Surveys  of  last  year  and  this  year  also 
indicated  that  56  percent  said  “fairly  im¬ 
portant”  and  only  5  percent  said  “not  at 

Emotional  peak 
hit  at  Catholic 
conference 

PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  By  the 
third  day  of  the  41st  International 
Eucharistic  Congress  enough  speeches 
the  most  fervent  Roman  Catholic 
pilgrim. 

Yet  the  10,000  persons  who  filled  this 
city’s  cavernous  Civic  Center  that  day 
may  well  remember  that  session  devoted 
to  freedom  and  justice  as  the  emotional 
peak  of  a  stirring  assembly. 

The  audience  rose  as  a  body  in 
tumultous  response  when  Brazil’s  Ar¬ 
chbishop  Helder  Camara  interrupted  his 
impassioned  plea  for  the  poor  to  kiss  the 
hand  of  Mother  Teresa  of  India  “in  the 
name  of  the  poor.”  Many  wept  openly. 

The  diminutive  nun  in  the  white  sari 
trimmed  in  blue  asked  the  people  to 
“look  for  Jesus  in  the  distressing 
disguise  of  the  poor.” 

“He  has  made  himself  the  hungry  one, 
the  naked  one,  the  homeless  one.  Turn 
your  back  on  the  poor  and  you  turn  your 
back  on  Jesus,”  she  said. 

Dom  Helder,  punctuating  his  speech 
with  sweeping  gestures,  declared  that 
the  power  of  multinational  corporations 
and  the  advent  of  a  “new  Nazism” 
thwart  needed  social  changes  to  help  the 
poor  in  Latin  America. 

The  “new  Nazism”  springs  from  “in¬ 
ternal  colonists”  who  subjugate  their 
poverty-stricken  countrymen  and  justify 
it  by  preaching  anti-Communism,  Ar¬ 
chbishop  Helder  said. 

“No,  No.  We  don't  need  to  fight  com¬ 
munism  by  making  a  new  Nazism,”  he 
said  to  loud  applause.  “I  don’t  accept  it. 
We  will  find  a  new  way.  We  will  not  fight 
one  bad  solution  with  another  bad 
solution.” 

He  preached  the  need  for  brotherhood, 
for  Catholics  to  reach  out  to  Protestants. 

“We  are  not  more  important,  more 
human,  better.  All  who  believe  in  God  as 
father  are  brothers,”  the  prelate  con¬ 
tinued.  “Like  my  dear  brother,  Martin 
Luther  King.  I  have  a  dream.  When  one 
person  dreams  alone,  it  is  only  a  dream. 
When  we  dream  together,  it  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  reality.” 

From  the  start  of  the  Congress,  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  noonday  Mass  at  St.  Peter 
and  Paul  Cathedral,  when  31  cardinals 
and  more  than  100  bishops  from 
numerous  nations  participated,  the 
Catholic  people  were  awed  by  ec¬ 
clesiastical  pomp  and  ceremony  and  an 
excitement  equalled  only  by  such  events 
in  Rome. 

Mother  Teresa  is  one  of  many  church 
leaders  participating  in  seminars 
throughout  the  Congress.  Out  of  the 
seminars,  with  their  emphasis  on  the 
dynamics  of  the  presence  of  Christ  in  the 
Eucharist  (Holy  Communion),  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  come  challenges  for  further  ac¬ 
tion  by  the  church  and  its  agencies. 

The  Congress  is  liturgical  in  nature, 
however.  Special  stress  is  being  put  on 
the  various  ways  the  Eucharist  can  and 
does  have  meaning  in  the  life  of  the 
church  and  individual  believers.  Each  of 
the  eight  days  focuses  on  a  different 
aspect  of  the  hunger  theme,  including 
physical  hunger,  the  hunger  for  truth,  for 
justice,  for  worship,  understanding, 
peace  and  for  Christ. 


all  important.” 

The  research  findings  offer  a  “positive 
outlook  for  religion  in  America  as  we  en¬ 
ter  the  third  century  of  our  existence,” 
said  the  Gallup  study. 

“Social  commentators  have  expressed 
surprise  that  so  many  people  in  what 
they  describe  as  a  ‘secularized  and 
largely  agnostic  nation’  have  supported  a 
devout  evangelical  Southern  Baptist, 
Jimmy  Carter,”  the  study  said.  “Yet  the 
fact  is,  Americans  are  extraordinarily 
religious  people." 

Gallup  noted  that  while  certain 
denominations  have  suffered  mem¬ 
bership  losses  in  recent  years,  the 
religious  picture  for  the  nation  as  a  whole 
has  changed  “surprisingly  little”  over 
the  last  four  decades. 

Some  61  percent  of  Americans  say  they 
are  Protestants;  27  percent,  Roman 
Catholic,  and  2  percent,  Jews,  with  6  per¬ 
cent  stating  no  religious  preference. 

The  survey  said  that  71  percent  of 
Americans  say  they  are  members  of  a 
church  or  synagogue,  compared  with  73 
percent  in  1952. 

The  Gallup  study  revealed  that  44  per¬ 
cent  of  Americans  said  they  have  a 
“great  deal  of  confidence  in  organized 
religion,”  24  percent  said  “quite  a  lot,” 
20  percent  said  “some,”  9  percent,  “very 
little,”  and  1  percent,  “none.” 

Figures  on  church  attendance  showed 
that  weekly  Protestant  attendance 
remained  relatively  stable  at  38  percent 
from  1964  to  1975. 

Catholic  attendance  dropped  from  71 
percent  in  1964  to  54  percent  in  1975. 

About  20  percent  of  Jews  attended  wor¬ 
ship  services  in  a  typical  week  in  1975. 

U.S.  athletes 
witness  to  faith 
at  Olympics 

MONTREAL  (EP)  -  A  small  but 
dedicated  core  of  U.S.  Olympic  athletes 
made  its  gospel  witness  known  at  the 
Olympics  this  summer,  according  to 
news  clippings  from  Montreal. 

Swimmer  John  Naber  prayed  openly 
after  receiving  a  gold  medal.  Mike  John¬ 
son,  a  kayak  racer,  brought  to  the  games 
a  bag  full  of  Bibles  in  various  languages 
which  he  placed  at  random  on  tables  in 
the  dining  hall.  Triple  jumper  Tommy 
Haynes  swapped  Soviet  language  Bibles 
with  Russians  in  exchange  for  memen¬ 
toes. 

Reporter  Will  Grimsely  of  the  Fresno 
Bee  said  Rhoda  Brady  took  her  hurdles 
with  a  stamp-sized  Bible  in  her  right  shoe 
and  Madeline  Manning  Jackson,  former 
gold  medalist  in  the  800  meters,  signed 
all  autographs,  “Running  for  Jesus.” 

The  runner  said,  “Many  of  us  are 
members  of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes.  When  one  of  the  members  com¬ 
petes,  as  John  Naber  did  in  the 
backstroke,  we  pass  around  cards  and 
ask  everybody  to  pray  for  him.” 

Mr.  Naber  said  of  himself,  “I  wanted  to 
be  the  best  possible  person  and  I  couldn’t 
do  it  without  turning  my  life  to  Jesus 
Christ.” 

Rhonda  Brady  admitted  she  first 
began  wearing  her  stamp-  sized  Bible  as 
a  kind  of  good  luck  charm.  “Now  I  take  it 
out  and  read  it  at  night,”  she  said. 

Several  athletes  testified  that  they 
received  divine  assistance  in  early  sum¬ 
mer  at  the  important  trials  in  Eugene, 
Oregon.  Recalled  Edwin  Moses  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  who  set  a  world  record  in 
the  400  meter  hurdles,  “I  prayed  with  my 
coach  before  the  finals  and  had  a  feeling 
of  liberation.” 

Mike  Shine,  an  intermediate  hurdler 
from  Youngsville,  Pa.,  said,  “I  never 
stopped  praying  —  God  helped  me  to  do 
it.”  He  had  a  slim  chance  of  qualifying 
but  he  made  it.  Then  he  won  second  place 
in  the  hurdles  —  a  silver  medal. 

‘ And ’  called  most 
important  uord 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (EP)  —  The  con- 
junction  “and”  is  the  most  important 
word  in  the  New  Testament,  according  to 
Quaker  philosopher  D.  Elton  Trueblood. 

The  former  president  of  Earlham 
College  told  Church  of  the  Brethren 
educators  that  the  word  is  a  "holy  con¬ 
junction,”  because  the  word  “and”  puts 
equal  emphasis  on  serving  both  God  and 
neighbor,  on  evangelism  and  social  ac¬ 
tion,  on  heart  and  mind. 
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Bishop  says  ‘freedom  is  God’s  work 

Rhodesian  U.M.  leader  backs  armed  struggle  for  liberation 


Editor’s  Note: 

Bishop  Abel  T. 

Muzorewa  is  both 
the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  of 
Rhodesia  and  the 
President  of  the 
African  National 
Council,  the  black 
movement  seeking 
majority  rule  ir. 

Rhodesia  [Zimbab-  Bishop  Muzorewa 
we].  He  administers  both  positions  from 
Mozambique  where  he  and  his  family 
went  into  exile  in  late  1975.  TM/UMR 
interviewed  this  church  leader  from  a 
nation  now  on  the  brink  of  war  during  the 
Pacific  Southwest  World  Christian 
Mission  Conference  at  Asilomar  Confer¬ 
ence  Ground  August  1,  at  Pacific  Grove, 
California. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Q :  Why  did  you  leave  Rhodesia? 

A:  Liberation  leaders  in  Southern 
Africa  have  to  leave  their  country  for  a 
time.  It  is  not  practical  for  the  head  of 
any  movement  to  live  side-by-side  in  the 
same  country  with  the  white  minority 
government  still  in  power.  I  could  go 
back  now  but  it  would  be  to  a  six-by-eight 
foot  room.  Living  in  Mozambique  I  have 
freedom  to  travel,  and  I  can  meet  folks 
and  tell  them  about  our  situation.  I  can 
help  the  liberation  movement  and  get  aid 
for  refugees. 

Q:  Why  were  you  asked  in  1971  to  head 
a  political  movement,  the  African  Na¬ 
tional  Council? 

A:  I  don’t  know  except  possibly 
because  of  my  position  that  Christians 
must  go  into  all  areas  of  life  and  Chris¬ 
tianize  them.  It  was  a  very  hard  decision 
for  me.  I  went  into  prayer  for  three 
weeks  before  concluding  that  God  was 


calling  me  to  help  clean  up  the  mess  i 
my  country. 

Q:  Do  you  find  any  conflict  between 
your  “church”  job  and  your  “political” 
job? 

A:  Both  my  jobs  are  God’s  business. 
The  slogan  of  United  Methodists  in 
Rhodesia  is  “preaching  the  whole  Gospel 
to  the  whole  man.”  They  cannot  be  made 
whole  until  they  are  liberated,  and  it  is 
my  position  that  it  is  God’s  work  to  have 
men  and  women  liberated.  The  church 
has  made  a  terrible  mistake  when  it  tries 
to  segment  life.  We  are  just  kidding 
ourselves  if  we  say  the  church  is  not  in 
politics.  How  can  we  avoid  being  in¬ 
volved  in  that  which  so  regulates 
everyone’s  daily  life? 

Q:  What  does  “liberation”  mean  to  you 
and  black  Rhodesians? 

A:  Blacks  of  Zimbabwe  waht  their 
God-given  unalienable  rights  —  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
Liberation  means  “wholeness”  for  men 
and  women  in  all  areas  of  their  life  — 
political,  economic  and  personal.  It 
means  self-determination  and  it  means 
freedom. 

You  sent  the  missionaries  to  Africa 
with  the  Gospel.  There  is  an  ingredient  of 
freedom  in  the  Gospel,  and  this 
awareness  has  driven  us  to  be  free.  I  am 
the  product  of  missions  work  and  mission 
schools.  Over  90  percent  of  all  the 
African  leadership  south  of  the  Sahara  is 
Christian.  Now  Ian  Smith  calls  us  “com¬ 
munists”  and  you  believe  him. 

Q:  What  percentage  of  the  Rhodesian 
population  is  Christian  and  is  the  church 
growing  or  declining? 

A:  According  to  a  study  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  sister,  20  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  can  be  considered  committed  Chris¬ 
tians  and  another  30  percent  are  normal 
or  “sort  of”  Christians.  That  is  half  of  the 


Rudolf  Bultmann 

Theological  ‘giant’  dies 


MARBURG,  West  Germany  (RNS)  — 
Dr.  Rudolf  Karl  Bultmann,  the  famed 
theologian  and  biblical  scholar  who 
taught  that  much  of  the  New  Testament 
is  “myth,”  died  here  on  July  30  at  the  age 
of  91. 

He  was  the  last,  and  perhaps  most  con¬ 
troversial,  of  Protestantism’s  mid¬ 
century  theological  “giants,”  a  group  in¬ 
cluding  Karl  Barth,  Paul  Tillich  and 
Reinhold  Niebuhr. 

“There  is  an  appropriateness  to  Rudolf 
Butlmann  being  the  last  of  the  great 
Protestant  theologians  of  our  century  to 
pass  from  the  scene.  For  none  of  them 
belonged  more  completely  to  the  20th 
century  nor  has  any  contributed  more 
significantly  to  defining  its  distinctive 
theological  problem  and  providing  for  its 
solution,”  Dr.  Schubert  Ogden  told 
TM/UMR.  He  is  professor  of  theology  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  and 
a  personal  friend  of  the  late  Lutheran 
clergyman. 

The  theological  problem  for  the  20th 
century,  said  Dr.  Ogden,  is  that  the 
language  in  which  the  historic  Christian 
faith  is  expressed  is  no  longer  viable.  Dr. 
Bultmann  offered  a  thorough-going 
rethinking.  “It  was  an  absolute  water¬ 
shed,”  said  Dr.  Ogden.  “He  was  the  first 
to  put  it  so  sharply.  Now  there  is  no  going 
back.  The  judgment  of  history  will  be 
that  he  is  the  one  thologian  ‘par  ex¬ 
cellence!’  ” 

Dr.  Bultmann  was  so  influential  that 
virtually  all  biblical  scholarship  over  the 
past  four  decades  has  taken  account, 
either  positively  or  negatively,  of  his 
work.  He  was  at  once  one  of  the  most 
highly  acclaimed  and  strongly  de¬ 
nounced  religious  figures  of  his  day. 

Conservatives  in  Europe  and  America 
often  charged  that  he  removed  the 
dimension  of  revelation  from 
Christianity  with  his  “demythologizing” 
of  the  New  Testament.  To  Dr.  Bultmann, 
the  identification  of  some  biblical 
material  as  “myth”  did  not  destroy  the 
basis  of  faith. 

Dr.  Bultmann  accepted  much  of  the 
existentialist  philosophy  of  Soren 
Kierkegaard  and  Martin  Heidegger  and 
emphasis  on  modern  existence  figured  in 
his  approach  to  biblical  interpretation. 
He  grappled  with  one  of  the  modem  age’s 
most  vexing  religious  dilemnas:  how  to 
reconcile  the  scientific,  rational  outlook 
with  the  miraculous,  spiritual  per¬ 
spective  of  centuries  of  Christian  belief. 

It  was  in  1941  that  the  Marburg 
professor  dropped  what  is  known  as  his 
“bombshell.”  In  an  article  read  before 
the  Society  for  Evangelical  Theology  in 
Alpirsbach,  he  set  forth  the  need  to 
“demythologize”  the  New  Testament. 

The  New  Testament,  he  said,  is  not  a 
book  of  history  but  is  made  up  of 
documents  testifying  to  the  faith  of  the 
early  Christian  church.  Dr.  Bultmann 
refused,  for  example,  to  search  for  the 
“historical  Jesus.”  He  insisted  that  the 
Bible  be  interpreted  in  a  manner 
relevant  to  modern  persons  whose 
thought  forms  differ  from  those  of  the 
first  century  A.D. 

His  “bombshell”  did  not  explode  im¬ 
mediately,  partly  because  of  World  War 
II.  After  the  war,  “demythology” 
became  a  fighting  word  in  Europe  and 
America. 

While  popularly  presented  as  a  man 
who  questioned  the  bodily  resurrection  of 
Jesus,  his  virgin  birth  and  the  Gospel 
miracle  stories  as  factual  history,  Dr. 
Bultmann  stood  as  more  than  a 
debunker. 

He  questioned  traditions  in  order  to 
enliven  faith  and  he  was  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  to  show  the  Bible  as  the  church’s 
testimony  to  faith,  rather  than  as  a  ran¬ 
dom  collection  of  books  to  be  studied  as 
literature. 

While  they  defended  one  another,  Dr. 
Barth’s  and  Dr.  Bulmannn's 


disagreements  constituted  one  of  the 
most  interesting  theological  debates  of 
the  century. 

Dr.  Barth,  who  reacted  negatively  to 
19th  century  humanism,  centered  his 
theology  on  the  supernatural  God.  Dr. 
Bultmann  tended  to  put  the  believer  in 
the  spotlight.  The  two  “giants”  did  not 
see  eye  to  eye  on  how  to  interpret  the 
theology  of  St.  Paul.  Dr.  Barth  once 
wrote  that  he  looked  forward  to  ac¬ 
companying  Dr.  Bultmann  in  heaven  as 
they,  together,  asked  St.  Paul  “just  what 
he  really  meant.” 

Dr.  Bultmann  always  insisted  that  he 
had  no  wish  to  destroy  anything  with  his 
approach  to  biblical  interpretation.  His 
purpose,  he  said,  was  to  understand  and 
accept  the  salvation  message  of  early 
Christianity  in  its  own  context  and,  by 
freeing  the  Gospel  from  first  century 
language,  help  make  possible  modern  en¬ 
counters  with  Christ. 


population  which  includes  6.5  million 
blacks,  270,000  whites,  20,000  coloureds 
and  10,000  Asians. 

The  church  is  growing  very  fast;  there 
isn’t  a  church  building  that’s  big  enough. 
We  do  not  have  enough  sanctuaries.  In 
recent  conversations  with  the  bishop  of 
Mozambique  I  learned  the  churches 
(Methodist)  there  are  also  growing 
rapidly  since  liberation. 

Q:  You  have  been  a  strong  advocate  of 
non-violence.  What  was  the  decisive  turn¬ 
ing  point  in  your  shift  to  a  more  militant 
stance? 

A:  For  the  A.N.C.,  it  was  the  June  1, 
1975,  massacre  in  Salisbury  and  the 
failure  of  the  Victoria  Bridge  meeting 
with  Ian  Smith  in  August  of  1975.  The 
decision  to  bear  arms  in  self-defense 
comes  for  liberation  movements  when 
again  and  again  they  are  shot  down  with 
nothing  in  their  hands  in  the  course  of 
peaceful  demonstrations. 

I  still  want  to  use  non-violent  steps,  but 
the  “mad  man”  keeps  coming.  The 
church  needs  to  help  stop  the  violence  on 
all  those  lives.  Maybe  there  is.  a  time  to 
justify  violence  temporarily  to  stop 
violence.  That  is  what  is  going  through 
my  mind. 

Q:  Do  Christians  in  Rhodesia  support 
the  liberation  movement  and  the  armed 
struggle? 

A:  Ninety-nine  percent  of  the  black 
Christians  support  liberation  and  the 
armed  liberation  forces.  Less  than  one 
per  cent  of  white  Christians  support 
liberation.  Not  all  blacks  are  carrying 
arms,  although  thousands  of  young  men 
and  women  are  involved  in  the  struggle. 

Q:  What  is  your  strongest  weapon 
against  the  Ian  Smith  security  forces? 

A:  Conviction.  Conviction  is  a  terrific 
power,  and  we  are  determined.  When  the 
young  commander  says  “I’ve  come  to 
give  my  life  so  that  millions  of  others 
may  live  in  a  free  country,”  that  commit¬ 
ment  will  win  over  a  man  fighting  for 
nothing  more  than  money  to  buy  a  new 
car.  Our  morale  is  very  high. 

Q:  How  are  church  women  involved  in 
the  liberation  struggle. 

A:  The  women’s  movement  started  as 
a  prayer  movement.  The  women  get  up 
at  four  o’clock  every  Friday  and  Sunday 
morning  to  pray  —  for  the  church,  for  the 
success  of  the  liberation  movement  and 
for  their  sons  and  daughters  in  it.  Last 
month  a  national  day  of  prayer  was  held 
at  a  stadium  with  15,000  attending. 
Women  also  cook  for  and  hide  the 
freedom  fighters.  This  is  very  important 
and  they  are  very  courageous  because 
they  may  be  jailed  for  up  to  15  years,  if 
caught.  Women  are  also  freedom 
fighters. 

Q:  Do  white  Rhodesians  understand 
black  aspirations  at  all? 

A :  No,  most  know  nothing  of  blacks  ex¬ 
cept  as  cooks  and  nannies  for  their 
children.  To  the  whites  in  Southern 
Africa,  blacks  are  only  important  in  as 
far  as  they  can  be  economically  exploited 


to  provide  wealth,  comfort  and  prosperi¬ 
ty  for  the  white  man.  Ian  Smith  says 
“blacks  are  the  happiest  people  in  the 
world.”  But  there  is  a  sprinkling  of 
whites  who  support  liberation. 

Q:  What  about  white  missionaries? 

A:  The  white  missionaries  are  continu¬ 
ing  to  work  safely  in  the  midst  of  the  very 
areas  where  white  farmers  are  now  flee¬ 
ing.  The  missionaries  know  what  the 
situation  is  because  they  work  with  us; 
several  have  been  deported  for  trying  to 
tell  what  they  know  about  the  “protected 
villages”  or  “keeps”  where  blacks  are 
locked  up  under  the  arbitrary  powers 
granted  under  the  law-and-order 
maintenance  laws. 

The  freedom  fighters  have  urged  the 
missionaries  to  stay  and  continue  to 
work.  We  are  not  after  white  skins  but 
freedom  from  oppression. 

Q:  What  direction  do  Christians  in 
Africa  want  their  nation  to  take  after 
liberation? 

A :  The  trend  in  Africa  is  to  be 
socialistic.  Many  people  think  socialism 
is  more  supportive  of  the  Christian 
Gospel  than  capitalism.  Africans  ruled 
by  capitalistic  colonial  power  want  a 
change.  Otherwise,  our  liberation  will 
not  be  liberation  at  all  but  simply  the 
replacement  of  whites  by  blacks. 

Socialism  and  communism  are  two  dif¬ 
ferent  things,  however.  Communism  is 
atheistic.  We  believe  in  God.  It  is  hard  to 
find  an  ordinary  African  who  doesn’t 
believe  in  God  and  hard  to  find  Africans 
who  know  what  communism  is.  There 
may  be  a  few  atheists  among  those  who 
studied  at  U.S.  or  European  universities. 

Q:  Hunger  is  a  major  concern  of 
United  Methodists.  Is  hunger  an  issue  in 
Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe)? 

A :  Hunger  and  malnutrition  are  great 
problems  but  not  because  Rhodesia  and 
South  Africa  don’t  produce  enough  food. 
Both  are  very  rich  countries  with  im¬ 
pressive  agricultural  production.  The 
problem  is  distribution;  land  reform  is 
needed.  In  Rhodesia  half  the  land  with 
poor  soils  and  rainfall  has  been  allocated 
to  95  percent  of  the  population  which  is 
black.  The  other  half  (45  million  acres)  of 
fertile  productive  land  is  for  the  whites 
who  may  own  up  to  50,000  acres.  It  is  il¬ 
legal  for  the  African  to  have  more  than 
eight  acres. 

Q:  Do  you  think  U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
Kissinger’s  policy  statement  on  Africa 
indicates  any  future  support  for  black 
liberation  movements? 

A:  It  is  “too  little,  too  late.”  There  has 
not  been  any  change;  there  is  not  even 
any  in  the  talking  stages.  We  will  proceed 
as  best  we  can. 

Although  my  country  is  not  free  yet,  as 
an  African  I  am  proud  of  Angola’s  suc¬ 
cess.  We  made  it  without  you. 

As  long  as  people  in  the  U.S.  are  so 
poorly  informed  about  our  country,  Ian 
Smith  can  keep  on  saying  “Come  help 
us;  they’re  rocking  our  boat”  and  your 
government  will  rush  to  his  support. 
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cis  Lafon  financial  campaign 


Murray  C.  Fincher,  outstanding 
Methodist  layman  and  civic  leader  in 
New  Orleans,  who  has  accepted  the 
responsibility  for  the  financial  campaign 
for  the  Lafon  Home.  All  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana,  and  many  other 
persons  who  are  interested  in  help  for  the 
needy  and  elderly,  will  be  given  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  sign  pledge  cards  during  the 
month  of  September.  A  three-million- 
dollar  campaign  is  now  under  way.  The 
conference  is  grateful  to  Mr.  Fincher  for 
his  splendid  leadership. 


Thirteen  cents  for  a 

By  SPILLER  MILTON 

The  Houma  Alliance,  Inc.  has  written  a 
proposal  to  the  U.S.  Office  of  Indian 
Education  that  would  provide  $86,000. 
per  year  for  three  years,  a  total  of 
$258,000.  for  a  Family  Center  and  Sum¬ 
mer  Remedial  Education  program  at  the 
Dulac  Community  Center. 

The  Family  Center  would  provide  pre¬ 
school  enrichment  and  parenthood 
training  for  30  Indian  families  each  year. 

At  present  many  of  the  Indian  families  do 
not  qualify  for  these  programs  because 
their  income  is  too  high  to  receive  State 
assistance  but  too  low  to  pay  for  the  ser¬ 
vice.  The  Family  Center  would  be  open  to 
any  Indian  family  on  the  basis  that  the 
parents  were  denied  educational  op¬ 
portunities  in  the  past. 

Of  600  proposals  submitted  from 
throughout  the  nation,  only  115  received 
“reading  approval."  The  Houma  Al¬ 
liance  proposal  was  among  these.  Of  this 
number,  100  received  funding;  the 
Houma  Alliance  was  one  of  the  15  which 


quarter  million 

did  not. 

However,  YOU  may  be  able  to  help. 
Congressman  Bellman  has  introdu  *d  a 
Bill  in  Congress  for  additional  ap¬ 
propriations  for  the  Office  of  Indian 
Education  which  would  cover  these  15 
additional  proposals.  You  can  urge  the 
passage  of  this  Bill.  Write  a  letter  and 
spend  13*  postage  (on  each  letter)  to  the 
two  Senators  from  Louisiana,  your 
Congressman;  and/or  Representative 
Sidney  R.  Yates,  Chairman  of  the  In¬ 
terior  Subcommittee  of  the  House  Ap¬ 
propriations  Committee.  By  writing  you 
will  make  these  persons  aware  of 
Louisiana’s  interest  in  this  proposal. 

Since  a  number  for  the  Bill  has  not 
been  received,  please  refer  to  “Office  of 
Indian  Education  Proposal  #535  AH 
60128.” 

The  thirteen  cents  for  your  letter  may 
help  provide  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  of  service  to  Indians  of  the  Dulac 
Area. 


Sevier  Church  celebrates  first  homecoming 


Conference  hunger 
disaster  committee 
asks  support 

Hubert  Blanchard,  Chairman  of  the 
Disaster/Hunger  Committee,  is  urging 
all  local  churches  to  cooperate  in  em¬ 
phasizing  the  Hunger/Disaster  thrust  for 
the  conference  year  and  throughout  the 
quadrennium. 

He  points  out  that  Sunday,  September  5 
has  been  designated  as  “Feed  The 
Hungry  of  The  World  Sunday’’  and  the 
Disaster  Committee  is  hopeful  that  local 
churches  will  take  a  special  offering  on 
that  day.  He  notes  that  churches  which 
do  not  have  an  offering  on  September  5 
may  wish  to  adopt  their  individual 
program  for  Hunger  and  Disaster  Con¬ 
cern  for  the  conference  year.  All 
donations  for  the  Hunger  program  should 
be  sent  to  the  Conference  Treasurer; 
they  will  be  designated  “Advance 
Specials." 

The  Conference  Disaster/Hunger  Com¬ 
mittee  met  in  Alexandria  on  July  24,  with 
the  Cabinet  representative,  District 
Superintendent  A.  Jerome  Cain,  and 
short  and  long  range  plans  were 
discussed.  The  Committee  plans  to  point 
up  aims  and  goals  periodically.  The  Rev. 
George  Sherman.  Lafayette  District 
chairman  for  Disaster/  Hunger  is  pres¬ 
ently  preparing  a  pamphlet  for  use  by  the 
local  pastors  in  emphasizing  this  im¬ 
portant  work. 

Mr.  Blanchard  states,  “.  .  .  if  we  are 
to  be  totally  committed  Christians,  we 
are  to  serve  our  fellow  man  in  adverse 
times  of  hunger  and  disaster." 

A-V  library 
has  new  film 

The  Audio-Visual  Library  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  office  in 
Shreveport,  has  informed  this  newspaper 
of  a  new  film  available  in  the  Library. 
Entitled  “A  Part  of  Something  Big,"  the 
30-minute  film  shows  how  churches  work 
in  their  own  communities  and  around  the 
world  as  they  give  to  World  Service.  It  is 
the  first  new  motion  picture  in  four  years 
dealing  with  World  Service,  and  was 
produced  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications. 

Ms.  Bobbie  Washington,  of  the  Audio- 
Visual  Library  says  that  the  film  is 
available  from  the  library  in  Shreveport, 
(P.O.  Box  4325)  or  from  the  United 
Methodist  Film  Service,  1525  McGavock 
St.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


The  Sevier  Church,  Ferriday,  has 
celebrated  the  first  Homecoming  Service 
in  the  church’s  history,  and  almost  300 
persons  attended  the  worship  service. 
This  established  a  record  at  the  Sevier 
Church. 

Many  activities  marked  the 
celebration,  including  presentation  of  an 
historical  sketch  of  the  church.  A 
covered-dish  meal,  singing,  and  special 
recognition  awards  were  all  part  of  the 
Homecoming.  Many  persons  were  cited 


Roberts  United  Methodist  Women, 
Denham  Springs,  recently  conducted  a 
series  of  mission  studies.  The  studies 
were  concentrated  on  the  Prophets 
Amos.  Hosea,  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah.  The 
theme  was  centered  around  the  study, 
“A  Nation  Under  God." 

The  accompanying  photograph  shows 


for  their  unique  and  loyal  contirbutions 
to  the  church  over  the  years. 

The  accompanying  photograph  shows 
clergy  and  wives  who  have  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  church.  They  are  (from 
left) :  the  R6v.  and  Mrs.  J.P.  McKeithen; 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Means;  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  B.J.  Champion,  presently  ser¬ 
ving  the  church;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ted 
Howes;  and  Mrs.  Rosa  Sensitaffer, 
widow  of  a  former  minister. 


the  instructors:  William  Lockhart.  Sr..; 
Mrs.  Ida  G.  Griffin;  and  Ms.  Bettve  Wat¬ 
son.  (Not  shown  is  Mrs.  Ruthie  Lee 
Ceaser. ) 

The  Rev.  C.L.  Hillard  is  Pastor  of  the 
Roberts  Church.  Mrs.  Elma  J.  Scott  is 
President  of  UMW. 


Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home 
extends  thanks 

Terrel  J.  DeVille.  Superintendent  of 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  at 
Ruston,  has  recently  informed  this 
newspaper  of  the  upcoming  “Harvest 
Issue”  which  will  be  printed  as  an  extra 
in  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST.  This  will  be  the  edition  of 
October  8;  watch  for  it. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  DeVille  points 
out  that  many  memorials  continue  to  be 
sent  to  the  Home,  and  they  help  im¬ 
measurably  in  the  work  carried  on  there 
Particularly  he  notes  that  a  significant 
number  have  been  received  in  memory 
of  Mrs.  Carl  F.  Lueg  Mr.  DeVille  says: 
".  ..  I  am  sure  that  with  the  warm 
loving  heart  and  nature  that  was  Mar¬ 
jorie  Lueg,  she  would  be  pleased  to  know 
that  so  many  had  honored  her  by  helping 
children  and  youth  in  need  of  love  and  un¬ 
derstanding."  He  adds  that  her  family 
joins  them  in  thanking  the  many  friends 
who  have  given  Memorials  to  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Communications  job 
opening  in  New  York 

A  special  services  coordinator  to 
facilitate  in-depth  reporting  on  issues, 
concerns,  programs  and  people  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  being  sought 
by  United  Methodist  Communications. 

Qualifications,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  received  by  this  newspaper, 
include:  some  experience  in  news 
gathering,  writing,  editing  for  radio, 
television  and/or  press;  research  and  in¬ 
formation  gathering,  documentary 
reporting,  public  relations,  supervision 
of  a  staff  and  training  of  spokespersons 
Qualified  persons  may  apply  to  Nelson 
Price.  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1370, 
New  York.  N.Y.  10027  by  September  1. 

Changes  of  address 

Inflation  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  and 
when  you  move  it  costs!  This  is  now 
reflected  more  than  ever  with  newspaper 
changes  of  address  and  because  of  the 
new  postal  rates  it  now  costs  our  office 
$.25  for  every  change  of  address  that 
comes  to  us  from  the  post  office. 

It  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  this 
newspaper  if  you  will  notify  us  of  your 
change  of  address  in  advance  if  possible; 
or  as  soon  as  possible  after  you  move.  We 
have  a  very  tight  budget  and  every  $.25 
counts.  Thank  you. 


Evangelistic  effort  “going  strong” 


At  a  recent  RENEWAL  MISSION  at  First  Church,  Donaldsonville.  the  Rev.  Andv 
Foreman,  Conference  Evangelist,  third  from  left,  was  the  Evangelist  and  song 
leader.  Here  he  enjoys  a  lighthearted  moment  with  some  members  of  the  Donald¬ 
sonville  church.  They  are.  from  left:  Lay  Leader  David  Price:  Administrative 
Board  Chairman  Wendell  McCord:  and  the  Rev.  Gene  Kimble.  Pastor.  The  mission 
attracted  many  local  United  Methodists,  and  (in  the  ecumenical  spirit)  Baptists. 
Episcopalians,  and  a  number  of  Roman  Catholics  and  members  of  the  Christian 
Church. 


Roberts  UMW  conduct  mission  studies 


Mission  Studies  Leaders.  Roberts  Church. 


"I  nited  Methodist  ft  omen  -  in  action  1" 


Conference  annual  meeting  to  be 


held  in  Sulphur 


United  Methodist  Women  from 
throughout  the  Conference  will  gather  in 
Sulphur  on  September  17-18  for  their  an¬ 
nual  meeting,  which  bears  the  “ear¬ 
marks”  of  another  outstanding  event. 

President  Amy  (Mrs.  Truman)  Ward 
has  issued  an  invitation  to  all  United 
Methodist  Women  to  be  on  hand  when  the 
meeting  begins  at  12:50  P.M.  in  Henning 
Memorial  Church,  Sulphur,  host  church. 
Registration  will  be  held  from  10  A.M. 
until  noon  on  that  day. 

The  meeting  is  designed  for  all  local 
women  with  a  program  to  promote  the 
Purpose  of  UMW  and  to  meet  the  needs  of 
United  Methodist  Women.  The  theme, 
“United  Methodist  Women  in  Action"  is 
appropriate  for  an  outstanding  program 
which  has  been  planned.  Districts  will 
share  concerns  and  issues,  and  a 
dynamic  speaker  has  been  announced. 


Sicily  Island 
consecrates  new 
education  building 

First  Church,  Sicily  Island,  con¬ 
secrated  their  new  Education  Building 
on  July  25.  Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr., 
Monroe  District  Superintendent, 
delivered  the  morning  message  and  led 
the  Consecration  Service.  He  was 
assisted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  James 
Hodges,  who  notes:  “.  .  .  it  was  a  joyous 
occasion ...” 

The  new  building  provides  classrooms, 
pastor’s  study,  chapel,  choir  room,  rest 
rooms,  kitchen,  and  a  large  and  func¬ 
tional  recreation  room. 

Many  persons  took  part  in  the  services, 
and  numerous  friends  from  the  com¬ 
munity,  including  members  of  other 
church  denominations,  attended. 


She  is  Mrs.  Yvonne  Ferris,  a  Nebraskan, 
and  immediate  past  president  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  UMW  and 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Women’s  Division. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  September 
7,  and  registrations  should  be  sent  to 
Mrs.  Tom  Carnahan,  514  Kent  Drive,  Sul¬ 
phur,  La.  70663.  The  fee  for  everyone  is 
$2.00.  The  Friday  evening  dinner  will  be 
$4.50  and  will  be  served  in  the  W.  W. 
Lewis  Jr.  High  School  Cafeteria.  This  is 
open  to  everyone,  but  reservations  must 
be  made.  Local  UMW  Presidents  have 
been  notified  of  the  meeting,  and  if  you 
have  not  been  contacted  by  your  local 
President,  call  her! 

Local  unit  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
are  planning  a  warm  welcome,  and  will 
serve  luncheon  on  both  days,  and  break¬ 
fast  on  Saturday. 

You  will  be  hearing  more  about  the 
meeting  in  this  newspaper. 


Ngu  Tiong  Kwong 
No.  17.  Kelupu  Road. 
Binatang.  Sarawak. 
22nd  July,  1976 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
1915  American  Bank  Building 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
Dear  Bishop: 

I  am  very  glad  to  write  this  letter  to  you.  We  are  very  grateful  to  your  help  for 
the  building  fund  of  Mang  Kwong  Methodist  Church. 

We  have  spent  many  years  to  plan  to  build  this  church.  Now  fortunately  we 
can  succeed  through  God’s  fully  blessing  and  everyone’s  co-operation.  Last 
year  you  attended  the  planning  meeting  in  mid-August  in  Sibu.  And  you  learned 
our  church  financial  difficulties,  and  promised  to  give  us  help.  Then  we,  our 
building  committee  members  are  very  grateful  to  your  help  and  to  continue  our 
fund  raising. 

Hoping  that  our  God  bless  all  of  us 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully 

Ngu  Tiong  Kwong 


Methodist  layman 
receives  hospital  citation 


Louis  M.  Frazier.  Jr.  (left),  of  Shreveport,  received  “ Appreciation  Certificate” 
from  Chaplain  Lowell  C.  Todd,  VA  Hospital.  Shreveport. 


Mr.  L.M.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Hospital  Direc¬ 
tor,  Veterans  Administration  Hospital, 
Shreveport,  was  presented  an  “Ap¬ 
preciation  Certificate”  by  the  hospital’s 
Chaplain  Lowell  Todd.  Mr.  Frazier,  a 
member  of  First  Church,  Shreveport,  is 
an  outstanding  United  Methodist 
layman. 

Chaplain  Todd  indicates  that  this 
award,  “which  is  given  as  a  prestigious 
expression  of  thanks  to  those  who 
provide  exceptional  support  to  religious 
programs,  was  presented  to  Frazier  on 
behalf  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Chaplains  and  Armed  Forces  Personnel 

British  Methodists 


in  Washington  and  the  Shreveport  VAH 
Chaplain  Services  as  an  Outstanding 
Christian,  layman,  administrator,  and 
friend.” 

Ernest  M.  Dill  dies 

News  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Ernest 
M.  Dill,  retired  Associate  Member,  has 
been  received.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Dill 
died  on  July  29. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  E  M. 
Dill,  who  resides  in  Ruston  (71270)  at 
Apt.  5,  1100  S.  Farmerville. 

This  newspaper  joins  many  friends  in 
extending  sympathy  to  the  family. 


New  appointments 
announced 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  and  the 
Cabinet  have  announced  the  following 
appointments,  effective  August  16: 

The  Rev.  Ira  M.  Robinson  will  serve 
First  Church,  Bastrop;  the  Reverend 
Thomas  M.  Lancaster  is  appointed  to 
First  Church,  Welsh. 

Fall  meetings 
to  be  held 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah 

This  newspaper  has  received  an¬ 
nouncements  of  several  meetings 
scheduled  at  Mt  Sequoyah  Methodist 
Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Ark.  during  the 
month  of  October. 

“The  Best  Is  Yet  To  Be"  is  the  theme 
chosen  for  a  Convocation  for  early 
retirees  and  the  elderly,  October  11-14, 
1976.  Mrs  Rosalie  J.  Lawson,  Ph.D., 
Fayetteville,  will  be  the  leader.  Cost  of 
the  event,  including  registration,  room 
and  board,  will  br  $48  per  person  or  $96. 
per  couple. 

“My  Job,’’  an  enterprise  designed  to 
give  specific  helps  to  persons  designated 
as  Work  Area  chairmen  and  age-level 
coordinators  of  District  Councils  on 
Ministries,  is  planned  for  October  20-23, 
1976  at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  Serving  as  director 
will  be  Dr.  Myers  Curtis,  Conference 
Council  Director  of  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference.  Following  this  enterprise  a 
“mini”  workshop,  giving  emphasis  to 
planning  will  be  held.  Lay  people  will 
find  this  a  real  opportunity  for  securing 
of  skills  and  understanding  “how  to 
plan.  "  Dates  are  noon  October  23  through 
noon  October  24. 

Further  information  on  these  events  is 
available  through  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  Office  in  Shreveport. 


increase 


Scott  Church  celebrates  family  week 


Some  of  the  congregation  of  Scott  Church  shown  on  Family  Week  Sunday. 


Methodism’s  first  increase  in  14  years, 
and  a  number  of  new  members  joining 
the  church  is  the  good  news  reported  to 
the  recent  British  Methodist  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  In  1976  13%  more  new  members 
joined  the  church  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  British  Church  has  bottomed 
out  and  is  now  coming  back  up  ,  and  there 
is  a  spirit  of  optimism  among  British 
Wesleyans. 

Dillard  offers  many  courses 

Dillard  University  will  offer  more  than 
230  courses  in  the  divisions  of  education, 
humanities,  the  natural  sciences,  the 
social  sciences  and  nursing  during  the 
fall  semester  which  begins  August  30. 

More  than  1200  students  are  expected 
to  register  next  week.  Freshman 
orientation  will  begin  with  a  convocation 
in  Lawless  Memorial  Chapel  for 
freshmen  and  their  parents. 

Dr.  Samule  DuBois  Cook,  Dillards 
President  of  18  months,  stresses 
“academic  excellence"  in  all  phases  of 
the  university’s  program. 


Scott  Church  emphasized  the  Christian 
family  in  a  week-long  celebration  this 
spring,  with  all  members  of  the  church 
taking  part  in  the  activity.  Each  evening 
featured  a  different  event,  including 
talent,  recreation,  and  special  presen¬ 
tations. 

The  Family  Week  program  was 


culminated  with  a  congregational 
gathering  at  which  Miss  Virtle  Jones, 
President  of  UMW  of  of  Wesley  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  was  the  featured  speaker. 

Mrs.  E  Bouligny  was  chairman  and 
Mrs.  R.  Milton  was  co-chairman  Pastor 
of  the  church  is  the  Rev.  W.C.  August. 
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Witness  of  athletes  to  faith  is 
welcome  trend  in  sports  world 


Here  I  Stand 


AUGUST  20. 1976 


Population  ideology  and  Christian  responsibility 


Few  viewers  of  televised  athletic 
events  in  recent  months  could  fail  to 
notice  that  more  athletes  than  ever 
before  are  willing  —  even  eager  —  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  their  religious  beliefs  in  front  of 
television  and  grandstand  audiences. 

When  some  major  college  athletic 
teams  began  publicly  praying  together 
before  competition  a  few  years  ago.  they 
drew  considerable  national  publicity  as 
“curiosities”  in  the  sports  world.  They 
also  drew  more  than  a  few  charges  from 
both  inside  and  outside  the  church  that 
prayer  was  being  “misused”  and  was 
“out  of  place”  in  such  circumstances. 

Today  veteran  newscasters  hardly 
blink  an  eye  when  athletes  interject  com¬ 
ments  about  “God’s  help”  in  response  to 
questions  about  their  athletic  successes. 
The  recently  completed  Olympic  games 
in  Montreal  probably  provided  more 
televised  witnessing  by  athletes  than  any 
singular  athletic  event  in  history  (see 
TM/UMR,  Aug.  13). 

Gold  medalist  swimmer  John  Naber 
prayed  openly  and  thanked  God  before 
TV  cameras  after  winning  a  medal.  Mike 
Johnson,  a  kayak  racer,  brought  a  bag  of 
Bibles  to  the  games  and  passed  them  out. 
Madeline  Manning  Jackson,  800  meter 
runner,  signed  all  of  her  autographs 
“Running  for  Jesus.”  Several  other 
athletes  made  similar  professions  of 
faith. 

Some  critics  have  dismissed  in  the  past 
—  and  probably  will  in  the  future  —  much 
of  such  “religious  visibility”  in  sports 
events  as  “showboating”  or  using 
religious  belief  as  a  “lucky  charm"  not 
much  different  than  a  rabbit’s  foot. 

But  while  there  undoubtedly  are 
athletes  who  pray  self-serving  prayers 
for  victory,  wear  their  religion  like  a 
magic  charm,  or  pray  as  a  spectacle  like 
the  Pharisee  in  the  temple,  there  also  are 
undoubtedly  many  others  who  earnestly 

TM/UMR  essays 
to  look  for 
4 the  church ’ 

Where  have  you  experienced  “the 
church”?  Heard  its  song?  Seen  its 
vision?  Tasted  its  wine?  Felt  its  touch? 

Give  us  a  single  concrete  example  of 
your  personal  experience  in  “finding  the 
church”  in  your  life.  It  may  have  hap¬ 
pened  inside  the  walls  of  a  church 
building  or  on  a  busy  city  street.  It  may 
have  happened  to  you  alone,  or  to  a  few 
individuals,  or  to  an  entire  congregation. 
What  was  it?  When  was  it?  Where  was  it? 
How  did  you  feel  about  it? 

Tell  us  in  an  essay  of  no  more  than  ^50^ 
words. 

Criteria 

TM/UMR  will  pay  $10  for  each  essay 
printed  in  its  columns.  Essays  will  be 
selected  on  the  basis  of  originality,  in¬ 
terest,  and  effectiveness  in  inspiring 
other  Christians. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  are  no  limitations  on  subject 
matter;  essay  topics  may  range  from 
traditional  to  innovative  to  unique  ex¬ 
pressions  of  the  church. 

2.  The  essay  should  be  250  words  or 
less,  and  preferably  type  and  double 
spaced. 

3.  The  essay  must  be  based  on  an  ac¬ 
tual  happening. 

4.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  Sept.  15, 1976. 

5.  Each  entry  must  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  and  name  of 
local  church  where  membership  is  held. 
Entries  cannot  be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Reader 
Essays,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75221. 
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witness  to  a  faith  they  live  day  by  day. 

Christians  everywhere  should  rejoice 
in  the  courage  and  conviction  which 
prompts  these  young  people  to  say  what 
they  believe  in  a  world  where  it  is  not 
always  popular  or  socially  acceptable  to 
speak  in  spiritual  terms.  In  a  society 
where  our  athletic  heroes  more  often 
than  not  spend  their  spare  time  en¬ 
couraging  us  to  buy  hamburgers, 
shaving  lotion,  or  beer,  how  can  any 
Christian  do  anything  but  cheer  when  an 
athlete  tries  to  give  God  some  “equal 
viewing  time"? 

Surrounded  by  a  world  of  athletic  com¬ 
petition  which  has  sometimes  em¬ 
phasized  the  physical  aspects  of  life  to 
the  near  exclusion  of  all  else,  these 
athletes  have  said  with  enthusiasm  that  a 
person  is  not  whole  without  a  spiritual 
dimension.  For  that,  we  should  be 
grateful. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  WALTER  W.  BENJAMIN 

Since  1972  when  a  Presidential  Com¬ 
mission  on  Population  Growth  and  the 
American  Future  presented  its  report  to 
the  Congress,  controversy  concerning 
population  limitation  has  increased  in 
the  United  States.  While  scientific 
research  was  used  in  the  report,  it  is  fun¬ 
damentally  a  moral  treatise  reflecting 
the  fact  that  there  are  three  major 
ideological  alternatives  struggling  for 
dominance  among  us.  While  the 
following  are  not  mutually  exclusive,  the 
emphasis  upon  one  or  the  other  makes  a 
considerable  difference  in  which 
population  policies  should  receive  most 
attention  and  funding. 

1.  THE  CRISIS  ENVIRONMENTA¬ 
LISTS:  The  prophet  of  environmental 
doom,  Paul  Ehrlich,  popularized  this 
ideology  in  his  best  seller,  “The  Popula¬ 
tion  Bomb.”  Both  disease  and  remedy 
are  simple:  our  ecosystem  is  sick  and  the 
culprit  is  overpopulation.  The  only 


remedy  is  to  move  as  quickly  as  possible 
to  zero  population  growth;  by  persuasion 
if  possible,  by  government  coercion  if 
necessary.  Human  survival  must  be  en¬ 
sured;  quality  of  life  is  of  primal  value 
Unfortunately,  Ehrlich  states  his  case 
with  such  passion  as  to  short-circuit 
ethical  debate  on  other  conflicting  pop¬ 
ulation  strategies. 

2.  THE  FAMILY  PLANNERS:  Here 
the  focus  is  on  how  population  growth 
and  fertility  behavior  benefit  or  harm  the 
family.  Family  planners  accept  a 
Malthusian  assumption  that  families, 
whatever  their  culture,  wish  to  keep  their 
fertility  in  harmony  with  zero  population 
growth.  If  all  unwanted  and  unplanned 
pregnancies,  within  and  without 
marriage,  could  be  eliminated,  this  goal 
could  be  reached.  Their  cardinal  value, 
therefore,  is  freedom ;  complete  and  free 
access  to  all  available  methods  of  birth 
control,  abortion,  and  sterilization.  Plan¬ 
ned  Parenthood  and  other  proponents  of 


this  school  of  thought  want  to  maximize 
individual  freedom  and  minimize  govern 
ment  intervention  in  American  life,  ex¬ 
cept  where  action  on  the  part  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  would  enhance  that  freedom. 

Distribute  justice’  emphasis 
3.  THE  DE VELOPMENTALISTS : 
Whereas  Crisis  Environmentalists  and 
Family  Planners  alike  see  the  goal  of 
population  policies  as  influencing  fer¬ 
tility  behavior  to  reduce  birth  rates, 
Developmentalists  want  to  overcome  the 
effects  of  high  fertility.  They  rank 
distributive  justice  ahead  of  quality  of 
life  and  freedom.  Give  the  exploited, 
“have  not”  groups  their  due  —  em¬ 
ployment,  health  care,  security,  im¬ 
proved  educational  services,  adequate 
food,  etc.  —  and  their  fertility  rates  will 
drop  dramatically.  In  sum,  take  care  of 
the  people  and  the  population  problem 
will  take  care  of  itself. 


Episcopal  election  process  was  better 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  Mrs.  Robert  Compton’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  decrying  the 
“new”  process  of  electing  bishops,  my 
grandfather  attended  the  1936  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Conference  as  a  lay 
delegate  with  every  intention  of  electing 
his  pastor  a  bishop.  Long  active  in  local 
partisan  politics  and  an  attorney  in  the 
state  capital,  he  thought  he  knew  what  he 
was  doing.  Returning  thoroughly  out- 
maneuvered  and  defeated,  he  reported, 
“I  have  never  seen  politics  like 
Methodist  politics!  ” 

While  I  am  most  sympathetic  to  Mrs. 
Compton’s  intentions,  especially  her 
criticism,  “No  longer  does  the  job  seek 
the  man;  the  man  must  now  seek  the 
job,”  I  think  the  key  difference  between 
1936  and  1976  is  not  a  politicized  election 
process,  but  an  open  process.  When 
politicking  was  taboo,  the  decision  was  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  knew  how  to 
politic  without  the  appearance  of  it. 

At  least  now  we  all  have  an  opportunity 
to  inspect  and  influence  the  process, 
which  the  earlier  hypocritical  taboo 
denied.  Our  hope  is  that  God  does  indeed 
work  in  mysterious  ways,  and  perhaps 
even  through  the  intelligence  and  the  ex¬ 
cesses  of  an  open,  political  arena. 

Stuart  P.  Stephens 

Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio 

ISorlh  Central  process 
was  valuable 

To  the  Editor: 

Perhaps  if  I’d  been  at  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  I  would  have 
had  the  same  feelings  about  the  election 
of  bishops  as  Mrs.  Robert  Compton 
(TM/UMR,  August  6).  But  I  wasn’t.  I 
was  at  the  North  Central  Conference 
where  “frantic  trading  of  votes"  was  at  a 
minimum  because  delegates  were  spend¬ 
ing  their  time  becoming  the  best  in¬ 
formed  voters  they  could  possibly  be. 

What  has  been  described  as 
“caucuses”  after  every  other  ballot 
rather  tended  to  be  serious  discussions 
about  the  persons  for  whom  votes  were 
being  cast.  More  than  that,  such 
“caucus”  meetings  enabled  a  con¬ 
ference  delegation  to  ask  face-to-face 
questions  directly  of  a  candidate. 

“If  you  are  elected,  serve,  and  then 
retire,  what  would  you  like  to  have  said 
about  you?”  “How  do  you  feel  about  the 
appointment  of  clergy  couples?”  “What 
does  the  resurrection  have  to  do  with 
your  ministry?”  “How  do  you  un¬ 
derstand  the  linkages  between  racism 
and  sexism?”  When  delegations  had 
heard  six  or  more  candidates  answer 
those  kinds  of  questions  in  separate 
caucus  sessions,  individuals  either  had 
reassurances  or  problems  with  par¬ 
ticular  candidates  and  they  cast  their 
votes  accordingly. 

Instead  of  candidates  depending  on 
“floor  managers’  for  “promises”  or  in¬ 
stead  of  candidates  themselves  forced  in¬ 
to  the  difficult  position  of  not  appearing 
“too  interested”  in  being  elected,  direct 
conversation  and  ultimate  honesty  was 
the  order  of  the  day.  North  Central 
delegates  know  what  they’re  getting  with 
the  two  bishops  we  elected,  and  I’m 
grateful  for  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Committee  on  the  Nomination 
Process  which  provided  the  framework 
to  make  it  possible. 

An  additional  value  was  that  persons 
not  elected  became  widely  known,  and 
instead  of  withdrawal  speeches  being  the 
means  of  judgment,  the  persons  and 
their  perspectives  on  the  Gospel  and  the 
church  will  form  the  basis  for  future  con¬ 
sideration.  I’m  as  grateful  for  knowing 
the  “losers”  as  I  am  for  knowing  those 
we  elected,  and  I  welcome  an  even 
greater  perfection  of  the  process  at  our 
next  jurisdictional  meeting. 

Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 

New  York,  New  York 

Erl itoria I  ‘whitewashed ' 

W  orld  Council  recoril 

To  the  Editor: 

I  vehemently  disagree  with  the  July  30 
editorial  in  the  Reporter  which  at¬ 
tempted  to  whitewash  the  record  of  the 
World  Council  cf  Churches.  It  attempted 
to  give  the  impression  that  the  WCC  has 
not  given  financial  aid  to  communist 
guerrilla  activities  in  Africa.  The 
editorial  even  contradicted  itself  when  it 
admitted  that  the  WCC  did  indeed  give 
“limited  grants  to  ‘liberation’  move¬ 
ments,  particularly  in  Africa”  — 
although  it  denied  that  such  movements 
were  violent. 

The  pro-violent,  pro-socialist  activities 
of  the  WCC  go  back  many  years.  In  the 
October.  1971  “Reader’s  Digest”  it  was 


reported  that  the  WCC  gave  its  first 
$200,000  of  its  reserve  fund  to  19 
beneficiaries,  of  which  “14  were  known 
to  be  engaged  in  guerrilla  activities, 
many  of  them  terrorist.  Four  of  the  most 
generously  financed  groups  are 
avowedly  communists.  At  least  three  of 
the  four,  according  to  the  London  In¬ 
stitute  for  the  Study  of  Conflict,  are 
receiving  arms  from  the  Soviet  Union. 
All  four  have  records  of  bloody 
terrrorism,  not  only  against  whites,  but 
against  those  black  Africans  who 
repudiate  their  terrorist  methods.” 

Even  the  collectivist  establishment 
magazine  “Time”  (Sept.  10,  1973)  ob¬ 
served:  “It  was  the  contributions  to  the 
guerrillas  that  provoked  the  angriest 
criticism  of  the  council  in  the  past  few 
years  and  that  apologists  defended  at 
Geneva  meetings.”  Apologists  for  the 
WCC  were  led  by  a  Memphis  preacher 
named  James  Lawson  who  favored  con¬ 
tinued  aid  to.  the  guerrilla  groups  and 
their  terrorist  activities.  Lawson  has  had 
a  sorted  career  as  a  socialist  reac¬ 
tionary.  For  example,  he  was  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  founding  meeting 
of  Marxist  hate  group,  the  Student  Non- 
Violent  Coordinating  Committee  (which 
turned  out  not  to  be  non-violent  in  prac¬ 
tice).  He  was  expelled  from  Vanderbilt 
University  for  planned  campus  disrup¬ 
tions.  He  went  to  communist  North  Viet¬ 
nam  and  returned  spouting  the  glories  of 
that  dictatorship  in  1965  (“Memphis 
Commercial  Appeal,”  Nov.  26, 1967) . 

The  WCC  has  donated  over  $600,000  to 
African  “liberation”  groups.  Not  all  such 
groups  are  Soviet-backed  or  even  com¬ 
munist;  however,  even  the  non-Marxist 
groups  are  just  as  dictatorial  and 
fascistic  when  they  assume  power.  Idi 
Amin  is  one  example  many  readers  may 
be  familiar  with. 

I  urge  all  who  are  truly  concerned  with 
world  peace,  brotherhood,  and 
humanitarianism  to  work  diligently  as  a 
high  priority  to  remove  as  many  chur¬ 
ches  as  possible  from  WCC  membership 
and  support.  Sam  L.  Wells  Jr. 

Colfax,  Louisiana 
Violence  is  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  front  page  article, 
“Violence  called  ‘necessity’  ”  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  August  6  issue  of  TM/UMR, 

I  make  the  following  reply. 

Freeing  any  people  from  oppression  is 
a  commendable  process,  but  to  claim  as 
Christian  a  violent  shedding  of  blood  to 
make  that  end  possible  is  to  me  a  most 
reprehensible  rationalization.  Could  we 
call  the  violent  riots  that  took  place  in  the 
cities  of  our  country  in  the  late  sixties  af¬ 
ter  the  assassination  of  Martin  Luther 
King  justified  violence?  Were  those 
lawless  acts  a  legitimate  response  to  the 
slaying  of  a  prophet  among  us?  Of  course 
not! 

Yet,  bishops  Muzorewa  and  deCar- 
valho  would  have  us  believe  that  in  some 
cases  violence  is  a  necessity.  Perhaps 
they  might  look  to  the  example  of  a  non- 
Christian  leader,  Mahatma  Gandhi, 


who  through  passive  resistance  and  non¬ 
violence  helped  to  bring  his  own  country 
from  under  the  thumb  of  the  oppressor. 

The  claim  of  self-defense  is  a  shallow 
one  when  we  look  to  our  Lord  who  like  a 
sheep  before  his  shearers  was  silent. 

I  do  not  doubt  the  suffering  of  many 
Africans  under  the  heinous  apartheid 
governments.  However,  to  seek  God’s 
approval  of  violence  and  killing  is  not  my 
understanding  of  the  gospel  of  peace  and 
reconciliation  that  Jesus  gave  us  by 
which  to  live. 

These  two  bishops'  stand  may  be  valid 
politically,  but  can  never  stand  the  test  of 
the  one  who  said,  “.  .  .  Love  your 
enemies  and  pray  for  those  who  per¬ 
secute  you,  so  that  you  may  be  sons  of 
your  Father.  .  .”  (John  5:44b). 

Gary  L.  Shumard 
Charlottesville,  Virginia 

Writer  was  mixed  up 
on  freedoms 
To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  a  reply  to  the  July  30  let¬ 
ter  from  LeRoy  B.  Truitt  on  the  loss  of 
our  freedoms.  The  writer  complains  that 
he  is  required  to  sell  his  home  or  rent  his 
apartments  to  whomever  the  govern¬ 
ment  decides;  I  think  he  is  mistaken.  The 
requirement  is  that  if  he  puts  his  home  on 
the  market  or  offers  his  apartments  for 
rent,  he  must  not  refuse  to  sell  or  rent  to 
a  person  because  of  that  person’s  race. 

Thus,  what  the  writer  is  claiming  is  not 
just  his  rights,  but  double  rights,  i.e.  the 
right  to  do  as  he  pleases  plus  the  right  to 
regulate  another  person’s  behavior. 
What  about  the  other  man's  right  to  buy 
or  rent  any  house  or  apartment  that  is 
put  on  the  market?  Why  should  someone 
else  tell  him  that  his  money  is  not  as  good 
as  the  next  man’s?  Nobody  is  being  rob¬ 
bed  of  freedoms  ;  freedoms  are  just  being 
a  little  more  equitably  distributed.  Once 
a  piece  of  property  is  put  on  the  market, 
it  is  no  longer  a  private  matter. 

If  I  don’t  wish  my  children  to  swim  in  a 
public  pool  with  black  children,  I  have  a 
right  to  keep  my  kids  at  home.  I  don’t 
have  the  right  to  tell  black  parents  they 
must  keep  their  kids  at  home. 

If  I  don’t  want  to  eat  in  the  same  room 
with  persons  of  another  race,  I  have  a 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

John  Wayne ,  cowboys , 
and  answers  we  must  find 
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He’s  done  it  again. 

John  Wayne,  Hollywood’s  greatest 
cowboy,  waded  into  a  nest  of  varmits  and 
cleaned  them  out  in  his  latest  movie, 
“The  Shootist.”  He  is  one  of  the  few  film 
cowboys  who  can  pull  it  off,  that  is,  ride 
alone  into  an  ambush  and  emerge  with  a 
mere  shoulder  wound,  six  dead  bush¬ 
whackers  and  three  prisoners  to  take  to 
jail. 

The  reason  is  that  John  Wayne 
represents  more  than  himself.  For  most 
Americans  he  is  our  fantasy  of  what 
masculinity  is  —  big,  tough,  dynamic  and 
if  not  liked,  at  least  respected,  maybe 
even  loved.  And  Cowboy  Wayne  stands 
for  an  age  when  right  and  wrong  didn’t 
distinguish  between  shades  of  gray,  a 
man’s  pledge  was  his  word  and  disputes 
were  settled  quickly  and  with  finality  by 
fists  or  a  Colt  .45. 

It  was  also  an  age  when  woman’s  place 
was  in  the  home  tending  the  fire,  the 
fields  and  the  kids,  and  occasionally 
handling  a  Winchester  alongside  her  man 
as  renegades  or  Indians  stalked  the 
cabin. 

That  age  is  long  gone.  One  suspects  it 
never  existed  in  the  first  place,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  simple  myths  we  moderns 
have  woven  about  the  way  the  West 
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Clyde  Chesnutt 
was.  But  pressured  as  we  are  by  the  com¬ 
plex  demands  of  today’s  living,  we 
Americans  long  for  a  former  age  of 
giants.  And  John  Wayne  on  screen  fits 
our  image  of  how  a  hero  acts. 

Perhaps  that’s  why  “The  Shootist”  im¬ 
pressed  me.  The  hero  adds  a  dimension 
to  his  character  that  makes  him  a  little 
more  believable.  He  faces  death  from  an 
unexpected  quarter,  not  from  a  six- 
shooter  where  he  has  a  better  than  even 
chance,  but  from  cancer  where  he  stands 
no  chance.  Big  John  suddenly  touches 
many  of  us  where  we  have  hurt  as  he 
struggles  with  the  pain,  the  loss  of  pride 
at  having  to  ask  for  help  and  the  anxiety 
of  how  to  die. 

There  is  something  heroic  about  his 
decision  to  die  as  he  has  lived.  Granted, 
the  circumstances  were  quite  dramatic 
in  the  typical  Western  movie  shoot-out. 
But  the  determination  to  make  his  dying 
of  one  piece  with  his  living  seems  to  me 
to  resemble  a  decision  not  unlike  one  that 
each  person  of  faith  must  make. 

Can  I  die,  regardless  of  circumstances, 
as  I  have  lived,  in  the  same  quiet  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  goodness  of  God? 

The  answer  to  that  question  may  very 
well  determine  who  the  authentic  hero  is. 

-  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
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right  to  stay  at  home.  I  don’t  have  the 
right  to  tell  other  persons  they  must  stay 
home  to  accommodate  my  prejudices. 

These  are  not  ideas  thought  up  by 
present  day  "preachers,  politicians  and 
do-gooders.”  There  was  an  Old  English 
law  of  about  500  years  ago  that  required 
an  innkeeper  to  accommodate  any 
traveler  so  long  as  there  was  room  in  the 
inn. 

Anything  that  is  tax-supported,  tax 
exempt,  or  licensed  to  serve  the  public  is 
no  longer  a  private  matter  and  the  public 
has  the  “right  of  access”  without  regard 
to  such  irrelevant  factors  as  race, 
religion  or  national  origin.  So  you  haven’t 
been  denied  your  freedoms,  Mr.  Truitt. 
You  have  only  been  told  that  you  must 
allow  other  people  the  same  degree  of 
freedom  that  you  claim  for  yourself. 

Ina  C.  Brown 
Hermitage,  Tennessee 

Reader  confused 

To  the  Editor  : 

Please  help  me,  I’m  confused. 

In  the  July  30  issue  of  TM/UMR  I  read: 
“The  recent  General  Conference  in  Port¬ 
land  ruled  that  the  maximum  tenure  for 
a  bishop  in  any  specific  area  is  8  years.” 

In  the  same  issue,  the  article  “Life 
episcopacy  is  too  limiting,  claims 
woman,”  by  Pat  Sites  states:  “.  .  . 
limiting  a  bishop’s  tenure  to  8  years  .  .  . 
was  defeated  by  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference.” 

Was  the  ruling  passed  or  not? 

Mrs.  Phillys  Bosely 
DeLeon  Springs,  Florida 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  General  Con¬ 
ference  reaffirmed  the  election  of 
bishops  for  “life”  instead  of  for  an  8-year 
term.  It  approved  an  8-year  limitation  on 
a  bishop’s  assignment  to  any  particular 
area  within  the  church. 


Surprisingly,  both  Marxists  and 
Roman  Catholics  share  the  Develop- 
mentalist  position.  Both  Marx  and  Lenin 
held  that  overpopulation  could  exist  only 
under  a  system  where  workers  were  ex¬ 
ploited  and  thus  overbred  through 
alienation  and  insecurity.  Pope  Paul  VI, 
in  his  visit  to  the  United  States  several 
years  ago,  asked  “the  more  favored 
nations  to  push  back  from  the  banquet 
table  of  plenty  and  allow  the  less  favored 
people  to  pull  up  their  chairs.” 

Historically,  economically  developed 
nations  have  participated  in  what  is 
called  “demographic  transition,” 
namely,  a  shift  from  high  birth  rates  and 
high  death  rates  to  low  birth  rates  and 
low  death  rates.  Developed  societies  can 
have  low  birthrates  whether  con¬ 
traceptives/abortions  are  available  or 
not  ;  Ireland  is  a  case  in  point. 

A  Christian  analysis 

Should  we  venture  a  Christian  analysis 
of  these  three  contending  ideologies? 

A.  Crisis  environmentalists  are  wrong 
in  holding  that  zero  population  growth  is 
the  key  to  an  improving  quality  of  life. 
Compulsive  consumerism  and  the  “dirty 
habits”  of  affluent  nations  —  not  the 
masses  of  the  starving  —  pollute  our 
planet.  It  is  estimated  that  one  American 
middle  class  family  puts  more  pressure 
on  our  ecosystem  than  50  Asiatic  Indian 
farmers;  the  former  has  two  and  one- 
half  baths  per  home,  and  fills  three 
garbage  cans  a  week,  whereas  the  latter 
bury  their  feces  in  the  ground  for 
fertilizer.  Current  technologies  and  life 
styles  have  to  be  changed  as  well  as 
population  stabilized.  Perhaps  our 
concern  of  “getting”  the  multi-national 
corporations  should  be  equal  to  that  of 
getting  vasectomies ! 

B.  Family  planners  should  be  praised 
for  their  concern  for  the  family  unit,  but 
they  are  deficient  in  thinking  of  freedom 
as  the  removal  of  all  legal  and  moral 
restraint.  Minors  would  be  given  total 
reproductive  freedom  according  to  this 
approach,  e.g.  sexually  active 
youngsters  of  12  or  13,  at  home  or  away, 
could  choose  to  use  contraceptives,  have 
an  abortion  or  be  sterilized  without  cost 
and  without  the  necessity  of  parental 
knowledge.  Sex  is  no  longer  a  family 
matter;  it  is  completely  individualized, 
thus  driving  a  serious  wedge  between 
parents  and  children. 

Family  life  in  the  United  States  needs 
strengthening  and  I  can  see  only  tragic 
consequences  resulting  from  an  increase 
of  privatism  in  adolescent  sexuality. 
Ironically,  adolescents  cannot  decide 
whether  or  not  they  want  to  go  to  school, 
but  they  can  decide,  at  any  age,  that  they 
never  want  any  children  and  be 
sterilized! 

C.  While  there  are  values  in  the  other 
two  positions.  I  find  Roman  Catholicism 
correct  in  its  support  of  the  Develop- 
mentalist  position.  Such  a  philosophy, 
with  its  emphasis  upon  distributive 
justice,  is  in  harmony  with  the  teaching 
of  the  literary  prophets  of  the  Old 
Testament  and  the  message  of  Jesus. 
Moreover,  Developmentalists  properly 
see  freedom  as  the  power  to  choose  and 
the  condition  that  enhances  that  power. 
Even  without  a  population  problem, 
America’s  highest  priority  should  be 
social,  economic  and  racial  justice.  Until 
that  happens,  many  poor  and  powerless 
people  will  continue  cynically  to  believe 
that  birth  control  and  abortion  zealots 
want  them  to  be  but  poor  copies  of  their 
affluence,  yet  without  children. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Dr.  Walter  W. 
Benjamin,  is  chairman  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Religion  at  Hamline  University 
in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 


He's  looking 
to  you 

Can  you  read  the  cry  for  help  in  his  eyes?  He  is 
one  of  125  children  at  the  Sager-Brown  School, 
Baldwin,  Louisiana.  These  children,  often  wards 
of  the  court,  come  to  the  school  with  learning 
and  emotional  problems.  Kindness,  understan¬ 
ding  and  a  Christian  challenge  bring  results. 
Sager-Brown  is  a  Youth-In-Crisis  Ministry,  part 
of  the  United  Methodist  Child  Support  Pro¬ 
gram,  supported  through  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Yoi 
or  a  group  in  your  church  can  provide 
a  positive  answer  to  these  chil 
dren  who  look  to  you  for  help. 

Send  your  check 
today  to  help 
a  youth-in-crisis. 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to: 
National  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr 
New  York,  NY  10027 
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‘Gray  Panther’  fights 
‘wrinkled  babyhood’ 
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Where  is  ministry  to  the  aged? 

Church  chided  to  ‘ turn  head  around 9  on  problems  of  elderly 


New  methods  set  to  aid  elderly 


these  limitations  in  mind  and  obstacles 
are  removed. 

But  the  real  needs  of  older  citizens  are 
often  spiritual.  Mr.  Carroll  said,  and 
these  are  the  needs  the  church  is  most 
able  to  meet:  insecurity,  fear, 
isolation  and  loneliness. 

The  church  most  often  overlooks  the 
aging  in  two  ways,  he  said.  They  are 
overlooked  as  resources  for  community 
service  because  of  the  ‘youth  syndrome’ 
which  has  convinced  society  and  the 
aged  they  have  nothing  to  offer. 

Secondly,  the  church  tends  to  think  it’s 
done  the  job  if  it  builds  a  retirement 
home. 

“The  church  has  some  peculiar 
strengths  in  that  it  is  most  able  to 
mobilize  older  people,’’  Methodist  Senior 
Services  director  of  outreach  services, 
Johnnie  S.  Lampkin,  has  been  telling 
local  churches  in  a  series  of  10 
workshops. 

The  Mississippi  Council  on  Aging 
helped  sponsor  the  workshops  in 
cooperation  with  Methodist  Senior  Ser¬ 
vices. 

A  resource  kit  of  service  ministries  for 
the  aging,  developed  by  Ms.  Lampkin, 
recognizes  that  people  over-65  not  only 
need  some  services  but  are  also  the  very 
persons  most  able  to  provide  special 
kinds  of  care.  For  example,  she  said, 
spending  an  evening  with  aging  parents 
so  that  their  children  can  have  a  night 
off;  making  minor  repairs  on  home  or 
small  appliances;  sitting  with  out-of- 
town  people  hospitalized  in  their  town; 
filling  a  role  as  foster  grandparents  or  a 
working  mother’s  friend. 

The  “care  package’’  resource  is  a  tool 
for  the  local  church  to  use  with  their 
people  regardless  of  membership  size, 
Ms.  Lampkin  said. 


Ireland  revisited  by  Wesley’s 
followers  at  world  conference 


thinking  should  include  transportation, 
housing,  food,  and  the  availability  of 
social  and  religious  activities  to  “re¬ 
engage”  all  retired  persons  instead  of 
isolating  a  small  percentage  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

More  informal  ministries  may  be  going 
on  than  anyone  is  aware  of.  Mr. 
Bergmann  told  TM/UMR,  but 
acknowledged  that  intentional  planning, 
for  older  members  is  just  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  stages  in  the  church. 

Annual  Conferences  have  begun  to 
form  special  units,  councils  and  com¬ 
mittees  on  aging.  The  Florida  Con¬ 
ference.  which  has  a  large  retired 
population  within  its  boundaries,  has  just 
formed  a  corporation  to  give  oversight  to 
its  homes  and  develop  a  total  ministry. 
Other  leading  conferences,  he  said,  are 
North  Carolina,  New  Mexico,  Wisconsin, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  Pacific  and 
Southwest. 

Conference  committees  are  at  the 
stage  of  uncovering  present,  piecemeal 
efforts.  Next  steps  will  include  coor¬ 
dinated  planning,  district  and  local 
church  training. 

Basic,  he  believes,  is  the  majority  par¬ 
ticipation  of  older  people  themselves  on 
church  planning  committees.  “You’re 
really  in  trouble  if  you  don’t.  “Their  par¬ 
ticipation  is  the  best  way  to  avoid 
paternalistic,  ‘caretaker’  patterns  from 
developing  all  over  again.” 


Editor’s  note: 

Margaret  E.  Kuhn, 
better  known  as 
“Maggie,”  is  the 
71-year  old  dynamo 
who  is  the  convenor 
for  the  “Gray  Pan¬ 
thers,”  a  national 
organization  with 
72  chapters.  Retir¬ 
ed  at  65  after  20 
years  work  with  Margaret  Kuhn 
United  Presbyterian  general  agencies. 
Ms.  Kuhn  comments  here  on  the  church 
and  old  people,  as  well  as  on  what  she 
thinks  should  be  the  role  of  the  elders  in 
our  society. 

Q:  What  is  the  prevailing  church  view 
of  the  aging? 

A:  The  church  has  contributed  to  our 
“wrinkled  babyhood.”  We  are  treated 
like  babies  and  many  old  people  become 
“wrinkled  babies”  because  that  is  what 
is  expected  of  them. 

The  church’s  principal  response  to  old 
people  has  been  to  erect  hundreds  of 
paternalistic  nursing  homes  where  they 
are  completely  dependent  on  others  for 
care. 

Some  of  us  old  people  feel  we’ve  had 
our  day.  but  not  all  of  us  do  and  the 
church  has  been  too  willing  to  believe  we 
all  want  to  quit. 

Q:  What  would  be  an  improvement? 

A:  The  church  should  affirm  the 
authentic  maturity  of  old  people  and 
make  maximum  use  of  their  skills. 
Every  church  ought  to  have  a  skill  bank 
and  a  brain  trust  to  deal  with  community 
needs. 

In  many  societies  the  elders  are 
responsible  for  the  health  of  the  society. 

Our  society  needs  healing  and  the  old 
people  who  have  nothing  to  lose  ought  to 
be  doing  the  healing.  There  needs  to  be  a 
total  social  change. 

Q:  What  are  some  of  the  special 
problems  old  people  could  attack? 

A:  We  ought  to  be  marshaling  our¬ 
selves  to  be  monitors  of  city  councils, 
transportation  boards,  hospitals.  For 
example,  a  major  cause  of  our  alienation 
and  loneliness  is  caused  by  tran¬ 
sportation  authorities  who  completely 
disregard  our  ridership. 

What  does  the  church  do  about  this? 
They  round  up  a  few  volunteers  to  drive 
us  around  and  let  the  transportation 
authority  completely  off  the  hook. 
Systems  have  to  be  changed 
And  there  is  a  whole  field  for  advocacy 
in  hospitals  which  retired  ministers 
could  fill.  We  don’t  need  chaplains  who 


visit  a  patient  here  and  there;  we  need 
someone  who  will  talk  out  for  old  people 
as  they  are  treated  and  mistreated  in 
these  institutions.- 

Q:  What  should  the  church  do  with 
retirement  homes? 

A:  There  will  always  be  people  who 
like  to  be  dependent,  but  I  think  ideally 
they  would  be  “age-integrated”  homes 
where  young  and  old  could  live  close 
enough  so  that  common  interests  could 
develop. 

Some  old  people  don’t  like  young 
people,  but  many  of  us  do  and  there  are 
no  options  for  this  in  nursing  homes.  It 
needs  to  be  experimented  with. 

Q:  What  exactly  is  "age-integration"? 
A:  Just  as  segregation  on  the  basis  of 
race  is  evil,  so  is  segregation  by  age.  The 
“Gray  Panthers”  groups  are  coalitions 
of  young  and  old. 

Q:  How  might  a  local  church  become 
“age-integrated.”? 

A:  The  church  would  be  a  cluster  of 
families  operating  something  like  an  ex¬ 
tended  family,  except  relationships 
would  not  be  based  on  kinship.  Covenants 
make  great  sense  within  religion.  For 
example,  there  are  young  mothers  who 
would  love  to  have  an  older  friend  or 
lonely  young  people  who  need  someone  to 
talk  to.  Foster  grandparents  programs 
have  been  quite  constructive  for 
deprived  children  who  have  benefitted 
from  a  relationship  with  an  old  person. 

RCAR  position 
on  hospital 
policy  told 

WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  Under 
national  health  insurance,  not  every 
hospital  or  clinic  should  be  required  to  of¬ 
fer  “quality  abortion  services,”  but  they 
should  be  convenient  in  every  area,  the 
Religious  coalition  for  Abortion  Rights 
(RCAR)  has  proposed. 

In  agreeing  to  make  national  health  in¬ 
surance  one  of  its  objectives  for  the 
coming  year,  RCAR  voted  in  July  to 
make  its  official  position:  “RCAR  sup¬ 
ports  the  provision  of  quality  abortion 
services  under  NHI  to  be  made  con¬ 
veniently  accessible  to  all  women  who 
may  seek  them.  This  does  not  require 
that  all  hospitals  or  clinics  shall  offer 
such  services,  but  only  that  such  services 
shall  be  convenient  and  available  in 
every  area.” 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  Twenty-two 
million  Americans  over  65,  including 
about  1.5  million  United  Methodists,  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow  older  in  a  society  that  most 
experts  say  really  doesn’t  know  how  to 
deal  with  age. 

“Lip  service”  to  the  aging  still  far  out¬ 
weighs  the  “intentional  ministry”  put  in¬ 
to  action  in  most  churches.  But  changes 
are  starting  to  happen,  say  United 
Methodist  leaders  in  the  forefront  of 
pioneering  new  ministries. 

Before  new  directions  in  the  church 
can  be  charted,  however,  these  leaders 
say  churchpeople  need  to  get  their  heads 
turned  around  in  at  least  three  different 
areas : 

•Getting  “unstuck”  from  the  notion 
that  the  church’s  whole  ministry  for  the 
older  years  is  fulfilled  in  operating 
retirement  institutions; 

•Refusing  to  buy  the  cultural  image  of 
old  people  as  useless,  weak,  incompetent 
and  dull  non-contributors  to  society; 

•  Opening  their  eyes  to  the  false 
assumption  that  simply  because  the 
church  is  for  all  people,  older  member’s 
needs  are  automatically  met. 

“In  the  church  we  are  at  the  same 
point  children’s  ministries  were  in  1908. 
It  was  about  that  time  the  church  noticed 
children  and  youth  have  some  special 
needs,”  said  the  Rev.  Elbert  C.  Cole, 
pastor  of  Central  United  Methodist 
Church,  Kansas,  City,  “It’s  true  that  all 
ages  draw  on  the  general  life  of  the 
congregation,  but  just  as  children  have 
some  special  needs  so  do  older  people.  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Cole  has  had  a  major  role  in  the 
establishment  of  The  Shepherd’s  Center 
program  here  which  was  recently  select¬ 
ed  by  CBS  for  a  television  documentary 
on  pioneering  work  with  old  people. 

Something  brand  new 

Started  in  1972  as  an  alternative  to  in¬ 
stitutional  care,  Mr.  Cole  says  now  The 
Shepherd’s  Center  is  really  something 
brand  new.  It  is  “a  new  institution  based 
on  the  concept  of  building  supportive 
community  utilizing  the  resources  of 
older  people  themselves."  The  program, 
which  uses  existing  agencies  and 
existing  facilities,  is  based  largely  at 
Central  UMC  but  it  involves  22  churches 
and  synagogues.  Two  large  neigh¬ 
borhoods  which  house  53,000  people, 
11,600  of  whom  are  over-65,  are  the 
“target  area”  for  the  program. 

Operated  by  a  board  of  retired  persons, 
this  program  now  reaches  3,000  persons, 
has  a  staff  of  10  persons  and  an  annual 
budget  of  $43,000. 

The  Shepherd’s  Center  helps  the  aging 
to  remain  in  their  own  homes  as  long  as  it 
is  safe  for  them  there  with  eight  home 
“survival”  services,  such  as  Meals-on- 


Wheels  and  Shoppers. 

Survival  is  only  half  the  task,  however. 
The  second  half  of  The  Shepherd’s  Center 
is  geared  to  providing  meaning  and  ser¬ 
vice  opportunities  for  the  later  years. 
Between  450  and  850  adults  enroll  each 
quarter  in  the  adult  education  classes 
taught  largely  by  volunteer  teachers  of 
all  ages.  Another  facet  is  the  Life  Enrich¬ 
ment  program  which  is  geared  to  helping 
people  deal  with  specific  problems,  such 
as  widowhood.  The  planning  and 
operation  of  these  extensive  activities  is 
done  by  people  over-65. 

Principles  apply 

People  at  The  Shepherd’s  Center 
believe  they  have  discovered  some  basic 
principles  that  can  be  translated  into  ac¬ 
tion  by  other  local  churches,  regardless 
of  size  or  location.  They  hold  a  four-day 
workshop  each  month  and  have  trained 
about  450  United  Methodist  pastors 

The  basic  principles  are:  ( 1 )  start  with 
a  people  base,  (2)  fashion  the  work  out  of 
the  people  and  their  perceived  needs,  (3) 
let  the  “spawning  principle”  work  —  one 
activity  reveals  another  opportunity,  (4) 
don't  run  all  over  the  map  but  pick  a 
population  base  or  “target  area,”  (5)  be 
a  conduit  to  the  people  for  groups  or  in¬ 
dividuals  who  want  to  help,  (6)  find 
volunteers,  particularly  among  older 
people  but  not  limited  to  any  age  group, 
and  (7)  everything  should  be  run  by  the 
people. 

In  Mississippi 


TM/UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 

TUPELO,  Miss.  —  Seeing  heart¬ 
broken  old  people  having  to  leave 
lifetime  homes,  coupled  with  the 
realization  that  retirement  centers  serve 
only  five  percent  of  the  nation’s  aging 
population,  has  fired  Mississippians  to 
set  new  approaches  in  motion  here. 

“Helping  older  people  maintain  them¬ 
selves  adequately  in  their  own  homes”  is 
the  objective  of  Methodist  Senior  Ser¬ 
vices’  outreach  division,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  J.  W.  Carroll  told  TM/UMR.  “We’re  a 
small  agency  in  a  poor  area,  but  we’re  in 
there  scrapping." 

And  “right  proud”  of  four  projects  now 
in  motion: 

•Meals-on-wheels  for  over  300  people  in 
an  eight  county  area ; 

•Telephone  reassurance  checks  for 
older  persons  ; 

•An  eight  county  “homemaker” 
program  for  the  aging  , 

•  Workshops  on  “the  church  and  the 
needs  of  older  Mississippians  .  ” 

Adequate  nutrition  is  a  basic 


“But  it  doesn’t  just  happen;  someone 
has  to  work  at  it,”  emphasized  Mr.  Cole. 
He  noted  that  the  impact  can  be  fantastic 
when  deliberate  steps  are  taken  and 
reported  that  “we’ve  never  had  more 
young  couples  in  Central  Church."  Cen¬ 
tral  UMC  is  located  in  a  mid-town  area  in 
Kansas  City,  between  center  city  and 
suburbia. 

Keep  people  in  touch 
with  meaning 

“It’s  the  job  of  the  church  to  keep 
people  in  touch  with  meaning  In  a 
society  that  tells  people  their  self-esteem 
is  based  on  what  they  do,  the  church  can 
help  people  in  their  later  years  continue 
to  be  effective,  meaningful  and  integral 
parts  of  the  community. 

“Aging  is  not  a  disease  but  a  natural 
process  with  opportunities  for  the  top 
third  of  life,”  Mr.  Cole  concluded. 

United  Methodist  health  and  welfare 
ministries  executive  Lynn  A.  Bergmann, 
Evanston.  Ill.  told  TM/UMR  that 
retirement  institutions  and  housing  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  important  to  the  church,  but 
the  new  trend  is  to  view  them  as  just  a 
part  of  a  total  ministry.  (It  is  estimated 
that  institutions  for  the  aging  house  three 
to  five  percent  of  the  population  over-65. ) 

‘Don’t  start  with  buildings’ 

He  said,  “Our  division  tells  local 
groups,  ‘Don’t  start  with  buildings.’  " 
While  they  have  their  place,  over-all 


ingredient  in  any  effort  to  keep  people 
healthy  and  able  to  care  for  themselves, 
but  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  “we  discovered 
in  1972  there  was  no  government  funding 
for  home  delivered  meals.  So  we  started 
a  program  of  delivering  food  to  aged, 
convalescent  and  handicapped  persons 
who  for  various  reasons  could  not 
prepare  meals  for  themselves." 

Volunteers  who  drive  their  own  car  and 
pay  for  their  own  gas  operate  the 
delivery  program  three  days  a  week  with 
the  assistance  of  one  paid  coordinator. 
Mr.  Carroll  said  many  of  the  volunteers 
are  over  65.  and  many  of  the  same  per¬ 
sons  operate  the  “telephone 
reassurance”  security  checks 
Recipients  pay  what  they  can  afford 
for  the  meals  which  average  $1.50  in  cost. 
Every  possible  avenue  of  funding  is  ex¬ 
plored  to  make  up  the  difference.  Sup¬ 
port  is  coming  through  community  agen¬ 
cies.  church  groups  and  civic 
organizations  in  addition  to  funds  from 
several  national  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cies  and  the  Glenmary  Catholic  Home 
Missioners.  UMCOR  hunger  funds  and  a 
grant  from  the  Kendall  Fund,  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  health  and  welfare 
division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  help  pay  for  the  program. 

The  newest  approach  to  helping  the 
aging  live  independently  is  the 
homemaker  program.  Para-profes- 
sionals  with  special  training  make 
regular  visits  to  help  with  some 
housekeeping,  bathing  and  providing 
limited  therapy. 

Mr.  Carroll  said  they  also  do  some 
retraining  of  the  aged  so  they  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  independently.  For  example, 
poor  eyesight,  arthritis  and  stroke  can  be 
lived  with  if  the  home  is  organized  with 


S  Editor’s  note:  More  than  2.500 
Wesleyans  will  converge  on  Dublin. 
!•:  Ireland  Aug.  25-31  for  the  13th  World 

*  Methodist  Conference.  Robin  E.  Gur- 
X  nev.  press  officer  of  the  Methodist 
X  Church  in  Great  Britain,  prepared  the 

*  following  story  to  give  readers  an  in- 
sight  into  the  host  country.  TM/UMR 

>:  editor  and  general  manager, 
>•  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  will  attend 
>:  as  a  delegate  and  report  in  the  Sept.  3 
:>  issue. 

•:  “For  natural  sweetness  of  temper, 

:•  for  courtesy  and  hospitality,  I  have 
j:  never  seen  any  people  like  the  Irish,” 
:•  wrote  John  Wesley  on  his  first  visit  to 
•:  Ireland. 

j:  Although  230  years  have  gone  by 

•|  since  that  visit  and  much  water  has 
:•  passed  along  the  Tiffey  -  the  river 
•|  dividing  the  city  of  Dublin,  Methodists 
•:  visiting  the  capital  city  of  the  Irish 
Republic  for  the  13th  World  Methodist 
•:  Conference  in  August  will  still  sense 
:•  something  of  what  Wesley  referred  to 

*  so  many  years  ago. 

Dublin  itself  is  a  city  rich  in  history 
X  both  tragic  and  glorious.  A  walk  along 
$  its  spacious  streets  will  bring  back 
;j;  memories  of  great  patriots,  of 
v  statesmen  and  scientists,  and  of 
:j!  scholars. 

:•  There  are  many  fine  buildings  in 
•:  Dublin,  not  the  least  of  which  is  St. 

||  Patrick’s  Cathedral,  founded  in  1190. 

•:  The  impressive  interior  of  the  church 
:•  is  heightened  by  its  association  with 
•j  such  well-known  figures  as  Jonathan 
ji  Swift,  the  author  of  ‘Gulliver’s 
•j;  Travels'  and  Dean  of  the  Cathedral 
from  1713  to  1745.  It  is  here  that 
X  Methodists  will  worship  on  August  29 
•:  in  their  central  Communion  service 
X  Visitors  from  around  the  world  are 

*  expected  to  number  twice  as  many  as 
$  the  total  Methodist  membership  in  the 
X  city.  Though  small  in  number,  they 

uphold  a  long  tradition  of  evangelism 
:j;  and  service  to  the  people  of  Ireland 


that  reaches  back  in  an  unbroken  line  :• 
to  that  first  visit  from  John  Wesley  in  •: 
1747.  >j 

The  story  of  Methodism  in  Dublin  *• 
has  not  all  been  sweetness  and  light.  < 
Soon  after  John  Wesley’s  visit,  his  •: 
brother  Charles  made  a  trip  lasting  :• 
some  six  months.  On  arrival  in 
Dublin,  however,  he  found  the  :• 
Methodist  meeting-house  in  •: 
Marlborough  Street  had  been  ran-  > 
sacked  by  mobs  of  both  Roman  •: 
Catholic  and  Protestant  rioters.  * 

John  Wesley  visited  Ireland  21  £ 
times  in  all  for  tours  of  considerable  $ 
lengths.  He  visited  Dublin  on  each  of  x 
these  visits  and  usually  made  the  city 
his  main  centre.  > 

.% 

To  this  day  in  Ireland  a  Methodist 
congregation  is  a  ‘society’  and  chief  J 
officials  are  called  ‘society  stewards'  ij 
This  nomenclature  is  a  reminder  that  $ 
John  Wesley  regarded  Methodism  as  i; 
a  society  inside  the  established  •: 
Anglican  Church.  ;I 

In  Ireland,  as  in  England  and  •: 
Wales.  Methodists  were  expected  to 
go  to  the  parish  church  for  the  ad- 
ministration  of  baptism  and  Holy 
Communion  At  St.  Patrick’s  £:- 
Cathedral,  there  is  still  an  outsized  £ 
Communion  vessel  which  had  to  be  £ 
provided  towards  the  end  of  the  18th  * 
Century  on  account  of  the  very  large  x 
number  of  Methodists  who  attended 
Communion  service.  •£ 

Wesley’s  first  Church  in  Dublin  at-  $ 
tached  to  it  a  widow’s  home,  an  or-  £ 
phan’s  school  and  a  bookroom.  Again,  >» 
in  an  unbroken  line,  that  widows'  > 
home  is  still  in  operation,  although  in  •; 
a  different  location.  $ 

The  social  outreach  of  the  church  ;• 
has  resulted  in  the  building  of  one  of  :j 
the  largest  Protestant  schools  in  the  § 
Republic,  Wesley  College.  This  $ 
opened  on  a  new  campus  in  1969  oc-  ;i 
cupying  a  50-acre  site.  § 
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Evangelist  to  crusade 
for  souls,  social  action 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

LUBBOCK,  TEX.  -  Soul-saving 
evangelists  who  strongly  emphasize 
Christian  social  action  are  about  as 
scarce  as  hair  on  a  horned  toad’s  back. 
Dr.  Ed  Robb  will  be  the  first  person  to 
admit  that. 

Conservative 
evangelicals,  he 
says,  have  often  felt 
so  threatened  by 
those  Christians 
who  “emphasize 
social  action  to  the 
near  exclusion  of 
personal  salvation" 
that  many  have 

neglected  the  social  _  _ 

demands  of  the  Ed  Robb 
Gospel.  He  says  evangelists  have  played 
a  role  in  the  whole  problem  by 
“preaching  too  narrowly”  and  not 
dealing  with  social  relevance  in  the  way 
they  should. 

Beginning  next  month,  Dr.  Robb  — 
who  heads  the  “Good  News”  movement 
of  conservative  evangelicals  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  —  plans  to  start 
trying  “to  change  things."  He  plans  to 
leave  a  successful  pastorate  as  senior 
minister  at  the  2,200-member  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  here  and  "hit 
the  evangelism  trail”  as  an  evangelist 
who  emphasizes  “social  relevance." 

“I’m  tired  of  the  Elmer  Gantry 
stereotypes,”  Dr.  Robb  said,  referring  to 
the  fictional  preacher  who  preached  fire 
and  brimstone  from  the  pulpit  but  whose 
personal  life  was  in  moral  shambles 
“That  image  has  never  been  fair.  I  want 
to  help  replace  it  with  an  image  of  an 
evangelist  who  is  involved  for  Christ  in 
all  of  life.” 

Dr.  Robb  has  been  an  evangelist 
before.  Prior  to  coming  to  St.  Luke’s 
church  in  1973  he  spent  more  than  seven 
years  as  an  evangelist,  holding  crusades 
in  39  states  and  40  countries.  Then, 
however,  he  admits  that  he  did  not 
always  emphasize  social  concern  as 
much  as  he  should  have.  He  also  frankly 
admits  that  the  image  he  gave  and  the 
example  he  set  for  others  in  his  personal 
lifestyle  could  have  been  better. 

Changing  lifestyle  now  is  a  part  of  what 
he  considers  to  be  his  new  ministry  as  an 
evangelist.  He  plans  to  move  into  a 
modest  frame  house  on  the  family  farm. 
He  has  sold  his  new  Mercury  automobile 
and  now  drives  a  3-year-old  compact 
model.  He  says  his  clothes,  his  en¬ 
tertainment,  and  his  family  life  will 
reflect  “a  more  humble  and  disciplined 
witness  to  Christian  stewardship.  ” 

“I  want  to  lift  up  my  life  before  the 
evangelical  world  as  an  example  of  an 
evangelical  who  is  a  witness  against 


such  evils  as  ecological  destruction,  poor 
stewardship  of  natural  resources,  and 
materialism,”  Dr.  Robb  says. 

He  plans  to  limit  his  crusades  to  twelve 
per  year  and  between  crusades  he  wants 
to  speak  to  church  leadership  through 
such  channels  as  ministerial  retreats  and 
will  devote  considerable  time  to  writing. 

“I  want  the  mark  of  my  ministry  to 
always  be  compassion,”  Dr.  Robb  said. 
“We  are  all  sinners,  and  I  want  my 
ministry  to  reflect  my  knowledge  of 
that.” 

He  says  “Good  News”  members  have 
often  “come  off  looking  harsh”  in  mat¬ 
ters  such  as  the  homosexual  issue  in  the 
church.  While  still  maintaining 
homosexuality  is  a  sin  which  “must  not 
be  condoned  by  the  church,”  he  says 
homosexuals  must  not  be  set  aside  as  any 
worse  sinners  than  those  who  commit 
other  sins. 

What  will  his  fellow  evangelicals  think 
about  his  new  emphasis,  he  was  asked. 

“I  believe  they  will  support  me,”  he 
said.  “I  will  be  speaking  from  the  context 
of  the  Gospel.  I  will  back  up  what  I  say 
with  the  word  of  God.  I  don't  believe 
there  will  be  much  rejection.” 

Subcommittee 
adopts  ‘right  to 
food’  resolution 

WASHINGTON.  D  C  (RNS)  -  A  sub- 
committee  of  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  has  adopted,  with  minor 
modifications,  a  “right  to  food” 
resolution  that  has  been  endorsed  by  a 
board  spectrum  of  religious  leaders 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham;  William  P. 
Thompson,  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches;  Bishop  James  S. 
Rausch,  general  director  of  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference;  and  Rabbi  Marc 
Tanenbaum,  interreligious  affairs  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  American  Jewish  Committee, 
are  among  the  persons  who  have  sup¬ 
ported  the  resolution,  which  is  sponsored 
by  Bread  for  the  World,  a  Christian  anti- 
hunger  lobby. 

As  drafted  by  the  House  Subcommittee 
on  International  Resources,  chaired  by 
Rep  Charles  Diggs  (D-Mich.),  the 
resolution’s  original  target  of  one  per 
cent  of  the  Gross  National  Product  to  be 
used  for  U.S.  development  aid  has  been 
changed  to  0.7  percent,  in  keeping  with  a 
United  Nations  recommendation. 

The  resolution  now  goes  to  the  full 
House  International  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee  for  a  vote.  If  it  is  approved  there, 
the  House  Agriculture  Committee  will 
consider  it. 

In  the  Senate,  the  resolution  is  before 
the  Agriculture  Committee’s  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Foreign  Agricultural 
Policy. 
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Life  after  death  now 
proved,  author  says 


SANTA  BARBARA  (RNS)  -  Dr. 
Elizabeth  Kubler-Ross,  the  noted 
authority  in  the  field  of  death  and  dying, 
said  some  persons  apparently  have  been 
“brought  back  to  life"  because  it  was  not 
their  “time  of  dying.” 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross,  who  has  written 
several  books  on  death  and  dying, 
described  some  of  the  interviews  she  has 
conducted  at  a  meeting  here  sponsored 
by  the  Christian  Association  for 
Psychological  Studies  and  the  Western 
Association  of  Christians  for 
Psychological  Studies. 

She  said  the  experiences  of  “hun¬ 
dreds”  of  persons  who  have  revived  after 
being  “clinically  dead”  have  convinced 
her  “beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that 
there  is  life  after  death.”  She  identified 
herself  as  a  “Swiss  Protestant"  and  is  a 
native  of  Zurich. 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross  repeated  the  ob¬ 
servation  which  she  has  made  at  other 
meetings  that  persons  who  have  returned 
from  death  universally  report  that  the 
experience  is  peaceful  and  beautiful. 

“Not  one  of  these  patients  have  ever 
again  been  afraid  to  face  death,”  she 
said,  noting  that  there  are  several  “com¬ 


mon  denominators”  reported  by  people 
of  all  ages  who  are  brought  back  from 
near  death. 

She  said  reports  indicate  that  the 
revived  persons  are  fully  aware  of  the 
moment  of  “death,”  they  float  painlessly 
and  calmly  out  of  their  bodies,  they  ex¬ 
perience  a  sense  of  physical  wholeness, 
and  they  are  always  helped  through  the 
transition  by  a  religious  figure  or 
someone  close  to  them. 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross  described  the  case  of 
a  12-year-old  girl  who  said  she  was  met 
by  an  older  brother  while  she  was 
making  the  transition.  But  the  brother 
had  died  three  months  before  the  girl  was 
born  and  her  parents  had  never  told  her 
she  had  a  brother. 

Studies  on  “out-of-body”  phenomena 
and  what  happens  at  the  time  of  death 
are  current  subjects. of  fascination  and 
controversy  for  scholars  in  psychological 
and  scientific  circles  as  well  as  the 
religious. 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross  said  here  that  the  data 
is  not  scientifically  verified,  but  her 
studies  have  been  supported  by  the  find¬ 
ings  of  others  who  have  researched 
similar  fields. 


Boarding  up  a  window 
can  be  a  work  of  art 


AUGUST  20, 1976 


U.M.s  address  congress 
on  unity  of  bread 


DENVER  —  Some  folks  know  how  to 
board  up  a  window  and  make  it  a  work  of 
art.  That’s  a  unique  talent  of  Jack  Lan¬ 
dis,  lay  leader  here  at  Phillips  United 
Methodist  Church. 


A  window  in  the  pastor’s  study  made 
the  office  too  public.  The  pastor  com¬ 
mented  casually  to  Mr.  Landis  that  a 
woodcarved  panel  like  one  he  had  seen  in 
the  lay  leader’s  home  would  solve  the 
problem. 

Five-to-600  hours  of  craftsmanship 
later  —  Gloria  Dei  —  a  wood  carved 
panel.  Problem  solved.  Except  that  so 
many  have  come  to  view  the  valuable 
work  of  art  that  the  pastor’s  study  is  still 
very  public. 

Seventy-three  inches  by  35  inches,  the 
panel  is  carved  in  high  relief  on  both 
sides.  The  foyer  side  (shown  in  the  photo) 
has  vignettes  of  Christ  healing  the  sick 
and  the  nativity  scene.  It  includes  the 
scripture:  “And  the  Word  became  flesh 
and  dwelt  among  us,  full  of  grace  and 
truth.” 

The  richly  carved  border  repeats  the 
United  Methodist  symbol  of  the  flame 
and  cross.  Gold  stain  highlights  the 
relief. 

Mr.  Landis,  art  director  for  a  neon 
company,  believes  wood  carving  is  one  of 
the  earliest  art  forms  known.  The  church 
has  long  treasured  the  beauty  of  wood 
carvings. 

“Please  drop  by  to  view  our  ‘win¬ 
dow,’  ”  says  Pastor  Jim  Calhoun.  “It  is 
an  experience  of  worship  in  itself.” 

This  is  an  edited  version  of  an  article 
by  Ms.  D.  Speilman  that  appeared  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  United  Methodist 
edition  ofTM/UMR. 

Book  review 


President  attends  Eucharistic  Congress 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Roman  Catholic  prelates  greet  President  Ford  as  he  arrives 
to  attend  the  “Assembly  of  the  World,"  marking  the  end  of  the  41st  International 
Eucharistic  Congress  here.  The  President,  an  Episcopalian,  told  the  audience  of 
more  than  100,000  Roman  Catholiics  that  he  shared  their  concern  over  “the  increased 
irreverence  for  life."  a  remark  which  drew  sustained  applause  from  the  audience 
who  apparently  saw  it  as  a  not-so-thinly  veiled  allusion  to  the  anti-abortion 
movement.  religious  news  service  photo 


By  SAM  L.  FORE 

PHILADELPHIA  -  It  had  the  ear¬ 
marks  of  a  ten  ring  circus,  a  spiritual 
Olympics  and  3  German  “Kirchentag” 
tied  into  one.  This  giant  celebration  was 
the  41st  International  Eucharistic 
Congress  held  in  Philadelphia,  August  1- 
8. 

The  ecumenical  expression  of  the 
Congress  centered  around  workshops 
designed  to  understand  the  Eucharist 
(Holy  Communion)  in  various  traditions 
and  the  Thursday  evening  Ecumenical 
Service.  In  addition  to  the  regular  form 
for  an  ecumenical  service,  an  early  part 
focused  on  a  foot  washing  ceremony, 
which  symbolized  the  need  to  wash  and 
be  washed,  to  serve  and  be  served. 

Of  special  significance  to  United 
Methodists  was  the  Ecumenical 
Theological  Symposium  of  some  150  in¬ 
vited  theologians.  Among  the  Protes¬ 
tants  were  several  United  Methodists. 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Weber,  professor  of 
Biblical  theology  at  UMC’s  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  Washington, 
D.C.,  spoke  on  “The  Eucharist  and 
Reconciliation.”  He  raised  the  question, 
“Can  a  church  that  is  so  terribly  divided 
be  a  sign  of  reconciliation?  When  we 
speak  of  reconciliation,  must  we  now  not 
urgently  work  for  and  pray  for  the  recon¬ 
ciliation  of  our  respective  ministries  so 
that  each  Eucharist  may  truly  be  a  sign 
of  the  unity  of  God’s  people  in  their  wit¬ 
ness  to  his  reconciliation  in  Jesus  Christ 
for  all  mankind  and  for  all  creation?” 

In  his  closing  remarks  Dr.  Weber 
noted,  “Theologically,  there  is  much 
agreement  here.  The  challenge  is  to 


Letter  from  Rhodesia 


Spirited  church  life  continues 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Due  to  interest  in 
recent  statements  by  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa  about  the  political  and 
religious  situation  in  Rhodesia  (see 
TM/UMR  Aug.  6, 13),  the  following  letter 
from  missionaries  in  Salisbury, 
Rhodesia  sent  to  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church,  Rockville,  Mo.,  is  reprinted 
from  this  local  church  edition  of 
TM/UMR.  The  Millers  worshipped  at 
Faith  church  during  a  two-year  furlough 
in  1971-73  and  their  son  Jim  was 
president  of  the  UMYF. 

“Dear  Friends: 

“There  can  be  no  question  that 
developments  within  this  land,  beginning 
in  February,  have  come  about  more 
quickly  than  I  had  anticipated.  Some  of 
this  you  have  read  in  the  press.  Let  me 
share  with  you  a  glimpse  of  the  life  of  the 
church  at  this  time  and  something  of 
what  we  are  doing. 

“As  a  general  picture,  the  ministry  of 
the  church  through  teaching,  healing, 
and  evangelism  is  proceeding  with  the 
same  approach  as  in  years  past.  The 
work  in  the  hospitals  continues  although 


Window  carving  at  Phillips  UMC. 


Attention  Churches 
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Contact  J.  Y.  Tingle 
Longhorn  Dodge,  Inc. 

2401  W.  7th  St.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  76107 
(817  )  335  2331,  Metro  429-0121 
(214  )  262-2244  (Dallas) 


Church  growth  debated 


“Church  Growth  is  Not  the  Point,"  by 
Richard  K.  Hudnut,  Harper  and  Row, 
1975,  $7.95. 

By  WILFRED  BAILEY 

This  book  comes  at  a  striking  time  in 
U.S.  churches,  including  United 
Methodism. 

One  decade  ago  an  official  concern  that 
the  church  be  the  church,  at  whatever 
cost,  appeared  to  be  making  strong 
inroads.  From  the  highest  official  levels 
came  reminders  of  our  calling  to  be  in 
mission.  Pastors  and  churches  were 
urged  to  discover  out  of  their  own 
congregations  and  the  communities  they 
served,  what  it  means  to  exist  for  the 
sake  of  the  world. 

Now  we  are  receiving  a  different  kind 
of  signal. 

Some  are  beginning  to  panic.  It  is  one 
thing  to  be  the  servant  church,  but  quite 


Classified 

RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  Insertion. 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  In  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  Insertion. 

FOR  SALE:  Pews  with  cushions,  pulpit  and  pulpit 
chairs,  light  fixtures,  other  church  furnishings  all  In 
excellent  condition.  Attractive  price.  Glenwood 
United  Methodist  Church,  620  W.  Glenwood.  Tyler, 
Texas  75701,  Phone  (214)  593-2415. 

DELUX  MOTOR  COACH  tours  with  experienced 
esecrls.  prices  Include  everything  except  noon  day 
meals  -  no  tipping  -  no  hidden  extras  -  full  refund 
policy  -  Grand  Ole  Opry  -  July  23  departure.  4  days 
$150.  California  Circle  tour  -  2  departures  June  and 
July.  15  days  $525.  Eastern  Canada  -  Gaspe  Penin¬ 
sula  -  New  England.  June  25  departure,  also  Sep- 

WANTED:  Associate  pastor  to  work  with  Church 
School,  youth,  and  program  in  a  United  Methodist 
Church.  Permanent  associate  desirable  with 
Conference  connections  available.  Salary  up  to 
$14,000  depending  on  qualifications.  Send  resume, 
including  picture  and  references,  to  3131  Nantucket. 
San  Antonio,  Texas.  78230. 

Northwest.  August  7  and  8  departure.  22  days  $860. 
New  England  fall  foliage.  September  27,  13  days, 
$545.  Write  for  brochure  and  day  by  day  details:  Dan 
Dlpert  Tour.  Box  580.  Arlington, Tex.  76010.  (817)  2*5- 
2236. 

FOR  SALE:  Twelve  Antique  Italian  leaded  Stained 
Glass  Windows.  Over  75  years  old.  Excellent  con¬ 
dition.  Size  69  x  32.  Tenth  Ave.  United  Methodist 
Church,  Amarillo.  Texas.  Telephone  (806)  372-2186. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  co-ordlnators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours,  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs. 
Fla.  33166. 

FULLTIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Someone  to 
develop,  organize  and  Implement  Christian 
education  program  for  youth  (Junior  HI  thru  age  25). 
Salary  commensurate  with  talents  and  training. 
Position  open  —  would  like  to  fill  by  early  Sep- 
tember.  Send  resume  to  Centenary  Methodist 
Church.  Attention:  W.  L.  Marlow,  1911  Toyon 
Avenue.  Modesto.  CA  95350. 

'RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  In 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  HIU  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St., 

TOUR  ISRAEL  Including  Bethlehem.  Nazareth. 
Jerusalem.  Caesarea.  Sea  of  Galilee  departing 
November  23.  Israeli  Folklore  evening,  plus  Israeli 
home  visit.  $799.  Optional  return  via  Athens  or 
Rome.  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129. 
Wpco.  Tex.  76707. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed  for 
growing,  mission -minded  congregation.  Emphasis 
on  youth  program.  Degree  In  Christian  Education, 
Methodist  background  desired.  Salary  epen.  St. 
John's  United  Methodist  Church.  Cypress  Gardens 
Blvd..  Winter  Haven.  Florida  33880.  i 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  TOUR  February  5  -  March  4, 
$2389.  See  Colombia.  Brazil.  Paraguay.  Argentina. 
Chile.  Bolivia,  and  Peru  and  meet  church  leaders. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR-ORGANIST  position  wanted.  M. 
MV  .ED  with  20  years  experience.  Richard  Miller 
P.O.  Box  66687.  Houston.  Texas  77006.  (713  )  827-8569. 

For  brochure,  write  tour  leader.  Rev.  Andrew 
Juvlnall.  97  Ramsgate.  Santa  Rosa,  CA.,  95401. 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your  congre- 

FLORIDA  PARSONAGE  —  A  1200  membership 
United  Methodist  Church  on  the  west  coast 

gallon.  Contact:  Allen  Miller.  United  Chur“b 
Directories.  Box  7732,  Waco.  Texas  76710. 

Florida  In  Tampa  Bay  area  has  a  completely  fur¬ 
nished  parsonage  they  would  make  available  to 
retired  United  Methodist  minister  In  exchange  for 
part-time  work  as  a  pariah  visitor.  If  interested 
contact  Community  United  Methodist  Church,  6511 
U.S.  Highway  19  North.  Holiday,  Florida.  33589. 

GROUPS  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  Great  Passion 
Play  -  America's  No.  1  Drama!  Tickets,  lodging, 
recreation  8c  meals,  only  $11  a  person  at  KELLER’S 
COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT.  Rt.  1,  Eureka  Springs. 
Ark.  72632;  Phone  (501)  253-8418. 

something  else  when  it  begins  to  look  as 
if  such  a  stance  might  well  be  costly.  The 
possibility  of  what  it  might  mean  to  be 
the  Body  of  Christ  has  caused  some 
reversals.  We  are  showing  definite  signs 
of  seeking  first  the  preservation,  if  not 
the  success  and  growth,  of  the  institution. 
Later  we  can  get  back  to  work  on  the 
problem  of  being  Christian. 

Here  comes  Richard  Hudnut’s  book. 
This  Presbyterian  minister  calls  the 
church  to  allow  God  to  make  of  it  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  point  is  not 
church  growth,  as  the  title  says,  but  the 
point  is:  to  be  made  real;  revelation;  to 
be  reduced;  to  preach;  to  create;  to 
pray  ;  to  be  forgiven;  to  be  inspired;  to  be 
humiliated;  disclosure;  peace;  to  suffer; 
and  to  be  a  disciple. 

The  author  doesn’t  come  to  us  with  con¬ 
crete  suggestions  on  how  the  church  can 
program  this.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
would  completely  violate  his  thesis.  A 
book  could  hardly  be  more  offensive  to 
those  who  believe  that  we  can  bring  into 
being  a  true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  by 
work  or  devotion.  He  insists  that  this  is 
properly  God’s  work.  God  brings  his 
church  into  being  through  us.  The  em¬ 
phasis  is  on  the  passive,  over  and  again. 

The  passive,  however,  in  no  way 
means  indifference,  or  a  casual  concern. 
Appealing  constantly  to  the  Scriptures, 
Mr.  Hudnut  shows  how  radical  and  com¬ 
plete  is  the  call  to  become  disciples,  in 
the  most  demanding  way,  of  Christ.  The 
passive  is  the  reminder  of  our  inability  to 
bring  salvation.  We  don’t  work  our  way 
to  God.  It  is  God  who  chooses  us. 

If  you  have  read  the  author’s  “Sur¬ 
prised  by  God”  (I  have),  you  will  not  be 
surprised  by  his  somewhat  unusual  type 
—  one  word  "sentences;”  repetition  (a 
few  less  than  a  dozen  times  he  tells  the 
reader  that  Jeremiah  was  a  teenager); 
and  strong  statements  without  trying  to 
defend  them. 

If  you  have  read  his  “Giant”  books  (I 
haven’t),  you  will  not  be  surprised  by  his 
strong  tie  to  the  church.  He  is  in  no  way 
anti-institutional.  Neither  will  you  be  sur¬ 
prised  at  his  conviction  that  the  church 
has  a  calling  that  is  vital  to  a  suffering 
world. 

This  book  isn’t  great;  few  are.  But  it 
could  well  stimulate  some  very  serious 
thinking  and  discussion  by  those  who 
believe  that  church  growth  is  the  point.  It 
can  also  be  a  very  disturbing  word  to 
others  who  read  it  as  consolation  for  their 
apathy. 

The  Rev.  Wilfred  Bailey  is  the  pastor  of 
Casa  View  UMC.  Dallas,  and  the  author 
of  several  books. 


many  patients  find  it  increasingly  dif¬ 
ficult  to  go  for  treatment  because  of  the 
security  regulations  being  imposed.  The 
outreach  of  clinics  through  the  mobile 
medical  unit  is  continuing,  although  one 
of  the  clinics  cannot  be  reached  because 
of  the  military  situation. 

“All  of  our  secondary  schools  are  func¬ 
tioning  but  travel  to  one  of  them  is  now 
through  an  alternate  route  for  security 
reasons. 

“Because  of  curfews,  many  of  the 
meetings  held  in  the  churches  and  cir¬ 
cuits  must  be  limited  so  that  those  in  at¬ 
tendance  may  come  and  return  to  their 
homes  between  6:00  a. m.  and  6:00  p.m. 

“Ellen  was  asked,  on  three-weeks 
notice,  to  be  a  co-dean  of  a  Leadership 
Training  Institute  of  the  Rukwadzano 
(equals  our  U.M.W.)  There  were  about 
100  women  in  attendance,  lay  women, 
and  pastors’  wives  from  the  whole  Con¬ 
ference.  Various  courses  of  instruction 
were  included  such  as  the  role  of  the 
chairwoman  and  organizational  matters. 
Along  with  the  formal  courses,  women 
quietly  related  ways  in  which  they  have 
been  able  to  carry  on  their  daily  lives  in 
these  troubled  times.  They  prayed  with 
and  for  one  another.  Ellen  was  physically 
tired  when  she  returned  from  the 
meeting,  but  her  spirit  was  refreshed.  I 
am  sure  that  Ellen’s  gracious  manner  of 
presiding  and  of  encouraging  helped  to 
make  the  Institute  serve  as  a  “healing” 
as  well  as  a  learning  experience  for  all 
attended. 

“In  the  May  1975  National  Geographic 
you  may  have  seen  photos  from 
Rhodesia,  one  of  which  shows  the 
“protective  village.”  The  Africans  have 
given  this  way  of  habitation  a  new  name. 
They  call  them  the  “keeps”  for  they  are 
“kept”  there.  Although  this  is  not  a 
desired  housing  situation,  I  encourage 


pastors  to  know  that  they  can  go  into  this 
concentrated  population  and  render  an 
important  service.  So  I  set  the  pace.  I  ob¬ 
tained  permission  from  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  District  Commissioner  to  go  to  a 
community  known  as  Manyika.  Here  we 
have  a  church  and  a  parsonage.  The 
“mufundisi”  invited  me  to  preach  on  that 
Sunday.  I  did  this  and  asked  if  we  could 
visit  someone  who  had  been  unable  to  at¬ 
tend.  He  invited  members  of  the  church 
to  go  along  with  us. 

“That  afternoon,  beneath  the  sun  and 
surrounded  by  many  temporary  shelters, 
we  had  communion.  There  were  too 
many  to  go  into  the  elderly  woman’s 
house.  More  than  100  gathered  gave  wit¬ 
ness  to  their  faith  and  hope.  Folks  from 
other  churches  and  non-church  members 
attended  and  it  was  a  blessing  for  all. 

“These  experiences  illustrate  services 
of  healing  to  people  in  distress  and  hurt. 
This  is  needed. 

“In  late  1953  I  attended  the  dedication 
of  a  church  at  Chitora.  Today  the  church 
is  in  ruins.  Three  weeks  ago  the  govern¬ 
ment  “security  forces”  destroyed  the 
church.  They  did  so  with  bombs, 
automatic  rifle  fire  and  gasoline.  Why? 
The  story  told  to  me  is  that  it  was  done  in 
retaliation  because  the  community  had 
not  revealed  to  the  authorities  the 
presence  of  the  freedom  fighters  in  that 
area.  Thankfully,  the  spirit  of  the  people 
is  not  broken.  Last  Sunday,  the  District 
Superintendent  went  to  the  church  site, 
and  under  the  branches  of  a  large  tree, 
he  conducted  the  worship  service  for  that 
community. 

“Hopefully,  we  shall  be  faithful  as 
people  chosen  and  destined  by  God  the 
Father.  This  is  our  prayer. 

“Peace  be  to  all  of  you  that  are  in 
Christ.” 

Rev.  Charles  M.  Miller 


Love  story  ends  with  M.D.  degree 
for  determined  African  student 


By  LARRY  EISENBERG 

NASHVILLE  —  One  of  those  “im¬ 
possible  dreams”  was  achieved  here  at 
Meharry  Medical  College,  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  12  black  colleges,  in  the 
1976  graduating  class  when  James 
Charasika  became  “Doctor  Charasika.” 
It  is  a  miraculous  story  of  God’s 
providence  combined  with  iron  deter¬ 
mination  and  prayer. 

Nothing  would  have  seemed  less  likely 
in  1961  when,  as  a  shy  but  bright  young 
lad,  James  came  to  Old  Umtali  Mission 
in  Rhodesia,  seeking  work  so  he  could  go 
to  night  school.  Already  he  was  11  years 
of  age  and  had  never  been  to  school. 

Quickly  his  intelligence  was 
discovered.  One  of  his  teachers  came  to 
us  who  were  missionaries  there,  saying, 
“This  boy  is  too  good  for  night  school  — 
he  should  be  in  day  school.”  A  place  was 
found  for  him  and  he  worked  all  the  way, 
graduating  with  the  equivalent  of  high 
school. 

Knowing  of  his  deep  desire  to  study  fur¬ 
ther,  I  presented  the  need  to  President 
Charles  Turner  of  Tennessee  Wesleyan 
College.  “Sure  —  I’ll  give  him  a  4-year 
scholarship  if  you’ll  help  him  work  out 
the  rest  of  his  expenses!”  James  worked 
the  entire  time  and  made  the  Dean’s  list 
every  semester  but  one,  even  though 
studying  in  a  language  not  his  mother 
tongue.  Near  the  end  of  college  he  felt  a 
burning  desire  to  study  medicine. 

A  letter  was  circulated  among  Holston 
Conference  ministers.  “Does  anyone 
know  how  we  could  make  a  contact  for 
this  young  African  toward  medical 
school?”  Nelson  Wood,  pastor  at  Galax, 
Va.  took  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Beatrice  Nunn, 
who  after  prayer  had  set  up  a  special 
bank  account  of  $12,500  to  sponsor  some 
worthy  medical  student.  When  she  met 
James  she  exclaimed,  “This  is  it!” 


James  is  now  at  the  University  of 
Louisville  for  his  residency,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  registered-nurse 
American  wife,  Margie  and  their  new 
son,  Paidemoyo.  They  hope  to  get  back  to 
Rhodesia  some  time  after  he  finishes  his 
residency. 

Mr.  Eisenberg  is  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Marlow,  Okla. 


realize  in  our  celebrations  the  fullness  of 
the  Eucharist.  We  will  need  to  strive  con¬ 
tinually  to  deepen  our  spirituality  and  to 
educate  one  another  and  to  live  together 
in  our  struggles  for  reconciliation.” 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  UMC’s  Boston 
School  of  Theology,  observed  that  the 
years  of  study  and  dialogue  in 
ecumenical  relations  seem  to  be  bearing 
unexpected  fruit.  And  the  ripest  of  it  is 
the  common  accord  on  the  Eucharist,  he 
said. 

Dr.  Nelson,  who  for  many  years  led  the 
Faith  and  Order  movement  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  said  that  the  new 
life  which  God  offers  in  Christ  is  not  a 
private,  spiritual  matter  only.  It  affects 
one’s  whole  view  of  life’s  quality  and 
meaning. 

He  noted  that  recent  headlines  exulted 
in  the  slight  possibility  of  there  having 
been  life  on  Mars,  while  in  the  same  issue 
the  papers  told  of  Supreme  Court  per¬ 
mission  for  capital  punishment  and  the 
killing  of  unborn  children  by  abortion. 
“People  speak  more  willingly  of 
euthanasia,”  he  said,  “than  they  do  of 
‘Eucharistia,’  which  is  the  sacrament  of 
our  life.” 

Other  United  Methodists  attending  the 
symposium  were  retired  Bishop  Fred 
Corson,  Philadelphia  and  Dr.  James 
White,  professor  of  worship,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Dallas. 

No  conclusive  action  came  from  the 
symposium  since  it  was  not  a  legislative 
body.  However,  one  may  speculate 
because  of  such  discussions,  the  ex¬ 
change  of  mutual  theological  un¬ 
derstandings  and  a  growing  appreciation 
of  our  diversity,  that  the  day  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  among  Christians  for  which 
Jesus  prayed  will  yet  be  realized:  “that 
they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou,  Father,  art 
in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may 
be  in  us,  so  that  the  world  may  believe 
that  thou  hast  sent  me.”  (John  17:21) 

Mr.  Fore,  a  U.M.  minister,  is  national 
director  of  leadership  services  for  the  H. 
E.  Butt  Foundation,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

Missouri  voters 
reject  school 
aid  amendment 

ST.  LOUIS  (RNS)  —  A  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Missouri  constitution 
authorizing  the  legislature  to  furnish 
limited  aid  to  non-public  schools  —  in 
such  areas  as  transportation,  textbooks 
and  services  for  the  retarded  —  was 
defeated  in  a  statewide  referendum. 

Voters  rejected  the  amendment  by  a 
vote  Of  577,000  to  430,000. 

The  non-public  school  aid  amendment 
was  sponsored  by  Fairness  in  Education, 
a  non-denominational  organization  com¬ 
posed  mainly  of  Roman  Catholics  and 
Missouri  Synod  Lutherans. 

Voter  analysis  showed  that  the 
proposal  received  heavy  support  (2-1)  in 
the  St.  Louis  area  where  there  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  non-public  schools.  In  Kansas 
City,  the  vote  was  about  even.  The  rest 
of  the  state  voted  heavily  against  the 
amendment. 

Opposition  to  the  proposed  amendment 
came  from  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State,  Baptist 
and  United  Methodist  leaders,  public 
school  teachers  organizations  and 
various  other  groups.  The  Missouri  vote, 
according  to  Americans  United,  marked 
the  10th  straight  referendum  defeat  for 
tax  aid  for  parochial  schools  in  as  many 
years. 

An  angry  editorial  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  newspaper  here  blamed 
“ignorance  and  bigotry”  for  defeat  of  a 
referendum  amendment  of  the  Missouri 
constitution  to  allow  state  aid  to  non¬ 
public  school  children. 

Msgr.  Joseph  W.  Baker,  writing  in  the 
St.  Louis  Review,  archdiocesan 
newspaper,  declared  that  “ignorance 
and  bigotry  are  responsible  for  the  defeat 
.  .  .  Regrettably,  opponents  of  the 
measure  portrayed  the  amendment  as  a 
religious  issue  and  carried  on  a  vicious 
campaign  stirring  up  anti-Catholic  bias.” 
bias.” 

Such  services  are  already  available  to 
non-public  school  pupils  in  41  states  • 


curncu-phone 


YES!  Someone  is  ready  to  respond  to  your  questions,  concerns, 
and  suggestions  about  United  Methodist  curriculum.  The  main 
function  of  CURRIC-U-PHONE  is  to  help  local  churches  interpret 
and  use  these  resources.  Call  our  toll-free  number  and  trained 
personnel  will  answer  your  questions  firsthand  or  refer  you  to 
someone  who  can! 

Call  1-800-251-8591  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  (CST)  toll-free. 

^Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to  call  615-749-6482  collect. 


keepsuintouch 
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ders  named  in  Lafon  Home  fund  drive 


John  W.  Owensby 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  joy  that  we  an¬ 
nounce  that  Mr.  Murray  Fincher,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Lafon  Home  drive  in  New 
Orleans,  announces  that  James  W.  Mills, 
President  of  Lawyers  Title  Insurance 
Corporation,  has  accepted  a  corporate 
chairmanship  of  the  division  to  raise 
funds  for  the  Lafon  Home. 

Mr.  Charles  Teamer,  Vice  President  of 
Dillard  University,  is  Vice  Chairman  of 
the  drive.  Mr.  John  Owensby  of  New 
Orleans  is  Building  Chairman,  and  Mr. 


Joe  Kelly,  also  of  New  Orleans,  is 
Associate  Building  Chairman.  Dr.  Alfred 
Pollar,  Superintendent  of  the  Home,  is  an 
ex  officio  member  of  all  the  committees, 
and  is  giving  explicit  leadership.  E.W. 
Sims,  distinguished  lay  leader,  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  of  the 
Executive  Committee  is  working  to 
secure  success  in  the  three  rtiillion  dollar 
Lafon  Home  drive. 

Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  Superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  and  Dr.  Robert 


Aldersgate 


Youngest  church  is  growing  up 


A* 


..A  standing-room-only  congregation  gathered  to  participate 
in  the  first  worship  service  at  Aldersgate  on  June  27.  This  has 
been  a  weekly  occurrence  ever  since. 


Shown  in  the  above  photograph  are  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews. 
Aldersgate,  receiving  offering  plates.  100  chairs  and  several 
tables  donated  by  the  Algiers  Church.  With  him  are  Jerry 
Felder  and  the  Algiers  custodian.  Mr.  James  Henderson.  Rev 
Carey  Martin  is  pastor  of  Algiers. 


Aldersgate  Church  in  Slidell  is  off  to  a 
“running  start,’’  according  to  in¬ 
formation  received  from  the  Pastor, 
Chris  Andrews.  Actually,  there  was 
never  a  “crawling  period’’  for  the  newest 
church  in  the  Conference,  because  each 
Sunday  has  seen  a  standing-room-only 
congregation,  starting  on  the  first  Sun¬ 
day,  June  27. 

Children  sit  on  the  floor  and  like  it.  The 
overflow  crowd  stands  and  doesn’t  mind. 
It  all  happens  in  the  “Upper  Room"  of  a 
local  restaurant  which  donated  the 


space,  and  members  are  joining  every 
Sunday.  At  latest  count  the  membership 
stood  at  83.  On  August  29  the  congrega¬ 
tion  will  move  to  a  larger  meeting  place. 

But  worship  services  are  only  a  part  of 
this  growing  congregation.  Church 
school  is  being  conducted  for  all  ages, 
with  teachers  for  each  class,  and  local 
businesses  have  provided  space.  An 
adult  class  is  enthusiastic  and  respon¬ 
sive.  Planning  committees  are  at  work; 
youth  activities  are  being  conducted; 
and  a  women’s  group  is  meeting. 


Heritage  Sunday  giving  to  Foundation  exceeds  $115,000 


On  an  extra  page  of  this  week’s  edition 
of  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST,  you  will  read  a  complete, 
up-to-date  report  on  giving  to  the  Foun¬ 
dation,  church  by  church,  district  by 
district.  The  grand  total  is  $115,767.32. 

This  is  truly  significant.  That  so  many 


persons  through  so  many  churches  would 
contribute  to  the  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Louisiana  indicates  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  service  through  this  medium 
At  the  time  of  going  to  press  the 
amounts  were  accurate  as  received  by 
this  newspaper.  It  is  entirely  probable 
that  by  the  time  you  read  this,  the  totals 


E.W.  Sims 

Harrington,  Area  Provost,  are 
designating  the  month  of  September  as  a 
crucial  and  critical  month  in  the  Lafon 
effort.  During  that  month  the  entire  con¬ 
ference  membership  will  be  making  per¬ 
sonal  three-year  pledges  toward  the 
Lafon  Home’s  total  rebuilding.  District 
superintendents  are  arranging  for  cam¬ 
paigns  in  each  of  the  districts;  and  chair¬ 
persons  of  committees  on  Health  and 
Welfare  are  giving  strong  service  in  each 
local  congregation,  along  with  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board  chairmen. 


Recently  Algiers  Church  voted  to  give 
100  classroom  chairs,  several  tables,  and 
offering  plates  to  Aldersgate.  First 
Church,  Slidell  is  cooperating  in  printing 
of  bulletins  and  making  equipment  and 
supplies  available.  Another  local  church, 
the  Christian  Church,  has  provided  space 
for  an  evening  meeting. 

Charter  Sunday  will  be  held  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  persons  who  have  joined 
Aldersgate  by  then  will  be  designated  as 
charter  members  and  will  receive  a  cer¬ 
tificate  indicating  this. 


will  have  exceeded  those  reported.  Some 
churches  still  had  not  turned  in  the 
amounts  raised,  and  these  are  listed  with 
no  contributions.  We  trust  that  these 
churches  will  respond. 

Now  —  turn  to  the  EXTRA  and  see  how 
much  your  church  contributed. 


.  .  .  and  miles 


to  go. 


FROM  THE  STAFF 

When  our  Episcopal  leader  ad¬ 
dressed  the  large  group  gathered  to 
pay  him  tribute  in  Alexandria,  his 
theme  was  “Promises  to  Keep.’’ 

He  has  kept  his  promises  to  our 
Conference  and  Area  faithfully  and 
well.  We  are  confident  that  he  will 
continue  to  keep  his  promises  made 
and  those  to  come.  And  we  are 
keeping  our  “promise  not  to  mention 
his  name  again”  (his  request  )  But 
we  did  not  promise  that  we  would  not 
say  a  parting  word 
He  has  been  with  us  for  a  brief, 
wonderful,  inspiring  four  years.  He 
has  led  with  love;  he  has  ad¬ 
ministered  with  sound  judgment, 
deliberation,  consideration  and  fair¬ 
ness.  He  has,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  epitomized  the  Christian 
Spirit  that  is  befitting  every  follower 
of  our  Saviour  and  Lord.  With  his 
lovely  and  charming  companion  of 
life  and  work,  he  has  given  our  Con¬ 
ference  a  dignity  and  purpose 
To  say  that  we  will  miss  them  is 
trite.  To  say  “goodbye”  is  out  of 
place.  To  just  wish  them  well  is 
inadequate.  Perhaps  it  is  best  just  to 
say  that  they  will  always  be  so  very 
dear  to  pur  hearts  and  that  we  will 
love  them  for  all  of  our  lives. 

Our  thoughts  and  prayers  go  with 
them  for  all  the  “.  miles  to  go 


Questions  and  answers 

The  following  questions  are  those  commonly  and  recently  posed  concerning 
our  giving  program.  This  is  informational  only,  and  is  offered  to  develop  more 
clarity 

( 1 )  What  is  the  World  Service  Fund?  (A)  It  is  the  fund  that  supports  the  work 

of  the  general  boards  and  agencies  of  the  church  on  the  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  level.  ,  .  „  . ,  ,  ..  . . 

(2)  Is  there  much  "missions”  in  World  Service  funds.  (A)  In  the  old  con- 
ventional  sense  of  ••missions,”  there  is  some.  A  portion  of  the  money  allocated 
to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  goes  to  “missions  ." 

(3)  Are  Advance  Specials  a  part  of  World  Service  funds'’  (Ai  No.  Advance 

Specials  from  local  churches  are  direct  grants  to  specific  mission  projects  at 
home  or  abroad.  The  primary  missionary  thrust  of  the  church  is  through  Ad- 
vance Specials.  .  _ 

(4)  What  Advance  Specials  form  our  principal  interest  in  Louisiana.  (A) 
Overseas  we  emphasize  the  Iban  Pastors  Fund  and  the  Transamazon  Mission  in 
Brazil.  Dozens  of  other  individual  projects  are  selected  by  individual 
congregations  At  home  our  Advance  Specials  are  multitudinous,  but  principal 
among  them  are  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  and  the  many  from  here  m 
Louisiana,  e  g.,  St.  Mark’s,  Dulac,  Sager-Brown,  MacDonell,  Lafon,  Hispanic 
Ministries  in  New  Orleans,  and  many  others.  These  are  not  a  part  of  World  Ser¬ 
vice.  Thev  are  specific  Advance  Specials. 

i5i  Can  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  give  our  World  Service  funds  to 
homosexual  groups,  as  formerly?  (A)  No,  The  General  Conference  voted  for 

them  not  to  do  this.  4  ,  .  _  .  n 

(6)  When  do  the  programs  on  benevolent  giving  adopted  by  General  con¬ 
ference  begin?  (A)  January  1. 

(7)  Is  women’s  lib  in  World  Service?  (A)  Yes,  the  General  Conference 
established  the  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women  on  a  permanent  basis.  The 
purpose  of  this  commission  is  to  educate,  promote,  and  push  for  women  s 
rights,  and  to  support  women’s  lib  projects.  Eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 

was  allocated  from  World  Service  funds  for  this  quadrennium. 

(8)  Where  did  this  conference  rank  in  support  of  disaster  relief?  Confusing 
reports  have  been  circulated.  (A)  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  ranked 
first  in  the  nation  in  giving  to  the  three  major  disasters  in  Central  America  — 
Honduras,  Nicaragua,  and  Guatemala.  It  is  a  point  of  great  pride  in  this 
conference.  The  money  was  given  through  special  offerings. 

(9)  What  is  the  principal  benevolent  priority  in  the  conference  at  the  present 
time?  (A)  The  successful  drive  to  build  a  new  Lafon  Home  for  elderly  indigent 
needy. 

( 10)  Where  can  I  get  more  information  on  benevolent  giving?  (A)  From  the 
Division  of  Interpretation,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York  City,  10027. 


Carrollton  UMW 
Unit  to  remain 
affiliated 

By  a  majority  of  two  votes,  the 
Carrollton  UMW  unit  voted  to  remain  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  national  organisation,  of. - 
the  UMW.  The  group  concluded, 
however,  that  unless  certain  changes 
were  greatly  visible  within  the  year  they 
would  disaffiliate  in  1977. 

Mrs.  William  H.  McHugh,  in  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Clifford  Cummings,  national  UMW 
president,  and  to  Mrs.  Truman  Ward, 
state  UMW  president,  stated  that  the 
request  of  the  minister,  the  Reverend 
Dwight  Ramsey,  to  retain  affiliation  was 
decisive  for  this  year,  but  indicated  that 
the  group  would  review  the  matter  again 

Smoldering  dissatisfaction  among  the 
rank  and  file  of  UMW  women  brought  the 
issue  to  the  fore  as  many  women  insisted 
the  national  staff  of  the  UMW  no  longer 
represented  the  real  strength  of 
Methodism’s  women.  Many  particularly 
objected  to  the  highly  political  goals  and 
motives  of  the  national  staff,  and 
strenuously  objected  to  the  use  of  their 
funds  for  intensive  political  lobbying. 

In  a  frank  but  gracious  letter  to  Mrs 
Cummings,  the  secretary  stated,  “It  is 
the  concensus  that  we  try  for  another 
year  to  retain  our  membership  with  the 
Division.  In  the  meantime  we  wanted  you 
to  know  of  our  unrest  and  a  few  of  the 
reasons  for  it.  Late  in  1977  we  will  re¬ 
evaluate  the  extent  of  democracy  with 
the  United  Methodist  Women.  If  there 
has  been,  during  the  intervening  time, 
any  real  opportunity  for  input  by  unit 
members,  we  will  remain  a  member 
Should  we  feel  there  has  not  been,  we  will 
form  some  other  type  of  church  group 


Henning  Church,  Sulphur, 
to  host  annual  UMW  meeting 


Local  Sulphur  women  are  planning  for  the  “big  event."  Some  of  them  are  shown 
here,  (from  left)  Mrs.  Tom  Carnahan,  registration  and  housing;  Mrs.  E.P.  Blakely, 
decorations .  Mrs.  Jewel  Ellender.  coordinator  of  church  rooms;  Mrs.  David  Davis, 
first  aid. 


Henning  Memorial  Church,  Sulphur 
will  host  the  1976  meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women  on  September  17  and 
18,  and  an  enthusiastic  welcome  is  plan¬ 
ned.  With  the  general  theme  of  the 
meeting  announced  as  “United 
Methodist  Women  in  Action,”  local  mem¬ 
bers  of  UMW  have  swung  “into  action” 
to  roll  out  the  red  carpet  when  women 
from  throughout  the  state  gather  for 
what  probably  will  be  the  largest  at¬ 
tendance  in  history. 

When  the  annual  meeting  was  held  in 
Ruston  last  year,  more  than  600  were 
there,  and  the  Sulphur  women  are  plan¬ 
ning  for  more.  Attendance  has  been  in¬ 
creasing  yearly. 


Keynote  speaker  for  the  Conference 
will  be  Mrs.  Yvonne  Ferris  of  Central 
City.  Nebraska.  Mrs.  Ferris  is  Vice- 
President  of  the  National  Division,  on  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  was  a 
delegate  in  1972  and  1976  to  the  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences.  In  1966 
and  again  in  1971  she  was  a  delegate  to 
the  World  Methodist  Conference. 

Since  the  meeting  is  less  than  a  month 
away,  it  is  important  that  you  send  in 
your  reservations  immediately  to  Mrs. 
T.H.  Carnahan,  514  Kent  Drive,  Sulphur, 
Louisiana  70663.  Reservation  fee  is  $2.00, 
and  the  dinner  on  Friday  evening  (Sep¬ 
tember  17)  is  $4.50 


Summer  camping  drawing  to  a  successful  close 


'In  the  good  ole  summer  time.  .  .  "  will  be  a  bright  memory  for  the  many 
campers  who  attended  our  Conference  church  sponsored  camps  this  summer. 
Junior  Highs,  Highs.  Elementaries  were  out  in  droves,  and  from  the  reports  which 
have  come  to  this  office,  each  camp  was  successful. 

Now,  the  peal  of  the  not-too-distant  school  bells  will  be  coming  the  way  of  all  good 
students,  and  camping  gear  will  be  packed  away  until  1977.  In  some  cases,  however, 
camping  will  go  on  throughout  the  year,  and  family  camps,  retreats,  and  week-end 
outings  will  continue  in  our  moderate  Louisiana  climate  which  lends  itself  to 
camping  and  outdoor  activity. 

o')  lo'l 


The  trend  of  several  years  ago  where  there  was  a  dwindling  number  of 
participants  in  the  summer  camping  program  seems  to  have  made  a  reverse  swing. 
Camping  is  bigger  than  ever,  and  for  the  past  three  or  four  years  camping  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  has  been  growing  steadily  among  all  ages  It  is  a  healthy  sign 
which  seems  to  be  following  a  national  trend. 

Several  weeks  ago.  this  newspaper  ran  photographs  which  we  had  received  of 
summer  campers.  This  week  we  are  pleased  to  publish  two  more  which  hove  come 
to  us.  The  Monroe  District  Junior  High  Camp  was  held  July  19-23.  under  the 
direction  of  the  Rev.  Claude  E.  Barron  of  Waterproof,  with  leadership  provided  by 


the  Reverends  Steve  Bearden,  Oakley  Edwards,  E.  J.  Martin;  Scott  Fontenot.  Mrs. 
Cheri  Hosman.  Miss  Helen  Joyner,  Mrs.  Julia  Youngblood,  and  Miss  Barbara 
Wilson.  All  73  junior  highs  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  week's  theme.  " Man  Alive?” 
The  Rev.  Robert  Burgess  is  Monroe  District  Director  of  Camping. 

In  the  Lake  Charles  District,  Mr.  Noble  Cooke  has  sent  us  another  of  his  fine 
pictures  of  Junior  High  Camp  Number  2  in  that  district.  The  large  number  and 
In.ppy  faces  speak  for  themselves. 

Conference  camp  directorsare  reminded  that  if  they  have  pictures  that  they 
would  like  to  share  with  the  readers  of  this  newspaper,  they  are  invited  to  send  them 
to  us  at  1114  American  Bank  Building.  New  Orleans,  La.  70J30. 
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MM“N®“55W“  Editorials ' 


Advertising  abuses  by  liquor 
industry  should  be  prohibited 


Consumption  of  alcohol  does  not  make 
a  person  more  attractive  —  or  more 
athletic  —  or  more  sophisticated  —  or 
more  important. 

Still,  paradoxically,  the  same 
American  society  which  has  demanded 
truth  in  advertising  from  a  variety  of 
advertisers  in  recent  years  continues  to 
allow  those  claims  to  be  made  daily  by 
the  alcoholic  beverage  industry.  While 
demanding  such  advertising  safeguards 
as  the  standardization  of  mileage  figures 
in  promotions  for  new  automobiles, 
society  has  come  up  with  no  regulation  to 
keep  the  alcoholic  beverage  industry 
from  duping  consumers  with 
implications  that  “a  better  world”  is  only 
a  drink  away. 

—  “What  kind  of  man  drinks  our 
Scotch?”  asks  one  magazine  ad.  In  the 
background,  leaning  against  an 
expensive  sports  car,  is  a  man  in  a 
tailored  suit. 

—  A  television  commercial  for  a  brand 
of  wine  ways  it’s  for  “night  people”  who 
like  to  “step  out  for  a  good  time.” 

—  A  mass-produced  billboard  shows  a 
beautiful  woman  in  a  tight-fitting 
evening  gown  saying  she  likes  men  who 
drink  a  particular  brand  of  whiskey. 

In  the  face  of  growing  alcohol  abuse  in 
America  today,  such  advertising  is  a 
cruel  hoax  indeed.  The  clear  intent  of 
these  and  other  ads  is  to  promote 
drinking  as  an  important  part  of  “the 
good  life”  in  America.  Such  advertising 
goes  beyond  the  legitimate  right  of  a 
legitimate  business  to  promote  its 
product  within  the  drinking  populace  and 

Christ’s  view  of 
greatness  compared 
to  that  of  society 

At  no  place  was  Jesus  more 
revolution  than  in  His  teachings 
about  what  constitutes  greatness. 

In  His  day  He  differed  with  the 
accepted  norms  of  success.  Then,  as 
now,  most  people  accepted  material 
wealth  as  a  criterion  for  greatness.  The 
rich  young  ruler  who  came  to  Him  spoke 
of  his  wealth  and  was  satisfied  with  his 
possessions. 

Even  today  we  measure  the  success  of 
many  persons  by  the  amount  of  money 
they  possess  or  the  size  of  their  bank 
account.  We  see  those  who  are  out  for  the 
easy  dollar  and  the  fast  buck. 

Others  believe  that  social  prestige  is  a 
badge  of  greatness.  There  are  those  who 
always  want  to  be  seen  at  the  best  and 
most  exclusive  parties.  And  yet,-  the 
tragic  suicide  of  a  recent  movie  star  who 
became  a  sex  symbol  for  many,  testifies 
to  the  shallowness  of  this  particular  set  of 
values. 

For  Jesus,  the  criterion  of  greatness 
consisted  of  two  things.  The  first  was 
humility.  He  said,  “He  that  is  greatest 
among  you  shall  be  your  servant.”  To 
symbolize  this  philosophy  of  life  He 
washed  His  disciples’  feet  and  He  put 
little  children  upon  His  knee. 

The  second  criterion  of  greatness 
according  to  Jesus  was  obedience  to  the 
highest  and  best  that  we  know.  He  said, 
“Blessed  is  the  man  that  not  only  heareth 
these  sayings  of  mine,  but  doeth  them.” 

Perhaps  the  reason  that  many  of  us 
have  not  been  effective  as  Christians  is 
that  we  have  made  great  affirmations  of 
faith  but  we  have  not  acted  them  out  in 
human  deed.  What  we  do  screams  more 
loudly  than  what  we  say. 

True  greatness  can  be  ours,  but  in  the 
words  of  Jesus,  we  must  be  humble  and 
we  must  be  obedient. 

William  M.  Holt 

Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate 
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into  advocacy  of  drug  use  as  a  desirable 
part  of  society. 

We  congratulate  United  Methodist 
individuals  and  groups  which  are 
already  speaking  out  against  such 
advertising,  and  hope  others  will  speak 
to  legislators  and  state  alcoholic 
beverage  boards  in  a  similar  way. 

In  United  Methodism’s  Oregon-Idaho 
Annual  Conference  a  resolution  was 
recently  passed  calling  for  the  Oregon 
Liquor  Control  Commission  to  adopt 
rules  requiring  advertisers  of  alcoholic 
beverages  to  prohibit  all  advertising 
which: 

(1)  “gives  the  impression  that  drinking 
alcoholic  beverages  in  general,  or  the 
individual  product  in  particular,  will 
result  in  sexual  attractiveness,  athletic 
prowess,  or  social  sophistication.” 

(2)  “incites  minors  to  consume 
alcoholic  beverages.” 

(3)  “shows  alcohol  being  served”  as 
the  main  “focus”  of  an  ad  rather  than 
showing  it  as  a  part  of  dining  or  social 
activities. 

The  resolution  further  states  that  only 
advertising  which  gives  information 
about  price,  quality  of  the  product,  or 
other  objective  product  comparisons 
should  be  allowed. 

We  believe  the  Oregon-Idaho 
resolution  is  an  admirable  response  to  an 
advertising  menace  facing  our  society 
today  and  applaud  that  conference  and 
others  which  have  taken  similar  stances 
in  the  past.  We  hope  other  UMC  groups 
will  consider  -such  actions  across  the 
nation  in  the  future. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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TM/UMR  essays 
to  search  for 
‘ the  church 9 

Where  have  you  experienced  "the 
church”?  Heard  its  song?  Seen  its 
vision?  Tasted  its  wine?  Felt  its 
touch? 

Give  us  a  single  concrete  example 
of  your  personal  experience  in 
“finding  the  church”  in  your  life.  It 
may  have  happened  inside  the  walls 
of  a  church  building  or  on  a  busy  city 
street.  It  may  have  happened  to  you 
alone,  or  to  a  few  individuals,  or  to  an 
entire  congregation.  What  was  it? 
When  was  it?  Where  was  it?  How  did 
you  feel  about  it? 

Tell  us  in  an  essay  of  no  more  than 
250  words. 

Criteria 

TM/UMR  will  pay  $10  for  each 
essay  printed  in  its  columns.  Essays 
will  be  selected  on  the  basis  of 
originality,  interest,  and  effectiveness 
in  inspiring  other  Christians. 
Guidelines 

1.  There  are  no  limitations  on 
subject  matter;  essay  topics  may 
range  from  traditional  to  innovative 
to  unique  expressions  of  the  church. 

2.  The  essay  should  be  250  words  or 
less,  and  preferably  typed  and  double 
spaced. 

3.  The  essay  must  be  based  on  an 
actual  happening. 

4.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  Sept.  15, 1976. 

5.  Each  entry  must  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  and  name  of 
local  church  where  membership  is 
held.  Entries  cannot  be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Reader 
Essays,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221.  _ 
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My  witness 

Death  can  be  inspiration  when 
we  remember  God  is  there  with  us 


By  THOMAS  H.CLOYD 

It  is  not  often  in  a  lifetime  that  deep 
spiritual  experiences  come  our  way. 
Many  of  them  are  sought  after  and 
sometimes  found  in  the  way  we 
anticipated.  Other  experiences  are 
entirely  new  and  unexpected.  A  totally 
unexpected  experience  recently  helped 
me  see  through  death  into  the  eternity. 

About  12:45  p.m.  on  Easter  Sunday  my 
family  rushed  to  the  car  to  journey  to  the 
hospital  where  my  wife’s  father  lay 
critically  ill.  He  had  been  seriously  ill  for 
over  three  years,  but  during  the  past 
month  things  had  gone  from  bad  to 
worse,  and  his  life  expectation  narrowed 
down  to  days  and  then  to  hours. 

We  arrived  at  the  hospital  in  record 
time  because  my  wife  wanted  to  see  her 
father  at  1  p.m.,  which  was  the  next  time 
of  visitation  in  the  intensive  care  unit. 
Somehow  the  elevator  was  waiting  at  the 
first  floor.  We  entered  the  elevator  with 
three  of  our  children  and  arrived  on  the 
fifth  floor  in  seconds 

At  1  p.m.  Betty’s  mother  went  in  to  see 
Mr.  Shannon.  She  knew  when  she  entered 
.--that  he  was  at  the  point  of  death.  She 
rushed  out  to  tell  us  to  hurry  inside  and 
the  nurses  let  us  enter  and  gather  around 
his  bed.  Three  of  the  nurses  stood  by  as 
J5etty,  her  mother,  her  sister  and  I  held 
hands  with  Mr.  Shannon  and  he  breathed 
his  last.  We  bowed  our  heads  for  prayer 
and  these  are  the  words  that  I  prayed: 
“Father,  into  Thy  hands  we  commit  his 
spirit.  May  the  peace  that  comes  from 
knowing  Thee  in  life  bp  ever  present 
during  these  last  moments  with  Him  and 


with  all  of  us  gathered  here.  We  want  to 
thank  you  for  your  loving  care  and 
eternal  peace.  We  pray  this  in  Christ’s 
name.  Amen.” 

At  the  moment  this  prayer  ended  Mr. 
Shannon  gasped  one  time  and  lay  still  in 
death.  Yet,  that  last  breath  and  the 
electrifying  feeling  of  the  presence  of 
God  with  us  during  that  experience  will 
enrich  my  life  forevet*.  Never  before 
have  I  felt  the  presence  of  God  so 
completely  as  at  that  moment.  It  was  as 
though  the  very  gates  of  heaven  opened 
to  us  and  just  for  a  moment  we  stood  face 
to  face  with  the  Almighty.  It  was  as 
though  we  too  had  walked  through  death 
and  had  been  present  on  the  other  side  in 
the  eternity. 

Words  cannot  describe  this  experience, 


but  on  Easter  Sunday,  1974,  just  for  a 
moment  we  were  present  to  walk  with 
someone  to  the  very  edge  of  heaven 
where  we  all  felt  God  take  his  hand.  Even 
the  expression  on  a  diseased  and 
distorted  face  changed  at  death  into  one 
of  glory  and  peace. 

Mr.  Shannon  had  given  his  life  to  Christ 
anew  a  few  years  ago.  He  lived  his  faith 
and  was  entirely  ready  to  meet  and  be 
with  Christ.  He  was  so  completely  at 
peace  with  the  world  and  he  had  lived  so 
faithfully  his  Christian  witness  that  his 
inspiring  death  seemed  to  release  that 
spirit  for  all  of  us  eternally. 

When  you  or  a  member  of  your  family 
faces  death,  “Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled;  neither  let  it  be  afraid.” 
Remember,  God  is  there. 


My  witness 

Art  is  meaningful  at  funerals 


By  LYNDON  B.  PHIFER 

I’m  an  amateur  musician.  Each  day  I 
play  the  piano  and  violin  and  sing  for 
about  an  hour.  It’s  a  hobby. 

Lately,  at  eighty-three,  I’ve  begun  to 
compose  music,  f  did  a  flute  solo  with 
piano  accompaniment  for  my  middle 
granddaughter,  a  little  piano  piece  for 
my  youngest  granddaughter  and  am 
working  on  “The  Months”  (twelve  short 
piano  pieces)  for  my  eldest 
granddaughter,  an  accomplished  pianist 
at  eighteen. 

Another  hobby  I  have 


writing 


Clergy  divorce  rate  ‘shocking’  problem 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  shocked  to  see  in  TM/UMR  of 
August  13  the  size  of  the  divorce  problem 
among  ministers.  I  have  never  heard 
whether  theological  seminaries  give  a 
course  in  marriage  counseling  or  not,  but 
it  requires  more  than  love  to  make  a 
marriage  a  success. 

A  minister’s  wife  is  expected  to  lead  as 
exemplary  a  life  as  her  husband  does, 
and  that  calls  for  a  great  deal  of  mental 
and  spiritual  stability;  but  the  wife  a 
minister  chooses  can  make  or  break  his 
career.  Therefore,  that  is  the  most 
important  decision  of  his  life,  once  he  has 
decided  to  enter  the  ministry. 

The  members  of  a  church  can  also  be  a 
big  help.  I  have  always  felt  one  should 
never  call  his  minister  by  his  given 
name.  He  should  say  Dr.,  Reverend  or 
Pastor  when  speaking  to  him.  This 
serves  as  a  subtle  reminder  of  the 
position  he  holds,  and  could  consciously 
or  unconsciously  help  him  to  live  up  to 
that  standard.  There  is  an  old  saying  that 
familiarity  breeds  contempt,  but  even  if 
it  didn’t  go  that  far,  the  challenge  to  his 
high  calling  is  not  there. 

If  a  minister’s  marriage  gets  in 
trouble,  he  should  immediately  seek 
counseling,  and  if  that  doesn’t  help  and 
divorce  follows,  then  he  should  resign 
from  the  ministry  and  seek  some  other 
line  of  work. 

One  of  the  most  important  parts  of  a 
minister’s  work  is  his  counseling  of 
young  couples  contemplating  marriage. 
If  his  own  marriage  has  already  gone  on 
the  rocks,  how  can  he  emphasize  to  them 
the  importance  of  those  five  little  words, 
“till  death  do  us  part.” 

Divorce  is  much,  much  too  common 
among  lay  people  today,  but  if  the  church 
ever  lowers  its  standard  to  the  extent  it 
will  permit  a  divorced  minister  to 
continue  to  serve  his  church,  then  the 
future  of  the  church  is  in  deep,  deep 
trouble.  Mrs.  Robert  J.  McIntosh 

Belleair  Bluffs,  Florida 
Holy  Spirit  prevents 
divorce  by  Christians 
To  the  Editor: 

When  God  created  Adam  and  Eve,  He 
created  one  Eve.  It  doesn’t  anywhere  say 
He  created  spares  —  just  in  case. 

I’ve  been  reading  Matthew  7:13-14  and 
I  find,  “Straight  and  narrow  is  the  way 
and  few  there  be  that  find  it!”  We  can 
find  so  many  seemingly  reasonable 
reasons  these  days  for  sin  and  ways  of 
rationalizing  it.  I  believe  anybody  can 
make  a  mistake  through  lack  of  training, 
lack  of  knowledge,  example,  etc.,  and 
God  does  through  Christ  forgive. 

When  we  become  Christians,  we 
became  one  with  Christ.  So  there  are 
three  in  a  Christian  marriage:  Christ  as 
the  head,  the  husband  and  then  the  wife. 
It’s  not  conceivable  to  me  that  a 
Christian’s  marriage  could  come  to  a 
point  of  dissolution,  because  that  mar¬ 
riage,  sanctioned  by  God,  would  be  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Doris  Peilly 
Cresson,  Pennsylvania 
Rliotlesia  editorials 
not  convincing 
To  the  Editor : 

I  am  dismayed  at  the  cavalier 
editorializing  of  Bishop  Muzorewa’s 
heading  a  “liberation  army"  from 
Mozambique  into  Rhodesia 

Where  was  the  warning  that  he  breaks 
God’s  command?  Or  the  reminder  that 
Jesus  says  to  do  good  to  those  who 
despitefully  use  you?  Or  that  the  apostle* 
Paul  says, 4 ‘Overcome  evil  with  good?  ’  ’ 

“Conviction.”  •  Don’t  you  think  Nazi 
Germany  and  the.Hitler  you  mentioned 
had  conviction?  Conviction  is  not 
enough ! 

What  Old  Testament  king  was 
victorious  over  the  pagans,  but  then 
became  like  them? 

It  has  been  said  that  because  you 
oppose  some  one  thing,  doesn’t 


automatically  put  you  on  the  other  side. 
You  can  get  like  them. 

I’m  not  convinced  some  blacks  want  to 
“walk  in  peace  together  with  whites.” 

James  W.  Furr 
Spring  Hill,  Florida 
Don't  tell  me  how  to  vote 
To  the  Editor : 

Stop,  please! 

One  week  a  picture  of  the  Carter 
family  going  to  church  and  the  next  week 
a  picture  of  Ruth  Carter  Stapleton, 
evangelist.  Do  I  detect  a  little  political 
bias  in  the  wind  from  Texas?  Are  you 
trying  to  tell  us  to  vote  for  Carter  on  the 
basis  of  his  religious  leanings?  Even  his 
mother  said  last  week  she  thought 
Jimmy  was  talking  too  much  about  his 
religion. 

The  Fords  go  to  church,  the  Reagans 
go  to  church,  and  not  long  ago  Betty  Ford 
was  on  the  platform  at  a  Jewish 
gathering  when  the  Rabbi  was  seized 
with  a  heart  attack  and  died.  Mrs.  Ford 
stepped  forward,  prayed  with  aplomb, 
poise  and  obvious  sincerity.  But  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  see  a  picture  of  this  in  a 
religious  publication. 

I  have  always  thought  your  paper 
great,  read  it  through  each  week  the  day 
it  arrives.  I  have  copies  of  your  editor’s 
article  entitled  “Separating  man’s  word 
from  God’s  Word”  and  have  used  it 
several  times  when  talking  to  groups.  A 
little  risky  when  talking  to  literalists,  but 
so  far  I  haven’t  met  with  bodily  harm. 

Don’t  disenchant  me  by  telling  me  how 
to  vote! 

Mary  P.  Foltz 
DuBois,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/UMR  has 
endorsed  no  presidential  candidate. 
Pictures  of  President  Gerald  Ford  have 
also  appeared  in  our  pages  in  recent 
weeks  (see  issues  of  June  11,  July  9, 
August  13,  August  20  and  elsewhere  in 
this  issue).  As  a  newspaper,  TM/UMR 
will  objectively  cover  the  statements, 
positions  and  events  of  Presidential 
candidates  whenever  they  relate  to 
religion.  Religion  has  become  an  open 
issue  in  the  current  campaign  primarily 
through  statements  from  Jimmy  Carter, 
placing  him  often  in  the  news  which 
would  normally  be  reported  by  a 
religious  newspaper.  TM/UMR  will 
cover  no  “unnewsworthy”  event  for  the 
sake  of  reporting  about  any  specific 
candidate.  Nor  will  it  purposefully 
neglect  reporting  valid  news  of  religion 
just  to  balance  the  number  of  times  a 
candidate’s  name  appears  in  print. 

Tent  iterance  is 
sometimes  enough 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  July  23  issue  of  TM/UMR,  E.  E. 
Wethington,  Alice  Wiemers  and  C.  H. 
Burlingame  in  their  respective  “Here  I 
Stand”  articles  on  alcoholism  and  the 
world  food  problem  make  excellent 
points,  even  though  one  may  differ  with 
them  in  some  respects. 

Many  of  us  do  prefer  to  avoid  the  risk 
of  alcoholism  by  total  abstinence  — 
some,  like  me,  not  liking  the  taste  of 
alcoholjc  drinks.  It  is  my  impression, 
however,  that  others  can  succeed 
through  temperance.  Some  years  ago  a 
Jewish  associate  of  mine,  taught 
temperance,  by  his  family,  objected 
vigorously  to  me  about  being  pressured 
to  overindulge  in  “social  drinking”  — 
and  some  of  the  pressure  came  from 
individuals  with  membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

I  assume  that  Mrs.  Wiemers  did  not 
intend  to  include  butter  among  protein 
foods;  she  must  know  better.  Why 
should  soybean  and  nut  products  cost 
more  than  poultry? 

When  one  observes  the  number  of 
individuals  who  are  obviously 
overweight  and  the  high  rates  of  heart 
attack  in  middle  age,  isn’t  there,  at  least, 
a  possibility  that  Americans  would 
benefit  their  health  by  cutting  down  on 
calories  and  reducing  intake  of  saturated 


or  hard  fats,  as  recommended  by  the 
American  Heart  Association?  “Lack  of 
interest  in  having  our  lifestyles 
changed”  may  be  interfering  with 
feeding  the  world’s  hungry,  as 
Burlingame  suggests;  it  may  also  result 
in  some  Americans  patronizing 
undertakers  at  an  earlier  age  than  they 
otherwise  might  do. 

Herbert  I.  Sauer 
Columbia,  Missouri 

Total  abstinence  best 

To  the  Editor: 

May  I  say  a  loud  “Amen”  to  the  article 
in  the  July  23  issue  by  Elbert 
Wethington!  I  could  not  agree  more  with 
what  is  said  in  this  article  abot  the 
prevention  of  alcoholism.  I  have  tried  to 
learn  all  that  I  can  about  this  problem 
and  I  am  convinced  that  the  only  sure 
answer  is  what  alcoholics  have  learned 
the  hard  way:  total  abstinence. 

I  am  amazed  that  we  have  come  down 
so  hard  on  cigarette  smoking  and  inform 
our  people  on  every  package  and  in 
every  advertisement  of  the  threat  to 
health,  and  at  the  same  time  fail  to  do  so 
with  alcoholic  beverages  that  have 
ruined  more  lives  and  broken  up  more 
families  than  smoking  ever  will. 
Wouldn’t  it  make  sense  for  us  to  refuse 
the  same  liquor  advertisement  on  TV  and 
put  this  same  kind  of  warning  on  all 
attempts  to  advertise  it  and  place  an 
equally  obvious  warning  on  each  bottle 
or  can  of  it  that  is  sold. 

I  cannot  see  how  we  as  United 
Methodists  can  really  love  our  people 
who  are  going  to  be  hurt  seriously,  some 
homes  broken,  some  lives  lost  by  this 
dangerous  drug,  and  go  soft  on  our 
condemnation  of  it.  I  think  we  need  to 
return  in  our  church  to  a  hard  stand  on 
this  issue,  not  as  an  effort  to  hurt  people 
who  make  profits  from  it,  but  out  of 
genuine  love  for  the  millions  of  people 
who  are  being  hurt  by  it. 

I  appreciate  the  fact  you  printed  Mr. 
Wethington’s  article.  I  hope  some  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  article  will  help  some  of  us 
to  see  more  clearly  the  moral 
implications  of  the  questions  it  raises. 

Paul  E.  Rundel 
Harrisonville,  Missouri 
Some  freedom s 
a  I  ways  su  rren  d  e  red 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
LeRoy  B.  Truitt  (“Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
July  30)  to  some  freedoms  he  has 
surrendered : 

As  a  tiny  infant,  your  personal  freedom 
in  your  physical  habits  caused  your 
mother  much  care  and  labor  until  you 
learned  to  restrict  your  freedom  in  the 
interest  of  cleanliness  and  health. 

As  a  child  you  enjoyed  great  freedom 
as  your  mother  put  on  your  clothes  and 
tied  your  shoes,  until  you  learned  to  do  it 
yourself  (and  you  were  proud  you  could 
doit.) 

As  a  Boy  Scout  ( if  you  were  one)  you 
stood  at  attention  and  vowed:  “Upon  my 
honor  I  will  do  my  best  ...”  and 
specified  several  habits  and  attitudes 
restricting  your  freedom  to  do  as  you 
pleased. 


As  a  ball  player  (whether  baseball  or 
football,  if  you  were  one)  you  restricted 
your  freedoms  to  the  supervision  and 
authority  of  the  umpire  or  referee. 

As  a  member  of  the  church  (if  you  are 
one)  your  vow  of  loyalty  to  the  church  is 
secondary  to  the  confession  of  your  sins 
and  the  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
your  Savior  and  Lord.  To  live,  in  daily 
living,  in  business,  and  in  pleasure,  not  to 
please  yourself,  but  to  please  Jesus,  to 
live  according  to  His  will,  is  the  most 
important  thing  in  your  life. 

W.  R.  Peterson 
^  Banning,  California 
iwod  * orders  punishment 
To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  the  article  saying  the  United 
Methodist  Church  may  join  the  coalition 
to  fight  the  use  of  capital  punishment 
(TM/UMR.  July  30.) 

I  wonder  why  the  church  opposes 
capital  punishment,  when  God  orders  it. 
Genesis  9:5-6  says.  “And  further,  for 
your  life-blood  I  will  demand 
satisfaction;  from  every  animal  I  will 
require  it,  and  from  a  man  also  will  I 
require  satisfaction  for  the  death  of  his 
fellow  man.  He  that  sheds  the  blood  of  a 
man,  for  that  man  his  blood  shall  be 
shed;  for  in  the  image  of  God  has  God 
made  man."  (The  New  English  Bible) 

Mrs.  Cherry  Seymour 
Karval,  Colorado 


rhymed  couplets  and  quatrains.  I’ve 
done  about  a  thousand  of  these.  Though  I 
wouldn’t  call  them' “poetry,”  some  have 
poetic  insights  (I  feel),  and  many  deal 
with  eternal  matters. 

But  someday  —  or  night  —  I  shall  die 
and  (I  believe)  be  resurrected  from 
death  in  God’s  good  time. 

Death  will  end  it  all.  Then  off  to 
medical  school  with  that  worn-out, 
useless,  body.  The  University  of 
Florida’s  medical  school  will  get  it  to  use 
as  anatomical  material.”  Hopefully  the 
eyes  will  be  good  enough  to  send  to  an  eye 
bank.  So  my  funeral  will  have  to  be 
conducted  without  the  body.  Just  a 
memorial  service.  But  I  want  it  held  in 
my  church,  my  pastor  in  charge,  and  I 
want  hymns  of  Christian  triumph  rather 
than  mournful  ones  to  be  sung. 

But,  most  of  all,  I  want  one  of  my 
musical  compositions  played  at  this 
memorial  service  and  just  a  few  of  my 
couplets  and  quatrains  recited  by  a 
friend. 

Is  that  asking  too  much?  Is  it  too 
egotistical  of  me?  What  would  I  know 
about  it  anyway?  I  would  not  be  there. 
Who  knows  where  I’d  be  —  the  real  “I”? 
Anyhow,  it  would  please  me  and  just 
possibly  lift  the  spirits  of  relatives  and 
friends  attending  the  memorial  service  if 
a  few  samples  of  my  creative  endeavors 
were  performed  on  this  occasion. 

I  have  cited  what  I  would  like  to  have 
done  at  my  memorial  service  as  a 
suggestion  of  what  others  might  do  to  . 
give  the  traditional  funeral  or  memorial 
service  more  meaning  and  personal 
witness  to  the  great  Creator  who  shares 
His  creativity  with  His  human  children. 

A  watercolor  or  oil  painting  to  exhibit, 
a  sculpture  to  be  placed  on  a  table 
(perhaps  with  flowers  arranged  beside 
it),  a  poem  to  be  read  by  a  friend  sho 
knows  how  to  read  poetry,  an  essay  the 
deceased  has  written,  possibly  a  sample 
page  from  a  book  he  or  she  may  have 
published  or  tried  to  get  published,  but  is 
still  in  manuscript,  a  musical 
composition  —  there  are  many  forms  of 
creative  art  —  perhaps  not  great  art,  but 
still  one’s  best  achievement  in  some 
branch  of  art.  Such  personal 
accomplishments  in  the  mortal  phase  of 
life  might  well  be  given  a  prominent 
place  in  the  funeral  or  memorial  service. 
Can  you  think  of  a  better  way  to  honor  a 
deceased  person?  Deceased,  yes,  but  : 
looking  forward  to  new  life  in  one  of  the 
many  mansions  Christ  promised  in  his 
last  talk  in  the  Upper  Room. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  tell  of 
meaningful  personal  experiences  and 
affirmations  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Cloyd,  a  pastor  of  the 
McKendree  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nashville.  Tennessee,  and  the  Rev. 
Lyndon  B.  Phifer,  a  retired  member  of 
the  Tennessee  Conference,  now  living  in 
Tallahassee.  Florida  and  attending 
Trinity  UMC  there. 
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Work  underway  on  Wesley’s  chapel 


LONDON — Work  to  restore  London's  Wesley’s  Chapel,  the 
“Mother  Church  of  Methodism.”  is  underway  and  will 
proceed  on  a  pay-as-il-goes  basis.  The  historic  church  was 
closed  in  1974  after  it  was  found  to  have  extensive  structural 
weakness.  That  year  a  $2  million  appeal  was  launched  and  so 
far  about  $600,000  has  been  raised. 

The  chapel  was  opened  in  1778  and  John  Wesley  ministered 
there  for  the  last  12  years  of  his  life.  His  association  with  the 
City  Road  neighborhood,  however,  goes  back  to  about  1737 
when  he  bought  what  was  known  as  the  "Foundery”  and  set 
up  a  free  medical  clinic  and  school.  The  chapel  was  seriously 
damaged  in  a  fire  in  1879  but  was  restored. 

Here  [photo  below]  a  guide  points  to  a  model  of  the  chapel 
and  surrounding  buildings  in  John  Wesley’s  home,  which  is 
still  open  to  the  public  and  serves  as  a  museum.  A  statue  of 
the  Methodist  founder  stands  in  a  courtyard  in  front  of  the 
chapel  while  Wesley’s  home  is  to  the  right.  Planned  buildings 
to  house  the  historical  study  center  surround  the  chapel. 

Religious  News  Service  Pholos 


While  restoration  is  proceeding,  Wesley’s  tomb  at  the  rear 
of  the  Chapel  (above  photo)  is  surrounded  by  weeds  and 
thistles  while  scaffolding  covers  the  back  of  the  building. 

It  is  hoped  that  restoration  work  will  be  completed  by  1978, 
which  will  mark  the  shrine’s  bicentennial. 


‘Singles’  issue  manifesto 

Church  asked  to  recognize  status  of  single  adult 


‘ Gay ’  rights  get  no  attention 


Youth  council  sets  new  focus 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)-Four  new 
program  emphases,  including  a  special 
focus  on  “commitment  to  the  teachings 
of  Jesus,”  were  adopted  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
(UMCYM)  here. 

Homosexual  rights,  which  figured  in 
controversies  involving  the  youth  agency 
in  the  past  two  years,  was  an  item 
notably  missing  from  its  list  of 
statements  this  time. 

Support  for  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals  and  its  liberal  positions  on 
a  variety  of  social  issues  have  made  the 
Council  a  subject  of  criticism  from 
many  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
But  “gay  rights”  got  no  mention  at  the 
agency’s  latest  meeting,  not  even  in  a 
priority  of  “liberation  of  oppressed 
persons,”  which  mentioned  a  variety  of 
groups. 

The  four  program  priorities  that  the 
Council  adopted  here  were 
“commitment  to  the  teaching  of  Jesus,” 
world  peace,  hunger  and  oppressed 
persons. 

Under  the  first  priority,  the  United 
Methodist  youth  agency  said,  “We  are 
committed  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  the 
Christ,  as  recorded  in  Scripture.  We  call 
on  all  persons,  especially  youth,  to  study 
and  examine  what  these  teachings  are.” 

The  peace  priority  includes  six  specific 
goals:  “the  development  of  a  world-wide 
attitude  of  peace,  halting  production  of 
the  B-l  bomber,  total  support  of  the 
United  Nations  and  disarmament  of  all 
nations,  the  participation  of  all  persons 
toward  development  of  a  non-military 
economy,  support  of  the  continual 
reduction  of  military  spending,  and  the 
banning  of  handguns.” 

Regarding  hunger,  the  Council  de¬ 
clared  that  “every  person  has  the  right 
to  a  nutritionally  adequate  diet,”  and 
called  on  the  denomination  to  support 
anti-hunger  efforts. 

As  members  of  oppressed  groups,  the 
youth  agency  cited  both  women  and  men, 
ethnic  minorities,  Third  World  persons, 
the  poor  and  the  aged.  It  supported 
black  African  majorities  in  their 
liberation  struggles,  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  anti-poverty  legislation, 
and  the  elimination  of  discrimination 
“which  limits  the  growth  and 
development  of  God’s  people  according 
to  their  age.” 

The  32-member  Council  allocated 
$25,000  for  funding  of  seven  projects, 
primarily  involving  community  action 
and  minority  empowerment.  Paul 


Mitchell,  17,  a  high  school  senior  from 
Fargo,  N.D.,  was  elected  chairperson 
and  Veltria  Richardson,  also  a  17-year- 
old  high  school  senior,  from  Los  Angeles, 
was  elected  vice  chairperson. 

In  December,  the  Council  will  hold  its 
last  meeting  under  its  present  structure, 


at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  Center  for 
Continuing  Education  in  Norman.  Under 
action  taken  at  this  year’s  General 
Conference  of  the  denomination,  the 
Council  will  be  replaced  next  year  by  a 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization, 
accountable  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 


4 Patriarchal  mentality ’ 
hit  by  feminist  in  Dublin 


DUBLIN  (RNS)— A  U.S.  educator  and 
feminist  told  300  women  from  six 
continents  attending  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women’s 
assembly  here  that  a  “patriarchal 
mentality”  has  hindered  the  search  for  a 
solution  to  such  world  problems  as 
hunger,  poverty  and  war. 

Dr.  Nelle  Morton,  retired  professor  of 
Christian  education  from  Drew 
Theological  School,  Madison,  N.J.. 
defined  the  patriarchal  mind-set  as  a 
condition  in  which  someone  has  to  get 
power  over  others  by  putting  them  down. 

“We  may  not  be  isloated  from  one 
another  physically  but  we  are  hooked  by 
a  patriarchal  mentality  which  prevents 
hearing  and  the  meeting  of  minds,"  she 
said. 

The  educator  asserted  that  “it  is  too 
late  for  the  rulers,  those  in  control,  to 
remedy  the  world’s  ills,  even  if  they 
wanted  to  do  so.  They  are  too  close  to  the 
causes  of  world  disorder  to  have  any  kind 
of  perspective  beyond  saving  their  own 
skins  and  inheriting  the  earth,  which 
image  the  Bible  keeps  alive  for  them.” 

Dr.  Morton,  a  Presbyterian,  told  the 
Methodist  women  from  more  than  50 
countries  that  a  new  education  venture  is 
needed  to  reverse  the  "power  over” 
model  of  “racing  to  success.”  Such  an 
effort,  she  said,  “would  claim  openly  to 
have  both  a  political  and  spiritual 
dimension.” 

Today’s  education,  according  to  Dr. 
Morton,  has  a  “hidden  political 
dimension  while  claiming  to  be  objective 
and  non-political.”  She  held  that  in  many 
countries  it  has  a  “de-spiritualizing 
effect  while  claiming  to  keep  religion 
from  indoctrinating  education." 

The  feminist  educator  assered  that  “if 
this  world,  this  earth  and  all  of  its  poeple 
are  to  be  diverted  from  global 
destructiveness,  it  is  the  exploited, 
dispossessed  and  so-called  powerless 
who  will  do  it.”  In  this  respect,  she 
declared  that  Jesus’  teaching  “was  both 
His  spiritual  and  political  vocation.” 

Traditionally,  Dr.  Morton  said,  "we 


have  been  taught  in  various  ways  that 
education  is  to  be  rewarded,  to  receive 
stars,  grades,  labels,  credentials, 
degrees  and  titles  in  such  a  way  that  the 
essential  learning  becomes  secondary. 
We  have  been  mainly  taught  that  an 
educated  person  is  guaranteed  power 
over  the  uneducated  and  can  draw  more 
money  to  enjoy  more  of  this  world’s  good 
life.” 

Specifically  addressing  the  role  of 
women  in  her  vision  of  a  new  order,  the 
educator  suggested  that  “teaching  would 
involve  public  morality  as  women  move 
more  rapidly  into  the  public  sphere.  No 
longer  can  women  be  dismissed  by  ‘you 
don’t  understand  politics.’  We  must 
make  it  our  business  to  learn,  become 
aggressive,  and  have  initiative  in  a 
public  way.” 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  FRANCISCO-The  ranks  of  single 
adults  are  swelling.  Calling  United 
Methodists  to  take  notice  is  the  purpose 
of  the  “Singles  Manifesto”  issued  here 
recently  by  a  California  -  Nevada 
Conference  task  force  (See  text  this 
page.) 

“In  the  minds  of  most  ministers  and 
church  councils,  ‘singles’  still  means 
‘young  adults  in  college  or  young 
working  people  who  haven’t  married 
yet.’  They  don’t  think  of  single  parents, 
persons  who  have  chosen  not  to  marry, 
the  widowed,  the  retired  or  the 
divorced,”  Laura  J.  Kruse  told 
TM/UMR.  Ms.  Kruse  is  the  coordinator 
of  the  task  force. 

Single  adults  now  represent  one-third 
of  the  adult  population  or  about  40  to  46 
million  persons.  While  the  percentage  of 
singles  in  any  local  church  will  vary  with 
geographic  location,  estimates  are  that 
one-third  of  the  average  local  church 
membership  is  single. 

“Single  adults  can  be  any  age,  but  our 
experience  is  that  the  majority  are 
between  30  and  55,  most  are  working  and 
more  are  women  than  men,”  Ms.  Kruse 
said.  Also,  a  high  percentage  are 
divorced.  She  said  ‘singles’  now  means 
something  quiet  different  from  young 
adult  ministry. 

The  “Singles  Manifesto”  asks  for  some 
things  from  the  church  and  also  asks 
singles  to  come  out  of  the  shadows  in  the 
church,  the  coordinator  said.  The 
information  for  the  document  develped 
out  of  the  task  force’s  two-year  goal  of 
involving  single  adults  in  the  life  of  the 
church  and  a  March,  1976,  workshop  with 
singles  sponsored  by  the  task  force. 

First,  the  manifesto  urges  that 
singleness  be  recognized  “as  a 
legitimate  life  style  and  an  acceptable 
status." 

Ms.  Kruse  said  she  felt  fortunate  to 
have  found  a  church  (Pacific  Grove 
UMC,  Pacific  Grove,  Calif.)  which 
doesn’t  make  her  feel  “oddball”  because 
she  is  single.  “I  am  accepted  as  Laura, 
and  instead  of  worrying  about  one’s 
maritial  status,  the  church  is  concerned 
about  how  each  new  person  can  find  a 
place  to  serve.” 

And,  she  noted  that  singles  can  be  a 
tremendous  resource  because  they 
frequently  have  more  time  and  more 
freedom. 

Commenting  on  the  tendency  of  the 
church  to  put  all  its  emphasis  on  youth 
and  family  ministries,  Ronald  T.  Lynch 
told  TM/UMR  “we  tend  to  forget  that  not 
all  people  fit  these  categories.”  He  is 
director  of  services  for  adult 
coordinators  on  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
staff,  Nashville. 

Consequently,  singles  feel  excluded 
when  there  are  “family”  suppers,  “fam¬ 
ily”  projects  in  mission  and  when 
“families”  are  taught  how  to  have  family 
devotions,  he  said.  Special  efforts  are 
made  to  have  the  “entire  family”  at 
worship  and  the  church  advertises  that 
“the  family  that  prays  together  stays 
together.” 

Instead  of  the  exclusive  emphasis  on 
the  traditionally  family-oriented  church, 
the  “Singles  Manifesto”  asks  for  an 
awareness  that  the  church  is  itself  a 
family  and  single  persons  need  to  feel 
and  be  part  of  that  struggle  for  unity. 


Religious  dramas  prod  youth 
campers  to  look  at  their  faith 
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By  Clyde  Chesnutt 
Associate  Editor 

WEBSTER,  Ind.— What  are  we  going 
to  do  with  all  these  rotting  fish? 

Believe  it  or  not,  that’s  the  message 
heard  by  almost  3,500  youth  this 
summer.  It  is  the  title  of  a  drama  about 
the  miracle  story  of  Jesus  feeding  the 
multitude.  And  it  is  part  of  an  unusual 
camping  program  here  at  Epworth 
Forest  that  has  grown  steadily  each  year 
for  the  North  Indiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

A  religious  drama  is  staged  each 
evening  of  the  week  during  the  five 
district  youth  camps.  The  play  focuses 
on  on  the  theme  for  each  day.  Then  the 
campers  follow  up  through  rap  sessions, 
discussions  and  prayer  groups. 

“This  concept  really  has  the  young 
people  turned  on,”  the  Rev.  Dick 
Chrispell  of  Naperville  and  a  member  of 
the  planning  task  force  told  TM/UMR. 
“The  dramas  are  not  simply 
entertainment:  they  are  challenging.  On 
nights  we  open  to  the  public  we  have 
standing  room  only  crowds.  People  drive 
from  75  miles  away.” 

The  key  person  in  the  drama 
enterprise  is  Dr.  Alfred  Edyvean, 
professor  of  communication  for  the  last 
26  years  at  Christian  Theological 
Seminary.  Indianapolis.  Dr.  Edvvean 
has  helped  develop  the  use  of  drama  at 
the  United  Methodist  encampment  for 
the  past  nine  years. 

“We  are  working  now  on  a  three-year 
curriculum."  he  said.  “The  first  year 
emphasized  the  New  Testament,  the 
second  vocation  and  this  year 
communication.  A  planning  task  force 
from  the  conference  meets  six  or  seven 
times  a  year  to  plan,  resource  and 
evaluate  the  effort.” 

This  year’s  theme  is  “Now  Go  Tell 
Everyone”  with  the  opening  drama  on 
the  idea  of  what  do  we  tell?  (“  getting  our 
heads  together  about  what  God  has 
done"),  he  said.  Tuesday’s  drama 
focuses  on  how  do  we  tell?  Wednesday  it 
is  why  do  we  tell?  Then,  who  do  we  tell? 
And  the  final  night,  where  do  we  tell? 

Three  of  the  plays  for  this  summer.  Dr, 
Edyvean  said,  include  a  cutting  from 


Paddy  Chayefsky’s  “Gideon,”  Edgar 
Lee  Master’s  “Spoon  River  Anthology” 
and  R.  W.  Ward’s  “The  Builders,”  a  play 
about  St.  Peter  and  St.  Francis. 

“The  actors  and  actresses  come  from 
seminary,  college  and  high  school.  The 
students  give  six  weeks  to  the  program, 
one  week  in  orientation  and  rehearsal 
and  five  weeks  performing,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Edyvean’s  credentials  are 
impressive.  He  has  developed  drama  at 
the  seminary  into  a  sort  of  community 
theater  in  Indianapolis  with  a  number  of 
presentations  each  year  and  upwards  of 
a  $100,00  annual  budget. 

Asked  how  he  got  started  in  drama.  Dr 
Edyvean  replied.  “I  studied  at  Garrett 
Theological  School  and  Northwestern 
University  under  Fred  Eastman  and 
Harold  Ehrensberger,  who  provided  me 
with  the  impetus  for  presenting  drama  in 
the  light  of  the  Christian  view  of  life.” 

The  North  Indiana  Conference  seems 
to  be  sold  on  the  approach  to  youth 
camping.  “Our  attendance  must  be  up 
about  25  percent,”  Mr.  Chrispell  said. 
“And  we  are  excited.  I  think  this 
approach  with  religious  drama  makes 
our  camping  program  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  country.” 


Mr.  Lynch  said  the  “sensitizing” 
begun  in  the  manifesto  needs  more 
attention  at  all  levels  of  the  church.  He 
suggested  a  beginning  step  for  local 
churches  could  be  be  accomplished  by 
some  name  changing.  For  example,  an 
event  intended  for  all  could  be  called  a 
“church  fellowship  night”  instead  of 
“family  night.” 

“Singles  don’t  necessarily  want  to  be 
singled  out,”  Mr.  Lynch  said.  Many  of 
their  concerns  are  the  concerns  and 
questions  of  all  adults:  worship, 
loneliness,  belonging,  growth  as  a 
person,  growth  in  faith,  finding  direction 
for  life. 

“I  don’t  like  to  group  people  and  I  don’t 
want  all  my  friends  to  be  singles,” 
summed  up  the  Rev.  Dick  Schaefer, 
sponsor  for  a  young  singles  class  at 
Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  Texas.  With  a  class  membership 
of  over  one  thousand,  the  class  also  has 
extensive  social,  small  group  and  retreat 
activities. 

Mr.  Schaefer  said  one  of  the  real 
dangers  for  “singles”  groups  is  that 
members  come  to  depend  on  the  group 
and  each  other  too  much  without 
interacting  with  other  church  members. 
This  “over  self-preoccupation,”  he  be¬ 
lieves,  is  a  tendency  of  singles  which 
can  be  countered  by  continual  insistence 
on  the  group’s  purpose  which  is  to  learn 
to  love  self,  others  and  God.  “Our 


business  is  not  to  be  a  therapy  session  or 
psychology  class,  but  to  understand  the 
nature  of  reality  and  faith  claims  ” 

At  the  same  time  all  agree  there  is  a 
place  for  small  interest  groups  glared  to 
helping  persons  work  through  specific 
problems  with  others  who  are  “in  the 
same  boat,"  i.e.,  divorced,  widowed, 
single  parents. 

Ms.  Kruse  said  that  what  “singles” 
don’t  want  is  a  mushrooming  of  ’‘singles 
groups”  which  have  little  purpose  other 
than  pairing  people  off  and  trying  to  get 
them  married. 

The  “Manifesto”  particularly  asks  the 
church  to  be  aware  “of  -bultural 
stereotypes  which  tend  to  (assume 
marriage  as  the  only  acceptable  life 
style.” 

The  church’s  preoccupation  with  the 
family  makes  it  doubly  difficult' for  the 
divorced.  A  divorced  woman,  who 
preferred  to  remain  anonymous,  told 
TM/UMR  “the  church  always  wants 
somebody  to  be  guilty  in  divorce  ”  She 
said  she  doesn’t  talk  about  hen-divorce 
because  she  hears  church  people  express 
the  opinion  that  divorced  persons  are 
incapable  and  unworthy  of  doing- church 
work. 

The  “Manifesto”  calls  for  “a  theology 
which  deals  with  divorce  as  a  fact  and 
recognizes  divorced  persons  as 
acceptable  persons  who  need  love  and 
support.” 


Text:  Singles  Manifesto 

Singles  call  upon  the  church  to  be  aware  of  the  many  single  persons  who  are  in 

the  church  and  community,  together  with  the  varieties  of  singleness  (jiever 

married,  divorced,  widowed)  .  .  and: 

( 1 )  TO  recognize  singleness  as  a  legitimate  life  style  and  an  acceptable  status. 

(2)  TO  affirm  persons  who  are  single  through  choice  or  circumstance  by 
structuring  church  activities  and  programs  to  be  inclusive  ratherf  than 
exclusive  ( not  family  or  age-oriented  only). 

(3)  TO  develop  within  the  life  of  the  church  support  structures  uniquely 
designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  single  persons  and/or  one-parent  families 

(4)  TO  be  aware  that  single  persons  need  to  FEEL  and  BE  a  part  of  the  whole 
church’s  struggle  to  become  a  family. 

(5)  TO  be  aware  that  single  persons  are  ready  to  share  their  gifts  and  talents  as 
a  part  of  the  total  ministry  of  the  church. 

(6)  TO  recognize  the  injustice  and  inequities  that  single  persons  experience  in 
economic,  social,  political  areas  of  life  and  become  involved  as  an  agent  of 
change. 

( EX :  Taxes,  credit,  leisure  activities,  and  societal  attitudes,  i 

(7)  TO  develop  a  theology  which  deals  with  divorce  as  a  fact  of  life  and 
recognize  divorced  persons  and  one-parent  families  resulting  from  divorce 
as  acceptable  persons  who  need  love  and  support. 

(8)  TO  become  aware  of  cultural  stereotypes  which  tend  to  assume  marriage  as  i 
the  only  acceptable  life  style. 

(EX:  “When  are  you  going  to  settle  down?”  “It’s  too  bad  a  nice  person  like 
you  isn’t  married.”  “Too  bad  about  your  divorce:  what  did  he/she  do?” 
“Aren’t  you  two  getting  married  yet?"  “Come  to  the  potluck;  we’ll  find 
someone  to  sit  with  you.” 

Single  Adult  Task  Force.  P.O.  Box46t,  San  Francisco.  Calif.  94101 


Hook  review 


Single  status  approved 


”It’s  O.K.  to  be  Single,  a  guidebook  for 
singles  and  the  church, “  edited  by  Gary 
R.  Collins.  Word  Books.  1976,  165  pp. 
paperback,  $3.95 

By  LOIS  OLSEN 

For  those  of  us  who  are  single,  this 
book  is  a  welcome  commentary  on  our 
status.  It  is  o.k.  to  be  single  and  we  need 
not  feel  guilty  about  it.  Whether  we  are 
single  by  choice  or  for  some  other 
reason,  such  as  death  of  a  spouse  or  by 
divorce,  the  various  authors  affirm  the 
fact  that  single  people  need  not  be 
maladjusted,  be  ashamed  nor  be  objects 
of  pity.  Nor  is  singleness  merely  a 
prelude  to  marriage;  it  can  be  defended 
as  a  satisfactory  and  a  satisfying  state  in 
life. 

Eleven  authors  deal  with  varied  states 
of  singleness  such  as  the  single  woman, 
the  single  parent,  the  divorced  per¬ 
son,  widows  and  college  students.  Al¬ 
though  the  single  male  is  mentioned, 
not  much  attention  is  given  to  him  in  the 
book  perhaps  because  there  are  fewer 
single  men  in  the  church  or  because  they 
are  not  as  active  in  the  church.  However, 
this  is  not  true  in  my  local  church.  I 
suspect  that  the  single  male  may  not  be 
as  conspicuous  and  might  have  deserved 
a  chapter. 

Reasons  for  singleness  are  discussed 
including  the  death  of  a  spouse, 
separation  and  divorce  as  well  as  the 
choices  singles  make  in  not  marrying. 
Using  Christ  and  Paul  as  examples, 
some  Christians  choose  to  remain  single 
in  order  to  devote  their  energies  to 
Christian  witness.  Among  modern 
examples  cited  are  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 
and  Ida  Scudder.  While  celibacy  has  not 
been  a  demand  for  Protestant  Christians, 
it  still  may  present  an  opportunity  for  a 
form  of  witness  for  both  men  and  women. 

Singles  face  some  of  the  common 
problems  of  life,  such  as  money 
management  and  career  choices.  But 


Movie  features  4 something  big ’ 


EVANSTON.  ILL.  [UMC]  —  Miss 
Queenie  Jenkins  may  have  only  a  bit  part 
in  the  new  movie  released  this  summer 
by  the  church,  but  she  is  one  of  the  most 
beloved  persons  in  the  church  of  Johns 
Island,  S.  C.  An  octogenarian,  she  walks 
to  church  each  Sunday ;  in  the  winter,  she 
must  leave  home  before  sunrise  in  order 
to  be  on  time.  And  Miss  Jenkins  puts 
some  20  to  30  percent  of  her  income  as  a 
fieldworker  into  the  offering  plate. 

Entitled  "A  Part  of  Something  Big," 
the  30-minute  film  shows  how  United 
Methodist  churches  work  in  their  own 
communities  and  also  around  the  world 
as  they  give  to  World  Service  [the 
church’s  basic  program  and  benevo¬ 
lence  fund]  and  annual  conference 
benevolences. 


/ 
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some  of  their  problems  are  distinctive, 
such  as  managing  their  independence., 
developing  close  but  not  sexual 
relationships  with  others,  and  finding  a 
place  within  a  group  either  of  singles  or 
of  family  relationships.  Several  authors 
stress  the  need  for  developing  a  tew-  close 
friendships  that  are  mutually  supportive 
The  book  discusses  at  length  the 
relation  of  the  church  to  the  single 
person.  First,  what  is  the  ministering 
role  of  the  church?  The  church  stfiould  be 
the  group  that  offers  support,  expresses 
sympathy,  offers  a  listening  ear, 
provides  fellowship  and  gives  spiritual 
counsel.  The  church  can  be  the  scene  of 
social  contacts  but  is  also  the  source  of 
spiritual  succor  and  should  •  support 
spiritual  growth  and  development.  Bible 
study  and  prayer  groups  offer  help  in 
finding  answers  to  personal  and  spiritual 
problems.  Not  only  the  pastor,  but 
church  members,  including  other  single 
persons  can  create  an  atmosphere  where 
the  single  person  can  resolve  difficulties 
and  can  grow  in  the  many  aspect^  of  life. 

Secondly,  what  is  the  role  of  tBe  single 
person,  especially  the  single  wbman  in 
the  church?  In  some  churches,  Jthere  is 
still  a  prohibition  against  i  women 
engaging  in  leadership  j  roles, 
particularly  the  ordained  ministry.  This 
view  is  neither  condemned  nor 
promoted,  recognizing  that  thf  single 
woman  must  come  to  grips  with  the 
particular  view  of  the  church  wijh  which 
she  is  involved.  Bible  justification  for 
both  views  is  quoted.  If  the  single  woman 
finds  that  she  wishes  to  stay  wlhin  the 
group,  she  can  and  should  ind  the 
avenues  of  service  within  that 
framework  and  should  be  able  to 
participate  and  offer  leadership  within 
the  confines  of  that  church’s  discipline 
One  of  the  conclusions  drawn  is  that 
once  the  decision  has  been  iSiade  to 
remain  single  or  circumstance  has 
produced  the  single  state,  the  dhrsitian 
need  not  be  made  to  feel  that  it  is  a 
second  class  status  but  rather  that 
he/she  should  find  fulness  and 
satisfaction  in  that  state 
With  22.5  million  people  over-$0  in  the 
United  States  being  single,  \|e  have 
much  to  contribute  and  much  [to  gain 
within  the  body  of  Christ 
Mrs.  Olsen  spent  12  years  uider  the 
former  EUB  Board  of  Missionsjserving 
in  Sierra  Leone.  West  Africa f  She  is 
currently  employed  on  the  faculi y  of  the 
School  of  Nursing  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-Mifwaukee.  She  is  a  Jncmber 
of  the  Galena  Street  United  l^ethodist 
Church  in  Milwaukee  where  *  she  is 
chairperson  of  the  Administrative 
Board.  She  is  also  vice-chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  *  of  the 
Wisconsin  Conference  and  »w as  a 
delegate  to  the  General  Conference  in 
Portland.  a 
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New  head  of  social  concerns  board 


Exec:  controversy  means  ‘debate’ 


EDITOR’S  NOTE: 
Dr.  George  Outen 
took  over  July  1  as 
the  top  staff  execu¬ 
tive  for  United 
Methodism's  Board 
of  Church  and 
Society.  Through 
the  years  the 
Washington,  D.  C.- 
based  board  has 
been  a  center 


cs 
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George  Outen 


‘Firm  gri/>'  <tn  the  FOP 

KANSAS  CITY.  Mo.— President  Gerald  Ford,  who  was  nominated  to  head  the 
Republican  Party  ticket  for  President  here  August  19,  shakes  hands  with  supporters 
while  ftfs  son.  Jack,  holds  onto  his  coat  tail  to  keep  him  from  falling  into  the  crowd. 
The  GOP  convention  had  “behind  the  scenes”  United  Methodist  involvement 
through  a  denominationally-funded  corps  of  “neutral”  observers,  on  hand  to  lend 
assistance  should  any  "hot  spots”  erupt  similar  to  those  at  the  1968  Democratic 
Convention  in  Chicago. 

The  corps,  supported  by  $2,000  grant  from  the  Police  Community  Relations  Fund 
of  the  church-wide  Human  Relations  Fund,  kept  eyes  on  potential  demonstrators, 
the  police  and  news  reporters,  and  issued  “neutral”  accounts  of  happenings.  The 
corps  also  worked  at  both  party  conventions  in  1972.  but  did  not  attend  the 
Democratic  Convention  this  year  because  “inquiries  before  the  convention  showed 
no  necessity  to  do  so.  religious  news  service  photo 

Educators  face  crisis 
in  UMC  church  school 


ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  (UMC)  — 
Sobered  by  the  devastation  in  nearby  Big 
Thompsdp  Canyon  and  cut  off  for  a  time 
from  communications  with  the  outside 
world,  .United  Methodist  educators 
meeting  here  Aug.  1-5  faced  up  to  the 
crisis  iji  Christian  education  in  the 
denomination. 

Sponsored  by  the  division  of  education 
of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Discipleship.  the  consultation  was  the 
second  time  in  recent  years  that  general 
board  staff  met  with  professors  of 
Christian  Education  from  United 
Methodist  seminaries  and  colleges. 
Approximately  53  persons,  including  35 
seminary  and  college  professors, 
attended, the  convocation. 

Dliscus^ion  began  with  a  new  statement 
on  jihe  philosophy  and  theory  of  Christian 
education  being  written  by  the  board  for 
gelneral  church  use.  Sharp  differences 
jocicurred.  over  whether  the  document 
shjould  be  “descriptive”  or  “normative; 
onVthe  definition  of  Christian  education 
contained  in  the  paper;  over  the 
\  interpretation  of  the  denomination’s 
doctrinal  statements;  and  over  whether 
jit  should  be  directed  primarily  to  a  lay  or 
1  professional  audience.  However,  a  spirit 
of(  mutual  concern  and  cooperation 
raipidly  developed,  and  the  week  ended 
with  plans  for  a  continuing  task  force  to 
wprk  with  the  board  in  shaping  the 
statement. 

In  a  keynote  address.  Dr.  Melvin  G. 
Talbert,  the  board’s  top  executive, 
challenged  United  Methodist  educators 
to  focus  their  energies  primarily  on  the 
church  school.  “I  believe  the  church 
school  is  so  essential  to  the  future  of  the 
church  .that  if  something  isn’t  done  to 
strengthen  it  the  church  will  wither  and 
die,"  Dr;  .  Talbert  said.  “The  need  for 
strengthening  the  church  school  is  so 
great,  that  I’m  afraid  if  we  fail  to 
concentrate  our  energies,  resources,  and 
knowledge  on  its  growth  and 
development,  we  will  have  closed  the 
doors  of  opportunity  to  future 
generations  and  most  certainly  will  bring 
about  further  weakening  of  the  church’s 
influence  on  the  morals  and  values  of 
society. ’V. 

During <a  panel  discussion  early  in  the 
meeting.  Dr.  Joyce  Bailey  of  Drew 
University  called  attention  to  the 
“Fourth!  World."  “These  are  the  poor, 
the  ill,  'the  old,  the  minority  group 
member',  the  handicapped,  the  prisoner, 
and  the  victims  of  oppression  —  who 
comprise  One-fourth  of  the  population  of 
the  U.S.”  Galling  them  our  “clients,”  Dr. 
Bailey  asked:  “Do  we  have  a  curriculum 
that  has  the  power  to  influence  all  of 


these  people  in  values  in  terms  of  a 
society  we  want  to  see?”  She  urged  the 
church  to  take  an  interest  in  public 
education  and  to  assume  a  public 
responsibility  for  the  life  of  the  commun¬ 
ity  in  which  they  live. 

Another  panelist,  Dr.  Charles  R. 
Foster,  Methodist  School  of  Theology  in 
Ohio,  suggested  the  need  to  be  more 
clear  as  to  what  is  meant  by  “teaching.” 
“We’re  fascinated  by  ‘learning,’”  he 
said,  because  it  is  “fun”  and  there  is  a 
great  body  of  research  data  coming  from 
the  public  schools.  But  United  Methodists 
need  to  be  more  explicit  about  what  we 
mean  by  “Christian  teaching.” 

Stirring  up  the  consultation  was  Dr. 
Wayne  R.  Rood  of  Pacific  School  of 
Religion  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  who  said  the 
“schools  of  the  church  .  .  .  look  too  much 
like  the  schools  of  society.” 

Major  actions  taken  by  the 
consultation  included:  emphasis  on  the 
role  of  the  pastor  as  educator, 
designation  of  four  faculty  persons  as 
"specialists”  who  will  work  with  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  in  the 
planning  of  curriculum  materials, 
formation  of  a  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Professors  of  Christian 
Education,  continuation  of  work  on  the 
definition  of  Christian  education  and 
strengthening  the  discipline,  compilation 
of  a  listing  of  competencies  required  for 
educational  ministry,  and  initiation  of  a 
newsletter  for  continued  sharing  of 
information  and  ideas. 


of  controversy  as  it  has  dealt  with  social 
concerns  facing  our  church  and  our 
society.  In  the  following  interview, 
TM/UMR  questions  Dr.  Outen  about  how 
he  perceives  his  new  position  and  what  he 
sees  for  the  future.  Formerly  an 
associate  general  secretary  in  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Dr.  Outen  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference. 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Q.  To  many  persons  in  the  church  you 
are  an  unknown  quantity.  I  have  heard 
you  described  in  recent  months  as  an 
evangelical,  a  social  activist,  a  liberal 
and  a  conservative.  How  do  you  label 
yourself? 

A.  I  think  I’m  all  those  things  and 
more.  It  is  not  surprising  that  I  am 
difficult  to  label.  Jesus  was  a  liberal  —  as 
well  as  a  conservative.  John  Wesley  was 
both  a  pietist  and  an  activist.  Scripture, 
experience,  reason  and  tradition  often 
make  for  an  interesting  and  combustible 
compound. 

I  am  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  a  born-again 
Christian  who  seeks  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  not  only  in  the  life  to 
come,  but  in  the  “now.”  After  all, 
Christianity  is  not  Christianity  until  and 
unless  it  is  applied  to  life.  And  that’s 
what  I’m  seeking  to  do. 

Q.  Why  did  you  seek  the  office  of 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society? 

A.  The  initial  contacts  concerning  the 
position  came  from  others  who  were 
interested  in  my  being  considered.  My 
seeking  was  in  response  to  their 
promptings.  To  head  the  staff  of  the 
board  is  both  an  honor  and  an  awesome 
responsibility,  and  although  I  did  not 
originally  seek  the  office,  I  welcome  the 
opportunity. 

Q.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  your 
greatest  challenge  in  your  new  post? 

A.  Proper  allocation  of  my  time  and 
energies.  I  shall  need  to  be  supportive  of 
my  staff  in  their  endeavors,  while  still 
finding  time  for  personal  growth  and 
meaningful  family  relationships.  While 
helping  to  administer  the  board’s  work 
from  my  office,  I  hope  not  to  neglect 
opportunities  to  speak  and  work  in  the 
field  —  out  where  the  people  are.  I 
suppose  any  executive  must  be  a 
disciple,  a  spouse,  a  parent,  a  pastor,  a 
counselor,  an  administrator,  a  dreamer, 
and  a  public  relations  person  all  at  the 
same  time.  A  delicate  balance  must  be 
maintained  among  these  roles.  That’s  a 
great  challenge  for  any  executive. 

Q.  What  strengths  do  you  feel  you  bring 
to  your  new  position? 

A.  I  have  found  that  strengths  and 
weaknesses  usually  flow  from  the  same 
reservoir.  I  have  not  been  primarily 
engaged  vocationally  in  the  past  in  the 


El  Paso  workcamp  more 
than  usual  fix-up  routine 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Wirter 

EL  PASO,  Tex.  —  United  Methodist 
Youth  workcampers  who  come  here 
during  the  summer  get  more  than  the 
usual  paint-up,  fix-up  routine.  They  get 
the  “El  Paso  Experience.” 

Ignacio  Acosta,  director  of  the  church- 
related  experience,  told  TM/UMR  “the 
idea  is  to  enhance  the  five-day  stay  for 
junior  and  senior  high  school  youth  from 
churches  in  Kansas,  Texas  and 
Oklahoma  by  immersing  them  in  the 
Mexican-American  culture.” 

The  three-pronged  program  of  work, 
recreation  and  training  is  geared  toward 
“consciousness  raising”  and  attacking 
racism. 

For  example,  work  projects  are 


Tv/t-’  .  Fifty  listed  who  win 

Winners!  . 

TM/UMR  s  recent  puzzle 


More  tfian  2,100  responses  to  the  Aug.  6 
"Bonus  puzzle”  swamped  the  TM/UMR 
office.  Mbst  entries  correctly  identified 
the  39  books  in  the  Old  Testament,  but 
only  50  could  be  counted  as  winners  of  the 
bail-point  pen  offered. 

The  winners  were  among  those  who 
promptly,  worked  the  puzzle  and  mailed 
it  back  titf?  same  day  they  received  their 
edition  pf/TM/UMR.  Many  wrote  to  say 
they  enjoyed  working  the  puzzle  and 
hoped  w^would  print  others.  We  will. 

The  wajners  are: 

Margaret  J.  Ardron,  Montebello, 
Calif.:  £den  L.  Armstrong,  Lancaster, 
Tex.;  Thomas  Bissett,  Austin,  Tex.; 
Alice  Bqiofi.  Wheaton,  III.;  W.  R.  Brant, 
San  Ant&jiio,  Tex.;  Sarah  Bybee,  Cross 
Timber^;;  Mo.;  Glenn  P.  Catley, 
Dagsboro^  Del  ;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Chesser, 
Merritt 'island,  Fla.;  Malinda  Chomas, 
Elizabeth,  Penn.:  Mrs.  H.  W.  Collins, 
Vivian,  La. 

Mrs.  Jimmie  H.  Cone.  Jacksonville. 
Tex.:  Janice  Culpepper.  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.;  Fred  Egger.  Overton.  Tex.:  Mrs. 
Frederick  Esgar  Wiley  Col.;  Ruby  C. 
Felton.  Tampa.  Fla.:  Elizabeth  E. 
Fletcher,- Upton.  Wy.:  Mrs.  R.  S.  Flood. 
Ore..  Ill.:  Mrs.  Robert  Ford.  Lake 
Charles.  La..  Martha  Greenup.  Bowling 


Green,  Ky.;  Marjorie  Hardy.  McAdoo, 
Tex.;  Ed  Hare,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Nancy 
Harrison,  Marlin,  Tex.;  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Henry,  Osseo,  Minn. 

H.  Paul  Hite,  Jefferson  City,  Tenn.; 
Calvin  Houston,  Topeka,  Ka.;  Dona 
Johnson,  Oakland.  Calif.;  Mrs.  Hubert 
Kooman,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  ;  Mrs.  Cletus 
Labar,  Bangor,  Penn. ;  M.  Alvin  Latham, 
Murrieta,  Calif.;  Mrs.  Rhonda  Minor, 
Lee’s  Summit,  Mo.;  Mrs.  H.  D.  Morgan, 
Gonzales.  Tex.;  Mrs.  John  Nagle, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Terry  Nelson, 
Richardson,  Tex.;  Mary  L.  Nourse, 
Tallahassee,  Fla.;  H.  W.  Parker, 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.;  Aubrey  Perry, 
Brenham,  Tex.;  Valerie  Pinkerton. 
Prescott,  Ariz.;  Mrs.  Marquis  Redmond, 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla.;  Mrs.  C.  G.  Russell, 
Berkeley  Springs,  W.  Va.;  Audelia 
Sanchez,  Albuquerque,  N.  M.;  Mrs. 
Floyd  Scull,  Martindale,  Tex.;  Mrs. 
Margaret  Seefeld,  Houston,  Tex.; 
Richard  L.  Sloan,  Lafayette,  La. 

Jeffie  Lee  Stegner,  Tye,  Tex.;  Mrs. 
Terry  Sweatt,  Dunlop,  Tenn.;  Dan 
Waters,  Little  River,  Kan.;  Gloria 
Wehde,  Lubbock.  Tex. ;  Mrs.  Floyd  West, 
Paint  Lick,  Ky.;  Arlene  M.  Williams. 
Alhambra.  Calif.:  Oleta  M.  Wise,  Gause. 
Tex. 


planned  for  agencies  in  the  area  that  deal 
with  the  Mexican-American  population, 
most  of  whom  are  very  poor.  A  second 
criteria  is  that  the  youth  make  an  impact 
by  doing  jobs  church  and  government 
institutions  cannot  afford  because  of 
limited  funds. 

Mr.  Acosta  said  sometimes  the  kids 
complain  about  doing  menial  jobs  like 
distributing  nutrition  program  leaflets  or 
cleaning  up  at  Lydia  Patterson  Institute, 
a  United  Methodist  supported  secondary 
school  located  in  the  heart  of  El  Paso’s 
poorest  section.  When  the  kids  complain, 
he  said,  “we  stop  to  ask  them  whose 
glory  they  are  doing  it  for.  Even  the 
menial  and  humble  jobs  are  terribly 
important  in  mission.” 

Recreation  in  the  Mexican-American 
community  is  easy  to  arrange  because 
the  youth  workcampers  live  at  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute,  just  two  blocks  from 
the  border  of  Mexico.  The  week  normally 
includes  a  trip  to  Juarez,  Mexico,  a  sister 
city  just  across  the  border. 

The  training  aspect  of  the  “El  Paso 
Experience”  includes  lectures  by  the 
staff  of  the  United  Methodist  Metro 
Ministry  (which  plans  for  six  to  eight 
groups  each  summer),  films  on  Mexican- 
Americans  and  problems  in  the 
Southwest,  recordings,  etc. 

Making  a  videotape  which  points  to 
similar  problems  the  youth  have  in  their 
own  communities  is  a  “take  back  home” 
feature  of  the  week.  “The  videotape 
program  helps  youth  realize  that 
problems  like  racial  conflict  and  the 
generation  gap  are  problems 
everywhere,”  Mr.  Acosta  said.  “The 
videotape  often  makes  a  strong  impact 
on  parents  and  local  churches  back 
home.” 

How  did  this  workcamp  program  take 
on  these  added  dimensions 

Mr.  Acosta  said  “the  program  takes  a 
lot  of  our  time,  but  since  the  kids  were 
asking  questions  anyway,  we  felt  the 
need  to  address  the  problem  of  racism 
through  the  workcamps.  The  impact  on 
the  youth  may  be  small,  but  we  think 
they  will  remember  their  El  Paso 
experience.  And,  perhaps,  it  will  influ¬ 
ence  their  thinking  in  the  future.” 


tasks  assigned  to  Church  and  Society.  I 
feel,  therefore,  an  acute  need  to  retool 
and  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
structures  and  systems  at  the  national 
level  that  affect  the  lives  of  our  people 
who  live  even  in  the  most  remote  parts  of 
our  nation  and  our  world.  For  example,  I 
want  to  understand  more  clearly  the 
design  of  a  just  world  socio-economic 
order. 

On  the  other  hand,  my  involvement 
(through  work  with  the  Board  of 
Discipleship)  with  the  local  church  and 
issues  there  should  mean  that  I  bring  a 
different  perspective  to  ongoing 
discussions  of  issues  faced  by  this  board. 
Whatever  strength  I  possess  is  located 
somewhere  in  the  area  of  this  sensitivity 
to  the  local  scene  and  my  willingness  to 
explore  the  entire  spectrum  of  concerns 
surrounding  issues.  There  can  be  no 
greater  strength  than  a  love  of  God  and 
the  people  and  world  he  has  created. 

Q.  How  does  this  affect  your  view  of 
the  role  of  the  board  in  the  church? 

A.  The  role  of  the  board  is  to  become 
aware  of,  to  analyze,  and  to  act  upon  all 
matters  that  relate  to  personal,  social 
and  civic  righteousness  and  justice  at  the 
national  and  international  levels.  It  also 
is  to  facilitate  the  same  process  at  the 
local  level  —  to  assist  annual  conferences 
and  local  congregations  to  respond  to  the 
things  that  concern  and  dehumanize 
their  people. 

The  church  has  not  created  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  to  be  the 
conscience  of  the  church,  but  to  insure 
the  fact  that  the  institutional  church  has 
a  conscience.  Hence,  the  board  should  be 
seen  as  speaking  to  the  church  rather 
than  for  the  church. 

Q.  In  the  past,  many  things  the  board 
has  said  to  the  church  have  placed  the 
board  and  its  staff  in  the  center  of 
controversy.  Do  you  think  this  will 
continue  to  be  true? 

A.  Certainly.  Church  and  Society 
should  always  be  a  focal  point  of 
controversy.  Controversy  means 
“debate”  —  for  and  against  —  and  all 
Christians  rarely  agree  on  anything. 
Thus  as  we  seek  to  implement  the  actions 
of  our  General  Conference  —  not  to 
mention  the  mandates  of  the  Gospel  of 
our  Lord,  which  are  far  more  difficult, 
challenging,  and  controversial  than 
anything  General  Conference  attempts 
—  we  shall  be  both  praised  and  damned. 
But  the  church  must  never  be  hesitant  or 
timid  about  taking  stands  for  and  against 
ideas,  program  proposals,  or 
governmental  and  social  actions. 

We  pledge  our  allegiance  to  a 
controversial  God,  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ  —  who  takes  sides  in  the  struggles 
of  life.  Such  a  God  cannot  use  a  timid 
church  and  he  will  abandon  us  if  we  are 
afraid  to  stand  up  and  speak  out  on 
behalf  of  truth  and  justice. 


Q.  Can  the  board  be  controversial  in 
the  way  you  describe  without  alienating 
itself  from  the  grassroots  membership? 

A.  Well,  there’s  always  a  strong 
irritant  present  in  any  social  witness  that 
calls  for  change.  No  one  likes  to  change. 
If  we  responded  only  to  the  grassroots, 
we  would  probably  not  be  responding  to 
the  Gospel.  When  the  church  has  really 
responded  to  the  hurts  and  needs  of 
people  it  has  been  responding  to  the  call 
of  God  and  not  just  to  the  cautions  and 
urgings  of  its  people. 

Some  persons  question  whether  the 
church  should  become  “imbroiled”  in 
political  matters.  But,  of  course,  we  all 
are  already  “imbroiled”  in  politics.  To 
remain  silent  is  to  encourage  whatever  is 
currently  in  vogue.  Because  we  live  in 
this  political  world  —  as  did  the  prophets 
of  old  —  we  must  inject  the  affairs  of  God 
into  the  affairs  of  men  and  women. 

Unless  the  “grassroots”  understand 
this,  there  will  be  a  feeling  of  alienation. 
Fifty-one  per  cent  of  the  people  can  be 
right  or  wrong.  And  even  if  we  advocate 
the  views  of  51  percent,  49  percent  may 
be  offended. 


Q.  Are  you  saying  there  is  no  way  to 
minimize  alienation? 

A.  Not  at  all.  I  would  hope  that  the 
board  would  use  every  means  available 
to  offer  its  analysis,  findings  and 
positions  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  people.  We 
should  be  able  to  indicate  at  all  times  just 
how  our  position  responds  to  the 
promptings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the 
foundations  of  our  faith. 

We  will  seek  to  improve  our 
communications  with  local  church 
persons,  but  this  doesn’t  mean  we  won’t 
still  differ  in  our  conclusions  from  time  to 
time.  We  hope  to  show  that  while  our 
conclusions  may  sometimes  be  different, 
our  Christian  aims  are  the  same. 

Q.  How  would  you  describe  your 
“style”  of  leadership? 

A.  I  like  to  think  of  myself  as  a 
pastor/director:  a  pastor  to  the  staff  and 
their  spiritual  needs  and  a  director  in  my 
role  as  administrator  with  board 
members  as  they  seek  to  fulfill  their 
mission.  I  want  to  be  an  enabler  and  a 
behind  the  scenes  support  person  for  both 
staff  and  board  members. 


Workshop  shows  church 
use  of  Scout  program 


CIMARRON,  N.M.  —  The  largest 
church  organization  using  the  Boy  Scout 
program  —  the  United  Methodist  Church 
—  held  its  first  national 
conference/workshop  here  at  the 
Philmont  Training  Center  this  summer. 

“The  purpose  of  the  workshop  was  to 
bring  together  some  United  Methodists 
to  show  them  how  the  church  can  use  the 
Scout  program,”  said  William  Pearce, 
director  of  parent  and  family  education 
for  the  church’s  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

“We’ve  been  chartered  with  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  since  1910,”  he  said, 
“but  there  has  never  been  an  official 
statement  endorsing  the  program.  We 
want  to  help  the  churches  recognize  that 
Scouting  can  be  used  as  an  effective 
ministry  to  its  youth  and  family.” 

Mr.  Pearce  said  they  worked  on  a 
training  model  for  use  in  annual 
conferences  and  districts  which  will 
interpret  and  support  the  ministry  of 
Scouting  in  local  churches,  encourage 
the  establishment  of  new  units  and  the 
reestablishment  of  disbanded  units. 

“We  also  want  to  help  pastors  and 
others  use  the  new  ‘God  and  Country’ 
series,"  he  continued. 

This  series,  broken  down  into  three  age 
groups,  concentrates  on  how  the 
individuals  can  relate  to  their  church, 
their  family,  their  community,  their 


country  and  their  faith.  This  program  is 
designed  to  reach  Cub  Scouts,  Boy 
Scouts,  Explorer  Scouts,  and  also 
Campfire  girls  and  possibly  4-H  groups. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church, 
through  many  local  churches  and  related 
organizations,  provides  Scouting 
ministry  to  nearly  10  percent  of  all  youth 
in  the  Scouting  membership,”  Mr. 
Pearce  pointed  out,  including  about 
12,759  units  with  365,942  members, 
second  only  to  the  PTA  sponsored  units, 
with  approximately  148,000  Cubs,  163,000 
Scouts  and  11,000  Explorers. 


Floccin...what? 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Dr.  W. 
Leslie  Pugh,  minister  of  the  May¬ 
flower  Congregational  Church  here, 
used  a  29-letter  word  as  his  sermon 
topic  one  slow  summer  Sunday. 

It  was:  “Floccinaucinihilipilifica- 
tion.” 

The  word  is  in  the  Oxford  English 
Dictionary  and  has  been  used  three 
times  in  literature,  Dr.  Pugh  said.  It 
means  “the  habit  of  estimating  as 
worthless.” 

“The  easy  days  of  August  are 
perfect  for  a  series  of  sermons  that 
enjoy  the  meanderings  that  strange 
words  enable,”  Dr.  Pugh  said. 


Announcing  a  giant  step  forward 
in  communicating  the  message  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 

THE  NEW  MEDIA  BIBLE 

The  Word  in  Sight  and  Sound 


For  the  first  time,  an  international  fellowship  of 
archaeologists,  historians,  Biblical  scholars,  edu 
cators,  technicians,  and  creative  artists  have 
joined  together  in  a  vast  new  undertaking:  to 
translate  the  written  language  of  the  entire  Holy 
Scriptures  into  the  language  of  motion  pictures 
—  image  by  image,  chapter  by  chapter,  without 
elaboration  or  distortion.  The  New  Media  Bible 
has  been  born. 

In  an  age  dominated  by  electronic  media 
and  widespread  functional  illiteracy,  The  New 
Media  Bible  is  a  major  contribution  to  our  cul¬ 
ture  and  a  primary  instrument  of  instruction. 
Now,  churchmen  and  teachers,  institutions  and 
individuals  can  transmit  their  ethics,  ideas  and 
faith  through  the  medium  of  the  day. 

Filmed  primarily  on  location  in  the 
Holy  Land,  The  New  Media  Bible  is  a 
masterwork  of  reverence  and  consum¬ 
mate  artistry.  A  faithful  illumination  of 
the  Biblical  text,  it  will  be  published 
over  the  coming  years  in  annual 
installments  as  a  complete  Bible 
teaching  system. 

This  system  includes  a  cohe¬ 
sive  group  of  instructional 


materials  which  provide  essential  historical  back¬ 
grounds  and  the  latest  archaeological  informa 
tion  on  the  findings  in  the  Holy  Land.  The  de¬ 
cision  to  use  The  New  Media  Bible  as  the  way 
to  bring  the  Scriptures  to  all  members  of  your 
community,  whatever  their  education,  is  yours. 

The  New  Media  Bible  Subscription 
You  have  the  opportunity  before  September 
1st,  1976  to  obtain  a  Charter  Subscription  for 
your  institution  with  considerable  financial  ad¬ 
vantages.  benefits  and  privileges.  For  further  in¬ 
formation  please  write  immediately  to: 

The  Genesis  Project,  Box  P,  145  West  58th 
Street.  New  York.  N  Y.  10019. 

World  Premiere  Showings 
The  inaugural  coast-to-coast  tour  of 
The  New  Media  Bible  will  take  place  in 
major  cities  starting  in  July,  If  you  would 
like  an  invitation  to  one  of  these 
screenings  for  your  pastor,  minister 
of  education,  public  librarian,  or 
school  principal,  please  send 
their  names  and  addresses  to 


THE  GENESIS  PROJECT 


(a  non -denominational  endeavor) 
145  West  58  Street 
New  York,  N  Y.  10019 


“First-rate  and  deserves  enthusiastic 
support  ~ 

—  Albert  C.  Outler, 

Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
S.M.U. 


‘The  distinguished  scholars  who 
have  been  asked  to  advise  the 
series  represent  the  forefront  of 
biblical  scholarship  today.  In 
my  judgment.  The  New 
Media  Bible  is  a  harbinger  of 
the  future.” 

—  James  E.  Alexander, 

Assistant  General 
Secretary,  Education 
Division.  Board  of 
Discipleship,  The  United 
Methodist  Church 
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Future  policy  set  for  world  council 

Central  Committee  hears  from  review  group ,  two  executives 


- Three  reviews - 

Tools  to  help  pastors  outlined  in  books,  cassettes 


Ministry  careers 

•‘Careers  in  the  Christian  Ministry:  An 
Ecumenical  Guidebook  for  Counselors, 
Pastors  and  Youth,”  Consortium  Books. 
1976, 289  pp.  $12. 

By  RENE  O.  BIDEAUX 

For  the  excitement  of  Christian 
ministry  and  for  a  helpful  book  to  guide 
those  contemplating  such  a  career,  this 
book  is  recommended  reading.  It  is  the 
kind  of  reading  that  can  help  every 
minister  see  him/herself  in  the  larger 
perspective,  a  healthy  discipline  from 
time  to  time. 

Lloyd  E.  Sheneman  (director  of 
theological  education  for  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America),  who  introduces  this 
volume,  promises  an  encounter  with 
‘‘deep  conviction-passion.”  Not  all  the 
contributors  express  the  same 
“passion,”  but  each  is  authentic. 

“Careers  in  the  Christian  Ministry”  is 
presented  by  the  publishers  as  an 
ecumenical  guidebook  for  counselors, 
pastors  and  youth.  However,  the  volume 
holds  equal  usefulness  for  boards  of 
ministry,  seminaries  and  church 
bureaucrats.  Six  types  of  ministry  are 
presented:  pastoral,  missionary, 

teaching,  social  work,  monastic  and 
administrative. 

While  reading  Brother  David  Steindl- 
Rast,  O.S.B.  (chairman  of  the  Center  for 
Spiritual  Studies),  “Alone  with  God:  the 
Monk,"  a  person  may  hear  the  call.  Both 
Thomas  E.  Kramer  (department  of 
education,  U.  S.  Catholic  Conference), 
"The  Teacher,”  and  Major  J.  Jones 
(president-dean,  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary).  “Black  Clergy:  The  Call  and 
the  Challenge,”  communicate  the 
“passion”  of  their  enthusiasm. 

Anyone  entering  the  church 
administrator  echelon  should  read  Roy 
C.  Nichols  (United  Methodist  bishop) 
“The  Burden  of  the  Administrator." 
United  Methodist  district 
superintendents  and  bishops  will 
encounter  hopeful  guidance. 

William  A.  Holmes  (Senior  minister  of 
Metropolitan  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.)  makes  a  strong  case 
for  the  pastoral  ministry  as  a  vocation. 
However,  one  might  desire  clearer 
consideration  of  today’s  context  for 
pastoral  ministry,  such  as:  small 
membership  churches,  changing 
neighborhoods,  multiple  church  parishes 
and  cooperative-style  ministries. 

Sister  Mary  Vincentia  Joseph,  MSBT, 
DSW  (National  Catholic  School  of  Social 
Service,  The  Catholic  University  of 
America)  has  limited  “Christian  Social 
Action”  to  social  work  and  social 
workers.  This  is  unfortunate  and 
misleading.  While  honestly  touching  the 
global  issues,  James  A.  Gittings  (United 
Presbyterian,  editor  of  “A.D.” 
magazine)  makes  a  present-day  call  for 
missionaries.  The  missionary  is  still  a 
viable  Christian  vocational  option. 

Part  II  of  the  book,  “Preparation  for 


Ministry,”  is  the  least  helpful,  but  it 
provides  a  convenient  list  of  addresses 
for  some  seminaries  and  church 
agencies.  United  Methodists  might 
question  whether  the  best  information  or 
vocational  guidance  concerning  “social 
action”  careers  is  found  in  the  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

A  valuable  bonus  appears  in  the 
section,  “Voices  of  the  Minorities,”  three 
writings  for  women,  black  and  Spanish 
clergy.  Each  speaks  for  itself;  however, 
an  introductory  or  summary  statement 
would  strengthen  this  section.  Several 
common  themes  focus  together:  (1)  the 
need  for  support  groups  among  minority 
pastors;  (2),  the  “wholeness"  of  both  the 
Gospel  and  the  ministry  which  minority 
clergy  bring;  (3)  the  leavening  role  of 
minority  ministers  in  the  whole  church; 
and  (4)  the  inadequacy  of  most  seminary 
training  for  minority  clergy. 

Unfortunately  the  chapter  on  “Spanish 
Clergy”  veers  from  the  book’s 
ecumenical  and  national  scope.  As  an 
Hispanic  voice,  this  is  too  Catholic  and 
too  Rio  Rio  Grande,  too  parochial  and 
misleading  assumptions  about  Spanish¬ 
speaking  Americans.  Lamentably, 
Native  and  Asian  American  voices  are 
conspicuously  absent.  But  overall,  the 
“Minority  Voices”  keep  the  book  in 
balance  and  add  a  good  resource  for 
United  Methodists  who  want  to 
strengthen  ethnic-minority  ministry. 

Brother  Steindl-Rast  writes:  “By 
drinking  deeply  from  the  stream  we  have 
said  ‘Yes’  to  the  Source.”  “Careers  in  the 
Christian  Ministry”  rather  uniformly 
points  to  the  centrality  of  Christ  in 
Christian  ministry.  As  Mr.  Gittings  sums 
up.  “it’s  not  our  mission  but  Christ's.” 

Mr.  Bideaux  is  susperintendent  of  the 
Connecticut  Valley  District.  Southern 
New  England  Conference  of  the  UMC. 
headquartered  in  Bolton.  Conn 

Heller  preaching 

“How  To  Enrich  Your  Preaching"  by 
John  Killinger.  Professor  of  Preaching. 
Vanderbilt  Divinity  School,  Abingdon 
Audio  Graphics.  4  cassettes.  Abingdon 
Press.  1975.  $29.95. 

By  CLYDE  CH ESN  UTT 

Thank  you.  John  Killinger.  I  have 
finished  working  through  your  tapes  on 
enriching  preaching  and  believe  you 
have  offered  the  parish  minister  a 
strategic  resource  for  nourishment. 

While  your  counsel  is  not  particularly 
new,  it  is  said  in  a  fresh,  invigorating 
manner  The  necessity  for  thorough 
Bible  study,  the  imperative  to  read 
widely  books  secular  and  theological,  the 
use  of  illustrations  as  “windows,"  the 
fashioning  of  a  strong  introduction,  a 
substantive  body  and  a  persuasive 
closing  —  yes,  it’s  all  bc-en  said  before. 
But  you  make  it  sound  inviting  and  ex¬ 
citing  again. 

I  like  the  numerous  times  you  in¬ 
structed  the  hearer  to  stop  the  tape  to 


discuss  with  others  an  idea  or  share  an 
experience,  to  write  a  credo  or  simply  to 
think  silently.  That  added  a  dimension  of 
practicality  which  often  is  missing  in  a 
book  or  lecture  on  preaching. 

I  was  unable  to  follow  your  suggestions 
on  listening  to  the  tapes  with  a  small 
group  to  gain  from  the  interaction  of 
persons.  Yet  I  can  easily  envision  a 
district  ministers’  retreat  utilizing  the 
tapes  for  the  entire  time  or  a  group  of  city 
preahers  meeting  weekly  to  hash  out  the 
ideas  or  two  pastors  driving  from  distant 
points  to  a  common  meeting  place  to 
share  together. 

The  tapes  do  not  intend  to  represent  a 
basic  course  in  homiletics,  although 
foundational  concerns  are  included. 
They  provide,  at  the  least,  a  refresher 
course  aimed  at  improving  a  minister’s 
pulpit  work.  At  the  most,  the  tapes  offer 
an  incentive  for  a  preacher  to  get  in 
touch  again  with  his/her  best  resources 
for  preaching  —  God  in  a  regular 
devotional  life  coupled  with  people  in 
their  needs. 

Should  a  district  superintendent  want 
to  improve  his  preachers’  sermons  or  a 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee 
desire  to  encourage  its  minister  in  this 
most  vital  role,  they  might  buy  these 
tapes  for  the  district  or  local  church 
library. 

Then  pew  and  preacher  will  thank  you. 

Mr.  Chesnutt  is  associate  editor  of 
TM/UMR  and  a  United  Methodist 
'minister. 

Spiritual  life 

“’Reaching  Out,"  by  Henri  J.M. 
Nouwen,  Doubleday,  1975,  $5.95. 

By  G.E.  PEEPLES 

“It  is  not  too  difficult  to  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  the  restless  and  the  restful, 
between  the  driven  and  the  free,  between 
the  lonely  and  the  solitary,"  states  Henri 
J.M.  Nouwen. 

In  “Reaching  Out,”  the  Holland- 
educated  theological  professor  traces 
three  potential  movements  in  our 
spiritual  life:  from  loneliness  to  tranquil 
solitude  (our  relationship  to  ourselves), 
from  hostility  to  hospitality  (our  relation¬ 
ship  to  others),  and  from  illusion  to 
prayer  ( our  relationship  to  God ) . 

Although  the  book  is  written  in  an  in¬ 
teresting.  readable  style,  it  is  not  a 
volume  to  be  scanned.  When  you  are  im¬ 
pressed  with  an  arresting  thought,  you 
will  want  to  put  the  book  aside  and  pon¬ 
der,  yes.  meditate  on  what  you  have 
read.  The  second  and  third  reading  will 
prove  more  fruitful. 

Few  writers  can  use  words  to  paint  a 
picture  with  such  clarity  and  un¬ 
forgettable  effect.  In  describing  a 
“desperate  sense  of  loneliness”  that 
leads  not  only  to  alcoholism,  drug  use 
and  to  psychosomatic  symptoms  such  as 
headaches,  stomach  ulcers  and  low  back 
pains  and  a  large  number  of  traffic  ac¬ 
cidents,  but  also  to  an  increasing  number 
of  suicides,  he  uses  language  with  telling 
clarity. 


“Our  world  is  full  of  empty  chatter, 
easy  confessions,  hollow  talk,  senseless 
compliments,  poor  praise  and  boring 
confidentialities.”  Our  loneliness  can 
drive  us  away  from  ourselves  into  “ex¬ 
cruciating  relationships,  tiring  friend-1 
ships  and  suffocating  embraces,”  he 
continues.  Unless  our  questions, 
problems  and  concerns  are  tested  and 
matured  in  solitude,  it  is  not  realistic  to 
expect  answers  that  are  really  our  own, 
he  concludes. 

In  discussing  our  relationships  with 
others  the  author  stresses  the  need  not 
only  for  openness  but  also  for  respect  of 
the  boundary  of  the  other  personality. 
Without  the  latter  there  is  a  “stagnating 
closeness.”  Each  individual’s  unique¬ 
ness  must  be  respected.  We  can 
“create  boundaries  that  allow  intimacy 
to  become  an  always  new  and  surprising 
discovery  of  each  other.” 

Listening  with  eagerness,  recognizing 
our  poverty  of  spirit  and  forgetting  our¬ 
selves  are  recurrent  themes,  but  he  is 
bold  to  say  the  teacher  and  the  counselor 
should  confront  as  well  as  listen.  There  is 
no  real  dialogue  between  a  speaking 
somebody  and  a  listening  nobody.  We  are 
not  “neutral  nobodies.” 

In  our  relationship  to  God,  the  author  is 
convinced  that  “solitude  and  hospitality 
can  only  bear  lasting  fruits  when  they 
are  embedded  in  a  broader,  deeper  and 
higher  reality  from  which  they  receive 
their  vitality.” 

Persons  without  theological  training 
may  become  confused  by  his  expression 
of  “the  illusion  of  personal  immortality” 
in  which  he  seems  to  be  stressing  our  ten¬ 
dency  to  forget  that  we  are  mortal 
beings,  that  we  seem  to  be  unable  to 
imagine  our  own  death,  and  that  we  tend 
to  worship  self  instead  of  worshipping 
God. 

Finally,  fellowship  really  develops  in  a 
community  of  faith.  If  we  go  to  church  to 
find  a  fellowship  we  will  find  just  another 
club.  However,  if  we  go  to  church  to  wor¬ 
ship  God,  a  meaningful  fellowship 
follows. 

There  is  much  more  in  this  volume. 
Perhaps  not  in  the  last  decade  has  this 
writer  read  a  book  with  richer  resources 
than  found  in  “Reaching  Out.”  I  recom¬ 
mend  it  as  a  “must." 

Dr  Peeples  is  president  emeritus  of 
Lon  Morris  College,  a  United  Methodist 
School  in  Jacksonville.  Texas. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Be  Strong 

By  ESTELLE  D.  BROADRICK 
Be  strong  in  faith, 

When  sorrow  is  yours  to  bear- 
He  is  ever  with  you. 

Your  burdens  to  share. 

Be  strong  in  faith, 

As  you  climb  towards  the  crest- 
You  are  getting  nearer  Heaven, 
Where  you’ll  be  greatly  blest. 
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World  refugees  nearly 
four  million,  report  says 


in  implementing  the  1975  Helsinki 
Declaration  on  European  Security  and 
Cooperation. 

The  declaration,  signed  by  35  countries 
including  the  Soviet  Union,  includes  a 
broadly  worded  section  guaranteeing 
human  rights. 

Religious  and  other  liberty,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Soviet  Union,  was  a 
major  concern  at  the  Fifth  Assembly  of 
the  WCC  last  fall  in  Nairobi. 

Dr.  Potter  made  his  recommendation 
after  a  meeting  with  representatives  of 
churches  from  the  countries  which 
signed  the  declaration.  He  said  the  ad¬ 
visory  committee,  with  “active  par¬ 
ticipation  of  regional  bodies,”  will  report 
each  year  to  the  international  affairs 
commission  and  coordinate  concerns  for 
human  rights  in  different  parts  of  the 
world. 

The  WCC  general  secretary  said 
human  rights  cannot  be  discussed  “in 
isolation,”  but  only  in  the  context  of 
many  other  social,  political  and 
economic  concerns. 

Also  in  his  report,  Dr.  Potter  urged  a 
strengthening  of  ties  between  the  WCC 
and  its  286  member  bodies. 

“It  is  ironical,”  he  told  the  130  Central 
Committee  delegates,  “that  the  relations 
with  the  largest  non-member  church,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  have  been  far 
more  intense  than  with  many  member 
churches.” 

“It  becomes  more  and  more  en¬ 
cumbent  on  the  World  Council,”  he  said, 
"to  be  so  involved  in  the  life  of  its  mem¬ 
ber  churches  that  its  real  existence  can¬ 
not  be  ignored.” 

Anglican  Archbishop  Edward  Scott  of 
Canada,  in  his  opening  address  as 
Moderator  of  the  Central  Committee 
used  the  experience  of  the  recent  Olym¬ 
pic  games  to  identify  some  factors  about 
the  world  situation  and  to  relate  them  to 
the  work  of  the  WCC. 

The  world,  he  said,  faces  many  com¬ 
plex  and  difficult  issues.  Suspicion, 
mistrust,  the  imputing  of  motives  and  of 
false  motives  are  all  situations  that  have 
to  be  faced.  The  world  is  totally 
politicized,  he  declared,  and  every  public 
action  has  political  implications. 

“In  this  kind  of  world,”  the  moderator 
said,  “the  issue  for  the  churches  and  the 
Council  is  not  whether  they  are  going  to 
be  involved  in  political  issues  but  rather 
what  kind  of  influence  are  they  going  to 
seek  to  exercise  in  the  inevitable  in¬ 
volvement.  Not  to  take  action,  is  to  act  in 
the  political  realm.” 

Central  Committee  members  were  at¬ 
tending  the  meeting,  said  the  moderator, 


first,  because  their  respective  churches 
had  chosen  them  as  representatives  and, 
second,  because  they  had  accepted  the 
responsibility  of  planning  their  own  time 
in  order  to  be  present. 

Of  the  Committee’s  responsmilities. 


the  archbishop  said  they  would  be 
seeking  to  implement  the  policy  direc¬ 
tions  determined  by  the  Nairobi  Assem¬ 
bly  in  1975.  Therefore,  there  are  three 
lines  of  accountability:  to  the  churches, 
to  church  members  and  to  God,  he  said. 


Presidents  of  W  (.(.  listen  to  proceedings 
GENEVA  —  The  134-member  policy-making  Central  Committee  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  held  its  1976  meeting  here,  with  the  topic  of  human  rights  high 
on  the  agenda. 

The  presidents  of  the  World  Council  listen  to  the  proceedings.  From  left  the  right: 
Metropolitan  Nikodim.  Russian  Orthodox  Archbishop  of  Leningrad;  Gen.  T.  B. 
Simatupang.  president  of  the  Indonesian  Council  of  Churches;  Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel, 
past  president  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.S.;  Archbishop  Olof  Sun- 
dby,  primate  of  the  (Lutheran)  Church  of  Sweden;  Annie  Baeta  Jiagge,  a  justice  of 
the  Appeals  Court  of  Accra,  Ghana;  the  Rev.  Jose  Miguez-Bonion.  dean  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Buenos  Aires;  and  Dr.  W.A.  Visser  f  Hooft,  first  general 
secretary  of  the  WCC  and  its  honorary  president,  (see  related  story.) 


GENEVA  (RNS)  -  Shifts  in  the  in¬ 
ternational  refugee  problem  and  the 
varied  ways  in  which  churches  are  at¬ 
tempting  to  meet  the  needs  of  refugees 
were  outlined  in  a  report  presented  here 
at  the  Central  Committee  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (WCC). 

The  report  from  the  WCC  Commission 
on  Inter-Church  Aid,  Refugees  and  World 
Service  (CICARWS)  questioned 
statistics  indicating  that  there  are  at 
least  2,500,000  refugees  in  the  world.  The 
real  figure  may  be  closer  to  the  4  million 
mark,  said  the  WCC  Commission. 

The  discrepancy  comes  from  the 
definition  of  refugees  applied  by  govern¬ 
ments,  the  United  Nations  Relief  and 
Works  Agency,  and  the  United  Nations 
Higher  Commissioner  for  Refugees, 
most  of  whom  use  the  lower  figure.  But  a 
broader  definition  of  refugees,  used  by 
most  church  agencies,  results  in  a  higher 
total,  the  report  said. 

In  the  nearly  three  decades  from  1943 
to  1975,  the  WCC  was  able  to  assist  with 
the  resettlement  of  nearly  400,000  per¬ 
sons,  the  report  stated.  It  said  that  more 
than  6,483  persons  had  been  resettled  in 
the  first  half  of  1976  and  predicted  that 
this  number  may  be  doubled  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  refugee  picture  has  undergone 
marked  changes  in  recent  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  WCC  report.  Europe,  for  a 
long  time  a  “refugee  exporting”  con¬ 
tinent,  has  gradually  become  a  harbor 
for  refugees  from  other  continents,  the 
report  stated.  Asia,  where  a  vast  number 
of  persons  were  displaced  by  war  in  Viet¬ 
nam,  Cambodia,  and  Laos,  has  recently 
experienced  an  exodus  of  refugees  from 
these  countries  to  the  USA  and  Western 
Europe. 

Asia  now  faces  a  serious  concentration 
of  Indochina  refugees,  said  the  CICAR¬ 
WS  report. 

Latin  America,  once  a  “fiaven”  for 
refugees,  “now  returns  many  of  its 
people  to  Europe  as  refugees,”  the  WCC 
report  continued.  And  in  the  Middle  East, 
the  Palestinian  refugee  problem  and  an 
unsolved  refugee  situation  in  Cyprus  is 
complicated  by  the  yet  unknown  number 
of  refugees  from  the  civil  war  in 
Lebanon,  said  the  report. 

No  doubt  Africa  is  the  continent  with 
the  largest  refugee  problem,  the  report 
continued.  Once  Africa’s  refugee 
population  was  mainly  those  “who  had 
fled  colonial  rule.”  but  the  continent 
must  “now  face  up  to  the  fact  that  the 
majority  of  African  refugees  today  stem 
from  independent  states.” 

All  refugees  lack  protection  of  their 
basic  rights,  the  report  asserted,  and  ex¬ 


pressed  concern  over  the  fact  that 
refugees  are  frequently  not  accorded  the 
rights  guaranteed  them  in  the  UN 
Declaration  on  Territorial  Asylum. 

Noting  that  service  to  refugees  has 
always  been  a  part  of  WCC  work,  the 
report  that  the  churches  were  finding 
new  ways  to  deal  with  the  refugee 
problem.  "There  is  the  continuing, 
specific  task  of  pastoral  care  to  help 
people  overcome  the  effects  of 
displacement  and  the  spiritual  lostness 
that  accompanies  it,”  the  report  stated. 
“There  is  the  ‘advocacy  role’  on  national 
and  international  levels  on  behalf  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  refugees.” 

The  report  said  that  a  number  of  WCC 
programs  are  aimed  at  refugee  con¬ 
cerns.  since  the  WCC  has  special 
programs  for  combatting  racism  —  an 
issue  at  the  “root  of  many  refugee 
problems,”  —  and  raising  special 
questions  of  human  rights  in  Latin 
America.  Much  of  the  WCC  work  with 
refugees  is  done  jointly  with  other  non¬ 
governmental  or  inter-governmental 
agencies,  the  report  stated. 

Ad  says  dead 
women  have  a 
‘'message  for  you ’ 

WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  Cam¬ 
pus  Crusade  for  Christ  International  has 
used  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  seven  of 
its  staff  workers  in  tlje  recent  Colorado 
flood  to  present  an  evangelistic  message 
to  the  public. 

In  a  full-page  advertisement  in  the 
Sunday,  Aug.  15  Washington  Post,  the 
evangelical  group  printed  photographs  of 
the  dead  women  —  Terri  Bissing,  June 
Fujiwara,  Rae  Ann  Johnston,  Barbie 
Leyden.  Cathie  Loomis,  Precy  Monongdo 
and  Carol  Rhoad  The  headline  read, 
“These  women  lost  their  lives  in  the  Col¬ 
orado  flood  .  .  But  they  are  still  alive. 
They  have  a  message  for  you.  ’’ 

The  message  stated  that  “it  is  certain 
that  these  seven  women  who  were  part  of 
the  staff  of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
International  will  be  deeply  missed  by 
family,  friends  and  fellow  staff  mem¬ 
bers.  But  what  these  women  and  their 
families  would  want  you  to  know  is  that 
they  are  more  alive  than  ever  —  in 
heaven.  That  they  lived  a  full  and  won¬ 
derful  life  on  this  earth.  And  that  they 
now  are  better  off  in  the  presence  of  the 
loving  God  and  Savior  whom  they  ser¬ 
ved.” 


ATLANTA  —  Hands  upraised,  a  congregation  of  Southern  Baptist  charismatics 
worships.  Few  issues  within  the  12.7-million-inember  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
have  stirred  as  much  division  as  the  charismatic  movement.  A  survey  by  the 
denomination's  Home  Mission  Board,  however,  indicates  that  charismatics  are  on 
the  increase  in  the  Convention.  The  survey  suggests  that  about  l(>0  Southern  Baptist 
congregations  —  with  a  total  membership  of  10, C'*  —  maintain  charismatic 
ministries.  religiv  'is  news  service  photo 


Episcopalians  meet  in  September 

Thorny  issues  face  convention 


NEW  YORK  ( RNS)  —  Somewhat  over¬ 
shadowed  by  the  controversy  about 
female  priests,  other  potentially  thorny 
issues  will  also  be  on  the  agenda  at  the 
Episcopal  Church’s  Triennial  General 
Convention  in  Minneapolis  Sept.  11  to  23. 

Delegates  will  have  to  decide  what  to 
do  about  the  most  extensive  proposals  for 
liturgical  reform  in  four  centuries,  face 
the  divisive  question  of  abortion,  grapple 
with  homosexual  rights,  and  debate 
various  schemes  of  canonical  and 
parliamentary  change. 

The  current  worship  standard  is  the 
1928  Book  of  Common  Pray.  Through  the 
Anglican  worship  standard  has  been 
revised  several  times  since  it  appeared 


in  1549,  the  proposal  before  the  con¬ 
vention  is  the  most  extensive,  and  the  fir¬ 
st  to  make  major  changes  in  the  16th  Cen¬ 
tury  English  associated  with  Episcopal 
worship. 

The  draft  proposal  includes  two  forms 
(in  traditional  and  more  modern 
language)  of  the  principal  services  (mor¬ 
ning  and  evening  prayer  and  the  holy 
communion)  and  prayers  for  the  church 
year. 

If  the  1976  and  1979  conventions  ap¬ 
prove,  the  draft  book,  with  any  changes 
the  convention  votes  this  year,  will  be  of¬ 
ficial  for  Episcopalians. 

Among  the  other  issues  are  six 
resolutions  on  abortion  —  ranging  from 


endorsement  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
decisions  on  the  matter  to  condemnation 
of  abortion  under  almost  all  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Resolutions  proposed  by  two  dioceses 
condemn  Bishop  Paul  Moore  of  the 
Diocese  of  New  York  for  ordaining  a 
deacon  who  says  she  is  a  homosexual. 

Bishop  Moore  said  he  and  the  diocesan 
standing  committee  found  she  is  highly 
respected  in  her  parish  and  seminary. 

“It  is  known,”  he  said,  “that  there  are 
many  homosexually  oriented  Episcopal 
clergy  and  the  only  difference  between 
them  and  (her)  is  that  she  has  declared 
that  to  be  her  orientation." 


Compiled  from  news  services 

GENEVA  —  The  policy-making  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC),  which  opened  its  an¬ 
nual  meeting  here  August  10,  will  decide 
the  overall  thrust  of  the  Council’s  ac¬ 
tivities  for  the  next  several  years. 

To  aid  in  this  fateful  decision,  a  Review 
Committee  has  been  at  work  for  the  past 
several  months.  Composed  of  12  men  and 
women,  laity  and  clergy,  from  churches 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  it  considered 
proposals  for  program  in  view  of  the 
probable  financial  resources  available 
for  1977. 

The  Review  Committee  proposed  four 
program  thrusts: 

•  the  expression  and  communication  of 
faith  in  the  triune  God; 

•  the  search  for  a  just,  participatory 
and  sustainable  society ; 

•  the  unity  of  the  church  and  its 
relation  to  the  unity  of  humanity; 

•  education  and  renewal  in  search  of 
true  community. 

In  addtion  the  Review  Committee 
suggested  two  “operational  emphases' 
more  intensive  participation  by  the 
member  churches  and  Christian  com 
munities  in  the  life  of  the  World  Council, 
and  interaction  between  theological 
reflection  and  action  in  the  total  work  of 
the  Council. 

Dr.  Philip  Potter,  general  secretary  of 
the  WCC,  recommended  establishment 
of  an  advisory  group  on  human  rights 
within  the  WCC  Commission  of  the  Chur 
ches  on  International  Affairs. 

In  a  report  to  the  WCC  Central  Com 
mittee,  Dr.  Potter  detailed  results  of  a 
July  consultation  on  the  role  of  churches 


Women  lenders  at  (weneva  conference 

GENEVA  —  The  two  women  presidents  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  —  Dr. 
Cynthia  Wedel  (left),  an  Episcopalian  who  is  a  past  president  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  a  psychologist,  and  Annie  Baeta  Jiagge  (right)  a  Presbyterian 
who  is  a  justice  of  the  Appeals  Court  of  Accra.  Ghana  —  talk  with  Brigalia  Bam,  a 
South  African  who  heads  both  the  women’s  desk  and  the  program  unit  on  education 
and  renewal  for  the  WCC,  during  the  World  Council’s  Central  Committee  meeting 
here,  (see  related  story.)  religious  news  service  photo 
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Alexandria  District 

Total:  $7,112.22 

A .  Jerome  Cain.  District  Superintendent 


Alexandria,  First 

751.22 

Horseshoe  Drive 

359.00 

MacArthur  Drive 

26.00 

Newman 

0 

St.  Mark 

156.00 

Trinity-Pleasant  Grove 

268.00 

Wilton 

38.00 

Wesley 

100.00 

Union 

0 

Macedonia 

20.00 

Ball-Clear  Creek-Springhill 
Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel 

92.00 

Sieper 

174.00 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Memorial-Ever- 

green-White’s  Chapel 

384.00 

Wesley-Marshall-Simpson 

250.00 

Colfax 

80.00 

Hollins  Chapel 

32.00 

Bentley 

38.00 

Glenmora,  First-Fellowship-Forest 

Hill-Melder 

St.  Marks-Willis  J.  King 

177.00 

St.  Paul 

30.00 

Jena-Belah 

205.00 

Jonesville 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheney- 

63.50 

ville 

108.00 

Marks  ville 

86.00 

Oakgrove 

61.50 

Simmesport 

38.00 

Martha  ville-Beulah-Robeline 

92.00 

Montgomery 

144.00 

Mt.  Zion 

22.00 

Atlanta 

17.00 

St.  Maurice 

Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-Corinth- 

0 

St.  Paul 

38.00 

Natchitoches,  Asbury-Williams 

Chapel- 

St.  Mark’s 

752.00 

College  Avenue 

132.00 

First 

380.00 

Oak  Grove-Campti 

79.00 

6ua 

71.00 

Tullos 

10.00 

Palestine-Bethel 

240.00 

Pineville,  First_ 

329.00 

Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel 

89.00 

t*rovencal-Weaver 

Rosa-Taylor  Chapel-Haskins 

60.00 

Chapel 

29.00 

‘Trout 

148.00 

Eden 

42.00 

llrania 

31.00 

Winnfield-Couley 

370.00 

i 

l 

Baton  Rouge  District 
Total  $13,863.92 

r  Robert  C.  Crichlow, 

District  Superintendent 


Baker 

Baton  Rouge: 

154.44 

Broadmoor 

710.00 

.Camphor 

0 

First 

5.566.71 

Francis  Asbury -Corbin 

118.00 

Hughes  Memorial 

0 

Ingleside  -jpGuo> 

773.25 

Istrouma 

173.33 

Jefferson 

257.85 

Jordan  Chapel -LeJeune 

0 

Neeley 

0 

North  Baton  Rouge 

166.00 

Sf.John’s 

109.52 

§t.  Luke’s 

0 

SUMark 

200.00 

St.  Paul’s 

107.47 

Wesley 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

150.00 

University 

1.730.00 

Winbourne 

284.00 

Bethel-Magnolia 

169.74 

Blackwater 

509.76 

Clinton,  Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul 
StPeter-Moses  Chapel- Jackson 

30.00 

Chapel 

0 

Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek 

345.00 

Concord-New  Hope 

0 

Deerford 

120.00 

Denham  Springs,  First 

719.00 

Roberts  Chapel-St.  Luke 

25.00 

Donaldsonville,  First 

St,  Peter-Belle  Rose, 

31.50 

.  St.  James 

18.00 

Grand  River 

56.00 

Hartzell-Shiloh 

0 

Jackson-Ethel 

120.00 

Live  Oak 

214.85 

Lottie-Rosedale-New  Roads 

148.50 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn 
Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel- 

0 

,  Wesley 

0 

Plaquemine,  First 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke-St.  Paul, 

263.00 

New  Roads 

35.00 

St.  Francisville-Tunica 

192.00 

St.  Peter-Green-Wiley 

0 

Scott  Chapel 

92.00 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 

153.00 

Zachary 

121.00 

Hammond  District 

Total:  *5.379.69 
William  P.  Fraser, 

District  Superintendent 

Amite  366.00 

Independence  35.00 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia-Andrews  36.00 
Bogalusa,  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  156.35 

Thirkield-Harrys  Chapel  20.00 

Carpenter’s  Chapel  60.00 

Covington,  First  282.00 

Days-Center-Darlington  o 

Faithful  o 

Fitzgerald  215.00 

Franklinton,  Centenary-Fisher  0 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel  113.81 

Friendship  40.00 

Gonzales  o 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel  221.00 

Hammond,  First-Tickfaw  353.00 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon  84.00 

LaPlace,  Lasseigne-Lutcher  230.68 

Ninde  Chapel-St.  James  o 

Livingston-James  Chapel- 
Montpelier  117.00 

Loranger-Coopers  Chapel  30.00 

Lutcher  Chapel-St.  James  40.00 

Mangum-Pine  Grove  20.00 

Meadows  Chapel-New  River  78.00 

Pearl  River-Lacombe-St. 

Tammany  77.00 

Ponchatoula,  First-Lees  Landing  281 .00 
Wesley  Chapel  115.60 

St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore  1 ,200.00 
Slidell,  Aldersgate  0 

First  515.74 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell  37.00 

Springfield,  First-Huffs  Chapel- 
Maurepas  98.26 

St.James-St.  Landry  82.00 

Sun-Bush-Talisheek  20.00 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge  97.25 

Varnado  >•  31.00 

Angie  15.OO 

Waldheim  f>{  70.00 

Walker  65.00 

Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Marys 
Chapel  177.OO 


Lafayette  District 

Total:  $36,899.59 
Kenneth  G.  McDowell. 
District  Superintendent 
Abbeville 

190.69 

Pecan  Island 

61.00 

Baldwin,  Trinity 

40.00 

Walmsley 

24.50 

Berwick 

0 

Charenton,  Godman 

0 

Mt.  Zion 

37.00 

Union 

0 

Crowley,  First 

300.00 

Ebenezer 

92.00 

Crowley 

0 

Wesley 

16.00 

Franklin,  Asbury 

20.00 

Mason 

15.00 

First.  Franklin 

24,162.80 

Golden  Meadow 

160.00 

Grand  Isle 

0 

Houma,  First 

500.00 

Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel 

0 

Wesley 

72.00 

Mt.  Vernon 

28.00 

Indian  Bayou 

92.00 

Kaplan 

163.00 

Jeanerette,  McGowan 

19.00 

Lydia 

12.00 

St.  Martinville 

4.00 

St. Paul 

135.00 

Briggs 

15.00 

St.  Peter 

80.00 

Mt.  Zion 

37.00 

Lafayette,  Asbury 

1,075.00 

Davidson  Memorial 

100. Q0 

First 

315.00 

Ivanhoe 

117.75 

Mallalieu 

30.00 

St.  James 

33.00 

Mathews 

200.00 

La  Grange 

150.00 

Melville-Palmetto 

0 

Morgan  City 

236.00 

New  Iberia 

1,687.85 

Opelousas.  Louisiana  Memorial 

5.654.50 

St. Mark 

136.00 

Patterson 

72.00 

Bayou  Vista 

65.00 

Port  Barre 

67.00 

Krotz  Springs 

37.00 

Waxia 

5.00 

Rayne 

133.50 

Branch 

10.00 

Scott  Chapel 

14.00 

St.  James 

10.00 

St  Joseph 

12.00 

Union 

8.00 

St. Martinville.  Mallalieu-Fitzgerald  60.00 

Thibodaux,  First 

235.00 

Vacherie 

5.00 

Gibson 

10.00 
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“For  the  sole  purpose  of  helping  people ” 

Great  interest  shown 
in  Foundation 

By  CI.YDES.  CLARK. 

Director 

With  the  distribution  of  the  Bicentennial  Medallions  nearing 
completion  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  wish  to  express  their  sincere 
appreciation  to  every  pastor  and  every  United  Methodist 
member  in  the  state  who  participated  in  this  program.  This 
event  has  indeed  helped  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  to 
get  underway.  Two  things  were  necessary  to  properly  launch 
the  Foundation’s  activities.  Funds  were  needed  to  set  up  an 
office  and  develop  needed  stewardship  material.  Then  it  was 
necessary  to  place  a  substantial  amount  of  money  in  the 
permanent  funds  of  the  Foundation.  Both  of  these  goals  have 
been  achieved. 

What  is  even  more  significant  than  the  large  amount  which  has  been  raised,  is  the 
participation  of  the  United  Methodists  of  the  state.  Perhaps  never  in  the  history  of 
the  Conference  have  so  many  shared  voluntarily  in  such  a  significant  movement 
sponsoredvby  the  Annual  Conference. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  held  in  Alexandria  on  July  8th,  the  Director  shared 
with  the  board  members  something  of  the  interest  and  excitement  that  exists 
throughout  the  state.  The  pastors  are  lending  their  enthusiastic  support. 

In  summary,  let  me  say:  “The  beginning  weeks  of  the  Foundation  have  shown 
growth  and  development  far  beyond  our  fondest  expectations.  With  the  continued 
interest  and  support  of  all  of  our  United  Methodist  members  and  friends  in 
Louisiana,  the  Foundation  will  be  able  to  fulfill  a  long  felt  need.  It  will  give  the 
people  of  our  Conference  a  chance  to  broaden  and  deepen  their  stewardship  so  that 
we  may  place  much  needed  support  back  of  our  forty  institutions  in  Louisiana 
sponsored  by  the  Conference,  which  exist  for  the  sole  purpose  of  helping  people.” 


Dr.  Clyde  Clark 


Calvary  58.00 

Magnolia  32.00 

Washington,  St.  Marks  23.00 

St.  Paul  32.00 


Lake  Charles  District 


Hebert 

Delhi 

Epps 

Floyd 

Ferriday 

Gilbert  * 

Boeuf  Prairie 

Grayson 

Kelly 


edition 
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TT 

Extra 

United  Methodist 
Foundation 
Of  Louisiana 


29.51 

0 

25.00 

10.00 

229.05 

50.00 

62.00 

37.75 

li.qo 


^irst 

1,069.00 

Salem 

141.79 

First  Street 

239.00 

Antioch 

9.25 

Gentijlly 

112.00 

Springhill 

338.45 

Grace 

0 

Sarepta 

28.00 

Gretna 

0 

Ruston  Greater  Circuit, 

Felicity-Spanish  American 

Antioch 

56.00 

Ministry 

0 

Center  Point 

0 

Hartzell 

0 

Concord 

14.00 

Haven 

87.00 

Frantom  Chapel 

0 

Jefferson 

0 

Sanders  Chapel 

0 

Kenner,  First 

285.75 

Whitehall 

0 

Ross-Th''- 

33.50 

Colquitt 

19.50 

Lallui  pc 

0 

Lake  Vista 

148.00 

Metairie 

35.00 

Mount  Zion 

400.00 

Munholland 

465.50 

Shreveport  District 

Napoleon  Avenue 

195.00 

Total:  $8,731.72 

70.00 

Carl  F.  Lueg 

Peck 

0 

District  Superintendent 

| 

Peoples 

0 

Benton 

115.00 

Philips  Memorial 

0 

Blanchard 

67.75 

Ray  Avenue 

0 

Belcher 

40.00 

Rayne  Memorial 

7,039.37 

Bossier  City,  Barksdale 

132.50 

( includes  *5,000  given  by 

First 

286!83 

Mrs.Cadwallader) 

Hall  Summit 

20.00 

St.  Stephen’s 

33.00 

St.  Andrew’s 

167.50 

Bradford. 

14.00 

St.  Bernard-Arabi 

211.00 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel 

104.60 

St.  James 

26.00 

Cross  Roads 

57.00 

St.  John 

0 

Holly  Springs 

43.73 

St.  Luke’s 

206.67 

Fairview-McDonald 

0 

St.  Matthew’s 

400.00 

Greenwood 

40.00 

St.  Paul 

219.94 

Bethany 

15.00 

St.  Philip 

40.00 

Haughton 

22.00 

Second 

73.00 

Hosston 

43.00 

St.  Mark’s 

25.00 

Gilliam 

54.00 

Shaw  Temple 

0 

Ida 

46.88 

Thompson 

53.50 

James  Chapel-St.  Matthew- 

Trinity 

0 

Pleasant  Valley 

0 

Wesley 

0 

Keatchie 

15.50 

Williams 

100.00 

Shiloh 

24.00 

Buras,  Trinity 

45.00 

Luling 

133.00 

Logansport 

80.98 

Bethel 

Longstreet 

kpy^gbapel 


31.52 

100.00 


Total:  $10,398.19 
Bvrl  J.  Moreland, 
District  Superintendent 


Cameron 

94.00 

Grand  Chenier 

163.00 

Church  Point 

32.10 

Maxie 

23.50 

DeQuincy 

259.00 

DeRidder,  First 

2,700.00 

Wesley 

210.00 

Merryville 

25.00 

Elizabeth 

56.60 

Hopewell 

84.00 

Pine  Grove 

18.00 

Elton-Basile 

0 

Eunice-Ville  Platte 

217.00 

Fairview 

45.26 

Sweetlake 

92.00 

Gueydan 

223.87 

Iowa 

86.00 

Bell  City 

81.00 

Hayes 

0 

Jennings,  First 

205.00 

Trinity 

152.00 

Kinder-Oberlin 

0 

Lake  Arthur 

130.50 

Lake  Charles,  First 

1,475.00 

Oak  Park 

85.00 

St.  Luke 

120.00 

Simpson 

345.55 

University 

600.00 

Warren 

100.00 

Leesville,  First-Holly  Grove 

300.00 

Mt.  Zion 

275.50 

Macedonia 

50.00 

Maplewood 

138.00 

Moss  Bluff-Broadlands 

0 

Oakdale 

88.00 

Pine  Prairie 

8.00 

Prospect 

83.00 

Hornbeck 

38.75 

Raymond 

119.00 

Iota 

23.00 

Roanoke 

83.50 

Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial 

1.078.00 

Wesley 

105.00 

Hackberry 

0 

Vinton 

0 

Welsh,  First 

300.00 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity 

0 

Westlake 

85.06 

Monroe  District 

Total:  $7,458.75 
Clyde  C.  Frazier.  Jr. 
District  Superintendent 


Bastrop.  First 

395.50 

Memorial 

59.25 

Beekman 

13.00 

Mt.  Olive 

0 

Washington  Chapel 

22.00 

Columbia 

69.75 

Kilbourne 

62.60 

Locust  Grove 

30,00 

Lajte  Providence 

27.55 

Mangham 

288.00 

Crowville 

35.48 

Mer  Rouge 

32.00 

Collinston 

39.00 

Monroe,  First 

1,611.54 

Memorial 

777.00 

Reveille 

33.00 

Little  Creek 

15.50 

Faith  Temple 

0 

St.  Mark’s 

136.50 

Crew  Lake 

26.67 

St.  Paul’s 

83.35 

Southside 

463.16 

Mt.  Nebo-Lawson  Chapel 

0 

Mt.  Sinai-St.  Peter 

0 

Newellton 

0 

Oak  Grove 

262.00 

Oak  Ridge 

342.00 

Pioneer-Forest 

0 

Rayville 

526.75 

Holly  Ridge 

5.00 

St.  Andrew’s 

84.75 

Bartholomew 

32.00 

St.  Joseph-Wesley 

0 

Sicily  Island 

139.50 

Harrisonburg 

41.00 

Tallulah 

25.00 

Union 

93.00 

Vidalia 

84.00 

Waterproof 

49.50 

Clayton 

10.00 

West  Monroe,  Brownville 

35.00 

Claiborne 

55.09 

Wilhite 

14.00 

First 

409.00 

McGuire 

0 

Walnut  Grove 

36.00 

Woodlawn 

42.00 

Winnsboro 

380.00 

Wisner 

115.00 

Baskin 

28.00 

New  Orleans  District 
Total:  $14,325.12 
Alfred  L.  Norris 


District  Superintendent 


New  Orleans: 

Algiers,  First 

48.00 

St.  Matthew 

40.00 

Asbury 

0 

Aurora 

1,680.14 

Belle  Chasse-Hope  Chapel 

62.00 

Bethany 

114.00 

Boynton 

0 

Brooks 

67.00 

Carrollton 

138.00 

Elysian  Fields 

236.25 

John  Wesley 

60.00 

Ruston  District 

Total:  $11,598.12 
Edward  R.  Thomas 
District  Superintendent 


Ansley 

25.00 

Arcadia 

283.75 

Mt.  Mariah 

22.35 

Athens 

0 

Cross  Roads 

0 

Bernice 

171.00 

Beech  Grove-Summerfield 
Bienville-Mill  Creek- 

0 

Strange 

0 

Calhoun 

35.00 

Beulah 

28.00 

Indian  Village 

38.00 

Chatham 

50.75 

Zoar 

0 

Eros 

120.00 

Choudrant 

60.00 

Douglas 

80.00 

Clay 

25.75 

Cotton  Valley 

118.00 

Pleasant  Valley 

29.00 

Downsville 

68.52 

Bethel 

27.15 

Mt.  Nebo 

19.00 

Doyline 

58.00 

Sibley 

67.60 

Dubach-Hilly 

0 

Farmerville 

287.05 

Bird’s  Chapel 

47.50 

Gibsland 

30.00 

Oak  Grove 

0 

Harmony  Chapel 

32.94 

Lisbon 

33.33 

Arizona 

20.25 

Haynes  ville 

137.66 

Shongaloo 

0 

Heflin 

55.95 

Brushwood 

40.20 

Hodge 

1104.20 

Dodson 

25.00 

New  Hope 

0 

Homer 

266.00 

Wesley  Chapel 

42.00 

Jonesboro 

600.12 

Marion-Huttig 

0 

Minden,  First 

418.00 

Lakeview 

266.80 

McIntyre 

50.00 

Pilgrim’s  Rest 

30.50 

Pine  Grove 

10.00 

Bethlehem 

25.00 

Evergreen 

8.00 

Quitman 

8.20 

Faith 

i  13.00 

Ringgold 

45.00 

Castor 

Grand  Bayou 

37.50 

0 

Ruston,  Trinity 

5,537.89 

Grace 

289.25 

Wesley  Chapel 

66.75 

Simsboro 

136.50 

Mansfield 

778.00 

Grand  Cane 

0 

Many 

31.00 

Bayou  Scie 

0 

Mooringsport 

76.75 

Oil  City 

25.00 

Mt.  Zion 

0 

Bonchest 

36.00 

Plain  Dealing 

105.00 

Walker’s  Chapel 

25.00 

Pleasant  Hill 

0 

Mitchell 

32.00 

Pelican 

40.00 

Vivian 

188.25 

Rodessa 

20.00 

Shreveport:  Broadmoor 

0 

Caddo  Heights 

123.00 

Keith  ville 

ugjq 

40.00 

Cedar  Grove 

144.00 

Wesley 

0 

Christ 

350.00 

Fairfield 

66.00 

Jewella 

46.00 

First 

1,000.00 

Johnson  Chapel 

69.00 

Mt.  Zion 

0 

New  Light 

0 

Lakeview 

168.00 

Mangum 

364.00 

Morningside 

230.00 

Stonewall 

0 

Noel 

'-‘■‘l  I'iu- 

2,079.08 

North  Highlands 

. 

200.00 

Round  Grove 

1  1  i 

40.00 

Providence 

0 

St.  James 

100.00 

St.  Luke’s 

162.75 

St.  Paul 

200.00 

Summer  Grove 

136.75 

Trinity 

62.00 

Ellerbe  Road 

30.00 

Wynn 

158.00 

Wesley 

16.00 

Shady  Grove 

78.00 

Zwolle 

24.25 

Converse 

3.60 

Noble 

9.00 

Grand  Total 

115,767.32 

Coiled  Methodist 

Foundation 

i'i  •’  I  J> 

IOIO  Mid  South  loners 
Shreveport. 
I.ouisiunu  7 IIOI 

(.11 II)  222-H6Q6 

•  VI; 

Clyde  S.  Clark  ■  Director 
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A  new  family  has 
moved  into  the 
episcopal  residence 
in  New  Orleans, 
and  the  Area  and 
Conference  official¬ 
ly  extend  their 
“Welcome”  through 
this  newspaper. 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  formerly 
of  Houston,  Texas, 
took  over  the 
leadership  on 
September  1.  His 
nis  predecessors,  is  located 
at  1915  American  Bank  Building,  New 
Orleans. 

Bishop  Shamblin,  who  was  licensed  to 
preach  at  the  age  of  16,  brings  with  him  a 
distinguished  background  in  which  he 
has  made  significant  contributions  to  the 


Louisiana  Conference  welcomes  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
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life  of  the  church  in  a  variety 
Ik  has  always' been  a  “neighbor” 
Louisiana,  having  served  his  entire 
pastorates  either  in  Ark&nsas  qj-  Texas. 

A  native  of  Ozark,  Arkansas,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Arkansas 
and  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University.  He  has 
done  graduate  work  at  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology  and  holds 
a  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from  Hendrix 
College  in  Arkansas. 

Churches  which  he  served  in  Arkansas 
include  Winslow,  Lamar  and  West 
Memphis,  and  Pulaski  Heights  in  Little 
Rock.  He  also  was  Superintendent  on  the 
Searcy  District.  At  Pulaski  Heights, 
where  he  was  appointed  in  1948,  he 
served  until  1961,  and  during  that  time 
the  church  grew  from  a  small  residential 
church  to  the  largest  in  the  Little  Rock 
Conference. 


1961  he  accepted  an 
appofhtrfieht  to  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas,  the 
post  from  which  he  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy. 

Bishop  Shamblin  is  well  versed  in 
Methodism  world  wide,  having  traveled 
extensively  in  many  countries.  In  1956,  in 
connection  with  the  centennial 
celebration  of  Methodism  at  Lucknow, 
India,  he  made  a  tour  around  the  world, 
visiting  21  countries,  including  the  Holy 
Lands;  and  in  1959  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board  of  World  Peace  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  he  made  an  extensive 
study  of  Western  Europe  and  Russia. 

He  has  represented  the  Church  in  a 
number  of  strategic  conferences.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  London,  1966;  a  delegate  to 
the  Assembly  of  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Uppsala,  Sweden,  1968;  and 


during  the  summer  of  1973  he  studied  at 
Oxford  University.  He  has  been  elected 
to  the  last  three  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  of  our 
Church. 

Bishop  Shamblin  has  been  strongly 
identified  with  the  institutional  work  of 
the  church  in  a  leadership  capacity.  He 
has  served  on  the  Boards  of  a  number  of 
facilities  in  Texas,  including  The 
Methodist  Hospital,  Houston;  Lon  Morris 
College,  Jacksonville;  Moody  House. 
Inc.  Home  for  Older  People,  Galveston. 
Also,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
District  Board  of  Missions,  Houston-West 
District  of  the  Methodist  Church; 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees,  Homes 
for  Older  People;  member  of  the  Council 
on  Ministry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church;  and  Chairman  of  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  of  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 


Shamblin 

His  first  book,  “Life  Comes  As 
Choice,”  was  published  by  Abingdon 
Press  in  1967.  His  preaching  ministry  has 
been  carried  regularly  on  television  and 
radio  in  the  Houston  area 

With  all  of  this  imposing  background  of 
honors  and  responsibilities,  Bishop 
Shamblin  brings  a  warmth  of  personality 
and  a  genuineness  of  spirit.  His  friendly 
smile  and  firm  handclasp  are  indicative 
of  the  Christian  quality  of  leadership  to 
which  our  conference  is  accustomed. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Shamblin  have  two 
grown  children.  Their  son,  who  is  his 
father’s  namesake,  is  a  minister  in 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  Daughter  Lynda,  a 
speech  pathologist  in  Winnipeg,  Canada, 
recently  was  appointed  Area  Service 
Director  in  the  medical  facility  in  which 
she  serves. 

To  all  of  the  Shamblins,  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference:  A  HEARTY, 
WARM,  SINCERE  “WELCOME!” 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin 
“Our  Bishop “ 
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Bishop  Shamblin 
on  Radio  &  TV 
Sunday,  Sept.  5 
WWL  [Radio]  6:05  a.m. 
WYVL-TV  [Channel  4] 
6:30  a.m. 

New  Orleans 


September  is  Retired 
Ministers’  Home  Month 


September  is 
Retired  Ministers’ 
omes  Month”  in 
le  Louisiana 
onference,  and 
ach  minister  in  the 
onference  is 
sked  to  present 
lis  unique  con- 
:rence  program  to 
is  congregation  on 
ne  Sunday  in  Sep- 
;mber.  Brochures 
nd  letters  have 


. . piMfr  JHHhB 

This  home  in  Franklin,  in  which  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Albert  S. 
Hurley  live,  is  typical  of  the  retired  ministers'  homes  located 
in  the  nine  districts  in  the  Conference. 


been  mailed  to  all  ministers. 

On  Ministry  Sunday,  September  19, 
churches  are  being  asked  to  receive  a 
special  offering  for  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes.  In  the  past,  churches  have 
generously  responded,  and  because  of 
this  the  Conference  now  can  boast,  with 
pride,  of  21  homes  and  an  apartment 
complex.  All  have  been  built  or 
purchased  within  the  last  20  years, 
according  to  the  Rev.  James  L.  Adams, 
Chairman  of  the  Board. 

The  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board 
was  organized  in  1953.  The  first  home 
was  built  in  1956.  A  basic  plan  is  used  in 


building  the  homes,  with  modifications 
made  to  fill  specific  needs.  Every  district 
in  the  conference  has  at  least  one  home. 
Ruston  has  a  number  of  apartments  in 
addition  to  homes. 

Mr.  Adams  points  out  that  the  requests 
for  homes  far  exceed  the  funds  available 
for  building  them.  The  Board  has  an 
annual  goal  of  $60,000.  The  new 
dream  is  to  have  a  home  for  every 
minister  who  needs  one.  James  Adams 
says:  “.  .  .  The  wonderful  lay  people  of 
this  conference  made  the  previous 
dreams  come  true  —  and  they  will  make 
this  one  come  true  also.” 


Celluloid  Pulpit 
Workshop  scheduled 

From  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  Office  comes  announcement 
of  “The  Celluloid  Pulpit  Workshop"  to  be 
held  at  the  Caney  Conference  Center  on 
September  10. 

COM  states  that  “Celluloid  Pulpit  is  a 
time  for  ‘hands-on’  experiences,  a  time 
to  preview  a  variety  of  short  films  in 
context  with  accessory  media,  printed 
materials,  scriptural  references,  and 
selected  contemporary  songs,  religious 
and  secular,  to  help  raise  the  Church’s 
consciousness  of  the  power  of  film  in 
worship  and  education.” 

Celluloid  Pulpit  workshops  are  an 
interdenominational  training  project 
designed  and  co-sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  The 
workshop  at  Caney  will  begin  at  9  A  M. 
and  continue  until  4  P.M.  Registration  is 
$10.00  which  includes  printed  resources 
and  refreshments  to  be  served  morning 
and  afternoon.  Lunch  is  an  additional  $2., 
or  you  can  bring  a  sack  lunch. 

Further  information  is  available  from 
Bennie  Vaughn,  Caney  Conference 
Center.  P.O.  Box  707,  Minden,  La.  71055. 
(telephone -318/377-6756.) 


Young  Adult 


Crowley’s  First  Church  bell  rang 


Workshop  to  be  held 
September  3-5 


At  Crowley’s  First  Church  a  bell, 
recently  reinstalled  on  the  church  lawn, 
is  believed  to  be  the  one  that  hung  in  the 
Methodist  Church  built  in  1889,  first 
house  of  worship  in  Crowley.  It  was  the 
first  bell  to  call  worshippers  together  in 
that  community.  When  the  Crowley 
church  celebrated  the  Bicentennial 
recently,  General  William  C. 
Westmoreland  was  the  speaker,  and  the 
bell  was  rung !  Shown  with  General 
Westmoreland  and  the  bell  are,  from 
left:  Hugh  Rainey,  Administrative  Board 
Chairman;  Mrs.  Mary  Spell,  a  senior 
member;  and  the  Rev.  James  E. 
Christie,  pastor. 


Support  items 
available  from  COM 

Ms.  Bobbie  Washington  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Office, 
Shreveport,  advises  that  new 
supplements  to  the  A-V  Catalog  are 
ready  for  distribution.  Call  or  write  the 
Conference  office  for  yours. 

Also,  audio  visuals  for  the  1976  Fall 
Curriculum  Resources  are  available 
from  the  Conference  Audio-Visual 
Library. 

The  address  in  Shreveport  is  P.  O.  Box 
4325. 


Do  you  know? 

That  The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  officially 
began  operation  on  June  1, 1976,  with 
offices  located  in  1010  Mid  South 
Towers  in  Shreveport,  although  the 
Foundation  had  been  organized  the 
previous  year. 


UNITED  METHODIST 
FOUNDATION 
of  LOUISIANA 
1010  Mid  South  Towers 
Shreveport,  LA  71101 
(318  )  222-86% 
Clyde  S.  Clark  -  Director 


A  Conference  Young  Adult  Workshop 
on  Communication  Skills  has  been  set  for 
September  3-5  at  Camp  Brewer  in  the 
Alexandria  District.  The  announcement 
has  been  made  by  the  Rev.  James  E 
Wilson,  Campus  Minister  at  Northeast 
Louisiana  State  University,  Monroe,  who 
is  in  charge. 

Purpose  of  the  workshop  is  to  develop 
effective  communication  skills  in  order 
to  improve  relationships  and  to  enhance 
leadership  ability.  Dr.  Harvill  Hendrix, 
Assistant  Professor  of  Pastoral 
Theology,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU,  will  be  a  leader. 

Mr.  Wilson  notes  that  enrollment  is 
open  to  young  adult  teams  (pastor,  adult 
worker,  and  young  adults).  The  following 
are  also  urged  to  attend:  members  of  the 
Young  Adult  Task  Force  who  meet  at 
Annual  Conference;  and  District 
Coordinators  of  Young  Adults. 

Housing  will  be  at  Camp  Brewer, 
located  south  of  Alexandria.  Total  cost, 
including  registration,  room  and  board 
and  insurance  is  $15.00. 


Is  this  the  last  of  the  campers? 


Mr.  Cooke,  who  took  the  above  picture  of  Elementary  Camp  «2.  Lake  Charles 
District,  says  that  this  is  “  .  .  .  the  last  camping  picture  "  (However,  if  there 
are  other  Districts,  or  camp  groups  who  have  not  sent  pictures  to  this  newspaper, 
remember  that  we  will  still  run  them.)  There  were  56  campers  in  this  group,  which 
was  directed  by  the  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles.  Assisting  him.  and  shown,  also,  are  Andy 
Pyles.  Rev.  Tom  Crosby.  Mrs.  Joy  Goodreau,  Rev.  Bob  Ford.  Mrs.  Kathy  Green. 
Miss  Patty  Delahoussave.  Mrs.  Margie  Broussard,  and  Mrs.  Gerry  Dommert  (not 
pictured). 


United  Methodist  Women 


announce  program,  leaders 


for  annual  meeting 


Mrs.  Herman  Busch,  Sr. 
Sulphur.  DM  W  President 


More  than  500  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Louisiana  are 
expected  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  at 
Henning  Memorial  Church,  Sulphur  on 
September  17  and  18,  and  an  outstanding 
program  has  been  announced. 

Using  the  theme,  “United  Methodist 
Women  in  Action,”  the  two-day  schedule 
will  include  business  meetings.  Task 
Force  groups,  a  general  dinner  meeting 
and  worship. 

Mrs.  Yvonne  Ferris  of  Central  City, 
Nebraska  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Women’s  Division  and  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  the  keynote  speaker  at  the 
night  session  on  September  17  at  7:30  at 
Henning  Church.  Mrs.  Ferris  is  married 
to  Lislynn  Ferris,  a  farmer-stockman. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  a 
foster  daughter,  and  they  all  attend  the 


Rev.  Warren  Blafeeman, 

.Host  Pastor 

same  open  country  church.  Fairview 
United  Methodist  in  Central  City.  Mrs. 
Ferris  is  active  in  her  own  church,  and  in 
1972  and  1976  was  a  delegate  to  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 
In  1966  and  1971  she  was  a  delegate  to 
World  Methodist  Conferences. 

Registration  for  the  annual  meeting 
will  be  held  from  9:30  a.m.  until  12  noon 
on  Friday.  The  first  session  is  scheduled 
to  convene  at  1:00  p.m..  with  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward  of  New  Orleans. 
Conference  President,  presiding.  At  this 
business  meeting  election  of  officers  of 
the  conference,  for  jurisdiction  and  for 
Women’s  division  will  be  held. 

The  second  session  will  begin  at  3:30 
p.m.  on  Friday,  with  Task  Force  grouos 
telling  how  they  have  solved  various 
problems  in  their  own  organizations.  At  6 


Mrs.  Yvonne  Ferris 
.Keynote  Speaker 

p.m.  a  dinner  meeting  will  be  held  at  W. 
W.  Lewis  Junior  High  School  cafeteria. 

The  Saturday  morning  session  will 
convene  at  8:30  a.m.  for  conducting 
additional  business  and  for  the 
installation  of  officers.  The  meeting  will 
be  climaxed  with  a  celebration  of  Holy 
Communion.  Adjournment  has  been  set 
for  12  noon  that  day. 

Mrs.  Herman  Busch,  Sr.,  Sulphur 
United  Methodist  Women’s  President, 
and  the  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman,  Pastor 
of  the  Henning  church,  are  serving  as 
hosts  for  the  meeting.  The  Lake  Charles 
District  local  units  will  have  sandwiches 
and  cookies  for  lunch  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  and  will  serve  coffee  and 
doughnuts  on  Saturday  morning. 

If  you  have  not  made  your  plans 
already,  do  so  at  once! 


■i  l  ii iir<l  Mrlliodisl  Institution 


Dedicated  to  serving  the  aged  and  the  needy 


Lafon  Home  had  its  beginning 
109  years  ago  when  the  Mississippi 
Mission  Conference  was  bom,  and 
became  the  forerunner  of  all  Meth¬ 
odist  work  among  black  people 
in  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Texas,  and 
Louisiana.  It  was  in  this  same  year  of 
1867  when  Methodist  ministers  and 
Mother  Eliza  Gant,  a  member  of  Wesley 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Sara  Robinson,  a 
member  of  First  Street  Church,  joined 
other  members  of  the  Women’s  Aid 
Society  to  establish  the  "Methodist 
Asylum”  to  care  for  needy,  aged  people. 

This  forerunner  establishment  was  on 
Rampart  Street,  and  later  moved  to  the 
1700  block  of  S.  Liberty  Street  where  in 
1872  the  name  was  changed  to  Lafon  Old 
Folks  Home  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  At  that  time.  Thorny  Lafon,  a 
metal  artist  who  built  many  of  the  iron 
balconies  still  seen  in  the  city,  gave 
$10,000  to  the  home.  The  Lafon  Home  was 
then  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  on  January  29. 1895.  In 
the  same  year  it  was  moved  to  3501  South 
Robertson  Street,  where  it  remained 
until  1949  when  it  was  relocated  at  its 
present  location,  4038  Buchanan  Street. 
This  venerable  institution  has  given 

Louisiana  people  in 

From  the  Bishop’s  office  comes  a  note 
that  the  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  long-time 
pastor  of  The  Southside  Church,  Monroe, 
is  a  new  member-at-large  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Congratulations  to 
Reverend  Joyner. 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Mayo, 
Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital,  attended  a  workshop  on 
Methods  for  the  Child  Care  Worker  this 
summer  in  Topeka.  Kansas  The 


uninterrupted  service  since  its  birth.  We 
remember  gratefully  today  the  pioneers 
of  this  work  who  must  have  given  much 
of  themselves  to  keep  it  alive  and  moving 
ahead  This  remains  the  goal  of  all  those 
connected  with  Lafon  Home,  including 
its  present  director,  Reverend  Alfred 
Pollar.  With  your  help,  the  goals  of 
keeping  Lafon  Home  a  progressive, 
professional  institution  of  service  can  be 
achieved. 

An  extended  care  facility  for  aged 
needy  men  and  women,  Lafon  serves 
approximately  100  residents  at  any  given 
time,  and  there  is  a  constant  waiting  list 
of  prospective  patients.  This  home 
represents  our  conscience  in  the  matter 
of  care  for  the  elderly  indigent  needy 
Lafon  originally  was  an  all-black 
institution,  but  there  are  now  several 
white  enrollees. 

To  qualify  for  admission  to  Lafon,  a 
family  may  contact  the  home  directly  or 
through  a  welfare  agency.  The  home 
then  requires  a  certification  by  a 
physician,  stating  that  the  prospective 
resident  is  in  satisfactory  health  for 
admission.  Ages  of  the  present  residents 
range  from  46  to  102. 

Religious  activities  play  a  major  role 

posts  and  places 

workshop  was  sponsored  by  the 
Menninger  Foundation  in  conjunction 
with  Washburn  University  of  Topeka 
*  *  * 

Ms.  Juanita  Ivie,  formerly 
superintendent  of  Sager-Brown  School, 
has  been  named  Executive  Director  of 
the  Southern  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Mission  Services,  and  is 
located  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  The 
announcement  came  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  that  organization  and  the 
Board  of  Global  ministries. 


in  the  facility’s  program.  Regular  church 
services  are  held  every  Sunday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday.  Also,  Lafon 
provides  transportation  and  attendants 
for  those  residents  who  want  to  attend 
churches  in  the  community. 

This  home,  so  badly  needed,  and 
operating  at  capacity  now,  is  faced  with 
a  major  decision.  There  is  absolutely  no 
other  alternative;  a  new  facility  must  be 
built.  The  old  quarters  have  been 
remodeled,  reworked,  and  rebuilt  too 
many  times.  The  state  fire  marshal  and 
the  state  fire  laws  now  require  a  new 
facility  or  the  abandonment  of  the  old 
facility. 

Lafon  is  owned  by  the  entire  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  is  the  institution 
that  represents  our  conscience,  our  love, 
and  our  care  The  month  of  September 
has  been  designated  the  time  for  the 
acceptance  of  three-  year  pledges  for  the 
new  building.  There  is  an  excellent 
Building  Committee,  marvelous  and 
competent  civic  leaders,  for  the  drive  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  but  the  entire 
conference  must  do  its  part  also.  Pledge 
cards  are  being  distributed  now  by 
district  superintendents  to  the  various 
congregations  and  churches.  Pledges 
will  be  received  and  reported  during  the 
month  of  September  On  a  Sunday  in 
September  designated  as  the  most 
suitable  for  each  church,  pledges  will  be 
taken.  Information  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
your  district  superintendents,  and  they 
will  give  guidance  and  leadership. 

The  entire  facility  will  cost 
approximately  $3,200,000.  Already  we 
have  a  pledge  of  $400,000.  from  the 
Kendall  estate,  and  another  gift  of  $18,000 
from  the  Sarkeys  Foundation.  The  drive 
has  begun.  Every  Methodist  will  have  to 
give  sacrifically  We  know  that  with 
C.od’s  help  and  vour  love  for  the  church, 
the  effort  will  be  successful. 
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We  can’t  put  age  requirements 
on  demands  of  Christian  faith 


Age  is  a  problem  for  cosmetic-loving, 
youth-worshiping  Americans.  Dramatic 
revelations  of  this  problem  are  all 
around,  for  those  willing  to  see,  in  the 
faces  of  old  people  who  feel  they  have 
been  shelved  for  later  and  infrequent 
reference.  Or,  look  at  the  uneasiness  of 
persons  in  their  middle  years  as  they 
face  an  empty  old  age.  By  the  year  2000 
A.D.  one-third  of  the  population  will  be 
consigned  to  the  over-65  “limbo  land”  if 
the  present  course  continues. 

A  “double  slough  off”  is  occurring. 
Many  believe  society  is  continuing  to 
discard  old  people  as  worn-out,  dull, 
dependent  and  useless.  They  also  claim 
many  old  people  become  the  living 

Age,  life-style 
integration 
needs  planning 

The  elderly  are  not  alone  in  their 
charges  that  the  church  is  not  as  truly 
“inclusive”  as  it  should  be  (see  editorial 
above  and  TM/UMR,  Aug.  20).  A  group 
of  single  adults  in  California  also  have 
charged  that  United  Methodism  is  not 
doing  the  job  that  should  be  done  to  make 
them  a  part  of  the  denomination’s 
fellowship  (see TM/UMR,  Aug.  27). 

The  common  complaint  in  both  groups 
seems  to  be  that  while  the  denomination 
has  sometimes  carved  out  niches  for 
special  age  and  interest  groups  in  local 
congregations,  little  is  done  to  integrate 
them  into  the  larger  body  of  believers. 

In  a  church  which  we  believe  sincerely 
desires  to  be  “inclusive,”  and  in  which 
most  local  congregations  have  spent 
much  time  organizing  programs  of 
“specialized  ministry”  to  a  wide  variety 
of  age-level  and  special  interest  groups, 
it  would  be  easy  to  be  defensive  in  the 
face  of  such  charges.  But  those  who 
really  listen  to  the  criticism  cannot  help 
but  hear  a  legitimate  plea. 

In  our  zeal  to  provide  church  school 
classes  and  other  church  experiences 
where  the  elderly,  the  unmarried,  and 
others  can  “be  with  their  own  kind,” 
have  we  not  sometimes  overlooked  the 
need  of  all  persons  to  struggle  together  to 
create  a  church  community? 

Have  we  sometimes  placed  too  much 
emphasis  on  our  differences  without 
giving  adequate  consideration  to  our 
oneness  in  Christ? 

While  it  would  be  unwise  to  suggest 
that  age-level  and  life-style  breakdowns 
for  church  school  classes  and  other 
activities  in  the  local  church  be  totally 
discarded  and  replaced  with 
“integrated”  activities,  it  is  equally 
wrong  to  assume  that  all  activities  must 
be  separated  along  such  predetermined 
lines. 

Just  as  local  churches  carefully  and 
intentionally  plan  into  their  activities 
chances  for  persons  with  common 
interests  and  similar  ages  to  "get 
together,”  it  is  likewise  important  for  the 
church  to  plan  opportunities  for  the 
whole  body  of  members,  or  various 
parts,  to  come  together. 

Too  many  times  in  the  past,  local 
churches  have  left  “integration”  to 
chance  or  to  hopes  than  an  hour  of 
corporate  worship  each  week  would  be 
adequate.  Many  local  churches  are 
finding  that  such  “community”  does  not 
just  happen.  It  must  be  planned. 

We  hope  more  and  more  local 
congregations  will  make  such  planning  a 
part  of  church  life.  We  hope 
intergenera  tional  classes  and  other 
integrated  options  in  church  schools  and 
other  church  activities  will  be  seriously 
considered  throughout  the  denomination. 
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“victims”  of  this  deadly  expectation  by 
giving  up  their  share  of  responsibility  for 
the  vitality  of  society.  (See  TM/UMR 
Aug.  20.) 

Even  more  disheartening  to  these 
critics  is  what  they  see  as  the  conformity 
of  the  Christian  church  to  the  notion  that 
people  outlive  their  usefulness.  Is  it  not 
doubletalk  for  the  church  to  proclaim  the 
“Good  News”  which  affirms  the  worth  of 
each  life  while  at  the  same  time  making 
it  “bad  news”  to  be  over-65  in  the  life  of 
the  church,  either  as  a  member  or  an 
employee?  Is  this  not  a  direct 
contradiction  of  the  Gospel  message? 

In  the  midst  of  this  stagnating 
situation,  it  is  refreshing  to  encounter  a 
71-year  old  woman’s  assault  on  the 
“double  slough  off”  both  in  church  and 
secular  circles.  Margaret  Kuhn,  a  leader 
of  “gray  power,”  refuses  to  be  discarded 
or  to  conform  to  the  common  expectation 
that  to  be  old  .means  worn-out 
dependency  and  uselessness.  She  is  a 
living  contradiction  of  the  stereo¬ 
type,  and  she  is  doing  something  about  it 
in  calling  her  peers  to  be  part  of  a  social 
change.  (See  TM/UMR  Aug.  20  —  “Gray 
Panther”  fights  “wrinkled  babyhood  ”) 

We  support  her  call  for  a  reversal  of 
cultural  attitudes  about  age.  Both  church 
and  society  have  been  irresponsible  in 
the  misuse  of  the  resource  of  age. 

Equally  as  important  is  her  call  to  her 
peers  and  a  reminder  to  the  Christian 
church  of  the  “Good  News”  that  there  is 
always  significant  work  to  do.  There  is  no 
“retirement”  from  the  job  of  healing  and 
reconciling,  of  loving  and  working  in  the 
kingdom,  and  it  is  time  the  church 
started  expecting  folks  to  live  out  all 
their  days,  including  the  last  day, 
committal  to  God’s  mission  here.  * 

The  :  late  theologian  H.  '  Richard 
Niebuhr  said  the  church,  after 
recognizing  so  great  an  evil  (as  “agism” 
is)  has  “the  evident  responsibility”  of 
first  repudiating  these  attitudes  within 
its  own  thinking,  organization  and  action. 
This  becomes  a  direct  demonstration  of 
the  love  of  God  and  neighbor  which 
identifies  the  church  as  the  pioneer 
leading  all  of  society  forward. 

We  would  call  on  every  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  church,  young  and  old, 
to  be  pioneers  in  demonstrating  their 
repudiation  of  “agism”  by  utilizing  the 
resource  of  age  fully  and  gratefully;  to 
be  pioneers  in  changing  local  church  life 
so  each  person  is  responsibly  involved; 
to  be  pioneers  in  effecting  changes  in 
legislation  which  would  free  old  people  to 
full  participation;  and  to  pioneer  in 
building  a  community  of  hope  instead  of 
despair. 

Finally,  every  Christian  should  re¬ 
evaluate  the  meaning  of  Christian 
commitment.  Is  it  for  life?  Or  just  for  65 
years? 


TM/UMR  invites  readers  to  tell 
where  they  found  ‘the  ,church’ 


Where  have  you  experienced  “the 
church”?  Heard  its  song?  Seen  its 
vision?  Tasted  its  wine?  Felt  its 
touch? 

Give  us  a  single  concrete  example 
of  your  personal  experience  in 
“finding  the  church”  in  your  life.  It 
may  have  happened  inside  the  walls 
of  a  church  building  or  on  a  busy  city 
street.  It  may  have  happened  to  you 
alone,  or  to  a  few  individuals,  or  to  an 
entire  congregation.  What  was  it? 
When  was  it?  Where  was  it?  How  did 
you  feel  about  it? 

Tell  us  in  an  essay  of  no  more  than 
250  words. 

Criteria 

TM/UMR  will  pay  $10  for  each 
essay  printed  in  its  columns.  Essays 
will  be  selected  on  the  basis  of 


originality,  interest,  and  effectiveness 
in  inspiring  other  Christians. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  are  no  limitations  on 
subject  matter;  essay  topics  may 
range  from  traditional  to  innovative 
to  unique  expressions  of  the  church. 

2.  The  essay  should  be  250  words  or 
less,  and  preferably  typed  and  double 
spaced. 

3.  The  essay  must  be  based  on  an 
actual  happening. 

4.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  Sept.  15, 1976. 

5.  Each  entry  must  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  and  name  of 
local  church  where  membership  is 
held.  Entries  cannot  be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Reader 
Essays,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


Here  I  Stand 

Salary  gaps  need 
to  be  narrowed 


SEPTEMBER  3, 1 976 


By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 
One  of  the  less  publicized  actions  of  the 
1976  General  Conference  related  to  the 
compensation  of  effective  bishops  during 
the  1977-1980  quadrennium.  Adopted 
was  a  schedule  which  called  for  annual 
salary  increments  of  $1,000  plus  $200  for 
housing.  Thus,  salary  would  advance 
from  $27,000  in  1977  to  $30,000  in  1980, 
while  the  housing  allowance  would  edge 
up  from  $6, 100  to  $6,700. 

Several  preliminary  comments: 

(1)  The  amounts  are  not  excessive 
when  compared  with  the  remuneration 
other  persons  receive  for  equally 
demanding  jobs:  higher  management  in 
business,  industry,  government  and 
education.  For  example,  the 
superintendent  of  our  school  district 
(3,737  pupils)  is  currently  receiving 
$28,710  per  year. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Small  church  deserves  esteem 


To  the  Editor: 

The  insight  demonstrated  by  the  Rev. 
George  Greer  (“Here  I  Stand,” 
TM/UMR,  August  13)  in  his  assessment 
of  the  “institutional  oppression”  which 
limits  the  freedom  of  the  gospel  in  the 
church  seems  quite  profound.  He  has 
seen  clearly  into  the  growing  “secular- 
materialistic”  atmosphere  which  sur¬ 
rounds  not  only  the  laity,  but  also  the 
clergy. 

During  the  month  before  graduation 
from  seminary  the  seniors  were  being 
called  by  district  superintendents  to 
notify  them  erf  their  first  appointments. 
In  general  the  topic  of  conversation  ran 
to  such  subjects  as  “how  big  the  church 
was,”  “how  much  it  paid,”  “what  was 
the  physical  plant  like,”  and  “what  was 
the  parsonage  like.”  I  heard  very  little 
interest  in  the  spiritual  maturity  of  the 
laity  or  in  the  responsiveness  to  the  call 
of  the  gospel  in  peoples’  lives.  In  fact, 
these  first  appointments  were  measured 
not  as  opportunities  to  live  the  gospel,  but 
rather  as  stepping-stones  to  bigger  and 
better  situations. 

This  misdirected  thinking  is  reinforced 
by  the  general  lack  of  training  available 
for  those  serving  small  churches,  not  to 
mention  the  depressing  attitude  some 
church  officials  have  toward  the  small 
church  as  a  place  to  “pay  your  dues.” 
One  need  only  see  the  rosters  of 
conference  positions  to  see  that  ability 
and  zeal  at  times  take  second  place  to 
longevity  and  position. 

The  small  church  needs  to  be  held  in 
proper  esteem,  for  it  is  the  place  for 
great  spiritual  opportunity.  The 
closeness  of  the  people  affords  the 
special  possibility  of  developing  a 
community  of  the  Spirit,  largely 
unavailable  in  large,  pluralistically 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Do  you  know  our  General 
Rules?  Do  you  keep  them?  Mr 


Do  you  know  the  General  Rules  of  our 
church?  Will  you  keep  them? 

Each  year  in  annual  conferences 
across  our  church,  young  men  and 
women  who  are  seeking  ordination  and 
admittance  into  a  conference  are  asked 
these  and  a  number  of  other  questions  by 
the  presiding  bishop. 

I’ve  often  wondered  how  many  lay 
persons  even  know  that  our  church  has 
General  Rules,  and  how  many 
clergypersons  consciously  try  to  keep 
them. 

The  first  groups  of  Methodists  were 
defined  by  John  Wesley  as  “a  company 
of  men  having  the  form  and  seeking  the 
power  of  godliness,  united  in  order  to 
pray  together,  to  receive  the  word  of 
exhortation,  and  to  watch  over  one 
another  in  love,  that  they  may  help  each 
other  to  work  out  their  salvation.” 

The  General  Rules  were  ethical  norms 
set  down  by  Mr.  Wesley  which  the  early 
Methodists  were  expected  to  follow  “as 
evidence  of  their  desire  for  salvation.” 
They  are : 

1.  Doing  no  harm  and  avoiding  evil  of 
every  kind. 

2.  Doing  good  of  every  possible  sort, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  all  men. 

3.  Attending  upon  all  the  ordinances  of 
God. 

Under  “doing  no  harm”  and  “avoiding 
evil,”  are  listed,  among  others:  (1) 
taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain;  (2) 
profaning  the  day  of  the  Lord  by  working 
or  by  buying  and  selling;  (3)  buying  or 
selling  people  with  the  intention  to 
enslave  them;  (4)  fighting,  quarreling, 
brawling  and  “the  using  (of)  many 
words  in  buying  and  selling;  (5) 
uncharitable  and  unprofitable 
conversation;  (6)  doing  what  we  know  is 
not  for  the  glory  of  God,  such  as  putting 
on  gold  and  costly  apparel,  singing  songs 
or  reading  books  which  do  not  tend  to  the 
knowledge  or  love  of  God,  softness  and 
needless  self-indulgence,  and  laying  up 
treasure  upon  earth. 

Under  “doing  good”  to  others,  Mr. 
Wesley’s  list  includes:  (1)  “to  their 
bodies,”  i.e.  giving  food  to.  the  hungry, 
clothing  to  the  naked,  and  by  visiting  and 
helping  the  sick  and  imprisoned;  (2) 
“to  their  souls,  by  instructing,  reproving 
or  exhorting  all”  to  whom  we  relate;  (3) 
giving  preferential  business  patronage 
and  employment  to  others  of  the 
“household  of  faith”;  and  (4)  by 
submitting  to  bear  the  reproach  of 
Christ,  to  be  as  the  filth  and  offscouring 
of  the  world.” 

Under  “attending  upon  the  ordinances 


Dunnam 

of  God,”  Mr.  Wesley  lists:  (1)  the  public 
worship  of  God;  (2)  the  ministry  of  the 
Word,  either  read  or  expounded;  (3)  the 
Lord’s  Supper;  (4)  family  and  private 
prayer;  (5)  searching  the  Scriptures; 
and  (6)  fasting  and  abstinence. 

Mr.  Wesley  put  teeth  into  observance 
of  the  rules  by  adding:  “If  there  be  any 
among  us  who  observe  them  not,  who 
habitually  break  any  of  them,  let  it  be 
known  unto  them  who  watch  over  that 
soul  as  they  who  must  give  account.  We 
will  admonish  him  of  the  error  of  his 
ways.  We  will  bear  with  him  for  a  season. 
But  then,  if  he  repent  not,  he  hath  no 
more  place  among  us.” 

When  we  get  down  to  the  specifics,  our 
General  Rules  do  not  seem  so  easy  or  so 
appealing.  Probably  not  one  United 
Methodist  in  10,000  -  including  members 
of  the  clergy  -  can  claim  “to  keep”  them 
all. 

Of  course,  1976  is  not  1739,  and  today’s 
United  Methodist  Church  is  more  than  an 
enlarged  version  of  the  early  Methodist 
societies.  And  we  don’t  want  to 
encourage  any  new  form  of  legalism.  But 
in  my  opinion,  members  of  our  church 
would  find  their  lives  greatly  enriched  by 
resubscribing  to  the  General  Rules  or 
some  updated  version  of  them  as  a 
means  to  help  us  “work  out  our 
salvation.”  They  provide  standards  that 
most  of  us  sadly  lack  by  insisting  (1) 
upon  a  disciplined  approach  to 
developing  our  spiritual  lives;  (2)  that 
our  faith,  if  it  is  genuine,  must  produce 
outward  acts  of  faith;  and  (3)  that 
Christians  bear  a  responsibility  for  the 
spiritual  health  of  one  another  and  should 
hold  one  another  accountable. 

If  we  take  seriously  our  General  Rules, 
we  might  see  fewer  flashy  new  clothes  in 
church;  we  would  see  more  people  in 
church  more  often;  we  would  hear  less 
idle  chatter  and  more  substantive  ideas; 
we  would  see  family  life  strengthened  by 
prayer  and  Bible  study  in  our  homes;  we 
would  see  fewer  instances  of  church 
people  stuffing  themselves  overfull  with 
food  just  before,  or  just  after,  talking 
about  world  hunger;  we  would  again 
hear  God’s  name  as  the  object  of  prayer 
and  adoration  more  frequently  than  we 
hear  it  used  with  a  four-letter  word;  and 
we  would  generally  reaffirm  to  ourselves 
and  to  others  that  following  Jesus  Christ 
is  serious,  full-time  business. 

It  will  mean  some  alterations  in  my 
behavior,  but  I,  for  one,  am  going  to 
begin  trying  “to  keep”  our  General  Rules 
with  new  seriousness.  Will  you  join  me? 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


diverse  churches.  If  now  is  the  time  for 
the  UMC  “to  do  some  serious  thinking 
about  itself”,  let  that  thinking  begin  with 
the  Conference  leadership’s  attitudes 
toward  the  small  church. 

Charles  Stopford 
Mayo,  Florida 

Christians  not  sinners 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  about  Ed  Robb 
by  Bud  Herron  in  the  August  20  issue,  as 
an  evangelist  in  the  “Good  News” 
movement,  I  think  Mr.  Robb  needs  to 
search  the  scriptures  regarding  his 
statement,  “We  are  all  sinners,  and  I 
want  my  ministry  to  reflect  my 
knowledge  of  that.”  The  born  again 
Christian  is  not  a  sinner  as  is  stated  in  St. 
John  1:12,  II  Cor.  5:17,  I  John  1:6-7,  I 
John  3: 1-10  and  in  many  other  places. 

Mr.  Robb  is  preaching  from  Romans 
3:10-23.  He  just  might  be  in  that  group 
that  Paul  is  speaking  about.  It  just  might 
be  that  the  “Good  News”  movement 
should  let  Mr.  Robb  go  his  own  way.  He 
should  know  there  are  two  kinds  of 
people  in  the  world,  Christians  and 
sinners.  I  think  our  preaching  would  be 
more  effective  if  we  would  preach  and 
teach  that  the  power  of  God  changes 
sinners  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  the 
children  of  God. 

Sam  Hughes 

.  Lobelville,  Tennessee 

Article  in  error 
To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  very  much  the  article  on 
Rudolf  Bultmann  that  appeared  in 
TM/UMR  of  August  13. 

But,  just  for  the  record,  my  statement 
was  not  that  “the  judgment  of  history 
will  be  that  he  (Bultmann)  is  the  one 
theologian  ‘par  excellence’!”  but  rather, 
that  “the  judgment  of  history  will  be  that 
he  is  the  one  contemporary  theologian 
par  excellence.”  That  one  word  “con¬ 
temporary”  makes  all  the  difference 
between  a  statement  that  I  find  virtually 
meaningless  and  one  for  whose  truth  I’m 
prepared  to  argue. 

Therefore,  I  hope  you’ll  arrange 
somehow  to  set  the  record  straight-either 
by  publishing  the  relevant  sentences  in 
this  letter  or  in  any  other  way  that  you 
deem  to  be  appropriate. 

Schubert  M.  Ogden 
Dallas,  Texas 

If  ho  is  niv  brother ? 

To  the  Editor : 

Two  letters  in  the  August  20  issue  of 
TM/UMR  perplex  me.  One  captioned 
“violence  is  wrong”  says  that  “to  claim 
as  Christian  a  violent  shedding  of  blood 
...  is  a  most  reprehensible 
rationalization.”  Generally,  I  agree  and  I 
was  disappointed  when  so  few  in  my 
church  spoke  out  boldly  against  the 
Christmas  bombing  of  North  Vietnam 
(During  the  nine  days  following 
December  18,  1976,  the  U.S.  Air  Force 
dropped  more  bomb  tonnage  on  North 
Vietnam  than  the  German  Luftwaffe 
dropped  on  the  cities  of  England  during 
the  six-year  war.) 

We  don’t  press  for  amnesty  for  all  who 
resisted  that  “war”  although  the 
Commander-in-Chief  was  granted  a 
complete  and  unconditional  pardon.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  I  and  my  people  had 
suffered  the  systematic  violence  which 
the  great  majority  of  the  natives  of 
southern  Africa  have  experienced 
because  they  were  born  black,  I  am  not 
at  all  sure  that  I  would  not  resort  to 
violence. 

The  second  letter  referred  to  a 
“whitewash  of  the  record  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.”  The  author  seems 
to  equate  liberation  movement,  Marxist, 
communist,  socialist,  and  guerilla.  We 
would  not  be  celebrating  the  anniversary 
of  our  Independence  this  year  if  all 
guerillas  had  been  suppressed? 

One  cannot  assume  that  all  capitalists 
are  Christian  and  all  communists  are 
unchristian.  In  1976  I  choose  to  rely  on 


Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  for  the  truth 
about  southern  Africa  rather  than  upon 
something  from  the  Reader’s  Digest  of 
1971.  Who  is  my  brother?  He  is  a  person 
with  whom  I  can  share  God’s  love.  I 
happily  support  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  because  that  body  helps  me  to 
recognize  my  brother. 

M.  T.  Bird 

San  Jose,  California 

Prayers  for  bishop 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  your  August  6  article  about 
our  African  bishops  coming  out  for 
temporary  violence  to  liberate  their 
people.  I  read  in  tears.  Many  of  us  in 
Missouri  have  known  Bishop  Muzorewa. 
He  was  a  student  at  our  Methodist 
college  here.  He  has  been  in  fellowship 
with  us  across  the  years . 

I  remembered  bringing  him  by  car 
from  Kansas  City  to  a  district  visit.  He 
was  so  tired.  I  asked  him  to  lean  his  head 
back  and  take  a  nap.  But  just  before  that, 
I  was  the  one  who  had  made  a  remark 
about  our  human  reluctance  to  get 
crucified.  He  replied,  “No,  not  sleep.  I’d 
rather  we  talk  some  more  about  being 
crucified.”  I  told  him  I  didn’t  know 
anything  about  it,  except  whenever  I  got 
up  close  to  being  crucified,  I  always  drew 
back.  We  talked  more  on  this  reluctance 
and  he  let  out,  “But  every  time  there  is 
crucifixion,  there  is  a  resurrection  and  a 
new  life!” 

I  came  to  realize  where  the  bishop  was. 
He  was  ready  to  be  crucified.  And  in 
those  days  he  was  struggling  with  the 
white  leadership  of  his  nation  to  open  up 
justice  for  his  people  -  and  with  his  people 
to  use  passive  strategies.  And  I  realized 
how  authentic  was  his  Christian  spirit 
and  how  dedicated  he  was  to  his  people 
and  his  faith  in  Christ.  Hardly  ever  have 
I  met  a  more  humble  person. 

It  has  been  after  great  suffering  and 
great  stubbornness  of  the  white 
leadership  that  this  bishop  has  moved  to 
a  new  position.  I,  for  one,  cannot 
condemn  him.  He  is  still  in  my  prayers, 
and  my  love.  J.L.Hartz 

Lebanon,  Missouri 


William  Sanford 

(2)  I  don’t  for  a  moment  doubt  that  the 
money  is  being  placed  in  the  care  of  good 
stewards.  The  bishops,  I  would  guess  are 
generous  in  giving,  judicious  in  spending, 
wise  managers  of  all  they  receive. 

(3)  I  acknowledge  a  certain  unfairness 
in  singling  out  the  bishops  for  comment 
when,  I’m  told,  an  increasing  number  of 
local  pastors  receive  similar  sized 
salaries. 

(4)  Never  in  this  world  will  we  be  free 
of  all  inequities.  Witness  the  usual  gulf 
between  what  a  20  year  armed  forces 
chaplain  makes  and  his  civilian 
counterpart. 

But  after  all  the  “mitigating 
circumstances”  have  been  noted,  I  still 
feel  constrained  to  declare: 

I  object  to  the  widening  dollar  gap 
between  the  rank  and  file  clergy  and  the 
leadership  elite.  Let  me  illustrate  using 
figures  from  my  own  California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference.  Our  1956-57 
Conference  Average  Salary  was  $4,874 
including  $812  for  housing.  In  1956-57  all 
bishops  in  the  effective  relationship 
received  $15,500  including  $$3,000  for 
housing.  Our  1976  Conference  Average 
Salary  has  risen  to  $10,833.  Meanwhile, 
remuneration  has  for  our  bishops  has  this 
year  reached  $31,900,  of  which  $5,900  was 
designated  for  housing.  Thus,  the  dollar 
gap  has  expanded  from  $10,626  to  $21,067. 

(I  grant  that  the  comparison  is  inexact 
since  the  “Conference  Average  Salary” 
is  computed  on  the  basis  of  salaries 
actually  paid  two  years  prior.  That 
means  the  gap  is  not  quite  as  great  as  I 
have  portrayed  it;  however,  an  offsetting 
factor  is  that  salaries  of  superintendents 
are  included  in  the  “Average  Salary” 
computation.  So  the  rank  and  file  lag 
approximately  as  I  have  suggested.) 

Now  I  do  not  object  to  a  gap.  Given  our 
long  tradition  in  this  country  of 
conforming  to  the  standards  of  the 
general  culture,  it  is  hardly  to  be 
expected  that  there  would  not  be  a 
sizeable  salary  differential.  But  I  do 
regret  the  fact  that  the  two  graph  lines 
appear  to  be  diverging  more  and  more. 

I  further  lament  the  marked  increases 
of  high  salaries  at  the  same  time  that 
some  other  salaries  remain  appallingly 
low.  An  instance:  the  1976  Conference 
Average  Salary  for  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference  is  only  $3,580.  Let’s  face  it 
frankly.  Families  drawing  such  salaries 
can  scarcely  afford  health  insurance, 
may  be  denied  even  modestly  priced 
vacations,  teeter  on  the  brink  of 
bankruptcy  if  their  children  require 
orthodontia. 

In  my  view,  money  and  status  tend  to 
be  too  closely  associated  in  this  country. 
I  say  that  partly  in  the  light  of  my 
experience  on  exchange  in  New  Zealand 
two  years  ago.  There  I  learned  that 
“Kiwi”  Methodism  hews  very  closely  to 
a  “standard  minimum  stipend”  set  by  a 
committee  of  the  Conference.  Even  the 
“President  of  Conference,”  the  closest 
thing  to  a  bishop  they  have,  receives  the 
same  “stipend”  as  all  the  rest  of  the 
preachers  plus  a  token  annual 
honorarium  of  NZ$150.  Similarly,  the 
elected  district  chairmen  (who  serve 
churches)  receive  the  uniform  salary.  I 
found  that  even  those  who  would  stand  to 
gain  under  our  system  endorsed  theirs.  A 
former  President  of  their  Conference 
told  me,  “This  system  has  served  us  well 
as  a  ministry  and  a  Connexion  in  terms  of 
fraternal  feeling,  equity  between  circuits 
and  the  facility  in  stationing 
procedures.” 

Perhaps  we  will  never  adopt  the 
practice  of  the  New  Zealand  church.  But 
I  do  voice  this  plea  to  the  church  at  large: 
in  the  years  ahead,  let  us  give  greater 
attention  to  the  poor  in  our  midst;  let  us 
work  to  narrow  some  gaps;  let’s  not 
disproportionately  favor  the  favored. 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
William  C.  Sanford,  is  pastor  of  Crescent 
City  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Crescent  City,  California 
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OCTOBER  3, 1976  —  Christians  around  the  world  Join 
in  spiritual  fellowship  at  the  Lord's  Supper  on  Oct.  3.  At  this 
"global"  table  we  realize  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  unites  us,  no 
matter  what  our  color,  race  or  nationality.  Be  present  on  this 
most  significant  day  as  the  United  Methodist  Church  receives  a 
World  Communion  Offering  to  support:  Crusade  Scholars  • 
Minority  Scholars  •  United  Methodist  Chaplains 


Write  for  information 

and  World  Communion  Sunday 

maleriafs  to: 

United  Methodist 
Communications, 

1200  Davis  St., 

Evanston,  III.  60201 
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U.M.  collegians  to  organize  again 

Nsw  student  movement  is  possibility  on  notion  s  compuses 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Will  the  Methodist  student  movement 
be  reborn?  The  final  decision  is  not  in 
yet,  but  indications  point  to  the 
possibility  of  its  rebirth  in  the  coming 
year. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  not 
sponsored  a  college  age  organization 


with  officers,  conferences  and  published 
materials  since  the  former  Methodist 
Student  Movement  (MSM)  voted  itself 
out  of  existence  in  the  late  1960s.  The 
MSM  did  that  in  order  to  unite  with  the 
ecumenical  University  Christian 
Movement  which  subsequently  dissolved 
itself  in  1969. 

No  national  United  Methodist  inter- 


Campus  ministry  report 
may  ease  tensions 


('.AT  fights  Haiti's  child  killer 
PORT  AU  PRINCE,  Haiti—  A  Haitian  child  receives  a  vaccination  in  the  village  of 
Chapelle  St.  Yves  “Crusade  Against  Tuberculosis  (CAT),  an  ecumenical  project 
partially  funded  here  by  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Since  last  November  the  CAT 
medical  team  has  vaccinated  more  than  100.000  children  here  against  tuberculosis 
—  a  disease  which  contributes  to  a  50  percent  death  rate  of  all  children  born  here 
before  they  reach  12  years  old.  About  95  percent  of  the  children  in  Haitian  villages 
touched  by  the  program  so  far  have  been  vaccinated  under  the  program.  Efforts  are 
continuing  to  reach  as  many  of  the  nation’s  2.5  million  children  as  possible. 

CAT,  as  well  as  Grace  Children’s  Hospital  here,  are  funded  to  a  major  degree  by 
“Advance  Special”  designated  gifts  through  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR). 

Mexican  Methodists 
back  Billy  Graham 

will  tend  to  renew  the  battle  against 
Protestantism.” 

Not  all  Protestants  who  reacted  to  the 
interview  disagreed  with  the  priest’s 
comments.  Ruben  Castaneda,  who  has 
served  as  general  secretary  of  the 
Mexican  Federation  of  Protestant 
Churches,  said  he  felt  Father  Vanderhoff 
did  not  go  far  enough. 

According  to  Mr.  Castaenda,  Mr. 
Graham’s  emphasis  on  personal 
salvation  will  do  “incalculable  harm  to 
Mexican  Protestants  and  to  the  nation’s 
effort  to  integrate  all  its  resources  to 
overcome  underdevelopment.” 


MEXICO  CITY  ( RNS)  -  A 
controversy  has  arisen  here  over  a 
Franciscan  priest’s  criticisms  of 
evangelist  Billy  Graham’s  crusade 
messages  and  methods.  And  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Mexico  has  sided 
with  the  American  evangelist. 

Father  Franz  Vanderhoff,  coordinator 
of  the  Center  of  Ecumenical  Studies 
here,  was  quoted  in  a  front-page 
interview  in  Novedades,  a  daily 
newspaper,  as  having  said  that  the 
evangelist  and  his  team  “use  the  vehicle 
of  religion  to  promote  positions  which 
glorify  and  defend  the  American 
system.” 

Commenting  on  plans  for  a  Graham 
crusade  in  Mexico  City,  which  has  not  yet 
been  definitely  scheduled,  Father 
Vanderhoff  accused  the  evangelist  of 
“practicing  a  type  of  religiosity  based  on 
capitalism.”  He  also  charged  that  Mr. 
Graham  has  ties  with  the  U.  S.  Central 
Intelligence  Agency  (CIA). 

According  to  “Christianity  Today” 
magazine.  Mr.  Graham  “expressed 
surprise  at  the  priest’s  attack  in  the  light 
of  the  fact  that  members  of  the  Catholic 
hierarchy  have  welcomed  him  to  many 
nations."  The  evangelical  fortnightly 
reported  that  “he  denied  the  charge  of 
CIA  links  as  well  as  the  other 
accusations." 

Father  Vanderhoff’s  comments 
produced  angry  reactions  from  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Mexico,  which  had 
been  cooperating  with  the  programs  of 
his  ecumenical  center. 

Methodist  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz  of  the 
Central  Mexico  Area  sent  the  priest  a 
note  declaring:  “We  hereby  sever  all 
relations  between  the  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Center  of  Ecumenical  Studies. 
Please  take  us  off  your  lists  and  don’t 
count  on  our  annual  contribution.” 

Prof.  Gonzalo  Baez-Camargo.  a 
Methodist  who  was  president  of  the 
ecumenical  center’s  board  for  three 
years,  asserted  that  under  Father 
Vanderhoff’s  leadership,  the  agency  has 
“undergone  infiltration  and  occupation 
by  Marxist  elements  and  ‘fellow 
travelers.’  ”  He  warned  that  “Father 
Vanderhoff’s  medieval  intransigence 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  A  new  study  to  be 
released  this  fall  may  go  a  long  way 
toward  easing  some  major  tensions  with 
United  Methodism’s  campus  ministry. 

Dr.  Michael  Elliott,  director  of  the 
church’s  National  Commission  on  Higher 
Education,  told  TM/UMR  that  tentative 
conclusions  reached  in  the  commission’s 
report  would  dispell  what  some  have 
seen  as  tensions  between  campus 
ministry  and  other  areas  of  the  church, 
as  well  as  hopefully  provide  an  opening 
for  dialogue. 

Based  on  its  research  the 
commission’s  recommendations  will 
deal  with  campus  ministry  relations  to 
church-related  colleges,  local  church 
leadership  and  ecumenical  groups  in 
addition  to  other  matters. 

Dr.  Elliott  said  the  commission  is 
“keen  on  dispelling  what  some  have 
perceived  as  competition  between 
church-related  colleges  and  campus 
ministry.  They  are  not  adversaries.  We 
found  that  the  theological  reasons  why 
the  church  is  in  mission  in  higher 
education  parellels  and  is  highly 
consistent  with  why  Campus  ministry  is 
there. 

“Campus  ministry  is  in  fact,"  he  said, 
“a  ministry  of  the  church  and  like  all 
other  ministries  has  a  specific  locus 
where  it  takes  place.  Of  course,  campus 
ministry  is  not  a  college;  it  is  first  a 
ministry  and  second,  a  unique 
environment.  But  the  two  are 
compatible.” 

The  commission  also  finds  a  trend 
toward  more  involvement  of  local 
churches  near  the  campus  in  campus 
ministry,  he  said.  Instead  of  completely 
separate  programs  and  building  for  the 
campus  —  which  sometimes  in  the  past 
have  caused  friction  between  church  and 
campus  —  new  patterns  of  staffing  and 
programming  are  developing.  Many 
campus  ministers  are  coming  on  the 
staff  of  a  local  church  while  local  church 
members  engage  part-time  in  campus 
ministry. 

The  commission  will  recommend 


continued  involvement  in  ecumenical 
ministries,  often  another  point  of  tension. 
“The  utility  and  practicality  of  resources 
and  finances  as  well  as  the  theological 
reasons  make  the  ecumenical  mode 
essential,"  Dr.  Elliott  said.  “At  the  same 
time  we  need  options  so  we  don’t  get  lost 
as  United  Methodists." 

The  director  said  the  commission 
intends  to  collect  more  data  with  a 
questionnaire  it  is  sending  this  week  to 
almost  500  U.M.  campus  ministers.  Not 
only  will  this  form  provide  the  church 
with  comprehensive  statistical  data 
about  programs,  finances,  personnel  and 
goals  of  campus  ministries,  but  hopefully 
the  commission  can  offer  back  to  local 
campus  ministry  boards  a  process  to 
assist  them  in  identifying  and 
implementing  goals  to  accomplish  their 
task  on  their  campus. 

“There  is  a  great  future  in  campus 
ministry,”  Dr.  Elliott  said.  “There  are 
some  real  success  stories  across  the 
country  while  in  other  places  it  isn’t 
going  too  well.  Campus  ministry  is 
having  to  adapt  its  style  to  its  changing 
clientele.  College  students  are  no  longer 
simply  the  18-24  year  olds.  The  age  span 
is  much  wider,  there  are  more  part-time 
students  and  the  community  colleges 
require  a  new  response.  ’  ’ 

The  commission,  independently 
constituted  and  charged  to  study  the 
UMC’s  formal  involvement  in  higher 
education  and  campus  ministry,  is 
publishing  its  findings  in  book  form  and 
reporting  regularly  to  the  church’s 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 


collegiate  student  movement  now  exists, 
although  the  church  ministers  through 
247  local  ecumenical  “united”  campus 
ministries  and  179  Wesley  Foundations. 

Changes,  however,  are  taking  place: 

•  In  the  first  meeting  in  almost  10 
years  of  United  Methodist  campus 
ministers  last  April,  they  voted  to  hold  a 
national  student  conference  ard  directed 
a  small  group  to  implement  u; 

•  A  petition  to  “take  seeps  toward 
developing  a  denominational  student 
movement”  was  passed  by  General 
Conference  and  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Higher  Educatijn  and  Ministry 
(BHEM) ; 

•The  new  BHEM  executive  related  to 
campus  ministry  “favors”  a  student 
movement. 

Indications  of  the  change  began  to 
surface  this  year  when  108  U.M.  campus 
ministers  meeting  in  Marylhurst,  Ore., 
prior  to  General  Conference  last  spring, 
adopted  a  resolution  by  a  narrow  vote 
calling  for  a  national  student  convocation 
to  be  held  in  1977. 

The  Rev.  Dulaney  Barrett,  chaplain  at 
Oklahoma  City  University,  said  students 
need  and  want  the  exposure  to  ideas 
and  the  challenge  from  new  people  that 
come  from  regional  and  national 
conferences.  “We  need  to  get  out  of  our 
parochialism  and  we  usually  can’t  do  it 
in  a  local  setting  alone,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Barrett  told  TM/UMR  he  believes 
“we  need  a  strong  denominational 
movement  to  help  develop  leaders  in  the 
life  and  mission  of  our  church  now  and  in 
the  future.  Where  is  the  church  to  get  its 
informed  and  intelligent  leaders  if  not 
from  the  college  ranks?” 

He  also  believes  a  strong 
denominational  movement  will 
strengthen  ecumenical  relations.  “When 
our  students  know  their  own  heritage, 
they  can  better  talk  to  and  benefit  from 
students  from  other  backgrounds,”  he 
said. 

Other  persons  are  not  so  sure.  The  Rev 
Allen  J.  Burry,  university  minister  at 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown, 
Conn.,  told  TM/UMR  he  feels  an 
exclusively  United  Methodist  conference 
or  movement  would  not  be  as  helpful  to 
students  as  one  that  was  more  broadly- 
based  interdenominationally.  “I  don't 


think  the  slim  margin  of  vote  by  the  U.M. 
campus  ministers  was  a  real  clear 
signal,”  he  said.  “I  would  feel  shakey 
doing  a  big  major  conference  without 
more  support.” 

Mr.  Burry  also  warned  that  “we  must 
be  careful  not  to  try  to  recreate  the 
movement  of  the  1950s.  We  must  find  the 
appropriate  medium  for  our  time.  Yet, 
my  hunch  is  that  if  we  are  sensitive  to  the 
booby-traps,  the  problems,  that  lie  in 
wait  out  there,  we  can  probably  do 
something  that  will  be  helpful  to  the 
grass-roots  and  needs  of  students  where 
they  are." 

The  petition  passed  by  General 
Conference  asking  for  the  development 
of  a  United  Methodist  student  movement 
originated  on  the  Oklahoma  City 
University  campus.  The  Oklahoma 
Conference  adopted  it  and  presented  it  to 
the  churces  highest  legislative 
conference.  Mr.  Barrett  said  students 
came  to  him  saying  they  felt  the  need  for 
a  national  student  conference.  He 
believes  the  passage  by  General 
Conference  is  a  mandate  to  BHEM  to 
implement  the  proposal. 

Nashville  cannot  “create"  a  student 
movement,  the  Rev.  Joe  L.  Gipson,  new 
BHEM  executive  for  campus  ministry 
told  TM/UMR.  “It  cannot  come  from  the 
top  down.  What  we  can  and  will  do  is 
create  the  potential  for  it  to  happen  and 
offer  the  resources  of  the  church.  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  student  movement." 

Mr.  Gipson  became  associate  general 
secretary  for  the  board  this  summer, 
coming  directly  from  the  Washington, 
D  C  campus  of  Howard  University 
where  he  served  the  last  five  years  as 
Wesley  Foundation  director  and 
university  chaplain 

In  a  related  matter,  the  campus 
ministers  at  the  Marylhurst  meeting  also 
voiced  “overwhelming  consensus"  that 
U.M.  campus  ministers  “be  called  into 
convocation  every  other  year, 
alternately  on  the  jurisdictional  and 
national  level.”  The  need  for  frequent 
gatherings  was  expressed  by  one  person 
in  a  workshop  who  said,  “I  have  been  a 
campus  minister  for  six  years  and  I  don’t 
know  anyone  outside  my  conference.  I 
feel  no  sense  of  United  Methodist 
connectionalism.” 


Time  away  from  the  war 

Irish  youth  bask  in  American  calm 


Methodist  women  in  Dublin 
join  Irish  peace  march 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 

DUBLIN  —  After  seven  long  years  of 
bombings,  vicious  maimings,  murders, 
criminal  madness  and  obscene  crippling 
of  family  life  perpetuated  by  less  than 
one  percent  of  the  people.  Protestant  and 
Catholic  women  in  both  Ulster  and  Eire 
are  lifting  up  their  bare  heads  and 
crying,  “Enough!” 

The  deaths  of  three  little  Maguire 
children,  felled  recently  by  a  speeding 
car  full  of  armed  insurgents  in  a  Belfast 
working  people’s  ghetto,  started  peace 
marches  in  both  Irish  capitals.  Placards 
and  prayers  promised  action  that  years 
of  negotiating  had  not  achieved. 

The  Dublin  march  began  at  the  gate  of 
St.  Patrick’s  College  where  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women  was 
meeting  in  their  1976  world  wide 
assembly  (see  TM/UMR,  Aug.  27).  They 
had  heard  President  O.  Dalaigh  of  the 
Republic  of  Ireland  describe  John 
Wesley’s  courage  in  facing  unfriendly 
mobs.  They  also  heard  from  their  sisters 
in  Northern  Ireland  that  some  10,000 
women,  most  of  them  Catholics  but  many 
members  of  Methodist  and  other 
Protestant  churches,  had  marched  and 
stood  silent  in  the  presence  of  trouble¬ 
makers. 
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They  did  not  need  descriptions  of  what 
war  had  done  to  a  whole  generation  of 
children  wandering  through  streets  filled 
with  rubble,  trying  to  find  a  place  to  play 
(if  indeed,  they  remembered  how  to 
play)  in  a  world  of  boarded-up  windows 
and  closed  doors,  streets  littered  with 
scrap  metal,  burnt  bricks  and  broken 
glass. 

Two  Northern  Ireland  women  — 
Dorothy  Ross,  wife  of  a  Methodist 
minister  in  East  Belfast  and  Sheila 
McKinistry,  wife  of  a  shipbuilder  — 
came  with  accounts  of  the  enthusiasm 
that  the  peace  movement  had  awakened 
among  both  Catholics  and  Protestants. 

“All  past  efforts  to  help  us  have  fallen 
short,"  they  insisted,  or  protested,  in  the 
name  of  the  children,  against  the  endless 
maneuverings  of  the  British  government 
and  the  Republican  movement.  “We 
believe  that  only  basic  Christianity 
involving  both  Protestants  and  Catholics 
can  solve  our  problems.  The  time  to  act 
for  our  children’s  sakes,  if  not  for  our 
own,  is  not  tomorrow  or  the  day  after,  but 
today." 

As  the  Rev.  Richard  Greenwood, 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Ireland  said,  the  future  rests  with  the 
people  of  God,  and  “it  is  the  set  of  the 
sails  and  not  the  gales  that  determine  the 
way  the  nation  goes.”  In  Northern 
Ireland  he  finds  a  social  hurricane, 
mighty  and  formidable,  tearing  at  the 
church,  but  he  urges  church  people, 
whether  Protestant  or  Catholic,  not  to 
give  way  to  their  hates  6r  fears. 

The  hundreds  of  Methodist  women 
from  more  than  50  countries  who  walked 
down  Drumondra  Road  to  pray  in 
Griffith  Park  could  identify  with  their 
sisters,  Protestants  and  Catholics,  in 
Belfast.  One  of  them  said:  “I  have  three 
children  and  I  remembered  Mrs. 
Maguire  and  her  three  so  cruelly 
murdered.  We  could  hope  and  pray  and 
work  together  with  the  mothers  of  all  the 
world."  ,  , 

The  300  women  who  took  part  in  the 
vigil  here  included  delegates  from 
Methodist  Churches  around  the  world, 
visitors  from  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  World  Union  of  Catholic 
Women’s  Organizations,  Lutheran  World 
Federation,  Church  Women  United, 
USA,  World  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches,  Catholic  Women's  Federation 
of  Ireland,  and  Women’s  World  Day  of 
Prayer. 

They  silently  walked  in  single  file  to  a 
park  near  St.  Patrick’s  Training  College 
where  they  stood  for  ten  minutes  in 
prayerful  silence.  Dr.  Nelle  Morton,  a 
Presbyterian  from  the  United  States  who 
gave  a  major  address  at  the  Methodist 
women’s  assembly,  opened  the  prayer 
vigil  with  the  words:  “Sisters,  we  hear 
your  pain.” 


By  P  AT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 
WILMINGTON, 

Del.  -  Young  David 
Wright,  14,  doesn’t 
think  he  will  see 
nuch  of  his  new¬ 
found  Roman 
Catholic  friends 
now  that  they’re 
back  home  in  war- 
torn  Northern  K  7^ 

Ireland.  But  “when  David  Wright 
we  do  see  one  another,  I  think  we  can 
keep  being  friends." 

If  his  hunch  is  right,  then  the  Ulster 
Project  —  a  unique  humanitarian  effort 
which  brought  together  30  Irish  Catholic 
and  Protestant  teenagers  in  this  city  last 
month  —  was  undoubtedly  a  success. 

And  the  Rev.  Charles  Greene, 
associate  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC  here 
and  program  coordinator  for  the  project, 
was  right:  any  move,  no  matter  how 
small,  toward  reconciling  young  people 
who  have  lived  as  strangers  in  the  same 
land  is  a  start  that  can  lead  almost 
anywhere. 

Like  other  youth  exchange  programs, 
these  youngsters’  three-week  stay  with 
American  host  families  was  filled  with 
fun  and  travel  and  new  experiences.  It 
was,  as  David  said  gleefully  about  his 
visit  with  the  Charles  Ross  family, 
“French  toast  and  tacos  and  blueberry 
pie." 

But  this  project  also  had  a  bigger  job  to 
do.  “A  pizza  party  is  more  than  a  pizza 
party,"  Mr.  Greene  told  TM/UMR,  when 
it’s  shared  by  people  who  have  grown  up 
in  an  atmosphere  of  hatred  and  distrust. 

The  young  people,  ages  14  to  16,  came 
to  Wilmington  from  Portadown,  a  town  of 
21,000  in  the  heart  of  the  “Murder 
Triangle"  around  Belfast.  Here  in 
“neutral  territory,”  Mr.  Greene  said, 
without  peer  or  parent  pressure,  the  15 
Catholic  and  15  Protestant  students  could 
rub  elbows,  make  friends  and  hopefully 
form  positive  relationships  that  would 
last  when  they  got  back  home. 

Hopefully,  too,  he  said,  they  would  see 
that  the  U.S.  isn’t  perfect,  either,  but  that 
people  with  diverse  backgrounds  can, 
with  effort,  learn  to  live  together  in 
peace. 

The  project  was  sponsored  by  “Pacem 
In  Terris,"  an  ecumenical  organization 
here  which  fosters  brotherhood.  It  was 
not  accomplished  easily.  When  a 
Catholic  couple  from  Wilmington 
journeyed  to  Portadown  last  winter  to 
meet  with  community  and  religious 
leaders,  parents  and  youngsters,  the 
meeting  site  had  to  be  changed  twice 
because  of  threatened  violence.  There 
was  some  apprehension,  he  says  — 
parents  were  concerned  that  Catholics  be 
placed  in  Catholic  homes  here, 
Protestants  with  Protestants  —  yet  there 
was  also  “an  honest  desire  that  their 
children  find  a  better  way  of  life  and 
begin  to  eliminate  the  misunder¬ 
standings."  The  young  people  selected 
were  described  as  potential  leaders  in 
their  community. 

Placing  them  in  Wilmington  was 
definitely  not  a  problem,  Mr.  Greene 
said.  More  than  250  offers  to  host 
students  flooded  in  Mrs.  Charles  Ross, 
whose  family  are  members  at  St.  Paul’s, 


said  her  family’s  job  in  entertaining 
David  Wright  was  simple  and  enjoyable: 
to  give  him  “  a  nice  quiet  vacation.  These 
young  people  needed  a  period  of 
openness,  reprieve.  It  was  wonderful  to 
have  him  here  and  make  him 
comfortable.” 

With  St.  Paul’s  as  control  center  for  a 
full  range  of  activities  and  travel,  David 
and  the  other  youth  had  plenty  of 
opportunity  for  interaction,  both  with 
their  American  teen  hosts  and  with  one 


another.  Mr.  Greene,  who  said  the 
project,  after  some  initial  tensions,  went 
“amazingly  well."  is  already  having 
another  chance  to  evaluate.  In  Dublin  for 
the  World  Methodist  Council  meeting  last 
week,  he  was  looking  forward  to  visiting 
his  former  proteges  in  Portadown. 

With  luck,  he  says,  there’ll  be  another 
group  of  Portadown  youngsters  in 
America  next  summer,  and  perhaps 
some  more  lifelong  barriers  will  go 
down. 


First  Church  changes  the 
Svay  things  usually  are’ 


By  PRISCILLA  LEATHERS 
MESA,  Ariz.  —  Thirty-five  percent  of 
this  country’s  United  Methodists  attend 
worship  service  on  Sunday  mornings, 
according  to  statistics. 

In  Christian  churches  50  percent  of  the 
membership  gives  90  percent  of  the 
budget,  and  10  percent  of  the  members 
do  90  percent  of  the  work. 

These  lackluster  figures  are  nothing 
new.  But  here  on  the  corner  of  First 
Avenue  and  Center  Street  is  a  church 
which  has  reversed  these  figures. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  on  that 
downtown  corner  boasts  a  72  percent 
average  attendance  at  Sunday  worship, 
and  90  percent  of  its  members  contribute 
to  the  budget. 

First  Church  has  the  largest  church 
school  attendance  of  any  church  in  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference 
(formerly  the  Southern  California- 
Arizona  Conference),  and  yet  it  is  15th  in 
size.  It  also  has  300  involved  in  the 
summer  camping  program. 

“As  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  church 
any  place  that  has  that  many  people  in 
camp,”  says  the  Rev.  James  Bussey, 
associate  minister  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Hayden  S.  Sears,  senior  pastor, 
says  “When  you  consider  the  fact  that  we 
are  a  downtown  church  with  no  parish  of 
our  own,  the  attendance  at  both  worship 
services  and  church  school  is  amazing." 

The  secret  of  the  vitality  of  the  church, 
according  to  Dr  Sears,  is  the 
proliferation  of  small  groups.  “Over  half 
our  adult  membership  meets  in  face-to- 
face  groups,"  he  says.  “In  a  church  this 
size  the  ministers  don’t  know  everyone 
They  can’t.  But  everyone  can  belong  to  a 
small  group  of  loving,  caring  individuals 
who  pray  for  and  help  each  other  .  " 

There  are  over  60  groups  around  the 
church,  with  650  in  on-going  classes  other 
than  Sunday  monring  and  495  in  short 
term  classes. 

The  numbers  of  children  and  youth 
involved  are  equally  large,  with  400 
children  and  200  youth  active  in  the 
church. 

Two  important  groups  in  the  church 
are  the  Tongan  and  Spanish 
congregation.  These  groups  meet  at  11 
a  m.  Sunday  mornings  for  worship 
services  in  their  own  languages. 

More  than  50  people  have  been  added 
to  those  attending  Sunday  School  since 
the  first  of  the  year,  which  Dr.  Sears 
attributes  mainly  to  three  groups  newly- 
formed.  They  are  for  single  people  with 
children,  young  married  couples  and 
young  single  adults. 


“People  in  the  20-30  age  group  and 
single  parents  are  neglected  by  the 
church  generally,”  says  Mr.  Bussey,  who 
has  been  developing  the  church’s 
educational  program.  “We  want  to  reach 
out  and  bring  them  into  the  church.  ” 
Besides  Sunday  School  classes  for 
every  age  at  both  8:30  and  9:45  a  m.,  the 
church  has  a  choir  program  which  begins 
at  age  four  and  which  includes  two  bell 
choirs. 

First  Church  is  the  only  church  in 
Arizona  which  has  an  ongoing 
Yokefellow  program.  Yokefellow  is  an 
outgrowth  of  the  work  of  two  men,  Cecil 
Osborne  and  Dr.  William  R.  Parker. 

The  purpose  of  the  groups  is  spiritual 
growth  Members  take  psychological 
tests  and  receive  weekly  evaluation  slips 
focusing  on  personality  aspects  which 
are  barring  their  growth  in  Christian 
commitment  and  experience. 

The  summer  camp  program  has  been 
developed  over  the  last  10  years  by 
layman,  Carl  Heath,  and  assistant 
Ministers,  Bob  Simpson  and  James 
Bussey. 

There  is  no  financial  campaign  at  First 
Church,  but  on  pledge  Sunday  in 
November  the  people  bring  in,  or  mail  in, 
their  pledge.  The  result  of  this  giving  is  a 
$1.5  million  property  that  is  practically 
debt  free. 

“Being  a  downtown  church,  we  provide 
space  for  many  community  groups,” 
says  Dr.  Sears.  One  of  these  is  Mesa 
Parent  Study,  a  Phoenix  College 
sponsored  class  for  parents  who  are 
interested  in  the  latest  child-rearing 
information  plus  practical  discussion  of 
family  problems. 

Another  community  service  of  the 
church  is  Mother’s  Day  Out  nursery 
which  provides  inexpensive  child  care 
for  pre-schoolers  on  weekday  mornings. 

“One  of  the  unique  things  about  our 
church  is  that  we  run  the  church  with 
only  two  full-time  secretaries,  sixty 
people  give  part-time  work,  including 
folding,  stapling  and  mailing  the  church 
newsletters  every  week,"  Dr  Sears 
stated. 

In  looking  over  the  program  developed 
during  his  11  years  at  First  Church,  Dr. 
Sears  says,  “This  does  not  in  any  way 
mean  that  we  have  ‘arrived.’  We  have 
enough  problems  in  our  total  program  to 
keep  us  humble  and  keep  us  working.  But 
we  have  also  sufficient  success  to  keep  us 
encouraged  as  we  work  " 

Ms.  Leathers  is  a  free  lance  writer  and 
a  member  :f  the  church. 
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Resettled  refugees  ‘making  it’, 
problems  remain,  director  says 


irnts  of  prayer.  i>h‘itsurt>  for  the 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  Delegates  bow  their  heads  in  prayer  as 
a  benediction  is  delivered  by  Rabbi  Israel  Miller  of  New  York 
to  close  the  first  session  of  the  Republican  National  Convention 
here.  Prayers  were  offered  at  the  convention  by  a  variety  of 
clergy  and  lay  people,  including  Dr.  Daniel  L.  Towler,  United 
Methodist  campus  minister.  Los  Angeles. 

Criminal  personality  studied 

Conversion  called  best  therapy 


KANSAS  CITY.  Mo.  -  President  Ford  (right)  enjoys  a  laugh 
as  his  Vice-Presidential  choice.  Sen.  Robert  Dole  of  Kansas, 
tells  a  news  conference  here  that  he’s  ‘‘very  glad  we  were  in” 
to  receive  the  telephone  call  during  which  the  President  asked 
him  to  be  his  running  mate.  Sen.  Dole  is  a  United  Methodist. 
Mr.  Ford  is  an  Episcopalian,  religious  news  service  photo 


WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  '(RNS)  - 
“Conversion”  to  a  whole  new  lifestyle 
and  rigorous  moral  education  will 
change  criminals,  rather  than 
conventional  therapy  or  better  prisons, 
two  doctors  at  a  federal  mental 
institution  here  have  concluded. 

In  a  major  new  study  of  the  criminal 
personality,  Dr.  Samuel  Yochelson,  a 
psychiatrist,  and  Dr.  Stanton  E. 
Samenow,  a  psychologist,  say  mental 
illness  or  a  poor  home  environment  are 
merely  excuses  for  criminal  conduct. 

Dr.  Yochelson,  70,  left  a  thriving 
psychiatric  practice  at  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  15 
years  ago  to  establish  a  program  at  St. 
Elizabeths  Hospital  here  to  investigate 
criminal  behavior.  Dr.  Samenow,  34, 
joined  him  six  years  ago. 

The  results  of  their  research,  which 
involved  thousands  of  hours  with 
criminals  committed  there,  is  detailed  in 
a  book,  “The  Criminal  Personality.” 

Their  study  has  forced  them,  they  say, 
to  reluctantly  abandon  the  search  for  the 
causes  of  crime,  discount  mental  illness 
as  a  contributing  factor  and  discredit 
“psychologic  and  sociologic  excuses.” 

The  two  doctors  say  they  have 
concluded  that  rehabilitation  of  the 
criminal  requires  “a  ‘conversion’  to  a 
whole  new  lifestyle  ...  a  total 
destruction  of  a  criminal’s  personality, 
including  much  of  what  he  considered  the 


‘good’  parts." 

Dr.  Yochelson  said  in  an  interview  with 
the  Washington  Star  that  during  his  first 
five  years  of  his  research  program,  when 
he  used  traditional  psychiatric  methods, 
he  experienced  only  frustration. 

He  said  the  criminals  he  spoke  with 
“made  fools  of  us.  They  turned  us 
around,  and  in  their  usual  way,  exploited 
us  for  their  own  purposes.  They  became 
criminals  with  insight  into  their  past,  but 
criminals  nonetheless.  In  fact,  insight 
gave  them  more  material  to  excuse  their 
behavior.” 

Therefore,  they  decided  to  abandon 
their  relatively  permissive  attitudes  for 
a  firmer,  direct  approach.  Whereas 
previously  they  had  avoided  the  word 
“criminal”  in  their  sessions  feeling  they 
were  dealing  with  mentally  ill  people, 
they  began  using  the  word. 

They  attempted  to  bring  out  and 
sustain  the  criminal’s  disgust  with 
himself,  instead  of  trying  to  assuage 
feelings  of  guilt,  as  they  would  with  a 
non-criminal  patient. 

The  doctors  say  this  approach  let  them 
break  through  self-serving  stories 
criminals  at  first  told  when  more 
traditional  therapeutic  methods  were 
used. 

A  criminal  “knows  the  difference 
between  right  and  wrong,  but  the 
application  of  this  knowledge  is  based  on 


Suit  faced  over  refusal 
to  rent  to  unwed  couple 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  To  Marian 
Moes  Balkins,  some  things  are  more 
important  than  state  laws. 

Like  God’s  laws,  she  says.  They 
supersede  “man’s”  laws. 

Mrs.  Balkins,  a  Roman  Catholic  and 
the  mother  of  six,  refused  to  rent  an 
apartment  to  an  unmarried  couple  last 
September. 

Now  she  has  been  advised  by  the 
Minnesota  Department  of  Human  Rights 
that  a  complaint  has  been  filed  against 
her  by  Alan  Everding  of  Minneapolis,  for 
discriminating  against  him  on  the  basis 


.  tne  poorest  country 
Western  Hemisphere 

.  where  UMCOR  is  helping  a 
proud  people  rehabilitate  and 
develop  their  own  country 
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United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  1200  Davis  St., 
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Center,  Board  of  Global 
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Companion  poster  and  leaflet, 
both  titled  Land  of  Endless 
Mountains,  available  from  Ser¬ 
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Fall  Healing  Seminar  Abroad! 

A  10-hour  seminar  in  "The  Why  and  How  of  Christian 
Healing”  will  be  held  in  connection  with  a  9-dav 
holiday  on  the  sunny  Dalmatian  coast  of  Yugoslavia. 
October  23-31. 1976  Group  limited  to  20.  All-inclusive 
roundtrip  package,  with  first-class  hotels:  S949  Con¬ 
tact  Rev  Larry  Althouse.  4412  Shenandoah  Ave 
ftallas.  Tex  75205.  <214)  521-2522 
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what  is  expedient  for  him  at  the  time," 
they  say. 

The  book  says  none  of  the  criminals 
interviewed  thought  he  was  evil.  Each 
thought  himself  basically  good,  but  while 
committing  a  crime  he  could  abruptly 
shut  off  internal  deterrents,  such  as 
conscience. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

After  less  than  a  year  in  the  U.S., 
possibly  80  percent  of  the  Indochinese 
refugees  (Vietnamese,  Cambodian, 
Laotian)  are  “fairly  well  on  their  way  to 
self  sufficiency,”  officials  estimate. 
United  Methodists  sponsored  about  6,000 
of  the  131,000. 

Problems,  of  course!  Any  group  of 
people  scooped  up  from  one  place  and 
dumped  in  another  will  have  problems, 
said  23-year  refugee  resettlement 
veteran  Jan  S.  F.  van  Hoogstraten,  New 
York,  director  of  the  Church  World 
Service  (CWS)  resettlement  program. 

“We  must  stick  with  it  a  little  longer,” 
he  said,  because  even  though  the  over-all 
picture  is  good,  some  problems  persist: 
(1)  “secondary  migration”  as  people 
begin  to  move  around;  (2)  job  training 
and  placement;  (3)  upgrading  English 
language  skills;  (4)  underemployment; 
and  (5)  the  scandalous  misuse  of  special 
refugee  funds  in  some  states  and 
counties. 

“Sponsoring  churches,  as  a  whole, 
have  done  ‘an  excellent  job,’  ”  Mr.  van 
Hoogstraten  said.  CWS  resettled 
approximately  35,000;  United  Methodist 
churches  in  partnership  with  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  worked  under  the  CWS 
umbrella. 

James  J.  Thomas  of  the  UMCOR  office 
told  TM/UMR  that  churches  are  “not 
complaining”  although  as  many  as  50 
percent  continue  to  subsidize  a  refugee 
family  to  some  extent.  UMCOR,  as  the 
back-up  to  local  churches,  is  continuing 
to  respond  to  extraordinary  financial 
needs. 

One  of  the  biggest  problems  hitting 
CWS  assistance  centers  in  the  ‘sun  belt’ 
areas  of  Texas  and  California, 


of  his  marital  status. 

The  state  statute  says  in  part  that 
“.  .  .  it  is  unfair  discriminatory  prac¬ 
tice  ...  for  an  owner  ...  to  refuse 
to  rent  any  real  property  because  of  race, 
color,  creed  .  .  .  (or)  marital  status  .  . 

The  building  caretaker  had  shown  the 
complainant  the  apartment  before  he 
called  her,  Mrs.  Balkins  said.  “I  asked 
him  when  he  and  his  wife  wanted  to  move 
in  and  he  said,  ‘Oh,  it’s  not  my  wife,  it’s 
my  girlfriend.’  I  told  him  then  that  I 
wouldn’t  rent  them  the  apartment.” 

“I  told  him -that  if  he’d  marry  her  they 
could  have  the  apartment.  There’s  a  law 
against  fornication,  so  I  just  couldn’t  give 
them  the  apartment.” 

As  for  the  state  statute  that  says  an 
owner  cannot  refuse  to  rent  property  on 
the  basis  of  marital  status,  she  said, 
“There  are  good  laws  and  there  are  bad 
laws.  When  man  makes  a  bad  law,  it 
should  be  taken  off  the  books.  Besides, 
God’s  law,  which  forbids  that  type  of 
thing,  supersedes  man’s  law,’’  she  said. 

Mr.  Everding,  a  self-acknowledged 
agnostic,  said  Mrs.  Balkins  told  him  that 
what  he  wanted  to  do  was  “against  the 
Ten  Commandments.  She  had  no  right 
to  say  those  things  and  no  right  to 
discriminate  against  me  because  of  my 
religious  beliefs,”  he  said.  “Besides, 
there  is  no  commandment  that  says  an 
unmarried  man  and  woman  can’t  share 
an  apartment.”  Mr.  Everding  said  he  did 
not  know  specifically  what  he  was  going 
to  ask  for  in  the  way  of  a  settlement. 


Rock-around-clock  pays  off 

DENVER  -  How  would  you  like  to  raise  $1,250  by  sitting  and  rocking?  These  youth 
from  Park  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  here  recently  raised  that  amount  with  a  24- 
hour  “Rock-a-thon.”  Friends  sponsored  each  youth  at  a  minimum  of  ten  cents  an 
hour  while  the  youth  rocked  to  music,  television  and  games.  Proceeds  were  split 
between  Core-City  projects  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  and  their  own 
mission-work  trip  this  summer  to  Ft.  Totten  Indian  reservation  in  North  Dakota. 

PHOTO:  ROCKY  MT.  UM  REPORTER 


-Book 


review- 


"Underground  Manual  for  Ministers’ 
Wives,”  by  Ruth  Truman,  Abingdon 
Press,  1974. 175  pp.,  $4.95. 

BY  BARBARA  GEE 

Ruth  Truman  rests  her  case  in  the  end 
upon  a  premise  with  which  I  wholly 
agree:  that  it’s  pretty  great  being  a 
minister’s  wife. 

In  a  few  spots  along  the  way,  however, 
it  gets  to  be  pretty  tough  sledding  ...  a 
little  heavy  on  the  problems  ...  a  little 
light  on  the  joys.  In  her  12  sad  and  happy 
chapters  the  author  gives  a  very 
readable  sketch  of  the  rich  experiences 
in  the  life  of  a  minister’s  wife. 

The  first  chapter  says  to  start  with 
“Me."  Who  am  I,  other  than  a  minister’s 
wife?  Hopefully  somebody  .  and  that 
somebody  .  .  .  real!  Good  quote:  “If  ever 
a  woman  has  an  opportunity  to  use 
everything  she  is  capable  of  doing,  it  is  as 
the  wife  of  a  pastor.” 

Then  the  author  takes  a  close-up  look 
at  “the  man”  ...  the  minister  ...  my 
husband.  There  are  brief  touches  on 
minister  and  wife  regarding  church 
fights,  church  politics  and  growing  older. 
One  chapter  deals  with  the  wife’s 
relationship  to  him  sexually. 

Along  the  way,  Mrs.  Truman  gives  the 
wives  three  big  tasks  to  do  for  him:  (1.) 
Know  his  job  but  don’t  do  it  for  him;  (2.) 
Act  as  a  lay  person  to  help  him;  and  (3.) 
Keep  him  well  balanced. 

Next  comes  consideration  of  the 
“super  children”  of  the  “super  man”  - 
P.K.’s,  preacher’s  kids.  (They’re  the 
wife’s  too!  Why  aren’t  they  ever  called 
P.W.K.’s?)  Mrs.  Truman  says  like 
father,  they  usually  do  whatever  they  do 
in  a  big  way!  And  they  need  what  any  kid 
needs:  love,  understanding  and  lots  of 
our  time.  (That  last  item  is  where  the  rub 
comes  at  our  house.  You.  too? ) 

The  “Love  Thy  Neighbor”  chapter 
tells  us  how  to  cope  with  the  church 
people.  And  by  using  the  Master’s  Plan  — 
love  —  Mrs.  Truman  is  surely  on  solid 
and  safe  ground. 

Chapters  six  to  nine  overlap  somewhat 


particularly,  is  the  wave  of  “secondary 
migration."  The  Rev.  Dean  Hancock, 
with  CWS  in  California  said  many 
families  are  leaving  their  original 
sponsorship  in  the  northeastern  and 
midwestem  states  and  moving  to  the 
south  and  west.  Reasons  vary. 

Climate  is  a  major  factor,  apparently, 
but  family  relationships,  employment 
opportunities,  or  simply  that  “the  grass 
looks  greener  somewhere  else”  figure 
into  the  movement. 

Mr.  van  Hoogstraten  told  TM/UMR 
there  is  no  answer  to  this  problem.  He 
said.  "We  are  not  a  police  state;  we  can’t 
and  won’t  keep  people  from  moving.  "  He 
said.  “We  do  a  lot  of  counseling  and  we 
encourage  a  family  to  have  one  member 
go  ahead  to  look  over  a  new  situation 
before  all  move.” 

Fifty  Church  World  Service  centers 
scattered  across  the  the  country  provide 
a  back-up  system  for  local  church 
sponsors  and  for  refugees  who  make  a 
move.  Mr.  Hancock  said  the  main  focus 
of  the  centers  is  job  development  and 
increasing  language  ability. 

A  new  four  county  demonstration 
project  in  California  in  vocational  and 
language  training  is  going  into  operation 
this  fall  to  help  those  unemployed  and 
underemployed,  Mr.  Hancock  said.  The 
Los  Angeles,  Orange,  San  Diego  and  San 
Francisco  adult  education  schools  will 
get  people  ready  for  job  placement  under 
the  new  program. 

In  the  beginning  it  was  announced  that 
the  refugees  would  have  a  few  problems 
finding  adequate  employment  because 
most  of  the  heads  of  households  had 
marketable  skills  and  adequate  language 
capabilities. 

As  it  has  turned  out,  these  assumptions 
are  just  another  indication  of  how  little 
government  agencies  knew  about  the 
Vietnamese  people  in  spite  of  the  long 


U.S.  involvement  in  Vietnam,  according 
to  the  Rev.  David  Lintner. 

Mr.  Lintner  works  with  Project  AID  in 
Houston,  Tex.,  in  the  only  community 
agency  devoted  solely  to  serving 
Indochinese  refugees.  The  non-profit 
agency  is  funded  through  CWS, 
contributions  and  the  state  welfare 
department.  Project  AID  has  received  a 
special  citation  from  the  U.S. 
Government’s  Refugee  Task  Force  for 
excellence  in  refugee  resettlement. 

Unrealistic  estimates  of  job  skills  and 
of  the  U.S.  job  market,  plus  a  lack  of 
language  skills  have  necessitated  longer 
term  assistance  than  first  hoped.  With 
"sticking  with  it”  still  needed,  Church 
World  Service  now  is  the  only 
resettlement  agency  with  any  money  left 
to  help.  Volunteer  agencies  received  $500 
per  refugee  resettled.  CWS  gave  each 
person  a  grant  of  $110  and  put  the 
balance  in  escrow  for  funding 
community  based  support  centers  and 
meeting  individual  emergencies. 

With  the  federal  program  scheduled  to 
run  out  in  Sept.  1977,  Mr.  van 
Hoogstraten  said  welfare  people  are 
getting  scared  of  the  likely  increases  on 
their  rolls.  He  said  the  real  scandal, 
however,  is  in  some  states  and  counties 
which  are  sitting  on  the  special  federal 
monies  they  received  for  refugee 
assistance. 

He  said  a  “high  level  investigation” 
should  be  made  in  the  state  of 
Washington  which  is  the  most  flagrant  in 
not  using  these  funds  to  help  get  people 
resettled.  The  reasons  have  nothing  to  do 
with  people’s  feelings  about  Vietnam,  he 
believes,  but  are  simply  matters  of 
internal  politics. 

“We  can  make  noise  about  these  cases 
but,  of  course,  they  are  completely  out  of 
our  control  as  a  volunteer  agency,”  he 
concluded. 


World  body  combats 
racism  with  grants 


Pastors’  wives:  a  sad-happy  tale 


in  their  grappling  with  matters  of 
parsonages,  moving,  entertaining  and 
money.  These,  of  course,  can  all  raise 
huge  issues  in  parsonage  family  life,  but 
do  not,  or  should  not,  play  as  important  a 
part  as  the  persons  in  the  drama  .  .  . 
parson,  wife,  kids  and  parishioners.  If 
the  people  get  straight,  these  things  will 
take  care  of  themselves. 

Put  a  star  beside  chapter  10.  This 
should  be  the  most  important  chapter  in 
the  book:  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
minister’s  wife.  I  believe  this  largely 
determines  the  tone  of' things  in  every 
other  department,  but  surprisingly,  it  is 
the  shortest  chapter  in  the  book.  (The 
longest  chapter?  Money! ) 

The  author  is  too  realistic  elsewhere 
for  me  to  believe  she  thinks  most 
minister’s  wives  are  on  their  way  to 
sainthood  already  so  not  much  needs  to 
be  said  about  things  of  the  spirit.  Not 
true!  Here,  too,  we  definitely  need  all  the 
help  we  can  get! 

The  last  two  chapters  also  attest  to 
Mrs.  Truman’s  effort  to  be  current  and 
realistic.  They  tell  of  Women’s  Lib  and 
the  minister’s  wife,  and  the  temptation 
or  decision  to  “quit  the  ministry.”  Her 
treatment  of  these  touchy  subjects  Js 
honest  and  open.  The  Women’s  Lib 
chapter  may  not  interest  all,  but  if  there 
are  any  of  “our  order”  who  can  say 
they’ve  never  for  a  moment  considered 
quitting  .  .  .  Quick!  Feel  your  back!  .  .  . 
You  may  be  sprouting  wings ! 

The  book  can  be  read  for  the 
entertainment  value  or  the  good  advice 
one  may  find  in  it.  Take  your  pick.  Either 
way,  it’s  great  to  receive  a  bit  of  heart-to- 
heart  from  a  bright  and  beautiful 
member  of  the  sisterhood  of  “M.W.’s” 
who’s  glad  she  is. 

Barbara  Gee  has  been  married  20 
years  to  her  minister-husband.  Leo.  who 
presently  is  pastor  of  St.  Paul  UMC. 
Amprillo.  Tex..  Northwest  Texas 
Conference.  Tney  have  four  daughters 
and  )Mrs.  Gee  now  has  her  first  “paid" 
job.  she  says,  as  program  director  of  the 
local  YWCA 


GENEVA  (RNS)  -  The  Central 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  has  allocated  $560,000  from  its 
controversial  fund  against  racism  to  37 
groups  in  19  countries. 

A  large  part  of  the  funds,  $275,000,  is 
directed  to  causes  in  southern  Africa. 
Black,  Indian,  Chicano  and  Puerto  Rican 
agencies  in  the  United  States  will  share 
$70,000. 

Since  the  fund  was  created  in  1970,  $2.1 
million  has  been  awarded,  some  to  black 
nationalist  groups  in  .  Africa,  stirring 
widespread  debate  and  causing  several 
denominations  to  withdraw  support. 

At  its  recent  meeting  here,  the  WCC 
Central  Committee  reviewed  its  criteria 
used  to  award  grants,  and  reaffirmed 
that  the  money  is  specified  for 
humanitarian  services,  such  as  health 
and  educational  activities,  social 
services  and  legal  aid. 

Major  emphasis  in  the  latest  grants 
continues  on  southern  African 
organizations  with  about  $275,000  going 
to  the  African  National  Congress  of  South 
Africa,  Pan  Africanist  Congress  of 
Azania,  South-West  Africa  People’s 
Organization,  South  African  Congress  of 
Trade  Unions,  and  the  Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia)  “liberation struggle.” 

Four  U.S.  groups  received  $15,000 


NEEDING  PEWS? 


Factory  Representatives 
Located  Nationwide 
□VERHOLTZER 

Church  Furniture.  Inc. 

P  O  BOX  4039  •  MODESTO.  CA  95352 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  (BOO)  344-7162 


each:  American  Indian  Movement,  Delta 
Ministry,  United  Farm  Workers  and 
Puerto  Rico  Solidarity  Movement.  The 
Legal  Defense  Fund  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Colored  People  got  $10,000. 

Grants  totaling  $20,000  went  to  Haitian 
Refugee  Concerns,  Africa  News  and  the 
Washington  Office  on  Africa,  all 
headquartered  in  the  United  States. 

The  Central  Committee  also  approved 
continuation  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute 
atBossey,  with  a  reduced  budget. 

Dr.  Paul  Crow  Jr.,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Christian  Unity  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
Indianapolis,  was  elected  institute 
moderator.  He  said  further  cost 
reductions  would  be  made,  but  added 
that  adequate  funding  to  train 
ecumenical  leaders  at  the  institute  is  a 
“test  of  those  churches  that  are 
committed  to  leadership  development 
for  the  future  of  the  ecumenical 
movement.” 


Holy  Land  Tour 

Israel,  Egypt 

11  Days -$949 
Leaves  Oct.  25,  1976 

Milton  J.  Cook 
3325  S.  Carrollton  Ave. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70118 


Classified 


RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

ENJOY  YOUR  CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAY  in  HAWAII. 
Depart  Dallas  or  your  home  city  December  26.  $556. 
United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours,  Box  3129.  Waco. 
Tex  76707. _ 

FROM  MARXISM  TO  ORTHODOX 
CHRISTIANITY:  a  Bulganov  Anthology  by  James 
Pain  and  Nicolas  Zernov  available  through  all 
bookstores  from  Westminster  Press,  Philadelphia. 

ILLUSTRATED  BIBLE,  reduced  now  through 
October,  just  $4.35  .  320  pages.  1000  pictures.  Send 
check  to:  John  Cherian,  Methodist  Church,  Dover 
Plains.  N  Y  12522. _ 

ORGAN  FOR  SALE:  Hammond  A-100  two-manual, 
full  pedal  board,  excellent  condition.  Perfect  for 
small  church,  individual  <713  )  681-2212. 

WANTED:  USED  31-INCH  CAST  CHURCH  BELL 
Give  condition  and  price  to  P.O  Box  1163,  Cleveland, 
Tenn.  37311 

EUROPE-16  DAYS— April  '77.  Write  Rev.  Glenn 
Quam.  4501  Bloomington,  Minneapolis.  Minn.  55407 
for  brochure.  $987  all  expenses  paid.  Covers  Italy. 
Holland,  Germany.  Switzerland,  Austria,  France. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St., 
Oakland.  Calif  94612. _ _ 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist.  Fully- 
accredited.  Co-educational  two-year.  University- 
parallel.  Dedicated  faculty.  Financial  assistance. 
Maximum  enrollment:  300  students.  Strong 
Development  Program.  Music  Honors  in 
International  competition.  Direct  transfer 
programs.  Phi  Theta  Kappa  (Honorary  Society) 
chapter  among  top  ten  in  nation  for  four  consecutive 
years,  Cuthbert,  Georgia  31740.  (912)  732-2171. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  -  30  years  in 
business  Samples,  price  lists,  testimonials  sent  on 
request.  412-A  South  St.  Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75201, 
'  2 1 4  >  747-4540 _ 

SPEND  PLEASANT  HOURS  at  Hartley  Towers  - 
Retirement  Residence  Rooms  efficiency  -  suites 
Near  churches  shopping  ahea  Temple.  Texas 


DELUX  MOTOR  COACH  tours  with  experienced 
escorts,  prices  include  everything  except  noon  day 
meals  -  no  tipping  -  no  hidden  extras  -  full  refund 
policy  -  Grand  Ole  Opry  -  July  23  departure,  4  days 
$150.  California  Circle  tour  -  2  departures  June  and 
July  15  days  $525.  Eastern  Canada  -  Gaspe 
Peninsula  -  New  England,  June  25  departure,  also 
September  Foliage  departure,  19  days  $753.  Pacific 
Northwest.  August  7  and  8  departure,  22  days  $860. 
New  England  fall  foliage.  September  27,  13  days 
$545.  Write  for  brochure  and  day  by  day  details:  Dan 
Dipert  Tour,  Box  580,  Arlington,  Tex.  76010.  (817)  265- 


WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS.  Box  506, 
Elizabethtown,  Ky.  42701.  (502  )  769-5900.  October  25, 
10-Day  Israel  Ml  Sinai  December  9.  18-Day  Holy 
Land.  Net  rates  for  groups  Orient  and  Hawaii. 
Kentucky’s  largest  Christian  tour  operator.  Will 
customize  any  tour.  _ _ 

GROUPS  -  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  Great  Passion 
Play  -  America's  No.  1  Drama!  Tickets,  lodging, 
recreation  &  meals,  only  $11  a  person  at  KELLER'S 
COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT,  Rt.  1,’ Eureka  Springs. 
Ark  72632;  Phone  (501)  253-8418. _ 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed  for 
growing,  mission-minded  congregation.  Emphasis 
on  youth  program.  Degree  in  Christian  Education, 
Methodist  background  desired.  Salary  open.  St 
John’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Cypress  Gardens 
Blvd..  Winter  Haven,  Florida  33880 _ _ 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord,”  13c  each,  100,  $12.00; 
stickers.  "God  Loves  You,"  3c;  plus  postage. 
Crosses,  Apex.  N.C  27502. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby  a 
home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist  Mission 
Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  a  complete,  confidential 
service  on  your  problems.  Good  living  situation, 
warm  acceptance,  best  medical  care,  expert 
counseling  and  continuing  high  school  education. 
Call  or  write:  Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  6487  Whitby 
Rd  ,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY. 

AT  PRICES  YOU 
CAN  AFFORD 

I1  Ion  crs  (  ushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MI5-9203 


Keene,  Texas  76059 
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]  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $3.00  per  year 
Send  all  subscription 
requests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 
1114  American  Bank  Building 
200  Carondelet  St 
New  Orleans.  Louisiana  70130 
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ivanhoe  Church  to  receive  LIC  encourages  United  Methodist  Women  meet  next  week 


1000  Club  first  call 


Ivanhoe  Church,  Lafayette  to  receive  first  1000  Club  call 


The  First  Call  of  1976-77  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  1000  Club  is 
scheduled  to  go  to  the  Ivanhoe  Church  in 
the  Lafayette  District.  Located  in  a 
suburb  of  Lafayette,  the  church  was 
organized  March  12.  1961  with  a  charter 
membership  of  22. 

This  year,  with  121  members,  the 
Ivanhoe  Church  received  its  first  full 
time  minister,  the  Rev.  Randy  Gammill. 

Ivanhoe  is  attempting  to  keep  pace 
•wit,h  the  rapidly  growing  area  in  which  it 
is  located.  A  Building  Committee  and 
Building  Fund  have  been  established  to 
replace  the  existing  100-seat  educational 
building  which  now  serves  as  a 
Sanctuary  .  The  $20,000  to  come  from  the 
first  1000  Club  Call  this  Conference  year 
will  be  applied  on  this  new  plant. 

The  1000  Club  is  a  voluntary 
organization  made  up  of  Louisiana 


United  Methodists  who  contribute 
regularly  to  help  build  churches  in  our 
Conference.  Each  member  is  asked  to 
give  $10  three  times  a  year,  a  total  of  $30 
annually.  The  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Laity  supervises  the  program 
throughout  the  state,  with  a  director  in 
each  district. 

The  First  Call  began  September  1,  and 
will  continue  through  November.  The 
Second  Call  has  been  designated  for  the 
Arabi  and  Second  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  New  Orleans,  and  will  go  out 
for  the  months  of  December  -  February. 
The  Third  Call  has  been  designated  for 
the  new  Aldersgate  Church  in  Slidell,  and 
will  be  made  during  the  months  of 
March,  April  and  May  1977. 

Each  Call  is  for  $20,000,  and  every 
church  member  is  invited  to  join  the 
Club! 


support  to 
improve  prisons 

“The  Churches  of  Louisiana  support 
the  improvement  of  our  prisons  in 
Louisiana.  Also  they  encourage 
programs  of  prisoner  rehabilitation.” 
This  was  the  message  that  the  Rev. 
James  L.  Stovall,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference, 
brought  to  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  of  the  Louisiana  House  of 
Representatives  on  August  16. 

The  Committee  was  considering  the 
$90  million  dollar  bill  for  the  sale  of  bonds 
to  improve  the  state’s  prisons.  A  special 
session  of  the  legislature  had  been  called 
in  response  to  Federal  Judge  West  that 
the  prisons  are  inadequate  and 
immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  serve 
adequately  the  needs  of  prisoners. 

The  LIC  for  four  years  has  had  an 
education  program  to  encourage 
correction  reform.  Mr.  Stovall  pointed 
out  “.  .  The  basis  for  our  concern  is  not 
the  demands  of  the  court,  but  a  sense  of 
Christian  responsibility. 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
is  a  conference  of  nine  denominations, 
including  the  United  Methodist.  Offices 
are  located  at  440  North  Foster  Drive, 
Suite  220,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70806. 


School  never  ended  for 


record  numbers  of  young  people 


Fifty-five  students  and  teachers  at  Gueyden.  Getting  ready  for  the  ice  cream  social  at  First  Church, 


Franklin. 


Fifth  graders  —  a  part  of  the  965  who  attended  Bossier  City's  First  Church  VCS. 


Most  of  our  children  in  the  conference 
officially  went  “back  to  school”  a  few 
days  ago;  but  for  many,  school  was 
never  out  at  all.  This  was  due  to  the  large 
number  of  successful  Vacation  Church 
(Bible)  Schools  held  in  and  sponsored  by 
our  churches.  This  newspaper  has 
received  news  of  some,  and  pictures  of  a 
few.  ( If  you  have  pictures  or  news  about 
your  VCS.  please  send  them.) 

From  the  brief  reports  gathered,  the 
indication  was  that  this  was  the  best  year 
yet.  and  there  is  an  increasing  interest  in 
this  summer  activity. 

Vivian  Church.  Louis  M.  Coppage, 
Pastor,  reports  a  total  of  47  children 
enrolled,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
45.  Leadership  was  under  Patricia 
Stanley,  and  many  others  helped  out.  The 
children  took  an  offering  of  $31  which 
they  sent  to  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston. 

Wesley  Church  Sulphur,  reports  that 
the  VCS  there  was  “.  the  best  we  have 
had  in  recent  years.  .  .”  Average 
attendance  for  the  week  was  56  children 
and  21  adults.  Mrs.  Louise  Nichols  was 
director,  and  a  roster  of  teachers 
assisted  her.  The  Sharing  Program  saw 
150  in  attendance.  Charles  Humphreys  is 
Pastor  of  Wesley  Church. 

The  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  Pastor  of  First 
Church,  Algiers,  told  us  by  telephone  that 
the  Algiers  church  held  a  most 
enthusiastic  VCS.  He  noted  that  44 
attended,  and  there  were  20  workers  for 
the  K-6  group. 

First  Church.  Gueydan,  held  their  VCS 
and  used  the  theme.  “The  Lord,  The 
Nations,  The  People.”  Average 
attendance  was  40,  with  15  teachers.  The 
Rev.  William  Finnin,  Sr.  stated  that 
“This  was  one  of  the  finest  schools  we 
have  had  in  the  past  four  years  .  .  ."  A 
banquet  was  held  in  appreciation  for  the 
teachers  who  made  the  school  so 
worthwhile. 

At  Iowa  Church.  Vacation  Bible  School 
was  held  early  in  June.  Mrs.  Marlene 
Miller  was  the  director,  and  she  was 
assisted  by  an  able  staff.  Pastor  is  John 
Saves.  In  the  picture  (shown  elsewhere 


in  this  article)  we  counted  more  than  50; 
i  but  everyone  looked  so  young,  we 
couldn’t  tell  who  was  teacher  or  who  was 
student!)  At  any  rate  there  must  have 
been  at  least  60. 

First  Church.  Franklin  had  a  real 
success  story  with  their  Vacation  Church 
School.  An  average  of  84  children  and 
teachers  attended.  This  annual  event  has 
developed  into  an  ecumenical  program, 
with  children  and  workers  from  various 
other  denominations  participating.  At 
the  close  of  the  school,  the  UMY,  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Darlene  Pryor, 
sponsored  a  homemade  ice  cream  and 
cake  social  for  the  children  and  workers. 
The  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir  is  pastor  of 
the  Franklin  Church. 

Bossier  City’s  First  Church  held  their 
Vacation  Bibie  School  in  August  for  ages 
three  through  sixth  grade.  Total 
attendance  for  the’ week  was  965!  Mrs. 
James  Pieper  was  Chairman;  Mrs. 


James  Patterson  directed  the  music,  and 
Mrs.  B.  D.  Kellar  was  in  charge  of 
getting  the  large  number  "refreshed.’’ 
With  such  a  large  group  attending,  not  all 
could  be  pictured.  A  picture  on  this  page 
shows  the  fifth  grade  class  and  their 
teachers,  representative  of  the  entire 
attendance. 

At  Jones  Church,  Welsh,  enrollment  in 
Vacation  Bible  School  reached  69,  plus 
five  teachers,  according  to  Mrs.  Martha 
Victor,  who  served  as  superintendent.  A 
program  for  all  children  and  youth  was 
included  in  the  successful  event  which 
took  place  the  first  week  of  August.  The 
Rev.  W.  B.  Sweat,  Pastor,  also  helped  in 
teaching  a  group  of  teenagers.  Others 
serving  on  the  staff  included  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Vital,  Mrs.  Geraldine  Johnson. 
Nathan  Anderson.  Mrs.  Nathan  Trent, 
and  Miss  Mildred  Guidry.  A  popular  part 
of  the  program  was  arts  and  crafts.  A 
picture  of  the  happy  group  is  shown  on 
this  page. 
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Jones  Bible  Schoolers  are  shown  with  their  leaders  and  pastor. 


“District  Sharing”  is  feature 


One  of  the  features  of  the  upcoming 
UMW  Conference-wide  meeting  in 
Sulphur  is  the  “District  Sharing” 
planned  for  Friday  afternoon.  September 
17.  Showing  the  active  part  that  women 
take  in  their  communities,  each  district 
has  planned  a  presentation. 

Alexandria  District  will  focus  on 
“Women  in  Television,”  with  a 
presentation  of  the  recent  findings  of 
women  who  helped  to  monitor  prime 
time  television  programs.  Mrs.  Sidney 
Evans  is  Acting  President  of  the 
Alexandria  District  UMW. 

Baton  Rouge  District  will  have  a 
presentation  on  “Prisons."  according  to 
Mrs.  Chris  Hall,  President  Much  work  is 
done  in  this  district  by  churches  and 
United  Methodist  Women  in  the  area  of 
service  to  persons  of  all  ages  who  are 
imprisoned  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area. 
This  is  a  fitting  topic.  The  program  will 
offer  a  challenge,  with  emphasis  in  the 
areas  of  religion,  social  life, 
rehabilitation,  legislation  and  news 
items. 

Hammond  District  will  highlight 
“Poverty”  as  a  concern,  using  a  one-act 
play,  “two  In  A  Trap”  designed  to 
stimulate  discussion  and  involvement  in 
acting  on  the  issues  of  poverty  Mrs  M. 


-A  Muller  is  President  of  this  District 
group. 

Mrs  Felix  Mestayer,  Presdent  of 
Lafayette  District,  indicates  that  they 
will  have  a  panel  of  women  dealing  with 
“Fairness  To  Working  Women."  Various 
“vocations”  will  be  represented, 
including  operator  at  industrial  plant, 
educator,  professional  person, 
government  worker,  business  woman 
and  housewife.  Books  and  resources  will 
be  available. 

“Mission  Emphasis  As  Reflected  By 
Our  Giving"  is  the  topic  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  sharing.  Consideration 
will  be  given  to  giving  through  the  unit, 
giving  through  the  church,  giving 
through  charities;  and  motivation  for 
giving  will  be  discussed.  Mrs.  Warren 
Blakeman  is  District  President. 

Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  President  of  the 
Monroe  District,  says  that  “Aging"  is 
their  topic  of  presentation  Since  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  pioneered 
in  the  field  of  aging,  new  ways  of  serving 
people  of  all  ages  will  be  considered. 
“Aging  can  be  beautiful”  will  be  the 
emphasis. 

New  Orleans  District  will  deal  with 
“Child  Advocacy.”  This  group  of  women 
will  show  how  qualified  elected  leaders 
and  unique  volunteers  give  their  time, 


energy,  devotion  and  prayers  to  become 
child  advocates.  President  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  is  Mrs.  George  W. 
Carter 

“Social  Services  Available"  will  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Ruston  District  Women, 
says  Mrs.  R.  J.  McGehee,  President.  Six 
local  units  in  this  district  are  researching 
Social  Services  offered  in  their 
respective  parishes  and  will  share  their 
findings. 

Shreveport  District  has  announced  that 
their  concern  to  be  presented  will  be; 
"Human  Needs  —  Ministry  to  Women 
and  Children  .”  They  will  share  with  the 
group  the  story  of  Oakwood  Home  for 
Women  Alcoholics,  which  is  sponsored 
by  St  Luke’s  UM  Church  in  Shreveport; 
also,  the  story  of  "Operation:  Nutrition,” 
sponsored  by  Shreveport  Metro- 
Ministries  for  children.  Mrs  Harvey 
Carter  is  president  of  the  Shreveport 
group. 

A  special  group  of  two,  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton  and  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  will 
present  “Highlights  of  General 
Conference  ” 

A  record  attendance  is  expected  for  the 
Annual  Meeting.  If  you  have  not  already 
decided  to  attend,  the  time  is  running 
out.  Plan  immediately,  and  be  on  hand 
for  an  outstanding  event 


Methodist  Men's  Club  thrives  in  unique  atmosphere 


If  it  is  not  one  of  the  most  exclusive 
clubs  in  the  world,  it  is  certainly  one  of 
the  most  unusual.  This  is  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  of  Angola,  Louisiana. 
(Breathes  there  a  soul  in  Louisiana  who 
has  not  heard  of  the  State  Prison, 
Angola.) 

With  a  membership  of  131,  the  Club  has 
an  average  attendance  of  65-70,  and  of 
the  750  men  who  have  been  members  of 
the  Club  for  10  years,  only  eight  have 
been  returned  to  Angola  for  crimes 
committed  after  their  release. 

This  Club  reputedly  is  the  only 
Methodist  Men’s  Club  in  a  prison 
anywhere  in  the  world.  And  its  members 
are  enthusiastic  about  what  it  tneafts  In 
their  lives,  and  about  the  people  who 
work  with  them  in  making  the 
experience  significant. 

At  the  recent  Ninth  Annual  Summer 
Banquet  held  by  the  Angola  club  (at  the 
prison),  a  United  Methodist  layman,  Mr. 
Roy  Abernethy  of  the  Winbourne  church, 
Baton  Rouge,  received  a  standing 
ovation  for  the  service  which  he  has 


rendered  as  a  counselor  for  10  years.  It 
was  estimated  that  he  has  driven  more 
than  5,800  miles  on  his  once-a-week  round 
trips  from  Baton  Rouge  to  Angola. 
Another  person  who  was  recognized  for 
his  effective  efforts  with  the  Club  is  the 
Rev  J.  Monroe  Wilkes,  director  of  Camp 
Istrouma,  who  pays  frequent  visits  to  the 
Club  and  works  with  members. 

For  seven  years  the  Southside  Church, 
West  Monroe,  has  been  the  “umbrella 
church”  for  this  Methodist  Men’s  Club. 
The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  Pastor, 
enthusiastically  gives  her  support  to  the 
program,  and  was  on  hand  at  the  recent 
gathering  to  officiate  at  the  Service  of 
Baptism  and  reception  into  church  mem¬ 
bership  of  two  men,  Leroy  Payne  and 
Ray  L.  Rucker  In  this  ceremony  she  was 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Roger  Dale  La  than, 
of  the  Newman  Church.  Alexandria,  and 
the  Area  Provost,  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington. 

A  highlight  of  the  Ninth  Annual 
Banquet  was  the  presentation  of  the 
annual  certification  for  the  Club  to  the 


Robert  Guy.  Methodist  Men’s  Club 
President,  Angola,  receives  certification 
from  Dr.  Harrington. 


President,  Robert  Guy.  This  was  made 
by  Dr.  Robert  Harrington  representing 
the  Louisiana  Area  Episcopal  Office 


Iowa  Church  —  VCS  students  and  teachers 


The  Foundation  Director 
books  many  engagements 


Christian  Education 
Sunday  is  September  26 

From  the  Council  on  Ministries  Office, 
Ray  Branton,  Director,  comes  a 
reminder  that  Christian  Education 
Sunday  will  be  observed  in  our 
Conference  on  September  26. 

Pastors  will  be  receiving  special 
envelopes  for  this  purpose.  The  Christian 
Education  Sunday  offering  stays  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  the  use  of  the 
Conference  Committee  on  Education 
which  is  a  part  of  our  Conference  Board 
of  Discipleship.  These  funds  are  used  to 
provide  training  and  inspiration  for 
church  school  workers  in  local  churches 
and  assists  the  conference  in  working 
with  and  upgrading  church  schools. 

Our  Conference  priority  in  1978  will  be 
the  Renewal  of  the  Church  School.  Plans 
are  made  to  be  active  in  both  1977  and 
1978  in  this  area  of  endeavor.  All  persons 
who  are  interested  in  fostering  the 
growth  and  impact  of  our  church  schools 
are  urged  to  give  to  this  effort. 

Watch  for 
Foundation  update 

Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  has  called  to  the  attention  of  this 
newspaper  several  errors  and/  or  omis¬ 
sions  in  the  Foundation  Report  which 
was  published  on  August  27,  1976. 

We  wish  to  assure  our  readers  that 
these  were  not  intentional  and  were  listed 
as  they  were  given  to  the  News 
Department  of  the  newspaper.  The 
report  did  NOT  originate  in  the  Founda¬ 
tion  office.  For  those  churches  affected 
by  these  unintentional  mistakes,  please 
be  assured  that  the  corrections  will  be 
published. 


The  Executive  Director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  the 
Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  has  booked  many 
engagements  for  the  fall  and  winter 
seasons.  All  Sundays  through  February 
6. 1977  are  taken,  leaving  most  weekdays 
open  for  engagements  for  Family  Night 
programs,  Methodist  Men’s  meetings 
and  meetings  of  United  Methodist 
Women  in  local  churches. 

Doctor  Clark  has  indicated  that  he  will 
gladly  come  to  any  type  of  informal 
group  to  explain  the  workings  of  the 
Foundation.  He  has  available  an 

Jurisdictional  Events  to 
attract  various  groups 

A  special  event  for  retired  people  “The 
Best  Is  Yet  To  Be”  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  Jurisdiction  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Arkansas  October  11-14.  An 
outstanding  staff  has  been  assembled  for 
the  program  which  will  include  preach¬ 
ing,  singing,  Bible  study,  discussion 
groups  and  fellowship.  Contact  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  for 
details. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Work¬ 
shop  on  Archives  and  History  is  on  the 
calendar  for  October  8-9  in  Oklahoma 
City.  Sessions  will  be  held  at  the  Center 
for  Christian  Renewal.  Reservations 
should  be  made  with  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce, 
SCJ  Office,  4209  NW  23rd  St.,  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma  73107. 


excellent  Wills  Program  based  on  the 
color  film.  THE  BEND  OF  THE  RIVER, 
in  which  Willard  Waterman  is  the  star 
Cassette  tapes  are  used  along  with  the 
film  to  stimulate  discussion. 

The  Director  has  a  commitment  to  the 
Conference  to  appear  in  50  or  more 
churches  this  year  on  behalf  of  the 
Foundation  Although  the  Sunday 
schedule  is  filled  to  February  6,  he  will 
welcome  invitations  to  visit  additional 
churches  from  that  date  through  June  5, 
1977  to  preach  a  stewardship  sermon.  In 
his  visits  he  seeks  not  only  to  interest 
people  in  the  Foundation,  but  to  deepen 
their  stewardship  of  accumulated 
resources  on  behalf  of  the  local  church. 


Do  you  know? 

That  the  36  Trustees  of  The  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
who  were  elected  by  the  1976  Annual 
Conference  are  outstanding  business 
and  professional  persons  who  repre¬ 
sent  all  sections  of  the  state. 
UNITED  METHODIST 
FOUNDATION 
of  LOUISIANA 
1010  Mid  South  Tow  ers 
Shreveport.  La.  71101 
(318  )  222-8696 
Clyde  S.  Clark  -  Director 


Former  Panther’s  ‘conversion’ 
is  subject  of  meaningless  debate 


Last  spring  religious  and  secular 
publications  across  the  nation  carried 
stories  proclaiming  that  Eldridge 
Cleaver,  former  Black  Panther  Party 
leader  who  had  spent  several  years  in 
exile  overseas  while  identifying  himself 
as  a  “Marxist-Leninist,”  had 
experienced  a  Christian  "conversion”  in 
an  Oakland,  California,  jail  (see 
TM/UMR,  April  2) . 

Initial  press  said  Mr.  Cleaver  had 
“received  Jesus  Christ  as  his  personal 
savior”  after  being  encouraged  to  read 
the  Bible  by  a  fellow  prisoner  and  talking 
to  a  jail  chaplain. 

Following  the  initial  story  came  a 
series  of  other  stories  in  which  Mr. 
Cleaver  —  as  well  as  his  wife,  Kathleen 
—  was  quoted  as  criticizing  the 
“conversion”  reports  as  inaccurate. 
Confusion  was  heaped  on  confusion.  One 
national  religious  publication,  for 
instance,  reported  one  week  that  Mrs. 
Cleaver  had  said  “It  is  just  not  true”  in 
reference  to  the  “conversion.”  In  its  next 
issue  the  same  publication  admitted  that 
the  quote  had  been  misleading  and 
pointed  out  that  Mrs.  Cleaver  did  not 
deny  a  “conversion”  had  taken  place, 
but  objected  to  the  way  that  change  in 
her  husband’s  beliefs  had  been 
interpreted  by  the  press. 

What  really  has  taken  place  in  the  life 
of  Eldridge  Cleaver  is  now  being  finally 
told  in  Mr.  Cleaver’s  own  words  through 
publication  of  an  interview  soon  to 
appear  in  book  form  (see  excerpts 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  And  this  “was- 
he-or-wasn’t-he”  question  has  rightfully 
been  placed  in  better  perspective. 

In  essence,  Mr.  Cleaver  says  “yes”  — 
he  has  found  truth  in  Jesus  Christ ;  but  he 
says  “no”  —  it  did  not  happen  via  a  “sud¬ 
den  conversion”  in  the  Alameda  County 
jail.  He  points  out  that  his  “conversion” 
was  the  result  of  seven  years  of  personal 
struggle  and  study,  not  a  sudden  flash  of 
divine  light  in  his  cell. 

‘Discipline’  is 
needed  resource 
for  local  church 

“The  Book  of  Discipline”  —  a 
guidebook  on  what  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is,  how  it  is  organized,  and  what 
it  stands  for  —  will  be  off  the  press  in 
October. 

Published  every  four  years  following 
the  General  Conference,  it  is  a  major 
part  of  the  “glue”  which  ties  United 
Methodist  local  churches  and  individuals 
together  in  a  common  covenant  with 
God  and  with  each  other. 

While  it  is  not  intended  for  the  casual 
pleasure  reading  of  every  church 
member,  it  is  a  resource  which  all 
members  —  particularly  those  in  local 
church  and  connectional  leadership 
positions  —  need  to  be  aware  of.  It  sets 
down  the  sometimes  confusing  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  denomination  at  every  level 
and  gives  guidance  for  the  everyday 
operation  of  the  local  church  and  all  its 
agencies.  It  is  a  unique  United  Methodist 
guide  for  the  study  and  discussion  of 
theology  and  the  mission  of  the  church. 

In  every  sense  it  is  a  field  manual  — 
not  passed  down  by  those  in  high 
authority  to  those  in  the  pews,  but 
written  and  revised  by  the  elected 
representatives  of  rank  and  file 
members  over  the  years. 

We  hope  every  local  church  will 
purchase  multiple  copies  of  the  new 
Discipline,  use  it,  and  make  it  available 
to  all  members  as  a  ready  resource.  It  is 
an  important  link  with  our  United 
Methodist  past  and  present  as  well  as  a 
valuable  base  on  which  to  plan  our 
future. 
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The  case  of  Mr.  Cleaver  provides  a 
valuable  lesson,  not  only  for  the  religious 
press,  but  for  Christians  in  general:  It  is 
dangerous  to  place  our  own  preconceived 
notions  about  what  it  means  to  "come  to 
Christ"  on  the  lives  of  others. 

To  those  “evangelicals”  who  first 
reported  the  Cleaver  story,  the  fact  that 
he  had  turned  to  Christ  seems  to  have 
meant  that  Mr.  Cleaver  must  have  had 
an  “Aldersgate-type”  experience  of 
coming  face  to  face  with  God  at  a  specific 
point  in  time.  That’s  the  clear 
implication  of  reports  which  Mr.  Cleaver 
disputes. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Cleaver  was  reporting  no 
such  “lightning  bolt”  experience.  He  was 
simply  stating  that  he  had  embarked  on 
the  Christian  journey  we  all  begin  at  that 
point  when  we  discover  the  truth  of  Jesus 
Christ.  And  while  God  may  reveal 
himself  in  dramatic  ways  along  that 
journey,  to  hold  Mr.  Cleaver  to  a  precon: 
ceived  formula  for  faith  by  judging  his 
experience  in  terms  of  “instant 
conversion”  is  unfair. 

The  Christian  belief  that  “God  reveals 
himself  to  us  in  many  ways”  should  be 
remembered  when  we  view  the  religious 
experience  of  others. 

No  less  is  that  fact  true  in  the  case  of 
Eldridge  Cleaver. 

Amid  all  the  confusion,  questions,  and 
clarifications  about  the  nature  of  his 
“conversion”  lies  the  unmistakeable  fact 
that  Eldridge  Cleaver  has  been  on  a 
seven-year  pilgrimage  which  now  finds 
him  closer  to  Christ  than  he  says  he  has 
ever  been. 

That  fact  alone  is  worth  the  rejoicing  of 
all  Christians.  Let  us  leave  the  details  of 
that  experience  to  God  and  Mr.  Cleaver, 
and  cease  the  debate  about  our  personal 
perceptions  of  the  “authenticity”  of  his 
“conversion.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Where  have  you 
found  the  church? 


TM/UMR  invites 
readers  to 
write  essq,ys 

Where  have  you  experienced  “the 
church”?  Heard  its  song?  Seen  iis 
vision?  Tasted  its  wine?  Felt  its 
touch? 

Give  us  a  single  concrete  example 
of  your  personal  experience  in 
“finding  the  church”  in  your  life.  It 
may  have  happened  inside  the  walls 
of  a  church  building  or  on  a  busy  city 
street.  It  may  have  happened  to  you 
alone,  or  to  a  few  individuals,  or  to  an 
entire  congregation.  What  was  it? 
When  was  it?  Where  was  it?  How  did 
you  feel  about  it? 

Tell  us  in  an  essay  of  no  more  than 
250  words. 

Criteria 

TM/UMR  will  pay  $10  for  each 
essay  printed  in  its  columns.  Essays 
will  be  selected  on  the  basis  of 
originality,  interest,  and  effectiveness 
in  inspiring  other  Christians. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  are  no  limitations  on 
subject  matter;  essay  topics  may 
range  from  traditional  to  innovative 
to  unique  expressions  of  the  church. 

2.  The  essay  should  be  250  words  or 
less,  and  preferably  typed  and  double 
spaced. 

3.  The  essay  must  be  based  on  an 
actual  happening. 

4.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  Sept.  15, 1976. 

5.  Each  entry  must  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  and  name  of 
local  church  where  membership  is 
held.  Entries  cannot  be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Reader  \ 
Essays,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  1 
75221. 


Here  I  Stand 

Base  is  needed 
for  pluralism 


SEPTEMBER  10.  1976 


By  LARRY  CASTILLO-WILSON 

In  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Grassroots  Junction,  education  is  going 
on  which  is  neither  based  upon 
responsible  theological  reflection,  nor 
consistent  with  the  four  doctrinal 
guidelines  pf  scripture,  tradition, 
experience  and  reason.  Consequently, 
the  material  being  taught  is  not  fully,  or 
even  approximately  United  Methodist. 
What  should  be  done  —  particularly 
when  the  teacher  appeals  to  the  principle 
of  theological  pluralism?  This  situation 
exemplifies  the  dilemma  facing  the 
application  of  theological  pluralism  to 
Christian  education  in  the  local  church.  A 
dilemma  which  necessitates,  I  think,  a 
rethinking  of  both  the  essentials  of 
Christian  education  in  the  Methodist 
style,  and  the  limitations  of  the  principle 
of  theological  pluralism  itself. 

Is  there  a  distinction  between  creative 
and  destructive  theological  pluralism? 
Theological  pluralism  becomes 
destructive  and  irresponsible:  when  it  is 
used  to  rationalize  compromise  with  sick 
religion  in  the  church;  when  it  justifies 
acquiescence  to  religious  pathology 
being  taught  in  the  church,  for  fear  of 
stepping  on  any  toes;  when  it  serves  as  a 
facade  hiding  the  church’s  betrayal  of  its 
role  as  prophet  —  preferring  to  please 
and  pamper  everyone’s  prejudices 
rather  than  speaking  boldly  God’s  truth 
in  love.  Creative  and  responsible 
theological  pluralism  is  manifest  when 
and  where  differing  theological 
viewpoints  are  present  which  have  all 
been  hammered  out  through  Methodist 
methodology,  are  built  upon  the 
essentials  of  Methodist  doctririe  and 
function  as  impetus  toward  a  more  full 
and  wholesome  theological  truth. 

A  standard  principle  of  Methodism 
goes  thus:  “In  essentials,  unity;  in  non- 
essentials,  liberty,  and,  in  all  things, 


Liquor  advertising  ban  given  support 


To  the  Editor: 

I  must  commend  you  for  the  excellent 
and  pertinent  editorial  on  liquor 
advertising  in  the  August  27  issue.  You 
have  covered  the  main  reasons  for 
concern  about  liquor  advertising  and 
indicated  some  things  that  can  be  done 
about  it  by  us  as  individuals  and  groups 
very  well. 

I  would  like  to  offer  a  couple  of 
additional  suggestions  which  are 
particularly  timely.  The  timeliness  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  now  in  the 
weeks  preceding  the  general  elections  in 
which  all  Congressmen  and  a  third  of  our 
Senators  will  be  chosen  to  represent  us  in 
Washington.  As  we  look  to  federal 
guidelines  and  controls  on  liquor 
advertising,  it  seems  very  appropriate  to 
ask  the  candidates  who  offer  to  represent 
us  what  their  position  is  on  such  controls. 

These  candidates  should  be  asked  if 
they  are  in  favor  of  limitations  on 
advertising  of  alcoholic  beverages. 
Further,  and  my  second  suggestion,  they 
should  be  asked  specifically  if  they  would 
support  the  proposal  introduced  by 
Congressman  /George  Brown  of 
California  which  would  make 
expenditures  for  alcoholic  beverage 
advertising  non-tax  deductible.  This 
would,  in  effect,  almost  double  the  cost  of 
such  advertising  to  the  liquor  industry. 
The  number  on  that  Bill  is  HR-1659. 

The  same  question  regarding  support 
for  liquor  advertising  controls  can  also 
be  addressed  to  those  who  would 
represent  us  at  the  state  level  as  well  as 
on  city  councils  and  boards  of 
supervisors. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  service 
to  the  church  and  United  Methodists. 

Harry  W.  Beardsley 
West  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

‘ Vice '  not  concerned 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  when  has  vice  ever  been 
concerned  with  truth  in  advertising? 
Even  the  serpent  in  the  Garden  spoke 
with  a  forked  tongue  when  he  promised 
Eve  that  a  bite  from  the  fruit  would  make 
her  smart  and  sophisticated. 

The  United  Methodist  Oregon-Idaho 
Conference  resolution  against  false 
implications  in  liquor  commercials  is 
commendable.  Far  more  effective, 
however,  and  an  example  of  being  true 
doers  of  the  Word  would  be  for  those  who 
do  not  believe  the  extravagant  claims  of 
the  liquor  and  smoking  industries  to 
promote  an  advertising  campaign  of 
their  own.  It  is  possible  to  show  that  the 
virile,  attractive,  clean-cut  non-drinking 
man  can  afford  expensive  cars  and 
tailored  suits,  that  a  popular  and 
glamorous  young  woman  can  say  “no”  to 
a  social  drink,  that  any  “night  life”  is 
more  fun  when  one  has  his  wits  about 
him  and  is  not  either  loudly  belligerent, 
sloppily  maudlin,  or  “out  of  it” 
altogether. 

Yes.  the  liquor  and  cigarette  people 
imply  that  their  models  have  more  fun, 
but  there  are  other  models,  real  people  in 
sports,  entertainment,  and  other  public 
life  who  have  as  much  fun  (or  more)  by 
not  drinking.  An  advertising  campaign 
on  “our  side"  must  be  careful  not  to  be 
self-righteous  .or  moralistic.  But  with 
attractive  and  sincere  young  models  and 
a  clever  script  writer  or  two  —  all  to  be 
found  within  the  church.  I’m  sure  —  one 
campaign  can  counteract  another. 

Olivia  M.  Nichols 
Dallas.  Texas  • 


Titles  opposed 


To  the  Editor: 

As  a  clergyman.  I  was  somewhat 
dismayed  when  one  of  your  readers 


suggested  that  a  minister  should  never 
be  called  by  his  or  her  first  name  ( August 
27  issue).  My  first  reaction  was  that  I 
sure  would  be  lonely  if  all  my  friends 
among  the  laity  felt  it  necessary  to  keep 
their  distance  by  only  using  some 
honorific  title  like  Reverend.  I  am 
fortunate  to  have  many  friends  among 
the  laity  who  feel  free  to  call  me  by  my 
first  name. 

But  on  further  reflection,  I 
remembered  that  Jesus  even  refused  the 
title  “Good”,  stating  that  only  God  is 
good  (Luke  18:19).  Jesus  washed  his 
disciples’  feet  to  indicate  that  who 
would  lead  God’s  people  should  be 
servants  first.  Honorific  titles  conflict 
with  servanthood. 

I  am  not  sure  why  we  need  titles  at  all 
when  we  are  supposed  to  be  all  one  in 
Christ.  Simply  “Brother”  or  “Sister” 
will  do  if  a  title  is  necessary.  Perhaps  the 
Christian  solution  of  whether  to  use  Mr., 
Ms.,  Mrs.,  or  Miss  is  to  drop  them 
altogther. 

The  divorce  rate  among  clergy  that 
your  reader  is  shocked  about  is  certainly 
worthy  of  our  concern.  But  I  don’t  think 
that  further  isolating  the  clergy  from 
human  contact  is  going  to  help  —  and  in 
fact,  might  even  cause  the  rate  to  go  up 
further.  Robert  L.  Kuyper 

Santa  Rosa,  California 
Proud  of  the  church 
To  the  Editor: 

It  has  been  said  by  many  that  the 
church  institution  is  failing  and  plagued 
by  insurmountable  problems,  but  I 
believe  that  every- 1 United  Methodist 
should  be  very  proud  to  belong  to  a 
church  which  follows  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  “Love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  without 
fanfare,  is  helping  millions  throughout 
the  world  to  receive  the  good  news  of  the 
Gospel,  material  needs  and  prayers.  I 
am  very  thankful  for  the  existence  of  the 
UMC,  which  I  believe  is  made  up  of  a 
family  of  God’s  people  and  cares  about 
all  people.  John  E.  Caldwell 

Susanville,  California 
Ministry  is  ‘ here 
To  the  Editor: 

Sharon  Mielke’s  article  asked  in  the 
August  20  issue,  “Where  is  the  ministry 
to  the  aged?”  My  answer  to  this  question 
is:  right  here  in  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Mesa.  You  don’t  have  to  have  a 
committee,  a  council  or  a  caucus  to 
minister  to  the  aged.  You  just  have  to 
provide  pastoral  care  and  a  challenge  to 
the  people  who  are  members  of  your 
church  and  those  who  are  your 
responsibility  in  your  community. 

In  First  Methodist  Church  there  is:  (1) 
an  Open  Forum  class  made  up  of  people 
over  65,  (2)  a  Golden- Age  Group,  (3)  the 
Senior  Singing  Saints,  (4)  a  special  Bible 
study  class  for  those  over  65,  (5)  a 
pastoral  staff  which  serves  communion 
to  every  shut-in  whenever  there  is  a 
communion  service  in  the  church,  and 
(6)  a  church  school  class  for  all  ages 
( young  and  old) .  There  are.  in  addition  to 
these,  numerous  other  efforts  to  meet  the 
needs  of  our  older  people.  But  the 
greatest  thing  we  do  for  our  older  adults, 
in  my  opinion,  is  to  challenge  them  to 
minister  to  each  other  and  continue  to 
grow  as  Christians. 

In  one  example  of  ministry,  this 
summer  we  had  to  transport  300  youth 
and  children  to  and  from  camp.  We 
refused  to  bus  them,  but  challenged  those 
older  people  who  can  drive  to  participate 
in  this  project.  We  had  enough 
transportation! 

In  my  opinion,  one  of  the  sad  things 
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about  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
that  we  have  polarized  everybody  into  a 
caucus  or  age  group.  We  have  treated 
students  as  though  they  were 
intellectuals,  and  not  as  young  men  and 
women  away  from  home  confronting  life 
for  the  first  time  without  parental 
supervision.  We  have  treated  cultural 
and  racial  groups  as  though  they  were  a 
“category”,  and  not  people.  We  have 
treated  older  people  as  though  they  were 
not  persons. 

If  this  seems  over  simplified,  may  I 
remind  you  that  it  comes  from  a  pastor 
who  is  65  years  old.  He  is  a  pastor  of  a 
downtown  church  that  is  made  up  equally 
of  all  ages.  Within  the  church  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Tongans  and  Spanish  persons  who 
are  provided  an  opportunity  to  be  taught 
and  to  worship  in  their  own  language,  yet 
are  not  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
congregation.  Hayden  S.  Sears 

Mesa,  Arizona 

Problem  complicated 

To  the  Editor : 

In  regard  to  the  article  by  Walter  W. 
Benjamin  on  population  (August  20 
issue)  in  which  he  states  that  “both 
Marxists  and  Roman  Catholics  share  the 
“developmentalist  position”,  I  wish  to 
protest.  With  his  argument  that  in  the 
U.S.  “distributive  justice”  is  the  main 
point,  I  might  possibly  agree,  but 
certainly  not  with  regard  to  the  rest  of 
the  world. 

The  truth  is  that  population  progresses 
geometrically,  while  food  production 
increases  arithmetically,  if  at  all.  The 
leached-out  lands  of  the  tropics  provide 
little  hope,  or  if  they  do  get  a  crop,  the 
insects  and  rodents  eat  it  up.  Russia 
cannot  support  its  present  population 
because  of  droughts.  In  the  U.S.,  it  is  only 
marginal  land  that  could  be  newly  used, 
and  it  always  has  the  threat  of  drought. 
We  cannot  cut  off  our  trees  since  that 
would  only  raise  up  the  oceans  because  of 
more  carbon  dioxide  being  loose  in  the 
atmosphere.  The  seas  are  already  being 
over-fished.  So  just  where  is  food  coming 
from? 

It  seems  to  me  that  fuzzy-headed 
Christians  are  leading  us  to  destruction 
as  fast  as  the  underdeveloped  countries 
can.  God  gave  us  heads  to  think  with;  we 
hold  the  future  in  our  hands. 

Phyllis  D.  Lewis 

South  Miami,  Florida 

Gun  control  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I 
am  not  going  along  with  the  gun  control 
resolution  as  passed  by  the  General 
Conference. 

I  joined  the  Methodist  Church  in  1920 
and  never  heard  anything  like  this 
before.  I  don’t  believe  in  this  harassing  of 
tens  of  millions  of  people  —  citizens  that 
have  done  no  harm. 


Our  church  has  had  six  pastors ;  five  of 
these  were  shooters  and  gun  owners. 
They  were  fine  fellows  and  built  up  our 
church. 

One  of  your  writers  said  that  guns  were 
meant  to  kill  and  automobiles  were  not, 
yet  the  automobile  kills  many  times 
more.  If  you  are  killed  by  an  automobile, 
you  are  just  as  dead  as  if  killed  by  a  gun. 

In  this  state,  the  police  don’t  punish  the 
automobile,  but  the  operator  in  case  of  an 
accident.  I  think  that’s  right;  neither  can 
think.  Punish  the  law  violator.  We  don't 
need  more  laws.  I  read  that  there  are 
20,000  gun  laws  in  this  country;  enforce 
these. 

I  am  going  to  another  church. 

J.  W.  Shaffer 

Conemaugh,  Pennsylvania 


,  „  Rev.  Castillo-Wilson 

chanty.  The  problem  of  applying 
theological  pluralism  to  Christian 
education  is  one  of  dividing  the  essential 
from  the  non-essential  within  that 
application.  The  following  are  some 
suggested  essential  goals  for  Christian 
education  as  it  wrestles  with  the 
application  of  the  principle  of  theological 
pluralism: 

(1)  All  teaching  occurring  within  our 
churches  must  be  based  upon  responsible 
theological  reflection.  Our  aim  should  be 
that  every  person  participating  in  our 
education  settings  receives  teaching 
founded  upon  the  wholesome  and 
balanced  theology  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  aim  of  Methodist 
theology  should  be  to  reflect  and  express 
the  fullness  of  Christ. 

(2)  All  theological  opinions  being 
taught  must  be  in  legitimizing  dialogue 
with  the  four  theological  guidelines  of 
scripture,  tradition,  experience  and 
reason.  If  we  are  truly  a  methodological 
church  rather  than  a  confessional 
church,  we  should  seek  to  insure,  not  the 
conclusion  of  theological  reflection,  but 
that  a  mature  method  is  followed. 

(3)  The  principle  of  pluralism  itself  is 
based  upon  a  certain  open-mindedness 
and  awareness  that  one’s  own  opinion 
may  be  wrong.  Christian  education 
should  seek  to  prevent  theological 
opinions  being  taught  which  Imply  close¬ 
mindedness,  excessive  intolerance,  self- 
righteousness,  and  self-infallibility. 

(4)  Irresponsible  pluralism  may 
produce  skepticism  toward  religious 
truth  of  any  kind,  and  a  concomitant  lack 
of  commitment  to  anything.  The  effort  to 
present  divergent  viewpoints  on 
theological  issues  must  be  balanced  by 
an  effort  to  come  to  decisive 
commitment  to  the  whole  truth  of  the 
gospel,  and  a  dedication  to  act  upon  that 
commitment. 

(5)  As  the  best  efforts  of  Methodists  to 
relate  the  gospel  to  changing  specifics  in 
the  social  order,  the  Social  Principles 
should  be  explained  and  appreciated  in 
local  church  education.  A  strength  of 
United  Methodism  is  its  heritage  of 
relating  the  gospel  to  concrete  issues  of 
life  and  society  —  of  trying  to  fulfill  its 
prophetic  role  toward  the  ethical 
problems  of  the  day.  One  of  the  reasons 
greater  impact  has  not  been  made  upon 
social  issues  by  our  church  is  the  lack  of 
consensus  between  national  and  local 
church.  Much  of  the  cause  of  this  lack  of 
consensus  rests  in  a  failure  of  Christian 
education.  Our  salt  cannot  have  savor 
unless  our  voices  speak  for  the  justice  of 
God  in  some  fashion  of  unison.  And,  in 
our  concern  for  social  issues,  let  us  not 
forget  the  close  relationship  between 
theology  and  social  ethics.  Irresponsible 
theology  inevitably  results.-,  in- 
irresponsible  attitudes  toward  social 
issues. 

While  creative  theological  pluralism  is 
essential  to  Christian  education,  equally 
essential  is  a  decisive  theological 
integrity  which  can  engender  decisive 
commitment  to  the  fullness  of  Christ,  and 
prevent  Methodists  from  being  duped  by 
less  wholesome  beliefs  from  other 
traditions  and  movements.  A  house 
whose  foundation  is  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  without  consensus  concerning  its 
own  essential  theological  integrity  can 
neither  stand  nor  fulfill  its  calling  of 
building  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Larry  Castillo-Wilson,  is  minister  of 
education  at  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 


You’re  looking  at  a  black  page 
in  our  history. 

We  need  more  of  them. 

And  the  way  to  get  them  is  by  giving  black  youth  the 
chance  to  develop  their  inner  strengths. 

That’s  the  aim  of  the  12  black  colleges  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

And  it  requires  millions  of  dollars  every  year. 

But  a  solid  education  is  still  the  best  way  to  mine  the 
precious  gold  in  a  young  mind. 

It’s  our  place  to  provide  the  right  environment.  Even  if 
what  we  can  give  amounts  to  only  one  brick  in  a  building. 
That  brick  will  serve  as  a  stepping  stone  for  a  student’s 
higher  education. 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  help,  please  contact 
the  pastor  administrative  board  of  your  church,  or  write 


Jf  The  Black  College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 


George  Washington  Carver 
teaching  a  class  at 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


World  assembly  unites  Wesley  ans 

Delegates  from  90  nations  boost  evangelism ,  peace ,  fellowship 


Methodists  join  Irish  march  for  peace 


DUBLIN,  Ireland  —  Hundreds  of  delegates  to  the  13th  World  Methodist 
Conference  here  were  among  40,000  to  50,000  persons  who  marched  in  support  of  an 
Irish  women’s  movement  to  end  the  bombings,  shootings  and  other  violence  in 
Northern  Ireland.  At  the  same  time,  40,000  persons  joined  in  an  emotional  march 
joining  both  Protestants  and  Catholics  in  Belfast,  center  of  much  of  the  violence 
which  has  divided  the  people  of  Northern  Ireland  for  decades.  The  broadly 
supported  peace  marches  are  among  the  most  hopeful  signs  yet  that  the  strife 
between  Protestants  and  Catholics  in  Northern  Ireland  may  at  last  come  to  an  end 
(see  related  story  elsewhere  on  this  page). 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

DUBLIN.  Ireland  —  More  than  2500 
spiritual  descendants  of  John  Wesley 
from  all  over  the  world  assembled  here 
last  week  for  the  13th  World  Methodist 
Conference.  In  immediately  tangible 
terms,  little  was  accomplished.  But 
readily  tangible  accomplishments  are 
not  the  primary  purpose  of  these 
meetings  which  bring  together  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  61  autonomous  Methodist  or 
Methodist-related  denominations  in  90 
countries  across  the  globe. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  conference 
is  fellowship  and  sharing  among  the 
participants.  This  was  accomplished 
both  formally  —  through  hearing  more 
than  a  dozen  major  addresses  and 
discussing  them  in  small  groups  —  and 
informally,  through  unstructured  private 
conversations.  And  between  speeches, 
sermons,  Bible  studies  and  discussion 
groups,  members  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  took  time  to  aDDrove  a  five-year 
world  evangelism  emphasis,  recommend 
participation  in  a  march  for  peace  in 
Northern  Ireland,  and  debate  and 
approve  a  number  of  resolutions. 


Raps  ‘half-hearted’  religion 

UM  bishop  challenges  church 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  Ill 
TM/UMR  Editor 

DUBLIN,  Ireland  —  Bishop  Earl  Hunt 
of  the  UMC’s  Nashville  area  keynoted 
the  13th  World  Methodist  Conference 
with  a  passionate  indictment  of  half¬ 
hearted  Christianity.  Speaking  on  the 
conference’s  theme,  “The  Day  of  the 
Lord,”  Bishop  Hunt  told  the  assembled 
delegates  that  our  church  must  be 
shocked  from  its  present  spiritual 
lethargy  into  the  kind  of  vigor  which  will 
exude  “an  unmanageable  compulsion  to 
win  human  beings  to  God.” 

Measured  by  John  Wesley’s  yardstick 
of  disciplined  Christian  living,  “we  are 
not  his  followers,”  Bishop  Hunt  said. 
“God’s  work  across  the  centuries  has 
been  done  by  singleminded  men  and 
women  —  those  who  have  literally 
dedifcated  their  all  to  Christ.  We  are  more 
often  power  conscious,  mercenary,  self- 
centered,  addicted  to  comfort  and  safety, 
and  fundamentally  unwilling  to  sacrifice 
anything  of  value  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God,”  Bishop  Hunt  said.  “And  so  the 
church  languishes,  diminishing  in 
membership,  impotent  to  address  the 
evils  of  our  time  with  redemptive  power, 
its  flames  of  faith  flickering  and 
uncertain.” 


The  bishop  said  he  believes  the 
Christian  church  will  survive  until  the 
end  of  time,  but  that  he  finds  no  biblical 
guarantee  that  the  Methodist  Church  will 
survive.  If  the  Methodist  expression  of 
Christianity  is  to  have  a  future.  Bishop 
Hunt  warned,  the  people  known  as 
Methodists  must  “recover  their  passion 
for  God  and  humankind,  and  their 
magnificent  obsession  to  bring  the 
fullness  of  the  gospel  to  a  lost  and  sinful 
world. 

“The  fires  of  faith  that  once  burned 
with  such  intensity  must  be  brought  to 
brightness  and  warmth  again,”  Bishop 
Hunt  said.  “We  must  move  beyond 
preoccupation  with  little  things  and 
theological  bickering  to  a  rediscovery  of 
our  own  first  principles,  and  a  rekindling 
of  that  original  ardor  which  caused  the 
brilliant  son  of  Epworth  to  leap  on  the 
back  of  his  horse  and  ride  out  to  save 
England  and  the  world.” 

Bishop  Hunt  cited  three  unique 
characteristics  of  Wesleyan  Christianity 
which  the  church  must  exemplify  if  it  is 
to  regain  its  spiritual  vigor:  (1)  an 
assurance  of  the  forgiveness  of  sins; 
(2)  the  contemporary  realization  of 
santification;  and  (3)  a  vigorous  focus 
on  social  redemption. 

“One  thing  wrong  .with  the  church 


Churches  put  weight  behind 
peaceful  school  integration 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Public  school  has  started  without 
violence  in  districts  around  the  nation 
which  began  court-ordered  segregation 
this  fall,  if  early  reports  and  forecasts 
hold  up. 

TM/UMR’s  check  with  United 
Methodists  in  these  cities  —  Milwaukee, 
Dayton,  Omaha,  Dallas,'  St.  Louis  and 
Lojiisville  —  indicates  that  religious 
leaders  have  been  in  the  vanguard  of 
efforts  to  build  a  solid  foundation  for 
peaceful  implementation. 

Peaceful  desegration  doesn’t  just 
happen,  according  to  the  recent  report  of 
the  U.  S.  Civil  Rights  Commission. 
“Strong  guidance,”  it  says,  and  support 
from  at  least  90  percent  of  the  religious 
leaders  and  two-thirds  of  the  business 
and  political  leaders  is  deemed  essential 
for  success. 

Milwaukee  -  Dayton  -  Omaha 

Churches  were  mobilized  early  for 
peaceful  desegregation  in  these  cities  led 
by  ecumenical,  metropolitan  units. 

On  Labor  Day  in  Milwaukee  county, 
church  and  civic  organizations  joined 
together  to  celebrate  their  cooperation 
and  to  call  for  continued  peace  as  school 
began  Tuesday.  Milwaukee  is  the  largest 
metropolitan  area  in  the  nation  to 
succeed  in  desegregating  voluntarily  at 
all  grade  levels.  The  court  order  spreads 
completion  of  the  task  over  a  three-year 
period. 

“The  real  test  will  come  next  year 
when  two-thirds  of  the  schools  will  be 
desegregated,”  the  Rev.  James  Lyles, 
United  Methodist  urban  minister,  told 
TM/UMR.  But  he  believes  the 
celebration  this  week  is  evidence  of  a 
solid  foundation  of  community  support 
for  the  future.  Behind  it  lay  months  of 
work  which  resulted  from  the  initial 
concern  of  a  small  group  of  urban 
ministers. 

“After  a  community  concensus  was 
built  the  political  and  business  sectors 
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PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and  comfort  of 
your  church.  We  specialize  In  permanently  attached 
cushions.  For  Information,  contact:  Randall's 
Upholstery.  408  S.  College,  Waxahachle.  Texas. 
Phone  (214  )  937-3680. 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR  host  coordinators  needed.  Host 
a  tour  and  earn  your  tour  anywhere  In  the  world. 
World  Missions  Tours,  Box  660515,  Miami  Springs, 
Pis.  33166.  


ENJOY  YOUR  CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAY  In  HAWAII. 
Depart  Dallas  or  your  home  city  December  26  .  2558. 
United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours.  Box  3129,  Waco. 
Tex.  76707. 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed  for 
growing,  mission-minded  congregation.  Emphasis 
on  youth  program.  Degree  In  Christian  Education. 
Methodist  background  desired.  Salary  open.  St. 
John's  United  Methodist  Church.  Cypress  Gardens 
Blvd..  Winter  Haven.  Florida  33880. 


came  aboard,”  Mr.  Lyles  said. 

The  mobilization  really  paid  off  two 
weeks  before  school  was  to  open  when 
panic  struck.  Enrollments  indicated  the 
racial  balance  quotas  were  not  going  to 
be  met.  “We  hit  the  streets  and  the 
telephones  to  encourage  parents  to 
participate  and  send  their  children  to 
specialty  magnet  schools.  It  worked 
because  a  network  of  community  support 
was  there,”  he  said. 

The  churches  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  “de¬ 
serve  top  billing”  for  the  way  they 
have  led  the  way  since  spring  for 
peaceful  implementation,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Rev.  James  Flinchbaugh,  United 
Methodist  district  superintendent  in 
Dayton. 

Organizing  around  the  common 
denominator  that  “the  kids  must  take  top 
priority,”  JDayton  churchpeople  with 
“amazingly  different  viewpoints”  have 
been  able  to  work  together.  Sixteen 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Dayton 
work  with  other  denominations  through 
Metropolitan  Churches  United,  which 
has  a  full  time  staff  person  on  the 
education  priority. 

An  ad  hoc  committee  of  urban 
ministers  began  Omaha,  Neb.  action  as 
long  as  10  months  before  the  court  order 
came  down,  according  to  U.M.  minister 
Larry  Hollon.  He  said  the  religious 
community  has  been  “the”  motivating 
force  in  interpretation  and  education  in 
Omaha. 

Dallas 

Dallas  has  had  a  broad  coalition  of 
community  forces  that  have  pulled 
together  since  January  for  a  smooth 
transition  into  the  court-ordered 
desegregation  plan.  Churches  have  been 
a  “conspicuous  presence”  in  adopt-a- 
school  programs,  putting  out  brushfires 
and  recruiting  volunteers.  The  direct 
calming  influence  of  the  religious 
leadership  cannot  be  underestimated, 
said  Lucy  Polter,  a  United  Methodist 
woman  who  coordinated  the  Committee 
for  a  Smooth  Transition. 

St.  Louis  -  Louisville 
No  organized  church  efforts  for 
peaceful  desegregation  has  emerged  in 
either  of  these  cities,  and  leaders  doubt 
there  is  need  for  intensive  efforts. 

The  Rev.  Winfrey  Dickerson,  St.  Louis 
metro  minister,  said  the  city  is  calm  and 
no  problems  are  expected. 

Louisville’s  quiet  opening  this  year 
was  a  sharp  contrast  to  the  violence  and 
bus  burnings  last  fall.  Church  leaders 
told  TM/UMR  that  “a  variety  of  factors” 
have  given  peaceful  forces  the  upper 
hand.  They  noted  that  people  realize 
children  are  more  important  than 
parents’  feelings  and  there  are  political 
and  legal  channels  for  expressing 
opposition  and  working  for  change. 

“Churches  have  given  attention  to  it  in 
quiet,  behind  the  scenes  ways,”  reported 
one  U.M.  leader.  “We  are  hopeful.” 


today  is  that  it  has  too  many  good  and 
respectable  people  in  its  pews  and  pulpits 
who  have  never  known  the  unmitigated 
horror  of  sin’s  conviction  nor  the 
inexpressible  wonder  of  forgiveness  and 
deliverance,”  Bishop  Hunt  declared.  “A 
church  which  still  proclaims  a  gospel  of 
deliverance  from  sin  is  a  church  that  can 
command  a* hearing  in  a  world  like  ours 
at  any  time.” 

The  characteristic  of  a  saved  person  in 
Wesleyan  thought  is  love.  Bishop  Hunt 
said.  This  is  the  test  of  genuine  faith, 
“not  whether  a  person  speaks  in  tongues, 
or  whether  he  performs  miracles  or 
engages  in  a  healing  ministry.” 

Bishop  Hunt  said  “it  is  unthinkable 
that  Methodist  Christians  would  ignore 
the  human  tragedies  of  our  world  and 
avoid  redemptive  involvement  in  their 
solutions.”  A  person  who  has  been  saved 
and  sanctified  must  “go  out  and  live 
forth  in  human  society  the  implications 
of  that  Divine  love  that  washed  away  sin 
and  brought  dedication  to  life.”  Among 
the  areas  where  Christians  should  be 
involved,  according  to  Bishop  Hunt,  are 
hunger,  racism,  world  armaments,  the 
disintegration  of  family  life,  drugs  and 
drink,  poverty,  the  struggle  of  people  to 
attain  human  identity,  dignity  and 
freedom,  and  “thQ  incredible  excesses  of 
affluence  in  Western  civilization.” 

“It  is  a  shame  that  the  Body  of  Christ 
must  yet  engage  in  debate  over 
principles  as  elemental  as  the  full  human 
and  ecclesiastical  rights  of  women  and 
ethnics,”  Bishop  Hunt  declared.  He  said 
the  church  should  quit  playing  around 
with  such  issues,  “practice  what  it 
preaches”  about  them,  and  “get  on  with 
other  Kingdom  tasks.”  This  statement 
produced  a  thunderous  applause  from 
the  delegates. 

Bishop  Hunt  warned  that  the  church 
and  its  institutions  must  serve  as  means 
to  accomplish  the  work  of  God’s 
Kingdom  and  not  as  ends  in  themselves. 
“Churches  and  boards  and  commissions 
and  bishops  are  all  expendable  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  furtherance  of  the 
gospel,”  he  said. 

If  the  Wesleyan  expression  of 
Christianity  is  to  survive,  Bishop  Hunt 
said,  it  will  “depend  upon  the  honesty, 
the  fidelity,  the  commitment  and  the  skill 
with  which  we  apply  Wesleyan  perspec¬ 
tives  to  the  human,  situation  in  our 
time.” 

If  Wesleyan  Christianity  is  practiced 
faithfully,  Bishop  Hunt  added,  the  church 
will  be  able  to  conquer  the  intimidation  of 
a  secular  civilization.  The  coldness  of  an 
institution  will  become  once  more  the 
warmth  of  an  experience.  And  we  will 
become  vitally  concerned  “that  people 
are  living  and  dying  without  Jesus  in 
their  lives.” 

Bishop  Hunt  challenged  the  delegates 
to  allow  the  World  Methodist  Conference 
to  mark  the  beginning  of  a  new 
Pentecost,  whose  flames  will  light  the 
life  of  Methodism  around  the  world  in  the 
days  ahead. 

Women  set  goals 
to  end  injustices 

DUBLIN,  Ireland  (UMC)  -  The 
elimination  of  sexism,  racism,  poverty, 
violence  and  other  forms  of  injustice  are 
among  the  goals  adopted  by  300 
participants  attending  the  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women  at  St. 
Patrick’s  College  here  August  19-23. 

The  women  from  60  nations  adopted  a 
far-reaching  set  of  resolutions  which  will 
form  the  basis  for  their  program  for  the 
next  five  years  and  stressed  their 
willingness  to  work  ecumenically, with 
other  women.  They  voted  to  co-operate 
with  the  World  Council  of  Churches  ir.  a 
study  on  the  community  of  women  and 
men  and  to  ensure  effective  Christian 
presence  at  the  1980  United  Nations 
Consultation  on  Women. 

Local  areas  and  units  were  urged  to 
develop  political  education  programs 
which  will  help  women  to  understand 
local,  national  and  international  issues. 
Declaring  “as  women  in  Christ’s 
redeeming  work,  we  must  free  ourselves 
from  the  shackles  of  traditions  and  claim 
the  power  that  is  our  divine  right,”  the 
women  recommended  lay  training 
programs  to  equip  them  to  play  their 
rightful  role  in  the  power  structure  of  the 
church  and  to  occupy  decision-making 
positions  and  support  one  another. 


Overriding  themes 

Although  the  program  for  the  week 
dealt  with  widely  varied  subjects, 
several  themes  consistently  rose  to  the 
surface;  (1)  the  essential  interrelation¬ 
ship  between  Christian  conversion,  per¬ 
sonal  life,  evangelism  and  social  involve¬ 
ment,  (2)  the  necessity  for  Christian  mis¬ 
sion  activities  to  be  tailored  to  the  unique 
needs  of  people  in  different  cultural 
situations;  (3)  the  requirement  for 
Christians  to  support  the  cause  of 
persons  who  are  denied  their  human 
rights  across  the  globe;  and  (4)  the  con¬ 
tinuing  importance  of  movements 
toward  Christian  unity  at  the  global, 
national,  regional  and  local  levels. 
Worldwide  evangelism 

The  five-year  program  of  evangelism 
calls  on  Methodist  and  Methodist-related 
churches  “to  reach  as  many  as  possible 
of  the  2.7  billion  people  who  have  not 
received  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ” 
between  1977  and  1981.  The  emphasis  will 
“seek  to  enable  every  Methodist  to  make 
clear  the  case  for  Christianity  in  his  or 
her  own  culture  and  country,  inviting 
every  person  everywhere  to  make  an 
intelligent,  heart-felt  response  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  Kingdom.” 

In  presenting  the  program,  noted 
Australian  evangelist  Alan  Walker  said 
“authentic  conversion  is  total 
conversion.  On  three  levels  its  witness 
must  be  seen:  in  personal  experience, 
private  living  and  an  awakened  social 
conscience.” 

Dr.  Walker  said  that  for  Christians  to 
be  silent  “before  the  towering  injustice  of 
unemployment  and  poverty,  racism  and 
war”  is  “to  betray  the  God  of  history. 
True  evangelism  cannot  shut  its  eyes  to 
the  scandal  of  Christian  killing  Christian 
in  Ireland  and  Christians  fighting 
Moslems  in  Lebanon.  World  evangelism 
must  lift  high  the  tragedy  and  peril  of 
South  Africa.  Evangelism  is  escapist  if  it 
has  nothing  to  say  to  Western  affluence 
amid  Third  World  poverty  or  about  a 
world  economic  system  which  leaves 
two-thirds  of  the  human  family  in 
perpetual  hunger  and  misery.” 

The  new  evangelism  emphasis  will 


Pope  Paul:  ‘ tell 
your  people  to 
pray  for  me’ 

DUBLIN,  Ireland  —  Before 
pronouncing  the  benediction  at  the 
final  evening  session  of  the  13th 
World  Methodist  Conference  here, 
retired  Bishop  Fred  P.  Corson 
shared  with  the  delegates  a  notable 
indication  of  improved  relations 
between  Protestants  and  Roman 
Catholics 

Described  earlier  as  the  prime 
architect  of  the  present  warm 
relations  between  World  Methodism 
and  the  Vatican,  Bishop  Corson  said 
that  he  found  Pope  Paul  in  constant 
pain  and  ill  health  during  their  most 
recent  private  meeting.  But,  Bishop 
Corson  said,  the  Pope  continues  to 
fulfill  the  daily  demands  of  his 
office. 

As  their  meeting  was  ending, 
Bishop  Corson  said  the  Pope  made  a 
single  but  highly  significant 
request:  “Tell  your  people  to  pray 
forme.”  _ 


include  development  and  distribution  of 
training  material,  a  focus  on  prayer  and 
Bible  study,  promotion  of  devotional 
literature,  continuation  of  the  “New 
World  Missions”  which  provide  for  the 
exchange  of  evangelists  between 
churches  in  different  countries,  and  a 
number  of  regional  and  national 
conferences  during  the  next  five  years. 
March  for  peace 
One  of  the  most  moving  activities  of  the 
conference  took  place  outside  the 
conference  center  on  the  streets  of 
Dublin.  Early  in  the  conference, 
delegates  voted  to  participate  in  a  march 
supporting  the  cessation  of  terrorism  in 
Northern  Ireland  and  elsewhere  in  the 
British  Isles. 

Violence  between  rural  Protestant  and 
Catholic  factions  in  Northern  Ireland  has 
been  prominent  for  decades,  and  has 
become  an  everyday  occurrence  during 
the  past  eight  years.  After  three  small 
children  were  killed  on  August  11,  a 
Catholic  woman  and  a  Protestant  woman 
came  together  at  the  site  of  their  deaths, 
and  around  them  arose  a  spontaneous 
gathering  of  women  from  both  sides 
determined  to  stop  the  bloodshed.  On 
August  13,  15,000  women  marched  for 
peace  in  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland.  (See 
TM/UMR,  Sept.  3.)  The  following  week, 
30,000  persons  marched. 

On  the  third  week  of  marches,  40,000 
Protestants  and  Catholics  —  mostly 
women  —  joined  in  a  march  for  peace  in 
Belfast.  Hundreds  of  World  Methodist 
Conference  delegates  were  among  the 
40,000  to  50,000  more  people  who  marched 
in  Dublin  to  support  the  efforts  of  the 
Belfast  women. 

The  throngs  sang  “The  Lord  is  my 
Shepherd,”  “Abide  with  Me,”  prayed  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  and  read  together  a 
declaration  which  said  in  part:  “We 
reject  the  use  of  the  bomb  and  the  bullet 
and  all  the  techniques  of  violence  ...  We 
dedicate  ourselves  to  work  with  our 
neighbors,  near  and  far,  day  in  and  day 
out,  in  building  a  peaceful  society  in 
which  the  tragedies  we  have  known  are  a 
bad  memory  and  a  continuing  warning.” 

Organizers  of  the  march  acknowledged 
that  marching  alone  will  not  bring  an  end 
to  the  bloodshed,  but  they  expressed  the 
belief  that  the  marches  will  help  to 
create  a  climate  where  peace  is  a 
possibility.  “We  are  simply  saying  to 
anyone  who  has  been  involved  in  either 
offensive,  or  what  they  believe  to  be 
defensive  violence,  to  start  thinking 
peace,  and  to  begin  to  give  peace  a 
chance  to  solve  problems  which  all  the 
politics  and  all  the  violence  have  failed  to 
solve,”  a  spokeswoman  said. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Dublin  march, 
a  male  took  the  microphone  to  sing  “The 
women  are  right,  the  women  are  right, 
because  their  cause  is  right"  amid 
thunderous  clapping  by  the  assembled 
throng. 

More  marches  are  planned  in 
succeeding  weeks  across  Ireland  and 
Northern  Ireland  “until  the  violence 
stops.”  World  Methodist  Conference 
delegates  left  Dublin  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  to  be  a  small  part  of  what 
may  prove  to  be  an  historic  activity 
leading  to  the  cessation  of  the  strife 
between  Protestants  and  Catholics  in 
Northern  Ireland. 

A  variety  of  resolutions 

Delegates  to  the  World  Methodist 
Council  —  an  ongoing  450-member 


representative  body  which  held  its 
business  sessions  in  the  presence  of  the 
larger  World  Methodist  Conference  — 
expressed  themselves  on  a  number  of 
issues,  most  of  which  dealt  with 
Christian  support  for  human  rights. 
Through  these  resolutions,  which  have  no 
binding  force  on  member  churches, 
delegates: 

•  Condemned  apartheid  and  the 
“wanton  slaughter  of  unarmed  black 
men,  women  and  children  by  South 
African  government  soldiers  and 
police.”  The  resolution  also  expressed 
support  for  majority  rule  in  South  Africa, 
Rhodesia  and  South  West  Africa,  and 
called  upon  “Methodists  everywhere  to 
pray  for  the  people  of  Southern  Africa 
and  to  support  any  form  of  non-violence 
action  which  may  bring  pressure  on  the 
South  African  government  to  abandon 
the  policy  of  apartheid." 

•  Expressed  deep  concern  regarding 
“the  increasing  intimidation  of  men  and 
women  who  speak  out  their  Christian 
conviction  on  social  issues.”  The 
resolution  urged  Christians  in  every 
country  “to  maintain  the  prophetic 
calling  of  the  church  in  the  spirit  of  Amos 
and  the  Apostles  when  under  threats, 
with  a  view  to  saving  the  world  from  the 
sin  of  suppressing  conscience  or  the 
depriving  of  men  and  women  of  their 
God-given  inalienable  rights.  We  deplore 
the  action  taken  by  any  government  to 
silence  public  witness  by  Christians  or 
non-Christians  in  support  of  these 
rights,”  the  resolution  stated. 

•  Called  on  Methodists  worldwide  “to 
pray  and  work  for  the  abolition  of  the 
international  trade  in  arms,  a  radical 
reduction  in  military  expenditures  in 
their  own  countries,  and  the  constructive 
planned  changeover  from  investment  in 
weapons  of  death  to  investment  in  life  so 
that  the  earth’s  resources  might  be  used 
to  meet  human  needs.” 

•  Condemned  the  South  Korean 
government’s  “sentences  of  up  to  eight 
years  imprisonment  for  18  church 
leaders  on  August  28,”  and  urged  “the 
South  Korean  government  to  overturn 
these  verdicts.”  The  resolution  also 
called  on  Methodists  “to  pray  for  the 
people  of  South  Korea  and  to  support 
those  who  witness  to  social  justice  and 
human  rights  in  Korea .  ’  ’ 

•  Recognized  “the  changing  role  of 
women  throughout  the  world”  and 
supported  the  implementation  of  full 
participation  for  “women  at  all  levels  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
Conference  —  in  planning,  policy, 
programming  and  leadership 
participation.” 

•  Commended  to  Methodists  of  all 
countries  the  musical  “Ride,  Ride” 
which  is  based  on  an  incident  in  the  life  of 
John  Wesley.  (See  story  elsewhere  this 
issue. ) 

•  Expressed  sympathy  for  the  families 
of  U.S.  men  missing  in  action  in 
Indochina,  and  called  for  a  resolution  of 
their  status. 

•  Approved  an  effort  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  executive 
committee  to  enter  into  conversations 
with  (Eastern)  Orthodox  churches. 

•  Urged  continued  financial  support  by 
Methodists  for  the  restoration  of 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London,  and 
expressed  hope  that  the  restoration  will 
be  completed  by  November,  1978. 


No  booze;  faith  served  here 


Club  owners  undergo  6 Conversion ’ 


By  PHILLIP  WILLIAMS 

LONGVIEW,  TEX.  -  Booze  once 
flowed  freely  across  the  counter  of  “The 
Branch  Office,”  a  fashionable  night  club 
on  U.S.  Highway  80  here. 

Not  any  more. 

“The  Branch  Office”  has  a  new  name 
these  days  —  “The  Conversion.”  And  the 
strongest  drink  you’ll  find  there  is  a 
Coca-Cola. 

Not  only  that,  the  entertainment 
format  is  different,  too.  A  patron  will 
likely  find  someone  on  the  stage  singing 
Christian  music  to  the  audience. 

Religious  literature  is  abundant  and 
posters  on  the  wall  praise  Jesus  Christ. 
However,  the  club  is  billed  as  “strictly 
non-denominational .  ’  ’ 

How  did  all  this  come  about? 

Events  leading  to  the  club’s 
transformation  started  in  April  when  its 
owners,  Bill  and  Belle  Belscamper, 
attended  a  lay  witness  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Diana,  where  they 
live. 

The  Belscampers  had  attended  church 
regularly  because  their  seven-year-old 
daughter  asked  them  to.  But,  admits  Bill, 
“We  weren’t  good  church  members.” 

During  the  mission,  though,  the  couple 
decided  to  dedicate  their  lives  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

Following  their  conversion,  the 
Belscampers  decided  to  sell  "The 
Branch  Office.”  They  advertised  in  a 
number  of  newspapers,  but  couldn’t  find 
any  takers. 

Finally,  they  promised  God  that  if  no 
one  bought  the  club  by  a  certain  date, 
they  would  “remove  all  the  booze”  and 
convert  it  into  a  Christian  club. 

The  deadline  came  and  went,  but  the 
Belscampers  didn’t  sell  or  convert  the 
club.  “The  devil  was  still  holding  on  to 
us.”  says  Belle. 

In  mid-July,  the  Belscampers  finally 
decided  to  keep  their  club  open  until 
Saturday  night,  July  24.  They  had  some 
bills  that  were  due. 

But  the  club  wasn’t  making  enough  to 
pay  those  bills. 

On  one  morning  of  July  24,  Belle  awoke 
with  the  feeling  that  she  and  Bill  should 
do  something.  So  they  started  removing 


The  Bellscum pers  hare  a  'cool  one'  (ice  cream) 
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the  alcoholic  beverages  from  their  club 
and  informing  their  customers  they 
weren’t  selling  such  drinks  any  more. 

The  club  stayed  open.  But  we  didn’t  do 
any  business  for  the  next  two  weeks,” 
says  Bill. 

That  had  changed  by.  last,  week, 
though.  On  a  mid-week  night,  “The 
Conversion”  was  doing  a  land  office 
business. 

Bill  says  it  “shows  you  what  the  Lord 
can  do.” 

Interesting  among  the  club’s  features 
is  its  handwritten  menu,  featuring  such 
intriguing  drinks  as  “Martha 
Marguerita,”  “Hebrew  Hurricane,”  and 
the  “Mount  Caremel  Sundae.”  They 
feature  every  ingredient  in  a  regular 
cocktail  except  the  alcoholic  beverage, 
says  Belle. 

Another  menu  features  a  Bible  verse 
written  alongside  each  food  item. 

In  the  future,  the  Belscampers  plan  to 
have  live  entertainment  by  those  singing 
religious  music.  They  invite  anyone  who 
wants  to  sing  or  play  to  come  by  and  do 
so. 

The  Belscampers  admit  they’ll  never 
make  as  much  money  with  the 
"Conversion,”  But  Bill  says  “The  Lord’s 
gonna  get  his  10  percent  where  He  never 


got  any  of  it  before.  We  know  this  (the 
Conversion)  is  what  He  wanted  us  to  do. 

Adds  Belle:  “God  loves  this  world  — 
and  Bill  and  I  didn’t  know  what  it  was  all 
about.” 

This  article  by  Mr.  Williams,  staff 
writer  for  the  Longview  (Tex.)  Morning 
Journal,  is  reprinted  by  permission. 
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Ex-Panther  maps  slow,  painful  odyssey  to  Christ 


EDITOR’  NOTE:  Last  fall,  Eldridge 
Cleaver  —  the  black  revolutionary, 
Marxian  radical  and  former  leader  of  the 
Black  Panther  Party  —  returned  to  the 
U.S.  after  seven  years  in  exile  and  was 
jailed.  The  following  spring,  stories 
appeared  that  said  he  had  “found  Christ 
in  his  cell.”  Mr.  Cleaver  has  been 
incensed  by  the  reports  of  his  “sudden 
conversion"  in  prison,  and,  in  a  series  of 
conversations  with  sociologist-author 
Laile  E.  Bartlett,  released  by  Religious 
News  Service,  he  describes  what  he  calls 
"a  very  painful  change  that  has  taken 
place  over  a  seven-year  period  of  time.” 

I  visited  Eldridge 
Cleaver  for  the  first 
time,  in  jail,  on  the 
night  of  April  8, 

1976.  The  first 
question  I  zeroed  in 
on  was  his  religious 
turnabout:  “I 
understand  you’re 
upset  about  the 
stories  coming  out. 

Ecumenical  suFtex 


What  about  your  ‘conversion’?” 

He  answered  with  feeling.  “I  didn’t  like 
the  idea  being  circulated  that  I  had,  like, 
been  ‘born  again  in  my  Alameda  County 
jail  cell,’  that  I  had  ‘seen  God’  or  ‘talked 
to  Jesus’  up  here.  To  me  that  sounds 
silly,  and  I  am  sure  people  would  see  that 
as  some  kind  of  opportunistic  gambit  on 
my  part  in  terms  of  dealing  with  my  legal 
situation.” 

There  are  “prison  ministries,” 
clergymen  who  come  in  and  out  of  jail  to 
minister  to  the  prisoners,  he  explained. 
“They  have  an  interest  in  pushing  their 
programs.  .  .  and  they  have  to  show 
results  to  people  who  support  them 
financially,  and  so  forth. 

“The  man  who  was  responsible  for 
putting  that  story  out  .  .  .  was  trying  to 
pass  on  to  his  supporters  some  ‘good 
news.’  This  was  based  on  his  distortion  of 
conversations  that  we  had  here.  I  was 
explaining  to  him  how  I  had  begun  to 
cultivate  the  spiritual  dimension  in  my 
life. 


“I  don’t  appreciate  the  account  he 
gave  about  me,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
didn’t  want  to  be  in  the  position  of 
downgrading  the  essence  of  what  was 
involved  there,  because  I  do  think  that, 
particularly  in  our  part  of  the  world, 
those  traditional  values  that  society  has 
found  valuable  are  contained  in  the 
religious  vehicle,  and  they  are  contained 
in  the  specific  teachings  of  Jesus. 

“It  is  for  that  reason  I  was  talking  to 
him  about  Jesus,  because  I  had  gone 
back  to  start  studying  what  Jesus 
himself  had  said.  So  I  think  there  is 
something  very  positive  there,  that 
people  need  to  look  at  again. 

“The  prison  minister  took  it  out  of 
context,  and  tried  to  take  credit  for 
‘converting’  me  to  all  this.” 

Not  ‘Sudden’  Conversion 

1  gathered  that  one  of  the  things  that 
most  upset  Cleaver  about  the  reports  was 
the  abruptness  of  his  change:  this 
“sudden”  conversion. 


Pastoral  concerns 
top  poll  of  clergy 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  poll  of  2,490 
ministers  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  four  other  Protestant 
denominations,  sponsored  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  has  found 
that  most  give  low  priority  to  speaking 
out  on  social  issues  or  working  for  social 
justice. 

In  general,  the  clergy  surveyed  felt 
that  the  most  important  task  of  the 
church  is  helping  members  to  be 
Christians  in  all  aspects  of  their  lives. 
Sermon  preparation  received  the  most 
attention  of  a  list  of  activities  engaged  in 
each  week  by  the  ministers  polled. 

The  survey,  which  was  taken  from 
December  1975  through  January  1976, 
involved  clergy  of  the  UMC,  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  United  Church  of  Canada.  It 
was  said  to  be  the  first  such  ecumenical 
poll  taken. 

Report  of  the  survey  results  found  that 
"denominations  are  not  providing  the 
amount  of  pastoral  care  that  ministers 
would  like  to  have  or  feel  they  need. 
Seven  out  of  10  want  such  care.  This 
would  deal  with  such  feelings  as 
loneliness  and  frustration  as  well  as 
other  issues.” 

Denominational  breakdowns  indicated 
that  “the  provision  of  pastoral  care 
appears  to  be  intimately  related  to 
denominational  policy  and  organi¬ 
zation.”  The  report  said  that  “it 
appears,  from  the  clergy’s  point  of  view, 
that  the  polity  and  organization  of  the 
more  free  tradition  is  less  likely  to  help 
them  during  their  periods  of  personal 
need  than  is  the  case  of  a  connectional 
system  as  represented  by  the  United 
Methodists.” 

In  the  area  of  preparation  for  ministry, 
biblical  studies  ranked  as  the  most 
important  element  of  the  curriculum. 
This  category  was  considered  “very 
important”  by  87  percent  of  the 
respondents. 

In  contrast,  the  report  said, 
“theological  studies  was  a  more  distant 
second  (ranked  ‘very  important’  by  61 
percent)  than  would  be  expected.  The 
practical  necessity  of  working  with 
people  in  trouble  elevated  preparation  in 
counseling  to  the  third  level  of 
importance  (ranked  ‘very  important’  by 
52  percent).” 

Another  question  in  the  survey  asked 
respondents  to  indicate  the  effectiveness 
of  their  training  in  various  categories. 
This  found  that  “the  least  effective 
training  occurred  in  membership 
recruitment.”  The  report  commented, 
“One  wonders  the  correlation  between 
the  ineffective  nature  of  such  training 
and  the  decline  of  church  members 
experienced  by  the  denominations 
participating  in  the  survey.” 

The  survey  report  also  emphasized 
that  “Christian  education  is  one  of  the 
four  subjects  with  the  greatest  disparity 
between  importance  and  effectiveness  of 
training.  This  is  a  general  indictment  of 
the  quality  of  Christian  education 
preparation  of  parish  clergy  in  these 
denominations.” 

Two  questions  dealt  with  reactions  to 
the  programs  of  ecumenical 
organizations.  The  first  asked  whether 
such  agencies  as  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches  and  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  are  “valid 
expressions  of  ministry,”  and  the  other 
asked  for  an  indication  of  the  degree  of 
approval  of  the  programs  and  positions 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Regarding  the  first,  the  three  agencies 
listed  received  a  higher  response  in 
Canada  than  in  the  United  States.  About 
two-thirds  of  the  U.S.  respondents 


considered  them  “valid  expressions  of 
ministry,”  compared  with  81  percent  of 
the  Canadian  clergy. 

The  second  question,  regarding 
agreement  with  the  NCC,  found  nearly  73 
percent  of  the  Canadian  clergy  in 
agreement  with  their  National  Council  of 
Churches,  while  57  percent  of  the  U.S. 
clergy  approved  of  their  national 
ecumenical  agency. 

Despite  the  generally  low  ranking  of 
social-action  priorities  by  respondents, 
the  survey  report  also  found  that  a  great 
variation  among  denominations 
occurred  on  this  item  regarding  the 
ranking  of  the  most  important  tasks 
facing  the  church  today. 

The  report  said  that  “leading  the  way 
in  social  issues”  was  more  important 
than  either  “care  of  the  old”  or 
“supporting  world  mission”  for  the 
United  Church  of  Canada  clergy.  In 
contrast,  it  added,  this  item  “was  almost 
of  no  concern  for  Reformed  Church  in 
America  clergy,  who  gave  it  a  mean  rank 
of  4.60.” 

A  question  asking  respondents  to 
indicate  which  ministerial  tasks  they  felt 
they  had  spent  “too  little  time”  in  found 
61  percent  giving  home  visitation  a 
prominent  ranking. 


“That’s  the  whole  point.”  he  agreed. 
“People  read  an  article  today  about 
something  I  say  today,  and  this  is  the 
first  thing  they’ve  read  that  I’ve  said  in 
seven  years,  so  to  them  it’s  like  a 
‘sudden’  change.  But  with  me,  it’s  a  very 
painful  change  that  has  taken  place  over 
a  seven-year  period  of  time." 

Surely  nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  tactics  of  the  Black  Panther 
revolutionaries  than  the  non-violent 
Christianity  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
What  did  Cleaver  think  of  King? 

“I  miss  him,”  he  answered.  “This  is 
actually  how  it  started  with  me,  because 
after  several  years  it  had  become 
obvious  that  there  was  a  huge  vacuum 
that  was  left  by  King.  I  began  to 
appreciate  the  difference  between,  say,  a 
strife-ethic  and  one  based  on  love.” 

“Who  are  your  mentors?” -I  asked  him. 
“The  reading  that  brought  you  to  where 
you  are?  Your  scriptures?  Your  role 
models?” 

“I  started  by  re-studying  Martin 
Luther  King’s  history,  his  speeches, 
some  of  his  writings.  I  would  follow  up 
some  of  the  reference  he  made  to  things 
that  had  influenced  him.  Like  I  went 
back  to  Emerson  and  Thoreau.  And  there 
is  an  American  minister  —  I  always  find 
difficulty  in  pronouncing  his  name  — 
very  popular  during  the  1930s.  He  had  a 


book  called  The  Social  Principles  of 
Jesus.” 

“Walter  Rauschenbusch?” 

“Yes.  Martin  Luther  King  mentioned 
in  one  of  his  writings  that  this  was  a  man 
who  had  influenced  him,  so  I 
immediately  got  hold  of  a  copy,  and  I 
found  there  the  approach  to  Jesus  which 
I  find  most  in  harmony  with  my  own 
social  concerns.  Because,  well,  it  dealt 
with  the  Jesus  who  was  concerned  with 
the  social  situation,  and  who  really  is, 
like,  the  Voice  of  the  greatest  revolution 
that  has  taken  pl&ce,  in  a  way,  in  terms 
of  the  relationships  between  people.  So  I 
studied  this,  and  I  studied  the  Bible.” 

Translating  all  this  into  political  terms 
is  heavy  stuff,  he  explained.  “What  I 
found  was  that  my  previous  philosophy 
had  an  emptiness  at  the  core.  I  came  to 
see  that  there  is  a  fundamental  mistake 
contained  in  the  Marxist-Leninist 
ideologies,  where  they  make  the 
distinction  between  idealism  and 
materialism. 

“Everything  dealing  with  the  spirit  or 
with  religious  subjects  is  lumped  under 
‘idealism’  and  condemned  as  being  ‘the 
opium  (sic)  of  the  people.’  I  came  to  feel 
that  there  is  not  only  room,  but  a 
necessity  for  us  to  address  ourselves  to 
morality  and  the  relationship  between 
people. 

“What  made  Marxism-Leninism 


unworkable  was,  that  there  was  no 
humanity  in  it,  no  love. 

Black  Panthers  Wrong 

“So  I  was  wrong,  and  the  Black 
Panthers  were  wrong.  We  had  a  totally 
political  and  economic  approach,  without 
giving  any  consideration  to  the  more 
civilizing  influences.  Materialism,  racial 
separation,  destructive  negativism,  hate 
—  they  won’t  do  the  job.  I  can  see  that, 
now.” 

The  present  irony,  I  noted,  “is  that 
people  today  see  you  as  having  flipped  to 
the  other  extreme.  The  once-fiery  radical 
is  now  labeled  as  ‘rightist’  and 
‘reactionary.’  ” 

“I  studied  and  was  quite  puzzled,”  he 
said,  “by  the  phenomenon  of  the  right 
wing  or  conservatism  in  America, 
because  they  are  always  associated  with 
patriotism.  They  are  always  waving  the 
flag,  and  there  was  always  a  certain 
soulful  feeling. 

“I  think  this  is  one  thing  that  a  lot  of 
people  ought  to  take  another  look  at, 
because  I’m  not  talking  about  becoming 
a  ‘right  wing  reactionary.’  I’m  talking 
about  a  new  approach  to  change,  that 
recognizes  that  many  of  the  values  that 
the  people  who  are  identified  as 
‘conservative’  or  ‘reactionary’  are  really 
concerned  about:  conserving  our  values 
that  absolutely  must  be  defended  and 
conserved.” 


United  Methodist  leaders  deplore 
end  to  New  York’s  6 blue  laws’ 


Actor  changes  outlook 

TUNISIA  —  After  seven  months, 
filming  of  a  six-hour  television 
production  of  “The  Life  of  Christ”  has 
recently  been  completed  here.  British 
actor  Robert  Powell,  who  portrays  Jesus 
Christ  ii*  the  film,  said  of  this  role:  “I 
never  was  a  devout  person.  The  last  time 
I  was  in  church  was  as  a  child.  Yet  since 
having  been  confronted  with  the  life  of 
Jesus  for  the  past  seven  months  as 
intensely  as  I  have  been,  I  suddenly  have 
doubts  about  my  disbelief.  This  role  as 
Jesus  has  certainly  changed  my  outlook 
on  many  things.” 
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Wesley  rides  again 
in  London  musical  hit 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  Three  United 
Methodist  leaders  deplored  what  they 
called  “one  more  step  toward  a  secular 
society”  last  week  as  major  retail  stores 
opened  for  business  on  Sundays  in  the 
metropolitan  area  here. 

But  one  U.M.  pastor  in  Manhattan  said 
Christians  are  at  least  partially  to  blame 
for  the  secularization  of  the  Christian 
Sabbath.  And  all  three  called  on 
Christians  to  make  individual  decisions 
to  retain  Sunday  as  a  day  of  rest  and 
worship. 

Sunday  shopping  was  made  possible 
here  by  a  New  York  State  Court  of 
Appeals  ruling  in  June  which  struck 
down  two  key  sections  of  the  General 
Business  Laws,  known  as  “blue  laws.” 
Widespread  shopping  began  in  late 
August  in  the  greater  New  York  area  as 
Macy’s.  Gimbels  and  other  major 
retailers  opened  their  doors  for  a  seven- 
day  work  week. 

Bishop  Ralph  Ward,  of  United 
Methodism’s  New  York  area,  called  the 
striking  down  of  blue  laws  “regrettable, 
a  very  unfortunate  development.  It’s 
been  held  off  for  a  long  time,”  he  told 
TM/UMR,  “but  we  can’t  beat  it  any 
longer.”  It’s  up  to  each  individual 


By  BEVERLY  B.  BOCHE 

John  Wesley  rides  again  through  the 
streets  of  London  and,  if  all  goes  well,  he 
may  soon  be  “riding”  across  the  United 
States.  The  hit  musical,  “Ride,  Ride,” 
based  on  the  life  of  Methodism’s  founder 
is  planning  a  tour  of  this  country 
sometime  within  the  next  two  years. 

After  performances  in  a  number  of 
Bristish  cities,  the  play  has  been  running 
in  London’s  Westminster  Theatre  since 
May.  (See  TM/UMR,  July  9.)  It  was 
written  by  an  Anglican  clergyman  and  is 
based  on  a  true  incident  in  the  life  of 
Wesley. 

Using  music,  humor  and  numerous 
quotes  from  the  world’s  first  Methodist, 
“Ride”  tells  the  story  of  19-year-old 
Martha  Thompson  who  leaves  her  home 
in  the  north  of  England  to  seek  a  life  in 
London.  Here  she  meets  Wesley  and  is 
converted  by  his  preaching. 

As  a  follower  of  Wesley,  Martha  runs 
afoul  of  her  employer  and  his  wife  who 
are  firm  believers  in  the  Church  of 
England  and  the  status  quo.  These  two 
conspire  with  the  rector  of  the  local 
Anglican  church  to  have  her  committed 
to  Bedlam,  the  notorious  insane  asylum. 
The  rector  feels  Wesley  is  dangerous  and 
labels  him  a  “spiritual  vagabond.” 

Charles  Wesley  learns  of  her  fate  and 
confronts  his  brother  with  his  continuing 
responsibility  for  people  whom  he  has 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
church  in  Angola  has  “as  much  freedom 
as  anywhere  in  the  world”  according  to 
the  former  United  Methodist  bishop  of 
the  country. 

Biship  Ralph  E.  Dodge,  now  retired 
and  living  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  visited  his 
former  episcopal  area  in  connection  with 
a  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Africa 
Central  Conference  in  Mindolo,  Zambia. 
He  was  Angola  bishop  from  1956  to  1964, 
but  prevented  from  visiting  the  nation 
after  1961. 

The  government  of  President 
Agostinho  Neto  has  placed  no 


Former  youth  ministry  style 
called  4 best ’  by  researcher 


CINCINNATI  (RNS)  —  Denominations 
which  gave  up  traditional  youth 
programs  made  a  mistake,  says  a 
Lutheran  pastor  and  specialist  in  youth 
ministry. 

Dr.  Merton  Strommen,  president  of 
Youth  Research  Center.  Minneapolis, 
told  the  30th  international  youth 
convention  of  the  Church  of  God 
(Anderson,  Ind.)  that  denominations  like 
the  Church  of  God  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  which 
“maintained  (youth)  staff”  and 
supported  their  “creative”  work  are 


better  off  than  those  who  didn’t. 

He  said  the  experiment  during  the  last 
several  years  of  integrating  young 
believers  into*  general  congregational 
programs  and  activities  had  negative 
effects,  according  to  his  research. 

Young  members  fell  away  as  special 
programs  for  them  were  eliminated  or 
de-emphasized.  he  said. 

In  general  in  American  religion.  Dr. 
Strommen  said,  youth  work  is  at  a  50- 
year  “low  ebb.”  About  6,000  young 
people  attended  the  youth  conference 
here. 


Christian  how  to  spend  Sunday  and  “we 
would  hope  Christians  will  look  at  this 
question  very  seriously.” 

While  the  United  Methodist  Church 
holds  no  official  policy  regarding  Sunday 
closings,  an  associate  minister  of  one  of 
New  York’s  largest  churches  said  he 
personally  finds  the  ruling 
“discouraging.”  Dr.  Roderick  Dail,  of 
Christ  UMC,  called  it  “another 
indication  that  the  place  of  the  church  in 
society  is  diminishing.  This  has  been  a 
long-standing  fight  here.  There  are 
powerful  financial  interests  and  support 
for  Sunday  closing  has  gradually 
eroded.” 

Dr.  William  M.  James,  pastor  of 
Metropolitan  Community  UMC  in 
Harlem,  sees  the  striking  down  of  blue 
laws  as  “one  more  manifestation  of  total 
moral  breakdown,”  but  lays  part  of  the 
blame  on  the  church  for  not  making  the 
moral  impact  it  should. 

Claiming  that  “Christians  need  to  get 
their  own  things  together  first,”  he  told 
TM/UMR  they  haven’t  made  the  church 
a  centra]  place  for  Sunday  activity  even 
among  themselves.  Instead  of  using 
Sunday  for  “useful  study,  useful  worship, 
useful  recreation,”  he  maintains, 
churchpersons  have  been  non-attenders, 
or  have  tended  to  use  the  church  as  “a 


stopping  place  on  the  way  to  the  beach  or 
to  some  other  main  objective.” 

If  Christians  get  away  from  the  idea 
that  the  Sabbath  is  “just  a  ritualistic 
thing,  if  they  are  seen  celebrating  the 
resurrection  on  Sunday  and  on 
weekdays,”  he  says,  only  then  will  they 
have  impact  on  the  community  around 
them. 

Meanwhile,  statement  was  issued  by 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  John  R.  McGann 
of  Rockbille  Centre  asking  Long  Island 
Catholics  to  boycott  Sunday  shopping. 

Episcopal  Suffragan  Bishop  J.  Stuart 
Wetmore  of  New  York  said  that  it’s  up  to 
Christians  to  discipline  themselves  to 
observe  the  sabbath,  but  that  blue  laws 
for  too  long  have  placed  an  unfair 
restriction  on  “non-practicing  Christians 
and  “those  of  other  faiths.” 

"Let  us  celebrate  the  Lord’s  Day 
with  paschal  joy  and  renew  our 
appreciation  of  its  deeply  religious 
significance,”  Bishop  McGann  said. 

“At  the  same  time,”  he  said,  “let  us 
keep  watch  on  our  Sunday  activities  so 
that,  with  citizens  of  other  faiths  we  may 
give  public  evidence  of  our  adherence  to 
the  common  day  of  rest.  Unnecessary 
work  or  shopping,  all  that  smacks  of 
commercialization  or  secularization  of 
Sunday  should  be  avoided.” 


influenced  and  who  have  changed  their 
lives  because  of  his  teachings.  John 
Wesley  sets  out  to  free  her,  but  Martha 
has  found  a  ministry  with  the  inmates  of 
Bedlam  and  is  reluctant  to  leave  them. 
Finally,  after  Wesley  pleads  with  her 
that  he  needs  her  to  aid  in  his  work  she 
consents  to  leave  and  as  the  play  ends 
Martha  accompanies  the  preacher  to  her 
home  in  the  north  where  she  is  to  begin  a 
Methodist  society. 

“Ride,  Ride”  contains  18  musical 
numbers  including  the  title  song. 
Another  entitled,  “It’s  Exciting  to  be 
Alive,”  tells  about  a  future  filled  with 
promise  and  predicts  that  soon  “we’ll  be 
travelling  12  miles  per  hour.”  Still 
another,  “What  Thou  Hast  Done,”  is 
based  on  one  of  Wesley’s  own  poems. 

The  entire  production  is  surrounded  by 
Christian  influences.  In  addition  to  the 
author,  Alan  Thornhill,  who  is  a  minister, 
the  theater  in  which  “Ride”  is  being 
performed  was  built  as  a  royal  chapel  in 
1766.  Aldersgate  Productions,  producer 
of  the  musical,  was  formed  to  promote 
“plays  and  literary  works  which  will 
encourage  people  to  live  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
religion.”  Its  board  is  composed  of 
Methodists,  both  lay  and  clergy. 

Ms.  Boche  is  editor  of  the  Minnesota 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Angolan  church  free ,  bishop  says 


restrictions  on  church  activities  Bishop 
Dodge  said  and  wants  churches  to  open 
as  many  schools  as  possible.  All  teachers 
are  now  government  paid,  he  added,  in 
contrast  to  the  days  when  Angola  was  a 
Portuguese  colony  and  only  Roman 
Catholic  schools  were  government 
funded. 

Bishop  Dodge  said  President  Neto, 
whom  he  has  known  since  the  president 
was  a  youth,  apologized  for  not  replying 
to  the  bishop’s  July  request  that  he 
commute  the  sentences  of  four  Bristish 
and  American  mercenaries  involved  in 
the  Angolan  civil  war. 

The  president  said  the  decision  to  let 
the  four  be  executed  was  “difficult," 
Bishop  Dodge  reported. 

During  the  Africa  Central  Conference 
meeting,  four  bishops  were  chosen  for 
life  after  serving  one  or  more  terms: 
Bishops  Emilio  de  Carvalho,  Angola; 
Onema  Fama,  Zaire;  Abel  T.  Muzorewa, 
Rhodesia;  and  Escrivao  A.  Zunguze, 
Mozambique. 

Following  his  election.  Bishop  Zunguze 
resigned.  In  his  place,  Dr.  Almeida 
Penicela,  a  high-school  principal  in 
Mozambique  was  elected  bishop.  Elected 
to  head  the  newly  created  Shaba 
episcopal  area  in  Zaire  was  Bishop  Nogy 
Kimba  Wakadilo,  director  of  the 
Kimbulu  Kayeka  School  of  Theology  at 
Mulungwishi.  Zaire. 


Just  how  hard  do  ministers  work? 

_  .  ,  •  i i  , ;  l  TTnv  q  pnmnlpfp  renort  that  will  srive 


To  get  ail  idea,  we  picked  eight 
ministers  representing  big,  medium  and 
small  congregations,  different  denomi-  • 
nations,  urban  and  rural  churches  and 
various  parts  of  the  country. 

Each  was  given  a  diary  and 
instructed  to  record  every  activity  round 
the  clock  for  one  month. 

For  example,  most  of  these  ministers 
worked  seven  days  a  week  most  weeks. 
They  averaged  nine  hours.  Based  on  a 
seven-day  week,  they  averaged  7.7  hours 
a  day  for  such  duties  as  visitation,  con¬ 
ducting  services,  study,  counseling  and 
administration  (which,  incidentally,  is  the 
most  demanding  duty,  averaging  26 
hours  a  week  for  the  eight  ministers). 

As  you  might  expect,  there  was  great 
diversity  in  the  way  each  minister 
allocated  time,  which  suggests  that  an 
objective  evaluation  of  time  management 
can  benefit  everyone  concerned. 


For  a  complete  report  that  will  give 
you  a  better  understanding  of  your 
minister’s  personal  and  professional  needs 
and  give  you  ideas  for  easing  the  stress 
on  your  minister,  return  the  coupon  today. 

It  can  benefit  your  entire  congrega¬ 
tion,  as  much  as  it  will  your  minister. 


|  The  Ministers  Life  &  Casualty  Union 

Ministers  Life 

Dept.  J,  Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  65416 

Please  rush _ copies  of  your  report 

76B  on  the  Minister’s  Work  Life. 
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Faith,  hope  and  determination  -  recipe  for  a  church  camp 


Some  of  the  Ruston  District  ministers  are  shown  at  the  planning  retreat :  (l-r) 
Larry  O'Dell,  Lee  Kneip,  Steve  Spurlock,  Leland  Wade.  Swindell  Hodges,  Tracy 
Arnold,  and  Mickey  Stringfield. 


Twenty-seven  ministers  of  the  Ruston 
District  met  at  Tatum  Lodge  recently  for 
a  District  Planning  Retreat  according  to 
Superintendent  Edward  R.  Thomas. 
They  were  challenged  to  work  out  a 
year's  schedule  of  preaching  and 
worship;  plan  for  a  full  visitation 
program;  and  develop  a  method  of 
effective  evangelism. 


Discussion  groups  centered  around 
ways  of  improving  the  Charge 
Conference,  the  District  Conference,  and 
Preachers’  meetings.  Ministers  of  the 
District  lead  in  various  phases  of  the 
work.  A  schedule  of  meetings  and 
emphases  was  formulated. 

The  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid,  Pastor  of  the 
Homer  Church,  was  host  for  the  retreat. 


'ownville  becomes  Asbury  mi  i  /»  •  _ 

— - -  Thank  you  tor  your  interest 

New  name,  new  facility, 

and  a  check  in  the  Foundation 


From  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Director 


Ruston  District  ministers 
hold  planning  retreat 


Eloi  Primeaux,  chairman  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  Committee,  inspects 
sign  on  a  tree  on  the  grounds. 


(Editor's  note:  the  following  story  was 
sent  to  this  newspaper  by  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service.  Alexandria.  It  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  Kenneth  Graham.  Jr., 
Soil  Conservationist,  Jennings,  La.) 

What  do  you  get  when  you  mix  a  little 
hope,  a  touch  of  faith  and  a  whole  lot  of 
determination?  The  12.000  United 
Methodists  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
tried  it  and  came  up  with  one  of  the  first 
church  camps  around. 

“It  all  began  in  the  early  60’s,''  said 
Eloi  Primeaux,  chairman  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp  Committee, 
"when  Rev.  Leonard  Cooke  was 
appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  .  .  A  group  of  laymen 
approached  Reverend  Cooke  with  the 
idea  of  getting  a  camp  for  the  kids." 

Reverend  Cooke  went  to  Primeaux. 
who  was  then  working  with  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service,  to  ask  his  help  in 
finding  a  suitable  location.  Eloi 
Primeaux  enlisted  the  aid  of  Forester 
Bill  Jackson  of  the  J.  A.  Bel  estate  at 
Kinder,  and  the  search  was  on 

They  found  what  they  were  looking 
for— a  120-acre  site  about  13  miles 
northwest  of  Kinder.  With  little  else  to  go 
on  except  faith,  hope  and  determination 
they  set  out  to  find  a  way  to  purchase  the 
land  and  build  the  camp.  The  next  step 
was  to  set  up  a  camp  fund,  which  grew 
swiftly  to  $1,000.  With  this  money  10 
surplus  Government  houses  were 


bought,  and  later  resold  for  a  $4,000 
profit! 

The  camp  project  was  now  off  and 
running.  Methodists  all  over  the  District 
began  to  buy  an  acre  of  land  for  $100. 
Within  two  years  the  land  was  theirs  A 
Lake  Charles  Camp  Committee  was  set 
up.  composed  of  the  Minister  and  one 
layman  from  each  church  in  the  District. 
A  Board  of  Directors  was  elected. 

Being  a  long-time  conservationist,  Eloi 
Primeaux  knew  that  a  well-rounded  plan 
was  necessary  to  ensure  that 
development  should  be  orderly  and  in 
harmony  with  the  environment.  Help  of 
the  Calcasieu  Soil  and  Water 
Conservation  District  was  enlisted. 

Through  the  knowledge  of  the 
Conservation  group,  basic  information 
was  established,  with  every  aspect  of  the 
land  studied  and  analyzed.  Mr. 
Primeaux  notes.  “Without  this  basic 
information  we  would  never  have 
had  a  good  sound  plan 

Construction  began  with  four  cabins,  a 
pavilion,  dining  hall,  and  a  swimming 
pool.  District  churches  assessed 
themselves  $1.50  per  member  per  year  to 
pay  construction  costs  Many  people  of 
the  community  joined  in  the  project:  the 
Allen  Parish  Jury;  REA;  J.  A.  Bel  estate 
personnel;  Crane  Brothers  construction 
firm.  Many  Methodists  were  visibly 
identified  in  the  day-by-day  work— Eloi 
Primeaux.  Hubert  Blanchard,  the  late 


Pastors  and  former  Pastors  of  the 
following  churches  have  called  our 
attention  to  omissions  in  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  in  the  report  of  the  giving 
by  their  churches  to  the  Foundation  on 
Heritage  Sunday.  We  are  glad  to  make 
these  changes  : 

Franklin  $291.65 

Fisher  $40.00 

Broadmoor  @  Shreveport  $597.36 
First  @  Pineville  $3,029.00 

Hackberry  $18.50 

Mount  Olive  ( Bastrop )  $29.00 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  report 
published  in  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  on  August  27,  1976 

concerning  the  giving  through 


distribution  of  the  Bicentennial 
Medallions  was  sent  direct  to  the 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  by  the 
District  Superintendents.  The 
Foundation’s  Director  did  not  have  the 
privilege  of  seeing  the  report  until  it  was 
published. 

(Note  from  the  News  Department 
Any  errors  or  omissions  are  the  total 
responsibility  of  the  office  of  the 
newspaper.  They  were  not  intentional, 
and  were  reported  as  they  were  given  to 
the  News  Department.  We  appreciate 
Doctor  Clark's  calling  the  above  to  our 
attention,  and  any  others  will  be  reported 
as  they  come  to  us.  —  TRB) 


Trinity  Ruston  begins 
Bicentennial  celebration 


Trinity  Church,  Ruston  begins  a  week 
of  Bicentennial  celebration  this  Sunday, 
September  19.  The  former  pastor,  Dr. 
Jolly  B.  Harper  will  preach  at  both  the 
8:30  and  10:45  a.m.  services.  At  5:30  in 
the  afternoon,  there  will  be  a  parade 
from  the  site  of  the  third  church  building 
to  the  sites  of  the  first  and  second  church 


buildings  and  on  to  the  present  building. 
There  will  be  some  horseback  riders  and 
some  classic  and  modern  automobiles  in 
the  parade.  A  reception  in  Fellowship 
Hall  will  follow  at  6:00  p.m.  Immediately 
after  this,  a  pageant  in  the  sanctuary  will 
depict  the  history  of  Trinity  Church  from 
the  beginning  to  the  present. 


Shreveport  Metro-Ministries 
sponsors  work  camp 


COM  gives  details  for  Lab  School 


Educational  assistants 


continue  studies  at  Perkins 


Happy  children  at  the  Camp 


Robert  Jamieson,  Rex  Squire,  and  the 
late  W.  D  Pomeroy,  and  many  more. 

The  camp  continually  undergoes 
improvement,  and  future  plans  will 
provide  even  more  facilities.  Young 
people  and  adults  from  all  over 
Southwest  Louisiana  use  the  camp.  Last 
year  more  than  2,100  people, 
representing  18  churches  and  community 


groups  camped,  picnicked,  and  just 
enjoyed  the  great  out-of-doors 
atmosphere  provided  by  the  camp. 

In  speaking  of  the  success,  Mr. 
Primeaux  emphasizes:  “The  real  story 
behind  the  camp  is  the  fact  that  so  many 
people  worked  together  for  a  common 
cause  with  no  monetary  profit  to 
themselves.  This  is  truly  a  project  that 
belongs  to  God." 


Asbury  Church,  near  West  Monroe,  replaces  the  Browrtville  Church  building.  1000 
Club  contributed  check. 


On  August  8  the  Brownville  Church 
moved  into  new  facilities,  took  on  the 
new  name  of  Asbury  UMC,  and  were 
presented  a  check  in  partial  payment 
from  the  1000  Club.  Mr.  Doug  Lawton, 
representing  the  Monroe  District  1000 
Club  presented  the  check  to  Mr.  O.  E. 
Leehy.  the  local  church  representative  of 
the  Club. 

On  the  morning  when  the  move  was 
made,  the  congregation  met  at  Brown¬ 
ville  Church  for  a  Service  of  Farewell 
and  then  caravanned  to  Asbury  for  the 
continuation  of  the  service  of  worship, 
according  to  the  Pastor  Carole  Cotton- 


Winn. 

When  the  church  was  organized  29 
years  ago  it  was  located  several  blocks 
from  Brown  Paper  Mill.  As  a  result  of 
relocating  several  miles  away,  church 
members  decided  to  leave  the 
community-related  name  behind.  The 
five-acre  site  on  which  Asbury  was 
erected  was  purchased  in  August  1974 
and  the  indebtedness  paid  off  in  one  year. 
Ground  for  the  new  building  was  broken 
in  January  of  this  year.  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee  is  Prentice  Joiner; 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  is 
Elbert  Wheelis. 


The  Laboratory  School— Seminar 
Training  Enterprise,  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
SCJ,  will  be  held  at  Noel  Memorial 
Church  in  Shreveport  on  October  7-12. 
The  announcement  from  the  office  of 
Director  Ray  Branton,  gives  information 
concerning  leaders  and  units  of  study. 

Courses  will  be  held  for  all  age  level 
groups,  and  will  include  the  following 
topics:  The  Church  Is  People;  Our 
Church  (Fall  ’76);  Bible  People  Resolve 
Conflict;  God,  The  Universe  and  Me 
(Summer  ’76);  Story  of  the  Church;  Our 
Christian  Heritage  (Explore-Fall  ’76); 
Christian  Studies  for  Late  Teens;  and 
The  Word  In  Our  Midst.  Leaders  from 
various  states  will  be  on  hand  to  lead 


these  course  discussions. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  Lab 
experience  “.  .  .  enables  the  leaders-in- 
training  to  participate  in  the  planning, 
teaching,  and  evaluation  in  an  actual 
classroom  learning  experience  for  a 
particular  age  level  in  the  church.”  The 
Seminar  under  the  guidance  of 
Dr.  Brady  Whitehead,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
is  advanced  training  for  persons  desiring 
to  become  certified  Lab  leaders. 

All  churches  are  invited  and  urged  to 
encourage  leaders  in  these  areas  of 
concern  to  attend  the  meetings.  Please 
note:  Registration  forms  and  fees  must 
be  mailed  by  September  27,  1976  to  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Office 
in  Shreveport. 


More  than  60  participants  continued 
their  quest  for  certification  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  as  associates  in 
Christian  Education  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  this  summer.  Among  them  was 
Miss  LuAn  McMinn,  of  Broadmoor 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  annual  seminar  provides  an 


opportunity  for  educational  assistants  to 
participate  in  a  graduate  level  course 
and  to  earaone  unit  of  credit  on  the  four 
required  by  the  Church  to  become 
associates  in  Christian  Education.  The 
sqbject  of  this  year’s  seminar  was 
“Christian  Theology,"  with  lectures  by 
Dr.  John  Deschner,  Professor  of 
Thedlogy  at  Perkins. 


Miss  LuAn  Mc¬ 
Minn.  of  Baton 
Rouge,  is  shown  at 
Perkins  with  Mr. 
Richard  Cookson, 
director  of  Consul¬ 
tant  Services  to 
Church  Christian 
Educators,  Board 
ofDiscipleship;  and 
Mr.  C.  Wayne 
Banks,  Associate 
Professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education. 

(TvV 


Shreveport  District  parsonnettes  plan 


Shown  here  are 
officers  of  Shreve¬ 
port  District  par- 
sonettes  planning 
for  the  1976-77  year. 
The  first  event  will 
be  a  supper,  includ¬ 
ing  the  “parsons" 
and  will  be  at  the 
Broadmoor  Church. 
From  left.  the 
ladies  are:  Mrs. 
George  Pearce.  Jr., 
publicity  chair¬ 
man.  Mrs.  Jack 
Cooke,  vice-presi¬ 
dent:  Mrs.  Johnny 
Hollingsworth,  sec¬ 
retary  -  treasurer ; 
and  Mrs.  Henry 


Rickey,  president. 


Volunteers  took  time  out  to  relax 
Shreveport 

A  highly  successful  work  camp  at  St. 
James  UM  Day  Care  Center  in 
Shreveport,  has  been  reported  by  James 
Graham,  Director  of  Metro-Ministries, 
the  sponsoring  agent 
Seventeen  youth  from  St.  James  UM 
Church  in  Jackson.  Miss,  came  to 
Shreveport,  and  with  their  four 
counselors  participated  in  the  work 
camp.  The  Rev.  Hugh  G.  Clark,  Youth 
Director  of  the  Mississippi  church,  led 
the  group.  Helping  in  the  effort  were  17 


Ui4.«..s  uw„  ~  camp  at  St.  James. 
volunteers  from  St.  James. 

-  While  the  work  campers  were  carrying 
out  their  mission,  several  groups 
contributed  to  their  comfort  and 
providing  of  meals.  These  included 
United  Methodist  Women.  United 
Methodist  Men,  the  Day  Care  Center 
staff,  and  the  UMY.  The  Rev.  John 
Hamilton  is  pastor  of  St.  James,  and 
Mrs.  Marie  Douglas  is  Director  of  the 
Center. 


Bishop's  Message 

For  forty-one  years  I  have  been  a  pastor  of  a  church  In  this  period  of  time  I 
have  served  every  type  of  appointment,  starting  with  a  four-point  circuit  and 
leaving  St.  Luke’s  Church  in  Houston  to  come  to  Louisiana  During  this  time  I 
have  seen  many  changes  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  in  our  society,  and  I  have 
experienced  many  crises  in  my  own  personal  life.  But  I  believe  the  most 
dramatic  change  I  have  experienced  in  these  years  of  ministry  started  in  July 
when  in  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  I  was  elected  to  the  Episcopacy,  and 
assigned  to  the  Louisiana  Area.  It  has  truly  been  not  only  a  time  of  moving,  but 
one  of  change  and  adjustment. 

In  the  midst  of  all  of  this,  the  one  factor  that  has  brought  joy  and 
encouragement  to  Mrs.  Shamblin  and  myself  is  the  warm  welcome  extended  to 
us  by  the  Methodists  of  Louisiana,  both  lay  and  clergy.  Your  words  of  welcome 
and  your  expressions  of  confidence  and  your  pledge  of  support  to  the  work  of  the 
conference  have  been  a  source  of  great  strength  for  us. 

It  has  thrilled  us  to  see  how  deeply  you  love  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield. 
They  have  been  so  kind  and  gracious  in  helping  us  to  find  our  way  into  our  new 
home,  into  New  Orleans,  and  into  the  work  of  this  Conference.  There  is  no  way 
that  they  could  have  been  more  thoughtful  or  gracious,  and  I  know  that  it  is  this 
spirit  that  has  so  endeared  them  to  you. 

I  want  to  express  to  everyone  our  gratitude  for  your  warm  welcome  and 
every  thoughtful  courtesy.  I  want  to  tell  you  that  we  are  very  pleased  and  happy 
to  be  in  Louisiana,  and  Mrs.  Shamblin  and  I  want  to  pledge  you  our  best  in  the 
years  ahead  as  we  join  together  to  serve  Christ  and  His  Church  through  the 


Louisiana  Area. 


Sincerely. 


J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


Do  you  know? 

That  all  profits  from  The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  will  go  to 
the  support  of  some  United  Methodist  institution  in  the  state,  or  as  the  donor 
mav  designate. 

UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION  of  LOUISIANA 
1010  Mid  South  Towers 
Shreveport,  La.  71101 
(318  )  222-8696 
Clyde  S.  Clark  -  Director 
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‘Blue  laws’  are  wrong  way  to  ‘day  of  rest’  ‘ Unification  Church’ should  be 

exposed  as  a  religious  ‘ rip-off  ’ 


Only  the  “battle  ground"  seems  to 
change  in  the  perennial  fight  between 
parts  of  Christian  Community  and  some 
retail  businesses  over  Sunday  closing 
laws  (“blue laws”). 

The  most  recent  skirmish  took  place  in 
New  York,  where  such  “blue  laws"  have 
been  nullified  by  a  State  Court  of  Appeals 
ruling  (see TM/UMR, Sept.  10). 

As  usual,  the  striking  down  of  the  “blue 
laws"  has  caused  an  outcry  from  church 
officials  in  several  denominations, 
bemoaning  the  action  as  further 
evidence  of  the  secularization  of  our 
society  (a  moving  away  from  religious 
values). 

While  we  agree  “secularization”  is  a 
major  obstacle  in  the  path  of  the  church 
today,  we  believe  “blue  laws"  are  not  a 
viable  or  even  desirable  way  to  combat 
that  trend.  Just  as  the  church  found  that 
Puritan-inspired  laws  requiring  that  all 
citizens  attend  church  were  undesirable, 
unfruitful,  and  unworkable,  it  is  finding 
that  “blue  laws"  are  likewise  impotent  at 
confronting  the  problems  posed  by 
secularization. 

In  addition  to  the  religious 
ineffectiveness  of  the  laws,  they  are  off 
target  for  at  least  two  other  reasons : 

( 1 )  They  are  inequitable.  All  such  laws 
start  with  the  correct  assumption  that 
our  society  needs  to  be  able  to  buy 
“some”  items  on  Sunday.  The  legal 
system  then  proceeds  to  “approve” 
certain  types  of  items  while  "rejecting" 
others. 

A  look  at  any  such  list  of  “approved" 
and  “rejected”  items  will  show  what 
such  picking  and  choosing  by  our 
lawmakers  can  do.  Is  one  person’s 
“necessity"  not  another  person’s 
“luxury?"  Cigarettes,  for  instance,  can 
be  purchased  under  many  “blue  laws" 
while  such  diverse  items  as  hardware, 
clothing  and  books  cannot. 

The  responsibility  of  deciding  such 
matters  by  law  in  a  society  which  is  so 
diverse  as  ours  and  which  runs  “non¬ 
stop"  seven  days  a  week,  often  is 
reduced  to  providing  convenience  for  the 
influential  or  the  majority  while 
penalizing  the  powerless  or  the  minority. 

(2)  “Blue  laws"  erode  the  important 
separation  of  church  and  state  by 
imposing  the  religious  beliefs  of  some 
Christians  on  Americans  of  all  faiths. 
While  abstinence  from  work  and 
participation  in  the  market  place  is  a 
valid  Christian  value,  it  should  not  be  a 
mandatory  part  of  our  civil  life.  Any  law 
which  regulates  the  whole  of  society  for 
reasons  of  religious  dogma  is  a  danger 
not  only  to  the  rights  of  non-Christians 
but  ultimately  to  the  freedom  of  religion 
itself. 

While  we  oppose  “blue  laws”  in 

TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  editions 

Six  additional  local  congregations  have 
begun  publishing  local  church  editions  of 
TM/UMR  so  far  in  the  month  of 
September  Each  of  the  editions  includes 
a  special  front  page  of  local  church  news, 
a  page  of  annual  conference  news  and 
four  pages  of  general  church  news  and 
comment. 

The  new  editions  include:  Forest  Hills 
CMC.  Tampa.  Florida  (Florida 
Conference),  375  subscriptions; 

Bloomfield  UMC,  Bloomfield,  Colorado 
(Rocky  Mountain  Conference),  400 
subscriptions:  First  UMC.  Weslaco, 

Texas  (Southwest  Texas  Conference), 
400  subscriptions.  First  UMC,  Colorado 
City.  Texas  (Northwest  Texas 
Conference),  350  subscriptions; 

Chaplewood  UMC,  Houston.  Texas 
(Texas  Conference),  1,350  subscriptions; 
and  First  UMC.  W'illiston.  Florida 
(Florida  Conference),  250  subscriptions. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these 
congregations  we  say  “Welcome.  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  edition  of 

TM/UMR  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
via  “  Letters  to  the  Editor 
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principle,  we  support  the  Christian  intent 
behind  those  laws  when  applied  not  to  the 
masses,  but  to  individual  Christians. 

•  We  support  and  hope  all  Christians 
will  support  the  right  of  all  workers  in 
our  society  to  a  day  of  rest,  preferably 
Sunday,  without  being  penalized  by  their 
employers. 

•  We  support  individual  expressions  of 
conscience  in  which  a  person  may  decide 
on  religious  grounds  to  not  work  during  a 
holy  day  or  take  part  in  commerce. 
Likewise,  we  support  any  legislation  to 
insure  that  Christians  and  workers  of 
other  faiths  will  not  be  penalized  for 
refusing  to  work  on  their  Sabbath. 

•  We  support  as  a  valid  witness  of  faith 
the  refusal  of  Christians  to  make 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


unnecessary  purchases  on  Sunday,  or  to 
patronize  business  establishments  which 
open  for  “business  as  usual"  on  Sunday. 
If  enough  Christians  refused  to  shop  on 
Sunday,  it  would  be  unprofitable  for 
many  business  to  remain  open 

We  hope  Christians  —  when  possible  — 
will  choose  not  to  work  or  make 
purchases  on  Sunday  —  particularly 
during  the  time  traditionally  set  aside  for 
church  school  and  worship.  We  hope 
Christian  persons  in  business  will  choose 
to  close  on  Sunday  in  all  areas  of 
commerce  where  it  is  possible. 

Through  such  individual  freedom  of 
choice,  Christians  can  make  a  witness  of 
faith  to  our  secular  society  in  a  way  that 
no  law  can. 


By  ROD  SAUNDERS 
Your  article  on  “The  Rev.”  Sun  Myung 
Moon  (TM/UMR,  June  18)  was  not 
strong  enough  in  dealing  with  the  wrongs 
of  this  man  and  his  self-styled  religion. 
Certainly  his  "theology”  is  questionable, 
but  his  other  practices  are  the  most 
questionable  —  especially  considering 
that  in  the  theological  arena  one  can 
easily  be  rapped  for  “witch-hunting”  or 
“heresy-hunting."  But  let  the  record  of 
what  the  “Unification  Church"  does 
show  how  totally  it  is  a  rip-off.  and  how 
non-Christian  this  sect  is. 

To  begin  with,  Moon  has  set  himself  as 


the  savior  of  the  world.  He  is  an  avowed 
anti-communist,  and  as  such  gets  full 
support  from  the  Park  regime  of  South 
Korea  —  though  not  from  the  churches 
there  Indeed,  he  was  removed  by  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  South  Korea 
after  leading  so-called  purification  rites 
that  were  little  more  than  group  sex 
orgies.  He  seeks  to  establish  a  military 
rule  of  moral  might/right,  but  one  of  his 
own  choosing,  not  of  any  democratic 
process. 

The  Unification  Church  has  some  forty 
different  “front"  organizations,  with 
such  names  as  "Project  Unity."  "Little 


Views  in  letters  on  Rhodesia  were  off  target 


To  the  Editor: 

I,  too,  am  saddened  that  a  non-violent 
solution  in  Rhodesia  has  not  come  about. 
Yet  I  have  difficulty  with  views 
expressed  by  letter  writers  in  the  August 
20  and  August  27  issues. 

The  issue,  as  I  see  it,  is  not  so  much 
seeking  “God’s  approval  of  violence  and 
killing”  as  it  is  the  necessity  of  seeking 
God’s  mercy  on  his  stiff-necked, 
rebellious  children:  the  white  minority 
who  refuse  to  negotiate  after  decades  of 
doing  violence  and  humiliation  to  the 
majority:  the  blacks  who  are  so 
desperate  and  frustrated  they  see  no 
other  way  out. 

If  your  letter  writers  are  absolute 
pacifists,  then  I  will  respect  their  views 
and  assume  that  they,  likewise,  deplore 
the  violence  of  Bunker  Hill,  Gettysburg, 
Vietnam,  and  the  death  penalty. 

Part  of  my  faith  journey  has  been  to 
learn  so  painfully  that  the  simple 
application  of  isolated  biblical  texts  to 
complex  issues  is  neither  fruitful  nor 
responsible  fidelity  to  the  Gospel. 

D.  D.  English 
Rockton,  Illinois 

People  too  afraid  of 
icord  'com  m  u  n  ism  ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  truly  sorry  for  people  (like  Sam 
L.  Wells,  Jr.,  “Letters  to  the  Editor," 
August  20)  who  are  apparently  so 
frightened  by  the  word  “communism" 
that  they  can’t  seem  to  understand  the 
desire  for  freedom  in  all  of  life  that 
comes  with  Christianity. 

Socialism  in  Africa  is  based  on 
Christian  principles  (belief  in  God)  not 
Marxism  (no  belief  in  God).  When  non¬ 
violence  fails  as  a  tool  for  attaining 
freedom,  why  is  it  more  wrong  for  them 
to  turn  to  violence  than  it  was  for  our 
forefathers  in  America? 

I  see  a  parallel  between  what  we  did  to 
the  American  Indians  and  what  the 
White  minority  rulers  are  doing  to  the 
native  Africans.  It  is  not  a  past  for  which 
Christians  can  be  proud.  Therefore,  I 
feel,  we  should  do  all  that  we  can  to  help 
oppressed  people  (anywhere  in  the 
world)  gain  freedom. 

Working  through  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  United  Nations  is  the 
best  way  at  the  present  time  to 
accomplish  this.  These  organizations  are 
not  perfect,  but  are  at  least  open 
channels  of  communication  and 
cooperation  between  nations. 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  become  an 
active  agent  for  change  through  existing 
channels  than  to  withdraw  and  forfeit 
opportunities  to  serve  and  witness  at  all? 

Trust  God  enough  to  let  Him  change 
your  mind! 

Barbara  L.  Startup 
Hawthorne,  Florida 

Position  is  hypocrisy 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  and  record  of  interview 
with  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  were  most  interesting  reading 
and  should  be  a  lesson  to  a  people  who 
used  to  believe  in  the  teachings  of  their 
church  leaders. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  says  that  “Blacks  of 
Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia)  want  their  God- 
given  unalienable  rights  —  life,  liberty 
and  pursuit  of  happiness."  that  “the 
church  needs  to  help  stop  the  violence  on 
all  those  lives,"  and  that  “God  was 
calling  me  to  help  clean  up  the  mess  in 
my  country."  At  the  same  time  Bishop 
Muzorewa  has  taken  “refuge"  in 
Mozambique,  a  country  which  is  itself 
practicing  the  worst  form  of  “violence 
and  human  degradation"  (to  use  the 
words  in  your  own  editorial)  against  the 
thousands  of  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  in  that 
country. 

While  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  may  not 
believe  as  Methodists  do.  they  seem  to  be 
considerable  more  Christian  than  does 
Bishop  Muzorewa.  I  do  not  condone 
repression  of  black  people  by  white 
people,  but  neither  do  I  condone 
repression  of  black  people  by  black 
people  which  is  happening  all  over  Africa 
in  countries  which  have  recently 
obtained  their  “freedom.” 

Christian  hypocrisy  is  hypocrisy  of  the 
worst  kind 

R.  S.  Shoemaker 
Millbrae.  California 

Arc  Christians  sinners'/ 

To  the  Editor  : 

Regarding  the  letter  by  Sam  Hughes  in 
the  September  3  issue  condemning  Rev 
Ed  Robb  for  his  failure  to  distinguish 
between  Christians  and  sinners,  I  think 
the  readers  should  see  a  different  point 
of  view.  I  do  not  think  anyone  can  or 
should  make  such  a  “black  and  white" 
distinction.  This  is  why: 

First  of  all.  it  is  quite  interesting  to 
note  how  Christ  himself  remarked.  "Why 
do  you  call  me  good?  There  is  none  good 


but  one.  that  is  God.  But  if  you  want  to 
enter  into  life,  keep  His  command¬ 
ments.  ( Matt.  19:17).  Does  this  not  have 
something  to  say  about  the  supposed 
goodness  of  Christians? 

Secondly,  being  bom  again  does  not 
necessarily  convert  a  sinner  into  a 
completely  unerring,  righteous  person 
overnight.  The  distinction  that  must  be 
made  is  not  what  the  sinner  becomes,  but 
rather  how  God  begins  to  regard  the 
sinner  after  his  decision  to  follow  Christ. 
In  other  words,  when  one  decides  to 
accept  Christ  as  his  Saviour,  he  is 
changed  from  a  sinner  who  follows  after 
his  own  desires  into  a  sinner  who  is 
willing  to  follow  the  will  of  God  through 
the  guidance  of  Christ  and  the  Holy 
Spirit.  As  a  result,  though  he  is  still  a 
sinner  by  nature,  God  loves  him  for  his 
change  of  attitude  and  will  help  him 
overcome  his  weaknesses  and 
selfishness. 

Perish  the  thought,  fellow  readers,  that 
we  should  ever  lose  sight  of  the  days 
when  we  were  sinners  who  had  not 
accepted  Christ  as  our  Saviour.  If  we 
became  like  this  (that  is,  sinless),  we 
would  never  be  able  to  get  through  to 
those  who  have  not  yet  made  that  crucial 
decision  to  follow  Christ  instead  of  self. 
Many  times,  the  witness  some  Christians 
bear  to  the  world  is  ruined  because  they 
believe  they  are  sinless. 

If  I  were  to  ever  regard  myself  as 
being  sinless  since  the  day  I  accepted 
Christ  as  my  Saviour,  I  would  never  be 
open-minded  to  the  ways  now  in  which  I, 
a  Christian  sinner,  can  still  improve 
myself  and  my  imperfect  witness  for 
God. 

I  believe  Rev.  Robb  was  preaching  in 
this  same  frame  of  mind  and  was 
certainly  emphasizing  a  point  all 
Christians  should  never  forget.  God  bless 
all  men  who  crave  to  be  children  of  God, 
and  may  we,  as  all  Christians  should, 
realize  our  inherent  limitations.  Never 
forget  the  verse  Matt.  5:45:  “For  God 
gives  his  sunlight  to  both  the  evil  and  the 
good,  and  sends  rain  on  the  just  and  on 
the  unjust.” 

JohnC.  Edwards 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Board  pronouncements 
shouldn't  be  public 

To  the  Editor: 

I  say  a  hearty  “Amen”  to  two 
statements  of  Dr.  George  Outen 
(TM/UMR,  Aug.  27) ,  the  new  head  of  our 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society: 
(1)  “The  board  should  be  seen  as 
speaking  to  the  church  rather  than  for 
the  church;”  (2)  “I  would  hope  that  the 
board  would  use  every  means  available 
to  offer  its  analysis,  findings  and 
positions  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  people." 

The  board  will  only  be  seen  as  speaking 
to  and  not  for  the  church  when  its 
statements  are  sent  only  to  the  local 
churches  and  not  to  any  public  agency.  If 
members  in  the  local  churches  respond 
in  letter  writing,  etc.,  the  way  the  board 
wants  them  to,  then  fine  —  but  if  not,  then 
the  board  must  be  patient. 

As  I  see  it,  the  problem  up  until  now 
has  been  the  board’s  impatience  with 
local  church  response  (in  certain  areas), 
and  so  in  its  frustration  has  convinced 
itself  its  position  is  of  God  and  therefore 
it  must  speak  for  the  church  to  the  public. 
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By  so  doing,  the  board  has  been  divisive. 
I  pray  that  under  Dr.  Outen’s  leadership 
the  board  may  indeed  be  seen  as 
speaking  to  the  church. 

A  closing  observation:  according  to  my 
understanding  of  scripture,  prophetic 
statements  in  both  Old  and  New 
Testaments  were  addressed  almost 
always  to  its  own  religious 
establishment,  not  to  the  pagan  public; 
and  also,  it  was  a  word  from  God,  “thus 
says  the  Lord,"  not  from  a  religious 
institution  or  in  its  name. 

Gilbert  W.  Olson 
Milton,  Washington 

(  B  radios  can  be  used 
for  spreading  Cospel 

To  the  Editor: 

I  recently  acquired  a  CB  radio  for  my 
car.  I  find  that  I  now  have  a  somewhat 
different  outlook  while  driving  along  the 
highway.  Before  my  CB  radio,  cars  and 
trucks  were  usually  merely  motor 
vehicles.  Now,  more  than  ever  before,  I 
see  in  those  impersonal  machines  real 
people  —  all  kinds  of  people,  young 
people,  old  people,  helpful  people,  tired 
people,  friendly  people,  zany  people, 
happy  people. 

The  friendly  “yak  yak"  brings  many  a 
smile  to  a  weary  traveler  and,  at  times, 
helpful  information  and  a  neighborly 
hand.  The  Scripture  tells  us  that 
“whatsoever  you  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of 
God."  Even  this  “Japanese  toy"  can  be 
used  to  bring  the  Good  News  to  the  hearts 
of  mankind.  T  .  , 

Jack  The  Spider  Webb 
Elgin,  Texas 

H  e  should  he  (.hristians 
first ,  Methodists  second 
To  the  Editor: 

I  woqjd  like  to  say  that  I  was  shocked  to 
learn  from  my  pastor  that  John  Wesley 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  just  set  down  the  rules. 
Doesn’t  it  seem  that  if  he  believed 
enough  in  what  he  started  that  he  ought 
to  be  a  member  of  it? 

On  page  six  in  the  ritual  of  confirming 
and  receiving  members  into  the  church, 
which  is  in  the  Methodist  Hymnal,  it  asks 
the  question.  “Do  you  promise  according 
to  the  grace  given  you  to  live  a  Christian 
life  and  always  remain  a  member  of 
Christ’s  holy  church?”  This  comes 
before  the  question,  “Will  you  be  loyal  to 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  uphold  it  by 
your  prayers,  your  presence,  your  gifts 
and  your  service?  If  I  make  this  decision, 


as  I  understand  it,  I  am  to  be  a  Christian 
Methodist  and  not  a  Methodist  Christian 
—  and  there  is  a  difference  between  the 
two,  because  of  the  priority  of  Christ  over 
John  Wesley’s  teachings. 

Jesus  said  in  Matt.  22:37-40,  “Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul  and  with  all 
thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great 
commandment,  and  the  second  is  like 
unto  it.  And  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself.  On  these  two  commandments 
hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets."  If  we 
keep  Jesus’  commandments,  it  is  the 
utmost  we  can  do  and  it  is  simple  to 
understand.  Yet  without  the  inspiration 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  we  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
keep  any  of  it.  It  was  this  inspiration  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  which  warmed  John 
Wesley’s  heart  and  caused  him  to  live 
the  way  he  did.  It  js  the  Holy  Spirit  which 
draws  us  to  the  Lord  in  the  first  place  and 
His  presence  in  our  life  which  is  our 
source  of  guidance  and  comfort  and 
strength  that  leads  us  to  keep  Jesus’ 
commandments. 

I  appreciate  what  God  has  done 
through  the  witness  of  John  Wesley,  but  I 
don’t  worship  him.  He  is  not  my  Lord  and 
Saviour! 

I  am  serving  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
through  the  earthly  denomination  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  all  I  am 
and  have  belong  to  Him,  to  be  used  for 
the  glory  of  God . 

I  would  like  to  further  state  that  if  our 
lives  are  not  motivated  by  the  love  of 
God.  we  cannot  and  will  not  keep 
anybody’s  law,  commandment,  or 
general  rules  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  very  long.  If  we  have  enough 
love,  we  will  care  enough  to  do  what  is 
right  and  we  won’t  need  a  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  (TM/MR.  Sept.  3)  or  anyone 
else  to  prompt  us!  ..  .  .  , 

Marie  Adams 
Morton,  Texas 


Angels  of  Korea,"  “Day  of  Hope  Tour," 
and  “Center  for  Ethical  Management 
and  Planning."  All  of  these  exist  to  get 
money  into  the  coffers  of  Moon,  and  the 
money  is  pouring  in  from  an 
unsuspecting  public.  The  reason  is  that 
Moon  uses  youth,  selling  flowers,  candy, 
gum,  anything  to  get  a  donation.  They 
usually  say  it  is  for  the  “youth  mission," 
or  "drug  rehabilitation  program.”  But 
all  of  that  money  goes  to  Moon,  since  no 
real  ministries  of  the  kind  alluded  to 
exist.  To  date  he  has  bought  two  huge 
mansions  in  New  York  (about  $1,475,000 
worth),  and  a  “training  center”  in 
Barrytown.  New  York.  So  in  no  way  is 
the  “Unification  Church”  a  legitimate 
church,  but  only  a  money-making 
scheme  for  the  personal  pleasures  of 
Moon.  We  can  be  thankful  that  he  is  so 
self-centered,  because  he  has  already 
made  enough  money  to  buy  the  kind  of 
weaponry  that  could  make  him  the  world 
power  he  seems  to  crave  to  be. 

The  “training  center"  in  Barrytown 
shows  much  evidence  of  being  a  “brain¬ 
washing"  center,  to  assure  that  the  new 
converts  do  Moon’s  bidding  of  making 
money  for  him.  Many  who  have  gone 
there  and  escaped  have  been  described 
as  “spaced-out,"  unsure  of  their 
whereabouts  and  generally  disoriented 
with  reality.  Strong  substances  of 
questionable  composition  have  been 
distributed  to  trainees.  Those  youth  who 
have  escaped  say  they  were  brain¬ 
washed,  allowed  only  4-5  hours  sleep  a 
night,  given  a  poor  diet  and  one 
“escapee”  claimed  he  was  physically 
abused.  Most  of  these  youth  are 
recruited  by  a  member  of  the  opposite 
sex  (which  the  “moonies”  call  “heavenly 
seduction”)  from  an  organization  called 
“Collegiate  Association  for  the  Research 
of  Principles"  —  C.A.R.P.  The 
organization  supposedly  gives  lectures 
on  world  affairs,  but  is  a  front  to  get 
youth  to  become  a  “convert.”  A  real 
question  is  why  the  primary,  if  not  only, 
emphasis  is  on  youth  of  impressionable 
ages?  It  is  also  questionable  why  these 
youth  are  asked  (if  not  coerced)  to  give 
all  their  wealth  to  Moon? 

And  these  youth  are  everywhere 
collecting  money  —  at  shopping  centers, 
theatres,  door-to-door,  even  stopping 
cars  at  busy  intersections.  And  nothing  I 
have  read,  heard,  or  seen  yet  suggests  or 
demonstrates  any  real  programs  of  this 
“church."  They  claim  to  be  Christians, 
but  Christians  believe  that  a  tree  is 
judged  by  its  fruits,  and  the  only  “fruits” 
Moon  has  to  offer  are  two  mansions,  a 
training  center  of  very  questionable 
practices,  a  self-proclaiming  savior 
theology  and  about  forty  “front” 
organizations.  There  are  no  programs, 
no  buildings  serving  the  community,  no 
work  for  those  in  need,  no  feeding  the 
hungry,  no  water  for  the  thirsty,  no 
clothes  for  the  naked.  In  short,  there  is  no 
evidence  that  suggests  it  is  anything  but 
a  money-making  rip-off. 

So  please  print  the  record  and  inform 
the  public  what  it  is  they  so  unknowingly 
are  supporting  with  their  nickels  and 
dimes.  This  is  no  “sect"  but  a  real 
danger  to  youth  and  to  real  religion  and 
Christianity.  Please  help  (as  did  “NBC 
Weekend")  with  the  expose  of  this  rip-off 
“church.” 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Rod 
Saunders,  is  a  campus  minister  and 
director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  in  Buf¬ 
falo.  N.  Y 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Sandbox  to  college  dorm , 
Mom  needs  lots  of  prayer 


As  I  drove  to  work  the  other  morning 
and  saw  another  dark  cloud  hanging  over 
the  city,  I  thought  how  appropriate  it  was 
that  this  particular  September  was 
starting  off  so  gloomy. 

September  is  traditionally  the  month 
when  sons  and  daughters  go  off  to  college 
and  leave  empty  rooms,  grieving  pets 
and  parents  in  various  stages  of  quiet 
and  disquiet.  What  makes  this 
September  different  —  and  gloomy  —  is 
that  it’s  our  son  who’s  going  off. 

In  the  Sites  family  and.  I  suspect,  in 
others,  these  last  weeks  have  been  a  mix 
of  half-baked  jokes  ( "When  they  see  how 
much  you  eat  they’ll  raise  your  tuition”), 
moments  of  closeness  and  uneven  efforts 
to  start  letting  go. 

Letting  go  means  one  thing  when,  at 
the  age  of  two.  little  Billy  is  sent  out  to 
brave  the  sandbox  alone.  It  means 
another  when  big.  gangling  Bill  with  the 
long  hair  and  vulnerable  chin  gets  on  the 
plane  with  all  his  LP  records  and  an 
extra  pair  of  jeans  to  start  the  rest  of  his 
life. 

There  are  parents.  I  understand,  who 
are  excellent  “let-goers."  They  don't 
worrv  about  what  kind  of  emotional  and 


spiritual  “baggage"  Bill  is  taking  along 
They’ve  spent  their  whole  lives,  they  say. 
getting  him  ready  for  this  moment  and 
therefore,  convinced  they’ve  done  what 
they  can.  they  rest  their  case. 

But  surely  there  are  others  like  me 
who.  as  parents,  can  never  “rest  a  case." 
Even  the  prayers  that  testify  to  my  faith 
that  “some  things  are  out  of  our  hands” 
are  prayers  full  of  active  verbs:  “Lord, 
help  me  to  do  something  about  the  boys. 
Lord,  help  me  to  say  something  to  them. 
Lord,  help  me  to  help  them." 

Anyway,  as  I  pulled  into  the  office 
parking  lot  that  morning.  I  decided  that 
“letting  go"  calls  for  a  new  kind  of 
prayer  altogether:  “Lord,  for  once,  help 
me  not  to  do  things 

"Help  me  not  to  phone  him  too  often. 
Help  me  not  to  write  long  letters  full  of  all 
those  sermons  -  I  -  never  -  did  -  preach. 
Help  me  not  to  send  care  packages  full  of 
(s)motheringand  anxiety. 

"But  first  of  all.  I  guess,  help  me  not  to 
jump  each  time  the  phone  rings  at  night. 
—  or  to  fuss  because  it  doesn’t  ring. 
Amen  .” 

PAT  SITES 


You  can  play  an  important  part 
in  both  the  spiritual  and 
scholastic  lives  of  some  school 
children  in  India.  Your  gift 
could  provide  room  and  board 
for  a  boy  or  girl  attending  one 
of  the  four  Methodist  boarding 
schools  in  the  Delhi  Annual 
Conference. 

Students  come  from  poor 
homes,  and  scholarship  aid 
determines  whether  or  not 
they  stay  in  school.  You  or  your 


church  can  choose  one  or 
more  annual  scholarship  op¬ 
portunities; 

$50  for  a  primary  pupil;  $75  for 
a  middle  school  student;  $100 
for  a  high  school  youth. 

Send  your  gift  to  the  United 
Methodist  Child  Support 
Program  of  the  World  Division. 
Help  open  doors  of  the  mind 
and  spirit  for  these  young  peo¬ 
ple  of  India. 


Methodist  Hostels  of  the  Delhi  Conference 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to: 
World  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr. 
New  York.  NY  10027 


- Z'p - 


^  Trie  Untied  Meinodtsi  Child  Support  Program  .s  a  part  oi  me  worldwide  mm.siry  oi  me  ttoaro  or  oiooai  rvni.i»ttnr»  _ 
with  an  child  care  institutions  approved  as  Advance  Sp-roais 
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Rhodesians  laud  U.M.  training 


'  EVANSTON,  Ill-  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  financial  officer  in 
Rhodesia  said  here  that  “more  than 
any  other  denomination,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  put  Africans 
into  positions  of  leadership  ” 

Rhodes  E.  J.  Chimonyo,  field 
treasurer  for  the  church  in  Rhodesia, 
said,  “The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  respected  for  having  sent  persons 
out  for  training  .  .  .  This  is  quite 
contrary  to  the  general  situation  in 
Rhodesia.  As  a  result,  the  church  is  an 
embarrassment  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment.’’ 

Mr.  Chimonyo  was  one  of  several 
Rhodesian  United  Methodists 
testifying  to  the  benefits  that  have 
come  to  his  country  through  the 
denomination’s  Crusade  Scholarships, 
financed  through  the  annual  World 
Communion  Offering.  This  year  the 
offering  will  be  taken  Oct.  3. 

Isaac  Musamba,  who  became 
treasurer  of  the  conference  in 
Rhodesia  in  1 963,  recalled  that  “the 
attitude  used  to  be.  ‘Let  the 
missionary  do  everything.’  Now  all  of 
our  local  pastors  are  nationals  and 
each  circuit  pays  its  own  pastor.  They 
are  struggling  to  make  the  church 
work,  and  this  is  good.” 

Eben  Kawadza,  a  district  school 
inspector  for  the  Rhodesian 
government,  has  responsibility  for 
maintaining  the  educational 
standards  of  the  102  schools  for  blacks 


One  of  more  than  80  persons  in  the 
church  in  Rhodesia  trained  by 
scholarships  is  the  Rev.  Jonah 
Ka wad/a .  now  a  professor  at  Epworth 
Theological  College,  Salisbury.  He 
earned  two  graduate  degrees  at 
United  Methodist-related  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J..  as  a 
Crusade  scholar. 

in  the  Umtali  district.  He  studied  at 
Morningside  College  in  Iowa  with  a 
United  Methodist  scholarship,  and 
later  took  a  master’s  degree  at  the 
University  of  Kansas.  He  taught  for 


seven  years  at  United  Methodist 
schools  in  Rhodesia. 

Speaking  of  his  present  work.  Mr 
Kawadza  said.  “I  can  do  much  for 
African  children  this  way.  I  did  not 
leave  the  church  when  I  left  the 
church-related  schools.  I  am 
extending  the  influence  of  the  church 
in  new  ways." 

Mr.  Kawadza  and  other  Rhodesians 
have  done  undergraduate  study  in  the 
United  States  through  “Dodge 
scholarships.”  named  after  Bishop 
Ralph  E.  Dodge,  who  led  the 
denomination  in  Rhodesia  when  the 
program  was  set  up  in  the  late  1950s. 

Alec  Chibanguza,  headmaster  of  the 
church’s  secondary  school  at  Mrewa. 
was  educated  at  Morningside  College 
and  the  University  of  Rhodesia. 
“Before  the  Dodge  program."  he 
said,  “we  could  not  have  many 
schools  for  lack  of  teachers.  Now  here 
at  Mrewa  all  but  one  of  my  staff  are 
Africans.  Six  of  my  12  African 
teachers  have  studied  in  the  U.S. A. 
—four  of  them  as  Crusade  Scholars.” 

The  best  known  Rhodesian  product 
of  United  Methodist  education  is 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  head  of  the 
African  National  Council,  a  militant 
black  liberation  group  He  attended 
the  Old  Umtali  Methodist  Theological 
School,  received  his  BA  degree  from 
Central  Methodist  College,  in  Fayette. 
Mo.,  and  earned  his  MA  from  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville. 


‘Whole  Gospel’  advocated 

World  leader  sees  Christian  i crisis  of  faithfulness’ 


Lively  weekend  in  Missouri 


Local  church  revives  Chautauqua 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  JOSEPH,  Mo.  —  In  the  spirit  of  the 
old  “Chautauquas,”  hundreds  of  United 
Methodists  packed  into  a  huge  striped 
tent  here  last  weekend  to  be  lulled,  jollied 
and  jolted  at  a  fast-paced  Missouri  Tent 
Chautauqua  1976. 

A  major  address  on  “the  ugly  subject 
of  global  hunger”  and  another  on 
economic  justice  for  all  Americans  — 
teamed  with  barbershop  harmony  and  an 
upbeat  “What’s  Right  with  America?” 
speech  by  one  of  the  nation’s  leading  TV 
newscasters  —  all  were  ingredients  of  a 
two-day  event  sponsored  by  Ashland 
UMC  and  St.  Joseph  District,  and 
coordinated  by  Ashland’s  associate 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Mark  Wendland. 

So  were  bellringers,  a  dramatic 
portrayal  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  a  call 
by  a  theologian  for  “daring  to  risk  new 
ways  of  doing  theology.”  And  so,  in  an 

Sex  film  about 
Jesus  opposed 
by  Christians 

LONDON  (RNS)  —  Christians  are 
waging  a  war  against  the  plans  of  Danish 
film  maker  Jens  Jorgen  Thorsen  to  make 
a  film  in  Britain  called  “The  Sex  Life  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Mr.  Thorsen  has  already  been  refused 
permission  to  make  the  film  in  Denmark 
and  Sweden  but  is  now  trying  to  get  into 
Britain  to  make  it  here.  Efforts  are  being 
made  to  have  him  banned  as  an 
undesirable  alien. 

Church  of  England  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  Donald  Coggan  said  he 
would  oppose  the  film  “with  every  pow'er 
of  my  being.” 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Alan  Clark  of 
the  new  eastern  England  diocese  of  East 
Anglia  told  pilgrims  at  the  Carmelite 
House  township  of  Aylesford,  Kent:  “Our 
society  has  gone  sour  on  chastity  and 
purity,  but  those  in  authority  who 
consider  permitting  such  blasphemy  are 
not  reading  our  country  right. 

“This  man  (Thorsen)  is  not  allowed  to 
make  it  (the  film)  in  his  own  country. 
Why  should  he  be  allowed  to  make  it  in 
ours?” 

At  the  same  time,  Mrs.  Mary 
Whitehouse.  who  as  secretary  of  the 
National  Viewers’  and  Listeners’ 
Association  is  a  kind  of  national  moral 
watchdog,  said  she  had  written  to  Prime 
Minister  James  Callaghan  to  prevent  the 
film  being  made. 

She  said  she  had  done  this  after  failing 
to  persuade  Mr  Roy  Jenkins,  the  Home 
Secretary,  to  declare  Mr  Thorsen  an 
undesirable  alien  who  could  therefore  be 
barred  from  this  country. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  British  Home 
Office  said  there  is  no  way  to  keep  Mr. 
Thorsen  from  coming  to  Britain. 

In  an  interview  with  the  British 
Broadcasting  Corporation,  Mr.  Thorsen 
said  he  would  begin  his  film  next  spring. 
He  has  previously  been  denied 
permission  or  funds  to  shoot  the  movie  in 
Denmark.  Sweden,  and  France. 

“I  think  Jesus  has  been  waiting  2,000 
years  to  get  a  decent  hearing,”  Mr. 
Thorsen  said.  “My  film  is  serious  —  I  am 
not  a  prankster." 
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adjoining  Junior  Chautauaqua  tent,  were 
“Mr.  McFeely  and  the  Purple  Panda,” 
straight  from  Mister  Rogers’ 
Neighborhood  of  public  television  fame. 

Under  the  theme  “Changing  Values,” 
the  event  was  a  re-enactment  of  the 
“Chautauquas”  which  began  in  1874  as 
Methodist  Sunday  School  training 
assemblies,  and  went  on  for  more  than  50 
years  to  tour  rural  America  with 
programs  geared  to  entertain  and 
enlighten. 

Refined  values  urged 

At  last  week’s  Chautauqua, 
Missourians  heard  sobering  words  about 
the  need  to  redefine  values  in  “a  hungry 
world.”  Dr.  Dean  Freudenberger,  a 
United  Methodist  professor  at  the  School 
of  Theology,  Claremont,  Calif.,  and 
nationally-recognized  expert  on  hunger, 
zeroed  in  on  four  values  which,  he  said, 
are  not  changing  but  rather  are 
emerging  with  deeper  meaning: 
freedom,  community,  justice  and 
responsibility. 

Freedom,  for  example,  he  said,  must 
be  also  understood  as  the  right  to  food. 
Community,  in  the  church’s  vision,  is 
called  “thy  kingdom  come  on  earth.  If 
there  is  anywhere  in  the  world  where 
community  is  cherished  it  is  in  rural 
Missouri!  The  security  of  our  nation,  of 
ourselves,  of  the  people  of  the  earth, 
depends  upon  whether  or  not  we  can 
create  community  which  extends  beyond 
village  and  nation  to  all  of  humanity." 

Priorities  generate  action 

In  a  broad-ranging  outline  of  the 
causes  and  dimension  of  hunger,  Dr. 
Freudenberger  repeated  an  assertion  he 
made  at  last  October’s  U.M.  National 
Consultation  on  Hunger  that  “hunger  will 
go  away  in  20  years  if  we  work  very  hard 
from  here  on  out.”  But,  he  said, 
“whether  we  work  very  hard  depends  on 
our  value  systems  and  the  priorities  for 
action  which  they  generate.” 

In  a  different  vein,  Douglas  Edwards, 
longtime  newscaster  for  CBS  News  told 
Chautauquans  to  “put  aside  our  doubts, 
our  self-criticism,  our  cynicism"  and  “to 
think  what’s  right  about  this  often- 
praised,  often-maligned,  always 
controversial  country  of  ours.”  Pointing 
out  strides  in  education,  housing, 
medicine  and  civil  rights,  Mr.  Edwards 

Bureaucratic 
style  declining, 
leaders  told 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  The  church  is 
shedding  its  formal,  bureaucratic  style, 
a  seminary  president  told  120  newly 
appointed  district  superintendents  and 
conference  council  directors  here  last 
week  at  an  orientation  workshop. 

Dr.  Jameson  Jones,  president  of 
United  Methodist  Iliff  Theological 
Seminary.  Denver.  Colo.,  said  the  social 
involvement  leadership  style  has  been 
growing  in  the  church,  replacing  a 
formal  style.  The  social  orientation  style 
includes  extensive  involvement  of 
members  of  the  organization  in  decision 
making,  the  use  of  workshops,  hearings, 
and  taskforces. 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  primary  role  of 
district  superintendents  and  council 
directors  is  “switchboarding.”  that  is,  to 
help  clergy  and  laity  understand  the 
struggles  going  on  in  the  church  at 
large  and  in  the  local  churches,  as  well  as 
to  help  them  carry  out  their  tasks. 

The  orientation  session  is  co-sponsored 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  and  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  Bishop  Marvin 
Stuart.  San  Francisco  Area,  chaired  the 
planning  committee. 

Copies  of  the  new  1976  “Discipline.” 
just  off  the  press,  were  delivered  to  the 
new  officials  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  Twenty-four  of  the 
participants  were  council  and  associate 
council  directors;  the  balance  were  new 
district  superintendents 


said  Americans  are  “always  living  in  an 
age  of  transition,  of  quest.  And  our 
problems  are  part  of  that  quest.” 

Also  keynoting  at  the  Chautauqua 
assembly  were  Dr.  Jean  Lambert,  of  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City, 
who  spoke  on  “Changing  Values  in 
Theology,"  and  Cecil  A.  Reed,  Associate 
Regional  Administrator,  U.S  Dept,  of 
Labor,  Employment  and  Training 
Division,  who  dealt  with  needed 
opportunities  today  for  “jobs  which  give 
us  dignity.” 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND.  Ga.  - 
^‘Christians  today  are  in  a  “crisis  of 
faithfulness,”  the  top  executive  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  told 
representative  of  WCC-related  American 
ff.  churches  here  last  week. 

Speaking  to  more  than  100  persons  who 
gathered  here  Sept.  7-9  for  the  United 
'.7  States  Conference  of  the  worldwide 
fellowship  of  Christian  churches.  Dr. 
Philip  Potter  said  the  crisis  demands 
commitment  to  “the  whole  Gospel"  in  a 
•  way  which  goes  beyond  “cultural 
assumptions”  about  what  it  means  to 
"confess  Christ  today.” 

United  Methodists  joined 
representatives  of  most  of  27  other  WCC- 
related  American  denominations  during 
the  three-day  meeting  at  “Epworth-by- 
the-Sea"  —  a  United  Methodist  retreat 
center  on  this  island  where  John  and 
Charles  Wesley,  founders  of  Methodism, 
preached  as  missionaries  to  America 
nearly  240  years  ago.  Main  purpose  of  the 
conference  was  to  sort  out  the  American 
implications  and  challenges  in 
documents  passed  by  churches  from  all 
over  the  world  at  last  November’s  “Fifth 
Assembly”  of  the  WCC  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

In  two  addresses  —  one  of  which  was 
delivered  before  an  audience  that 
included  a  number  of  predominantly 
United  Methodist  local  churchpersons 
from  the  St.  Simons  area  —  Dr.  Potter 
called  upon  American  churches  to  face 
social  and  religious  issues  head-on  rather 
than  “retreat”  in  self-interests.  He  said 
violations  and  threats  to  “human  rights” 
both  in  America  and  around  the  world 
must  always  be  a  main  concern  of 
Christians  everywhere. 

He  said  American  and  Canadian 
churches  are  tempted  to  “step  back” 
from  social  issues  under  the  guise  of 
“discovering  how  to  confess  Christ” 
rather  than  dealing  with  those  issues. 

“There  is  no  way  of  confessing  Christ 
today  but  by  being  faithful  to  him  (in  the 
issues  of  our  society  and  our  world),”  Dr 
Potter  said. 

He  went  on  to  warn  American  churches 
about  limiting  their  understanding  of  the 


the  church  today 


Sociologist  to  study  black 
church  in  new  position 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  Dr.  C.  Eric 
Lincoln,  51,  one  of  the  nation’s  leading 
black  sociologists,  is  leaving  Fisk 
University  here  to  become  professor  of 
religion  at  Duke  University  in  Durham, 
N.C. 

He  will  specialize 
in  studies  of  West 
African  religions  at 
the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  institution, 
and  has  received  a 
grant  for  a  re¬ 
search  project  on 
the  sociology  of  the 
black  church. 

The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergyman  Eric  Lincoln 
came  to  Fisk,  a  predominantly  black 
united  Church  of  Christ  school,  three 
years  ago  to  organize  a  new  department 
of  religious  studies. 

Presidential  candidates  to 
appear  on  prayer  broadcast 

VIRGINIA  BEACH  (RNS)  - 
President  Gerald  Ford  and  Jimmv 
Carter  will  participate  in  “It’s  Time  to 
Pray,  America,”  a  national  television 
special  to  be  aired  by  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network,  the  network 
announced. 

Dr.  M.  G.  (Pat)  Robertson,  president 
of  the  network,  said  the  program  will  be 
carried  by  more  than  170  TV  stations  on 
Sept,  17,  while  a  radio  version  will  be 
broadcast  the  following  night  on  the 
Mutual  Broadcasting  System. 

The  two  presidential  candidates  will  be 
among  numerous  nationally  known 
Christians  —  including  entertainers  and 
sport  figures  —  who  will  take  part  in  the 
program  Dr.  Robertson  stressed  that 
the  main  objective  is  “to  ask  God  to  bring 
to  America  a  moral  and  spiritual  re¬ 
birth.” 


Woman  resigns  as  executive  for 
women’s  commission 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Ms.  Judith 
Leaming-Elmer,  one-half  of  the 
Executive  Secretariat  of  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  in  the 
Church  (CSRW),  has  resigned  that  post 
as  of  Sept.  1  according  to  an 
announcement  dated  Sept.  8  from  the 
CSRW  office  here. 

Ms.  Leaming-Elmer  and  Nancy 
Grissom  Self  were  employed  in  1973  in  a 
unique  agency  leadership  model  for  the 
new  commission  created  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  and  granted 
permanent  commission  status  in  1976. 
Ms.  Self  will  continue  as  part  of  a  new 
secretariat.  Ms.  Leaming-Elmer’s  plans 
are  undecided. 

A  co-founder  in  1971  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women's  Caucus  with  Rose 
Thomason,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Ms. 
Leaming-Elmer  was  also  active  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Ecumenical 
Woman’s  Center  in  Chicago. 

Rhodesian  Black  nationalists 
sentenced  to  hang 

SALISBURY.  Rhodesia  (RNS)  — 
Eight  officials  of  the  African  National 
Council.  Rhodesia’s  black  nationalist 
organization,  have  been  sentenced  to  die 
by  hanging. 

The  eight  men  are  members  of  a 
council  faction  headed  by  Salisbury’s 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa,  now  in  exile  in  Mozambique. 

They  were  convicted  by  the  Salisbury 
High  Court  of  causing  explosions  on 
railroad  tracks  near  here  and  at  a  beer 
hall  in  a  black  township,  and  of  grenade 
attacks  on  a  restaurant  and  a  nightclub 
in  Salisbury  on  July  20. 

Two  persons  were  injured  in  the  attack 
on  the  restaurant;  but  there  were  no 
fatalities. 


Gospel  to  "cultural  assumptions."  He 
said  Americans  have  a  tendency  of 
limiting  the  Gospel  to  the  way  it  has  been 
applied  in  their  own  society  and  culture 
and  not  considering  the  possibility  that 
other  peoples  also  have  such  unique 
understandings. 

Concerning  “human  rights”  problems 
around  the  world,  he  said  cnurch 
involvement  in  such  issues  is  “basic”  to 
Christianity  and  the  ecumenical 
movement.  “Christ  gives  us  the  right  to 
be  fully  human."  he  said.  “We  must 
create  the  means  for  implementing 
human  rights  through  fellowship  and 
ecumenical  efforts.” 

After  pointing  out  situations  where 
human  rights  arc  being  violated  in 
various  parts  of  the  world,  he  turned  to 
the  United  States  and  said  “there  is  a 
contradiction  in  this  country  about  basic 
human  rights,  and  there  has  been  such  a 
contradiction  from  the  beginning.” 

“Both  blacks  and  American  Indians 
were  left  out  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  they  remain  left  out, 
in  practice,  today.”  he  asserted. 
“Moreover,  the  role  of  the  United  States 
in  the  East-West  conflict  since  1949  has 
been  one  in  which  America  has  found 
itself  in  situations  of  violating  the  human 
rights  of  other  peoples.”  He  said  that 
situation  is  ironic  for  a  nation  which 
“made  human  rights  central"  in  its 
founding  philosophy  “No  other  nation 
has  so  advocated  human  rights  as  this 
nation  in  the  past  200  years.” 

Other  happenings  during  the  three-day 
conference  included  the  following: 

•  Small  work  groups  studied  six  major 
position  papers  which  emerged  from  the 
Nairobi  meeting  and  discussed  how  the 
papers  can  be  applied  and  implemented 
in  their  denominations. 

•  A  resolution  was  passed  to  “begin 
dialogue”  with  Canadian  churches  to 
explore  the  possibility  of  forming  a 
“North  American  Conference”  of  the 
WCC  to  replace  the  present  United  States 
Conference.  (In  all  other  areas  of  the 
world  WCC  affiliated  churches  are 
formed  in  such  regional  or  continental 
bodies  rather  than  on  a  national  basis. ) 

•  The  board  of  directors  of  the  U.S 
Conference  concurred  with  an  action  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  WCC 
which  asks  that  the  “feasibility”  of  the 
WCC’s  New  York  office  be  studied  in 
light  of  financial  “stringencies”  involved 
in  operating  that  office. 

•  Panel  presentations  were  presented 
by  women  and  youth  on  progress  made 
by  the  WCC  in  integrating  members  of 
their  constituencies  into  the  full  life  of  the 
organization. 

•  A  series  of  three  Bible  studies  were 
presented  on  the  subject  of  “Christian 

Mission  board 
stronger  local 

NEW  YORK.  (UMC)  —  The  new 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  feels  the  relationship 
between  the  local  churches  and  the  board 
must  be  strengthened.  “I  don’t  mean 
building  an  image  of  something  that  isn’t 
there,”  said  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz 
of  Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  elected  here  last 
week.  “But  to  make  the  image  of  the 
board  as  it  is  involved  in  mission  and 
ministry  more  obvious  to  the  people  who 
are  in  the  pew." 

Bishop  Wertz  was 
elected  at  the 
board’s  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  for 
the  1977-80  term.  He 
served  on  the  board 
during  the  last 
quadrennium,  as¬ 
signed  to  the  United 
Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief 
Division.  He  was 
also  president  of 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

The  role  of  board  members  in  the 
interpretation  process  is  viewed  by  the 
bishop  as  listening  to  what  the  members 
of  local  congregations  are  saying  and 
sharing  that  information  with  the  board 
staff. 

Regarding  the  church’s  missional 


the 


I).  F.  Wertz 
denomination 


Unity  and  Human  Community.” 

•  Dr  William  Thompson,  top  staff 
executive  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  addressed  the  gathering  on  the 
subject  of  “The  North  American  Church 
in  a  Changing  World,”  and  advocated 
that  “Christians  in  North  America  take 
the  initiative  to’ engage  in  dialogue"  with 
persons  in  other  economic  systems.  His 
proposal  was  opposed  in  a  response  by 
John  Kitagawa  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
who  said  such  an  idea  is  “premature”  on 
the  basis  that  North  Americans  first  need 
to  get  their  own  “house  in  order”  before 
dialogue  can  be  meaningful. 

Bishops  note 
absence  of 
minorities 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

ST  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.  -  Two 
United  Methodist  bishops  interrupted  a 
panel  discussion  before  the  United  States 
Conference  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  here  Sept.  8  to  remind 
participants  in  the  meeting  that 
“minority  persons  and  their  opinions 
must  be  consciously  included"  in 
meetings  of  that  body. 

Following  a  presentation  by  four  white 
women  about  the  "women’s  movement” 
in  the  WCC,  and  midway  through  a  panel 
discussion  in  which  three  white  youths 
told  of  efforts  of  young  people  to  achieve 
status  in  the  WCC,  Bishop  James  K 
Mathews  of  the  UMC’s  Washington,  D  C. 
Area  rose  to  object  to  the  lack  of  minority 
representation  on  the  panels. 

Bishop  Mathews,  a  white,  told  the 
gathering  "I’m  sure  many  of  you  have 
been  struck,  as  I  have,  with  the  lack  of 
representation  by  minority  groups  on 
these  two  panels.  Minority  persons 
among  us  should  not  have  to  bring  that 
problem  to  our  attention.  I  don’t  know 
why  there  is  no  minority  representation, 
but  I  want  to  publicly  bring  out  the 
question.” 

Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden  (a  black) 
from  the  UMC's  Los  Angeles  Area  then 
rose  to  support  Bishop  Mathews' 
concern. 

“I  hope  that  in  our  zest  in  carrying 
forth  the  causes  of  women  and  youth,  we 
do  not  go  forward  with  the  same 
disabilities  as  we  have  in  some  other 
causes  in  the  past,”  Bishop  Golden  said. 

Representatives  present  from  various 
denominations  as  well  as  those 
participating  in  the  panel  discussions 
applauded  the  two  statements 

leader  wants 
relationship 

priorities  for  the  new  quadrennium 
Bishop  Wertz  declared  that  all  three  — 
world  hunger,  ethnic  local  church 
development  and  evangelism  —  had  all 
been  priorities  for  the  board,  and  they 
will  continue  to  be.  “In  the  present 
quadrennium,  with  the  action  taken  by 
General  Conference,  we  must  be 
increasingly  sensitive  to  these  missional 
responsibilities,”  he  concluded. 

Bishop  Wertz  and  seven  other  top 
leaders  of  the  board  were  elected 
unanimously  to  four-year  terms.  Elected 
as  presidents  of  the  board’s  seven 
divisions  were:  World  Division  -  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.; 
National  Division  -  Bishop  Jesse  R. 
DeWitt,  Sun  Prairie.  Wis.;  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division-Mrs.  Donald 
T  Strong,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.; 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
Division  -  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell, 
Portland.  Ore.,  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division  -  the  Rev.  H.  Claude 
Young  Jr.,  Thomasville,  N.C.;  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Division  - 
Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  Women’s  Division  -  Mrs.  C. 
Jarrett  ( Mai)  Gray,  Chillicothe.  Mo. 

In  other  actions  during  the 
organizational  meeting,  the  board: 

•Sent  a  statement  of  support  and 
affirmation  to  men  and  women  “who  are 
struggling  for  the  ordination  of  women  in 
the  Episcopal  Church.”  The  Episcopal 
church’s  triennial  convention  begins  in 
Minneapolis  this  week. 

•Adopted  a  resolution  urging  the  U.S. 
to  vote  in  favor  of  Vietnam’s 
membership  in  the  United  Nations. 
Telegrams  will  be  sent  to  President 
Ford.  Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger 
and  U.N.  Ambassador  William  Scranton. 

•Observed  moments  of  silence  and 
prayer  Sept.  11  on  the  third  anniversary 
of  the  coup  in  Chile.  Prayers  were  also 
asked  for  the  people  of  Zimbabwe 
( Rhodesia. ) 


Iwljnnii  hand  jar  a  classmate  ill  Ihiyion 
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DAYTON  —  Edie  Schaffnor  helps  her  first-grade  classmate. 
Harvey  Daniel,  with  an  assignment  at  Emerson  Elementary 
School  on  the  first  day  of  public  school  here  during  a  court- 


ordered  desegregation  process.  Sixteen  United  Methodist 
churches  have  worked  with  other  denominations  since  last 
spring  to  lead  the  way  for  this  fall’s  peaceful  implementation. 
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U.M.  execs 
ask  no  shift 
on  abortion 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Democratic 
presidential  candidate  Jimmy  Carter 
has  been  urged  by  two  United  Methodist 
executives  to  meet  with  leaders  of  other 
religious  communities  —  including  some 
Catholics  other  than  the  bishops  —  before 
reconsidering  his  position  on  the  abortion 
issue. 

Theressa  Hoover,  chief  executive  of 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  told  Mr.  Carter  in  a 
letter  that  to  consider  studying  a 
“partial”  anti-abortion  amendment 
“after  consulting  only  with  the  Catholic 
bishops  is  totally  unacceptable  and  a 
denial  of  religious  pluralism  in  the 
United  States.” 

General  Secretary  George  Outen  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  wrote  the 
Democratic  candidate  to  “express  deep 
dismay  and  concern”  over  reports  that 
Mr  Carter  “might  support  some 
modified  constitutional  amendment  on 
abortion." 

Mr.  Outen  said  Mr.  Carter’s  com¬ 
ments,  made  after  a  meeting  with  a 
group  of  U  S.  Roman  Catholic  bishops, 
are  “a  contradiction  of  previous 
statements  made  by  you  on  abortion  .  . 
a  compromise  of  the  Democratic 
Platform,  and  .  .  .  made  without 
adequate  consideration  and  attention  to 
the  positions  of  those  religious  groups 
which  support  the  legal  availability  of 
abortion.” 

Ms.  Hoover  noted  that  in  April  1975,  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  had 
adopted  a  position  statement  which  said, 
in  part:  “We  believe  deeply  that  all 
should  be  free  to  express  and  practice 
their  own  moral  judgment  on  the  matter 
of  abortion.  We  also  believe  that  on  this 
matter  where  there  is  no  ethical  or 
theological  consensus  and  where  widely 
different  views  are  held  by  substantial 
sections  of  the  religious  community  the 
Constitution  should  not  be  used  to  enforce 
one  particular  religious  belief  on  those 
who  believe  otherwise  ’  ’ 

Because  of  the  concern  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
issues  now  being  discussed  by  the 
presidential  candidates,  it  must  be 
prepared  to  join  the  discussion,  said 
Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  newly  elected 
president  of  the  board. 

Naming  such  issues  as  abortion, 
Korea,  Southern  Africa  and  Panama,  the 
bishop  noted  that  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  concern  in  all  these  global 
areas.  “Where  they  impinge  upon  the 
political  climate  of  America  we  have  got 
to  be  prepared  to  be  involved.  The  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  is  walking  always  on 
controversial  ground,"  he  declared. 
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Medicaid  abuse  rapped 

U.M.  professionals  agree  problems  are  inherent 


NASHVILLE  —  Three  United  Methodist  editors  join  their  colleague  in  reviewing 
their  work  on  a  new  supplementary  volume  of  an  illustrated  encyclopedia  of  the 
Bible.  Seated  (1  to  r)  are  Dr.  Lloyd  Bailey,  editor  of  the  Old  Testament  articles;  Dr. 
Victor  Furnish,  New  Testament  editor;  Dr.  Keith  Crim,  a  Presbyterian  and  general 
editor;  and  Emory  Stevens  Bucke,  now  retired  senior  editor  of  Abingdon  Press,  a 
division  of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  here. 

Curious  about  Bible? 
New  book  aids  reader 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Are  you  curious  about 
how  modern  science  relates  to  the  Bible? 
Do  you  understand  the  real  place  of  the 
Pharisees  in  Jesus’  time?  Is  there  a 
genuine  “secret  gospel  of  Mark?" 

If  these  and  other  questions  related  to 
the  Bible  whet  your  curiosity,  then  read 

Women  elect 
first  black 
president 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  first  black 
woman  to  head  United  Methodist  Women 
in  the  organization’s  history  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
during  its  organizational  meeting  here 
last  week. 

Mrs.  Mai  Gray.  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  is  a 
consultant  for  the  Kansas  City  school 
district.  She  has  been  active  in  UMW  on 
the  local  church  and  district  levels  and  in 
the  Missouri  West  Conference.  By 
virture  of  her  election  as  president  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  she  becomes  vice- 
president  of  the  church’s  national 
missions  agency,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

In  a  “state  of  the  division”  address. 
Theressa  Hoover,  its  chief  executive, 
said  the  Women's  Division  is  in  good 
condition  as  it  faces  a  new  quadrennium, 
1977-80,  and  “will  grow  more  healthy.” 
The  division  is  the  national  policy¬ 
making  body  for  1,500,000  members  of 
United  Methodist  Women  in  35,000  local 
units. 


Church-state  group  gives  nod 
to  Demos  on  religious  liberty 


SILVER  SPRING,  Md.  (RNS)  — 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State  has  announced  that  “on 
the  crucial  issues  of  religious  liberty  we 
find  the  public  records  of  Jimmy  Carter 
and  Walter  Mondale  and  the  Democratic 
platform  vastly  superior"  to  those  of  the 
Republican  platform  and  candidates. 

Albert  J.  Menendez.  political  analyst 
for  Americans  United,  said  that  the 
statement  was  not  intended  to  be  an 
endorsement  of  any  slate,  but  was  rather 
designed  as  an  assessment  of  the  1976 
party  platforms. 

“There  has  never  been  a  more  clear- 
cut  choice  between  the  two  parties  on  the 
major  church-state  issues  than  in  this 
election.”  Mr.  Menendez’s  statement 
said  “The  Democratic  platform  opposes 
the  use  of  the  constitutional  amendment 
process  to  make  abortions  illegal.  Such  a 
view  is  consistent  with  freedom  of  choice 
and  freedom  of  conscience  on  this 
complex  moral  issue.  The  Democrats 
took  no  stand  on  government  prayer 
amendments  and  endorsed  only 
constitutionally  acceptable  aid  to  private 
schools." 

Americans  United  pointed  out  that  Mr. 
Carter  “has  expressed  an  unequivocal 
commitment  to  church-state  separation. 
He  is  opposed  to  parochiaid.  government 
prayer  amendments,  and  unwise 
attempts  to  deal  with  the  abortion  issue 
by  a  prohibitive  Constitutional 
amendment.  He  favors  creative 
programs  for  adoption  and  family 
planning  in  order  to  minimize  the  need 
for  abortion.” 

With  regard  to  Sen.  Mondale,  the 
analysis  noted  that  he  “voted  against 
anti-abortion  measures  in  1975  and  1976 
and  opposed  the  Dirksen  Prayer 
Amendment  in  1966." 

In  contrast,  the  analysis  said,  "the 
Republican  platform  favors  a  restrictive 
anti-abortion  amendment,  and  a 
government  prayer  amendment,  though 
Congress  and  the  leadership  of  most 
religious  bodies  oppose  measures  which 
would  require  government  agencies  to 
meddle  in  the  religious  life  of  public- 
school  students." 

Also.  Mr.  Menendez  emphasized,  “the 
Republicans  would  aid  religious  schools 
bv  endorsing  tax  credits  for  parents 
making  elementary  and  secondary 
school  payments,  though  the  US. 
Supreme  Court  found  tax  credits 
unconstitutional  in  1973  The  Republican 
Party,  by  involving  the  government  in 
prayer  and  abortion  issues,  is  departing 
from  its  historic  philosophy  of  limited 
government.” 

Analyzing  President  Ford's  stand  on 
these  issues.  Americans  United  reported 


that  he  “favors  a  government  prayer 
amendment  and  attacked  the  Supreme 
Court’s  prayer  and  Bible-reading 
decisions  in  the  New  Hampshire 
primary.  He  has  consistently  favored 
government  aid  to  parochial  schools." 

The  Americans  United  statement 
pointed  out  that  Sen.  Robert  Dole  “is  a 
noted  advocate  not  only  of  anti-abortion 
amendments  but  of  a  policy  of  using  the 
abortion  issue  to  influence  the  electorate, 
as  he  did  in  his  narrow  1974  re-election  to 
the  U.S.  Senate.  Political  observers 
attribute  Dole’s  defeat  of  Rep.  William 
Roy  to  the  divisiveness  of  the  abortion 
issue.” 


on.  Abingdon  Press  has  published  the 
most  up-to-date  reference  book  since  its 
four-volume  “Interpreter’s  Dictionary  of 
the  Bible”  which  appeared  in  1962  and 
quickly  became  the  standard  in  its  field. 

The  new  "Supplementary  Volume,” 
scheduled  to  hit  the  market  in  October, 
has  three  United  Methodists  among  its 
four  top  editors  and  23  U.M.  scholars 
among  its  271  contributors  and  20  Roman 
Catholic  authors  among  the  650  entries  in 
its  more  than  1,000  pages. 

Why  is  a  new  book  necessary?  The 
New  Testament  editor,  Victor  P. 
Furnish,  answers;  “A  great  deal  of 
information  has  surfaced  which  was 
unavailable  at  the  time  of  publication  of 
the  four-volume  dictionary  in  1962.  New 
archeological  excavations,  revised 
interpretations  of  old  discoveries  and 
updating  of  hard  factual  data  and 
theological  positions  makes  this  volume 
the  latest  and  most  modern  reference 
book  of  its  kind.” 

Dr.  Furnish,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  also  told  TM/UMR  the 
second  reason  for  the  supplementary 
volume.  “We  included  140  completely 
new  entries  on  subjects  not  covered  in 
the  first  four  volumes.  These  are  topics 
that  need  study  in  our  day,  such  as 
slavery  in  the  New  Testament,  blacks  in 
early  Christianity,  women  in  the  Near 
East.  We  also  redid  some  articles  on 
aging,  family,  marriage,  tongues 
speaking,  exorcism  and  sexuality  among 
others.” 

An  article  with  broad  appeal  to  the 
layperson  will  be  “Science  and  the 
Bible."  said  the  Old  Testament  editor. 
Lloyd  R.  Bailey,  associate  professor  of 
Old  Testament.  Duke  Divinity  School, 
Durham,  N.C.  “It  is  very  readable  and 
written  by  the  scientist-priest  William  G 
Pollard. 

“The  pastor  will  gain  from  the 
excellent  article  on  hermeneutics,  how  to 
move  from  the  scriptural  text  to  the 
sermon,”  Dr.  Bailey  told  TM/UMR 
“And  everyone  will  benefit  from  the 
article  on  the  Pharisees  by  a  Jewish 
scholar  Recognizing  the  harsh  and 
sometimes  bitter  statements  about  the 
Pharisees  contained  in  the  New 
Testament,  the  author  tries  to  put  that 
group  into  the  context  of  first  century 
Jewish  religious  society.” 

“I  would  not  have  missed  the 
experience  of  serving  as  an  editor  for  the 
world."  said  Dr.  Furnish.  “It  has  been 
the  most  important  theological 
enterprise  in  my  career.” 

Why?  “Because  I  was  able  to  probe 
and  identify  where  the  action  is  presently 
in  biblical  studies,  where  the  growing 
edge  is,"  he  replied.  “I  had  to  anticipate 
what  will  be  forgotten  in  10  years  over 
against  what  will  last  and  will  have 
continuing  meaning.” 


Son’s  losing  battle  with  cancer 
propels  mother  to  type  story 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  “I  didn’t  write  that  book.  I 
just  kind  of  typed  it  up  for  the  good 
Lord."  As  United  Methodist  Ruth  Bacon 
Hirshfield  tossed  off  that  line,  laughter 
bubbled  up  and  spilled  over. 

Bubbling  laughter  and  camaraderie 
with  her  Lord  seem  to  come  naturally  to 
the  lady.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  they 
always  have.  The  book  she  “didn't 
write"  is  "Just  a  Moment.  Darling," 
(Crescendo  Publications.  Inc..  1975)  —  a 
story  of  her  teenage  son’s  losing  battle 
with  cancer. 

Mrs.  Hirshfield’s  book,  her  first, 
recently  won  the  Gold  Medal  Book 
Award  from  the  National  League  of 
American  Pen  Women.  It  also  earned 
some  accolades  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Bishop  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe  wrote  the  introduction.  And 
Cochran  Chapel  UMC  here,  where  Mrs. 
Hirshfield  is  a  member,  launched  the 
book  with  an  autograph  party  last  year. 

“My  heart  is  singing."  she  says  now. 
as  invitations  to  speak  compete  with  her 
job  as  a  fashion  publicist  and  her  church 
activities.  But  that.  too.  is  the  Lord  s 
doing,  she'll  tell  you.  And  it  wasn  t 
always  that  way.  He  had  quite  a  job  on 
His  hands 

Tom  Hirshfield.  only  child  of  Ruth  and 
her  husband,  died  in  1972  at  the  age  of  18. 
after  a  30-month  siege  with  sarcoma. 
Mrs.  Hirshfield  was  already  widowed 
when  young  Tom  got  sick  and  eventually 
—  despite  the  surgery,  cobalt, 
chemotherapy  and  deep  faith  which 
together  almost  miraculously  diverted 
the  disease  several  times  —  died  of 
pneumonia. 

"Tom  and  I  never  doubted  that  God 


By  SHARON  MIEI.KF. 

Senior  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  “Deplorable” 
and  “appalling"  but  “not  surprising” 
United  Methodist  health  professionals 
say  of  the  recent  revelations  of  Medicaid 
abuse  made  by  the  U.S.  Senate 
subcommittee  on  long-term  health 
services. 

United  Methodist  nursing  homes, 
hospitals,  and  physicians  are  directly 
involved  in  providing  care  which 
is  subsequently  paid  for  by  state  and 
federal  government.  Medicaid  pays  for 
the  “medically  indigent”  —  persons  on 
welfare  or  who  meet  other  state 
eligibility  standards.  The  program  is 
administered  by  the  states  with  the 
federal  government  paying  between  50 
and  80  percent  of  the  bill.  The  Senate 
subcommittee  estimates  that  10  percent 
of  the  $15  billion  spent  annually  is  lost 
through  fraud  and  abuse. 

“Senator  Frank  Moss  has  done  a  great 
public  service  by  drawing  national 
attention  to  Medicaid  abuses,”  said  the 
Rev.  John  A.  Murdock,  New  York, 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  health 
and  welfare  ministries  division.  He  said 
the  Medicaid  concept  of  enabling 
physicians,  clinics  or  hospitals  to  provide 
care  without  suffering  economically  is 
good,  but  “the  system  can  be  had.” 

After  talking  to  several  U.M.  health 
professionals,  TM/UMR  found 
agreement  among  them  on  several 
points: 

•Medicaid  abuses  are  “big  city” 
problems,  especially  in  slum-area  clinics 
which  have  a  very  high  patient-physician 
ratio  —  the  so-called  "medicaid  mills.” 

•Increased  numbers  of  safeguards  and 
investigators  will  close  up  many 
loopholes,  but  there  is  no  way  to  protect 
against  every  ‘shyster.’ 

•There  is  no  documented  abuse  of 
Medicaid  by  any  United  Methodist 
related  institution,  but  that  doesn’t 
preclude  the  possibility  some  is 
occurring. 

•Certification  officials  for  U.M. 
agencies  should  give  careful  attention  in 
their  procedures  to  financial 
relationships  with  government  health 
programs. 

•Scandal  in  Medicaid  raises  questions 
about  the  role  of  government  in  health 
care  administration. 

•Fundamental  questions  about 
whether  health  care  i^a  “right”  and  how 
it  is  to  be  financed  are  not  answered  yet. 

•Medicaid  and  Medicare  together  have 
provided  an  over-all  improvement  in  the 
level  of  health  care  available  for  aging 
and  needy  Americans. 

“The  broad  label  of  ‘Medicaid  abuse’  is 
unfortunate  because  some  bad  spots 
don't  make  the  whole  program  bad.” 
said  Dr.  Dora  Lee,  a  family  physician  in 
Stockton,  Calif,  for  37  years  and  a 
member  of  the  UMC’s  health  and  welfare 
board. 


She  believes  abuses  creep  in  as  care 
becomes  impersonal  in  large  clinics 
where  patients  are  numbers  on  a  chart. 
“The  quality,  of  care  doesn’t  measure  up 
when  patients  never  see  the  same  doctor 
twice;  it’s  a  bare  minimum." 

Dr.  Lee  said  the  original  hope  of 
Medicaid  was  to  bring  all  people  into  the 
“mainstream  of  care."  But,  she  said,  as 
costs  mounted  two  different  levels  of 
care  have  emerged  —  minimum  for  the 
“medically  indigent"  and  maximum  for 
those  who  pay  their  own  way. 

At  the  present  level  of  funding  there  is 
little  other  choice,  according  to  Ed 
Mansfield,  administrator  of  Riverside 
Methodist  Hospital,  Columbus,  Ohio.  If 
health  care  is  a  “right,”  he  asks,  how 
much  money  are  people  willing  to  put  out 
for  that  right?  Mr.  Mansfield  said  health 
care  now  represents  8.5  percent  of  the 
GNP  and  that  providing  the  same  level  of 
care  for  everyone  would  require  a 
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readjusting  of  national  priorities. 

Mr.  Mansfield  said  “one  lesson  we 
should  learn  from  this  scandal  is  that  big 
government  cannot  operate  a  big  health 
service.  Federal  assistance  in  setting  up 
standards  and  in  funding  is  necessary, 
but  a  mix  of  private,  public  and  church 
related  institutions  “must  stay  in  to 
maintain  integrity,”  he  believes. 

A  resolution  on  “health  care”  adopted 
by  the  1976  General  Conference  says 
United  Methodists  affirm  that  “in  an 
affluent  society  unimpeded  access  to 
adequate  health  care  is  a  fundamental 
right  of  all  persons  living  in  that  society 
and  is  corollary  to  the  right  of  life  itself.” 

The  resolution  also  charges  that  costs 
in  the  present  system  are  “relatively 
unplanned,  unmanaged,  uncontrolled 
and  rising.”  Expressing  opposition  to 
simply  adding  money  to  the  present 
system,  the  resolution  calls  instead  for 
“restructuring  of  health  care  in  the  U.S.” 


Methodists,  Catholics 
come  to  understanding 


DUBLIN  (RNS)  —  Similarities 
between  Roman  Catholic  and  Methodist 
understandings  of  the  Eucharist  (Holy 
Communion),  ministry,  and  marriage 
were  highlighted  in  a  report  here  to  the 
World  Methodist  Conference  by  the  joint 
commission  between  the  Catholic  Church 
and  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

According  to  the  report,  “Roman 
Catholics  and  Methodists  approach  the 
Eucharist  without  a  history  of  explicit 
disagreement  but  there  are  differences 
in  language  —  a  Roman  Catholic 
naturally  refers  to  the  Mass,  a  Methodist 
to  the  Lord’s  Supper  or  Holy 
Communion,  for  example.” 

Other  common  understandings  of  the 
Eucharist  between  Catholics  and 
Methodists  cited  in  the  report  were  the 
teachings  that  it  is  "the  fullest 
presentation  of  God’s  love  in  Jesus  Christ 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  that  it 
commemorates  the  sacrificial  death  and 
resurrection  of  Christ,  and  that  it  is  “our 
response  of  faith  and  love  whereby  we 
receive  His  gift  of  Himself  and  are 
renewed  as  members  of  His  body.” 

Regarding  the  presence  of  Christ  in  the 
Eucharist,  the  report  said  that  “Christ  is 
present  and  active,  in  various  ways,  in 
the  entire  eucharistic  celebration  and 
that  communion  with  Christ  in  the 
Eucharist  presupposes  His  true 
presence,  effectually  signified  by  the 
bread  and  wine.” 

On  the  subject  of  ministry,  the  joint 
commission  affirmed  that  ministry 
depends  “entirely  on  God’s  initiative  in 


calling  and  enabling"  persons  who  are 
set  aside  for  ministry.  Other  common 
points  included  the  affirmations  that  the 
central  act  of  the  ordained  ministry  is  to 
preside  at  the  Eucharist,  and  that  “by 
ordination  a  new  and  permanent 
relationship  with  Christ  and  His  church 
is  established.” 

Differences  between  Catholic  and 
Methodist  understandings  of  the 
ministry  arise  in  the  areas  of  the 
threefold  ministry  (bishops,  priests  and 
deacons)  and  the  apostolic  succession, 
the  report  noted.  It  said  that  “Methodists 
are  not  in  principle  opposed”  to  these 
concepts,  but  added  that  “they  do  not 
consider  either  of  these  to  be  necessary 
for  the  church  or  for  the  ministry.” 

Regarding  ordination  of  women,  the 
report  said,  “The  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  in  keeping  with  her  traditional 
practice,  does  not  ordain  women  to  the 
priesthood.  Methodists  can  find  no 
theological  objection  to  the  ordination  of 
women  .  .  .  therefore  they  ordain  them.” 

On  the  subject  of  marriage,  the  report 
commented  that  “the  widespread 
rejection  of  the  Christian  understanding 
and  practice  of  marriage  serves  to 
emphasize  that  what  differences  remain 
between  us  —  such  as  divorce  and 
contraception  —  are  far  outweighed  by 
what  we  hold  in  common." 

Delegates  to  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  adopted  a  motion  directing 
officers  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  to 
appoint  members  of  a  new  commission  to 
continue  the  talks  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 


wgs  healing  him,”  she  says.  Then,  when 
he  died,  “I  couldn’t  stop  crying.  I 
wondered  where  God  had  gone.  I  lost 
what  I  thought  was  my  purpose.” 

Then  several  things  happened.  A  young 
friend  of  Tom’s  told  her  she  should  be 
ashamed.  “Don’t  you  realize  old  Tom’s 
all  right?  The  only  pain  he  has  now  is 
seeing  his  mother  cry  like  this.”  An  older 
friend,  trying  to  be  helpful,  suggested  it 
was  time  to  close  the  chapter  on  Tom. 

That  did  it,  she  recalls.  Close  the 
chapter?  “Never!  It  was  time  to  open  the 
chapter  —  to  share  Tom's  incredible 
faith  with  more  people.  Maybe  that  was 
my  purpose.” 

She  realized,  too,  she  said,  that 
“weeping  is  so  selfish.  When  you're 
crying  you’re  not  thinking  of  anybody 
else,  or  doing  anything  for  anybody  else. 
God  hadn’t  gone  anywhere  —  I  had." 

There  was  a  need,  she  decided,  for  a 
“down-to-earth  book  that  told  our 
experiences  in  words  everybody  could 
understand.  Not  a  morbid  book.  And  not 
a  saintly  book.  Tom  never  suffered  from 
a  too-tight  halo!” 

What  he  did  have  from  birth,  she  says, 
were  the  joy  of  living  and  faith  in  “a  God 
who  cares."  Not  until  near  the  end  of  his 
life  did  he  ever  ask  “Why?” 

She  doesn’t  know  why  so  many  people 
are  writing  books  about  the  tragic 
illnesses  which  have  touched  them  —  or 
why  so  many  people  are  buying  those 
books  She  only  knows  why  she  wrote  this 
one.  "It’s  another  love  story  illustrating 
man’s  meagerness  and  God’s  might.  It 
really  isn’t  my  book.  Nor  is  it  Tom's 

Except  that  maybe,  she  suspects.  Tom 
is  healing  more  people’s  ills  this  wav 
than  he  would  have  as  the  doctor  he 
intended  to  be 


New  from  Word  Books . .  .to  help  bring  your  Bible  alive! 

Six  new  relational  Bible  study 
books  that  show  how  you  can  have 
caring, fulfilling  relationships  with 
others...  a  vital,  growing  relationship  with 
God... and  a  healthy,  accepting 
relationship  with  yourself. 


CELEBRATE  YOUR 
FREEDOM 
demonstrates 
again  why  Don 
Williams  is  widely 
recognized  as  a 
gifted  Bible  teacher. 
This  inductive  study 
of  Galatians  will 
help  you  break  free 
into  authentic 
personal  liberty. 
Ideal  for  personal 
or  group  study,  as 
a  commentary. 

Bible  class  text  or 
devotional  guide. 


Earl  Palmer  s 
extraordinary  new 
book,  SALVATION 
BY  SURPRISE, 
provides  a 
brilliantly  clear 
understanding  of 
Romans.  This 
masterful  effort 
is  a  highly 
significant  behind- 
the-scenes  look 
at  a  Pauline  letter 
which  has  sparked 
renewal  time  and 
again  down 
through  the 
centuries.  It  is 
a  truly  enriching 
experience. 


Lionel  Whiston  has 
the  gift  of 
transporting  you 
right  into  the  midst 
of  a  gospel  story. 

He  brings  it  alive 
...enhances 
understanding . . 
and  helps  you 
apply  its  message 
to  your  own  life. 
These  three  volumes 
by  Whiston  are 
among  the  finest 
relational  studies 
in  Mark  available 
anywhere.  All  are 
suitable  for 
individual  and 
group  use. 

NEW  BEGINNINGS 
explores  Jesus’ 
relationship  to 
Himself.  His  Father 
and  His  fellowmen 
through  a  study  of 
Mark  1  through  4 
Whiston  points  the 
way  for  you  toward 
renewal  and 
change— and  your 
own "new 
beginnings'.’ 


POWER  OF  A 
NEW  LIFE  will 
speak  to  you  if 
you’ve  ever  felt 
that  the 
anxieties  and 
pressures  of  life 
are  almost  too 
much  to  cope 
with.  In  this 
study  of  Mark  5 
through  9,  you’ll 
learn  from 
Jesus  howto 
deal  with 
problems 
victoriously. 


THROUGH 
SUFFERING  TO 
VICTORY  describes 
the  true  costliness 
of  successful  living. 
It  answers  your 
"whys"  concerning 
the  pain  and 
suffering  of  life. 

But  most  of  all. 
it  provides  you  with 
the  God-given 
resources  to  be 
victorious.  Based 
on  Mark  10 
through  16. 


LIFE  WITHOUT 
LIMITS 
communicates 
fresh  insights  from 
Mark's  message 
with  illustrations 
of  real  people  who 
are  living  the 
adventure  of  new 
life  in  Christ  today. 
Use  it  as  a  resource 
for  small  groups, 
for  personal  Bible 
study  or  for  daily 
devotions. 


Available  now  at  your  local  Christian  bookstore  Word  Books  for  people  on  the  grow. 


Foundation  received  unusual  gift 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  is  now  situated  in  its 
permanent  home  at  1010  Mid  South 
Towers  in  mid-town  Shreveport.  The 
former  tenant  of  this  office  space  was 
Frank  B.  Hall  &  Associates. 

When  Mr.  Hall,  a  member  of 
Shreveport's  Broadmoor  UM  Church, 
discovered  that  we  were  establishing  the 
Foundation  office  here  he  arranged  to 
give  us  the  carpeting  and  drapes  in  the 


entire  office  suite.  This  represented  a 
savings  of  several  hundred  dollars  to  the 
Foundation.  Needless  to  say  we  deeply 
appreciate  Mr.  Hall's  most  appropriate 
gift.  It  not  only  saved  us  money,  but  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  getting  situated  in 
our  new  location. 

In  the  first  week  of  operation  in  its  new 
offices,  the  Foundation  received  more 
than  $2,200! 

—ClydeS.  Clark.  Director 


Camp  Brewer  1976  Alexandria  District  Jr.  High 
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*  validation  Director 
announces  tour  of  districts 


The  Director  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  Clyde  S.  Clark,  will 
visit  all  of  the  District  Preachers’  Meetings  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  during  the 
fall  season.  The  purpose  will  be  to  explain  and  interpret  the  Foundation  for  the 
Pastors.  At  these  meetings  the  Director  will  have  brochure  material  to  distribute. 
His  schedule  is  as  follows: 

Shreveport  District  -  Monday,  September  13  - 10:00  A. M. 

Monroe  District  -  Monday,  September  20  - 10:00  A. M. 

New  Orleans  District  -  Friday,  September  24  - 10:00  A  M. 

Lake  Charles  District  -  Tuesday,  September  28  -  6:30  P.M. 

Alexandria  District  -  Thursday,  October  14  - 10:30  A  M. 

Lafayette  District  -  Thursday,  October  14  -  5:00  P.M. 

Baton  Rouge  District  -  Friday,  October  15  - 10:00  A  M. 

Ruston  District  -  Tuesday,  November  9  -6:30  P.M. 

Hammond  District  -  Monday,  November  15  - 10:00  A. M. 


Evangelism  clinic  held  at 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 


These  ministers 
and  laypersons 
were  part  of  the 
Church  Growth 
Evangelism  Clinic. 
From  l-r:  Lear 
Navard,  Rev.  Lael 
Jones.  Rev.  Brady 
and  Irene  Williams, 
Dubb  Hall,  Rev. 
Vernon  Fairley, 
and  Rev.  J.  Roddy 
Taylor. 


A  successful  Church  Growth 
Evangelism  Clinic  was  held  at  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Church,  Bogalusa  in 
early  September.  Purpose  of  the  five-day 
event  was  to  teach  ministers  how  they 
can  teach  their  own  congregations  to 
witness  for  Christ.  The  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Church  has  been  in  the  program 
for  almost  two  years,  and  a  spokesman  of 
the  Church  says  that  “.  .  .  each 
layperson  who  has  taught  has 
experienced  a  personal  spiritual  growth 
and  the  joy  of  leading  others  to  know 
Christ .  .  .” 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  recent 
clinic  was  the  opening  night  at  which 
time  members  of  the  various  Share 
Groups,  members  of  the  Evangelism 
program,  and  clinicians  met  for  a 
banquet.  Clinicians  caught  the  spirit  of 
lay  participants  and  indicated  interest  in 
having  the  same  program  in  their  own 
churches. 

The  clinic  was  directed  by  the  Rev.  Joe 
W.  McClain,  Pastor  of  the  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Church. 


Facilities  needed  for: 
handicapped, 
foster  children 


Pictures  and 
features  needed 


From  the  Louisiana  Health  and  Human 
Resources  Administration  comes  the 
request  for  information  regarding 
facilities,  including  group  homes  in  the 
state  which  can  provide  residential  or 
day  care  services  for  children  who  are 
mentally  retarded,  emotionally 
disturbed,  or  who  have  learning 
disabilities  and/or  other  handicaps.  Also, 
foster  homes  for  children  with  no 
handicaps  are  needed. 

If  you  know  of  such  a  facility  or  home, 
please  contact  the  Facility  Coordinator, 
LHRRA,  721  Government  Street,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Within  the  next  several  weeks  this 
newspaper  plans  to  run  many  short  items 
of  local  church  interest  concerning  all 
age  groups.  We  will  feature  the  Youth  of 
Church  and  some  of  their  activities 
which  have  taken  place,  which  they  have 
reported,  and  which  we  have  heard 
about. 

We  also  plan  to  run  a  series  of 
“capsulized  events”  in  the  life  of  our 
church.  Some  pictures  which  have  been 
sent  to  us  will  be  run. 

However,  this  newspaper  will  be  happy 
to  receive  longer  features  and  significant 
pictures  of  human  interest  to  our 
readership.  We  wish  to  share  the  “good 
news.” 


Henry  Blount,  Jr.  conducts 
worship  service  in  Ireland 


The  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  led  an 
ecumenical  worship  service  for  peace  in 
Killarney,  Ireland,  during  his  recent  visit 
to  the  Irish  Republic  as  a  delegate  to  the 
World  Methodist  Conference  in  Dublin. 

The  service,  which  took  place  in  late 
August,  prior  to  the  Dublin  Conference, 
was  held  while  delegates  were  on  a  pre- 
conference  tour  of  the  West  country  city, 


Appointments 

announced 


and  they  were  invited  to  the  Methodist 
Church  there.  The  service  was  attended 
by  Protestants  and  Catholics.  Dr.  John 
Bayliss,  pastor  of  Rayne  Memorial 
Church.  New  Orleans,  led  the  singing. 

Blount  emphasized  the  need  for  peace 
in  the  war-torn  nation.  The  congregation 
prayed  for  Church  unity  and  called  for 
”...  witness  towards  the  outreaching  of 
Christian  love  for  Ireland  ...  all  of 
Ireland.” 


Announcement  from  the  Bishop's 
Office  of  the  following  appointments  has 
come  to  this  newspaper: 

Effective  July  15,  1976  —  Henry  Gage 
to  Baldwin-Trinity-Walmsley ;  Henry 
Rhyan  to  Leesville-Mt.  Zion-Macedonia. 

Effective  September  1,  1976  —  Robert 
F.  Honaker  to  St.  James  Church. 
Marrero: 

Effective  September  7  —  Paul  Guy 
Durbin  to  Associate  Chaplaincy, 
Methodist  Hospital,  New  Orleans. 

All  of  the  appointments  were  made 
prior  to  September  1,  although  some  took 
effect  after  that  date. 


Dr.  Carl  Lueg  returns 
to  Lake  Charles 
to  lead  renewal 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles,  La.  plans  a  “Time  For 
Renewal,”  September  26-29.  with  Dr. 
Carl  Lueg  as  guest  speaker.  The  theme 
for  the  series  is  “Enjoy  Your  Faith.” 
Leading  the  singing  will  be  Ralph 
Newell,  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  Lueg  is  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  District.  Among  his 
pastorates,  he  served  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles  for  11 
years. 


Oak  Grove  Church  gives 
larger  amount,  Grace  Church 
reports  significant  giving 


From  Michael  McLaurin.  Pastor  of  the 
Oak  Grove  Church  of  the  Marksville 
Charge  in  the  Alexandria  District,  comes 
a  “healthy  correction”  of  the  amount 
reported  in  this  newspaper  for  the 
Church’s  contribution  to  the  Foundation 
The  correct  amount  is  $610.50! 

The  amount  previously  reported  was 
an  inadvertent  error,  and  Mr.  McLaurin 
graciously  referred  to  it  as  a 
“typographical  error.”  The  Oak  Grove 


contribution  is,  indeed,  an  outstanding 
gift. 

From  Grace  Church,  New  Orleans 
comes  another  report  which  was  re¬ 
ported  incorrectly  —  again  an  uninten¬ 
tional  error  —  the  “Heritage  Sunday” 
contribution  from  the  church,  according 
to  Samuel  D.  Johnson,  Lay  Leader,  was 
$57.00!  This  is  a  small  congregation,  and 
the  amount  given  represents  a  signifi¬ 
cant  contribution. 


Christian  Education  Sunday  observed 


This  Sunday,  September  26  is  Christian 
Education  Sunday  and  will  be  observed 
in  our  churches  throughout  the 
conferences.  Many  churches  are  taking 
this  opportunity  to  introduce  the  staff  of 
their  church  schools,  present  the 
programs  and  in  general  “do  honor”  to 


this  all  important  effort  in  our  church. 
Throughout  the  week  following  Christian 
Education  Week  is  also  on  our  church 
calendar.  Great  emphasis  and  renewed 
interest  is  being  shown  in  our  church 
school.  Catch  the  spark  of  Christian 
education  and  make  it  glow. 


Bishop's  Message 


The  first  meeting  I  attended  as  Bishop  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana  was  in  the  interest  of  the  Lafon  Home  I  became  so  interested  I 
wanted  to  see  the  Home  and  where  it  was  located  I  discovered  that  this  was  a 
much  needed  facility  that  has  served  the  aged  and  infirm  for  over  one  hundred 
years.  This  is  the  first  time  ever  that  it  has  sought  help  from  the  total 
community.  I  also  was  impressed  by  the  fact  that  the  home  is  operating  without 
a  deficit  and  this  money  that  we  are  raising  is  for  capital  expenditures. 

At  the  present  time  Lafon  is  serving  89  persons  and  there  is  a  waiting  list.  But 
the  building  is  in  such  a  condition  we  must  rebuild  it  or  close  this  great 
institution.  But  if  we  can  build  this  new  facility  it  will  eventually  double  the 
capacity  of  the  home.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  urgent  need  for  this  enlarged 
ministry. 

As  I  have  thought  and  prayed  about  this  great  challenge  I  was  impressed  by 
the  fact  that  here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  Methodists  of  Louisiana  to 
participate  in  one  of  the  most  thrilling  and  worthwhile  projects  of  Christian  love 
and  service  to  be  found  anywhere  It  is  where  we  can  see  and  know  of  the  work 
that  is  done  and  the  human  needs  that  will  be  met.  I  am  convinced  it  is  worthy  of 
our  best.  I  have  made  my  own  pledge  and  I  urge  every  minister  and  layman  of 
this  Conference  to  have  a  part  in  this  thrilling  ministry  of  caring  love. 


Sincerely. 


J  Kenneth  Shamblin 


Camping  reports  indicate  unprecedented  records 


When  this  newspaper  ran  pictures  and 
news  of  summer  camping  activities 
earlier,  the  reports  were  punctuated  with 
new  gains  in  enrollment  and  enthusiasm 
It  was  gratifying  to  see  that  “camping  is. 
indeed,  on  the  upswing.”  But  even  with 
the  reports  already  published,  there  was 
more  to  come. 

Within  the  last  several  weeks 
additional  reports  of  camping  activity, 
accompanied  by  pictures  have  reached 
this  newspaper.  We  promised  to  run 
them  all.  It  is  encouraging  and  inspiring 
to  our  Conference  to  know  of  the  large 
and  responsible  attendance. 

From  the  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis,  of  the 
Abbeville  Church,  comes  news  of 
Lafayette  District  Junior  High  and 
Elementary  Camps  which  were  held 
simultaneously  at  the  Seashore 
Methodist  Assembly,  Biloxi,  Miss.  There 
were  140  campers  (77  elementary  and  63 
junior  high)  in  these  two  groups,  whicn 
were  directed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willis.  Ci- 
directors  included  the  Reverends  George 
Sherman,  Robert  Norwood,  Bill  Rowell 
and  Paul  Longstreth.  A  large,  supportive 
staff  assisted  in  serving  as  instructors 
and  counsellors.  Pictures  of  the  campers 
are  carried  elsewhere  on  this  page 

Shreveport  District  Elementary  fifth 
and  sixth  graders  were  “38-strong”  when 
they  got  together  at  Caney  Lake  The 
Rev.  S.  Burl  Dampier  was  the  director, 
He  was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Ray  Spillers, 
Betty  Barton.  Patty  Cathey,  Sandra 
Brock.  Debby  Shivor,  Rita  Crowell,  Ron 
Dauphin,  and  Tim  Brewster. 

Some  interesting  events  have  been 
taking  place  at  Camp  Brewster,  and  a 
recent  “face-lifting”  has  added  a  special 
attractiveness.  A  spokesman  notes  that 
painting  and  redecorating  of  the  cabins 
are  a  part  of  the  many  improvements 
that  indicate  .  .  that  once  again 
someone  cares  ...”  New  tables  and 
folding  chairs  have  been  purchased  for 


Junior  High  Camp.  Lafayette  District 


Elementary  Camp.  Lafayette  District 


the  dining  hall,  new  steps  installed,  and 
the  general  area  improved. 

Churches  which  were  responsible  for 
the  new  look  at  Camp  Brewer  are:  First, 
Alexandria;  Glenmora;  Fellowship  and 
Forest  Hill;  Boyce;  Trout;  and 
Palestine.  Various  other  churches  have 


made  donations,  and  various  youth 
groups  have  done  much  of  the  painting 
and  clean-up.  These  improvements  have 
taken  place  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  David  Strozier  pastor  at  Glenmora 
and  superintendent  of  the  camp. 

Three  youth  camps,  preachers'  picnic. 


youth  retreats  and  a  number  of  local 
church  picnics  held  on  the  grounds  attest 
to  the  renewed  interest  in  and 
appreciation  for  Camp  Brewer.  Pictures 
of  the  Alexandria  District  Junior  High 
Camp  and  an  Elementary  Camp  are 
shown  on  this  page 


Coney  Conference  Centre  Shreveport  District  Hlementary  5th  <£•  6th. 
United  Methodist  Church  July  .5-9.  /  976 


Camp  Brewer  1976  Alexandria  District  Elementary  No.  2 
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TM/UMR  readers  tell  where  they  ‘found  the  church’ 

...In  fellowship  beyond  death 


By  W.  S.  VOLSKIS 
It  was  the  7th  of  August,  1944  The 
cities,  towns  and  villages  of  Latvia  were 
like  sitting  ducks  to  the  rampaging  Red 
Army  moving  westward. 

A  boy.  almost  twelve,  entered  a  pale 
yellow  frame  house  beside  a  rutted 
country  road  He  had  come  to  say  good¬ 
bye  to  Mrs.  Griekeris,  his  neighbor  for  as 
long  as  he  could  remember.  How  many 
times  had  she  fed  him  good  things  and 
humored  his  boyish  spirits!  How  many 
times  had  he  sat  next  to  her  in  prayer 
meetings  and  church .  .  . 

"It's  you,  Zig,”  the  old  lady  said  and 
smiled  as  the  boy  slowly,  as  if 
reluctantly,  approached  her.  She  put  her 
arms  around  him  and  just  held  him 
without  saying  a  word  "It’s  alright,”  she 
inally  spoke  up.  "Let’s  not  have  those 
tears  .  We  shall  see  each  other  again." 


The  boy  nodded,  but  the  expression  on  his 
face  betrayed  his  lack  of  confidence  in 
her  words.  He  intuitively  knew  that  this 
good-bye  was  different  from  all  the  other 
good-byes. 

Then  the  boy  stepped  out  into  the 
sunlight  of  the  yard  and  within  minutes 
he  and  the  others  were  gone. 

I  have  never  been  back.  Nor  did  I  ever 
see  my  dear  friend  again.  She  died  more 
than  twenty-five  years  ago.  But  now  I 
know  of  what  she  spoke  when  she  said. 
"We  shall  see  each  other  again.”  She 
spoke  of  a  fellowship  that  transcends 
nationalities,  generations,  continents, 
decades,  centuries,  even  death  She 
spoke  of  that  bond,  that  closeness,  that 
hope,  that  life  that  is  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

Rev.  Volskis  is  pastor  of  Market  Street 
UMC  in  Onancock ,  Virginia. 


...In  structures  coming  together 


By  GEORGE  W.  COOKE 

More  than  ten  thousand  persons 
gathered  in  the  Civic  Auditorium  at 
Dallas,  Texas  that  Tuesday  morning. 
April  23.  1968,  in  what  must  have  been 
one  of  the  most  crowded  delivery  rooms 
of  all  time. 

A  hush  fell  over  the  great  assemblage 
of  delegates  and  friends  to  the  General 
Conferences  of  the  Methodist  and 

...In  a  sermon 

By  N.  H.  MELBERT 

It  was  Nov.  10, 1910. 1  had  just  returned 
from  three  years  in  India,  China  and 
Japan.  I  was  hungry,  cold  and  desolate, 
sitting  on  a  bench  in  Battery  Park  in  New 
York  City  Another  bum  came  up  and  sat 
near  me.  He  told  me  of  a  mission  down  in 
the  Bowery  where  they  fed  us  coffee  and 
rolls  after  we’d  heard  a  sermon.  That 
night  I  went  to  the  altar  and  accepted 
Lord  Jesus  as  my  personal  Savior;  and 
that  old  mission  has  had  a  special  corner 
in  my  heart  ever  since. 

I  have  been  a  Methodist  preacher  since 
June  15. 1917,  am  85  years  old,  and  teach 
a  Bible  class  of  99  members.  I  retired 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  1960. 

I  love  that  old  Bowery  mission  where 
the  Lord  found  me  and  healed  my  poor 
sin-sick  soul,  then  called  me  to  His 
service. 

Rev.  Melbert  lives  in  San  Antonio, 


Evangelical  United  Brethren  Churches. 
A  birth  was  about  to  take  place. 

There  had  been  years  of  planning 
toward  this  great  moment.  Bishops, 
ministers  and  lay  people  of  both 
denominations  took  their  places  on  the 
huge  platform.  A  small  white  boy  and  a 
small  black  girl  approached  the  altar  to 
participate  in  the  ritual. 

Soon  every  person  in  the  vast 
auditorium  was  holding  the  hand  of  the 
person  next  to  him  and  repeating  historic 
words:  “Lord  of  the  Church,  we  are 
united  in  Thee,  in  Thy  Church  and  now  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Then  something  completely 
unarranged,  but  very  beautiful 
happened.  At  that  exact  moment  of 
union,  the  shrill  cry  of  a  small  baby  rang 
out  from  a  place  high  in  the  balconies. 

Although  the  mother  may  have 
experienced  a  feeling  of  embarrassment, 
there  was  no  need  for  her  to  be  anything 
but  extremely  proud.  That  small  voice 
was  not  only  most  appropriate.  It  was 
now  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Those  who  had  arranged  the  historic 
uniting  service  had  omitted  an  important 
part.  It  had  been  supplied  by  a  tiny  baby 
whose  cry  had  heralded  and  put  into  true 
perspective  the  moment  of  birth  that 
United  Methodists  had  just  experienced. 

Mr.  Cooke  is  a  member  of  West  A  venue 
UMC  in  Rochester.  New  York. 


Texas,  and  attends  Travis  Park  UMC 

‘Ordinary’  can  be  ‘extraordinary’ 


Where  is  the  church? 

TM/UMR  challenged  its  readers 
several  weeks  ago  to  describe  how  they 
experienced  the  meaning  of  "the 
church”  in  a  unique  way.. 

Scores  of  readers  have  responded,  and 
the  first  group  of  essays  is  published 
elsewhere  on  this  page.  Others  will  .be 
published  in  subsequent  issues. 

A  majority  of  the  essays  submitted 
deal  with  "ordinary”  occurrences  or 
events  which  have  taken  on 
"extraordinary”  significance  in  the  life 
of  the  writer.  A  helping  hand  .  .  .  the 
beauty  of  nature  .  .  .  Christian  comfort  in 
♦  me  of  grief  a  supportive  fellowship 


of  believers  .  .  a  life-changing 
happening:  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
experienced  as  real  and  alive  in  a  rich 
variety  of  ways. 

Most  of  the  articles  printed  in 
TM/UMR  focus  on  church  programs  and 
current  issues.  That  is  the  primary 
function  of  a  church  newspaper. 

In  contrast,  the  focus  of  these  essays  is 
on  Christian  experience.  The  sharing  of 
faith  experiences  is  also  a  valid  function 
of  a  church  newspaper.  We  hope  the 
publication  of  these  insights  into  “the 
church”  will  serve  to  enrich  the 
Christian  pilgrimmage  of  each  TM/UMR 
reader. 


Protest  can  be  counterproductive 


There  is  a  hollow  feeling  which  persons 
of  moral  integrity  experience  when  it 
becomes  obvious  they  are  being  "used” 
for  the  dishonorable  intentions  of  others. 

Few  persons  face  that  feeling  as 
frequently  as  those  whose  task  it  is  to 
select  "news”  for  broadcast  or 
publication.  Knowing  the  "power  of  the 
media.”  editors  are  constantly  called 
upon  to  honor  the  public’s  right  to  know 
while  remaining  sensitive  to  the  effects 
their  decisions  will  have  on  the  lives  of 
others. 

Committed  to  the  value  that  censorship 
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of  any  legitimate  news  story  is 
counterproductive,  in  the  long  run,  to  the 
welfare  of  society,  editors  sometimes 
must  proceed  with  the  distasteful  task  of 
reporting  news  which  has  been  created 
by  publicists  for  the  purpose  of  using  the 
press  (and  ultimately  the  public)  to 
achieve  their  own  ends. 

Such  an  instance  is  TM/UMR’s 
publication  in  its  Sept.  17  issue  of  a  story 
about  Christian  opposition  to  a  film  being 
planned  by  a  Danish  filmmaker  called 
"The  Sex  Life  of  Jesus  Christ.”  Refused 
permission  and  funding  to  make  the  film 
in  Denmark,  the  filmmaker  has 
announced  plans  to  proceed  in  England, 
and  has  raised  a  flurry  of  protests  from 
English  church  leaders. 

It  is  sad,  but  true,  that  in  a  society 
which  thrives  on  bizarre  exploitation  of 
all  types,  nothing  could  insure  future 
box-office  receipts  for  such  a  movie  like 
exposing  it  to  Christian  opposition  and 
condemnation  in  the  press.  While  this 
film  deserves  nothing  but  the  disgust  and 
abhorrence  of  Christians  around  the 
world,  as  a  money-grabbing  profaning  of 
our  Lord,  public  expressions  of  outrage 
will  serve  only  to  provide  the  filmmaker 
with  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  free 
publicity  and  notoriety. 

The  story  of  plans  to  make  this  film  is 
not  new.  TM/UMR  editors  first  learned 
of  the  project  more  than  two  years  ago 
and  judged  its  news  value  to  our  readers 
—  in  a  world  where  such  "sexploitation” 
is  hardly  unique  —  not  worth  space  in  our 
columns. 

But  as  often  happens,  the  story 
returned.  This  time  its  publicity  is  being 
aided  by  well-meaning  Christians  who 
have  chosen  to  protest  its  production. 
This  time  it  is  news  —  not  because  some 
single,  misguided  opportunist  is  seeking 
attention,  but  because  he  has  received  it. 

When  "The  Sex  Life  of  Jesus  Christ"  is 
completed,  as  now  seems  inevitable,  it 
will  doubtless  make  its  way  into  the 
porno  theaters  of  America  So  long  as 
pornographic  films  in  general  are  legally 
condoned  in  our  society,  loud  protests 
about  one  particularly  disgusting  film 
will  be  to  little  avail 

If  Christian  action  is  called  for,  and  we 
believe  it  is.  we  should  focus  our  efforts 
on  reversing  the  "anything  goes” 
attitude  which  currently  prevails  in  our 
society.  Public  protestations  about  a 
"minor  league”  attack  on  our  faith  — 
such  as  that  posed  by  the  particular  film 
in  question  —  will  result  only  in  its 
elevation  to  "major  league"  status 


...In  oneness  with  creation 


By  PHIL  McLARTY 

It  was  a  Monday,  and  I  had  business  in 
Dallas.  Luckily  I  left  home  a  little  early. 
It  was  raining  hard.  In  fact  it  had  rained 
hard  all  morning.  Now  I’m  no  duck,  but  I 
try  not  to  let  a  little  water  —  even  a  lot  of 
water,  slow  me  down.  I  struck  out  in 
reckless  abandon. 

Unfortunately,  something  got  in  the 
way.  A  roadblock.  The  highway 
department  had  put  up  pylons  at  the 
intersection  of  Highways  35  and  36  to 
close  off  westbound  traffic.  A  flagman  in 
a  yellow  slicker  suit  was  on  hand  to  offer 
the  explanation.  "Road’s  closed,"  he 
said,  "There’s  high  water  up  ahead.” 

My  first  impulse  was  to  call  him  a  liar. 
Frustration  always  brings  out  the  worst 
in  me.  "What  do  you  mean  closing  the 
road?”  I  thought  angrily  to  myself.  ‘‘I 
don’t  care  about  high  water;  I  just  want 
to  get  to  Dallas.” 

"What  about  36?”  I  finally  did  ask,  "Is 
it  open?" 

The  flagman,  a  natural  skeptic, 
answered  with  reluctance,  "You  might 
get  through  if  you  drive  slowly.” 

"Thanks,”  I  said  as  I  sped  away  and  up 
Highway  36.  In  no  time,  I  was  cruising  at 
my  usual  58  mph,  bending  the  law  and 
splashing  through  the  standing  water  on 
the  road.  "Nobody’s  going  to  slow  me 
down,"  I  chuckled  to  myself. 

It’s  nine  miles  from  Highway  35  to  1-30. 
I  had  gone  about  seven  miles  when  an 
approaching  car  flashed  his  lights.  "Uh- 
oh.”  trouble  up  ahead. 

I  rounded  the  corner,  and  there  was 


...In  no  longer  having  to  be  a  stranger 


Bv  JANE  RUDD  WESTBROOK 

Here  I  am  again,  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land.  When  I  was  a  child,  my 
father’s  work  uprooted  our  household  at 
regular  intervals,  breaking  school  ties, 
depositing  us  in  another  city  to  rearrange 
our  familiar  furniture  and  belongings 
within  unfamiliar  walls. 

When  I  was  little,  I  could  run  outside 
and  find  instant  friends  by  joining  in  a 
game  of  tag  or  simply  saying,  "My  name 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


is  Mary  Jane;  what’s  yours?” 

This  time  it’s  different.  Daddy  did  not 
make  the  move.  Mother  did.  They  are 
divorced.  She  is  upset  and  does  not  notice 
that  I  have  problems  too. 

Junior  High  students  are  self-centered 
and  stuck  up.  Or  so  I  find.  They  are 
indifferent  to  a  lonely  teenager  from  out- 
of-town. 

Then,  one  Sunday  evening,  on  impulse, 
I  decide  to  go  alone  to  a  nearby  church. 
Mother  isn’t  interested.  I  know  at  once 


that  this  place  with  its  musty  smell,  worn 
carpets  and  hymn  books  with  well  known 
hymns,  is  my  real  home.  Songs  about 
Jesus  well  up  and  fill  my  heart  until  it  is 
about  to  burst.  At  the  altar,  near  the  end 
of  the  service,  a  lady  with  a  radiant  face 
asks  softly,  "Do  you  know  Jesus?” 

"Yes,”  I  answer  and  light  and  love 
expand  into  joy.  “Oh  yes!” 

Ms.  Westbrook  is  a  member  of  Clifton 
Heights  UMC  in  Louisville.  Kentucky. 


Lake  Tawakoni,  transplanted  about  20 
miles!  The  highway  was  lost  somewhere 
beneath.  I  drove  to  the  edge  of  the  water 
as  if  I  dared  to  cross  it  in  my  little  VW.  I 
had  reached  "fishhook”  .  .  .  the  end  of 
the  line. 

Nothing  to  do  but  sit  back  and  think  of 
something.  I  backed  up  a  few  yards  and 
sat.  In  a  few  moments  I  was  relaxed, 
almost  enjoying  the  inconvenience.  Then 
I  noticed  something  in  the  water.  It 
looked  like  a  snake,  its  head  peering 
above  the  water.  Whatever  it  was,  it  was 
coining  my  way. 

I  watched  as  it  reached  the  tall  grass 
by  the  side  of  the  road.  It  came  within 
four  feet  of  me.  It  wasn’t  a  snake  at  all, 
but  a  field  mouse  about  as  big  as  my  fist. 
It  had  been  washed  out  of  its  home  with 
no  government  subsidy. 

Then  came  the  real  thrill  —  a  baby 
mouse  ran  out  from  beneath  its  mother. 
Excited  about  being  on  land  again,  the 
baby  scampered  here  and  there.  In  the 
tall  grass  the  baby  was  quickly  out  of 
sight  of  its  mother.  I  worried  about  how 
the  two  would  ever  find  each  other. 

My  worry  was  short  lived.  The  mother 
mouse,  ready  to  move  on.  let  out  a  squeal 
that  would  have  frightened  a  bear.  The 
baby  responded  with  its  own  .  little 
squeak.  The  two  were  reunited  in  less 
than  two  seconds.  They  were  off  again  to 
their  destination  unknown.  As  I  backed 
the  car  around  to  head  home,  it  dawned 
on  me  that  for  a  few  short  moments  I  had 
been  at  one  with  the  creation.  God’s 
presence  had  been  revealed  in  a  field 
mouse,  of  all  creatures,  and  her  baby! 

For  a  few  moments  I  had  experienced 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  the  church 
universal.  Time,  distance,  obligation, 
responsibility  ...  all  became  for  the 
moment  meaningless  symbols.  I  realized 
that  in  the  moment  of  God’s  revelation, 
nothing  else  takes  precedent. 

With  the  rain  gently  pittering  on  the 
roof  of  my  car,  I  humbly  confessed  the 
sins  of  my  hurried  life  and  prayed  that 
the  church  might  always  be  as  real  to  me 
as  it  had  been  this  day. 

Rev.  McLarty  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Quinlan,  Texas. 


Aid  to  widows  of  ministers  is  too  small 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  to  read.  “Salary  gaps 
need  to  be  narrowed"  ("Here  I  Stand," 
Sept.  3) 

I  agree  that  the  salary  span  between 
bishops  and  other  ministers  is  too  great. 
But  there  is  a  group,  widows  of  Methodist 
ministers,  who  are  even  lower  on  the 
salary  scale. 

Until  I  became  a  widow,  I  had  no  idea 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  did  not 
provide  for.  the  widows  and  dependent 
children  of  ministers.  We  are  few;  I  am 
sure  most  piinisters  live  to  retire,  but 
that  does  not  change  the  responsibility  of 
the  church  to  the  few  women  and 
children  who  are  the  victims  of  death. 

I  receive,  as  a  widow,  $50  (fifty 
dollars)  a  month.  The  dependent 
children  receive  until  finished  with  four 
years  of  college  $12.59  per  month 
roughly  lunch  money  for  a  week. 

My  husband,  as  most  ministers  today, 
had  three  years  of  seminary.  Yet  his 
son’s  education  is  to  end  with  college  in 
the  eyes  of  the  church. 

I  sent  a  petition  to  General  Conference 
concerning  this  disgraceful  situation-.  I 
did  not  receive  a  reply  except  the  one 
which  said  the  petition  would  be  sent  to 
the  correct  committee. 

One  question  —  is  giving  a  meager  $50 
to  a  widow  to  keep  her  for  a  month  in 


Or 


keeping  with  the  teachings  of  the  Bible 

and  Jesus?  0  w. 

Mary  Ruth  Minor 

Franklin,  Tennessee 

(.leaver  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  on  behalf 
of  the  conversion  experience  of  Eldridge 
Cleaver  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  10).  I  wonder 
how  many  of  those  who  seem  to  feel  it 
necessary  to  make  evaluative  comments 
about  the  authenticity  of  Mr.  Cleaver's 
testimony  have  read  his  book  "Soul  on 
Ice.”  •  1<v 

It  was  written  more  than  seven  years 
ago.  I  am  indebted  to  it  for  being  a 
significant  catalyst  in  my  own 
conversion  experience.  Having  regarded 
myself  as  a  Christian  for  at  least  the  past 
35  years,  I  was  brought  to  moments  of 
repentance  many  times  as  I  absorbed 
what  he  had  to  say.  I  realized  that  it  was 
not  his  soul  that  was  frozen,  it  was  mine. 

His  pilgrimage  began  in  prison.  For 
me,  his  book  should  be  placed  alongside 
the  letters  of  Paul  and  Bunyan’s 
"Pilgrim’s  Progress”  as  being  inspired 
works  to  come  out  of  prison.  From  him  I 
learned  where  my  own  sense  of 
brotherhood  was  deficient.  In  places  Mr. 
Cleaver’s  writing  sytle  reminded  me  of 
Amos  and  the  Psalmists.  I  believed  then 
and  I  believe  now  that  the  Holy  Bible  was 


the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Cathedrals  of  Europe  left 
deeply  ambivalent  feelings 


Mr.  Dunnam 

I  was  struck  by  deeply  ambivalent 
feelings  as  we  drove  across  Britain  and 
Western  Europe  this  summer  and  visited 
dozens  of  beautiful  gothic  cathedrals. 

The  tallest  and  largest  buildings  in 
nearly  every  city  there  are  churches.  In 
most  major  cities,  church  spires 
dominate  the  skyline.  Looking  out  across 
the  countryside,  one  can  nearly  always 
spot  the  tops  of  several  churches.  Even 
the  smallest  town  usually  has  a  church 
which  is  large  by  American  standards. 

It  is  exhilarating  to  a  Christian 
believer  to  see  such  dramatic 
expressions  of  a  people’s  devotion  to  God 
in  the  places  of  worship  they  have  built. 
Over  and  over  I  found  myself  thinking: 
"How  great  must  have  been  their  love  of 
God  to  use  their  time  and  resources  to 
build  such  magnificent  sanctuaries.” 

But  it  is  depressing  to  find  that  most  of 
the  churches  in  Britain  and  Western 
Europe  serve  primarily  as  monuments  to 
religion  of  the  past.  Although  worship 
still  occurs  in  most  of  the  churches  on 
Sunday  and  throughout  the  week,  it  is 
unusual  for  more  than  a  scattering  of 
persons  to  attend.  The  larger  and  older 
cathedrals  are  visited  by  many  more 
tourists  than  by  local  parishioners  Over 
and  over  I  found  myself  thinking: 
"Where  have  all  the  people  gone'’"  and 
"I  wonder  what  it  would  be  like  for  these 
cathedrals  to  he  filled  with  people  raising 
their  voices  in  praise  of  God'7” 

During  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  Dublin.  Ireland.  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  experience  the  answer  to 
my  second  question  with  a  group  of 
Methodists  from  around  the  world  On  a 
Sunday,  more  than  2.000  Methodists 
jammed  into  St  Patrick's  Cathedral  in 
Dublin  for  morning  worship  and  Holy 


with  the  brightness  of  the  glory  of  the 
Lord.  Ezechiel  -  10,4” 
already  a  part  of  his  experience.  God  was 
at  work  truly. 

It  may  have  taken  him  seven  years 
abroad  to  complete  his  pilgrimage. 
Maybe  the  reason  is  that  at  home  he  was 
not  able  to  see  much  evidence  of  what 
Jesus  Christ  meant  when  he  spoke  of  our 
being  brothers  and  sisters  to  each  other. 

Rather  than  question  the  authenticity 
of  Eldridge  Cleaver’s  conversion,  let  us 
scrutinize  and  examine  our  own. 

Earl  W.  Saunders 
San  Diego.  California 

‘ lllue  lairs'  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  disagree  with  Bishop  Ralph 
Ward  that  the  striking  down  of  blue  laws 
in  New  York  is  "regrettable,  a  very 


unfortunate  development."  It  could  be  a 
good  experience  for  many  Christians  in 
New  York  as  it  has  been  for  Christians 
elsewhere.  It  is  easy  to  obey  God’s  law 
when  it  is  enforced  by  men;  but  when 
God’s  law  is  sanctioned  by  society, 
Christians  are  robbed  of  the  opportunity 
to  know  whom  they  serve.  Did  Christians 
and  others  in  New  York  not  shop  on 
Sunday  because  they  felt  God  would  not 
approve  or  because  society  would  not  let 
them? 

Now  the  decision  to  follow  Christ  can 
require  strength  and  growth  and 
assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a  secular 
society.  The  Hebrews  found  this  to  be 
true  when  they  were  led  into  bondage  in 
Babylon  and  it  was  a  time  of  growing  a 
spiritual  enrichment. 

Let’s  stop  asking  our  secular 
government  to  enforce  our  Christian 
commitment.  Instead  let’s  live  it  in  spite 
of  society.  Which  do  you  think  is  the 
better  witness  to  Christ? 

Sandra  M.  Kandler 
Bradenton,  Florida 

'Keep  ii i>  fiooil  i corl< 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  my  great 
appreciation  for  your  very  fine 
publication.  Every  edition  seems  to  get 
better  than  the  last  —  but  the  Sept.  10 
issue  is  simply  superb.  In  fact,  I  am 
cutting  out  different  parts  to  send  to  my 
scattered  family.  My  grandson  in  Alaska 
will  appreciate  the  articles  on  Eldridge 
Cleaver  no  end. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  and  accept  my 
thanks. 

Irma  Yarbrough 
Port  Arthur.  Texas 


Communion.  The  cathedral’s  massive 
columns  made  it  difficult  for  many  to  see 
everything  that  went  on  in  the  front  of  the 
sanctuary.  But  the  sound  of  2.000 
Methodist  voices  raised  in  song  filled 
that  giant  vault  and  warmed  the  hearts 
of  all  who  were  gathered.  No  one  could 
recall  when  so  many  people  had 
assembled  at  St.  Patrick’s  for  worship. 

I  love  huge  cathedrals.  I  always  have. 
In  an  ideal  world.  I  wish  every  church 
could  serve  as  both  a  towering 
monument  to  a  people’s  faith  and  as  a 
gathering  place  for  huge  throngs  of 
people  to  worship  God  and  make 
preparation  for  living  their  faith  in  the 
world. 

But  ours  is  not  an  ideal  world.  If  forced 
to  choose.  I  wotild  rather  worship  in  the 
smallest,  crudest  type  of  hut  with  a  group 
of  people  filled  with  the  love  of  God  and 
one  another  than  to  worship  in  the  silent 
grandeur  of  a  sparsely  filled  gothic 
cathedral/museum 

Church  buildings  may  either  add  to  or 
detract  from  our  worship  experiences. 
But  the  most  decisive  element  in  worship 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  size  and  grandeur 
(or  lack  thereof)  of  the  building  where 
worship  takes  place.  The  most  decisive 
element  in  worship  is  the  people  who 
bring  themselves  and  offer  their  lives 
together  in  praise  and  dedication  to  God. 

Some  experts  tell  us  the  present  state 
of  church  attendance  in  Europe  portends 
the  church’s  future  in  America  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  that  is  the  present 
trend  But  God  can  alter  the  course  of 
human  history.  I  hope  I  may  yet  live 
to  see  the  day  when  the  churches  of 
Britain  and  Europe  again  bear  living 
testimony  to  the  faith  of  throngs  of  living 
people 

SPURGEON  M  DUNNAM  III 


You  can  be 

a  part  of 
something  big 

Learn  how.  See  the  new  World  Service 
Film  —  "A  Part  of  Something  Big.”  Men 
and  women  tell  what  it  means  to  them  to  be 
part  of  the  people-to-people  ministry  we 
call  World  Service. 

Order  from  your  conference  AV  library,  or 
rent  at  $10  from  United  Methodist  Film 
Service,  1525  McGavock  St.,  Nashville, 

Tenn.  37203. 


Discussion  materials  and 
publicity  for  ‘‘A  Part  of 
Something  Big”  can  be 
ordered  from:  United 
Methodist  Communications, 

1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  III. 

60201 

WORLD  SERVICE  is  people  serving  people. 
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Would  discovery  of  life  on  another  planet  affect  our  religious  beliefs? 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  What  would  be 
the  theological  implications  of  a 
discovery  that  life  exists  on  other 
planets? 

The  question  has  arisen  once  again  in 
connection  with  the  Viking  explorations 
of  Mars.  A  survey  of  theologians  from 
various  religious  traditions  has  turned  up 
widely  different  reactions.  Some  feel  that 
the  question  is  of  little  theological 
importance,  while  others  think  a 
discovery  of  extraterrestrial  life  would 
have  profound  implications. 

Father  Avery  Dulles,  S.J.,  professor  of 
theology  at  the  Catholic  University  of 
America,  Washington,  D  C.,  feels  that 


"extraterrestrial  life  has  not  as  yet 
become  a  major  theological  problem  for 
the  simple  reason  that  we  have  as  yet  no 
solid  evidence  that  such  life  exists." 

He  suggests  that  if  life  were  discovered 
elsewhere  in  the  universe,  "we  would 
have  to  find  out  whether  these  other 
living  beings  are  free  and  rational,  so 
that  they  can  make  moral  and  religious 
choices.  Then  we  would  have  to  learn 
whether  they  have,  and  are  conscious  of 
ha ving,  a  history  of  sin  and  redemption .  ’ ' 

The  Rev.  Richard  J.  Neuhaus  of 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  the  noted  Lutheran 
scholar  who  was  a  prime  mover  behind 
the  1975  Hartford  Appeal  for  Theological 


Affirmation,  says.  "To  me.  it  seems 
overwhelmingly  probable  that  the 
creation  cannot  be  adequately  explained 
in  terms  of  God’s  purposes  simply  in 
terms  of  the  Planet  Earth  " 

As  a  result,  he  feels  that  probably 
"there  is  sentient  life  consciously  related 
to  the  Creator  in  other  parts  of  the 
creation."  With  regard  to  the  theological 
implications  of  such  a  discovery.  Pastor 
Neuhaus  notes  that  "a  revelation  of  God 
by  definition  must  be  absolute  because 
God  is  absolute."  Therefore,  he  says, 
"ultimately  the  understanding  of  the 
biblical  revelation  of  God  will  have  to  be 
correlated  with  the  other  revelations  of 


Hunger  efforts  growing 

Expert  says  momentum  toward  help  amazing 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

"Grass  roots”  United  Methodism  is  on 
the  move  against  world  hunger  and  is 
picking  up  "amazing  momentum”  as  it 
goes. 

That  assessment  last  week  by  one  of 
the  denomination’s  top  experts  on  hunger 
hit  the  top  of  the  optimism  scale.  But  a 
number  of  other  U.M.  officials  were  only 
slightly  less  optimistic,  while  admitting 
in  effect  that  they’re  holding  their  breath 
for  fear  it  won’t  last. 

Even  before  the  UMC  officially  begins 
its  response  January  1  to  a  General 
Conference-mandated  quadrennial 
emphasis  on  hunger,  annual  conference 
action  is  encouraging,  church  leaders 
say.  Several  conferences  have  already 
paired  off  with  developing  nations  to  fund 
aid  programs. 

And  this  week  in  Chicago,  an  interim 
task  force  of  the  church’s  general  boards 
and  agencies  was  deciding  how  existing 
structures  can  best  lead  the  emphasis  as 
it  spreads  across  the  church  and 
hopefully  across  the  world.  A  permanent 
task  force  will  be  formed  at  board 
meetings  next  month. 

"There  has  been  a  lot  of  piecemeal 
response,  but  now  it’s  getting  planned 
and  is  going  to  be  done  right,"  said  Dr. 
Dean  Freudenberger,  natipnally-known 


United  Methodist  consultant  on  the 
hunger  crisis.  "The  big  rock  has  rolled 
over  once  and  now  it’s  going  to  move.  ’  ’ 

It  appears  the  church  is  indeed  coming 
to  grips  with  hunger,  agrees  the  Rev. 
Norman  DeWire,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  in  Dayton. 
Conferences  have  accepted  their 
apportionments  for  the  missional 
priority.  Many  have  set  special  offerings, 
allocated  funds  and  are  developing 
lifestyle  materials  and  other  aids  for 
United  Methodists  who  want  to  know 
what  they  can  do. 

"From  what  we  hear,  lots  of  things  are 
happening,"  he  told  TM/UMR.  "Initial 
response  is  very  good.  Whether  the 
church  has  the  long-haul  pulling 
capability  to  stay  with  it,  we’ll  have  to 
wait  and  see.” 

Much  will  depend  on  the  permanent 
kind  of  commitment  United  Methodists 
make  now,  agrees  a  hunger  and  nutrition 
consultant  who  has  just  completed  a 
survey  of  annual  conference  action  (see 
related  story).  "The  next  six  months  are 
crucial."  according  to  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Colton,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  who  conducted 
the  survey  for  the  health  and  welfare 
division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(BGM).  “As  hunger  slips  away  in  the 
news,  we  must  be  already  involved." 


50  annual  conferences 
zero  in  on  food  problems 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
ANN  ARBOR,  Mich.  —  At  least  50  of 
United  Methodism’s  73  annual 
conferences  have  zeroed  in  on  the  hunger 
crisis  by  setting  up  task  forces  to  plan 
their  attack. 

Forty-six  of  them  specifically 
highlighted  the  hunger  issue  when  they 
met  last  summer. 


Abingdon 

Bible 

Handbook 

The  ABINGDON  BIBLE 
HANDBOOK  it... 

", . .  the  solid  background 
any  reader  needs  to  become 
his  own  Scripture 
Interpreter  ."—interpreter 
"...  a  most  worthy  work 
backed  up  by  a  lifetime  of 
study,  teaching,  research, 
and  archaeological 
exploration."— Christian 
REVIEW 

"...  a  good  resource  for 
study  groups  and  small 
parish  libraries,  especially  in 
an  ecumenical 
setting  '—NATIONAL  CATHOLIC 
REPORTER 

"...  a  valuable  resource  for 
the  church  library,  for  the 
serious  reader,  and  seekers 
after  the  Scriptures’  point  and 
purpose." — CHRISTIAN 


.  more  than  adequate  . . ." 

—ETERNITY 


Add  to  the  above,  up-to-date, 
comprehensive,  containing  the 
latest  in  archaeological 
findings — learn  about  "The  Bible 
Today."  "The  Bible  in  History."  and 
"The  Bible  and  Faith  and  Life." 
Sixteen  pages  of  full-color 
photography.  Edward  f*  Blair. 

$15.95  .-it  rokeiUo,  bvoVstcxe  | 


Most  have  high  hopes  for  attacking 
hunger  on  several  fronts. 

But  at  least  40  want  a  helping  hand 
from  general  church  hunger  experts  and 
resources  to  get  a  handle  on  the 
complexities  of  the  problem. 

These  statistics  —  and  a  long  list  of 
announced  projects  and  fund-raising 
efforts  —  resulted  from  a  new  survey  of 
annual  conferences  by  a  consultant  for 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  health 
and  welfare  division. 

Fifty-nine  conferences  —  or  81  percent 
—  responded  to  a  questionnaire  from  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  Colton  here  about  their 
plans  and  needs  for  dealing  with  the 
church’s  hunger  priority.  Mr.  Colton  said 
the  purpose  of  the  survey  was  to  discover 
how  general  church  agencies  can  relate 
effectively  to  grass-roots  hunger 
priorities.  He  will  report  results  this 
week  to  an  interim  inter-agency  task 
force  on  world  hunger. 

The  survey  revealed  a  wide  variety  of 
preparedness  to  deal  at  this  point  with 
the  priority,  Mr.  Colton  said.  West 
Virginia  annual  conference,  for  example, 
has  already  received  pledges  from  its 
districts  amounting  to  $270,000  for  this 
year,  $104,000  of  which  is  already  in. 
Southwest  Texas  has  asked  churches  to 
channel  five  percent  of  their  regular 
operating  budgets  to  hunger  relief, 
primarily  through  UMCOR  (United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. ) 

Others  are  still  organizing  their  task 
forces  and  preparing  educational  and 
interpretive  materials  to  point  up  needs, 
he  said. 

Survey  results  will  be  used,  he  noted, 
not  only  to  "assess  where  we  are,"  but 
also  to  share  ideas  among  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches  in  the 
coming  year. 


God.  if  there  are  such." 

Rabbi  Marc  Tanenbaum,  national 
interreligious  affairs  director  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  points  out 
that  most  leading  rabbis  and  sages  of  the 
Jewish  tradition  "believe  that  there  is  no 
physical  life  as  we  know  it  anywhere  in 
creation  except  on  Earth." 

But  he  also  observes  that  there  is  "a 
minority  view  among  the  rabbis  which 
holds  that  there  is  no  Biblical  objection  to 
the  belief  that  living  creatures  may 
inhabit  other  planets  and  that  God  cares 
for  His  creatures  wherever  they  are." 

One  of  the  scholars  who  feels  that 
extraterrestrial  life  would  have  profound 


implications  for  theology  is  Father 
Robert  Brungs,  S.J.,  columnist  for  the  St. 
Louis  Review.  He  suggests  that  "it  may 
well  be  a  discovery  momentous  in  the 
missionary  life  of  the  church  to  find  out 
that  life  in  our  universe  is  not  so  unique 
as  we  thought." 

On  the  other  hand.  Father  Brungs 
says,  "should  we  find  no  evidence  of  life 
on  our  sister  planet,  it  might  help  us 
realize  that  life  on  our  own  planet  is  very 
precious  and  that  we  have  to  do  much 
more  to  assure,  as  best  we  can.  its 
preservation.” 

Louis  Moore,  religion  writer  for  the 
Houston  Chronicle,  recently  interviewed 


some  Protestant  thinkers  on  the  subject 
of  life  on  Mars.  Dr.  W.  A.  Criswell,  pastor 
of  Dallas’  First  Baptist  Church  and  a 
past  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  told  him  that  he  is  certain 
life  exists  only  on  Earth. 

‘This  planet  is  absolutely, 
incontrovertibly  unique,”  he  said. 
"There’s  no  planet,  no  star,  no  substance 
in  the  universe  comparable  to  our  world. 
This  is  the  place  where  Jesus  was  born. 
This  is  the  place  where  Jesus  was  reared 
and  had  His  ministry.  This  is  the  place 
where  Jesus  died  and  ascended  into 
heaven.  And  this  is  the  place  where  He’s 
coming  again.” 


One  test  of  “pulling  capability"  will 
come,  says  the  UMC’s  chief  national 
financial  officer,  as  local  churches  set 
their  budgets  this  fall.  "Of  course  the 
conferences  have  accepted  their 
apportionments  for  the  missions 
priorities,  but  the  real  decision  will  come 
from  our  40,000  local  churches  when  they 
say  yes  or  no  to  those  conference 
apportionments,”  said  Dr.  Ewing  T. 
Wayland,  general  secretary  of  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Five  million  for  hunger  attack 

General  Conference,  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative  body, 
voted  in  April  to  seek  $5-million  a  year  to 
help  alleviate  hunger  by  attacking  its 
root  causes  —  $2-million  through  a  new 
apportioned  fund  and  $3-million  through 
Advance  Special  voluntary  giving. 
Hunger  was  one  of  three  mission 
priorities  U.M.  delegates  approved  for 
the  1977-80  quadrennium. 

Just  back  from  Southeast  Asia  where 
he  served  as  a  consultant  from  the 
BGM’s  world  division,  Dr.  Freuden¬ 
berger  said  he  sees  hope  in  several 
quarters.  One  is  in  the  way  General 
Conference  allocated  hunger  funds:  58 
percent  for  direct  food  aid  and 
dealing  with  root  causes,  18  percent  to 
cultivate  Christian  lifestyles,  18  percent 
to  promote  public  policies  toward  "a 
more  adequate  system  of  food  production 
and  distribution,”  and  six  percent  to 
develop  expertise  in  U.M.  colleges  and 
universities.  "It’s  going  to  take  all  these 
approaches  and  I’m  thrilled  the  General 
Conference  saw  it  that  way.” 

Hope  also  comes  from  annual 
conferences  which  are  keying  their 
strategies  to  specific  programs  in 
specific  places,  he  maintains.  "There  are 
50  annual  conferences  which  could 
sponsor  relief  and  rehabilitation 
programs  in  50  nations.  That’s  what  we 
must  work  toward." 

Minnesota  annual  conference,  for 
example,  has  allotted  $125,000  a  year  to 
empower  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Council  of  Churches  in  Kenya  to 
reclaim  desert  land  for  food  production. 
West  Kansas  funds  project 

The  West  Kansas  conference  will 
underwrite  $300,000  for  UMCOR  (the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief) 
to  help  a  food  development  program 
called  the  "Tara  Project"  in  Niger, 
north-central  Africa.  Just  back  from 
Niger  is  a  six-member  task  force  from 
West  Kansas  conference.  Chairperson 
the  Rev.  Carl  Martin,  pastor  of  Trinity 
UMC,  Great  Bend,  says  Kansans  can 
relate  well  to  the  climate  and  soil 
problems  of  the  Sahel  in  Africa 
"Farmers  here  know  that  what  we  learn 
at  ‘Tara’  can  be  used  in  land  erosion 
problems  right  here.  And  we  know  it 
makes  sense  to  help  these  nations  help 
themselves,"  he  told  TM/UMR.  An 
initial  goal  of  $125,000  by  Thanksgiving 
will  be  met,  he  says. 

One  rural  West  Kansas  church,  Salem 
UMC,  he  noted,  with  a  membership  of 
only  140  members,  raised  $1,200  by 
consigning  profits  from  some  300  bushels 
of  wheat  for  the  hunger  project 

Experts  estimate  that  projects  like 
"Tara"  will  take  from  four  to  five  years 
to  complete.  Mr.  Martin  said.  Niger,  it  is 
believed,  has  the  potential  of  becoming 
the  breadbasket  of  the  west  northwest 
part  of  Africa. 
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4 Status  and  Role ’  data  shows 


Women  make  limited  progress 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ERLANGER,  Ky.  —  Little  has 
changed  in  the  role  and  status  of  women 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  over  the 
last  five  years,  according  to  statistics. 
While  there  is  little  to  crow  about, 
members  of  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  (CSRW) 
;irgue  the  picture  is  not  all  gloomy. 

Meeting  here  last  weekend  to  organize 
for  the  next  four  years,  members  of  the 
commission  considered  the  implications 
of  the  data  on  the  participation  of  women 
between  1970  and  1975. 

•  I  n  the  local  church  more  women  were 
involved  in  ‘women’s’  work  but  gains 
were  small  in  areas  traditionally 
reserved  for  men  On  the  one  hand, 
percentages  of  women  increased  in  the 
work  areas  of  ecumenical  affairs, 
education,  evangelism,  missions,  social 
concerns,  worship,  youth,  children  and 
family  Percentages  range  between  50 
and  98  and  all  are  up. 

However,  areas  traditionally 
dominated  by  men  showed  small  gains. 
Chairpersons  of  administrative  boards 
who  are  women  number  14  percent, 
boards  of  trustees  (3.6  percent), 
committees  on  pastor-parish  relations 
(16  percent),  finance  (17.6  percent)  and 
stewardship  (23.5  percent).  The  Council 
on  Ministries  is  an  exception  with  38.2 
percent  of  the  chairpersons  being 
women 

•  In  the  annual  conferences  the 
number  of  women  in  lay  delegates 
increased  from  35.8  percent  in  1970  to  42.6 
percent  in  1974.  Women  doubled  their 
participation  in  the  General  Conference 
delegations  from  10.2  percent  in  1970  to 
21.2  percent  in  1976. 

•  General  board  and  agency 
memberships  show  a  whopping  increase 
in  the  participation  of  women  as  a  result 


of  the  1972  General  Conference 
legislation  which  ordered  that 
memberships  be  one-third  Iaywomen, 
one-third  laymen  and  one-third  clergy. 

But  even  then  only  three  of  14  agencies 
met  or  exceeded  the  one-third  mandate: 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  and  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women.  That  over-all 
average  went  up  from  12.3  percent  to  27.6 
percent  ( excluding  the  CSRW ) 

•  At  the  executive  level  the  scene  is 
most  dismal.  There  are  no  women  at  the 
top  three  levels  in  three  church  agencies 
In  six  other  agencies  studied,  only  86  out 
of  349  top  positions  are  filled  by  women, 
the  majority  of  those  being  in  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

•  In  the  ministry  the  number  of 
women  almost  doubled,  but  the 
percentage  of  women  ordained  as  elders 
and  in  full  ministerial  membership  didn’t 
move  a  point.  It  stubbornly  stayed  at  .07 
percent.  While  the  percentage  of  women 
lay  pastors  has  increased,  numbers  have 
dropped  since  1970  from  155  to  152  in  1975. 

Several  commission  members  made 
observations  about  the  future  to 
TM/UMR 

"The  church  is  rolling  on  the 
ordination  of  women,  and  there  has  been 
wide  acceptance  of  ordained  women  in 
local  churches,”  Rose  Thomason, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  said.  A  veteran  of  the 
women’s  caucus.  Ms.  Thomason  believes 
the  church  will  find  it  relatively  easy  to 
fix  obvious  inequities  in  salary  and 
representation. 

But  she  viewed  the  anger  over 
language  changes  at  the  1976  General 
Conference  as  a  sign  of  the  resistance 
ahead  to  changes  in  theological  concepts 
about  women  in  the  church.  "Language 
is  the  bottom  line"  in  her  opinion  and 
indicates  the  most  basic  change. 


Barbara  Thompson,  Silver  Springs. 
Md.,  re-elected  president  of  the 
commission,  said  the  toughest  work 
ahead  is  determining  how  "we  can  reach 
the  woman  in  the  pew.”  She  said,  “I 
think  there  is  an  increasing  core  of 
women  who  have  a  full  understanding 
and  are  working  for  change,  but  there 
still  are  too  many  women  who  are  not 
using  their  God-given  talents  because 
they  are  bound  by  traditional  cultural 
limitations.  That  is  a  waste  of  resources. 

“The  whole  message  of  the  Gospel  is 
freedom  that  gives  everybody  the  right 
and  responsibility  to  make  choices. 
There  is  nothing  wrong  with  cooking, 
cleaning  and  caring  for  children.  There 
is  wrong  when  women  want  to  do  other 
things  and  can’t  get  the  freedom.  We 
ought  to  use  all  of  God’s  gifts  well.” 

In  several  first  actions  for  the 
quadrennium.  commission  members 
decided  to: 

•  Maintain  their  agency  office  in  the 
Chicago  area. 

•  Name  a  search  committee  which  will 
recommend  two  additional  persons  to  the 
executive  secretariat  at  the  February 
meeting. 

•  Send  a  telegram  rejoicing  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  women. 

•  Request  a  ruling  from  the  Judicial 
Council  on  the  “failure”  of  the 
Southcentral  Jurisdiction  to  name 
clergywomen  to  several  posts  as  ordered 
by  the  1976  Discipline. 

Clergy  journal 
to  be  launched 


in  October 


Woman  leads  fight  for  rights  of  the  ‘disabled’ 


abingdon 


ire  oixM'  uubitihing  department 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.  -  "Our 
society  disables  the  handicapped.  ” 

Ruth  Elizabeth  Knapp  was  an  adult 
with  a  master’s  degree  in  political 
science  before  she  reached  that 
conclusion.  But  such  a  realization  didn’t 
grow  out  of  her  formal  education.  It 
came  from  a  lifetime  in  a  wheel  chair  — 
the  result  of  juvenile  rheumatoid 
arthritis  which  left  her  crippled  at  the 
age  of  three. 

She  says  “handicapped  persons  are  the 
overlooked,  oppressed  minority  in  our 
society  today."  And  through  personal 
dedication  and  the  aid  of  church  groups 
she  plans  to  change  things. 

Her  campaign  brought  her  here  earlier 
this  month  as  a  "lobbyist”  for  the 
handicapped  at  a  meeting  of  the  United 
States  Conference  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC).  It  also  took  her  to  the 
WCC  Fifth  Assembly  last  November  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  where  her  "one-woman 
effort"  brought  about  the  inclusion  of  a 
paragraph  on  "the  handicapped  and  the 
wholeness  of  the  family  of  God"  in  WCC 
resolutions. 

"The  physically  and  mentally 
handicapped  have  been  set  aside  as 
oddities  by  our  society.  We  have  been 
oppressed  through  neglect  and  through 
paternalism,”  Ms.  Knapp  said.  "Society 
has  wanted  to  put  us  aside  rather  than  let 
us  take  part  in  life,  and  many  persons 


who  are  disabled  just  accept  this  view  of 
their  potential.” 

She  says  that  in  her  own  life  she  was 
protected  by  her  parents  well  into 
adulthood,  and  only  after  both  parents 
were  dead  and  she  was  alone  in  New 
York  City  did  she  realize  fully  the  lot  of 
the  handicapped. 

“I  just  assumed  there  were  all  of  these 
programs  and  agencies  looking  out  for 


Ruth  Elizabeth  Knapp 


the  weltare  ot  the  handicapped,”  she 
said  “Then  when  my  mother  died  I 
found  that  many  things  I  had  taken  as 
‘given’  in  the  world  for  the  handicapped 
just  didn’t  exist  " 

Since  that  time,  her  career  in  political 
science  has  taken  a  back  seat  to  work  on 
issues  related  to  the  handicapped  and 
what  she  sees  as  "the  oppression  of  the 
handicapped"  by  the  rest  of  society.  She 
has  been  involved  in  a  number  of 
projects  for  the  handicapped  in  New 
York  City,  and  through  her  activities  at 
Riverside  Church  there  founded 
"Mainstream"  —  an  interfaith  task  force 
for  issues  of  the  handicapped  —  two 
years  ago. 

Under  the  urban  ministry  program  of 
Riverside  Church.  "Mainstream"  heads 
efforts  in  New  York  City  to  "study  and 
take  action  on  attitudinal  and 
environmental  barriers  which  impede 
the  free  mingling  of  the  disabled  and  the 
elderly  in  society."  One  immediate 
project  of  that  organization  was  to 
promote  "curb  cuts”  (slanted  surfaces 
for  wheel  chairs )  at  corners  in  the  city. 

But  she  says  changing  attitudes  is  the 
difficult  part 

"We  all  stand  before  God  unwhole  in 
some  way,"  she  says.  "All  of  humanity  is 
disabled  in  one  way  or  another.  We  need 
people  to  recognize  this  common 
disability  we  share  and  then  go  on  to 
accept  the  persons  we  traditionally  list 
as  handicapped’  as  contributors  to 


society." 

She  says  the  church  needs  to  "review 
its  emphasis  on  custodial  care"  and 
begin  relating  to  the  handicapped  as  vital 
human  beings.  The  church  is  very 
important,  she  believes,  in  the 
possibilities  of  reconciliation  between  the 
handicapped  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 

As  a  part  of  her  personal  witness  to  the 
abilities  of  the  persons  society  calls 
"disabled,"  she  attended  the  WCC 
meeting  in  Nairobi  last  November, 
traveling  alone.  Later  she  toured  Europe 
and  did  research  into  problems  of  the 
handicapped  in  various  countries. 

She  was  successful  in  Nairobi  at 
promoting  a  paragraph  in  WCC 
resolutions  which  states:  "The  church’s 
unity  includes  both  the  disabled’  and  the 
‘able  ’  A  Church  which  seeks  to  be  truly 
united  within  itself  and  to  move  toward 
unity  with  others  must  be  open  to  all;  yet 
able-bodied  church  members,  both  by 
their  attitudes  and  their  emphasis  on 
activism,  marginalize  and  often  exclude 
those  with  mental  and  physical 
disabilities.  The  unity  of  the  family  of 
God  is  handicapped  where  these  brothers 
and  sisters  are  treated  as  objects  of 
condescending  charity.  It  is  broken 
where  they  are  left  out." 

“Everyone  has  had  some  kind  of 
suffering,"  she  says.  "We  all  have  that  in 
common.  Why  must  the  handicapped  be 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  suffering 
world?” 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  A  new  clergy 
journal  entitled  "The  Circuit  Rider”  will 
be  mailed  free  of  charge  to  the 
approximately  37,000  United  Methodist 
ministers  under  appointment  beginning 
in  October,  according  to  an 
announcement  made  here  by  John  E. 
Procter,  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  president  and  publisher. 

Editor  will  be  the  Rev  William 
Henzlik,  editor  of  two  earlier  United 
Methodist  clergy  publications:  "Today’s 
Ministry”  and  “The  Christian 
Advocate." 

"The  Circuit  Rider”  will  be  issued  10 
times  a  year  "to  provide  a  journal  of 
timely  and  practical  information  related 
to  the  interests  and  concerns  of  United 
Methodist  clergy,”  and  "to  promote  a 
positive  awareness  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  policies, 
products,  and  services  among  United 
Methodist  clergy  ." 

"United  Methodist  ministers  are  our 
most  important  constituency,"  Dr. 
Procter  explained.  "They  need  a 
regular  source  of  information  and 
communication  and  we  need  to 
communicate  with  them.  ” 

Mr.  Henzlik  said  the  journal  will 
contain  "practical  information  of  a 
professional  nature,  articles  to  inspire 
professional  growth  and  continuing 
education,  a  section  for  exchange  of 
views  on  clergy  issues,  and  departments 
on  personal  and  parsonage  life.  It  will 
also  carry  articles  on  resources  for  the 
pastoral  ministry  available  through  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House." 

Each  issue  will  be  in  an  easy-to-read 
magazine  format,  he  said. 
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Episcopalians  will  ordain  women 

Mixed  emotions  greet  historic  decision  on  priesthood ,  episcopacy 


LOVELAND,  Colo.  —  A  stunned  resident  of  the  Big  Thompson  Canyon  faces  the 
monumental  task  of  rebuilding  not  only  a  house  but  her  life.  Inter-Faith,  an 
ecumenical  disaster  organization,  is  fielding  hundreds  of  “volunteer  advocates" 
who  help  victims  of  the  flood  put  their  lives  back  together. 

Church  aids  victims  in 
Big  Thompson  Canyon 


LOVELAND,  Colo.  —  Two  days  after 
the  devastating  flood  in  the  Big 
Thompson  Canyon  here  in  July,  31 
churches  —  including  two  United 
Methodist  Churches  —  in  the  disaster 
area  went  to  work. 

The  Big  Thompson  Inter-Faith 
Disaster  Recovery  Task  Force  began 
coordinating  efforts  to  meet  the  long 
term  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of  the 
survivors  immediately.  Inter-Faith  is 
guided  by  a  board  of  directors 
representing  local  churches  and  headed 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  Schelling,  who  is  on 
loan  from  the  Colorado  Episcopal 
Diocese. 

Serving  on  the  board  are  the  pastors  of 
both  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Loveland,  the  Rev.  Glenn  Brown,  of  First 
UMC;  and  the  Rev.  Howard  Hines,  of 
Trinity  UMC;  and  Mrs.  Ellinor  Cross,  of 
First  Church.  Both  churches  have 
provided  large  numbers  of  volunteers  for 
the  effort. 

Recovery  and  rehabilitation  began 
with  finding  and  training  “volunteer 
advocates."  Two  weeks  after  the  flood, 
300  volunteers  were  trained  to  determine 
victims’  needs  through  personal 
visitation,  according  to  an  Inter-Faith 
report. 

Tragedy  abounds.  Over  300  families 
lost  their  canyon  homes  as  the  raging 
river  devastated  the  six  small 
communities  of  Drake,  Glen  Comfort, 
Cedar  Cove,  Midway,  Waltonia  and  Glen 
Haven  in  its  path.  Many  survivors  have 
nothing  left  except  a  second  chance;  only 
a  small  percentage  of  private  loss  is 
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LING,  age  four,  looks  as  though 
there  is  little  hope  for  tomorrow. 

Her  father  is  dead  and  her 
mother  works  as  a  common 
laborer,  earning  so  little  that  she 
cannot  feed  her  family.  Ling  has 
been  accepted  into  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Sarawak,  and 
we  can  keep  her  there  IF  someone 
sponsors  her. 

HOW  TO  HELP: 

You  could  share  your  blessings 
with  Ling  or  some  other  deserving 
child  by  becoming  a  sponsor.  Full 
information  would  be  sent  to  you 
on  “your”  child:  name,  address, 
picture  and  case  history.  You  can 
write  to  the  child  if  you  wish.  No 
contracts  are  signed  and  a 
sponsorship  can  exist  for  any 
length  of  time. 

The  fee?  Ten  dollars  a  month 
provides  food,  clothing  and 
educational  supplies  for  "your” 
child. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
U.S.  government  approved  and  all 
donations  are  tax  deductible. 
Audited  reports  indicate  the 
corporation  send  85%  on  overseas 
for  the  children.  Won’t  you  join  our 
family  of  sponsors? 

Please  write: 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  Is  greatest _ 

I  prefer  a  child 
Enclosed  Is  payment  for  flrat 
month_ 

For  full  year_ 


Name _ 

Street_ 
City _ 


Write  to:  Mrs  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director, 
P.O.  Box  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880 


covered  by  flood  insurance. 

Some,  still  stunned  by  the  disaster, 
don’t  know  where  to  turn  for  assistance. 
“Actively  listening”  to  survivors’ 
problems  is  all-important  to  persons  in 
trouble.  After  listening,  the  advocates 
steer  them  to  proper  agencies,  often  go 
with  survivors  and  help  them  apply  for 
help.  As  one  aptly  stated  after  making  a 
round  of  overworked  government 
agencies,  “At  le&st  the  people  at  Inter- 
Faith  will  listen.” 

Recently  Inter-Faith  advocates 
outlined  some  of  Die  needs  survivors  are 
facing.  Many  who  lost  their  homes  are 
now  living  in  temporary  HUD  housing 
projects.  They  don’t  know  where  to  find 
jobs  or  where  to  relocate.  In  some  cases 
their  property  was  completely  washed 
away  by  flood  waters  leaving  only 
bedrock.  Where  do  you  begin? 

An  elderly  woman  lost  her  little  mail 
order  gift  shop  and  all  her  stock  of  gifts. 
How  does  she  pay  for  the  stock  she  never 
sold?  The  catalog  never  mailed? 

Inter-Faith  workers  want  to  provide 
long-term  counseling  and  care  —  for 
possibly  up  to  two  years,  Mr.  Brown  told 
TM/UMR  —  through  the  period  of 
depression  that  inevitably  follows  a 
major  loss,  and  also  help  with 
community  rebuilding. 

But  to  reach  these  long-term  goals, 
Inter-Faith  needs  money.  At  present  the 
Task  Force’s  small  staff  is  operating  out 
of  loaned  office  space.  Funds  are  needed 
to  help  persons  whose  fihaheial  losses 
won’t  be  covered  by  government  agency 
loans  or  grants.  Two  hundred  of  the  three 
hundred  families  made  homeless  are 
elderly  persons  not  likely  to  get  loans 
from  the  Small  Business  Administration 
to  relocate  or  rebuild.  Their  small  fixed 
income  makes  borrowing  impossible. 
Money  is  needed  for  building  materials 
to  be  used  by  teams  during  a  long-term 
re-building  program.  Additional  money 
will  be  needed  for  furnishing  those  newly 
built  or  rebuilt  homes. 

The  agency  is  rapidly  becoming 
recognized  by  county,  state  and  federal 
organizations  as  a  coordinating  agency 
for  all  available  resources. 


By  MARTHA  MAN 
United  Methodist  Communications 
MINNEAPOLIS  —  Emotions  were 
mixed  and  celebrations  were  tempered 
as  the  Episcopal  Church  opened  its 
priesthood  and  episcopacy  to  women. 

Six  of  the  15  "irregularly”  ordained 
women  expressed  happiness  at  the  action 
of  the  denomination’s  General 
Convention  House  of  Deputies  vote  here 
Sept.  16  to  concur  with  the  House  of 
Bishops  in  the  historic  decision  to  allow 
ordination  of  women. 

But  it  was  a  bittersweet  victory.  “The 
price  has  not  been  cheap,  it  has  cost .  .  . 
The  church  has  already  lost  so  many 
women,”  said  the  Rev.  Carter  Heyward 
of  New  York,  acknowledging  the 
presence  of  the  Rev.  Marie  Moorefield, 
one  of  the  initial  11  women  ordained  in 
1974  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  who  is  now  a 
minister  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

"I’m  pleased,”  Ms.  Moorefield  said. 
“The  action  is  going  to  make  the  process 
of  recognition  a  lot  easier  and  I’m  happy 
about  that.  But  there  is  some  sadness.  It 
came  too  late  for  some  of  us,  yet  for  me 
there  was  a  place  to  go,  a  sense  of  where 
my  ministry  was,  and  I  feel  good  about 
what  I  did,”  she  said  of  her  decision  to 
transfer  to  Methodism  where  her 
ordination  was  recognized.  “Had  I 
chosen  to  stay  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
I'd  still  feel  good  today.” 

The  vote  by  the  clergy-laity  House  of 
Deputies  was  deceptively  close:  60  for,  38 
against  and  16  divided  among  the  clergy 
deputations;  64  for,  37  against  and  12 
divided  in  the  lay  deputations,  in  the 
complex  voting  procedures  of  the 
Episcopal  legislative  assembly.  On  the 


clergy  side.  58  yes  votes  were  needed,  so 
a  shift  of  two  deputations  would  have 
defeated  the  proposed  change  in  canon 
law  since  both  clergy  and  lay  groups 
must  approve  by  majority  votes  as  well 
as  both  the  House  of  Deputies  and  the 
House  of  Bishops  which  comprise  the 
two  bodies  of  the  Episcopal  bicameral 
form  of  government. 

Among  observers  in  the  packed  gallery 
during  the  four-hour  consideration  of  the 
proposal  were  members  of  the  Task 
Force  of  Women  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU). 

The  Rev.  Ann  Updegraff  of 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  chairperson  of  the 
task  force,  and  a  Disciples  of  Christ 
pastor,  said,  “We  celebrate  the  action  of 
the  House  of  Deputies  in  confirming  the 
decision  of  the  House  of  Bishops.  The 
unity  of  Christ’s  church  is  given  visible 
form  when  the  whole  of  God’s  people, 
women  and  men  alike,  are  able  to 
respond  to  their  priestly  vocation  ..." 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  task  force, 
she  added,  “We  hope  that  the  convention 
will  express  its  desire  that  the  ordination 
of  the  15  women  priests  be  immediately 
and  unconditionally  recognized  and 
regularized  as  a  first  step  toward 
reconciliation  within  the  Episcopal 
Church.” 

During  debate  in  the  House  of 
Deputies,  an  effort  was  made  to  exclude 
the  15  women  from  the  effects  of  the  new 
law,  an  action  which  would  have 
required  "re-ordination.”  Those  women 
have  said  they  will  refuse  any  such  re- 
ordination,  stating  they  firmly  believe 
they  are  priests  already. 

But  the  question  remains,  and  some 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodists  “can’t  have  it  both  ways”  for 
their  schools  —  both  public  funds  and  a 
sectarian  image  —  says  the  United 
Methodist  minister  who  has  become 
director  of  the  nation’s  church-state 
“watchdog.” 

“As  a  minister.  I’d  prefer  that  United 
Methodist  schools  retain  their  sectarian 
status;  otherwise  they  should  go 
completely  secular,”  according  to  the 
Rev.  Andrew  Leigh  Gunn,  new  executive 
director  of  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  ( AU) . 

This  is  the  latest  criticism  of  the 
denomination  from  the  organization  -that 
was  founded  in  1947  with  the  goal  that 
none  of  the  nation’s  churches  abuse  the 
privileges  granted  them.  In  the  process  it 
has  had  to  “slap  some  hands"  for  taking 
public  fifnds.  " 

Though  most  of  those  slaps  have  been 
aimed  at  Roman  Catholics,  some  have 
been  on  Methodist  hands,  despite  the 
church's  pioneering  and  continuing  role 
inAU. 

Criticism  of  Methodism  has  6ome  for 
such  things  as  its  schools'  participation 
in  government  loans  for  dormitory 
construction,  student  loans,  fellowships 
for  graduate  study  in  religious  fields, 
contracts  for  research,  Hill-Burton 
grants  for  hospital  construction, 
donation  of  government  facilities  and 
surplus  food. 

The  most  recent  situation  involved 
Western  Maryland  College,  a  long- 


10-year  overview  shows 

Changes  happening  in  world 


By  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 
DUBLIN,  Ireland  —  Oxford,  Lake 
Junaluska,  Oslo,  Denver,  Dublin  —  the 
last  six  sites  of  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  read  like  an  international 
timetable.  And  for  some  of  us  oldtimers, 
who  remember  when  today’s  worldwide 
fellowship  was  little  more  than  a  British- 
American  mutual  admiration  society, 
the  change  is  refreshing.  (See  related 
stories,  TM/UMR,  Sept.  10.) 

Comparisons  may  be  drawn  by  putting 
statistics  and  structure  alongside  each 
other.  The  1966  conference  still  had  a 
single  president  (always  British  or 
American  in  the  first  four  “quin- 
quenniums.”)  In  1976  there  was  a 
presidium  of  eight  leaders,  including  one 
layman,  one  laywoman  and  one  youth 
with  no  two  coming  from  any  one  of  the 
87  countries  represented  in  the 
membership.  The  executive  committee 


includes  in  its  membership  at  least  20 
percent  who  are  women  and  10  percent 
who  are  youth.  (At  this  year’s  meeting  in 
Dublin,  women  and  youth  still  thought 
they  were  under-represented  in  decision 
making.) 

Bible  study  has  always  been  provoca¬ 
tive  at  World  Methodist  Conference,  but 
it  was  never  better  than  this  year. 

In  some  instances  resolutions  might 
have  been  stronger,  but  the  Council 
(legislative  body  for  the  conference)  did 
not  hesitate  to  speak  out  on  social  justice 
in  South  Korea,  the  international  trade  in 
arms,  the  “missing-in-action"  in 
Indochina  and  apartheid  in  South  Africa. 
The  Council  threw  out  a  resolution  that 
had  been  prepared  and  adopted  a 
stronger  one  that  called  apartheid 
“codified,  congealed  racism,  con¬ 
demning  black  Africans  to  permanent 
inferiority  and  poverty.” 

Ten  years  agu  the  conference  spoke  out 
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anticipate  further  efforts  toward  some 
form  of  punitive  action  against  the  15 
women. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers  of 
New  York,  N.Y.,  an  ecumenical  officer  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  noted  the 
actions  by  opponents  of  women’s 
ordination  in  both  the  House  of  Deputies 
and  House  of  Bishops  stating  their 
intentions  to  remain  in  the  church  but 
refusal  to  accept  the  action  or  to  ordain 
women.  Prior  to  announcement  of  the 
vote,  she  commented,  “I  have  a  question 
about  the  implicit  affirming  of 
disobedience  if  the  vote  goes  in  favor  (of 
ordination).  What  about  if  the  vote  is 
against?  Is  that  same  affirmation  there 
for  those  who  at  another  time  felt  they 
had  to  disobey?” 

General  sentiment  among  observers 


was  that  although  there  might  be  efforts 
to  censure  the  15  women  in  some  way, 
such  efforts  would  be  defeated. 

When  such  a  question  was  posed  to  the 
six  ordained  women,  the  Rev.  Alison 
Cheek  of  Washington,  D.C.,  replied, 
“There  is  the  question  of  restitution"  for 
the  women  who  have  been  “in  limbo" 
since  their  ordinations.  “The  church  has 
given  us  a  lot  by  casting  us  out  these  last 
two  years,  I  think  we  have  a  lot  to  give  to 
the  church, "she  said. 

Ms.  Hayward  said,  “We  know*  there  is 
anger  against  us  here,”  but  added  “If  the 
convention  can’t  do  something  positive, 
it’s  better  that  it  does  nothing." 

The  House  of  Bishops  had  approved  the 
ordination  proposal  Sept.  15  in  a  95-61 
vote. 


Public  funds,  church  image 
don’t  mix,  says  ‘watchdog’ 


Law  of  sea  distant  but 
possible,  says  analyst 


Methodist-related  school  which  was  one 
of  a  few  church  institutions  granted 
building  funds  by  that  state.  After  years 
of  up-and-down  court  decisions,  in  suits 
brought  by  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  and  backed  by  AU,  Western 
Maryland  decided  it  needed  the  state 
money  and  relinquished  its  church  ties  to 
get  it  (including  such  measures  as 
removing  crosses  from  the  chapel. ) 

A  few  months  later  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  the  remaining  schools  in 
the  suit  (all  Catholic)  were  not  sectarian 
and  that  the  grants  were  constitutional. 

That  case  pointed  up  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  problems,  says  Gunn  —  a 
greater  concern  for  institutions  than  for 
principles,  or  trying  to  “have  it  both 
ways.” 

While  preferring  that  such  schools 
remain  in  artd  with  the  church,  Gunn 
calls  Western  Maryland  “at  least 
honest"  in  going  the  secular  route, 
though  he  was  sad  about  it. 

Gunn  is  worried  by  two  aspects  of  the 
trehd  involved  in  the  Maryland  situation 
—  {hat  some  schools  “have  not  made  a 
real  effort  to  get  funds  from  the  church,” 
and  that  public  funds  will  bring  with 
them  public  controls.  Some,  he  says, 
have  found  they  have  to  spend  20  to  30 
percent  of  those  added  funds  to  handle 
the  extra  administrative  requirements. 

Pointing  out  that  it  is  AU’s  role  to  “be 
purist  about  this,”  Gunn  says,  “We  will 
try  to  show  the  facts  of  the  sectarian 
situation  in  each  case.” 


Methodism 

in  favor  of  full  political  and  social 
responsibility  for  the  people  of  Rhodesia. 
This  year  the  concern  had  broadened  to 
the  varied  problems  of  the  emerging 
nations  in  Africa. 

The  London  conference  10  years  ago 
was  saddened  by  being  cut  off  from 
fellow  Christians,  especially  in  China, 
“some  of  whom  came  to  their  faith,  as  we 
came  to  ours,  through  the  Wesleyan 
traditions."  This  led  to  a  call  for 
reconciliation  with  victims  of 
Communist  repression  everywhere.  The 
Dublin  conference  scarcely  mentioned 
Communism,  but  insisted  on  digging 
deeper  into  the  causes  of  oppression.  It 
said,  “We  are  also  aware  of  the  terror  in 
Lebanon,  the  repression  in  Korea  and 
Chile,  and  the  continuing  problems  of 
violence,  crime  and  moral  decay  in  all 
lands."  The  conference  spoke  and  acted 
(with  many  of  its  members  participating 
in  a  peace  march)  on  the  death  and 
destruction  in  Northern  Ireland. 

The  1966  conference  looked  forward  to 
closer  ties  with  the  Roman  Catholics. 
This  year’s  conference  recorded 
important  gains.  There  were  Catholic 
priests  among  the  invited  observers.  A 
resolution  asking  for  conversations  with 
Orthodox  Christians  easily  passed.  A 
resolution  10  years  ago  had  wistfully 
wished:  “We  long  for  progress  between 
different  branches  of  the  great  Methodist 
family  when,  as  in  so  many  nations,  they 
are  in  the  same  place  but  separate.  ’  ’  This 
conference  rejoiced  that  nine  unions  had 
been  formed  and  others  were  in  prospect. 

The  1976  message  became  a  challenge 
as  the  delegates  were  asked:  “Are  you 
going  home  to  persuade  your  neighbors, 
friends  and  fellow  church  members  to  do 
all  they  can  to  root  out  racial  injustice  in 
your  town  and  in  your  country?  Will  you 
oppose  political  oppression  of  any  sort, 
whether  of  white  against  white,  white 
against  black,  or  black  against  black? 
Will  you  do  your  best  to  persuade  your 
church,  your  bank,  your  international 
cooperation,  your  government  to  use 
their  influence?  If  so.  Dublin  will  be 
worthwhile." 

And  the  World  Methodist  Conference 
will  become  local  as  well  as  global ! 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  Progress,  stalemate, 
backsliding? 

No  one  seemed  sure  how  to  call  the 
fifth  session  of  the  Law  of  the  Sea 
Conference  as  it  closed  here  last  week. 
But  a  spirit  of  cautious  hope  still  prevails 
according  to  a  policy  analyst  working  for 
United  Methodists  and  other  interested 
denominations. 

Arthur  Paterson,  analyst  and  observer 
with  the  Ocean  Education  Project,  told 
TM/UMR  “delegates  are  tired  and 
frustrated.  Little  has  come  of  this  session 
when  more  was  hoped."  The  second 
conference  in  New  York  this  year,  the 
fifth  since  1973,  this  conference  agreed  to 
meet  again  in  May  1977. 

The  Law  of  the  Sea  is  a  treaty  now 
being  written  by  the  United  Nations 
spelling  out  guidelines  for  use  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  earth’s  surface,  as  well  as 
setting  up  machinery  to  settle  disputes. 
Negotiations  stem  from  the  1970 
agreement  in  the  U.N.  that  those  areas  of 
the  sea  beyond  national  boundaries  are 
the  “common  heritage  of  mankind.”  But 
Mr.  Paterson  said,  while  everyone 
agrees  it  is  a  “common  heritage”, 
everyone  disagrees  on  what  that  means. 

The  outcome  of  the  conference  will 
determine  whether  ocean  space  and 
resources  will  be  fought  over  by  the 
earth's  geographically  and  techno¬ 
logically  fortunate  nations  or  if  some 
measure  of  equity  will  determine 
distribution  of  the  ocean’s  wealth  of  fish, 
oil  and  minerals.  Over  50  land-locked  and 
geographically  disadvantaged  nations 
(very  limited  coastal  area)  have  special 
concerns  of  access  to  the  oceans. 

Because  the  church  is  concerned  about 
justice  and  peace  in  the  world,  Mr. 

Catholicism  is 
hope  for  poor, 
says  editor 

ADRIAN,  Mich.  (RNS)  -  The  editor  of 
a  statewide  United  Methodist  periodical 
has  declared  that  “Roman  Catholicism 
offers  the  best  hope  for  the  poor  masses 
of  the  Third  World.” 

In  an  editorial  entitled  “Roman 
Catholicism:  Third  World  Hope,"  in  the 
Sept.  16  issue  of  Michigan  Christian 
Advocate,  the  Rev.  Keith  I.  Pohl  notes 
that  he  differs  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church’s  stands  on  such  issues  as 
abortion,  birth  control,  gambling,  and 
alcoholic  beverages. 

But,  he  adds,  “I  have  recently  gained 
new  respect  and  deep  appreciation  for 
the  courageous  witness  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  has  been  making  on 
behalf  of  the  Christian  struggle  for  social 
justice  and  human  rights." 

Mr.  Pohl  acknowledges  that  “even  as  I 
say  this  I  am  sadly  aware  that  some  of 
my  reader  friends  will  be  deeply 
offended.  For  all  too  many  United 
Methodists  have  closed  their  minds, 
being  convinced  that  nothing  good  could 
come  out  of  the  Vatican.  However,  in  my 
opinion,  Roman  Catholicism  offers  the 
best  hope  for  the  poor  masses  of  the 
Third  World.” 

According  to  the  editor,  “in  the  last  10 
to  15  years  a  transformation  has  spread 
across,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Where  it  once  was  frequently  a  lackey 
institution  for  the  rich  and  an  opiate  for 
the  poor,  it  has  become  the  leading 
champion  for  the  oppressed  and 
powerless  millions  in  poverty.  ” 

Among  several  examples,  Mr.  Pohl 
notes  that  “presently  Rhodesian  Bishop 
Donal  R.  Lamont  faces  the  possibility  of 
a  sentence  to  death  for  resisting  the 
oppressive  racism  of  the  Ian  Smith 
regime  .  .  .  There  is  not  only  courageous 
witness  of  Bishop  Lamont  but  Cardinal 
McCann  of  Capetown,  Archbishop  Helder 
Camara  of  Brazil.  Father  Camilio  Torres 
of  Colombia,  the  bishops  of  Guatemala, 
and  almost  every  other  Latin  American 
country." 

In  addition,  the  United  Methodist 
editor  asserts  that  “the  only  meaningful 
theology  being  written  today  is  largely 
from  the  pens  of  Roman  Catholic 
theologians  of  liberation." 

Mr  Pohl  comments  that  “as 
Protestant  Christianity  will  look  more 
and  more  to  the  African  leadership  for 
new  vitality  in  the  faith,  so  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  will  find  its  dynamic 
leadership  in  Latin  America  as  well  as 
Africa.” 


Paterson  noted  that  many  churches  have 
been  interested  in  the  conference  from 
the  beginning.  The  stakes  are  high. 

During  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  last  spring,  delegates 
approved  a  statement  urging  church 
members  to  inform  themselves  on  the 
issues  and  to  support  a  just  and  equitable 
settlement. 

Getting  informed  is  not  all  that  easy 
because  the  issues  are  complex  and  the 
treaty  will  cover  hundreds  of  items  — 
pollution,  freedom  for  scientific 
research,  passage  through  straits, 
movement  of  submarines  and  nuclear 
ships,  waters  around  islands,  right  of 
overflight,  etc. 

Two  years  ago  the  Women’s  Division 
recognized  the  importance  of  the  issue 
and  set  up  a  special  Law  of  the  Sea 
project  with  Barbara  Weaver  as  the 
director.  Following  developments  and 
keeping  churchmemhers  informed  is  the 
basic  purpose  of  the  project  which  is  now 
supported  by  other  divisions  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  Cooperatively  with 
the  Quaker  backed  Ocean  Education 
Project,  the  two  have  combined  forces  to 
conduct  seminars  and  publish  a 
newspaper  called  “Neptune.” 

Whatever  the  outcome,  Mr.  Paterson 
said  there  definitely  are  steps 
churchmembers  can  take  to  influence 
U.S.  action.  For  example,  passage  of 
unilateral  seabed  mining  legislation  by 
the  Congress  could  literally  destroy 
hopes  for  a  treaty.  Further,  if  and  when  a 
treaty  comes  to  the  Congress  for 
ratification,  informed  churchmembers 
can  urge  early  hearings  and  action.  He 
poted  that  upwards  of  50  treaties  are  now 
stalled  waiting  Congressional  action. 


world. 


Beginning  right  where  you 
are,  John  H.  Westerhoff  offers  a 
step-by-step  process  that  will 
deepen  commitment  and 
help  create  a  climate  for 
growth  and  change. 

\bu  will  be  moved  by  this  cal 
to  hope  . . .  and  to  a  changed 
lifestyle:  You  will  discover  ways 
to  help  the  people  in  your 
Church  become  God's  per¬ 
sons  in  today's  world. 

John  H.  Westerhoff  is  as¬ 
sociate  professor  of  religion 
and  education  at  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  Divinity  School  in 
Durham,  North  Carolina.  He 
was  the  creator  and  original 
editor  of  Colloquy  maga¬ 
zine.  He  has  taught  at  Har¬ 
vard,  Princeton,  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Toronto, 
Andover  Newton,  and  Ford- 
ham. 
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These  two  photographs  have  come  to  our  office  recently,  and 
true  to  our  promise,  we  are  running  all  of  the  campers  whose 
pictures  are  sent  in.  We  wish  to  point  out  the  Hammond 
District  camp  photograph  "’os  in  the  most  beautiful  color  we 


had  ever  seen:  but  we  must  run  it  in  biach  and  white. 

We  are  pleased  to  publish  these  two  groups  of  campers  in  the 
LUM:  Hammond  District  Elementary  V  and  VI,  held  in  early 
August,  at  which  there  was  an  attendance  of  76  campers  and  II 


counselors.  The  director  of  the  successful  venture  was  the 
Rev.  John  M.  Lee.  First  Church.  Amite.  The  "Senior  High 
Christian  Community  Experience"  (as  it  was  designated)  was 


held  at  Cane y  Conference  Centre.  No  caption  was  attached, 
but  it  is  readily  visible  that  there  was  an  exceptionally  large 
group. 


two  more  -  and  we  promised 
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dance  at  conference  UMW  meet  exceeds  500 


More  than  500  United  Methodist 
Women  gathered  at  Henning  Memorial 
Church,  Sulphur,  September  17-18  to 
share  research  and  action  plans  on  issues 
and  concerns  of  the  day.  President  Amy 
(Mrs.  Truman)  Ward  was  enthusiastic 
about  the  entire  program  and  its  impact 
upon  the  participants,  and  noted,  in  a 
conversation  with  this  newspaper,  that  it 
was,  indeed,  a  “thrilling”  meeting. 


The  business  session  included  election 
of  the  following  officers:  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  Perry;  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Richard  Hoffpauir;  Christian  Person- 
hood,  Mrs.  Walter  Brock;  Christian 
Social  Involvement,  Mrs.  Louis  Bennett; 
Supportive  Community,  Mrs.  E.  Mae 
Calvin;  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Nominations,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor; 
Committee  members,  Mrs.  Sadie 


District  annual  meetings  of  UMW  announced 

Conference  UMW  President  Amy  (Mrs.  Truman)  Ward  has  announced  the 
following  schedule  of  annual  meetings  in  each  District  of  the  Conference: 
October  3  -  Ruston  District  at  Hodge 
October  9  -  Lafayette  District  at  St.  James,  New  Iberia 
October  9  -  Lake  Charles  District  at  Eunice 
October  10  -  New  Orleans  District  at  Rayne  Memorial 
October  10  -  Shreveport  District  at  St.  Paul’s,  Shreveport 
October  16  -  Baton  Rouge  District  at  University,  Baton  Rouge 
October  16  -  Monroe  District  at  Columbia 
October  17  -  Hammond  District  at  Pontchatoula 
October  17  -  Alexandria  District  at  First,  Alexandria 

(Note:  All  District  Presidents  are  invited  to  send  a  picture  and  write-up  of 
their  respective  meetings  to  this  newspaper.) 


No.  District  Board  of  Laity 


Williams,  Mrs,  Vera  Williams,  Mrs, 
Clarence  Bell.  All  other  officers 
continue. 

“Decision  ’76.“  a  membership 
campaign  for  the  coming  year  was 
presented  by  Mrs.  Edward  Carruth.  The 
Celebration  of  Giving  included  a  slide 
presentation  of  mission  projects  around 
the  world.  District  treasurers  dressed  in 
the  costumes  of  the  mission  areas,  and 
presented  their  disnict  pledge  to 
missions  to  the  Conference  UMW  pledge 
of  $150,000.00  for  1977. 

Mrs.  Yvonne  Ferris,  of  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  was  Keynote  Speaker,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  her  address  she 
received  a  standing  ovation.  Appearing 
twice  before  the  conference,  she  shared 
experiences  of  her  recent  visit  to  India ; 
also,  she  related  the  theme  “UMW  in 
Action”  to  the  verse  “Whatever  you  are 
doing,  whether  you  speak  or  act,  do 
everything  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
giving  thanks  to  God  the  Father  through 
Him 

A  highlight  of  the  assembly  was  the 
introduction  and  participation  of  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Mrs.  Shamblin. 

The  meeting  concluded  on  a  high 
inspirational  note  with  a  creative 
installation  service  led  by  the  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton  Winn  and  a  communion 
service  led  by  the  Rev.  Warren 
Blakeman,  host  pastor,  and  the 
Reverend  Mrs.  Winn. 


World  Communion 

supports 

three  ministries 

This  Sunday,  October  3  is  World 
Communion  Sunday,  which  symbolizes 
the  world  fellowship  of  Christians. 
Around  the  globe,  Christians  will  join  in 
this  celebration 

As  a  part  of  this  special  day  world¬ 
wide,  United  Methodists  will  share  in  an 
offering  designed  to  provide  the  major 
share  of  funds  for  three  specialized 
ministries.  One  half  of  the  money 
received  supports  Crusade  Scholarships ; 
one-fourth  goes  to  the  Minority 
Scholarship  program  ,  and  the  other  one- 
fourth  will  be  allocated  to  our  church’s 
military  and  civilian  chaplains. 


Correction,  please 

It  has  been  called  to  our  attention 
a  correction  in  the  listing  of  the 
Heritage  Sunday  giving  from  the 
Hayes  Church,  on  the  Iowa  Circuit. 
The  report  should  have  read:  Hayes, 
$69.00.  Bell  City  $12.00.  The  Pastor 
John  Sayes  is  thanked  for  furnishing 
this  accurate  amount. 


Dillard  awarded 


announces  lay  theology  school  Lawson  Lee  extends  fe<Jeral  grants 

“A  School  of  Lay  \JT  NMHLfl  Spirit.”  .  .  r) 


“A  School  of  Lay 
Theology”  has  been 
announced  by  the 
Board  of  Laity  of 
the  New  Orleans 
District,  and  it  will 
be  held  October  3-5 
at  Munholland 
Church.  Metairie. 

Dr.  Webb  D.  Pom¬ 
eroy  will  lead  the  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy 
School  in  exploring  the  subject  of  “The 
Biblical  Understanding  of  the  Holy 

At  Centenary  College 


Doctor  Pomeroy,  who  is  the  well- 
known  Professor  and  Head  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Religion  at  Centenary 
College,  is  widely  acclaimed  for  his 
leadership  in  events  such  as  this  one 
planned  for  New  Orleans.  Each  evening 
the  sessions  will  be  conducted  from  7:30 
until  9:30.  Registration  is  $5.00,  and  the 
Board  of  Laity,  1201  Metairie  Road, 
Metairie,  should  be  contacted. 


School  of  Church  Careers 
reaches  190  enrollment 


The  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers  opened  the  1976-77  year  with  75 
new  students,  bringing  the  total 
enrollment  to  190.  This  is  the  third  year  of 
the  C.S.C.C.  program,  and  it  is  growing 
more  popular  and  effective  each  year. 

The  new  students  spent  three  days  at 

Dr.  Matthew  Simpson 
Davage  dies 

Dr.  Matthew  Simpson  Davage,  well- 
known  Methodist  Church  leader  and 
retired  educator,  died  in  New  Orleans  on 
September  20.  Doctor  Davage 
distinguished  himself  as  President  of 
three  colleges.  Sam  Houston  and  Huston- 
Tillotson  in  Texas;  Rust  in  Mississippi; 
and  Clark  in  Atlanta.  He  has  served  also 
as  a  trustee  of  several  colleges,  including 
Bethune-Cookman,  Rust,  Clark  and 
Meharry  Medical  College. 

He  has  held  many  Conference, 
Jurisdictional  and  National  posts  in 
Methodism,  and  has  been  a  member  of  11 
General  Conferences,  the  1939  Uniting 
Conference,  and  the  Ecumenical 
Conferences  of  1931,  1947  and  1951.  Since 
retirement  he  and  Mrs.  Davage  have 
lived  on  the  Dillard  Campus. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  from 
the  Dillard  Chapel  on  September  23,  with 
Bishop  James  Thomas,  of  the  Ohio  East 
Area  delivering  the  eulogy. 


Caney  Lake  in  late  August,  getting 
acquainted  with  the  program,  with  the 
staff  and  each  other.  The  retreat 
included  psychological  testing  and 
counseling,  recreation,  worship  and 
singing. 

During  the  past  summer  21  C.S.C.C. 
students  served  as  youth  directors  in 
various  churches  in  Louisiana,  Texas 
and  Arkansas.  The  demand  for  these 
services  is  becoming  greater  each  year. 

Several  innovations  have  been  made  in 
the  program  at  Centenary,  including  a 
special  journal  containing  questions  and 
assignments  in  the  areas  of  personal 
evaluation  and  growth,  theological 
reflection,  vocation,  church  experiences 
and  group  relationships.  This  journal 
relates  to  each  college  year  showing 
progress  or  growth  and  learning. 

More  than  30  churches  have  inquired 
about  graduates  who  might  work  as 
youth  ministers,  educational  assistants, 
and  program  directors.  Twenty  students 
are  scheduled  to  graduate  in  May  1977; 
and  in  May  1978  there  will  be 
approximately  35  graduates.  About  half 
of  the  graduates  are  taking  church  jobs 
immediately  on  graduation,  and  most  of 
the  others  plan  to  enroll  in  seminaries. 

Churches  and  individuals  are  invited  to 
inquire  about  this  program  at  Centenary 
College.  Write  to  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane, 
Director  of  Church  Relations,  C.S.C.C., 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  71104. 


Spanish  ministry 

Not  content  with  preaching  only  to  the 
Spanish-speaking  congregation  which 
meets  in  more-than-a-century-old 
Felicity  Church  in  New  Orleans,  the  Rev. 
Lawson  Lee  has  a  Spanish-language 
radio  program  three  times  weekly. 

Since  July  1,  1976  Mr.  Lee  has 
conducted  this  program  on  Radio  KGLA, 
New  Orleans,  on  Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Friday  mornings  at  10  A.M.  Mrs.  Lee 
serves  as  announcer  for  the  program. 

Radio  KGLA  is  the  only  full  time 
Spanish-language  radio  station  in  the 
Crescent  City,  and  a  large  segment  of  the 
Latin  population  listens  to  it  regularly. 
There  is  a  large  Spanish-speaking 
community  within  the  city  and  its 
surrounding  areas. 

Munholland  Church,  Metairie 
sponsored  the  program  during  the  month 
of  August. 

Mr.  Lee  notes  that  he  has  had  many 
telephone  calls  from  persons  who  listen 
to  the  program,  and  some  have  attended 
Felicity  church  services  as  a  result  of  the 
program. 


Dillard  University  has  been  awarded 
two  federal  grants  totaling  $160,410.00  by 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Welfare,  Office  of  Education. 
The  announcement  was  made  by  Dr. 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  President  of 
Dillard. 

Cook  said,  “A  grant  of  $105,950.00  is  for 
Special  Services  for  Disadvantaged 
Students.  This  is  the  first  time  Dillard 
has  been  a  recipient.  The  other  is  a 
$54,460.00  grant  to  conduct  the  Upward 
Bound  Program.” 

The  Special  Services  program  is 
designed  to  provide  remedial  and  other 
special  services  for  youths  from  low- 
income  families 
University  and  who  have  academic 
potential.  The  Upward  Bound  Pre- 
College  Program  is  designed  to  help  high 
school  students  from  low-income 
families  develop  the  skills  needed  for 
success  in  college.  When  this  latter 
program  was  instituted  at  Dillard  in  1965, 
it  was  the  first  in  the  New  Orleans  area, 
and  was  used  as  a  pilot  project  for  the 
nation. 


Deaconess  speaks  in  two  churches 


Miss  Ary  Shough,  shown  here,  recently 
was  guest  speaker  in  both  the  Indian 
Bayou  and  the  Kaplan  Churches, 
according  to  Jim  Constable.  Pastor.  Miss 
Shough  is  a  Deaconess  and  LPN  working 
in  the  Brooks-Howell  Home  for  retired 
nurses  and  missionaries,  Asheville.  N.  C. 


\en  Audio- I  isuuls 


From  conference  offices  library 


A  new  motion  picture  has  been  added 
to  the  Conference  Audio-Visual  Library 
list,  according  to  Ms.  Bobbie 
Washington,  who  is  in  charge  of  this 
service.  The  film  is  “Run  to  Live,”  and  is 
a  29-minute,  sound  and  color  production. 
It  is  a  salute  to  Dr.  Dorothy  L.  Brown  and 
to  the  12  Black  colleges  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  two  of  which  helped  to 
give  her  a  “chance  in  life.” 


According  to  the  review  from  the  COM 
office,  the  ”...  life  of  Dr.  Brown  has 
been  fraught  with  miracles,  excitement, 
mystery,  intrigue,  burdens  and 
disappointments.”  It  was  a  struggle  for 
her  to  become  a  doctor,  then  a  surgeon. 

This  film  will  be  available  for  free 
rental  this  fall  through  the  Black  College 
Fund  Office,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tn. 
37202. 


Bishop's  Message 


In  the  very  first  verse  of  the  book  of  Acts  we  find  the  author  saying  “I  have 
dealt  with  all  that  Jesus  began  to  do  and  teach."  This  statement  suggests  to  us 
that  the  work  and  ministry  of  Jesus  had  not  come  to  an  end  but  rather  it  was  to 
go  on.  We  believe  it  was  to  go  on  through  us. 

The  Methodists  of  Louisiana  do  not  want  the  work  of  Christ  to  cease  at  the  end 
of  their  lifetime  They  want  the  forty  great  institutions  and  the  Conference 
agencies  that  they  have  helped  to  establish  and  strengthen  to  be  even  stronger 
and  more  effective  in  the  generations  yet  to  come.  With  great  vision  they  have 
established  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  to  help  accomplish  this  purpose 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  officially  began  operation  on 
June  1st,  1976  with  offices  located  in  the  Mid  South  Towers  Building  in 
Shreveport,  although  the  Foundation  had  been  organized  the  previous  year  All 
the  monev  given  to  this  Foundation  will  be  used  for  our  ministry  through  our 
institutions  as  the  expense  of  the  office  will  be  borne  by  the  Annual  Conference 

Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  a  distinguished  minister  of  our  church  has  been  named  the 
Executive  Director  and  the  Conference  has  elected  thirty-six  outstanding 
business  and  professional  persons  representing  all  sections  of  the  State,  to 
serve  as  Trustees. 

It  is  my  hope  that  all  Methodists  and  friends  of  our  church  will  lend  their 
support  to  this  significant  endeavor.  That  we  all  prayerfully  and  carefully 
examine  our  own  estates  with  this  Foundation  in  mind.  That  we  open  our 
churches  to  Dr  Clark  for  presentation  of  this  important  work  That  we  all 
encourage  persons  with  whom  we  are  associated  to  remember  the  Foundation 
in  their  wills  and  special  gifts. 

Then  it  can  be  said  of  us,  we  the  Methodist  people  in  Louisiana  through  this 
Foundation  continued  to  go  forward  with  all  Jesus  “began  to  do  and  teach." 

Sincerely. 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


Shamblins  honored 
in  Baton  Rouge  District 


Bishop  and  Mrs  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
were  formally  introduced  to  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  on  September  19,  at  First 
Church,  in  the  first  of  nine  scheduled 
District  meetings  planned  to  honor  our 
new  spiritual  leader  and  his  devoted 
companion.  A  throng  of  interested 
well-wishers  were  on  hand  to  greet  the 
Shamblins  and  to  hear  him  speak. 

Bishop  Shamblin  assured  the 
responsive  group  that  “  the  spirit  of 
John  Wesley  would  be  honored  in  the 
Louisiana  Area  and  that  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  could  assure 
victory  for  the  Church  .  .  .”  He  stressed 
belief  in  human  personality,  the 
redeeming  power  of  love,  assuming 
responsibility,  and  supreme  loyalty  to 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  service  was  led  by  District 
Superintendent  Robert  B  Crichlow,  Sr 
of  Baton  Rouge.  Also  taking  part  were 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  host  pastor;  Dr. 
L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  Pastor  of  Wesley 
Church.  Baton  Rouge;  the  Rev.  Penn 
Morgan.  Associate  Pastor  of  First 
Church;  and  Dr.  Earl  Redding,  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  State 
University  music  faculty,  who  led  the 
special  music. 

Following  the  sanctuary  service,  a 


District-wide  reception  was  held  in  the 
Shamblins’  honor.  Other  District  events 
honoring  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Shamblin  will 
be  held  for:  Hammond.  October  3  at 
Slidell,  Alexandria,  October  6  at  First 
Church;  Lafayette.  October  10  at 
Asbury.  New  Orleans,  October  24  at 
Dillard,  Monroe.  October  29.  Lake 
Charles,  October  31  at  First  Church; 
Shreveport,  November  7.  Ruston 
honored  the  Shamblins  on  September  26. 
The  District  Superintendents  invite 
United  Methodists  and  friends  to  share  in 
these  significant  events 


W.  O.  Lynch,  Sr. 
dies  in  Shreveport 

The  Rev.  W.  O  Lynch,  Sr.,  of 
Shreveport,  died  in  that  city  on 
September  15.  Mr.  Lynch  was  one  of  our 
beloved  retired  ministers  of  the 
Conference. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow.  Mrs. 
Lynch  of  Shreveport,  and  his  son.  W.O 
Lynch,  Jr.  is  Pastor  of  First  Church, 
Lafayette. 

This  newspaper  extends  sympathy  to 
the  family  and  friends. 
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Our  ancient  creeds  should  be  utilized  h 


Richard  Johnson 


How  big  is  our  God? 

This  is  the  pivotal  question  in 
considering  the  implications  for 
Christians  if  life  should  be  discovered  on 
Mars  or  somewhere  else  in  the  universe 
(see  "Would  discovery  of  life  on  another 
planet  affect  our  religious  beliefs?’’, 
TM/UMR,  Sept.  24). 

We  cannot  help  but  hope  that  the 
Viking  II  mission  to  Mars  uncovers  some 
evidence  of  life  or  its  potential.  We  even 
wish  that  a  Star  Trek-like  spaceship  of 
friendly  aliens  would  pay  a  visit  to  the 
planet  Earth.  Such  an  occurrence  would 
confirm  what  already  seems  probable. 
When  we  consider  the  vastness  and  the 
majesty  of  God’s  creation,  it  is  difficult 
to  conclude  that  all  living  things  are 
concentrated  on  a  single  planet  in  a 
single  solar  system . 

The  discovery  of  life  beyond  earth 
would  doubtless  force  us  to  enlarge  our 
thinking  in  much  the  same  way  as  the 
Copemican  discovery  that  Earth  is  not 
the  center  of  the  universe.  But  such  a 
discovery  would  pose  no  threat  to  the 
Christian  faith. 

In  many  primitive  religions,  each  tribe 
had  its  own  god.  Later  there  developed  a 
system  of  patron  gods  related  to 


The  Episcopal  Church’s  decision  to 
reverse  its  previous  policy  and  allow  full 
ordination  rights  for  women  is  an 
important  step  forward  for  the  whole 
church  (see  TM/UMR,  Sept.  24).  It 
provides  yet  another  sign  of  the  day  to 
come  when  men  and  women  will  enjoy 
equal  rights  and  privileges  in  all  parts  of 
Christ’s  church. 

Elation  regarding  this  decision  must 
be  tempered,  however,  by  the 
recognition  of  how  slowly  and  painfully  it 
was  made,  and  how  much  remains  to  be 
done.  Serious  division  has  existed  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  over  the  question  of 
women’s  ordination  for  the  past  two 
years.  The  church’s  new  stance  will  not 
immediately  heal  these  divisions;  it  will 
only  shift  the  sense  of  alienation  from 
those  who  favored  ordination  to  those 
who  opposed  it. 

Opponents  of  women’s  ordination  also 
point  to  detrimental  effects  the  new 
ruling  will  have  on  Christian  unity 
discussions  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Pope  Paul  has  warned  that  a 
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particular  city-states.  We  still  see 
evidences  of  an  even  later  development: 
a  god  attached  to  the  interests  of  a 
particular  nation  or  culture. 

In  contrast,  the  Christian  view  of  God 
is  not  limifed  to  a  particular  tribe,  city  or 
nation  —  or  even  to  a  particular  planet. 
The  God  we  know  and  worship  is  God  of 
all  creation,  here  and  anywhere  else  that 
life  may  exist. 

The  Christian  faith  makes  no  claim  to 
be  all-knowing  about  the  mysteries  of  the 
universe.  It  does  claim  to  be  an  authentic 
revelation  from  the  One  who  holds  all 
those  mysteries  in  His  hand.  The 
essential  truths  of  God’s  self-revelation 
through  Jesus  Christ  will  remain  true  no 
matter  what  we  discover  about  life 
elsewhere.  In  Christ  we  discover  basic 
truths  about  the  relationship  between 
God,  man  and  creation  which  are 
universally  and  eternally  valid. 

If  we  feel  our  faith  threatened  by  the 
prospect  of  life  being  discovered  beyond 
our  planet,  then  we  need  to  recognize 
that  our  conception  of  God  is  smaller, 
and  shallower  than  the  size  of  the 
Creator-God  who  is  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ. 


similar  decision  by  the  Anglican  Church 
(of  which  the  Episcopal  Church  is  a 
descendent)  would  represent  a  serious 
setback  to  improving  relations  between 
these  two  major  strands  of  Christianity. 
Such  arguments  cannot  be  dismissed 
lightly. 

While  we  respect  those  churches  which 
oppose  the  ordination  of  women,  and 
recognize  the  problems  which  are  posed 
by  changing  long  standing  traditions,  we 
believe  these  traditions  clearly  run 
counter  to  the  New  Testament  vision: 
"There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is 
neither  slave  nor  free,  there  is  neither 
male  nor  female;  for  you  are  all  one  in 
Christ  Jesus.”  The  validity  of  a  person’s 
ministry  is  determined  not  by  gender, 
but  by  the  quality  of  a  person’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  be  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  can  be  grateful  for  small  victories. 
But  we  consider  it  tragic  that  so  much  of 
the  church’s  energy  —  now  and  in  the 
future  —  must  be  spent  debating  an  issue 
so  elemental  as  this.  Such  time  and 
energy  could  better  be  spent  ministering 
together  to  a  needy  world  than  in  arguing 
over  who  officially  may  minister. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  RICHARD  O.  JOHNSON 
Russell  Oakes’  appeal  for  the  inclusion 
of  confession  in  Christian  worship 
(TM/UMR,  June  11)  has  emboldened  me 
to  raise  a  similar  issue. 

Contemporary  Protestants  have 
apparently  lost  sight  of  the  purpose  of 
creeds  in  Christian  worship.  The  result 
has  been  a  liturgical  market  place 
glutted  with  person  credos,  "modern 
affirmations,”  and  denominational 
statements  of  faith.  These  contemporary 
formulations  have  become  the  common 
currency  in  many  churches. 

Whatever  happened  to  the  Apostles’ 
Creed?  Or  to  its  fuller  and  more 
ecumenical  cousin,  the  Nicene  Creed? 
Gone,  it  seems,  the  way  of  all  flesh  — 
cast  on  the  ecclesiastical  rubbish  heap 


along  with  liturgical  Latin,  mid-week 
services,  and  Methodist  love  feasts. 
What  we  need,  we  think,  are  creeds  that 
address  pollution  and  sexism,  not 
Arianism  and  gnosticism. 

What  we  have  lost  is  the  understanding 
of  creeds  as  the  witness  of  the  church 
that  transcends  our  modern 
parochialism.  The  function  of  a  creed  in 
worship  is  to  identify  the  congregation 
with  the  one  holy  catholic  and  apostolic 
church,  whose  existence  is  at  once  in  this 
moment  and  in  eternity.  A  congregation 
reciting  the  Apostles’  Creed  declares  its 
communion  with  those  early  saints  who 
spoke  those  same  words  at  the.  price  of 
certain  death.  This  is  a  communion  we 
ought  not  lightly  discard  in  pursuit  of 
some  fleeting  “relevance.” 


Contemporary  relevance  is,  of  course, 
a  positive  virtue.  Our  worship  must  be  in 
close  contact  with  the  present  moment  at 
many  points.  Sermons,  prayers,  hymns 
—  all  can  be  approximately  focused  on 
the  issues  facing  Christians  this  week. 
But  not  creeds.  Their  function  is  to 
provide  continuity  with  our  tradition,  not 
to  propel  us  headlong  onto  the  wrecks  of 
time.  Let  the  sermon  declare  our 
solidarity  with  the  oppressed;  but  let  the 
creed  declare  our  solidarity  With  the 
apostles,  prophets,  and  martyrs  in  every 
generation. 

At  the  closing  worship  service  of  my 
Annual  Conference,  the  liturgist 
solemnly  intoned,  “Where  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is,  there  is  the  one  true  church, 
apostolic  and  universal,  whose  holy  faith 


let  us  now  reverently  declare.”  This  was 
followed  by  a  suitably  reverent  ecitation 
of  the  UMC’s  "Social  Creed.”  Now  this  is 
an  eloquent  and  powerful  statement,  but 
it  does  not  come  much  closer  to  the  “holy 
faith”  of  the  Christian  church  than  the 
Democratic  Platform.  Human  sexuality, 
disarmament,  and  collective  bargaining 
are  vital  matters,  but  they  have  only  a 
peripheral  relationship  to  the  “one  true 
church,  apostolic  and  universal.”  They 
are  peculiarly  contemporary  issues,  and 
concern  for  them  is  relevant  as  a  fruit  of 
faith,  but  not  as  its  content. 

More  consciously  doctrinal  statements 
are  no  less  inappropriate.  At  their  best 
they  express  the  consensus  of  a  par- 
ticular  group  of  Christians  in  one 
moment  of  history.  They  may  be 
provocative  or  boring,  beautiful  or 
ponderous,  orthodox  or  heretical  —  but 
they  certainly  are  not  universal!  Their 
use  in  worship  often  catches  the 
worshipper  by  surprise,  asking  him  or 
her  publicly  to  declare  assent  to 
assertions  which  may  or  may  not  be 
accurate  or  relevant  to  the  worshipper’s 
own  convictions.  They  are  simply  not  the 
faith  of  the  church. 

A  commitment  to  traditional  creeds  is 
not  an  insistence  on  Elizabethan  English. 
Both  the  Apostles’  and  the  Nicene 
Creeds  are  available  in  contemporary 
translations  which  brush  off  a  good  bit  of 
the  dust  so  feared  by  many.  The 
vocabulary  can  be  contemporary.  But  in 
times  as  turbulent  as  our  own,  we 
desperately  need  to  be  reminded  that  we 
stand,  not  alone  against  the  world,  but  in 
"an  endless  line  of  splendor.”  When  we 
are  baptized,  we  join  the  church,  we  do 
not  buy  it  or  found  it.  And  the  church  that 
we  join  is  far  better  served  by  our 
conscious  identification  with  the  faith 
expressed  by  previous  generations  than 
by  our  shortsighted  insistence  on  the 
eternal  relevance  of  our  own  transitory 
concerns. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Richard  O.  Johnson,  is  pastor  of  the 
Pinole  UMC  in  Pinole,  California 
(Calif ornia-Nevada  Conference). 


Where  I  experienced  ‘the  church’ 

...in  worship 
reflections 


By  PATRICIA  M.  KELSO 

“There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  self- 
made  man,”  says  the  minister.  “We 
all  got  here  over  the  backs  of  fallen 
comrades.” 

Past  me,  in  mind’s  eye,  march  the 
family  that  nurtured  me,  and 
churchmen  who  blazed  trails 
through  the  centuries . 

“When  we  hold  that  little  square  of 
bread  in  our  hand,”  the  minister 
adds,  “it  is  Holy  Communion  with 
those  who  have  gone  before.” 

"The  communion  of  saints?”,  I 
ponder. 

As  the  congregation  goes  forward, 
I  remember  ways  in  which  lives  are 
even  now  being  laid  down  on  behalf 
of  others:  the  father  who  "hangs  in 
there”  on  a  very  difficult  job 
situation  in  order  that  the  college 
bills  and  the  mortgage  may  be  paid; 
the  student  nurse  whose  tired  feet 
and  weird  hours  prepare  her  for  a 
career  of  service;  the  school 
teachers  returning  to  classroom 
disciplines;  the  wheelchair 
septuagenarian  who  makes  talking 
books  for  the  blind ;  the  couple  whose 


follow-through  as  godparents  takes 
them  frequently  into  the  poorer 
section  of  a  nearby  city  ;  nurses  who 
care  not  only  for  the  bodies,  but  also 
for  the  spirits  of  their  patients;  the 
holder  of  public  office  who  struggles 
to  make  wise  and  just  decisions  on 
behalf  of  the  community.  Women 
who  combine  a  homemaker’s  career 
with  volunteer  work  in  hospital, 
church  and  community. 

“Lead  On,  0  King  Eternal.”  We 
turn  to  greet  one  another.  Then, 
forth  we  go.  The  church  in 
microcosm  returns  to  being  the 
church  in  macrocosm. 

Ms.  Kelso  is  a  member  of  the 
Yardley  UMC  in  Yardley,  Penn. 

...in  a 
handshake 

By  CATHY  PEIRCE 

Two  hands  are  clasped  together. 
One  is  black,  the  other  is  white. 

Such  a  picture  hangs  at  the  altar  in 
the  Wesley  Foundation  in 
Tallahassee,  Florida,  a  symbol  of 
the  brotherhood  felt  by  the  Wesley 
community.  This  feeling  of 
brotherhood  crosses  all  boundaries, 
disregarding  age,  sex  and  race. 

The  picture  and  its  meaning  came 


alive  for  me  one  Sunday  morning 
during  communion.  Each 
communion  service  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  is  different.  Sometimes 
it  is  administered  to  us  by  our 
minister  at  the  communion  rail, 
sometimes  we  receive  it  at  our  seats 
and  sometimes  we  give  it  to  each 
other. 

This  particular  Sunday  we  were  to 
give  it  to  each  other,  standing  at 
tables  set  up  around  the  altar.  We 
were  to  say  to  each  other,  “You  are 
my  brother  (or  sister),  Jesus  said. 
‘Take  and  eat.’  You  are  my  brother, 
Jesus  said,  ‘Take  and  drink.’  ”  We 
would  then  clasp  hands  and  say, 
“You  are  nothing  less  than  a  child  of 
God.  Go  in  peace.” 

I  reached  for  my  brother’s  hand 
across  the  table,  and  felt  in  his  firm, 
steady  grip  the  love  of  God  in  this 
sharing  of  communion.  The  words 
we  spoke  were  not  an  empty  ritual, 
but  alive  with  meaning.  Our  hands 
crossed  the  boundary  established  by 
the  table  between  us  and  the 
boundary,  less  visible  but  no  less 
real,  sometimes  still  established  by 
society. 

Two  hands  were  clasped  together, 
one  black,  one  white. 

Ms.  Peirce  is  related  to  the  Wesley 
Foundation  in  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


A  small,  but  significant  step 


With  this  issue,  three  congregations 
begin  weekly  local  church  editions  of 
TM/UMR  whereby  their  news  is  pub¬ 
lished  in  combination  with  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

The  new  editions  and  their  circulations 
are:  First  UMC  of  Jefferson  City,  Mis¬ 
souri  (Missouri  East  Conference),  1000; 
Trinity  UMC,  Columbus,  Ohio,  1150;  and 
Walnut  Hill  UMC,  Dallas,  Texas  (North 
Texas  Conference),  900. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  subscrib¬ 
ing  congregations,  we  say  "Welcome.” 
We  hope  you  will  find  your  TM/UMR 
edition  informative  and  that  you  will  feel 
free  to  join  with  other  readers  in 
contributing  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM/UMR.” 


We  should  quit  trying  to  ‘pass  the  buck’  to  the  world 


To  the  Editor: 

Amen  to  your  editorial,  "Blue  laws  are 
wrong  way  to  a  day  of  rest”  (TM/UMR, 
Sept.  17).  It  never  ceases  to  amaze  me 
how  some  church  groups  keep  trying  to 
play  God.  How  in  God’s  name  do  they 
have  the  audacity  to  attempt  to  remove 
all  temptations  from  the  world,  therefore 
supposedly  creating  sinless  Christians. 
Jesus  was  purposely  tempted  by  Satan  in 
the  wilderness  for  forty  days  to  prove  His 
faith  and  strength  to  overcome  self-will 
in  favor  of  God’s  will. 

Have  we  forgotten  that  Jesus  told  the 
self-righteous  Pharisees  that  the  Sabbath 
was  made  for  man,  not  man  for  the 
Sabbath.  And  it  is  man’s  decision  if  he  is 


My  Witness 

A  message  for  all  ages:  you 
can't  get  God  in  your  debt 


By  J.  T.  PARSONS 

I  am  now  93  years  old,  enjoying  good 
health  for  my  age,  keeping  busy  doing 
things  that  need  to  be  done,  growing  a 
garden,  tending  the  bees,  listening  to  the 
birds  sing,  and  helping  as  many  people 
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J.  T.  Parsons 
as  I  can.  You  know,  we  are  living  in  a  day 
when  the  emphasis  is  on  youth.  “It  is  so 
wonderful  to  be  young,  and  so  terrible  to 
be  old.”  The  truth  is  if  we  have  made  the 
proper  use  of  life,  it  is  just  the  other  way 
around. 

If  we  have  so  lived  as  to  have  fulfilled 
the  real  purpose  for  which  we  are  here, 
the  battle  has  been  fought,  the  victory 
won,  and  the  crowning  day  is  just  ahead. 

Too  many  of  our  older  people  are 
prematurely  laid  on  the  shelf  to  wither 
and  die.  Pushed  out  of  their  places  of 
employment,  they  don’t  know  how  to 
adjust  to  the  change  and  are  unhappy. 
Most  of  them  finally  find  themselves  in 
nursing  homes. 

The  great  number  of  nursing  homes 
throughout  the  country,  all  of  them 
crowded  to  the  limit,  is  a  national 
disgrace.  Of  course,  there  are 
exceptions,  but  most  of  these  people 
would  be  much  happier  at  home,  cared 
for  by  their  own  families  and  friends. 
Young  people  don’t  realize  that  they  too 
will  be  old  much  sooner  than  they  think. 

What  is  the  answer  to  all  this? 

My  reply  is  that  which  Jesus  Christ 
himself  gave  in  Luke  12:31,  “Seek  first 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you.”  During  my 
active  ministry,  there  was  one  thing  I 
tried  to  emphasize:  "If  you  have  Christ, 
you  have  all.”  He  is  the  answer  to  all 
problems. 

I  challenge  any  person  and  all  persons 
to  try  to  get  God  almighty  in  their  debt. 
To  give  out  to  Him  in  obedience  and 
loving  service  more  than  God  will  give 
back  to  him  is  impossible.  You  can’t  get 
God  in  your  debt. 

The  only  way  you  can  do  things  for  God 
is  to  do  them  for  one  another.  “In  as 
much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  these 
the  least  of  mine,  ye  did  it  unto  me.” 

The  Golden  Rule  is  far  more  than  an 
ethical  code  of  conduct.  It  is  the  eternal 
law  of  God  to  meet  every  need  we  shall 
ever  had  on  this  earth. 

The  Rev.  J.T.  Parsons  is  a  retired 
member  of  the  Tennessee  Conference. 
He  resides  in  Pulaski,  Tennessee. 


doing  to  take  advantage  wisely  of  this 
day  of  rest  the  Creator  set  aside  for  his 
welfare,  and  thank  God  for  the  gift. 

It  is  not  in  our  power  to  remove  all 
temptations,  and  I’m  sure  they  have  a 
purpose.  We  each  must  make  it  on  our 
own  through  trial  and  error,  thus 
growing  in  grace  and  wisdom.  The 
Lord’s  Prayer  does  not  specify  the 
removal  of  temptation,  but  the  fortitude 
to  avoid  it.  So  let’s  put  the  crux  of 
Christian  responsibility  where  it 
rightfully  belongs,  on  each  individual’s 
faith  and  spiritual  strength  and  quit 
passing  the  buck  when  we  have  been 
tested  and  found  wanting. 

Ruby  Threewit 

Westmoreland,  Kansas 

It  is  we  who  have 
abandoned  non-violence 
To  the  Editor: 

Do  we  Christians  grieve  that  Bishop 
Muzorewa  abandoned  non-violence 
(TM/UMR,  August  6)?  Do  we  feel 
betrayed? 

Bishop  Muzorewa  chose  the  only  option 
open  to  him  in  face  of  centuries  of  torture 
and  injustice  to  his  people. 

We  are  denying  the  request  of  the 
United  Nations  for  an  economic  boycott 
against  Rhodesia  because  of  her 
practices  of  apartheid.  We  continue  to 
purchase  chrome  from  Rhodesia  and 
thus  insure  her  the  economic  power  and 
military  might  that  enables  her  to  ignore 
the  rights  of  her  black  majority. 

It  is  we  who  have  available  the  means 
to  avert  injustice:  injustice;  it  is  we  who 
have  abandoned  non-violence  and  we 
who  have  betrayed  Muzorewa. 

Fern  Zimmerman 

Santa  Ana,  California 

With  TV  as  it  is.  liquor 
ads  are  not  necessary 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  about  your 
opposition  to  the  advertising  of  alcoholic 
beverages  (TM/UMR,  Aug.  27).  Don’t 
you  realize  that  the  liquor  industry 
doesn’t  have  to  spend  one  cent  for 
advertising  as  long  as  they  can  keep 
people  drinking  on  television?  On  almost 
every  show,  one  person  can’t  greet 
another  without  asking  what  they  would 
have  to  drink. 

I  think  the  churches  would  do  well  to 
have  their  own  subtle  advertising 
showing  the  misery  alcohol  causes.  You 
could  show  neglected  children,  battered 
wives,  automobile  accidents,  men  who 
must  have  been  handsome  at  one  time 
and  glamorous  women  making  fools  of 
themselves. 

A  policeman  told  me  one  time  that  all 
drunks  act  exactly  alike  —  “whether 
they’re  rich  or  in  the  ditch." 

Mrs.  George  Evans 

McKeesport,  Pennsylvania 
‘Distortions'  upsetting 
To  the  Editor: 

In  your  September  17  issue  there  is  an 
article  entitled,  "Church-state  group 
gives  nod  to  Demos  on  Religious  liberty.” 

I  find  the  article  very  upsetting  It  is 
unfactual  in  some  statements  and 
distorted  in  others. 

Would  you  please  send  me 
immediately  any  and  all  information  you 


have  on  the  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State.  I  would 
like  to  know  who  they  are,  what  they  are, 
etc. 

I  feel  that  for  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  to  give  space  to  an  organization 
to  publish  their  views  without  letting  its 
readers  know  anything  about  that 
organization  is  both  dangerous  and 
misleading.  It  is  made  even  worse  by  the 
fact  that  the  article  is  filled  with 
inaccuracies. 

Mrs.  Harold  Kuehle 
,  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Americans  United 
is  a  private,  non-sectarian  organization, 
committed  to  religious  liberty  and  the 
separation  of  church  and  state  in 
American  life.  Its  address  is  8120  Fenton 
St.,  Silver  Spring,  Maryland  20910. 

WCC  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Both  personally,  as  Chairperson  of  the 
Texas  Conference  Division  of 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns,  I  would  like  to  commend  you  for 
the  editorial  entitled,  "Latest  attack  on 
WCC  unfounded”  (TM/UMR,  July  30).  I 
appreciated  your  wording  and  your  con¬ 
cern  about  the  unfairness  of  the  attack. 
Also,  your  affirmation  of  faith  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  more  I  learn  of  WCC  and  meet  per¬ 
sons  in  its  leadership,  the  more  I  have 
come  to  appreciate  all  it  is  doing,  not  on¬ 
ly  as  a  structure  to  coordinate  various 
church  bodies  in  their  search  for  unity, 
but  to  aid  so  many  peoples  in  need.  Much 
of  this  work,  as  for  example,  their 
schools  for  boys  and  girls  in  Jappa, 
Israel,  among  the  Palestine  refugees, 
goes  unknown  to  the  average  lay  person. 

Thank  you  again,  and  may  the  Lord  be 
with  you  as  you  continue  to  guide 
TM/UMR  as  the  finest  instrument  of 
communication  for  our  area. 

Bob  Joiner 
Pasadena,  Texas 

'What  God  hath  cleansed . 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  first  two  "Letters  to  the  Editor” 
in  the  August  27  issue  reflected  my  feel¬ 
ings  as  my  husband  started  in  the 
ministry  29  years  ago.  For  three  months 
before  his  ministry  began,  we  lived  near 
the  parsonage  of  a  close  relative,  involv¬ 
ing  a  marriage  from  two  broken  homes. 
Coming  from  a  church  that  denied 
membership  to  divorced  persons,  I  found 
it  hard  to  listen  to  this  man  preach.  I 
asked  God  if  I  was  wrong  to  have  this 
feeling.  After  waiting  in  prayer  I  heard, 
"What  God  hath  cleansed,  that  call  not 
thou  common.” 

I’ve  been  very  appreciative  for  the 
Spirit’s  guidance,  for  through  these 
years  and  this  person’s  very  fruitful 
ministry.  I’ve  often  thought  that  surely 
he  lives  very  nearly  as  Christ  did  while 
here.  Mrs.  Esther  Turnbough 

Edina,  Missouri 
How  can  we  justify 
repression  anywhere ? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  report  of  Bishop  Mathews’  de¬ 
fense  of  Prime  Minister  Indira  Gandhi 
before  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on 


International  Organizations  (TM/UMR, 
July  9)  was  both  surprising  and 
disappointing  to  me.  He  acknowledged 
that  ordinarily  he  finds  "repugnant  any 
measures  which  restrict  the  civil 
liberties  of  a  people.”  Yet  he  affirmed 
that  such  measures  are  warranted. 

How  can  a  defender  of  human  liberty, 
such  as  Bishop  Mathews  possibly  call 
Mrs.  Gandhi’s  repressive  measures 
warranted?  Surely  he  doesn’t  use  the 
argument  of  temporary  crisis,  since  it 
has  been  more  than  a  year  since  she 
invoked  the  measures  and  now  admits 
that  she  has  no  plans  to  restore  freedom 
or  to  hold  elections.  Surely  he  can’t 
appeal  to  her  benevolent  wisdom.  He 
knows  as  well  as  any  of  us  that  power 
corrupts  and  that  Mrs.  Gandhi  is  no  more 
exempt  from  that  corruption  than 
anyone  else. 

Or  does  he  think  communism  is  so 
threatening  that  dictatorial  means  are 
justified?  He  says  that  repression  is 
justified  by  "prevailing  circumstances 
which  have  justified  them.”  What 
circumstances  can  justify  imprisonment 
of  persons  without  trial  —  many  of  them 
non-violent  leaders  from  the  days  of 
India’s  revolution  —  persons  with  a 
generation  or  more  of  loyal  service  to 
India.  What  circumstances  can  justify 
torture,  which  Bishop  Mathews  admits 
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FOR  SALE :  435  Padded  Theatre  Seats  (fold-up)  at  $3 
each.  Contact  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box 
833,  Canyon.  Tex.  79015.  Phone  806-855-3540. 


ORGANIST-CHOIR  DIRECTOR  desires  full-time 
position  in  Methodist  church  B.A.,  M.S.M., 
experience.  Write:  Organist,  TM/UMR.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  Tex.  75221 


FOR  SALE:  13  church  pews  17  feet  5  inches  length 
and  6  pews  11  feet  9  inches  length  Solid  birch  ends 
and  sculptured  seats  of  oak.  Dark  oak  stain  finish. 
Pews  can  readily  be  shortened  to  desired  length. 
Also  28  theater-style  seats  with  12  ends  to  match 
above  pews  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box  6, 
Midland.  Tex.  79701  Phone  (915)  682-3701. 


CYPRESS  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  offering 
$265,000  First  Mortgage  Bonds  -  Series  Four  $14,000 
available  at  8'*%  (maturing  9  to  10  years);  $71,000 
available  at  9%  (maturing  12  to  15*^  years)  This  is 
neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  to  buy  these 
bonds  The  offer  is  made  only  by  prospectus.  Call 
(713  )  469-0730  or  write  the  church:  13403  Cypress/  N 
Houston  Road.  Cypress.  Tex  77429. 


is  doing  on? 

He  says,  “We  too  have  proclaimed 
emergencies.  We  abridged  the  rights  of 
Japanese  American  citizens  during 
World  War  II.”  And  so  we  did.  But  I  wish 
the  Bishop  had  not  cited  that  as 
justification  —  for  that  episode  is 
generally  seen  today  as  one  of  the 
blackest  blots  on  the  American  dream  of 
freedom,  utterly  cruel,  oppressive  and 
unjustified. 

I  cannot  agree  with  Bishop  Mathews 
that  India  has  not  left  the  democratic 
camp.  She  has  left  it  indeed;  and  today 
the  future  looks  as  dreary  for  freedom  in 
India  as  it  looks  in  many  other  areas  of 
the  world  where  oppression  and 
persecution  threaten  the  aspirations  of 
freedom  loving  people. 

Vernon  Bigler 
Kenmore,  New  York 

A  partial  correction 

To  the  Editor: 

Stuart  P.  Stephens  states  in  your 
August  20  edition  that  his  grandfather 
“attended  the  1936  North  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference." 

His  statement  concerning  the  election 
of  bishops  is,  no  doubt,  largely  correct. 
However,  there  were  no  jurisdictional 
conferences  in  1936.  Methodist  union  did 
not  take  place  until  1939,  after  which 
jurisdictional  conferences  came  into  be¬ 
ing. 

I  was  present  at  the  1936  "General” 
Conference  in  Columbus,  Ohio  which  was 
memorable  for  the  elections  of  Dr.  E. 
Stanley  Jones  to  the  episcopacy.  The 
morning  after  his  election,  he  appeared 
before  the  Conference  and  declined  the 

offlce-  Elbert  Wilson 

Orlando,  Florida 
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ADVENT '* 

A  Calendar 
of  Devotions 
1976 


Jo  Carr 
uses  a  wide 
variety  of 
sources  to 
create  these  brief,  inspirational 
devotions  and  a  candlelighting 
service  for  the  Advent  season. 

They  will  help  make  the  Christ¬ 
mas  season  a  very  special  and 
meaningful  time  for  everyone. 

25  <*  each 
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Trustees  close  Alaska 
Methodist  University 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

ANCHORAGE  —  Alaska  Methodist 
University  has  closed. 

Trustees  voted  not  to  open  the  school 
this  fall  after  the  State  Supreme  Court 
ruled  unconstitutional  a  state  law 
supplying  tuition  support  to  private 
higher  education  institutions,  according 
to  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Wischmeir,  president  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  Cut  off  of  these 
funds  plunged  AMU  into  a  financial 
crisis. 

President  Richard  Dellenbach 
resigned  Aug.  15.  The  total  faculty 
numbering  48  has  been  terminated  with 
one  year’s  pay.  Only  a  skeleton 
administrative  staff  remains  at  the 
campus. 

“However,  we  fully  expect  to  reopen  in 
some  form  in  the  fall  of  1977,”  Dr. 
Wischmeir  told  TM/UMR.  “The  trustees 
are  presently  engaged  in  a  study  to 
redesign  AMU.  We  do  not  want  to 
duplicate  what  the  state  university 
offers,  but  we  intend  to  identify  the 
unmet  needs  of  Alaskans  and  design  an 
educational  effort  that  is  economically 
feasible.  We  intend  to  keep  the  missional 
concerns  and  heritage  of  the  church 
intact.” 

A  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM) 
executive  in  New  York  described  the 
present  situation  at  the  school  as  a 
“holding  action.”  John  Jordan,  National 
Division  staff  person  related  to  mission 
education  and  involvement  said  all 
assets  are  still  held  by  the  church  while  a 
decision  on  what  to  do  is  under 
consideration. 

“It’s  not  just  the  church  that  is 
concerned,”  he  said,  “but  also  many 
Alaskans  in  the  private  sector  of  higher 
education.  We  still  have  a  lot  going  for  us 
there  and  no  one  wants  to  upset  that.” 

A  business  consultant  now  manages 
the  affairs  of  the  university.  Dennis  W. 
Benning  was  hired  by  the  trustees  upon 
recommendation  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Nashville, 
which  shares  a  responsibility  with  BGM 
for  the  college. 

“Mr.  Benning  has  worked  for  us  in 
crisis  situations  before,”  Dr.  Fred 
Harris,  division  of  education  executive 
for  the  Nashville-based  board  told 
TM/UMR.  "He  is  a  private  management 
consultant  and  we  felt  continued 
involvement  of  our  board  in  AMU 
required  better  management.  The  way 
he  has  taken  hold  so  far  validates  our 
recommendation.” 

Plans  for  redesigning  the  only  private 
four-year  college  in  Alaska  were  outlined 


by  Mr.  Wischmeir,  who  is  also 
superintendent  for  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference.  He  said 
questionnaires  are  being  sent  to  more 
than  200  Alaskans  to  determine  what 
educational  needs  the  university  could 
meet.  Groups  of  trustees  will  visit  six 
church-related  colleges  across  the 
country  in  November  to  pick  up  useful 
ideas.  Trustees  will  meet  three  times  in 
three-day  sessions  between  now  and  mid- 
January  to  hammer  out  the  design  for  a 
new  university.  The  study  should  be 
completed  by  March  1977  for  final 
consideration. 

“One  of  our  problems  is  that  our 
trustees  are  divided  on  what  to  do,”  said 
Mr.  Wischmeir.  “The  legislature  offered 
to  buy  AMU  for  $15  million  in  June  but 
the  vote  was  10  to  nine  not  to  sell.  We 
hope  this  study  process  will  help  us 
decide  together  on  a  course  of  action." 

All  three  officials  told  TM/UMR  the 
late  news  release  about  the  school’s 
closing  was  due  to  uncertainties  in  the 
Alaskan  situation  and  last  minute 
attempts  to  find  some  way  to  keep  the 
doors  open  for  the  fall. 

High  hopes  of  financial  stability  for 
Alaska  Methodist  University  were 
expressed  last  fall.  The  state  legislature 
had  passed  a  bill  to  subsidize  tuition  of 
students  attending  private  or  church- 
related  colleges.  A  new  president  had 
been  inaugurated.  Fall  enrollment  of  412 
students  surpassed  the  goal  of  400  said 
necessary  for  financial  stability.  An 
editorial  in  the  Anchorage  Sunday  Times 
awarded  a  “blue  ribbon”  to  AMU  for  a 
superb  effort  in  moving  away  from  a 
position  in  which  the  institution  had 
“received  the  last  rites  and  was  half  way 
through  the  burial  service.” 

Then  the  Supreme  Court  killed  the 
tuition  subsidy.  Now  the  campus  is 
deserted.  And  the  “last  rites”  (or  the 
“resurrection  rites”)  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  school’s  Board  of  Trustees. 


Coalition  protests  lack 
of  counsel  on  abortion 


Bishop  Ault 
Rabbi  Richard 


Kill  racial  at  rife  decline? 

CAPETOWN,  South  Africa  —  A  South  African  policeman  seizes  a  young 
demonstrator  during  a  recent  violent  clash  in  one  of  Southern  Africa’s  various  racial 
hot-spots.  Meanwhile  in  Rhodesia  some  progress  seemed  to  be  made  toward 
averting  bloodshed  when  Prime  Minister  Ian  Smith  agreed  last  week  to  a  proposal 
drawn  by  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger  for  majority  rule  of  blacks  within 
two  years. 

United  Methodist  mission  executive  for  Africa,  Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  who  recently 
returned  from  Southern  Africa,  however,  has  expressed  “mixed  feelings”  to 
TM/UMR  concerning  the  "peace”  initiative  of  Dr.  Kissinger.  “It's  typical  that  Dr. 
Kissinger  spoke  to  everyone  [about  the  initiative]  but  the  black  Rhodesians,”  Dr. 
Bivens  said.  "The  move  toward  peace  may  stymie  the  hopes  of  independence  for 
blacks.  Negotiations  are  on  the  premise  that  privilege  must  be  maintained  for  the 
whites  while  creating  a  black  puppet  government.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


‘ Road  maps’  aid  local  church 

Time,  talent  search  launched 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

TWIN  FALLS,  Idaho  —  When  a  church 
embarks  on  a  time  and  talent  search,  it 
can  usually  expect  a  rocky  road  ahead. 
Helping  members  recognize  their  skills 
and  interests  and  use  them  through  the 
church  isn’t  the  easiest  job. 

But  when  First  UMC  here  began  that 
journey  recently,  it  —  and  a  still- 


Senate  blast  at  Indian 
group  draws  U.M.  retorts 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  -  A  U.  S. 
Senator  and  United  Methodist  church 
leader  have  charged  as  “irresponsible” 
a  Senate  Internal  Security  subcommittee 
report  which  calls  the  American  Indian 
Movement ( AIM )  ,“a  frankly  revolution¬ 
ary  organization  .  .  .  committed  to  vio¬ 
lence.”  The  report  was  released  Sept.  19 
by  Sen.  James  O.  Eastland,  subcom¬ 
mittee  chairperson. 

The  main  objections  raised  by  Senator 
Birch  Bayh  (D-Ind.)  and  the  Rev.  John 
Adams,  director  of  law,  justice  and  com¬ 
munity  relations  for  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  are  the  way  the  sub¬ 
committee  conducted  its  hearing  April  6. 
Douglass  Durham,  a  paid  FBI  in¬ 
formant,  was  the  only  witness  called. 

Senator  Bayh  said  in  a  Sept.  23 
statement.  “The  subcommittee  heard 
only  the  witness  and,  on  the  basis  of  the 
unchallenged  testimony  of  this  solitary 
witness,  issued  its  report  without  offering 
an  opportunity  to  the  numerous  indi¬ 
viduals  against  whom  the  witness  made 
serious  allegations  to  present  testi¬ 
mony.”  Senator  Bayh,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  subcommittee  said  he  wanted  to 
make  it  clear  he  did  not  participate  in  the 
April  6  hearing,  nor  take  part  in  drafting 
the  report  nor  did  he  sign  it. 

Calling  it  “totally  unacceptable  to 
me,”  Senator  Bayh,  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  concluded  that  “the  report 


IS  IT  POSSIBLE? 

Confirmation  instruction  that  is 

enjoyable, 
motivating, 
a  relationship-builder, 
self-paced, 
evangelistic, 

Bible-oriented? 

Over  600  Christian  congregations 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
say  it  is ! 

Individualized  confirmation 
instruction  can  turn  a  church’s 
junior  high  ministry  into  a  happy 
evangelistic  experience.  This 
material  is  available  only  through 
a  workshop  experience  which 
teaches  how  to  use  it.  50  workshops 
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seemed  to  have  had  no  other  purpose 
than  to  discredit  a  number  of  individuals, 
a  federal  judge  and  the  American  Indian 
Movement.” 

Mr.  Adams  said  Mr.  Durham’s 
testimony  is  even  more  questionable 
-given  the  fact  that  he  had  changed  his 
story  since  1975  and  his  testimony  doesn’t 
coincide  with  FBI  director  Clarence 
Kelley’s  statements  about  AIM. 

“When  Mr.  Durham  was  exposed  as  an 
informant  in  1975,”  Mr.  Adams  said,  “he 
said  of  his  two  years  spying  activities,  ‘I 
regret  my  involvement;  the  government 
had  no  right  to  infiltrate  AIM.’  ”  Mr. 
Durham  said  in  March  1975  he  had  come 
to  believe  AIM  was  a  “morally  up^ 
standing  organization.” 

Mr.  Adams  told  TM/UMR  that  “six 
months  later  Mr.  Durham  was  being  paid 
to  give  lectures  by  the  John  Birch  Society 
and  he  was  calling  AIM  a  guerilla 
movement.” 

FBI  chief  Kelly,  in  a  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
statement  last  July  said  the  FBI  does  not 
consider  AIM  objectionable,  subversive 
or  un-American.  He  said  AIM  has  “fine 
goals  and  fine  people.” 

Mr.  Adams  is  used  on  an  ecumenical 
basis  in  “crisis  situations”  as  a 
negotiator  and  troubleshooter.  He  was  a 
chief  negotiator  in  the  settlement  at 
Wounded  Knee.  He  said  it  has  been  his 
experience  that  “AIM  leaders  are 
aggressive,  deliberate  and  tenacious. 
They  dramatically  express  the 
desperation  of  Indians  in  the  U.S.  I  didn’t 
see  violence  as  part  of  their  movement 
nor  did  they  claim  to  represent  all 
American  Indians.  But  they  do  represent 
the  grievances  of  all  American  Indians. 
This  report  is  another  effort  to  discredit 
the  movement.” 

Richard  Schultz,  chief  counsel  for  the 
senate  subcommittee  told  TM/UMR  that 
the  reason  only  one  witness  was  called 
was  a  lack  of  money,  and  that  Mr. 
Durham  was  viewed  as  an  “objective 
person  with  the  facts  who  was  high  up  in 
the  AIM  organization.” 

AIM  spokesman,  Vernon  Bellecourt 
told  TM/UMR  by  telephone  that  “Mr. 
Durham  is  a  pathological  liar  who  has 
now  betrayed  us  twice  for  the  purpose  of 
his  ownself-aggrandisement.” 

Mr.  Bellecourt  said  that  the  charge 
that  federal  and  church  funds  were 
misused  does  not  stand  up.  He  said  it  is 
on  the  public  record  after  an  audit  and 
investigation  was  ordered  in  St.  Paul  and 
Minneapolis  by  Judge  Miles  Lord  of  the 
AIM  “alternative  survival  schools." 

“Every  church  dollar  we  solicited  went 
for  its  intended  purpose.”  he  told 
TM/UMR.  He  estimated  that  funds  from 
all  churches  have  not  exceeded  $50,000  in 
the  last  six  years,  including  $20,000  from 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  to  the  Colorado  office 
of  Native  Americans  United. 

(This  does  not  include  $10,000  bail 
money  for  Dennis  Banks,  an  AIM  leader, 
by  the  UMC’s  Iowa  Conference  and 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.) 


undetermined  number  of  other  United 
Methodist  Churches  —  had  some  help 
from  a  new  “road  map"  produced  for 
local  churches  by  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

And  while  the  journey  toward  the 
stewardship  of  time  and  talent  never 
really  ends.  First  Church  has  definitely 
made  inroads,  says  its  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Raymond  A.  Thompson. 

The  “time  and  talent  road  maps”  —  for 
which  a  record-breaking  5,000-plus 
introductory  kits  have  been  ordered  by 
United  Methodists  —  are  the  brainchild 
of  Dwight  Newberg,  staffperson  with  the 
board’s  Section  on  Stewardship. 

Their  purpose,  says  Mr.  Newberg,  is  to 
help  a  church  “discover  and  nurture  the 
God-given  talents  of  each  person  — 
whether  they  lead  to  church-related  jobs 
or  not.  Too  often  we  try  to  get  jobs  filled 
with  little  sensitivity  to  the  interests  and 
talents  of  individuals.”  The  “maps” 
structure  a  complete  12-week 
stewardship  program  which,  if  used 
properly,  he  says,  can  help  revitalize  a ’ 
local  church. 

Such  revitalizing  may  have  begun  at 
First  Church,  says  Mr.  Thompson,  with  a 
Talent  Fair  at  which  some  70  members 
displayed  and  demonstrated  their 
abilities,  and  more  than  900  persons 
attended.  Banquets  which  accompanied 
the  two-evening  event  drew  250  persons 
each  evening. 

From  the  fair  have  come  new 
volunteer  workers  for  the  church,  some 
new  church  members  and  "a  number  of 
people  who  discovered  talents  they  didn't 
know  they  had!”  From  the  fair,  too,  has 
come  “the  feeling  that  this  bunch  of 
church  people  are  a  lot  of  fun  to  be 
around,”  he  suspects. 

But  the  Talent  Fair  is  just  one  part  of 
the  program,  which  also  calls  for  a  talent 
survey  of  the  congregation,  a  color-coded 
filing  system  which  is  maintained  by 
“talent  tellers,”  and  a  personal  talent 
record  which  goes  along  when  a  member 
transfers  to  another  church. 

At  First  Church,  with  fewer  than  500 
returns  so  far  of  1200  talent  survey  cards 
distributed  at  Easter  Sunday  worship 
services,  the  survey  has  been  the  least 
effective  part  of  the  program,  Mr. 
Thompson  believes.  “Our  people  just 
aren’t  used  to  making  this  kind  of 
response.  On-going  education  is  needed 
to  get  them  to  recognize  their  talents  and 
share  that  information . ’  ’ 

Follow-up,  a  key  part  of  the  program, 
is  working  well  at  First  Church,  he  told 
TM/UMR.  The  Council  on  Ministries 
created  a  separate  task  force  on  the 
stewardship  of  time  and  talents,  whose 
chairperson  is  a  council  member.  Task 
force  members  constantly  maintain 
talent  bank  files  and  channel  information 
to  appropriate  groups  and  committees 

A  secret  to  success,  he  believes,  is  not 
only  to  complete  the  entire  program  but 

Bishop  Gerald  Ensley 
dies  in  Dublin 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO,  -  United 
Methodist  Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley,  69, 
resident  bishop  of  the  Ohio  West  Area  for 
12  years  until  his  retirement  last  month, 
died  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  Sept.  21. 

Bishop  Ensley  became  ill  Aug.  26  in 
Dublin  several  hours  after  delivering  a 
major  address  to  the  World  Methodist 
Council  there.  The  bishop  was  one  of  the 
eight  presidents  of  the  Council  and 
chairman  of  its  World  Evangelism 
Committee. 

Bishop  Ensley  was  the  senior  active 
bishop  of  the  9.9-  million  member  UMC 
upon  his  retirement. 


also  to  “continue  the  awareness  and 
involvement  you’ve  gained  during  the 
program  after  it’s  over.” 

His  church  plans  another  Talent  Fair 
soon  —  “and  this  time  we  won’t  limit  it  to 
our  own  members.  We  all  need  to  see  our 
own  unique  worth  —  and  we  all  need  to  be 
appreciated  for  what  we  are.  This  is  a 
good  thing  for  the  church  to  be  doing.” 


By  J.  RICHARD  PECK 

PHILADELPHIA  -  Leaders  of  a 
coalition  of  religious  groups  have 
protested  that  Presidential  candidates 
actively  sought  and  held  meetings  with 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  on  the  issue  of 
abortion  while  refusing  invitations  to 
have  similar  meetings  with  Protestant 
and  Jewish  leaders. 

Six  leaders, 
including  James  M. 

Ault,  resident 
bishop  of  the 
Philadelphia  Area 
of  the  United 
Methodist  Church 
spoke  here 
behalf  of  t  h  el 
Religious  Coalition] 
for  Abortion  Rights 
(RCAR). 

RCAR  Chairman 
Sternberger  said  the  Washington  based 
coalition  came  to  the  “birthplace  of 
religious  liberty”  to  protest  the  action  of 
presidential  candidates  that  “closes  the 
door  to  all  opinions  except  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy.” 

Delivering  the  coalition  statement,  the 
Rev.  Elizabeth  Miller  of  the  Board  of 
National  Ministries  of  the  American 
Baptist  Church  said  RCAR  had  invited 
both  candidates  to  meet  with  Protestant 
and  Jewish  leaders  on  the  issue,  but  to 
this  date,  both  candidates  have  declined 
such  a  meeting.  “Our  reaction  to  this 
denial  of  meetings  is  not  simply 
indignation  that  the  candidates  do  not 
believe  Protestants  and  Jews  have  a 
contribution  to  make  on  the  abortion 
issue,”  said  Ms.  Miller.  “Of  greater 
import,  is  that  on  this  religious  matter  of 
abortion,  only  one  theological  doctrine  is 
considered  —  a  serious  threat  to 
pluralism  in  this  country.” 

The  RCAR  statement  suggests 
candidates  may  have  assumed  there  was 
safety  in  an  anti-abortion  rights  position, 
“but  they  have  not  been  listening  to  the 
conviction  of  at  least  60  percent  of  the 
American  public,”  said  Ms.  Miller.  “If 
they  have  not  heard  before,  let  them  hear 
now  that  the  majority  of  Protestant  and 
Jewish  faith  groups  in  this  country 
support  the  1973  Supreme  Court  decisions 
which  allow  a  woman  the  right  to  choose 
an  abortion.” 

Bishop  Ault  said  he  believed  the  United 
Methodist  Church  would  support  the 
RCAR  statement:  “To  be  specific,”  he 
said,  “The  United  Methodist  Church 
supports  the  legal  option  of  abortion 
under  proper  medical  procedures.”  The 
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‘Playboy’  comments 


termed  orthodox 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Initial  reactions 
from  observers  of  the  nation’s 
evangelical  community  indicate  that  the 
language  used  by  Democratic 
presidential  candidate  Jimmy  Carter  m 
his  interview  with  “Playboy”  magazine 
may  cause  more  concern  than  the 
substance  of  his  comments. 

The  churchmen  reacting  to  the 
interview  agreed  that  the  candidate’s 
views  on  adultery  reflected  Orthodox 
Christian  theology. 

News  reports  generally  emphasized 
Mr.  Carter’s  comments  on  the  subject  of 
adultery,  although  the  extensive 
interview  with  “Playboy”  covered  a 
number  of  other  topics.  His  statements 
that  drew  the  greatest  attention  were  the 
following: 

“I’ve  looked  on  a  lot  of  women  with 
lust.  I’ve  committed  adultery  in  my 
heart  many  times.  This  is  something  that 
God  recognizes  I  will  do  —  and  I  have 
done  it  —  and  God  forgave  me  for  it.  But 
that  doesn’t  mean  that  I  condemn 
someone  who  not  only  looks  on  a  woman 
with  lust  but  who  leaves  his  wife  and 
shacks  up  with  somebody  out  of  wedlock. 

Mr.  Carter  added,  in  language  that  is 
offensive  to  some:  "Christ  says.  Don’t 
consider  yourself  better  than  someone 
else  because  one  guy  screws  a  whole 
bunch  of  women  while  the  other  guy  is 
loyal  to  his  wife.” 

Mr.  Carter’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bruce 
Edwards  of  Plains  (Ga.)  Baptist  Church, 
reflected  the  thinking  of  a  good  many 
Southern  Baptists  asked  to  comment 
about  the  interview.  “I  have  no 
particular  objections  to  it  myself,”  he 
told  the  Washington  Post,  “but  I  would 
have  used  other  words  to  describe  the 
same  thing.” 

In  contrast,  the  Rev.  George  M. 
Docherty,  retired  pastor  of  the  New  York 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  felt  that  it  was  “a  very 
foolish  thing  for  anyone  to  say.”  He 
commented,  “There  is  a  distinction 
between  witting  lust  and  unwitting  lust. 
It  is  not  holier-than-thou  to  condemn 
another  man  for  shacking  down  with 
another  man’s  wife.” 

David  E.  Kucharsky,  managing  editor 
of  “Christianity  Today,”  has  written  a 
book,  “The  Man  From  Plains,”  that 
attempts  to  explain  Mr.  Carter’s  beliefs 
and  those  of  evangelicals  to  the 
American  people  as  a  whole.  Asked  to 
comment  on  the  “Playboy”  interview,  he 
told  Religious  News  Service: 

“Carter  alienates  some  people  with  his 
forthrightness,  but  many  others  identify 
with  his  attempts  to  relate  to  reality  and 
to  go  beyond  religious  platitudes  to  the 
real  nitty-gritty." 

He  welcomed  Mr.  Carter’s  openness  on. 
his  personal  attitudes,  and  said,  “We’ve 
lived  too  long  with  the  idea  that  in  a 
pluralistic  society,  personal  ethics 
should  be  swept  under  a  rug.” 

Mr.  Kucharsky  felt  that  “a  lot  of 
evangelicals  will  be  uncomfortable  with 


presiding  officer  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  Wyoming  and  Puerto  Rico 
Annual  Conferences  recently  sent  a 
pastoral  letter  to  over  900  ministers  in 
the  episcopal  area  asking  them  to 
contribute  a  “reasonable  and 
compassionate  perspective”  to  the 
"divisive  issue.” 

“When  there  is  a  tragic  conflict  of  life 
with  life,”  said  the  bishop,  “it  is  tempting 
to  appeal  to  an  absolute  position  on 
abortion.  To  do  so  is  to  ignore  the 
particular  complexities  which  are  in 
each  situation  and  to  subordinate  a 
person’s  capacity  for  self-determination, 
however  limited,  to  impersonal  laws  and 
forces.  Abortion  is  not  murder.”  said  the 
bishop,  “It  is  abortion  It  is  a  moral  issue 
with  its  own  moral  problems  and  it 
involves  mature  people  in  a  morally 
discriminating  decision.” 

Vice-President  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Temple  Sisterhoods 
Constance  Kreshtool  said  the  Reformed 
Jewish  group  sent  a  telegram  to 
President  Ford  and  Governor  Carter 
protesting  their  abortion  stands.  “There 
is  no  more  urgent  civil  right  in  a  country 
dedicated  to  the  separation  of  church  and 
state  than  the  continuation  of  freedom  of 
choice  on  abortion  rights,”  the  telegram 
said. 

Asked  if  the  leaders  could  speak  for  all 
members  of  their  respective 
denominations,  Rabbi  Sternberger  said 
they  represented  official  statements,  but 
there  were  undoubtedly  constituents  who 
would  disagree  with  the  statement.  “The 
same  thing  must,  however,  be  said  of  the 
bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church," 
said  Rabbi  Sternberger,  “they  do  not 
reflect  the  thinking  of  every  Roman 
Catholic.” 

The  coalition  is  an  organization  of  24 
religious  bodies  representing  30  million 
members  with  headquarters  in  the 
Washington,  D.  C.  building  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  board  is  the 
administrating  agency  for  the  coalition 
and  the  organization  through  which  its 
tax-exempt  status  is  derived.  The  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  and  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  are  members  of  the  coalition. 

Mr.  Peck  is  director  of 
communications  and  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  for  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference. 


this  posture,”  but  added,  “I  think  some 
others  will  identify  in  a  way  they  haven’t 
before  with  his  candor  and  his 
forthrightness  and  perhaps  most  of  all 
with  his  attempt  to  get  behind  the 
platitudes  that  have  become  a  part  of 
religious  jargon.” 

RNS  asked  several  churchmen 
whether  the  fact  that  Mr.  Carter  agreed 
to  be  interviewed  by  “Playboy”  would 
have  a  significant  impact  on  the  evan¬ 
gelical  community. 

Mr.  Kucharsky  said,  “It  will  come  as  a 
shock  to  many,  even  as  it  came  as  a 
shock  to  many  evangelicals  that  Billy 
Graham  appeared  on  “Laugh-In” 
several  years  ago. 

In  agreeing  to  such  an  interview,  he 
commented,  “you  take  the  risk  of 
alienating  some  evangelicals,  but  the 
plus  is  that  you  communicate  with  some 
people  you  would  otherwise  not  reach.  ” 

‘Nonsense’  hit  in 
campaign  reporting 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  An 
“inordinate  amount  of  nonsense  is  being 
written  and  spoken  about  the  Christian 
beliefs  of  the  Presidential  candidates.”  a 
leading  religion  journalist  declares  in  the 
October  edition  of  a  national  religious 
magazine  edited  here. 

In  giving  counsel  to  potential  voters, 
Marjorie  Hyer  says  that  “just  as  a 
responsible  Christian  citizen  would  not 
use  a  religious  test  to  rule  out  a 
candidate,  so  must  it  not  be  used  to  rule 
him/her  in.”  She  is  the  religion  news 
editor  of  the  Washington  Post  and  her 
article  appears  in  "The  Interpreter,”  the 
national  program  journal  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Some  of  what  Ms.  Hyer  calls 
“nonsense"  comes,  she  writes,  from 
“political  analysts  who  are  religious 
illiterates  themselves  and  assume  the 
citizenry  is  likewise  uninformed.  But 
some  of  the  nonsense  is  coming  from 
people  who  count  themselves  among  the 
ranks  of  believers.  This  is  more  serious." 

Holding  that  “it  is  not  my  task,  nor 
yours,  to  assess  a  candidate’s  religious 
experience  and  belief,”  the  observer  of 
the  religious  scene  from  the  nation’s 
capital  suggests  some  criteria  potential 
voters  can  legitimately  choose  to 
measure  a  candidate  for  leadership. 

The  candidate’s  qualifications  “have 
little  to  do  with  appearances  before 
sophisticated  prayer  breakfasts  or 
rough-hewn  Bible  classes,”  Ms.  Hyer 
writes.  “The  hard  questions  have  to  be 
asked." 

“What  is  his/her  record  of  dealing  with 
people  —  not  just  on  an  individual 
personal  basis  but  where  does  he/she 
stand  on  legislation  and  institutions 
which  affect  the  lives  of  millions?  What 
are  his/her  campaign  tactics?  Does 
he/she  have  a  passion  —  and  a  record  — 
for  justice  for  all  people?  Does  his/her 
vision  of  the  good  life  embrace  the  entire 
world  or  does  it  stop  at  a  national 
boundary,  a  racial  barrier,  an  economic 
or  political  group?” 


Prayers  answered 
MINNEAPOLIS  —  Dr.  Jeannette 
Piccard,  81,  has  a  pensive  expression 
during  five-minute  prayer  period  prior  to 
the  vote  of  the  Episcopal  House  of  Depu¬ 
ties  on  the  ordination  of  women  to  the 
priesthood  and  episcopate,  which  passed. 
Dr.  Piccard  had  been  among  H 
Episcopal  women  who  were  irregularly 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  1974. 
Following  the  vote,  she  said  the  church’s 
General  Convention  had  “written  my 
rebirth.”  religious  news  service  photo 


.  .  .  tne  poorest  country 
Western  Hemisphere 
.  .  .  where  UMCOR  is  helping  a 
proud  people  rehabilitate  and 
develop  their  own  country 
A  new  sound,  color  filmstrip  is 
available  from  Conference  A-V 
Libraries  and  District  Super¬ 
intendents.  Copies  are  $4  from; 
United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  III.  60201  or  Service 
Center,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  7820  Reading  Rd.. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  45237 
Companion  poster  and  leaflet, 
both  titled  Land  of  Endless 
Mountains,  available  from  Ser¬ 
vice  Center,  Cincinnati. 
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‘Make  justice  really  for  all’ 

Brazilian  champion  of  poor  brings  plea  to  U.S. 


'Warm  /lizzies'  and  lore  mix  in  new  CMC.  film 

voungwoman^iiTthp  'T'J81'  ‘°  give"  singS  a  acceP,ed.  has  b«-n  produced  in  a  colorful,  animated  12- 

modera  dav  fairy  talc  hi  ?  !  F“ZZV  T®  e"  An  lma«lnat,ve  minute  f'l">  by  United  Methodist  Communications.  Executive 
modern-day  fairy  tale  about  a  utop.au  society  in  which  -warm  producer  Nelson  Price  calls  it  "a  modern  story  of  the  Christ 
fuzr.es'  (representing  love  and  caring)  are  freely  given  and  event.”  * 
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Educators  await  ‘ firm  foundation 

Rv  SHinnv  vtiiri  Ifir  ...  V  „  .  «/ 


us  wine 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Children  learning 
Jesus’  story  about  the  man  who  built  his 
house  on  the  sand  without  a  foundation 
probably  won’t  know  that  their  church 
school  is  in  a  similar  spot  this  year. 

After  three  years  of  writing  different 
versions  of  a  foundation  statement  for 
Christian  education  in  United 
Methodism,  a  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Disci pleship  (BOD)  met  here  last  month 
to  discover  they  were  still  far  from 
settling  anything.  They  will  ask 
members  of  the  board  meeting  here  next 
week  to  give  them  another  year  to  work. 

While  no  one  seems  greatly  excited 
about  the  absence  of  a  statement  defining 
the  philosophy,  theory  and  theology  of 
Christian  education,  many  agree  that  it 
is  needed  and  serves  a  purpose 

The  new  document  is  intended  to 
replace  a  statement  written  in  1960  and 
revised  slightly  in  1969  following  church 
union,  called  “Foundations  of  Christian 
Teaching  in  United  Methodist 
Churches.”  It  forms  the  basis  on  which 
education  ministries  of  the  church  are 

Will  ‘Coke’ 

pi 

mix  inUMC? 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Corporate 
mergers  can  cause  strange  bed-fellows. 

The  investment  policy  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
World  Division  states  that  no  investment 
shall  be  made  or  retained  if 
“corporations  shall  be  deeply  involved  in 
...  the  promotion,  manufacture  and/or 
sale  of  alcoholic  beverages  .  .  .” 

So  what  happens  if  the  Coca  Cola 
Company  buys  Taylor  Wines  as 
announced  recently  and  the  World 
Division  has  12,800  shares  of  Coke  stock? 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  Coca 
Cola  Company  was  founded  by  a 
Methodist  layman  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  by  the 
name  of  Asa  Candler.  Emory 
University’s  theological  school  there  was 
named  for  his  brother,  Bishop  Warren 
Candler.  And  Coke  has  often  been 
referred  to  as  “the  Methodist  drink .  ” 

The  treasurer  of  the  World  Division, 
Ms.  Florence  Little,  says  she  will  call  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  investment 
committee  when  it  meets  next  month  in 
Denver.  Colo.  Still  to  be  determined,  she 
said,  is  whether  the  acquisition  of  Taylor 
Wines  could  be  construed  to  make  Coca 
Cola  “deeply  involved”  in  alcoholic 
beverages. 


developed  and  is  the  authoritative 
guideline  by  which  curriculum  is 
produced  within  the  denomination. 

The  latest  version  was  circulated  to 
approximately  500  persons  for  review 
this  summer.  About  135  copies  came  back 
with  2500  pages  of  detailed  criticisms 
as  well  as  requests  from  two  groups  for  a 
hearing  with  the  committee  —  professors 
of  Christian  education  who  studied  the 
draft  document  at  an  Estes  Park,  Colo., 
meeting  and  “Good  News,”  the 
evangelical  caucus  in  United  Methodism. 

The  Estes  Park  group  sent  two 
representatives  with  two  basic 
coin  plaints.  First,  the  new  version  does 
not  give  guidelines  to  help  people  relate 
the  faith  to  their  daily  life,  especially  in 
terms  of  scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience  —  the  four  Wesleyan  tests. 

Second,  it  is  not  aimed  at  the  people 
responsible  for  Christian  education  in  the 
local  church. 

Dr.  Howard  Grimes,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  professor,  Dallas,  said,  “We 
were  not  so  much  in  disagreement  with 
the  content  as  we  were  of  the  opinion  that 
the  version  before  us  was  repetitious, 
unclear,  not  well  organized  and  not 
directed  to  lay  people.” 

The  Rev.  Riley  Case,  Union  City,  Ind., 
chairman  of  the  ‘Good  News’  Christian 
nurture  taskforce,  told  TM/UMR  his 
group’s  first  concern  was  theology. 

A  statement  in  the  new  version  which 
is  supposed  to  summarize  and  interpret 
the  church’s  1972  doctrinal  statement 
leaves  out  “the  most  basic  Christian 
affirmations  such  as  the  cross, 
resurrection,  incarnation  and  original 
sin,”  he  charged. 

“Our  primary  concern  is  that  we  have 
a  responsible  theology  for  Christian 
education,”  Mr.  Case  said.  He  reported 
the  meeting  was  friendly  and  he  believes 
the  committee  will  not  ignore  the  “Good 
News”  concerns  in  a  new  draft. 

Dr.  James  Alexander  of  the  BOD  staff 
said  the  committee  took  their  recommen¬ 
dations  under  advisement.  “‘Good  News’ 
is  not  seeking  to  substitute  a  doctrinaire 
evangelical  position  but  is  interested  in 
having  whatever  is  said  theologically  be 
inclusive  enough  to  include  the 
evangelical  wing  of  the  church,”  he  said. 

Both  the  Christian  educators  and 
“Good  News”  were  concerned  about  the 
lack  of  emphasis  on  how  to  use  Wesley’s 
four  tests,  and  both  recommended  that 
the  Doctrinal  Statement  from  the 
“Discipline”  be  printed  as  part  of  any 
new  document. 

Meanwhile,  what  effects  will  the  lack 
of  a  foundation  statement  have  on 
Christian  education  in  the  church?  Dr. 


Grimes  said  the  1960  document  was 
widely  used  in  leadership  classes  and 
believes  a  new  version  is  needed  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  major  outlines  for  local  church 
discussions  of  Christian  education. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Upton,  minister  of 
education  at  Lovers  Lane  UMC,  Dallas, 
and  president  of  the  National  Christian 
Educator’s  Fellowship,  said  the  major 
benefit  of  a  new  statement  would  be  for 
the  curriculum  writers  —  to  insure  that 
curriculum  has  a  sound  theological, 
philosophical  and  theoretical  base.  He 
said  every  local  church  has  to  set  its  own 
philosophy  and  any  document  would  only 
be  a  guide  for  those  decisions. 


By  WILLIAM  STEEL 
“You  are  a  letter  from  Christ  .  .  . 
written  not  with  ink  but  with  the  spirit  of 
the  living  God  .  .  ."II  Cor.  3:3 
LOS  ANGELES  —  Dom  Helder 
Camara  is  a  letter  from  Christ.  His  total 
life  publishes  tidings  of  justice  and  love. 
The  Roman  Catholic  archbishop  of 
Olinda  and  Recife,  Brazil,  was  in  the 
United  States  for  the  International 

An  Interpretive 

Eucharistic  Congress  in  Philadelphia, 
but  en  route,  he  spent  four  days  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area  speaking  to  nearly  a  dozen 
groups  about  hunger  and  justice. 

In  the  midst  of  his  round  of  speaking 
engagements  he  made  a  300  mile  detour 
in  order  to  visit  La  Paz,  the  mountain 
compound  which  houses  the 
headquarters  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers  and  the  personal  retreat  of 
Caesar  Chavez.  Camara’s  arrival 
touched  off  a  spontaneous  celebration  of 
singing,  chanting  and  applause. 

The  meeting  between  Camara  and 
Chavez  was  extraordinary:  the  first 
encounter  between  two  of  the  living 
legends  of  the  20th  century  church.  Each, 
in  his  own  way,  has  renounced  all  else 
but  the  championship  of  the 
dispossessed.  Their  visit  seemed  a 
symbol  of  the  unity  of  spirit  which  draws 
humankind  together. 

In  Los  Angeles,  Dom  Helder  had 


Accused  of  being  Communist,  he 
denies  it.  “I  am  not  a  communist;  I  am  . 
not  Marxist.  I  am  Christian.  We  need  no 
new  ideologies,  theologies  or  phi¬ 
losophies.  We  need  to  act  out  the 
Christian  insights  which  we  already 


Ministerial  candidates 
face  dramatic  changes 


Caesar  Chavez  (left)  meets  with  Dom  Camara 

addressed  one  audience  after  another  way  to  fight  communism.” 
with  the  challenge  to  begin  the  process  of 
educating  the  society  to  the  “whole 
reality”  of  the  world.  “Too  often,”  he 
said,  “the  middle  class  forgets  pockets  of 
poverty  in  this  country.  You  have  great 
cities,  buildings  and  beaches,  and  much 
to  be  proud  of,”  he  continued,  “But  you 
also  have  great  poverty  here.”  This  is  a 
wonderful  country,  said  the  Dom;  “you 
believe  in  liberty  and  justice  for  all.  But 
does  ‘for  all’  really  mean  for  all?" 

Camara  called  on  Christian  investors 
to  attend  stockholders  meetings  of  major 
international  corporations.  “I  do  not 
oppose  profits,”  he  said.  “But  Christians 
should  oppose  a  profit  if  the  price  of  the 
profit  is  the  crushing  of  peoples.  The 
question  is  one  of  values,”  he  said. 

“Profits  are  not  bad,  but  they  are  held  in 
higher  esteem  than  man.  I  seek  a  system 
which  holds  man  in  esteem.” 


“If  revolution  means  deep  and  fast 
change,”  he  said,  “then  I  am  a 
revolutionary.  If  revolution  means 
violence,  I  am  opposed  to  it.  Violence 
calls  out  more  violence.  Indeed,  we  need 
the  courage  to  act  on  our  statements  or 
the  young  will  lose  hope  and  return  to 
violence.  It  is  necessary  to  prove  to  the 
young  that  non-violence  will  work.” 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  procedure 
by  which  individuals  enter  the  ordained 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  changed  dramatically  beginning 
January  1. 

Major  features  of  the  new  process 
approved  by  the  1976  General  Conference 
include  a  greater  emphasis  on  the  role  of 
the  local  church  in  recommending 
candidates  for  the  ministry.  A 
“supervising  pastor”  on  each  district 
will  also  be  trained  to  guide  candidates 
through  a  new  style  of  experiential, 
contextual,  inductive  learning. 

The  process  actually  begins  when  an 
individual  expresses  an  interest  in  the 
ministry  and  asks  for  information.  New 
resources  are  being  developed  by  the 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  here 
including  a  50-page  paperback  book 
entitled  “The  Christian  as  Minister.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Davis,  a  staff 
member  of  the  division,  said  a  variety  of 
resources  and  materials  are  being 
planned  to  help  individuals  explore  the 
ministry  and  to  assess  their  own 
“calling,  gifts  and  graces.”  By  starting 
early,  he  said,  interested  individuals  can 
be  prevented  from  feeling  victimized  by 
premature  or  uninformed  decisions. 

The  new  materials  will  describe  the 
options  for  Christian  ministry  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church:  the  “general 
ministry”  of  all  persons  who  profess  the 
Christian  faith,  the  “diaconal  ministry” 
for  non-ordained,  full-time  workers  in  the 
church,  and  the  “ordained  ministry.” 
Included  in  the  materials  will  be  cassette 
tapes  containing  interviews  with  various 
types  of  individuals  who  are  in  ministry 
in  a  variety  of  settings. 

“We  are  trying  to  make  clear  the  lines 


of  accountability,”  Mr.  Davis  said.  “The 
fact  is  —  and  has  always  been  —  that  the 
local  church  recommends  persons  for  the 
ordained  ministry.  It  has  been  easy  for 
local  churches  to  put  that  responsibility 
off  on  a  district  committee  or  an  annual 
conference  board  of  the  ministry.” 

After  reading  “The  Christian  as 
Minister”  and  receiving  the 
recommendation  of  the  church 
conference,  the  individual  will  be 
assigned  a  “supervising  pastor"  in  his  or 
her  district  who  will  be  a  consultant  as 
the  candidate  goes  through  the 
guidebook  and  other  materials. 

The  major  import  of  the  new 
legislation  is  that  all  candidates  for  the 
ordained  ministry  will  be  required  to  go 
through  the  process  whether  or  not  they 
are  planning  to  attend  seminary  or  work 
for  a  “license  as  local  pastor.” 
Formerly,  candidates  could  take  a 
correspondence  course  through  the 
Division  offices  in  Nashville  and  receive 
a  “license  to  preach.” 


The  key  to  liberation 

Camara  told  his  audiences  that  the  role 
of  the  church  cannot  be  limited  to 
influencing  individuals.  A  good  man  is 
helpless  in  the  context  of  a  bad  system 
and  can  only  produce  evil. 

Describing  the  life  of  the  poor  in  Latin 
America,  he  reviewed  the  small  numbers 
of  the  privileged  and  the  large  numbers 
of  the  poor.  “The  gap  is  growing,” 
he  observed,  “because  wealthy  . cor¬ 
porations  see  our  countries  as  an 
investor’s  paradise.  The  two  conditions 
of  an  investor’s  paradise  are:  (1)  low 
wages  and  (2)  lack  of  protest  over  wages 
and  working  conditions.  So,  powerful 
corporations  and  local  governments 
form  an  unwritten  partnership.  Rightist 
governments  are  strengthened  in  order 
to  stifle  protest,  and  armies  are 
supported  under  the  pretext  of  fighting 
communism  and  protecting  national 
security.” 

“The  church  can  have  no  illusions 
about  communism  or  the  experience  of 
the  Russians  and  the  Chinese,  but 
creating  a  new  Nazism  cannot  be  the  best 


Liberation  theology 

According  to  Dom  Helder,  “Liberation 
is  the  great  work  of  Christ,  and  we  are  co- 
liberators  with  him.  God  wants  our 
liberation  from  sin  and  sub-human  life, 
and  two- thirds  of  the  people  on  the  globe 
now  live  in  sub-human  conditions.” 

“I  do  not  claim  to  have  solutions  to 
these  problems,  but  men  of  good  will  can 
work  for  change  and  find  the  answers.  I 
am  only  here  to  add  my  voice  to  those 
who  are  excited  about  creating  a  more 
human  and  just  world.  I  was  bom  in  a 
time  when  the  great  word  was  ‘progress.’ 
Now  the  great  word  is  ‘development.’  My 
hope  is  for  the  development  of  ‘the  whole 
man’ and  for  all  men.  . 

Farm  workers,  hearing  the  bishop  at  a 
rally  in  Delano,  understood  in  a  special 
way  the  meaning  of  his  words.  It  was 
obvious  that  his  message  was  carried  on 
their  behalf,  as  well  as  for  the  Third 
World.  For  the  Dom,  the  trip  was  equally 
meaningful;  Caesar  Chavez  and  the 
farm  workers  also  publish  tidings  of 
;ustice  and  love,  and  they,  too,  are  letters 
from  Christ. 

Mr.  Steel  is  editor  of  “ Circuit  West," 
the  TM/UMR  edition  of  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference  (formerly  the 
Southern  California- A  rizona 
Conference),  in  which  this  article  first 
appeared. 
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12  years  of  adult  courses 

Church  ministers  to  6 whole  person 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

HOUSTON  -  What  do  macrame, 
landscape  architecture  and  defensive 
drivers’  training  have  to  do  with 
ministry? 

Plenty,  say  the  folks  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC 
here  who  this  week  will  welcome  some 
1,600  students  back  to  their  classrooms. 

For  the  12th  year,  St.  Luke’s  Adult 
School  for  Continuing  Education  will  be 
helping  minister  to  “the  whole  person,” 


says  associate  pastor  the  Rev.  Joe  T. 
Zink  Jr. ,  who  administers  the  program . 

Religion  is  all  of  life  and  living,  he 
maintains.  “Wholeness  means  not  only 
relating  to  God  and  to  one  another,  but 
also  it  means  what  we  do  with 
ourselves.”  So  his  church  sees  a  further 
ministry  in  helping  people  bring  meaning 
to  their  lives  and  leisure  time. 

Each  fall  and  spring  up  to  60  morning 
and  evening  classes  in  everything  from 
handcrafts  to  yoga,  ballroom  dancing  to 
transactional  analysis,  are  offered  for 


Half  of  U.S.  Protestants  claim 
they’re  ‘born  again,’  poll  shows 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Jimmy 
Carter  has  lots  of  company  when  he  says 
he  has  been  “bom  again.” 

Every  third  American  18  and  older 
says  he  or  she  has  had  a  similar  religious 
conversion  experience,  pollster  George 
Gallup  Jr.,  president  of  the  Gallup  Poll, 
revealed  here. 

This  figure  projects  to  nearly  50  million 
“born  again”  Americans,  Mr.  Gallup 
pointed  out. 

Among  Protestants,  about  half  (51 
percent)  say  they  are  “born  again” 
Christians  and  18  percent  of  the  U.S. 
Roman  Catholics  say  they  also  have  had 
a  “born  again”  experience. 

Mr.  Gallup  reported  on  his  just- 
completed,  unpublished  survey  of  the 
evangelical  movement  in  America  at  a 
dinner  sponsored  by  the  Episcopal 
Radio-TV  Foundation  held  in  connection 
with  the  Episcopal  Church’s  General 
Convention. 

He  noted  that  much  of  the  current 
interest  in  the  evangelical  movement 
stems  from  Mr.  Carter’s  candidacy  and 
public  reaction  to  Mr.  Car*  ’•’s  public 
professions  of  personal  piety. 

Mr.  Gallup  listed  the  marks  of  an 
evangelical  or  “born  again”  Christian  as 


including  a  literal  interpretation  of  the 
Bible  and  a  belief  that  one  has  an  urgent 
duty  to  spread  the  faith  —  to  witness. 

“Four  in  10  nationwide  (38  percent), 
nearly  half  of  Protestants  (46  percent) 
and  about  a  third  of  Catholics  (31 
percent)  hold  that  the  Bible  is  the  actual 
word  of  God  and  is  to  be  taken  literally,” 
Mr.  Gallup  reported. 

“So  we  see  that  fundamentalism  is  still 
a  very  powerful  force  in  religion  in 
America.”  he  said. 

To  measure  conversion  efforts,  or 
witnessing.  Mr.  Gallup’s  pollsters  asked 
their  sample  of  the  nation’s  adults  if  they 
had  ever  tried  to  encourage  someone  to 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ  or  to  accept  Him 
as  his  or  her  Saviour. 

“A  remarkably  high  proportion 
answered  in  the  affirmative  —  47 
percent,”  Mr.  Gallup  said.  “The  figure  is 
even  higher  among  Protestants  alone.  58 
percent." 

Mr.  Gallup  said  his  findings  on  the 
evangelical  movement  “present  a  clear 
warning  to  mainline  denominations  — 
including  the  Episcopal  Church  —  which 
have  been  losing  membership  while  the 
evangelical  faiths  have  been 
experiencing  a  spectacular  growth.” 


nine  weeks  to  members  and  non¬ 
members  at  a  minimal  cost. 
Concurrently,  Bible  courses  are  offered 
free  of  charge. 

This  year  again,  Mr.  Zink  says,  one- 
third  of  the  students  are  members  of 
6,000-member  St.  Luke’s,  the  rest  from 
across  the  city.  Many  are  “perennial 
students,”  returning  again  and  again  to 
sample  the  broadranging  curriculum. 

For  some,  the  courses  are  merely  fun, 
fellowship  and  mental  stimulus.  But  for 
others,  Mr.  Zink  recalls,  they’re  actually 
therapeutic.  “Doctors  tell  us  they’ve 
actually  ‘prescribed’  the  courses,  and 
that  patients’  lives  have  taken  on  new 
direction  and  greater  meaning.” 

St.  Luke’s,  in  a  setting  of  above 
average  affluence,  has  always  felt  a 
responsibility  for  opening  its  doors  and 
its  programs  to  the  community,  he  says. 
To  help  meet  the  needs  of  individuals  for 
“fulness  of  life,”  the  church  set  up  a  task 
force  in  the  early  ’60’s  to  plan  a  program 
of  continuing  education  with  outstanding 
trained  leaders  and  a  creative  variety  of 
courses. 

Today  the  self-supporting  program  has 
an  annual  budget  of  $20,000  for  the  two 
nine-week  sessions.  A  lay  ministries  task 
force  works  with  Mr.  Zink  in  maintaining 
the  school,  and  the  Council  on  Ministries 
evaluates  th6  school  at  regular  intervals. 

Crafts  classes  are  always  most 
popular,  Mr.  Zink  told  TM/UMR.  Classes 
in  transactional  analysis  and  “victorious 
communication”  also  draw  top 
attendance.  This  year,  a  record  45 
persons  have  enrolled  in  the  morning 
Bible  series. 

“We  also  have  flops  occasionally.”  he 
noted.  “Printmaking,  for  example,  never 
did  draw  enough  enrollees  to  go  ahead 
with  the  class.  But  that’s  all  right  We 
may  offer  it  again  sometime,  and  that 
time  it  might  go.” 

The  important  thing,  he  believes,  is  to 
keep  reaching  out  with  new  opportunities 
for  people  to  grow. 
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Conference  Youth  participate  in 
“Endless  Lin  ~ 99  of  service,  activity 


Round  Grove  celebrates  100  years 


The  Round  Grove  Vacation  Church  School. 


Round  Grove  Church,  Shreveport 
recently  celebrated  its  100th 
Anniversary,  and  this  special  occasion 
was  highlighted  by  several  events  of 
importance,  according  to  the  Pastor,  the 
Rev.  James  Graham. 

Guest  pastors  included  the  Rev.  Lee 
Jennings,  of  the  Mt.  Zion  and  Johnson 
Chapel  Churches;  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Moore, 
Pastor  of  the  Bradford  Chapel  Church; 
and  the  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr., 
Pastor  of  St.  James  Church.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  former 
pastor  of  Round  Grove,  and  he  preached 


A  four  and  one-half  minute  slide 
presentation  of  the  Lafon  Home  has  been 
completed,  and  is  available  for  showing 
throughout  the  Conference.  This 
stimulating  production  carries  with  it  an 
appropriate  script  describing  the 
physical  needs  and  projected  plans  for 
the  “new”  Lafon  Protestant  Home. 

This  outstanding  color  production  was 
completed  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 

Extra  page  "tins  wefek 

This  week,  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  carries  an  extra  page  for 
your  information  and  enjoyment.  The 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  at  Ruston  is 
in  charge  of  the  extra  page,  which 
features  a  list  of  gifts  to  the  home  and 
other  material.  The  Home  is  entirely 
responsible  for  the  preparation  and 
editing  (as  well  as  the  cost)  of  the  page, 
and  we  are  pleased  that  they  use  this 
medium  of  publication.  Please  read  it. 

Other  institutions  or  interests  of  the 
church  are  invited  to  explore  the 
possibility  of  getting  their  message  to  the 
Conference  through  this  medium. 
Contact  our  office  by  letter  or  telephone 
and  we  will  be  glad  to  discuss  with  you 
the  cost  and  what  is  involved  in 
producing  an  extra  page. 


“The  Nations  of  South  Africa:  A 
Christian  Dilemma,”  provided  a  timely 
and  controversial  topic  at  Baton  Rouge 
District  fall  mission  workshops  held 
September  12  at  Istrouma  Church  and 
September  19  at  Blackwater  Church. 

Impact  of  the  study  was  augmented  by 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger’s 
negotiations  in  an  attempt  to  avert  racial 
warfare  in  southern  Africa. 

Teenagers  also  considered  the  African 
dilemma  in  special  youth  workshops 
which  were  held  only  at  the  Istrouma 
session.  The  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson, 
campus  minister  at  Southern  University, 
led  the  group  of  young  people  in  an 
amicable  discussion,  which  also  included 
discussion  of  other  issues  in  our  own 


at  the  100th  Anniversary  Service  on 
September  26. 

Also  participating  were  United 
Methodist  Women,  the  Choir,  the  Usher 
Board  and  the  Church  School,  with 
members  contributing  time  and  talent 
throughout  the  week. 

Round  Grove  is  active  in  the  life  of  the 
community,  and  witnesses  in  many 
phases  of  service.  During  the  summer 
they  held  a  highly  successful  Vacation 
Church  School,  with  more  than  55  in 
attendance.  Some  of  that  happy  number 
are  shown  here. 


Don  Conner  of  the  Public  Relations 
Department  of  South  Central  Bell,  and  is 
for  use  in  acquainting  people  of  our  state 
with  the  Home  and  what  is  needed  to 
serve  more  completely  the  aged  needy  in 
the  community. 

For  further  information  regarding 
availability  of  the  presentation,  contact 
the  Office  of  the  Bishop,  1915  American 
Bank  Building,  New  Orleans  70130. 


Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Jr. 
to  speak  in  Texas 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  Pastor  of  the 
Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge  will 
preach  at  the  Texas  Conference 
Annual  Retreat  to  be  held  at  Bryan, 
Texas  October  26-28.  This  retreat 
will  bring  together  more  than  500 
ministers  from  the  Houston  area. 

Theme  of  his  sermon,  according  to 
the  Reverend  Dr.  Haynes,  is 
“Committed  to  Christ  and  to  One 
Another.” 


country. 

Another  youth  workshop  on  “People 
and  Systems"  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
William  M.  Finin,  Louisiana  State 
University  campus  minister. 

Mrs.  Charles  McGowan  presented  the 
southern  Africa  program  at  Istrouma. 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Burks 
conducted  the  Blackwater  discussion. 

Other  program  participants  included 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas  of  Camphor 
Church;  Robert  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendent;  and  Mrs. 
Juanita  Ivie. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Titkemeyer  of 
Ingleside  Church,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  were 
chairmen  of  these  annual  workshops. 


Young  people  of  First  Church, 
Winnsboro,  were  in  charge  of  both  a 
morning  and  evening  worship  service 
recently.  Miss  Myra  Russell  spoke  on 
“Hope”  at  the  morning  service,  and  Miss 
Susan  Hollis  had  as  her  topic  “Faith”  for 
the  evening  service.  Kent  Rogers, 
another  "youth”  gave  his  thoughts  on 
“Love.”  There  was  a  covered  dish 
supper  for  the  entire  congregation,  and  a 
local  Baptist  church  furnished  the  music. 

•  *  * 

UMY  of  Lasseigne  Church  were  active 
during  the  summer.  A  large  group, 
accompanied  by  adults  of  the  church, 
made  an  1800-mile  trip  as  the  “Saints  and 
Sinners  Choir”  and  toured  Disney  World. 
Other  activities  included  recreation,  a 
Planning  Retreat,  and  service  projects. 
They  moved  into  the  Fall  session  in  “high 
gear”  and  have  many  projects  on  the 
calendar.  Bill  Goldman  is  youth 
coordinator. 

•  *  • 

Morningside  Church,  Shreveport 
reports  many  activities  of  their  MYF 
group.  They  held  a  retreat  recently, 
enjoyed  a  weekend  at  Six  Flags  over 
Texas,  and  have  been  involved  in  many 
service  projects'  in  the  community. 
Enthusiasm  runs  high  as  they  resume 
their  fall  schedule,  and  the  church 
reports  growing  attendance  and  interest 
in  youth  activities. 

*  *  • 

“The  Good  News  Singers”  of  Vivian 
Church  made  a  five-day  singing  tour  of 
South  Louisiana  during  the  summer.  The 
young  people  were  guests  in  a  number  of 
Methodist  churches,  and  also  enjoyed 
touring  the  “sights”  in  New  Orleans. 
They  were  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
adults  of  the  church,  including  the  pastor 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage  and  Mrs.  Coppage. 
Mrs.  Coppage  is  the  Director  of  the  Good 
News  Singers. 

Springhill  Youth  Choir  were  guests  of 
Vivian  Church  in  late  August,  when  they 
presented  the  Sonny  Salsbury  musical 
“Backpacker’s  Suite,”  an  expression  of 
thanksgiving  to  the  Creator  A  new  type- 
of  musical,  it  is  a  Service  of  Praise  that 
relies  on  the  scripture  as  interpreted 
through  drama,  narration  and  song.  This 
was  a  Family  Night  Program. 

*■  *  * 

Alexandria  District  young  people  had  a 
busy  summer,  and  continue  to  step  up 
their  activities  during  the  fall 
GLENMORE  youth  group  went  on  a  tour 
of  New  Orleans  .  .  .  youth  from  BOYCE 
went  to  Houston  to  the  AstroWorld  and 
other  points  of  interest .  .  .  PALESTINE 
UMYF  had  a  summer  carnival,  made  a 
trip  to  Toledo  Bend,  and  held  a  Planning 
Retreat  .  .  HORSESHOE  DRIVE  youth 
had  a  work  camp  at  Camp  Brewer,  and 
the  Junior  Highs  of  the  Church  made  a 
trip  to  AstroWorld  .  .  .  JENA  young 
people  sponsored  a  covered  dish 
luncheon,  held  a  weekend  retreat,  and 
had  many  recreational  activities  .  .  . 
PINEVILLE  young  people  had  many 
activities  and  projects  and  went  to  Caney 
Lake  with  their  Pastor,  B.  E.  Bond  and 
Mrs.  Bond  for  a  three-day  retreat.  They 
also  had  a  roster  filled  with  service  to  the 
community  .  .  .  WINNFIELD  UMYF  had 
special  activities  which  included  a 
hamburger  and  ice  cream  party  . 
TRINITY  youth  were  guests  of 
PINEVILLE  youth  for  a  special  party 
.  .  FIRST  CHURCH,  Alexandria  youth 
went  to  AstroWorld  .  .  .  OAK  GROVE- 
CAMPTI  youth  made  a  trip  to  Six  Flags 
Over  Texas.  Many  young  people  from  the 
District  also  attended  camp.  (Note:  the 
information  on  the  Alexandria  District 
was  furnished  through  the  office  of  the 
District  Superintendent. ) 

•  •  * 

The  Francis  Asbury  UMY,  Baton 
Rouge,  had  what  they  termed  a  “mostly 
fun”  five-day  trip  to  Houston  and 
Galveston,  including  AstroWorld. 
baseball  games,  NASA,  the  Battleship 
“Texas,”  and  the  beach.  Sponsors  of  the 
group  are  Wayne  and  Liz  Steward,  who 
accompanied  them. 

Munholland  Church’s  Youth  Emphasis 
Week  was  held  late  in  August,  at  which 
time  the  emphasis  was  on  the  Youth 
Program  of  the  church.  The  week 


included  nightly  recreation,  supper,  and 
a  general  program  dealing  with  many 
youth  interests  and  concerns.  A  very 
successful  week  was  reported. 

*  •  * 

First  Church,  Pineville  conducted  a 
successful  Rock-A-Thon  in  the 
Alexandria  Mall,  thanks  to  the  Junior 
and  Senior  High  UMY  groups.  This  was 
on  behalf  of  the  Cerebral  Palsy 
Foundation,  which  received  one  half  of 
the  funds  raised,  with  the  other  half 
going  to  the  youth  fund. 

First  Church,  Minden,  sponsored  a 
Senior  High  Summer  Tour  Camp  to 
Colorado  during  the  summer.  A  total  of 
25  signed  up  for  the  trip,  which  included 
many  interesting  stops  along  the  way. 
The  purpose  of  the  trip  was  "growth,” 
and  the  concensus  was  that  this  was 
achieved.  The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  is 
Pastor  of  the  Church. 

•  •  • 

Junior  Highs  of  Broadmoor  Church, 
Shreveport,  made  a  “fun”  trip  to 
AstroWorld,  where  they  enjoyed  the 
sights  and  sounds. 

•  •  * 

A  Centenary  College  senior,  enrolled  in 
the  School  of  Church  Careers,  Charles 
Wallace  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  has  been 
named  one  of  three  American  student 
members  of  the  World  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His 
election  came  at  the  recently  concluded 
World  Methodist  Conference  in  Dublin. 
Ireland,  and  is  for  a  five-year  term.  He 
attended  the  conference  as  a 
representative  of  the  School  of  Church 
Careers  at  Centenary. 

Abegail  Renee  Dixon,  of  St.  Paul 
Church,  Shreveport,  was  selected  a 
finalist  for  the  1976  “Miss  Louisiana 
Teen-Ager  Pageant”  from  a  roster  of  39. 
Contestants  were  judged  on  scholastic 
achievement,  leadership,  personality 
and  other  attributes. 

*  •  • 

AND  WORK  CAMPS:  For  the  third 
successive  year,  youth  from  First 
Church,  Slidell  took  part  in  the 
Appalachian  Service  Project  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  This  year 
they  worked  among  Spanish  Americans 
in  San  Antonio.  The  work  campers  were 
led  by  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear. 

UMYF  of  Barksdale  Church,  Bossier 
City,  labeled  their  Mission  Trip  to 
Oklahoma  “Total  Success.”  Ten  youth 
and  four  adults  made  many  needed 
repairs  at  the  Etchieson  Chapel  UM 
Church  inTallequah. 

From  St.  Timothy  Church,  Mandeville, 
comes  a  report  of  18  youth,  college  and 
adult  members  who  went  to  Jay, 
Oklahoma  to  work  with  the  Tsaliga  UM 
Church,  a  member  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Mission  Conference.  They  spent 
five  days  working  on  the  building  of  an 
Education  Building.  St.  Timothy  Church, 
barely  a  year  old,  is  already  “going  forth 
in  mission.” 

Senior  High  youth  of  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  spent  a  week  working  on  the 
Devils  Lake  Sioux  Indian  Reservation  at 
Fort  Totten,  N.D.  The  project  was 
organized  through  the  Appalachia 
Service  Project,  and  involved  26  high 
school  youth  and  six  counselors.  They 
engaged  in  a  variety  of  projects  which 
they  describe  as  “  .  .  .  everything  from 
painting  and  roofing  to  hanging 
sheetrock  and  reinforcing  a  log  cabin  to 
protect  its  inhabitants  from  the  wind  and 
snow  ...”  Governor  Edwin  Edwards 
appointed  this  group  “Ambassadors  of 
Goodwill”  from  the  people  of  Louisiana 
to  the  people  of  North  Dakota.  Lafayette 
Mayor  Kenny  Bowen  made  them  the 

Acadiana  Ambassadors"  to  the  Sioux. 
Weldon  Bares,  Youth  Director  at  First 
Church,  reports  that  the  trip  was 
financed  through  various  fund-raising 
projects.  Pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev. 
W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr. 

•  *  • 

George  McVay,  Jr.,  18-year  old 
McNeese  University  student,  injured  in  a 
rodeo  accident,  is  reported  doing  very 
well  in  a  Lake  Charles  hospital.  He  is  the 
son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  A. 
McVay.  of  Oak  Park  Church  in  Lake 
Charles. 


Do  you  know? 


That  all  pi  ofits  from  The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  will  go  to 
the  support  of  some  United  Methodist  institution  in  the  state,  or  as  the  donor 
may  designate  .  .  .  an,d  .  .  .  That  The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
is  a  service  agency  of  the  Conference  and  is  dedicated  to  helping  people  through 
our  many  Conference  supported  institutions. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana 
1010  Mid-South  Building 
Shreveport,  La.  71101 
ClydeS.  Clark,  Director 
(318)  222-8696 


Slide  production  completed 
For  Lafon  Home 


At  Istrouma  ami  Blackwater 


Baton  Rouge  District 
holds  Mission  Workshop 


Among  the  leaders  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  fall  mission  workshops  were,  from 
left:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas.  Mrs.  Charles  Titkemeyer  and  Mrs.  Kathy  Henderson, 
associate  pastor  at  Istrouma  Church 


It’s  something  to  think  about 

By  A  GUEST  WRITER 

Dennis  Sodomka  of  the  CHICAGO  DAILY  NEWS  recently  wrote  that 

“Two  or  three  martinis  a  day  probably  won’t  kill  you,  but  they  can  make  you 
pretty  sick,  according  to  a  University  of  Wisconsin  physician 

“The  problems  may  be  as  minor  as  headaches  and  diarrhea  or  as  severe  as 
irregular  heartbeats  and  high  blood  pressure,  but  they  are  all  difficult  to  cure,’  said 
Dr.  Richard  W.  Shropshire.  ‘The  greatest  handicap  is  the  drinker  doesn’t  realize  his 
problems  are  caused  by  alcohol,’  he  added 

“  ‘The  problem  is  serious,’  explained  Shropshire.  ‘Probably  no  drug  in  common 
use  in  this  country  interacts  with  more  other  chemicals  than  alcohol.’ 

“  ‘The  most  common  problems  related  to  moderate  drinking  from  two  to  six 
drinks  a  day  are  headaches,  insomnia,  and  irritability.’  Unfortunately,  many 
drinkers  don’t  know  their  discomfort  is  caused  by  alcohol  and  they  often  take 
another  drink  ‘to  feel  better.’ 

“  ‘Drinkers  who  are  irritable  and  can’t  sleep  often  ask  their  doctors  for 
tranquilizers,  drugs  which  may  interact  with  alcohol,’  Shropshire  explained.  If  a 
physician  prescribes  these  drugs  without  knowing  the  patient’s  regular  alcohol 
intake,  the  combination  may  make  the  person  sicker. 

“  ‘Moderate  drinking  may  also  cause  more  serious  illnesses  which  previously 
were  thought  to  be  caused  only  by  chronic  alcoholism,’  said  Shropshire  ‘High  blood 
pressure  and  irregular  heart  beats  were  recently  linked  with  regular  consumption 
of  as  little  as  two  to  four  drinks  a  day.’ 

“Other  serious  problems  that  may  result  from  regular  alcohol  intake  include 
pneumonia  and  disorders  of  the  stomach,  pancreas,  and  liver,  he  said. 

“Shropshire  said  such  complications  make  alcohol  the  third  greatest  killer  in  the 
United  States.” 

It’s  something  to  think  about,  isn’t  it? 


Bethel  Church  opens  new  addition 


The  new  social  hall  of  the  Bethel 
Church  on  the  Downsville  Charge, 
Ruston  District,  was  officially  opened  on 
September  19.  The  occasion  was  marked 
by  special  services  with  the  former 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Clyde  Averett 
preaching.  A  dinner  on  the  grounds 
followed 


The  addition  to  this  small  church,  with 
a  membership  of  40,  is  a  real 
accomplishment.  The  structure  cost 
$11,000.00.  with  donations  of  materials 
and  labor  amounting  to  another  $9,000.00. 
Bethel  Church  is  congratulated  for  their 
outstanding  efforts. 


Shown  at  Bethel 
Church  are  ( l-r ): 
Ed  Thomas.  Ruston 
District  Superin 
tendent:  Frank 

Jones,  Church  Lay 
Leader :  Clyde 

Averett.  speaker 
and  former  pastor  ; 
and  James  Ailor, 
Pastor. 


New  Orleans  District  Annual  Meeting 
to  be  held  at  Rayne  Memorial 


United  Methodist  Women  from  the  44 
organized  units  in  the  New  Orleans 
District  will  come  together  on  October  10 
(3-5  P.M.)  at  Rayne  Memorial  Church 
for  their  1976  Annual  Meeting.  President 
Ruth  G.  (Mrs.  George  W.,  Jr. )  Carter  has 
extended  an  invitation  to  all  UMW  to  be 
on  hand  for  this  event. 

Indications  are,  according  to  Mrs. 
Carter,  that  this  will  be  another 
outstanding  spiritual,  educational  and 
informative  experience  in  the  life  of  the 
District. 

Theme  of  the  meeting  is  “A 
Community  of  Women  in  A  Nation  under 
God,”  and  Program  Chairman  Mrs. 
Robert  E.  Eggerton  has  worked  with  a 
committee  to  build  the  program  around 
the  purpose  and  needs  of  local  women. 


Two  prominent  United  Methodist 
women  will  serve  as  guest  speakers. 
They  are  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan, 
former  Conference  President  and  also  a 
former  member  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Women’s  Division.  The  other 
speaker  is  Mrs.  Lois  Kohler,  Women’s 
Division  staff  member  located  in  the 
Nashville,  Tenn.  office.  Mrs  Kohler’s 
topic  will  be  “How  and  Why  the  Women’s 
Division  Functions  As  It  Does." 

All  persons  planning  to  attend  are 
asked  to  pre-register  with  their  local 
UMW  President,  so  that  registration  can 
be  expidited  A  large  attendance  is 
expected.  Rayne  Church  serving  as  host, 
has  extended  a  cordial  “Welcome"  to 
everyone  attending 


Andy  Foreman  leads 


Spiritual  Emphasis  Week 


at  First  Church,  Slidell 


The  Rev.  Andy  Foreman,  Conference 
Evangelist,  recently  completed  a  highly 
successful  Spiritual  Emphasis  Week  at 
First  Church,  Slidell. 

Following  the  week  115  persons 
committed  themselves  to  small  growth 
or  study  groups,  including  Edge  of 
Adventure,  Adult  Confirmation  Classes, 
Family  Forum  and  Ten  Brave 


Christians.  There  was  also  enthusiastic 
response  to  Mr.  Foreman’s  song  services 
as  well  as  his  spirited  preaching. 

Robert  Harrell,  Chairman  of  the 
Evangelistic  Work  Area,  was  in  charge 
of  arranging  this  special  Spiritual 
Emphasis  event.  Phil  Woodland  is 
Pastor  of  the  church,  and  Willis  Dear  is 
Associate. 


Andy  Foreman,  in  this  photograph,  shares  with  Willis  Dear  his  enthusiasm  for 
jogging.  During  his  four  days  in  Slidell,  Foreman  preached  eight  times,  ran  18  miles 
and  was  not  “winded"  by  either  feat! 
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Where  I  experienced  ‘the  church’ 


...i/i  on  inner 
city  mission 

By  ROSANNA  STREETY 
One  day  a  week,  to  worship  Him,  I 
attend  a  beautiful,  vital  Methodist 
Church  situated  in  an  affluent 
suburban  neighborhood.  One  day  a 
week,  to  honor  Him,  I  serve  as  a 
volunteer  at  an  ecumenical  mission 
situated  close  to  the  declining 
downtown  area  of  the  city. 

1  have  experienced  “the  church” 
and  felt  its  touch  when  church 
members  have  shown  their  love  and 
concern  during  an  illness.  I  have 
heard  its  song,  seen  its  vision  and 
tasted  its  wine  on  the  lips,  in  the  eyes 
and  from  the  hearts  of  those  whom 
we  serve  at  the  mission,  and,  in, 
greater  measure,  from  my  co¬ 
workers  there. 

One  day  recently,  a  dilapidated 
car  pulled  up  to  the  mission  door.  In 
it  were  a  woman,  a  man  and  several 
towheaded  children.  They  were  in 
route  home  from  somewhere  and 
they’d  spent  all  their  money  on  car 
repairs.  They  needed  gas  to  go  on 
their  way.  After  arranging  for  a  fill¬ 
up  at  a  nearby  gas  station,  serving 
them  hot  coffee  and  providing  some 


food  that  could  be  eaten  in  the  car. 
we  were  ready  to  bid  them  farewell 

The  woman  stood  in  the  doorway 
looking  at  us  bemusedly  as  her 
husband  extended  his  thanks.  "I 
hope  you  don’t  mind  my  asking.” 
she  said,  “but  what  kind  of  a  place  is 
this  anyway?" 

Spontaneously  the  answer  came 
as  I  glanced  around  me  at  my 
Baptist.  Lutheran,  Catholic  and 
Presbyterian  friends.  “This  is  the 
church,"  I  answered. 

Mrs.  Streety  is  a  member  of  the 
Trinity  UMC  in  Beaumont.  Texas. 

...in  the  direction 
set  by  parents 

By  DORA  J.  LA  FLAMME 

For  Easter  1914,  mama  made  me 
a  flowered  dress.  She  told  me,  “This 
will  be  your  ‘joining  church’ 
dress— if  you’re  joining  the  church. 
Are  you,  DoFa?" 

“I  guess  so  if  you  and  papa  want 
me  to.  I  like  to  sit  by  grandpa  and 
hear  the  music.” 

“Don’t  you  understand  the 
sermons?” 

“Sometimes,  part  of  them.” 

“Dear,  I’m  not  sure  you  should 
join  at  age  eleven,  but  papa  says 


you’ll  be  turned  in  the  right 
direction.” 

Amidst  the  Easter  lilies,  I  stood  at 
the  altar  and  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Los  Gatos,  California. 

Arriving  home,  I  found  on  the 
dining  table  a  small  black  leather- 
bound  Bible  with  a  thumb  index.  On 
the  flyleaf  papa  had  printed. 
“Easter,  April  12,  1914.  To  our  little 
girl  Dora,  from  mama  and  papa.” 

When  mama  came  into  my  room 
that  night,  she  asked  me  to  open  my 
Bible  to  First  Corinthians,  the 
thirteenth  chapter. 

Mama  said.  “I  was  about  your  age 
when  my  mother  asked  me  to 
memorize  this  chapter  because  her 
mother  had  asked  her  to  do  it.  Now, 
daughter,  I’m  asking  you  to  learn  it 
by  heart.  Your  Bible,  the  St.  James 
version,  speaks  of  faith,  hope  and 
charity.  My  Bible  reads  faith,  hope 
and  love.  If  you  always  follow  what 
this  chapter  says,  you’ll  be  art 
excellent  church  member.” 

As  I  look  back  over  sixty-one  years 
since  Easter  Day.  1914, 1  realize  that 
although  I  have  at  times  been 
intrigued  by  detours,  I  have  stayed 
in  “the  right  direction.” 

Mrs.  La  Flamme  is  a  member  of 
First  UMC  ir^Palo  Alto,  California. 
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Here  I  Stand 


America  and  Christianity 


By  GEORGE  GARDNER  HILL 

I  am  a  particularly  fortunate 
American.  As  a  child  I  frequently  visited 
relatives  in  Washington,  D.C.;  when  I 
was  in  my  early  teens,  my  indulgent 
grandparents  gave  me  the  run  of  the  city. 
Whenever  the  baseball  team  was  not  in 
town.  I  went  to  the  United  States  Senate. 
At  the  age  fourteen  I  was  corresponding 
with  Senators.  My  family  gave  me  much 
interpretation  of  our  government  and  I 
acquired  what  I  still  think  is  a  healthy 
attitude  —  reverence  for  our  form  of 
government  and  irreverence  for  the 
people  who  happen  to  be  running  it  at  any 
given  time. 

My  senior  year  in  high  school  I  had  a 
fine  teacher  in  “Problems  in 
Democracy”  and  got  a  great  deal  from 
the  class  because  I  had  "been  to 
Washington.” 

Years  later,  when  I  learned  what  the 
Christian  faith  is  all  about,  and  saw  that 
it  fits  the  facts  of  human  nature  like  a 
glove,  I  also  saw  that  a 
democratic/republican  government 
(small  “d”  &  “r”)  is  in  accord  with 
Christian  truth.  Such  government 
contributes  to  human  well-being  because 
it  is  as  realistic  about  human  nature  as 
other  forms  (dictatorship,  for  instance) 
are  not. 


Our  form  of  government  rests  on  two 
truths:  ( 1 )  Every  person  is  precious ;  (2) 
Every  person  is  a  sinner.  The  first  means 
that  no  person  or  group  can  be  simply 
written  off  or  used  as  an  instrument  ;  the 
second  means  that  no  person  or  group 
can  be  trusted  with  unchecked  power 
over  others.  The  temptations  to  sin  are 
particularly  strong  on  people  in 
government,  so  the '  basic  political 
problem  is  to  restrain  government  from 
oppressing  its  own  people. 

So,  in  what  I  believe  was  one  of  the 
most  creative  political  acts  of  all  time, 
our  American  forebears  established  our 
system.  I  see  these  as  its  important 
principles: 

( 1 )  There  must  be  checks  and  balances 
—  tension  between  three  equal  branches 
of  government,  and  between  government 
and  other  power  centers  in  society. 

(2)  Law  and  order  must  particularly 
apply  to  government.  It  is  important  that 
citizens  obey  the  law;  it  is  even  more 
important  that  government  obey  the  latv. 

(3)  The  private  citizen  is  supreme.  The 
president  is  not  a  king;  he  is  my 
employee,  and  so  is  everybody  else  in 
government. 

(4)  The  government  is  not  God. 
Conscience  is  to  be  respected;  no  citizen 
is  to  be  compelled  to  do  what  he 


considers  wrong. 


George  Hill 


(5)  The  government’s  job  is  to  be  on  the 
side  of  the  little  guy.  The  wealthy, 
powerful,  and  popular  will  be  taken  care 
of  in  any  case;  government  need  not 
press  their  interests. 

I  think  these  principles  are  in  great 
danger,  not  because  our  office  holders 
are  evil  (though  like  most,  they’ll  take  all 
the  power  from  us  that  they  can  get  away 
with).  We  are  in  trouble  because  so  many 
Americans  don’t  really  care  about  these 
things. 

I  don’t  think  God  is  automatically  on 
America’s  side.  But  I  must  admit  I  think 
His  will  was  discerned  in  a  special  way 
by  the  people  who  gave  us  our  form  of 
government.  We  have  a  responsibility  to 
keep  it  working  the  way  it  is  supposed  to 
work. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMC,  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  cpntributor.  the  Rev. 
George  Gardner  Hill,  is  pastor  of  the 
East  Avenue  UMC  in  Norwalk.  Conn. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  “Here  I  Stand," 
TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


Editorials 


The  UMC,  Coke  and  Taylor  Wines 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


If  the  Coca  Cola  company  purchases 
Taylor  Wines  company  (see  TM/UMR, 
Oct.  1),  should  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  sell  its  stock  in  Coca 

Cola? 

That  decision  may  hinge  on  whether  or 
not  the  Board  judges  this  acquisition  to 
make  Coca  Cola  “deeply  involved  in  .  .  . 
the  promotion,  manufacture  and/or  sale 
of  alcoholic  beverages.”  The  Board  has  a 
policy  prohibiting  such  holdings. 

We  believe,  however,  that  a  decision 
based  on  an  interpretation  of  what 
constitutes  “deeply  invovled”  would 
skirt  the  main  issue:  should  our  church 
be  involved  in  any  supportive  way  with 
,  the  alcoholic  beverage  industry? 

The  sale  of  church  holdings  to  protest 
acts  of  corporate  irresponsibility  —  such 
as  a  corporation  helping  to  bolster  the 
white-dominated  economy  in  South 
Africa  —  has  become  an  accepted 
practice.  We  believe  this  type  of  practice 
can  be  a  faithful  witness  to  Christ’s  Word 
in  the  world. 


Such  protest  actions  are  largely 
symbolic,  however,  and  are  valuable 
primarily  to  the  extent  that  they  arouse 
public  opinion  regarding  the  issues  which 
are  involved.  No  large  corporation  is 
going  to  stand  or  fall  as  the  result  of  a 
church  group’s  decision  to  dispose  of  its 
stock. 

Taylor  Wines  is  one  small  part  of  a 
huge  industry  whose  products  result  in 
untold  havoc  and  grief  in  the  lives  of 
people  in  this  country.  Such  socially 
destructive  results  must  be  recognized 
even  by  persons  who  approve  of  social 
drinking. 

If  Coca  Cola  purchases  Taylor  Wines, 
we  believe  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
should  dispose  of  its  Coke  shares,  and 
make  this  symbolic  decision  known  as 
widely  as  possible.  It  should  be  made 
clear  to  all  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  does  not  support  the  alcoholic 
beverage  industry  —  “barely,” 
“deeply,”  or  in  any  other  way 


It’s  time  to  take  a  stand  for  the  handicapped 


An  insight  from  the  past 


I  am  not  afraid  that  the  people  called 
Methodists  should  ever  cease  to  exist 
either  in  Europe  or  America.  But  I  am 
afraid,  lest  they  should  only  exist  as  a 
dead  sect,  having  the  form  of  religion 
without  the  power.  And  this  undoubtedly 
-Will  be  the  case,  unless  they  hold  fast 
both  the  doctrine,  spirit  and  discipline 
with  which  they  first  set  out. 

How.  then,  is  it  possible  that 
Methodism,  that  is,  the  religion  of  the 
heart,  though  it  flourishes  now  as  a  green 
bay  tree,  should  continue  in  this  state? 
For  the  Methodists  in  every  place  grow 
diligent  and  frugal;  consequently,  they 
increase  in  goods.  Hence  they 
proportionately  increase  in  pride,  in 
anger,  in  the  desire  of  the  flesh,  the 
desire  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life. 


So,  although  the  form  of  religion 
remains,  the  spirit  is  swiftly  vanishing 
away. 

Is  there  no  way  to  prevent  this  —  this 
continual  declension  of  pure  religion?  We 
ought  not  to  forbid  people  to  be  diligent 
and  frugal:  we  must  exhort  all  Christians 
to  gain  all  they  can,  and  to  save  all  they 
can;  that  is,  in  effect,  to  grow  rich!  What 
way  then,  (I  ask  again)  can  we  take,  that 
our  money  may  not  sink  us  to  the 
nethermost  hell?  There  is  one  way,  and 
there  is  no  other  under  heaven.  If  those 
who  “gain  all  they  can,”  and  “save  all 
they  can,”  will  likewise  “give  all  they 
can,”  then,  the  more  they  gain,  the  more 
they  will  grow  in  grace,  and  the  more 
treasure  they  will  lay  up  in  heaven. 

—John  Wesley 


To  the  Editor : 

I  am  writing  you  on  your  article  about 
Ruth  Knapp  and  the  handicapped 
(TM/UMR,  Sept.  24). 

What  about  the  man  or  woman  who 
works  for  thirty-five  or  forty  cents  an 
hour  while  others  are  making  three  or 
four  dollars  an  hour  for  the  same  job  — 
but  are  told  they  cannot  work  for  higher 
pay  elsewhere  because  they  are 
handicapped? 

Did  you  know  that  most  laws  requiring 
a  free  public  education  have  a  clause  that 
exempts  handicapped  children  in  the 
U.S.?  Close  to  60%  of  these  children  are 
denied  the  educational  programs  they 
need.  One  million  of  these^  children  have 
been  excluded  entirely  from  public 
school. 

Isn't  it  time  we  took  a  stand  and  did 
something?  Ear|  Brackett 

San  Pedro,  California 

We  neeil  more  than  pity 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  interested  in  the  article  “Woman 
leads  fight  for  rights  of  the  disabled” 
(TM/UMR,  Sept.  24). 

As  a  pastor  on  disability,  I  have  found 
very  little  help  from  the  church  in 
rehabilitation.  A  sympathy  card  sent  to 
me  expresses  pity  about  my  condition  of 
limitation.  The  impression  is  given: 
“You  are  getting  your  pension  —  what 
more  do  you  want?”  The  message,  to 
accept  this  handicap  as  God’s  will,  is  that 
a  person  should  be  satisfied  with  and 
resigned  to  the  state  of  life  as  given. 
When  you  get  to  heaven  you  will  not  need 
your  wheelchair;  a  new  body  will  be 
given. 

Some  of  these  elements  do  exist  within 
our  faith.  Yet  life  continues  here  for 
decades,  anc^some  kind  of  help  ought  to 
beavailable.  IrvinA  Lepien 

Turtle  Lake,  Wisconsin 


Welcome  to  First  11MC,  Naples;  200  editions  exceeded 


With  this  issue  the  First  UMC  in 
Naples.  Florida,  begins  a  weekly  local 
church  edition  of  TM/UMR,  whereby  its 
news  is  published  in  combination  with 
conference  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  every  member  family. 

First  Church,  Naples,  which  is  in  the 
Florida  Conference,  has  a  subscription 
list  of  500. 

This  church  edition,  along  with  three 
which  started  last  week,  bring  TM/UMR 
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Amen  to  Moon  expose 

To  the  Editor : 

I  just  read  Rev.  Rod  Saunders’  “Here  I 
Stand”  contribution,  “  ‘Unification 
Church’  should  be  exposed  as  a  religious 
‘rip-off’  ’’  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  17),  and  I 
want  to  add  my  response. 

I  say  “Amen!”  to  Rev.  Saunders’ 
article.  He  has  obviously  been  dealing 
with  this  cultic  group  on  the  front  line  of 
battle  and  knows  of  their  “fruits.” 
Christians  need  to  be  warned  of  the  evils 
of  this  heresy  and  its  ways  —  not  only  so 
they  can  be  avoided,  but  so  we  as  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  can  minister  to 
these  young  people  who  have  been  lied  to 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


to  another  milestone:  for  the  first  time 
more  than  200  different  local  church  edi¬ 
tions  are  being  produced  each  week. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Naples,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/UMR  edition  informative  and  that 
you  will  feel  free  to  join  with  other 
readers  in  contributing  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  and  other  forms  of  feedback. 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  who 
have  brought  TM/UMR  to  its  present 
place  of  service  in  the  church,  we  say 
again:  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM/UMR." 


The  rumor  that  won’t  die , 
and  one  to  take  its  place 


The  “rumor  that  won’t  go  away” 
apparently  still  hasn’t. 

Well-meaning  Christians  across  the 
nation  are  continuing  to  shell  out  postage 
stamps,  time  and  energy  and  wage  battle 
against  a  non-existent  petition  to  end 
religious  programming  on  television. 

According  to  Vincent  Mullen,  a 
secretary  of  the  Federal  Communication 
Commission  (FCC),  more  than  4.25 
million  letters  and  petitions  have  been 
received  in  what  is  rapidly  becoming  the 
sorriest  hoax  to  be  perpetrated  on  and  by 
Christians  in  recent  history. 

If  we  count  only  the  expense  of  postage 
stamps  —  leaving  out  stationery, 
mimeograph  costs,  and  the  time  expense 
charged  at  both  ends  of  the  protest  — 
Christians  have  spent  a  minimum  of 
$552,500  in  two  years  to  chase  a  shadow. 
And  Mr  Mullen  says  the  letters  continue 
to  pour  in. 

Although  the  pseudo-issue  has  been 
discounted  repeatedly  by  the  FCC.  and 
although  the  religious  press  (including 
TM/UMR)  has  devoted  considerable 
space  to  exposing  the  fraud,  it  seems 
many  persons  still  believe  the  following: 
That  a  petition  (RM2493)  is  pending 
before  the  FCC  to  outlaw  religious 
broadcasting  on  television.  That 
nationally-known  atheist  Madalyn 
Murray  O’Hair  has  gathered  27,000 
signatures  on  a  petition  in  support  of  the 
ban  That  Mrs.  O’Hair  has  been  granted 
a  federal  hearing  to  oppose  such 
broadcasting 

None  of  it  is  true.  There  is  no  such 
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Bud  Herron 

petition.  No  hearing  has  been  requested. 
In  fact,  at  my  request,  FCC  officials 
recently  went  through  their  entire  docket 
of  petitions  to  be  considered  in  the  future 
and  could  find  no  material  “even 
remotely  related”  to  religious 
broadcasting  “in  any  way." 

There  was  a  petition  at  one  time  known 
as  “RM2493.”  It  was  filed  about  two 
years  ago  by  ttvo  California  men  who 
were  seeking  a  “moratorium”  on 
religious  broadcasting  on  “public 
service”  (free,  not  commercial) 
television.  The  FCC  denied  that  request 
in  early  summer  of  1975  —  in  fact  the 
FCC  refused  to  even  hear  the  request. 

In  spite  of  the  facts,  however,  the 
rumor  lives.  More  money  and  time  is 
wasted  on  it  every  day  and  once  again  I 
have  to  use  this  space  (paid  for  by  your 
subscription )  to  refute  the  whole  matter. 

But  while  it  may  be  too  late  to  get  back 
the  half  a  million  dollars  Christians  have 
wasted  on  the  hoax,  it’s  not  too  late  to 
make  things  better.  If  you  wasted  your 
time  and  money  writing  to  the  FCC,  I 
urge  you  to  drop  a  dollar  in  an  envelope 
addressed  to  “World  Hunger  Fund. 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New 
York.  10027."  (If  you  weren’t  duped,  send 
the  money  anyway.) 

People  are  starving  around  the  world 
— spread  that  rumor.  I  hope  someday  I 
can  write  a  column  similar  to  this  one 
saving  it’s  just  not  a  fact. 

-BUD  HERRON 


Moon,  his  teachings,  his  self- 
proclaimed  divinity,  his  belittling  of  our 
Saviour  and  his  ties  with  the  government 
of  South  Korea,  make  one  frightfully 
aware  of  John’s  description  of  the  Anti- 
Christ.  Thanks  for  the  article. 

William  P.  Wyatt  Jr. 
Perry  Hall,  Maryland 

Ritualism <  em  otionalism 

are  foreign  to  Jesus'  nay 

To  the  Editor: 

Reading  of  an  emotionally  disturbed 
young  woman  beating  her  baby  to  death 
in  an  exorcism  rite  sent  shivers  down  my 
spine. 

Some  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  replacing  worship 
with  ritualism.  Footwashing,  speaking  in 
tongues,  looking  ever  for  the  Rapture 
and  exorcism  are  a  few,  to  say  nothing  of 
members  taking  on  the  very  grave 
responsibility  of  the  role  of  “healer.” 

It  grieves  me  to  hear  other 
denominations  labeled  as  tools  of  Satan, 
not  only  by  some  of  the  laity,  but  the 
clergy  as  well. 

If  one  is  truly  humble,  one  stoops  to  the 
lowly  tasks  at  hand.  Cutting  the  toenails 
of  an  elderly  person,  bending  over  to  pick 
up  an  injured  child,  being  a  friend  to  the 
friendless  and  misguided  in  society. 
These  are  the  things  that  Jesus  did.  All 
these  things  can  be  done  without  show  or 
fanfare. 

The  truly  dangerous  aspect  of  this 
highly  emotional  type  practice  is  the 
anointing  of  persons’  heads  and  the 
declaration  that  they  are  healed.  The  oil 
is  harmless  enough,  but  if  someone  is  ill 
and  does  not  seek  proper  medical  help,  it 
is  criminal. 

My  belief  is  that  religion  should  be 
patterned  on  Matthew  7;  it  is  a  very 
personal  thing  between  you  and  God.  If 
you  are  not  recognized  as  a  Christian, 
without  flaunting  it,  there  is  something 
am*ss-  Lucille  Hendershot 

South  Houston,  Texas 
(<i  t  It  o  lie  ism  assessm  en  t 
is  on  target 
To  the  Editor: 

"Catholicism  is  hope  for  poor" 
( TM/UMR,  Sept.  24 ) .  quoting  Keith  Pohl, 
may  well  offend  some,  but  much  of  what 
he  says  is  on  target. 

I  also  differ  with  numerous  Roman 
Catholic  Church  positions  on  social  and 
theological  issues,  but  this  past  summer 
leading  a  campus  ministry  Latin 
American  study  seminar  provided  some 
eye-opening  experiences.  The  truth  is 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  are  delivering 
the  word  of  liberation  theology  to  much 
of  the  oppressed  Third  World,  and  that 
word  is  taking  hold. 

Methodists  may  learn  from  one  of  our 
own.  Jose  Miquez  Bonino.  whose  “Doing 
Theology  in  a  Revolutionary  Situation” 
(Fortress  Press,  1975)  is  insightful  —  and 
inciteful  —  theology  for  our  time. 

After  all.  it  is  the  community  of  faith 
and  hope.  Catholic.  Protestant  or 
unlabeled,  that  holds  power  and  promise 
for  the  poor.  When  the  church  becomes 
the  community,  “brand  names"  will  be 
unimportant. 

Ed  Hoffman 
Goleta,  California 

Help  for  the  hospitalized 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  recommend  use  of  the 
brochure  "Strength  for  Hospital  Days” 
published  by  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Global 


Ministries.  This  16-page  brochure 
contains  a  devotion  on  each  page  that 
begins  with  a  verse  of  scripture,  a  brief 
meditation,  and  a  prayer. 

I  used  this  brochure  when  I  was  active 
and  made  hospital  visits  in  person.  Now 
that  I  am  disabled  and  inactive,  I  send 
copies  of  it  by  mail  to  people  in  the 
hospital.  The  brochure  costs  15t  each, 
$11.00  for  100  copies,  and  may  be  secured 
from  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York, 
N.Y. 10027. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  share  this 
information  with  others.  I  know  the  best 
way  to  pass  it  on  is  through  TM/UMR. 

Lindbergh  Stephens 
Mountain  View,  Missouri 

We  ARE  the  church 

To  the  Editor : 

I  want  to  ‘  tell  you  how  much  I 
appreciated  Mr.  Dunnam’s  article  on  the 
cathedrals  which  he  visited  in  Europe 
(TM/UMR,  Sept.  24).  Especially  liked 
what  he  said  about  his  preference  for  a 
group  of  people  filled  with  the  love  of  God 
•over  the  silent  grandeur  of  a  sparsely 
filled  gothic  cathedral/museum. 

People  within  whom  the  Spirit  of  God 
dwells  are  the  real  church  —  and  I  like 
what  Bill  Gaither  sings  in  a  song  entitled, 
“The  Church  Triumphant.”  It  says,  in 
part,  “Let  the  church  be  the  church.” 


This  is  what  we  really  are,  whether  we 
realize  it  or  not,  or  are  dedicated  or  not. 
For  wherever  we  are,  or  whatever  we 
are  doing,  as  Christians,  we  represent 
Christ  and  His  church.  It  is  a  wonderful 
experience  to  worship  the  Lord  together, 
and  to  go  out  and  “be  the  church”  in 
every  area  with  which  we  are 
confronted.  Through  Christ  we  can  truly 
have  a  living  faith,  and  our  church 
building  will  be  a  house  of  prayer. 

I  think  TM/UMR  is  an  important 
instrument  in  informing  and  inspiring 
people.  May  the  Lord  enrich,  guide  and 
strengthen  all  of  us  to  be  a  greater  part  of 
His  church! 

Marie  Adams 
Morton,  Texas 

Ministers'  wives  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

The  book  review  of  “Underground 
Manual  for  Ministers  Wives”  (TM/UMR, 
Sept.  3)  was  excellent.  My  daughter  is  in 
that  category,  and  although  I  have  never 
heard  a  complaint,  I  have  seen  her  in 
about  every  situation  in  the  book  —  good 
and  unpleasant.  Believe  me,  there  are 
plenty  of  both  kinds.  They  have  three 
beautiful  children  (my  grandchildren). 
No  one  had  better  say,  “That’s  a 
preacher’s  kid,”  with  a  tone  of  reproach. 
They  never  got  a  parking  ticket  or  a 
speeding  ticket  or  a  jail  sentence  or  any 
of  the  “bad,  bad”  things  that  the  average 
so-called  Christian  gets  (and  brags  about 
talking  the  cop  out  of).  But  if  they  did,  we 
would  hear,  "That’s  a  preacher’s  kid.” 

I  have  lived  67  years  and  have  seen 
ministers  (and  wives)  reduced  to  tears. 
Personally,  I  believe  they  have  as  much 
right  to  “hold  their  own”  as  anyone  in 
business.  The  ministry  is  an  important 
business  —  one  that  will  never  go 
bankrupt;  stockholders  are  secure  and 
the  pension  plan  holds  over  until  and  into 
eternity  with  God.  This  is  farther  than 
Social  Security.  At  death,  a  Social 
Security  recipient’s  spouse  receives  $258 
for  funeral  expenses. 

Ministers’  wives,  I  salute  you!  You  are 
the  salt  of  the  earth. 

Mildred  R.  Neal 
Slippery  Rock,  Pennyslvania 
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GUATEMALA  — American  churchpersons  and  Guatemalans 
work  side  by  side  as  they  build  cement  block  homes  to  replace 
the  thousands  destroyed  in  a  Feb.  4  earthquake.  The  Ufiited 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  channeled  thousands  of 


dollars  and  hundreds  of  skilled  volunteers  to  Central  American 
and  Caribbean  nations  to  aid  rehabilitation  under  natural 
disasters.  (See  stories  below.) 

PHOTO:  J.H.  HAINES 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

When  busy  professionals  drop  what 
they’re  doing  and  go  off  for  the  first  time 
to  lend  a  hand  in  Guatemala  —  or 
Nicaragua,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Panama,  or 
wherever  disaster  struck  —  chances  are 
they’ll  go  again  sometime. 

More  than  300  short-term  volunteers 
have  answered  the  call  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1976  alone,  to  take 
their  skills  to  these  nations  as  they  dig 
out  and  rebuild.  For  some,  this  year’s 
two-to  four-week  work  stint  is  just  one  of 
a  series. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR),  says  its  director,  Dr.  J. 
Harry  Haines,  relies  heavily  on 
volunteers  with  identifiable  skills:  block 
masons  and  doctors,  demolitions  experts 
and  agriculturists,  dentists  and  building 
contractors,  to  aid  in  relief  efforts. 


UMCOR  is  building  a  talent  bank  of  such 
persons  and  now  has  350  on  call. 

Right  now  the  need  is  for  more  block 
masons,  Dr.  Haines  told  TM/UMR  last 
week.  Fourteen  have  already  put  in  two 
or  three  weeHs  helping  Guatemalans 
rebuild  their  homes.  Fifteen  more  are 
needed  over  the  next  three  months. 

Meanwhile,  the  denomination's 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  has  picked  up 
on  the  efforts  of  several  annual 
conferences  there  to  make  work  teams 
available  as  they  are  needed.  South 
Carolina  conference,  for  example,  has 
sent  an  estimated  150  persons  to  Central 
America  and  Caribbean  countries,  says 
Dr.  Michael  Watson,  of  Bamburg.  Dr. 
Watson  himself  is  responsible  for 
recruiting  nearly  100  doctors  for  medical 
relief  and  training,  according  to  Dr. 
Haines. 

Dr.  Watson,  a  10-year  member  and 


Church  response  enables 
long-term  Guatemala  relief 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  A  “much  better  than 
expected”  response  by  United 
Methodists  to  the  latest  Central 
American  disaster  —  a  Feb.  4 
earthquake  in  Guatemala  —  has  enabled 
the  denomination  to  pour  long-term  relief 
into  that  nation. 

Materials  for  some  26,000  homes  have 
been  founded  through  the  United 
Methdoist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  according  to  Dr.  J.  Harry 
Haines,  UMCOR  executive.  Dr.  Haines’ 
“Guatemala  update”  for  TM/UMR  last 
week  also  reported  these  measures 
underway: 

•  an  entire  Guatemala  City  community 
being  rebuilt  with  500  permanent  homes, 
a  $450,000  project  begun  Oct.  1 ; 

•  shipment  of  four  steel  pre  fabricated 
schools,  engineers  to  head  construction 
crews,  and  plans  to  purchase  15  or  20 
more  schools; 

•  $50,000  just  released  to  re-equip  a 
children’s  nutrition  center  in  the  rural 
highlands ; 

•  a  series  of  food  development  projects 
to  teach  new  agriculture  methods  in 
reconstructed  villages ; 

•  recruitment  of  short-term  U.  S. 
volunteers  with  needed  skills  to  work  and 


train  workers  in  devastated  areas  (see 
related  story). 

Reconstructipn  of  the  500-home 
community,  Dr.  Haines  said,  will  take 
place  at  the  rate  of  five  cement  block 
homes  a  day.  Under  a  plan  which 
constitutes  a  “first”  for  UMCOR,  home- 
owners  agree  to  repay  materials  costs  of 
$650  each  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  a 
month  for  five  years  —  funds  which  will 
then  become  available  for  other  UMCOR 
aid  projects  on  the  same  basis. 

More  schools  will  undoubtedly  be 
needed,  he  reported.  Eighty  schools  were 
destroyed  by  the  earthquake  in  the  El 
Progresso  district  of  the  country  alone. 

The  church’s  efforts  have  all  been  in 
response  to  specific  requests  by  the 
churches  in  affected  areas,  he  said. 
UMCOR  responded  almost  immediately 
after  the  disaster  occurred  with  $10,000  to 
buy  blankets  for  victims,  and  has 
continued  to  meet  needs  both  directly 
and  through  Church  World  Service,  the 
ecumenical  relief  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  earthquake,  measuring  7.5  on  the 
Richter  scale,  took  an  estimated  death 
toll  of  nearly  10,000  persons  and  left  more 
than  100,000  persons  homeless. 


medical  consultant  for  the  general  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  keeps  in  touch  with 
hospitals  in  affected  areas  with  the  help 
of  a  ham  operator’s  license  and  arranges 
medical  teams  accordingly.  Ninety 
percent  of  all  doctors  go  entirely  at  their 
own  expense,  he  estimates. 

“Some  of  our  volunteers  keep  going 
back  year  after  year,”  Dr.  Watson  told 
TM/UMR.  ‘‘The  church,  and 
churchpersons,  respond  overwhelmingly 
to  genuine  need.  Once  they  see  it,  they 
keep  responding.” 

So  says  another  BGM  member,  Dr. 
Doyle  Ellis,  Vincennes,  Ind.,  who  has 
recruited  at  least  35  dentists  and  dental 
surgeons  in  the  past  two  years,  primarily 
to  work  in  Haiti.  Dr.  Ellis,  among  the 
“repeaters”  in  the  program,  will  be  back 
in  Haiti  for  two  weeks  next  month. 
Dentists  go  in  teams  of  three  for  two 
week  periods  every  three  months. 

Spending  a  month’s  vacation  working 
is  “what  I  really  enjoy,”  says  Frank 
Tunglen,  a  Los  Angeles  engineer  who 
went  to  Guatemala  in  May  to  help  design 
structural  repairs  for  churches,  schools 
and  homes  in  the  villages. 

Furthermore,  he  says,  “I  sometimes 
think  if  we  just  had  enough  compassion, 
that  would  go  a  long  way  toward  curing 
conflicts  and  making  a  friendly  world. 
Maybe  this  can  be  my  small  contribution 
to  world  peace.” 

Mr.  Tunglen  says  he  would 
undoubtedly  go  again.  “People  are  so 
very  much  needed.  At  least  half  the  U.S. 
church  funds  going  to  Guatemala  are 
United  Methodist  —  but  the  people  aren’t 
proportionate.”  Training  in  building 
know-how  is  a  vital  part  of  rebuilding  in 
that  nation,  he  believes. 

James  E.  Cobble,  a  semi-retired 
building  contractor  from  Knoxville, 
Term.,  admits  there  are  frustrations  in 
short-term  volunteer  service.  Language 
created  difficulty  for  his  team,  which 
conducted  "on-the-job  training”  in 
carpentry  and  block  masonry.  Ahd  lack 
of  continuity  created  “a  lot  of  wasted 
motion.”  He  would  like  to  see  each 
volunteer  team  headed  by  a  professional 
who  stays  there  as  long  as  six  months 
and  assign  workers  more  quickly  and 
efficiently. 

Why  did  he  go?  “My  son  says  Dad 
made  up  for  a  lifetime  of  sin  in  a  couple 
of  weeks!”  he  laughed.  “I  doubt  that.  But 
it  was  a  contribution  I  could  make  and  a 
wonderful  experience  besides.” 
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School  prayer  makes  comeback 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

BOSTON  —  School  prayer  is  an  old 
issue  getting  some  fresh  kicks  in  the 
presidential  campaign  and  in  the  courts 
here: 

•  A  three-judge  federal  panel  in  Boston 
recently  upheld  the  constitutionality  of  a 
Massachusetts  law  prescribing  a 
moment  of  “silent  meditation  or  prayer” 
in  public  schools. 

•  The  Republican  Party  platform 
endorsed  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
permit  local  communities  to  conduct 
“non-sectarian  prayers”  in  public 
schools. 

While  both  have  to  do  with  prayer  in 
public  schools,  United  Methodist  opinion 
is  divided  on  whether  both  involve  the 
same  church-state  issues. 

The  Massachusetts  statute  was 
adopted  in  1966  after  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
rulings  against  prayer  in  public  schools. 
The  law  first  provided  for  a  period  of 
meditation,  but  was  amended  in  1973  to 
allow  for  meditation  ‘  or  prayer.”  The 
Framingham,  Mass.  School  Committee 
was  the  first  to  implement  the  law  last 
February. 

The  pastor  of  Framingham’s  First 
UMC,  the  Rev.  John  Ambler,  and  his 
wife,  were  one  of  eight  sets  of  parents  to 
sign  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusett’s  (CLUM)  challenge  to 
the  law. 

“People  immediately  think  one  is 
opposed  to  prayer,  but  that  is  not  the 
issue.”  Mr.  Ambler  told  TM/UMR.  “I 
would  hope  children  would  pray  on  the 
way  to  school  and  in  school  as  they  are 
led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  as  individuals.” 
The  issue  is  government  interference  in 
religion,  he  maintains. 

He  said  the  school  committee  is 
“infringing  on  First  Amendment  rights” 
when  it  orders  children  to  be  silent  and 
meditate  or  pray.  “The  children  are 
already  a  captive  audience;  the 
government  has  no  right  to  direct  when 
they  should  meditate  or  pray.  The 
proper  place  for  formal,  group  prayer  is 
in  the  home,  church  or  synagogue,  and 
not  in  the  school.” 

“Meditation  is  really  a  euphemism  for 
prayer  —  a  ‘foot-in-the-door’  or  end-run. 


An  enforced  ‘moment  of  silence’  is  just  a 
way  of  getting  around  enforced  prayer, 
which  is  unconstitutional,”  he  said. 

Since  the  federal  court  ruling,  state 
school  officials  have  begun  to  enforce  the 
law  in  all  of  Massachusett’s  365  cities. 

John  W.  Roberts,  executive  director  of 
CLUM  had  said  before  the  court  ruling 
that  “daily,  mandatory  observance  of  a 
period  of  prayer  or  meditation  is  a 
coercive  program  which  should  have  no 
place  inthe  life  of  a  public  school.” 

But  Judge  Frank  J.  Murray,  who  wrote 
the  unanimous  opinion,  stated  that  the 
Framingham  school  committee 
guidelines  “do  not  advance  or  inhibit 
religion  or  coerce  any  student  in 
participating  in  any  activity  which 
infringes  his  liberty  or  conscience  or 
interferes  with  his  free  exercise  of 
religion.” 

Judge  Murray  stated  that  the  First 
Amendment  of  the  U.S.  Constitution 
should  be  read  with  the  understanding 
that  the  United  States  is  a  nation  whose 
“heritage  is  religious  and  whose  people 
in  large  measure  adhere  to  a  variety  of 
religious  beliefs.” 

The  court  further  stated;  “The  1973 
amendment  (to  the  state  law)  is  framed 
in  the  disjunctive  and  the  statute  as 
amended  permits  meditation  or  prayer 
without  mandating  the  one  or  the  other.” 

“Thus,  the  effect  of  the  amended 
statute  is  to  accommodate  students  who 
use  the  minute  of  silence  for  prayer  or 
religious  meditation,  and  also  other 
students  who  prefer  to  reflect  on  secular 
matters.” 

Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State  (AU),  a  non-profit 
educational  organization  takes  a  position 
close  to  the  court. 

“AU  has  no  objection  to  a  ‘moment  of 
silence.’  We  are  not  contesting  it  in  any 
way  in  any  state,”  said  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Leigh  Gunn,  AU  executive  director  who 
is  also  a  U.M.  minister. 

“As  long  as  students  are  not 
specifically  instructed  to  use  the  time  in 
a  particular  way  or  told  they  must  pray, 
we  have  no  objection.”  He  added,  “It 
would  do  us  all  good,  and  especially 
students,  to  have  a  moment  of  complete 
silence." 


Black  leadership  stunted 

Official  claims  i open  itineracy ’  is  not  a  fact 


Have  compassion  —  will  travel, 
volunteers  aid  many  disaster  areas 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  Black  leadership 
development  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  being  stunted  by  bishops  and 
district  superintendents  who  limit  black 
ministers  to  appointments  in  black 
churches,  according  to  the  executive 
secretary  of  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
(CRR). 

Dr.  Woodie  W.  White,  during  an 
interview  with  TM/UMR  between 
business  sessions  of  the  commission  he 
heads,  said  here  last  week  that  “so  far 
the  commitment  to  open  itineracy  just 
hasn’t  been  there  (in  most  annual 
conferences  He  said  that  until  such  an 
“open  intineracy”  becomes  a  fact  in 
United  Methodism,  recruitment  of  black 
pastors  will  be  difficult  and  a  general 
leadership  void  will  exist  in  the 
predominately  black  structures  of  the 
church. 

“There  have  been  strides  toward 
racial  inclusiveness  at  the  national  level 
of  the  church  in  some  annual 
conferences,”  Dr.  White  said,  “but  the 
closer  you  get  to  the  local  church  the  less 
inclusive  we  are.”  He  said  many  blacks 


have  grown  discouraged  about  their 
future  in  United  Methodism  and  feel  like 
“visitors"  in  their  own  denomination. 

He  said  merger  of  the  former  Central 
Jurisdiction  (which  was  all  black)  with 
the  majority  white  church  “was 
necessary”  but  so  far  “hasn’t  worked." 
(That  merger  process  began  nearly  a 
decade  ago  and  was  completed  in  1972. ) 

With  merger.  Dr.  White  said,  blacks 
placed  “their  trust"  in  the  white  insti¬ 
tution.  Now,  after  living  through  the 
years  since  that  merger,  many  blacks 
wonder  if  the  negative  results  don't 
outweigh  the  positive,  he  said. 

Among  the  negative  results  of  merger 
he  listed :  (1)  A  loss  of  “the  sense  of  being 
the  majority.”  (2)  A  loss  of  "the  kind  of 
fellowship  our  meetings  and  structures 
gave  us”  when  they  were  uniquely 
designed  for  blacks.  (3)  Less  interest  in 
the  local  church  toward  involvement  in 
church  activities  outside  of  the 


congregation.  (4)  Much  less  attraction  of 
youths  and  laypersons  to  camp 
programs,  rallies  and  other  similar 
activities  outside  the  local  church. 

At  the  same  time,  he  said  merger  was 
a  gain  for  the  black  church  in  several 
ways:  (1)  It  was  a  victory  for  “self- 
determination”  after  years  of 
segregation  imposed  by  the  white 
church.  (2)  The  black  church  became 
structurally  a  part  of  the  whole  church 
for  the  first  time.  (3)  An  avenue  was 
gained  through  which  to  challenge  all  of 
United  Methodism  to  inclusiveness. 

Overall,  he  said,  there  was  no  choice 
but  to  merge  because  "inclusiveness  is 
the  way  society  must  go  and  the  way  the 
church  must  go. 

“Now  our  task  is  to  find  ways  to  deal 
with  the  variety  of  needs  among  ethnic 
minority  congregations,”  Dr  White  said. 
“So  far  merger  hasn’t  worked.  We  have 
to  make  it  work,” 


Peace  women 
threatened 

BELFAST  -  “Betty  Williams  is  a 
traitor”  is  just  one  of  many  scrawls 
daubed  on  roads  and  walls  in  this 
city’s  Catholic  Andersonstown  area  — 
part  of  a  campaign  being  mounted 
against  Northern  Ireland’s  women  of 
peace. 

Principal  targets  are  Betty 
Williams,  32-year-old  mother  of  two, 
and  Mairead  Corrigan,  an  aunt  of  the 
three  Maguire  children  killed  when  a 
terrorist  car  crashed  into  them  during 
a  fight  with  British  troops.  After  the 
children’s  deaths  the  two  women 
joined  with  others  to  help  found  the 
Northern  Ireland  women’s  peace 
movement. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  terrorists 
to  set  fire  to  Mrs.  Williams’  house, 
another  woman  peacemaker  had 
stones  thrown  through  her  window, 
and  a  third  was  told  her  husband's 
business  would  be  burned  down. 

Announcing  plans  to  come  to  the 
U.S.  to  renew  their  appeal  to  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  stop  sending  money  to 
Northern  Ireland,  the  women  remain 
undaunted.  “The  fight  for  peace  goes 
on,”  said  Miss  Corrigan. 


6 Ground  rules’ set 
for  affirmative  action 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  —  United  Methodism’s 
,  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
(CRR)  last  week  began  putting  “teeth” 
into  a  monitoring  and  review  program 
the  commission  hopes  will  make 
“affirmative  action”  in  the  employment 
practices  of  the  general  church  a 
standard. 

Working  behind  a  mandate  passed 
down  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference  in  May,  the  commission 
approved  a  four-page  procedure  paper 
which  sets  the  ground  rules  under  which 
racial  and  ethnic  inclusiveness  will  be 
judged  within  13  general  agencies  and 
boards  of  the  church. 

Although  “affirmative  action”  has 
been  a  stated  policy  of  the  church  since 
1972,  the  commission’s  paper  represents 
the  first  approach  at  an  external  check 
on  how  individual  agencies  and  boards 
are  doing  in  following  the  policy. 

The  paper  states  the  intent  of  the 
commission  to  “review  the  personnel 
practices  and  policies”  of  the  13 
agencies  as  they  relate  to  (a) 
recruitment,  (b)  employment,  (c) 
promotion,  (d)  advancement,  (e) 
retention,  (f)  retrenchment  and  (g) 
dismissal  of  all  employees,  including  the 
support  staff,  the  program  (executive) 
staff  and  the  administrative  staff. 

Each  general  board  and  agency  is 
required  by  the  commission  to  “have  a 
written  affirmative  action  plan  in  which 
the  agency  shall  state  clearly  its  policy 


6  Autocycle’  gives  tiny 
church  school  new  push 


Strenuous  objections  are  raised, 
however,  to  the  Republican  platform 
plank  endorsing  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  permit  localities  to 
conduct  non-sectarian  prayer  in  public 
schools. 

Mr.  Gunn  said  that  would  put 
government  squarely  in  the  business  of 
religion,  and  he  accused  politicans  of 
“foolish  demagoguery”  and  of  “playing 
to  the  crowd  on  an  emotional  issue.” 

President  Ford’s  assertion  in  the  New 
Hampshire  primary  that  he  was  going  to 
bring  God  back  into  the  classroom  was 
“arrogant”  on  two  counts,  the  AU  official 
said.  First,  that  he  could  order  God 
around  and,  second,  that  God  isn’t 
already  in  the  classrooms. 

Persons  interviewed  after  the 
Republican  convention  by  “Newscope,” 
the  U.M.  national  weekly  newsletter 
made  these  comments : 

Dr.  Paul  A.  Mickey  of  Duke 
University,  head  of  the  theology  task 
force  for  the  evangelical  “Good  News” 
group,  said,  "The  only  difference 
between  the  kind  of  prayer  this 
(Republican)  platform  seeks  to 
introduce  and  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  is 
that  one  is  done  with  your  eyes  open  and 
the  other  with  them  closed  ...  I  think  it 
does  violence  to  the  Constitution  and  to 
the  rights  of  individuals.” 

“Prayer  in  school  seems  harmless  to 
nice,  middle-class  Protestant  folk.  But 
the  problem  is  that  in  a  pluralistic 
culture  such  prayers  would  constitute  a 
gross  insensitivity  to  persons  of  minority 
faiths  or  attitudes.  Frankly,  I  don’t  know 
what  a  non-sectarian  prayer  would  be.  I 
think  it’s  a  contradiction,”  said  the  Rev. 
Judy  Weidman,  Nashville  higher  educa¬ 
tion  executive. 

The  Democratic  platform  does  not 
include  a  plank  on  school  prayer  or  a 
prayer  amendment.  Jimmy  Carter’s 
public  statements  indicate  his  strong 
support  for  church-state  separation,  a 
basic  doctrine  of  his  own  Baptist  faith. 
He  said  in  a  speech  in  Elizabeth,  N.J.,  in 
June  that  he  favors  the  Supreme  Court’s 
1960s  rulings  banning  mandatory 
religious  exercises  in  public  schools, 
according  to  an  AU  report  on  the 
candidates. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

HALL  SUMMIT,  La.  —  Effective 
church  schools  come  in  all  sizes  —  even 
one  as  small  as  that  at  Hall  Summit 
UMC,  here,  which  got  an  extra  push 
recently  from  a  vehicle  known  as 
“Autocyle.” 

Average  Sunday  attendance  at  the 
small  rural  church  is  30  —  not  an  easy 
number  to  work  a  church  school  around, 
noted  the  new  pastor’s  wife,  Kathy 
Finnell,  in  a  conversation  last  spring 
with  Louisiana  conference  council 
director,  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton.  Any 
suggestions? 

Why  not  try  “Autocycle?”  Mr.  Branton 
asked.  The  “self-moving”  method,  using 
learning  centers  and  learn-at-your-own- 
speed  techniques,  was  developed  some 
years  ago  in  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  and  has  spread  fairly  widely 
across  the  church.  “But  we’d  certainly 
had  no  experience  with  it,”  Mrs.  Finnell 
recalls. 

The  upshot  at  Hall  Summit  was  a  four- 
week  unit  on  Christian  stewardship  using 
centers  and  bringing  all  30  persons 
together  in  an  intergenerational  learning 
experience.  Participants,  who  ranged 
from  a  nine-year-old  boy  to 
grandparents,  progressed  each  week 
through  their  choices  of  six  centers: 
audio-visual,  Bible  bowl,  creative 
thinking,  drama,  gaming  and  self- 
expression. 

A  ten-  to  15-minute  sharing  time  at  the 
end  of  each  session  gave  both  students 
and  teacher-facilitators  a  chance  to 
share  and  reinforce  what  they’d 
experienced. 

Attendance  held  up  well,  Mrs.  Finnell 
told  TM/UMR,  and  feedback  was 
generally  positive.  A  few  younger  people 
had  trouble  choosing  among  the  centers. 


she  said,  and  one  boy  exclaimed,  “What 
have  they  done  to  Sunday  School?”  Older 
adults  on  the  other  hand,  were  most 
enthusiastic.  One  said,  “It  got  us  out  of 
old  ruts  and  into  a  new  way  to  use  the 
church  school  hour.” 

Mrs  Finnell,  who  led  a  five-person 
task  force  in  developing  the  series,  plans 
another  round  of  ‘ ‘Autocycle”  soon.  In  a 
church  as  small  as  Hall  Summit,  where 
membership  has  dwindled  along  with  the 
community’s  population,  such 
innovations  can  “really  help  get  the 
church  school  going  again,”  she  believes. 
Furthermore,  the  intergenerational 
experience  not  only  made  sense,  but  “it 
was  fun,  too.” 


on  equal  opportunity  and  affirmative 
action.”  The  commission  will  then 
review  the  policy  annually  and  present 
needed  changes  to  the  agency. 

Secondly,  the  new  program  requires 
all  national  boards  and  agencies  to 
“furnish  an  annual  report”  on 
recruitment,  employment,  transfers, 
promotions  and  terminations  “by  race 
and  by  department.” 

Finally,  the  commission  will  carry  out 
an  “on-site”  review  each  year  to  see  first 
hand  the  affirmative  action  program  of 
each  board  and  agency 

Any  agency  which  does  not  comply 
with  affirmative  action,  as  judged  by  the 
commission,  will  be  reported  to  the 
denomination's  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

Blacks  fear 
shut  out  from 
bishop  ranks 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  —  Black  United  Methodists 
are  concerned  that  ministers  from  their 
ranks  will  be  shut  out  of  the  episcopacy  in 
the  future  because  of  what  they  see  a*  a 
trend  toward  “finding  a  place  that  will 
accept  a  black  bishop  before  trying  to 
elect  one.” 

Dr.  Woodie  W.  White,  executive 
secretary  of  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  said 
"blacks  are  concerned  that  in  some 
jurisdictions  black  bishops  can  only  oe 
elected  if  some  area  agrees  first  to  take 
that  bishop.” 

He  said  that  situation  did  not  appear  co 
exist  in  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
during  recent  elections  he  witnessed 
there,  but  that  “there  are  strong 
indications”  some  other  jurisdictions 
follow  the  practice.  (Dr.  White  was  a 
candidate  for  bishop  in  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction,  but  withdrew  his  name 
early  in  the  balloting.  Bishop  Edsel 
Ammons,  a  black,  was  elected  later  in 
the  proceedings.) 

“If  it  is  policy  in  some  jurisdictions  to 
get  the  okay  of  an  episcopal  area  before 
electing  a  black  bishop,”  Dr.  White  said, 
“that’s  a  sad  commentary  on  our 
church.” 


‘ Casinos-No  Dice’ 

TRENTON  (RNS)  —  A  campaign  to 
defeat  the  proposed  amendment  to 
allow  casino  gambling  in  New  Jersey 
was  launched  here  by  a  coalition  of 
religious  groups  including  United 
Methodists  and  spearheaded  by  the 
New  Jersey  Council  of  Churches. 

The  coalition  plans  to  denounce  the 
gambling  proposal  from  church 
pulpits  across  the  state  and  to  issue 
leaflets  bearing  the  slogan,  “Casinos- 
No  Dice.”  A  suit  will  be  filed  in 
Superior  Court  in  an  effort  to  prevent 
the  proposal  from  appearing  on  the 
Nov.  2  ballot. 

A  similar  anti-gambling  campaign 
led  by  the  religious  coalition  is  largely 
credited  with  the  overwhelming 
defeat  of  a  casino  gambling 
referendum  in  the  state  two  years 
ago. 


You’re  looking  at  a  black  page 
in  our  history. 

We  need  more  of  them. 

And  the  way  to  get  them  is  by  giving  black  youth  the 
chance  to  develop  their  inner  strengths. 

That’s  the  aim  of  the  12  black  colleges  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

And  it  requires  millions  of  dollars  every  year. 

But  a  solid  education  is  still  the  best  way  to  mine  the 
precious  gold  in  a  young  mind. 

It’s  our  place  to  provide  the  right  environment.  Even  if 
what  we  can  give  amounts  to  only  one  brick  in  a  building. 
That  brick  will  serve  as  a  stepping  stone  for  a  student’s 
higher  education. 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  help  please  contact 
the  pastor  administrative  board  of  your  church,  or  write 


The  Black  (College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
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Top  spiritual  leaders? 
Editors  choose  four 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  Who  are 
America’s  “greatest  spiritual  leaders"? 
Editors  of  seven  Christian  publications 
have  agreed  on  four  possibilities. 

The  “four  more  for  Rushmore"  are 
18th  century  theologian  and  preacher 
Jonathan  Edwards,  19th  century  Roman 
Catholic  Cardinal  James  Gibbons  and 
two  20th  century  figures:  theologian 
Reinhold  Niebuhr,  who  died  in  1971,  and 
civil  rights  leader  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr. .  assassinated  in  1968. 

Mt.  Rushmore  in  South  Dakota  is  a 
massive  monument  to  four  U.S. 
Presidents. 

Cooperating  in  the  selection  were 
editors  of  the  “Lutheran,”  magazine  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  America ; 
'“A.D..”  United  Presbyterian  Church 
and  United  Church  of  Christ;  the 
“Disciple,”  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ);  the  “Episcopalian," 
“Presbyterian  Survey,”  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States;  “Church 
Herald,”  Reformed  Church  in  America; 
and  “U.S.  Catholic,"  Claretian  Fathers. 

A  September  article  in  the  seven 
publications  says  the  quartet  was  chosen 
"not  as  great  Americans,  but  as  great 
•Christians  whose  dedication  to  the  love 
and  justice  of  God  shows  that  what  it 
takes  to  make  America  great  is 
Americans  willing  to  serve  others.” 

“This  was  not  an  act  of  worship, 
idolatry  of  mere  remembrance,”  the 
article  says,  “it  was  instead  a 


rededication  to  the  spiritual  seeds  of  this 
republic  and  to  those  who  planted  them. 
Their  lives  and  thoughts  were  not 
selected  as  new  commandments  or  new 
faces  to  be  carved  in  stone,  but  as  moral 
directions  written  in  our  hearts  as  we  go 
through  this  wilderness  as  the  people  of 
God.” 

Jonathan  Edwards’  emphasis  in  his 
writing  and  preaching  was  a  translation 
of  Christian  teaching  into  what  he  called 
“the  practice  and  business  of  life."  His 
insistence  on  virtuous  living  and  more 
than  nominal  faith  brought  him  into 
controversy  with  those  he  ministered  to 
in  New  England  during  and  following  the 
First  Great  Awakening. 

Cardinal  James  Gibbons,  son  of  Irish 
immigrants,  was  a  major  spokesman  for 
Roman  Catholicism  in  response  to 
attacks  by  exponents  of  “nativism.”  A 
leader  of  efforts  to  Americanize  the  U.S. 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  he  founded 
Catholic  University,  Washington.  D.C. 

Reinhold  Niebuhr’s  theology  of  “neo- 
Orthodoxy”  or  “Christian  realism”  has 
heavily  influenced  American  social  and 
religious  thought.  He  taught  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  City 
from  1928  until  1960 

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  a  Progressive 
National  Baptist,  received  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  in  1964  for  his  civil  rights 
leadership.  He  founded  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference  in  1957. 
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BERKELEY.  Calif.  —  Bill  Trampleasure  and  his  son,  Lee,  hold  the  flags  display 
he  used  this  summer  to  promote  global  interdependence  to  his  fellow  citizens  across 
■  the  country.  (See  story  below.) 


Flag  lowering  spreads 
world  community  message 


Bv  KATHLEEN  SMITH 

BERKELEY.  Calif,  -  Bill 
Trampleasure.  a  member  of  Epworth 
UMC  here,  has  given  his  country  a 
Bicentennial  gift.  Traveling  by 
Greyhound  bus  from  coast  to  coast,  he 
donated  three  weeks  of  his  summer 
■vacation  to  communicating  the 
importance  of  global  interdependence  to 
his  fellow  citizens. 

To  illustrate  his  message.  Mr, 
Trampleasure  devised  a  colorful 
ceremony  which  he  calls  a  world  flag 
lowering  to  demonstrate  “the  need  to 
lower  national  sovereignty  claims 
beneath  the  higher  human  sovereignty 
claims  of  the  whole  world  community.” 

With  a  running  commentary,  he  lowers 
a  platform  containing  a  full  array  of 
miniature  flags  of  the  member  nations  of 
the  United  Nations,  leaving  the  U.N.  flag 
standing  above  the  others  atop  a  small 
globe 

This  year,  beginning  on  Flag  Day 
in  Berkeley’s  Provo  Park,  Mr. 
Trampleasure  performed  flag  lowerings 
in  13  locations  across  the  nation.  At  a 
lowering  in  Philadelphia  across  from  the 
Liberty  Bell,  a  band  unexpectedly  played 
“The  Impossible  Dream.”  In  New  York 


City  at  the  U.N.  Building,  he  had  an 
audience  of  one:  Lillian  Okun,  or  “O  K. 
U.N.”  as  Mr.  Trampleasure  interpreted 
her  last  name.  “It  was  a  beautiful  day  — 
a  hopeful  day  when  you  knew  God  was 
with  you,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Trampleasure  discovered  his  flags 
were  a  good  attention  getter.  As  he  was 
carrying  them  down  the  hall  to  the 
Senate  Office  Building  in  Washington, 
D.C..  a  woman  spotting  them  started 
humming  “God  Bless  America.”  He 
stopped  her  and  explained  the  meaning 
the  flags  had  for  him,  and  as  she 
continued  down  the  hall  she  was  singing 
“He’s  Got  the  Whole  World  in  His 
Hands.” 

After  a  final  stop  in  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
to  pay  his  respects  to  Martin  Luther 
King,  the  47-year-old  letter  carrier  for 
the  Berkeley  post  office  headed  home. 
But  he’ll  continue  to  share  his  message  — 
hopefully  moving  from  drumming  up 
business  on  street  corners  to  meeting 
with  people  who  are  already  getting 
together  to  “sell”  world  community. 

A  longer  version  of  this  article  by  Mrs. 
Smith  appeared  in  the  California-Nevada 
edition  of  TM/UMR. 


New  World  missioners  arrive 
to  preach  in  U.S.  churches 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Twenty-nine 
Methodists  from  17  countries  are  in  the 
United  States  during  October  for  the 
third  series  of  "New  World  Missions” 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  Bishops’ 
Committee  for  World  Evangelism  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 


The  first  series  early  in  1975  involved 
46  persons  from  19  countries.  Later  in  the 
same  year  a  second  series  brought  75 
persons  to  the  U.S.  from  22  countries. 

Following  a  week  of  orientation  in 
Nashville  Sept.  28-Oct.  1,  the  visitors  will 
each  participate  in  three,  one-week 
missions  in  44  of  the  73  United  Methodist 
annual  (regional)  conferences.  The 
missioners  will  speak  at  local  church 
events,  at  civic  and  community 
functions,  and  at  a  variety  of  ecumenical 
gatherings. 

The  New  World  Mission  program 
reverses  the  tradition  of  sending 
evangelists  from  the  U.S.  to  other 
countries.  “These  missions  allow  many 
people  to  hear  the  Gospel  from  another 
cultural  perspective  for  the  first  time'." 
said  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  director  of 
the  program. 

Countries  represented  by  the  1976 
visitors  will  be:  Nigeria,  England. 
Philippines.  Finland.  Australia.  Wales. 
Rhodesia.  Singapore.  Liberia,  Korea. 
Fiji.  Norway.  Sri  Lanke  (Ceylon). 
Argentina.  India  sierra  Leone  and  the 
Tonga  Islands. 


7  llore  I  Dream'  opens  with  Kings  unending 

NEW  YORK  —  Coretta  Scott  King  and  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Sr.,  widow  and 
father  of  slain  civil  rights  leader  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  attended  the  opening- 
night  performance  of  play  based  on  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner's  life  and  words. 

New  York  theater  critics  were  generally  enthusiastic  about  Billy  Dee  Williams' 
portrayal  of  Dr.  King  in  the  new  Broadway  production,  “I  Have  A  Dream.”  William 
A.  Raidy  of  the  Long  Island  Press  wrote  that  the  actor  “offers  a  sincere  and  moving 
portrayal  of  the  great  civil  rights  leader  without  any  pretention  of  imitating  the 
man,  either  in  physical  appearance  or  voice.” 
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Theologian  of  ‘ hope ’  speaks 


Tensions  in  ‘Gospel’  life 


BETHLEHEM,  Pa  (RNS)  -  Dr. 
Juergen  Moltmann,  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  the  University  of 
Tuebingen  and  author  of  “Theology  of 
Hope,"  described  several  tensions  found 
in  “the  life  worthy  of  the  Gospel”  in  a 
lecture  at  Moravian  Theological 
Seminary,  where  he  received  an 
honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degree. 

In  the  lecture,  entitled  “Messianic 
Lifestyle,”  Dr.  Moltmann  listed  “the 
tensions  between  prayer  and  faithfulness 
to  the  earth,  between  meditation  and 
political  struggle,  and  between  the  piety 
of  transcendence  and  the  piety  of 
solidarity.” 

He  declared  that  “when  we  endure 
these  tensions,  when  we  faithfully  per¬ 
severe  through  these  tensions,  then  the 
fragments  of  our  life  will  also  begin  to  be 
illuminated  and  will  become  signs  of  the 
lively  hope.” 

Describing  tensions  between  prayer 
and  faithfulness  to  the  earth.  Dr. 
Moltmann  said  that  “life  in  the 
community  of  Christ  leads  us  always 
deeper  into  the  life  of  the  world.  The 
more  intensely  one  loves  the  earth,  the 
more  acute  is  one’s  sensitivity  to  the 
injustice  which  human  beings  inflict  on 
each  other,  their  forsakenness  and  their 
self-destruction." 

He  cited  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  German 
Luthem  theologian  executed  by  the 
Nazis,  as  a  Christian  whose  “life,  his 
resistance,  his  hope,  and  finally  his  death 
are  an  example  of  that  lifestyle  which  is 
lived  in  the  field  of  tensions  between 
praying  and  remaining  faithful  to  the 
earth.” 

Examining  tensions  between 
contemplation  and  political  action,  the 

Student  aid  tightens 


theologian  asserted  that  “only  a 
transcendental  meditation  without  an 
object  can  lead  to  flight  from  life.  The 
Christian  meditation  is  not  transcen¬ 
dental;  it  is  at  the  core  always 
meditation  on  the  cross  and  the 
resurrection.  It  has  Christ  as  its  object  — 
it  encounters  Him  as  One  who  stands 
over  against  the  meditator.” 

According  to  Dr.  Moltmann, 
“meditation  and  liberating  love  for  the 
various  realms  of  life  complement  each 
other  and  lead  us  even  more  deeply  into 
the  community  of  Christ.  The  Christian 
lifestyle  arises  in  the  field  of  tension 
between  the  silence  of  contemplation  and 
the  passion  of  love  for  the  life  and  the 
freedom  of  others.” 

With  regard  to  tensions  between  the 
piety  of  transcendence  and  the  piety  of 
solidarity,  he  said  that  they  “are  two 
sides  of  Christian  life  which  we  must  hold 
together.  If  they  are  separated,  the  new 
life  in  hope  is  destroyed  and  made 
hopeless.” 

Dr.  Moltmann  commented  that  “what 
we  hear  today  of  the  behaviour  of  many 
Christians  in  Korea  is  an  impressive  sign 
of  the  messianic  lifestyle  which 
combined  evangelization  with  political 
resistance  to  evil,  experience  of  the 
living  Christ  with  the  community  of  His 
sufferings.” 

The  theologian  stressed  that 
"Christians  are  witnesses  —  witnesses  of 
the  Gospel,  of  the  love  and  the  freedom  of 
Christ.  Christians  are  not  judges  of  their 
fellow  Christians  and  their  contem¬ 
poraries.  God  alone  is  the  judge, 
and  we  are  nothing  but  His  witnesses 
in  His  trial  with  the  world.” 


Crisis  hits  loan  fund 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  student  aid  program  —  oldest 
of  its  kind  in  the  country  —  is  facing  an 
unprecedented  crisis  due  to  a  record 
number  of  students  asking  for  financial 
assistance. 

“The  demand  for  loans  is  simply 
outstripping  the  supply  of  money  at  a 
time  of  the' year  when  families  need  help 
the  most,"  explained  Dr.  Esther  Ed¬ 
wards,  head  of  the  denomination's 
scholarship  and  loan  program  here. 

Short  of  a  small  miracle,  she  said  all 
loan  applications  will  have  to  be  rejected 
beginning  in  mid-October  through  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  Funds  come 
primarily  from  the  annual  United 
Methodist  Student  Day  offerings  usually 
taken  by  local  churches  in  June. 

All  student  aid  officials  are  being 
deluged  with  applications  this  year  in 
record  numbers.  Dr.  Edwards  reports. 
She  attributes  the  increase  to  a 
combination  of  the  inflation  pinch  felt  by 
families  and  educational  institutions  and 
a  growing  awareness  of  the  various  types 
of  financial  aid  available. 


United  Methodist  students  receiving 
loans  from  the  fund  are  not  require^  to 
attend  denominational  schools,  although 
half  do. 

Scholarships,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
restricted  to  students  attending  United 
Methodist  schools. 

The  loan  fund  is  especially  critical  for 
students  attending  United  Methodist 
schools,  she  said,  because  the  average 
cost  of  education  is  at  least  $1800  more 
than  at  a  comparable  four-year  public 
school  which  is  tax  subsidized. 

Dr.  Edwards  expressed  concern  that 
the  Student  Day  offering  which  feeds  the 
loan  fund  has  not  increased  significantly 
for  several  years  and  has  never  reached 
the  goal  established  for  it  by  General 
Conference.  In  1975  the  total  was 
$267,000.  The  goal  for  both  years  was 
$600,000.  With  the  same  goal  for  1976,  Dr. 
Edwards  said  only  $161,000  had  been 
received  through  August. 

“The  present  crisis  could  be  averted  if 
every  local  church  did  nothing  more  than 
designate  a  communion  offering  for 
student  loans." 


Choristers  boost  childrens ’  choirs 


By  EILEEN  B.  SAUNDERS 

GARLAND,  Tex.  —  Developing 
Christian  character  through  children's 
choirs  will  continue  to  be  the  main 
objective  of  the  Choristers  Guild, 
spokespersons  of  the  fast  growing 
organization  announced  at  the  annual 
stockholders  and  Board  of  Directors 
meeting.  Stockholders  met  for  the  first 
time  in  the  new  headquarters  office  here 
Sept.  27-29. 

The  9,500  member  guild,  which  is  non- 
denominational,  developed  out  of  the 
need  seen  by  Ruth  Krehbiel  Jacobs  and 
her  husband  Leslie  Jacobs  in  1949  for  a 
center  of  information  and  inspiration  for 
directors  of  children’s  choirs. 

Starting  as  a  one  woman  operation  on 
Mrs.  Jacob’s  kitchen  table  in  Memphis, 
Tenn. ,  the  Guild  now  employs  a  staff  of  20 
persons,  operates  with  a  budget  of 
more  than  one-half  million  dollars  and 
publishes  the  Choristers  Guild  Letters 
ten  times  a  year. 

Donald  F.  Jensen,  minister  of  music  at 
St.  Lukes  United  Methodist  Church, 
Oklahoma  City,  heads  the  editorial  staff. 
Jody  Lindh,  minister  of  music  at 
University  Park  UMC,  Dallas,  is  music 


editor  and  Doris  Friedell,  Dallas,  art 
editor. 

In  1970  Dr.  Cecil  E.  Lapo,  formerly  a 
staff  member  of  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Education,  became  executive  director  of 
the  Guild.  He  reports  that  “the 
Choristers  Guild  has  as  a  continuing 
objective  endeavoring  to  unite  choir 
directors  in  a  fraternity  of  service  as 
they  develop  “Christian  character 
through  children’s  choirs.” 

Officers  elected  for  the  coming  year 
are:  president,  John  T.  Burke,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.;  vice-president,  Dr. 
Austin  C.  Lovelace,  Lovers  Lane  UMC, 
Dallas;  secretary,  Madeline  T.  Ingram! 
Lynchburg.  Va.;  treasurer,  Dr.  David  C. 
McCormick,  Richmond,  Va. 

Two  summer  seminars  were 
announced  for  1977  The  southwest 
seminar  will  be  held  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas  at  Trinity  University  June  26-July 
2,  1977.  The  north  central  session  is 
scheduled  for  July  3-9,  1977.  at  St.  Olaf 
College.  Northfield,  Minnesota. 

Ms.  Saunders  is  a  member  of  the  White 
Rock  UMC.  Dallas  and  a  free-lance 
writer. 


East  German  church 


speaks  out  on  liberty 


EAST  BERLIN  (RNS)  -  A  letter  read 
at  Sunday  services  (Sept.  19)  by  pastors 
of  the  Evangelical  Church  in  East 
Germany  is  generally  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  forthright  church  statements  on 
religious  liberty  in  the  Communist  nation 
in  recent  times. 

The  document,  written  by  the 
Conference  of  Evangelical  Church 
Leadership  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  (GDR),  was  occasioned  by  the 
recent  death  of  the  Rev.  Oskar 
Bruesewitz.  an  Evangelical  Church 

World  Council 
said  ‘deeply 
religious’ 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.  (RNS)  - 
Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel,  one  of  the  six 
presidents  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  affirmed  here  that  the  WCC  is 
a  "deeply  religious  organization,”  and 
that  “there  are  no  Communists  in  the 
World  Council,  only  Christians  who 
happen  to  live  in  Communist  lands.” 

Addressing  the  U.  S.  Conference  for  the 
WCC,  the  Episcopal  laywoman  defended 
the  international  ecumenical  agency 
against  some  of  the  frequent  criticisms  it 
has  faced. 

“When  people  don’t  understand  what 
we’re  doing,  they  resent  the  money  their 
churches  put  in,”  Dr.  Wedel  noted.  “So 
many  Americans  say  the  Council  must 
be  bad  because  there  are  people  in  it 
from  Communist  countries.  What  they 
don’t  understand  is  that  there  are  no 
Communists  in  the  World  Council,  only 
Christians  who  happen  to  live  in  Com¬ 
munist  lands.” 

The  WCC  leader  said  that  “when 
people  want  to  join  the  World  Council,  we 
don’t  ask  them  what  their  politics  are.” 

Turning  to  another  criticism,  that  the 
WCC  allegedly  pays  for  military  supplies 
for  groups  that  are  fighting  against  the 
South  African  government,  Dr.  Wedel 
said  this  is  a  “misconception”  that  is 
being  fostered  by  the  South  African 
government. 

“It  has  been  largely  the  government  of 
South  Africa  that  has  spread  stories  that 
the  money  went  for  guns  and 
ammunition,”  the  WCC  president 
charged.  “But  none  of  our  people  who 
have  been  on  the  scene  has  said  it  has 
gone  to  promote  violence.” 

According  to  Dr.  Wedel,  “the  great 
thing  about  the  Council  is  that  we  have 
members  from  the  developed  and  the 
developing  nations  sitting  down  together 
and  really  sharing  each  other.”  But  at 
the  same  time,  she  said,  “the  marvelous 
experience  of  meeting  with  people  from 
other  cultures  and  backgrounds  who 
share  the  Christian  faith  is  almost 
impossible  to  communicate.” 


clergyman  in  Saxony  who  set  himself  on 
fire  as  a  protest  against  oppression  of  the 
young  by  the  Communist  regime. 

The  “Letter  to  the  Congregations," 
sent  to  the  nearly  5,000  Evangelical 
Church  parishes,  said  the  action  of  Mr. 
Bruesewitz  had  caused  deep  unrest  in 
East  Germany  and  had  revealed  once 
again  “the  tensions  that  exist  in  our 
society,  as  well  as  the  severe  problems 
that  many  of  us  face.” 

Declaring  that  “it  is  quite  certain”  that 
Mr.  Bruesewitz  “wanted  to  be  a  witness 
of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,”  the  letter  said 
his  action  gave  rise  to  a  number  of 
questions,  including  the  question  as  to 
“whether  there  is  really  sufficient 
freedom  of  belief  and  freedom  of 
conscience  (in  East  Germany), 
particularly  for  young  people.” 

(According  to  church  sources  in  the 
GDR,  children  are  under  great  pressure 
in  schools  not  to  practice  their  religion.) 

Charging  that  Christian  children  in  the 
country’s  “unitary  socialist  educational 
system”  were  subjected  to 
“discrimination,”  the  letter  complained 
that  the  government  had  refused  to  sit 
down  and  talk  with  church  leaders  about 
the  issue. 

Quotas  must 
stop ,  bishop 
tells  church 

FAYETTEVILLE,  ARK.  (UMN)  - 
The  condition  that  once  called  forth  the 
mandatory  quota  system  on  the  church’s 
boards  and  agencies  no  longer  exists, 
according  to  a  United  Methodist  bishop. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Houston  Area  said,  “The 
quota  system  is  becoming  counter 
productive  and  patronizing.  ’  ’ 

Delivering  the  closing  address  at  the 
three  day  Consultation  for  District 
Superintendents  and  Conference  Council 
Staffs  from  the  17  annual  conferences  in 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  meeting 
here  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly  last 
month,  Bishop  Crutchfield  said,  “The 
mandatory  quota  system  is 
inappropriate  for  the  Body  of  Christ  and 
should  be  abandoned.” 

The  membership  of  boards,  agencies 
and  commissions  of  the  church  are  by 
action  of  the  General  Conference 
constructed  to  guarantee  the 
representation  of  minorities,  youth  and 
women  by  specific  numbers,  or  quotas. 

The  bishop  affirmed  the  inclusiveness 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  but 
called  for  a  basis  of  trust  rather  than 
legislation. 

“The  existence  of  a  quota  system  says 
‘I  don’t  trust  you,’  ”  said  Bishop 
Crutchfield.  “We  now  need  to  depart  its 
legalism  and  return  to  trust.” 


Classified  i 

RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 

WANTED:  Director  of  Education  and  Youth  in 
church  of  900  members.  Salary  is  negotiable.  Send 
references,  credentials,  picture  to  Tracy  Arnold, 
First  UMC,  903  Broadway,  Minden,  La.  71055. 

charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  and 

FOR  SALE:  13  church  pews  17  feet  5  inches  length 
and  6  pews  11  feet  9  inches  length.  Solid  birch  ends 
and  sculptured  seats  of  oak  Dark  oak  stain  finish. 
Pews  can  readily  be  shortened  to  desired  length. 
Also  28  theater-style  seats  with  12  ends  to  match 
above  pews.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box  6, 

youth  worker  needed  for  growing  congregation. 
Degree  in  Christian  Education,  Methodist 
background.  Salary  commensurate  with  talents  and 
training  Send  resume  to  North  Naples  United 
Methodist  Church,  600  Seagate  Drive,  Naples,  Fla. 
33940 

Midland.  Tex.  79701.  Phone  (915  )  682-3701 

FOR  SALE:  30  pews,  11'  long;  2  altar  chairs,  2’4" 

ADMINISTRATOR-BUSINESSMAN  retiring 
Desires  part  or  fulltime  service  with  church. 
Experience  in  all  work  areas,  building  and 
stewardship  crusades,  building  and  grounds,  lay 
preaching,  visitation  and  inner  city  work.  Resume 
and  references.  Administrator-Businessman, 
TM/UMR,  Box  1076.  Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 

wide;  1  pulpit;  1  communion  table;  communion 
chancel  rail  with  cup  racks,  26'  long;  all  solid  oak 
with  light  finish  in  contemporary  style.  Pulpit  is  43" 
wide,  43"  high.  28"  deep.  Communion  table  48"  wide, 
38"  high,  38”  deep  For  further  information  contact 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  corner  Chapel  and 
Hubbard  Roads.  N  Madison.  Ohio.  Phone  (216  )  428- 
3981. 

A  BICENTENNIAL  HYMN  is  yours  upon  request 
''Heaven  Watch  America,"  based  on  the  music  of 
Irving  Berlin,  is  now  stirring  up  many  churches  and 
schools!  Write  to  Gospel  Team,  421  Jersey  Avenue, 
Elizabeth.  N.  J.  07202  for  music  sheet  This  hymn  will 
never  be  placed  on  sale  at  music  stores.  Please 
enclose  $1  00  to  help  defray  handling  and  mailing 
costs 

COMMUNITY  ORGANIZERS  wanted:  Male  or 
female  for  Western  Kansas.  Must  be  Mexican 
American,  United  Methodist,  willing  to  work  with 
low  income  people  Send  resume  to  Rev  Ben  Picazo, 
Box  766,  Garden  City,  Kans.  67846. 

INTERPRETER’S  HOUSE,  a  renewal  center  at 
Lake  Junaluska.  N.C.  seeks  a  Director  of 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  (Children’s  Divisions) 
for  6,000  member  church.  Minimum:  B.A.  with 
preparation  in  children's  education  and  three  years 
experience  (recent)  in  children's  Christian 
education  program  in  urban-sized  church.  Salary 
open.  Write:  Les  Sitter,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  420  N  Nevada  Avenue.  Colorado  Springs. 
Col.  80903. 

ecclesiastical  or  educational  development  work; 
knowledge  of  funding  sources:  ability  to  mobilize 
staff  and  volunteers;  flexible  schedule  for  up  to  half¬ 
time  employment.  Salary  within  full-time  range  of 
$18,000-$24,000.  Send  resume  to  Bruce  Frye.  St. 
Andrews.  Laurinburg,  N.C.  28352.  j 

PASTOR!  FOUR  "PASTORAL  CARE"  Tools  you 

MOUNTAIN  HOME  AND  SMALL  BUSINESS 
overlooking  Lake  Junaluska,  Highway  19.  First 
floor:  living  room,  dining  room,  large  kitchen,  two 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  large  front  porch  and  utility 
room  Second  floor:  seven  bedrooms,  seven  baths. 
Box  205.  Lake  Junaluska.  N.C.  28745. 

St.  Louis’  great  Centenary  Church  and  used 
effectively  for  twelve  years  by  Dr.  J  Lester  McGee, 
now  retired  and  living  in  South  Georgia.  Booklets: 
"When  Death  Has  Come,"  "So  You  Have  a  Baby,” 
"United  in  Marriage.”  "His  Church  and  Yours  "  For 
mailing  to  families  with  a  death,  with  a  new  baby. 

BOOKS  FOR  SALE:  "The  Life  of  an  Old  Time 
Minister,"  by  Rev  David  E  Finley  Autobiography 
and  family  records  of  Finley,  Wilson  and  Dryden 
$2.50  postpaid.  Mrs.  Paul  Wilson.  R.R.  1.  Jonesburg, 
Mo.  63351 

with  your  signature  attached.  Order  from  J.  Lester 
McGee.  Box  127,  Doerun,  Ga.  31744.  Sample  copies  $1 
(25  cents  each)  postpaid,  in  dozen  lots  $2.50.  f 

DIRECTOR  OFFICE  OF  PASTORAL  CARE  and 
Counseling.  Missouri  Area.  United  Methodist 
Church:  a  United  Methodist  minister  with  several 
years  of  parish  experience  ACPE  and/or  AAPC 
credentials  (or  equivalent).  Write  the  Rev  Marie 
Hyatt,  Box  17erHamilton,  Mo.  64644  | 

CHOIR  ROBES:  38  maroon  robes  with  white  stoles 
offered  to  anyone  willing  to  pick  them  up  or  pay 
postage  Winterfield  UMC,  2616  Tryon  Road. 
Longview.  Tex  75601,  (214  )  753-4825 

WANTED  TO  BUY :  Old-fashioned  church  bell  Write 

P.  O.  Box  132,  Rancho  Cordova.  Calif  95670. 

ANDREW  COLLEGE:  United  Methodist.  Fully- 
accredited.  Co-educational  two-year.  University- 
parallel.  Dedicated  faculty  Financial  assistance. 

JOIN  BISHOP  and  Mrs.  McFerrin  Stowe  in  travel- 
learning  experience  in  Israel  Lectures  by 
outstanding  scholars.  Visit  Jerusalem.  Jericho, 
Masada.  Caesarea.  Capemum,  Hebron.  Sea  of 
Galilee.  Dead  Sea  Fully  guided.  All  meals.  Folklore 

Maximum  enrollment:  300  students.  Strong 
Development  Program  Music  Honors  in 
International  Competition.  Direct  transfer 
programs.  Phi  Theta  Kappa  (Honorary  Society) 
chapter  among  top  ten  in  nation  for  four  consecutive 
years.  Cuthbert.  Georgia  31740.  (912)  732-2171 

Cost  only  $799  from  New  York  Brochure  from  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Tours  Box  247,  Azle,  Tex.  76020 

VACANCY:  Full-time  organist  -  choirmaster  on 
multiple  staff,  four  choirs,  two  handbell  choirs. 
Write:  Dr  E  L  Parks.  Ingomar  United  Methodist 

SAVE  -  "Gems  from  James"  by  Donald  Charles 

Church.  1501  W  Ingomar  Road.  Pittsburgh.  Pa 
15237.  1 

more  20  percent  discount  plus  a  leader's  guide. 
Meigs.  25  West  Maryland.  Indianapolis.  Ind  46225 
(317  )  635-9351.  i 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St., 

FOR  FREE  BROCHURES  on  most  unusual  and 
economical  Christmas  Season  tours  to  Holy  Land  or 
London  AND  special  1977  Easter  tours  to  London  or 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY  of  your 
congregation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller.  United  Church 
Directories.  Box  7732.  Waco.  Texas  76710 

4250  Oak  Arbor,  Dallas.  Tex.  75233.  All  tours  depart 
from  Dallas  area 

50  ACRES  WOODED  MOUNTAIN  PROPERTY  - 
Ideal  for  Church  Camp  or  Retreat.  National  forest  on 
three  sides.  Elec,  and  tele  lines.  S.E.  of 

Albuquerque,  N  M.  1-505-881-6671. 

You,"  or  “Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  13  cents  each:  100 
$12.00;  stickers.  "God  Loves  You."  3  cents;  plus 
postage  Crosses.  Apex.  N.C  27502. 

LARGE  DALLAS  CHURCH  has  opening  for  Minister 
of  Music.  Send  resume  to:  Minister  of  Music. 
TM/UMR.  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Tex  75221 
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Francis  of  Assisi  still  hailed  as  ‘most  lovable  saint’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  October  3,  1976, 
marked  the  750th  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi . 

Long  venerated  by  Roman  Catholics  as 
the  founder  of  a  great  religious  order  and 
a  seraphic  lover  of  the  crucified  Christ, 
the  Little  Poor  Man  has  also,  during  the 
past  hundred  years,  attracted  followers 
and  admirers  among  other  Christian 
communions. 

Many  non-Christians,  too,  have 
expressed  feelings  of  kinship  with  the 
medieval  Italian  ascetic,  convinced  that 
mankind  has  been  greatly  enriched  by 
his  all-embracing  love  and  compassion 
for  all  God’s  creatures. 

He  has  been  hailed  as  “another 
Christ,”  as  “the  most  lovable  of  the 
saints,”  as  “the  only  true  Christian.” 
Others  have  seen  him  as  the  world’s 
“first  socialist,"  as  a  champion  of 
humane  treatment  of  animals,  even  as  a 
“romantic  troubador.” 


A  carved  wooden  figure  of  St.  Francis 
is  rendered  by  New  Mexico  artist  Ben 
Ortega  who  works  with  knotty  boughs 
and  decaying  tree  stumps. 


“Francis,”  says  Pulitzer  Prize-winner 
poet  Phyllis  McGinley  in  her  acclaimed 
book  of  reflections,  “Saint-Watching,” 
“sometimes  seems  the  only  saint  that 
people  everywhere  recognize  and  accept, 
if  often  for  the  wrong  reasons.  His  statue, 
inane  as  a  greeting  card,  stands  in 
thousands  of  suburban  gardens  where  he 
is  halfway  confused  with  Pan,  or  even 
Peter  Pan.” 

“The  real  Francis,”  Ms.  McGinley 
insists,  “stern  to  himself,  a  preacher,  an 
organizer,  above  all  a  reformer,  is  quite 
a  different  person  from  the  meek  little 
dreamer  of  legend .  ’ ’ 

Says  British  hagiographer  Donald 
Attwater  in  his  “Dictionary  of  the 
Saints:”  “Francis  was  something  more 
and  other  than  an  inspired  individualist. 
He  was  a  man  of  tremendous  spiritual 
insight  and  power,  whose  consuming  love 
for  Jesus  Christ  and  redeemed  creation 
found  expression  in  all  he  said  and  did.” 

Had  but  one  aim 

Scholars  are  agreed  that  Francis,  a 
man  of  extreme  simplicity  and  single- 
mindedness,  had  but  one  aim:  to  love 
Christ  and  imitate  him  and  his  life 
perfectly,  even  literally,  in  poverty, 
humility  and  charity. 

Unwavering  in  his  devotion  to  the 
institutional  church,  scholarship  affirms, 
Francis  gave  to  the  church  at  a  critical 
epoch  a  new  form  of  the  religious  life, 
and  to  all  Christians,  the  vision  of  a  life 
lived  wholly  in  the  power  and  spirit  of  the 
cross  of  Christ. 

Francesco  Bemadone,  bom  at  Assisi  in 
Umbria  in  1181/2,  was  the  son  of  a 
prosperous  textile  merchant  and.  a 
French-born  mother  of  distinguished 
family. 

As  a  young  man,  except  perhaps  for  his 
considerateness  and  generosity, 
Francesco  differed  little  from  other  well- 
to-do  gallants  of  the  town,  leading  a 
frivolous,  “who  cares”  kind  of  life,  while 
cherishing  a  dream  of  becoming  a  brave, 
dashing  knight. 

Testing  his  mettle  in  one  of  the 
innumerable  intertown  mini-civil  wars 
that  were  a  feature  of  the  time  in  Italy, 
he  took  part  in  an  attack  on  the  town  of 


Perugia  in  1201.  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
remained  a  hostage  there  for  a  year  in  a 
foul-smelling,  mouse-infested  cell. 

That  experience,  plus  a  severe  illness, 
had  a  sobering  effect  on  the  would-be 
knight.  He  began  to  change.  Like  most  of 
his  contemporaries,  he  had  a  horror  of 
leprosy  ;  in  fact  the  sight  of  victims  of  the 
disease  made  him  nauseous.  Yet  he 
began  to  feel  that  his  attitude  and 
reactions  ,  towards  the  leprous  were 
unworthy  of  a  Christian. 

One  day.  horseback  riding  along  a 
country  road,  he  met  a  begging  leper, 
stopped,  dismounted,  handed  the  beggar 
some  money,  and  then,  impulsively, 
grabbed  the  leper’s  hand  and  kissed  it. 

“It  seemed  extremely  bitter  to  me  to 
look  at  lepers,”  Francis  later  wrote  in  his 
Testament.  “The  Lord  led  me  in  among 
them  and  I  practiced  mercy  with  them. 
And  when  I  came  away  from  them,  what 
seemed  bitter  to  me  was  changed  to 
sweetness.” 

Adopted  ways  of  a  hermit 

Renouncing  his  old  life,  he  adopted  the 
ways  of  a  hermit.  On  April  16,  1206,  while 
praying  in  the  somewhat  dilapitated 
church  of  San  Damiano,  he  seemed  to 
hear  —  he  later  said  —  the  voice  of  Christ 
telling  him:  “Francis,  repair  my  falling 
house.” 

Ever  impetuous  and  wholehearted, 
Francis  went  to  his  father’s  warehouse 
and  without  letting  his  father  know,  took 
a  bale  of  goods,  sold  it,  and  used  the 
money  to  pay  for  repairs  of  the  church. 

For  Pietro  Bernadone,  who  was  less 
than  happy  about  his  son’s  eremetical 
life-style,  this  was  the  last  straw.  Pietro 
brought  Francis  before  the  local  bishop 
to  be  disciplined  and  persuaded  to 
change  his  way  of  life  —  to  no  avail. 

Quickly  acceding  to  his  father’s  an¬ 
nouncement  that  he  would  be  disinherit¬ 
ed  and  disowned.  Francis  took  another 
bold,  impulsive  step.  Saying,  “you’d 
better  have  my  clothes  too,”  he  stripped 
and  stood  naked  before  the  entourage. 
The  bishop's  servants  rushed  forward 
with  a  rough  tunic  to  cover  him  And 
Francis  went  off  penniless  “to  wed  Lady 
Poverty.” 


This  12-foot  statue  of  St.  Francis  by 
sculptor  Beniamino  Bufano,  called  ‘St. 
Francis  of  the  Guns.”  was  made  from 
melted  down  firearms  turned  in  after  the 
assassination  of  Sen.  Robert  Kennedy. 
Fittingly,  it  is  located  in  San  Francisco. 

Two  years  later  (possibly  Feb.  24, 
1209),  while  attending  a  Mass,  Francis 
listened  to  the  Gospel  reading:  “Make 
this  announcement:  ‘The  reign  of  God  is 
at  hand!’  Cure  the  sick,  raise  the  dead, 
heal  the  leprous,  expel  demons.  The  gift 
you  have  received,  give  as  a  gift.  Provide 
yourselves  with  neither  gold  nor  copper 
in  your  belts;  no  traveling  bag,  no 
change  of  shirt,  no  sandals,  no  walking 
staff,”  (Matthew  10:  7-10,  New  American 
Bible) 

Call  to  preach  Christ 

•  To  Francis,  this  was  a  clarion  call  to 
preach  Christ  in  lowliness,  simplicity, 
and  poverty.  It  was  a  decisive  moment. 
Abandoning  his  hermit’s  way  of  life,  he 
began  to  preach  and  gather  like-minded 
companions  around  him. 

He  and  his  first  two  companions 
adopted  as  the  “Rule”  of  their  new  life 
style  three  injunctions  of  Jesus:  “If  you 
wish  to  be  perfect,  go  sell  what  you  own 


and  give  the  money  to  the  poor,”  “And 
he  told  them  that  they  should  take 
nothing  for  the  journey;"  and  “If  anyone 
wants  to  be  a  follower  of  mine  let  him 
renounce  himself.” 

When  Francis'  confreres  numbered  11. 
he  led  them  to  Rome  to  seek  approval 
from  Pope  Innocent  III.  After  some 
hesitation,  the  pontiff,  seeing  in  the  small 
band  of  fervent,  single-minded  laymen 
what  he  judged  to  be  a  genuine 
evangelical  spirit,  gave  his  verbal 
approval  in  1209  or  1210. 

Francis  and  his  Poor  Brothers  of 
Penance,  later  to  be  known  as  “Friars 
Minor”  (“Lesser  Brothers”),  returned  to 
Assisi,  set  up  a  headquarters  at  Portiun- 
cula  near  Assisi,  and  resumed  their 
preaching  mission. 

Up  and  down  central  Italy  the  brothers 
spread  out,  calling  the  people,  high  and 
low,  to  renewal  of  faith  and  to 
repentance.  The  movement  caught  fire. 
Recruits  flocked  in.  By  the  end  of  the 
century  there  were  35,000  members  of 
the  brotherhood. 

Desired  only  to  follow  Christ 

Francis  had  no  desire  to  establish  a 
formal  religious  “order.”  In  fact,  he 
deliberately  turned  away  from  the 
cloistered,  formalized,  secure  life  of  the 
monasteries  he  was  familiar  with.  He 
refused  even  corporate  ownership  of 
property.  He  had  but  one  desire:  to 
follow,  literally,  the  Christ  of  the  Gospels 
in  stark  poverty  and  simplicity. 

Inevitably,  however,  under  various 
pressures,  the  brotherhood  began  to  take 
on  the  form  of  a  monastic  order,  with  the 
members  reciting  the  Divine  Office  in 
common  and  living  communally  like 
monks. 

In  1224,  during  a  period  of  seclusion  (on 
Mount  Alvemia  in  the  Appenines), 
Francis  had  a  mysterious  experience 
that  left  on  his  body  the  marks  of  the  five 
sacred  wounds,  or  stigmata,  of  the 
crucified  Christ.  (It  was  the  first 
documented  instance  of  such  a  form  of 
stigmatization,  as  the  phenomenon  is 
called.) 

The  stigmata  never  left  him,  and  were 
a  source  of  the  acute  physical  pain  and 


weakness  he  suffered  increasingly  until 
he  welcomed  “Sister  Death”  two  years 
later. 

It  was  toward  the  end  of  his  life,  when 
he  was  ill,  half  blind,  and  in  pain  that  he 
sang  his  “Canticle  of  the  Sun,”  hailed  as 
the  earliest  masterpiece  of  the  young 
Italian  language. 

Life  historically  important 

“It  is  difficult  not  to  view  the  story  of 
Francis  as  a  myth.”  observes  British 
historian  John  M.  Todd.  “But  in  fact  his 
life  is  of  outstanding  historical 
importance.  It  reveals  precisely  that 
religious  dimension  without  a 
recognition  of  which  history  cannot  be 
written  properly.  It  reveals  both  the 
power  of  reforming  movements  in  the 
church  and  the  power  of  Christianity 
within  its  conventional  structure. 

“His  life  speaks  with  an  insistence  like 
that  of  the  Gospel;  it  has  that  element  of 
protest,  of  single-mindedness, 
conversion,  simplicity  —  in  fact  of 
charity,  of  faith  and  hope  —  which  (lies) 
at  the  heart  of  all  genuine  Christianity. " 


The  only  public  statue  of  St.  Francis  in 
London  is  located  at  St.  Francis  Friary, 
across  from  Westminster  Cathedral. 
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USSR  Christians  seen 
as  6colony  of  heaven’ 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  Christian 
people  in  the  USSR  are  “a  colony  of 
heaven  in  an  atheistic  world,”  says  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  who  visited 
the  Soviet  Union  with  her  husband  and 
son. 

“In  philosophy  and  practice,  I’ve  never 
been  so  far  from  home,”  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Whitten,  a  missionary  to  Spain,  said  in  a 
report  on  her  Russian  visit  to  Baptist 
Press  here. 

The  Soviet  churches  they  visited  were 
centers  of  fervent  and  thriving  religious 
activity,  despite  physical  restrictions 
and  handicaps,  Mrs.  Whitten  said. 

Describing  a  visit  to  the  3,000-member 
Leningrad  Baptist  Church,  she  wrote: 
“There  was  no  aisle.  The  whole  church, 
wall-to-wall,  was  full  of  people.  The 
balcony  was  packed.  People  spilled  over 
into  the  streets.” 

She  said  the  Leningrad  church  held 


three  services  each  Sunday  to 
accommodate  all  the  members,  with 
each  service  lasting  more  than  two 
hours. 

Apart  from  the  community  of 
believers,  Russians  claim  to  have  no 
religion  —  except  for  the  worship  of 
national  heroes,  Mrs.  Whitten  said. 

She  said  their  tour  guide  in  Moscow 
told  them:  “I  am  in  the  youth  group  of 
the  USSR  and  we  have  no  religion.  I  have 
no  faith.  If  I  want  to  do  something  of  this 
type,  I  just  go  to  the  tombs  of  our  national 
heroes.” 

She  said  this  depressing  view  of  Soviet 
spiritual  life  was  offset  by  the  vibrant 
commitment  in  the  community  of 
believers.  “My  hope  for  the  future,”  she 
said,  “is  in  the  God  many  people  in  the 
USSR  still  love  and  serve.  It  may  be  only 
a  remnant,  but  what  a  remnant.” 


Partners  in  preaching 
like  co-op  sermons  best 


iln llinsiasm  at  rally 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  —  Followers  of 
the  controversial  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon, 
and  some  youthful  onlookers,  display 
enthusiasm  at  the  South  Korean 
preacher’s  “God  Bless  America"  rally  at 
the  Washington  Monument.  National 
Park  Service  officials  estimated  that 
50,000  persons  attended  the  Unification 
Church  rally. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SEYMOUR,  Ind.  —  Partnership  in 
preaching  —  a  lay-clergy  enterprise  — 
isn’t  exactly  an  everyday  occurrence. 
Nor  should  it  be,  says  one  United 
Methodist  pastor  who  tried  it. 

But  when  a  committee  of  ten 
laypersons  joined  forces  recently  with 
their  pastor  at  First  UMC  here  to 
produce  a  series  of  eight  sermons, 
results  were  highly  illuminating. 

The  experience  was  designed,  says  the 
Rev.  Donald  Charles  Lacy,  to  involve 
laypersons  in  the  whole  process  of 
sermon  preparation  and  evaluation.  It 
was  part  of  his  field  project  for  a  Doctor 
of  Ministry  program  at  Christian 
Theological  Seminary,  Indianapolis. 

Here’s  how  the  project  worked : 

A  committee  of  laypersons  chosen  for 
their  key  leadership  positions  at  First 
Church  was  recruited  and  armed  with 
some  basic  reference  materials  for  a 
sermon  series  on  the  First  Epistle  of 
Peter. 

Each  Monday  evening  as  the 
committee  met  to  discuss  a  skeletal 
outline  Dr.  Lacy  had  prepared  for  the 
following  Sunday’s  sermon,  he  took 
many  notes. 

As  the  week  proceeded,  he  wrote  a  full 
manuscript  of  the  sermon  and  provided  a 


copy  for  each  committee  member. 

Following  the  Sunday  worship  service, 
all  interested  church  members  remained 
for  a  dialogue  with  the  pastor,  under  the 
guidance  of  committee  members. 

When  the  eight-week  series  ended,  the 
committee  studied  manuscripts  of  eight 
sermons  preached  before  the  series  and 
compared  them  with  the  eight  in  the 
doctoral  project.  For  criteria,  they  used 
an  abbreviated  instrument  from  "That 
One  Good  Sermon”  by  A.  N.  Sayre- 
understanding,  focus,  continuity, 
relevance,  sincerity,  truth  and 
practicality. 

The  results?  They  clearly  rated  the 
series  to  which  they  had  contributed 
input  higher  than  the  series  in  which  they 
had  not  been  involved. 

“This  sort  of  thing  should  happen  at 
least  once  a  year  in  every  church."  Dr. 
Lacy  says.  The  chief  danger,  he  believes, 
is  that  sermons  could  conceivably 
become  a  hodge-podge  of  ideas  with  little 
organization.  “But  this  is  where  the 
preacher’s  discipline  comes.” 

Committee  members  were  uniformly 
pleased.  Lay  leader  Thomas  Johnson, 
who  worked  closely  with  the  pastor  on 
the  project,  commented,  “Of  course  I 
liked  the  last  eight  sermons  best— most 
likely  because  I  had  a  part  in  them.” 


Parents  search 

WASHINGTON,  DC.  (RNS)  —  Two 
sets  of  parents,  whose  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  have  their  children 
“deprogrammed”  from  the  Unification 
Church  were  widely  publicized,  attended 
the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon’s  recent  rally 
here  hoping  to  see  their  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elton  .Helander  of 
Gilford,  Conn.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric 
Schuppin  of  Jerico,  Vt.,  were  among 
scores  of  estranged  parents  and  relatives 
of  Unification  Church  members  who 
came  to  look  for  their  children  at  the 
lavishly  advertised  Washington 
Monument  Moon  rally. 

The  Helanders  were  seeking  their 
daughter.  Wendy,  19,  who  returned  to  the 
church  twice  after  two  attempts  by  her 
family  to  have  her  deprogrammed.  She 
made  her  last  escape  in  February,  they 
said. 

The  Schuppins  came  to  search  for  their 
daughter,  Tammy,  20,  whom  they  have 
not  seen  since  a  final  “emotionally 
charged”  meeting  about  a  year  ago. 

Neither  set  of  parents  saw  their  child 
at  the  rally. 

Although  the  Helanders  did  not  see 
Wendy,  they  said  they  did  find  Richard 


Officials  explain  ordination  not 
mean  automatic  tax  exemption 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Officials  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  of 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State  have  pointed  out  that 
ordination  to  the  ministry  does  not 
automatically  qualify  a  person  for  a  tax 
exemption. 

The  Rev.  Dean  Kelley,  director  of  civil 
and  religious  liberties  for  the  NCC,  and 
Richard  McFarland,  director  of 
educational  relations  for  Americans 
United,  made  that  point  in  telephone 
interviews  with  Religious  News  Service. 

They  were  commenting  on  the  widely 
publicized  ordinations  of  some  275 
residents  of  New  York  State’s  CatsKill 
Mountain  resort  area  as  clergy  of  the 


Universal  Life  Church.  The  ordinands 
had  taken  mail-order  courses  to  qualify 
as  clergy  in  an  effort  to  obtain  tax 
exemptions. 

The  new  Universal  Life  clergy  were 
protesting  increases  in  their  taxes  in  the 
last  six  years  at  a  time  when  the  Boy 
Scouts,  Zen  Buddhists,  and  other  groups 
have  purchased  large  tracts  of  tax- 
exempt  property  in  the  area. 

Mr.  Kelley  and  Mr.  McFarland  pointed 
out  that  ordained  clergy  are  not  exempt 
from  personal  income  taxes,  although 
they  may  be  able  to  exempt  their  housing 
and  utilities  allowances  from  their 
taxable  income  if  these  are  cash 
allowances  paid  by  a  church 


‘Greatest  days  yet  to  come’ 

Bishop  sees  hope  for  church 


SHELBY,  N.C.  —  The  greatest,  most 
opportune  days  for  the  Christian  church 
are  yet  to  come,  according  to  United 
Methodist  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of 
Charlotte. 

Despite  advances  in  science  and 
technology  which  make  the  next  century 
a  vast  uhknown.  Bishop  Allen  said, 
“Whatever  changes  might  occur,  the 
church  will  be  guided  by  Jesus  Christ, 
who  is  its  head.  He  continues  to  rule  by 
the  Word,  by  the  Sacraments  and  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  This  will  not  change." 

The  episcopal  leader  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  spoke  to  a 
United  Methodist  Men’s  audience 
gathered  at  Brackett  Cedar  Park  near 
here. 

Bishop  Allen  said  he  sees  mankind 
moving  out  among  the  planets  during  the 
21st  Century.  “I  don’t  know  the  physical 
character  or  the  geographical 

boundaries  of  the  world  of  the  21st 
Century,”  he  said,  “but  there  can  be 
little  doubt  it  will  be  interplanetary, 
meeting  inhabitants  of  other  planets. 

“The  church  must  so  redesign  its 
theology,  its  social  principles  and  its 

response  to  the  preservation  of  the 

resources  of  this  world  as  to  be  a  part  of 

for  children 

Conrad,  a  Unification  Church  member 
who  reportedly  posed  as  a  “depro¬ 
grammed  Moonie”  and  helped  Wendy  es¬ 
cape  from  her  parents  in  February.  After 
he  gained  the  confidence  of  the 

Helanders.  he  told  them  he  wanted  to 
take  a  “short  walk"  with  Wendy  to  talk  to 
her  alone.  They  never  returned. 

“What  happened  on  that  short  walk?” 
Mrs.  Helander  asked  Mr.  Conrad,  who 
was  one  of  the  guards  in  white  jumpsuits 
surrounding  the  stage  area  where  Mr. 
Moon  was  to  speak. 

"Only  one  person  knows,"  Mr.  Conrad 
was  heard  to  say,  pointing  his  finger 
upward,  and  preparing  to  turn  away 
from  the  Helanders. 

A  New  York  Post  reporter  said  Mr. 
Helander  then  demanded,  “Don’t  turn 
back!  Where’s  Wendy?”  But  Mr.  Conrad 
shrugged,  “I  don’t  know,”  and  turned 
away,  the  reporter  said. 

(  .  )/.  college  upheld 
in  firing  professors 
for  'immorality' 

HARRISBURG.  Pa.  (RNS)  -  A  state 
appeals  board  here  upheld  the  right  of 
church-related  colleges  to  set  moral 
codes  of  conduct  to  which  faculty 
members  must  adhere  in  their  private 
lives. 

The  Pennsylvania  Unemployment 
Compensation  Board  of  Review, 
sustained  referees’  decisions  that  denied 
jobless  benefits  to  a  man  and  a  woman 
fired  by  United  Methodist  related 
Lebanon  Valley  College,  Anneville,  Pa., 
for  living  together  without  being 
married. 

Referees  found  that  when  Professors 
John  Martin  and  Kathleen  E. 
McNearney  were  employed  by  the 
college  they  were  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  a  policy  manual  which  stated  that 
“professors  may  be  removed  for 
immorality.” 


the  gigantic  universe  of  the  21st 
Century,”  the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  Allen  said  that  in  the  midst  of 
the  Bicentennial  celebration  of  the  birth 
of  the  United  States,  United  Methodists 
have  been  made  aware  of  their  own 
contributions  to  the  nation.  These 
contributions  can  be  a  strength  to  the 
denomination  if  they  are  continued  into 
the  next  century,  he  said. 

But  he  cautioned  that  as  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  moved  in  a 
parallel  history  with  the  United  States 
(since  the  church  was  born  in  1784  and 
moved  west  with  the  people)  it  has  been 
“a  witness  for  and  a  witness  against  the 
sins  of  this  nation.” 

Bishop  Allen  gave  several  examples  of 
the  contributions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  the  moral  and  spiritual  fiber  of 
America. 

•  The  church’s  successful  fight  against 
slavery  “during  the  unfortunate  period 
of  American  history  when  human 
slavery  crept  into  the  minds  of  people 
who  themselves  came  to  this  nation 
seeking  freedom.”  He  said  the  bold 
words  of  Methodist  Bishop  Matthew 
Simpson  to  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
as  he  was  pondering  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation:  "Sign  it,  Abe,  for  God’s 
sake  sign  it”  was  the  final  persuasion 
which  decided  the  President. 


VAIL,  Colo.  (RNS)  —  “I  became  a 
proud,  cocky  preacher.  I  became  spoiled 
in  an  era  in  which  it  was  easy  to  become 
a  glamor  boy.  I  happened  to  find  a 
congregation  that  loved  me.”  • 

So  said  Pastor  Charles  E.  Blair  of 
Calvary  Temple  in  a  Denver  Post 
interview  recently.  The  minister  is  on 
retreat  in  this  mountain  resort 
community  following  his  conviction  on  17 
counts  of  fraudulent  practices  in  the 
sales  of  securities. 

“I  was  spoiled,”  Pastor  Blair  said, 
looking  back  on  his  career  as  pastor  of 
the  10th  largest  congregation  in  the 
nation,  the  interdenominational  Calvary 
Temple  “Instead  of  staying  humble 
before  God,  I  ran  all  over  the  world  to  see 
how  our  missionary  dollars  were  being 
spent.  I  took  advantage  of  an  affluent 
society  and  the  gifts  of  the  people,  but  1 
was  too  busy  to  heed  the  details  of  the 
corporations.” 

He  referred  to  the  Temple,  the  Charles 
E.  Blair  Foundation,  and  the  Life  Center, 
all  of  which  entered  voluntary 
bankruptcy.  Investors  lost  $14  million  in 
the  related  corporations 

Because  of  his  pride,  arrogance,  and 
failure  to  pay  attention  to  details,  Pastor 
Blair  said,  “I  deserved  to  fail.  In  a  lot  of 
areas  I  wasn’t  very  bright. 

“For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  have 
come  down  from  the  pulpit,  without  the 
halo  and  white  robe,  and  can  identify 
with  the  guy  who  has  the  gut-ache,”  the 
minister  declared.  He  has  been  on  a 
prayer-fast  retreat  since  a  few  days  after 
his  conviction  Aug.  13,  and  on  Aug.  27 
moved  to  a  rented  condominium  here, 
where  he  has  been  joined  by  his  wife 
Betty. 

His  Bible  reading  has  concentrated  on 
passages  telling  how  God,  gave  plans  to 


•  The  period  in  the  nation's  history 
when  the  church  fought  the  liquor  traffic, 
“and  we  still  are  fighting  it.”  He  lauded 
the  leadership  of  women  in  the  struggle 
against  liquor  which  “takes  a  human 
being  and  divests  him  of  all  that  is  good 
and  sends  him  into  the  pitfalls  of 
nothingness.” 

“Don’t  let  anybody  fool  you  about  the 
United  Methodists,”  Bishop  Allen  said, 
“we  have  not  relaxed  our  stance  against 
the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages.  ’’ 

•  “Our  church  is  against  the  brutality 
of  war,”  he  said.  “We  have  always  been 
patriotic.  We  have  been  willing  to  send 
our  sons  and  our  daughters  to  fight  to 
protect  freedom.  But  as  a  church  we  seek 
to  create  a  peaceful  society.  This  church 
has  never  ceased  calling  for  a  better  way 
to  solve  national  and  world  problems 
than  the  destructiveness  of  war.” 

•  “We  have  been  involved  in  the 
movements  for  social  justice  and  the 
liberation  of  peoples  over  the  world,”  the 
bishop  said.  And  the  church,  he  said,  has 
been  a  leader  in  the  women’s  liberation 
movements. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
always  been  in  the  foreground  in 
crusading  for  justice,  for  human  freedom 
and  for  everything  we  feel  is  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  Him  who  came  to 
set  us  free,”  Bishop  Allen  said. 


men  such  as  Nehemiah,  Moses,  and 
Solomon  when  their  lives  were  in  crisis, 

“I  know  I’m  not  Moses  or  a  man  of  that 
stature,”  the  minister  says,  “but  I 
believe  God  will  still  give  to  me 
inspiration  for  a  plan  to  repay  the 
investors  and  carry  on  my  ministry." 

While  he  had  seriously  considered 
leaving  Calvary  Temple,  the  pastor  has 
decided  to  stay,  realizing  his  “master 
motive  has  been  to  influence  people  to 
Jesus  Christ.  " 

“My  faith  is  as  strong  as  ever,”  he 
says,  “so  the  question  became,  ‘What  do 
I  do  with  the  rest  of  my  life?'  That  has 
been  the  toughest  question  of  my  life,” 
the  minister,  who  was  66  on  Sept.  12, 
declared. 

He  hopes  to  pay  back  the  investors  “as 
quickly  as  possible  before  they  die.  so  I 
can  remove  the  bad  name  the  church  has 
as  a  result  of  my  action,”  Pastor  Blair 
said. 

The  pastor  says  he  knows  some  people 
consider  him  “a  rip-off  artist.”  But 
following  thorough  investigation  of  his 
finances,  checks  and  income  tax  returns, 
“no  charges  of  personal  gain  were  ever 
made,”  he  said. 

He  is  back  now  on  the  $28,000-a  yeal*- 
salary,  has  a  $200  rental  allowance,  and 
the  use  of  a  Temple-owned  automobile. 
He  has  given  up  his  savings  account, 
stocks,  and  property.  The  property  went 
to  help  fund  his  $400.000-a-year  televison 
budget. 

“I  have  a  mandate  from  the  people,” 
he  believes.  “I  am  convinced  I  didn’t 
knowingly  or  intentionally  hurt  anyone 
and  from  knowing  God  has  forgiven  men, 
people  have  forgiven  me  by  and  large, 
and  there  is  security  in  knowing  these 
things.” 


Pastor  blames  arrogance 
for  fraud  convictions 


PAGE  6 


THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

Post  Office  Drawer  H 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 
Telephone  [318]  255-5020 

THE  METHODIST  HOME  VISITOR  is 
published  quarterly.  Cost  lor  publication 
is  paid  for  by  The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home. 


The  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Methodist  Home  Visitor 

FALL  ISSUE 

addition  to  The  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


OCTOBER  8.  1976 


Hiking 


Activities  At  .  .  . 


Boating 


Big  Ridge  State  Park 

By  TERESA  DAVIDSON 

On  Sunday  July  18,  everyone  at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  went  to  Big  Ridge 
State  Park  which  is  right  outside  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  for  vacation. 

There  were  many  enjoyable  activities  for  us  there.  We  swam,  fished,  hiked,  went 
canoe  riding  and  just  had  a  lot  of  fun. 

On  Wednesday,  July  21,  we  went  to  Gatlinburg  for  the  day.  There  were  many 
interesting  souveniers  to  buy  there.  We  even  took  a  ride  on  the  cable  cars  to  see  the 
beautiful  sites  of  the  mountains.  Our  vacation  this  year  was  very  meaningful  to  all  of 
us  because  it  was  a  time  for  the  staff  and  kids  to  take  it  easy  and  have  fun  together 
as  a  large  happy  family.  I’m  really  glad  I  was  able  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

Fourth  Of  July  Fun 

The  Fourth  of  July  was  a  little  wet  in  Ruston  but  the  spirit  of  the  Bicentennial 
Celebration  was  very  much  alive.  Our  barbecue  dinner  had  to  be  moved  indoors,  but 
with  our  new  recreation  facility,  the  Holt  Activity  Center,  there  was  room  for 
everyone.  For  dessert,  there  were  cakes  made  by  various  children  and  members  of 
the  staff.  They  were  all  gaily  decorated  with  flags,  eagles,  and  Happy  Birthday’s.  A 
group  of  girls  got  together  and  led  everyone  in  singing  Happy  Birthday  America. 
Then  they  rang  an  old  plantation  bell  we  have  on  campus  along  with  all  the  other 
bells  that  were  being  rung  across  the  nation. 


Memorials  -  September  1976 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Liddie  Mott,  given  by  A.  B.  Grigg,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Thomas  McArthur,  given  by  Mrs.  Mark  Mitchell 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  B.  Howell  and  Harry  Howell,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Heathman 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Sr.,  given  by  Margaret  Clinton  and  Rozelle  Fomby 
In  Memory  of  James  McLendon,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  Brown 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  M.  E.  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  R.  McFarland 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Harmon  Austin,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Dominick 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Polly  Alwood,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  B.  Crothers 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  given  by  Bessie  &  Bernice  Culman 
In  Memory  of  Lester  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  O.  A.  Doggett 
In  Memory  of  Lester  0.  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Steve  Ellis 
In  Memory  of  Lester  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  G.  Hussey 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  Sidney  Carter,  Mr.  James  McClendon,  &  Mr.  Abner 
Wimberly,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Shaw  &  Debbie 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Irene  Moncrief,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  E.  Gunning 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lester  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Spier 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lester  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Warren 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Sandifer,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hammett 
In  Memory  of  Abner  P.  Wimberly,  Joe  S.  Carter,  Jr.,  &  James  McClendon,  given  by 
The  Francis  J.  Fitch  Family 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Lester  Bennett 
In  Memory  of  Lester  0.  Bennett,  given  by  Mrs.  R  E.  Kirkland 
In  Memory  of  Lester  0.  Bennett,  given  by  Mrs.  Mattie  Cone 
In  Memory  of  Lester  O.  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Mann 
In  Memory  of  Lester  0.  Bennett,  given  by  Miss  Vyrah  Mann 
In  Memory  of  W.  C.  Rasberry  and  Wesley  Rasberry,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Houck 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ed  McDonald,  given  by  Mrs.  Betty  Y.  Rives 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lester  0.  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  W.  Nelson 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Wiley  Seward,  given  by  Mrs.  Wiley  Seward,  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  B. 

Shaw  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  T.  Seward 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  E.  Parks 
In  Memory  of  Wesley  C.  Rasberry  and  Wesley  R.  Rasberry,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Lester  0.  Bennett 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Johnny  M.  Blackwell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  T.  Porter 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Ray  McGehee 
In  Memory  of  Lester  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dolph  Martin 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bess  Tolar,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  H.  Rushing 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Paullette  Pipes,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Louis  Keller 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Buck  McNeil,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  G.  Hayes 
In  Memory  of  Mrs  H.  N.  Tannehill,  given  by  Mrs  Bill  J.  Marphis 
In  Memory  fo  J.  W.  Teddlie,  given  by  Elsie  Ragan 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Viola  LeBlanc,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 
In  Memory  of  C.  C.  West,  given  by  Zwolle  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Tina  Rufli,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs  Jack  Roginson,  Julie  &  Joan 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Frank  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Robinson  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lester  Bennett,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lee  Bergeron 
In  Memory  of  Larry  Hollenshead,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  G.  Mixon,  Ronald  Wayne 
&  Judy 

In  Memory  of  William  Tillotson,  Sr.,  given  by  Mabel,  Winnie,  &  Caroline  Tillotson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Fred  King,  given  by  Misses  Margaret  Clinton  &  Rozelle  Fomby 

In  Memory  of  Charles  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W  H.  Wright  &  Russell 

In  Memory  of  L.  C.  Aycock,  given  by  Maggie  &  Jimmy  Carter 

In  Memory  of  Frances  Hamilton,  given  by  Maggie  &  Jimmy  Carter 

In  Memory  of  Lester  Bennett,  given  by  Maggie  &  Jimmy  Carter 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Sadie  Spier,  given  by  Miss  Wilma  Jordan 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Emmett  White,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  White  &  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lottie  Laing,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs  Warren  S.  White 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ana  Butler  Tannehill,  given  by  Miss  Maggie  Hinton 

In  Memory  of  Larry  Hollends,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  L.  Nelson 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Paulet  Pipes,  given  by  Mrs.  Alton  Weems 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ed  McDonald,  given  by  Mrs.  Ida  K  Preis 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ed  McDonald,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs  Louis  Preis,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ed  McDonald,  given  by  Rev.  Claude  E.  Barron 
In  Memory  of  Mike  McGough,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Vincent 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lowell  Grazar,  given  by  Mrs.  Florence  T.  McKinnon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lola  Noel,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  M.  Adger,  Sr 
In  Memory  of  William  Michael  McGough,  given  by  John  Miller  &  Johnny 
Muckleroy,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lowell  H.  Frazar,  given  by  The  Bachman  Nabors 
In  Memory  of  Stafford  W.  Long,  given  by  Camille  T.  &  Marie  Nabors 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Bob  Burgess 
In  Memory  of  Marvin  J.  Butler.  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gary  W.  Brummett 
In  Memory  of  Lester  Bennett,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Bill  Rogers 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ed  McDonald,  given  by  Jack  &  Katherine  Grace 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ed  McDonald,  given  by  The  Bridge  Club.  St.  Joseph.  LA 


In  Memory  of  Wilbur  Humphries,  giveh  by  Mrs.  H.  P.  Clinton 

In  Memory  of  Robert  L.  Reno,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  P.  Clinton 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Will  Tolar,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  P.  Clinton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Heard,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Allan  Houser 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Robinson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Allan  Houser 

In  Memory  of  Lowell  H.  Frazer,  given  by  Mrs.  I.  B.  Nickey  &  Miss  Faye  Nickey 

In  Memory  of  Stephen  Lee,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  Mitchell,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bunk  Smith 

In  Memory  of  Jeff  King,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Don  Bickham 

In  Memory  of  Harvey  Barber,  given  by  Don  &  Maggie  Bickham 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Charles  C.  Hart,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bruce  Lynn 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Pickett,  given  by  Don  McCaughey  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  T.  Hargrove 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald.  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Ruth  D.  Lang 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  M.  E.  Higginbotham,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.  given  by  Wesley  Fellowship  Class 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Beatrice  Hoon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Josie  Lawson,  given  by  Flora  M.  Cardwell 
In  Memory  of  M.  L.  Snead,  given  by  Flora  M.  Cardwell 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Max  McDonald,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Grady  Hull 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Walter  Bull,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Grafton  McKenney 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Charles  C.  Hart,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Clements 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  Mitchell,  given  by  Elsie  Pullen  Sunday  School  Class,  Vivian 
UMC 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Carroll,  given  by  Lois  W.  Carroll 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  V.  Liner,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  Hughes  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  V.  Liner,  Vr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Earl  Perryman 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  O.  Smith,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Cook 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Cook 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  Murphy,  given  by  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Louis  M.  Coppage 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  W.  M.  Reddith,  Sr.,  given  by  Miss  Bessie  Gillenwater 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Paul  Deason,  given  by  Mrs.  Curtis  Eddy 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ped  Kay,  given  by  Audrey  Claire  Hruschka 
In  Memory  of  Judge  Stuart  Kay,  given  by  Audrey  Claire  Hruschka 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ada  Wallenburg,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Kilroy 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ella  Spinks,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Kilroy 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Oneida  Cooley,  given  by  Ethel  Watkins 
In  Memory  of  Sue  Williams  Howard,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Golson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carl  F.  Lueg.  given  by  Mrs.  Thurmon  Spinks 
In  Memory  of  Charles  W.  Allen,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roy  W.  McIntyre 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Cecil  Kelly,  given  by  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Jeff  Clark 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ana  Butler  Tannehill,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  D.  Grissom 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Charleyville,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  D.  Grissom 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Castor  Causey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwin  Preis 
In  Memory  of  T.  W.  Wells,  given  by  Mrs.  Isabel  L.  Cuney 
In  Memory  of  Merton  A.  Abington,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stanley  Wyatt 
In  Memory  of  Ricky  Sewell,  given  by  Paul  &  Marilyn  Merkle 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Douglas  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  S.  Gowland 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marvin  J.  Butler.  Jr.,  given  by  Don  C.  Jones  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Vallon  F.  Hicks,  given  by  Don  C.  Jones  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  E.  McKenzie,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  H  .Miller 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Don  Chapman,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Miller 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Sidney  King,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Miller 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  M.  White,  given  by  Larry  &  Margie  Spier 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Rosa  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Robinson  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  O.  D.  Carlisle,  given  by  Floy  &  Melton  Powell 
In  Memory  of  Marvin  Hair’s  Father,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carl  Lueg,  given  by  Miss  Josie  Lamkin 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  E.  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  E.  R.  Burr 
In  Memory  of  Aubrey  Green,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  L.  Gray 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  B.  Tannehill,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  L.  Gray 
In  Memory  of  Vallon  F.  Hicks,  given  by  The  McCoy  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Pat  Payne  Houston,  given  by  Mrs.  Gladys  P.  Boyett 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  S.  Cooley,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  M.  Cooley 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Tolar,  given  by  Pete  Thiels,  Randy  Ewing,  Douglas  Pepper 
&  Don  Sims 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Chapman,  given  by  Jane  &  Phil  Rice 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dan  Chapman,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  G.  Judd 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Horace  Curry 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald.  Sr.,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  R  Whitaker 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Margaret  Butler 
In  Memory  of  Emmett  White,  given  by  Zelma  Pipes  Millikin 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Oman  Spell,  given  by  the  Adult  SS  Class,  Rayne,  LA 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  S.  Cooley,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Grimes 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  J.  Brotherton,  given  by  Longstreet  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Robert  J.  Brotherton,  given  by  Howard  &  Lucille  Denison 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Cecil  Kelly,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Southerland 


h  rom  I  lie  Su/HTiiitriiili-iil 


Providing  h 

We  recognize  that  a  large  number 
of  neglected  and  disturbed  children 
have  lost  their  faith  in  their  families, 
other  adults,  in  themselves,  and 
also,  very  often,  in  God.  If  this  is 
true,  then  it  becomes  our  mission  to 
strive  to  rebuild  their  trust  through 
our  service  of  providing  a  good  home 
and  providing  the  things  that  all 
children  need,  and  this  includes  a 
good  Christian  education  with, 
wholesome  religious  experiences 
and  opportunities.  A  Christian 
agency  must  stand  for  a  service  to  chi 
to  what  Christianity  believes.  Therefore,  our  work  becomes  our  witness  to  our 
faith.  With  this  understanding  our  religious  education  must  then  be  geared  to 
the  child's  ability  to  use  and  accept  it. 

To  help  us  meet  these  needs,  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  employs  a  full 
time  minister  to  work  in  the  area  of  religious  education  and  also  in  the  area  of 
church  and  community  relations.  It  is  the  minister’s  responsibility  to  work  with 
the  Administration  in  the  organization  of  Christian  education  and  to  foster 
spiritual  growth  within  our  child  care  program. 

Our  children  need  the  opportunity  to  be  exposed  to  God’s  teachings  and  to 
attend  and  worship  with  other  children  in  local  churches  within  our  nearby 
community.  Therefore,  it  becomes  the  responsibility  of  our  minister  to  be  the 
liaison  or  “Working  through  person”  of  all  church  activities  that  involve  our 
children  such  as  Sunday  School  and  Sunday  morning  worship  services,  parties, 
choirs,  UMY,  Sunday  evening  services,  etc. 

We  need  to  realize  that  a  child’s  experience  of  love  and  forgiveness  with 
adults  is  generally  consistent  with  his  experience  and  understanding  of  religion. 
Often  this  is  the  problem  we  must  face  and  work  through.  Many  of  our  children, 
in  the  past,  have  experienced  inadequate  relationships  of  love  and  forgiveness 
with  the  adults  in  their  lives,  and  very  often,  these  same  adults  have  had  rather 
twisted  ideas,  which  have  been  passed  on  to  the  children  who  come  into  our 
care.  This  strongly  suggests  that  our  entire  program  of  Christian  education 
must  begin  with  our  providing  wholesome  experiences  of  love  and  forgiveness 
for  our  children;  thus,  at  the  same  time  providing  religious  exposure  and 
additional  church-related  opportunities  for  them.  Through  this  process  we  can 
help  create  a  good  consistency  for  our  children  and  it  can  enable  them  to  be  able 
to  cultivate  a  more  wholesome  outlook  on  life. 

With  emphasis  on  the  spiritual  growth  of  the  individual,  it  is  the  adopted 
|  philosophy  of  our  agency  that  all  of  our  children,  along  with  their  houseparents 
and  other  appropriate  staff,  are  to  participate  in  Sunday  School  and  Sunday 
morning  worship  services.  In  addition,  we  strongly  encourage  our  children  and 
youth  to  involve  themselves  in  other  areas  of  their  church  life;  therefore, 
transportation  and  the  other  needed  things  are  provided  for  these  additional 
religious-oriented  activities. 

.  Although  the  Chaplain  has  direct  responsibility  for  the  religious  life  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  other  members  of  our  child  care  staff  also  play  an 
important  role.  With  the  assistance  of  our  minister,  they  are  responsible  for  the 
religious  life  and  Christian  tone  in  the  House  and  on  the  Campus.  Such  things  as 
grace  as  mealtimes,  prayer  at  bedtime  and  Bible  Stories  fall  within  this  area  of 
responsibility. 

All  of  the  work  done  toward  meeting  physical,  emotional  and  social  needs  is 
incomplete  unless  spiritual  needs  are  given  attention.  As  stated  in  the  Home’s 
siatement  of  purpose,  the  Home  exists  as  a  visible  declaration  of  the  Church’s 
belief  in  God  and  his  message  of  reconciliation.  Therefore  the  Children’s  Home 
is  committed  to  translating  that  belief  into  effective  means  of  providing 
services  to  the  goal  of  strengthening  individualand  family  life. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Cecil  Kelly,  given  by  Ila  Bee  Barnett  &  Zama  B.  McKellar 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Marjorie  Lueg,  given  by  The  James  Levy’s  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Fred  K.  Golson,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  Sara  Beth  Brady 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  King  Gladney,  given  by  Mrs.  Sara  Beth  Brady 

In  Memory  of  Carlton  Oxford,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  Oxford 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Louie  L.  Bass,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lester  0.  Bennett 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Cecil  Kelly,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  D.  Barnett 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jarrett  B.  Morrison,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lester  0.  Bennett 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  E.  M.  Dill,  given  by  Pollock  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ana  Tannehill,  given  by  A1  M.  Cobb 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Grisham,  given  by  Gerald  &  Rae  Delaney 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Abbie  M.  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Afton  V.  Martin 

In  Memory  of  Marvin  J.  Butler,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leland  Sullivan 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ana  Tannehill,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Graydon  K.  Kitchens,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Sadie  Spier,  given  by  Miss  Angela  N.  Williams 
In  Memory  of  Marvin  J.  Butler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Puckett  &  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Doug  McCoy 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  V.  F.  Hicks,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Puckett 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  D.  M.  Hueston,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  M.  Cooley  &  Mrs.  Kitty 
Croom 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Sadie  Spier,  given  by  Mrs.  C.  G.  Scott 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ana  Butler  Tannehill,  given  by  Charlotte  Lewis 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Emmett  White,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  D.  M.  Hueston,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Brien  Stevens 
In  Memory  of  Richard  Jordan,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  E.  Snider 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marvin  J.  Butler,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leon  M.  Roberts 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Cecil  Kelly,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  W.  Hudson,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Stephanie  Seabaugh,  given  by  Margaret  Jobe 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Robert  F.  White,  given  by  Mrs.  John  J.  Bridges,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ed  McDonald,  given  by  Vallie  Ramsey 
In  Memory  of  Frank  Grimes,  given  by  Mrs.  Nell  Miles 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  T.  S.  Cooley,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otto  Bolin 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Odessa  Bennett,  given  by  the  Lucille  McLean  SS  Class,  1st  UMC, 
Bastrop 

In  Memory  of  Stephanie  Elaine  Seabaugh,  given  by  Mrs.  C.  J.  Neblett 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  R.  Holman,  given  by  Mrs.  C.  J.  Neblett 
In  Memory  of  Douglas  M.  Hueston,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Sumners 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Sadie  Spier,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  T.  W.  Leonard 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  T.  W.  Leonard 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0.  R.  Barnes,  Rusty  & 
David 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  G.  C.  Harville 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  The  Louis  Testa’s 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Davidson-Perry  Post  #174, 
American  Legion 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Poe 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Belle  Day,  given  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Lockhart  &  children 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Montiel  P.  Chapman,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Lobrano  & 
Boys 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Josie  N.  Lawson,  given  by  Mrs.  Martha  Wimberly 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Conde  McClain,  given  by  the  Gerald  McLendon  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Lee  Lazarus,  given  by  Ray  &  Eulara  Bagley 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Mae  Pennywell,  given  by  Ray  &  Eulara  Bagley 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  F.  Hindman 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Douglas  Fowler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hugh  A.  Stanberry 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  V.  Hicks,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wilbanks 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marvin  Butler,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wilbanks 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Muller,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wilbanks 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Cooley,  given  by  Sylvia  &  Leroy  Owen 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  V.  F.  Hicks,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leon  M.  Roberts 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lottie  Laing,  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  Franks 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Margaret  S.  Higginbotham,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Denton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  V.  F.  Hicks,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Jones  &  Rhonda 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  M.  J.  Butler,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Jones  &  Rhonda 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  M.  Bankston,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Evear  Culmer,  given  by  Krotz  Springs  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carrie  Hamill,  given  by  The  Jerry  Gulledge’s 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carrie  Hamill,  given  by  the  Bill  Johnson’s 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carrie  Hamill,  given  by  the  Gus  Lieber’s 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carrie  Hamill.  given  by  the  A1  Maden’s 
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irs  Church  marks  Rally  Day  |  News  from  Centenary  College 


Services  to  disadvantaged 


Climbing  the 
Ladder  of  Learning 


Algiers  Church  recently  held 
Promotion  and  Rally  Day,  and  their 
program  involved  active  participation  by 
the  children. 

The  Kindergarten  -  Second  Grades, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Peggy  May, 
showed  how  the  ladder  of  learning  is 
climbed  in  Sunday  School.  The  third  - 
sixth  classes,  under  the  direction  of  Miss 


Paula  Stude,  presented  a  play  “Noah’s 
Ark.”  They  made  all  of  their  costumes 
and  props.  Mr.  Gerald  Stude, 
Superintendent,  presented  new  Bibles  to 
students  graduating  to  third  grade. 
Special  recognition  was  given  to  all 
Sunday  School  teachers.  The  Rev.  Carey 
Martin  is  Pastor. 


Treasurer’s  Report 
as  of  September  8 

Dr-.  Leonard  Cooke,  Conference  Treasurer,  has  made  the  following  report  on 
percentage  of  decimal  items  paid  as  of  September  8, 1976: 


District  Supt.  Fund 
Episcopal  Fund 
Pension  Fund 
Equitable  Sal.  Fund 
Black  College  Fund 
World  Service 
Gen.  Administration 
Juris.  Admin. 
Conference  Admin. 
Inter.  Coop  Fund 
Interchurch  Conf. 
Gen.  Aid 
Min.  Education 
Centenary  College 


1976 

65.7% 

66.3% 

63.7% 

75.8% 

38.6% 

49.9% 

56.1% 

55.4% 

52.1% 

33.9% 

44.8% 

47.1% 

39.0% 

39.5% 


1975 

68.9% 

70.1% 

64.9% 

72.6% 

38.4% 

49.4% 

56.6% 

63.1% 

52.7% 

30.5% 

41.5% 

50.8% 

39.2% 

39.2% 


District  superintendents  support 
Lafon  Home  Fund  Drive 


Three  of  the  nine  District  Superintendents  involved  in  making  plans  for  Lafon 
Home  were  photographed  when  they  met  recently  at  First  Church,  Alexandria. 
They  are  (l-r)  Reverends  William  P.  Fraser,  Hammond;  Kenneth  G.  McDowell, 
Lafayette;  and  A.  Jerome  Cain.  Alexandria,  (-photo  by  R.  F.  Harrington) 


A  summer  experiment  in  reduced 
tuition  rates  at  Centenary  College  was 
highly  successful,  and  is  scheduled  to  be 
continued  again  next  summer,  according 
to  an  announcement  from  the  College.  A 
total  of  435  students  were  enrolled  in 
regular  summer  courses,  and  an 
additional  97  audited  the  Summer  School 
for  Alcohol  Studies  course,  bringing  the 
total  to  532.  This  compares  with  a  total  of 
156  enrolled  in  summer  courses  a  year 
ago.  The  tuition  for  the  summer  session 
was  reduced  by  50%  to  $30  per  credit 
hour,  and  a  number  of  new  courses  were 
also  added  to  the  curriculum. 

Centenary  is  one  of  the  few  colleges  in 
the  nation  that  makes  a  guarantee  with 
regard  to  tuition  costs  not  rising  during 
any  undergraduate  generation.  Students 
entering  this  fall  are  guaranteed  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  that  their  tuition 
charges  will  not  be  raised  during  their 
four  years  of  continuous  enrollment. 
Tuition  costs  are  now  $700  per  semester. 
It  has  also  been  announced  that  a 
reduction  of  50%  in  tuition  fees  for  the 
master’s  degree  programs  in  business 
and  education  will  be  in  effect  this  year. 
Tuition  charges  at  Centenary  have  not 
been  increased  since  1972,  according  to 
the  college. 

Centenary  has  announced  the  course 
sequence  for  the  two  master’s  programs 
in  business  and  education  being  offered 
this  fall.  The  Master  of  Education  and 
the  Master  of  Business  Administration 
courses  are  on  a  schedule  which  will 


enable  those  who  are  employed  still  to  be 
able  to  complete  the  degree  in  less  than 
two  years.  These  Master’s  degree 
programs  for  Centenary  in  business  and 
education  were  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  are  being  offered  this  fall 
for  the  first  time. 

In  other  news  from  Centenary,  it  is 
noted  that  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Louisiana  Commission  of  Higher 
Education  has  approved  a  $19,400  grant 
of  Title  I  funds  for  the  college  to  expand 
and  improve  its  program  of  continuing 
education  for  persons  over  60.  This  will 
enable  the  college  to  continue  this 
program  formerly  funded  by  the  Caddo 
Council  on  Aging.  The  Council  will 
continue  to  give  technical  assistance  to 
the  program.  The  program  has  been  in 
effect  since  1967,  and  since  that  time 
thousands  of  older  citizens  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  classes.  The  courses 
are  college  level,  non-credit  courses, 
offered  annually  in  at  least  two  six-weeks 
series  during  the  fall  and  spring 
semesters,  free  of  charge,  to  all  persons 
in  the  area  who  are  60  years  of  age  or 
over.  Approximately  20  courses  are 
offered  each  semester. 

And  —  for  the  third  straight  year 
Centenary  has  experienced  an  increase 
in  enrollment,  according  to  Dr.  Theodore 
Kauss,  dean  and  acting  president.  The 
total  enrollment  for  the  fall  semester  has 
exceeded  900!  This  is  the  largest 
enrollment  since  the  1969-70  academic 
year. 


Church  community  centers  fill  needs 


Shown  in  this  picture  is  Clarissa  Foret,  (far  right)  recipient  of  the  scholarship  to 
attend  Nicholls  State.  With  her  are  the  Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  superintendent  of  Dulac; 
Elaine  DeFelice,  Senior  High  UMY  director;  and  Lena  Verdin,  who  participated  in 
the  Bicentennial  pageant  at  A  nnual  Conference. 


Board  of  Discipleship 
projects  programs 


Some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  are  shown  in  this 
picture  when  they  met  at  Horseshoe  Drive  Church,  Alexandria,  to  conduct  business 
and  discuss  programmatic  projections,  (r-l)  W.  Odell  Simmons,  Chairman;  Jack 
Paris,  Secretary;  and  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  Conference  Secretary  of  Evangelism. 

Multiple  Staff 
Workshop  scheduled 

A  MULTIPLE  STAFF  workshop  is 
scheduled  to  be  held  November  15-16  at 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City, 

Mo.,  and  interested  possible  participants 
are  invited  to  inquire  for  details  from  the 
Conference  COM  offices  in  Shreveport. 

Topics  on  the  agenda  will  include  job 
descriptions,  team  ministries,  conflict 
management,  ethics,  schedules 
“Relationships”  to  the  following  will  be 
discussed:  senior  minister,  each  other. 

Administrative  Board,  and  congregation. 

Registration  fee  is  $10.00  and  Novem¬ 
ber  1  is  deadline  for  registration. 

Church  Music  Workshop 

First  Church,  Shreveport,  announces  a 
Church  Music  Workshop  to  be  held  Oct 
16  and  17th.  The  Saturday  session  begins 
at  9:00  A  M.  with  a  seminar  on  worship 
followed  after  lunch  by  a  choral 
laboratory  rehearsal.  The  Workshop 
ends  Sunday  evening  with  a  7:00  P.M 
Festival  Service.  Participants  are 
invited  without  charge. 


Community  Centers  in  poverty 
neighborhoods  of  large  and  small  cities 
are  a  good  example  of  how  our  United 
Methodist  Church  responds  to  its  concern 
for  people  in  all  circumstances  of  life. 
Within  our  Conference  there  are  several 
community  centers  which  provide 
particular  services  for  the  people  in 
surrounding  neighborhoods. 

Dulac  Community  Center,  Dulac; 
Hughes  United  Methodist  Center,  Baton 
Rouge;  Peoples’  Community  Center  and 
St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  both  in 
New  Orleans  -  all  respond  through 
Christian  care  and  concern. 

Dulac 

The  Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Dulac,  in  his  report  to  Annual 
Conference  this  year,  noted  that  although 
we  can  “ .  all  rejoice  in  the  success  of 
past  work  and  accomplishments  .  . 
there  is  much  work  yet  to  be  done  .  .  .” 
He  points  to  some  of  the  accomplish¬ 
ments.  The  Center’s  work  in  education  is 
motivational  and  supportive.  So  weak  is 
the  educational  experiences  of  some  of 
the  parents  that  the  Center  is  needed  to 
assist,  in  providing  the  proper  back¬ 
ground  for  the  pre-school  children  so  that 
they  will  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  for  education.  This  is  done 
through  Day  Care  and  Home  Visitation 
programs. 

Encouragement  and  motivation  for  the 
school-age  child  is  also  necessary.  This  is 
done  through  the  work  incentive 
program,  tutoring,  and  youth  counseling. 
Last  year  a  scholarship  was  provided  to 
make  it  possible  for  a  youth  to  attend 
college. 


The  immediate  medical  care  problem, 
says  Mr.  Milton,  is  accessibility.  Efforts 
are  being  made  to  utilize  the  resources  of 
the  total  community  in  conjunction  with 
a  private  foundation  to  secure  a  model 
rural  medical  practice  clinic  staffed  by 
doctors  and  an  administrator. 

In  the  field  of  economic  development, 
LSU  Extension  Service  gives  its  support 
to  Dulac  in  a  number  of  constructive 
ways.  Hopefully,  new  life  will  be 
breathed  into  a  Fisherman’s  Co-op, 
which  will  help  in  this  area  of  service. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Center  there 
was  a  full-time  effort  just  to  provide  food 
for  the  people  of  the  community.  Today 
religious  services  exist  to  meet  the 
spiritual  needs,  along  with  the  every  day 
needs  being  served  The  Board  of 
Directors  continues  to  be  sensitive  to  the 
developing  needs  of  the  people,  largely 
Indian. 

Hughes 

Hughes  is  a  community  center  serving 
a  specific  area  of  Baton  Rouge.  It  is 
supported  by  the  churches  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  the  Conference,  and  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  ministry 
at  this  Center  provides  a  Day  Care 
Center  for  working  mothers,  supervised 
after-school  recreation,  summer  day 
camp,  sewing  and  knitting  classes  for 
teenagers  and  adults,  job  information 
and  placement,  and  emergency  aid  for 
persons  in  need. 

(The  work  of  Peoples’  Community 
Center  and  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center,  both  in  New  Orleans,  will  be 
highlighted  in  a  future  edition  of  this 
newspaper.) 


were  in  “Dublin’s  Fair  City 


Pictured  here  are  some  of  the  Louisiana  delegates  to  the  Thirteenth  World  Methodist  Conference  held  in  Dublin,  Ireland  in  late 
August.  In  the  left  to  right  order,  they  are:  L.  Ray  Branton,  Shreveport;  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Alexandria;  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Baton  Rouge;  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  Shreveport;  J.  Henry  Bowdon.  Sr.,  Lake  Charles;  Thomas  H.  Matheny,  Hammond;  and  Henry 
C.  Blount,  Jr..  Lake  Charles. 


Around  our  conference 


Asbury  Church,  Lafayette,  continues 
to  have  a  busy  calendar  of  events.  The 
church  is  holding  a  Flea  Market  this 
month,  with  a  percentage  going  to  UMW 
for  their  community  missions.  Youth  of 
the  church  are  donating  the  proceeds  of 
their  booth  to  UMW.  Also  at  Asbury 
Christian  Education  Week  was 
appropriately  celebrated  with  teacher 
appreciation,  a  family  night  supper,  and 
other  activities.  The  Rev.  James  J. 
Caraway  is  pastor. 

♦  *  * 

Formal  opening  of  the  new 
recreational  facility,  youth  lounge  and 
neighborhood  center  was  held  at  Noel 
Church  in  Shreveport  recently.  Dr.  Carl 
F.  Lueg,  District  Superintendent,  led  the 
service  of  consecration.  Pastor  is  Dr. 
Benedict  Galloway. 


First  Church,  Pineville,  recently 
reported  a  continuing  number  of 
significant  events.  Among  these  were  a 
program  on  the  Spanish-speaking 
Ministries  in  New  Orleans,  presented  by 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lawson  Lee,  of 
Felicity  Church;  a  Workshop  on  Youth 
Ministry;  and  a  Prayer  Retreat 


j' 


sponsored  by  the  Commission  on 
Evangelism.  Pastor  is  Rev.  B.  E.  Bond. 

Vivian  Church  held  a  Revival  in  late 
September,  at  which  time  the  featured 
speaker  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  of 
First  Church,  Shreveport.  Louis 
Coppage,  Pastor,  reports  a  highly 
successful  week. 

*  •  * 

First  Church,  Covington,  indicates  that 
their  “Little  School,”  operated  from 
nursery  and  kindergarten  during 
weekdays,  has  a  registration  of  124  for 
the  fall.  The  Rev.  Ed  Barksdale  is  pastor. 

Two  members  of  First  Church,  Eunice, 
were  named  “Outstanding"  laypersons 
of  the  church.  They  are  Marcella 
Ninemire  and  W.  B.  Maynard.  Their 
pastor,  William  I.  Eubanks,  notes  “.  .  . 
their  dedication  and  witness  to  Christian 
love  is  indeed  an  inspiration  to  others 
who  also  serve ...” 

Delhi  Church  celebrated  its  first 
Homecoming  in  late  September.  A  host 
of  members,  friends,  and  former 
members  attended.  Pastor  is  the  Rev.  E. 


J.  Martin,  and  Mr.  Delbert  Shoemaker 
was  chairman  of  the  event. 

•  *  * 

Mr.  Ronnie  Merrill,  a  member  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
received  a  singular  honor  in  the  state 
when  he  was  chosen  one  of  five  florists  to 
share  in  the  planning  and  decorating  for 
the  Bicentennial  visit  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  of  England  to  Philadelphia  and 
Washington.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

St.  Matthew  Church,  Algiers,  held  its 
Annual  Men’s  Day  using  the  theme  of  the 
blessedness  of  the  man  whose  ”...  law  is 
of  the  Lord  ...”  A  guest  speaker  from  a 
local  Baptist  Church  addressed  an 
enthusiastic  group,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Russell  L.  Jones,  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Tom  H.  Matheny,  well-known 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  First  Anniversary 
Celebration  of  the  Uptown  Men’s  Club  in 
New  Orleans.  Members  from  Parker, 
Napoleon  and  Carrollton  Churches 
attended. 

*  *  * 

First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  recently 
held  its  annual  Potluck  Welcome  dinner 
for  new  international  students  in  the 


community.  This  is  a  popular  event  in  the 
college  community  and  as  in  former 
years,  was  very  successful.  Pastor  is  Dr. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn. 

Horseshoe  Drive  Church,  Alexandria, 
held  a  revival  early  this  month,  with  the 
Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  District 
Superintendent  serving  as  Revival 
Preacher.  This  was  reported  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  to  be  an 
enthusiastic  event  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 

Wesley  Church,  DeRidder,  recently 
held  an  inspirational  Revival.  Dr.  John 
R.  Brokhoff  and  the  Rev.  Barbara 
Brokhoff,  of  Georgia,  were  the  leaders. 
Dr.  Brokhoff  is  a  Lutheran  minister, 
author  and  Professor  at  Candler  School 
of  Theology.  The  Reverend  Mrs. 
Brokhoff  is  a  United  Methodist  and  a 
North  Georgia  Conference  Evangelist. 
The  Rev  Homer  Bailes  was  song  leader. 
Burton  F.  Blair  is  Pastor  of  Wesley. 

UMW  of  First  Church,  Westlake, 
hosted  a  Bicentennial  Tea  at  the  Fanta 
Home  .  .  .  Brushwood  UMW,  Dubberly, 
received  Banner  Roll  recognition  for 
their  highly  successful  efforts  in  study, 
work  and  service  in  the  Ruston  District. 


Mrs.  I.  W.  Rowland  is  President.  Pastor 
is  the  Rev.  Steven  M.  Spurlock. 


Trout-Eden-Urania  Charge  is  always 
involved  in  many  interesting  and 
inspiring  events,  according  to  the  pastor 
the  Rev.  James  McLelland.  One  of  these 
was  celebrating  “Christmas  in  July”  in 
song  and  story.  Realizing  the  importance 
of  Christmas,  members  chose  to 
celebrate  it  more  than  once  a  year. 
Another  event  in  the  life  of  the  church 
was  observance  of  Youth  Sunday,  with 
the  young  people  in  charge  of  morning 
worship. 

Some  Senior  Citizen  Notes:  The 
Retired  Club  of  University  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  recently  took  a  nostalgic 
trip  down  “Music’s  Memory  Lane”  at 
one  of  their  luncheons.  This  club  is  active 
in  the  church  .  .  .  YAH  (Young  At  Heart) 
of  First  Church,  Jennings,  were  guests  at 
a  special  luncheon  sponsored  by  the 
Council  on  Ministries.  An  attendance  of 
44  was  noted  .  .  .  Senior  Citizens  of  First 
Church,  Pineville,  call  themselves  DMA 
(Don’t  Mention  Age).  They  meet  on  the 
third  Thursday  of  each  month  for  lunch 
and  fun. 


Additional  “Heritage 
Sunday”  Report 

From  the  Monroe  District  Reverend 
Clyde  C.  Frazier  District  Superintendent 
announces  the  additional  following 
reports. 

Pioneer  Church  $45;  Forrest  Church 
$20.  Reverend  Steve  Bearden  pastor. 

Delhi  Church  $97.36,  The  Reverend  E. 
J.  Martin,  pastor. 

This  paper  expects  that  there  will  be 
additional  reports  to  be  added  to  the 
Heritage  Sunday  offering  which  was  just 
under  $114,000  at  last  report.  All  those 
associated  with  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation  are  grateful  for 
these  reports. 

Reverend  Clyde  S.  Clark,  director  of 
the  Foundation,  has  just  returned  from 
the  National  Meeting  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation  Directors  which  was 
held  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Reports  showed 
that  there  is  a  healthy  growth  in  Philan¬ 
thropic  giving  among  United  Methpdists 
throughout  the  nation.  Dr.  Clark 
presented  to  those  present  a  Louisiana 
Conference  Bicentennial  medallion 
which  was  appraised  by  all  as  a  unique 
way  to  launch  a  foundation’s  program. 
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Student  fund  deserves  support 


The  United  Methodist  Student  Aid 
Fund  —  the  oldest  church-operated 
college  loan  program  in  the  nation  —  is  in 
serious  financial  trouble  (see  TM/UMR. 
Oct. 8). 

Administrators  of  the  fund  announced 
recently  that  ("short  of  a  miracle”)  all 
loan  applications  will  have  to  be  rejected 
beginning  this  week  because  money  is 
about  to  run  out.  Rarely  on  sound 
financial  footing  in  recent  years,  the  loan 
programs  suffers  from  two  maladies :  ( 1 ) 
Escalating  demands  from  students  for 
loans  because  of  rising  costs  in  higher 
education  and  the  tight  national 
economic  situation;  and  (2)  chronic 
decline  in  contributions  from  local 
church  offerings  which  provide  the  bulk 
of  available  loan  money. 

Supported  largely  by  the 
denomination’s  Student  Day  Offering, 
the  fund  has  not  experienced  enough 
growth  in  recent  years  to  remain  abreast 
of  inflation.  Less  than  half  of  its  $600,000 
annual  goal  was  reached  last  year,  and 
figures  through  August  of  this  year  show 
the  situation  to  be  deteriorating. 

The  fund’s  bleak  financial  picture  not 
only  hurts  individual  United  Methodist 
students,  but  strikes  against  the 


institutions  of  higher  education  with 
which  we  as  a  church  are  affiliated. 
Church-related  colleges  are  already 
placed  at  a  great  financial  disadvantage 
in  competition  with  state  institutions 
which  offset  some  student  costs  via  tax 
support.  If  church-related  colleges  are  to 
have  a  chance  to  serve  more  than  just  the 
wealthy,  loans  must  be  available  to 
students. 

And  while  the  student  aid  fund,  at  its 
best,  will  not  solve  the  financial  crunch 
felt  by  many  church-related  colleges  and 
students,  the  absence  of  such  a  fund  is  a 
sad  commentary  on  the  commitment  of 
our  church  to  higher  education. 

United  Methodists  everywhere  should 
consider  the  importance  of  church 
presence  in  higher  education  and  support 
that  presence  through  contributions  to 
the  Student  Aid  Fund. 

“The  crisis  would  be  averted.”  loan 
fund  administrators  say.  "if  every  local 
church  did  nothing  more  than  designate 
a  communion  offering  for  student  loans.” 
We  urge  local  churches  to  do  just  that, 
and  we  urge  all  United  Methodists  on  an 
individual  basis  to  support  this  worthy 


The  head  of  United  Methodism’s 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  makes 
a  valid  point  when  he  charges  that 
bishops  and  district  superintendents  who 
limit  appointments  of  black  ministers  to 
black  churches  seriously  injure  the  cause 
of  racial  inclusiveness  and  minority 
leadership  development  in  our 
denomination  (see TM/UMR,  Oct.  8). 

While  such  practices  are  not  universal 
across  United  Methodism,  few 
knowledgeable  church  members  would 
deny  that  such  appointment  procedures 
are  more  frequently  the  rule  than  the 
exception  in  our  annual  conferences. 
But  while  conference  leadership  must 
rightfully  accept  the  ultimate  blame  for 
such  a  fact  in  a  system  where  ministers 
are  "sent”  to  local  churches  rather  than 
"called”  by  local  churches,  individual 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


congregations  cannot  shirk  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  role  in  the  problem. 

It  seems  obvious  that  a  "racially 
closed  itineracy”  system  is  not  so  much  a 
plot  by  conference  leaders  to  shut  out 
minority  ministers,  as  it  is  a  reaction  to 
the  reality  of  white  local  churches  which 
express  an  unwillingness  to  accept 
minority  ministers. 

We  urge  local  churches  across  the 
denomination  to  let  conference  leader¬ 
ship  know  the  doors  of  their  churches  are 
open  to  the  most  able  ministers 
available,  regardless  of  their  race. 
Congregations  which  feel  uncomfortable 
or  hesitant  about  making  such  a 
declaration  should  begin  the  process  of 
asking  "Why?",  and  seriously  studying 
the  implications  of  such  a  position. 


Who  really  ‘closes’  itineracy? 


Where  I  saw 


...breaking  down 
barriers 

Bv  ARTHUR  II.  JONES .IR. 

It  was  immediately  following  a 
morning  service  of  worship  that  I 
spied  four  men  chatting  together  in 
an  almost  total  spirit  of  high 
animation.  Their  eyes  glistened; 
their  spirits  soared;  every  possible 
barrier  that  often  comes  between 
men  was  clearly  and  obviously 
missing  They  were  welded  in  joyous 
fellowship;  and  I  said  to  a 
distinguished  visitor  among  us, 
"There  is  the  Church.” 

Looking  somewhat  bewildered, 
the  visitor  said.  “I’m  not  sure  I 
understand  what  you  mean?” 

And  I  replied.  “You  see  those  four 
men  visiting  together  in  obvious  joy 
and  gladness?” 

He  said,  "Yes.  But  what  about  it?” 

And  I  said.  “Well,  two  of  those 
men  have  PhD  degrees,  and  each  is 
the  head  of  a  department  at  the 
college  nearby,  while  the  other  two 
are  almost  totally  without 
education.  One  got  as  far  as  the  sixth 
or  eighth  grade,  and  is  sort  of  a 
“jackleg”  electrician;  and  the  other 
didn’t  make  it  that  far  in  school.  He 
sells  some  kind  of  patent  medicine 
for  a  living.  Yet  there  are  no 
barriers  between  the  four  of  any 
kind.  They  love  one  another  openly 
and  unashamedly,  and  they  speak 
with  one  another  on  an  open  and 
solid  level.  There  is  the  church.” 

I  doubt  seriously  that  the  visitor 
understood  what  I  was  saying,  but 
God  Himself.  Who  is  no  “respecter 
of  persons,"  knew,  for  they  were 
brethren  in  the  highest  and  holiest 
sense  of  the  term.  Here  was  the 
Body  of  the  risen  Christ. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Johnston  City.  Tennessee. 


‘the  church’ 

...kneeling  to 
help  a  child 

By  RICHARD  W.  CONNER 

Three  years  ago.  at  a  church  in  the 
city,  we  developed  a  street  roller 
skating  ministry  for  the  children  of 
the  community. 

One  Saturday  when  I  was  on  the 
street.  I  felt  a  tug  on  my  trousers. 
Looking  down,  there  was  this  small 
child,  around  4  or  5  years  of  age. 
looking  up  at  me  with  his  big  brown 
eyes  and  babbling  so  quickly  that  I 
just  couldn’t  understand  what  he 
was  saying?  Bending  over,  I  listened 
as  he  repeated  his  sentence  two  or 
three  more  times.  Finally,  I  was 
able  to  make  out,  ".  .  .  mister,  tie 
my  hood  .  .  .”  Getting  down  on  my 
hands  and  knees,  in  the  middle  of  the 
street,  I  reached  behind  his  head 
covering  it  with  his  hood,  and  tied  it. 

There  I  was.  one  of  the 
"privileged”  majority,  down  on  my 
knees  in  the  street,  tying  the  hood  of 
this  little  black  child.  What  a 
contrast!  For  right  next  to  us  was 
this  large  church,  at  one  time  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  conference,  with 
its  ornate  stained  glass  windows, 
with  its  highly  prized  pipe  organ, 
with  its  tradition  of  great 
evangelism  and  many  "revivals.” 

Over  the  years  little  children  like 
Eric  had  driven  away  most  of  its 
members,  but  on  this  one  afternoon 
the  church  was  still  alive,  found  on 
the  street  trying  to  reach  out  and 
love;  and  in  this  simple  act  of 
kneeling  and  tying  the  strings  of  a 
hood,  the  church  was  real  to  me.  For 
after  all,  is  this  not  where  Christ  is  to 
be  found? 

Rev.  Conner  is  pastor  of 
Millersville  UMC  in  Millersville. 
Pennsylvania. 


Suggest  how  we  can  reverse  ‘anything  goes' 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  and  reread  your  editorial, 
"Protest  can  be  counterproductive."  in 
the  Sept.  24  issue.  I  am  not  sure  I 
understand  the  point  of  the  writing. 

You  say  the  film  "The  Sex  Life  of  Jesus 
Christ”  "deserves  nothing  but  the 
disgust  and  abhorrence  of  Christians 
around  the  world.”  Then  you  say  public 
protestations  “will  result  only  in  its 
elevation  to  ‘major  league’  status.” 

What  course  of  action  would  you 
suggest  be  taken  against  an  offensive 
film  such  as  this?  If  we  ignore  it,  so  that 
it  will  not  receive  added  publicity,  we 
will  be  accused  of  apathy.  If  some  speak 
out  or  actively  campaign  against  its 
showing,  they  will  be  accused  of  giving  it 
“major  league”  status. 

By  your  own  admission,  you  learned  of 
this  project  two  years  ago  and  “judged 
its  news  value  to  our  readers  .  .  .  not 
worth  space  in  our  columns.”  Might  not 
that  have  been  the  time  to  alert  your 
readers,  so  that  public  indignation  be 
given  a  chance  to  deter  such  a  project? 

I  ask  again,  what  do  you  suggest  we  do 
to  reverse  the  "anything  goes"  attitude 
which  currently  prevails  in  our  society? 

Mrs.  M.  Woolverton 
St.  Louis.  Missouri 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  believe  Chris¬ 
tians  should  actively  and  publicly  ex¬ 
press  their  disapproval  of  all  por¬ 
nography  and  its  effects,  rather  than 
singling  out  and  giving  added  publicity  to 
this  particular  pornographic  film  pro¬ 
ject. 
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A  divine  invitation 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  point  that  "the  Christian  faith 
makes  no  claim  to  be  all-knowing  about 
the  mysteries  of  the  universe” 
(TM/UMR.  Oct.  1)  is  indeed  well  taken. 
There  very  likely  is  some  sort  of  life 
elsewhere  in  Ihe  universe,  perhaps  even 
intelligent  life. 

But  for  now,  the  results  of  findings  on 
Mars  can  serve  to  enhance  our 
awareness  of  the  uniqueness  of  life  here 
on  earth.  And  this  is  our  summons  to  go 
forth  to  other  worlds,  as  I  see  it.  The  fact 
that  there  is  water  on  Mars,  even  the 
polar  caps  of  ice,  is  a  divine  invitation.  So 
even  though  your  "hope  that  the  Viking 
II  mission  to  Mars  uncovers  some 
evidence  of  life”  was  disappointed,  it  has 


Our  fathers  and  mothers  used  to  talk  of 
the  “Church  Militant”  as  the  striving 
fellowship  that  we  now  see  and  feel,  and 
the  "Church  Triumphant"  as  the  blessed 
community  to  which  we  expect  to  belong 
in  the  life  to  come.  The  late  Francis 
Gerald  Ensley  (TM/UMR.  Oct.  1) 
always  lived  in  the  unbeaten  and 
unbeatable  communion  with  God  and  his 
earthly  children  that  is  the  Church  of  the 
Tomorrows. 

When  Mrs.  Nall  and  I  saw  him  last  at 
St.  Vincent’s  Hospital.  Dublin,  a  week 
after  he  was  stricken  at  the  World 
Methodist  Conference,  he  wanted  to  talk 
about  the  church  and.  characteristically, 
turned  our  very  brief  conversation  away 
from  himself.  He  was  poised  and  patient, 
as  always.  And  he  was  looking  forward  to 
years  of  unscheduled  church  work  after 
six  quadrenniums  in  the  episcopal  office 
in  Iowa  and  Ohio. 

He  was  unquestionably  the  most 
scholarly  bishop  in  the  present  company, 
with  many  qualities  of  his  distinguished 
uncle.  Francis  John  McConnell.  He  could 
have  been  comfortable  in  a  professorial 
chair  for  a  lifetime,  but  he  never  slighted 
the  bishop’s  administrative  load,  nor 
complained  about  the  time-consuming 
tasks  that  some  bishops  have  thought 
"unspiritual.” 

He  coveted  for  his  preachers  —  men 
and  women,  young,  old  and  middle  aged 
—  a  chance  to  study.  When  he  spoke  in 
public  or  private,  he  was  always 
carefully  prepared  with  facts  which  he 
knew  how  to  present  logically,  with  a 


certainly  uncovered  the  potential.  And 
that’s  up  to  us,  I  believe. 

A  good  start  is  with  the  L-5  Society, 
1054  E.  Elm,  Tucson,  Arizona.  This  is  a 
society  for  space  colonization  which  has 
taken  seriously  the  proposal  of  Dr. 
Gerald  O’Neil  at  Princeton  that  habitats 
be  built  at  the  La  Grange  points  in  outer 

Joseph  A.  Hazlitt 
Hinton.  Oklahoma 
I  divergent  vietv  of 
Metliodist-hA  It  union 
To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  well-written  article, 
“I  experienced  the  church  —  in 
structures  coming  together,”  —  by 
George  W.  Cooke  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  9),  I 
must  express  a  very  divergent  view. 


disarming  story  or  two  along  the  way.  He 
was  a  master  of  the  well-turned  phrase. 
To  the  cliche’,  "Books  are  a  preacher’s 
tools.”  he  replied.  "You  have  no  idea  how 
many  of  the  boys  are  trying  to  get  along 
with  their  bare  hands.” 

Never  given  to  wearing  clerics,  he 
presided  with  consummate  skill  and 
counseled  both  persons  and  groups  with 
studied  restraint.  He  dared  to  tell  the 
Denver  meeting  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  some  implications  of  "world¬ 
wideness”  that  the  more  impatient 
did  not  want  to  hear.  His  remarks 
about  the  relationship  between 
high  salaries  and  global  hunger  will  be 
remembered  by  all  who  heard  in  the 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting  at  Lincoln 
City. 

Gerrv  Ensley  saw  the  temporal  and 
spiritual  affairs  of  the  church  blessedly 
related.  He  headed  at  one  time  the 
Council  on  World  Service  and  Finance 
(Administration)  on  the  American  scene 
and  the  World  Methodist  Council’s 
committee  on  evangelism.  Though  he 
was  very  tired  during  his  last  year  in 
active  duty,  he  added  to  his  overcrowded 
schedule  an  evangelistic  mission  in 
Scandinavia.  One  of  his  best  books  is  on 
evangelism.  “Persons  Can  Change.” 

He  and  his  lovely  wife  were  going  home 
from  Dublin  to  settle  their  furniture  into 
a  new  house.  And  now  he  has  gone  to  the 
eternal  home  where  he  will  find  new 
tasks  as  a  neighbor  and  householder  to 
keep  him  busv 

-T.  OTTO  NALL 


To  me  the  Methodist-EUB  union  could 
have  brought  about  the  demise  of 
Methodism  as  a  denomination.  I  also 
have  a  definite  preference  for  the 
seminary  training  as  it  was  practiced 
prior  to  the  merger. 

In  our  congregation  I  can  see  no 
improvement  as  a  result  of  the  merger.  I 
was  bom  into  Methodism  and  do  not  wish 
to  make  a  change  after  fifty  years,  but  I 
would  like  to  turn  the  church  clock  back 
ten  years. 

Catherine  E.  Thomas 

Blue  Island,  Illinois 

lion  ran  any  Christian 

eondone  abortion? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  continuing  controversy  among 
Christians  about  abortion  mystifies  me. 
The  headline,  “U.M.  execs  ask  no  shift  on 
abortion”  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  17) 
represents  a  view  which  is  contrary  to 
every  tenet  of  our  faith,  in  my  opinion. 
How  can  anyone  who  believes  in  God  and 
Jesus  Christ  condone  the  murder  of 
unborn  children?  I  note  the  practice  of 
referring  to  the  latter  with  the  term 
“fetus,"  a  clear  indication  that  those 
using  it  shrink  from  calling  the  baby 
what  it  really  is,  a  living,  God-given 
human  being.  You  never  hear  them  refer 
to  their  own  bodies  with  the  term 
“corpus.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  Methodists,  and 
indeed  all  Christians,  cannot  come  out 
forthrightly  and  unequivocally  against 
the  slaughter  of  helpless  innocents,  then 
they  are  suspect  in  every  other  area  of 
their  professed  beliefs. 

George  F.  Platts 

Ormond  Beach,  Florida 
The  ehureh  has  / trovided 
for  me  very  noil 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  September  24  issue  a  letter  from 
the  widow  of  a  Methodist  minister  states 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  does 
not  provide  for  the  widows  and 
dependent  children  of  ministers  very 
well. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  a  Death 
Benefit  Plan  which  the  minister  can  join 
when  he  becomes  a  part  of  the  group 
hospitalization  plan.  'Hie  amount  we  pay 
is  very  small,  and  the  benefits 
tremendous. 

As  the  widow  of  a  minister,  I  received 
insurance,  and  my  youngest  son  receives 
$540  twice  a  year  to  pay  college  expenses, 
as  long  as  he  takes  a  full  course  in 
college.  Besides  this  he  receives  a 
monthly  check  which  helps  him  to  meet 
other  expenses.  He  can  receive  as  many 
as  8  of  these  twice  yearly  checks  as  long 
as  he  is  enrolled  as  a  full-time  student 
until  he  is  25  years  of  age. 

I  do  not  receive  enough  to  live  on.  as  a 
widow,  but  I  do  supplement  what  I  earn 
and  I  am  truly  grateful  for  the  way  in 
which  we  are  helped. 

No  one  expects  death  to  make  it 
necessary  to  take  advantage  of  the  Death 
Benefit  Program,  but  young  ministers 
and  wives  should  very  seriously  consider 
taking  advantage  of  this  plan. 

Incidentally,  if  my  other  boys  had  still 
been  in  college,  they  would  have  been 
eligible  also. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Cain 
/  Ruston,  Louisiana 

7W/  llir  oilier  side 
To  the  Editor: 

The  article.  "Make  justice  really  for 
all"  by  William  Steel  in  the  October  1 


On  the  TM/UMR  Rent 

Gerald  Ensley:  The  church 
was  (and  is)  his  life 


T.  Otto  Nall 
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Here  I  Stand 


When  you  threaten 


your  child  in  haste 


By  ALETHA  LINDSTROM 

Is  it  always  wise  to  carry  through  when 
we  threaten  to  punish  a  child?  The 
experts  tell  us  that  we  should  consider 
carefully  before  deciding  upon 
discipline,  but  that  once  we’ve  promised 
punishment,  we  should  be  ready  to  back 
up  our  words  with  action. 

I’m  sure  the  experts  are  right  if  the 
promised  punishment  is  just.  However, 
even  the  best  parents  are  only  human; 
and  when  we  are  overly  tired  or  our 
patience  has  been  sorely  tried,  we  are  in 
danger  of  threatening  in  haste  and 
repenting  at  leisure.  “Johnny,  if  you 
throw  sand  once  more,  you’ll  have  to 
play  alone  the  rest  of  the  week!"  Or, 
"Susie!  A  tear  in  your  best  dress!  I  told 
you  to  change  before  you  went  out  to 
play!  Well,  that  settles  it.  You  just  can’t 
go  to  Mary’s  party.  I  certainly  don’t 
intend  to  buy  you  a  new  dress !  ” 

So  now  what?  Johnny  throws  sand. 

( It’s  only  Monday. )  He  needs  to  play  with 
the  other  children.  Mother,  when  she’s 
had  time  to  consider,  remembers  that 
five-year-old  Johnny  was  up  later  than 
usual  the  night  before  and  that  a  nap 
would  be  the  best  solution  to  the  problem. 
And  Susie  has  planned  for  days  to  attend 
Mary’s  party.  Isn’t  the  punishment  too 
severe?  Besides,  the  party  will  be  spoiled 
for  Mary  if  Susie,  her  best  friend,  can’t 
attend.  Susie’s  mother,  once  her  anger  is 
over,  realizes  that  wearing  a  mended 
dress  to  the  party  would  be  a  fair  and 
effective  way  of  teaching  Susie  to  care 
for  her  clothes. 

But  the  promise  has  been  made.  Won’t 
failure  to  carry  it  out  be  interpreted  as  a 
sign  of  parental  weakness?  Won’t  it 
invite  further  disobedience? 

When  I  am  faced  with  a  similar 
situation,  I  recall  an  experience  from  my 
own  childhood.  My  mother,  the  chief 
disciplinarian  of  the  family,  was  a  hard- 


attitude 

issue  brought  some  thoughts  to  mind.  I 
doubt  that  Dorn  Camara  and  William 
Steel,  and  many  city  people,  have  been  in 
the  fields  when  the  Chavez  union  was 
causing  trouble.  I  know  that  in  the 
Delano  area,  and  also  in  Soledad  and 
Greenfield  areas,  there  has  been 
violence  by  this  union.  At  one  time 
workers  were  taken  in  and  out  of  the  field 
by  police  officers  in  order  to  get  through 
the  strikers.  Also,  tires  were  slashed, 
windows  broken  on  cars  and  stones 
thrown,  and  so  on. 

I  know  the  unions  have  been  trying  to 
get  permission  for  their  organizers  to  go 
into  the  fields,  at  any  time,  to  talk  with 
the  workers.  This  was  not  permitted  and 
I  think  this  is  good. 

And  who  feeds  the  world?  Not  the 
unions  —  the  hard  working  farmers  do. 
With  all  the  people  starving  all  over  the 
world,  the  unions  do  not  care  enough  to 
try  and  help  save  the  crops.  They  want 
power  and  money. 

With  any  decency  there  can  be  some 
compromise  and  a  reasonable 
agreement  that  will  help  the  workers  and 
the  consumers. 

Winifred  Grigg 
Greenfield,  California 


working,  reserved  woman;  and  though  I 
loved  and  admired  her,  I  never  felt  really 
close  to  her.  One  hot.  sultry  day,  a 
"weather-breeder."  we  Ohio'  farmers 
called  it.  Mother  and  I  picked 
strawberries  from  dawn  through  the  heat 
of  noon.  After  a  hurried  midday  meal, 
Mother  stoked  the  wood  burning  stove 
and  together  we  tackled  the  seemingly 
endless  task  of  washing,  hulling  and 
canning  the  great  heaps  of  berries.  I 
grew  more  tired  and  irritable,  and  so,  I 
suppose,  did  Mother,  as  the  afternoon 
wore  on.  But  the  climax  came  when  a 
tray  of  hot,  canned  fruit  slipped  from  my 
wet  fingers  and  crashed  to  the  floor,  just 
after  Mother  had  cautioned  me  to  be 
careful.  Mother,  her  face  flushed  and 
damp  from  the  heat,  turned  on  me 
angrily,  “Just  leave  it.”  she  commanded 
as  I  attempted  to  pick  up  the  pieces  of 
glass.  "Leave  it  and  go  to  your  room. 
And  you’ll  stay  there  without  your 
supper.” 

I  still  remember  how  humiliated  I  was, 
and  how  unfairly  I  felt  I  had  been 
treated.  The  hard  knot  of  resentment 
inside  me  grew  until  I  crept  into  bed  and 
cried  myself  into  a  fitful  sleep. 

Toward  evening  a  slight  sound  roused 
me;  and  I  sat  up,  still  aware  of  the 
stifling  heat  and  of  the  bitter  resentment 
inside  me.  My  mother  stood  by  my  bed 
holding  a  small  tray.  “I’m  sorry,”  she 
said  gently.  “I  was  cross  and 
unreasonable.  I’ve  brought  you  your 
supper.” 

She  placed  the  tray  on  my  lap  and 
together  we  asked  the  blessing.  Then  she 
sat  with  me  while  I  ate.  Never  had  food 
tasted  better  than  that  simple  meal  of 
cold  chicken,  homemade  bread  and  cool 
buttermilk.  After  I’d  finished.  Mother, 
usually  so  undemonstrative,  pressed  her 
cheek  against  mine  and  kissed  me. 

When  she  left,  I  slid  down  in  bed.  The 
hot,  hurting  inside  me  was  gone  and  I  felt 
good  all  the  way  through.  A  cool  breeze 
moved  the  ruffled  curtain,  white  in  the 
early  moonlight,  and  the  fragrance  of 
honeysuckle  drifted  into  the  peaceful 
room.  I  felt  very  close  to  my  mother, 
closer  than  ever  before,  as  I  went  back  to 
sleep. 

Years  have  passed  since  that  summer 
day.  Why  does  it  remain  so  clear  in  my 
memory?  Probably  because  I  realized 
how  deeply  unfairness  can  hurt  a  child  — 
can  hurt  anyone  —  and  how  quickly  that  • 
hurt  can  be  healed  when  one  is  big 
enough  to  say,  sincerely  and  honestly, 
‘AI’m  sorry,”  and  make  amends.  ;\ 

Now  that  I  have  children  of  my  own,  I 
try  very  hard  never  to  threaten  in  haste, 
but,  being  human  and  quick-tempered,  I 
occasionally  promise  punishment  that  I 
later  realize  is  unfair.  When  I  do,  I 
remember  that  long  ago  day  and  say, 
“I’m  sorry.”  Then  I  adjust  the 
punishment  to  fit  the  misdeed.  And  I’m 
sure  that  my  children  love  me  more  for 
being  human,  and  respect  me  for  being 
big  enough  to  admit  my  mistake. 

” Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Aletha  Jane 
Lindstrom,  resides  in  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  "Here  I  Stand," 
TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


Join  The  Calcutta 

Milk 
Run 


Dateline: 

Calcutta, 

India 


Each  dawn  reveals  the  start  of  a  program  to  feed  thousands  of 
undernourished  children.  On  street  corners,  in  courtyards,  at 
churches— children  gather  for  a  morning  meal  of  milk, 
chapitas  and  other  high  protein  food.  This  is  love  in  action. 


A  UMCOR  project— one  of  many  United  Methodist  Child 
Support  programs— which  minister  to  more  than  a  million 
children  each  day.  In  India  UMCOR  works  with  CASA 
(Church's  Auxiliary  for  Social  Action)  to  provide  better 
education,  medical  care,  and  homes  for  children  and  adults. 


I 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to: 

I  UMCOR  Rm.  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr. 
I  New  York, 


21 2-275 T| 

Sign  up  now  for  the  Calcutta  Milk  Run  | 
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- Annual  Conference 

The  United  Methodist  Child  Support  Program  is  a  pad  ol  the  world  wide  ministry  ol  Ihe  Board  ol  Global  Ministries,  with 
child  care  institutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials. 
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What  makes  pledge 
campaigns  succeed? 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Local  churches  shouldn’t  expect 
successful  pledge  campaigns  if  they  view 
commitment  to  stewardship  as 
"something  that  happens  in  the  fall” 
rather  than  as  a  year-round  emphasis 
tied  to  all  the  programs  of  the 
congregation. 

Amid  diverse  methods  and 
philosophies  for  raising  funds  for  church 
budgets,  that  was  the  over  arching 
wisdom  offered  by  representatives  of 
four  United  Methodist  local  churches 
recently  contacted  by  TM/UMR  and 
asked:  “Why  have  you  been  successful  at 
raising  money  in  your  church?” 

The  four  churches  varied  greatly  in 
size,  location  and  character.  They 
likewise  varied  in  their  approaches  to 
securing  budget  pledges  from  their 
congregations.  But  they  shared  the 
"common  ground”  of  having  put  their 
stewardship  program  together  in  a  way 
which  placed  money  raising  and  the 
ongoing  "service  life”  of  the  church  in 
the  same  "nutshell." 

Leeville  UMC,  a  rural  church  of  96 
members,  near  Lebanon,  Tennessee: 
Local  church  members  frankly  admit 
that  not  too  many  years  ago  Leeville 
church  was  "stagnant.”  There  were  84 
members  on  the  rolls,  but  only  about  35 
regularly  showed  up  for  worship  and  a 
$100  offering  on  Sunday  was  "a  good 
thing." 

Today,  the  rural  church  (named  after 
a  town  no  longer  large  enough  to  appear 
on  Tennessee  road  maps)  has  96 
members.  And  while  that  amount  of 
growth  may  not  be  staggering,  some 
accompanying  statistics  that  came  with 
that  growth  are  a  bit  more  impressive: 
Worship  attendance  now  averages  about 
55  persons,  last  Sunday’s  offering  was 
$337.  Even  more  impressive  is  the  fact 
that  the  church’s  budget  increased  by  72 
per  cent  in  1975  over  1974  and  the  current 
budget  rose  12  per  cent  above  the  1975 
mark. 

What  has  happened  at  Leeville  UMC? 

Mrs.  Wayne  Garrett,  an  active 
member  and  wife  of  the  church’s 
treasurer,  says  its  finance  campaign  has 
"given  the  congregation  a  new  vision  of 
what  the  church  can  be.”  She  says  the 
initial  financial  thrust  was  provided  by 
the  church  being  involved  in  a  pilot 
project  in  1974  to  test  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship's  "New  Commitment 
Plan"  —  which  has  since  been  used  in 
various  other  churches  around  the 
country. 

Real  secret — involvement 

But  while  that  project  was  a  launching 
device,  the  real  secret,  according  to  Mrs. 
Garrett,  has  been  the  "involvement”  In 
the  whole  work  of  the  church  that  has 
grown  out  of  that  project.  She  describes 
the  process  like  a  large  circle  —  money 
launching  programs  and  outreach 
projects,  those  programs  and  projects 
creating  interest  within  the 
congregation,  and  more  money  coming 
in  because  of  that  interest. 

"Involvement”  began,  she  says,  when 
the  laity  took  charge  of  raising  pledges 
and  efforts  proved  successful  at  finding  a 
job  in  the  pledge  campaign  for  at  least 
one  person  from  each  of  Leeville’s  26 
member  families.  The  result  was  the 
most  successful  pledge  campaign  in  the 
modem  history  of  the  church. 

With  the  influx  of  money  from  that 
campaign,  Leeville  church  took  its  first 
"unshaky”  steps  into  the  community 
around  it.  It  began  to  provide  help  for  the 
House  of  Hope,  a  center  for  disabled 
children.  It  also  began  helping  a  needy 
college  student  with  expenses,  and 
started  the  church’s  first  library. 

"We  found  out  that  if  a  church  doesn’t 
go  forward  some  way  with  its  outreach,  it 
will  go  backward  financially  and  every 
other  way,”  she  said.  "The  whole  life  of 
our  church  has  changed  for  the  better.” 

Good  Shepherd  UMC.  a  church  of  350 
members  in  St.  Charles  City,  Maryland: 
Good  Shepherd  UMC  has  a  history  of  not 
only  successful  pledge  campaigns,  but 
often  ends  the  year  with  more  money 
collected  than  pledged.  Last  year,  for 
instance,  the  church  collected  percent 
more  than  was  pledged 

The  Rev.  Charles  Lightner.  who  is 
pastor  at  Good  Shepherd,  attributes 
much  of  the  fund  raising  success  to  the 
policy  he  maintains  of  "budgeting 
everything”  and  then  not  "coming  back 
to  the  congregation  every  Sunday  with 
another  dun  fora  special  offering ." 

"The  general  United  Methodist 
procedure  of  raising  pledges  and  then 
asking  for  more  money  through  special 
offerings  is  in  conflict  with  every  rule  of 
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BOOKS  FOR  SALE:  "The  Life  of  an  Old  Time 
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successful  stewardship  I’ve  ever  head.” 
Mr.  Lightner  says.  "We  plan  for  our 
special  offerings  and  put  them  in  the 
budget  When  our  people  make  a 
commitment  they  know  that  includes 
•everything  that  can  be  foreseen.” 

No  one  method 

Good  Shepherd  does  not  follow  any  one 
method  of  soliciting  pledges  each  year, 
but  tries  to  make  each  campaign  fit  the 
times.  Pledge  raising  visitations  have 
been  used  as  well  as  special  mailing  and 
all-church  programs.  He  says  the 
"method”  is  not  nearly  so  important  as 
the  continuing  process  and  philosophy  of 
the  church,  and  its  emphasis  on 
stewardship. 

"We  stress  and  teach  stewardship  the 
year  round.”  Mr.  Lightner  says.  "A 
basic  understanding  of  what  stewardship 
means  is  the  heart  of  any  successful 
program.”  He  says  that  when  members 
know  the  needs  and  know  what  is  asked 
of  them,  they  come  through  more  often 
than  not. 

First  UMC,  a  congregation  of  1.800 
members  in  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa:  First 
Church  in  Fort  Dodge  believes  a  "bare- 
bones"  budget  for  operation  of  the  local 
church  and  a  strong  emphasis  on 
outreach  has  provided  much  of  its 
success. 

In  1973  the  congregation  invited 
representative  from  the  Finance  and 
Field  Service  section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  assist  in  its 
finance  campaign,  and  found  that 
assistance  to  be  a  turning  point  in  fund 
raising. 

"The  team  brought  a  real  spiritual 
emphasis  to  our  fund  raising,"  says  the 
Rev.  J.  A.  Leatherman,  senior  pastor  of 
the  church.  As  a  result  of  that 
experience,  the  congregation  made  a 
commitment  to  "outreach  as  the  number 
one  goal  of  the  church.”  Since  that  time 
the  budget  and  the  pledges  have 
continued  to  climb  and  the  1975-76  budget 
surpassed  the  budget  of  the  previous  two 
years  by  53  per  cent. 

"The  active  outreach  program  has 
generated  an  excitement  which  has 
made  the  task  of  raising  money  easier 
than  ever  before,"  Mr.  Leatherman 
says. 

Leap  of  faith 

Initially,  he  says  the  congregation  had 
to  take  a  "leap  of  faith”  as  it  sought  to 
"reach  out  to  others  first”  with  its 
program.  Now  the  "no-nonsense” 
approach  to  the  local  operating  budget 
and  the  strong  stress  on  outreach  has 
become  a  standard. 

"Many  people  are  reluctant  to  talk 
about  money,”  Mr.  Leatherman  says, 
"but  they  will  talk  about  program.”  He 
says  First  Church’s  record  shows  that 
when  a  congregation  talks  about 
program  the  money  will  follow  and  that 
"giving  becomes  one  of  the  most  joyous 
things  we  do.” 

Faith  UMC,  a  418  member 
congregation  in  Phoenix,  Arizona:  Faith 
UMC  through  the  years  has  become  a 
well  known  success  story  in  stewardship 
throughout  the  denomination.  Several 
national  articles  have  been  written  about 
its  success  and  it  recently  has  been 
included  in  a  church-wide  film  on  good 
stewardship. 

The  Rev.  Edwin  Daniel,  who  has 
pastored  Faith  Church  since  1965,  says 
his  church’s  secret  is  that  it  insists  on 
commitment  from  its  members  —  and 
that  includes  pledges. 

"We  are  not  interested  in  anyone 
becoming  a  member  of  our  church  unless 
that  person  is  ready  to  commit 
themselves  to  the  work  before  us,"  he 
says.  Faith  Church  averages  326  persons 
in  worship  each  Sunday,  consistently 
exceeds  its  pledge  goals,  and  helps  with 
37  different  mission  projects  in  Phoenix 
and  elsewhere.  He  says  there  have  never 
been  more  than  five  non-pledging 
families  in  the  church  at  any  time. 

Support  or  don’t  join 

Mr.  Daniel  tells  prospective  members 
to  either  expect  to  pledge  something  to 
support  the  church  or  not  to  join.  And  the 
“hard  line  approach"  seems  to  work,  as 
evidenced  by  the  recent  pledge 
campaign  in  which  a  goal  of  $119,000  was 
set  and  within  two  hours  $135,000  had 
been  pledged 

The  church  also  does  not  use  any 
"gimmicks"  to  raise  money.  "We’re  sick 
and  tired  of  gimmicks,"  Mr.  Daniel  says. 
"We  expect  people  to  give  because  of 
what  they  believe."  There  are  no  special 
offerings  or  fund  raising  projects  —  not' 
even  a  UMYF  car  wash. 

In  addition  to  giving  money,  he  points 
out  that  at  least  50  percent  of  the 
congregation  is  involved  in  some  sort  of 
mission  project  on  a  personal  basis. 

"We  are  not  lukewarm  here,  and  we 
don’t  intend  to  be,”  he  says.  "Either  a 
person  is  actively  committed  or  they 
don’t  stay  around  long." 

He  has  a  standard  reply  for  persons 
who  think  the  church  asks  too  much  of 
them:  "If  you  think  we  expect  too  much, 
you  ought  to  read  the  Gospel.  It  asks  a  lot 
more." 

Buddhist  monks  work 
for  relief  agency 

NEW  YORK  -  The  traditionally 
influential  Buddhist  monk  will  be 
enlisted  by  Church  World  Service  to 
tench  family  planning  in  rural  Thailand. 

The  program,  which  was  announced 
here  by  the  ecumenical  development 
agency,  will  train  more  than  100  monks 
to  educate  others  about  methods  of 
contraception  and  the  value  of  limiting 
family  size.  The  two-year  project  will 
cost  $24,730. 

Church  World  Service,  an  agency  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  has  30 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  member 
communions. 


Board  maps  strategy 

Minority  churches 
stressed  as  priority 


It  lint  mol; vs  the  plate  come  back  Jail  aV  empty? 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Finances  in  ‘black' 

Discipleship  board 
evidences  new  mood 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  --  Things  are  looking  up 
for  United  Methodism’s  youngest  and 
most  troubled  general  board.  The  Board 
of  Discipleship  (BOD)  is  financially  in 
the  black  again,  expects  to  stay  that  way 
throughout  the  new  quadrennium,  and 
much  of  the  in-fighting  which  has 
plagued  it  appears  to  be  over. 

With  that  rosy  picture  painted  for  it 
here  last  week,  the  new  board  (with  a  60 
percent  turnover  in  membership)  took  on 
a  heavy  load  of  responsibilities  to  the 
local  church  for  1977-80  in  a  new  mood  of 
harmony  and  with  some  optimism. 

"Four  years  and  $l-million  in  debt 
after  this  board  was  formed,”  declared 
re-elected  board  president  Bishop  W. 
Kenneth  Goodson,  "we  have  found  that 
what  couldn’t  be  done,  has  been  done." 
Break-even  budget  revealed 

BOD  will  end  1976  with  a  break-even 
budget  for  the  first  time  in  three  years.  It 
will  have  a  cash  surplus  of  some  $348,000. 
And  it  has  been  streamlined  structurally 
so  that  financial  solvency  will  continue, 
says  its  chief  financial  officer  -  good 
news  indeed  for  a  board  which  incurred 
an  over-all  deficit  of  $1. 1-million  in  1974 
and  a  cash  shortage  of  $176,000  in  1975. 

Created  from  six  former 
denominational  boards  and  agencies  by 
the  1972  General  Conference,  BOD  has 
been  beset  with  money,  staff  and 
structure  problems  from  the  beginning. 
Continuing  efforts  to  streamline  program 
units  and  realign  staff  have  led  to 
frequent  internal  disputes. 

Meeting  increased  demands  for  its 
services  with  limited  funds  and  a  "lean” 
staff  will  now  be  its  biggest  problem,  the 
board  agreed  as  it  took  on  11  major  tasks 
at  last  week’s  organizational  meeting. 

It  will  ask  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  for  some  $225,000  in  missional 
priority  funds,  to  lead  three  quadrennial 
emphases  assigned  to  it  by  the  1976 
General  Conference.  The  emphases  are 
in  comprehensive  evangelism,  church 
school  renewal  and  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church. 

It  approved  professional  staff 
deployment  that  will  leave  vacant  eight 
of  50  top-level  staff  positions. 
“Directions:  1977-80“ 

And  it  approved  a  "Directions:  1977- 
BO”  report  which  stressed  the  need  to 
channel  resources  only  where  they  can 
be  used  most  effectively:  primarily  at 
jurisdictional,  conference  and  district 
levels  to  train  "leaders  of  leaders”  for 
the  local  church.  Board  involvement  with 
the  local  church,  the  report  said,  must  of 
necessity  be  limited  mostly  to  providing 
resources. 

In  a  sole  debate  on  the  plenary  floor, 
the  board  took  a  hard  line  on  shuffling  or 
increasing  staff  responsibilities  it  had 
already  agreed  upon.  A  plea  from  its 
program  unit  on  worship  to  retain  three 
staff  persons  (instead  of  taking  a  cut  to 
two)*because  of  a  heavy  workload  was 
granted,  but  only  if  the  unit  could  draw 
from  the  ranks  of  its  own  division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship. 
(The  division  later  made  the  shift  by 
relinquishing  one  of  11  projected 
evangelism  staff  persons.) 

No  one  argued,  however,  with  Bishop 
Goodson’s  statement  that  "we  are  now 
organized.  We  can  now  concentrate  fully 
on  programming  to  serve  the  church." 

Members  lost  no  time  in  approving 
eleven  priority  areas  for  fostering 
discipleship  across  the  church:  church 
school  development,  leadership 
development  and  training,  evangelism, 
strengthening  ethnic  churches, 
stewardship,  worship,  men’s  work,  age- 
level  and  family  ministries,  hunger  and 
value  formation,  developing  devotional 
resources,  and  providing  curriculum 
resources. 

Fifty-eight  annual  conferences  have 
already  sought  board  help  in  developing 
programs  for  emphases  on  "Decision 
Point:  Church  School"  and  "Com¬ 
prehensive  Evangelism,"  TM/  UMR 
learned  from  Dr.  Melvin  Talbert,  whom 
the  board  re-elected  last  week  as  its 


general  secretary.  "They  are  ready  to  go 
and  we  must  be  ready  to  respond,”  he 
said.  "That  will  be  our  greatest  con¬ 
cern.” 

The  board  also  agreed  on  some 
guidelines  which  are  to  cut  across  all 
programs : 

•  resourcing  and  serving  small 
churches ; 

•  enabling  the  laity  to  be  in  mission 
and  ministry  ; 

•  meeting  needs  of  persons  across  the 
life  span; 

•  working  with  and  through  the 
connectional  system; 

•  helping  form  Christian  values  and 
ethics; 

•  providing  models  for  a  full  range  of 
discipleship  functions. 

BOD  approved  a  1977  budget  of 
$4,368,300.  It  applauded  a  break-even 
operating  budget  of  $4,019,546  and  the 
projected  cash  surplus.  Newly-elected 
treasurer  Isaac  Brown,  formerly  acting 
chief  financial  officer,  told  TM/  UMR 
the  turn-about  has  been  due  to  better 
accounting  procedures,  closer  com¬ 
munications  with  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  drastic  reductions  in 
staff  and  budget  of  Discipleship 
Resources,  a  non-program  printing  and 
distribution  unit  which  incurred  the  bulk 
of  the  1975  deficit. 

In  final  actions,  board  members  took 
measures  to  correct  possible  imbalances 
in  their  ranks. 

They  called  for  more  attention  to  youth 
ministries  in  each  division,  and  an  early 
progress  report  on  placing  women  and 
minority  persons  in  leadership  positions. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  There  is  "no  single 
more  important  task"  for  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  (BHEM)  than  to  fulfill  the 
expectations  of  ethnic  minority  local 
churches,  that  board’s  top  executive  told 
board  members  here  last  week. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  BHEM  general 
secretary,  in  an  opening  address  before 
the  newly  organized  95-member  body 
said  issues  such  as  church-related 
colleges  and  Christian  higher  education 
must  be  considered  along  with  the 
problems  of  ethnic  minority  local 
churches.  He  said  his  board  must  help 
the  ethnic  churches  "strengthen  its 
ministries  —  ordained  and  lay  —  and 
provide  access  to  higher  education  for 
ethnic  persons,  identifying  and  enlisting 
bright  young  people  for  leadership  in  the 
churches  and  designing  institutional 
systems  which  makes  these  urgencies 
part  of  the  ongoing  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

His  remarks  set  the  tone  for  an 
organizational  meeting  of  the  board  Oct. 
6-8  during  which  little  legislation  was 
passed  but  much  discussion  took  place, 
as  one  member  put  it  “to  find  out  what 
we  are  to  do." 

Second  priority 

Church-related  colleges  and  issues  in 
Christian  higher  education  is  a  second 
priority,  according  to  Dr.  Trotter  He 
said  the  board  must  be  "the  principal 
arena  in  which  debate  and  decision  will 
reach  out  into  the  church.”  Based  on  the 
recommendations  from  the  National 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Higher 
Education,  he  urged  strategy  be 
developed  for  the  1980  General 
Conference  that  would  make  it  known  as 
the  "Higher  Education  General 
Conference."  That  can  be  the  occasion, 
he  said,  "for  the  church  to  set  itself  in  a 
new  and  thoughtful  commitment  to 
learning  and  to  learning’s  institutions.  ’’ 

The  third  direction  he  proposed  was 
reflection  and  policy  discussion  on  the 
wide-range  of  issues  in  the  professional 
life  of  the  church  —  ordained,  lay  and 
diaconal. 

Members  divided  info  the  four 
divisions  —  ordained  ministry,  diaconal 
ministry,  higher  education  and  chaplains 
and  other  related  ministries  —  to 
organize  and  develop  plans  for  the 
future. 

Two  college  problems 

Two  actions  on  crucial  problems  came 
in  the  division  on  higher  education,  which 
relates  to  church  colleges.  The  division 
passed  an  affirmation  of  support  for 
trustees  of  Alaska  Methodist  University, 
who  closed  the  school  this  fall  and  are 
engaged  in  a  process  of  reorganization 
and  evaluation  (see  TM/UMR,  Oct.  1) 
BHEM  officials  stressed  the  need  to  offer 
encouragement  to  the  trustees  while  at 
the  same  time  registering  serious 
concern  with  the  lack  of  direction  and 
management  shown  by  the  college. 

Western  Maryland  College  presents 
the  board  with  a  school  that  has  recently 
disaffiliated  with  the  church,  yet  through 
the  years  had  gained  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  of  church  money 
now  carried  in  its  buildings  and  assets. 
One  question  posed:  Should  the  church 
go  to  court  to  regain  its  investment? 


6 Tough  cookie 9  now  chief 
of  surgery  at  hospital 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  "I  was  a  tough  cookie 
until  I  was  16.  But  I  am  grateful  that  the 
Methodist  Church  had  so  much  to  do  with 
‘  D.’  Brown  getting  to  where  she  is 
today." 

And  where  is  she?  Here  at  Riverside 
Hospital  as  chief  of  surgery  Who  is  she? 
Dorothy  "D”  Brown,  a  black  medical 
doctor  who  battled  from  an  orphanage  as 
a  child  to  a  position  of  service  and 
prestige  today. 

Dr.  Brown  told  her  story  last  week  to 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  (see  related  story  on  this  page) 
saying  the  church  has  been  "a  bright  star 
on  the  horizon  of  my  life  ”  She  finished 
two  United  Methodist-related  colleges. 
Bennett  College  in  Greensboro,  N.C.  and 
Meharry  Medical  School,  Nashville, 
graduating  as  the  first  woman  surgeon. 
Her  education  was  paid  in  large  part  by 
women  of  the  Troy  (N  Y.)  Conference  of 
the  former  Methodist  Church. 


Dr.  Dorothy  Brown  greets  members 
Rfter  addressing  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  last  week  at  a 
banquet  honoring  her. 

TM-UMR  STAFF  PHOTO 


“When  I  told  my  high  school  counselor 
I  wanted  to  be  a  doctor,  she  looked  at  me 
in  amazement,”  Dr.  Brown  said.  "No 
wonder.  I  was  black,  female  and  had  no 
parents.  But  I  had  determination." 

Dr.  Brown  capsuled  her  success  as 
physician,  state  legislator,  civic  leader, 
humanitarian  and  church  worker  by 
listing  three  motivating  factors.  "You 
have  to  run  to  live,”  she  said.  "There  are 
so  many  things  to  do  and  life  is  so  short 
that  you  can’t  waste  a  moment  if  you 
want  to  get  some  things  done.” 

A  second  drive  to  succeed  came  when 
Dr  Brown  realized  that  "it  wasn’t  quite 
right  to  be  bom  black  in  America 
because  people  then  believed  blacks 
were  stupid  I  was  like  a  worm  in  hot 
ashes,  though,  in  my  classes  and  I 
determined  to  show  my  white  brothers 
that  I  was  one  black  who  wasn’t  stupid.” 

The  United  Methodist  laywoman 
attributed  the  third  factor  to  "learning 
how  to  approach  God.  I  believe  in  God 
and  approach  him  personally.  And  I’m  so 
grateful  for  the  church." 

The  church  board,  however,  is  not  the 
only  group  to  hear  her  story,  A  25-minute 
film  has  been  produced  for  distribution 
which  salutes  the  life  of  Dr  Brown  and 
the  12  pre  dominately  black  colleges 
related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Appropriately  titled  "Run  To  Live,”  the 
film  follows  the  career  of  Dr.  Brown, 
focusing  on  how  the  two  colleges  helped 
her  achieve  her  goals  and  presenting  her 
present  life-style  of  service  and  love  for 
people 

"Run  To  Live”  is  a  current  reminder  of 
the  church’s  Black  College  Fund  which 
has  an  annual  goal  of  six  millio%  dollars 
and  is  a  responsibility  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Since 
the  Fund’s  beginning  three  years  ago. 
United  Methodists  have  given  more  than 
$12  million  to  black  colleges 

Dr  Brown  told  the  board  members  she 
was  always  glad  to  address  a  UMC  group 
"so  you  can  take  a  look  at  the  investment 
you’ve  made."  Board  members  gave  her 
a  standing  ovation. 


The  division  was  not  readv  to  decide. 
Complicating  the  matter  is  the 
unanswered  question  on  the  part  of  the 
church:  what  does  it  expect  from  its 
colleges? 

The  division  instructed  the  executive 
committee  to  draft  a  letter  expressing 
concern  and  displeasure  over  the 
disaffiliation  and  send  it  to  Western 
Maryland  officials  and  related  persons 
Meanwhile  the  BHEM  staff  is  to  continue 
to  explore  the  situation  with  the  aid  of 
legal  counsel 

National  commission  reports 

Also  related  to  higher  education  were 
two  recently  published  volumes 
presented  to  board  members  from  the 
National  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Higher  Education,  a  "blue 
ribbon"  committee  of  distinguished 
educators  and  church  persons  doing 
research  on  the  church's  involvement  in 
education  Dr  Michael  T  Elliott, 
director  of  the  commission  said  “To  Give 
the  Key  of  Knowledge"  chronicles  the 
history  of  each  educational  institution 
ever  affiliated  with  the  UMC.  The  second 
volume.  "Toward  2000,"  assesses  the 
environment  for  independent  and 
church-related  higher  education  during 
the  last  half  of  the  20th  century 

New  officers 

Elected  president  of  the  BHEM  for  the 
next  four  years  was  Bishop  Ralph  Alton. 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  Elected  to  serve  as 
heads  of  the  board’s  divisions  and  as 
vice-presidents  were:  Bishop  James 
Ault.  Philadelphia,  ordained  ministry. 
Dr.  Claus  Rohlfs,  Dallas,  chaplains  and 
related  ministries;  Dr.  Ralph  Tanner. 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  higher  education; 
and  Ms.  Rena  Yocom,  Shawnee  Mission. 
Ks.  diaconal  ministry. 

Reaction  by  members 
Reaction  by  board  members  to  the  first 
meeting  was  primarily  positive.  Two 
laywomen  from  Seattle,  Wash,  who 
returned  for  second  terms,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Yanagimachi  and  Mrs.  Aloha 
Wycoff  said  they  were  excited  about  the 
possibilities  of  the  new  board  and 
delighted  with  the  apparent  concern  of 
board  members  to  take  their 
responsibilities  seriously. 

Milford  Oxendine  Jr.,  a  Native 
American  from  Pembroke,  N.C.,  said  he 
was  “impressed  with  the  warmth, 
response  and  sharing"  at  his  first 
national  board  meeting.  The  Rev.  Janice 
Huie,  Austin,  Tex.,  found  the  time  spent 
on  reflection  "good  and  necessary." 

Hugh  Herbert,  district  superintendent 
from  Missoula.  Mont.,  said  he  was 
disappointed  that  the  board  did  not  seem 
prepared  to  deal  with  some  issues  like 
the  Pastor-Parish  Relations  committees 
and  Bishop  Charles  Golden,  Los  Angeles, 
believed  the  board’s  own  election  process 
was  not  as  open  as  he  felt  it  should  have 
been. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  is  one  of  four  major  program 
boards  of  the  UMC.  It  is  responsible  for 
the  institutions  of  higher  learning  related 
to  the  church  and  manages  assests  and 
administers  programs  in  higher 
education  totaling  over  $40  million.  The 
board  is  also  responsible  for  campus 
ministry,  military  and  institutional 
chaplains,  diaconal  (lay)  ministries, 
loans  and  scholarships.  Black  College 
Fund,  Ministerial  Education  Fund  and 
HANA.  a  program  for  Hispanics,  Asians 
and  Native  Americans. 


JOHN 

WESLEY 

SPEAKS” 

TODAY! 


—  —  In  his  own  words, 

from  his  Journal  and  other  records, 
Wesley  comes  alive  again  on  tapes 
designed  for  spiritual  growth  and 
teaching  in  the  Wesley  tradition! 

#111  —  JOHN  WESLEY  IS  BORN 
AGAIN!  Hear  Wesley  tell  of  his  attempt 
to  find  salvation  through  good  works.  Fail¬ 
ing.  faith  avails  and  miracles  begin  A 
strong  testimony! 

*  112  -  MIRACLES  NEVER  CEASED! 

Wesley  teaches  that  miracles,  tongues, 
and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  continued  In  the 
church  after  Apostolical  times  Wesley  had 
no  doubts! 

#113  -  THE  NATURE  OF  CHRISTI¬ 
ANITY!  Wesley  teaches  on  the  nature  of 
true  Christians  and  Christianity. 

#114  -  MIRACLES  IN  EARLY 
METHODISM!  From  his  Journal,  Wesley 
tells  of  the  numerous  supernatural  works 
of  God  in  his  ministry. 

#  115  —  FAITH  THAT  JUSTIFIES  ALU 
Wesley's  famous  sermon  on  Faith  A 
classic  and  a  standard  of  all  Methodist 
doctrine.  Evangelical! 

Now  only  $4.75  each,  all  five  for 
$19.00.  Texas  residents  add  5%  sales 
ta tC.  Postage  is  prepaid. 

CHRISTIAN  CLASSICS  ON  TAPES. 

Box  683.  Dallas.  Texas.  75221  Dept.  TM 

I  wish  to  purchase  the  cassette  tapes  numbered 


I  have  enclosed  $  _ 

Name: 


Zip  Code: 
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Outlook  for  clergy  women  brightens 

Dramatic  advances  reported  along  with  worrisome  ordination  lag 


Prayer  groups  form  spontaneously  and  by  plan.  A  new  ministry  of  ‘The  Upper 
Room”  hopes  to  network  500  covenant  groups  in  an  intercessory  prayer  fellowship. 
(See story  below.)  tm-umr  photo  by  Charles  chambers 

Prayer  network  to  be 
linked  by  telephone 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Linking  people 
together  through  500  local  prayer  groups 
which  will  span  the  nation  and  the  church 
is  the  goal  of  a  new  ministry  announced 
here  last  week  by  “The  Upper  Room.” 

The  expanded  ministry  will  utilize  the 
existing  network  of  “The  Upper  Room” 
readers,  according  to  its  world  editor, 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam.  The  United 
Methodist  publication  based  here  is  said 
to  be  the  most  widely  read  daily 
devotional  booklet  in  the  world  with  three 
to  five  million  readers  in  the  U.S.  and  two 
to  three  million  additional  readers  using 
its  40  different  world  editions. 

The  program  will  work  like  this, 
explained  Mr.  Dunnam.  About  April  1 
next  year,  persons  may  send  prayer 
requests  to  “The  Upper  Room.”  These 
daily  requests  in  turn  will  be  telephoned 
to  a  number  of  prayer  groups  meeting  on 
that  day  Since  each  of  the  500  prayer 
groups  will  have  previously  consented 
to  meet  once  a  month  especially  to 
receive  these  telephone  requests,  several 
dozen  groups  will  be  praying  for  the 
needs  requested  on  that  day. 

“It  is  the  concept  of  the  body  of  Christ 
in  prayer  and  fellowship  bearing  one 
another's  burdens.”  he  said. 

An  additional  feature  of  the  new  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  “First  Friday”  meetings 
which  will  develop  extra  resources  for 
the  prayer  groups,  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 
These  monthly  one-day  retreats  will  be 
devoted  to  experiental  prayer,  lectures 
on  prayers,  prayer  workshop 
experiences,  preaching  and  celebration. 
Cassette  tapes  and  printed  resources 
from  the  meetings  will  be  available  for 
use  by  the  prayer  groups. 

"Historically.  Friday  has  been  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer,”  he  said.  “We  will 
hold  the  retreats  in  Nashville  and 
occasionally  in  other  cities  so  persons  in 
those  areas  may  join  us.” 

Heading  this  expansion  is  the  Rev 
Danny  Morris,  director  of  a  new 


department  of  developing  ministries  for 
“The  Upper  Room.”  He  gave  TM/UMR 
the  timetable  for  the  program : 

•  Oct-Nov.  1976  -  Setting-up  the  500 
prayer  groups  in  local  U.M  churches 
and  other  denominations, 

•  Jan.  7,  1977  -  The  initial  “First 
Friday”  meeting  in  Nashville  to  develop 
extra  resources  for  the  500  prayer 
groups ; 

•  Apr.  1,  1977  -  Opening  of  the  prayer 
center  in  “The  Upper  Room”  to  receive 
personal  prayer  requests  and  the  use  of  a 
WATS  telephone  line  to  forward  the 
requests  to  designated  prayer 
fellowships. 

“An  Upper  Room  Covenant  Group  will 
consist  of  five  or  more  persons  who  are 
committed  to  disciplined  spiritual 
growth  with  a  particular  emphasis  upon 
intercession,”  Mr.  Morris  said.  “We  plan 
to  start  with  500  and  add  as  the  need 
arises.” 

He  said  the  500  prayer  groups  must 
"covenant  with  The  Upper  Room'  to  do 
three  things:  first,  to  complete  the 
preparatory  study  ‘The  Workbook  of 
Living  Prayer.’  which  takes  six  weeks. 
Second,  to  complete  a  workbook  edition 
of  ‘Discipline  and  Discovery,'  the  classic 
book  on  prayer  by  Albert  Day,  which 
takes  nine  weeks.  And  third,  to  meet  once 
a  month  to  pray  for  the  requests 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  The  outlook  is  brighter 
for  women  in  ministry  today  than  four 
years  ago.  In  a  new  survey  of  ordained 
United  Methodist  women  to  be  released 
soon  by  the  church’s  ministry  agency, 
some  women  say  the  change  is  as  dra¬ 
matic  as  “night  and  day.” 

“A  lot  of  excitement,  optimism,  and  a 
feeling  that  things  have  gotten  a  whole 
lot  better  in  most  places  since  1972  came 
through  in  the  survey  responses,”  the 
Rev.  Terry  Scherf  told  TM/UMR.  Ms. 
Scherf  said  the  majority  of  the  recent 
seminary  graduates  included  in  the 
study  are  in  full  time  ministry  in  local 
churches.  Approximately  20  percent  are 
serving  in  special  appointments  and  of 
the  approximately  70  respondents,  only 
three  were  not  ordained. 

Commenting  on  preliminary  results. 
Ms.  Scherf  said  the  study  would  be 
finalized  later  this  month  for  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Boards  of  ministry  change 

She  said  the  most  dramatic  “night  and 
day”  changes  were  reported  in  women’s 
experiences  with  conference  boards  of 
ministry,  but  the  majority  also  reported 
“good  or  at  least  equitable  support” 
from  annual  conference  leadership  and 
strong  support  from  their  local 
congregations. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  women  are 
warning  the  church  that  it’s  too  early  to 
be  patting  itself  on  the  back. 

•  There  are  no  women  senior  pastors, 
no  bishops  and  only  one  woman 
appointed  a  district  superintendent.  It  is 
20  years  since  the  former  Methodist 
Church  decided  to  ordain  women 
ministers  in  1956. 

•  Between  1970  and  1975  the  percentage 
of  women  ordained  elders  and  in  full 
ministerial  connection  did  not  increase 
at  all  while  the  number  of  women  in 
ministry  —  deacons,  local  pastors  — 
doubled. 

The  report  was  made  to  the  1976 
General  Conference  by  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Asked  by  TM/UMR  to  explain  why 
there  hasn’t  been  any  percentage 
increase  in  the  number  of  ordained 
elders  in  full  connection  between  1970  and 
1975,  both  ordained  women  and  church 
officials  expressed  surprise,  and  most 
said  it  was  a  statistic  they  were  unaware 
of.  No  one  is  sure  if  it  is  a  “normal”  or 
“worrisome”  situation,  but  agreed  it 
should  be  watched  carefully. 


New  hunger  policy 

U.S.  declares  food  6 right 9 
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NEW  YORK  —  The  U.S.  Congress 
adopted  a  new  declaration  of  policy 
regarding  world  hunger,  when  the  House 
and  Senate  each  passed  a  right-to-food 
resolution  during  the  closing  days  of  the 
94th  Congress. 

Adoption  of  the  resolutions  was 
regarded  as  a  major  achievement  of  the 
religious  community,  which  waged  a 
major  effort  to  secure  passage  of  the 
measures,  following  their  introduction 
last  year. 

The  resolutions  state  the  sense  of 
Congress  that  “the  United  States 
reaffirm  the  right  of  every  person  in  this 
country  and  throughout  the  world  to  food 
and  a  nutritionally  adequate  diet.”  They 
further  affirm  that  “the  need  to  combat 
hunger  shall  be  a  fundamental  point  of 
reference  in  the  formulation  and 
implementation  of  United  States  policy  in 


Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  returns 
to  cheering  crowds  in  Rhodesia 


1977 

ESCORTED 
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TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
SALISBURY  —  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  leader  of  the 
black  African  national  Council  (ANC), 
has  returned  to  Rhodesia  from  self- 
imposed  exile  and  was  received  by  an 
estimated  40,000  cheering  followers  Oct. 
3. 

According  to  Associated  Press  reports 
the  52-year  old  bishop  welcomed 
American  proposals  for  an  interim 
government  to  pave  the  way  for  black 
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CRUISE 

February  11  through  February  26 

This  tour,  particularly  planned 
for  United  Methodists  and  their 
friends,  is  a  15-day  adventure 
to  the  Caribbean  and  Central  America,  on  the  new,  lovely  MTS 
DAPHNE  (Greek  Registry).  You  will  enjoy  leisurely  cruising,  delicious 
food  and  the  excitement  of  new  lands.  Leaving  from  New  Orleans  we 
visit  the  ancient  Mayan  lands  of  Yucatan,  Guatemala,  lovely  Jamaica, 
and  Colombia,  South  America  before  returning  to  New  Orleans. 

Look  for  future  ads  about  our  tours  to  Hawaii,  Europe,  Alaska  and 
Pacific  Northwest,  and  Historic  America. 


Writ* 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  4520G 

Please  send  me  the 
following  folder 

CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 


Complete  this  coupon,  clip,  and  send  for 
your  illustrated,  FREE  folder. 


Address- 


L2. 


City  &  State- 


-Zip- 


Speculations  predominated  as  to  why 
there  may  be  a  lag: 

•  The  5-year  period  is  too  short  to 
expect  a  change.  Two  more  years  of  time 
are  needed  to  measure  a  trend  because 
many  women  were  ordained  deacons  in 
the  1972-76  period  and  a  4-6  year 
probation  is  ‘normal.’ 

•  Because  of  family  responsibilities,  it 
may  not  be  feasible  for  a  woman  to  take  a 
full  time  appointment,  a  requirement  for 
conference  membership. 

•  Many  women  are  doing  post¬ 
graduate  study  which  does  not  qualify  as 
an  appointment  either  and  extends  the 
probationary  period. 

•  Prejudicial  cabinets  may  be 
unwilling  to  give  women  full-time 
appointments  so  they  can  qualify  for 
conference  membership. 

Subtle  pressures  continue 

Others  suspect  that  women  may  be 
dropping  out  because  of  “subtle 
pressures:”  such  as: 

•  Having  to  start  at  “ground  zero”  in 
every  appointment  in  overcoming  local 


all  areas  which  bear  on  hunger,  including 
international  trade,  monetary  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  foreign  assistance.” 

According  to  the  resolution,  the  United 
States  should  increase  its  assistance  for 
“self-help  development  among  the 
world’s  poorest  people,  especially  in 
countries  seriously  affected  by  hunger 
and  malnutrition,  with  particular  empha¬ 
sis  on  increasing  food  production  and 
encouraging  improved  food  distribution 
and  more  equitable  patterns  of  economic 
growth.” 

In  the  House  resolution  Congress  also 
asks  the  President  “to  provide  to  the 
Congress  not  later  than  April  1,  1977,  a 
five  year  projection  of  United  States 
international  assistance  levels  consistent 
with  the  objectives  set  forth  in  this 
resolution.” 


Abraham? 
Don’t  forget 
Sarah! 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Don’t  say 
“Father.”  Say  “One.”  “God.” 
“Parent.”  “Maker.”  or  “Creator.” 
When  referring  to  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  add  references  to  Sarah. 
Rebecca.  Leah  and  Rachel. 

Reform  Jews  will  follow  this 
practice  if  they  adhere  to 
recommendations  of  the  Task  Force 
on  Equality  of  Women  in  Judaism  of 
the  New  York  Federation  of  Reform 
Synagogues,  representing  102  of  the 
720  U.S.  and  Canadian  synagogues 
which  belong  to  the  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations 
(UAHC). 

The  task  force  has  issued  a 
“glossary  of  substitute  terminology.” 
Among  the  proposed  substitutions 
are: 

Humanity,  people,  us  (for  man. 
fellowman). 

Men  and  women,  thy  children, 
people  (for  children  of  men). 

Human  beings,  generations  (for 
sons  of  men). 

Ancestors,  forebears,  and 
patriarchs  (for  fathers). 

Ruler,  sovereign  ( for  king) . 

Kinship,  community,  unity  (for 
brotherhood,  fellowship). 

God,  Almighty,  Blessed  One, 
Eternal,  Divine',  Guardian.  Creator, 
Redeemer,  Ruler.  Protector, 
Heavenly  One,  Maker,  Holy  One. 
Most  High.  Exalted  (for  Lord). 


church  attitudes  about  women  in  the 
pulpit.  Some  just  get  tired  of  being  on 
that  frontier  all  the  time. 

•  Loneliness  and  lack  of  support  from 
other  ministers. 

•  The  realization  they  are  not  going 
anywhere  in  their  career. 

•  Alternative  forms  of  ministry 
become  increasingly  attractive  because 
they  don’t  involve  ‘fighting  the  system.’ 
pay  better,  and  don’t  saddle  single 
women  with  a  house. 

“We  can  enlist  women  and  we  can 
train  women,  and  women  have  proved 
they  can  successfully  serve,”  Dr.  Doris 
Jones,  higher  education  and  ministry 
executive,  told  TM/UMR.  “But  confer¬ 
ence  cabinets— district  superintendents 
and  bishops— have  to  appoint  women, 
and  that’s  where  the  rubber  hits  the  road. 

“Bluntly,  a  lot  of  male  assumptions 
about  women  are  still  prevalent.  These 
assumptions  are  that  women  can’t  think, 
that  they  are  too  emotional  to  help  people 
in  trouble,  that  four  or  five  days  out  of  the 
month  they  are  not  much  use  to  anyone, 
and  men  in  local  churches  will  have 
trouble  taking  leadership  roles  when  a 
woman  is  their  minister.” 

Ms.  Jones  said  she  believes  women  will 
come  into  their  own  as  they  develop  new 
areas  of  ministry.  Women  will  find  a  lot 
more  acceptance— and  there  is  a  crying 
need  for  women  in  pastoral  counseling 

Bible  guide  published 

a 


and  family  therapy  and  hospital 
chaplaincy  right  now  —  than  they  will 
find  in  the  local  church. 

Encouragement  replaces  scorn 

The  Rev.  Ruth  Wegner,  a  member  of 
the  Northern  Illinois  Conference  Board 
of  the  ministry,  has  served  several  local 
appointments  and  is  now  in  training  for  a 
supervisory  position  in  counseling  in 
Evanston.  Ill. 

She  told  TM/UMR  that  “encourage¬ 
ment”  in  ministry  is  replacing  the  “scorn 
of  six  years  ago.”  but  if  she  were 
advising  women  entering  ministry,  she 
would  tell  them  to  try  all  the  options. 

“I  would  counsel  her  to  get  a  varied 
field  work  experience  in  seminary, 
assess  her  gifts  and  interests  honestly, 
and  try  on  new  roles  and  different  areas 
where  she  may  have  doubts.” 

Women  in  local  church  ministry 
unanimously  urged  increased  emphasis 
on  the  education  of  local  church 
members.  The  Rev.  Helen  Zigmund, 
the  United  Methodist  president  of  the 
International  Association  of  Women 
Ministers.  Westbrook,  Maine,  said  it’s  a 
matter  of  giving  congregations  more 
exposure  to  women  ministers  as 
preachers  and  as  persons.  She  said,  “I'm 
terrifically  happy  here,  but  every  time 
you  move,  it’s  the  same  problem  all  over 
again.” 


Non-sexist’  reading 
invited ,  says  author 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  “guide  to 
nonsexist  interpretation  of  the  Bible”  has 
been  published  by  Westminster  Press  for 
the  Division  of  Education  and  Ministry  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

“The  Liberating  Word”  is  edited  by 
Assistant  Professor  Letty  Russell,  who 
teaches  theology  and  women’s  studies  at 
Yale  University  Divinity  School. 

The  121-page  guide  is  described  as  “not 
a  finished  piece  of  research  but  an 
invitation  to  others  to  join  together  in 
discussion.”  Among  the  suggestions  for 
reading  Bible  passages  are : 

•  Whenever  there  is  a  woman  in  a 
Bible  passage,  retell  the  story  from  her 
point  of  view.  Imagine  yourself  to  be  that 
woman  and  reread  the  story  with  your¬ 
self  as  the  central  character 

•  Notice  what  is  omitted  as  well  as 
what  is  included  in  the  text.  For  example, 
the  guide  notes  that  Proverbs  31 : 10-29,  in 
a  portrait  of  a  good  wife,  never  says  that 
she  i$  obedient  ..or  submissive  to  her 
husband,  only  that  “she  does  him  good, 
and  not  harm,  all  the  days  of  her  life. 

•  Use  a  different  Bible  translation 


than  the  one  you  usually  use  to  help  your¬ 
self  read  familiar  passages  from  a  fresh 
point  of  view  and  without  preconceptions. 

•  Understand  the  social  and  cultural 
environment  in  which  the  Bible  was 
written,  especially  the  role  of  women  in 
those  times.  The  guide  points  out  that 
Jesus’  egalitarian  attitude  toward 
women  contrasted  sharply  with  that  of 
most  men  in  his  community. 

•  Consider  each  passage  in  context. 
For  example,  the  women  who  surrounded 
the  birth  of  Moses  are  part  of  the  exodus, 
not  merely  part  of  a  “domestic  prelude,” 
guide  says. 

In  her  introduction,  Prof.  Russell  says 
the  guide  “dares  to  invite  Christians 
everywhere  to  join  in  a  risky  task :  that  of 
liberating  the  Word  from  sexist 
interpretations  that  continue  to  dominate 
our  thoughts  and  actions  .  .  .  The  Bible 
was  written  in  a  patriarchal  culture  .  .  . 
The  interpretation  and  translation  of  the 
Bible  through  the  centuries  has  t>qqo 
carried  out  in  societies  and  Christian 
communities  that  are  male-centered  or 
androcentric.” 


Church  taxation  issues 
stirs  election  controversy 


majority  rule,  but  specifically  objected 
to  the  plan’s  proposals  for  a  white 
chairman  of  the  Administrative  Council 
of  state,  white  ministers  of  defense  and 
justice,  and  a  two-year  transition  period. 
He  said  he  hoped  these  aspects  were 
“negotiable.” 

The  bishop  told  reporters  the  guerrilla 
war  against  the  Ian  Smith  regime  will 
continue  “until  justice  has  been 
established”  in  Rhodesia. 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  head  of  the  “Africa 
team”  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
reported  after  his  recent  visit  to 
Rhodesia  that  “in  the  minds  of  the 
Africans,  Bishop  Muzorewa  is  the  only 
leader  who  represents  the  possibility  of 
unity  They  say  he  will  do  what  is  best  for 
all  the  people,  black  and  white.” 

Dr.  Bivens  characterized  the  Bishop  as 
a  “stubborn  idealist,  sometimes  slow  to 
make  up  his  mind,  but  with  a  will  of 
iron.”  He  said  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rhodesia,  which  is  all  black, 
carries  a  tremendous  responsibility  for 
the  outcome  of  the  Rhodesian  situation, 
far  out  of  proportion  to  its  membership. 
Not  only  Bishop  Muzorewa  but 
headmasters,  school  teachers,  hundreds 
of  secondary  school  youth  and  a  laity 
mobilized  by  the  Gospel,  are  mobilizing 
thousands  of  others.  “The  church  is  a 
force  for  liberation  and  justice.” 

White  missionaries  are  caught  in  a 
serious  dilemma  because  the  Rhodesian 
government  is  requiring  all  white  males 
between  16  and  4R  to  register  for 
mandatory  military  call-up. 
Missionaries  and  their  sons  will  have  to 
comply  or  face  the  consequences.  Dr. 
Bivens  reported  that  two  families  are 
planning  to  leave  to  avoid  military 
conscription. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  “We  do  not 
want  missionaries  to  register  for 
military  service  since  they  would,  in 
effect,  be  mercenaries  provided  by  the 
church." 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

WASHINGTON.  DC.  -  The 
presidential  candidates  recent  clash  on 
the  taxation  of  church  properties  stirred 
interest  in  this  complex  issue. 

Democratic  presidential  candidate 
Jimmy  Carter  says  he  “would  favor  the 
taxation  of  church  properties  other  than 
the  church  building  itself”  in  an 
interview  in  the  Sept. /Oct.  issue  of 
“Liberty,”  a  Seventh-day  Adventist 
magazine.  Mr.  Carter  was  asked,  “How 
do  you  feel  about  taxation  of  church 
properties  —  the  church  building  and 
subsidiary  things  such  as  publishing 
houses,  church  institutions,  et  cetera?" 

President  Gerald  Ford’s  response  was 
that  “Nothing  could  be  worse  for  church- 
operated  schools,  hospitals,  and 
orphanages,  many  of  which  face 
constant  financial  struggles  to  make 
ends  meet.”  He  said  he  would  not  support 
any  effort  to  tax  churches  beyond  the 
present  scope  of  federal  taxation. 


Churqh-operated  schools,  hospitals  and 
orphanages  are  generally  exempt  from 
property  taxes  as  part  of  a  larger  class  of 
exempt  non-profit  institutions, 
regardless  of  religious  affiliation  or  lack 
of  it.  in  present  tax  policies. 

While  both  candidates  claim  to  support 
freedom  from  taxation  for  church 
property  used  for  religious,  cultural  or 
charitable  purposes,  such  as  schools, 
hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  the 
important  issue  to  watch  is  “the  abuse  of 
tax  privileges,”  according  to  the 
executive  director  of  Americans  United 
for  Separation  of  Church  and  State.  He 
warned  in  a  recent  statement  that  abuses 
could  bring  on  “widespread  tax  rebellion 
and  the  collapse  of  existing  tax 
exemption  policies.” 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Leigh  Gunn  noted 
that  a  recent  book  has  reported  that 
“total  tax  exempt  wealth  of  religious 
organizations  exceeds  $117  billion  and 
total  religious  organization  income  tops 
$20  billion  per  year.” 


India ,  U.S.  get  highest  ratings 
in  world  poll  of  religious  beliefs 


PRINCETON,  N.  J.  (RNS)  -  India 
rates  the  highest  in  religious  beliefs 
among  non-communist  nations, 
according  to  a  60-nation  survey 
conducted  by  Gallup  International.  The 
United  States  rated  highest  among 
nations  of  the  Western  world;  Japan 
rated  the  lowest  among  developed 
nations. 

George  Gallup'  reported  the  new 
survey  “the  first  on  a  worldwide  basis, 
covered  two-thirds  of  the  world’s 
population  and  nearly  90  percent  of  the 
inhabitants  of  nations  that  permit 
opinion  surveys.”  Some  10,000  persons  in 
60  nations  were  interviewed  for  the 
study. 

India  topped  all  nations  polled  with  98 
percent  of  its  people  expressing  belief  in 
God  or  a  universal  spirit.  81  percent 
asserting  that  religious  belief  is  very 
important,  and  72  percent  believing  in 
life  after  death. 

The  new  survey  showed  that  religion 
continues  to  play  as  important  a  role  in 
the  lives  of  Americans  today  as  it  did  25 
years  ago.  George  Gallup  said. 

In  the  U.S.  94  percent  professed  belief 
in  “God  or  a  universal  spirit,”  56  percent 
of  persons  polled  considered  religious 
beliefs  “very  important”  and  69  percent 
affirmed  belief  in  “life  after  death.”  an 
increase  of  one  percent  over  1948  figures. 

Japan  rated  the  lowest  among  the 
developed  nations  with  38  percent 
expressing  belief  in  God.  12  percent 


asserting  religious  belief  is  very 
important,  and  18  percent  believing  in 
life  after  death. 

“Christianity  appears  to  be  in  trouble 
in  the  Western  European  nations,"  Mr. 
Gallup  said. 


Raise  Funds  For 
Your  Church,  Club, 
Or  Civic  Group 


Your  organization  can  sell  our 
top-quality  pecans  to  raise  needed 
funds.  We  grow,  pack  and  ship  our 
own  pecan  meats,  attractively 
packaged  in  cellophane  bags. 
Whole  halves  or  broken  pieces 
available. 

For  complete  details  and 
wholesale  price  lists,  write: 

Dept.  13 

MASCOT  PECAN  COMPANY 
Glennville,  Georgia  30427 


aS 


¥  x  m 


HAN.  age  ten.  is  learning  to 
smile.  Life  has  not  always  been 
happy  for  him.  His  mother 
deserted  the  family  many  years 
ago  and  the  father  is  a  fisherman 
who  remains  at  sea  throughout  the 
year. 

Life  would  have  been  bleak  for 
llan.  but  a  Christian  super¬ 
intendent  accepted  him  into 
the  children’s  home  in  Taiwan 
where  he  will  receive  good  care  IF 
someone  sponsors  him. 

HOW  TO  HELP: 

Sponsoring  a  child  can  be  a 
rewarding  experience  for  a  family, 
individual,  church  or  civic  group. 
It  is  a  one-to-one  program  where 
you  can  write  to  “your”  child  and 
receive  a  reply.  No  contracts  are 
signed  with  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.  and  the 
sponsorship  can  exist  for  any 
length  of  time.  You’ll  receive 
information  on  “vour”  special 
child:  name,  address,  case  history 
and  picture.  The  fee  is  $10  a  month 
and  it  provides  food,  clothing  and 
educational  supplies  for  “your" 
child. 

WCI  is  U.S.  government 
approved  and  all  donations  are  tax 
deductible.  When  you  sponsor  a 
child  you  are  improving  a  life 
while  helping  this  little  one  to  learn 
ail  about  God’s  love.  Won’t  you  join 
our  family  of  sponsors? 

Please  write: 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  Is  greatest _ 

I  prefer  a  child  ln_ 


Enclosed  Is  payment  for  first 
month 


Street_ 
City  ~ 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director. 
P.O.  Box  2979,  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880. 
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Remember  vour 
pledge 

lit  Lafon  Home 


Dr.  William  Talbot  Handy.  Sr 

Church  honors 

distinguished 

clergyman 

By  WADSWORTH  A.  DAVIS 

The  Reverend  Dr.  William  Talbot 
Handy,  Sr.,  who  has  served  one  pastorate 
in  California,  three  in  Texas  and  nine  in 
Louisiana  including  the  Mount  Zion  and 
First  Street  churches,  was  honored  on 
Sept.  19,  1976,  by  the  smallest  church  he 
had  served,  Ray  Avenue. 

Community  and  church  representa¬ 
tives.  family  and  friends  joined  in 
the  celebration  of  his  fifty  years  in 
the  United  Methodist  ministry.  Mrs. 
Darthney  Pleasant  Handy,  his  wife  for 
fifty-seven  years;  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Geneva  H.  Southall  who  is  on  the  music 
faculty  at  the  University  of  Minnesota, 
were  also  present.  Mrs.  D.  Antoinette  H. 
Miller,  a  fine  musician  who  has  given 
concerts  in  America  and  Europe,  could 
not  be  present;  neither  was  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy.  Jr.,  a  vice-president  of  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville. 
Both  sent  congratulatory  messages. 

Dr.  Handy,  who  has  served  as  Director 
of  Gulfside  Assembly  at  Waveland, 
Miss.,  as  well  as  District  Superintendent 
of  the  New  Orleans  District,  was  recently 
honored  at  Dillard  University  when  the 
Archives  Materials  of  former  Conference 
B  were  formally  recognized.  Included  in 
the  material  was  the  recent 
autobiography  of  Dr  Handy,  “Up  From 
Gallatin.” 


Important  notice 

For  all  persons  now  enrolled  in  the 
correspondence  course  for  License 
to  Preach,  your  studies  must  be 
completed  on  or  before  January  1, 
1977. 

Rev.  John  M.  Lee  -  Chairman 
Associate  Members  &  Local  Pastors 
Conference  Board  of  the  Ministry 


TUCM  plans  numerous 
events  at  LSU 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU  in  Baton  Rouge  has  announced  a  full 
schedule  of  events  for  the  students,  faculty  and  interested  community  persons  The 
Rev.  Will  M.  Finnin,  Jr.,  Director,  indicates  that  each  program  is  open  to  persons 
who  are  interested. 

Student  programming,  according  to  Mr.  Finnin,  centers  around  weekly  worship 
and  fellowship  meals  on  Sunday  evenings,  with  weekly  Bible  study  groups  offering 
opportunities  for  devotional  and  historical  encounter  with  scripture.  There  are  also 
off-campus  retreats,  Christian  service  projects,  and  a  weekly  “big  buddy  —  little 
buddy”  program  for  elementary  students.  A  married  student  program  provides 
fellowship  for  this  segment  of  students.  Also,  there  is  a  Folk  Group,  which  likes  to 
sing. 

Programming  with  faculty  and  community  persons  in  addition  to  students, 
focuses  during  the  school  year  on  the  efforts  of  the  Danforth  Foundation  s  Project  on 
Science  and  Social  Policy,  coordinated  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Finnin.  This  project  is 
bringing  noted  theologians  and  ethical  thinkers  to  the  campus  for  seminars  and 
discussion.  Persons  from  the  University,  local  churches  and  from  the  business  and 
governmental  communities  in  Baton  Rouge  are  involved. 


Bishop  Shamblin 
visits  Ruston  District 


Shown  at  First  Church.  Minden,  l-r 
District  Superintendent.  Ed  Thomas. 
The  Bishop,  and  Tracy  Arnold.  Pastor  of 
the  Church. 


The  weekend  of  September  26th  was 
one  of  high  inspiration  for  the  Methodists 
of  the  Ruston  District.  Bishop  Shamblin 
preached  in  First  Church.  Minden.  on 
Sunday  morning,  dedicated  the  lovely 
Cain  Retired  Minister’s  Home  Sunday 
afternoon  and  preached  to  a  large  group 
of  Methodists  from  over  the  District  at  a 
mass  meeting  that  evening  at  Trinity 
Church  in  Ruston.  A  reception  followed 
the  evening  service.  On  Monday 
morning.  Bishop  Shamblin  also  had 
breakfast  with  25  ministers  of  the 
District. 


New  pastoral 
appointments 

The  following  list  of  new  appointments 
has  been  received  from  the  Bishop’s 
Office; 

Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General 
Hospital  -  Henry  E.  Pickett; 

Bastrop.  Memorial-Beekman  -  George 
H.  Sherman,  Jr 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista  -  Gary  L.  Van 
Horn 

Davidson  Memorial,  Lafayette  -  Finas 
P  Corie 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley  -  Troy 
Edward  Boyd 

Oak  Grove-Campti  -  to  be  named 


Perkins  intern 
program  fields 
fifth  class 

With  75  ministers-in-training  from 
SMU’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  11 
Roman  Catholic  deacons  from  Oblate 
College  of  the  Southwest  in  San  Antonio, 
the  Perkins  Intern  Program  has  fielded 
its  fifth  class  of  interns.  Of  this  number, 
six  are  interning  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

With  the  completion  of  the  second  two- 
day  orientation  session  in  August,  the 
interns  began  their  semester-to-a-year 
work  in  local  churches  and  institutions. 

The  Louisiana  “Field  Unit”  consists  of 
the  following:  Rev.  Brenda  Layman. 
First  Church.  Franklin,  with  Rev.  C. 
Richard  Hoffpauir,  Field  Instructor; 
Rev.  Bruce  Jay  Layman.  First  Church, 
New  Iberia,  the  Rev.  Roy  Mouser,  Field 
Instructor;  Rev.  Patricia  Reeser,  Office 
of  the  Chaplain.  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  with  the  Rev.  Robert  Ed 
Taylor,  Field  Instructor. 

Also,  Rev.  Elliott  Seymour,  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Rev.  George  W, 
Ross.  Field  Instructor;  Rev.  Gary  C. 
Streiff,  Lake  Vista,  New  Orleans,  with 
Rev.  Don  Alverson,  Field  Instmctor;  and 
Rev  Fred  Bryan  Wideman,  First 
Church,  Pineville,  with  Rev.  Beverly 
Bond,  Field  Instructor. 

Dr.  Myron  Madden  of  Southern  Baptist 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans  is  the  consultant 
for  the  Louisiana  Unit. 

The  Perkins  Program,  headed  by  Dr. 
Claus  Rohlfs,  has  been  acclaimed  by 
Methodists  and  many  other 
denominations  as  a  front  runner  in 
providing  the  best  in  field  education 
experience  for  the  ministers-in-training. 


Here  and  there 

Conference  Evangelist  Andy  Foreman 
continues  to  experience  a  busy  time  in 
the  area  of  evangelism  across  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Sunday. 
September  19  -  Thursday.  September  23, 
a  strong  evangelistic  emphasis  was  held 
in  the  Farmerville  Church,  Rev.  Terral 
T.  Lowe,  pastor.  Churches  are  urged  to 
contact  Rev.  Foreman  at  2221  Filmore 
Ave..  New  Orleans,  70122,  for  his  service. 

From  Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Pastor,  comes  the 
announcement  of  the  annual  Women’s 
Day.  Dr.  Deborah  Partridge  Wolfe, 
professor  of  education  at  Queen’s 
College,  Flushing,  N.  Y  .  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  Dr.  Wolfe  is  a  member  of  the 
New  Jersey  State  Board  of  Higher 
Education.  She  is  national  president  of 
the  Alliance  of  Black  Educators  and  is 
past  president  of  Zeta  Phi  Beta  Sorority. 
A  Junior-Senior  High  School  has  been 
named  in  her  honor  in  Macon,  Alabama. 
She  was  ordained  to  the  Chrisfian 
Ministry  in  1970. 

The  popularity  of  the  Lay  Witness 
Mission  movement  was  evidenced  at 
Napoleon  Ave.  Church,  New  Orleans, 
when  John  Tubb  of  Pineville  led  in  a  soul; 
searching  experience  for  Napoleon  Ave. 
Upwards  of  20  persons  volunteered  their 
time  for  this  event. 


United  Methodist  Men’s  group  organized 


46 WOW”  starts  at  Asbury 


Sicily  Island  experiences  growth 


Rev.  James  Hodges,  pastor,  with  the 
twelve  who  united  with  the  church  on 
September  26th. 


United  Methodist  Men's  Fellowship  was  organized  at  St.  Paul's  in  Monroe  on  September  24.  Thirty-nine  men  of  the  church  met 
for  a  six  o'clock  breakfast.  Mr.  Jim  Moore,  layman  of  the  church,  gave  a  devotional  entitled.  "The  Most  Important  Time  in  Your 
Life."  The  men  will  meet  on  a  regular  basis  for  the  fellowship  breakfast  each  month  Mr.  Delton  Hearn,  Church  Lay  Leader, 
organized  the  group.  Mr  Tommy  Trawick.  with  a  kitchen  committee,  planned  and'  prepared,  the  meal.  The  Rev.  Stone  W 
Caraway  is  pastor  of  St.  Paul's.  - 

Gretna  church 
moves  ahead 

The  Administrative  Board  of  the 
Gretna  Church  adopted  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  that  recommended 
the  budget  of  the  church  for  1977  to  be  set 
at  $123,240,  the  largest  in  the  church’s 
history. 

1977  will  be  an  historic  year  for  the 
church  as  completion  of  the  first  phase  of 
the  new  building  program  is  expected 
June  1.  1977.  It  will  more  than  double  in 
size  the  present  facilities 
Gretna  carries  a  full  program 
involving  all  youth,  adult  and  senior 
groups.  Under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
George  W.  Harbuck,  a  special  invitation 
is  extended  to  all  non-aligned  Methodists 
and  other  Christians  without  a  local 
church  home  to  place  their  membership 
with  the  Gretna  Church  located  at  1101 
Monroe  St.  ( Gretna ) ,  New  Orleans . 


“Wednesday  Open  Weekly,”  a 
community-church  program  to  keep  one 
night  a  week  open  for  religious  activities, 
began  at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  on 
Wednesday  night.  Sept.  8th,  at  6:00  P.M. 
This  family  oriented  activity  of  micLweek 
spiritual  renewal  includes  something  for 
everyone  in  the  family  from  the  nursery 
to  grandparents. 


Rev.  James  Hodges,  pastor  of  the 
Sicily  Island  United  Methodist  Church 
reports  an  increase  in  church 
membership  of  41  so  far  this  year 
Twenty-seven  of  these  were  on 
profession  of  faith.  Rev.  Hodges  said, 
“Certainly  God  is  at  work  in  our  midst, 
and  with  the  new  education  building 
completed,  we  have  the  facilities  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  all  age  groups." 


The  evening  begins  at  6:00  P.M.  with 
the  graded  choir  program,  including  the 
new  Choral-Drama  group  for  7th  through 
12th  grades.  At  this  same  time  are  Bible 
studies  for  all  ages  and  study  groups 
Family  supper  is  at  7:00  followed  by 
family  vespers  in  the  church  sanctuary 
Chancel  Choir  rehearsal  is  at  8:00. 

The  first  Wednesday  of  each  month 
provides  a  time  at  6:00  for  all 
Commission  meetings  followed  by  the 
supper  and  vespers.  Those  not  involved 
in  Commissions  find  other  groups.  Fifth 
Wednesdays  are  family  covered  dish 
dinners  with  a  guest  program  or  speaker 
for  the  evening. 

Family  Life  Coordinators,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dick  Sloan,  and  the  Rev.  James  J 
Caraway  have  coordinated  this  program 
which  is  in  its  second  year  in  the 
community  and  at  Asbury.  All  church 
members  and  friends  are  invited  to 
participate  in  “WOW”  at  Asbury. 


Youth  activities 


A  -  Twenty-seven  teenagers  and  chaperones  from  First 
Church.  Natchitoches,  who  toured  the  Conference  and 
performed  their  drama-musical  "JOY."  The  group  is  known 
as  "Revised  Edition."  and  others  are  UMY  members 


B  -  Glenmora  youth,  who  help  to  conduct  church  services 
on  various  occasions,  furnish  music,  teach  classes,  and 
even  " deliver  sermons."  Shown  here  are  one  contingent  of 
youth  who  were  involved  -  (l-r)  are  Brian  Goree.  song  leader. 
Jeff  Perritt.  preacher.  Lisa  Stokes,  pianist;  and  James 
Strozier.  announcer. 


E  This  picture  shows  some  of  the  children  from  Sevier 
Memorial  Church.  Ferriday.  who  were  involved  in  a  studv  of 
the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion.  The  study  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Champion,  in  conjunction  with  the  Church 
Altar  Guild,  Mr.  Russell  Campbell.  Chairman.  Seventeen 
serve  as  Acolytes. 


F  -  Centenary  Church.  Ravne.  honored  senior  students  who 
are  members  of  the  church  at  an  ice-cream  supper.  Pictured 
(from  left):  Kathleen  Rogers,  Dale  Jennings.  Daphne  Pryor, 
Truman  Stagg.  Sheri  Curtis,  and  Mike  Foreman.  William  A 
Rowell.  Jr.  is  pastor. 


C  -  These  young  people  from  First  Church.  Bossier  City,  are 
officers  of  their  UMY  group.  They  are  (l-r):  Eugene  Watts, 
president:  Debbie  Ahlers.  vice-president:  Melinda  Adams, 
secretary:  and  Robin  Price,  treasurer.  Their  pastor  is  the 
Rpv  Clpnrpp  Pparcp  Jr 


group  got  together  with  Mr.  Weaver  in  this  photograph,  along 
with  counselors  Robert  and  Linda  Nash,  who  have  successfully 
led  the  program  for  a  number  of  years.  Educational  Assistant 
is  Mrs.  D.  W.  Kees.  Pastor  is  Beverly  E  Bond. 


G  -  United  Memorial  Church  of  Mathews  honored  its  seniors 
with  the  gift  of  Bibles,  provided  by  UMW  The  recipients  are 
(from  left)  -  Melanie  Barrios.  Kerry  Bananto.  Bobbie  Nell 
Morris.  Curtis  Quatrevingt.  Jr.  (Not  shown  were  Cathy 
Laughlin  and  Dee  Morris  Brown ) 


H  St.  Luke's  Church.  Shreveport,  through  the  generosity  of 
UMW.  presented  plaques .  to  its  seniors.  Pictured  here  are 
Glen  Rigby.  Ellen  Brown.  Steve  Branton.  Susan  Faust,  and 
Mark  Pomeroy.  All  of  the  students  had  high  academic 
achievement. 
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Campaign’s  ‘religious  issue’  has 
been  turned  into  a  mockery 

Tno  '  Volirrirtnc  lAmiA11  : 1 1 .  M  n  _ *.  J 


The  "religious  issue”  in  the  1976 
Presidential  campaign  has  become  a 
mockery,  fulfilling  the  worst  fears 
expressed  by  many  when  the  issue  first 
emerged. 

We  did,  and  do,  consider  it  a  desirable 
qualification  for  a  candidate  to  be  a 
committed  Christian.  We  consider  our 
country  to  be  fortunate  that  both  major 
candidates  for  President  possess  an 
active  religious  commitment.  Recent 
events  notwithstanding,  we  do  not  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  either  candidate’s  belief 

In  the  heat  ot  their  Presidential 
campaign,  however,  it  has  become 
apparent  from  the  actions  of  both 
candidates  that  winning  the  election  is  of 
more  immediate  importance  than 

Commitment  is 
financial  ‘secret’ 

What’s  the  "secret”  of  healthy 
finances  in  the  local  church? 

TM/UMR  discovered  a  great  variety  of 
answers  to  that  question  in  interviews 
with  representatives  of  four  local 
churches  where  fund  raising  has  been 
successful  (see  TM/UMR,  Oct.  15).  But 
in  the  midst  of  diverse  formulas  for 
financial  well-being  came  several  over¬ 
arching  kernels  of  wisdom  we  feel  are 
worth  considering  as  local 
churchpersons  plan  their  budgets. 

( 1 )  Christian  oureach  is  an  investment 
in  financial  strength.  Although  efforts  to 
reach  with  compassion  and  service 
beyond  the  church's  walls  should  not  be 
approached  as  a  ploy  for  raising  more 
money,  churches  with  healthy  ministries 
to  the  world  seem  to  raise  money  easier 
than  those  whose  outreach  is  weak. 

For  some  churches  this  seems  to  mean 
"taking  a  leap  of  faith”  and  committing 
funds  to  such  service  before  raising  the 
operational  costs  of  the  church.  For 
others  it  has  been  a  slow  building  process 
that  has  developed  over  the  years.  In 
both  cases,  when  a  local  church  makes 
outreach  its  number  one  priority,  that 
commitment  brings  about  an  excited 
congregation  where  "involvement”  — 
financial  and  otherwise  —  is  a  likely  by¬ 
product. 

(2)  Discipleship  must  be  taught. 
Churches  should  not  assume  that 
understanding  of  or  commitment  to 
Christian  discipleship  comes 
automatically  with  church  membership. 
The  meaning  of  total  life  commitment 
to  Christ  is  something  that  must  be 
learned  by  church  members  and 
continually  reaffirmed  by  church 
leaders. 

(3>  High  expectations  prompt  high 
performance.  The  story  of  Christianity  is 
a  story  of  miracles.  Congregations  which 
do  not  expect  a  miracle  are  not  likely  to 
see  one. 

Those  congregations  which  approach 
church  fund  raising  as  a  unpleasant  task 
and  consider  first  all  the  handicaps 
rather  than  the  potentials  of  raising  more 
money  are  likely  to  fulfill  their 
negativism  with  a  weak  congregational 
response, 

(4)  Stewardship  cannot  be  separated 
from  the  total  church  program.  If  it  is  to 
be  healthy,  stewardship  cannot  be 
viewed  as  something  that  takes  place 
each  fall  when  the  pledge  campaign  is 
launched.  Pledging  is  the  point  in 
stewardship  when  each  member  goes  on 
record  for  financial  commitment. 

The  ‘‘selling  point”  for  that 
commitment  occurs  throughout  the  year 
in  the  program  of  the  church  and  the 
emphasis  the  church  places  on  total 
discipleship  in  its  members’  lives. 

Ultimately,  all  "secrets”  of  local 
church  finances  boil  down  to  the  single 
word  "commitment.”  It  is  up  to  each 
local  church  to  nurture  that  commitment 
in  a  way  that  speaks  uniquely  to  its 
members  not  just  every  fall,  but  every 
dav. 


Christian  virtue 

For  example,  Mr.  Carter— the 
Democratic  candidate— granted  an 
interview  with  Playboy  magazine,  an 
action  for  which  he  has  been  unfairly 
criticized.  Christians  have  a  long¬ 
standing  tradition  of  using  non-Christian 
forums  for  witnessing  to  their  faith.  Mr. 
Carter’s  error  was  not  in  granting  the 
interview,  but  in  altering  his  vocabulary 
to  the  level  of  the  Playboy  audience  to 
show  that  he  was  “with  it.”  Our  nation 
hungers  for  a  leader  whose  character  is 
not  altered  to  fit  the  expectations  of 
differing  groups.  Mr.  Carter 
compromised  his  witness  by  using 
uncharacteristic  expressions  in  the  hope 
of  winning  votes. 

Mr.  Ford  — the  Republican 
candidate— recently  made  a  special 
effort  to  attend  the  nation’s  largest 
Southern  Baptist  congregation.  During 
the  worship,  service  Mr.  Ford  was 
roundly  praised  and  his  opponent,  a 
Southern  Baptist,  was  criticized;  the 
church’s  pastor  endorsed  Mr.  Ford’s 
candidacy  before  a  myriad  of  reporters 
with  poised  pens  and  clicking  cameras.  It 
is  certainly  an  unassailable  virtue  for  our 
President  to  attend  church;  his  mistake 
was  the  obvious  intent  to  be  in  this 
church  at  this  time  to  gain  a  greater 
share  of  the  Baptist  vote.  Mr.  Ford  com¬ 
promised  his  witness  by  attending 
church  in  an  uncharacteristic  way  in  the 
hope  of  winning  votes. 

Even  worse  than  these  obvious 
compromises,  however,  is  the  manner  in 
which  the  candidates  have  shifted  from 
presenting  themselves  to  the  voters  to 
attacking  one  another  personally.  In 
recent  weeks,  both  candidates  have 
seized  on  verbal  mistakes  by  the  other 
and  exploited  them.  Both  have  continued 
to  exploit  and  distort  the  words  of  the 
other  long  after  an  adequate  clarification 
has  been  offered.  Both  have  made 
unnecessarily  caustic  remarks  about  the 
other  and  his  programs.  Both  have 
reflected  negatively,  at  least  by 
innuendo,  on  the  honesty  and  the 
morality  of  the  other. 

It  is  now  obvious,  if  there  was  ever  a 
doubt,  that  no  political  campaign  is  going 
to  be  conducted  where  the  candidates 
reflect  all  the  “fruits  of  the  spirit”  in 
relation  to  one  another.  We  are  not  likely 
ever  to  find  a  candidate  who  would 
rather  lose  than  compromise  his 
convictions  and/or  his  behavior. 

But  the  nation  in  general  and 
Christians  in  particular  have  a  right  to 
expect  candidates  Carter  and  Ford  to 
cease  using  their  religion  as  a  vote¬ 
getting  device,  and  return  to  practicing 
it. 

In  the  closing  days  of  the  campaign,  we 
may  hope  that  the  candidates  will  not 
only  conduct  themselves  in  a  way  to 
merit  the  Presidential  office  they  seek, 
but  also  the  designation  of  “Christian.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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/  found  the  church 
by  my  hospital  bed 

By  DONALD  C.  HOUTS 
Having  been  a  United  Methodist 
pastor,  specializing  in  the  field  of 
pastoral  care  and  counseling  for 
some  25  years,  I  thought  I  knew  a 
good  bit  about  the  quality  and 
outreach  which  the  church  should 
always  represent.  I  experienced  a 
new  dimension  recently. 

We  had  just  checked  in  our 
vacation  motel  in  Door  County, 
Wisconsin,  one  of  the  loveliest  spots 
in  the  upper  Midwest,  when  I 
became  ill,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Door  County  Memorial  Hospital  at 
Sturgeon  Bay.  I  spent  the  next  four 
days  under  medical  treatment,  prior 
to  surgery  on  a  badly  infected  gall 
bladder. 

On  the  third  day  of  my 
hospitalization,  many  miles  from 
home  and  feeling  very  lonely,  there 
came  a  knock  on  my  door.  In  walked 
a  young  man  of  twenty-six  with  a 
Sallman-like  beard,  and  piercing 
brown  eyes.  With  gentleness  and 
quiet  poise,  he  identified  himself  as 
the  summer  assistant  at  the  local 
United  Methodist  Church  and  stayed 
with  me  some  time,  at  my  request.  I 
later  learned  that  he  was  still  in  his 
undergraduate  studies,  but  was 
hoping  to  prepare  for  the  United 
Methodist  ministry  in  years  ahead. 

During  the  course  of  my  fourteen- 
day  hospitalization,  he  was  there 
when  I  needed  him.  He  came  to  be 
with  my  wife  while  I  was  in  surgery, 
and  afterward  seemed  to  sense  my 
own  need  for  a  sustaining 
relationship.  I  have  never  felt  more 
appreciative  of  the  ministry  and 
outreach  of  the  church  to  me. 

Thank  God  that  when  we  are  far 
from  home  and  friends,  the  church 
can  be  there,  and  can  bring  that 
missing  element  of  support  which  is 
deeper  than  mere  company. 

The  quality  of  those  acts  of  caring 
enriched  my  appreciation  for  the 
nature  of  the  church,  and  deepened 
my  awe  at  the  mystery  of  how  God 
can  bind  us  together  by  the  spirit  of 
Christ. 

The  Rev.  Donald  C.  Houts  is  a 
pastoral  counselor  in  Champaign, 
Illinois. 


Here  I  Stand 

Clergy  divorce  rate  is  only  a 
symptom  of  the  real  problem 

By  RUTH  TRUMAN  IwrimM  ih.  ..  ■ i . 
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By  RUTH  TRUMAN 

It  is  sad  that  the  rising  divorce  rate 
among  ministerial  couples  should 
surprise  Mrs.  McIntosh  ("Letters  to  the 
Editor”.  August  27)  of  Florida  -  or 
anyone  else  for  that  matter.  The  real 
surprise  is  that  the  divorce  rate  is  so  low. 

During  the  last  two  years  I  have 
conducted  a  number  of  retreats  for 
ministers’  wives  across  the  nation.  I 
have  met  several  hundred  beautiful 
women  of  all  races  who  are  struggling 
against  unbelievable  conditions  to  keep 
their  marriages  healthy  and  their 
husbands  and  children  happy.  Some  are 
succeeding  and  some  are  not.  Mrs. 
McIntosh  is  correct  when  she  says  that 
being  a  minister’s  wife  “calls  for  a  great 
deal  of  mental  and  spiritual  stability,” 
but  not  in  the  idyllic  context  which  she, 
and  thousands  of  people  like  her,  would 
place  their  minister.  It  is  the  separation 
of  the  minister  and  his  wife  from  the 
people  whom  they  serve  that  frequently 


becomes  the  focal  point  of  trouble  for  the 
clergy  people. 

When  a  minister  is  expected  to  be  a 
different  kind  of  person  than  the 
Christian  people  whom  he  serves,  he  is 
twice  separated  from  his  natural  self. 
The  first  separation,  that  of  being  a 
Christian,  is  willingly  accepted.  It  is  the 
second  separation  that  undermines  the 
minister,  his  or  her  spouse  and  their 
marriage.  They  cannot  be  put  on  a 
pedestal  in  a  separate  human  category. 
As  a  couple  they  must  be  allowed  the 
normal  struggles  of  any  other  Christian 
as  they  attempt  to  live  in  today’s 
complicated  world.  To  deny  them  the 
privilege  of  being  human,  albeit  in 
ministry,  is  to  place  upon  them  an 
unequal  expectation  and  a  separation 
from  self  that  can  turn  a  difficult 
vocation  into  a  crushing  load  that 
destroys  a  marriage.  Mrs.  McIntosh 
illustrates  this  inequality  when  she 
advises  that  the  divorced  clergy  be 

My  Witness 


What  do  you  say  in 
a  note  of  sympathy? 
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By  MARIE  LATTA 

What  do  you  say  in  a  note  of  sympathy? 
A  dear  friend  has  died  and  I  must  find 
something  to  write  to  her  parents,  who 
are  also  friends.  But  what?  Margaret's 
life  was  interrupted  at  mid-point.  She  did 
not  live  out  her  Biblical  threescore  and 
ten  that  we  all  somehow  expect  for 
ourselves.  And  it  was  not  a  death  in 
which  the  bereaved  ones  take  comfort 
because  the  loved  one  has  been  sick  a 
long  time  and  welcomes  release.  This 
happened  to  an  older  man  we  know. 

When  he  died,  his  family  was  at  his 
bedside  and  he  was  able  to  talk  with  them 
and  feel  the  love  they  shared.  He  had 
been  in  the  hospital  for  weeks  and  had 
grown  worse  day  by  day.  Often  he  had 
spoken  of  death  and  did  not  fear  it.  That 
last  day,  he  rested  without  speaking  for  a 
while,  then  suddenly  opened  his  eyes  and 
leaned  forward.  He  looked  up  as  if 
someone  had  spoken  and  said.  "‘Yes, 
Jesus.  I’m  coming."  Then  he  died. 

But  even  when  a  good  Christian  dies 
with  full  expectation  of  reunion  with 
loved  ones  in  heaven,  there  is  still  sorrow 
because  we  will  no  longer  see  him  on 
earth  He  will  no  longer  be  a  part  of  our 
daily  lives. 

And  my  friend,  Margaret,  was  not  old. 
In  her  early  thirties,  she  leaves  a  young 
son  and  a  bewildered  husband  who  has 
built  his  life  around  her  for  fourteen 
years.  There  was  still  so  much  life  ahead 
for  her.  Now  she  will  not  see  herson  grow 
into  a  young  man.  She  will  never  hold  her 


—  -  Marie  Latta 

grandchildren  in  her  arms.  Never  again 
will  she  tend  the  garden  she  loved.  She  is 
gone. 

Shall  I  write  of  the  good  things?  That 
she  was  always  cheerful,  a  generous 
woman,  a  loving  wife  and  mother?  They 
already  know  that.  Should  I  say  nothing 
and  simply  send  the  printed  card?  That 
seems  inadequate. 

I  remember  how  I  felt  when  my  father 
died.  Every  expression  of  sympathy  was 
appreciated,  but  how  good  it  was  to  hear 
that  others  missed  him.  too.  That  his  life 
had  meant  something  to  other  people 
outside  our  family. 

So,  finally,  I  begin  to  write.  I  tell 
Margaret's  parents  that  their  daughter 
was  a  dear  friend  and  that  my  life  is 
richer  for  having  known  her;  that  I  will 
cherish  the  memory  of  the  good  times  we 
had  together,  the  walks  we  took  when  our 
children  were  preschoolers,  the  shopping 
trips,  the  long  talks.  I  remind  them  that 
her  life  was  good  and  full  and  that  their 
less  is  shared  by  her  many  friends.  And 
I  hope  it  comforts  them  to  hear  that  our 
prayers  are  with  them  and  the  family  she 
leaves  behind. 

With  sincere  sympathy,  I  sign  it. 

I  hope  it  helps  a  little. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  insights  and  experiences  in 
the  Christian  faith. 

This  week's  contributor ,  Marie  Latta.' 
lives  in  Battle  Creek.  Michigan. 


Readers  disagree  over  life  in  space  issue 
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To  the  Editor: 

In  the  September  24  issue,  one  of  your 
headlines  asks  the  question.  “Would 
discovery  of  life  on  another  planet  affect 
our  religious  beliefs?” 

Many  passages  of  scripture  point  to  the 
fact  that  Jesus  makes  one  atoning 
sacrifice  which  is  once  and  for  all  time, 
never  to  be  repeated.  This  is  God’s 
supreme  act,  eternal  in  nature,  applying 
for  all  of  mankind  in  all  of  history.  There 
is  one  Servant,  one  Lamb,  one  Sacrifice, 
one  Oblation  dnd  therefore  one  faith  and 
one  Lord.  Since  God’s  act  is  perfect  and 
universal  in  nature,  it  is  unique  for  all  of 
history. 

If  such  is  true,  then  we  do  have  the 
question  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Crucifixion 
for  living  souls  elsewhere  in  the  universe, 
assuming  them  to  exist.  If  God  is  Lord 
over  all  of  creation,  including  the  most 
distant  star,  and  if  Jesus  is  his  living 

Word  and  Love,  then  even  though  the  Renville  Tev 

Crucifixion  was  a  particular  act  for  the 
souls  of  this  special  planet,  it  is  To  the  Editor-  ‘ 
efficacious  for  anyone  anywhere  in  the 


(especially  vegetable  life)  on  the  moon, 
it  just  would  not  reflect  the  sunlight  as 
brightly  as  it  does.  The  same  applies  to 
the  bright  stars. 

If  anyone  doubts  this,  why  not  take 
your  spotlight  and  throw  its  beam  on  a 
green  bush  at  night.  Then  try  the  same 
thing  on  a  sand  dune.  The  green  object 
appears  dark  as  compared  to  the  lighter 
sand  dune. 

Why  have  I  brought  this  up?  I’d  like  to 
prove  that  the  moon  and  stars  were 
placed  in  their  orbits  to  give  mankind 
and  his  other  living  creatures  that 
“lesser  light  at  night”  just  as  stated  in 
God’s  word.  Without  this  ‘‘lesser  light  at 
night”  no  one  could  safely  get  about  at 
midnight.  The  darkness  would  be  about 
as  dark  as  the  inside  of  a  barrel  with  the 
bung  hole  closed.  Surely  it  appears  as  if 
the  forces  of  Satan  are  playing  their  last 
card  Henry  Grawunder  Sr. 

Bellville,  Texas 


universe  because  it  has  to  do  with  one’s 
relationship  to  the  God  of  all  of  creation. 

To  accept  the  revelation  of  God  in 
Christ  is  to  accept  the  one  omnipresent, 
omnipotent  King  of  the  universe. 
However,  this  is  not  to  deny  the 
possibility  that  God.  in  his  infinite  love 
and  wisdom,  might  have  acted  in  a 
similar  manner  on  another  planet  to 
reveal  himself  and  meet  the  needs  of 
those  souls  since  he  would  be  aware  of 
the  fact  that  those  souls  would  have  no 
way  of  knowing  about  and  accepting 
Jesus.  Indeed,  this  is  not  only  likely,  it  is 
highly  probable. 

Should  we  ever  have  contact  with  life 
from  another  planet.  Christians  will  want 
to  stress  not  only  what  God  has  done  on 
Earth,  but  what  He  may  have  done 
elsewhere  and  must  be  willing, 
therefore,  to  accept  a  larger  view  of 
God’s  saving  grace.  stanley  G  HarreII 
Washington.  D.C. 
Life  is  only  on  carlli 
To  the  Editor: 

I  wonder  if  it  has  ever  occurred  to 
readers  how  it  appears  that  men  are 
desperately  trying  to  prove  that  there  is 
life  on  other  planets  (TM/UMR.  Sept. 
24)?  If  we  ever  prove  (beyond  a  doubt) 
that  there  is  life  on  Mars,  it  would 
contradict  the  book  of  Genesis  as  to  how 
life  was  created. 

Not  only  is  there  a  desperate  effort 
made  to  prove  life  exists  on  other 
planets,  but  it  is  done  at  a  frightful  cost  to 
the  people  here  on  earth. 

To  all  this  I  have  these  observations.  It 
has  been  proved  that  there  is  no  life 
(either  animal  or  vegetable)  on  the 
moon.  This  could  have  been  proved  right 
here  from  our  armchair  in  viewing  the 
moon  on  a  clear  night.  If  there  was  life 


Larry  Castillo-Wilson’s  “Base  is 
needed  for  pluralism”  (TM/UMR,  Sept. 
10)  is  on  the  beam.  Methodist  theological 
pluralism  means  that  Christian  truth  is 
found  by  use  of  scripture,  tradition, 
experience  and  reason,  as  Wesley 
believed  and  practiced.  Methodist 
pluralism  lives  by  the  principle:  “In 
essentials,  unity;  in  non-essentials, 
liberty;  and  in  all  things,  charity.” 
Methodist  theological  pluralism 
practices  responsible  scholarship,  and  is 
open-minded,  humble  and  tolerant. 

A  small  but  highly  vocal  Methodist 
minority  opposes  Methodist  theological 
pluralism  as  described  above.  They 
demand  the  benefits  of  pluralism  but 
reject  its  responsibilities.  If  a  majority, 
they  would  eliminate  pluralism.  To  them 
nearly  everything  is  wrong  with  our 
Methodist  seminaries,  church  school 
literature  and  programs  of  our  boards. 

Should  Methodists  who  declare, 
“There  is  just  one  way.  and  that  is  my 
way!”  be  chosen  as^ministers,  teachers 
and  leaders  in  our  United  Methodist 
Church?  Richard  K.  Heacock 

Austin,  Texas 

Hi  hie  is  the  source 

To  the  Editor; 

In  your  September  10  issue  was  a 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Rev.  Larry 
Costello-Wilson  entitled  ‘‘Base  is  needed 
for  pluralism.” 

He  opens  with  some  comments  on 
“education”  (and  I  suppose  he  means 
Christian  education)  which  is  being 
carried  on  in  the  First  Methodist  Church. 
Grassroots  Junction.  I  presume  he 
doesn’t  call  it  Christian  education 
because  ( as  he  seems  to  clearly  indicate ) 
it  doesn’t  agree  with  his  ideas  of  what 
such  education  should  be. 

My  understanding  of  what  Mr. 


Costello-Wilson  _ _ Jm..0 

Christian  education  is  not  to  be  based  on 
the  Bible,  but  on  theological  pluralism. 
By  this  he  means  that  in  teaching 
religion,  or  referring  to  and  teaching  the 
revealed  nature  and  will  of  God,  we  shall 
teach  that  there  is  more  than  one 
ultimate  principle  to  be  used  as  a  base 
for  teaching,  Percyp  Ne|son 

Norwood.  Pennsylvania 

Lung  ltd  fie  im  proper 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  October  1  issue  you  printed  the 
quote  by  Jimmy  Carter  from  his 


“Playboy”  magazine 


by 


interview  with 
which  you  say  many  persons  find 
offensive. 

Is  this  good  material  to  be  in  a  church 
periodical?  What  does  Mr.  Carter’s 
pastor  think  of  all  of  this?  What  does  Mr. 
Carter's  Bible  class  think  of  this?  Is  this 
material  taught  and  preached  in  Mr. 
Carter’s  church? 

Was  the  unprintable  joke  told 
former  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Earl  L. 
Butz.  that  I  understand  many  secular 
news  periodicals  refused  to  publish,  any 
worse  than  the  comments  by  Mr.  Carter? 

Martin  M.  Hyzer 
Andes.  New  York 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  debated 
whether  or  not  to  print  Mr.  Carter’s 
comments  verbatim,  and  determined 
that  if  reaction  to  them  was  to  be 
meaningful,  readers  needed  to  know 
what  he  actually  said.  We  have  also  seen 
Mr.  Butz  s  comments  and  consider  them 
to  be  considerably  more  offensive  than 
those  which  we  printed. 
Ilandieanned  are  slighted 
To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  completely  with  Ruth 
Elizabeth  Knapp's  comments  on 
discrimination  against  the  handicapped 
in  this  country  (TM/UMR.  Sept.  24).  I 
am  partially  sighted  myself,  and  I  think 
it's  about  time  that  America’s 
handicapped  do  something  about  their 
position. 


Many  blind  persons  in  the  United 
States  who  have  college  degrees  are 
working  in  sheltered  workshops  for  the 
handicapped  and  earning  below  the 
minimum  wage  because  they  cannot  find 
jobs.  Why  should  these  educated  men 
and  women  be  forced  into  such  a 
position?  The  public  should  be  educated 
to  the  needs  of  these  people.  We  need 
employers  who  recognize  the  fact  that 
ability,  not  disability,  qualifies  people  for 
work. 

I  am  currently  a  college  freshman,  and 
like  Ms.  Knapp,  I  have  found  that  many 
of  the  “agencies”  that  are  supposed  to  be 
looking  out  for  the  welfare  of  the 
handicapped  give  little  or  no  aid  to  us. 
Even  the  church  does  not  offer  help  or 
encouragement.  My  father  served  in  the 
Methodist  ministry  for  over  twenty  years 
before  his  death  in  1964,  but  I  have 
received  no  benefits  whatever  beyond 
the  age  of  eighteen. 

Something  is  drastically  wrong  with 
this  system,  and  we,  the  handicapped, 
must  change  it.  Nathan  chasteen 

Prophetstown,  Illinois 


Ruth  Truman 

separated  from  their  service  in  the 
church  while  a  Christian  of  any  other 
profession  would  not  be  expected  to  do 
the  same.  In  fact,  the  trauma  of  divorce 
might  make  the  minister  a  more 
sensitive,  viable  counselor  to  parish 
couples  caught  in  their  own  marital 
difficulties. 

But  beyond  the  separated  status  in 
which  the  clergy  couple  is  often  kept  are 
a  host  of  conditions  that  could  be  changed 
to  relieve  some  of  the  stress  to  which  a 
clergy  couple  is  subjected.  Everywhere  I 
have  gone  I  have  heard  about  the 
following: 

(1)  An  appointment  system  that  often 
deals  whimsically  with  a  minister’s  life, 
giving  little  consideration  to  the  effects 
upon  the  family. 

(2)  Short  pastoral  terms  that  do  not 
allow  for  the  development  of  vocation, 
personal  interests  or  personal  security. 

(3)  Salaries  that  force  poverty 
standards  on  many  of  our  clergy  with 
some  conference  minimums  so  low  that 
families  could  be  eligible  for  federal 
assistance. 

(4)  An  antiquated  parsonage  system 
(generally  discarded  by  other 
denominations)  that  denies  the  clergy  a 
choice  in  his  place  of  residence,  control 
over  a  major  portion  of  his  income,  and 
the  privacy  of  family  life.  To  choose  the 
color  of  one’s  kitchen  without 
consultation  with  a  committee  or 
deference  to  a  later  resident  would  be 
pure  joy  for  many  ministers’  wives ! 

There  are  many  other  conditions  of  the 
vocation  itself  that  cannot  be  changed, 
such  as  the  vulnerability  of  the  minster 
as  he  counsels  women  bereft  of  love,  the 
endless  workload  that  can  overwhelm 
and  deny  family  life,  the  difficulty  of 
retaining  a  sense  of  a  personal  self  while 
trying  to  lead  people  to  God,  etc.  Every 
Christian  must  face  the  demands  of  his 
or  her  vocation,  and  the  clergy  person  is 
no  exception.  Likewise  every  Christian 
must  come  to  terms  with  today’s  altered 
family  patterns,  with  the  emerging 
personal  growth  on  the  part  of  women, 
with  a  world  in  constant  change.  These 
conditions  put  stress  on  every  marriage 
and  are  often  sufficient  to  shatter  a 
relationship.  All  &f  the  foregoing 
contribute  to  a  rising  divorce  rate  in  and 
out  of  the  clergy. 

However,  to  allow  conditions  of  the 
system  that  so  affect  the  minister’s  life  to 
remain  unchanged— conditions  of 
appointments,  salaries,  and  parsonage 
system— is  the  greatest  sin  of  the  church 
against  its  servants.  Conference 
counselors,  understanding  bishops,  and 
concerned  district  superintendents  are  in 
many  places  attempting  to  improve 
these  conditions,  but  their  efforts  barely 
scratch  the  surface  of  a  problem  that 
encompasses  the  national  church.  The 
system  needs  a  giant  overhaul— for 
appointments,  salaries  and  parsonages 
are  interrelated,  invariably  joined,  and 
.  are  often  at  the  heart  of  the  frustrations 
of  clergy  families. 

These  are  the  things  that  courageous, 
mature,  Christian  ministers'  wives  have 
told  me  —  with  tears  streaming  down 
their  faces.  These  women  do  not  want 
divorce  as  the  solution  to  their  problems. 
Rather  they  want  the  church  to  care 
enough  about  its  ministers  and  their 
families  to  lift  some  of  the  burdens 
imposed  by  an  archaic  system.  They  do 
not  ask  for  much:  an  adequate  living,  a 
choice  in  their  place  of  residence,  a 
matching  of  a  minister  to  a  job  without 
the  inequity  of  salary  scales,  the  feeling 
that  somebody  in  the  church  actually 
cares :  in  short,  a  sense  of  self-worth.  And 
Mrs.  McIntosh  is  right  when  she  says, 
“The  people  in  the  church  can  help.”  The 
people  are  the  church.  They  can  change 
the  system  at  the  local,  conference  and 
general  conference  level. 

Divorce  is  not  an  answer.  It  is  a 
symptom  of  a  many-faceted  problem 
which  will  not  be  solved  by  asking  the 
minister  to  remember  his  calling. 
(Sometimes  he  remembers  it  so  well  he 
forgets  he  even  has  a  family! )  Instead  it 
is  time  for  the  church  to  examine  the  way 
it  treats  its  ministers  and  their  families, 
time  for  a  complete  reevaluation  of  the 
way  The  United  Methodist  Church  does 
things.  Otherwise,  as  Mrs.  McIntosh  said 
in  quite  another  way,  “the  future  of  the 
church  is  in  deep,  deep  trouble.’ 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor.  Ruth  Truman, 
lives  in  Westlake  Village.  California. 


Henderson  Settlement 
Mission 

Children’s  Home 
Frakes,  Kentucky  40940 
Telephone:  [606]  337-3613 

Staff  Needed:  Two  dedicated, 
Christian  couples  as  houseparents 
for  needy,  dependent,  neglected 
children  in  the  mountains  of 
Southeast  Kentucky.  Couples 
without  children,  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  moral  and 
ethical  standards  will  be  con¬ 
sidered.  Salaried  or  Volunteer  - 
Room,  Board,  Fringe-Benefits, 
vacations. 


You  can  be 

a  part  of 
something  big 

See  the  new  World  Ser¬ 
vice  film  —  “A  Part  of 
Something  Big”  and 
learn  how. 

Order  from  your  con¬ 
ference  AV  library,  or 
rent  at  $10  from  United 
Methodist  Film  Service, 
1525  McGavock  St., 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 


Discussion  materials  and 
publicity  for  “A  Part  ot 
Something  Big"  can  be  ordered 
from  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications.  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  III.  60201. 
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Where  is  church  on  health  care? 

Unclear  mandate  creates  dilemma  for  (church  and  Society  board 


_ _ 

C.undidutes,  churches  share  issues 

The  current  presidential  campaign  has  focused  attention  on  a  number  of  issues 
which  concern  various  religious  groups.  Upper  Left:  In  foreign  affairs  both  party 
standard-bearers  have  called  for  “morality"  in  foreign  affairs  and  an  end  to  racial 
unrest  in  Southern  Africa.  (In  this  photo,  Anglican  Bishops  Bill  Burnett  of  Capetown 
and  Alphaeus  Zulu  of  Zululand  embrace.)  Upper  Right:  Much  confusion  has 
centered  on  the  campaigners’  positions  on  abortion.  Republicans  have  generally 
upheld  a  more  ’restrictive’  position  on  the  issue,  but  both  parties  advocate 
limitations  of  some  sort  on  abortions.  Lower  Left:  Gun  control  issues  have  found  the 
Democrats  advocating  strong  controls  over  handguns  while  Republicans  have 
opposed  federal  registration  of  firearms.  Lower  Right:  On  unemployment,  the 
Republicans  have  maintained  jobs  in  the  “private  sector”  can  reduce 
unemployment  w  hile  Democrats  advocate  federal  action  to  ensure  jobs. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 

UMC’s  alternate  ritual  book 


By  SH  ARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

COLLEGE  PARK.  Md.  -  Culling  its 
teeth  as  a  new  board  on  the  controversial 
health  care  financing  issue,  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  (BCS)  opted  to 
review  its  position  in  the  light  of  General 
Conference  action  on  the  matter. 

The  90-member  board  held  its 
organizational  meeting  here  Oct.  12-15  on 
the  University  of  Maryland  campus. 
Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  of  the  Syracuse 
Area  was  elected  president  of  the 
agency.  Both  Bishop  Yeakel  and  Dr. 
George  Outen.  new  general  secretary, 
were  former  evangelism  executives  for 
the  denomination 

Cautioned  that  the  board's  taking  a 
position  on  health  care  financing  might 
be  read  as  flouting  the  General 
Conference,  board  members  assigned 
the  general  welfare  division  to  review 
past  positions  taken  by  the  board,  and 
then  to  advocate  a  policy  for  board 
action. 

Withdrawal  from  the  Health  Security 
Action  Council  <HSAC).  a  coalition 
supporting  pubic  financing  for  national 
health  insurance,  was  also  ordered  by 
board  members. 

They  reasoned  that  since  the  General 
Conference  refused  to  approve  both 
public  and  mixed  public-private 
financing,  the  denomination  is  without  an 
“official”  position.  Therefore.  II.  M. 
agencies  are  at  liberty  to  study  the  issue 
and  advocate  a  position  in  the  future. 

Dr.  Grover  Bagby.  general  welfare 
executive,  noted  in  a  memo  that  while 
the  General  Conference  of  1976  did  not 
adopt  a  position  for  financing  health  care 
in  the  U.S..  it  was  not  silent  on  the 
current  state  of  the  present  system. 
Problem  areas  mentioned  include: 
Understaffing,  unequal  distribution  of 
health  professionals  and  health  facilities, 
the  “frightening”  rate  of  increase  in 


health  care  costs,  inefficiencies,  lack  of 
planning  and  mismanagement.  The 
General  Conference  stated  flatly  that 
"all  persons  should  have  equal  access” 
to  health  care . 

Dr  Sally  Geis.  Denver,  said  that  not 
taking  a  position  on  financing  is  the  same 
as  saying  we  don't  believe  in  health  care 
because  present  methods  -are  not 
operating 

The  Rev.  John  Moore.  Reno.  Nev..  said 
“the  issue  isn’t  financing  health  care  but 
the  credibility  of  the  board  ”  He  said  the 
whole  advocacy  position  of  the  board 
might  suffer  if  it  appeared  to  be 


contradicting  General  Conference 
In  evaluating  the  agency's  track 
record  at  the  1976  General  Conference,  a 
review  committee  reported  "the  general 
feeling  is  we  didn't  do  very  well. 
Resolutions  were  too  long,  heavy  and  not 
given  serious  consideration  bv  the 
delegates  But  for  some  reason,  the  Rev 
Howard  Plowman  Oklahoma  City.  Okla  . 
told  TM/UMR.  there  is  ’unprecedented 
demand'  for  copies  of  the  resolutions 
Tightening  up  board  affiliations  with  45 
different  coalitions  was  ordered  here  as 
coalition  purposes  and  financial 
statements  were  sought. 


A  March  1-4  “Century  III"  seminar  for 
annual  conference  leadership  was 
approved.  The  board  has  been  mandated 
to  serve  its  local  church  and  constituency 
more  directly. 

Of  the  nine  bishops  who  are  members 
of  the  BCS  board,  only  board  president 
Bishop  Yeakel  was  present  for  the  whole 
meeting,  and  only  four  of  the  nine  put  in 
an  appearance.  Other  board  members 
were  not  completely  happy  about  the 
situation. 

Pauline  Niles.  Kansas  Civ  .  Mo.,  said 
“we  need  the  support  of  the  bishops  in 
this  board  " 


Agency  sets  watch-dog  policy  to 
correct  long  ‘history  of  neglect’ 


Divorce  rituals  arouse  interest 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Although  United  Methodism’s  ‘‘Ritual 
in  a  New  Day:  An  Invitation”  is  so  new 
most  local  churchpersons  have  not  seen 
it  yet.  the  book’s  section  on  "Rituals  with 
the  Divorced”  is  making  a  news  splash 
outside  the  church. 

The  first  such  ritual  available  through 
official  channels  in  any  Christian  church, 
the  optional  worship  experience  has 
drawn  wide  interest  from  newspapers 
and  other  media  across  the  nation. 

1  The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers.  New 
York,  who  chaired  the  alternate  ritual 
task  force  and  wrote  the  chapter  on 
divorce,  said  it's  still  too  soon  to  get  an 

Giving  is  up 
among  churches 

NEW  YORK  —  The  average  church 
member  in  42  U  S.  communions  gave 
$137.09  last  year,  a  new  survey  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  reveals. 

In  last  year’s  survey  for  the  year  1974. 
the  average  contribution  of  members 
was  $127.76. 

-Total  giving  to  the  42  churches  last 
year  amounted  to  $5,353,545,021.  About  20 
cents  of  each  dollar  given  in  1975,  a  total 
of  $1.1  million,  went  for  mission  and 
other  activities  outside  of  the  local 
congregation. 

A  comparison  between  1974  and  1975 
giving  to  nine  “mainline"  Protestant 
denominations  (including  the  United 
Methodist  Church)  shows  that  while  a 
decreased  membership  is  giving  more 
money,  contributions  have  not  kept  pace 
with  inflation.  Giving  to  those  nine 
denominations  rose  6.2  percent,  but 
inflation  in  1975  was  seven  percent. 

Meanwhile  this  year,  giving  by  United 
Methodists  to  16  general  benevolence  and 
administrative  funds  of  their 
denomination  was  6.7  per  cent  more  in 
the  first  nine  months  of  1976  than  in  the 
same  period  of  1975. 

According  to  a  report  released,  in 
Evanston.  Ill.,  October  5  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
receipts  in  the  16  funds  through 
September  30  totaled  $38,107,631 
compared  with  $35,711,526  a  year  ago. 
World  Service,  the  denomination’s  basic 
program  fund,  was  up  4.4  percent  with  a 
total  of  $12.8  millions  toward  an  annual 
goal  of  $23.5  millions. 

In  the  report  as  a  whole.  13  funds 
showed  increases,  while  three  were  down 
in  amounts  ranging  from  5.7  to  3.2 
percent.  Biggest  increase  for  the  nine 
months  was  24.9  percent  increase  in 
support  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 


Attention  Churches 


SPORTSMAN  MAXIWAGON 

1977  Dodge  Sportsman 
15  Passenger 

Buy  -  Rent  -  Lease 

Contact  J.  Y.  Tingle 
Longhorn  Dodge,  Inc. 

2401  W.  7th  St.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  76107 
(017  )  335  2331,  Metro  429  0121 
(214  )  262  2244  (Dallas) 


accurate  reading  on  United  Methodist 
response  to  the  new  worship  resource. 

But  two  people  who  have  already 
“ritualized"  a  divorce  in  their  local 
church  believe  it’s  a  hopeful  sign  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  while  not 
affirming  divorcing,  may  be  learning  to 
affirm  divorcing  persons  in  their  trouble. 

TM/UMR  talked  last  week  both  with  a 
divorced  laywoman  who  wrote  a  litany 
and  with  her  pastor  who  led  the 
congregation  in  the  ritual.  It  is  one  of 
several  rituals  in  the  book,  just  released 
by  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Openly  dealing  with  divorce  in  church 
is  likely  to  be  both  misunderstood  and 
painful,  agree  these  two  who  know.  Yet  it 
also  speaks  to  one  of  the  most  crying 
needs  in  the  church  today,  they  say:  to 
take  divorce  to  the  altar  and  share  it  in 
worship  and  in  Christian  concern. 

Last  year  at  Wesley  UMC.  Toledo. 
Ohio,  where  the  Rev.  David  Maze  was 
then  pastor.  Nancy  Fitch  and  her 
husband  did  just  that.  They  prepared  an 
open  letter  to  the  congregation 
announcing  their  decision  to  divorce 
which  Mr.  Maze  read,  then  followed  with 
a  litany  of  hope  in  which  the 
congregation  affirmed  that  ‘‘God  never 
gives  up  on  us." 

Today,  Mrs.  Fitch  sees  hope,  as  more 
divorcing  persons  openly  seek 
congregational  concern,  that  “Christian 
communities  will  give  us  the  chance  to 
continue  to  serve  Christ  as  the  same 
persons  we  were  before." 

Dealing  openly  with  divorce  does  not 
mean  the  church  is  "for"  divorce.  Mr. 
Maze  said.  “I  am  vehemently  opposed  to 
divorce.  But  if  after  all  the  counseling 
that  can  possibly  be  given.  I  see  that  for 
this  couple  divorce  is  the  best  of  two  bad 
alternatives,  then  I  as  a  Christian  must 
especially  support  these  people  in  the 
midst  of  their  trial." 

Yes.  but  publicly  —  in  church? 
Exactly,  says  Mrs.  Fitch,  because  it 
forces  the  church  to  look  at  divorce  with 
perspective  and  becomes  "a  growth 
process  for  us  all." 

It  also  serves  another  purpose,  she 
recalled:  the  congregation  hears  the 
news  directly,  instead  of  by  rumor  and 
gossip.  The  Fitches  were  nearly  life-long 
members  at  Wesley,  she  told  TM/UMR. 
and  both  held  leadership  positions  in  that 
church.  "It  was  unthinkable  to  just  let 
the  grapevine  carry  it." 

Results  were  not  entirely  positive,  she 
noted.  "People  were  still  uncomfortable 
with  me  and  let  me  all  too  much  alone. 
We  have  discussed  this  since."  But 
perhaps  a  divorcing  person  who  talks 
openly  of  trouble  can  help  church 
persons  be  in  ministry  to  him  or  her.  she 
still  believes. 

How  much  healing  a  divorce  ritual 
accomplishes  is  questionable,  too. 
though  Mrs.  Fitch  found  "some 


positives”  in  the  writing.  "I  got  to  the 
point  where  I  could  say.  ‘Because  you 
loved  us  last  week.  I  trust  you  to  love  us 
now.’” 

But  instant  healing  is  not  an  issue,  says 
Mr.  Maze,  now  pastor  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Heath,  Ohio.  He 
says  there  are  no  immediate  pain-killers. 
"Funerals  don’t  remove  grief  either,  but 
they  help  us  through  our  grief.” 

“Ritual  in  a  New  Day:  An  Invitation” 
also  offers  alternative  worship  materials 
for  footwashing,  naming,  dying,  endings* 
and  beginnings.  It  is  part  of  an  Alternate 
Rituals  Project  assigned  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship's  section  on  worship,  and 
was  produced  by  a  task  force  on  the 
cultural  context  of  ritual  for  optional  or 
trial  use  in  local  churches. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
COLLEGE  PARK.  Md.  —  Aggressive 
"watch-dogging”  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society’s  (BCS)  “rich  man/poor 
man"  financial  situation  was  promised 
here  by  a  first-of-its-kind  trustee  board 
Admittedly  rich  in  assets  but  poor  in 
actual  cash  to  do  its  work,  the  board 
brought  those  assets  firmly  under  one 
supervisory  roof  last  week  and  told 
trustees  to  tighten  up  controls 
The  move  came  as  the  board  learned  it 
will  end  the  year  with  a  budget  out  of 
balance  by  some  $29,000  unless  a 
property  sale  is  completed  —  despite 
assets  of  approximately  $8  million  in 
property,  endowment  and  trust  assets. 

By  a  change  in  bylaws.  BCS  lodged 
firm  control  with  its  trustee  board  for 
managing  investments,  which  last  year 
it  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

“When  everybody  is  in  charge,  nobody 
is  responsible"  is  the  way  one  official 
summed  up  what  he  called  a  past  history 
of  board  neglect  of  its  assets.  New 
trustee  president  John  Stumbo.  a 
Topeka.  Kans.  attorney,  said  informed 
management  of  board  assets  will  be 
increasingly  important  if  there  is  to  be  a 
vital  social  concerns  agency  for  the 
church. 

Described  by  some  disgruntled  board 
members  as  "the  stepchild  of  the  general 
church."  the  agency  will  get  only  about 
51  percent  of  its  1976  budget  from  the 
church's  World  Service  Fund. 

"I  don’t  foresee  the  day  when  the 
General  Conference  will  vote  even  75 
percent  support  for  the  agency.”  Mr 
Stumbo  told  TM/UMR.  While  some  other 
church  agencies  are  heavily  dependent 
on  sources  of  i  income  beyond  World 
Service,  none  matches  the  complexity 
and  restrictions  of  Church  and  Society 
assets,  board  officials  claim. 

Judge  P  B.  Revels.  Palatka.  Fla,, 
substantiated  Mr.  Stumbo’  view  of  the 
past  in  his  letter  to  the  new  board.  He 
said  in  1972  there  wasn’t  even  an 


accurate  account  of  funds  and  property. 
"We  started  from  scratch."  he  said 
without  any  report  or  information  from 
the  predecessor  board. 

Assets  include  the  United  Methodist 
Buildings  at  100-1 10  Maryland  Ave..  N.  E 
in  Washington.  D.  C  .  five  acres  of 
property  at  Ward  Circle  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  stocks  and  bonds  from  the 
former  Board  of  Temperance  and  before 
that  the  Board  of  Temperance. 
Prohibition  and  Public  Morals. 

Income  from  these  assets  is  restricted 
to  "promote  the  cause  of  temperance.  .  . 
and  to  render  aid  to  such  causes  as  tend 
to  advance  the  public  welfare."  Public 
morals,  gambling,  drug  abuse,  alcohol 
problems,  law  and  justice  and 
community  relations  are  considered  by 
legal  opinion  to  be  within  the  range  of  the 
original  trust.  Thus,  these  resources  fund 


Corrie  ten  Boom  circles 
globe  talking  for  Jesus 


Christmas  / 
Holy  Land 
Tour 

Dec.  25-Jan.  2 
Scholarship 
Allowances 

THREE  SEMESTER  HOURS 
Graduate  or  Under-Graduate 
COLLEGE  CREDIT 

WORLD  MISSIONS  TOURS 

P.O.  BOX  660515 
MIAMI  SPRINGS,  FL  33166 

Christian  Tours  since  1963  /  Write  for 
brochure  &  scholarship  information 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CARROLLTON.  Tex.  —  Corrie  ten 
Boom:  an  83-year  old,  gray-haired, 
wrinkled,  "tramp  for  the  Lord.”  With  a 
thick  Dutch  accent,  gentle  sense  of 
humor  and  biting  message,  this  lady 
affectionately  known  as  "Tante  (aunt) 
Corrie”  has  logged  nobody  knows  how 
many  miles  around  the  globe  during  the 
last  32  years. 

"The  message  the  Lord  has  given  me  is 
that  people  must  learn  they  have  to  be 
ready  for  Jesus’  coming."  Ms.  ten  Boom 
told  TM/UMR.  "Not  quarreling  about 
when  he  is  coming  in  some  millennial 
sense,  but  at  peace  with  God  and  men 
here  and  now.  We  can  have  peace  with 
God  because  Jesus  died  on  the  cross  for 
our  sins;  we  can  confess  our  sins  and 
accept  God’s  forgiveness. 

"To  be  at  peace  with  men  means 
forgiveness.”  And.  that  is  a  message 
Corrie  feels  she  can  bring  especially 
clearly  because  of  the  "miracle"  of 
forgiveness  she  experienced. 

As  Holland’s  first  licensed  woman 
watchmaker.  Corrie  ten  Boom,  her  sister 
Betsie  and  family,  became  deeply 
involved  in  the  underground  during 
World  War  II.  helping  Jewish  families 
escape  from  Nazi  extermination.  They 
were  arrested  Feb.  28.  1944  by  the 
Gestapo.  The  father,  84  years  old  at  the 
time,  died  in  prison  a  week  later.  Corrie 
and  Betsie  were  eventually  sent  to  the 
women’s  extermination  camp  at 
Ravensbruck.  Betsie  died  in  the  camp  of 
starvation.  On  Dec.  28th,  Corrie  was 
released  as  the  result  of  a  clerical  eiror 
and  permitted  to  return  to  Holland. 

“The  ‘miracle’  was  that  I  could  forgive 
and  love  my  enemies.  The  love  of  God  is 
brought  to  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
so  we  can  forgive  and  be  at  peace  with 
each  other.  His  love  can  make  us 
stronger  than  our  resentment  toward 
others."  she  said. 

And.  the  third  most  important  part  of 
the  message  is  that  every  child  of  God  is 
called  to  be  an  ambassador  for  Christ  — 
to  be  the  heaven  on  earth  and  the  light  of 
the  world. 

“My  only  goal  is  to  be  able  to  continue 
to  bring  this  message.  People  need  to 
know  the  Lord  Jesus."  she  said. 

Asked  how  Christians  should  act  when 
evil  is  in  power,  Tante  Corrie  said 
Christians  must  obey  God  more  than 
government.  “As  far  as  we  are  able,  we 
should  obey  government,  but  when 
governments  do  things  against  the  law  of 
God.  we  must  obey  God’s  law  before  the 
law  of  men.” 


Corrie  ten  Boom 

She  said  it  is  not  always  easy  for 
Christians  to  make  decisions  about 
where  to  put  their  energies  when  choices 
are  to  be  made.  On  the  one  hand,  "we 
must  do  our  utmost  as  followers  of  Jesus 
to  follow  his  example  of  healing  the  sick, 
giving  the  blind  vision  and  the  deaf 
hearing.  Jesus  promised  his  followers 
would  do  greater  works  because  he  went 
to  the  Father.  Today,  greater  works  are 
being  done  through  us.  but  sometimes  we 
have  to  choose.  The  most  important  thing 
is  to  bring  people  to  Jesus.  But.  whenever 
a  Christian  is  unsure,  he  or  she  can  claim 
the  promise  of  guidance  given  in  James 
1:5." 

Corrie  believes  that  surrender  to  Jesus 
must  be  made  again  and  again.  “Jesus 
asks  ‘Do  you  lay  your  hand  in  my  hand?’ 
‘Do  you  walk  with  me  continuously?’ 
When  people  tell  me  they  enjoyed  my 
message.  I  ask.  but  do  you  do  the 
message?" 

Asked  her  opinion  of  the  charismatic 
movement,  she  said.  "We  must  just  be 
very  happy  at  what  the  Lord  is  doing,  but 
it  must  be  always  remembered  that  even 
if  one  has  all  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  and 
doesn’t  have  love,  it  is  nothing  at  all.” 

Doesn’t  she  tire  from  all  the 
travelling?  "No.  I  am  a  very  good 
sleeper,  and  I’ve  been  doing  it  32  years 
already.  When  I  speak  God’s  Words  I  feel 
peppy.” 

Corrie  the  watchmaker  sees  herself  as 
an  instrument  of  God.  “As  God’s 
instrument  he  tells  where  we  should  be 
used.  God  must  decide  where  and  how  we 
are  to  be  used:  we  can't  tell  someone  else 
to  work  like  we  do." 


the  Division  of  General  Welfare 

Sale  of  the  Ward  Circle  property  from 
that  endowment  fqr  $2.3  million  is 
expected  but  the  deal  has  not  been 
closed. 

Another  restricted  source  of  income  is 
the  Hugh  Moore  Fund  of  over  a  million 
dollars  given  for  study  and  action  on 
population  problems.  Lodged  under  the 
World  Peace  division,  these  assets 
support  only  the  population  department 

The  church’s  center  at  the  United 
Nations  in  New  York  is  another  board 
property.  The  center’s  tax-exempt  status 
is  currently  under  review  by  the  City  of 
New  York  George  Granger,  board 
financial  officer,  said  renewal  of  tax- 
exempt  status  is  expected,  but  if  the  city 
should  refuse  the  board  would  owe 
$105,000  of  property  tax.  Mr  Granger 
said,  “we  simply  don’t  have  it 


Bridge  faith-action  gap, 
new  board  challenged 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
COLLEGE  PARK.  Md  —  Unless 
Biblical  and  theological  expression 
becomes  a  ‘definition’  of  how  and  why 
the  church  moves  on  social  issues,  the 
division  between  spiritual  faith’  and 
‘earthly  responsibility’  will  never  be 
bridged,  a  professor  of  Christian  ethics 
warned  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
here  last  week. 

"The  great  danger."  Dean  J.  Philip 
Wogoman  of  Wesley  Seminary  said,  “is 
that  theology  be  treated  as  atmosphere’ 
or  preamble  for  social  positions  but  not 
be  ultimately  related  " 

The  seminary  dean  said  Christians 
have  a  tendency  to  give  short  shrift  to 
any  notion  of  how  God  is  related  to  the 
material  world.  But  in  spite  of  careless 
thinking  the  church  has  managed  to  steer 
a  twisted  path  avoiding  both  a  ‘thorough¬ 
going  materialism,’  on  the  one  hand,  and 
a  ‘one-sided  spiritualism,  on  the  other. 

He  said  the  social  concerns  agency 
should  provide  the  ‘missing  link’  between 
the  faith  of  United  Methodists  and  the 
reasons  why  “Faith  is  a  spiritual 
matter."  he  said,  "but  a  lot  of  people  who 
are  very  loving  and  ‘spiritual’  do  not  see 
the  connection  between  faith  and  the 
world  about  them  " 

The  dean  quoted  Karl  Barth,  who  said, 
“without  creation  all  that  we  mean  by 
Christian  faith  could  exist  only  as  an 
idea  in  the  mind  of  God.  And  without  the 
covenant,  creation  would  be 
meaningless." 

Dietrich  Bonhoeffer.  a  theologian  who 
died  in  a  Nazi  prison  camp,  said  the 
material,  social,  economic  and  political 
structures  of  this  w-orld  are  deeply 
related  to  God’s  grace  or  the  ‘spiritual’ 
side  of  things.  Material  things  such  as 
food,  political  rights,  freedom  from 
physical  fear  —  are  more  or  less 
necessary  conditions’  to  the  true  ends  of 
God  because  they  can  either  aid'  or 
‘impede’  spiritual  relationships,  which 
are  ultimate. 

A  helpful  exercise  for  United 
Methodists,  the  dean  said,  would  be  to 
look  at  the  Social  Principles  and  ask  of 
the  various  categories.  "Do  the 
conditions  referred  to  really  matter  in 
relation  to  the  faith?" 

Further,  he  suggested  that  church 
members  be  aware  of  what  he  called 
Christian  "presumptions"  in  making 
moral  judgements.  Two  such  presump¬ 
tions  are:  (1 )  that  every  life  of  a  child  of 


God  is  of  worth,  and  (2)  that  all  human 
beings  are  loved  infinitely  by  a  loving 
God  and  are  thereby  equal  since  Christ's 
death  was  for  all. 

Applying  this  to  the  issue  of  capital 
punishment.  Dean  Wogaman  said  the 
faith  question  is  "Are  there  any  people 
whose  lives  have  lost  all  worth  to  us?” 

Journal  receives 
heavy  subsidy 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

COLLEGE  PARK  Md  -  A  handful  of 
affluent  readers  of  United  Methodism's 
social  issues  journal  are  getting  a  lot  for 
their  money:  a  100  percent  subscription 
subsidy  paid  for  with  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  funds,  according  to  its 
budget. 

Whether  the  church  is  getting  its 
money's  worth  from  “e/sa" 
(engage/social  action)  may  be  tested  in 
1977.  when  $52,000  in  world  hunger 
priority  funds  will  place  four  copies  of  a 
special  world  hunger  issue  in  every  local 
church,  editor  Allan  Brockway  told  the 
board. 

While  "e/sa”  subscribers  pay  $6  per 
year  for  the  journal,  the  board  puts  up 
more  than  $6  more  to  pay  the  editorial 
and  production  bill.  The  production 
budget  alone  is  $64,000  annually  or  $9.24’ 
per  subscription.  Adding  in  the  staff 
salaries  —  one-third  to  one-half  time  by 
their  own  estimates  —  the  total  bill 
comes  to  approximately  $88,061  or  $12.58 
per  subscription 

Based  on  a  ‘composite’  picture  of 
“e/sa”  (engage/social  action)  readers. 
Mr.  Brockway  said  "the  typical  reader  is 
white,  male,  has  a  graduate  degree, 
earns  $18,000,  reads  a  lot.  is  40  years  old. 
a  Democrat  and  lives  in  a  town  of  over 
30.000  people  Half  of  the  7.000 
subscribers  are  clergy,  he  reported  The 
composite  picture  was  drawn  from  a 
recent  readership  survey  which  the 
editor  believes  is  quite  ‘reliable.’ 

Calling  next  year’s  special  issue  a 
“test  case"  for  the  future  of  the 
publication,  he  told  board  members  it 
will  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone.  Besides 
carrying  out  the  board’s  assignment  to 
"cultivate  constituencies  to  affect  public 
policy  and  legislation."  it  will  also  serve 
as  a  publicity  drive  for  “e/sa.” 


Classified 

RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 

ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  WANTED  Adequate 
salary,  auto  expense  and  housing  allowance  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  West  Monroe  l,a  71291 
Phone  <31Ri  307-0511 

charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

TRAVEL-LEARNING  EXPERIENCE  in  Israel 
lectures  by  outstanding  scholars  Visit  Jerusalem. 
Jericho.  Masada.  Caesarea.  Capernaum.  Hehron. 
Sea  of  Galilee  Dead  Sea  Fully  guided  All  meals 
Folklore  evening  Options  for  Petra  Negev,  Romeor 
Alheas  Cost  only  S799  from  New  York  Brochure 
from  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours  Box  247. 
Azle.  Texas  7fi020 

cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

h'loivers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (017)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas  76059 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  and 
youth  worker  needed  for  growing  congregation 
Degree  in  Christian  Education.  Methodist 
background  Salary  commensurate  with  talents  and 
training  Send  resume  to  North  Naples  United 
Methodist  Church.  600  Seagate  Drive.  Naples.  Fla 
33940 

FOR  SALE:  l:l  church  pews  17  feel  .7  inches  length 
and  fi  pews  II  feel  !i  inches  length  Solid  birch  ends 
and  •sculptured  seals  of  oak  Park  oak  slain  finish 
Pews  can  readily  he  shortened  In  desired  length 
Also  28  theater-style  scqls  with  12  ends  to  match 
above  pews  First  I’nited  Methodist  Church  Rnx  fi. 
Midland.  Tex  751701  Phone  (915i  682- 1701 

PREGNANT?  I'NM  \RRIED?  Give  vuur  baby 
home  and  a  ehance  at  life'  The  Methodist  Mission 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION! Children's  Divisions i 
for  fi.nnn  member  church  Minimum  R  A.  with 
preparation  in  children's  education  and  three  vears 
experience  'recent  •  in  children's  Christian 
education  program  in  urban  sired  church  Salary 
open  Write  Les  Sitter.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  420  N.  Nevada  Avenue.  Colorado  Springs 
Colorado  R0903 

Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  a  complete,  confidential 
service  on  your  problems  Good  living  situation, 
warm  acceptance,  best  medical  care,  expert 
counseling  and  continuing  high  school  education 
Call  or  write:  Rev  Harold  Burkhardl  fi487  Whithv 

Rd  .  San  Antonin,  Texas  7R240  Phone  1 5|2>  fi9fi-24in 

WANTED  Director  of  Education  and  Youth  in 
church  of  900  members  Salarv  is  negotiable  Send 

TRIP  OF  A  LIFETIME  An  enriching  11  day  Egypt- 
Holy  I.and  trip  Daily  Bible. Study  Dr  Earl  Hughes: 
Prayer  Study.  Jo  Kimmel  Chesnutt  Jan  11-21.  1977 
Only  $999  N  Y  /N  Y  Mrs.  Chesnutt  2424  Inwood, 
r  256,  Dallas.  Texas  75235.  (214)  SIR-1337 

references,  credentials,  picture  to  Tracy  Arnold. 
First  UMC.  903  Broadway.  Minden.  La  71055 

TOUR  TO  BRAZIL  Manaus-Rrasilia-Rio  January 
19-29.  1977,  $865  00  More  information.  Rev  Luiz  S. 
I^mos.  Box  40.  Olivet.  S  D  57052  (  605)387-5208 
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Peter  Cartwright  — 
honored .  .  . 


SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  A 
pioneer  Methodist  circuit-rider  who 
once  lost  a  race  for  Congress  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  honored  last 
month  with  the  dedication  of  the  119- 
year-old  Peter  Cartwright  Memorial 
Church  near  here  as  one  of  17  national 
United  Methodist  Historic  shrines. 

For  nearly  half  a  century  on  the 
plains  of  Illinois  in  the  mid-1800s 
Peter  Cartwright  epitomized  the 
Bible  carrying,  fearless  Methodist 
circuit-riding  preacher.  The  church, 
and  five  related  sites  within  the 
historical  cluster,  is  located  at 
Pleasant  Plains,  16  miles  northwest  of 
here. 

Some  300  persons  attended  the 
ceremony,  headed  by  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  of  the  Illinois  Area  and 
several  lineal  descendants  of 
Cartwright.  The  church  was 
designated  a  shrine  by  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

According  to  historic  records  and 
Cartwright’s  biography,  the  circuit- 
rider  contributed  $300  to  construction 
of  the  church  in  1857  and  personally 
helped  in  the  building.  When  he  was 
home  from  riding  the  prairies,  he 
attended  the  church  and  often 
preached  there. 

The  edifice  today  is  a  museum  of 
Cartwright  memorabilia,  including 
furniture,  wearing  apparel,  personal 


possessions  and  Bibles.  Other 
features  of  the  complex  include  the 
gravesites  of  the  preacher  and  his 
wife.  Frances,  who  died  in  1876,  the 
nearby  location  of  the  original 
Cartwright  home,  and  the  site  where 
the  Cartwrights’  eldest  daughter 
lived. 

In  the  dedicatory  address.  Dr. 
Theodore  L.  Agnew  of  Stillwater. 
Okla  .  said  that  Peter  Cartwright 
accepted  a  Methodism  that  allowed 
for  diversity,  and  he  believed  that 
"good  churchmanship  and  good 
citizenship  could  go  together.”  Dr. 
Agnew  is  vice-chairman  of  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History,  a  professor  of  history  at 
Oklahoma  State  University,  and  a 
native  of  Ogden,  Ill.,  who  is  a 
recognized  authority  on  Cartwright. 

The  historian  noted  that  the  circuit- 
rider  took  an  active  part  in  civil  and 
political  life,  running  for  public  office 
eight  or  ten  times  and  serving  two 
terms  in  the  Illinois  Legislature,  at 
the  same  time  fulfilling  his 
responsibilities  as  a  district 
superintendent  without  a  leave  of 
absence. 

It  was  in  1846  that  Cartwright  lost  to 
Lincoln  in  the  Congressional  race.  He 
received  4.827  votes  against  Lincoln’s 
6,340. 
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I’eter  ('arm  right  Memorial  ('.Imrch 

.  .  .  and  remembered 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 

Two-fisted  Peter  Cartwright  will 
never  swim  another  river,  organize  a 
new  Methodist  church,  baptize  an 
eager  convert,  nor  again  crack  the 
heads  of  a  pair  of  rowdies  together. 
Nevertheless,  memories  of  this  son  of 
the  soil  linger 

The  late  Adlai  Stevenson  was  an 
ardent  Cartwright  fan.  He  liked  to 
recall  the  time  Cartwright  attended 
the  Democratic  State  Convention  in 
Springfield,  Illinois  in  1860. 

The  moment  the  delegates  learned 
the  old  circuit  rider  was  present,  they 
began  to  chant:  "We  want  to  hear 
Cartwright!  We  want  to  hear 
Cartwright!  We  want  — " 

With  the  rhythm  of  the  request  in 
his  ears,  the  grizzled  veteran  of 
hundreds  of  camp  meetings  and  14,000 
sermons  shuffled  to  the  podium  and 
faced  the  legislators.  A  deep  stillness 
settled  over  the  house  as  the 
lawmakers  peered  at  Cartwright’s 
bent  shoulders,  straggly  hair,  fierce 
eyes,  rugged  cheeks.  Then  with  a 
quivering  but  distinct  voice 
backgrounded  by  the  ticking  of  the 
wall-clock,  the  aged  man  began: 

"My  sun  is  low  down  on  the  horizon, 
and  the  days  of  my  pilgrimage  are 
nearly  numbered.  I  have  lived  in 
Illinois  during  the  entire  period  of  its 
history  as  a  state  ...  I  have  traveled 
over  its  prairies,  slept  with  only  the 
canopy  of  heaven  for  a  covering;  I 
have  followed  the  trails  of  the  Indians, 
fought  the  desperadoes,  swam  the 
rivers,  threaded  the  almost  pathless 
forests,  in  order  that  I  might  carry  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  blessed  Gospel  to 
the  loneliest  cabin  on  the  border. 

“Yes.  my  friends,  for  60  long  years, 
amidst  appalling  difficulties  and 
dangers.  I  have  waged  an  incessant 
warfare  against  the  world,  the  flesh, 
the  devil  and  all  the  other  enemies  of 
the  Democratic  party.” 


Peter  Cartwright 

When  he  returned  to  his  seat,  the 
packed  building  seemed  to  explode 
with  applause. 

This  man  who  was  not  afraid  of 
bishops,  outlaws,  demons,  nor 
wildcats,  was  born  on  September  1. 
1785  near  the  James  River  in  Virginia. 
His  father  had  fought  in  the 
Revolution.  Seeking  a  way  out  of 
poverty,  the  Cartwrights  headed  for 
Kentucky  —  the  wild  land  of  promise. 
Here,  they  settled  in  Logan  County. 

It  was  at  the  famous  Cane  Ridge 
camp  meeting  that  teen-age  Peter 
was  converted.  Rising  from  the  altar 
with  heaven  in  his  heart,  he  was 
convinced  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
preach,  and  within  a  year  he  was 
doing  that.  He  had  no  education,  but 
he  was  endowed  with  common  sense. 
And  soon  he  was  in  demand  as  a 
special  speaker.  He  was  as  rough  as  a 
-un-dried  cob:  as  tender  as  a  woman; 
and  as  sacrificial  as  an  apostle. 

Mr.  Ludwig  is  a  free-lance  author 
living  in  Tucson.  Ariz. 


UMC’s  racial  pluralism  accented 
at  installation  of  two  bishops 


From  News  Services 
Two  new  United  Methodist  bishops 
were  recently  installed  in  ceremonies 
accenting  the  church's  racial  pluralism. 
In  San  Antonio.  Tex..  Spanish  speaking 
and  English  speaking  members  joined 
together  in  bilingual  and  tri-ethnic 
services  to  install  Bishop  J  Chess 
Lovern.  The  San  Antonio  Area  includes 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Southwest  Texas 
Conferences. 

Clergy  and  laity.  Anglos,  blacks  and 
Hispanics.  youth  and  adults  shared  in  a 
service  that  called  in  part  for  the  bishop 
to  “inspire  and  guide  the  leaders  of  the 
world  and  leaders  of  the  nation  that  the1 


people  may  be  governed  fairly  and 
justly." 

In  Charlotte.  N.C..  some  700  United 
Methodists  from  western  North  Carolina 
areas  attended  services  which  installed 
the  first  black  bishop  of  the  church's 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference 

As  resident  bishop  for  the  Charlotte 
Area.  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  will  preside 
over  278.000  United  Methodists  in  1.200 
local  congregations  covering  44  counties 

He  asked  those  attending  the 
installation  service  to  "pray  for  me  and 
I’ll  pray  for  you  -  that’s  the  way 
Christians  ought  to  do. " 


End  to  membership  loss  predicted 

New  evangelism  exec  claims  hope ,  strategy  will  reverse  trend 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

"United  Methodism  is  like  a  large 
lumbering  elephant  which  has  lost  its 
wav  To  do  anything  with  it.  you  have  to 
first  slow  ifdown.  then  get  it  stopped  then 
turn  it  around  and 
other  way." 

That's  the 
assessment  of  Dr. 

George  G.  Hunter 
III.  a  seminary 
professor  from 
Dallas  who  has 
been  hired  to  help 
get  the  "elephant" 
back  on  the  track. 

A  level-headed 
combination  of 
hope  and  strategy 
will  be  needed  to  do  the  job  but  it  will  be 
done  in  the  foreseeable  future.  Dr. 
Hunter  predicts.  He  will  head  an 
evangelism  thrust  aimed  at  recouping  a 
denominational  loss  of  nearly  one  million 
members  in  the  past  decade. 

Hope  and  prayers  alone  won’t  reverse 
the  trend.  Dr.  Hunter  told  TM/UMR  last 
week.  Nothing  short  of  a  major  ongoing 
strategy  for  reaching  target  populations 
with  both  care  and  skill  will  bring 
persons  into  the  Christian  community. 
And  that  means  recruiting  “the  most 
gifted  ministers  of  outreach  (both  lay 
and  clergy)  that  each  population  has  to 
offer." 

No  longer  can  the  church  practice 
"special  event"  evangelism,  he 
declared.  “Virtually  no  one  becomes 
Christian  overnight  A  church  which 
decides  to  ‘have  something’  to  bring 
people  in  out  of  spiritual  curiosity  and 
then  convert  them  simply  doesn’t 
accomplish  much.” 

Only  on-going  outreach  really  works  — 
“months,  perhaps,  of  loving  engage¬ 
ments  in  communication  with  persons. 
And  that  means  being  honest,  open,  not 
manipulative." 

The  church  lost  its  way  in  recent 
decades.  Dr.  Hunter  says,  at  three 
points: 

(1)  It  became  an  introverted  denom¬ 
ination,  more  concerned  about  its 
own  aches  and  pains  and  general  causes 


"The  Art  of  Fund  Raising"  by  Irving 
R.  Warner.  Harper  and  Row.  1975,  176 
pp.,  $7.95 

By  ROBERT  C.  GENTRY 

In  a  nutshell,  the  author  defines  the  art 
of  fund  raising  as  raising  money  ‘by 
asking  for  it,  preferably  face  to  face, 
from  the  smallest  number  of  people,  in 
the  shortest  period  of  time,  at  the  least 
expense." 

The  book  is  written  by  a  real  "pro" 
with  26  years  of  experience  in  campaigns 
in  72  cities  with  a  remarkable  variety  of 
clients.  In  a  simple  direct  style,  he  leads 
the  reader  through  a  fund-raising  effort 
from  the  initial  choice  of  a  campaign 
chairperson  right  up  to  the  victory  party. 
He  has  learned  his  lessons  well,  through 
failures  as  well  as  successes,  and  he 
shares  them  all. 

The  book  includes  an  analysis  of  49 
different  methods  of  fund  raising,  many 
of  which  church  leaders  may  be  tempted 
to  try  instead  of  the  method  which  works, 
namely,  the  direct  face-to-face  contact. 
It  is  important  in  using  this  approach, 
however,  to  be  aware  of  all  the  careful 
preparation  that  takes  place  before  this 
particular  volunteer  rings  the  doorbell  at 
the  home  of  that  particular  prospective 
giver. 

What  that  person  gives,  the  author 
observes  in  the  initial  chapter,  depends 
on  what  the  volunteer  and  his  colleagues 
have  already  given.  Those  who  take  the 
lead  in  a  campaign  will  have  to  make 
sacrificial  gifts  before  ever  approaching 
anyone  else.  It  is  not  enough  to  devote 
time  and  energy  to  the  effort.  Dollars  are 
what  count. 

Mr.  Warner’s  understanding  of  a 
sacrificial  gift  is:  think  of  the  largest  gift 
you  can  possibly  make,  then  if  it  won’t 
force  you  to  make  any  changes  in  your 
budget,  it  isn’t  enough. 

The  inner  circle  in  any  campaign 
invariably  sets  the  pace  for  everyone 
else  Their  expectation  of  a  response 
from  a  potential  giver,  communicated 
perhaps  quite  unconsciously,  is 
determined  by  the  extent  of  their  own 
commitment. 

The  author  deals  only  briefly  with  the 
one  issue  which  has  doomed  more 
campaigns  than  any  economic  recession. 
That  is  the  general  reluctance  of  people 
to  ask  others  to  give.  The  emotional 
impact  of  money  is  powerful,  but 
psychoanalyzing  the  campaign 
committee  is  certainly  not  the  way  to 
deal  with  their  ambivalence  about  cash. 
Perhaps  it  is  enough  to  generate  a 
profound  conviction  that  the  cause  is 
worth  support  because  it  will  help  people 
and  then  match  that  conviction  with 
sacrificial  gifts  from  all  who  carry  out 
the  campaign. 

I  read  the  book  suspiciously  looking  for 
suggestions  of  ways  to  manipulate  people 
in  order  to  separate  them  from  their 
money.  Instead  I  found  Mr.  Warner 
counseling  direct,  above-the-board 
approaches.  Those  who  engage  in  a  fund¬ 
raising  enterprise,  particularly  one  in 
the  church,  need  to  realize  that  they  are 
doing  people  a  favor  by  asking  them  to 
give 

I  found  the  book  to  be  filled  with 
practical  advice  on  all  sorts  of  detailed 
matters  involved  in  any  drive 

This  book  is  written  primarily  for  the 
volunteer  worker  in  a  campaign.  I 
recommend  it  to  pastors  and  lay  people 


than  about  the  countless  numbers  who 
are  not  followers  of  Christ. 

(2)  It  became  culturally  popular 
during  a  period  of  time  and  did  not  feel  a 
need  to  work  at  outreach. 

(3)  It  turned  over  the  job  of  evangelism 
to  certain  kinds  of  churches  where 
persons  spoke  a  certain  kind  of  language 
called  “evangelistic"  —  failing  to  see 
that  evangelism  must  be  "the 
handmaiden  of  mission  and  all  the  other 
causes  of  Christ." 

Helping  39,000  congregations 
understand  that  will  be  the  chief  aim  of 
United  Methodism’s  new  comprehensive 
evangelism  plan,  he  said.  The  plan  was 
mandated  by  the  1976  General 
Conference  as  one  of  three  missional 
priorities,  (along  with  alleviation  of 
world  hunger  and  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  local  churches).  It  was  lodged 
with  the  denomination's  Board  of 
Discipleship.  where  Dr.  Hunter  will 
become  an  assistant  general  secretary 
Jan.  l. 

Some  drastic  changes 

Some  drastic  changes  in  thinking  will 
be  necessary  to  undo  the  damage,  he 
maintains: 

First,  comprehensive  evangelism 
must  be  primarily  a  lay  effort,  but  that 
doesn’t  mean  the  church  can  expect  total 
mobilization  of  all  churchpersons 
Rather  it  must  find  a  way  to  discover 
those  in  every  congregation  who  have 
special  gifts  for  outreach.  If  only  five 
percent  of  each  congregation  were 
mobilized,  and  each  person  only  reached 
two  persons  a  year,  the  church  would  see 
a  net  growth  of  ten  percent  per  year,  he 
noted. 

Second,  persons  in  outreach  must 
possess  (1)  the  gift  of  listening;  (2)  real 
concern  that  others  know  Christ;  and  (3) 
the  ability  to  use  appropriate  language, 
not  "ecclesiastical  jargon  which  is  really 
a  foreign  language  to  most  people  We 
must  remember  our  hope  is  that  persons 
will  attain  real  humanity,  not  be 
incorporated  into  some  kind  of  messianic 
community.” 

Third,  strategy  is  not  a  bad  word.  "The 
days  of  most  rapid  growth  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  did  not  come  about  by 


as  an  introduction  to  a  stewardship 
campaign.  It  also  provides  criteria  for 
evaluating  professional  fund-raisers  for 
special  campaigns,  such  as  building 
funds. 

Mr.  Gentry,  assistant  to  the  president. 
Scarritt  College.  Nashville,  is  engaged  in 
a  six-year  $17  million  development 
campaign  for  the  United  Methodist 
college.  He  is  a  ministerial  member  of 
the  Texas  Conference  and  resides  in 
Arlington.  Tex. 


happy  accident.  The  church  planned,  and 
executed  those  plans,  and  looked  for 
ways  to  discover  new  frontiers.  That’s 
what  it  means  to  love  God  with  your 
mind.” 

Despite  the  hard  job  ahead.  Dr.  Hunter 
is  optimistic  about  the  UMC’s  chances  to 
regain  its  strength 

There  are  many  reasons  to  believe,  he 
says,  that  if  outreach  becomes  a  priority 
for  the  church,  there  are  many,  many 
persons  "waiting  and  receptive.  The 
hardest  door  to  go  through,  many  of  us 
are  convinced,  is  the  door  out  of  the 
church." 

Pluralism  a  ‘plus’ 

The  pluralism  of  United  Methodism  is 
actually  a  plus,  he  maintains,  in  reaching 
a  diversity  of  persons.  With  its  racial  and 
theological  mix.  it  has  a  potential  entree, 
he  says,  into  more  U.S.  populations  than 
any  other  denomination  except  Roman 
Catholicism.  The  “target  populations" 
he  envisions  reaching  include  apartment 
dwellers,  the  ethnic  communities  and 
others. 

With  such  potential,  he  says,  the 
church  must  not  apologize  or  be 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Hispanic 
United  Methodist  churches  should  no 
longer  be  treated  as  a  mission  by  the 
general  church  but  as  an  integral  part  of 
a  vibrant  community,  said  the  outgoing 
president  of  MARCHA  (Methodists 
Associated  Representing  the  Cause  of 
Hispanic  Americans). 

Hispanic  congregations  are  the 
products  of  missionary  efforts,  said  the 
Rev.  Hector  Navas,  superintendent  of 
the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School  at 
Farmington,  N.M.  But  MARCHA 
believes  strongly  that  the  future 
evangelization  of  Hispanics  is  no  longer 
an  anglo  missionary  effort  ;  it  must  be  the 
task  of  dedicated  Hispanic  pastors,  he 
said. 

Thirty-five  persons  representing  all 
major  Hispanic  communities  in  the  U.S. 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of 
MARCHA  here  Oct.  10-11.  Mr.  Navas 
said  MARCHA  is  undergoing  a 
reorganization  to  broaden  the 
representation  of  Hispanics  across  the 
church.  He  estimates  there  are  about  500 
Hispanic  UM  congregations  with  40.000 
members  in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

The  Rev  Manuel  Viera.  Sulphur 
Springs.  Fla.,  was  elected  chairperson  of 
MARCHA  to  succeed  Mr.  Navas.  Others 
elected  were  Clifford  Aguilar,  Long 
Beach,  Calif.,  vice-chairperson;  Mrs. 
Esther  Gonzales,  Chicago,  secretary; 


embarrassed  about  its  task  He  quoted 
Anglican  historian  Stephen  Neill  who 
claims  that  "whenever  the  church  has 
emphasized  winning  converts,  it  has  not 
only  won  converts,  but  it  has  also  had  a 
disproportionate  influence  on  society." 
When  it  has  not  had  such  an  emphasis,  it 
has  done  neither." 

Articulating  to  United  Methodists  that 
“hope  is  recoverable  because  God  is 
present  with  them  and  in  their 
communities,  and  is  trying  to  arrange  a 
meeting"  will  be  top  priority  in  any 
evangelism  plan.  Dr.  Hunter  believes. 

A  three-pronged  comprehensive 
evangelism  program  will  be  available  by 
early  spring  to  help  local  churches  to  get 
a  handle  on  the  priority.  The  plan  in¬ 
cludes  plans  for  outreach  ministries, 
growth  in  discipleship  and  supportive 
community. 

Dr.  Hunter,  who  also  previously  served 
with  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  its 
predecessor  agency,  comes  to  his  new 
post  after  serving  for  four  years  as 
McCreless  Professor  of  Evangelism  and 
Communication  at  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 


and  Dr.  Roberto  Escamilla.  Nashville, 
treasurer. 

Among  other  concerns  being 
addressed  by  MARCHA.  Mr.  Navas  said, 
are  the  shortage  of  qualified  pastors, 
lack  of  representation  among  the 
episcopacy  and  on  the  executive  staff 
levels  of  general  boards  of  the  church.  He 
also  expressed  disappointment  that  there 
are  fewer  Hispanics  among  general 
board  memberships  than  last 
quadrennium. 

The  Rev.  Josafat  Curti,  Denver,  Colo., 
executive  director  and  first  chairman  of 
MARCHA,  said  many  authorities  are 
predicting  that  by  the  close  of  this 
century  Hispanics  will  comprise  the 
largest  ethnic  minority  group  in  the  U.S. 

What  attraction  does  the  United 
Methodist  Church  have  for  Hispanic 
immigrants?  While  recognizing  its 
shortcomings,  Mr.  Navas  said  the  UMC 
has  taken  an  intentional  stand  against 
racism  and  has  voiced  concern  for 
inclusiveness  and  plurality.  "The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  place  where 
culture  is  respected.  When  persons  are 
converted  as  whole  persons,  their 
cultural  heritage  is  recognized  as 
something  positive.” 

While  it  has  not  always  measured  up  to 
expectations,  Mr.  Navas  said  the  UMC 
has  responded  to  many  needs  of  the 
Hispanic  community  in  terms  of 
programs  which  are  indigenous  and 
helpful. 


If  you  can  tie  a  knot . . . 
you  can  create 

REISGkiUS 


Any  one  of  these  five  attractive, 
easy-to-assemble  RELIGIOUS 
STRING  ART  kits  will  delight  the 
one  who  makes  it  or  the  one  who  receives  it. 
Each  kit  is  complete  with  all 
parts  and  materials,  patterns,  and 
easy-to-follow  diagrammed  instruc¬ 
tions.  All  you  need  is  a  hammer, 
scissors,  tape,  and  white  glue. 

RELIGIOUS  STRING  ART 
is  a  delightful  project  for  Sunday 
school,  Vacation  Church  school, 
weekday  school,  or  for  personal 
creative  enjoyment.  Any  one  of  these 
handsome  works  of  art  will  enhance 
your  home,  office,  or  classroom. 


(Recommended  for  ages  12-up) 

Each  plaque,  8"  x  10  Each  kit,  $8.95 
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rement  Home  dedicated 


ay  afternoon.  Sept.  26,  1976, 
U.O..OV  u.  Kenneth  Shamblin  led  the 
dedication  service  of  the  Ralph  Cain 
Memorial  Retirement  Home  in  Ruston. 

The  late  Rev.  Ralph  Cain  was  the  first 
Area  Provost  of  the  Louisiana  Area. 
Prior  to  that  he  served  as  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District. 
Mrs.  Adona  Cain,  his  widow,  and  Mrs. 
Lucy  Pfost,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Cain,  now 
reside  in  the  new  home. 

When  Mrs.  Cain  was  visited  by  a  friend 
just  after  the  dedication,  as  many  as  70 
living  plants  were  counted  in  and  about 
the  residence.  Adona  has  made  this  home 
one  of  great  charm.  She  welcomes 
friends  to  come  by  and  see  her.  She  now 
serves  as  a  social  worker  in  the  city  of 
Ruston. 


From  left  to  right  during  the  dedication 
ceremony:  Rev.  Ed  Thomas,  Ruston 
District  Superintendent;  Dr.  Merlin 
Merrill,  pastor  of  Trinity  UMC:  Bishop 
Shamblin  and  the  Rev.  James  L.  Adams, 
chairman.  Retired  Ministers'  Home 
Board.  Inc 


From  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Shamblin,  Bishop  Shamblin  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Cain  shown 
during  the  Open  House  following  the  dedication  ceremony. 

Here  and  There 


Walter  Harris,  longtime  United 
Methodist  Men  and  Lay  Activity  leader 
of  the  N.  O.  District,  reports  the 
development  of  an  interesting  cluster 
group.  The  Uptown  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Club  celebrated  their  first 
anniversary  on\  September  23  at 
Carrollton  Church.  Mr.  Tom  Matheny, 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  made  the  main 
address  on  the  occasion.  The  Club  con¬ 
sists  of  men  from  Carrollton,  Parker  and 
Napoleon  Ave.  Churches.  The  president 
of  the  group  is  Bob  Knight  of  Parker. 


The  Rev.  Louis  Coppage,  District 
Missionary  Secretary  of  the  Shreveport 
District,  has  reported  the  Fall  Mission 
Study  Conference  held  on  Tuesday.  Oct 
19.  at  First  Church.  Shreveport.  The 


Gospel  of  Mark  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Mark 
Foster:  the  Nations  of  Southern  Africa 
by  Dr.  Virginia  Carlton,  while  People 
and  Systems  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery. 

From  the  bulletin  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Shreveport,  we  have  discovered 
a  “Ministers  of  Other  Denominations" 
series,  led  by  the  Work  Area  Chairman  in 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Affairs. 
Joyce  Cooper.  On  Sunday  evening.  Sept. 
30,  a  Catholic  priest  shared  his  Church's 
l&liefs,  followed  on  the  next  Sunday 
evening  by  a  Jewish  Rabbi.  Three  more 
interesting  evenings  have  been  planned 
in  this  series.  Why  not  get  to  know  more 
about  the  personalities  who  maintain  the 
religious  community  where  you  live  and 
worship  and  work9 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies 

District  Superintendent,  led  the 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held 
August  29,  at  Christ  Church  in 
Shreveport.  The  2:00  P.M.  service 
marked  the  beginning  of  construction  of 
a  new  $425,000  sanctuary.  The  new 
building  is  scheduled  for  completion 
within  nine  months  to  a  year. 

The  groundbreaking  service  began 
with  the  pastor,  Rev.  Fred  O.  Shirley, 
giving  the  invocation.  Dr.  Carl  Lueg, 


attendance  in  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  The 
congregation  then  read  the  Litany  of 
Dedication  as  the  dignitaries  broke 
ground. 

Former  minister,  Rev.  Hugh  Baker, 
contributed  much  to  the  initiation  and 
planning  of  the  proposed  sanctuary. 
Christ  Church  had  its  original 
groundbreaking  16  years  ago. 


On  Tuesday,  October  12,  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  was  the  guest  of  honor 
at  a  luncheon  on  the  campus  of  Dillard 
University  with  President  Samuel 
DuBois  Cook  as  host.  Methodist 
ministers  who  were  Dillard  graduates 
were  also  present.  Bishop  Shamblin  said, 
concerning  the  occasion.  “I  am 
tremendously  interested  in  what  is 
happening  at  Dillard.  The  foundation  of 
all  true  reform  is  the  better  education  of 
the  young.  Our  hope  for  the  future  is 
bound  up  in  this  institution  and  others 
like  it.” 

Bishop  Shamblin  was  guest  lecturer 
for  the  llth  series  of  the  J.  Elmo  and 
Edna  Murray  Young  lectures  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Malvern. 
Arkansas.  October  17  -  19.  “A  New’ 
Humanity”  was  the  theme  for  the  six 
messages  in  the  series. 

The  Young  Lectures  were  established 
by  members  of  the  Young  family  in 
Memory  of  J.  Elmo  and  Edna  Murray 
Young,  faithful  members  of  Malvern’s 
First  Church  for  over  50  years.  The  Rev 
Charles  G.  Ashcraft  is  the  pastor. 


District  receptions  continue 

Ihtmnioml  rolls  oul  rvd  car/tPl 


^icture^r^isho^n^MrTTKenneth  Shamblin:  Mrs.  Mary  Muller 

William  Fraser:  Rev.  William  Fraser. 


Hammond  Dist.  UMW  President;  Mrs. 

Hammond  District  Superintendent. 

The  Reverend  William  P  Fraser, 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Hammond 
District,  reports  the  wonderful  time  the 
District  had  entertaining  their  guests  on 
the  Sunday  afternoon  of  October  3. 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin. 

Introduced  by  Thomas  Matheny.  head 
of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  backed  by  the 
combined  choirs  of  the  Amite,  Bogalusa, 
Covington,  Hammond  and  Hartzell-Mt. 
Zion  Churches,  under  the  direction  of 
Tom  Hode,  with  Mrs.  Landon  Greaves  at 
the  piano,  the  estimated  five  hundred  in 
attendance  spent  an  inspiring  hour'. 


Bishop  Shamblin  is  emphasizing  “the 
importance  of  each  individual  person, 
the  redeeming  power  of  love,  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  responsibility  and  total” 
obedience  to  Jesus  Christ  as  his  beliefs 
while  traveling  through  the  Conference. 
At  the  Bishop's  Rally  and  Celebration  he 
said,  “It  is  important  that  you  know 
where  I  stand  and  what  I  believe." 

“The  Church  is  Marching  On,”  the 
theme  of  the  afternoon,  was  well 
substantiated  with  the  enthusiasm  and 
spiritual  uplift  experienced  by  those  who 
were  in  attendance. 


Bishop's  Message 

I  have  attended  the  organizational  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Discipieship  in 
Nashville  Tennessee.  I  was  pleased  to  see  the  Louisiana  Area  well  represented 
on  this  great  board  of  our  church.  Miss  Vemita  Booker  is  on  the  board  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work  The  Reverend  Lea  Joyner  is  on 
the  board  and  was  assigned  to  the  Division  of  Evangelism  Then  I  am  on  the 

Board  and  was  assigned  to  the  Division  of  Education 

There  was  a  great  spirit  of  enthusiasm  among  the  members  of  the  board,  and 
great  dreams  and  expectations  as  plans  were  made  for  the  next  four  years_It 
was  evident  that  our  church  is  responding  to  the  Comprehensive  Plan  for 
Evangelism  The  church  at  large  is  also  making  a  great  response  to  Decision 
Point:  Church  School.  Out  of  approximately  seventy-five  Annual  Conferences, 
fifty-three  Annual  Conferences  have  already  entered  into  the  program  and  have 

requested  of  the  board  some  kind  of  special  help  in  this  area 

I  also  am  serving  on  a  special  committee  within  the  educational  division  on 
the  Quadrennial  Emphasis.  Missional  Priority  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Thrilling  and  important  plans  are  being  made  in  this  vital  area 

I  left  this  meeting  grateful  for  this  great  board  of  our  church,  thankful  to  God 
for  the  great  spirit  of  evangelism  and  concern  for  the  church  school  that  is  being 
expressed  bv  our  people,  and  with  a  special  prayer  in  my  heart  that  we.  the 
Methodists  of  Louisiana,  will  take  a  significant  part  in  these  vital  areas  of 
ministry. 

Sincerely, 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


New  Louisiana  students  at  Perkins 


Welcome  extended  parsonage  family 


A  warm  welcome  is  being  extended  the 
Parsonage  Family  at  Louisiana 
Memorial  Church  in  Opelousas  the 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  Alan  D.  Einsel  —  who 
transferred  from  the  Kansas  West 
Conference  on  September  1st. 

According  to  a  news  release  from 
Louisiana  Memorial  everything  is 
looking  up.  The  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  anticipates  a  retreat  in 
November  and  is  presently  selling 
calendars  for  a  summer  trip  C  A  P 
(Children’s  Activities  Program)  is  a  new 
activity  which  is  designed  for  children 
from  age  2  through  sixth  grade.  The 
monthly  experience  will  involve  crafts, 
worship,  games,  films  and  refreshments 
The  Council  on  Ministries  is  hard  at  work 
and  is  projecting  a  number  of  exciting 
ventures.  The  Administrative  Board  has 
authorized  considerable  redecorating  of 
the  parsonage. 


The  Einsels  come  to  a  church  that  is 
rich  in  Methodist  tradition  in  Louisiana 
It  was  in  1805  that  Elisha  Bowman  was 
appointed  “missionary  to  Louisiana" 
with  instructions  to  begin  at  New 
Orleans.  He  was  unsuccessful  in  New 
Orleans,  so  he  pushed  on  to  other 
communities  In  1806  Rev  Bowman 
established  the  first  Methodist  circuit  in 
Louisiana  and  organized  a  congregation 
at  Opelousas. 

The  Einsels  are  eagerly  responding  to 
the  challenge  of  this  long  tradition  of 
service  in  Opelousas.  It  is  of  special 
interest  that  Mrs.  Einsel  ( Barbara)  is  the 
daughter  of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  A. 
Jerome  Cain  of  Alexandria,  where  Mr. 
Cain  is  District  Superintendent. 

The  Einsels  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  David  Alan,  4  years;  Sandy 

Marie,  2  years. 


New  Louisiana  students  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology:  Ester  Hammond. 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  at  Bogalusa;  Larry  G  Miller,  UMC  at  Springhill. 
Janell  Pease,  First  Church.  Lafayette;  Ed  Miller,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Baker;  and  Ed 
Boyd,  Oak  Grove-Campti  Charge,  Natchitoches. 


(  hristian 
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Research  and  Planning  meets 

Mi! 


V 


Members  of  the  committee  reviewing  church  school  suggestions  and 
programming  from  the  General  Board  of  Discipieship  (l-r)  Dr.  J  Woodrow  Hearn. 
Pastor  First  UMC.  Baton  Rouge.  Chairman :  Rev.  L  Ray  Branton.  CCOM  Director. 
Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  past  Conference  President  of  UMW:  Rev  Bvrl  J.  Moreland. 
D  S.  Lake  Charles  Dist.;  Rev  Edward  R.  Thomas.  D  S  Ruston  Dist  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery,  Associate  Director  CCOM  Mrs.  Shirley  J.  Kalling.  secretary.  Present 
but  not  in  picture  was  Dr.  Robert ,  F.  Harrington.  Area  Provost. 


at  Memorial.  Monroe 

Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Monroe  is  currently  into  the  first  phase  of 
an  in-depth  study  course  of  the  Old 
Testament  being  taught  by  the  Rev  John 
Winn,  pastor.  The  courses  will  be  offered 
over  a  two-year  period,  divided  into  four 
ten-week  sessions  in  the  spring  and  fall, 
making  it  possible  to  obtain  a  certificate 
in  Christian  Studies.  “Understanding  the 
Old  Testament"  is  the  text  for  the  initial 
course.  Each  person  registering  for  the 
course  will  be  asked  to  enter  into  a 
Learning  Covenant  which  includes 
attendance  at  a  minimum  of  seven  of  the 
ten  sessions,  familiarity  with  the  text  and 
Biblical  readings,  and  completion  of 
class  worksheets.  The  entire  series  will 
include  Christian  Studies  II.  “New 
Testament.”  CS-III.  “Christian 
Tradition."  and  CS-IV.  “Theology  and 
Ethics." 

The  Reverend  John  Winn  has  taught 
courses  of  this  type  for  over  twenty 
years,  including  five  years  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport,  and  in  addition, 
has  written  over  ten  Biblical  and 
theological  studies,  tapes,  and  articles 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church 


Rev  Fred  Shirley.  Pastor;  Will  McNutt,  Member  Bldg.  Comm..  Dr.  Carl  Lueg. 
Shreveport  D.S..  Arvol  W.  Bridges,  Chairman  Bldg.  Comm.:  Kathy  Conley. 
Member  Bldg.  Comm.:  Todd  Hester.  Newest  Church  Member. 

Bishop  Shamblin  State  legislator 

participates  in  events  stands  for  prayer 


The  Committee  on  Research  and 
Planning,  working  under  the  umbrella  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
has  been  attempting  to  fulfil  its 
obligations  to  the  Conference  by  looking 
ahead  and  requesting  input  from 

Frost  Foundation 
remembers  Centenary 


State  Senator  Joe  Sevario  of  District 
18,  Ascension,  Livingston,  and  St  James 
Parishes,  is  the  author  of  Senate  Bill  150 
which  has  been  signed  into  law  by  Gov. 
Edwin  Edwards.  This  act  authorizes 
each  parish  and  city  school  board  to 
permit  teachers,  students,  and  school 
employees  who  desire,  to  observe  a 
moment  of  silent  meditation  at  the 
beginning  of  each  day. 

Senator  Sevario  said,  “that  in  the  past 
few’  years  it  seems  as  though  we  have  let 
the  ‘unbelievers’  have  their  way  in  our 
society.  They  have  worked  hard  to 
demoralize  our  way  of  life  and  to  tear 
apart  principles  which  wfe  so  strongly 
believe  in  ...  The  motion  picture 
industry  is  a  good  example  of  this,  and 
television  is  quickly  emerging  as 
another.” 

Senator  Sevario  is  a  member  of 
Carpenter’s  Chapel  UMC  in  Ascension 
Parish,  Rev.  Boyd  Hood,  pastor.  Sen 
Sevario  had  previously  served  two  years 
on  the  school  board  of  Ascension  Parish 
He  can  be  reached  at  Route  1,  Box 
481  C  Prairieville,  La.  70769. 


Edwin  F  Whited 
President.  Frost  Foundation 
The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Frost 
Foundation  of  Shreveport  has  approved  a 
grant  in  excess  of  $1  million  for  the 
establishment  of  a  superior  professional 
School  of  Business  at  Centenary  College. 
The  announcement  of  the  grant  was 
made  simultaneously  by  Edwin  F. 
Whited.  President  of  the  Foundation,  and 
George  D.  Nelson,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary  College 
Mr  Whited  is  a  Centenary  alumnus 
and  a  leading  businessman  in  the 
Shreveport  community.  Not  only  will  the 
business  interests  of  Shreveport  be 
greatly  enriched  through  this  joint 
undertaking  by  Centenary  and  the  Frost 
Foundation,  but  the  State  of  Louisiana 
should  profit  by  this  generosity 


members  of  the  Conference  by 
completion  of  questionnaires  and 
otherwise. 

What  the  Committee  on  Research  and 
Planning  recommends  to  the  Conference 
COM  is,  therefore,  a  result  of  the 
corporate  thinking  of  the  Conference  on 
what  it  wants  done  in  the  order  of  its  own 
priorities. 

Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation 

The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  with  headquarters  in  Baton 
Rouge,  is  the  pioneer  organization  to 
carry  the  formal  banner  for  several 
denominations  in  their  fight  to  make  for 
a  better  Louisiana  in  the  moral  and  civic 
field.  Included  among  the  denominations 
which  have  allied  themselves  together 
for  this  purpose  is  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  LMCF  is  carried  in  the 
Conference  Budget,  which  shows  the 
concern  of  Methodists  for  this  function  in 
the  State.  The  latest  letterhead  shows 
that  the  leadership  for  LMCF  is  being 
given  by  one  of  the  very  honored 
and  distinguished  ministers  of  the 
Conference.  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bow-don.  Some 
others  who  have  served  in  the  capacity  of 
president  have  been  the  Reverends 
William  P.  Fraser  and  Byrl  J.  Moreland. 

After  25  years  as  executive  director. 
Dr.  Mark  A.  Low’er  has  retired  from 
active  executive  leadership  of  LMCF.  He 
is  succeeded  by  Mark  A  Tullos  who 
gained  some  distinction  with  the 
educational  work  of  the  Foundation  Dr 
Bowdon  announces  the  date  of  November 
9th.  at  Baptist  Headquarters  Building. 
Alexandria,  when  the  Foundation  will 
honor  Mark  Lower  The  cost  is  $4 .00.  and 
all  are  invited  to  attend. 


Five  new  Louisiana  students  are 
registered,  at  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  according  to  a  news  release 
from  the  office  of  the  Director  of  Perkins 
Relations.  Mr  Robert  E  Bell 

The  practice  of  having  the  Area 
Provost  visit  the  seminaries  where  the 
majority  of  Louisiana  students  are 
studying  will  be  continued  so  that  the 
Bishop’s  Office  can  be  kept  close  to  the 
students  and  their  families. 

Home  churches  should  be  sure  that 
seminary  students  are  receiving  the 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  as  well  as 
other  students  and  persons  whose  work 
or  study  takes  them  away  from  home. 


Spanish-Ameriean 
ministries  stride 
forward 

The  Reverend  Lawson  Lee  of  the 
Felicity  Church.  New  Orleans,  where  the 
Spanish-Ameriean  Ministries  is  housed, 
has  announced  a  series  of  up-coming 
activities  which  will  give  a  new  thrust  to 
the  members  of  this  unusual 
congregation. 

The  first  one  that  Felicity  puts  forward 
is  by  one  of  the  Spanish  members  who  is 
a  lyric  spinto  tenor  soloist.  Mr  Esteban 
Fernandez  de  Castro.  Mr.  de  Castro  has 
an  album  of  familiar  numbers  including 
“How  Great  Thou  Art." 

The  proceeds  from  this  album  sale  will 
be  used  to  benefit  the  Felicity  Church. 


United  Methodist  Women  hold 
District  Annual  meetings 


Mrs.  George  W 
Carter 


Mrs.  Charles  B. 
McGowan 


New  Orleans 

A  large,  appreciative  group  of  women 
met  at  Ravne  Memorial  Church.  New 
Orleans,  on  the  afternoon  of  October  10, 
and  engaged  in  a  rich  and  rewarding 
Annual  Meeting  Presided  over  by  Mrs 
George  W.  Carter.  District  President,  the 
meeting  moved  smoothly  and  effectively 
Highlight  of  the  program  was  a  challeng¬ 
ing  address  by  Mrs.  Charles  B  Mc¬ 
Gowan.  former  Conference  President 
and  former  member  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  N.O. 
District  Superintendent,  and  Dr.  John 
Bavliss.  Host  Pastor,  led  the  group  in  an 
impressive  service  of  Holy  Communion 
before  closing 


L  i  », 

L-R.  Mrs  Hardy  Walker.  President  St. 
Paul’s  UMC:  Mrs  Truman  Ward. 
Louisiana  Conference  President;  Mrs. 
Harvey  Carter.  Shreveport  District 
President. 

Shreveport 

An  enthusiastic  group  gathered  at  St. 
Paul's  Church  on  Sunday.  October  10.  for 
the  Shreveport  District  Annual  Meeting 
The  meeting  was  convened  by  the 
District  President.  Mrs  Harvey  Carter 
The  theme  for  this  next  year  will  be  “The 
Challenge:  Commitment."  Following  the 
business  session  and  election  of  officers, 
a  stimulating  message  using  the  United 
Methodist  symbol  of  the  cross,  the  flame 
and  their  border  was  brought  to  the 
group  by  Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward  of  New 
Orleans.  Conference  President. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Christians  should  say  ‘no’  to  death  penalty 


A  recent  Supreme  Court  ruling  moved 
us  a  step  closer  to  the  first  executions  in 
the  United  States  since  1967. 

In  1972,  the  Supreme  Court  struck 
down  existing  laws  which  provided  for 
capital  punishment  in  the  United  States. 
Many  persons  hoped  this  ruling  would 
signal  an  end  to  the  death  penalty  forever 
in  our  society . 

Since  that  time,  however,  a  number  of 
states  have  passed  new  laws  which  allow 
the  death  penalty  for  certain  crimes,  and 
the  Supreme  Court  has  specifically  ruled 
a  number  of  these  new  laws 
constitutional.  In  its  most  recent  action, 
the  Court  refused  to  reverse  its  earlier 
ruling,  thus  giving  three  states  — 
Florida,  Georgia  and  Texas  —  the  green 
light  to  proceed  with  executions. 

Which  state  will  have  the  dubious 

Voting  is  important 
Christian  obligation 

This  coming  Tuesday,  November  2,  our 
nation’s  long  process  of  choosing  a 
President  for  the  next  four  years  will  end 
as  Americans  go  to  the  polls  and  cast 
their  ballots. 

If  the  pollsters  are  correct,  more  than 
half  of  the  nation’s  citizens  who  are  old 
enough  to  vote  will  choose  to  stay  home. 

We  believe  Christians  should  do  their 
part  to  prove  the  pollsters  wrong.  As  our 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles  state: 
“The  strength  of  a  political  system 
depends  upon  the  full  and  willing 
participation  of  its  citizens.” 

Many  citizens  explain  their  apathy  by 
saying  they  do  not  like  either  of  the 
candidates.  The  nature  of  our  political 
process  makes  such  feelings  inevitable. 
Over  the  long  course  of  a  campaign  it  is 
impossible  to  like  everything  we  come  to 
know  about  any  candidate.  Barraged  as 
we  are  by  millions  of  words  and  hundreds 
of  promises,  we  are  tempted  to  conclude 
that  “all  politicians  are  alike”  and  “my 
vote  won’t  make  any  difference.” 

When  Americans  go  to  the  polls, 
however,  we  are  voting  not  only  for  a 
man  but  also  for  a  party,  a  platform  and 
a  way  of  approaching  the  nation’s  needs. 

We  are  also  voting  for  freedom. 
Persons  who  refuse  to  make  a  choice 
between  the  candidates  and  cast  a  vote 
are  in  fact  choosing  to  give  unreasonable 
power  over  their  lives  to  those  who  do 
vote.  Failure  to  exercise  control  over 
one’s  destiny  at  the  ballot  box  is  a  first 
step  toward  encouraging  totalitarianism. 

In  most  of  the  nations  of  the  world, 
citizens  do  not  have  the  right  to  make  a 
choice  —  even  the  limited  choice  between 
two  major  candidates  and  a  handful  of 
minor  candidates.  If  we  fail  to  vote,  we 
fail  to  recognize  and  affirm  our  freedom. 

Christians  not  only  have  an  obligation 
to  make  their  choice  and  cast  their  vote, 
but  also  to  assist  others,  when  possible, 
in  getting  to  the  polls  to  exercise  their 
rights  of  citizenship. 

Welcome  new  local  edition 
at  St.  Luke’s,  Lubbock 

With  this  issue  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in 
Lubbock.  Texas  (Northwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference )  begins  a  weekly 
local  church  edition  of  TM/UMR, 
whereby  its  news  is  published  in 
combination  with  conference  and 
general  church  news  and  mailed  to  every 
member  family.  Approximately  900 
copies  of  the  St.  Luke’s  edition  will  be 
mailed  each  week. 

To  new  readers  in  Lubbock  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/UMR  edition  informative  and  that 
you  will  feel  free  to  join  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  and  other  reader  response 
columns  in  this  publication. 

To  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM/UMR.” 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Administrator;  Ken 
Thornton,  Comptroller;  Don  Arnold, 
Circulation  Mgr.;  Conference  Edi¬ 
tions:  Debbie  Christian,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  Clyde 
Chesnutt  and'Bud  Herron,  Associate 
Editors;  Sharon  Mielke,  Senior  Staff 
Writer;  T.  Otto  Nall,  Contributing 
Editor;  Production:  Bill  Sybert, 
General  Manager,  TM/UMR  Pro¬ 
ductions;  Nick  Madaloni,  Acting 
Composition  Manager. 

Th«  United  Methodist  Reporter  maintains  an 
Independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  prorldln! 
its  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  tnfarmatlan 
and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinlona  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  <4 
the  Publisher,  but  represent  the  opinlona  of  the 
Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

The  Reporter  is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Conferences  of  Texas  and  Is  published  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  as  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  The  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  maintain*  no  official  relationship 
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distinction  of  being  first?  And  where  are 
the  voices  of  Christians  in  these  and 
other  states? 

We  believe  capital  punishment  to  be  a 
barbaric,  counter-productive  practice 
that  is  out  of  place  in  any  society  where 
the  Christian  faith  is  a  significant 
influence. 

Two  reasons  are  often  cited  by  those 
who  favor  the  death  penalty:  social 
revenge  and  deterrence  of  similar 
crimes  In  the  future. 

It  is  popularly  believed  and  stated  that 
the  prospect  of  a  death  sentence  deters 
people  from  committing  murder.  This 
belief  is  not  confirmed  by  a  comparison 
of  murder  rates  in  states  and  nations 
which  impose  the  death  penalty  with 
those  which  do  not. 

If  we  do  accept  the  principle  of 
deterrence,  we  might  easily  improve  on 
private  executions  by  providing  either 
public  or  televised  executions.  If 
deterrence  alone  is  our  goal,  legalizing 
on-the-spot  execution  of  murderers  by 
police  officers  and/or  vigilante  groups 
would  undoubtedly  be  more  effective. 
While  such  practices  might  have  some 
deterrent  effect,  they  would  further 
undermine  the  rule  of  law  and  brutalize  a 
society  where  people  are  already  too 
willing  to  act  violently. 

“An  eye  for  an  eye”  and  “a  life  for  a 
life”  were  accepted  social  norms  during 
Old  Testament  times,  and  in  many  times 
since.  But  such  a  vengeful  approach  to 
crime  is  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord 
who  came  to  seek  and  redeem  the  lost, 
and  who  taught  that  no  life  is  worthless  in 
the  sight  of  God.  Our  Lord  was  himself 
the  innocent  recipient  of  capital 
punishment.  His  prayer  from  the  cross 
was  not  “Father,  revenge  my  death,” 
but  “Father  forgive  them.” 

Many  crimes  we  hear  about  seem  so 
senseless  and  revolting  that  our  natural 
instinct  is  to  dish  out  the  same 
punishment  for  the  offender.  But  no  act 
of  social  revenge  will  restore  a  life  which 
has  been  snuffed  out.  When  society  takes 
the  life  of  one  who  has  killed  another,  it 
sanctions  the  same  thing  it  condemns: 
killing.  A  civilized  society  should  seek  to 
preserve  and  enhance  life,  and  not  to 
place  itself  in  the  godlike  position  of 
deciding  who  should  be  allowed  to  live 
and  who  should  die. 

Crime  in  general,  and  murder  in 
particular,  poses  a  serious  problem  for 
our  society.  People  should  not  have  to 
fear  being  mugged,  raped  or  murdered 
while  innocently  walking  down  the 
street.  Simple  justice  dictates  that  the 
rights  of  criminals  should  not  take 
precedence  over  the  rights  of  those  who 
obey  the  law. 

Executing  selected  murderers  in  our 
electric  chairs  and  gas  chambers, 
however,  will  not  make  our  streets  safer 
nor  decrease  the  incidence  of  murder  in 
our  society.  Such  executions  will  only 
demonstrate  that  our  society  still 
regards  killing  as  an  acceptable  way  to 
solve  problems. 

We  believe  Christians  should  raise 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


their  voices  with  a  loud  and  emphatic 
“no”  to  capital  punishment.  We  should 
let  our  governors,  our  state  legislators, 
and  our  law  enforcement  officials  know 
that  we  regard  the  death  penalty  as  an 
immoral  and  ineffective  solution  to  the 
problem  of  crime  in  our  society. 

And  if  we  really  want  to  help  deter 
crime,  we  should  give  our  vocal  support 
to  those  public  officials  who  advocate  the 
swift  arrest,  trial  and  sentencing  upon 
conviction  —  to  appropriate  terms  of 
imprisonment  —  of  those  who  commit 
crimes. 

We  as  Christian  citizens  also  must 
support  legislation  to  enable  our  courts  to 
pass  down  swift  and  equitable  justice, 
unencumbered  by  impossible  case  loads 
which  turn  our  legal  system  into  “plea 
bargaining"  sessions  and  our  jails  into 
“holding  tanks.”  And  we  must  support 
the  goal  of  rehabilitation  where 
rehabilitation  is  a  possibility. 

When  such  reforms  become  reality,  the 
temptation  to  look  to  capital  punishment 
as  a  panacea  for  social  failure  will  be 
eliminated. 


Church  should  emphasize  the  [ first 
fruits’  concept  instead  of  tithing 


By  KENNETH  BEDELL 

With  tall  here,  churches  must  again 
think  about  raising  money  for  another 
year  and  the  topic  of  tithing  is  bound  to 
come  up.  I  think  it  is  time  for  us  to  stop 
talking  about  tithing  and  look  for  a  more 
reasonable  and  scriptural  guide  for 
giving. 

I  would  like  to  see  the  church  teach  the 
giving  of  “first  fruits”  rather  than 
tithing. 

Like  tithing,  the  giving  of  first  fruits  is 
a  teaching  of  the  Old  Testament.  To  give 
of  first  fruits,  one  simply  makes  a 
commitment  to  give  to  God  a  certain 
amount  of  the  material  blessings  one 
receives  before  any  other  bills  or 
expenses  are  paid.  For  example,  a 
laborer  might  take  12%  of  each  pay 
check  and  give  it  to  the  church  before 
any  other  bills  are  paid.  A  small 
businessman  might  give  1%  of  all 


I  found  the  church... 


...in  child’s  prayer 

By  WANELLA  HUDDLESTON 

As  Wordsworth  observed,  “The 
world  is  too  much  with  us  ;  ”  so  much 
so,  in  fact,  that  as  long  as  our  lives 
are  progressing  smoothly,  we  often 
tend  to  feel  so  confident  and  self- 
sufficient  that  we  turn  to  God  only  in 
sorrow  or  when  we  need  help. 

This  fact  was  brought  forcibly 
home  to  me  recently  when  I  was 
entertaining  a  five-year  old  who  had 
just  been  presented  with  a  new 
brother.  All  morning  he  had  been 
exuberant,  chatting  happily  and 
explaining  how  he  and  his  older 
brother  were  going  to  love  the  baby 
and  help  care  for  him. 

At  noon  we  were  just  sitting  down 
to  our  picnic-style  lunch  when  I 
realized  that  I  needed  something 
from  the  kitchen.  When  I  returned,  I 
paused  at  the  scene  confronting  me. 
My  little  guest  was  still  sitting  at  the 
table,  but  with  a  completely 
different  demeanor.  Now,  his  head 
was  bowed,  his  eyes  were  closed, 
and  his  lips  were  moving  in  a  prayer 
of  thanks.  Exhibiting  a  complete 
lack  of  self-consciousness,  and 
during  a  joyful  experience  in  his  life, 
he  was  taking  time  to  express 
gratitude  for  such  a  mundane  meal 
as  Kool-Aid,  Tater  Tots,  and 
hotdogs. 

Thus  a  small  child  reminded  me 
anew  that  the  church  and  its 
teachings  are  not  always  manifested 
in  the  midst  of  magnificance  and 
splendor;  instead,  they  can  be 


revealed  in  unexpected  ways,  in 
simple  and  quite  ordinary  places 
such  as  my  own  backyard. 

Wanella  Huddleston  is  a  member 
of  Kerr  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky. 

...in  helping  others 

By  BETTY  W.  BRUNSON 

I  have  experienced  “the  church” 
in  a  special  way  outside  the  church 
building.  After  having  a  stroke,  the 
mother  of  two  dear  friends  required 
constant  care.  As  these  friends  are 
blind,  they  couldn’t  watch  the 
oxygen  tubes,  food  tube,  and 
glucose.  One  time  that  I  have  been 
sitting  is  Sunday  mornings.  Being  a 
Sunday  School  teacher,  I  felt 
conflicting  responsibilities.  The 
members  of  this  class  were  most 
gracious  in  saying  I  was  serving  the 
Lord  by  filling  a  need. 

My  church  has  also  ministered  to 
us  as  we  sit  because  our  services  are 
broadcast  over  our  local  religious 
radio  station. 

Although  they  do  not  know  this 
lady  and  her  family,  my  class  and 
church  fellowship  have  included 
them  on  their  prayer  lists. 

While  I  deeply  appreciate  the 
fellowship  of  my  church  on  Sunday 
mornings,  I  have  realized  the 
church’s  ministry  reaches  much 
farther. 

Betty  W.  Brunson  is  a  member  of 
Shively  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisville.  Kentucky. 


receipts  to  the  church.  An  elderly  person 
on  a  fixed  income  could  decide  to  give  a 
specific  amount  each  week,  say  $5, 
throughout  the  year  regardless  of  what 
changes  there  might  be  in  other 
expenses.  In  short  the  giving  of  first 
fruits  means  making  a  commitment  to 
give  a  certain  percentage  or  amount  to 
God  as  a  first  commitment  whenever 
material  blessings  are  received. 

Unlike  tithing  the  giving  of  first  fruits 
is  consistent  with  both  the  words  and  the 
spirit  of  the  New  Testament.  Jesus 
mentions  tithing  only  once  and  that  is  a 
criticism  of  people  who  are  more  worried 
about  the  correct  amount  than  practicing 
religion.  On  the  other  hand,  Jesus  often 
encouraged  his  followers  to  give 
generously.  And  Paul  uses  the  concept  of 
first  fruits  to  illustrate  his  theology. 

Additional  Biblical  support  for  the 
concept  of  first  fruit  giving  has  come 
from  a  scholar  at  Cornell  University, 
Professor  Calum  Carmichael.  Professor 
Carmichael  studied  the  twenty-sixth 
chapter  of  Deuteronomy  and  concluded 
that  the  chapter  has  usually  been 
incorrectly  interpreted.  The  offering  of 
first  fruits  was  practiced  long  before  the 
Hebrew  people  entered  the  promised 
land  from  Egypt.  In  fact,  bringing  first 
fruits  is  an  ancient  custom  which  was 
given  a  new  meaning  and  purpose  by  the 
authors  of  Deuteronomy, 

Thus,  tithing  becomes  just  one  of  the 
ways  that  the  ancient  custom  of  giving 
first  fruits  was  practiced.  And  it 
certainly  should  not  be  held  up  as  the 
only  Biblical  guideline  for  giving. 

But  my  major  objection  to  tithing  is 
that  my  experience  tells  rne  it  does  not 
work  in  twentieth  century  America.  This 
can  easily  be  illustrated  by  using  the 
example  of  a  minister  who  needs  to 
explain  what  tithing  means. 


A  minister  receives  a  salary  firm  the 
church  he/she  serves.  It  is  easy  to  figure 
out  what  ten  percent  of  that  salary  is  and 
to  give  this  to  the  church.  But  a  minister 
also  lives  in  a  house  that  is  provided  by 
the  church.  Must  a  tithe  be  paid  on  the 
amount  that  it  costs  the  church  to 
provide  housing?  Or,  since  the  church 
does  not  pay  taxes  and  may  have  some 
discounts  and  donations  to  help  with 
upkeep  and  repairs,  should  the  minister 
give  ten  percent  of  what  it  would  cost 
non-clergy  for  the  same  housing?  What 
about  a  travel  allowance?  Should  a  tithe 
be  paid  only  if  the  travel  allowance 
results  in  a  profit  and  then  only  on  the 
profit?  Or  should  ten  percent  be  given  on 
all  money  that  the  minister  receives? 
Exactly  how  would  a  minister  give  one- 
tenth  back  to  God? 

With  the  scriptures,  experience  and 
reason  not  supporting  tithing,  one  might 
expect  that  the  tradition  of  the  church 
must  support  tithing.  Not  so.  John 
Wesley  offered  a  guideline  for  giving.  He 
said,  “Give  as  much  as  you  can.”  For 
Wesley  himself  and  probably  for  most 
United  Methodists,  that  is  much  more 
than  10%. 

I  think  it  is  time  for  the  church  to  stop 
encouraging  tithing  and  to  make  its 
teaching  consistent  with  the  scriptures, 
tradition,  experience  and  reason  by 
teaching  that  people  should  give  “first 
fruits”  and  “give  as  much  as  you  can.” 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  Ken 
Bedell,  is  a  minister  in  the  UMC's 
Central  New  York  Conference  and  is 
presently  serving  as  a  missionary  to 
Swaziland,  Africa,  through  the  Mennon- 
ite  Central  Committee. 


Oil  the  TM/l  MR  Rent 


How  does  one  repay 
a  ‘significant  person’? 


Why  would  anyone  travel  1,200  miles  in 
one  week-end  to  attend  an  anniversary 
celebration? 

Well,  I  guess  the  answer  is  tied  up  in 
another  question:  How  does  one  person 
express  thanks  to  another  person  for 
being  significant? 

In  my  case,  the  occasion  was  the  50th 
wedding  anniversary  get-together  for 
Bryan  and  Gladys  Hall  —  folks  who  have 
had  a  profound  influence  on  my  life.  The 
celebration,  sponsored  by  their  children 
at  Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly, 
Sacramento,  New  Mexico,  was  not  too 
much  different  than  any  other  golden 
anniversary  observance.  But  it  was 
different  to  me  because  of  what  those  two 


Readers  debate  Coke-Taylor  Wine  dilemma 


To  the  Editor: 

Again,  I  find  it  a  privilege  to  support 
one  of  your  editorials,  “UMC,  Coke  and 
Taylor  Wines,”  which  appeared  in  the 
October  8  issue 

I  cannot  understand  why  we  as  a 
church  made  up  of  a  body  of 
(supposedly)  born-again  believers  in 
Jesus  Christ  should  have  to  quibble  over 
the  merits  of  continuing  investments  in 
any  industry  that  is  even  in  any  shade  of 
the  word  supporting  the  alcohol  business. 
What  has  happened  to  the  life-long  stand 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church? 

I,  for  one,  am  afraid  that  we  have 
finally  come  to  the  place  where  we  have 
forgotten  our  faith  in  the  sustaining  and 
supporting  hand  of  God,  and  are  too 
much  in  the  business  of  feathering  our 
own  nest. 

Thanks  to  you  for  your  forthright 
statement  that  “if  Coca  Cola  purchases 
Taylor  Wines,  we  believe  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  should  dispose  of  Coke 
shares,  and  make  this  .  .  .  decision 
known  as  widely  as  possible.”  Let’s  quit 
supporting  any  and  all  economic 
interests  wherever  they  are  and  under 
whatever  flags  they  fly,  that  depart  from 
the  best  understood  principles  of 

Christian  ethics !  „  ,  _. 

Ralph  W.  Rivers 

Tampa,  Florida 

tiro liol  not  the  / problem 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  reacting  to  your  editorial  of 
October  8  concerning  whether  our 
church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
should  sell  its  stock  in  Coca  Cola  because 
Coca  Cola  is  considering  the  purchase  of 
Taylor  Wines.  The  editor  states  the  main 
issue  is  whether  our  church  should  be 
involved  in  any  supportive  way  with  the 
alcoholic  beverage  industry.  The  editor 
goes  on  to  say  that  Taylor  Wines  is  “one 
small  part  of  a  huge  industry  whose 
products  result  in  untold  havoc  and  grief 
in  the  lives  of  people  in  this  country.  Such 
socially  destructive  results  must  be 
recognized  even  by  persons  who  approve 
of  social  drinking.” 

I  am  one  of  those  Christian  Methodists 
who  approve  of  social  drinking.  I  do  not 
recognize  the  liquor  industry  as  a  cause 
of  the  untold  havoc  and  grief  in  the  lives 
of  people  in  this  country.  Our  Christ 
enjoyed  a  full-bodied  red  wine  at  his  last 
supper  on  this  earth. 

Anything  in  excess  can  cause  havoc 
and  grief  in  our  lives.  Excess  eating,  for 
example,  can  be  the  cause  of  premature 
death  and  much  physical  and  mental 
suffering.  Yet,  if  Coca  Cola  were  to  buy  a 
food  chain  stock,  would  you  advocate  the 
sale  of  the  Cola  stock? 

The  main  issue  here  is  not  should  our 
church  be  involved  in  any  supportive 


way  with  the  alcoholic  beverage 
industry.  The  main  issue  here  is:  what  is 
our  church  doing  to  increase  the  quality 
of  life  in  the  world  so  that  no  one  needs  to 
turn  to  excess  drinking  for  relief  of 
living.  Use  of  excess  alcohol  is  only  a 
symptom  of  a  troubled  society.  Take 
away  the  alcohol  and  many  more 
symptoms  remain.  As  followers  of 
Christ,  it  is  our  job  to  broaden  our 
comprehension  of  our  world  and  start 
trying  to  get  at  the  roots  of  evil  and  stop 
concerning  ourselves  with  the  surface 
noise.  The  surface  noise  will  vanish  when 
the  source  is  stopped . 

Lynne  B.  Whetsell 

Ft.  Washington,  Maryland 

Coke  not  poo<l  either 
To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  your  October  8  editorial,  in 
which  you  stated  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  should  sell  its  Coca 
Cola  if  it  purchased  Taylor  Wines,  or  any 
other  company  supporting  things  which 
we  deem  corporate  irresponsibility  .  .  . 
i.e.  South  Africa,  alcohol,  etc. 

Bravo!  The  church  should  sell  the  Coca 
Cola  stock,  whether  it  purchases  Taylor 
Wines  or  not  —  and  sell  its  stock  in  any 
other  carbonated  and  sugared  drink 
manufacturing  company. 

A  toothache  is  one  of  the  most  feared 
and  horrible  distresses  of  mankind.  It  is 
caused  by  sucrose  (sugar)  left  in  contact 
with  the  teeth  for  over  a  few  minutes. 
Why  should  the  church  support  any 
company  actively  promoting  such  pain, 
misery  and  suffering  to  the  entire  world? 

K.C.  McCullough  Jr.  DDS 
Dallas,  Texas 
(Jnotas  are  needed 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  recent  article, 
“Quotas  must  stop  .  .  .”  (TM/UMR.  Oct. 
8)  which  quotes  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield 
and  his  allusions  to  the  point  that  “we 
now  need  to  depart  its  legalism  and 
return  to  trust,”  I  would  like  to  make 
these  few  comments.  I  must  say  I  agree 
with  him  in  principle,  but  I  feel  some 
important  points  should  be  lifted  up. 

First,  there  has  been  no  trust  for 
generations  of  time  in  women,  youth,  or 
ethnics  in  society  in  general  and  within 
the  church  in  particular,  so  to  say 
“return  to  trust”  means  nothing.  It  takes 
time  to  build  trust  from  that  kind  of  a 
background  and  we  all  know  that  this 
kind  of  a  thing  takes  a  long  time  to 
develop.  It  must  be  worked  on  very 
conscientiously  by  all  sides.  So  it  would 
seem  at  this  time  in  history,  it  would  be 
better  to  err  on  the  side  of  assuring 
proper  representation  on  boards  and 
agencies  for  a  little  longer  than  to  err  on 
the  side  of  dropping  it  too  soon,  when  one 


EXCEPT  MAYBE 
IN  MY  PEL  ATI  0N- 
SHIP  mH  HIM... 


...AND  WITH 
OTHERS... 


is  not  yet  fully  assured  that  his  trust  has 
developed  to  its  fullest. 

His  other  quoted  statement,  “the 
mandatory  quota  system  is 
inappropriate  for  the  Body  of  Christ  and 
should  be  abandoned,”  is  another 
glorified  statement.  Many  things  the 
church  has  done  over  the  years  have 
been  “inappropriate”  and  that, 
precisely,  in  this  instance  is  what  the 
quota  system  is  attempting  to  correct: 
an  inappropriate  attitude  toward  women, 
youth  and  ethnics. 

The  evidence  seems  to  be  that  the 
inclusion  of  these  people  is  making  a 
difference  and  that  the  system  is  being 
changed  slowly,  and  this  is  disconcerting 
to  some.  For  me,  I’d  say  it’s  a  breath  of 
fresh  air  that  the  church  needs,  and  I  say 
thank  God  for  it  and  let’s  continue  the 
quota  system  until  we  can  be  assured 
that  the  Spirit  has  moved  us  along  far 
enough  for  that  trust  to  have  been 
indelibly  established. 

Ava  Swofford 
Columbia,  Missouri 
(. olor  not  im portant 
To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  article  on  the 
October  8  issue,  “Blacks  fear  shut  out 
from  bishop  ranks.” 

It  is  my  privilege  to  serve  for  eight 
years  under  the  leadership  of  Bishop 
Prince  A.  Taylor  Jr.  in  New  Jersey.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  able  and 
compassionate  men  I  have  known  in  the 
episcopacy;  he  provided  a  quality  of 
leadership  which  made  me  proud  to  be  in 
his  area.  Bishop  Taylor  retired  this  year. 

I  am  sure  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  assigning  another  black  bishop  to  the 
North  New  Jersey  Conference  and  if  any 
jurisdiction  has  any  doubt  about  the 
ability  of  a  black  bishop  to  provide  strong 
leadership,  let  the  leaders  of  that 
jurisdiction  talk  with  the  Methodist 
people  of  New  Jersey. 


Surely  United  Methodists  are  Christian 
enough  to  elect  bishops  according  to 
ability  rather  than  color. 

Frederick  G.  Hinett 
Orlando,  Florida 

Ordination  ilate  wrong 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  October  15  issue  appeared  an 
article  written  by  Sharon  Mielke  entitled, 
“Outlook  for  clergy  women  brightens.” 
She  states,  “It  is  20  years  since  the 
former  Methodist  Church  decided  to 
ordain  women  ministers  in  1956.” 
Women  have  been  ordained  as  local 
deacons  and  local  elders  since  in  the 
early  1920’s.  The  1920  General 
Conference  gave  women  the  right  to 
become  local  ministers.  It  was  1956  when 
women  could  be  admitted  to  annual 
conference. 

There  were  three  women  in  the 
Northern  Minnesota  Conference  who 
were  ordained  before  1930.  They  were 
ordained  as  local  preachers  and  had  the 
same  rights  in  the  local  church  as  a 
member  of  the  conference. 

I  think  that  this  mistake  should  be 
cleared  up.  Persons  for  whom  we 
performed  marriage  ceremonies  prior  to 
1956  may  wonder  about  our  authority  to 
perform  marriages. 

Elsie  Hartman 
La  Crescent,  Minnesota 


Mr.  Strickland 
people  have  meant  to  me  over  the  years. 

I’ve  wanted  to  show  my  appreciation 
ever  since  I  have  known  them  —  since 
the  early  1950’s  when  “Skipper”  was  my 
boss  at  the  Sacramento  church  camp.  He 
was  both  manager  there  and  executive 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  in 
the  New  Mexico  Conference. 

I  learned  to  know  him  as  a  man  of 
integrity  who  would  live  his  principles 
even  when  others  laughed  at  and 
ridiculed  them.  My  respect  for  him  and 
my  gratitude  for  what  his  example  has 
meant  to  me  has  always  left  me  with  the 
need  sometime,  someway  to  say 
“thanks.” 

Most  of  us  have  had  such  “significant” 
persons  in  our  lives,  and  while  a  long  trip 
to  honor  them  might  be  symbolic,  even 
such  an  effort  falls  short  of  repayment 
for  what  they  have  meant.  In  the  end  we 
have  to  conclude  that  there  really  is  no 
way  to  “repay”  such  people. 

Another  “significant  person”  in  my  life 
once  told  me  “the  only  way  such  a  person 
can  be  repaid  is  for  the  person  helped  to 
pass  it  on  to  others.” 

Maybe  that’s  what  human 
relationships  are  all  about.  Maybe  that’s 
what  Christian  relationships  are  all 
about  —  thanking  God  for  His  grace,  His 
Son,  and  His  significance  to  the  world  by 
“passing  it  on”  in  our  actions. 

So  to  Bryan  and  Gladys  I  need  to  say 
“thank  you”  by  being  “significant”  to 
others.  I  hope  I  can  be.  And  to  God  I  need 
to  say  “thank  you”  for  not  only  the  Halls 
but  for  those  my  life  can  touch  in  a 
significant  way. 

Isn’t  this  the  example  God  gives  us 
through  His  Son?  And  isn’t  this  the 
example  we  all  act  out  when  we  pass  on 
that  which  is  “significant”  to  another 
and  another  and  another? 

-WILLIAM  C.  STRICKLAND 


WANTED! 

ROVING  VOLUNTEERS  IN 
CHRIST’S  SERVICE 

Need  retired  carpenters, 
electricians,  plumbers,  cement 
masons,  painters,  etc.,  to  do  the 
Lord’s  work. 

Travel,  work  with  group  in  U.S.A. 
.  .  .  Work  half-time,  play  half-time 
.  .  .  Substantial  tax  deduction 
possible. 

Project  begins  Feb.  1. 1977. 

For  full  details,  write  Henry  Schaeffer.  RVC8 
Projects  Coordinator.  l.eRoy,  III.  61752 


Henderson  Settlement 
Mission 

Children’s  Home 
Frakes,  Kentucky  40940 
Telephone:  [606]  337-3613 

Staff  needed:  Two  dedicated, 
Christian  couples  as  houseparents 
for  needy,  dependent,  neglected 
children  in  the  mountains  of 
Southeast  Kentucky.  Couples 
without  children,  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  moral  and 
ethical  standards  will  be  con¬ 
sidered.  Salaried  or  Volunteer  - 
Room,  Board,  Fringe-Benefits, 
vacations. 


% 


nJ  Silver  Crc 


urquotde  ant 

This  attractive  cross  Is  handmade  by  Navajo 
Indian  silversmiths  of  Western  New  Mexico  and 
set  with  genuine  turquoise  stone.  The  actual  slie 
Is  approximately  21*  X  I  Inches,  though,  as  with 
all  handmade  Items,  some  variation  will  occur. 
They  are  available  by  mail  from  El  C.rlngo 
Galleries.  N.  Pueblo  Rd.  Box  2.156.  Taos.  N.M. 
87571 .  Send  check  or  money  order. 

$16.95  Postpaid 
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Many  faiths  upheld  Presidents 


Religion  has  become  a  point  of  interest  in  the  present 
Presidential  campaign,  but  what  about  Presidents  of  the  past? 
The  sampling  above  points  out  the  diversity  represented  in  the 
religious  beliefs  and  affiliations  of  men  who  have  occupied  the 
White  House. 

JAMES  K.  POLK  (upper  left)  literally  became  a  church 
member  on  his  death  bed.  He  and  his  wife  attended  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Washington.  D.C..  while  he  was  in 
office,  but  he  was  baptized  bv  a  Methodist  minister  only  a  few 
days  before  he  died  in  1849. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  (secortd  photo  above)  could  be 
called  a  “nominal  Anglican”  and  his  church  attendance  was 
spotty.  He  did  however  kiss  the  Bible  at  his  first  inauguration 
and  often  spoke  of  divine  providence. 

JAMES  A.  GARFIELD  (third  photo  above)  was  a  lay 
preacher  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  before  turning  to  politics. 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON  (upper  right)  was  also  a  “nominal 
Anglican”  and  had  "deist"  (universalis!)  tendencies  in 
theology. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  (lower  left)  attended  Presbyterian 
services  but  never  became  a  member  of  any  church.  He  was, 
however,  a  man  of  deep  spirituality. 

DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER  (second  photo  in  lower  series) 
grew  up  in  the  River  Brethren  Church,  a  Mennonite  tradition, 
but  joined  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  day  of  his 
inauguration  in  1953. 

HERBERT  HOOVER  (third  photo  in  lower  series)  was  a 
Quaker.  In  his  campaign  against  Alfred  Smith,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  religion  became  an  issue. 

JOHN  F.  KENNEDY  (lower  right)  was  the  only  Roman 
Catholic  ever  elected  to  the  Presidency,  a  fact  which  provided 
controversy  in  his  campaign,  religious  news  service  photos 


Clothing  hoax  rises  from  poverty 


By  BUD  HERRON 


Campaign  religion  lauded 

Issue  belongs  in  public ,  theologian  claims 


Associate  Editor 

VICCO,  Ky.  —  Mrs.  Claud  Latrull 
operates  a  racket  here.  It’s  not  a  “big” 
racket  —  not  on  the  par  of  organized 
crime  or  the  abuses  and  excesses  that 
come  to  light  from  time  to  time  in 
corporate  business  and  government. 

Hers  is  a  pathetic  racket  which  has 
blossomed  out  of  the  poverty  that  haunts 
the  mountain  people  of  Eastern 
Kentucky  —  in  which  the  racketeer  and 
the  victim  often  share  a  common  battle 
for  economic  survival. 

Mrs.  Latrull  runs  a  used  clothing  store 
in  this  little  coal-mining  town,  too  small 
to  be  found  on  most  road  maps.  Her 
“crime”  is  not  in  what  she  sells, 
however,  but  in  the  way  she  obtains  what 
she  sells. 

“I’m  a  poor  widow  with  no  income,’’ 
she  tells  church  congregations  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  “Could  you  send 
some  used  clothing  for  me  and  other 
needy  folks  here  in  Vicco?’’  Back  of  that 
plea,  the  racks  of  her  used  clothing  store 
continue  to  fill  up.  Her  “suppliers” 
gather  the  clothing,  pay  the  postage  and 
even  occasionally  put  some  cash  in  the 
boxes  to  help  her  along 

Cranberry  UMC  a  supplier 

One  such  “supplier”  —  until  last 
August  —  was  the  Cranberry  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cranberry. 
Pennsylvania.  A  women’s  group  there 
started  mailing  clothing  to  Mrs.  Latrull 
about  three  years  ago  after  information 
from  one  of  her  letters  appeared  in  the 
conference  newspaper.  At  least  two 
times  a  year  the  women  collected  large 
boxes  of  clothing  and  mailed  them  to 
Vicco.  The  postage  bill  ran  between  $60 
and  $75  each  time,  and  in  addition,  the 
women  also  sent  cash  several  times. 

After  each  donation  was  received.  Mrs. 
Latrull  would  write  a  letter  to  the  women 
saying  “God  would  bless”  the  group  for 
its  kindness.  She  would  go  on  to  tell  about 
her  poverty  and  how  her  next  meal  was 
always  in  question. 

Then  last  August  the  women  of 
Cranberry  UMC  decided  that  instead  of 
mailing  the  clothing,  they  would  drive  to 
Vicco  and  deliver  it  personally. 

“When  we  arrived  in  Vicco  we  inquired 
where  Mrs.  Latrull  lived,  and  during  the 


conversation  we  found  out  she  runs  a 
used  clothing  store  and  doesn't  distribute 
the  clothing  at  all,”  Mrs. 
Ronald  E.  Williams,  one  of  the  women 
who  made  the  trip,  told  TM/UMR.  They 
also  learned  from  townspeople  that  Mrs. 
Latrull  is  not  the  “suffering  widow”  she 
had  claimed  to  be. 

Pastor  calls  her  “fraud” 

In  fact,  her  own  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  B 
"Burt”  McGraner  —  who  splits  his  time 
between  being  minister  of  the  Church  of 
God  and  being  manager  of  a  local  lamp 
store  —  says  she  is  a  fraud,  and  a  "well- 
off"  fraud  at  that. 

“I  can’t  see  that  she  ever  helps  anyone 
with  that  clothing  but  herself,”  Mr. 
McGraner  told  TM/UMR  He  points  out 
that  she  owns  “two  double-wide.  70-foot 
mobile  homes”  and  is  married  to  a  man 
who  “makes  a  good  living’’  as  a  heavy 
equipment  operator  in  the  local  strip 
mines. 

“At  Christmas  time  you  should  see  all 
the  clothes  people  send  her,”  he  says. 
“It’s  downright  amazing.  She  just  uses 
the  church  for  her  own  benefit.”  He  says 
he  has  been  successful  at  getting  her  to 
stop  claiming  her  store  is  connected  with 
the  Church  of  God,  but  that  it  hasn't 
seemed  to  slow  her  down  with  her 
collections. 

"People  are  not  as  bad  off  around  here 
as  they  used  to  be.  but  there  are  still 
people  in  need  of  help,”  he  says.  “The 
churches  are  helping  people,  and  the 
government  gives  assistance  to  some  of 
the  folks  in  need,  but  I  sure  can’t  see  that 
Mrs.  Latrull  helps  any."  There  is  a  sign 
in  her  store  that  announces  her  policy  is 
“cash  only.” 

On  to  U.M.  mission 

As  for  the  women  of  Cranberry  UMC, 
they  took  their  clothing  on  to  Red  Bird 
Mission,  a  United  Methodist  mission 
project  near  Beverly,  Kentucky,  then 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  with  warnings 
to  other  churches  in  their  conference 
which  they  knew  also  were  “suppliers” 
for  Mrs.  Latrull’s  store. 

“The  whole  thing  hurt  us."  Mrs. 
Williams  told  TM/UMR.  “but  we  haven’t 
given  up  on  sending  clothes  to  the 
needy."  They  now  plan  to  send  future 
clothing  shipments  to  Red  Bird  Mission. 
"The  whole  thing  has  taught  us  a  lesson. 


and  I  think  it’s  a  blessing  for  us  in  the 
long  run." 

As  for  Mrs.  Latrull.  she  is  still  running 
her  store.  And  the  townspeople  here  point 
out  that  the  clothing  is  coming  in  “as 
usual.” 

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/UMR  was 
unable  to  reach  Mrs.  Latrull  for 
comment.) 


Appalachian 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

BEVERLY.  Kv.  —  “Beggar  letters” 
and  the  frequent  hoaxes  they  create  are 
subjects  of  embarrassment  among  the 
people  who  live  in  the  poverty-ridden 
areas  of  Eastern  Kentucky  known  as 
Appalachia.  They  also  are  a  thorn  in  the 
side  of  legitimate  agencies  of  the 
churches  trying  to  give  aid  to  the  people 
here. 

So  say  United  Methodist  “persons  in 
mission"  about  the  perennial  problem  of 
direct  —  and  often  questionable  — 
appeals  made  by  persons  who  live  in  this 
much-publicized  area  of  poverty  to  local 
churchpersons  around  the  country  (see 
related  story  elsewhere  on  this  page ) . 

“Every  year  around  Christmas  the 
situation  seems  to  get  out  of  hand.”  says 
the  Rev.  John  Bishoff,  superintendent  of 
the  United  Methodist  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  headquartered 
here.  "I  don’t  know  where  they  get  lists 
of  local  churches,  but  a  lot  of  people  send 
out  letters  all  over  the  country  asking  for 
food,  clothing  and  money  And  many 
churches  seem  to  be  responding.” 

He  says  that  in  most  cases  the  plight  of 
the  individual  writing  is  either  total 
fiction  or  a  gross  exaggeration  of  fact. 
Some  writers  offer  “Christmas  greens" 
-holly  and  other  traditional  cuttings— 
in  exchange  for  goods  and  money  in 
order  to  remove  questions  of  legality  that 
might  arise,  he  says. 

Both  Mr.  Bishoff  and  others  who  work 
in  Appalachia  are  quick  to  point  out  that 
those  sending  out  the  letters  are  a  small, 
opportunistic  minority  and  in  no  way 
represent  the  general  character  of  the 
people  here.  They  emphasize  that  there 
is  need  in  Appalachia  for  the  contri¬ 
butions  from  local  congregations, 
but  that  the  people  here  are  best  served 
through  proper  channels  rather  than  a 
church  striking  out  on  its  own  program  to 
aid  specific  individuals. 

The  Rev.  Perry  Newberry,  who  is 
stationed  by  the  Red  Bird  conference  in 
Hazzard.  Kv..  says  “the  word 
‘Appalachia’  has  an  emotional  appeal  in 
various  parts  of  the  nation"  and  is  being 
used  by  some  persons  for  their  own 
advantage. 

“If  people  want  to  be  sure  their 
contributions  are  going  where  the  real 
need  is.  they  should  send  them  through 
church  agencies  such  as  Red  Bird 
Mission."  Mr.  Newberry  says.  And  he 
says  that  individuals  or  institutions  who 
solicit  a  local  church  directly  or  by  mail 
should  be  referred  to  the  agencies 
already  in  Appalachia 

Red  Bird  Conference  has  two  agencies 
which  accept  clothing  for  distribution  to 
the  needy.  One  is  Red  Bird  Mission. 
Beverly.  Kentucky.  40913.  The  other  is 
Henderson  Settlement.  Frakes. 
Kentucky.  40940 

In  addition,  the  UMC’s  Kentucky 
Annual  Conference  operates  a 
"Methodist  Mountain  Mission"  in 


CHICAGO  ( RNS )  -  By  the  first 
Tuesday  of  November  Americans  may 
have  learned  something  important  about 
religion,  character,  their  nation  and 
themselves,  claims  a  well-known 
Lutheran  historian 

“If  properly  pursued.”  said  Dr. 
Martin  E.  Martv.  “  the  religion  issue’  in 

Symposium 
divides  on 
death  issue 

LAKELAND.  Fla,  (UMC)  -  Will  the 
reinstatement  of  capital  punishment 
reduce  homicides  in  the  United  States? 

Florida  Attorney  General  Robert  L. 
Shevin  believes  it  will,  but  Dr.  L.  Harold 
DeWolf.  a  United  Methodist  theologian, 
disagrees.  They  were  among 
participants  in  a  Symposium  on  Criminal 
Justice  held  Oct.  12  at  Florida  Southern 
College 

Mr.  Shevin  stressed  that  the  number  of 
homicides  “jumped  dramatically”  to 
about  22.500  annually  between  1965  and 
1975  during  the  Supreme  Court’s  ban  on 
capital  punishment  compared  to  an 
annual  average  of  between  7,000  and 
9.000  during  the  1930-65  span.  “The 
absence  of  capital  punishment  was  a 
major  factor  in  this  increase.”  he  said. 

But  Dr.  DeWolf  said  the  death  penalty 
is  not  an  effective  general  deterrent 
because  “criminal  homicide  is  an  act 
involving  violent  passion.” 

The  easy  availability  of  handguns  is  a 
chief  reason  for  the  increase  in  the 
nation’s  crime  rate.  Dr.  DeWolf  said.  “If 
we  really  want  to  reduce  murders,  we 
must  see  that  the  federal  government 
bans  handguns  except  for  security 
forces."  he  said  He  also  blamed 
television’s  daily  fare  of  programs  of 
violence. 

Dr.  DeWolf  is  visiting  professor  of 
sociology  at  Florida  Southern  He  is  the 
author  of  two  recent  books.  “Crime  and 
Justice  in  America”  and  “What 
Americans  Ought  to  Do  About  Crime.” 

“It  is  ironic  that  today  in  a  country 
supposedly  somewhat  Christian,  there  is 
quite  a  fervor  for  the  death  penalty.”  Dr. 
DeWolf  said,  pointing  out  that  capital 
punishment  itself  is  the  killing  of  a 
human  being. 

All  of  the  symposium  participants 
agreed  that  “a  breakdown  in  the  social 
order"  is  a  major  contributing  factor  in 
the  crime  rate 


Jackson.  Kentucky  which  works  in  a  way 
similar  to  Goodwill  Industries  —  taking 
in  used  clothing,  providing  jobs  for  poor 
persons  who  repair  the  clothing,  and  then 
selling  the  clothing  at  low  cost  to  other 
persons 

The  Methodist  Mountain  Mission 
program  operates  eight  “stores”  in 
various  parts  of  Appalachia,  and  also 
distributes  free  clothing  to  any  person  in 
need  and  unable  to  raise  the  purchase 
price. 

The  Mountain  Mission  receives  mail  at 
403  Court  Street.  Jackson.  Kentucky. 
41339.  Director  of  the  project  is  the  Rev. 
Lee  Hubbard 


EDITOR'S  NOTE.  How  should  a 
United  Methodist  relate  to  a  church 
board  which  takes  a  public  position  the 
individual  disagrees  with?  At  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  church’s  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  TM/UMR  asked  Dr.  Philip 
Wogaman,  dean  of  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  a 
teacher  of  Christian  ethics  with  a  special 
interest  in  economics,  to  discuss  that 
board’s  role  and  relationship  with  United 
Methodists  in  local  churches. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Q.  Why  does  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  always  seem  to  be  in 
controversy? 

A:  Because  the  board  deals  in  issues. 
An  issue  is  something  where ,  decisions 
have  yet  to  be  made,  where  options  are 
open  and  discussion  is  happening. 
Nothing  is  cut  and  dried,  so  to  speak. 

Q:  How  is  the  board  related  to  the 
church  as  a  whole? 

A:  A  picture  of  a  pie  might  be  helpful. 
An  agency  of  the  church  is  a  wedge  with 
its  sides  touching  other  basic  work  areas 
such  as  evangelism  and  mission,  and 
with  each  wedge  touching  the  center 
which  is  the  life  of  the  church.  Things  get 
out-of-whack  whenever  a  board  is  viewed 
or  views  itself  as  detached  from  the  life 
of  the  church 

Q:  Should  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  reflect  the  thinking  of  church 
members? 

A:  It  would  be  a  mistake  if  the  board 
simply  was  a  reflection  of  the  “casual 
opinions"  of  church  members.  “Casual 
opinions”  do  not  represent  considered 
judgments  made  in  the  light  of  the  faith 
Further,  the  board  doesn't  have  any 
responsibility  to  reflect  the  non-Christian 
impulses  of  fellow  members 

Q:  For  example? 

A:  In  the  1960s  many  Christians  held 
deeply  racist  attitudes.  It  is  not  the 


the  peculiar  form  it  takes  this  year  might 
help  educate  us  all  " 

Dr.  Marty,  professor  of  church  history 
at  the  University  of  Chicago  and  a  noted 
author,  said.  “I.  for  one.  am  glad  that  a 
candidate  and  then  the  candidates  raised 
the  question  (of  religion)  and  that  the 
public  and  media  have  pursued  it  .” 

Writing  in  the  November  issue  of  “U.S. 
Catholic.”  published  here  by  the 
Claretian  Fathers,  the  scholar  said  that 
for  "too  long  we  have  brushed  aside 
questions  in  this  area.”  To  say  that 
religion  is  a  private  affair  departs  from 
“thousands  of  years  of  tradition,” 
because  religion.  including  biblical 
faith,  is  social  and  public." 

"To  say  that  religion  is  simply  private 
may  be  a  good  principle  for  enemies  of 
religion."  said  Dr.  Marty.  “What  always 
puzzles  me  is  that  religion’s  purported 
friends  are  the  ones  who  want  to  give  it 
the  hush-hush  treatment,  to  protect  it 
and  segregate  it  and  discuss  it  at  best  in 
tones  appropriate  to  funeral  parlors.” 

Pointing  out  that  the  only  religion  that 
ever  saved  anyone  “is  faith  that  moves 
mountains.”  he  said,  "religion  that 
really  is  or  was  religion  is  always  a 
scandal,  an  improbability,  a  touch  of 
madness,  .  .  .  a  style  that  no  campaign 
button  or  public  relations  firm  can 
cover.” 


ByGERRI  HODSON 
Special  to  TM/UMR 
PLEASANTON.  Calif.  -  It  looked  as  if 
Noah  had  just  landed  at  the  Alameda 
County  Fairgrounds  as  more  than  2.000 
United  Methodists  from  the  California- 
Nevada  Conference  showed  up  here  Oct. 
16  with  cows.  pigs,  sheep,  goats,  chickens 
and  rabbits  for  shipment  to  “hunger 
spots”  around  the  world 
They  also  brought  grain,  clothing  and 
monetary  donations  in  such  quantities 
that  before  the  day  was  over 
contributions  topped  the  $186,000  mark 
It  was  all  a  part  of  what  United 
Methodists  here  call  “  ’76  Round-Up”.— 
a  wildly  successful  project  planned  and 
executed  by  the  conference's 
Commission  on  World  Hunger.  Animals 
were  raised  and  donated  by  local 
churches,  church  schools  and  youth 
fellowships.  Donations  also  included  two 
tons  of  rice,  more  than  300  pounds  of 
beans.  400  pounds  of  clothing  and  250 
layettes  (sets  of  clothing  for  newborn 
babies) . 

Part  of  a  20-year  commitment  made  by 
the  conference  to  combat  world  hunger, 
the  “Round-Up”  culminated  one  and  a 
half  years  of  planning  by  the  conference 
hunger  commission.  Dr.  Dean 
Freudenberger.  nationally-known  United 
Methodist  hunger  expert,  spoke  at  the 
event. 

"Some  dream  dreams  and  say 
‘Why0’."  Dr.  Freudenberger  told  those 
gathered  “We  of  the  Califomia-Nevada 
Conference,  making  our  commitment  to 
do  our  part  within  the  priority  com¬ 
mitment  of  our  church  across  this 
entire  nation,  say  ‘Why  not  dream 
dreams  and  create  visions9’  ’’  He  went 
on  to  challenge  Americans  to  export 
livestock  instead  of  munitions 
The  livestock  will  be  shipped  through 
“Heifer  Project  International.”  under 
the  supervision  of  Dr  Bill  Beck  of  that 
agency,  to  subsistence  farmers  in 


board's  responsibility  to  provide  support 
for  those  un-Christian  attitudes  Today, 
economics  might  be  an  example  area.  I 
sometimes  wonder  if  Christians  do  any  of 
their  economic  thinking  as  Christians 
who  should  be  aware  of  the  impact  of 
economics  on  a  covenant  community. 
The  board  should  not  be  a  voice  for 
blatantly  selfish  attitudes  whether  the 
issue  is  inflation,  unemployment  or 
foreign  policy. 

Q:  How  can  the  board  be  fully 
responsible  to  church  members  then? 

A :  The  board  must  wrestle  with  where 
people  are  and  help  them  think  through 
issues  as  Christians  It  can  do  this  by 
first  doing  its  own  theological  thinking. 
The  more  controversial  the  issue,  the 
more  theological  and  biblical  thinking 
helps  Christians  deal  with  an  issue  as 
Christians. 

The  board  has  the  unique 
responsibility  of  leading  and  stimulating 
and  challenging  thinking  —  but  not 
dictating  to  the  body  of  the  church.  That 
means  communicating,  and  I  wonder  if 
the  board  has  sufficient  channels 

Q:  In  a  diverse  church,  disagreement 
is  inevitable.  How  should  a  member 
respond  when  he/she  believes  in  a 
position  directly  contrary  to  one  taken  by 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  or  by 
the  General  Conference? 

A:  Three  steps  are  possible.  First, 
one  should  think  the  matter  through 
carefully  in  light  of  one’s  own  faith  Did 
the  position  provide  new  insights9  Does  it 
challenge  one  to  re-examine  one’s  faith9 

Second,  if  convinced  it  is  really  wrong, 
communicate  that  to  board  officials  This 
may  clarify  points  of  misunderstanding. 

Third,  if  still  in  disagreement,  a 
member.  I  think,  has  the  right  and 
responsibility  of  getting  his/her  thinking 
across  by  going  political— organizing  and 
communicating  an  opposition  point  of 
view. 

Even  groups  1  have  disagreed  with 


Dr  Marty  went  on  to  trace  the  effects 
of  religion  on  20th  centurv  US. 
presidential  politics,  from  William 
Jennings  Bryan’s  fundamentalism  to 
John  F  Kennedy’s  Catholicism  and 
Richard  Nixon’s  "Quakerism.”  and 
added:  “We  sold  ourselves  a  great 
delusion  not  many  years  ago  when  we 
were  told  that  only  ‘impersonal  power 
structures’  of  computerized  techno- 
politan  complexes'  ran  our  life  But  we 
have  learned  that  the  character  of  a 
Kennedy  or  a  Nixon  can  still  determine 
our  destinies .’’ 

Dr.  Marty  said  that  if  Americans  care 
about  character  “then  anything  that 
shapes  it  deserves  examination  "  He 
added  that  the  “only  kind  of  religion  that 
matters  does  shape  character,  inform 
judgment,  lead  people  from  despair  to 
hope  or  vice  versa,  give  them  staving 
power  .  And  we  need  to  know  about 
that.” 

The  scholar  claimed  that  when  a 
candidate  invites  scrutiny  as  “your  best 
potential  leader.”  he  surrenders  the 
right  not  to  be  looked  over.  “We  may 
decide  that  they  are  religious  ‘just  for 
show'  or  their  souls  seem  sterile  or 
barren.  That  too.  is  a  chance  they  have  to 
take  as  part  of  the  favor  they  are  asking 
us  along  the  way  to  the  White  House. " 
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RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
S10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 

TRAVEL-LEARNING  EXPERIENCE  in  Israel 
Lectures  by  outstanding  scholars  Visit  Jerusalem. 
Jericho,  Masada.  Caesarea.  Capernaum.  Hebron. 
Sea  of  Galilee.  Dead  Sea  Fully  guided  All  meals 
Folklore  evening  Options  for  Petra.  Negev.  Rome  or 
Athens.  Cost  only  $799  from  New  York  Brochure 
from  United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours  Box  247. 
Azle.  Texas  76020. 

WILL  KIT  -  includes  64  page  attorney's  booklet. 
"What  Everyone  Should  Know  About  Wills"  and  4 
Will  Forms,  only  S3  25  postpaid  iFREE:  Personal 
Assets  Record  and  "Executor's  Duties  "!  Stroman 
Sales.  2409  Lockhart.  Dallas.  Tex.  75228 

FOR  FREE  BROCHURES  on  most  unusual  and 
economical  Christmas  Season  tours  to  Holy  Land  or 
London  AND  special  1977  Easter  tours  to  London  or 
Switzerland,  or  Germany,  write  AMERICAN 
HERITAGE.  4250  Oak  Arbor.  Dallas.  Texas  75233 

All  tours  depart  from  Dallas  area 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH 
MINISTRIES  WANTED:  Contact  the  Rev  Rons  S 
'Dunn,  The  Good  Samaritan  United  Methodist 
Church.  19624  Homestead  Road.  Cupertino.  CA  95014 
14081253-0751 

WANTED  Director  of  Education  and  Youth  in 
Church  of  900  members  Salary  is  negotiable  Send 
references,  credentials,  picture  to  Tracy  Arnolds,  1st 
UMC  .  903  Broadway.  Minden  La  71055 

ORGANIST-CHOIR  DIRECTOR  interested  in  full¬ 
time  position  Has  BS  in  Music  Education.  Contact  - 
Penelope  Stoddard.  93  Wajker  St..  N  Quincy. 
Massachusetts  02171  (6171  328-4067 

VACANCY:  PRESIDENT.  National  Methodist 
Foundation  for  Christian  Higher  Education 
Experience  required  in  development  in  higher 
education  and  acquaintance  with  United  Methodist 
Church  Responsible  for  identification  and 
cultivation  of  gifts,  annuities  and  income  support  for 
higher  educational  institutions  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  Office  in  Nashville  Tenn  37202 

FOR  YOUR  NEXT  PICTORIAL  CHURCH 
DIRECTORY.  B&W  or  Color,  contact  Frances 
Mullins.  Bel-Air  of  North  Texas.  1300  Cedar  Ridge 
Terrace.  Euless.  TX.  76039 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  or  Christian  Educationand 
youth  worker  needed  for  growing  congregation 
Degree  in  Christian  Education.  Methodist 
background  Salary  commensurate  with  talents  and 
training  Send  resume  to  North  Naples  United 
Methodist  Church.  600  Seagate  Drive,  Naples.  Fla 
33940 

TRIP  OF  A  LIFETIME  An  enriching  11  day 
Egypt 'Holy  I.and  trip  Daily  Bible  Study  .  Dr  Earl 
Hughes:  Prayer  Study  Jo  Kimmel  Chesnutl  Jan  11 

21.  1977  Only  $999  NY  NY  Mrs  Chesnutl  2424 
Inwood.  =256.  Dallas.  TX  75235  1214 1  638-1X37 

Etbicist  liens  board's  role 

Controversy  called  inevitable 


’76  round-up  corrals 
$186,000 for  hunger 


Tanzania.  South  Korea.  Mexico.  Arizona 
and  Montana  with  the  condition  that  the 
first  offspring  is  given  to  someone  else  in 
need  The  clothing  will  be  distributed 
through  “CROP”  an  agency  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches'  relief 
agency.  Church  World  Service  The  rice 
and  beans  will  be  distributed  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR) 

Nearly  275  of  the  conference  s  383  local 
churches  took  part  in  the  “Round-Up' ‘  in 
some  way  Other  projecLs  as  a  part  of  the 
20-year  conference  commitment  are  now 
being  planned  by  the  commission  on 
World  Hunger  and  Dr  Freudenberger 


Ms  Hodson  is  editor  of  the  California 
Nevada  Conference  edition  of  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter. 


PLEASANTON.  Calif.  —  Steve  Otto, 
San  Jose,  leads  one  donation  to  the 
Round-Up  here  at  the  Xlameda  County 
Fairgrounds.  I’Hoto  GERRI  hodson 


have  been  helpful  because  they  keep 
issues  open  longer  and  ensure  that  they 
receive  serious  consideration.  That  is 
very  healthy. 

Q:  Can  the  individual  make  a 
difference? 

A  No  board  or  agency  speaks  "ex 
cathedra”  (infallibly)  Grass  roots 
feelings  have  been  very  effective  in 
modifying  positions  sought  by  boards 
Sexuality,  for  example,  at  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

Q.  What  is  the  most  serious  issue  the 
church  faces  today  ? 

A:  The  question  of  divorce  Those  at 
the  grassroots  who  say  divorce  is  a  real 
problem  are  right,  especially  in  terms  of 
the  meaning  of  grace  and  covenant 
relationships  Utter  casualness  about 
divorce  and  marriage  means 
disintegration  of  the  whole  society 
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OPPORTUNITY 

In  non-competitive  field  with  NO 
SELLING!  A  publisher  of  church 
directories  (not  pictorial)  is  seek¬ 
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potential  $23,000  first  year  This 
is  a  ground  floor  opportunity  with 
unlimited  growth  potential  In¬ 
vestment  required  $3,000.  Write: 
Mr.  George  Barton.  Director  of 
Marketing,  BAS  Publishing  .Co., 
1321  Horsham  Rd.,  Ambler,  Pa. 
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Survey  says  religion 
honest  but  plodding 


NEW  YORK  <  RNS)  —  A  recent 
nationwide  survey  of  “household  heads" 
has  found  that  organized  religion  gets  a 
higher  rating  for  “honesty, 
dependability  and  integrity"  than  for 
“ability  to  get  things  done." 

A  question  involving  ranking  of  26 
organizations  and  institutions  was  part  of 
the  1976  Study  of  American  Opinion, 
sponsored  by  the  Marketing  Department 
of  “US.  News  &  World  Report” 
magazine.  It  was  conducted  by 
Marketing  Concepts.  Inc.,  a  Washington- 
based  research  firm. 

Offerings’ 
real  worth 
declining 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  In  terms  of 
buyingpower.  per-person-giving  by 
members  of  42  U.S.  denominations 
declined  about  1.2  percent  from  1974  to 
1975. 

Though  actual  contributions  rose  eight 
percent  (from  $127.16  to  $137.09  per 
capita ) ,  the  value  in  1967  constant  dollars 
dropped  from  $86.09  to  $85.04. 

The  statistics  are  in  the  newly  released 
1976  edition  of  Church  Financial 
Statistics  and  Related  Data  by  the 
Commission  on  Stewardship  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Among  the  denominations  which 
submitted  figures  for  the  survey  — 
including  about  30  percent  of  the  U.S. 
church  membership  and  about  40  percent 
of  total  U.S.  church  contributions  —  the 
500.000  member  Seventh-day  Adventists 
contributed  the  highest  per  capita 
($517.99  > .  They  also  spent  the  highest 
percentage  of  contributions  for 
benevolences  (missions  and  other  work 
outside  the  congregation ) ,  71 .9  percent. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  per  capita  list 
came  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
($93.19);  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  ($101.41).  United  Methodists 
spend  about  20  percent  for  benevolences. 

Another  table  in  the  report  indicates 
that  people  with  incomes  under  $5,000 
gave  the  highest  percentage  of  their 
income  (6.4).  while  the  lowest  givers,  as 
a  percentage  of  income,  are  those 
making  $15,000  to  $25,000  per  year  (2.4). 
The  exception  to  this  are  people  having 
adjusted  gross  incomes  of  more  than 
$100,000  who  contributed  7.2  percent  of 
income. 

Total  giving  to  the  42  denominations 
was  put  at  $5,353,545,021.  with  21.0  per 
cent  of  that  —  $1  billion  —  supporting 
benevolences. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  per 
capita  personal  income  was  $5,834  in 
1975 

Other  statistics  in  the  NCC  report 
indicate  that  Americans  in  1974  spent 
$11.7  billion  on  religious  and  welfare 
activities,  compared  with  $166.4  billion 
on  food.  $76.4  billion  on  clothing, 
accessories  and  jewelry.  $22.9  billion  on 
alcohol.  $13.8  billion  on  tobacco,  and  $13.4 
billion  on  personal  care. 

Other  comparative  expenditures  are 
medical  care  expenses.  $75.8  billion; 
transportation.  $115.3  billion;  recreation. 
$60  6  billion,  and  private  education  and 
research  $13.5  billion 


The  basic  sample  consisted  of  more 
than  13.000  household  heads,  selected  on 
a  random  basis  from  lists  of  65  million 
U.S.  households  maintained  by  the 
Reuben  H.  Donnelley  Corporation 
Although  most  of  the  questions  related 
specifically  to  opinions  of  American 
business.  Section  XI  of  the  survey 
focused  on  public  ratings  of  institutions 
and  organizations. 

Household  heads  rated  organized 
religion  just  below  banks  in  the  category 
of  “honesty,  dependability,  integrity." 
Banks  headed  the  list,  with  a  high  rating 
from  41  percent  of  the  respondents. 
Organized  religion  got  a  high  rating  from 
36  percent.  Politicians  were  at  the 
bottom  of  the  list  on  the  question,  getting 
a  high  rating  from  l  percent  and  low 
from  56  percent. 

The  other  question  in  the  section  on 
institutions  and  organizations  asked  for  a 
rating  on  ability  to  get  things  done. 
Banks  and  politicians  were  once  again  at 
the  top  and  bottom,  but  organized 
religion  was  at  the  middle  of  the  scale, 
with  12  groups  rated  above  it  and  13 
below. 

On  this  question,  organized  religion 
was  given  a  high  rating  from  20  percent, 
average  from  51  percent,  low  from  16 
percent,  and  no  opinion  from  13  percent. 

Organizations  and  institutions  that 
were  considered  more  able  to  get  things 
done  were  banks,  television,  medical 
profession,  newspapers,  advertising 
agencies,  large  business,  radio,  labor 
leaders,  business  executives,  U.S. 
military.  Supreme  Court  and  magazines. 

Those  considered  less  able  to  get  things 
done  were  the  legal  profession,  small 
business,  educators,  local  government, 
state  government,  the  White  House,  the 
Senate,  regulatory  agencies,  the 
Democratic  Party,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  federal 
bureaucracy,  the  Republican  Party  and 
politicians. 

Oklahomans 
to  decide 
liquor  stance 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  Oklahomans  will 
go  to  the  polls  Nov.  2  to  vote  for  more 
than  who  the  next  president  will  be. 

According  to  one  United  Methodist, 
they  will  decide  the  future  health  and 
welfare  of  children  and  society  by  their 
vote  on  another  issue  on  the  ballot  — 
legalizing  liquor-by-the-drink. 

The  Rev.  Dulaney  Barrett, 
chairperson  of  the  Oklahoma  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  has  urged 
United  Methodists  and  fellow  citizens  to 
vote  "no"  on  State  Question  515.  The 
proposition  would  allow  liquor-by-the- 
drink.  which  he  claims  will  “mean  only 
more  trouble  for  our  state.”  The 
Oklahoma  Conference  voted  last  spring 
in  its  annual  session  to  oppose  the 
question  and  approved  local  churches 
offering  financial  support  to  defeat  it 
Mr.  Barnett  noted  the  vote  is  not  a 
“wet-dry”  issue  since  Oklahoma  already 
permits  state  licensed  package  liquor 
stores.lt  is  a  larger  issue  involving  an 
expanded  number  of  liquor  outlets,  more 
consumption,  increased  crime  and  law 
enforcement  problems,  he  said. 


Federal  definitions 
of  ‘ church 5  opposed 


NASHVILLE  —  Working  on  ideas  for  an  upcoming  issue  of  the  church's  sparkling 
devotional  magazine  "Alive  Now"  are  staff  associates  Maurice  King,  Tom  Page  and 
Janice  Grana.  (See  story  below.)  tm-umr staff  photo 

Young  in  heart  take 
a  look  at ;  Alive  Now’ 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Splashy  colors,  vivid 
graphics,  blank  verse  poetry,  mod 
language  prayers  —  it’s  all  in  a 
devotional  guide  published  by  United 
Methodists  for  the  young  in  heart. 

Started  in  1971,  "Alive  Now"  has 
reached  a  circulation  of  70,000 
enthusiastic  readers,  says  editor  Mary 
Ruth  Coffman.  "People  who  want  more 
vividness,  aliveness  on  a  devotional  page 
than  mere  words  are  the  people  who  read 
us.” 

Published,  staffed  and  directed  here  by 
"The  Upper  Room,"  this  bi-monthly 
magazine  aims  for  two  audiences,  Ms. 
Coffman  said.  "One  is  the  individual  who 
uses  it  for  private  devotions.  The  second 
is  for  persons  who  use  it  as  a  resource  for 
group  devotions  and  worship,  such  as 
pastors  for  liturgy  and  sermons,  United 
Methodist  Women  for  worship  aids  and 
small  groups  as  a  basis  of  sharing 
experiences.” 

Surprise  is  another  selling  feature  of 
the  magazine,  adds  associate  W. 
Maurice  King.  "The  color  and  graphics 
are  striking.  People  don’t  expect  that  in  a 
religious  magazine.  I  hope  people  who 
are  not  touched  by  the  usual  religious 
experience,  like  a  traveler  at  an  airport, 
might  pick  up  the  magazine,  read  it  and 
find  a  spiritual  uplift." 

Each  issue  focuses  on  one  to  three 
themes  selected-  by  the  staff  who  use 
materials  people  send  in  from  all  across 
the  church,  explained  Janice  Grana, 
associate.  Usually  a  contributing  editor 
is  assigned  to  develop  each  theme.  In  the 
current  Nov. -Dec.  issue,  for  instance,  the 
Rev.  George  L.  Miller,  a  Presbyterian 
pastor  in  Oklahoma  structured  the 
"Giving"  section  and  the  Rev.  Darris  K. 
Doyal,  Gray  UMC  pastor,  Jonesboro, 
Tenn.,  developed  the  section  on  “Feet" 
(Isaiah’s  quote:  "How  beautiful  upon  the 
mountains  are  the  feet  of  those  who  bring 
happy  news  of  peace  and  salvation,  the 
news  that  the  God  of  Israel  reigns  ") 
Occasionally  a  group  of  persons  will 
contribute  an  entire  issue,  such  as  the 
Sept. -Oct.  1976  issue  which  the  Scarritt 
College  community  composed  on  the 
topic  "I  am  the  living  bread.”  Most  of  the 
material  came  fjom  faculty  members, 
staff,  alumni  and  students  of  the  United 
Methodist  School  in  Nashville. 

“We  believe  a  thematic  approach  to 


each  issue  gives  a  coherence  to  the 
diverse  materials,"  Ms.  Grana  said 
“And  we  try  to  tie  to  real  issues  people 
are  dealing  with.  Believers  are  enriched 
by  sharing  their  spiritual  pilgrimage  and 
what  God  is  doing  in  their  lives." 

One  of  the  joys  in  editing  the  magazine 
is  "the  number  of  people  who  write  us 
sharing  their  creative  poetry  or  original 
writing."  says  editor  Coffman.  "Many  of 
them  are  just  beginning  to  express 
themselves  in  writing  and  feel  that  ‘Alive 
Now’  is  the  kind  of  publication  that  will 
listen  to  them.  That  is  immensely 
satisfying." 

Response  has  come  from  various 
corners.  Ms.  Coffman  said,  including 
behind  prison  walls.  The  easiest  raised 
money  for  Church  Women  United  in 
Nashville  is  their  project  of  sending 
“Alive  Now”  to  inmates  of  Tennessee 
Women’s  Prison.  And  the  feedback  from 
the  women  prisoners  indicates  the 
devotional  magazine  is  well  received  and 
appreciated. 

Is  "Alive  Now”  growing?  Yes,  but 
slowly,  the  editor  replied.  "We  hit  50,000 
after  the  first  three  issues  but  didn’t 
reach  70,000  until  last  year.  A  big  jump 
occured  several  years  ago  when  we 
merged  with  ‘Link,’  the  magazine  U  M 
chaplains  distributed  to  military 
personnel." 

The  idea  for  the  magazine  originated 
from  a  suggestion  made  by  a  bishop,  said 
Mr.  King.  Bishop  Roy  Nichols,  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Area,  recommended  in  1971  to 
“The  Upper  Room"  editor  Wilson 
Weldon  that  a  companion  piece  to  the 
traditional  devotional  booklet  be  devel¬ 
oped.  “Alive  Now"  is  the  result. 

“You  can't  talk  about  “Alive  Now” 
alone."  said  Mr.  King.  “For  we  are  a 
ministry  of  ‘The  Upper  Room.’  ” 


'•Raising  cane  for  Church'1 

Lord’s  Acre  sale  gleans  first  fruits 


By  STAN  McCREADY 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 
GALAX.  Va.  —  “Raising  cane  for  the 
church”  made  sense  and  money  as  young 
and  old  United  Methodists  brought 
together  their  “first  fruits"  for  what  is 
said  to  be  the  largest  Lord’s  Acre  Sale  in 
the  country  held  here  in  mid-October. 

Over  5.000  customers  gathered  at  a  city 
park  as  34  local  churches  from  seven 
denominations  for  the  26th  straight  year 
offered  booths  crammed  with  cane 
molasses,  homemade  applebutter  and 
old  and  new  forms  of  famous  Blue  Ridge 
Mountains  handicrafts.  Demand  is  great¬ 
est  for  applebutter  with  most  of  it 
sold  before  the  sale  day. 

Home  kitchens  in  the  Grayson  and 


Carroll  County  area  pour  forth  ham, 
biscuits,  home  made  bread  and  pastries 
for  this  sale  the  second  week  of  October 
each  year. 

Based  in  Exodus 

Lord’s  Acre  is  an  old  concept  of 
contributing  the  yield  from  an  acre  of 
farm  land  to  the  church.  The  concept  is 
biblically  based  in  Exodus  as  “yielding 
the  first  of  the  first  fruits."  Non-farm 
workers  in  the  twin  county  area  here 
contribute  one  hour’s  pay  a  week  in  a 
related  "Lord’s  Hour"  program. 

Kemper  Liddle.  a  businessman  who 
helped  start  the  local  organization, 
considers  fellowship  the  primary 
feature.  Mr.  Liddle  recalls  the 
conversion  of  a  man.  not  a  church 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  National 
Council  of  Churches,  speaking  through 
its  Governing  Board,  declared  here  that 
it  will  "resist”  any  attempt  by 
government  to  define  "church"  and 
“religion." 

A  number  of  proposals  for  defining 
“religion"  and  “church"  have  been 
made  in  recent  years  by  agencies  or 
officials  in  charge  of  supervising  tax 
exemption. 

Interest  in 
All  Saints’ 
Day  revived 

J  By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

While  the  kids  are  celebrating 
Hallowe’en  this  season,  their  elders  in  an 
increasing  number  of  United  Methodist 
churches  may  be  reviving  another 
ancient  celebration:  All  Saints’  Day. 

Signs  point  to  a  renewed  interest  in 
local  churches  in  the  annual  memorial 
service,  set  this  year  for  Sunday,  Nov.  7, 
says  Hoyt  Hickman,  director  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  worship  resource 
unit.  He  has  received  several  hundred 
requests  for  materials  from  local 
churches  wanting  to  name  and 
remember  those  who  have  died. 

The  worldwide  Christian  observance 
has  been  largely  ignored  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  Dr.  James  White, 
professor  of  Christian  worship  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  Dallas. 

But  in  Europe  and  especially  in  Italy, 
where  it  can  be  traced  back  at  least  to  the 
eighth  century.  All  Saints’  Day  has  been 
widely  observed.  It  has  traditionally 
been  a  day  for  the  congregation  to  go  to 
the  cemetery,  remember,  perhaps  even 
have  a  picnic.  “Here  in  the  U.S.  we  try  to 
forget  death  and  cemeteries  —  and 
because  of  our  mobility,  sometimes  we 
aren't  anywhere  near  where  our  dead 
are  buried." 

Now  All  Saints'  Day  may  be  catching 
on  here,  he  says.  Perkins  began  observ¬ 
ing  it  about  ten  years  ago.  There  is  a  need 
to  reflect  on  "how  many  shoulders  we 
Christians  stand  on.”  he  says. 

The  word  "saints,”  Mr.  Hickman 
wrote  recently  in  "The  Interpreter,”  (the 
church’s  program  magazine)  is  used  as 
the  Bible  uses  it,  to  refer  to  the  whole 
people  of  God,  not  simply  to  a  few 
persons  considered  especially  holy. 

He  notes  that  most  observances  will 
include  a  solemn  moment  for  the 
"Naming  of  the  Dead"  —  usually  those 
from  the  congregation  who  have  died  in 
the  past  year  or  longer.  Also  appropriate 
is  observance  of  Holy  Communion,  he 
suggests,  in  which  "we  join  in 
communion  with  Christians  of  all  times 
and  all  places.” 


"It  is  the  responsibility  of  ‘religion’ 
and  ‘churches’  to  define  themselves  and 
their  activities,”  the  National  Council 
resolution  stated.  It  went  on  to  oppose 
recent  Treasury  Department  regulations 
seeking  to  define  “integrated 
auxiliaries”  of  churches  for  exemption 
from  filing  IRS  information  returns. 

For  200  years,  the  resolution  said. 
Congress  and  U.S.  courts  honored  the 
First  Amendment  without  any  attempt  to 
define  ‘religion’  or  ‘church,’  since  both 
were  in  existence  and  readily  recognized 
by  all  before  the  nation  itself  came  into 
being. 

“New  members  of  tnbse  classes  can  be 
recognized  by  derivation  from,  or 
resemblance  to,  existing  ones.  Efforts  to 
spell  out  a  definition  of  ‘church’  or 
‘religion’  may  have  the  effect  of  freezing 
in  law  the  forms  of  one  particular  period 
rather  than  allowing  the  continuous 
evolution  of  forms  to  fit  changing 
circumstances.” 

Women  continue 
sea  law  project 

DENVER  (UMC)  -  A  symbol  of 
controversy  —  a  tepnis  ball-sized  nodule 
of  magnesium  sucked  off  the  floor  of  the 
ocean  —  was  presented  to  the  Women’s 
Division  (WD)  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  here  last 
week  in  appreciation  of  their  work  on 
behalf  of  the  “Law  of  the  Sea" 
agreement. 

The  three  ounce  nodule  is  one  of 
"trillions  in  the  ocean  containing  rich 
ore,"  said  Ms.  Miriam  Levering, 
executive  secretary  of  Ocean  Education 
Project  in  Washington,  D.C.  She  gave  it 
to  President  Mai  Gray  at  the  opening 
session  of  the  division’s  annual  meeting. 

The  WD  has  supported  the  United 
Nations  position  of  trying  to  protect  the 
"common  heritage  of  mankind”  to  see 
that  all  nations  of  the  world  receive  the 
financial  benefits  gained  from  the  ocean. 
Several  nations,  including  the  U.S.,  have 
legislation  pending  to  license  businesses 
to  mine  the  ore  for  private  benefit. 

The  1977  budget  approved  by  the  WD 
was  $13.7  million,  of  which  the  World 
Division  and  National  Division  each 
would  receive  $4.6  million. 

Other  recommendations  to  come 
before  the  final  plenary  session  early  this 
week  include  contributions  to  the 
NAACP,  the  Ecumenical  Minority  Bail 
Bond  Fund  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  South  Africa 
Federation  of  Black  Women. 

Also  several  resolutions  were  expected 
to  be  enacted.  Among  them  were  support 
of  the  ERA  amendment  in  Colorado  and 
Massachusetts,  the  rights  of  workers  to 
organize  in  the  J.  P.  Stevens  ..cCp, 
(primarily  located  in  North  and  South 
Carolina),  and  a  message  to  the  "peace 
people”  in  Northern  Ireland. 


Advance  Order! 


GALAX.  Va.  —  Part  of  the  crowd  of  more  than  5,000  persons  shop  at  one  of  the 
booths  which  display  famous  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  handicrafts.  The  occasion  was 
the  26th  annual  Lord  s  Acre  Sale  here,  netting  approximately  125,001)  for  local 
church  improvements.  (See  related  story.)  photo:  i.arry  chambers 


member,  which  began  in  the  fellowship 
of  "raising  cane.” 

United  Methodist  churches  are  the 
most  involved  participants  joining 
Presbyterians.  Disciples  of  Christ, 
Church  of  God.  Brethen.  Holiness  and  the 
People’s  Church. 

"Conflict,  opposition  and  competition 
are  beautifully  absent  as  fellowship  with 
each  denomination  and  within  the  local 
church  flourish,”  says  UMC  pastor  John 
Marine,  current  president  of  the  United 
Workers  for  Christ  of  Grayson  and 
Carroll  Counties. 

Crops  and  livestock  were  big  items  in 
1950  when  the  event  began  but  finished 
products,  food  and  crafts  are  now  the 
order  of  the  day. 

The  Rev.  Daryle  Williams,  a 
participating  pastor,  is  impressed  with 
the  group  project  approach  usually 
within  the  church  on  a  year  round  basis. 
This  group  and  the  extended  schedule 
allows  folks  with  talent  other  than  the 
choir  singing  and  class  teaching  a  chance 
to  serve  and  produce. 

How  profitable? 

How  profitable  is  it  all?  About  $25,000  a 
year  with  stories  of  parsonages, 
educational  wings  and  countless  minor 
repairs  to  dozens  of  area  churches.  The 
original  idea  of  holding  the  profit  for 
facility  improvements  and  not  operating 
funds  still  holds  true. 

The  organization  produces  a  30-minute 
weekly  radio  program  with  member 
churches  rotating  the  responsibility. 

The  "world  famous  Galax  Fiddlers 
Convention"  is  held  two  months  earlier 
on  the  same  location.  A  state  trooper 
compared  the  difference  in  attenders  of 
the  two  events:  "Over  150  were  arrested 
during  the  last  Fiddlers  Convention  for 
various  forms  of  disorder,  but  today  a 
policeman  won’t  be  seen  unless  he  is  here 
to  work  at  a  booth  or  buy  some 
applebutter!" 

Mr  McCreadv  is  editor  of  the  Hnlston 
Conference  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter 
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Pictured  above  as  the  Training  Enterprise  got  under  way  are  (standing,  left  to 
right)  Rev  Ray  Branton:  Mrs.  Doris  Marsalis,  associate  director  and  registrar : 
James  Poole,  director:  and  (seated)  Dr.  Brady  Whitehead.  Jr..  Chaplain  of 
Lambuth  College.  Jackson.  Tenn..  who  served  as  seminar  leader 

y 
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Church  Point-Maxie  experience 
inspirational  weekend 


Shown  at  Church  Point  Church  are  "The  Morales  Four" 
Pastor  of  the  church. 


From  Allan  Stackhouse,  pastor  of 
Church  Point  and  Maxie  Churches,  the 
LUM  has  received  a  picture  and  note: 
“The  weekend  of  September  11-12  was 
one  of  high  inspiration  for  the  churches  of 
Church  Point  and  Maxie.  The  ‘Morales 


and  Allan  Stackhouse. 

Four’  sang  and  witnessed  to  the  power  of 
Jesus.  Both  churches  were  filled  to  hear 
singing,  preaching  and  witnessing  and  to 
enjoy  a  bar-b-que  for  all  in  attendance. 
The  two  churches  are  alive  and  well, 
doing  business  for  the  Lord  .  .  .” 


Lab  School-Seminar  Training  Enterprise 
is  successful  event  at  Noel  Church 


New  Orleans  District 
welcomes  the  Shamblins 

The  New  Orleans  District  welcomed 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  on 
Sunday  evening,  October  24.  at  First 
Church.  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris.  District 
Superintendent,  presided  over  the 
evening  worship  while  the  Most 
Reverend  Philip  M.  Hannan.  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  New  Orleans:  Dr.  David 
E.  Mason.  Executive  Director,  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches;  and  Dr.  Samuel  Du  Bois  Cook. 
President.  Dillard  University,  made 
expressions  of  greeting  and  welcome 

The  Dillard  University  Choir  was  in 
charge  of  the  musical  portion  of  the 
program. 

Bishop  Shamblin  delivered  a  sermon 
from  the  subject.  “A  Declaration  of 
Faith.”  setting  forth  his  basic  beliefs 
about  his  ministry  and  the  guidelines  by 
which  he  approaches  his  tasks  as  the 
episcopal  leader  in  the  Louisiana  Area 

A  reception  followed  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  of  First  Church. 


New  appointment  announced 

The  Rev.  Elliott  A.  Seymour.  Jr.  has 
been  appointed  Associate  Minister.  First 
Church.  New  Orleans.  The 
announcement  was  received  from  Bishop 
Shamblin's  office,  noting  that  the 
effective  date  of  this  appointment  was 
September  1. 


A  group  of  students  work  on  Christmas  wreaths  in  the  Training  Center  at 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church. 


The  people  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  Church  in  Bogalusa  are  very 
proud.  This  proud  feeling  comes  from 
several  reasons.  One  reason  is  because  of 
the  church  growth  ministry.  Another 
reason  is  because  of  the  active  youth, 
young  adult,  and  senior  citizens  groups. 
But  one  of  the  biggest  reasons  is  because 
they  furnish  the  facilities  for  the  Nellie 
Byers  Training  Center  for  retarded 
citizens. 

The  center  has  been  established  since 
1975.  It  provides  a  variety  of  meaningful 
and  challenging  experiences  designed  to 


remain  within  the  achievement  range  of 
each  trainee.  The  school  has  a  present 
enrollment  of  25  students  ranging  from 
the  age  of  4  years  to  51  years.  Mrs.  Beth 
Shilling  is  the  director,  and  she  has  a 
staff  of  two  teachers  and  three  teacher 
aides.  The  daily  hours  for  the  trainees 
begin  at  8:15  A  M.  and  end  at  2:15  P.M. 
Monday  through  Friday. 

The  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Church  is  proud  to  be  helping  not  only 
their  own  members  but  people 
throughout  the  community,  Joe  W. 
McClain  is  the  pastor. 


A  recent  LABORATORY  School- 
Seminar  Training  Enterprise,  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  was 
held  at  Noel  Church  in  Shreveport,  and 
the  Rev.  James  Poole  was  Director. 

This  highly  successful  event  had 
leaders  from  Tennessee.  Alabama. 
Arkansas  and  Mississippi,  and  81  adults 
registered  for  the  school,  ten  of  whom 
also  attended  the  seminar  While  most  of 
the  adults  were  from  Louisiana,  two 
participants  came  from  as  far  away  as 
Michigan,  and  others  were  from  four 
conferences  in  Texas. 

in  reviewing  the 


The  Board  of  Laity  of  the  New  Orleans 
District  has  presented  the  annual  awards 
to  the  layman  and  laywoman  of  the  year, 
and  the  recipients  are  Samuel  D. 
Johnson  and  Mrs.  William  “Bobbie" 
McHugh.  The  plaques  were  presented  by 
District  Lay  Leader  Milton  Cook  during 
ceremonies  held  recently  at  Rayne 
Memorial  Church.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a 
member  of  Grace  Church;  and  Mrs. 
McHugh  is  a  member  of  Carrollton 
Church. 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  of  the 
Atlanta  Area,  was  guest  speaker  for  the 
first  Annual  Lecture  Series  held  at 
Broadmoor  Church.  Shreveport.  Widely 
recognized  as  preacher,  teacher  and 
writer.  Bishop  Cannon  was  Dean  of  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology  of  Emory 
University,  prior  to  becoming  a  Bishop. 
The  Lecture  Series  at  Broadmoor  were 
held  this  fall.  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  is  minister 
of  the  church. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  minister  at 
Southside  Church,  Monroe,  has  been 
elected  Secretary  of  the  Section  on 
Evangelism  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
action  came  as  the  board  met  in 
Nashville  recently  to  organize  for  the 
1977-80  Quadrennium. 


John  Tubb  is  “Federal 
Employee  of  the  Yearv 

John  B.  Tubb,  Soil  Conservation  Ser¬ 
vice  engineer,  headquartered  in  Alexan¬ 
dria.  has  been  named  “Federal 
Employee  of  the  Year.”  The  selection  is 
made  annually  by  the  Rapides  Parish 
Federal  Executive  Association  and  is 
based  on  the  employee’s  job  perform¬ 
ance  and  work  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Tubb,  who  has  been  with  SCS  for 
more  than  42  years,  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Palestine  Church  in  Pineville. 
where  he  serves  on  a  number  of 
committees,  and  has  held  many 
responsible  offices.  He  is  active  on  the 
Conference  and  national  levels  in  church 
work,  and  each  year  takes  part  in  lay 
witness  meetings  throughout  the 
Jurisdiction.  In  addition  he  has 
contributed  his  time  and  talent  both  to 
the  Boy  Scouts  and  to  the  Salvation 
Army. 


John  B.  Tubb.  receives  significant 
award. 


Certificates  are  presented  to  charter  members  of 
Aldersgate. 

Aldersgate  Church.  Slidell,  our  Conference’s  newest  church, 
was  officially  chartered  on  Sunday.  October  3,  in  a  service  that 
included  participation  by  the  pastor,  Chris  Andrews, 
Hammond  District  Superintendent  William  Fraser.  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin.  and  the  Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  pastor  of 
First  Church.  Slidell.  It  was  a  “great  day”  for  the  more  than 
100  charter  members  who  had  affiliated  with  the  church  since 
its  beginning  a  scant  three  months  before 
Bishop  Shamblin  preached  the  sermon  to  the  overflow 
congregation,  and  at  the  close  of  the  service,  balloons  with 
names  of  charter  members  were  released  so  that  the  good 
news  of  the  church's  beginnings  could  be  spread  far  and  wide. 

Every  person  who  had  become  a  member  to  the  date  of 
Charter  was  presented  a  certificate  signifying  this.  The 
charter  membership  certificate  was  signed  by  Reverend  Mr 
Andrews  and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Fraser.  D  S.  The  Bishop 
emphasized  the  importance  of  “great  things  growing  from 
humble  beginnings.”  Phil  Woodland,  who  had  been  a  guiding 
light  for  the  committee  which  formulated  the  process  for  the 
new  congregation,  voiced  his  approval  of  the  “new  child."  A 
number  of  former  members  of  First  Church  are  now  members 
of  Aldersgate.  and  the  spirit  of  cooperation  between  the  two 
churches  continues  in  Christian  spirit  and  effort 
Doug  Holmes,  Lay  Leader,  played  an  important  part  in  the 
Charter  Service,  helping  to  distribute  the  certificates  and  in 
leading  the  members  in  their  own  participation.  Mr.  Holmes 
headed  the  general  committee  which  actually  “gave  birth”  to 


Balloons  are  released  with  members'  names  —  for  all  the 
world  to  know! 

the  new  congregation,  and  he  is  active  in  the  life  of  Aldersgate. 

Following  the  service  the  members  overflowed  a  local  civic 
hall  where  they  joined  together  for  a  special  luncheon  The 
guest  pastors  and  wives  were  invited  to  join  with  the 
congregation  for  this  celebration. 

The  membership  of  Aldersgate  has  grown  so  rapidly,  that 
the  dance  studio  in  which  they  meet  is  filled  almost  to 
overflowing  each  Sunday  The  first  place  of  worship,  the 
“Upper  Room"  of  a  local  restaurant  was  outgrown  within  a 
month’s  time.  Plans  are  now  under  way,  and  approved,  for  the 
initial  building  phase  of  the  church  plant,  to  be  located  on 
Robert  Road  in  Slidell.  Lynn  Bradley,  a  member,  is  serving  as 
architect,  and  actual  building  is  expected  to  begin  within  a  few 
months.  Occupancy  is  planned  in  less  than  a  year. 

The  help  of  many  groups  and  individuals  in  the  Conference  is 
making  Aldersgate  possible.  And  activities  within  the  church 
are  off  to  an  encouraging  start.  A  UMW  organization,  UMY. 
Sunday  School  for  all  ages,  and  church  officers  are  all  hard  at 
work.  The  congregation  seems  pleased  with  the  beginnings, 
and  a  spirit  of  concern  and  Christian  fellowship  is  abundant. 
Many  express  appreciation  for  the  leadership  given  by  District 
Superintendent  “Bill”  Fraser  and  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
former  Louisiana  Area  Bishop  who  gave  valuable  guidance 
and  support  in  founding  the  new  church.  The  congregation  is 
particularly  appreciative  of  their  judgment  in  sending  as  the 
first  minister  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  and  his  wife  Gloria. 


Around  our 
conference 


From  Asbury  Church.  Natchitoches, 
comes  word  of  many  varied  activities 
which  involve  various  facets  of  church 
life  and  extend  throughout  the 
community.  Some  of  these  events  which 
should  be  noted  are:  a  highly  successful 
Vacation  Church  School:  a  Bicentennial 
celebration;  youth  camping;  “outings” 
to  places  of  interest  sponsored  by  UMW ; 
a  “Friendly  Hour.”  sponsored  by  the 
Choir;  UMY  activities;  continuing 
implementation  of  "Meals-on- Wheels.” 
sponsored  by  the  Work  Area  on  Missions: 
the  Prayer  Breakfast  for  persons  of  all 
faiths  meeting  for  food,  prayer  and 
fellowship.  One  of  the  outstanding  events 
of  the  past  few  months  has  been  the 
celebration  of  the  110th  Anniversary  of 
the  Church.  The  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  is 
Pastor  of  the  Asbury  Church 
»  *  * 

Asbury  Church.  Clinton,  held  its 
dedication  service  on  October  24, 
according  to  a  notice  received  from  the 
Rev.  Jomos  A  Smith,  pastor  Baton 
Rouge  District  Superintendent  Robert  B 
Crichlow  delivered  the  sermon. 


The  following  announcement  has  been 
received  from  First  Church.  Algiers: 
“On  Sunday.  November  21st.  Algiers 
.  .  .  Church  .  .  will  hold  their  first 

annual  Homecoming  Sunday.  We  will 
worship  and  reminisce  with  past  and 
present  members,  ministers,  family  and 
friends  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
District,  will  deliver  the  sermon.  Dinner 
will  be  served  by  the  members  following 
the  services  "All  former  members 
and  friends  of  Algiers  Church  are  invited 
to  the  special  occasion.  The  Rev.  Carev 
Martin  is  pastor. 


in  addition  to  worship  and  fun,  they  are 
engaged  in  the  Christian  extension  of 
their  commitment  to  the  foster  child 
program.  Donice  W.  Alverson  is  their 
pastor. 

The  Rev.  George  B.  Cunningham, 
pastor  on  the  Bethel-Logansport  Charge, 
reports  that  the  Bethel  Church  has 
completed  a  new  building  at  a  cost  of 
$50,000.  The  new  structure  includes  an 
addition  to  the  sanctuary,  six 
classrooms,  kitchen  and  pastor’s  study 
Consecration  will  take  place  next  spring, 
according  to  the  pastor  Also,  First 
Church.  Logansport,  has  just  completed 
a  renovation  of  the  sanctuary  and 
educational  building  at  a  cost  of  $14,000 
Painting  and  repair  have  given  the 
building  “new  life.” 

Word  has  been  received  from  UM 
Communications  in  Nashville.  Tenn  of 
the  death  on  October  19  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
Richard  Spann,  at  one  time  a  pastor  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Doctor  Spann 
was  a  retired  member  of  the  former 
Methodist  Board  of  Education. 

•  •  * 

The  following  announcement  has  been 
received  in  the  offices  of  LUM:  "The 
Claiborne  Church  will  have  its  annual 
Homecoming  on  November  7th  at  11 
A  M  ,  with  the  Rev  C.  Ed  Henkel,  its 
pastor,  as  the  preacher  for  the  service. 
Former  pastors,  relatives  and  friends 
are  invited  to  attend  the  service  and  to 
remain  for  the  covered-dish  dinner 
following  the  service.” 


Good  news 
from  LAMECO 

The  LAMECO  Federal  Credit 
Union  is  pleased  to  announce  that  it 
was  able  to  declare  a  continued  5  ’4 
per  cent  semi-annual  dividend  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1976.  Accounts 
have  been  credited  with  these 
dividends  as  of  July  10. 1976. 

LAMECO’s  Board  also  announced 
policy  changes  regarding  loans  due 
to  loan  demand  being  greater  than 
share  deposits.  These  changes  are: 

New  car  loans  up  to  $5,000  with  42 
months  to  repay 

Signature  loans  up  to  $1 .500  with  24 
months  to  repay. 

Maximum  loan  on  used  cars 
continues  to  be  $4,000  with  36  months 
to  repay. 

LAMECO  would  like  to  encourage 
share  deposits  since  its  dividend 
rate  has  been  stable  and  competitive 
with  bank  interest  rates. 

(This  information  was  provided  by 
James  Poole.  President  of  LAMECO 
Federal  Credit  Union.  > 


Thanks 


While  the  News  Editor  of  this  paper 
was  on  vacation.  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington.  Area  Provost,  was 
responsible  for  the  editing  of  the  issues  of 
October  22  and  29;  and  Mrs.  Shirley 
Jakway,  his  secretary  served  as 
“proofreader.”  We  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  them  for  their 
dedicated  assistance. 

—  TRB,  News  Editor 


St.  Paul's,  Baton  Rouge , 


effectiveness  of  the  School,  indicated 
that  he  wished  to  thank  many  persons 
who  had  helped  to  make  it  an  outstanding 
session.  These  include  Dr.  Benedict 
Galloway  and  the  staff  of  Noel;  Dr.  Carl 
F.  Lueg  of  the  Shreveport  District;  the 
Rev.  Odell  Simmons  and  the  Committee 
on  Education;  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton  and 
the  Council  on  Ministries;  and  Dr.  S 
Duane  Bruce  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  offices. 

Ray  Branton  attended  the  seminar  in 
preparation  of  becoming  a  Certified  Lab 
Leader  of  Adults;  and  Mrs.  Mamie 
Huffman  of  the  Conference  COM  staff 
attended  in  preparation  for  Certified  Lab 
Leader  of  Junior  Highs. 


From  the  Newman  Church. 
Alexandria,  comes  information  of 
continuing  activities  of  importance  to  the 
life  of  the  church  Mrs  Vermont  Burris 
reports  a  Fall  Family  Night,  which 
involved  family  groups  who  participated 
in  worship  Other  events  were 
observance  of  World  Communion 
Sunday;  speakers,  and  the  annual 
Harvest  Teas,  which  “netted”  $1,625.  for 
children  and  senior  citizens.  UMW  are 
also  active  in  planning  harvest  events  for 
the  benefit  of  worthy  groups  The  Rev. 
Roger  D.  Lathan  is  pastor 

UMY  of  Lake  Vista  Church.  New 
Orleans,  have  announced  plans  to 
support  a  foster  child  In  connection  with 
this,  they  are  donating  some  of  the 
proceeds  from  their  paper  drive  for  this 
purpose  Young  people  of  the  church  are 
active  in  many  phases  of  church  life,  and 


celebrates  Laity  Day 


Participants  in 
the  Laity  Day  Ob¬ 
servation  (l-r)  Joe 
DePrato.  Mrs.  J.  C 
Taylor  and  Bud 
Puckett  were  the 
'  'preachers" 
the  service  presen¬ 
ting  the  Church  in 
light  of  what 
means  to  them; 
Ben  Byland  was 
Lay  Reader,  and 
Bob  Wolf  conducted 
the  service.  A 
“ bring-one-dish ' 
meal  followed  in 
the  fellowship  hall. 
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Stewardship 
Em  phasis 
Continues 


— — — >eth  Sullivan  Memorial 
serves  retarded  citizens 


Aldersgate  observes  charter  Sunday 


Mrs.  Robert  (Mary  Adele)  Compton 
has  been  named  to  serve  as  a  member  of 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  for  the  Quadrennium. 
Mrs.  Compton,  well-known  and  beloved 
former  Conference  President  of  UMW 
and  active  in  a  wide  scope  of  service,  is 
congratulated  on  this  latest  honor  and 
responsibility. 


PAGE  2 


Bribery  should  never  be  , condoned 


The  governor  of  Louisiana  was  widely 
quoted  last  week  as  supporting  the 
payment  of  bribes  by  American 
businesses  to  sell  products  abroad  if 
bribery  is  an  accepted  practice  in  the 
country  where  they  do  business. 

Criticizing  the  media  and  the  federal 
government  for  “super  moralistic 
attitudes”  which  inhibit  American 
business  abroad,  Gov.  Edwin  Edwards 
said  "The  American  businessman  is  in 
the  business  of  making  money  and 
selling  products.  And  if  he  goes  by  the 
rules  in  those  countries,  then  I  don’t  think 
we  ought  to  frown  on  it  ( bribery ) 

Gov.  Edward’s  statement  is  so  blatant¬ 
ly  immoral  that  its  significance  might  be 
ignored  by  those  who  cherish  honesty  and 
deplore  corruption.  While  most  of  us 
wouldn’t  say  such  things  openly,  or  ap¬ 
prove  them  being  said  by  a  public  offici¬ 
al,  we  need  to  recognize  that  such  a 
philosophy  exists,  and  can  have  an  insidi¬ 
ous  effect  on  all  our  lives  as  it  spreads. 

The  philosophy  being  espoused  by  Gov. 
Edwards  is  “the  end  (selling  products 
and  making  money)  justifies  the  means 
(whatever  is  necessary,  including 
bribery).’’  Such  a  philosophy  implies 
that  the  value  of  making  money  takes 
precedence  over  all  other  values.  It  is 
unconcerned  with  whether  some  people 
are  given  unfair  advantage  while  others 
are  exploited.  It  ignores  the  fact  that 


corruption  breeds  more  corruption.  If 
everyone  subscribed  to  this  philosophy, 
civilization  and  moral  order  would  be 
replaced  by  the  law  of  the  jungle. 

Bribery  has  always  existed  in  some 
form.  It  doubtless  will  continue  to  exist 
so  long  as  greed  remains  a  part  of  human 
nature.  But  the  elected  and  appointed 
leaders  of  our  country  owe  it  to  the  world 
to  deplore  and  curtail  such  practices,  not 
to  encourage  them. 

We  believe  that  a  business  that  is  run 
honestly  and  with  a  sense  of  fair  play 
ultimately  will  prosper  more  than  one 
which  resorts  to  giving  and/or  receiving 
bribes.  American  businesses  should 
refuse  to  participate  in  deals  abroad 
which  require  bribery.  They  should 
expose  such  proposed  deals  publicly  and 
let  world  opinion  take  its  toll. 

The  American  business  community 
cannot  be  expected  to  serve  as  the  moral 
guardian  of  our  society  and  tlje  world. 
But  honest  businessmen  should  reflect 
that  there  are  other  values  as  important 
as  selling  goods  and  making  money. 
Rather  than  lowering  or  eliminating  the 
ethical  standards  of  business  in  this 
country  in  order  to  sell  products  abroad, 
our  government  and  business  leaders 
should  use  their  influence  to  raise  the 
standards  of  business  abroad.  Rather 
than  contributing  to  the  problem  of 
international  corruption  and  blackmail, 
we  should  contribute  to  its  elimination. 


Evangelism  ‘priority’  is  for  real 


If  you  are  wondering  if  United 
Methodism’s  church- wide  “missional 
priority”  on  evangelism  is  for  real,  an 
initial  clue  may  be  found  in  the  recent 
appointment  of  Dr.  George  Hunter  to 
spearhead  the  effort  (see  TM/UMR,  Oct. 
22). 

Dr.  Hunter  comes  to  his  task  with  a 
background  both  in  practical  evangelism 
and  in  theology.  He  is  concerned  with 
reversing  the  denomination’s  loss  of 
membership.  But  he  is  equally 
concerned  that  evangelism  be 
understood  as  an  integral,  ongoing 
activity  of  those  who  follow  Jesus  Christ. 
And  he  is  determined  that  we  develop  a 
churchwide  evangelism  strategy. 

Dr.  Hunter,  along  with  others  who  have 
worked  out  United  Methodism’s  “Com¬ 
prehensive  Plan  of  Evangelism,”  have 
already  done  some  analyzing  and  strate- 
gizing,  as  the  following  thoughts  reveal: 

•  The  UMC  has  become  “an  introverted 
denomination,  more  concerned  about 
its  own  aches  and  pains  and  general 
causes  than  about  the  countless 
numbers  who  are  not  followers  of 
Christ.” 

•  There  are  many  persons  “waiting  and 

receptive”  to  hear  the  Christian 
message  who  the  church  is  not 
reaching.  “The  hardest  door  to  go 
through,  many  of  us  are  convinced,  is 
the  door  out  of  the  church.” 

Welcome  to  readers  at 
Wilshire,  Los  Angeles 
and  St.  Luke’s,  Houston 

With  this  issue  two  congregations 
begin  local  church  editions  of  TM/UMR 
whereby  their  news  is  published  in 
combination  with  annual  conference  and 
general  church  news  and  mailed  to  every 
member  family. 

The  new  editions  and  their  circulations 
are:  Wilshire  UMC  in  Los  Angeles, 
California  (Pacific  and  Southwest 
Conference),  1000;  and  St.  Luke’s  UMC 
in  Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Conference), 
2800. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Houston  and  Los 
Angeles  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  church’s  TM/UMR 
edition  informative,  and  that  you  will  feel 
free  to  join  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  via  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  and 
other  reader-response  columns. 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM/UMR." 
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•  The  church  can  no  longer  rely  on 

“special  event  evangelism”  because 
“virtually  no  one  becomes  a  Christian 
overnight.  A  church  which  decides  to 
‘have  something’  to  bring  people  in 
out  of  spiritual  curiosity  and  then 
convert  them  simply  doesn’t 
accomplish  much .  ’  ’ 

•  Effective  evangelism  must  be  a  lay 

effort  as  much  as  a  clergy  effort. 

•  Persons  involved  in  evangelism  must 

possess  “the  gift  of  listening,  real 
concern  that  others  know  Christ,  and 
the  ability  to  use  appropriate 
language  —  not  ecclesiastical  jargon 
which  is  really  foreign  to  most 
people.” 

•  In  the  words  of  an  Anglican  historian, 

“whenever  the  church  has 
emphasized  winning  converts  it  has 
not  only  won  converts,  but  it  has  also 
had  a  disproportionate  influence  on 
society.  When  it  has  not  had  such  an 
emphasis,  it  has  done  neither.” 

•  Despite  United  Methodism’s  present 

direction,  “hope  is  recoverable 
because  God  is  present”  in  our 
churches  and  our  communities,  and 
“is  trying  to  arrange  a  meeting.” 

•  Developing  and  implementing  a 

strategy  for  evangelism  is  one 
expression  of  “what  it  means  to  love 
God  with  your  mind.” 

We  are  turned  on  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship’s  selection  of  Dr.  Hunter, 
and  by  his  approach  to  carrying  out  the 
General  Conference’s  evangelism 
mandates.  We  believe  United  Methodists 
are  ready  to  be  motivated  to  assume  an 
ongoing  emphasis  on  evangelism  so  long 
as  evangelism  is  understood  as  more 
than  adding  names  to  our  church  rolls. 
We  look  forward  to  seeing  such  an 
emphasis  emerge  and  take  shape  across 
our  church  under  Dr.  Hunter’s  leader¬ 
ship. 

JWv  W  i i ii css 

An  affirmation 
of  faith 

By  MEL  WEST 

I  BELIEVE  IN  GOD  THE  FATHER, 
and  that  He  created  all  things  to  be 
good. 

I  believe  that  He  loves  all  his  children 
equally,  and  the  He  intends  for  the 
abundance  of  his  creation  to  be  used 
for  the  joy  and  welfare  of  all  his 
family. 

I  BELIEVE  IN  JESUS  CHRIST,  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Way,  and  the  Life. 

I  believe  that  in  both  his  preaching  and 
his  ministry  he  has  clearly  laid  before 
us  the  challenge  of  being  faithful 
stewards  of  that  portion  of  the  world’s 
wealth  for  which  we  are  responsible. 

I  believe  that  much  is  expected  from 
those  to  whom  much  is  given. 

I  BELIEVE  IN  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT,  and 
that  it  quickens  the  trained  and  com¬ 
passionate  Christian  conscience. 

I  believe  that  the  activity  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  exemplified  in  the  life  of 
Jesus  Christ,  who  consistently  cast  his 
lot  with  the  needs  of  the  poor  and  the 
powerless. 

I  BELIEVE  IN  THE  CHURCH  OF 
JESUS  CHRIST,  and  that  it  is  given 
the  happy  opportunity  of  bringing 
together  the  human  needs  that  exist  in 
God’s  world  and  the  resources  He  has 
provided  to  meet  those  needs. 

I  BELIEVE  IN  MAN,  created  in  the 
image  of  God,  and  capable  of 
establishing  His  Kingdom  on  earth. 

I  believe  that  man  can,  by  yielding  to  the 
guidance  of  God,  create  on  earth  a 
social  order  which  will  allow  all  per¬ 
sons  to  live  out  their  God-given  gifts 
and  to  share  alike  in  the  abundant  life 
Jesus  promised. 

I  believe  that  those  persons  who  are 
responsible  stewards  of  their  material 
blessings,  and  share  generously  as 
they  receive,  know  the  joy  of  being 
full  partners  with  God  here  on  earth, 
and  prepare  themselves  for  the 
judgments  of  eternity. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  ard  af¬ 
firmations  of  Christian  life  with  others. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Melvin  E.  West,  is  director  of  the  Office 
of  Creative  Ministries  in  the  Missouri 
Area  of  the  denomination.  He  lives  in 
Columbia,  Missouri. 


I  saw  church 
in  Mother’s  life 

By  DORIS  LYNN 

I  was  in  the  back  yard  between  the 
parsonage  and  the  church.  The 
flushed  blossoms  on  the  apricot  tree 
were  almost  gone  and  the  new  pale 
green  leaves  shimmered  in  the  early 
sun’s  rays.  I  hated  to  go  indoors.  The 
air  was  clear,  the  sunshine  warm. 
Everything  seemed  to  be  sharpened, 
such  as  sights  and  smells,  but 
sounds  were  muted.  I  had  often 
noticed  that  the  chickens  seemed  to 
be  quieter  on  a  Sunday  morning. 

Mama,  seeing  me  still  outdoors,  as 
she  hurried  on  her  way  to  Sunday 
school,  called,  “Come  on  or  you  will 
be  late." 

I  said,  “I  guess  I  won’t  go  to 
church  today.” 

Mama  stopped  short  and  peered  at 
me  anxiously.  “Why  child,”  she 
asked,  “Are  you  sick?” 

I  realized  then  that  it  was 
incomprehensible  to  my  mother  that 
anyone  would  not  want,  above  all 
things,  to  attend  church. 

“Did  you  go  to  church  today?” 

From  the  day  I  left  home,  I  can 
say  without  exaggeration,  that 
Mother  never  failed  to  greet  me  with 
•  that  question.  And  I  always 
reassured  her,  “Yes,  Mama,  I 
always  go  to  church .  ’  ’ 

One  would  have  to  know  her  to 
understand  why  this  question  was 
not  irritating. 

To  Mother,  that  greeting,  as 
involuntary  on  her  part  as 
breathing,  arose  from  her  desire  to 
share  with  all  who  came  her  way 
this  greatest  treasure  of  her  life.  For 
to  her,  church  was  a  banquet  —  a 
feast  of  good  things,  as  she  often 
described  an  unusually  interesting 
or  inspiring  service.  It  was  like  other 
considerate  people  asking,  “How 
was  the  dinner  party?”  Or,  “Was  the 
game  exciting?”  Or,  perhaps, 
“Were  you  able  to  attend  the  opera 
last  Saturday  evening?” 

Doris  Lynn  is  a  member  of  the 
First  UMC  in  Sunnyvale,  California. 
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Pornography  problem  can  be  solved 
if  Christians  will  do  their  part 


By  BETTY  L.  BUNDY 

In  one  who  has  been  working  for  over  a 
year  with  increasing  success  to  alert 
Christians  to  the  perils  of  the  anything 
goes  attitude  of  the  “new  morality”,  your 
editorial  in  the  Sept.  24  issue,  “Protest 
can  be  counter-productive”  aroused 
mixed  emotions. 

In  part,  it  was  a  welcome,  if  trifle 
small  and  very  late  comfort.  Indeed, 
Christian  action  is  called  for  —  and 
where  is  it?  Do  we  not  as  stewards  of  the 
Lord’s  Kingdom  have  a  responsibility  to 
stand  and  fight  the  worst  pollution  that 
man  can  bring  to  the  world?  Compared 
to  this  moral  pollution  through  which  we 
must  daily  wade  and  in  which  we  must 
raise  our  children,  the  fouling  of  our 
waters,  our  air,  and  our  countryside  is 
insignificant.  Yet  Christians  rail  against 
the  latter  and  try  to  ignore  the  former. 
We  must  be  reminded  that  sin  is  not  only 
in  acts  of  commission  but  just  as  often  in 
acts  of  omission.  It  is  past  time  for 
Christians  to  defend  Christian  morality  ; 
for  if  they  don’t,  who  will? 

I  agree  that  sometimes  protest  can  be 
counterproductive,  but  we  must  be 
willing  to  take  some  risks.  At  its  worst,  it 
is  not  nearly  as  counterproductive  as  the 
inaction  and  abdication  of  responsibility 
inherent  in  silence  which  by  its  very 
nature  implies  acceptance.  There  is 
much  to  be  done  and  it  is  time  for  you  of 
the  religious  press  and  the  members  of 
the  clergy  to  start  doing  it.  You  must  lead 
from  the  pages  of  your  papers  and  from 
the  pulpits  of  your  churches  and  show 
others  what  they  can  do  and  how.  Where 
are  our  Christian  leaders? 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the 
example  of  Bishop  Floyd  L.  Begin,  a 
Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  the  Oakland 
California  Diocese.  Early  in  May  he 
purchased  half  page  and  full  page  ads  in 
all  the  newspapers  both  secular  and 
religious  headlined,  “An  Open  Letter  of 
Concern  from  Bishop  Begin.”  He  then 


sent  the  letter  to  all  religious  leaders,  all 
media  outlets  and  all  Catholic  schools  in 
Oakland.  Following  is  the  text  of  his 
letter  which  you  may  reprint  if  you  wish : 

“As  a  spiritual  leader  in  our 
community,  I  wish  to  address  an  area  of 
increasingly  grave  concern.  It  is  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  pornographic  and  the 
nearly  pornographic  in  the  society 
around  us. 

“There  seems  to  be  an  almost  constant 
barrage  of  the  immodest  and  indecent 
through  motion  pictures,  stage 
productions,  magazines,  newspapers, 
television  and  even  on  the  streets  of  our 
cities.  So  universal  have  these  things 
become  that  too  many  of  us  have 
accepted  them  almost  as  a  way  of  life,  as 
an  inevitable  consequence  of  modern 
society.  Sensitivities  have  been  dulled; 
right  and  informed  consciences  stilled; 
and  moral  objections  silenced. 

“I  feel  it  not  only  appropriate,  but 
urgent,  to  speak  out  against  this  amazing 
proliferation.  Its  prime  motivation 
seems  to  be  financial  profit,  but  its 
ultimate  result,  too  often,  is  the 
destruction  of  the  moral  fiber  and  virtue 
of  our  people.  I  write  this,  not  out  of  a 
sense  of  prudishness  or  latter-day 
Puritanism,  but  with  what  I  trust  is 
sensitivity  to  what  the  gift  of  human 
sexuality  is  all  about. 

“It  is  through  our  God-given  sexuality 
that  we  as  human  beings  can  reach  out  to 
one  another  in  love.  It  is  in  sexual  union 
that  a  couple  can  express  to  one  another 
tenderness,  intimacy  and  permanent 
fidelity.  The  public  and  profitable 
exploitation  of  the  sexual,  so  common 
around  us,  is  a  direct  betrayal  of  the 
basic  values  of  sexuality  itself.  What  is 
sometimes  referred  to  as  the  ‘playboy 
philosophy’  of  sexually  using  and 
discarding  another  person  with  ‘no 
strings  attached’  is  not  a  form  of 
freedom,  but  of  enslavement.  What  was 
intended  to  be  most  previous  becomes 


almost  trivial.  What  was  created  to  be 
most  deeply  personal  is  dehumanized. 

“Pornography  of  any  kind  is  6ravely 
wrong  and  the  abuse  of  the  gift  of  sex 
remains  wrong  no  matter  how  common 
or  well-publicized  it  becomes. 

“I  call  on  concerned  people,  and 
particularly  my  fellow  Catholics,  to 
refrain  from  patronizing  those 
publications,  theaters  and  places  of 
business  which  encourage  the 
pornographic.  I  ask  their  support  in 
affirming  what  is  positive  and 
wholesome  in  the  media  and  opposing 
publicly  what  is  not.  I  urge  them  to  pray 
for  decency  in  the  community  and  the 
country. 

“Finally  I  ask  citizens  everywhere  to 
promote  what  is  wholesome  and  good  in 
our  society  and  to  encourage  reverence 
for  humanity  and  sexuality  at  all  times.” 

Bishop  Begin’s  statement  elicited  a 
tremendous  response  in  Oakland.  Such 
statements  from  religious  leaders  of  all 
faiths  from  all  areas  of  our  country  could 
generate  the  vocal  community 
expression  needed  to  solve  the  problem 
of  pornography.  The  legal  means  are 
available,  restored  in  recent  Supreme 
Court  decisions.  Pornography  is  not  free 
speech;  it  is  not  protected  by  the 
Constitution;  it  can  be  silenced.  I  hope 
you  will  do  your  part  to  start  this 
important  work  for  the  Lord. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
jvhich  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Betty  L. 
Bundy,  .is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Mission,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas 
Conference)  and  chairman  of  that 
congregation's  work  area  on  Christian 
Social  Concerns. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  “Here  I  Stand," 
TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Faith  is  not  justified  by  rationalization 


To  the  Editor : 

An  article  in  your  September  24  issue 
addressed  the  question,  “Would 
discovery  of  life  on  another  planet  affect 
our  religious  beliefs?”  The  October  22 
issue  carried  a  letter  of  response  from  a 
Mr.  Grawunder,  who  vehemently 
maintained  that  there  is  life  only  on 
Earth.  I  do  not  criticize  him  for  holding 
that  view,  but  I  do  find  fault  with  his 
rationale:  “If  there  was  life  (especially 
vegetable  life)  on  the  moon,  it  would  not 
reflect  the  sunlight  as  bright  as  it  does. 
The  same  applies  to  the  bright  stars.” 

The  theological  question  of  life  on  other 
planets  is  complex  and  possibly  quite 
significant,  but  people  whose  theological 
views  prompt  them  to  challenge 
scientific  theories  in  this  matter  really 
ought  to  get  their  science  right.  Stars  do 
not  reflect  light;  they  are  suns  like  our 
own,  and  a  considerable  fraction  of  the 
stars  are  so  much  like  our  sun  that  they 
are  thought  probably  to  have  planets 
which  might,  possibly,  have  life  on  them. 

These  scientific  theories  and  others, 
such  as  evolution,  might  well  deserve  to 
be  challenged  by  Christianity,  but 
inaccurate  scientific  facts  and  poor 
reasoning  are  not  the  tools  with  which  to 
make  the  challenge.  I  have  been  appalled 
at  some  of  the  challenges  to  science 
which  have  come  out  of  the  Christian 
woodwork  (the  outstanding  example  is 
some  of  the  tracts  against  evolution 
which  you  may  still  find  adrift  within  the 
Christian  community) ;  characterized  by 
vehemence  and  unsound,  pseudo¬ 
scientific  reasoning,  these  challenges  are 
nothing  but  superfluous  and  an 
embarrassment  to  the  Christian  faith  in 
a  world  in  which  science  and  logic  are 
highly  developed  and  highly  influential. 

Our  faith  does  not  need  to  justify  itself 
with  shaky  rationalizations.  It  is  enough 
to  believe  that  God  is  the  Creator  of  the 
universe  and  of  whatever  other  worlds 
there  may  be.  It  is  not  surprising  that  He 
did  not  see  fit  to  give  us  a  detailed  report 
of  what  He  created  here  and  elsewhere 
and  how  He  chose  to  do  it;  and  it  is 
absurdly  prideful  to  assume  that  we  do 
know  where  all  He  did  not  choose  to 
create  worlds  or  life. 

Susan  Howard 
Houston.  Texas 

M  Imi  difference 

does  color  mo  lie? 

To  the  Editor : 

I’m  not  surprised  at  the  public  media, 
but  I  never  thought  you  would  do  it. 

A  September  17  headline  in  TM/UMR 
states,  “Women  elect  first  black 
president”.  What  difference  does  it  make 
whether  she  is  green,  black  or  striped? 
Why  can’t  the  media  begin  to  think  of 
Americans  as  Americans  only, 
Christians  as  Christians  only,  and 
talented  capable  people  as  just  talented 
capable  people? 

You  show  that  you  still  have  ingrained 
prejudice.  Perhaps  you  should  sign  your 
name  white  editor,  or  John  Doe  Chung, 
yellow  correspondent. 

Get  out  of  this  stupid  rut.  Try,  “Mrs. 
Mai  Gray,  talented  leader,  elected.” 

Rosa  Keehn 
Alhombra.  California 

Christian  \ tirary 
mast  In •  sto/i/nul 
To  the  Editor: 

Are  you  part  of  the  cheating  scandal  no 
one  will  discuss?  Friends  of  English 
Liturgy  (FEL)  has  mentioned  that  the 
composer  of  the  song.  “You’ll  Know  We 
are  Christians  by  Our  Love.”  had  to 
borrow  money  to  live  on  —  at  the  peak  of 
the  song’s  popularity  —  because  his 


royalty  payments  came  to  only  a  few 
hundred  dollars.  , 

FEL  has  offered  to  pay  a  $10  bounty  for 
pirated  hymnals  which  may  contain  FEL 
songs.  Would  you  like  to  help?  Send  your 
copies  of  pirated  (photocopied)  hymnals 
to  124  Woodgate  Court,  Sterling,  Virginia 
22170.  and  I  will  assemble  pirated 
hymnals  for  reshipment  to  the  publisher. 
Be  sure  to  include  your  name  and 
address  so  your  $10  can  be  forwarded  to 
you. 

Mrs.  Phyllis  J.  Albrecht 
Sterling,  Virginia 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/UMR  has  on 
numerous  occasions  published  articles 
and  editorials  noting  that  it  is  both 
illegal  and  unethical  to  make  photocopies 
of  copyrighted  music,  thereby  failing  to 
provide  royalties  to  the  composers. 

Clog-lowering  appalling 

To  the  Editor : 

The  piece  in  the  October  8  issue  about 
flag-lowering  by  a  traveling  Berkeleyite 
is  surely  the  most  appalling  thing  I  have 
read  in  a  long  time.  As  the  individual  in 
question  is  surely  aware,  flag-lowering  in 
the  daytime  has  signified  surrender 
since  time  immemorial.  Such 
“ceremonies”  can  only  discredit  those 
working  in  good  faith  for  peace. 

Mr.  Trampleasure’s  current 
maneuvers  are  only  possible  because 
American  sovereignty  and  American 
power  defeated  Nazi  aggression  and 
have  since  kept  communist  aggression  at 
bay.  His  antics  certainly  would  never  be 
tolerated  in  the  countries  whose  votes 
have  converted  the  United  Nations  from 
an  organization  searching  for  peace  into 
one  serving  primarily  as  a  tool  of 
international  communism. 

And  just  what’s  wrong  with  humming 
“God  Bless  America”  .  .  .? 

Thomas  Blair  Carleton 
Gunnison.  Colorado 
l/i  i///f// /;///'//  sourer  for 
tlralinp  a  illi  lumper 
To  the  Editor: 

A  number  of  articles  in  TM/UMR  have 
dealt  with  problems  of  hunger  and 
proverty,  but  not  one  of  them  has  offered 
an  effective  solution. 

During  the  last  century,  Henry  George 
(an  American  economist)  wrote  a  book 
identifying  the  cause  of  much  of  the 
economic  distress  existing  at  that  time. 
In  his  book,  entitled  “Progress  and 
Poverty,"  Mr.  George  explained  how 
hunger  and  poverty  could  be  alleviated 
by  simply  removing  the  cause.  The  same 
cause  which  prevailed  at  that  time  is  still 
in  existence  and  is  responsible  for  much 
of  the  present  hunger  and  poverty. 

Inasmuch  as  all  other  efforts  have 
failed,  one  would  assume  that  “Progress 
and  Poverty”  would  be  required  reading 


in  every  Methodist  seminary  and  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  endorse 
legislation  embracing  the  solution 
advocated  by  Henry  George.  If  the 
church  confined  itself  merely  to 
preaching  the  Gospel,  this  letter  would 
not  have  been  written.  But  since  the 
church  is  deeply  concerned  with  social 
and  economic  problems,  it  should 
certainly  be  willing  to  explore  every 
possible  remedy. 

B.  John  Eichert 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 
Praise  bestowed  <ni  llishop 
Mnzorewa  is  disturbing 
To  the  Editor: 

It  is  disturbing  to  me  to  see  the 


1977 

ESCORTED 

TOURS 


beatification  bestowed  on  Bishop 
Muzorewa  in  the  columns  of  your 
newspaper  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (TM/UMR,  Oct.  15).  I  say  this 
in  the  light  of  wire  service  reports  out  of 
Rhodesia  that  refer  to  him  as  “leader  of 
the  more  militant  external  wing  of  the 
national  council.” 

The  Bishop  has  been  presented  in  your 
columns  as  being  enthusiastically 
supportive  of  the  black  guerilla 
movement  and  has  asserted  that  black 
guerilla  warfare  will  continue  “uiVtil 
justice  has  been  established”  in 
Rhodesia. 

What  is  this  “justice”?  Robert 
Mugabe,  the  leader  of  the  guerilla 
movement  espoused  by  the  Bishop  is 
quoted  by  UPI  as  saying  that  the  new 
order  will  “follow  Socialist  principles” 
and  “assault  capitalist  and  bourgeois 
tendencies.”  That  sounds  like  the 
preachments  of  land  reformer  Castro 
and  his  patron  saint  Lenin.  The  above 
statement  of  purpose  is  followed  by  a 
prediction  that  private  land  holdings  in 
Rhodesia  would  be  “nationalized.” 

One  wonders  at  the  source  of  the 
bishop’s  call.  Is  he  tuned  to  Marx  or 
Jesus  Christ?  One  also  wonders  if  he 
would  regard  missionaries  drafted  by  the 
guerillas  as  “mercenaries  provided  by 
the  church.”  Is  the  cross  being  used  to 
conceal  the  hammer  and  sickle? 

Robert  J.  Wright 

Dallas,  Texas 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


FEB.  11  -  FEB.  26 


CRUISE 


A  15-day  United  Methodist  adventure  to  the  sun- 
swept  Caribbean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  Greek 
Registered  OAPHNE.  Enjoy  leisurely  shipboard  life 
and  outstanding  meals  as  you  sail  round-trip  from 
New  Orleans,  visiting  Yucatan,  Guatemala,  Jamaica 
and  Colombia,  South  America. 


WESTERN 

GRAND  CIRCLE 


MAR.  4 -MAR.  22 


This  all-surface  rail  and  private  motorcoach  tour 
takes  you  to  the  sunny  southwest  for  19  wonderful 
days.  Among  the  high  points  are  the  spectacular 
Grand  Canyon,  The  Sun  Country  of  Phoenix  and 
Tucson,  Los  Angeles,  and  the  scenic  three-day  drive 
up  the  California  coast  to  cosmopolitan  San 
Francisco. 


HISTORIC 


MAY  21 -JUNE  4 


Here  is  a  lovely  tour  for  Methodists  which  is 
scheduled  for  the  first  year  of  the  third  century  of 
American  independence.  We  will  visit  Shrines  of 
history,  such  as  Boston,  Plymouth.  Lexington,  Con¬ 
cord,  New  York.  Philadelphia,  Valley  Forge,  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Colonial  Williamsburg.  Two  delightful 
weeks  by  charter  motorcoach. 


Writ*: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 


Please  send  the 
following  free  folders: 

□  Caribbean 

□  Western  Grand  Circle 

□  Historic  America 


Name  . 


0  Address - - - - 1 — - -  I 

i.  City  _ State - Zip  Code -  \ 

0  (please  print)  UM1176  J 
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Denver  hlan  keietl  with  ' mission 


DENVER  —  Staff  executives  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
confer  Oct.  24  before  leaving  for  various  local  churches  in  the  Denver  area  to 
present  mission  interpretation  sermons  at  morning  worship  services.  Mission 
executives  spoke  in  32  Denver  area  churches  as  a  part  of  the  special  project  while 
the  board  was  in  the  area  to  hold  its  annual  business  meeting. 

TM/UMR  PHOTO  BY  CLARENCE  SMITH 

Threats  to  church  unity 
flagged  by  theologian 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  real  issues  dividinl 
the  church  today  are  racism,  sexism? 
institutionalism  and  congregational 
exclusivism,  and  any  theological 
statement  that  doesn’t  deal  with  them  is 
hopelessly  out  of  date. 

Those  warning  flags  will  be  raised  this 
week  for  delegates  to  a  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU)  meeting  in 
Dayton  by  a  commission  headed  by  a 
prominent  United  Methodist  theologian. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  one  of 
nine  denominations  in  COCU,  which  was 
formed  in  the  early  1960’s  to  promote 
union  among  its  members. 

The  call  for  ‘‘a  forward-looking 
theological  agenda”  will  come  from  Dr. 
John  Deschner  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  here,  whose  18-member 
commission  has  just  completed  a  three- 
year  revision  assignment  for  COCU. 

Moving  beyond  its  mandate  to  update  a 
theological  base  for  church  union,  the 
Deschner  commission  will  ask  COCU  to 
adopt  a  tandem  report  on  “persistent 
issues  with  church-dividing  potential” 
and  submit  both  reports  to  member 
churches  for  study  and  action. 

The  commission  found  an  additional 
“alert”  necessary,  Dr.  Deschner  will  tell 
delegates,  because  “our  deepest 
.differences  reach  beyond  sacraments 
and  ministry  into  the  divisions  that 
tragically  separate  the  human  family.” 
Those  differences,  the  report  says,  are 
“themselves  theological  in  that  they 
distort  God’s  plan  to  bring  all  creation 
together.” 

If  approved,  the  “alerts,”  along  with 
the  revised  statement  on  faith, 
sacraments,  worship  and  ministry,  will 
seek  consensus  from  all  nine 
denominations  —  the  first  time  basic 
agreements  on  union  will  be  put  to 
denominational  vote. 

Agreement  to  look  for  a  common 
theology  as  a  step  toward  unity  came 
after  COCU  ran  into  a  storm  over 
structure  in  1970  and  decided  not  to  seek 
denominational  vote  on  a  first  draft  plan 
for  uniting  its  member  churches. 

In  calling  COCU’s  attention  to  the  four 
“isms,”  Dr.  Deschner  told  TM/UMR  last 
week,  “we  are  not  saying  that  divisions 
over  ministry  and  membership  don’t 
exist  anymore.  Those  are  historical 
differences  and  they  are  still  issues.  But 
we  also  realized  that  these  contemporary 
differences  are  just  as  basic  and  we  felt 
compelled  to  speak  to  them 
The  report  calls  for  “questioning  more 
urgently  than  ever  whether  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  can  indeed  be  the  sign  and 
sacrament  of  the  future  unity  of 
humankind,” 

Threats  to  overcome 

In  assessing  the  four  issues  as  “threats 
which  must  be  overcome  if  a  united 
church  is  to  be  given,”  the  report: 

•  Raps  “implicit  and  explicit  hostility 
in  the  relationship  between  whites  and 
non-whites”  and  "covert  as  well  as  overt 
racism”  in  institutions  which  “include 
the  Christian  church ;  ” 

•  Calls  churches  to  eradicate  sexism 
by  liberating  their  leadership  (including 
ministry),  by  transforming  their 
language  and  culture  and  by 
understanding  baptism  as  already 
having  “united  us  in  the  body  of  Christ;  ” 

•  Sees  institutionalism  as  (1)  a 
tendency  of  church  institutions  to  make 
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self-perpetuation  their  primary  goal; 
and  (2)  failure  to  permit  effective 
participation  by  members  in  decisions 
affecting  them  ; 

•  Claims  churches  are  “often 
parochial,”  and  sometimes  become  "an 
unconscious-protector  of  vested 
interests,  racial  and  economic 
homogeneity,  or  a  defender  of  the 
American  gospel  instead  of  the  Good 
News.” 

Dr.  Deschner  told  TM/UMR  he  hoped 
COCU  would  adopt  both  reports  this 
week  and  “get  them  out  to  the  churches 
where  they  can  be  studied  and  worked 
through”  —  rather  than  wait  until  a  new 
structural  plan  can  be  drawn  up.  “We 
need  to  be  affirming  those  things  we  can 
agree  on,"  he  said. 

The  theology  statement,  COCU  has 
already  agreed,  is  to  be  seen  not  as  a 
commitment  to  immediate  union  but  “a 
covenant  together  to  advance  through  a 
mutual  recognition  of  members  and 
ministers”  toward  a  united  church. 

Basis  of  union 

Among  points  in  the  revised  basis  for 
union  are : 

•  The  united  church  would  bear  a 
resemblance  to  the  uniting 
denominations  but  would  be  an  inclusive 
and  diverse  body  unlike  any  of  the 
previous. 

•  The  Apostles’  and  Nicene  creeds 
would  be  accepted  but  no  single 
confession  would  be  required  for 
everybody. 

•  Baptism  by  immersion,  pouring  or 
sprinkling  of  both  infants  and  adults 
would  reflect  the  varied  understandings 
of  the  membership  rite. 

•  The  Lord’s  Supper  would  be  the  heart 
of  the  church’s  worship  but  the 
sacramental  nature  of  other  rites  would 
be  recognized. 

•  Both  lay  and  ordained  members 
would  share  in  worship  and  in  leadership 
roles  in  the  church. 

•  The  ordained  ministries  would  be 
deacons,  presbyters  (similar  to  present 
pastors,  priests  and  elders)  and  bishops. 

•  The  bishop  would  be  the  chief  symbol 
of  ministerial  unity  and  continuity  in  the 
church  but  no  bishop  would  be 
autonomous  in  function. 

The  nine  churches  that  make  up  COCU 
are  the  UMC,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church,  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Episcopal 
Church,  Presbyterian  Church  U.S., 
United  Church  of  Christ,  and  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. 


MINNEAPOLIS  (UMC)  -  A 
"wholesale  switch”  in  assignments  for 
United  Methodist  bishops  in  1980  appears 
assured  as  a  result  of  a  legal  ruling  made 
Oct.  20  in  Minneapolis. 

The  Judicial  Council,  the  church’s 
“supreme  court,”  ruled  that  the  new 
tenure  limitation  adopted  last  spring  will 
require  a  change  of  assignment  for  any 
bishop  who  in  1980  will  have  completed 
eight  years  in  one  area. 

'  Those  persons  plus  those  who  must 
retire  that  year  will  include  all  but  about 
10  of  the  45  active  bishops.  The  1976 
General  Conference  reduced  the  limit  for 
a  bishop’s  service  in  a  single  area  from 
12  to  eight  years.  The  General 
Conference  also  lowered  the  retirement 
age  but  continued  the  historic  policy  of 
electing  bishops  for  life  rather  than  a 
specified  term. 
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DENVER  —  United  Methodism’s 
global  mission  agency  launched  itself 
into  a  new  four-year  cycle  of  activity 
here  Oct.  22-30  in  a  meeting  devoted  in  a 
large  degree  to  orientation  for  its  newly 
elected  159-member  board  of  directors 
While  the  board  took  action  on  matters 
related  to  several  social  issues,  (see 
stories  elsewhere  on  this  page),  most  of 
its  time  was  taken  up  by  efforts 
“bringing  new  members  on  board”  and 
handling  routine  business  In  the 
process.  59  new  missionaries  were 

Women  invest  $5,000 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DENVER  —  A  Connecticut  woman 
who  has  spent  20  years  as  a  counselor  in 
the  federal  prison  system  is  convinced 
that  all  American  prisons  should  be 
abolished.  And  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  agreed  to  invest  $5,000  in 
her  cause  on  the  chance  that  she  may  be 
on  to  something. 

Fay  Honey  Knopp  is  the  founder  and 
driving  force  behind  an  organization 
called  the  “Prison  Research  Education 
Action  Project”  which  is  dedicated  to  a 
four-point  plan  of  action  she  claims  can 
solve  problems  of  criminal  justice  in  the 
United  States.  She  believes  that  “99 
percent  of  the  people  in  jail  should  be 
released,”  that  punishment  should  not  be 
a  part  of  the  legal  system  and  that 
mediation  between  lawbreakers  and 
victims  should  replace  court  judgements 
in  many  cases. 

Although  the  Women’s  Division  has  not 
endorsed  her  philosophy,  it  agreed  here 
Oct.  25  to  help  fund  a  new  book  she  is 

Coke  stock 
sale  awaits 
wine  deal 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DENVER  —  United  Methodism’s 
world  mission  agency  is  not  going  into 
the  wine  business.  Its  committee  on 
investments  voted  here  Oct.  28  to  sell  its 
7.600  shares  of  stock  in  the  Coca-Cola 
Company  if  that  corporation  goes 
through  with  the  purchase  of  Taylor 
Wines  of  New  York. 

The  committee  unanimously  agreed  to 
first  write  a  letter  to  Coca-Cola  -asking 
that  the  purchase  not  take  place.  If  its 
attempt  to  discourage  the  purchase  of 
Taylor  Wines  is  unsuccessful,  the  stock 
now  owned  by  the  World  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  be  sold 

The  action  was  taken  with  little 
discussion  after  two  members  of  the  six- 
person  committee  spoke  against  the 
division  owning  stock  in  such  an 
enterprise.  It  was  agreed  that  if  it 
becomes  necessary  to  sell  the  stock,  the 
committee  will  give  “wide  publicity"  to 
its  displeasure  with  the  merger  of  the  two 
companies. 

Guidelines  under  which  the  World 
Division  regulates  the  investment 
committee  state  that  the  committee  may 
not  buy  or  maintain  stock  in  any 
corporation  which  is  “deeply  involved” 
in  the  “promotion,  manufacture  and/or 
sale  of  alcoholic  beverages'’  The 
question  of  whether  the  purchase  of 
Taylor  by  Coca-Cola  would  make  that 
company  “deeply  involved”  in  the 
alcoholic  beverage  industry  did  not  come 
up  during  the  committee’s  discussions. 

Presently  owned  stock  in  Coca-Cola  is 
worth  approximately  $623,000. 


The  effective  date  was  questioned  by 
the  Southeast  Jurisdictional  Conference 
The  Judicial  Council  decision 
determined  that  the  eight  years  includes 
terms  already  served  prior  to  elections 
and  assignments  last  summer. 

The  ruling  also  held  that  only 
consecutive  service  in  one  area  would  be 
counted  Neither  the  Southeast 
jurisdictional  Conference’s  request  for  a 
decision  nor  the  Judicial  Council’s 
statement  used  names,  but  it  was  known 
that  the  question  revolved  around  Bishop 
H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr  who  presided  over  the 
Holston  Conference  when  it  was  part  of 
the  Nashville  area  but  not  during  the  past 
eight  years,  as  a  separate  area.  This 
year  he  again  became  its  bishop 

The  nine  members  of  the  Judicial 
Council  presided  over  by  Tom  Matheny 
of  Hammond,  La.,  also  settled  a  long 
standing  dispute  over  the  power  of 
annual  conferences  to  establish  their  own 
board  structures  So  long  as  the 
conference  assigns  the  functions  and  the 
connectional  responsibility  to  some 
agency,  it  does  not  have  to  establish 
counterparts  of  the  general  church 
program  boards:  i.e  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

This  question  was  referred  both  from 
General  Conference  and  from  the  South 
Carolina  Conference. 

The  right  of  an  annual  conference  to 
designate  lay  observers  to  the  Board  of 
the  Ordained  Ministry  was  affirmed  but 
only  "in  a  non-voting  capacity,”  and  not 
as  "members  ”  The  case  came  from  the 
Oregon-Idaho  Conference  which 
established  such  a  pattern  in  1975. 


approved  for  service  —  39  for  work  in  the 
United  States  and  20  for  work  in  other 
nations  around  the  world 
In  his  opening  address  before  the 
board.  Bishop  D  Frederick  Wartz  of 
Charleston.  West  Virginia.  —  who  was 
elected  president  of  the  body  in 
September  —  strongly  supported  the 
denomination's  “quota  system”  and 
stressed  the  need  for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  be  responsive  to  local 
churches  around  the  world 
In  direct  conflict  to  a  call  made 
recently  by  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of 
Houston  for  the  end  of  the  quota  system 


publishing  for  use  as  a  “field  manual”  to 
train  people  “in  the  concepts  of  prison 
abolition.”  Peggy  Billings,  associate 
general  secretary  for  the  division’s 
Section  on  Christian  Social  Relations, 
says  there  is  no  way  to  know,  at  this 
point,  “if  the  manual  will  be  useful,”  but 
that  Ms.  Knopp’s  concept  represents  “a 
possible  alternative,  and  is  worth  risking 
some  money  to  pursue  ’  ’ 

“We  aren’t  saying  that  her  project  is 
the  answer  at  this  point,”  Ms.  Billings 
said.  “We  think  it  has  possibilities  worth 
exploring.”  She  went  on  to  say  that  she 
realizes  that  funding  of  such  an 
unconventional  approach  to  prison 
reform  will  bring  criticism  from  some 
churchpersons,  but  that  “if  you  stay  only 
in  the  safe  areas  of  reform,  you  won’t 
find  answers  to  many  questions  that 
must  be  answered”  about  the  penal 
system  and  criminal  justice  in  general. 

Women’s  Division  members  have  not 
heard  a  presentation  from  Ms.  Knopp  on 
the  specifics  of  her  concept,  although  she 
has  discussed  it  with  some  staff 
members.  In  a  telephone  conversation 
with  TM/UMR,  however,  she  explained 
the  following  four  steps  she  believes 
must  be  taken  to  correct  America’s 
present  approach  to  criminal  justice : 

(1)  An  immediate  moratorium  must  be 
placed  on  construction  of  all  prisons. 

(2)  Efforts  must  be  launched  to  free 
every  prisoner  now  in  prison  who  does 
not  pose  a  threat  to  society.  (She 
estimates  that  only  one  percent  of  all 
persons  in  prison  are  a  threat  to  society. ) 

(3)  Our  society  must  be  urged  to  move 
away  from  the  very  notion  of 
imprisonment  as  a  method  of  dealing 
with  crime. 

(4)  Finally,  ways  must  be  developed  to 
restrain  the  one  percent  of  law  offenders 
that  pose  a  threat  to  society. 

She  has  written  a  book  entitled 
“Instead  of  Prisons  —  A  Handbook  for 
Abolitionists,”  (which  will  go  on  sale  in 
late  December)  and  the  manual  the 
Women’s  Division  is  helping  finance  will 
be  a  study  guide  for  that  book.  Both 
resources  will  be  used  in  a  New  York 
pilot  project  in  which  workshop  groups  of 
•  abolitionists”  will  be  trained  for  social 
action  in  the  cause  she  advocates. 

She  says  all  of  the  details  and 
implications  of  her  project  have  not  been 
“worked  through”  at  this  time,  but  that 
the  philosophical  cornerstones  are:  (1) 
promotion  of  mediation  between  those 
who  commit  crime  and  their  victims, 
instead  of  the  practice  of  placing  guilt 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DENVER  —  Action  was  begun  here 
Oct.  29  to  declare  unconstitutional  a  new 
church  “law’’  which  requires 
“executives"  of  general  church  boards 
and  agencies  to  be  United  Methodists. 

A  request  for  a  “declaratory 
judgment”  by  the  United  Methodist 
Judicial  Council  (the  denomination’s 
"Supreme  Court”)  was  approved  by  the 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  later  received 
concurrence  from  the  entire  board  here 
Oct.  29. 

The  mandate  that  all  executives  of 
general  church  boards  and  agencies 
hired  in  the  future  must  be  United 
Methodists  was  passed  down  by  this 


Soviet  denial  of  visas 
condemned  by  church  leaders 

NEW  YORK  —  Condemning  Soviet 
authorities  for  “flagrant  violation  of  the 
Helsinke  Final  Act,”  representatives  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  (NCCC)  and  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  revealed  last  week  that  an 
inter-religious  delegation  of  14  American 
Christian  and  Jewish  leaders  had  been 
denied  admission  to  the  Soviet  Union  — 
the  third  such  action  in  three  years. 

Two  United  Methodists  were  scheduled 
to  participate  in  the  inter-religious  study 
tour:  Dr.  Robert  Huston,  chief 
ecumenical  staff  officer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  York,  and 
Roberta  Neuman,  member  of  the 
governing  board  of  the  NCCC  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Placentia,  Calif  Scheduled  to 
leave  Nov  9  for  a  17-day  tour,  they  were 
notified  Oct.  14  by  Soviet  authorities  that 
visas  would  not  be  granted  to  three 
rabbis. 

Spokesmen  for  the  two  sponsoring 
groups  urged  both  the  State  Department 
and  the  U  S.  Commission  on  Security  and 


(see  TM/UMR.  Oct  8).  Bishop  Wertz 
said  the  board  should  go  on  record 
affirming  the  "intentionality  of  the 
church  to  be  one  in  the  faith  without 
regard  to  race,  national  background  or 
sex  '  Bishop  Crutchfield  also  is  a 
member  of  the  board  and  was  present 
during  the  address. 

“For  more  years  than  we  are  willing  to 
number.”  Bishop  Wertz  said,  “the 
boards  and  agencies  were  strongly 
dominated  by  white  males,  lay  and 
clergy  It  is  only  when  the  church 
became  intentional  about  the 
inclusiveness  that  women  were  able  to 


and  then  punishing  lawbreakers,  and  (2) 
a  system  by  which  lawbreakers  are 
given  the  opportunity  to  make  restitution 
to  their  victims. 

Ms  Knopp  says  her  plans  for 
abolishing  all  prisons  are  long-range  and 
will  have  to  be  done  gradually. 

A  Quaker,  Ms.  Knopp  has  spent  20 
years  working  in  federal  prisons  through 
the  Prisoner  Visitation  and  Support 
Committee  of  her  church.  Her  project  for 
abolition  of  prisons  is  supported  by  the 
New  York  State  Council  of  Churches. 


TM/UMft  Staff  Special 

DENVER  —  White  Rhodesian 
President  Ian  Smith  “belongs  in  a  British 
prison  in  -London,  not  at  the  negotiating 
table  in  Geneva,”  according  to  United 
Methodism’s  top  mission  executive  for 
Africa. 

Addressing  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  here  Oct.  26,  Dr.  Isaac 
Bivens,  assistant  general  secretary  for 

Church  leader 
goes  to  Geneva 

DENVER  (UMC)  —  A  representative 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  mission 
agency  arrived  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
last  week  as  an  observer  of  the 
conference  of  Rhodesian  leaders 
negotiating  majority  rule  for  Zimbabwe, 
the  African  name  for  the  former  British 
colony. 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  staff  executive  for 
African  Affairs  in  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  Division,  made  the  trip 
following  a  telephone  invitation  from 
Bishop  Abel  T  Muzorewa.  one  of  the 
Zimbabwe  leaders  and  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Rhodesia 
Bishop  Murzorewa  called  Dr.  Tracey  K 
Jones  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the 
mission  agency,  early  Oct.  28  with  the 
invitation. 

“The  bishop  said  there  were  many 
observers  at  the  conference  and  he  felt  it 
would  be  both  helpful  and  appropriate  to 
have  a  Christian  presence  there,”  Dr 
Jones  said. 


year’s  General  Conference,  the  top 
legislative  body  of  the  denomination. 

The  petition  to  the  Judicial  Council 
states  that  the  mandate  should  be 
declared  in  violation  of  the  church’s 
constitution  because  it  contradicts  “the 
stated  ecumencial  stance”  of  the  church 
as  outlined  in  the  constitution. 

The  petition  points  out  specifically  a 
General  Conference  resolution  calling 
for  mutual  recognition  of  members 
among  denominations  as  well  as  the 
charge  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline"  that 
the  division  “shall  seek  to  initiate, 
maintain  and  strengthen  our  relations 
with  other  Christian  churches.” 

Next  step  in  the  process  of  seeking  a 
declaratory  judgment  is  for  the  Judicial 
Council  to  rule  on  whether  it  will  hear  the 
petition. 


Cooperation  in  Europe  to  protest  to 
Soviet  leaders. 

Proposals  sought  for 
world  hunger  grants 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  World  hunger 
grants  totaling  $300,000  will  be  available 
to  fund  proposed  programs  or  projects 
during  fiscal  year  1977-78  from  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  board  officials  announced 
here. 

Part  of  the  world  hunger  missional 
priority  emphasis  of  the  denomination, 
the  board  will  make  grants  in  three  areas 
to  institutions,  groups  or  persons  in 
higher  education,  and  is  inviting 
proposals  be  submitted  by  Jan.  15,  1977: 

(1)  Higher  education  and  U  S.  policies, 
attitudes  and  behaviors  impinging  on 
world  hunger. 

(2)  Higher  education  and  better 
production  and  distribution  of  food; 

(3)  Stimulation  of  world  hunger  action 
research  by  academic  communities. 
Application  forms  available  from:  World 
Hunger  Committee,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville.  Tenn.  37202. 


move  into  positions  of  influence  and 
leadership  that  ethnic  minorities 
began  to  find  opportunities  for 
involvement  ”  Under  the  present  "quota 
system”  for  selecting  members,  the 
board  mandates  that  its  total 
membership  be  a  fourth  clergy,  a  fourth 
laymen  and  half  laywomen  In  addition, 
the  over  all  membership  must  be  20 
percent  young  adult  and  13  percent  from 
the  former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church. 

Turning  to  a  call  for  "responsiveness" 
by  the  board  to  local  churches.  Bishop 
Wertz  said  board  members  must  take 
seriously  the  need  to  keep 
communication  channels  open  He  said 
that  the  results  of  a  questionnaire,  which 
he  recently  asked  board  members  to 
complete  with  their  assessments  of  how 
the  board  is  viewed  by  persons  in  the 
pew.  show  that  most  local  churches 
“strongly  affirm  and  support”  the  work 
of  the  board 

He  went  on  to  say.  however,  that  the 
questionnaires  also  show  that  local 
church  persons  are  concerned  about  a 
number  of  things.  He  said  the  top  four 
concerns  seem  to  be: 
(1)  implementation  of  missional 
priorities  on  hunger,  minority  churches 
and  evangelism,  (2)  church  finances. 

(3)  efforts  at  communication,  and 

(4)  apathy  among  church  members 
about  the  work  of  the  board 


Africa,  blasted  both  Mr  Smith  and  U  S. 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger, 
whose  diplomatic  activities  set  up 
meetings  now  going  on  in  Switzerland 
between  Rhodesian  white  leaders  and 
black  nationalists. 

“Shouldn’t  Ian  Smith  be  tried  for  his 
crimes  against  humanity?"  Dr.  Bivens 
asked  the  159  mission  board  directors, 
“Are  his  unjust  practices  immune?" 

He  labeled  Dr.  Kissinger’s  diplomatic 
efforts  as  merely  “a  last  great  white 
hope"  designed  to  set  up  “a  Saigon-type 
puppet  government"  in  a  last  ditch  effort 
to  “assure  white  privilege.” 

He  said  Dr.  Kissinger  has  ignored  the 
atrocities  committed  by  Rhodesian 
whites  in  their  efforts  to  maintain 
minority  rule  and  has  by-passed  black 
leaders  with  his  “peace  initiatives.” 

Reflecting  on  a  recent  visit  to  Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe),  Dr.  Bivens  said  the  church 
there  is  “caught  up  in  the  very  battle” 
for  black  liberation  and  that  United 
Methodist  missionaries  from  the  United 
States  are  “generally  committed”  to  that 
struggle,  although  their  "emotional 
involvement"  in  the  cause  cannot  be 
compared  to  that  of  black 
churchpersons.  He  said  there  is  “jjo 
expected  role  for  missionaries  in  the 
push  for  independence”  and  that 
ultimately  most  missionaries  may  leave 
the  country.  He  went  on  to  point  out, 
however,  that  while  future  missionary 
involvement  in  Rhodesia  is  “grim  and 
doubtful.”  the  future  of  mission  there  is 
“bright  and  challenging.”  He  said 
“American  churches  must  remain  in  a 
posture  of  benevolent  assistance  and 
relative  understanding." 

Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Angola, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  BGM  board  of 
directors,  also  addressed  the  opening 
session  and  joined  Dr.  Bivens  in 
objecting  to  the  "obsession  of 
Americans”  with  viewing  the  struggle  in 
Southern  Africa  as  an  East-West, 
Communism  versus  capitalism  tug-of- 
war. 

“The  struggle  in  Southern  Africa  is  one 
of  liberation  for  an  oppressed  people," 
Bishop  Carvalho  said.  “I  am 
disappointed  and  dismayed  that  many 
Americans  continue  to  view  it  in  terms  of 
a  battle  between  the  Communist  and 
capitalist  worlds.” 

Bishop  Carvalho  praised  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  BGM  for  an  action  taken 
earlier  in  the  meeting  to  pressure  at  least 
one  American  corporation  to  terminate 
business  interests  in  the  Union  of  South 
Africa. 

“Please  don’t  maintain  investments  in 
corporations  that  support  the  racist 
regime  in  South  Africa  at  the  expense  of 
the  oppressed,”  he  said. 


UNDERSTANDING 
AND  DEALING 
WITH  IT 


Harvey  PotthofT  presents  an 
excellent  definition  and 
description  of  human  loneli¬ 
ness  in  a  Christian  context. 

He  also  cites  three  positive 
strategies  for  dealing  with  it. 
An  excellent  book  for  pastors 
and  counselors,  yet  everyone 
can  benefit  from  its  insights. 
$5.95 


abinqdon 

.  :  .  |  department  & 

u-'iieO  publishing  house 


Ruling  gives  green  light  to  mass 
switch  of  bishops  in  1 980 


Mission  board  sends  out  59 

Global  Ministries  president  strongly  affirms  ‘ quota  system  ’ 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 


Prison  abolitionist  given  backing 


Board  seeks  upset  of  church  law 
on  staff’s  membership  status 


the  church  today 


Mission  exec  blasts  white 
Rhodesian  leader’s  ‘crimes’ 
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Little  gain  seen  for 
women’s  image  on  TV 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


NEW  YORK  —  The  gap  between  the 
reality  of  women's  lives  and  their 
portrayal  on  television  as  “mop 
squeezers”  and  sex  objects  is  not 
decreasing. 

That  was  the  opinion  of  speakers  at  a 
public  hearing  on  “Images  of  Women  in 
Advertising"  held  here  last  month  by  the 
Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility,  which  is  related  to  the 
National  Council  of  Churches 

"Looking  at  television  you  wonder 
where  the  women’s  revolution  went," 
said  Frankie  Cadwell,  head  of  Cadwell 
Compton  advertising  agency.  "The  TV 
woman  still  hasn’t  learned  to  make -a 
decent  cup  of  coffee  or  drive  a  car.” 

But  she  was  quick  to  state  that  media 
research  has  shown  this  is  the  way 
women,  the  major  consumers,  like  it. 
“They  respond  100  percent  better  to 
commercials  depicting  women  in 
traditional  roles  than  those  showing 
them  as  racing  car  drivers  or  political 
speakers,"  she  said. 

Ken  Mills  of  Katz-TV,  a  national 
broadcast  advertising  agency,  pointed 
out  that  "advertisers  and  agencies  want 
to  sell  more  products.  To  change  their 
attitudes  you  will  have  to  provide  data 
showing  non-sexist  advertising  will  sell 
more." 

Ms.  Cadwell  agreed  that  "advertisers 
are  not  going  to  pioneer  women’s  roles 
for  them.” 

Dorothee  Soelle,  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York, 
described  advertising  experts  as  “the 
high  priests  of  a  new  religion,  all¬ 
knowing.  almighty,  speaking  with  the 

Educators 
called  to 
be  ‘austere’ 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  Dr. 
Joseph  J.  Sisco,  former  Undersecretary 
of  State  for  Middle  Eastern  Affairs, 
called  for  “a  commitment  to  austere 
standards  at  all  levels  and  in  all  sectors” 
of  United  Methodist-related  American 
University  as  he  was  installed  as  its  10th 
president. 

In  installing  the  former  diplomat, 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington,  chairman  of  the 
university’s  board  of  trustees,  said  that 
higher  education  "must  be  a  dynamic 
force  in  response  to  the  world  and  must 
help  also  to  shape  the  future.” 

The  way  to  achieve  excellence.  Dr. 
Sisco  said,  is  to  create  a  curriculum  that 
joins  the  “wisdom  of  the  liberal  arts  to 
the  tough,  practical  skills  of  the 
professions.  "  He  pledged  that  American 
University  “will  seek  to  be  nothing  less 
than  a  distinguished  and  distinctive 
institution  of  higher  learning  with  the 
highest  possible  standards  at  all  levels, 
in  all  programs,  from  entrance  to  exit.” 

Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger, 
under  whom  Dr.  Sisco  had  served  in  the 
State  Department,  took  part  in  the 
installation  ceremony  But  when  he 
walked  to  his  front  row  seat,  he  was 
rushed  by  two  protesters  who  unfurled  a 
banner  and  yelled.  “Murderer.”  The 
protesters,  who  were  not  students,  were 
taken  away  by  a  security  guard. 

Representatives  of  more  than  200 
universities  took  part  in  the  academic 
procession  that  opened  the  ceremony, 
which  also  featured  the  awarding  of 
honorary  degrees  to  Chief  Justice 
Warren  E.  Burger,  former  ambassador 
W  Averell  Harriman,  and  singer  Marian 
Anderson. 


See  HAITI _ 

Land  of  endless 
mountains. 


.  .  tne  poorest  country  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere 

where  UMCOR  is  helping  a 
proud  people  rehabilitate  and 
develop  their  own  country 
A  new  sound,  color  filmstrip  is 
available  from  Conference  A-V 
Libraries  and  District  Super¬ 
intendents.  Copies  are  $4  from: 
United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications.  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  III.  60201  or  Service 
Center,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  7820  Reading  Rd., 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  45237 
Companion  poster  and  leaflet, 
both  titled  Land  of  Endless 
Mountains,  available  from  Ser¬ 
vice  Center,  Cincinnati 


voice  of  God.”  Advertising,  in  effect,  is 
based  on  the  assumption  that  "you  must 
buy  if  you  want  to  be  saved,  ”  she  said. 

The  theologian  accused  advertisers  of 
ignoring  common  needs  in  favor  of 
individualistic  ones,  and  “repressing  or 
perverting”  authentic  individual  needs 
such  as  love,  respect  and  companionship, 
to  sell  products. 

She  asserted  that  women  are 
manipulated  by  the  media  to  believe  they 
can  ‘“get  or  buy"  a  life  partner  just  like 
merchandise. 

Sales  are  up 
in  church 
publishing 

NASHVILLE,. (UMC)  -  Sales  reached 
nearly  $42.6  million  for  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  during  the 
1975-76  fiscal  year  ending  July  31,  an 
increase  of  $1.1  million  over  the  previous 
year,  according  to  a  report  made  here 
October  27. 

Speaking  to  the  45  members  who  are 
just  beginning  four  year  terms  on  the 
Board  of  Publication,  Dr.  John  E. 
Procter,  president  and  publisher, 
reported  that  the  net  income  for  the 
fiscal  year  was  $1,053,330.  Of  this 
amount,  the  board  voted  to  contribute 
$400,000  to  the  annual  (regional) 
conference  pension  programs  as 
specified  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline.” 
The  balance  will  be  used  for  house 
operations. 

Dr.  Procter  expressed  pleasure  with 
the  financial  position  of  the  House  but 
said  the  future  must  be  viewed  with 
cautious  optimism.  “We  will  continue  to 
be  plagued  by  the  inflationary  pressures 
resulting  from  deficit  spending  on  a 
national  level,”  he  predicted. 

During  the  past  year,  curriculum  sales 
declined  2.4  percent,  compared  with  8.6 
percent  in  1974-75  and  7.9  percent  in 
1973-74. 

Dr.  Proctor  also  reported  that  the  total 
number  of  employees  with  the 
Publishing  House  has  dropped 
drastically  while  the  number  of  ethnic 
minority  employees  has  increased. 
About  20  per  cent  of  the  present  work 
force  of  1,610  are  from  minority  groups. 

During  the  last  year,  new  Cokesbury 
bookstores  were  opened  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.;  Columbia,  S.C.;  Englewood,  Col.; 
and  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year,  Abingdon 
Press,  the  book  publishing  unit  of  the 
House,  achieved  the  largest  volume  of 
net  sales  in  the  past  nine  years  Gains 
came  primarily  in  religious  books  (up 
16.6  percent);  general  supplies  (up  23.1 
percent),  weekly  .church  bulletins  (up  9.5 
percent);  and  hymnals  and  songbooks 
(up  33.2  percent). 

Re-elected  president  of  the  board  was 
John  B.  Russell,  an  attorney  from 
Richmond,  Va.  Dr.  Procter  was  also  re¬ 
elected  as  president  and  publisher. 

Dr.  Emory  Stevens  Bucke,  retiring 
book  editor  for  the  Publishing  House, 
was  honored.  During  his.  20  year  tenure 
as  book  editor,  more  than  2000  different 
titles  have  been  published  by  Abingdon. 
The  nominee  for  a  successor  to  Dr. 
Bucke  will  be  brought  for  approval  to  the 
board  at  its  next  meeting  March  30, 1977. 
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Changes  are  weighed 
for  new  Bible  edition 


Sorry!  I  .ill.  loan  fund  out  of  money 

NASHVILLE  —  As  student  loan  applications  pour  into  United  Methodism's  Board 
ol  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  at  the  rate  of  up  to  50  a  day,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  loans  and  scholarships  Esther  Edwards  (right)  and  loan  officer 
Shirley  Vaughan  survey  the  latest  stack  they  will  have  to  refuse  because  loan  funds 
are  exhausted.  Dr,  Edwards  said  one-half  million  dollars  in  special  gifts  and 
offerings  from  local  churches  would  be  needed  immediately  to  honor  the  requests. 

UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO 

“ Best  seller’  since  1939 


PRINCETON,  N.J.  —  In  the  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  (RSV), 
Jesus  says,  “.  .  .  if  any  one  forces  you  to 
go  one  mile,  go  with  him  two  miles.” 

But  in  the  new  edition  of  the  RSV, 
scheduled  for  publication  in  the  mid- 
1 980’s,  Jesus  may  well  suggest  going  the 
extra  kilometer. 

Because  the  United  States  is  expected 
to  switch  to  the  metric  system  in  the  next 
decade,  the  RSV  committee  is 
considering  a  similar  change. 

Hundreds  of  other  changes  are  also 
under  consideration  for  what  is  to  be  the 
most  substantial  revision  of  that  Bible 
translation  since  its  publication  in  1952. 
The  RSV,  which  is  the  only  translation 
authorized  by  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox  leaders, 
has  sold  more  copies  than  any  modern 
version.  It  was  produced  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Education  and 
Ministry,  which  holds  the  copyright. 

The  purpose  of  the  revision,  according 
to  committee  Chairperson  Bruce  M. 
Metzger,  is  to  produce  a  still  more 
accurate  translation,  based  on  new 
information  about  the  ancient  Hebrew 
and  Greek  scriptures,  and  to  reflect 


Missouri  mincemeat  elected  ‘winner’ 


By  CATHRAN  CUSHMAN 

MARYVILLE,  Mo.  —  “Mmmm!  Smell 
that  mincemeat!”  was  heard  often  as 
people  passed  by  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here  and  sniffed  the 
spicy  fragance  wafting  from  the  church 
kitchen.  Another  October  had  rolled 
around  and,  as  usual,  members  of  United 
Methodist  Women  (UMW)  were  busily 
cooking  and  canning  hundreds  of  quarts 
of  their  delicious  mincemeat. 

Some  of  them  can  hardly  remember  all 
the  years  they’ve  gathered  at  the  church 
early  mornings  to  peel  apples  and  add 
the  meat  and  all  those  tastebud-tickling 
spices  which  bring  the  fragrant,  secret 
recipe  concoction  to  its  mouth-watering 
perfection. 

Recollections  are  that  the  traditional 
mincement  making  began  several 
decades  ago.  was  abandoned,  then 
resumed,  The  records  show  that  soon 
after  the  two  Maryville  Methodist 
churches  merged  in  1939,  the  Methodist 
Women’s  Society  was  organized.  One  of 
the  Society’s  four  divisions  sought 
projects  to  finance  various  commitments 
they  wished  to  assume  for  their  church. 
Thus,  for  the  annual  church  bazaar  that 
year,  these  dedicated  "pillars  of  the 
church”  decided  to  make  and  sell 
mincemeat.  One  of  their  members,  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Ogden,  graciously  divulged 
her  prized  mincemeat  recipe  and  the 
ladies  were  soon  in  production. 

Approximately  50  UMW  members  are 
involved  each  October  in  the  peeling, 
cooking,  canning  and  sealing  process. 
The  recipe  probably  adds  “a  large 
amount  of  love,  plenty  of  faith  and 
determination  and  stir  with  a  song  in 
your  heart,”  between-the-lines. 

According  to  Mrs.  J.  A.  Anderson, 
chairwoman  of  the  project  since  1954, 
only  the  finest  of  Jonathan  apples  and 
choice  meats  are  used  in  the  closely- 
guarded  recipe.  The  meat  is  always 
cooked  in  advance,  then  on  the  two  days 


Foster  grandma  loses 
aches ,  pains  in  service 


DENTON,  Tex.  (RNS)  -  Cornelia 
Ford  is  a  senior  citizen,  but  she  doesn’t 
feel  that  she  has  been  put  “on  the  shelf.” 
A  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  she  is  one  of  13,000  persons 
across  the  country  who  have  participated 
in  the  “Foster  Grandparents"  program 
since  it  was  launched  in  1965. 

Funded  in  part  by 
the  federal 
government,  the 
program  is 
designed  to  give 
low-income  older 
Americans  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  work 
part-time  with 
mentally  retarded 
youngsters. 

It  has  two  major 
giving  the  elderly  a 


Cornelia  Ford 
advantages 


chance  to  engage  in  useful  activities,  and 
providing  a  needed  social  service  for 
children. 

Mrs.  Ford,  who  is  80,  has  six 
grandchildren  of  her  own.  But  she 
praises  the  “Foster  Grandparents” 
program  for  having  helped  “all  of  us 
walk  a  little  straighter  and  forget  our 
aches  and  pains.” 

In  addition,  the  United  Methodist 
laywoman  points  out.  "there  are  a  lot  of 
older  people  that  need  this;  it’s  a  lot 
better  than  putting  them  in  a  rest  home. 

“We’re  rich  in  experience, "she  says. 
“And  the  children’s  lives  and  our  lives 
are  rich  in  the  love  we  share  together. 

There  are  100  “foster  grandparents"  at 
Denton  School  here.  They  serve  four 
hours  a  day,  five  days  a  week,  and  work 
with  children  in  "one-to-one” 
relationships. 


Archivists  plan  history  of 
women’s  contributions  to  church 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.  (UMC)  - 
Preliminary  planning  for  developing  a 
history  of  the  contributions  of  women  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
initiated  here  October  13-14  as  the 
denomination's  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  held  its  organizational  meet¬ 
ing  for  the  1977-80  quadbennium. 

The  study  of  women’s  contributions 
was  asked  by  the  1976  General 
Conference  which  stressed  that  it  was  to 
be  “racially  and  ethnically  inclusive.” 
No  date  has  been  set  for  completion  of 
the  volume. 

Bishop  John  B.  Warman  of  Harrisburg. 
Pa.,  was  elected  president  of  the 
commission.  Carroll  Hart  of  Atlanta. 
Ga  .  director  of  the  Georgia  department 
of  archives  and  history,  was  re-elected 
vice-president,  and  Prof.  Donald  K 
Gorrell  of  United  Theological  Seminary 
in  Dayton.  Ohio,  was  chosen  secretary. 
The  Rev.  John  H.  Ness  Jr.,  was  re¬ 
elected  executive  secretary. 


In  other  business  during  its 
organizational  meeting,  the  commission 
reviewed  a  number  of  projects  in  process 
or  recently  completed,  and  heard  its 
executive  secretary  urge  an  appropriate 
observance  in  1984  of  the  200th 
anniversary  of  the  “Christmas 
Conference"  in  Baltimore  which 
launched  Methodism  in  this  country. 

The  1976  General  Conference  asked  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  to  appoint 
an  appropriate  committee  to  develop 
plans  for  this  observance 

“This  will  not  be  solely  a  United 
Methodist  event."  Dr  Ness  said,  “for  it 
belongs,  too.  to  the  three  black  Methodist 
bodies,  the  Wesleyans.  the  Free 
Methodists,  the  Primitive  Methodists 
and  (other)  groups  (which)  came  out  of 
the  Wesleyan  tradition,  although 
Methodist  terms  are  not  evident  in  their 
names,  such  as  the  Nazarenes,  the 
Disciples  of  Christ,  and  others.  " 


that  the  hardworking  “mincemeat 
specialists”  gather  in  the  church  kitchen 
to  prepare  it,  they  take  time  out  for  a 
covered  dish  luncheon.  Their  dessert? 
Why,  hot  mincemeat  pie  and  coffee, 
naturally! 

This  year,  at  the  close  of  the  second 
long  day  of  its  preparation,  over  300 
quarts  of  the  spicy  pie-filling  stood 
shining  on  the  kitchen  counters  -  and  the 


women  wearily,  but  happily,  removed 
their  aprons. 

On  November’s  election  day,  as 
always,  the  mincemeat  was  in  evidence 
at  the  church  bazaar.  And,  as  usual,  it 
was  just  about  the  hottest  selling  and 
fastest  disappearing  item  there. 

Mrs.  Cushman  helps  to  make  that 
mouth-watering  mincemeat. 


MARYVILLE,  Mo.  —  Mincemeat  time  is  here  again.  And  the  women  of  the  church 
here  know  what  it  takes  to  produce  it  —  peeling  all  those  apples.  (See  related  story). 

PHOTO:  MARYVILLE  UMC 

Popular  Glide  tour  covers 
‘other’  San  Francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMC)  -  A  popular 
tour  service  operated  by  a  United 
Methodist  Church  here  which  frequently 
is  embroiled  in  controversy  has  received 
favorable  coverage  in  a  major  daily 
newspaper. 

The  three-hour  tours  through  the 
"other  San  Francisco”  not  usually  seen 
by  tourists  were  started  in  late  June  by 
Glide  Memorial  Church  and  are  so 
popular  space  must  be  booked  well  in 
advance.  A  guide  accompanies  the  tour. 

“If  the  46  people  in  the  bus  one  recent 
Sunday  are  any  indication,  the  tour  is 
performing  a  service  badly  needed  in 
every  major  urban  area.”  Michael 
Coakley  wrote  in  the  September  28 
edition  of  the  Chicago  Tribune. 

“It  is  one  thing  to  read  about  the 
problems  of  urban  renewal,  of  redlining, 
of  insensitive  landlords  and  inadequate 
community  services,"  Mr.  Coakley  said. 

“It  is  quite  another  to  be  staring  at  those 
problems.” 

The  tour  begins  in  the  Tenderloin 
District,  winds  into  an  old  warehouse 


district  where  street  artists  live,  stops  in 
a  Spanish-speaking  neighborhood,  enters 
an  area  of  decaying  Victorian  houses, 
visits  Haight-Ashbury,  and  concludes 
with  Chinatown  and  Japantown. 

“In  the  back  alleys  (of  Chinatown)  you 
see  the  poverty  and  the  children  working 
in  hot  restaurant  kitchens  to  prepare 
delicacies  for  gourmet  tourists.” 
reported  Mr.  Coakley. 

Discussed  along  the  way  are  such 
questions  as  “redlining.”  (“A  little  line' 
drawn  on  the  map  by  the  banks  so  they 
don’t  have  to  lend  money  to  the  working 
people  to  buy  a  house."  the  guide  says) ; 
and  what  happens  to  residents  when  a 
dilapidated  area  is  razed  for  re¬ 
development? 

Mike  Phillips.  Glide's  business 
manager,  told  the  reporter  that  the 
“purpose  of  the  tour  -  thought  to  be 
unique  in  America  —  is  to  point  out  the 
problems  and  achievements  of  minority 
neighborhoods  and  introduce  outsiders 
to  community  shops  and  restaurants.” 


contemporary  trends  in  the  English 
language. 

One  aim,  Dr.  Metzger  says,  is  to  “get 
rid  of  masculine-biased  language  that 
has  been  introduced  by  earlier 
translators.”  He  cites  as  an  example  the 
passage  in  Matthew  that  says,  “there 
men  will  weep  and  gnash  their  teeth.” 
The  original  Greek  does  not  use  the  word 
"men,”  he  says,  so  the  committee  has 
voted  to  change  it  to  read:  “weeping  will 
be  there,  and  gnashing  of  teeth.” 

Language  faithful  to  original 

Dr.  Metzger  stresses  that  the 
committee’s  first  concern  is  “to  remain 
faithful  to  the  original  Hebrew  and  Greek 
texts.”  In  many  cases,  the  masculine 
form  does  appear  in  the  original, 
reflecting  the  patriarchal  culture  of  the 
times.  Those  masculine  references  will 
not  be  changed,  he  says. 

The  RSV  Committee  consists  of  24  Old 
and  New  Testament  scholars  from  a 
variety  of  religious  backgrounds, 
including  representatives  of  the  Eastern 
Orthodox,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish 
faiths.  Dr.  Metzger  is  a  professor  of  New 
Testament  language  and  literature  at 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 

Moderate  translation 

“Because  we  are  a  committee,  we 
usually  end  our  discussions  by  taking  a 
moderate  position  on  issues  of 
translation  and  literary  style,”  Dr. 
Metzger  says.  “We  want  to  retain  as 
much  of  the  flavor  of  the  King  James 
version  language  as  possible  while 
improving  its  clarity  for  readers  today. 
We  all  have  different  ideas  about  where 
to  draw  the  line.” 

A  fine  line  is  the  one  between 
translation  and  paraphrase.  Dr.  Metzger 
points  to  the  passage  in  the  King  James 
version  of  Matthew  in  which  the  robbers 
who  were  crucified  with  Jesus  join  others 
in  mocking  him  and  are  said  to  “cast  the 
same  in  his  teeth.”  “That  phrase  does 
not  appear  in  the  original  Greek  —  it  is  a 
free  translation,”  he  says.  “The  literal 
translation,  which  is  used  in  the  RSV, 
says,  *.  .  .  they  reviled  him  in  the  same 
way.’  ” 

One  decision  the  RSV  committee  has 
already  made  is  to  abandon  the  use  of 
"Thou"  and  “Thine”  in  speech 
addressed  to  God.  Those  pronouns  were 
replaced  in  speech  addressed  to  people  in 
the  first  edition  of  the  RSV,  he  qotes. 

1952  edition  criticized 

The  RSV  translation  and  literary  style 
might  be  considered  conservative  in 
comparison  with  some  new  translations, 
such  as  Today’s  English  Version  and  The 
Living  Bible,  he  concedes.  This  contrasts 
?harply  wjth  the  situation  in  1952  \vhqp 
publication  of  the  RSV  brought  jtrong 
criticism  from  some  who  believed, 
according  to  Dr.  Metzger,  that  “strange 
things  had  been  imported  into  the  Bible.” 

In  fact,  he  says,  the  RSV  is  a  more 
accurage  translation  than  the  King 
James  version  because  it  is  based  on 
older  manuscripts  discovered  after  the 
King  James  Bible  was  published. 

“The  Bible  was  copied  by  scribes  time 
and  again  and,  over  the  years,  errors 
were  made,  he  explains.  "The 
manuscripts  on  which  the  RSV  is  based 
are  almost  1000  years  older  than  the 
manuscripts  used  in  producing  the  King 
James  version  and  so  they  contain  fewer 
errors.” 


Henderson  Settlement 
Mission 

Children’s  Home 
Frakes,  Kentucky  40940 
Telephone:  [606]  337-3613 

Staff  needed:  Two  dedicated, 
Christian  couples  as  houseparents 
for  needy,  dependent,  neglected 
children  in  the  mountains  of 
Southeast  Kentucky.  Couples 
without  children,  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  moral  and 
ethical  standards  will  be  con¬ 
sidered.  Salaried  or  Volunteer  - 
Room,  Board,  Fringe-Benefits, 
vacations. 


The  Bible 
\bur  Children  Will 
Read,  Understand 
and  Enjoy 


Simple,  beautiful  language 
combines  with  graphic 
illustrations  to  give  a 
panoramic  view  of  the 
Scriptures  in  six  paperback 
volumes.  Each  volume  is 
thoroughly  researched  for 
Bible  accuracy. 

from  DavidCCook 

ELGIN  ILLINOIS  WESTON  ONTARIO 


FOR  CHRISTMAS 

with  this  coupon 

SAVE  s1.00 

off  the  regular  price  of  $6.95 
Take  to  your  bookstore 
Expires  Dec.  31, 1976 

Tothe  Dealer  Reorders  postmarked  Dec.  31.  1976 
or  before  will  be  billed  on  a  $5  95  list  price  basis 


Com  mission  ers 
to  meet 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  THE 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST  will 
meet  this  Friday.  November  12.  This  is 
the  first  meeting  of  the  newly  elected 
Board,  and  they  will  review  policy,  take 
up  business  matters  pertaining  to  the 
paper's  operation,  and  discuss  the 
subscription  campaign 

The  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Office 
of  the  Bishop  in  New  Orleans.  The  Rev 
Spurgeon  Dunnam,  III,  Editor  of  the 
UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER, 
will  also  attend  this  meeting. 


Do  you  know? 

That  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana,  like  all  successful 
Foundations,  is  supported  by  the  Annual 
Conference.  This  assures  the  donors  that 
their  gifts  and  bequests  will  go  for  the 
causes  they  choose  and  not  for  office 
operation. 

UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION 
OF  LA 

1010  Mid  South  Towers 
Shreveport.  La  71101 
(318)  222-86% 

ClvdeS  Clark  -  Director 


Winnsboro  64 Ladies ”  share  arts 9  talents 


Missions  Sunday  observed 


next  Sunday  evening ? 


What  are  you  doing 

Reports  of  interesting  Sunday  evening 
services  filter  in  to  this  office,  and  this  is 
a  healthy  sign.  Our  churches  may  not  be 
open  around  the  clock,  but  indication  is 
that  many  are  open  and  have  significant 
programs.  attracting  large 
participation,  on  Sunday  evenings. 

Our  Louisiana  Area  has  led  the  entire 
Church  in  the  evangelistic  effort  during 
the  past  year,  and  leaders  in  the  Area 
feel  that  evangelism  will  and  must  move 
ahead  in  the  years  ahead  It  is  felt  that 


perhaps  Sunday  evening  is  a  time  .t 
which  the  growth  of  the  church  can  be 
stimulated. 

SO  —  if  interesting,  or  unusual,  or 
ordinary  activities  are  taking  place  in 
your  church  on  Sunday  evenings  —  won’t 
you  let  us  know  about  them?  We  can  then 
share  these  ideas  and  information  with 
readers  across  the  Conference.  Maybe 
you  will  glean  a  few  ideas  from  others. 
Let  us  hear  from  you. 


Lake  Charles  District  welcomes  Shamblins 


Members  and  friends  of  First  Church, 
Winnsboro.  shared  and  enjoyed  their 
hobbies  and  talents  at  a  recent  luncheon 
meeting  of  their  United  Methodist 
Women’s  organization. 


An  “Arts.  Crafts  and  Hobbies  Show" 
was  a  highlight  of  the  luncheon.  On  view 
were  displays  of  painting,  hand  crafts, 
needlework  (including  a  number  of  old 
family  quilts).  monogramming. 


photography  and  hand  tinting  of  photos 
and  portraits.  Christmas  decorations  and 
gifts.  One  member  showed  items  which 
she  had  collected  on  her  world-wide 
travels. 


Winnsboro  United  Methodist  Women 
displayed  their  many  talents. 


at  St.  Paul\  Monroe 


Laity  Day  for  the  Hodge  Church  was 
observed  on  October  17.  with  laymen  of 
the  church  in  charge  of  the  morning 
worship.  Guest  speaker  for  the  special 
service  was  former  Governor  John 
McKeithen.  After  the  service  a  covered 
dish  dinner  was  held  in  the  church 


fellowship  hall. 

Participants  in  the  service  included  the 
persons  shown  in  the  accompanying 
photograph  ( 1-r) :  Terry  C.  Lowe.  Pastor; 
Max  Robinson.  James  Woods;  B  E. 
Hathaway.  Lay  Leader;  and  Governor 
McKeithen. 


Shown  at  the 
reception  for 
Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Shamblin 
at  Lake  Charles  are 
(from  left):  Mrs. 
Odell  Simmons. 
Bishop  Kenneth 
Shamblin.  Mrs. 
Shamblin.  Mrs 
Marilyn  Blount,  the 
Rev.  Henry  C 
Blount  and  the  Rev. 
Odell  Simmons 
The  reception,  held 
at  First  Church. 
Lake  Charles, 
followed  the 
District  preaching 
rally  on  October  31. 


Mrs.  William  McCutheon,  wife  of  the 
church’s  pastor,  in  a  brief  message  to  the 
group,  pointed  up  God-given  talents  and 
the  individual’s  responsibility  in 
developing  and  using  these  talents  both 
for  personal  jov  and  the  enrichment  of 
all 


Missions  Sunday  was  observed  on 
October  17  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  in 
Monroe.  Guest  speaker  for  the  occasion 
was  Rev.  Kenneth  B  McIntosh.  Field 
Representative  for  the  Division  of 


Education  and  Cultivation  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  serving  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

Mr.  McIntosh  spoke  both  at  the  two 
morning  worship  services  and  to  a 


general  assembly  of  the  church  school 
His  recently  established  position  in  the 
Jurisdiction  brings  him  closer  to 
churches  which  have  need  for  his 
services. 


Shown  at  St.  Paul's  Mission  Sunday,  are  (from  left):  Charles  Sherrod.  Mrs.  Sherrod.  Roy  Lange.  James  W.  Moore.  Jr.. 
Chairman  of  the  Work  Area  on  Missions;  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  McIntosh.  Pastor  of  the  church  is  Stone  W.  Caraway. 
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;  Church  is 
1000  club  recipient 

The  First  Call  of  The  1000  Club  is  two- 
thirds  along  the  way.  and  the  Ivanhoe 
Church  in  the  Lafayette  District  is  the 
recipient.  The  Call  went  out  for 
September-October-November,  and  you 
still  have  time  to  answer  this  appeal  for 
the  church  which  was  started  on  March 
12. 1961. 

Beginning  with  22  members  on  Charter 
Sunday,  the  congregation’s  pastor 
shared  duties  with  other  churches  until 
1972.  In  interim  periods  Ivanhoe  had  the 
services  of  a  retired  minister,  the  Rev. 
R.  R.  Branton.  From  1972  until  June  of 
the  current  year,  pastors  served  also  as 
directors  of  Wesley  Foundation  at  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana. 
Now  the  Revs.  Randall  and  Nancy 
Gammill  are  in  their  first  year  as  team 
pastors.  The  church  is  moving  ahead. 

The  “Call’’  points  out  some  significant 
facts  about  Ivanhoe  —  “We  are  .a 
church  seeking  greater  mission  to  the 
community  ...  We  seek  to  become  a 
church  that  keeps  pace  with  the  rapid 
growth  of  southwest  Lafayette  .  .  .  With 
the  help  of  the  1000  Club,  we  feel  we  can 
fulfill  the  calling  to  be  the  Body  of  Christ 
in  the  changing  city  .  .  .” 

The  existing  education  building  has 
been  renovated  to  serve  as  a  temporary 
sanctuary  seating  100  persons.  There  is 
great  potential  in  the  community  for  an 
enlarged  membership.  Won't  you  answer 
this  First  Call  of  1976-77?  There  is  still 
time. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey 

News  has  just  been  received  of  the 
death  Henry  A.  Rickey  of  Shreveport. 
Details  were  not  available  as  we  went  to 
press  but  the  information  indicated  that 
he  met  his  death  in  an  automobile 
accident  in  Shreveport  last  Saturday.  Dr. 
Rickey  was  well-known  in  the  conference 
having  served  most  recently  at  Aurora 
Church.  New  Orleans  before  his 
retirement  last  year. 


“Upper  Room” 
Devotional  is  by 
New  Orleans  pastor 

Readers  of  the  “Upper  Room”  will  be 
interested  to  know  that  the  devotional  for 
December  9th,  1976  was  written  by  the 
Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade,  pastor  of  the 
Napoleon  Avenue  Church  in  New 
Orleans. 

“The  Upper  Room”  is  reputedly  the 
most  widely  read  daily  devotional 
booklet  in  the  world,  with  three  to  five 
million  readers  in  the  United  States  and 
an  additional  two  or  three  million 
readers  of  40  different  editions 
throughout  the  world. 

Sager  Hr  own 
featured  in 
“ The  Interpreter" 

Featured  in  the  October  1976  edition  of 
the  INTERPRETER  magazine, 
program  journal  of  the  general  UM 
Church,  is  Sager  Brown  School  in 
Baldwin. 

In  a  three-page  article,  which  includes 
human  interest  pictures,  the  article  gives 
an  historical  sketch  of  the  school, 
describes  its  location  and  program,  and 
points  up  the  need  for  support  of  the 
school.  Emphasizing  the  expensive 
educational  costs  and  building  needs,  the 
article  expresses  the  Christian  impact  of 
Sager  Brown,  noting  that  .  Sager 
Brown  is  about  love,  warmth  and 
congeniality.  .  .” 

Sager  Brown,  as  pointed  out  in  the 
magazine,  is  an  approved  Advance 
Special  project.  Gifts  may  be  sent  to  your 
Local  Church  Treasurer  or  to  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  When  you  give  to  an 
Advance  Special  project.  ALL  of  the 
amount  given  is  directed  to  that  project. 


Emmanuel  Church  renovates 


Emmanuel  Church,  located  near 
Natchitoches  in  the  Alexandria  District, 
is  renovating  the  sanctuary  and 
installing  much  needed  plumbing  and 
heating. 

Recently  the  District  Board  of 
Missions  presented  a  gift  of  $300.  to  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Alex  Johnson,  to  help 
defray  the  expenses.  When  the  project  is 
completed  the  church’s  “new  look"  will 
have  little  resemblance  to  the  old 
building,  according  to  the  District 
Superintendent  A.  Jerome  Cain. 


Eleven  pastors  helped  in 
“We  Care''  mission  at  Winnfield 


Youth  Evangelism 


"We  Care ”  at  Winnfield.  (photo  courtesy  WINN  PARISH  ENTERPRISE-NEWS 


AMERICAN.  Winnfield.) 

Ministers  from  10  churches  throughout 
Louisiana  came  to  Winnfield  Church  in 
mid-October,  to  take  part  in  a  “We  Care” 
Mission  sponsored  by  the  church.  They 
joined  with  Rev  Eskel  Tatum,  the 
Winnfield  pastor  in  making  this  an 
outstanding  event. 

Mr.  Tatum  pointed  out  that  there  were 
no  sermons,  but  good  singing  and  time 
for  prayer,  fellowship,  discussion, 
witnessing  and  worship  Visiting 
ministers  travelled  at  their  own  expense, 
and  were  guests  in  homes  of  members  of 
the  local  congregation.  Every  age  group 


Bishop  Shamblin 
inducted”  as  Cajun 


Jerome  Cain  presents  check  from 
Alexandria  District  Board  of  Missions  to 
the  Rev.  Alex  Johnson.  Pastor  of 
Emmanuel. 


Bishop  J. Kenneth 
Shamblin  is  now  an 
official  “ Cajun ”, 
according  to  a 
proclamation  is¬ 
sued  to  him  by 
the  Mayor  of 
Lafayette.  and 
presented  by  Hal 
Butts.  Chairman  of 
the  Administrative 
Board  of  First 
Church.  Lafayette. 

The  Rev.  W.  O 
Lynch  (left)  is 
shown  here  with  the 
Bishop  (center) 
and  Mr.  Butts 

during  a  recent  service  in  the  church.  Although  the  wording  on  the  certificate 
doesn't  "show,”  the  Bishop  appears  proud  of  this  special  honor! 


Convocation  is  this  weekend 


in  the  church  took  part  in  the  event,  and  a 
successful  Mission  was  reported 

Those  who  participated  along  with  Mr. 
Tatum  were:  James  W.  Ailor. 
Downsville;  G.  Eldred  Blakely, 
'Mansfield;  Raymond  Crofoot, 
Jonesville;  W.  D  Boddie,  Monroe  First; 
Jolly  B.  Harper,  retired.  Natchitoches; 
Terral  T.  Lowe,  Farmersville;  Merlin  W. 
Merrill,  Trinity.  Ruston;  Robert  R. 
Miller.  Trinity,  Alexandria;  Fred 
Schwendimann,  Oak  Grove;  and  John  H. 
r  Sewell,  North  Highlands,  Shreveport. 


Conference  youth  are  meeting  in  Baton 
Rouge  this  Saturday,  November  13  for  a 
Convocation  on  Youth  Evangelism.  The 
event  will  take  place  at  Broadmoor 
Church,  and  the  Rev  Dr  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  pastor  of  First  Church.  Baton 
Rouge,  is  the  keynote  speaker  Dr.  Doug 
McGuire  is  host  pastor  The  Rev.  Willis 
Dear.  Associate.  First  Church.  Slidell,  is 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator. 

Stated  purposes  of  the  convocation 
include  the  enabling  of  persons  to 
understand  what  it  means  to  respond  to 
the  call  of  God  and  to  commit  oneself  to 
Christ  as  Lord;  to  understand  that  every 
Christian  youth  is  responsible  for  witness 
in  word  and  life-style;  and  to  explore  a 
variety  of  approaches  to  evangelism  in 
such  forms  as  worship  and  preaching, 
small  growth  and  study  groups,  music, 
drama,  media,  church  school  and 
service. 


The  meeting  will  begin  at  10  A  M  and 
will  continue  until  5  P  M.  During  the  day. 
ten  seminars  are  scheduled  These 
include  such  interesting  topics  as:  clown 
ministry;  serendipity;  puppet  ministry 
music  ministry;  media;  devotional  life 
drama:  Appalachian  Service  Project 
Church  School  and  Confirmation;  and 
Worship  and  Preaching. 

The  Conference  Youth  Team,  which 
has  been  working  with  Willis  Dear  on 
planning  this  exciting  day  are:  Will 
Calhoun,  Baton  Rouge  District  .  Reginald 
Dyson.  Hammond  District;  Darryl  Tate. 
Lafayette  District;  John  Hull.  Lake 
Charles  District;  Bill  Young,  Monroe 
District;  Karen  Koelemay,  New  Orleans 
District;  Sylvia  Seeliger,  Ruston 
District;  and  Linda  Mosley.  Shreveport 
District 

Registration  fee  is  $1.50,  including  a 
box  lunch. 


(  ( )M.  Board  of  Discipleship 


sponsor  “conversations 


“Conversations  with  Hayden  Sears,”  is 
a  two-place  event,  sponsored  jointly  by 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and 
the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship 
The  meetings  will  be  held  in  one-day 
sessions  on  November  30  at  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston;  and  on  December  1  at 
First  Church.  Baton  Rouge.  The  time  is 
10  A  M.  to  2  P  M  on  each  day,  and  the 
Rev.  Doctor  Sears,  pastor  of  First 
Church.  Mesa,  Arizona  will  be  special 
guest  at  both  meetings 

An  announcement  from  the  Conference 
COM  office  points  out  that  Doctor  Sears 
.  has  built  a  sharing-caring 
Christian  community  through  his  church 
school  in  which  a  very  high  level  of 
participation  and  outreach  has  been 
achieved.  Seventy-two  per  cent  of  church 
members  are  in  worship  each  Sunday  at 
this  church.’ ' 

The  sessions  will  be  conducted  in 
informal  conversation,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  experience  will  help 
each  participating  church  in  its  efforts 
within  the  Church  School.  Each  pastor  is 
being  urged  to  bring  at  least  two  lay 
persons  to  the  meetings,  particularly 


Hayden  S.  Sears  will  lead  informal 
conversations  on  participation  in  church 
schools. 

those  involved  in  the  church  school. 
There  is  no  cost,  other  than  personal 
transportation  and  a  meal. 


Hodge  Church  holds  Laity  Day 
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Editorials 


Prison  abolition  support  off  base 


The  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
given  $5,000  to  an  organization  whose 
goal  is  the  abolition  of  all  American 
prisons  ( see  TM/UMR,  Nov.  5 ) . 

Women’s  Division  staff  members  have 
described  the  support  given  the  Prison 
Research  Education  Action  Project  of 
New  York  as  “risking  money”  in  order  to 
explore  all  possibilities  for  a  better 
criminal  justice  system  in  our  nation. 
They  say  that  “at  this  point”  the  division 
does  not  advocate  —  as  project  leaders 
do  —  the  abolition  of  prisons,  the  freeing 
of  99  per  cent  of  all  prisoners  and  the  end 
of  punishment  as  a  valid  part  of  our  legal 
system.  Division  money,  they  say.  is 
being  used  to  pursue  study  and  research 
into  “possible  alternatives”  to  our 
present  criminal  justice  system. 

Careful  examination  of  the  facts, 
however,  suggests  that  the  project  being 
supported  goes  well  beyond  research.  We 
question  whether  Women’s  Division 
members  fully  understood  what  they 
were  voting  to  support,  and  if  such 
support  is  responsible  use  of  funds 
contributed  by  United  Methodist  Women 
across  the  church. 

The  project,  according  to  the  word  of 
its  director  in  conversations  with 
TM/UMR,  is  not  involved  in  “research” 
in  any  conventional  sense  of  the  word.  It 
is  an  advocacy  project  in  which  the 
division’s  money  will  be  used  to  prepare 
a  training  manual  to  teach  persons 
already  committed  to  abolition  of  prisons 
how  to  accomplish  their  goals.  Division 
money  is  not  being  used  to  seek  out  truth, 
but  to  support  a  cause  approved  neither 
by  the  directors  of  the  Women’s  Division 
nor  by  United  Methodists  in  general. 

The  prison  abolitionist  cause  appears 


not  to  recognize  the  inherent  sinfulness  of 
human  beings,  and  the  responsibility  of 
any  political  system  to  protect  those  who 
obey  the  law  from  the  abuses  of  those 
who  do  not.  The  aims  of  the  abolitionists 
also  appear  to  be  in  direct  contradiction 
to  the  basic  thrust  of  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  section  on 
Crime  and  Rehabilitation,  which  states 
in  part:  “To  protect  all  citizens  from 
those  who  would  encroach  upon  personal 
and  property  rights,  it  is  the  duty  of 
governments  to  establish  police  forces, 
courts,  and  facilities  for  rehabilitation  of 
offenders.” 

We  support  legitimate  research  into  all 
options  for  criminal  justice  and  im¬ 
proved  legal  systems,  including  research 
into  the  concept  and  implications  of  “a 
society  without  prisons.”  We  believe  this 
is  a  vital  area  of  Christian  concern,  and 
may  be  worth  some  “risking”  money  to 
pursue.  But  we  also  believe  that  our 
church  and  all  its  agencies  have  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  make  sure  that  what  they 
support  is  the  exploration  of  possibilities 
and  not  the  blind  espousal  of  causes  they 
know  little  about. 

The  decision  already  made  and  its 
directors  no  longer  in  session,  it  may  be 
too  late  for  the  Women’s  Division  to 
reconsider  its  support  for  the  abolition  of 
prisons  project.  Women’s  Division 
officials  and  project  sponsors  now  share 
the  responsibility,  however,  of  making  it 
plain  that  the  aims  of  this  project  do  not 
reflect  the  position  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  And  we  hope  future 
allocations  of  the  church  funds  by  the 
Women’s  Division  will  be  made  with 
greater  care,  and  be  backed  by  more 
complete  information  about  how  such 
funds  will  be  used. 


‘News’  and  ‘perspective’ 


“News  reporting”  by  its  definition  is 
more  the  process  of  telling  about  “ex¬ 
ceptions”  in  the  events  of  life  than  telling 
about  the  “usual”  or  “average.” 

A  case  in  point  is  the  action  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
concerning  the  abolition  of  prisons 
project  ( see  preceding  editorial ) . 

Two  questions  undoubtedly  will  be 
raised  about  our  coverage  and  editorial 
on  that  action:  (1)  Haven’t  you 
overplayed  or  “sensationalized”  an 
expenditure  of  only  $5,000  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  church  as  a  whole 
expends  more  than  $1  billion  a  year  in  its 
work? .  and  (2)  Why  do  you  focus  on  this 
one  action  rather  than  all  of  the  good, 
non-controversial  things  that  are  being 
done  with  the  church’s  money? 

There  is  validity  in  raising  both  ques¬ 
tions,  and  they  are  worth  the  constant 
consideration  of  editors  who  seek  to  pro¬ 
vide  their  readers  with  fair  and  balanced 
coverage.  There  are  also  valid  answers 
to  these  questions  which  are  worth  the 

Two  mission  board 
actions  commended 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  to  be  commended  for  two 
actions  taken  at  its  recent  meeting  in 
Denver. 

First,  the  Board's  decision  to  sell  its 
stock  holdings  in  the  Coca  Cola  company 
should  Coke  follow  through  with  plans  to 
purchase  the  Taylor  Wines  company  was 
wise.  This  action  should  serve  to  inform 
both  members  of  the  church  and  the 
public  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  no  way  supports  the  alcoholic 
beverage  industry. 

Second,  the  Board  staff’s  dispersal  to 
local  churches  in  the  Denver  area  on 
Sunday  morning  was  beneficial  This 
action  not  only  served  to  affirm  the 
Board's  support  of  the  local  church.  It 
undoubtedly  served  also  to  interpret  the 
Board’s  work  to  many  church  members 
more  adequately  than  any  number  of 
printed  communications  could.  We  hope 
this  practice  will  be  continued. 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Administrator;  Ken 
Thornton,  Comptroller;  Don  Arnold, 
Circulation  Mgr.;  Conference  Edi¬ 
tions:  Debbie  Christian,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  Clyde 
Chesnutt  and'Bud  Herron,  Associate 
Editors  .  Sharon  Mielke,  Senior  Staff 
Writer;  T.  Otto  Nall,  Contributing 
Editor;  Production:  Bill  Sybert, 
General  Manager,  TM/UMR  Pro¬ 
ductions;  Nick  Madaloni,  Acting 
Composition  Manager. 

Tbe  United  Methodist  Reporter  men* sins  an 
Independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing 
Its  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  Information 
and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism’s  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  In  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

The  Reporter  Is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Conferences  of  Texas  and  Is  published  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  as  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  The  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  maintains  no  official  relationship 
to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to 
any  of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publica¬ 
tion  for  30  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
which  publish  special  regional  editions. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P  O.  Box  1076.  Dallas,  Texas  75221 
Phone:  [214]748-6491 

Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes 

Individual  subscrtpUons:  $6.00  per  year  for 
National  edition;  rates  for  Annual  Conference 
editions,  and  far  groups  of  10  or  more  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  National  edition,  available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  form  3379  to  P.O. 
Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75221. _ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


My  W  ilucss 

I  affirm  God’s 
other  gender 

By  DONNA  C.  VEEDER 
Jordanville,  New  York 
I  believe  in  God’s  Other  Gender. 

I  believe  in  God. 

Creator  of  the  Universe 
And  all  things  in  it. 

Creator  of  the  Earth 
And  all  things  on  it. 

I  believe  in  this  Creator 
Forming  images  of  self 
To  people  Earth. 

The  feminine. 

The  masculine 
Of  equal  birth. 

The  mirror  twins, 

The  opposites 
Who  at  command 
Shall  govern  Earth, 

Dual  natures  of  God 
Of  equal  worth 

Who,  called  to  nurture  one  another 
And  the  world 

Were  meant  to  work  together 
Not  to  war. 

Remember  then 

The  complimenting  soul  of  God 

Divided  only 

For  this  journey  of  the  sod. 


Here  I  Stand 


NOVEMBER  12,  1976 


What  is  the  6 Methodist  way  ’ 
of  making  appointments? 


* 

Linda  Sullivan 


By  LINDA  B.  SULLIVAN 

Recently  while  announcing  to  the 
congregation  his  resignation,  our  pastor 
used  an  expression  that  started  my 
thinking  in  a  new  direction.  He  said  he 
felt  that  we  would  not  be  without  a 
minister  very  long  because  of  our 
“Methodist  way." 

Just  what  is  the  “Methodist  way?” 

Reviewing  in  my  mind  what  it  has 
always  meant  to  me,  I  remember,  as  a 
young  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
South,  in  the  Texas  Conference,  the  days 
when  our  pastors  and  delegates  would 
attend  annual  conference.  It  was  a 
time  of  suspense  for  the  church  people 
waiting  at  home  with  either  hope  or 
dread  that  our  pastor  would  be  sent  back 
for  another  year.  Few  people  knew  the 
ministerial  assignments  except  the 
bishop  and  his  advisors  before  they  were 
read  at  the  end  of  conference. 

I  have  come  to  realize  that  the  so- 
called  “Methodist  way"  of  ministerial 
assignment  does  not  mean  what  it  once 
meant. 

This  has  both  good  aspects  and  some 


very  bad  ones.  It  is  good  that  churches 
are  asked  whether  they  wish  to  have 
their  pastor  sent  back  for  another  year, 
or  would  it  be  best  that  he  be  transferred. 
Ministers  are  also  asked  this  same 
question,  and  in  the  case  of  an  impending 
move  are  given  the  right  to  approve  their 
new  appointments. 

This  is  the  “Methodist  way"  in  theory! 

In  my  church  we  have  found  that  this 
theory  does  not  always  work  so  well. 
Twice  in  a  little  more  than  two  years  our 
church  has  been  left  without  a  pastor  a 
few  weeks  after  annual  conference  when 
two  pastors  resigned  to  go  to  another 
church  in  another  conference.  These  two 
were  recruited  by  other  ministers  and/or 
churches.  One  went  to  a  larger  church  in 
a  larger  town  as  an  associate  pastor,  and 
the  other  went  to  a  much  larger  church  in 
a  city  as  coordinator  of  ministries. 

Is  this  the  “Methodist  way?” 

My  church  is  neither  the  smallest  nor 
the  poorest  in  the  New  Mexico 
Conference  (though  it  may  be  the 
prettiest! ).  Our  town  has  only  about  1900 
people,  no  doctor,  no  dentist  and  is  65 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Not  all  prayers  answered  ‘yes’ 


consideration  of  those  who  raise  them. 

On  the  first  question,  we  agree  that 
$5,000  is  a  relatively  small  amount  when 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  church’s 
entire  financial  picture  But  when  a 
matter  of  principle  is  involved,  any 
amount  of  money  is  significant.  A  bond  of 
trust  between  church  members  and 
church  agencies  and  their  leaders  is 
essential  to  the  overall  health  of  the 
church.  Members  of  the  church  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  every  cent  of  their 
contribution  is  used  responsibly.  And 
they  have  a  right  to  know  when  funds  are 
not  used  responsibly,  even  if  the  amount 
is  small. 

On  the  second  question,  responsible 
editors  should  be  concerned  about 
“perspective"  as  well  as  “news."  One 
questionable  action  does  not  discredit  the 
total  work  of  any  church  agency. 
The  Womem’s  Division’s  record  of  ser¬ 
vice  to  Jesus  Christ  through  the  years, 
and  its  good  stewardship  of  money,  have 
few  rivals  anywhere.  That  division  has 
courageously  led  the  church  on  a  number 
of  occasions,  and  continues  to  be  the 
backbone  of  our  church’s  mission 
involvement  around  the  world. 

Over  the  course  of  a  year,  TM/UMR 
focuses  much  more  often  on  the  “good 
news"  coming  from  our  church’s  agen¬ 
cies  than  on  the  flaws  in  their  work.  This 
is  because  our  agencies,  on  balance, 
serve  the  church  well.  When  our  respon¬ 
sibility  to  report  news  reveals  a  specific 
flaw  in  an  agency’s  work,  we  must  trust 
our  readers  to  remember  the  “good 
news”  of  that  agency’s  work  from  past 
reports.  Readers  have  the  responsibility 
to  judge  the  agencies  of  their  church  not 
only  on  the  basis  of  isolated  errors,  but  by 
manifold  successes  as  well. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

With  this  issue  Calvary  UMC  in 
Martinsburg.  West  Virginia  (Baltimore 
Conference)  begins  a  weekly  local 
church  edition  of  TM/UMR  whereby  its 
news  is  published  in  combination  with 
annual  conference  and  general  church 
news  and  mailed  to  each  of  500  member 
families. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Martinsburg  we 
say  “Welcome  ”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  TM/UMR  edition  informative  and 
that  you  will  feel  free  to  join  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  and  other  reader- 
response  columns. 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter). 


To  the  Editor 

I’m  writing  to  take  issue  with  an 
implication  of  your  October  1  picture  and 
cutline  —  “Prayers  answered”  —  that 
only  “yes”  is  an  answer  to  prayer.  If  I 
believed  that,  I’d  have  no  faith  left  and  I 
would  be  assured  that  I’ve  believed  in  the 
wrong  God. 

We.  as  professing  Christians,  claim 
that  God  sometimes  says  “no”  or 
“wait,”  but  never  are  these  answers 
publicized,  are  they?  It  has  really 
become  a  cliche,  I  think,  among 
churchmen  to  say  that  “my  prayer  was 
answered”  when  in  reality  that  meaning 
is  “Thank  God,  I’ve  gotten  the  answer 
that  I  want." 

Why  would  the  prayers  of  a  woman  for 
the  “ordination  of  women  to  the 
priesthood  and  episcopate”  be  more 
important,  more  meaningful  or  more 
sincere  than  my  prayers  as  a  mother  for 
the  safety  and  well-being  of  my  family? 

I  still  reel  from  the  blow  that  came  to 
our  family  last  October  when  our  son  and 
a  schoolmate  were  killed  instantly  in  an 
automobile  accident.  Where  was  the  God 
who  answers  prayers  then?  Had  He 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  my  pleas?  Had  He 
turned  His  back  to  me? 

Still,  I  believe.  Without  a  loving,  caring 
God  —  yes,  even  though  an  answer  was 
“no"  —  these  months  would  have  been 
unbearable.  He  has  given  me  strength 
and  courage  —  and  I  truly  believe  He  has 
put  His  arms  around  my  son  and  loved 
him  in  that  realm  of  life  we  call  eternity, 
as  I  did  and  long  so  to  do  in  this  life. 

Prayers  answered?  Yes,  but 
recognition  needs  to  be  emphasized,  too, 
that  "yes”  is  not  the  only  proof  that  they 
are  Else  — “Bah!  Humbug!" 

Mrs.  Sam  Varnell 
Johnson  City.  Tennessee 
(  li  a  relies  dotlging  sales 
lax  tire  morally  irran g 
To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  prompted  by  the 
increasing  public  discussion  of  tax 
exemptions  sought  by  church 
organizations. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  practice 
followed  by  many  churches  (including 
ours)  of  referring  to  charges  made  for 
various  things  such  as  dinners,  concerts, 
etc.  as  a  “donation"  is  nothing  but  an 
evasion  of  the  state  sales  tax  laws.  We 
are  unwilling  to  go  to  the  extra  trouble  of 
collecting  and  reporting  the  tax.  so  we 
adopt  a  subterfuge. 

Any  subterfuge  or  misrepresentation  is 
morally  wrong,  and  in  my  opinion,  a 
church  is  setting  a  very  poor  example  for 
its  members,  as  well  as  presenting  a 
public  image  which  invites  criticism  by 
persons  seeking  grounds  for  criticism, 
when  said  church  follows  such  practices. 

I  venture  that  there  are  many  United 
Methodists  whose  consciences  are  not 
entirely  easy  concerning  this  practice 
Therefore,  if  there  is  a  sound,  proper 
basis  for  the  procedure,  a  full 
explanation  published  in  this  paper 
should  ease  many  minds.  (But  please 


Mr.  Dunnam 

I  got  a  lump  in  my  throat  when  I  went 
to  vote. 

As  I  waited  in  the  voting  line.  I  found 
my  mind  drawing  pictures  of  millions  of 
persons  across  the  United  States  with 
whom  I  was  joining  to  choose  our  coun¬ 
try’s  President.  I  saw  the  faces  of  young 
people,  old  people  and  middle  aged 
people  I  saw  the  rich  people  and  poor 
people  and  middle  income  people  I  saw 
men  and  women.  I  saw  Republicans. 
Democrats  and  Independents  .  .  . 
liberals,  conservatives  and  in-betweens 
I  saw  people  whose  skin  is  white,  brown, 
black,  yellow  and  red.  I  saw  city  people 
and  country  people  I  saw  Catholics. 
Protestants.  Jews  and  those  who  profess 
no  religion.  I  saw  people  from  all  walks 
of  life. 

And  I  realized  that,  in  the  quiet  secrecy 
of  the  voting  booth,  each  citizen's  vote 
has  exactly  the  same  value  —  no  more 
and  no  less  —  as  each  other  citizen's. 

Christians  believe  that  all  people, 
whatever  their  standing  in  life,  are  equal 


On  the  TIVI/UMIl  Rent 

A  religious  realization 
while  waiting  to  vote 


before  God.  I  can  think  of  no  place  where 
this  God-given  equality  of  all  human 
beings  is  affirmed  so  tangibly  and  with¬ 
out  exception  as  in  an  American  voting 
booth. 

In  a  world  where  most  people  have  no 
choice  in  who  governs  them,  each  of  us  is 
able  to  make  a  choice,  albeit  a  limited 
one.  More  important  than  whether  our 
candidate  wins  or  loses  when  the  votes 
are  tabulated  is  the  sure  knowledge  that 
the  candidate  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the 
people  voting  will  be  our  nation's  leader. 
We  can  take  for  granted  that  the  loser 
believes  in  our  system  as  much  as  the 
winner,  and  will  not  attempt  to  seize  by 
force  what  was  denied  by  the  people’s 
ballots. 

We  have  had  ample  reason  in  recent 
years  to  be  disillusioned  by  parts  of  our 
nation’s  political  system  Even  with  all 
its  defects.  I  give  thanks  to  God  that  I  live 
in  a  land  whose  leaders  are  chosen  by  the 
votes  of  the  masses— all  of  us. 

-  SPURGEON  M  DUNNAM  III 


don’t  give  us  an  “easy  answer"  such  as, 
"This  is  an  accepted  practice,”  or 
“Everyone  does  it!”) 

Otus  Albright 
Naples.  Florida 

f  or  faster  serriee... 

To  the  Editor: 

In  an  October  8  “Letter  to  the  Editor,” 
Lindbergh  Stephons  had  some  very  kind 
words  about  the  brochure,  “Strength  for 
Hospital  Days.” 

The  brochure  is  a  product  of  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division. 
However,  for  faster  service,  anyone 
wishing  to  order  copies  of  the  brochure 
should  address  the  request  to  the  Service 
Center,  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  7820  Reading 
Road,  Cincinnati.  Ohio  45237. 

John  A.  Murdock 
New  York,  New  York 

(»ire  as  the  address 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  paper  is  great  and  I  depend  on  it. 

Thanks  for  the  article  regarding  the 
Choristers  Guild  in  the  October  8  issue. 
But  why  didn’t  you  tell  us  where  to 
address  inquiries? 

Florence  Trimble 
Gilroy,  California 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Those  who  wish 
more  information  about  the  Choristers 
Guild  may  write  to  P.  O.  Box  38188, 
Dallas,  Texas  75238. 

Ilisliop  explains  ahsenee . 
affirm  s  pa  rlieipa  t i a n 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  October  22  article  reviewing 
the  meeting  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  you  reported  that  of 
the  nine  bishops  who  are  members  of  the 
board,  only  four  of  the  nine  put  in  an 
appearance. 

I  cannot  speak  for  the  other  bishops  on 
the  board,  but  as  for  myself,  I  did  not 
receive  word  of  my  assignment  to  the 
board  until  September  27,  and  did  not 
receive  notice  of  the  board  meeting  until 
several  days  after  that.  My  schedule  in 
the  Arkansas  area  for  the  week  the  board 
meeting  was  held  contained  a  seminary 
trustees  meeting  I  had  promised  to 
attend,  a  Cabinet  meeting  scheduled 
weeks  earlier  and  two  district-wide 
meetings  scheduled  around  my  calendar 
weeks  earlier. 

I  wrote  George  Outen  that  I  regretted 
very  much  not  being  able  to  attend  but 
that  notice  came  too  late  for  me  to 
change  the  calendar  for  an  entire  week. 

I  believe  that  the  bishops  assigned  to  a 
general  board  should  be  there  as  active 
participants.  This  will  be  my  intention. 
As  a  new  bishop,  I  felt  it  to  be  very 
unfortunate  that  the  board  assignments 
were  not  made  in  ample  time  to  make 
attendance  possible.  This  delay,  of 
course,  made  it  impossible  for  the  board 
offices  to  notify  me  earlier  as  to  the  date. 

Be  assured  that  I  am  deeply 
committed  to  the  concept  that  the 
episcopal  members  should  be  actively 
involved  in  board  work.  Their  leadership 
role  should  be  evidenced  at  that  point.  Be 
also  assured  that  as  a  new  bishop  I  intend 
to  be  a  “squeaky  wheel"  at  the  point  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  completing  the 
assignment  process  earlier  so  that  a  new 
bishop  can  get  in  on  the  first  meeting  of 
his  board  responsibility. 

Kenneth  W.  Hicks 
Little  Rock.  Arkansas 

Church  ritual  Jar 

tlirorcc  ilc/tlorcil 

To  the  Editor: 

If  I  were  not  a  Christian,  I  would  have 
been  merely  amused  by  your  article 
concerning  a  church  ritual  for  divorcing 
persons  (TM/UMR.  Oct.  22).  The 
implication  was  that,  while  some  of  us 
“churchpersons”  might  be  shocked,  it 
was  good  to  bring  Christian  divorce  ( both 
the  husband  and  wife  were  “lifelong” 
members  of  the  church)  out  in  the  open 
and  let  the  church  officiate.  Although  the 
term  was  not  used,  the  implication  that 
the  church  was  to  put  its  seal  of  approval 
on  Christian  divorce  when  all  else  had 
failed. 

I  wonder  if  the  liberal  attitudes  we  so 
pride  ourselves  on  have  anything  to  do 
with  a  sister  article  about  concern  that 
we've  lost  a  million  members  in  the  past 
decade.  Has  any  organization  since  the 


Corinthian  church  been  able  to  pride 
itself  on  being  more  open-minded? 

You  know,  it’s  almost  a  shame  that 
God  isn’t  as  open-minded  as  we  are.  The 
Lord  himself  said.  “Whosoever  shall  put 
away  his  wife,  saving  for  the  cause  of 
fornication,  causeth  her  to  commit 
adultery”  and  “for  this  cause  shall  a 
man  leave  his  father  and  mother,  and 
cleave  to  his  wife;  and  they  twain  shall 
be  one  flesh:  so  then  they  are  no  more 
twain,  but  one  flesh  What,  therefore  God 
hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  put 
asunder.” 

I’m  not  submitting  that  divorce  is  a 
social  stigma  or  that  there  is  no  place  in 
the  church  or  in  God’s  service  for 
divorced  people.  We  were  all  sinners 
before  we  came  to  Christ  and  we’re  only 
saved  sinners  now.  But  should  our 
church  officiate  at  sin?  If  we  Christian 
married  couples  lived  according  to 
Ephesians  5,  and  wives  submitted  to 
their  husbands  and  we  husbands  loved 
our  wives  as  Christ  loved  the  church  — 
how  can  we  divorce  each  other?  Did 
Christ  give  up  on  the  church?  If  God  is  at 
the  center  of  our  lives,  we  cannot  not  love 
our  spouse.  He  commands  it. 

Christ  taught  that  we  should  repent, 
come  to  Him  and  be  saved.  With  a  ritual 
for  divorce  aren’t  we  saying,  “Do  your 
own  thing  and  come  to  Jesus;  you  are 
saved."  Where  is  repentance?  Where  is 
turning  from  our  sins? 

Marc  Bockmon 

Dallas,  Texas 


miles  from  a  larger  town  where  more 
services  and  shopping  are  available.  The 
youth  of  our  town  have  not  been  able  to 
stay,  or  been  attracted  back,  because  of 
the  lack  of  jobs.  Consequently,  our 
church  membership  consists  mostly  of 
older  people.  There  is  not  much  to  offer  a 
minister,  especially  a  young  one,  except 
people  —  but  that’s  what  the  church  is  all 
about ! 

What  of  the  churches  that  recruit 
ministers?  Evidently,  they  (the 
ministers  and  church  officials)  think  it’s 
all  “up  to  snuff”  to  call  a  minister  from 
another  church  and  another  conference. 
They  are  larger,  richer,  and  in  a  city  with 
all  its  advantages  (and  its 
disadvantages).  It  is  possible  that  it  has 
a  larger  percent  of  active  members, 
more  youth,  more  young  married 
couples,  etc.  But  basically,  these 
churches  can  offer  what  any  church  can 
—  people. 

Is  such  recruiting  the  “Methodist 
way?” 

Have  we  made  a  farce  of  church 
assignments  being  made  by  the  Bishop 
and  his  Cabinet,  and  the  announcement 
of  them  at  annual  conference? 

Are  we  going  to  continue  to  play 
“musical  chairs"  from  the  time  of  one 
annual  conference  to  the  next? 

Are  we  going  to  be  forced  into  having 
ministers  sign  yearly  contracts  as 
teachers  do.  in  order  to  have  a  pastor  all 
year? 

By  the  way,  did  1  ask?  Just  what  IS  the 
“Methodist  way?” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Linda  B. 
Sullivan,  is  a  member  of  the  UMC  in 
Sanderson,  Texas  (New  Mexico 
Conference). 

I  saw  the 
church  in  an 
unusual  gift 

By  ALETHA  K.  FAUST 

At  the  foot  of  a  hill  that  was  covered 
with  green  forest,  stood  the  round  hut 
that  was  built  of  clay  and  thatched  with 
grass.  This  served  as  a  place  of  worship 
for  the  young  Christian  group. 

It  was  filled  with  people.  Joy  and 
expectation  were  written  on  their  faces, 
so  one  seemed  to  forget  the  shuffling,  the 
noise  and  the  heat.  I  looked  at  them. 
What  did  it  mean  to  them?  As  they  sang 
they  stood  in  untidy  rows.  There  was  & 
lad  who  held  in  his  arms  a  white  rabbit.  It 
hopped  to  the  floor  and  hid  by  the  wall. 

The  offering  was  being  taken.  These 
people  had  learned  to  give.  There  were 
those  who  didn’t  have  even  a  penny,  so 
they  placed  a  handful  of  peanuts,  or  a  cup 
of  corn,  or  rice,  or  a  yam  into  the 
calabashes.  It  was  as  though  their  giving 
was  like  that  of  the  widow  who  gave  two 
mites  The  offering  was  brought  forward 
to  be  blessed. 

Then  it  happened.  The  lad  stepped 
forward  with  the  rabbit  and  said.  “I  love 
Jesus  and  what  I  have,  I  must  give  Him.” 
He  placed  this  special  gift  into  the  hands 
of  the  leader. 

At  that  moment  His  Spirit  seemed  to 
fill  the  room.  His  presence  was  real. 
Floods  of  love  filled  my  whole  being  as  I 
was  made  aware  that  this  was  the 
Church  of  Christ.  This  young  Nigerian 
Church  continues  to  be  a  place  where  the 
power  of  His  Spirit  is  at  work. 

Aletha  K.  Faust  is  a  member  of  the 
Evangel  UMC  in  Holton,  Kansas. 


Tfou’re  looking  at  a  black  page 
in  our  history. 

We  need  more  of  them. 

And  the  way  to  get  them  is  by  giving  black  youth  the 
chance  to  develop  their  inner  strengths. 

That’s  the  aim  of  the  12  black  colleges  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

And  it  requires  millions  of  dollars  every  year. 

But  a  solid  education  is  still  the  best  way  to  mine  the 
precious  gold  in  a  young  mind. 

It’s  our  place  to  provide  the  right  environment.  Even  if 
what  we  can  give  amounts  to  only  one  brick  in  a  building. 
That  brick  will  serve  as  a  stepping  stone  for  a  student’s 
higher  education. 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  help,  please  contact 
the  pastor  administrative  board  of  your  church,  or  vt 


M  The  Black  College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 


George  Washington  Carver 
teaching  a  class  at 
Tuskegee  Institute 
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Churches  to  respond 


Step  taken  to  unity 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  A  statement  of 
‘‘emerging  theological  consensus”  was 
approved  here  Nov.  6  without  a 
dissenting  vote,  but  after  sharp  debate, 
as  a  foundation  for  further  steps  toward 
possible  union  of  10  major  U.S.  religious 
bodies. 

The  action  by  delegates  to  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU) 
asked  the  parent  churches,  among  them 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  to  study 
and  respond  to  the  consensus  statement 
during  the  next  year.  COCU  will  meet 
soon  after  that  to  deal  with  the  response. 

The  adoption  and  referral  of  the 
consensus  document  was  the  culmination 
of  three  years  work  by  a  study 
commission  headed  by  United  Methodist 
theologian  John  Deschner,  Dallas.  The 
document  brought  up  to  date  most  parts 
of  a  1970  plan  of  union  sent  to  churches 
for  study  and  response.  Not  included  in 
the  latest  work  were  portions  of  the 
earlier  plan  covering  organization  of 
local  congregations. 

Appended  to  the  statement  was  a 
series  of  “alerts”  which  said  the  future  of 
Christian  unity  in  the  U.S.  is  threatened 
by  racism,  sexism,  bureaucratic 
institutionalism  and  exclusiveness  in 
local  congregations.  (See  TM/UMR, 
Nov.  5.) 

-  Most  controversial  among  the  chapters 
was  the  one  on  ministry.  As  finally 
agreed  on,  it  calls  for  ordained  ministries 
of  deacons,  presbyters  and  bishops. 


The  chapter  also  notes  that  there  will 
be  “various  lay  offices  in  the  church, 
including  some  in  which  lay  persons  are 
solemnly  and  publicly  set  apart  for 
special  ministries." 

A  landmark 
action  was  the 
election  and 
installation  of 
COCU’s  first 
woman  president, 
the  Rev.  Rachel 
Henderlite  of 
Austin,  Tex.  Dr. 

Henderlite,  retired 
professor  of 
Christian  education  Rachel  Henderlite 
at  Austin  Presbyterian  Theological 
Seminary,  is  also  the  first  ordained 
woman  minister  of  the  century-old 
Southern  Presbyterian  Church. 

Another  landmark  action  here  was  the 
admission  of  the  National  Council  of 
Community  Churches  as  a  10th  member 


of  the  union  movement,  the  first  new 
addition  since  1967.  The  Community 
Church  group,  a  new  kind  of  participant 
for  COCU,  is  a  body  of  some  185 
congregations  with  125,000  members 
located  primarily  on  the  West  coast. 

The  other  nine  denominations 
comprising  COCU  are:  UMC,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church, 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Episcopal  Church,  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.,  United  Church  of  Christ,  and  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  A. 


Casino  gambling  beats 
religious  coalition 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  staff  writer 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  Casino  gambling 
won  approval  handily  here  last  week  in 
the  reverse  of  a  David  and  Goliath  type 
match  which  pitted  .opponents  armed 
with  $15,000  against  gambling  advocates 
armed  with  well  over  a  million  dollars. 

Voters  were  asked  in  the  New  Jersey 
referendum  to  approve  amending  the 
state’s  constitution  to  legalize  gambling 
in  Atlantic  City.  A  similar  referendum 
calling  for  legalized  gambling  state-wide 
was  overwhelmingly  defeated  two  years 
ago. 

Spearheaded  by  the  New  Jersey 
Council  of  Churches,  a  coalition  of 
religious  bodies  led  the  anti-casino 
campaign  this  year,  as  they  did  in  1974. 
Council  of  Churches  executive  director 
.Paul  L.  Staff  told  TM/UMR  the 
difference  in  dollars  meant  battling  a 
huge  advertising  and  media  blitz  merely 
from  church  pulpits,  leaflets,  letters  to 
the  editor,  free  TV  and  radio  time. 

But  other  factors  were  significant  in 
the  defeat.  The  “limiting”  of  casino 
gambling  appealed  to  many  who  didn’t 
want  it  in  their  neighborhood,  but  were 
sympathetic  if  the  fading  resort  city  of 


Atlantic  City  wanted  to  put  up  with  it. 

“Emotional  appeals,  misleading  and 
downright  deceptive  advertising” 
portrayed  the  $17  million  in  proceeds  as 
being  earmarked  for  senior  citizens  and 
the  disabled.  Mr.  Stagg  said.  (It  was 
deceptive  in  not  including  the  word 
“eligible.”) 

The  promise  of  jobs  in  a  state  with  a 
high  rate  of  unemployment  won  the 
support  of  some  labor  unions. 

But,  Mr.  Staff  said,  “a  lot  of  people 
wanted  to  believe  the  pro-casino  forces,” 
even  in  the  face  of  persuasive  arguments 
which  cited  more  welfare,  crime,  higher 
police  costs  and  an  additional  million 
dollars  needed  for  traffic  control  alone. 

The  New  Jersey  religious  community 
was  solidly  opposed  to  the  gambling 
proposition  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
group  of  Atlantic  City  clergy.  “United 
Methodists  stood  strong  with  us,”  he 
said,  and  noted  that  Bishop  Dale  White 
had  issued  a  pastoral  letter  against 
casino  gambling. 

The  “real  issue”  for  the  people  of  any 
state  is  economic  development.  It’s  a 
choice  between  turning  to  legalized 
gambling— to  luck  and  to  chance— or 
looking  for  solid  alternatives,  he  said. 


Wanted: 


Retired  craftsmen 
for  4 repair  mission ’ 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

LeROY,  Ill.  —  “Wanted:  Retired 
craftsmen  who  aren’t  too  tired  to  serve 
the  Lord  on  a  part-time  basis.” 

With  that  captivating  bait,  retiree 
Henry  H.  Schaeffer  here  is  hoping  to 
catch  at  least  twenty  “Roving  Volunteers 
in  Christ’s  Service”  (and  their  wives) 
and  begin  a  mobile  ministry  to  missions 
and  churches  across  the  nation. 

Mr.  Schaeffer’s  plan  is  to  match  up 
churches  needing  building  repairs  and 
remodeling  with  skilled  craftsmen  who 
have  the  time  and  the  means  —  via 
camper,  trailer  or  mobile  home  —  to  get 
there. 

Already,  he  says,  he  has  requests  from 
several  needy  church  missions,  one  of 
which  has  21  buildings  awaiting  repairs. 
By  February,  he  hopes  recruiting  will  be 
finished  and  his  caravan  on  the  move. 

The  group  will  work  half-time  and 
relax  and  sightsee  the  other  half,  as  it 


J  PERSONAL-SIZE  EDITIONS 

9  The  New 
English  Bible. 

Wfe\e  priced  this  splendid 
translation  so  everyone  can  afford  it. 


Low-priced  Gift  and  Award 
Editions  of  the  New  English 
Bible.  Added  feature:  a  new  set 
of  Bible  study  helps  by  William 
Barclay.  Convenient  size.  From 
only  $5.95. 
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moves  from  warmer  southern  states  in 
winter  to  other  parts  of  the  country  as  the 
weather  warms.  Former  carpenters, 
electricians,  plumbers.  masons, 
painters,  roofers,  back  hoe  operators  and 
hopefully  a  building  contractor,  will 
supply  the  skill  and  labor  with  materials 
furnished  by  other  organizations. 

Each  couple  must  be  self-supporting 
and  free  to  travel,  he  says,  provide  their 
own  insurance,  and  expect  to  donate 
their  time  and  labor.  In  return,  they’ll 
have  the  chance  to  “serve  the  Lord  by 
working  with  other  Christian  craftsmen 
to  perform  an  organized  useful  service,” 
see  the  country,  and  acquire 
“considerable  Christian  growth”  as  a 
part  of  the  group. 

To  aid  in  that  growth,  he  hopes  one  of 
the  retired  recruits  will  be  a  "reborn 
Christian  pastor,”  on  hand  to  nurture 
spiritual  needs  and  conduct  Bible 
studies. 

Particularly  welcome,  too.  will  be 
wives  with  special  skills.  Mr.  Schaeffer 
says,  such  as  nursing,  typing  and 
accounting,  hairdressing  and  barbering, 
sewing,  and  crafts  and  recreation  know¬ 
how. 

The  son  of  a  Methodist  minister,  Mr. 
Schaeffer  says  he  and  his  wife  decided 
long  before  their  own  retirement  that 
they  would  spend  their  retirement  years 
“serving  the  Lord  in  a  useful  way.” 
Recently  retired  after  30  years  in 
business,  they’re  now  ready  to  hit  the 
road  with  some  fellow-“roving 
volunteers." 


Classified 

RATE  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 

PIZZA  PARTY  -  Church  supper  Youth  group 
conferences,  ballgames  -  may  be  used  as  youth  fund 
raiser  Write  GMMC  -  PIZZA  PARTY.  1112  Davidson 
Rd..  Nashville.  TN  37205  <  615  )  353-0920 


"ADULT  EDUCATION:  The  Open  Door  $6 
"Mirror  for  Marriage"  -  $6:  "Spanish  Speaking 
Heroes"  $6.  "AMERICAN  INDIAN  HEROES"  $6 
Dr  Roger  Axford.  2351  E  Pebble  Beach  Tempe.  AZ 

JOIN  ANTHONY  WEBSTER'S  sixth  group 
Comprehensive  Tour  Israel  plus  Athens  First  Class 
Dec  28- Jan.  7.  Brochure.  P  O.  Box  253.  South 
Houston.  Texas  77587  (  713)  944-1539 _ 

HUSBAND-WIFE  DIACONAL  TEAM  Husband 
Church  Business  Administrator-Director  of 
Evangelism.  Wife  Director  of  Christian  Education 
Both  dedicated,  excellent  references  MA  Degrees 
Available  January  Reply  TM/UMR.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  TX  75221 
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Educators’ conference 
dishes  up‘smorgasbord ’ 


The  President-elect  at  his  home  church 

PLAINS,  Ga.  —  President-elect  Jimmy  Carter  greets  Sunday  School  children 
after  attending  services  at  his  home  church  here  during  the  campaign.  He  is  the 
third  Baptist  to  be  elected  President,  following  Harry  Truman  and  Warren  G. 
Harding,  a  Northern  Baptist. 

The  Southern  Baptist  congregation  here  is  embroiled  in  a  racial  controversy  as 
several  blacks  who  said  they  intend  to  join  the  church  have  been  denied  entrance  to 
Sunday  services.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Edwards,  who  disagreed  with  the 
action,  said  he  will  resign  regardless  of  whether  the  congregation  votes  to  remove 
him  on  Nov.  14.  religious  news  service  photo 

250  a  year  join  CEF 

Christian  educators 
increasing  in  church 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special  isn’t  true,  as  some  people  think,  that  lay 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  Christian  educators  are  being  replaced  in  large 
Educators' Fellowship  (CEF)  continues  numbers  by  ordained  ministers,"  Mr. 
to  grow  at  a  rate  of  approximately  250  -  Hipps  said. 


members  a  year,  statistics  show  —  an 
indication,  says  CEF’s  executive 
director,  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  turning  out  more  Christian 
educators  than  ever,  that  they’re  finding 
jobs,  and  that  they’re  eager  for 
continuing  educational  growth. 

CEF  is  a  professional  organization 
formed  in  1968  for  individuals  who  work 
as  church  educators. 

CEF  members  now  number  1,406,  most 
of  them  full-time  paid  professionals,  70  to 
80  percent  of  whom  are  affiliated  with  a 
local  church,  according  to  the  Rev.  R. 
Harold  Hipps.  But  increasingly.  Mr 
Hipps  said,  part-time  professionals, 
seminary  interns,  day  care  center 
directors  and  even  some  volunteer  local 
church  educators  are  joining  the  ranks  of 
the  organization,  which  is  more  than  95 
percent  United  Methodist. 

What  else  is  new?  The  number  of  small 
churches  now  hiring  professional 
educators,  he  believes.  “Churches  used 
to  think  that  unless  they  had  1,500 
members,  they  couldn’t  afford  a 
professional.  Now  we’re  getting  CEF 
members  from  500-member  churches, 
even  from  200-member  churches." 

If  CEF  membership  is  any  indication, 
most  men  educators  are  ordained 
ministers,  most  women  are  laypersons 
Mr.  Hipps  predicts  that  more  clergy 
women  will  be  filling  local  church 
education  posts  until  “we  get  rid  of  the 
sexism  that  prevents  ordained  women 
from  serving  in  other  capacities.” 

In  1975.  57.6  percent  of  CEF  members 
were  women,  42.4  percent  men.  Only  3.5 
percent  of  the  women  were  clergy,  while 
70.4  percent  of  the  men  were  ordained 
ministers  serving  in  educational  jobs 
Approximately  70  percent  of  CEF’s 
members  were  laypersons,  however.  “It 

Controversial 
hymn  dropped 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
hymn,  “It  Was  On  A  Friday  Morning.” 
appearing  in  the  Book  of  Worship  for  U.S. 
Armed  Forces,  will  not  be  included  in 
any  future  reprintings  of  the  hymnal. 

this  decision  was  made  by  Secretary 
of  Defense  Donald  Rumsfeld  in 
coordination  with  the  three  chiefs  of 
chaplains  who  comprise,  along  with  their 
deputies,  the  Armed  Forces  Chaplains 
Board,  Department  of  Defense  agency. 

The  hymn,  which  a  number  of  people 
held  contains  disrespectful  references  to 
God,  generated  8,000  letters  —  the 
“majority  questioning”  its  inclusion  in 
the  hymnal  —  a  spokesman  of  the  Armed 
Forces  Chaplains  Board  told  Religious 
News  Service  here. 

Many  of  the  letter  writers  asked  that 
the  hymn  be  removed  from  existing 
hymnals.  The  Division  of  Chaplains  and 
Related  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  had  asked  that  it  be 
removed  in  the  next  printing  (see 
TM/UMR,  July  23.) 


Part  of  CEF’s  increasing  strength,  he 
said,  comes  from  a  broadening  base. 
Forty-one  annual  conference  CEF 
chapters  are  now  in  existence,  including 
three  new  ones  this  year. 

Primarily  a  support  group,  the 
Nashville-based  organization  provides 
professional  training,  offers  personnel 
and  placement  services,  develops 
professional  standards  for  educators, 
and,  its  stated  purpose  says,  works  to 
“enhance  Christian  education  as  a 
vocational  commitment.” 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

PHILADELPHIA  —  A  rich 
smorgasbord  of  learning  experiences, 
one  dish  of  which  was  this  historic  city 
itself,  was  served  up  here  last  week  to 
more  than  800  predominantly  United 
Methodist  Christian  educators. 

Not  every  dish  suited  every  palate. 
And  not  everybody  was  at  ease  with  such 
a  dazzling  array  of  choices.  But  the  fifth 
biennial  conference  of  the  Christian 
Educators'  Fellowship  (CEF)  —  whose 
symbol  is  the  butterfly  and  whose  motto 
is  “You  can  fly  but  that  cocoon  has  got  to 
go”  —  followed  intentionally  a  design 
which  has  helped  boost  membership  in 
the  professional  organization  to  1,400  in 
eight  years.  (See  related  story.) 

Educators  from  63  annual  conferences, 
Canada  and  Germany  fanned  out  during 
the  four-and-a-half  day  event  to  learn 
more  about  their  heritage,  their 
personhood,  their  profession  and  to 
celebrate  —  four  major  focuses  around 
which  they  were  free  to  set  their  own 
agenda. 

Some  30  short  seminars  on  everything 
from  Bible  study  to  conflict 
management,  doing  theology  to 
institutional  racism,  vied  with  the 
attractions  of  the  city  and  two-day 
professional  labs  for  the  time  of  the 
educators,  many  of  whom  admittedly 
wanted  to  “do  it  all”  and  were  frustrated 
when  they  couldn’t. 

“CEFers  are  like  sponges,  seeping  it 
up,”  explained  Rosalie  Bentzinger,  Iowa 
conference  Christian  education 
staff  person.  “The  city  is  out  there  and  is 
a  part  of  the  conference.  Yet  many  of  us 
won’t  even  leave  the  hotel  as  long  as  so 
much  is  happening  here.”  Home  base  for 
the  conference  was  the  Philadelphia 
Sheraton  Hotel  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 

Choice  among  options 

Concerns  often  come  at  CEF 
conferences  —  which  previously  have 
been  held  in  Dallas,  San  Francisco, 
Boston  and  Green  Lake,  Wise.  —  when 
participants  have  to  choose  among  a 
wide  variety  of  options  instead  of  being 
channeled.  “It’s  really  difficult, 
especially  when  you  aren’t  act  ustom 
to  doing  it,”  said  Dr.  Edwin  Upton,  of 
Dallas,  CEF  president.  But  the  value  of 
the  conferences,  he  believes,  is  three¬ 
fold:  (1)  the  educator  acquires  new 
enthusiasm;  (2)  the  educator  can  draw 
on  his  or  her  own  needs  for  personal  and 
professional  enrichment:  (3)  the 
educator  gets  support,  “knowing  you’re 
not  alone  out  there,”  which  enhances 
both  personal  and  professional  growth 
(especially  helpful,  he  said,  for  those  who 
work  in  small  or  outlying  geographic 
areas). 

Emphases  change  from  conference  to 
conference.  Dr.  Upton  noted.  This  time 
personal  growth  experiences  were 
stressed.  Jane  Tecklenburg.  of  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  said  she  preferred  a  format 
which  “puts  the  program  actually  out  in 
the  urban  setting,  takes  advantage  of  it, 
as  was  done  in  San  Francisco  in  1970." 
Hopefully  each  time.  Dr.  Upton  said,  “we 
can  build  on  what  has  gone  before,  yet 
meet  different  needs.” 

A  high  point  for  many,  however. 


the  church  today 


Liquor  by  the  drink  referendum 
defeated  in  Oklahoma 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  A  proposed 
constitutional  change  legalizing  liquor- 
by-the-drink  went  down  to  defeat  here 
last  week.  A  leader  of  the  drink  drive  told 
United  Press  International  that  “rural 
religious  voters"  attracted  by  Jimmy 
Carter  plus  a  lack  of  support  from 
metropolitan  voters  were  key  factors  in 
the  defeat. 

The  measure  was  strongly  opposed  by 
the  Oklahoma  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  last  spring  and  its 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  The  Rev 
Dulaney  Barrett,  chairperson,  said 
earlier  the  proposition  would  only  mean 
“more  trouble  for  the  state”  and  that  it 
was  not  a  “wet-dry”  issue  since 
Oklahoma  already  permits  state  licensed 
package  liquor  stores. 

Bishops  call  church  members 
to  Thanksgiving  rededication 

RICHMOND,  Va  (UMC)  —  Almost  10 
million  United  Methodists  are  being 
called  to  make  the  Thanksgiving  season 
this  Bicentennial  year  a  time  of  national 
rededication  with  services  of  fasting, 
prayer,  repentance  and  commitment. 

In  a  letter  to  the  church's  some  30,000 
parish  ministers.  Bishop  W.  Kenneth 
Goodson.  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  asks  church  members  to  “offer 
thanksgiving  to  God  at  this  season  for  all 
of  His  blessings  upon  our  nation  and  for 
all  those  persons  and  movements  in  our 
heritage  which  have  reflected  a 
commitment  to  God’s  will  and  a 
commitment  to  those  values  that 
enhance  human  liberty,  dignity,  growth 
and  fulfillment.” 

"Thanksgiving,  however,  becomes 
only  hollow  ceremony  unless  it  motivates 


us  to  repentance  and  new  commit-  oriented  class. 


ments,”  the  letter  continues. 

World  leprosy  target  of 
special  January  observance 

BLOOMFIELD.  N.J.  (RNS)  - 
Thirteen  church  leaders  are  urging  their 
constituencies  to  observe  World  Leprosy 
Day.  Jan  30.  1977,  “as  a  means  of 
educating  the  public  to  the  needs  of  the 
fight  against  this  disease.”  Among  the  13 
are  John  A  Murdock,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division  of  the  United 


appeared  to  come  when  at  least  750 
participants  packed  the  sanctuary  of  old 
St.  George’s  Church  for  a  re-enactmen( 
of  a  love  feast  which  originated  with  John 
Wesley.  Many  responded  emotionally  to 
the  testimony  and  extemporaneous  con¬ 
gregational  singing  of  everything  from 
“The  Old  Rugged  Cross”  to  “We  Shall 
Overcome.”  They  shared  the  sweet  rolls, 
fruit  punch  and  noisy  conversation  that 
were  hallmarks  of  the  historic  “religious 
entertainment.” 

“The  experience  of  how  Methodism 
spread  really  came  alive  for  me,”  said 
the  Rev.  James  Robey,  a  minister  of 
youth  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  Others  said  it 
gave  a  sense  of  community  to  the 
conference.  And  for  others,  like  Haviland 
Houston,  a  seminar  leader  from  Atlanta. 
Ga.,  “it  took  me  all  the  way  back  to  my 
own  earliest  memories  of  the  church  and 
it  was  a  powerful  experience.” 

St.  George’s  Church,  the  world’s  oldest 
United  Methodist  Church  in  continuous 
service,  was  the  site  of  Francis  Asbury’s 
first  sermon  in  America,  and  also  hosted 
the  first  three  conferences  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  1770’s. 

Seminars  overflowed 

Meanwhile,  seminars  filled  up, 
overflowed,  and  extra  sessions  were 
added  in  courses  as  varied  as  alternative 
lifestyles  and  theology,  assertiveness 
training  and  Bible  study.  “I  came  here 
for  help  in  two  areas:  leadership  skills 
and  faith  development,”  said  the  Rev 
James  Thomas  of  Farmington  Hills, 
Mich.  “It’s  good  to  have  a  creative 
tension  between  the  practical  and  the 
theoretical.  These  conferences  do  a  good 
job  of  presenting  both.  I'm  getting  what  I 
need  and  I  can  take  it  home  and  use  it  in 
my  church.” 

TV  plug  pulled 
on  chaplains 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PHILADELPHIA  -  The  U.S.  Army 
was  represented  at  United  Methodism’s 
Christian  Educators'  Fellowship  (CEF) 
conference  this  year  —  at  least  by  its 
chaplains,  if  not  by  its  television 
equipment. 

Seventy-six  Army  chaplains  and 
directors  of  religious  education  attended 
the  CEF  meeting  this  year  instead  of 
holding  their  own  annual  conference. 

But  a  long-hoped-for  joint  in-house 
television  venture  which  would  have 
telecast  CEF  news  and  programming  to 
conference  participants  got  scuttled  by  a 
last-minute  Army  directive,  Lt.  Col. 
David  Compton,  of  Ft  McPherson,  Ga.. 
said. 

Plans  called  for  the  Army  to  provide 
the  TV  hardware  (equipment  and 
technicians)  and  CEF  personnel  to  do  the 
programming.  But  the  plug  got  pulled 
after  an  order  that  the  Army  could  not 
legally  join  up  with  a  church  (civilian) 
organization  in  such  an  undertaking. 

Nevertheless,  the  chaplains  and  43  of 
the  Army’s  57  civilian  directors  of 
religious  education  turned  up  for  the 
conference  and  conducted  a  CEF 
seminar  on  “Religious  Education  in  the 
Army.”  Col.  Compton  told  TM/UMR  he 
hopes  the  joint  meetings  will  continue 
and  sees  much  value  in  “our  knowing  one 
another  and  sharing  our  concerns  in 
ministry.” 


Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

According  to  their  joint  statement, 
"today  there  is  brighter  hope  than  ever 
before  that  this  ancient  and  disabling 
disease  can  be  conquered."  But  they 
noted  that  “despite  all  the  social  and 
scientific  gains  of  recent  years,  leprosy 
is  still  one  of  the  world’s  most  serious 
public-health  problems.  There  are  at 
least  15  million  cases  in  the  world:  fewer 
than  20  percent  are  under  regular 
treatment.” 

Bread  for  the  World  rates 
Congress  with  loaves,  crumbs 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  —  Bread  for  the 
World,  a  Christian  “citizen  lobby”  on 
hunger,  has  rated  the  U.  S.  Congressional 
members  by  a  “loaves  and  crumbs” 
scale. 

Based  upon  12  Senate  and  13  House 
bills  considered  by  the  94th  Congress. 
Bread  for  the  World  placed  42  senators 
and  148  representatives  in  its  “loaves” 
category,  but  relegated  18  senators  and 
30  House  members  to  a  list  of  those  who 
offered  only  “crumbs”  for  the  hungry 

Some  members  of  Congress  were  listed 
in  poor,  very  poor,  or  “absolute  zero" 
ratings  in  the  scale.  Four  senators  and  20 
representatives  received  a  rating  of 
excellent  for  their  "perfect”  record. 

UMC’s  ‘Scan’  rated  outstanding 
youth  radio  program 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  The 
National  Catholic  Association  for 
Broadcasters  and  Allied  Communicators 
will  present  two  awards  to  “Scan,"  a 
radio  program  of  the  American  Lutheran 
and  United  Methodist  Churches. 

“Scan"  will  receive  a  Gabriel  Award 
as  the  outstanding  national  produced 
radio  program  in  the  information  class 
and  a  Certificate  of  Merit  in  the  youth- 


11. M.  bishop  at  Geneva 

GENEVA  —  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  head  of  the  African 
National  Congress,  held  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  here  at  the  site  of  the  negotiations 
on  Rhodesia.  He  is  one  of  two  Protestant 
clergymen  to  head  black  nationalist 
delegations.  The  other  clergyman  is  the 
Rev.  Ndabanigi  Sithole.  a  United  Church 
of  Christ  minister,  founder  of  the 
Zimbabwe  African  National  Union. 

REt.IC.IOl’S  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


According  to  the  American  Lutheran 
Church,  which  produces  the  program  in 
cooperation  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  “Scan,"  seeks  to  communicate 
through  the  insights,  struggles,  pain  and 
growth  of  individuals  in  diverse 
situations,  helping  listeners  in  the 
discovery  of  commonality.” 

"Scan”  combines  interviews  along 
with  progressive  rock,  and  has  featured 
topics  as  family  and  personal  relations, 
alcoholism  and  drug  abuse,  global 
justice  and  world  hunger 


You  can  be 

a  part  of 
something  big 

See  the  new  World  Ser¬ 
vice  film  —  “A  Part  of 
Something  Big"  and 
learn  how. 

Order  from  your  con¬ 
ference  AV  library,  or 
rent  at  $10  from  United 
Methodist  Film  Service, 
1525  McGavock  St., 
Nashville.  Tenn.  37203. 


Discussion  materials  and 
publicity  for  "A  Part  of 
Something  Big"  can  be  ordered 
from  United  Methodist  Com- 
munications,  1200  Davis  St.. 
Evanston.  III.  60201.  ^ 
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Crime  problems  traced  to  ‘individualism  gone  mad 9 

A  philosophy  completely  contrary  to  Persons  determined  to  have  their  own  __ _  „  ..  ..  ^ ? 


A  philosophy  completely  contrary  to 
Christian  teaching  lies  at  the  heart  of 
both  the  rising  crime  rate  in  the  United 
States  and  the  continuing  failure  of 
society  to  call  it  to  a  halt,  claims  a 
renowned  scholar,  L.  Harold  DeWolf. 

That  philosophy  is  “rugged 
individualism  gone  mad.” 

And  Dr.  DeWolf  is  convinced  that 
Christians  as  the  ethical  leaders  of  the 
nation  must  come  to  terms  with  the 
complex  problems  of  crime  and 
punishment  and  give  guidance  to  society. 

The  criminal  justice  system  has  many 
related  parts  —  laws,  police,  courts, 
jails,  probation  and  parole.  Each  part 
desperately  needs  reforming  and  better 
management.  But  after  a  life-long 
interest  and  25  years  of  research  on 
crime.  Dr.  DeWolf  concludes  the  major 
causes  of  crime  lie  outside  the  criminal 
justice  system. 

The  big  break-down  in  the  citizenry 
throughout  society  is  the  philosophy  he 
calls  “rugged  individualism  gone  mad.” 

Overpowering  attitude 

All  crime-related  problems  can  be 
traced  to  this  “extreme  individualistic 
self-centeredness.”  This  attitude  is 
expressed  almost  perfectly  in  the  phrase 
“I  have  the  right  to  do  as  I  please,” 
which  has  overpowered  the  American 
value  of  a  citizen  voluntarily  sublimating 
individual  desires  for  the  greater  good  of 
the  community. 

“Individualism  gone  mad”  glorifies 
materialistic  success  and  “winning”  at 
whatever  the  cost  in  toughness  and 
violence.  This  attitude  is  reinforced  by 
violence  in  the  mass  media.  Dr.  DeWolf 
is  particularly  critical  of  fare  beamed  at 
children  which  portrays  the  “perfect 
solution”  as  one  in  which  you  get  the  best 
of  the  other  or  you  get  revenge  if 
someone  does  something  you  don’t  like. 

This  “streak”  in  American  culture  is 
“fracturing”  community  and  family  life, 
influencing  both  the  development  of 
crime  and  the  cries  for  social  revenge  on 
criminals. 


Persons  determined  to  have  their  own 
pleasure  and  to  do  their  own  thing  are 
disastrous  for  family  life  and  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  high  rate  of  divorce 
and  marriage  breakdown.  That,  in  turn, 
gives  rise  to  crime.  The  major  source  of 
juvenile  crime  is  in  the  fractured  family 
or  the  “non-family”  —  especially  among 
10  to  14-year-olds. 

“People  are  desperately  trying  to  get 
the  things  mass  media  and  social 
pressure  are  shrieking  they  must  have  to 
be  somebody.  Because,  one  way  or  the 
other,  you  have  got  to  succeed,”  he  says. 

Claw  way  to  top 

Since  all  persons  cannot  “claw  their 
way  to  the  top”  or  “win”  by  legitimate 
methods,  illegitimate  routes  are  taken. 
Those  “inside”  the  system  pad  expense 
accounts,  evade  taxes,  embezzle  and 
commit  fraud.  Those  “outside”  the 
system  burglarize,  steal  autos  and 
commit  larceny. 

When  self-interest  outweighs 
community,  there  a  re  other  “fractures:” 
(1)  social  divisions  by  ethnic  origin, 
education  and  economic  level  are 
accepted.  (2)  failure  to  report  crime  and 
refusal  to  testify  in  court  —  “I’ve  had 
enough  trouble  already.”  (3)  unconcern 
for  victims  —  “It  didn’t  happen  to  me,  so 
why  should  I  care?” 

Other  factors 

Compounding  the  problem  are  other 
factors  outside  the  criminal  justice 
system  which  bear  directly  on  the  rise  in 
crime.  Dr.  DeWolf  sites  these  as: 

•  A  selective,  high  rate  of 
unemployment,  particularly  of  youth 
under  20.  The  highest  incidence  of  crime 
is  in  youth  ages  16  to  20  with  age  18  the 
peak  year  for  violent  crimes.  In 
September,  40  percent  of  black  youth 
under  20  seeking  work  were  unemployed. 

•  The  prevalence  of  hand-guns,  which 
are  “designed  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  kill  people;" 

•  The  death  penalty  as  a  tool  of  social 
revenge. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  United  Methodists  have  been  called  to 
Jr  fa^  the  problems  of  crime  and  criminal  justice  in  the  United 

States  by  the  church’s  Council  of  Bishops.  In  the  Episcopal 
^  Address  delivered  to  the  General  Conference  in  April,  the 

K*  bishops  urged  the  church  to  join  all  Americans  in  solving  this 
social  crisis.  Numerous  annual  conferences  are  confronting 
\[  %  the  issues  as  a  high  priority. 

One  of  the  foremost  United  Methodist  leaders  helping  to 
explain  the  issues  to  the  church  is  Dr.  L.  Harold  DeWolf. 
Theologian,  former  seminary  dean  and  currently  professor  of 
sociology  at  Florida  Southern  College,  Dr.  DeWolf  has 
researched  and  written  two  books  “Crime  and  Justice  in 
Harold  DeWolf  America”  and  “What  Americans  Ought  To  Do  About  Crime.” 
TM/UMR  senior  staff  writer  Sharon  Mielke  interviewed  Dr.  DeWolf  last  month. 
This  article  presents  some  of  the  thoughts  he  would  share  with  the  church. 


The  end  to  the  woeful  list  of  causes  for 
crime,  however,  is  still  not  in  sight.  In 
addition  to  those  causes  outside  the 
criminal  justice  system,  Dr.  DeWolf 
points  to  the  “flagrant  injustices"  within 
the  criminal  justice  system  itself. 

Chief  among  these  injustices  is  the 
spasmodic,  unplanned  development  of 
criminal  law  which  results  in  confused, 
uneven  and  unequal  laws  and 
procedures.  For  example,  when  the 
nation  goes  on  a  “binge"  over  some 
particular  emotional  issue  —  such  as 
marijuana  and  drugs— laws  are  passed 
which  are  out  of  proportion  to  other 
criminal  laws.  A  few  states  decreed  life 
imprisonment  for  simple  possession  of 
marijuana,  although  those  states  have 
now  modified  that  law. 

Other  examples 

Next  on  the  list  of  injustices  are  what 
might  be  called  “socially  accepted 
crimes,”  those  that  seem  to  be  woven 
into  the  social  fabric  of  power  and 
poverty. 

Example:  Far  more  property  is  taken 
annually  from  citizens  through 
embezzlement  and  fraud  than  by  all  the 
Index  crimes  together  (such  as  criminal 
homicide,  forcible  rape,  aggravated 
assault,  robbery,  burglary,  automobile 
theft,  larceny  theft).  Yet  the  FBI  does 
not  count  them  in  its  statistics  of  crime. 


The  normal  penalty  for  embezzlement 
and  fraud  is  60-90  days  in  a  federal 
penitentiary.  But  the  person  who  makes 
an  unlawful  entry  and  steals  $1,000  will 
normally  spend  three  to  five  years  in 
prison. 

Example:  “Driving  while  intoxicated” 
(DWI)  offenders  kill  far  more  persons 


Secondly,  to  be  a  good  officer  is  a  very  joining  the  public  outcry  for  a  "get 
exacting  job  It  requires  thorough  tough"  policy,  longer  sentences  and 
Knowledge  of  the  law,  plus  bravery,  restoration  of  the  death  penalty 
courage,  wisdom  and  tact,  especially  Churchpersons  who  support  the  death 
tact  when  called  on  to  mediate  family  or  penalty  persist  in  adopting  the  Old 
domestic  quarrels.  Testament  law  of  "an  eye  for  an  eye" 

Yet  the  pay  for  the  officer  who  is  and  "a  life  for  a  life"  and  ignoring  Jesus’ 
expected  to  be  a  paragon  of  such  virtues  specific  teachings  on  the  subject  on  the 

•  ,u  Sermon  on  the  Mountand  at  other  points. 

What  then  is  the  result  of  all  the  Dr.  DeWolf  said  there  is  no  research 
rampant  individualism  and  causes  which  supports  the  “airy  theory”  that 
outmde  and  inside  the  criminal  justice  the  death  penalty  is  a  deterrent  to  crime 

rh,e,r<fSUlt'^SDrKD*W?Jf;.iS  In  fact’  research  comparing  crime  in 
o  land  the  U.S.  in  a  class  by  itself  in  states  which  never  have  used  capital 
terms  of  cnme  among  the  developed  punishment  with  those  who  have 
wor!?.:„.  . ,  ,  ,  j  „  indicates  the  opposite.  Georgia  which 

as  murders  V  *  mmeS'  SUCh  haS  the  higheSt  rate  of  ™rder  Per  100.000 

as  muraers,  persons,  has  executed  more  people  than 

•  Almost  total  lack  of  concern  for  and  any  other  state, 
aid  to  crime  victims.  While  some  persons  have  argued  that 

all  prisons  should  simply  be  abolished, 
Where  to  begin"  ^r-  DeWolf  does  not  agree.  Incarceration 

,  may  be  necessary  but  used  only  as  a  last 

What  can  be  done?  There  are  far  too  resort.  There  are  better  and  more 

.  .  many  "over-simplified  solutions”  to  the  Christian  answers  to  criminal 

each  year  than  murderers.  Again,  the  cnme  problem  already.  Dr.  DeWolf  rehabilitation,  he  believes  and  that  leads 

FBI  doesn’t  even  count  DWI  as  a  crime.  says.  Few  are  based  on  solid  research  to  a  second  purpose  for  the  system  which 

There  are  good  laws  on  the  books  in  and  even  fewer  address  the  complexity  he  favors, 

many  states  for  DWI,  but  they  are  not  of  the  issue. 

enforced.  The  key  to  the  log  jam  is  an  Second  Purpose 

Example:  Research,  indicates  the  “enlightened  public."  And  Christians  The  second  alternative  purpose  for  the 

person  who  can  post  bail  has  a  distinct  don’t stack  up  too  well  here,  he  admits.  criminal  justice  system  is  to  reduce  the 

advantage  in  court  over  the  person  who  Christians  have  a  pretty  strong  streak  number  of  victims  of  crime  and  place 
can’t  pay  and  stays  in  jail.  of  vindictive  self-righteousness,  he  said,  concern  for  the  victim  at  the  center  of  the 

Example:  Police  officers  told  Dr.  which  means  they  tend  to  see  people  as  legal procedings. 

DeWolf  in  many  departments  either  good  or  bad,  and  they  want  the  bad  What  positive  effects  could  this 

advancement  depends  on  being  an  punished.  Also,  Christians  tend  to  decision  about  the  criminal  justice 

“aggressive,  tough  cop  with  a  high  arrest  withdraw  from  "sinners”  -  just  as  system  lead  to?  It  would  lead  to  studies 

record."  But  the  officer  has  to  be  careful  people  did  in  Jesus’ time.  of  what  has  worked  in  other 

not  to  arrest  the  "wrong  people”  —  those  The  first  decision  Christians  and  industrialized,  complex  societies, 
who  have  money  or  influence.  So  the  way  concerned  citizens  must  make  in  the  U.S.  "Far  more  Christian"  models  of  how 
to  establish  a  good  record  is  to  arrest  is  what  they  want  the  purpose  of  the  crime,  treatment  of  offenders  and  care  of 

persons  who  aren’t  likely  to  be  believed  criminal  justice  system  to  be,  he  said,  victims  are  handled  as  part  of  national 

or  who  have  little  power  —  the  young,  the  Two  alternatives  are  possible.  policy  are  already  available,  Dr.  DeWolf 

poor,  the  minorities.  One  purpose  is  for  the  criminal  justice  found  in  his  on-site  visits  to  five  nations. 

At  the  same  time,  Dr.  DeWolf  said  he  system  to  be  a  tool  for  expressing  the  But,  he  said,  as  long  as  people  are 

has  “sympathy"  for  police  officers  for  public’s  anger  and  desire  for  vengeance  ignorant  or  undecided  about  what  they 

several  reasons.  First,  the  community  on  the  criminal.  want  from  the  criminal  justice  system 

usually  doesn’t  have  a  clear  picture  of  Although  a  conscious  choice  has  not  and  are  unwilling  to  work  at  restoring 
what  they  want  the  police  to  do  nor  of  been  made,  this  alternative  seems  to  “community”  things  will  continue  to  be 

what  police  are  up  against.  have  the  upper  hand  now  with  Christians  “a  fractured  mess." 


Exec  warns 
tactics  may 

violate  rights 

SILVER  SPRING,  Md.  (RNS)  -  An 
executive  of  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  has 
warned  that  the  “deprogramming"  of 
individuals  who  join  controversial  sects 
may  have  ‘‘religious  liberty 
implications.” 

“Though  proselyting  tactics  adopted 
by  some  religious  groups  are  certainly 
improper  neitner  state  authorities  nor 
overzealous  out  well  meaning 
individuals  have  the  right  to  kidnap, 
detain,  interrogate,  or  deconvert  mature 
individuals,”  said  Andrew  Leigh  Gunn, 
executive  director  of  Americans  United. 

The  United  Methodist  clergyman  said 
“the  right  of  individuals  to  change  their 
religion  has  always  been  central  to  the 
American  understanding  of  religious 
liberty.” 

Americans  United  noted  in  a  report 
that  "for  several  years,  a  nationally 
known  figure,  Ted  Patrick,  has  been 
engaged  by  parents  and  relatives  in 
deprogramming  children  who  have 
embraced  putatively  exotic  and  unusual 
religious  movements.” 

“Patrick’s  supporters  charge  that 
several  religious  groups  ‘program,’ 
‘brainwash’  and  ‘manipulate’  their 
converts,”  Americans  United  said. 
“Critics  of  Patrick’s  ‘deprogramming’ 
believe  that  he  has  overstepped  and 
perhaps  violated  the  religious  liberty 
guarantees  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  and 
the  constitutions  of  the  several  states." 

Americans  United  said  civil  authori¬ 
ties  in  several  states  are  contemplating 
investigation  of  several  controversial 
religious  groups. 

Mr.  Gunn  questioned  whether  “the 
state  has  the  right  or  competence  to 
make  such  religious  judgements.”  He 
said  that  "though  this  particular  church- 
state  issue  is  exceedingly  complex,  the 
free  exercise  clause  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution’s  First  Amendment  must 
take  precedence  over  other 
considerations.” 
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Tennessee  youth  service  project 
mushrooms  to  involve  700 


For  United  Methodists 

A  Celebration  of  the  Holy  Spirit 


FEBRUARY  16-18,  1977 


NASHVILLE  —  A  summer  service 
project  by  the  youth  of  a  United 
Methodist  Church  here  in  1974  has 
mushroomed  into  a  conference  project 
that  next  summer  will  involve  700  youth. 

“Mountain  TOP.  (Tennessee 
Outreach  Program)"  is  designed  to  help 
meet  the  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of 
people  in  Grundy  County  who  have  been 
neglected  or  forgotten.  The  meeting  of 
the  physical  needs  of  these  people,  says 
director  George  Bass,  “is  a  vehicle  for 
interacting  with  people  and  sharing 
Christian  love." 

The  dream  for  Mountain  T.O.P.  grew 
from  a  summer  work  camp  experience 
by  the  youth  of  Blakemore  UMC  here 
who  returned  home  determined  to  see 
that  a  similar  type  project  be  carried  on 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Tennessee 
Conference. 

Beginning  in  1975,  Mountain  T.O.P. 
operated  for  two  weeks  involving  15 
youth  groups  that  worked  with 
approximately  135  families  in  Grundy 
County.  This  past  summer.  21  churches 
worked  for  three  weeks  on  205  homes  in 
the  county.  Next  summer  the  project  will 
expand  to  include  families  in  four 


counties.  Last  month  the  project  started 
operating  weekends  to  provide 
winterization  and  improvements  on 
homes. 

“It’s  so  great  to  see  such  good  young 
people  —  I  didn’t  know  they  cared,” 
commented  one  Grundy  County  resident, 
according  to  Mr.  Bass  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  Tennessee  Conference  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  One  lady  simply 
said  “thank  you”  with  a  tear  in  her  eye. 

Another  side  to  Mountain  T.O.P. ’s 
success  is  the  effect  it  has  had  on 
participating  youth,  says  Mr.  Bass.  One 
young  person  said,  “I’m  going  to  use  my 
life  to  serve  others,  for  I  know  that’s  my 
responsibility  as  a  Christian.”  And  youth 
groups  from  Virginia  who  have 
participated  in  the  project  have  already 
made  progress  toward  beginning  one 
next  summer  in  their  conference. 

“That’s  what  Mountain  T.O.P.  is  all 
about  —  touching  the  lives  of  others,” 
Mr.  Bass  says. 

Patricia  Hearst 
joins  other  church 

SACRAMENTO  (RNS)  -  Patricia 
Hearst  has  been  accepted  into  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  is  regularly 
receiving  communion  in  prison, 
according  to  the  Episcopal  priest  who 
has  been  visiting  her. 

“I  think  her  religion  has  given  her 
strength,”  said  the  Rev.  Edward  John 
Dumke,  30,  an  assistant  priest  at  Trinity 
Episcopal  Cathedral  here. 

Miss  Hearst,  who  was  raised  and 
baptized  a  Roman  Catholic,  has  known 
Mr.  Dumke  since  she  was  a  student  at  the 
University  of  California  in  Berkeley. 

Mr.  Dumke  strongly  discounted 
suggestions  that  Miss  Hearst’s 
conversion  was  calculated  to  create  a 
new  public  image  of  her  as  a  religious 
person. 

“Absolutely  not,"  he  said  in  an 
interview  with  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 
“She  wanted  it  private.  I  wanted  it 
private,  because,  alter  all,  that's  the 
nature  of  a  pastoral  relationship.  I  did 
everything  within  my  power  to  keep  it 
out  of  the  news  media." 

He  also  stressed  that  “in  no  way  does 
her  becoming  Episcopal  mean  a  denial  of 
the  Catholic  Church.”  He  said  most 
Episcopalians  consider  their  church  a 
part  of  the  broad  Catholic  tradition  which 
includes  the  church  in  Rome  and  Eastern 
Orthodoxy. 

Mr.  Dumke  met  the  young  heiress 
through  friends  while  she  was  a  Berkeley 
student  and  he  a  seminarian  at  the 
nearby  church  Divinity  School  of  the 
Pacific. 


4th  Conference  on  Victorious  Living 
ORLANDO,  FLORIDA 

Sponsored  by  Methodist  Hour  International  and 
Bowdoin-Sowder  Crusades.  Last  year  people  came 
from  25  states. 

Here  are  some  of  our  21  outstanding  leaders: 


Mountain 

T.O.P. 

GRUNDY  COUN¬ 
TY.  Tenn.  — 
Sawing  away  on  a 
home  repair 
project  is  one  of  the 
young  people 
involved  in  the 
“Mountain  T.O.P.” 
program  last 
summer  that 
helped  more  than 
200  families  in  the 
county.  (See  story 
below.) 


Jamie 

Buckingham 


Mission  board  news  briefs 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  While  TM/UMR 
reported  last  week  the  major  actions  at 
the  church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting  in  Denver,  the  following  shorter 
stories  were  also  filed. 

Help  for  Uruguay 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DENVER  —  United  Methodism  will 
send  its  first  missionaries  to  the  South 
American  country  of  Uruguay  early  next 
year  as  a  part  of  a  $60,000,  five  year- 
emergency  project  to  help  bolster  the 
United  Methodist  Church  there. 

Missionaries  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church  left  Uruguay  in  1968  at  the 
request  of  Uruguyan  church  officials  who 
desired  to  “do  their  own  thing”  in  the 
wake  of  political  turmoil  which  split  the 
church.  Now  church  officials  in  Uruguay 
have  requested  two  missionary  couples 
from  North  America  be  sent.  A  third 
Methodist  missionary  couple  will  be 
sought  from  Europe. 

The  request  was  presented  here  Oct.  27 
by  the  Rev.  Oscar  Bolioli,  head  of  the 
Uruguayan  church  and  was  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  World 
Division  during  its  annual  meeting 
session. 

“The  political  polarization  of  our 
country  into  left  and  right  between  1968 
and  1972  also  split  the  church,”  Mr. 
Bolioli  said.  “We  lost  half  of  our 
members  and  16  of  our  pastors  who 
either  left  voluntarily  or  were  expelled. 
Now  it's  a  question  of  whether  we 
struggle  to  hold  the  line  or  aggressively 
move  ahead.”  The  five-year  program 
will  include  pastor  training  and 
evangelistic  outreach  programs.  The 
new  missionaries  will  serve  established 
churches  to  free  Uruguayan  pastors  for 
outreach  programs. 

McArthur  returns 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DENVER  —  Douglas  McArthur  has 
returned  to  Japan. 

This  time,  however,  he  doesn’t  work 
for  the  military.  He’s  a  missionary  under 
special  appointment  through  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  and  his  wife, 
Robin  McArthur,  will  be  working  with  an 
ecumenical  ministry  to  American 
service  personnel  there. 

They  are  two  of  approximately  100  new 
national  and  world  missionaries 
approved  for  service  through  the  United 
Methodist  Church  during  the  past  year, 
missionary  personnel  officials 
announced  here  during  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

In  addition,  these  McArthurs  are  black 
and  are  among  eleven  representatives  of 
ethnic  minority  groups  included  among 
the  new  missionaries. 

Racial  care  approved 

DENVER  (UMC)  —  An  affirmative 
action  group  to  study  ways  to  increase 
care  for  racial  and  ethnic  minority 
persons  in  United  Methodist  Church 
health  and  welfare  agencies  was 
approved  here. 

The  group,  established  by  the  Board’s 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Division, 
is  to  propose  methods  by  which  the  342 
hospitals,  homes  for  the  aged  and  other 
institutions  related  to  the  division  can 
raise  their  consciousness  about  the  need 
for  affirmative  action.  The  group  also  is 
to  develop  a  national  network  to  assist 
progress  in  affirmative  action  with 
technical  assistance,  material  resources, 
talent  banks  and  financial  supplements. 

A  report  on  the  employment  of  board 
staff  was  made  by  Ombudsman  Harry 


Gibson,  whose  office  was  set  up  in  1969  to 
monitor  a  new  pattern  of  inclusiveness  in 
staff  selection.  He  said  ethnic  minority 
members  now  total  23.4  percent  of  the 
total  staff  in  contrast  to  only  7  percent  in 
1969.  Two  ethnics  (blacks,  Asians, 
Hispanics  and  Native  Americans)  are 
associate  general  secretaries  and  no 
division  is  without  an-  ethnic  at  the  top 
executive  level.  ' 

While  commending  board  members  for 
trying  to  make  the  new  inclusiveness 
patterns  work,  Mr.  Gibson  also  spoke  of 
“demonic  forces  active  in  the  USA" 
which  have  caused  the  gap  between 
whites  and  others  to  widen  nationally. 

Jonah  Chang,  reporting  on  Asian 
immigration  into  the  U.S.  in  the  last  12 
years,  said  Filipinos  led  the  list.  Their 
numbers  doubled  for  a  total  of  400,000. 
Chinese  from  Formosa  and  Hong  Kong 
experienced  a  50  percent  increase  and 
now  number  500,000.  Koreans 
quadrupled  for  200,000  and  Vietnamese 
were  fourth  adding  300,000  people  in  1975- 
76. 

“There  are  more  Chinese  Christians  in 
the  USA  than  in  any  other  place,”  Mr. 
Chang  said.  One-fourth  of  all  Korean 
Christians  live  in  this  country. 

UMCOR  record  set 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DENVER  —  Behind  indications  that 
1976  may  be  a  record  year  for  fund 
raising,  the  United  Methodist  Committee 


on  Relief  (UMCOR),  allocated  more  than 
three  million  dollars  Oct.  27  for  relief  and 
development  projects  around  the  world. 
The  allocation  was  the  greatest  ever  in 
the  history  of  the  36-year-old  agency. 

Seventy  per  cent  of  the  $3,164,395 
allocated  was  earmarked  to  in  some  way 
attack  the  “root  causes”  of  world 
hunger,  according  to  Dr.  J.  Harry 
Haines,  who  heads  the  agency’s  staff. 
Coupled  with  money  already  committed 
to  the  hunger  problem,  more  than  three 
million  dollars  has  been  designated  for 
that  cause. 

Dr.  Haines  said  that  the  largest  single 
factor  in  the  record  level  of  contributions 
has  been  the  response  of  churchpersons 
to  the  earthquake  disaster  in  Guatemala 
earlier  this  year.  Nearly  2.3  million 
dollars  was  raised  for  relief  and 
rehabilitation  in  Guatemala. 

Support  Irish  peace 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DENVER  —  United  Methodists  will 
take  part  in  an  ecumenical  study  tour 
and  peace  rally  in  Ireland  this 
December,  designed  to  support 
initiatives  for  peace  in  Northern  Ireland. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  joined 
its  Women’s  Division  in  agreeing  to  send 
representatives  to  the  Dec.  1-6  rally, 
sponsored  by  the  “Peace  People  of 
Northern  Ireland.” 
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Church  groups  remain  young 


There  are  so  many  active  groups 
among  the  “Senior  Citizens"  of  the 
Conference,  it  is  beginning  to  look  as  if 
everyone  is  staying  young.  If  the  reports 
of  recent  activities  are  a  good  indication 
(and  they  seem  to  be),  then  the 
retirement  years  in  Louisiana  are  golden 
in  every  respect. 

From  the  Alexandria  District  comes  a 
report  of  a  Senior  Citizens  Camp  which 
was  held  at  Camp  Brewer  District 


Superintendent  Jerome  Cain  noted: 
"  .  cold  weather  ran  some  in.  and 

some  others  commuted."  but  the  spirits 
were  high.  Everyone  was  reported  to  be 
enthusiastic  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs 
Michael  McLaurin  helped  to  carry  out  a 
successful  program 
James  Christie,  pastor  at  First 
Church.  Crowley,  sent  a  picture  of  the 
"Young  at  Heart"  group  of  that  church 
when  thev  visited  the  Governor’s 


Mansion  in  Baton  Rouge.  They  had  lunch 
there  as  well.  Arthur  Dommert  is 
president  of  the  organization 

Odell  Simmons.  Pastor,  and  Douglas 
Cain,  associate  pastor  of  First  Church. 
DeRidder.  report  a  large  turnout  of 
"Young  at  Heart”  who  attended  the  first 
meeting  of  that  group  at  the  church  The 
group.  20  total,  met  for  a  luncheon  and 
fellowship. 


Alexandria  Senior  Citizens  Camp 


Shown  here  are  the  Rev.  Joe  McClain  and  some  of  the  Trail  Bosses  of  the  Pony 
Express  as  they  took  the  Trail  Boss  Oath. 

The  Ponies  are  riding  again 


Throughout  the  Conference  "The  Pony 
Express"  is  being  used  in  the  current 
stewardship  campaigns  to  underwrite 
church  budgets  for  the  forthcoming  year 
This  type  of  financial  campaign  has 
proved  successful  in  many  churches,  and 
they  continue  to  use  it  year  after  year. 

For  the  second  year.  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  Church  of  Bogalusa 
has  held  such  a  successful  campaign.  In 

1976  they  over  pledged  their  budget  (for 
1976)  of  $93,044.67.  This  year,  a  church 
spokesman  says  that  they  anticipate 
meeting  or  over  pledging  their  proposed 

1977  budget  of  $107,580.35! 

The  program  at  the  Bogalusa  church 


began  on  October  24.  with  a  traditional 
Trail  Boss  Breakfast,  which  had  been 
prepared  by  members  of  the  Evergreen 
group.  Forty-five  trail  bosses  and/or 
team  captains  came.  Later  that  morning 
they  took  their  Trail  Boss  Oath  at  church 
services. 

Victory  Sunday  has  just  been 
celebrated  at  the  church,  and  the  Rev 
Joe  W.  McClain.  Pastor  of  the  church  and 
general  manager  of  the  Pony  Express 
had  these  words:  "Oh.  those  saddle 
sores!"  Associate  Pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Tommy  Logan  (who  made  no  such 
comment,  but  also  helped  in  the 
successful  "run." i 


Notable  events  -  opportunities  reported 


From  Chaplain  Floyd  M  Durham  of 
the  Veterans  Administration  Hospital  in 
Shreveport,  comes  this  message:  "The 
Veterans  Administration  Hospital. 
Shreveport,  is  now  scheduling  choirs  to 
carol  at  the  hospital  December  19-24. 
Choirs  and  youth  groups  interested  in 
participating  in  the  caroling  program 
should  call  or  write  the  Chaplain's 
Office.”  The  address  is  510  East  Stone 
Avenue.  Shreveport  71 130 

From  Mrs.  Gloria  Bennett,  immediate 
past-president  of  Monroe  District  UMW, 
comes  a  note:  "United  Methodist  Women 
of  Monroe  District  held  their  annual 
meeting  at  Columbia  Church,  with  Mrs. 
Lois  Kohler.  Regional  Staff  Member  of 
the  Women’s  Division,  Nashville,  as 
guest  speaker.  Newly  elected  leaders  for 
the  district  were  installed  by  Mrs. 
Kohler  Mrs.  Helen  Owen  of  West  Monroe 
is  the  new'  President  of  Monroe  District." 

Abe  M.  Conerly,  pastor  of  First 
Church.  Oakdale,  recently  informed  us 
that  he  and  Mrs  Conerly  have  just 
returned  from  an  18-day  tour  of  Israel, 
London  and  New  York.  The  trip,  says  Mr. 
Conerly.  was  financed  by  the  Oakdale 
and  Pine  Prairie  Churches,  where  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Conerly  is  serving  his 
sixth  year  as  their  pastor 


John  Tubb  recently  reported  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  the  Laity  that  a 
Christmas  banquet  is  being  planned  by 
the  Board  and  United  Methodist  Men  for 
the  men  at  Angola  State  Prison’s 
Methodist  Men.  Contributions  may  be 
sent  to  Conference  Lay  Leader  Tom 
Matheny  in  Hammond. 

The  Ralph  Stoodv  Fellowship  for 
graduate  study  in  journalism  is  again 
being  offered  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  for  the  1977-78  school 
year.  The  annual  $3.f»00  fellowship  is 
offered  in  recognition  of  Doctor  Stoody’s 
inspired  leadership  of  the  former 
Commission  on  Public  Relations  and 
Methodist  Information  for  almost  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  The  grant  is  to 
assist  a  person  engaged  in  religious 
journalism,  or  one  planning  to  enter  this 
field,  in  taking  graduate  study  at  an 
accredited  school  or  department  of 
journalism  of  his  or  her  choice  Purpose 
is  to  enhance  the  recipient's  professional 
competence  and  thereby  to  help 
perpetuate  the  standards  exemplified  by 
Dr.  Stoodv  For  application  forms, 
address:  Dr.  Gene  W  Carter.  United 
Methodist  Communications.  601  West 
Riverview  Avenue.  Dayton.  Ohio  45406. 
Deadline  for  completed  applications  is 
December  31.  1976. 


CONFERENCE  AUDIO-VISUAL  LIBRARY 


P.  0.  Box  4325 
Shreveport  71104 
318/868-5362 


‘Old”  name  is  retained  by  “new"  church 


AFTER  DARK  ( 16mm,  12  min  ,  Elementary)  An  evocative  film  about  the  power 
of  fear  in  a  child1?  life.  A  young  boy’s  experience  of  being  alone  in  a  house,  with  all  of 
the  fears  surrounding  him.  his  reactions  and  fantasies  are  presented.  His  response 
to  this  experience  helps  him  understand  what  fear  is  and  how  to  deal  with  it. 

BILLY'S  MIME  (16  mm.  color,  12  mins  .  Elementary/Adults)  A  poetic  parable  of  a 
young  boy’s  relationship  with  the  inner  Jesus.  The  "day  dreamer  Billy”  has  a  mime 
friend,  a  sprightly  clown,  who  helps  him  to  make  things  right.  Theme:  Jesus  lives 
within.  Being  true  to  one’s  inner  seif  has  great  merit. 

THE  DANCING  PROPHET  ( 16  mm,  color,  15  min  )  Doug  Crutchfield  is  a  prophet, 
a  man  so  in  touch  with  his  faith  that  it  can't  help  but  be  communicated  to  others  In 
his  life's  work  as  a  teacher  of  dance,  Doug  shares  his  vision  with  those  free  to  dance 
their  joy. 

\  DAY  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  BONNIE  CONSOLO  (16  mm.  color,  17  min.)  An 
inspirational  film  about  a  special  person  who  was  born  without  arms,  yet  she  leads  a 
normal  productive  life.  With  a  home  and  family,  she  shares  her  rich  philosophy  of 
life  as  she  goes  about  her  daily  routine. 

PRESSURE  MAKES  PERFECT  (16mm.  color,  14:56)  Nan.  a  talented  musician, 
is  unwittingly  pressured  by  her  parents  to  become  an  outstanding  musician  Her 
response  to  tension  is  rebellion.  She  plays  a  simple  piece  at  her  recital  instead  of  a 
difficult  one  This  film  helps  youth  recognize  pressure  to  achieve,  explore  the 
effects,  and  learn  ways  to  cope 


Wesley  Church.  Wilson,  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  is  an  "old"  church,  but  a 
recent  consecration  service  marked  its 
influence  as  a  "new"  church  in  a  new 
building.  The  pastor.  James  A.  Smith 
and  the  District  Superintendent.  Robert 
Crichlow  led  the  services  of 
consecration,  with  a  supportive 
congregation  taking  part 
The  services  started  dramatically  with 
the  participating  ministers,  members 
and  choir  marching  from  the  old  site  of 


Some  pa  r tic i- 
pants  at  Wesley's 
consecration  ser¬ 
vice. 


Wesley  to  the  new  sanctuary  A  ribbon 
cutting  ceremony  w;as  held  in  front  of  the 
new  building  The  ribbon  was  cut  by  the 
church's  oldest  member.  Mr  Willie 
Terrell.  Sr.,  with  Mrs  Terrell  assisting 
him 

During  the  week  following  the 
consecration  the  church  observed  a 
series  of  preaching  and  singing  services 
conducted  by  visiting  ministers  and 
choirs 


Potpourri 

News  items  of  interest 
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Crowley's  “Young 
at  Heart “  at  Gover¬ 
nor's  Mansion. 


DeRidder's  “Young 
at  Heart"  at  First 
Church. 


National  Bible 
Sunday 

November  21.  1 976 


Remember  these ? 


Some  pictures  you  thought  you  might 


Pictured  here  are  the  Rev.  Joe  C.  Rice 
and  Mrs.  (Angie)  Rice  with  daughter 
Holly,  on  the  occasion  of  a  family  picnic 
at  Gonzales  Church,  where  the  Rices 
were  honored  prior  to  leaving  the 
pastorate  there.  Mr.  Rice  entered  LSU 
last  summer. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Peyton  received  roses  when  they  came  home  to  First 
Church.  West  Monroe,  after  a  summer  pulpit  exchange  at  a  Methodist  Church  in 
Hitchin,  England.  The  Rev.  Bertram  Woods  and  Mrs.  Woods  of  Hitchin  took  their 
places  in  West  Monroe. 


When  the  Clyde  Clarks  left  the  Alexandria  District  to  take  up 
work  with  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  the 
District  honored  them  at  a  reception.  This  picture  shows 
(from  left)  Mrs.  Charles  Gondgame.  Mr.  Charles  Goodgame. 
Alexandria  District  Lay  Leader:  Mrs.  S  W  Caraway:  Doctor 
Clarl^and  Mrs.  Clark. 


First  Church.  Natchitoches  welcomed  back  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  K  G.  Rorie  at  a  special  party  held  in  their  honor  Shown 
with  them  are  (l-r):  Robert  E  L  Breedlove.  Administrative 
Board  Chairman,  and  Raymond  L  Christensen.  Methodist 
Men's  President 


never  see 

During  the  period  of  May  through 
September  this  newspaper  received  such 
a  volume  of  material,  including  pictures, 
it  was  impossible  to  run  them  all  in  our 
limited  space.  The  "priority”  items  had 
to  be  published  However,  many  of  these 
pictures  were  just  too  good  to  return  or 
file  away  forever  ,  so  we  saved  them  for  a 
time  u'hen  we  could  run  them 
appropriately. 

In  this  issue  we  are  happy  to  publish 
some  of  these  very  good  photographs 
that  our  readers  have  sent. 

Wanted! 

Copy  deadlines  run  about  two  weeks  in 
advance  of  publication.  This  newspaper 
is  requesting  that  churches  and  groups 
send  in  their  Christmas  pictures  as  early 
as  possible.  Many  churches  hold  events 
and  decorate  for  Christmas  with  the 
beginning  of  Advent.  As  soon  as  you  have 
news  and  pic'  ires,  we  invite  you  to  send 
them  to  us  .114  American  Bank  Bldg., 
New  Orleans,  70130. 


Centenary  College  has  announced  the 
schedule  of  courses  for  the  Master  of 
Business  Administration  and  the  Master 
of  Education  degrees  for  the  spring 
semester  Registration  is  set  for  January 
31,  1977.  and  classes  will  begin  on 
February  1.  The  M  B. A.  and  Master  of 
Education  programs  were  started  at 
Centenary  this  year,  w’ith  a  total  of  64 
persons  enrolled  Tuition  for  the 
master’s  programs  is  half  the  regular 
tuition  rate  at  the  College,  and  courses 
are  offered  at  night  to  accommodate 
business  people  who  wish  to  work  toward 
advanced  degrees,  while  holding  regular 
jobs 

Dillard  University  has  been  awarded  a 
grant  of  $18,000  by  the  Department  of 
State  for  the  New  Orleans  Consortium  for 
International  Affairs  for  the  1976-77 
school  year,  according  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  from  Dr  Samuel  DuBois  Cook, 
president.  The  consortium  is  composed 
of  the  New  Orleans  universities:  Dillard. 
Southern  and  Xavier  Two  educational 
institutions  in  Baton  Rouge  —  Southern 
University  and  Louisiana  State 
University,  are  also  cooperating  in  the 
consortium. 

"Campus  Ministry  as  the  Context  for 


Doing  Theology”  will  be  the  topic  of  a 
National  Campus  Ministry  Association 
conference  being  held  in  Madison. 
Wisconsin  this  week,  November  19-21. 

Another  meeting  relating  to  the 
Campus  Ministry  was  held  in  Denver. 
Colorado  earlier  this  month,  a  Minority 
Career  Development  Workshop  for 
United  Methodist  Campus  Ministers  and 
Career  Counselors.  This  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Section  on  Campus 
Ministry  and  the  Office  of  Career 
Planning  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  of  the  general 
church. 


Abingdon  Press  has  just  published 
i  ( )ctober  >  the  "Supplementary  Volume  of 
The  Interpreter’s  Dictionary  Of  The 
Bible  "  This  is  an  all  new  Volume, 
completely  cross-referenced  to  the 
original  four-volume  set.  and  is  an 
illustrated  encyclopedia  based  on  the 
most  recent  archaeological  discoveries 
and  the  best  of  contemporary  biblical 
studies,  according  to  the  publisher 
Through  December  31.  1976  this  new 
publication  may  be  purchased  for  $15.95 
Please  contact  Mary  Ellen  Rist.  201  8th 
Avenue,  south.  Nashville.  Tenn.  37202. 


When  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Saves  returned  to  the  Iowa 
Church,  they  were  invited  to  a  reception  and  were  presented  a 
“Money  Tree  "  They  are  pictured  with  this  very  “visible"  and 
usable  gift 1 


J 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Rowell.  Jr.  were  honored  by 
members  of  Centenary  Church.  Rayne.  They  are  shown  here 
with  some  of  the  church  members:  Harry  Lee  Stagg.  Lay 
Leader  and  Mrs.  Stagg:  Charles  Hamilton.  Treasurer,  and 
Mrs.  Hamilton:  the  Rowells ;  Mrs.  Walter  Bruner  and  Mr. 
Bruner.  Chairman  of  the  Board:  Mrs.  Roy  Smith  and  Mr. 
Smith,  Chairman  of  Trustees. 
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We  have  grown  lax  in  calling 
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The  just-completed  presidential 
campaign  brought  back  into  prominent 
usage  a  term  which  United  Methodists 
have  largely  put  aside:  ‘‘born  again 
believer.”  So  out-of-vogue  has  its  usage 
become  that  the  public  media  treated  it 
as  a  major  novelty  during  the  campaign. 

Other  words  describing  the  same 
religious  phenomenon  —  ‘‘being  saved,” 
“decision  for  Christ,”  “conversion”  etc. 
—  likewise  are  used  infrequently  in  most 
United  Methodist  congregations  today. 

This  deemphasis  in  our  church  is  an 
understandable  reaction  to  a  time  when 
“decisions  for  Christ”  were  regularly, 
and  very  emotionally,  called  for  and 
made  —  often  with  little  discernible 
after-effect  in  the  converted  individual’s 
behavior  Racism,  greed,  self-centered¬ 
ness  and  hypocrisy  were  blatantly 
apparent  among  many  of  the  most  vocal 
“born  again  believers.”  Too  often, 
“decisions  for  Christ”  could  be  seen  as 
the  results  of  carefully  planned 
manipulation  of  people’s  emotions.  In 
reaction,  we  have  shifted  our  emphasis 
from  the  importance  of  a  single  Christian 
decision  to  the  importance  of  ongoing 
nurture  of  persons  in  the  faith  and  the 
ongoing  demands  of  Christian 
discipleship. 

In  our  zeal  to  purge  the  use  of 
overworked  terms  and  cheap  emotional 
displays,  how  ever,  many  of  our  churches 
have  discarded  an  elemental  and 
essential  element  of  the  Christian  faith: 
leading  persons  to  a  point  of  personal 
conviction  and  decision  about  Jesus  as 
Lord. 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt  recently  told 
delegates  to  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  that  the  church  today  “has 
too  many  good  and  respectable  people  in 
its  pews  and  pulpits  who  have  never 
known  the  unmitigated  horror  of  sin’s 
conviction  nor  the  inexpressible  wonder 
of  forgiveness  and  deliverance.”  In  more 
traditional  terms.  Bishop  Hunt  was 
saying  that  many  persons  on  the 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
Calvary  l)MC,  Nashville 

With  this  issue.  Calvary  UMC  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee  (Tennessee 
Conference)  begins  a  weekly  local 
church  edition  of  TM/UMR  whereby  its 
news  is  published  in  combination  with 
annual  conference  and  general  church 
news  and  mailed  to  each  of  700  member 
families. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Nashville  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/UMR  edition  informative,  and  that 
you  will  feel  free  to  join  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  and  other  reader-response 
columns. 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  vour  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


really 


church's  rolls  have  never 
experienced  “conversion,” 

Jesus  approached  people  with  the 
command:  “Follow  Me.”  His  command 
required  a  decision. 

Likewise  the  early  church  proclaimed 
Jesus  as  the  Lord  of  all  life  and  eternity. 
Those  who  heard  were  faced  with  an 
unavoidable  choice.  Throughout  the 
church’s  history,  the  faith  has  been  most 
vital  when  individuals  have  been 
confronted  forcefully  with  the  need  for  a 
personal  decision  about  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  necessary  consequences  of  following 
Him. 

Whatever  we  choose  to  call  it.  an 
integral  part  of  the  Christian  life  is  an 
individual’s  acceptance  of  Jesus  as  Lord 
and  Savior  “for  me.”  Whether  that 
decision  comes  in  a  single  dramatic 
moment,  or  at  the  end  of  a  long  and 
gradual  quest,  it  is  of  vital  importance.  It 
is  a  decision  that  cannot  be  made  by 
one’s  parents;  nor  can  it  be  made  by 
one’s  spouse  or. one’s  peers;  it  cannot 
even  be  made  by  God.  Unless  and  until 
such  a  commitment  is  made  at  a 
personal  level,  challenges  to  specific 
forms  of  Christian  discipleship  are 
empty  and  ineffective. 

Most  of  the  preaching  in  our  churches 
today  is  based  on  the  assumption  that 
those  listening  have  already  made  the 
basic  decision  to  accept  and  follow  Jesus 
as  Lord.  Too  much  of  our  preaching 
demands  little  or  nothing  from  those  who 
hear.  Too  little  of  our  preaching  convicts 
us  of  our  sinfulness  and  convinces  us  of 
the  immediate  and  eternal  importance 
of  putting  aside  our  old  selves  and 
accepting  the  cleansing  wholeness  God 
offers  to  those  who  follow  Christ. 

The  battle  to  stamp  out  emotionalism 
has  long  since  been  won  in  most  of  our 
congregations.  In  the  process,  we  have 
opened  the  door  to  a  new  enemy:  the 
complacent  assumption  that  everyone 
who  enters  the  church  has  personally 
experienced  God’s  forgiving  grace  and 
answered  the  call  to  follow  Christ. 

We  do  not  favor  trying  to  turn  the 
church  back  to  earlier  forms  of 
emotional  revivalism.  That  would  negate 
the  positive  steps  forward  the  church  has 
taken  during  recent  decades,  and  lead  us 
only  to  repeat  past  failures. 

We  do  believe  the  church  should  speak 
more  openly  and  more  forcefully  about 
the  one  unique  thing  it  has  to  offer 
people:  a  fellowship  which  calls  and 
sustains  people  in  relationship  to  Jesus 
Christ.  We  believe  every  sermon 
preached  ought  to  challenge  those  who 
hear  to  some  type  of  response.  And  every 
sermon  should  end  with  persons  being 
invited  to  express  a  new  or  renewed 
commitment  to  Christ  —  with  the 
expectation  that  there  will  or  should  be  a 
response.  Even  an  occasional  altar  call 
—  allowing  individuals  to  commit 
themselves  anew  to  the  demands  and 
promises  of  the  gospel  —  could  provide  a 
strange  and  invigorating  experience  for 
most  congregations. 


To  the  Editor: 

There  is  no  byline  to  your  Oct.  29 
editorial  entitled,  “Christians  should  say 
‘no’  to  death  penalty”.  No  wonder. 

A  straw  man  is  first  created  and  then 
the  author  attempts  to  blow  it  down. 
Good  technique,  but  bad  logic.  The 
author  attacks  “social  vengeance  and 
deterrence”. 

We  have  accepted  the  concept  that 
vengeance  belongs  to  God.  However,  I 
feel  you  are  totally  wrong  in  saying 
“Executing  selected  murderers  in  our 
electric  chairs  and  gas  chambers, 
however,  will  not  make  our  streets  safer 
nor  decrease  the  incidence  of  murder 
Why  do  you  suppose  the  rancher 
kills  the  wolf,  the  mountain  lion,  or  other 
predators? 

Should  we  extend  your  logic  one  step 
more,  and  say  that  since  God  determines 
when  a  person  dies,  the  murderer  is  the 
instrument  of  God?  If  so,  then  we  have  a 
church  saint,  but  my  God  would  not 
agree. 

By  the  way,  how  do  you  like  my  straw 
man?  E.J.WohltJr. 

Houston,  Texas 

I,  for  one.  believe  llie 
death  penalty  deters 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  no  way  of  knowing  who  wrote 
the  editorial,  “Christians  should  say  ‘no’ 
to  death  penalty”  (TM/UMR,  Oct.  29),  as 
it  was  unsigned.  Had  I  authored  such  a 
caustic  article,  I  certainly  would  have 
identified  myself  with  it  by  signing  my 
name.  Anyway,  its  author  asked  where 
the  voices  of  Christians  are  in  the  states 
of  Florida.  Georgia  and  Texas.  For  the 
record,  you  have  located  one  of  them, 
and  this  one  fully  intends  to  sign  his 
name  to  this  letter. 

In  the  first  place,  you  have  the  perfect 
right  to  take  the  position  you  do 
personally  and  also  as  editor  of  the 
Reporter  on  the  question  of  the  death 
penalty.  On  the  other  hand,  do  you  not 
feel  that  you  are  coming  on  a  mite  strong 
when  you  loudly  suggest  that  anyone  who 
happens  to  disagree  with  you  on  this 
highly  complex  subject  may  be 
unchristian?  I  take  the  position  that  you 
do.  The  Bible,  society  nor  history  gives 
you  a  firm  foundation  to  stand  upon  to 
unchristianize  millions  upon  millions  of 
human  beings  other  than  your  own 
personal  convictions.  By  saying  that  the 
Old  Testament  teachings  are 
outmoded,  and  seeking  to  make  a  case 
for  Jesus  on  the  subject  of  the  death 
penalty,  when  neither  is  valid  beyond 
what  you  choose  to  have  Jesus  and/or  the 
Bible  say  or  think.  This  comes  near  play¬ 
ing  God,  a  habit  rather  prevalent  today. 

Murder  alone  is  not  defined  as  being 
the  sole  crime  for  which  the  death 
penalty  legally  and  morally  can  and 
ought  to  be  administered.  Treason  apd 
rape,  these  sinister  twins  of  mankind, 
along  with  murder  come  within  the  right 
of  society  to  be  equaled  by  the  death 
penalty  upon  anyone  who  commits  them. 
Your  editorial  was  heavy  on  murder 


Here  I  Stand 

Has  our  church  lost  its  vision 
of  ministry  to  Appalachia? 


Bv  E.  RAY  THROCKMORTON 
Some  years  ago  our  attention  was 
focused  nationwide  and  churchwide  on 
the  plight  of  poverty  in  Appalachia.  The 
thrust  of  programs  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  to  help  the  people 
of  the  mountains  to  a  better  way  of  life  by 
giving  them  help  and  programs  with 
meaning.  One  such  program  was  the 
work  at  Henderson  Settlement,  now  in  its 
51st  year  Henderson  Settlement  has 
been  known  for  its  help  with  the 
mountain  people  in  areas  of  education, 
child  care,  greenhouse,  feeder  pig,  and 
many  more  programs 
The  high  school  at  Henderson 
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Settlement  was  closed  this  year  and 
already  the  program  committee  has 
proposed  to  the  governing  board 
alternative  educational  programs  for  the 
people  of  this  area.  The  programs  will  be 
put  into  effect  when  money  is  secured. 
We  are  applying  to  foundations  for  help 
in  the  programs. 

Recently,  a  girl  who  belongs  to  our 
local  congregation  was  admitted  to  the 
Henderson  Settlement  child  care 
program  where  she  will  be  attending  Bell 
County  High  School.  This  child,  a  recent 
victim  of  a  broken  home,  had  no  place  to 
go.  The  social  workers  from  the  state 
were  at  rope's  end  wondering  what  to  do. 
Without  Henderson  Settlement  children 
such  as  this  would  be  kicked  from  pillar 
to  post. 

However,  our  budget  has  been  cut 
$20,000  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries' 
National  Division.  The  justification  to  us 
for  this  cut  was  that  there  are  so  many 
requests  for  additional  programs  to  be 


Ray  Throckmorton 

funded  by  Advance  Specials.  Some 
programs  had  to  suffer  a  cut  in  order  for 
new  programs  to  be  started. 

I  am  sure  many  people  are  unaware 
that  there  is  a  ceiling  on  giving  to  specific 
Advance  Special  projects.  As  already 
stated,  our  budget  for  1977  was  cut  by 
$20,000  below  what  we  were  apportioned 
for  1976.  This  will  mean  the  dropping  of 
several  programs  of  ministry  to 
community  people. 

If  giving  reaches  the  approved  ceiling, 
the  donor,  I  understand,  is  notified  that 
the  project  has  met  its  quota  and  is  asked 
to  transfer  their  Advance  Special  giving 
to  some  other  project.  I  believe  people 
should  be  able  to  give  where,  and  as 
much  as  we  wish,  to  any  Advance  Special 
project. 

It  appears  to  me  we  are  starting  a 
number  of  new  projects  in  the  National 
Division  which  are  good,  but  we  are 
letting  our  older,  proven  and  much 
needed  projects  suffer 


Parental  indifference  causes 
many  of  today’s  heartaches 


By  B.  J  AMES  BAUM 

We  are  living  in  very  momentous 
times,  historically.  We  should  be  ever 
mindful  of  the  fact  that  our  founding 
fathers  suffered,  toiled  and  bled  in  order 
to  give  us  the  America  we  enjoy  today. 
And  the  good  Lord  was  the  Skipper  who 
helped  them  and  us  to  overcome  every 
unfavorable  situation,  and  He  will 
continue  to  do  so.  if  we  do  our  part. 

However,  in  my  humble  opinion,  many 
of  us  have  taken  all  these  past  blessings 
for  granted  and  have  done  much  back¬ 
sliding  —  especially  today’s  parents. 

Please  forgive  the  personal  reference, 
but  when  I  was  a  child,  my  mother,  who 
was  a  widow,  insisted  that  her  seven 
children  attend  Sunday  School.  We 
enjoyed  the  three  mile  walk  and  the  good 
things  we  learned  at  Sunday  School.  As  a 
result,  not  one  of  the  seven  of  us  smoke  or 
drink,  and  we  are  not  "sissies”,  as  we 
experienced  much  hardship  in  our  youth. 
And  I  might  add  that  our  three  daughters 
are  raising  their  children  in  the  same 
manner.  In  my  case,  the  money  that  I 
have  saved  by  avoiding  these  evils  has 
been  used  for  food  and  other  good 
essentials. 

In  many  churches.  Sunday  School 
attendance  has  been  pitifully  low  in 
recent  years.. due  to  the  indifference  of 


lames  Baum 
parents  As  a  result,  children  have 
reverted  to  other  experiences.  It  is  my 
sincere  feeling  that  this  is  one  of  the 
reasons  for  the  increase  in  the  drug 
traffic,  alcoholism,  immorality  and  other 
evils  which  have  caused  heartaches  for 
many  of  today’s  parents. 

If  these  parents-had  realized  that  there 
is  Someone  up  above  who  is  far,  far 
greater  and  wiser  than  any  of  us  mere 
mortals,  these  heartaches  could  have 
been  avoided.  And  today  is  not  too  soon  to 
reverse  the  trend  and  revert  back  to  the 
“good  old  days”  when  everyone  was 
happier,  healthier  and  filled  with  God's 
loving  wisdom. 

The  people  of  our  great  nation  have 
been  leaders  in  so  many  ways.  Why  not 
set  an  example  by  leading  all  nations 
toward  this  better  way  of  life.  As  the 
popular  song  goes:  “Let  it  begin  with 
me.” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
E.  Ray  Throckmorton,  pastor  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Barbourville.  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
B  James  Baum,  a  member  of  Sylvan 
Abbev  UMC  in  Clearwater.  Florida. 


LOVE  19  AN 
ESSENTIAL 
CHARACTERISTIC 
OF  A 

CHRISTIAN 


I'LL  DRAW  A 
CIRCLE  Of  LOVE 
TO  TAKE  IN 
EVERYONE 
X  MEET 


WaL,  I  MAY 
HAVE  TO  BEND  IT 
lf±  A  LITTLE 
because  Of 

SOME  PEOPLE 


alone. 

No  matter,  really.  An  aroused  people 
are  putting  an  end  to  soft-soaping  crime 
and  criminals.  This  plan  has  just  about 
done  humanity  in. 

Speaking  for  myself  alone,  I  take  the 
stand  on  the  side  of  those  who,  as 
Christians,  believe  that  the  “chair”  or 
the  “rope"  does  deter  many  a  grave 

cnme  Luther  R.  Stokes 

Williston,  Florida 

/',’</ ilo  rial  n pplan  dr  d 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen!  to  your  editorial,  “Christians 
should  say  ‘no’  to  the  death  penalty" 
TM/  UMR,  Oct.  29). 

We  live  in  a  vengeful  society  with  very 
few  true  Christians.  Professed  Christians 
will  support  death  penalty  laws  —  true 
Christians  do  not. 

Terrell  R.  Eastwood 
Dallas.  Texas 

Drath  /trnalty  nrrtlrtl 

To  the  Editor: 

When  an  innocent  person  has  been 
callously  murdered,  a  civilized  and  great 
people  will  do  something  about  it.  And, 
when  suitable,  that  something  will  be  the 
use  of  the  death  penalty. 

The  mistake  frequently  made,  in 
criticizing  the  use  of  the  death  penalty, 
rests  in  thinking  that  such  a  penalty  is 
merely  utilitarian  in  scope.  In  truth,  the 
motives  of  deterrence  and  social 
vengeance  barely  touch  on  the  subject. 
Vengeance  speaks  of  torture,  and  social 
deterrence  is  associated  with  the  less- 
than-noble  principle  of  the  “ends 
justifying  the  means”  —  neither  of 
which,  in  a  deliberate  sense,  is  directly 
involved  in  the  use  of  capital 
punishment.  Nor  should  they  be. 

The  reason  for  the  death  penalty  lies 
deeper  than  that.  The  real  reason  for 
resorting  to  this  penalty  lies  in  simple 
justice  —  in  upholding  the  right  of  all 
persons  to  life  itself. 

This  may  seem  to  be  a  contradiction, 
but  it  is  not.  The  commanded  norm  of  “a 
life  for  a  life,”  at  those  points  where 
biblical  law  prescribes  it,  displays  an 
enormous  respect  for  life  and  commands 
that  we  execute  justice  in  the  land.  Not 
vengeance,  mind  you,  but  justice.  Justice 
for  those  who  were  not  allowed  to  live  out 
their  lives  thanks  to  those  still  living.  On 
their  behalf,  and  on  behalf  of  the  One  who 
calls  this  our  duty,  we  render  this  justice 
in  our  country. 

Is  this  barbaric?  Hardly.  Nor  is  it 
murder.  From  a  biblical  perspective, 
this  is  justice  correctly  rendered.  The 
barbarism  which  exists  in  the  world 
today  rests  in  the  opposite  direction  —  in 
permitting  injustice  to  persist.  The  real 
barbarism  is  not  justice  tried,  but  justice 
denied,  to  those  who  truly  deserved  their 
day  in  court:  the  victims.  “A  life  for  a 
life,”  in  a  good  many  cases,  is  the 
ultimate  sign  of  our  reverence  for  life.  It 
must  not  be  banished,  but  promoted,  as 
the  law  of  our  land. 

I  disagree  with  your  October  29 
editorial  completely. 

Jim  D.  Lundin 
Valley  Falls,  New  York 
I  agree  IOOr/r 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  v  ith  much  interest  your  editori¬ 
al  entitled  “Christians  should  say  ‘no’  to 
death  penalty"  (TM/UMR.  Oct.  29),  and 
vould  like  lor  you  to  know  that  I  agree 
v\  ith  you  1()()  per  cent. 

As  a  practicing  attorney  who  has  done 
a  considerable  amount  of  criminal  de¬ 
fense  work  over  the  past  15  years,  I  have 
made  this  same  argument  to  juries  on 
capital  cases. 

The  death  penalty  is  certainly  not  a  de¬ 
terrent.  and  it  is  certainly  not  Christian.  I 

I  saw  church  in 
a  popcorn  wagon 

By  LIL  KALASH 

Mabel  Steam  Engine  Days  was 
celebrated  recently.  We  used  our  old. 
small  popcorn  wagon  to  sell  popcorn  for 
the  church  treasury. 

Four  young  teenagers  were  the 
only  helpers  I  had.  They  haven’t  yet 
learned  the  adult  excuses  for  not 
working.  These  four  young  people  stuck 
it  out  in  that  hot  popcorn  wagon  working, 
sweating,  laughing  and  never  complain¬ 
ing  or  asking  what  was  in  it  for  them. 

Their  attitude  lifted  my  spirits.  Even 
when  I  spilled  melted  butter  on  my  foot.  I 
was  quickly  reminded  that  last  year  I 
spilled  a  whole  pound  of  melted  butter  in 
mv  purse;  so  this  year  wasn't  so  bad. 
Two  of  the  youth  are  newly  confirmed 
members  in  our  church,  and  they  take 
their  vows  quite  seriously.  One  said  she 
now  didn’t  have  to  feel  so  bad  during  the 
winter  when  she  doesn’t  earn  much 
money  to  give  to  the  church.  Now  she 
could  count  this  work  toward  her  giving. 

I  was  tired  after  the  celebration.  But 
my  heart  is  light  and  happy  when  I  think 
of  these  youth  and  their  attitude.  I  thank 
God  for  them 

Lil  Kalash  is  a  member  of  the  Mabel 
UMC  in  Mabel,  Minnesota 


certainly  join  with  you  in  trying  to 
eliminate  it  completely. 

Harris  I).  Copenhaver  Jr. 
Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana 

Scriptural  help  for 
forming  one's  opinion 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest  your 
publication  of  views  on  capital 
punishment,  and  have  recorded  several 
scriptures  which  I  think  your  readers 
would  like  to  study  concerning  this 
critical  problem:  Numbers  35:  12-24; 
Genesis  9:  6;  Romans  13:  1-5;  I  Peter  2: 
13-14;  Acts  25:  11;  Matthew  5:  17-22. 
There  are  probably  many  more  Scrip¬ 
tures  concerning  capital  punishment. 

I  think  everyone  has  to  search  his  own 
heart  before  declaring  his  viewpoint 
before  God  and  man. 

Mrs.  Elva  Keister 
Brockway,  Pennsylvania 

Srt  mr  straight 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  to  read  in  the  Oct.  29 
issue  that  “Christians  should  say  ‘no’  to 
death  penalty.” 

I  have  a  small  reference  library  of 
Christian  writings,  but  cannot  remember 
anything  like  this  among  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  of  course,  the 
Reporter  is  a  Christian  paper. 

Will  you  please  set  me  straight  on  this? 

Rex  Bruce 
Kirkwood,  Missouri 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  issue  of  capital 
punishment  is  not  directly  addressed  by 
Jesus  in  the  New  Testament.  Jesus’ 
continual  emphasis  on  redeeming  the 
lost,  and  affirming  the  sacred  value  of 
every  human  life,  is  the  biblical  basis  for 
our  view  that  Christians  should  oppose 
the  death  penalty. 

Thr  main  cause  of  crime 
is  a  poor  home  life 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  October  29  disturbs 
me  —  not  because  of  your  opinion,  you 
are  entitled  to  that  —  but  because  of  the 
advice  you  give  to  deter  crime.  You 
state:  “And  if  we  really  want  to  help 
deter  crime,  we  should  give  our  vocal 
support  to  those  public  officials  who 
advocate  the  swift  arrest,  trial  and 
sentencing  upon  conviction  —  to 
appropriate  terms  of  imprisonment  —  of 
those  who  commit  crimes.” 

Let’s  not  mislead  anyone  by  “passing 
the  buck.”  The  number  one  cause  of 
crime  in  our  country  is  a  poor  home  life. 
There  is  disintegration  of  family  life,  the 
loss  of  authority  by  parents,  and 
consequently,  the  respect  for  all 
authority  dies  with  it. 

In  each  case  of  an  individual  coming  to 
prison,  the  failure  must  be  shared  by  the 
parents,  church,  school  and  community. 
All  four  are  made  up  of  the  same  people, 
theoretically;  however,  the  individual  in 
prison  may  have  quit  school,  never 


attended  church,  and  probably  cared  less 
for  community  centers  of  interest.  The 
brunt  of  the  blame  belongs  to  the  parents 
for  failure  in  their  responsibility  and 
sharing  equal  blame  with  them  will  be 
the  individual  involved. 

The  crime  problem  in  Texas,  as  well  as 
in  other  states,  has  increased 
tremendously  —  and  so  has  the 
conviction  rate.  Ten  years  ago  ( 1966)  the 
state  prison  population  in  Texas  was 
12,384.  Today,  that  figure  has  increased 
66.5%  to  20,613. 

Your  advice  for  a  solution  to  the  crime 
problem  is  not  good  enough.  With  all 
sincerity,  and  18  years  experience  of 
working  in  corrections.  I  would  propose 
the  following  as  a  pledge  to  deter  crime: 
“I  accept  my  responsibility  as  a  parent 
and  citizen  to  demand  each  individual 
conduct  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  it  unnecessary  to  have  prisons  or 
the  death  penalty..’’ 

Incidentally,  the  state  prison  popula¬ 
tion  of  20,613  is  greater  than  the  popula¬ 
tion  reported  for  180  of  the  254  counties  in 
Texas,  according  to  the  1970  census. 

We  cannot  continue  simply  to  wait  for 
crimes  to  be  committed.  Our  only  hope 
for  success  is  prevention. 

Jack  D.  Kyle 

Huntsville,  Texas 

Show  the  same  concern 
for  unhorn  as  criminals 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  October  29  editorial  entitled, 
“Christians  should  say  ‘no’  to  death 
penalty”  you  say:  “We  believe  capital 
punishment  to  be  a  barbaric,  counter¬ 
productive  practice  that  is  out  of  place  in 
any  society  where  the  Christian  faith  is  a 
significant  influence." 

Now  if  you  would  just  substitute  the 
word  abortion  for  capital  punishment,  I 
could  go  along  with  your  editorial. 
Strange  that  you  should  become  so 
excited  at  the  death  of  convicted 
criminals  and  not  show  at  least  equal 
concern  for  the  butchery  of  innocents. 

Robert  Simmons 

Austin,  Texas 

('.It arches  should n  */ 
ret/ u  ire  in  it  at  ion  fee 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  article,  “What 
makes  pledge  campaigns  succeed?”  in 
the  October  15  issue. 

But  how  about  that  church  in  Phoenix 
which  will  not  accept  new  members 
unless  they  make  a  pledge?  Do  we  now 
only  accept  tried  and  true  members  and 
forget  those  who  are  just  beginning  their 
growth  in  the  Christian  faith?  Perhaps  a 
new  Christian  will  not  yet  have  the  sense 
of  commitment  which  would  lead  him  or 
her  to  make  a  financial  pledge.  So  do  we 
send  them  to  some  other  church  until 
such  time  as  they  reach  that  point  in 
their  lives  where  they  sincerely  desire  in 
their  hearts  to  pledge? 

My  church  means  a  great  deal  to  me, 
and  my  husband  and  I  have  been 
‘pledgers’  for  years,  but  if  the  time  came 
that  I  tried  to  join  a  church  and  was  told 
that  I  would  be  required  to  make  a  pledge 
first.  I  would  find  another  church  as  soon 
as  I  could.  There  are  four  vows  listed  in 
the  1976  Book  of  Discipline,  and  nowhere 
do  I  see  the  word  “pledge”  mentioned. 

I  believe  we  expect  our  missionaries  in 
the  field  to  show  love  and  compassion,  in 
the  name  of  our  Saviour,  to  all  not  just 
those  who  agree  to  do  as  they  say.  Surely 
those  in  our  own  communities  are  just  as 
precious  in  the  Lord’s  sight  as  any  whom 
the  missionary  may  contact. 

I  am  thankful  that  there  are  other 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  Phoenix 
which  do  not  require  an  “initiation  fee.” 

Phyllis  Anderson 

Perris,  California 


The  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School  in  Farmington,  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  has  a  proud  85-year  history.  Aware  of  their  heritage,  Navajo 
leaders  take  even  greater  pride  in  their  present  Mission  School 
graduates. 

•  Taylor  McKenzie,  chief-of-staff,  Public  Health  Service  Hospital 

•  Susan  Banyacya,  registered  nurse  •  Lucy  Roanhorse,  teacher 

•  Simpson  Bekie,  dairyman 

While  vocations  are  taught,  students  also  learn  about  Jesus  Christ. 
Your  gift  to  this  National  Division  project  will  help  continue  a 
proud  heritage.  It  could  also  provide  another  Navajo  leader  with  a 
Christian  witness. 
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Americans  called  to  new  commitment  in  National  Bible  Week 


Old  and  young  find  guidance  in  pages  of  Bible 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


WASHINGTON.  D.C.  f  RNS )  - 

President  Ford  has  encouraged  all 
Americans  to  observe  the  annual 
National  Bible  Week,  Nov.  21-28  this 
year,  ‘‘to  renew  our  commitment  to  the 
principles  that  are  manifested  in  the 
scriptures  that  have  become  ‘Freedom’s 
Holy  Light.’ 

“The  Bible  provides  a  new  inspiration 
to  new  generations,”  said  Mr.  Ford,  an 
Episcopalian  and  honorary  chairman  for 
National  Bible  Week.  “The  Word  of  God 
continues  to  ennoble  our  thoughts  and 
deeds  and  enlarge  our  vision. " 

“Freedom’s  Holy  Light,’’  the  words 
taken  from  the  song,  “My  Country.  'Tis 
of  Thee,”  has  been  chosen  as  the  theme 
for  the  1976  bicentennial  observance 

Also  inviting  Americans  to  participate 
in  the  interreligious  observance,  the 
Laymen's  National  Bible  Committee, 
sponsor  of  the  event,  said  that  “the  Bible 
continues  to  be  ‘Freedom’s  Holy  Light’ 
—  a  guiding  beacon  to  a  nation  seeking  to 
recover  its  moral  and  spiritual 
direction." 

Bible  Week,  designed  to  motivate  Bible 
reading  and  study,  coincides  each  year 
with  Thanksgiving. 

Suggested  Bible  readings  for  National 
Bible  Week  were  selected  from  his 
favorites  by  Bowie  K.  Kuhn, 
commissioner  of  baseball  who  is  Bible 


F arm  women  map  survival  course 

United  Methodists  tackle  food  issues  impacting  family  farms 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DAYTON.  Ohio— Once  again,  only  in 
Ohio  instead  of  in  the  musical  called 
“Oklahoma!."  it  has  been  proved  that 
“the  farmer  and  the  rancher  can  be 
friends.”  And  both  are  looking  for  non¬ 
farm  friends. 

Held  together  at  times  by  little  more 
than  “the  sun  and  the  weather,"  a 
taskforce  of  almost  60  United  Methodist 
family  farm  women  charted  a  course  of 
action  here  last  week  directed  toward  the 
survival  of  the  family  farm. 

Noting  that  church  interest  in  the  U  S. 
family  farm  has  resulted  from  the  world 
hunger  bandwagon,  women  here  jumped 
at  the  opportunity  to  “make  a 
difference."  Working  in  annual 
conference  taskforces  of  United 
Methodist  Women  they  will  be  doing 
research  into  land  ownership,  and  land- 
grant  colleges,  "getting  their  story  out" 
and  giving  programs.  They  hope  that 
new  interest  in  food  will  result  not  only  in 
more  food  for  the  hungry,  but  also  in 
changes  in  U  S.  urban  and  suburban 
attitudes  about  the  family  farm,  and 
legislation  that  provides  for  the  best 
stewardship  of  land  and  water. 

Representing  20  states  and  26 
conferences  coast-to-coast.  the  women 
appeared  stunned  themselves  by  the 


diversity  of  foods  that  flow  from  their 
family  operations:  maple  syrup,  wheat, 
soybeans,  beef,  eggs,  peaches,  corn, 
peanuts,  lettuce  and  hogs.  Although  the 
diversity  made  for  some  rocky  going,  the 
women  soon  discovered  they  had  much  in 
common. 

Digging  for  land  data 

Called  together  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  farm  women  met  for  the 
first  time  last  April  to  focus  their  major 
concerns.  Since  April,  annual  conference 
taskforces  have  been  digging,  with 
varying  degrees  of  success,  into  county 
ASCS  (Agricultural  Stabilization  and 
Conservation  Service)  offices  to  gather 
data  on  who  owns  land. 

Cooperation  from  ASCS  officials 
varied,  they  reported— ranging  from 
total  support  to  comments  such  as  “What 
does  that  have  to  do  with  Christianity’’” 
and  “What  on  earth  do  United  Methodist 
women  want  that  information  for?" 

Project  consultant  Jane  Johnson. 
LaFarge,  Wis.,  said  the  purpose  of  the 
land  study  is  to  determine  present  trends 
of  land  ownership.  “We.  of  all  people, 
seem  to  be  the  least  informed  about  what 
effect  and  to  what  extent  corporation 
farming  is  making  inroads  in  our  lives  as 
family  farmers  and  as  individuals.”  She 


Farmers  worry  about 
world  hunger ,  but  .  . 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON.  Ohio  —  Farmers  are 
concerned  about  world  hunger  but 
frustrated  by  their  relationship  to  it,  a 
number  of  United  Methodist  farm 
women  told  TM/  UMR  at  a  workshop 
here  devoted  to  the  survival  of  the  family 
farm.  (See  related  story.) 

As  food  producers  and  as  Christians, 
farm  women  said  they  couldn’t  help  feel 
some  responsibility,  “but  .  .  ."  The 
“buts”  constitute  the  roadblocks. 

Jane  Johnson,  poultry  producer  and 
consultant  for  the  Women’s  division 
project,  said,  “I  can’t  get  the  food  to 
where  it  is  most  needed.  We  are 
controlled  by  forces  of  government, 
regulations  and  marketing  practices 
which  keep  us  from  meeting  need.  Yet  as 
U.S.  farmers,  we  are  so  proud  of  being 
‘independent’  that  we  are  often  blind  to 
these  forces." 

"Farmers  have  a  history  of  generosity, 
and  we  would  share  more  if  it  wasn’t  that 
the  wheat  we  are  getting  $1.98  a  bushel 
for  cost  almost  $4  a  bushel  to  produce.” 
said  Florence  Worrall,  Loma.  Mont., 
grower. 

The  "cost-price  squeeze"  between 
what  the  farmer  gets  for  produce  and 
what  it  costs  is  a  major  road-block,  the 
women  say. 

•’While  increasing  production  -  and  we 
know  we  can  -  should  be  part  of  the 
solution  to  the  hunger  problem,  it  doesn’t 
work  that  way  for  the  U.S.  farmer."  said 
Kathleen  Bellamy.  Drayton,  N.D. 
"Instead,  increased  volume  means  lower 
prices  and  a  greater  loss  because  family 
farmers  do  not  have  control  over 
marketing. 

“The  whole  responsibility  for  feeding 
the  world  can't  be  put  on  the  backs  of  the 
farmers.  Everyone  has  to  take  a  share  of 
responsibility  and  the  farmer  needs  to 
get  a  fair  return  for  his  work,"  she  said. 
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Carol  Raeder,  Shawano,  Wis.,  said  that 
while  both  farm  and  non-farm  people  are 
concerned  about  hunger,  there  is  very 
little  understanding  of  farm  problems 
among  non-farmers  and  that  adds  to  the 
difficulty. 

A  widely-publicized  recommendation 
that  people  stop  eating  beef  so  grains 
could  be  diverted  to  feed  the  hungry  was 
frequently  cited  as  an  example  of  the 
“top-of-the-head,  simplistic  solutions" 
proposed  by  non-farm  people  for 
complex  problems. 

Neomi  Christensen,  Hastings.  Ia., 
cattle  producer,  said  she  is  convinced  it 
is  “sinful’  to  graze  beef  on  good  land  that 
would  produce  food  grains  (corn,  wheat, 
rice).  But,  maintains  Colorado  beef 
producer,  Marinan  Meyring,  Walden. 
“Most  beef  graze  where  nothing  else 
could  be  grown,”  and  less  and  less  grain 
is  fed  to  beef  since  the  upgrading  of 
grass-fed  breeds. 

Religious  liberty 
‘victories’  hailed 

SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  -  “New 
victories  for  religious  liberty  and  church- 
state  separation"  were  being  claimed 
this  month  by  the  chief  executive  of 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State. 

Americans  United  executive  director 
Andrew  Leigh  Gunn  hailed  Nov.  2  votes 
in  Nebraska,  Alaska  and  Maryland  as 
support  for  “the  church-state  separation 
position  which  Americans  United  has 
been  defending  for  the  past  29  years." 

Voters  in  Nebraska  and  Alaska  voted 
down  proposed  state  constitutional 
amendments  to  authorize  tax  aid  for 
sectarian  educational  institutions,  while 
Maryland  voters  repealed  Sunday 
closing  blue  laws  in  two  major  counties. 

Alaska  voters,  by  a  57  percent  to  43 
percent  margin,  turned  down  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  state  constitution. 
Proposition  No.  4.  which  would  have 
authorized  unlimited  state  tax  aid  for 
church  colleges  and  parochial  schools  by 
means  of  student  grants. 

Nebraska  voters  defeated  a  proposed 
amendment  to  authorize  state  aid  to 
denominational  and  other  private 
colleges.  They  approved,  however, 
another  amendment  which  will  allow 
public  school  districts,  on  a  case  by  case 
basis,  to  contract  with  nonpublic 
institutions  to  educate  children  with 
particularly  serious  handicaps. 

In  two  of  Maryland's  most  populous 
counties.  Montgomery  and  Prince 
Georges  in  the  Washington,  DC. 
suburbs,  voters  repealed  centuries  old 
Sunday  closing  blue  laws. 


said  the  data  would  help  in  developing 
future  land  and  water  use  policies. 

The  women  will  also  interview  officials 
of  land-grant  colleges  to  determine  if 
research  funds  are  doing  family  farmers 
any  good.  Or  if.  as  charged  in  a  recent 
book,  scientists  at  land-grant  colleges 
are  running  “tax-subsidized  laboratories 
for  corporations."  The  data  so  far  is 
inconclusive  because  the  project  is  just 
picking  up  steam. 

Speaking  for  the  Agri-business 
Accountability  Project,  which  made  the 
charges.  A.V  Krebs.  San  Francisco,  said 
family  farmers  need  allies  and  food 
consumers  should  be  their  best  friends 

He  said  as  food  consumers  start  to 
wake  up  they  will  learn  that  (1)  farm 
prices  go  up  and  down  but  farm  costs 
steadily  increase;  (2)  farmers  are  also 
consumers  of  their  products;  (3)  the 
farmer  has  no  way  of  setting  prices  but 
has  to  take  what  is  offered,  and  (4) 
“middlemen"  take  67  percent  of  the  food 
dollar. 

Corporations  called  threat 

Mr.  Krebs  said  the  “increasing  and 
unchecked"  corporation  domination  of 
the  food  industry  is  a  "major  threat"  to 
both  consumers  and  family  farmers  The 
top  50  food  firms  (out  of  32.000  firms) 
increased  their  share  of  the  profits  from 
60  to  75  percent  of  the  total  market  just 
between  1967  and  1974.  The  result  is.  he 
said,  that  farm  producers  get  a  smaller 
share  and  consumers  pay  higher  prices 

Mr  Krebs  said  that  corporations  no 
longer  compete  on  the  basis  of  price  and 
quality,  but  in  advertising  and 
promotion  Further  damaging  to  the 
family  farmer  and  consumer,  he  charged 
are  corporate  “objectives”  in  agri¬ 
business:  (1)  to  substitute  money  and 
technology  for  efficiency.  (2)  uniformity 
for  taste  and  quality,  and  (3)  synthetic 
foods  for  “food.  " 


Linking  family  farm  problems  here  to 
hunger  overseas.  Mary  Roodkowskv  of 
the  Boston  Industrial  Mission  said  the 
impact  of  agri-business  corporations  on 
the  Third  World  is  much  the  same  as  in 
the  U.S..  resulting  in  the  consolidation  of 
land  holdings,  fewer  owners  and  fewer 
farm  workers  and  the  movement  of  more 
and  more  displaced  farm  workers  to 
cities  where  they  create  dramatic  social 
problems  of  unemployment,  subsistence 
living  and  starvation 

Ms.  Roodkowsky  said  people  in 
developing  nations  can’t  afford  to  keep 
their  land  either  so  they  wind  up  growing 
crops  for  export  instead  of  food  for 
themselves. 

“The  food  system  has  not  done  the  best 
it  could."  she  said.  The  laws  of  supply 
and  demand  don’t  work  because  Third 
World  people  simply  don’t  have  any 
money  with  which  to  make  a  “demand  ” 
What  the  world  needs  are  ways  of  turning 
“need"  into  “demand." 

As  farm  women  laid  out  the  issues  they 
claim  are  threatening  the  survival  of  the 
family  farm,  they  also  determined  to 
reach  out  to  urban  and  suburban 
“friends"  for  help  Nebraska  farmer 
Nevabelle  Howe  said.  “It’s  a  crime  to  sit 
back  and  complain.  It  is  our 
/responsibility  to  see  that  good  legislation 
is  enacted.  Too  long  we’ve  not  let  people 
know  we  are  a  skilled  profession  which 
requires  a  high  level  of  expertise  in 
chemistry,  math,  physics,  finance  and 
markets. 

"I  believe  in  the  family  farm  as  the 
most  efficient  way  to  produce  food  and 
conserve  the  soil.  I  believe  it  is  a  boon  to 
family  life  and  a  marvelous  working 
relationship  with  God.  And.  I  appreciate 
the  opportunity  United  Methodist  Women 
have  given  us  in  this  project  to  find  the 
facts  and  tell  the  story  right."  Mrs.  Howe 
said 


‘Greatest  practitioner  of 
personal  evangelism’  dies 


Harry  Denman 


By  THOMAS  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  Communications 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  Dr.  Harry 
Denman,  83,  perhaps  the  most  widely 
known  layman  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  died  here  November  8. 

Once  referred  to 
by  Billy  Graham  as 
‘‘the  greatest 
practitioner  of  per¬ 
sonal  evangelism 
in  America,"  Dr. 

Denman  is  said  to 
have  spoken  in 
more  churches 
across  the  country 
than  any  other 
official  in  the  UMC. 

When  he  died  he  left  no  living  relatives, 
no  extra  clothing,  no  real  estate.  During 
the  25  years  he  was  chief  executive  of  the 
Nashville-based  Board  of  Evangelism  of 
The  Methodist  Church  he  was  known  as  a 
man  who  gave  everything  away  — 
especially  his  faith. 

He  traveled  with  two  small  airline 
bags:  one  for  his  toilet  articles,  an  extra 
shirt,  a  change  of  socks  and  underwear, 
the  other  for  correspondence 

"Why  should  I  have  two  coats,"  he 
once  asked,  “when  some  men  have 
none?" 

A  great  believer  in  personal 
evangelism,  he  was  known  for  his  talks 
about  Christ  to  bellboys,  porters, 
waitresses,  cab  drivers  and  others  in 
various  walks  of  life.  If  he  had  an  hour 
between  planes  or  trains,  he  often 
selected  a  street  at  random  and  visited 
door-to-door  in  the  interest  of 
Christianity 

People  throughout  the  world  have  been 
recipients  of  Dr  Denman’s  letters  and 
notes,  even  since  his  retirement  in  1965. 
Often  the  notes  were  accompanied  by 
books  Bishops  of  the  church  (for  whom 
he  prayed  by  name  each  day)  and  other 
leaders  of  the  denomination  frequently 
received  notes  of  praise  as  well  as 
criticism  from  Dr.  Denman. 

He  was  born  in  Birmingham  in  1893 
His  mother  was  left  alone  when  Dr. 
Denman  was  a  small  boy.  He  quit  school 
at  the  age  of  10  to  work  for  the  Tennessee 
Coal  and  Iron  Company.  At  the  age  ot  22 


Week  chairman  for  this  year.  The 
selections  are: 

Sunday.  Nov.  21:  Morning:  Deut 
5:6-33:  Evening:  Mark  6:30-44. 

Monday.  Nov.  22:  Morning:  Deut. 
10:12-22:  Evening:  II  Corinthians  12:1-10. 

Tuesday.  Nov.  23:  Morning:  Job 
5:1-16:  Evening:  Romans  7: 14-25. 
Wednesday.  Nov.  24:  Morning:  Psalms 


6:1-10:  Evening:  Romans  8: 18-30. 

Thursday,  Nov.  25:  Morning:  Psalms 
27:1-14:  Evening:  Romans  8:31-39. 

Friday.  Nov.  26:  Morning:  Ecclesias¬ 
tes  9:13-18:  Evening:  Matthew  5: 1-16. 

Saturday.  Nov.  27:  Morning:  Psalms 
34:1-22:  Evening:  I  Corinthians  1:18-31. 

Sunday.  Nov.  28:  Morning:  Psalms 
119:97-105:  Evening:  II  Timothy  4: 1-8. 


Bible  baseball  quiz  — 
parlor  game  of  year? 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Baseball 
Commissioner  Bowie  Kuhn,  chairman  of 
National  Bible  Week  (Nov.  21-28)  has 
announced  a  Bible  Baseball  Quiz  he 
hopes  will  become  the  “parlor  game  of 
the  year." 

Players  get  hits  for  correctly 
answering  questions  based  on 
information  in  what  the  Laymen’s 
National  Bible  Committee  calls  “the 
most  important  book  of  Western 
Civilization.” 

In  releasing  the  quiz.  Commissioner 
Kuhn  urged  clubs,  organizations  and 
youth  groups  to  use  it  by  choosing  sides, 
dividing  questions  between  opposing 
teams,  and  allowing  a  pitcher  to  deliver 
one  question  per  batter.  Three  outs  (in¬ 
correct  answers)  and  the  other  team 
comes  to  bat. 

Here  are  some  examples : 

•  Which  of  the  following  were  brothers 
(a  “single”  for  each  correct  answer):  a. 
David  and  Jonathan;  b.  Peter  and  Paul; 
c.  James  and  John;  d.  Mark  and  Luke;  e. 
Joseph  and  Benjamin  (Answers:  cande) 

•  Match  the  phrase  with  the  biblical 
character  (a  “double"  for  each):  Paul, 
Joseph,  Zaccheus,  Elisha.  Saul:  a.  made 
iron  axehead  float  on  water;  b.  sycamore 
tree;  c.  tent  maker;  d.  witch  of  Endor;  e 
coat  of  many  colors.  (Answers:  c.  e.  b.  a. 
d) 

•  Match  the  person  with  the  tree  (a 
“triple”  for  each):  Elijah,  Noah. 
Zaccheus,  Nathanial,  Absalom:  a.  oak, 
b.  sycamore;  c.  fig;  d.  olive;  e.  juniper 
(Answers:  e,  d,  b,  c,  a) 

Other  questions  require  naming  the 
first  five  books  of  the  New  Testament  in 
order  (to  score  a  triple),  and  natchi: 
apostles  with  traits  generally  associated 
with  each  (triples),  and  Bible  characters 
with  the  book  in  which  each  appears 
(home  runs). 


The  committee  says  a  Bible  batting 
average  of  .500  is  good,  and  anything 
under  .300  indicates  a  “need  to  take 
drastic  action  to  improve  your 
knowledge .’’ 

Human  rights 
leaders  cited 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  “Christianity 
and  Crisis”  magazine  celebrated  its  35th 
anniversary  by  honoring  five  persons 
engaged  in  the  global  struggle  for  human 
rights. 

Only  the  Rev.  Camilo  Cortes,  a 
Methodist  minister  who  several  months 
ago  fled  Chile  to  escape  the  military 
junta,  was  able  to  accept  his  award  in 
person.  He  is  now  serving  a  U.M 
congregation  in  Hartford.  Conn. 

Also  cited  was  Bishop  Abel  T 
Muzorewa,  the  United  Methodist  bishop 
of  Rhodesia  and  president  of  the  African 
National  Council  of  Zimbabwe,  now 
negotiating  along  with  other  black 
nationalist  leaders  for  majority  rule  in 
the  former  British  colony. 

The  others  honored  were  Dr.  Semyon 
Gluzman.  a  Soviet  physician  whose 
protests  against  the  treatment  of 
political  prisoners  in  psychiatric 
hospitals  led  to  a  10-year  sentence: 
Dolores  Huerta,  vice-president  of  the 
United  Farm  Workers  of  America  and  a 
colleague  of  Cesar  Chavez  in  the  fight  to 
improve  the  lot  of  U.S  migrant  workers  , 
and  Oo  Chung  Lee,  a  Presbyterian  and 
president  of  South  Korea's  Church 
Women  United,  under  sentence  with  17 
others  for  publicly  calling  for  a 
restoration  of  democracy  in  her  country. 


Bishop  seen  as  hope  to 
unify  Rhodesian  blacks 


he  returned  to  school  and  graduated 
from  Birmingham  Southern  College  at 
age  28.  For  20  years  he  served  as 
business  manager  of  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Birmingham.  In  1939  he  was 
asked  to  serve  as  general  secretary  for 
the  Commission  on  Evangelism  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  He 
had  no  staff  and  one  secretary.  When  he 
retired  he  had  53  staff  members  and  200 
employees. 

During  his  leadership  in  the  Board  of 
Evangelism  he  accepted  responsibility 
for  publishing  “The  Upper  Room"  and 
helped  it  become  the  most  widely-read 
devotional  publication  in  the  world.  The 
impressive  building  which  now  houses 
the  Upper  Room  Chapel  and  Museum 
and  Board  of  Discipleship  offices  in 
Nashville  bears  his  name. 

“You  don’t  do  the  work  of  evangelism 
behind  a  desk  in  a  swivel  chair,”  he  once 
said  "You  go  to  people,  you  love  people 
and  you  tell  them  about  God."  In  one 
year  Dr.  Denman  made  407  addresses  in 
19  countries. 

In  an  article  written  in  honor  of  Dr 
Denman’s  80th  birthday,  former  Board 
of  Evangelism  staff  member  Charles 
Whittle,  now  a  pastor  in  Abilene,  Tex., 
called  Dr.  Denman  a  “spokesman  for 
social  justice  before  it  became  popular.” 

Speaking  in  Alabama,  Dr  Denman  is 
quoted  by  Mr.  Whittle  as  saying.  “Martin 
Luther  King  cannot  preach  here  and  I 
can.  Why?  His  skin  is  dark.  Why,  Jesus 
couldn’t  preach  here.  He  had  dark  skin 
He  had  no  bank  account,  no  university 
degree,  he  was  a  transient.” 

According  to  Mr.  Whittle,  that  stance 
on  social  justice  cost  Dr.  Denman  the 
popular  support  needed  to  elect  him  a 
delegate  to  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference.  “But  he  helped  open 
Alabama  and  the  South  to  the  fact  that 
God  is  no  respecter  of  persons.”  Mr. 
Whittle  observed. 

When  Castro  overthrew  Batista  in 
Cuba.  Dr.  Denman  was  quoted  as  asking. 
"Why  weren’t  we  concerned  about  the 
poor  Cuban  people  under  the  dictatorship 
of  Batista?  Because  he  let  us  run  our 
sugar  plantations!  Now  that  Castro  has 
confiscated  our  gold,  we  are  concerned 
about  the  Cubans!" 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON  —  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa  is  the  only  Rhodesian 
(Zimbabwe)  leader  with  a  “glimmer  of 
hope"  of  unifying  Rhodesian  blacks,  the 
denomination's  top  mission  executive 
for  Africa  told  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  ( GCOM )  here  last  week. 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  who  returned  Nov.  11 
after  seven  days  as  an  observer  at 
Rhodesian  talks  in  Geneva,  said  “Bishop 
Muzorewa  stands  in  a  unique  position" 
among  negotiators  as  a  “person  all  sides 
can  depend  on  to  talk  straight  and 
without  deals.” 

That  assessment  came  as  United 
Methodism’s  131-member  council  for 
program  coordination  met  to  begin  a  four 
year-cycle  of  work  —  with  a  call  from  its 
own  chief  staff  executive,  the  Rev 
Norman  Dewire,  to  keep  an  ear  on  the 
local  church  and  an  eye  on  the  world 

In  his  evaluation  of  the  Rhodesian 
talks.  Dr.  Bivens  called  Bishop 
Muzorewa  a  “hardnosed  moralist"  who 
will  not  compromise  his  position  or 
sacrifice  his  Christian  ideals.  He  went  on 
to  describe  the  role  of  the  bishop  in  the 
current  talks  between  blacks  and  whites 
as  "central"  to  any  progress  that  is  being 
made. 

“It  never  ceases  to  amaze  me  that  the 
press  in  the  United  States  has  largely 
overlooked  the  importance  of  this  man  to 
the  discussions,"  he  said.  “His  hotel  suite 
is  a  crossroads  for  diplomats, 
congressmen  and  negotiators  in 
Geneva .  ’  ’ 

Dr.  Bivens  went  to  the  Geneva  talks  at 
the  invitation  of  the  bishop. 

Following  Dr  Biven’s  remarks  the 
GCOM  unanimously  approved  a 
statement  of  support  for  Bishop 
Muzorewa  and  "the  aspirations  of  the 
leaders  of  Zimbabwe.”  The  council 
urged  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  to  issue  a  statement  on  Southern 
Africa  at  its  next  session  and  urged 
program  agencies  to  review  their 
program  involvement  in  “the  search  for 
justice  and  liberation."  In  addition,  the 
council  urged  annual  conferences  to 


explore  ways  of  sharing  information  on 
Southern  Africa  with  local 
churchpersons. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  heads  one  wing  of 
the  African  National  Council,  a  black 
nationalist  movement  seeking  to  replace 
the  white  government  in  Rhodesia. 

Also  at  the  GCOM’s  first  five-day 
session  of  the  new  quadrennium,  the 
largely-new  council  heard  challenges 
from  Mr.  Dewire  to  “connect  with  the 
experiences  of  the  local  churches"  and 
“find  ways  to  open  the  windows  of  the 
council  to  the  world.” 

He  said  the  GCOM  needs  to  examine  its 
message  to  the  local  churches  around  the 
country  and  constantly  be  sure  that  the 
message  it  is  sending  out  through  its 
work  is  “clear,  forthright  and  Christ- 
centered  .’’  At  the  same  time,  he  said,  the 
council  must  find  its  “place  in  the 
universal  church  of  Jesus  Christ”  and  be 
more  conscious  of  the  activities  of 
churches  outside  the  denomination. 

The  GCOM  was  created  by  the  General 
Conference  in  1972  to  coordinate  and 
watch  dog  the  activities  and  programs  of 
United  Methodism’s  national  program 
agencies.  Comprised  of  at  least  one 
representative  from  each  annual 
conference,  it  is  the  denomination’s  most 
representative  body  of  churchpersons 
apart  from  the  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body  which 
meets  only  once  every  four  years. 

At  the  largely-orientational  meeting, 
the  council  re-eiected  Dr.  John  T.  King, 
Austin.  Tex.,  as  its  president  for  another 
four  vears. 


Henderson  Settlement 
Mission 

Children’s  Home 
Frakes,  Kentucky  40940 
Telephone  :  [606]  337-3613 

Staff  needed:  Two  dedicated, 
Christian  couples  as  houseparents 
for  needy,  dependent,  neglected 
children  in  the  mountains  of 
Southeast  Kentucky.  Couples 
without  children,  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  moral  and 
ethical  standards  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  Salaried  or  Volunteer  - 
Room,  Board,  Fringe-Benefits, 
vacations. 


A  Gift  of  Enduring  Beauty 


(V?  actual  size) 

"Praying  Sam"  Pendant 
in  red.  white  and  blue  enamel  on  a  gold  or 
silver  tone  finish  w/24"  matching  chain. 
All  orders  sent  immediately,  gift  boxed  and 
prepaid  Indicate  finish  □  gold  □  silver 
and  enclose  $9  50  (cash,  check.  M  0  .  Bank- 
Americard  or  Master  Charge)  for  each 
pendant  Engraving  on  back  —  10  cents  per 
letter  (Fla.  residents  add  4%  sales  tax) 

HARMELING 

262  Concord  Dr.  Casselberry.  Fla.  32707 

Enclosed  find  $ _ for _  pendants 

Charge  #  _ 

Name _ 


Engraving 
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(  h  ristm  as  greetings  from  Na  v  a  jo- la  n  d 


FARMINGTON,  N.M.  —  Students  in  the  art  program  at 
Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School  here  have  created  Christmas 
cards  which  express  the  universal  message  in  a  Native 
America  way.  The  design  in  the  left  photo  is  one  of  five  offered 
for  sale  by  the  school.  Sheba  Romero  (left)  of  Shiprock  and 
Verla  McCauley  of  Crownpoint  are  packaging  the  cards. 

For  religious  fund-raising 


Proceeds  will  be  used  in  remodeling  the  school  which  has  been 
engaged  in  Christian  education  for  Native  American  students 
since  1891.  Packaged  in  quantities  of  20  with  envelopes,  the 
black  and  white  drawings  are  $3.50;  assortment  $4;  and  the 
color  $5.  They  may  be  ordered  from  Navajo  Methodist  Mission 
School.  P.  O.  Box  870,  Farmington,  N.M.  87401. 


Voters  endorse  ‘Las  Vegas  Nights’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  New  York  City 
voters  strongly  endorsed  Nov.  2  a 
referendum  which  legalizes  the 
maintenance  of  so-called  “Las  Vegas 
Nights’’  by  religious  and  other  non-profit 
organizations. 

Promoters  of  the  amendment  said  it 
was  designed  to  help  religious  and  other 
charitable  organizations  with  their  fund¬ 
raising  activities,  and  to  legitimize 
gambling  activities  by  these  groups 
which  has  been  carried  on  for  years 
illegally. 

However,  some  Protestant  clergymen 
and  some  Jewish  agencies  came  out 
strongly  against  the  Las  Vegas  proposal. 
Roman  Catholic  officials  took  no  official 
stand  on  the  issue. 

The  Jewish  Community  Relations 
Council  of  New  York,  the  central 
coordinating  body  for  19  major  Jewish 
organizations,  said,  “Past  experience 
has  demonstrated  the  dangers  of 
infiltration  by  criminal  elements  as  well 
as  other  problems  which  become  all  the 
more  threatening  given  the  shortage  of 
manpower  for  policing  the  games.’’ 

The  new  law,  which  becomes  effective 
Feb.  1,  says  operators  of  Las  Vegas 
Nights  games  must  be  non-profit  units, 
bona  fide  religious,  charitable, 
educational  and  service  organizations 
and  organizations  of  veterans  and 
volunteer  firemen. 

Dice,  roulette  and  blackjack  are 


"Sharing  Our  Blessings” 


RAMESWARI  prays  for  a 
sponsor  who  will  provide  her  food 
and  clothing.  Her  parents 
abandoned  this  little  girl  and  a 
Christian  superintendent  (India), 
has  taken  Rameswari  into  the 
orphanage.  They  are  attempting  to 
give  her  a  chance  in  life  while 
providing  her  with  food  for  body 
and  spirit. 

Rameswari  has  known  poverty 
all  of  her  life.  We  can  keep  her  in 
the  orphanage  IF  someone 
sponsors  her. 

HOW  TO  HELP: 


You  could  share  your  blessings 
with  this  young  girl  or  some  other 
deserving  child  by  becoming  a 
sponsor.  Full  information  would  be 
sent  to  you  concerning  “your" 
child:  name,  address,  picture  and 
case  history.  You  can  write  to  the 
child  if  you  wish.  No  contracts 
are  signed  with  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN.  INC. 

The  sponsorship  fee?  Only  ten 
dollars  a  month.  WCI  was  founded 
in  1965:  is  U.S.  government 
approved  so  all  donations  are  tax 
deductible.  Audited  reports 
indicate  the  corporation  sends  85% 
on  overseas  for  the  children. 

Won’t  you  share  your  blessings 
with  a  little  child? 

Please  write: 


I  For  full  year. 


Street _ 

City _ 

State  and  Zip. 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey,  Director. 
P.O.  Box  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33M0. 


among  the  games  permitted.  Bingo  and 
other  games  of  chance  frequently  used 
by  religious  groups  were  authorized 
under  earlier  legislation. 

Clergymen  were  warned  by  police  that 
they  might  be  participating  with 
organized  crime  figures  when  they 
employ  “outside  people”  to  run  their 
games. 

Consumer  Affairs  Commissioner 


Elinor  Guggenheimer,  whose  agency  will 
be  in  charge  of  policing  the  Las  Vegas 
Nights,  said  about  100  inspectors  will  be 
needed  to  ensure  that  “no  organized 
crime  comes  in  and  there  is  no  skimming 
of  funds  or  other  irregularities.” 

The  law  permits  only  amateur 
volunteers  to  run  the  games,  but 
carefully  screened  professionals  may 
also  be  permitted. 


Will  U.M .  board  meet  in 


casino  gambling  city? 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Now  that  New 
Tersey  voters  have  approved  casino 
gambling  for  Atlantic  City,  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
( BGM )  may  have  to  reconsider  its  recent 
decision  to  hold  its  spring  meetings  there 
for  the  next  four  years. 

“I  have  personal  convictions  aoout  the 
matter,  but  I  can’t  decide  for  the  board,” 
said  Tracey  Jones,  chief  executive 
officer.  So  far  as  Dr.  Jones  is  concerned 
the  next  meeting  is  still  scheduled  for 
Atlantic  City  April  22-30,  1977. 

The  issue  of  casino  gambling  in 
Atlantic  City  was  put  to  New  Jersey 
voters  in  the  general  election  on  Nov.  2  as 
an  amendment  to  the  state  constitution. 
The  casinos,  which  will  be  the  first  on  the 
East  Coast,  cannot  open  until  the 
legislature  has  passed  a  bill 
implementing  the  amendment  and  the 
governor  has  signed  it  -  a  process  which 
may  take  as  long  as  a  year. 

At  its  annual  meeting  in  Denver,  Col., 
which  closed  Oct.  30,  BGM  voted  to  hold 
the  spring  meeting  of  either  the  board  or 


its  general  executive  committee  in 
Atlantic  City  in  1977,  1978,  1979  and  1980 
and  the  annual  board  meeting  each  fall  in 
a  different  jurisdiction. 

A  major  factor  in  the  choice  of  Atlantic 
City  was  the  financial  saving  to  the  board 
which  would  accrue  from  meeting  near 
its  New  York  City  headquarters. 

The  Social  Principles  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  re-affirmed  by  the 
General  Conference  last  April,  state: 
“Gambling  is  a  menace  to  society, 
deadly  to  the  best  interest  of  moral, 
social,  economic  and  spiritual  life  and 
destructive  of  good  government.  As  an 
act  of  faith  and  love,  Christians  should 
abstain  from  gambling,  and  should  strive 
to  minister  to  those  victimized  by  the 
practice.  Community  standards  and 
personal  life  styles  should  be  such  as 
would  make  unnecessary  and 
undesirable  the  resort  to  commercial 
gambling,  including  public  lotteries,  as  a 
recreation,  as  an  escape,  or  as  a  means 
of  producing  public  revenue  or  funds  for 
support  of  charities  or  government.” 


Legalized  betting  industry  booms, 
seeks  to  get  bigger,  report  says 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PALM  BEACH,  Fla.  -  More  than 
three  out  of  five  adult  Americans  —  close 
to  90  million  people  —  are  at  least 
occasional  gamblers,  and  most  place 
their  bets  under  the  auspices  of  their 
state  and  local  governments,  according 
to  a  recent  nation-wide  survey. 

George  Lardner  Jr.,  reporting  on  the 
October  National  Conference  on  Public 
Gaming  here  for  a  Washington.  D.C. 
newspaper,  said  "legalized  gambling  has 
become  a  pervasive,  multi-billion-dollar- 
a-year  industry  over  the  past  decade, 
despite  occasional  spasms  of  public 
disinterest  that  send  it  into  the 
doldrums.” 

The  Washington  Post  article  “Betting 
Business  Booms  and  Seeks  to  Get 
Bigger”  says  “for  three  days  here,  more 
than  100  public  officials,  corporate 
executives  and  guest  experts  from 
abroad  met  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of 
getting  the  American  public  to  bet  more 
heavily  and  more  often.  ” 

“Despite  enthusiastic  predictions  of  a 
few  years  ago.  there  was  little  talk  of 
driving  the  Mafia  or  other  illegal 
operators  out  of  business.  Instead  the 
emphasis  was  on  raising  more  and  more 
revenue  for  the  public  purse  with  the  help 
of  computers  and  data  scanners,  catchy 
advertising  campaigns  and  alluring  new 
games.” 

Off-track  betting  association  president 
Raymond  S.  Blanchard  said.  “Our  first 
enemy  is  one  of  image.  We’ve  got  to 
convince  people  we’re  not  in  the 
gambling  business.  We’re  in  the  public 
revenue  business.” 

Public  gaming  not  panacea 

Studies  for  the  National  Gambling 
Commission,  which  was  created  by 
Congress  to  make  a  comprehensive  legal 
and  factual  study  of  gambling  in  the  U.S.. 
show,  however,  that  public  gaming  is  far 
from  the  panacea  that  is  often  pictured, 
the  Post  article  says.  “Initial  predictions 
of  profits  have  usually  been  too 
optimistic,  and  contributions  to  state 
revenues  relatively  slim,  representing  on 
the  average.  2  or  3  percent  of  state 
revenues. 

Commission  officials  say  that  revenues 
from  the  complete  legalization  of  all 
forms  of  gambling  throughout  the  states 
would  still  represent  an  "insignificant” 


proportion  of  over-all  state  revenue 

Furthermore,  the  commission  says, 
there’s  also  a  point  of  diminishing 
returns  for  any  form  of  legalized 
gambling.  Operating  costs  and  taxation 
can  decrease  payoffs  to  the  public  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  will  turn  to  illegal  games 
where  payoffs  may  be  higher. 

State  lotteries,  for  example,  generally 
pay  out  to  bettors  only  45  cents  of  every 
dollar  they  take  in.  The  rest  goes  for 
profit  and  overhead  including  heavy 
advertising  budgets. 

Appeals  go  to  Congress 

The  Commission  is  making  several 
recommendations  to  the  Congress.  A  key 
recommendation  is  to  exempt  winnings 
in  state-operated  lotteries  from  federal 
income  taxes  in  order  for  them  to  offer 
real  competition  to  the  illegal  numbers 
rackets. 

According  to  the  newspaper  article. 
James  Ritchie  of  the  commission  staff 
said  present  federal  tax  policy  is 
“counter-productive”  because  illegal 
winnings  go  unreported  and  untaxed 
while  legal  winnings  are  taxed. 

Mr.  Ritchie  then  turned  his  criticism  to 
the  public  gaming  industry  itself  which, 
he  charged,  has  become  an  “almost 
mindless  bureaucracy  bent  on 
perpetuating  itself  without  ever  asking 
where  it’s  going  or  what  the  end  results 
might  be.” 

Mr.  Ritchie  was  especially  critical  of 
the  loud  promotional  efforts  —  like  ads  of 
"George  Washington  winking  on  a  dollar 
bill”  —  that  state  agencies  use  to  lure 
new  bettors.  The  gambling  commission 
has  since  recommended  that  the  states 
tone  down  their  advertising  and 
“scrupulously  limit”  it  to  flat  informa¬ 
tional  bulletins  about  the  games  being 
offered,  and  the  odds  of  winning  them, 
them. 

If  the  states  fail  to  shape  up.  the 
commission  proposed  "Congress  should 
consider  giving  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  the  explicit  authority  to  set 
and  enforce  compulsory  guidelines.” 

There  is  definitely  a  built-in  dynamic 
for  growth  in  legalized  gambling, 
concludes  the  Post  article:  for 
University  of  Michigan  research  shows 
that  less  than  half  the  population  (1974) 
are  currently  bettors  in  state  lotteries. 
That  means  over  half  the  population  is 
still  to  be  "converted.” 


Trustees  seek  blueprint 

Alaska  Methodist  University  still  has  problems 


By  CLYDE CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

ANCHORAGE  —  While  plans  to 
redesign  Alaska  Methodist  University 
were  initially  drafted  here  at  a  recent 
Board  of  Trustees  meeting,  other 
problems  were  looming  on  the  horizon 
for  the  United  Methodist  school  which 
this  fall  failed  to  open  its  doors  for  the 
first  time  in  its  15-year  history. 

Those  problems  are: 

•  AMU’s  accreditation  may  be  in 
jeopardy; 

•  All  hope  for  state  financial  aid  to  AMU 
students  is  ended  ; 

•  AMU  may  be  a  “political  football”  in 
the  Alaskan  scene. 

School  trustees  met  here  Oct.  28-30  in 
the  first  of  three  sessions  this  winter  to 
plan  the  future  of  the  state’s  only  four- 
year  independent  university.  High  on  the 
list  of  goals  temporarily  set  by  the  18 
trustees  were  quality  education  in  a  few 
limited  areas,  an  ecumenical  religious 
center,  human  self-development  of 
individuals  and  communities  and  service 
to  the  Anchorage  area. 

But  the  school’s  accreditation  may  be 
in  jeopardy.  The  Northwest  Association 
of  Schools  and  Colleges  informed  AMU 
officials  that  a  Dec.  6  meeting  was 
scheduled  to  “reevaluate  the  institution 
and  continued  education.” 

AMU  chief  executive  officer  Dennis 
Binning  told  the  trustees  that  he  believes 
the  accrediting  agency  can  be  convinced 
to  postpone  any  action  until  the 
reassessment  process  in  which  the 
trustees  are  now  engaged  can  be 
concluded. 


Still  may  stay! 

FERRUM,  Va.  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  college  here  is  maintaining 
a  “moonshine”  still. 

Officials  at  Ferrum  College  don’t 
have  to  run  from  “revenooers”  or 
angry  bishops.  They  are  operating  the 
device  as  an  historical  artifact  as  part 
of  the  school’s  third  annual  Blue 
Ridge  Folklife  Festival. 

The  still,  estimated  to  be  between  40 
and  50  years  old  and  made  entirely  of 
copper,  was  found  hidden  outside  a 
suspected  moonshiner’s  house  earlier 
this  year. 

Although  such  items  are  normally 
destroyed,  an  alcohol  control  official 
said  that  “the  man  conducting  the 
raid  realized  the  uniqueness  of  the 
still  and  saw  the  historical  value  of 
preserving  it.” 

- - - - - - - 

Language 
lift  to  U.S. 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 
SAN  FRANCISCO  -  The  height  of 
loneliness,  just  about  any  U.S. 
immigrant  will  tell  you,  is  landing 
friendless  and  without  English  on 
American  shores  and  trying  to  get  your 
life  together. 

But  the  traumas  of  riding  a  bus, 
shopping  at  the  supermarket  and 
opening  a  bank  account  have  been 
substantially  lessened  this  year  for  some 
300  immigrants  in  United  Methodism’s 
California-Nevada  annual  conference, 
thanks  to  Partners  in  English  ( PIE . ) 

In  fact,  for  the  past  25  years  —  ever 
since  GI  war  brides  began  arriving  on 
the  West  coast  —  conference-sponsored 
PIE  and  a  predecessor  agency  have  been 
pairing  off  persons  for  language 
exchange  and  inter-cultural  experiences 
that  “make  the  Christian  presence  felt,” 
says  PIE  director  Evelyn  Kendall  here. 

The  ministry  in  language  differs 
widely  in  approach.  In  some  areas,  small 
informal  classes  are  held.  In  others, 
different-language  congregations  pair 
up.  In  still  others,  nursery  schools  are 
provided  for  children  whose  parents 
attend  language  classes  elsewhere. 

But  the  major  thrust  always,  Ms. 
Kendall  says,  is  a  one-to-one  relationship 
between  immigrant  and  volunteer.  “Our 
goal  is  not  just  to  teach  a  language,  but  to 
establish  community.” 

Originally  based  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  area.  PIE  now  reaches  into  20 
communities  and  serves  12  ethnic 
language  groups.  Nine  local  coordinators 
across  the  conference  recruit  volunteers 
and  set  up  programs. 

At  Hillsdale  UMC  here,  for  example, 
where  facilities  are  shared  with  a 
Methodist  Tongan  congregation, 
possibilities  for  language  and  cultural 
exchanges  are  built-in."  In  Sacramento, 
however,  where  Frances  Schneider  is  a 
local  coordinator,  both  immigrant 
students  and  their  volunteer  teachers  are 
sought  and  matched  through  the 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR  and  other 
media. 

PIE  stresses  that  “teachers”  need  not 
be  experienced  in  teaching  language,  nor 
do  they  need  to  know  the  immigrants’ 
language.  “Volunteers  are  all  experts  in 
practical  conversation,”  Ms.  Kendall 
says,  “and  that’s  the  way  we  teach.  They 
can  all  be  friends,  too.  and  that  goes  a 
long  way  toward  making  the  ‘student’ 
comfortable  and  fluent.  It  helps  them 
lose  their  fear  of  this  new  culture.” 

The  agency,  all  volunteer  except  for 
Ms.  Kendall  and  a  part-time  assistant,  is 
both  a  conference  Advance  Special  and, 
beginning  with  the  new  quadrennium.  a 
General  Advance  Special  (which  means 
it  can  receive  financial  support  from 
anywhere  in  the  UMC. )  It  also  receives  a 
grant  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  national  division,  and 
some  support  for  nursery  school  staffing 


A  hope  for  financial  help  was  dashed 
when  voters  on  Nov.  2  defeated  an 
amendment  to  the  state  constitution 
authorizing  tax  aid  to  church  and  private 
education  through  student  grants.  An 
earlier  bill  which  had  allowed  AMU 
students  to  receive  state  aid  tuition 
grants  was  ruled  unconstitutional  by  the 
State  Supreme  Court  last  summer  and 
precipitated  the  trustees’  decision  to 
close  the  school  this  fall.  (See  TM/UMR, 
Oct.  1). 

Mr.  Binning,  however,  said  “our 
existence  does  not  depend  on  voter 
approval  of  tuition  equalization  grants. 
Our  key  to  survival  is  in  providing  the 
kinds  of  programs  the  people  of  this  state 
want.” 

Trustees  were  supplied  financial 
sheets  which  showed  a  1976-77  budget 
income  and  assets  of  $2.1  million, 


expenses  of  $1.7  million  with  an  income 
in  excess  of  expenses  of  $363,004. 

Mrs.  Ray  Beene,  trustee  from  Dallas, 
told  TM/UMR  that  one  “unspoken”  but 
nonetheless  real  problem  is  that  AMU 
“seems  to  be  a  political  football”  in  the 
Alaskan  scene.  The  voters  approved  the 
move  of  the  state  capital  from  Juneau  to 
an  undeveloped  location  50  miles  from 
Anchorage.  Some  persons  believe,  she 
said,  the  long-range  plan  is  to  attempt  to 
secure  the  AMU  property,  which  is  on  the 
outskirts  of  Anchorage,  and  build  the 
capital  on  those  grounds. 

“I  believe  the  school  has  a  great 
future,”  Mrs.  Beene  said.  “When  we 
trustees  get  the  school  going  in  the  right 
direction,  we  can  get  support  for  it  from 
all  across  the  church.  If  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  in  the  missionary 
business,  this  is  the  place  to  start.” 


Evangelism  concerns 
faced  by  missioncrs 


BALTIMORE  (UMC)  —  What  kind  of 
evangelism  makes  persons  act  as  the 
members  of  the  church  in  Plains,  Ga., 
where  people  sing  of  Jesus  and  are  born 
again  but  close  the  doors  when  a  black 
man  comes? 

Bishop  James  Armstrong  put  that 
question  to  persons  in  the  Conference  for 
New  Life  Missioners  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  here  Nov.  1-4.  Nearly 
200  missioners,  persons  trained  and 
certified  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship  to 
share  in  church  renewal  efforts,  took 
part  in  the  sessions  for  continuing 
education.  They  came  from  36 
conferences. 

Other  speakers  addressed  other 
themes  related  to  evangelism: 
motivation  of  the  preacher,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  message  and  the  methodology. 

As  conference  preacher,  Bishop 
Armstrong  of  Aberdeen,  S.D.,  compared 
the  “successes  and  failures”  of 
evangelism  in  terms  of  a  Biblical 
approach  rather  than  “the  American 
myth,”  while  pointing  out  that  there  is  no 
complete  success  or  failure  because 
“God  works  through  us  frail  DeoDle.” 

Known  for  his  social  activism.  Bishop 
Armstrong  recalled  that  the  “great 
awakenings”  of  American  history  had 
helped  to  prepare  the  nation  for 
independence  and  then  had  helped  shape 
a  frontier  nation  to  oppose  slavery  and 
injustice.  But  he  charged  effects  of  the 
last  two  national  elections  to  “the  failure 


ministry  gives 
immigrants 

from  the  United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Service. 

It  began  in  1951  when  former 
missionary  to  China  Ruth  Gress  was 
asked  to  design  a  program  to  help  war 
brides  adjust  to  their  new  homeland  — 
then  known  as  Work  With  Non-English 
Speaking  People.  Later  it  was  supported 
by  BGM’s  women’s  division.  In  1974  it 
was  renamed  Partners  in  English.  Since 
the  beginning,  an  estimated  600 
volunteers  have  served  in  the  program 
and  well  over  1,000  immigrants  have 
been  reached. 

By  whatever  name,  Ms.  Kendall  says, 
25  years  of  “partnership”  are  paying  off. 
One  of  PIE’s  newer  projects,  at  Acampo 
Iglesia  de  la  Comunidad,  is  coordinated 
by  Lydia  Rodriguez  who  was  once  a 
student  in  Ms.  Gress’  language  ministry. 


1977 

ESCORTED 

TOURS 


to  offer  an  adequate  evangelism  for  the 
time  in  which  we  live.”  In  1972,  he 
asserted,  pocketbooks  were  more 
important  than  ideals,  “which  didn’t  sink 
into  the  souls  of  people,”  while  in  1976, 
“God  help  us  if  either  of  the  presidential 
candidates  showed  the  politics  of 
evangelicals”  as  they  claimed  to  be. 

The  church’s  greatest  need  is  for  the 
Holy  Spirit,  according  to  Dr.  Lloyd 
Ogilvie.  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  Hollywood,  Calif.  He  stressed 
that  “everything  we  long  for  is  a  gift 
from  the  Holy  Spirit,”  gifts  that  “you 
don’t  have  to  produce  in  order  for  God  to 
love  you— he  gives  them  to  you.” 

To  receive  the  Holy  Spirit  “means  to 
untangle  the  mess  and  heal  people,  in 
order  to  make  them  healers,  to  set  them 
free  from  self-confidence  and  self- 
centeredness.”  Dr.  Ogilvie  warned  also 
against  distorting  the  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  by  emphasizing  the  single  one  of 
speaking  in  tongues,  though  he  said  such 
an  experience  had  provided 
“tremendous  release”  in  his  own  prayer 
life.  Instead,  he  added,  “the  only 
authentic  test  is  love.” 

Dr.  George  Outen  called  United  Meth¬ 
odists  “fortunate”  to  have  the  four-fold 
heritage  of  Wesleyan  theology, 
combining  reason,  experience,  tradition 
and  scripture.  That  means,  said  the  chief 
executive  of  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  that  Christians  need  to 
accept  Christ  as  Lord,  “continuing  in 
charge  and  changing  your  life  style,”  as 
well  as  recognize  the  forgiveness  of 
Christ  as  savior. 

In  answer  to  numerous  questions,  Dr. 
Outen  said  he  felt  the  people  in  the  Plains 
church  had  the  prerogative  to  adopt  the 
resolution  “not  to  accept  niggers  and 
civil  rights  workers”  —  because  “it  was 
their  church."  He  added,  “but  we  can 
close  our  doors  in  other  ways  than 
racially.”  It  is  because  “people  have  not 
been  made  to  understand  the  nature  and 
mission  of  the  church  that  they  feel  it  is 
their  church,”  he  held. 

Also  in  response  to  queries,  Dr.  Outen 
spoke  about  ethnic  quotas  and  changing 
perceptions  of  integration.  “The  quota 
system  is  just  beginning  to  bear  fruit,” 
he  asserted,  noting  that  the  “first 
generation”  of  ethnic  leaders  is  in 
service  but  that  more  must  be  sought, 
requiring  development  of  leaders. 
“Integration  is  not  real  until  equity  is 
established,”  he  urged,  and  this  includes 
recognition  of  the  talents  and 
contributions  of  ethnic  persons,  as  well 
as  being  flexible  to  signals  of  their 
feelings  of  readiness  or  reticence. 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


FEB.  11  -  FEB.  26 


CRUISE 


A  15-day  United  Methodist  adventure  to  the  sun- 
swept  Caribbean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  Greek 
Registered  DAPHNE.  Enjoy  leisurely  shipboard  life 
and  outstanding  meals  as  you  sail  round-trip  from 
New  Orleans,  visiting  Yucatan,  Guatemala.  Jamaica 
and  Colombia,  South  America. 


WESTERN 

GRAND  CIRCLE 


MAR.  4 -MAR.  22 


This  all-surface  rail  and  private  motorcoach  tour 
takes  you  to  the  sunny  southwest  for  19  wonderful 
days.  Among  the  high  points  are  the  spectacular 
Grand  Canyon,  The  Sun  Country  of  Phoenix  and 
Tucson,  Los  Angeles,  and  the  scenic  three-day  drive 
up  the  California  coast  to  cosmopolitan  San 
Francisco. 


HISTORIC 


MAY  21 -JUNE  4 


Here  is  a  lovely  tour  for  Methodists  which  is 
scheduled  for  the  first  year  of  the  third  century  of 
American  independence.  We  will  visit  Shrines  of 
history,  such  as  Boston,  Plymouth,  Lexington,  Con¬ 
cord,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Valley  Forge,  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Colonial  Williamsburg.  Two  delightful 
weeks  by  charter  motorcoach. 
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districts  show  membership  increase 


At  the  end  of  October,  1976  the  total  net 
increase  in  membership  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  stood  at  1,701!  Membership 
for  the  entire  Conference  on  that  date 
was  137,725,  compared  with  136,024  on 
January  1.  1976.  This  indicates  that 
church  membership  among  United 
Methodists  in  our  State  continues  to  grow 
at  a  rapid  pace,  and  it  means  that 
evangelism  efforts  are  bearing  fruit.  It 
is,  indeed,  occasion  for  Thanksgiving  and 
celebration. 

This  growth  is  significant  for  many 
reasons.  It  is  a  continuing,  on  going 
growth,  that  keeps  moving  upward  every 
year.  This  has  been  in  sharp  contrast  to 
the  general  picture  of  decline  in  church 
membership  throughout  the  world.  The 
enthusiasm  with  which  our  Conference 
consistently  grows  is  a  tribute  to  the 
interest  and  concern  for  the  church’s 
mission,  to  the  leadership  of  clergy  and 
lay  people  alike,  and  to  the  efforts  of  our 


District 

Total  Members.  10/31/76  Net  Increase 

Alexandria 

10,438 

71 

Baton  Rouge 

21,968 

321 

Hammond 

11,082 

275 

Lafayette 

13,749 

95 

Lake  Charles 

13,119 

119 

Monroe 

15,273 

174 

New  Orleans 

18,889 

191 

Ruston 

10,898 

48 

Shreveport 

22,319 

407 

United  Methodist  church 

community 

giving  significant  leadership  in  this 

with  its  love  and  concern  for  its 
fellowman. 

direction.  He  carries  on  the  traditions  set 
in  previous  years,  and  shares  the 

By  the  end  of  this  year,  our  Conference 
will  very  likely  show  even  a  larger  total. 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has 
expressed  keen  interest  in  the 
evangelism  emphasis  and  effort,  and  is 


concern  for  total  church  involvement. 
Two  entirely  new  congregations  have 
been  established  in  our  Conference  in  the 
past  year  and  a  half,  and  both  are 
growing  rapidly  in  membership  and 
services. 


Convention  Hall  is  scene  of  welcome 


Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  68,  who  was 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident  in 
Shreveport  on  November  8,  had  a  long 
and  distinguished  career  in  the 
Conference  His  influence  and  vital  spirit 
will  be  remembered  for  many  years.  To 
his  widow,  Nell  Honeycutt  Rickey  and  his 
children.  David  Albert  and  Patricia 
Rickey  Jones,  this  newspaper  joins  with 
their  many  friends  in  expressing  sincere 
sympathy. 

Doctor  Rickey  was  born  in  Huntsville. 
Alabama  and  was  educated  at 
Northwestern,  Emory  University  and 
Yale  University  He  received  the 
Honorary  Doctorate  from  Centenary 
College.  During  his  ministry  he  had 
served  throughout  the  conference  both  as 
pastor  and  as  District  Superintendent  (in 
two  districts  in  Louisiana  and  in 
Arkansas).  For  a  number  of  years  he 
also  headed  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  of  the  Conference.  When 
he  retired  from  the  active  ministry  in 
1975,  he  and  Mrs.  Rickey  moved  to 
Shreveport,  where  he  immediately 
became  active  in  many  phases  of  church 
and  community-related  work.  He  was 
[  serving,  also,  as  pastor  of  Love  Chapel 

Funeral  services  for  Doctor  Rickey 
were  held  in  Shreveport  on  November  10. 


Bishop’s  Message 

I  would  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fifth  verse  of  the  twentieth  Psalm, 
“May  we  shout  for  joy  over  your  victory,  and  in  the  name  of  our  God  set  up  our 
banners!”  I  am  sure  there  are  those  who  would  say  this  is  not  a  time  for 
America  to  be  setting  up  any  banners.  There  are  those  who  would  remind  us  we 
area  “sick society.” 

Yet  I  believe  Dr.  David  H.  C.  Read  is  right  when  he  says.  “We  need  to  see 
America  not  sick  but  thankful.”  This  does  not  mean  that  we  close  our  eyes  to  the 
real  dangers  we  face,  or  ignore  our  sins,  or  refuse  to  face  the  problems  that 
confront  us.  Rather  it  means  that  we  become  aware  of  the  mercy  of  God  that 
brought  the  Pilgrims  to  their  knees,  that  we  see  the  bountiful  harvest  that 
comes  out  of  our  fields,  the  intricate  labor  and  skill  that  help  heal  our  bodies, 
and  that  we  recognize  the  goodness  and  the  generosity  at  work  in  the  hearts  of 
our  fellowmen.  The  real  America  is  not  sick  but  thankful.  Now  is  the  time  when 
in  the  name  of  our  God  we  need  to  set  up  our  banner  of  gratitude. 

Sincerely, 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


It’s  bazaar  time 


When  Alexandria  District  welcomed  the  Shamblins.  they  rolled  out  the  “red  carpet ”  in  Convention  Hall  in  that  city.  Ladies 
from  all  over  the  District  helped  to  make  the  occasion  a  memorable  one.  “Young  ladies"  served  as  tea  girls;  ministers  and  wives 
were  greeters;  and  each  church  contributed  time  and  refreshments.  More  than  350  people  were  on  hand  to  extend  the  warm  hand 
of  fellowship.  The  banner  was  provided  by  the  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart. 


Do  you  know 


That  the  success  of  The  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
will  not  be  determined  alone  by  the 
gifts  and  bequests  of  the  well-to-do. 
but  by  all  thoughtful  United 
Methodists  who  make  periodic  gifts 
or  remember  to  place  the 
Foundation  in  their  wills  ....  That 
where  Foundation  programs  are  in 
existence,  many  more  bequests  and 
special  gifts  go  to  local  churches. 
The  Foundation  is  an  ally  of  the  local 
church  seeking  to  inspire  all  people 
to  practice  a  broader  and  deeper 
stewardship. 


At  I/iii den  (liurcli 

Missions  in  the  Bayou  state 


“Missions  in  the  Bayou  State”  was  the 
theme  of  the  first  Mission  Festival  held 
at  First  Church,  Minden  this  fall.  A 
church  spokesman  reports  that  it  ".  .  . 
was  highly  informational,  inspirational, 
and  challenging  to  the  Christian 
community.” 

Dr.  J.  B.  Holt  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  both 
morning  worship  services,  using  the 
missions  theme.  Following  the  worship 
an  entire  day  of  mission-centered 
activity  was  celebrated. 

Many  of  the  mission  projects  in  the 
Conference  had  representatives  who  had 
set  up  booths  and  displays  depicting  the 
missions  concern.  Also,  World  Service, 
UMCOR  and  Philippines’  missions  were 
presented.  One  of  the  most  colorful 
exhibits  was  that  of  “American 
Methodism  on  Parade,”  which  was 
provided  by  Mrs.  John  Koelemay  of  New 
Orleans.  This  display  consists  of  floats  in 
the  Mardi  Gras  format  depicting  the 
history  of  Methodism  in  America  from 
the  earliest  beginnings  to  the  present. 

Included  in  the  displays  were:  The 
Spanish  Speaking  Ministries  and  the 


Philippines  Mission,  with  Ray  Holt;  The 
Methodist  Hospital  New  Orleans,  John 
Koelemay;  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center.  New  Orleans,  David  Billings; 
People’s  Community  Center.  New 
Orleans,  William  R.  London;  Lafon 
Protestant  Home,  slide  presentation  by 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon;  Methodist  Home 
Hospital,  New  Orleans,  William  F.  Mayo. 

Also,  Dulac  Community  Center,  Spiller 
Milton;  MacDonnell  UM  Children’s 
Services,  Jerry  Bridges;  UM  Children's 
Home,  Ruston,  Terrel  J.  DeVille; 
Deaconess  Work.  Ms.  Doris  Armes; 
Sager  Brown  School,  Ms.  Maureen 
Slaughter,  Ms.  Esther  Perkins;  UMCOR, 
Dr.  J.  B.  Holt;  World  Service.  Dr. 
Everett  Doerge  ( layman  of  First  Church, 
Minden);  1000  Club,  Cecil  Bland; 
Advance  Special,  Leland  Wade. 

This  successful  event  was  sponsored 
by  the  Mission  Work  Area  of  First 
Church,  with  Mrs.  Thelma  Giessen 
serving  as  chairwoman.  The  Rev.  Tracy 
Arnold.  Pastor,  and  many  members  of 
the  congregation  have  been  assisting  in 
planning  the  Missions  Day  for  more  than 
six  months. 


The  Jesus  Power  and  Light 


gives  concert  at  Jonesville 


The  Jesus  Power  and  Light. 


The  Jesus  Power  and  Light  is  an 
interdenominational  singing  and 
witnessing  group  of  Jonesville.  and  they 
give  their  new  concert  there  on 
November  14. 

This  group  of  young  people  meet 
weekly  for  musical  practice  and  Bible 
study,  and  are  always  happy  to  share 
their  “witness”  with  others.  Musical 
ability  is  important,  but  it  is  not  the  chief 
requirement  for  membership.  The  chief 
requirement,  in  the  words  of  the 


rP. 


directors  is  ”...  the  desire  of  the  young 
person  to  commit  his  life  to  Jesus,  and  to 
give  witness  to  Him  in  a  daily  walk,  and 
then  also  in  concerts.”  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dick 
Thomae  of  Jonesville  are  directors  of 
this  inspired  group.  One  of  the  recent 
performances  of  the  young  people  was  at 
a  Spiritual  Life  Advance  retreat  at  Camp 
Attakapa  in  Jena. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot  is  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Jonesville  where  the 
where  the  concert  was  held. 


LUM  commissioners  meet 


Attending  the 
LUM  Commission¬ 
ers'  meeting  were 
(from  left)  : 
Spurgeon  Dunnam, 
III;  George  Duer- 
son;  Bishop  J.  Ken¬ 
neth  Shamblin ; 
Harry  T.  S  tat  ham; 
Beverly  Bond; 
James  Wilson;  and 
R.  P.  Lay. 


The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 
held  its  annual  Fall  meeting  on 
November  12  in  New  Orleans,  and  the 
Rev.  George  Duerson  of  First  Church, 
Denham  Springs,  was  elected  chairman 
Mr.  Duerson  has  served  as  secretary  of 
the  group  for  the  past  two  years.  Harry 
T.  Statham,  a  member  of  the  Metairie 
Church,  was  named  secretary. 

Other  Board  members  attending 

New  appointment 

From  Bishop  Shamblin’s  office  comes 
announcement  of  the  following 
appointment:  the  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover  to 
Associate,  First  Church,  Monroe,  from 
Olla-Tullos.  The  appointment  was 
effective  November  1 . 

Time  to  prepare 

Supt.  William  F.  Mayo  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  has 
mailed  to  all  pastors  in  the  Conference 
cards  for  indicating  their  requests  for 
brochures  and  envelopes  to  use  on 
December  19.  This  is  the  Sunday 
designated  by  the  Conference  as  Home 
Hospital  Sunday. 

Mr.  Mayo  asked  this  newspaper  to 
remind  all  pastors  that  if  they  have  not 
sent  in  their  requests  for  brochures  and 
envelopes,  please  do  so  at  once.  Send 
your  requests  to  him  at  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital. 


Important  meetings 

PLEASE  NOTE:  the  following 
meetings  are  scheduled  for  early 
December.  Please  mark  them  on 
your  calendar 

Conference  Council  on 
Ministries— December  10-11,  1976. 
TRINITY  CHURCH.  Alexandria 

Board  of  the  Laity— December  11- 
12. 1976,  Alexandria 


included  the  Reverends  Beverly  E.  Bond, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Pineville,  and 
James  E.  Wilson.  Director  of  Wesley 
Foundation  at  NLU  and  Pastor  of  Oak 
Ridge  Church,  Monroe,  also,  R.  P.  Lay, 
of  Shreveport. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  the 
Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam.  Ill,  Editor  of 
the  TEXAS  METHODIST/UNITED 
METHODIST  REPORTER  were  also 
participants  in  the  meeting.  Robert  F 
Harrington,  Provost;  Thelma  R.  Brett, 
News  Editor;  and  Shirley  Jakway, 
secretary  to  the  Provost,  attended  the 
meeting. 

The  Commissioners  recommended  the 
dates  of  January  16-Februarv  13.  1977  as 
the  dates  of  the  subscription  campaign 
for  the  newspaper,  subject  to  approval 
by  the  Cabinet.  They  also  voted  to 
maintain  the  subscription  rate  of  $3.00 
per  year  or  $2.50  to  churches  on  the 
Every  Member  Plan. 

There  was  a  fire 


College  Avenue  Church.  Natchitoches 
recently  rejoiced  in  the  burning  of  the 
mortgage.  Assisting  in  the  service  were 
Henry  Stevens.  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board  and  Woodrow 
Whitford.  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  Many  former  members 
attended  the  special  event.  The 
photograph  shows  the  “ mortgage 
burning .“ 


Pharr  Chapel  workers  display  some  of  the  items  to  be  sold. 


The  perennial  bazaar  in  many  of  our 
conference  churches  proves  so  popular 
(and  lucrative)  that  the  number  seems  to 
increase  each  year.  Aside  from 
providing  additional  funding  for  worthy 
projects,  this  activity  also  affords  the 
added  ingredients  of  fellowship,  fun  and 
Christian  cooperation. 

Some  bazaars  are  held  in  early  fall: 
others  come  in  late  fall  or  close  to 
Christmas.  (We  have  never  heard  of  one 
that  was  not  successful. )  In  this  edition  of 
the  newspaper  we  share  a  picture  of  the 
“Harvest  Buffet  and  Bazaar”  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  Pharr  Chapel.  Morgan  City. 

Pharr  Chapel  reports  that 
“Everything  from  Venezuelan  Chicken 


and  Swedish  Meat  Balls  to  Texas  pie  and 
Coca  Cola  salad  was  served  .  .  during  a 
leisurely  lunch  hour  which  provided  time 
to  talk  and  sip  coffee  with  old  friends.” 
But  food  was  not  the  only  ingredient; 
many  useful,  colorful  and  sparkling 
items  were  displayed  for  purchase, 
and  these  homemade,  carefully  planned 
articles  gathered  a  profit  which  will  be 
given  to  missions  at  home  and  abroad. 

Readers  are  reminded  that  if  they  are 
now  holding  Christmas  bazaars,  please 
send  pictures  and  stories  within  the  next 
two  or  three  weeks  so  that  they  will 
appear  in  December  editions  of  THE 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST. 
(Our  two-week  deadline  necessitates 
working  ahead.) 


Asbury  at  Clinton  dedication  held 


Pictured  here  are 
the  Rev.  Robert  C. 
Crichlow.  Baton 
Rouge  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  and 
the  Rev.  J.  A. 
Smith,  pastor,  in 
front  of  Asbury 
Church.  Clinton. 
The  picture  was 
made  on  the 
occasion  of  the 
dedication  of  the 
church,  according 
to  a  communication 
from  the  church 
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.4/  Deer  ford  Church 


Children  and  youth  conduct  services 


Children  and 
youth  of  Deerford 
Church  conducted 
the  morning 
worship  services  on 
Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Sunday  in  their 
church.  Coordinati¬ 
ng  the  plans  for  this 
meaningful  event 
was  Miss  Annie 
Ruth  Millican. 
chairman  of 
Work  Area 
Education. 

The  program 
included  a  con¬ 
secration 
for  the 


and  officers  of  the  Church  School,  and  the  participation  by  the  young  people 
provided  a  memorable  service.  The  pastor  is  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Wilkes. 

Shown  here  are  the  Deerford  group.  Front  row  (from  left )  —  Miss  Millican.  Roy 
Firmin.  Jr..  Karen  Alford.  Jan  Kirby.  Jim  Firmin.  Stacey  Whittington.  Betty  Lou 
Tucker.  Harri  Gardner.  Back  row  (from  left)  —  Bob  Gardner.  Nikki  Whittington, 
Cindy  Jones.  Melissa  Gustafsson.  Kim  Russell.  Lars  Gustafsson.  Acolytes  were  Ken 
Lipscomb  and  Stacy  Stubbs.  Ushers  were  Rick  Lipscomb  and  Glen  Yoes. 


State-gambling  advocates  find 
new  twist  to  same  old  fairy  tale 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  new  twist  has  been  added  to  the  old 
fairy  tale  about  the  emperor  and  his  new 
clothes.  You  will  recall  that  as  the  story 
of  a  “con  man"  who  sold  the  emperor  a 
non-existent  suit  by  telling  him  only 
“intelligent  people"  could  see  it.  Not 
wishing  to  admit  ignorance,  the  emperor 
bought  the  “suit"  and  walked  naked 
down  the  street  while  the  “con  man” 
walked  away  with  his  money. 

The  modern  version  of  the  story  is 
easily  identified  from  a  recent  statement 
by  the  head  of  the  National  Association  of 

Distribution 
methods  must 
be  re-evaluated 

United  Methodist  women  from  family- 
operated  farms  and  ranches  across  the 
nation  met  recently  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  for 
a  first-of-its-kind  workshop  on  “the 
survival  of  family  farms”  (see 
TM/UMR,  Nov.  19). 

Sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
-  Global  Ministries,  participants  spent 
•  three  days  discussing  the  role  of  family 
farms  in  the  American  system  of  food 
production  and  the  relationship  of  that 
system  to  world  hunger. 

Advocating  the  family-farm  as  the 
“most  efficient”  method  of  raising  food 
in  the  United  States,  participants  said  the 
strengthening  of  the  family  farm  concept 
of  American  agriculture  is  vital  to 
increased  food  production  for  a  hungry 
world. 

Participants  went  on  to  point  out, 
however,  that  no  amount  of  production 
will  be  effective  in  easing  the  immediate 
world  hunger  crisis  unless  better 
methods  are  used  for  distribution  of  the 
food  produced  to  hungry  persons  around 
the  world. 

A  frustration  was  expressed  by  several 
participants  specifically  in  connection 
with  the  way  America  —  “the  world’s 
breadbasket”  —  determines  where  its 
abundance  of  excess  food  ends  up  in  a 
hungry  world.  The  situation  was 
summed  up  by  one  participant  who  said: 
“The  law  of  supply  and  demand  doesn’t 
work  because  people  who  need  food  don’t 
have  the  money  to  create  the  demand.” 

She  was  pointing  to  the  economic  fact 
that  most  of  the  food  America  exports 
goes  to  nations  only  on  the  basis  of  who 
can  afford  to  pay  for  it.  Out  of  240  million 
tons  of  grain  produced  in  the  United 
States  last  year,  only  1.3  million  tons  was 
given  away  on  the  basis  of  need.  The 
balance  went  to  the  highest  bidder. 

There  undoubtedly  is  considerable 
truth  to  the  charge  that  while  America 
has  claimed  to  be  a  benevolent  force 
against  world  hunger,  it  has  in  fact  been 
the  financial  beneficiary  of  the  situation. 
With  only  the  loosest  kind  of  surveillance 
on  the  grain  trade  being  carried  on  by 
American  corporations  abroad,  supply 
and  demand  and  the  quest  for  top  prices 
have  tended  to  overshadow  moral 
responsibilities  to  help  feed  the  hungry 
people  of  the  world. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to  support 
all  efforts  to  interject  moral  considera¬ 
tions  into  the  food  export  system  of  our 
nation  at  points  where  economic 
considerations  now  stand  alone. 

We  affirm  the  family-farm  concept  in 
both  its  historic  and  potential  role  in  food 
production.  We  applaud  the  Women’s 
.Division  organizers  of  the  workshop  for 
their  insight  and  forsight  in  sponsoring 
such  a  workshop.  The  voice  of  farmers  in 
our  ranks  has  sometimes  been  neglected 
as  the  church  has  sought  solutions  to 
world  hunger,  and  we  are  pleased  to  see 
such  efforts  to  hear  from  these  “experts" 
as  a  part  of  the  denomination’s 
continuing  effort  to  combat  world 
hunger. 
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Off-Track  Betting,  who  said:  “We’ve  got 
to  convince  people  we’re  not  in  the 
gambling  business.  We’re  in  the  public 
revenue  business”  (see  TM/UMR,  Nov. 
19). 

The  gambling  promoter's  hope  is  that 
more  and  more  Americans  can  be  sold  on 
the  idea  that  gambling  —  when  it  is  done 
through  state-operated  lotteries  or  other 
avenues  where  government  gets  part  of 
the  profits  —  isn’t  really  gambling  at  all. 
It  magically  becomes  public  fund  raising 
and  a  good,  patriotic  way  to  support  local 
and/or  state  government. 

Maybe  the  muddle-headed  emperor  in 
the  fairy  tale  would  buy  such  a  hoax,  but 
we  hope  the  American  public  will  not  fall 
for  it.  No  amount  of  sleight  of  hand  tricks 
or  self-serving  double  talk  can  make 
gambling  any  less  of  a  menace  to  society 
—  regardless  of  who  sanctions  it. 

According  to  national  statistics,  three 
out  of  every’  five  adults  at  least 
“occasionally"  let  the  “con  man”  walk 
off  with  their  money  by  gambling,  and 
most  of  these  bets  are  placed  under  the 
auspices  of  government. 

We  urge  United  Methodist  individuals, 
local  churches  and  agencies  to  step  up 
efforts  to  combat  this  trend  across  the 
nation  by  exposing  gambling  —  however 
it  is  packaged  —  for  what  it  is. 

It  is  our  responsibility  as  Christians 
constantly  to  point  out  in  our 
communities  that  state-supported 
gambling  is  a  taxation  of  misery,  and  not 
legitimate  public  fund-raising. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 

Esperanto  is  way  to 
break  down  barriers 


NOVEMBER  26.  1978 
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Only  public-revenue  raising? 

This  "one  armed  bandit”  on  the  boardwalk  in  Atlantic  City,  N.J.  is  really  only  a 
fortune  telling  device,  but  will  soon  be  replaced  with  real  slot  machines  following 
approval  of  gambling  there.  New  Jersey  is  one  of  a  growing  number  of  states  buying 
into  the  idea  that  gambling  for  the  sake  of  public  revenue  is  somehow  acceptable 
(see  related  editorial  at  left).  religious  news  service  photo 


By  REUBEN  A.  TANQUIST 

We  are  living  in  a  shrinking  world! 
This  points  up  the  need  for  more  effective 
communication.  Norman  Cousins  has  put 
it  well:  “Countries  convene  with  ease, 
but  converse  with  effort.” 

The  need  for  a  neutral,  easy  to  learn 
second  language  is  becoming 
increasingly  acute.  Fortunately  such  a 
language  exists.  “Esperanto”  is  being 
used  by  millions  of  people  throughout  the 
world.  It  has  been  tested  and  proven  for 
more  than  eighty  years.  Scientists  are 
urging  more  extensive  use  of  Esperanto 
in  order  to  facilitate  scientific 
collaboration.  At  present,  language 
barriers  greatly  hinder  such  progress. 

The  same  urgency  exists  in  the  field  of 
religion  and  the  social  sciences.  The 
world  has  a  babble  of  some  3,000 
languages.  What  a  tremendous  obstacle 
to  the  effective  propagation  of  religion. 
Consider  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 
A  common  second  language  would 
greatly  enhance  its  work  and  influence 
among  the  world’s  many  peoples. 
Relevant  ecumenism  demands  better 
means  of  communication.  Churches  have 
a  large  stake  in  this  area.  This  ties  in 
closely  with  world  brotherhood,  the 
prevention  of  wars,  and  mankind’s  very 
survival  on  earth. 

The  Bible  is  available  in  Esperanto  at  a 
low  cost.  This  is  possible  since  the  same 
translation  can  be  used  by  Esperantists 
in  every  land.  Numerous  other  classical 
works  have  been  translated  (such  as 


Readers  write  in  response  to  diverse  issues 


Drinking  opposed 

To  The  Editor: 

In  the  October  29  issue  was  a  letter 
written  by  Lynne  B.  Whetsell  of  Ft. 
Washington,  Maryland.  One  particular 
statement  bothered  me.  It  read,  “I  am 
one  of  those  Christian  Methodists  who 
approve  of  social  drinking.” 

I  submit  this  is  an  incorrect  statement. 
“The  Book  of  Discipline”  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (1976)  states  on  page 
93  under  “The  Social  Community”,  “We 
affirm  our  long-standing  support  of 
abstinence  from  alcohol  as  a  faithful 
witness  to  God’s  liberating  and 
redeeming  love  for  persons." 

Contrary  to  present  trends,  one  cannot 
believe  “anything”  and  be  a  Methodist. 
Our  stance  on  abstinence,  not 
moderation,  is  very  plainly  spoken  in  our 
“Discipline”  as  men  of  God  interpreted 
the  word  of  God  into  rules  and  guidelines 
for  our  Christian  living. 

If  one  wishes  to  support  social  drinking 
that  may  be  one’s  freedom,  but  not 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Moderation  or  social  drinking  is  not  true 
Methodism.  What  is  happening  to  the 
solid  rock  of  Bible-believing  Christians 
bound  together  by  our  founder,  John 
Wesley,  and  by  the  grace  of  God? 

Let’s  put  discipline  back  in  our 
Christian  lives  and  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today! 

John  Wesley  Hembree 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
Coke  is  bud  for 
church  to  support 
To  the  Editor : 

Our  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
considering  the  sale  of  stock  in  Coca-Cola 
if  they  purchase  Taylor  Wines.  We  should 
examine  that  stock  on  other  grounds.  Our 
recent  General  Conference  has  urged  us 
to  focus  on  the  problem  of  world  hunger. 
Coca-Cola  is  producing  and  selling, 
around  the  world,  a  soft  drink  that  has  no 
nutritional  value;  it  does  little  more  than 
provide  calories  and  promote  tooth 
decay.  There  are  reports  from  many 
poor  areas  of  the  world  where  food 
money  is  spent  to  buy  the  “real  thing”  at 
the  expense  of  family  nutrition. 

Coca-Cola  Co.  does  have  a  foods 
division  and  produces  products  like 
Minute  Maid  Orange  Juice.  What  have 
we  as  stock  holders  done  to  encourage 
the  company  to.  sell  more  nutritional 
foods  and  stop  pushing  Coke? 

Jean  Banowit 
North  Syracuse,  New  York 
Are  standards  for 
clergy  different? 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  directed  to  the  one  who 
wrote  the  editorial,  “Bribery  should 
never  be  condoned"  (TM/UMR,  Nov.  5). 

I  wish  to  applaud  your  remarks  and  I 
support  you  in  what  you  say.  I  was  taught 
at  an  early  age  that  unrighteous  means 
do  not  justify  a  righteous  cause. 

Your  remarks  do  bring  to  mind  some 
thoughts  of  religious  leaders  resorting  to 
deception,  false  claims  and  half-truths. 

So  my  question  is  this:  Do  you  suggest 
that  religious  leaders  should  have  the 
same  high  moral  standard  that  you 
believe  the  business  men  should  have? 

O.  Dillon  Neal 
Wichita.  Kansas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Yes. 

Divorce  not  most 

im  po  rt  a  n  t  iss  u  e 

To  the  Editor: 

I  greatly  appreciated  the  overall 
accuracy  of  Sharon  Mielke’s  report  of 
her  interview  with  me  in  the  October  29 
issue.  The  interview  was  much  longer 
than  could  be  reported,  of  course,  but  she 
summarized  my  responses  with  great 
skill.  I  do  want  to  correct  one  point, 
however.  I  seem  to  have  left  the 
impression  with  her  that  I  consider 
divorce  to  be  the  most  important  single 
issue  facing  the  church  today.  I  do  think 
divorce  is  a  very  important  problem  and 
that  the  church,  by  and  large,  is  not 
taking  it  seriously  enough.  But  I  would 


not  describe  it  as  the  one  most  important 
problem. 

I  offered  this  in  the  interview  as  an 
illustration  of  a  point  at  which  I  think  the 
“grassroots”  of  the  church  may  be  more 
sensitive  to  an  issue  of  great  theological 
importance  than  many  of  the  churches 
leaders.  Many  ordinary  Christians 
realize  instinctively  that  the  credibility 
of  the  doctrine  of  grace  is  tied  up  in  our 
attitude  toward  the  marriage  covenant.  I 
could  say  much  more  about  this. 
Nevertheless,  in  a  world  deeply  troubled 
by  hunger  and  oppression  and  insecurity, 
I  would  not  want  to  single  out  divorce  as 
the  overarching  problem  of  greatest 
priority  for  Christians.  It  is  an  important 
part  of  a  very  extensive  agenda  of 
concerns  that  challenge  faithful 
Christians  of  the  late  twentieth  century. 

J.  Philip  Wogaman 
Washington,  D.C. 
Edilo ria  I  p ra  ised 
To  the  Editor : 

Congratulations  to  you  on  the  editorials 
in  the  Reporter  for  Nov.  12  (“Prison 
abolition  support  off  bases”  and  “News 
and  perspective”). 

All  of  the  editorials  in  The  Reporter 
reflect  both  Christian  principles  and 
common  sense.  The  former  without  the 
latter  is  often  ignorance  or  fanaticism  or 
both.  The  latter  without  the  former  is  a 
cold  and  heart-less  philosophy. 

Continue  the  good  work. 

John  E.  Dickey 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Cartoon  depicted 
icom  en  u  nfa  irly 

To  the  Editors: 

I  have  been  pleased  with  your 
equitable  coverage  of  women’s  activities 
at  the  local  level,  and  of  national  church 
news  concerning  women.  Your 
willingness  to  use  the  term  “Ms.”  I  noted 
with  special  pleasure,  as  churches  are 
often  reluctant  to  break  with  the  older 
forms  of  address. 

I  was  therefore  most  perturbed  by  the 
cartoon  appearing  in  the  November  5 
issue  of  TM/UMR.  Women  are  fully  as 
capable  of  handling  money  as  men.  I 
myself  pay  our  family’s  bills,  and  have 


had  my  own  checking  account  since  age 
16.  I  realize  the  TM/UMR’s 
responsibility  to  represent  the  entire 
diversity  of  United  Methodism,  but  I  do 
not  see  any  need  to  perpetuate  untruths 
about  half  the  human  race.  I  hope  such 
material  will  not  appear  again. 

Catherine  L.  Smitha 

Forestville,  California 

Lincoln  did  join 

church  before  death 

To  the  Editor : 

The  October  29  issue  of  TM/UMR  said 
that  President  Lincoln  never  joined  a 
church.  One  Methodist  historian,  Dr. 
Vernon  B.  Hampton,  said  in  his  book, 
“Religious  Background  of  the  White 
House,”  1932,  that  President  Lincoln 
joined  an  obscure  Presbyterian  church  in 
Washington  about  three  months  before 
he  died  —  not  the  large  Presbyterian 
church  in  Washington  which  he  attended. 

Dr.  Clarence  E.  Macartney  wrote  in 
his  book,  “The  Making  of  a  Minister”, 
concerning  Lincoln:  “Our  people  came 
from  the  good  old  Quaker  stock,  through 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Kentucky. 
Circumstances  took  us  into  the  Baptist 
sect  in  Indiana  in  which  several  of  our 
people  have  remained.  While  there  a 
good  Methodist  elder  rode  forty  miles 
through  a  winter  storm  out  of  his  way  to 
preach  my  mother's  funeral  sermon  at 


Spencer  Creek.  Here  in  Illinois,  we  are 
with  the  Presbyterians,  where  the 
Methodists  are  as  thick  as  bees  all  about 
us.” 

Jesse  A.  Earl 
Huntington,  West  Virginia1 

Crime  article  well  done 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you.  Thank  you!  for  the 
beautiful  article  on  Crime  Problems  by 
Harold  De  Wolf  (TM/UMR,  Nov.  12).  He 
expressed  skillfully  my  own  feelings. 
Many  of  us  who  are  less  articulate 
depend  on  persons  of  Dr.  De  Wolf’s 
calibre  to  set  forth  thru  various  media 
the  concerns  we  feel  deeply  about  but  are 
inadequate  in  being  able  to  communicate 
these  concerns. 

Regarding  his  “key  to  the  log  jam  .  .  . 
an  ‘enlightened  public’  ”  his  article 
should  be  read  in  a  mini  witness  from 
every  United  Methodist  pulpit  to  get 
people  thinking  about  their  own  reactions 
to  crime  and  criminals. 

Betty  J.  Linn 
Naperville,  Illinois 


Reuben  Tanquist 

Shakespeare’s).  There  are  also 
numerous  volumes  of  books  and 
periodicals  written  originally  in  this 
language.  The  church  thus  has  an 
opportunity  to  promote  the  more  rapid 
spread  and  carrying  out  of  its  God-given 
mission. 

The  proliferation  of  new  nations, 
scientific  knowledge,  world  trade  and 
travel  call  for  the  removal  of  blocks  to 
better  communication.  In  1900  a  man’s 
chances  of  traveling  abroad  to  people  of 
a  different  tongue  were  about  1  in  50. 
Today  they  are  roughly  1  in  5.  By  the 
year  2,000  the  estimate  is  1  in  2;  our 
shrinking  world! 

For  30  years  the  U.N.  has  struggled 
with  translating  its  proceedings  into  five 
national  languages:  Chinese,  English, 
French,  Russian  and  Spanish.  Some 
Security  Council  speeches  have  been 
translated  into  twenty  languages.  The 
cost  of  translations  alone  amount  to 
about  $20  millions  a  year. 

Why  not  one  of  the  national  languages 
for  a  world  language?  Which  one?  Would 
the  Russians,  Chinese  or  French,  for 
example,  be  willing  to  address  the  world 
in  English?  Turn  the  question  around: 
would  we  be  willing  to  adopt  any  one  of 
their  languages  for  the  same  purpose? 
To  ask  that  question  is  to  answer  it! 
English  is  regarded  by  many  peoples 
around  the  globe  as  a  colonialist 
language,  opening  old  sores.  So  are 
French,  Spanish,  Chinese  and  Russian, 
the  other  four  official  languages  of  the 
U.N.  Most  people  feel  self-conscious 
when  speaking  anything  but  their  mother 
tongue.  Esperanto  is  the  exception  — 
because  anyone  who  speaks  Esperanto  is 
on  an  equal  footing  with  every  other 
Esperanto  speaker!  In  addition,  it  is 
much  easier  to  learn  than  any  of  the 
national  languages  mentioned.  Why? 

Most  of  the  root-words  of  Esperanto 
are  common  to  several  existing 
languages.  It  is  phonetic:  words  are 
spelled  as  they  sound.  There  are  no  silent 
letters.  Words  are  recognized  by  their 
endings:  nouns  end  in  -o-,  adjectives  in 
-a-,  adverbs  in  -e-.  The  basic  grammar  of 
Esperanto  is  contained  in  16  fundamental 
rules,  with  no  exceptions.  The  accent  is 
always  on  the  next  to  the  last  syllable. 
Esperanto  has  only  12  verb  endings; 
English  has  654.  These  are  some  of  the 
reasons  why  Esperanto  can  be  learned  in 
a  fraction  of  the  time  required  to  learn  a 
new  national  language. 

A  German  professor  made  a  study  of 
language  learning  time,  with  these 
results.  German  students  need  1,500 
hours  to  learn  English,  and  2,000  hours  to 
learn  French  or  Italian.  But  the  same 
degree  of  language  competence  can  be 
gained  in  Esperanto  with  200  learning 
hours. 

On  a  page  of  an  Esperanto  textbook  are 
listed  98  common  word-roots,  33  prefixes 
and  suffixes,  plus  a  few  grammar 
endings.  By  learning  these  you  can  have 
a  vocabulary  of  more  than  1,000 
Esperanto  words;  including  fine  shades 
of  meaning  which  prefixes  and  suffixes 
make  possible.  This  indicates  what  can 
be  accomplished  when  a  language  is 
constructed  scientifically  according  to 
purposeful  planning. 

Esperanto  is  not  designed  to  replace 
any  national  or  ethnic  tongue,  but  to  be 
an  auxiliary,  second  language  for 
international  communication. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Reuben  A.  Tanquist,  is  associate 
minister  of  Freemont  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Portland,  Oregon. 


I  found  the  church  . 


In  my  job 

By  ANNE  DEARDORFF 

I  found  the  church  at  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  —  from 
behind  the  switchboard.  I  was  Chicken- 
Little  and  the  heavens  had  fallen.  A 
family  emergency  necessitated  my 
working.  I  was  sixty,  with  a  partially 
paralyzed  right  hand  and  away  from  the 
job  market  for  ten  years.  I  encountered  a 
stone  wall.  “Sorry,  the  position’s  filled’’ 
or  “You’re overqualified.” 

Mother  had  taught  us  to  give  an 
emergency  all  we  had  —  then  turn 
everything  over  to  God.  So  I  did ! 

By  chance  I  heard  that  the  Publishing 
House  might  have  an  opening.  Fortified 
by  my  prettiest  lipstick  and  a  prayer.  I 
set  out.  I  met  Margie  and  Thelma  on  the 
way  —  one  a  fellow  church  member  and 
the  other  a  former  member.  I  learned 
that  they  worked  at  the  Publishing 
House.  Beautiful  people  -  I  hardly  knew 
them,  and  they  wanted  to  help!  Margie 
told  me  to  tell  personnel  she  had  sent  me. 
I  had  a  warm,  interesting  interview. 
Nothing  available,  but  I’d  be  hearing 
from  them.  My  heart  took  wings  —  God 
really  was  interested!  Shortly  they 
called  -  would  I  like  to  take  the 
switchboard?  Would  I! 

My  life  turned  a  corner  that  day. 
Promotions  followed  and  eventually 
retirement.  I  saw  acts  of  kindness 
performed  constantly.  Strong,  capable 
people  were  hired,  but  also  those  with 
language,  ethnic,  physical  or  emotional 
handicaps.  People  in  trouble  given  a 
second  chance.  Pride  replacing  despair! 

Problems?  Of  course.  But  in  that 
ancient  building  on  McAllister  Street, 


San  Francisco,  I  found  the  church. 

Anne  Deardorff  is  a  member  of  the 
Geneva  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Francisco.  California. 

In  parking  lot 

By  HAZEL  NOWELL  AILOR 

The  church  overflowed  my  heart  on  a 
supermarket  parking  lot. 

Some  two  years  ago,  I  came  out  of 
Krogers  in  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana. 
Next  to  my  aging  car  was  an  equally 
battered  vehicle.  Behind  the  wheel  a 
young  black  woman  gazed  about 
helplessly.  She  could  not  start  her  motor. 
A  small  boy  bounced  uncertainly  on  the 
back  seat.  Car  trouble  has  several  times 
overwhelmed  me,  ^and  I  found  myself 
praying  that  the  driver  could  solve  her 
problem.  I  hurt  with  her  as  she  tried 
again  and  again. 

I  waited  in  my  car.  The  woman’s  eyes 
met  mine.  “I’m  praying  you  can  start 
it.”  I  said.  “I  think  I  know  how  you  feel.” 

“Thank  you,”  she  smiled  through 
unshed  tears.  “I’m  praying  that  same 
prayer.” 

I  felt  a  reaching  out  of  soul  to  soul  as  I 
sat  silently  by. 

The  sound  of  an  engine  can  be 
beautiful,  As  the  reluctant  car  started, 
the  woman  and  the  boy  waved  at  me. 
They  backed  out,  and  I  soon  followed.  We 
drove  in  the  same  direction.  The  boy 
smiled  happily  at  me  through  the  back 
window. 

I  honked  my  horn  as  I  made  my  turn. 
We  all  exchanged  a  farewell  wave. 

We  had  worshiped  together  there  on 
the  parking  lot,  and  the  joy  of  those 
shared  moments  for  me  is  unforgettable. 

Hazgl  Nowell  Ailor  resides  in 
Downsville.  Louisiana. 
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Bishops  call  for  clemency 

'  Death  penalty  one  issue  episcopal  leaders  address 


Council  of  Bishops  begins  sessions  with  worship  in  historic  church 

chair  in  the  photo,  the  Bible  on  the  lecturn  and  the  chalice  in 
the  bishop’s  hands  were  all  used  by  Bishop  Asbury. 

Administering  Communion  are  Bishop  James  Ault  (left), 
host  for  the  Council  meeting  and  bishop  of  the  Philadelphia 
Area  and  Bishop  Kenneth  Goodson.  Virginia  Area  and 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops.  (See  related  stories.) 

PHOTO:  WALTER  FAUST 


PHILADELPHIA  —  In  the  historical  setting  of  Old  St. 
George’s  United  Methodist  Church,  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  their  wives  receive  Holy  Communion  here  150 
years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  church’s  bishops,  also  in 
Philadelphia. 

Old  St.  George’s,  founded  in  1769,  is  where  Francis  Asbury 
preached  his  first  sermon  on  the  American  shore.  The  wooden 


Conference  votes  $5  million  to 
bolster  troubled  retirement  homes 


By  WILLIAM  STEEL 
Special  To  TM/UMR 
LOS  ANGELES  —  United  Methodism’s 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference 
meeting  in  a  special  called  session  here 
Nov.  20  voted  to  commit  $5  million  over 
the  next  ten  years  to  bolster  its 
financially-troubled  Pacific  Homes 
Corporation,  a  group  of  retirement 
homes  and  convalescent  care  facilities  in 
California,  Arizona  and  Hawaii. 

Price  of  the  action  will  be  the 
termination  of  25  professional  and 
clerical  staff  positions  and  a  serious 
reduction  in  the  program  budget  of  the 
conference. 

More  than  1,000  members  of  the 
conference  (formerly  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Annual  Conference) 
voted  the  funds  at  the  end  of  a  long  and 
difficult  meeting  which  was  the  latest  in 
a  series  of  efforts  to  safeguard  the 
interest  of  the  conference  and  the 
conference-related  corporation  in  the 


face  of  growing  financial  difficulties.  The 
committed  $5  million  includes  $2.8 
million  to  be  allocated  during  the  next 
four  years.  In  the  same  action,  the 
conference  affirmed  a  prior  commitment 
to  raise  $880,000  in  special  funds  for 
congregational  development  during  the 
same  period. 

The  $5  million  commitment  was 
made  at  considerable  cost  to  existing 
programs  and  activities  of  the  confer¬ 
ence:  More  than  $2  million  will  be 
redirected  from  the  cuttent  conference 
budget  to  the  homes.  For  each  of  the  next 
four  years  conference  spending  will  be 
reduced  by  $540,000  each  year  as  a  part  of 
an  over-all  austerity  program  which  will 
reduce  both  program  and  staff.  Confer¬ 
ence  officials  pointed  out  that  budget  cuts 
of  this  magnitude  —  about  15  per  cent  of 
the  budget  —  will  affect  every  aspect  of 
life  and  work  in  the  conference. 

Staff  reductions,  which  will  be 
completed  by  June,  involve  termination 


Women’s  resources  doing 
the  iofo?  asks  ‘Good  News’ 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

FT.  VALLEY,  Ga.  —  Women’s  issues 
have  been  brought  up  to  the  “front 
burner”  in  the  latest  effort  of  “Good 
News,”  the  unofficial  evangelical  caucus 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Good  News  Task  Force  on  Women 
in  United  Methodism,  chaired  by  Helen 
Rhea  Coppedge,  has  released  a  25 
question  survey  of  women’s  resources  to 
15,000  persons  on  the  “Good  News” 
mailing  list. 

Mrs.  Coppedge  said  the  eight  member 
taskforce  has  been  picking  up  a  concern 

Black  Rhodesian 
rule  unlikely  soon , 
pastor  predicts 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  There  will  be  a 
black  nationalist  government  in 
Rhodesia  within  a  few  months.  But  after 
the  blacks  have  been  in  power  a  few 
months  the  present  white  regime  will 
unseat  them.  Ultimate  black  liberation  in 
that  troubled  country  will  come  only 
after  a  long,  hard  struggle. 

The  Rev.  Canon  Burgess  Carr,  general 
secretary  of  the  All-Africa  Conference  of 
Churches,  made  these  predictions  during 
a  visit  to  United  Methodist  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  on 
November  12. 

He  was  skeptical  of  deliberations 
taking  place  in  Geneva.  “Nobody  does 
these  things  for  you.  You  have  to  get 
cracking  and  do  them  for  yourself.” 
Asked  if  blacks  would  fight  for  liberation, 
he  replied.  "You  know  we’d  fight.” 

The  church  in  Africa  is  committed  to 
the  cause  of  liberation,  justice,  dignity 
and  selfhood  for  the  black  man.  he  said. 

The  council  the  Anglican  clergyman 
heads  contains  112  churches  and  14 
councils  of  churches,  all  stemming  from 


among  women  about  the  official 
program  and  study  resources  produced 
and  promoted  by  Women’s  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  local 
units  of  United  Methodist  Women  ever 
since  “Good  News”  has  been  in 
operation.  "So  many  of  our  constituency 
are  ‘disheartened’  with  their  local  groups 
but  are  continuing  to  hang  on.  We  are 
taking  this  seriously,”  she  told 
TM/UMR. 

While  the  survey  has  not  been  sent  to 
local  unit  presidents  or  other  officers 
directly,  Ms.  Coppedge  said  she  believes 
it  will  reach  a  broad  cross  section  of 
women  who  may  or  may  not  be  UMW 
members  as  well  as  local  pastors. 

Asked  what  the  taskforce  expects  to 
do,  she  said  “We  will  wait  on  the  results 
of  the  survey  to  find  what  people  really 
want.  We  hope  to  have  it  tabulated  for  a 
taskforce  meeting  in  early  January.  Our 
recommendations  will  go  to  the  “Good 
News”  board  of  directors  later  that 
month. 

She  said  the  “Good  News”  board  has 
developed  a  “new  sensitivity”  to 
women’s  issues  in  the  last  18  months.  “In 
our  particular  constituency  men  have 
tended  to  be  a  little  overbearing,  but  we 
feel  they  are  fully  supporting  us  in  this 
effort."  Mrs.  Coppedge  said. 


of  25  professional  and  clerical  positions. 
This  will  include  the  termination  of 
positions  held  by  four  program 
counselors,  four  urban  coordinators,  two 
conference’s  commissions  on  Religion 
and  Race  and  the  Role  and  Status  of 
Women.  The  conference  has  provided 
strong  staff  support  for  programs  in  the 
past  and  now  will  considerably  reduce 
that  support,  officials  said. 

Redirected  funds  necessary 

Conference  officials  said  the  decision 
to  redirect  conference  funds  to  the  homes 
became  necessary  because  of  a  group  of 
complex  factors  over  which  conference 
members  have  very  little  control.  Since 
the  1950’s  the  Pacific  Homes  Corporation 
has  signed  life-care  contracts  with  some 
2,000  residents.  These  contracts,  they 
said,  have  fallen  far  short  of  adequately 
forecasting  the  escalating  costs  of  living 
and  the  spiraling  costs  of  health  services 
and  medical  care.  As  a  result,  the  homes 
have  been  producing  far  less  revenue 
than  the  actual  cost  of  operation.  During 
the  present  year  the  financial  losses  have 
been  running  at  about  $500,000  per 
month. 

Even  $5  million  not  enough 

Conference  officials  said  the  financial 
need  of  the  homes  is  now  so  great  that 
even  the  $5  million  conference  funding 
cannot  by  itself  resolve  the  problem. 
They  said  the  conference  action  is  based 
on  the  premise  that  the  existing  life-care 
contracts  can  and  will  be  successfully 
renegotiated  to  better  reflect  the  actual 
costs  of  operation.  Conference  monies 
will  then  be  used  to  provide  subsidies  for 
residents  who  cannot  meet  the  increased 
rates  because  of  limited  financial 
resources. 

They  estimate  that  21  per  cent  of  the 
current  resident  population  will  require 
such  assistance. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  scandal  or  mis¬ 
management  in  the  corporation,  officials 
said.  Actual  operating  costs  have 
overtaken  original  projections.  Members 
of  the  conference  had  little  choice  other 
than  additional  support,  they  said. 

Conference  members  acted  quietly  and 
deliberately  as  priorities  were  weighed 
and  options  examined.  The  impact  of 
their  decision  will  influence  the  ministry 
of  the  church  in  the  four-state  area  for 
years  to  come. 

Mr.  Steel  is  editor  of  “Circuit  West . " 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  They’ve  found  a  new 
way  to  tell  time  at  Christ  Church  United 
Methodist  here:  four  seasons  of  faith 
through  which  communal  celebration, 
study  and  worship  will  thread  to  better 
show  "God  in  his  fullness.” 

The  new  approach  to  the  Christian 
year,  which  adds  one  season  and 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA  —  In  the  same  hall 
where  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  the  first 
adopted  by  the  U.S.  Congress,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  met  and  issued  an 
appeal  for  clemency  for  all  persons 
facing  the  death  penalty. 

In  Congress  Hall  they  also  drafted  a 
plea  for  majority  rule  for  the  nations  of 
southern  Africa  and  summoned  all 
United  Methodists  to  a  new  commitment 
to  responsible  Christian  citizenship. 

The  session  came  on  the  final  night  of  a 
week  here  in  which  the  bishops 
celebrated  the  heritage  of  both  the  nation 
and  the  church.  Seventy-seven  bishops  — 
including  44  of  the  45  active  U.S.  bishops, 
four  overseas  bishops  and  29  retired 
bishops  —  attended  the  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  Council  Nov.  15-19.  They 
were  reminded  that  the  first  assembly  of 
bishops  by  recommendation  of  General 
Conference  was  held  150  years  ago,  1826, 
in  Philadelphia. 

The  appeal  for  clemency  for  persons 
facing  the  death  sentence  is  addressed  to 
“the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
President-elect  and  all  governors.”  It 
also  calls  all  United  Methodists  to 
petition  those  in  authority  to  extend 
clemency.  (See  text  of  the  statement  on 
this  page.) 

The  plea  for  self-development  of  the 
people  of  southern  Africa  followed  an 
evening  earlier  in  the  week  in  which 
three  African  bishops  and  a  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  executive  addressed 
the  Council  on  the  troubled  situation  in 
that  part  of  the  world. 

“We  plead  for  majority  rule  to  be 
achieved  with  all  possible  speed,”  the 
statement  reads.  “We  urge  negotiators 
to  propose  a  national  referendum  in 
Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe)  that  the  entire 
populace  might  select  their  national 
leadership  and  take  those  vital  next  steps 
in  the  fulfillment  of  their  national 
destiny.” 

The  “inhuman  racist  policies”  of  the 
present  governments  of  Rhodesia,  South 
Africa  and  Namibia  were  denounced. 
“We  voice  these  concerns”  said  the 
bishops,  “because  we  believe  basic 
human  freedoms  are  the  inalienable 
God-given  rights  of  all.” 

In  the  major  address  of  the  evening. 
Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  president  of 
the  Council,  called  on  the  church  to  keep 
its  emphasis  “where  it  has  always  been 
—  assurance,  conversion,  holiness, 
personal  experience  and  Christian 
service. 

The  episcopal  leader  of  the  Virginia 
Area  traced  the  parallel  beginnings  of 
the  nation  and  the  Wesleyan  movement 
around  Philadelphia.  Bishop  Goodson 
then  linked  the  missional  priorities  of  the 
church  set  in  1976  —  strengthening  the 
ethnic  minority  local  churches, 
alleviating  world  hunger,  and 
evangelism  —  to  the  character  of  United 
Methodism  in  its  third  century. 

The  bishops  voted  to  commend  his 
address  to  the  churches  as  an  expression 
of  gratitude  for  “the  heritage  of  freedom 
which  we  enjoy”  and  as  a  “summons  for 
all  our  people  to  commit  themselves  to 
more  responsible  Christian  citizenship 
and  to  the  fuller  realization  of  those 
ideals  to  which,  under  God,  they  are 
called.” 


Church  revamps  liturgical  year 
for  clearer  tie  to  faith  elements 

include  Lent  and  Easter.  The  season  of 


God  the  Holy  Spirit  flows  from  Pentecost 
through  summer. 

Keyed  to  each  seasonal  emphasis  will 
be  worship  services,  Bible  lessons  and 
sermons,  and  special  study  sessions 
“with  fresh  approaches  to  religious 
education,”  Dr.  Randolph  says. 
Dialogues  or  talk-back  sessions  each 
will 


An  overflow  crowd  of  3.200  persons 
from  the  Philadelphia  Area  joined  the 
bishops  one  evening  to  celebrate  the 
church’s  “heritage  and  destiny.”  The 
service  of  drama  and  worship  was  held  in 
Tindley  Temple,  one  of  14  largely  black 
U.M.  churches  in  the  city. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Council,  the  bishops  invited  the  chief 
executives  of  UMC’s  general  program 
boards,  commissions,  coordinating  and 
finance  councils  to  discuss  with  them 
several  major  emphases  in  the  next 
quadrennium.  The  executives  and 
bishops  focused  on  the  three  missional 
priorities  and  seven  vital  concerns 
adopted  by  General  Conference  and 
issues  of  church-related  higher 
education. 

Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel,  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
said  '  the  meeting  was  a  historic 
breakthrough  “because  when  I  was  a 
board  executive  (Board  of  Evangelism, 


1968-72)  I  couldn't  get  in  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  to  talk  with  them." 

In  other  business  the  Council  voted  to: 

•  Hold  a  one-day  consultation  on 
divorce  in  parsonage  families  at  its 
spring  meeting; 

•  Send  to  President-elect  Jimmy 
Carter  and  Vice-President-elect  Walter 
Mondale  a  letter  of  congratulations  with 
the  assurance  that  United  Methodists 
“will  uphold  you  with  their  prayers  and 
will  support  your  good  endeavors.”  (This 
letter  is  in  the  tradition  of  Bishops 
Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke  who 
sent  a  similar  message  to  George 
Washington  on  his  election  as  President. ) 

•  Alert  churches  in  each  annual 
conference  to  “the  grave  crisis 
confronting  the  United  Methodist  Student 
Loan  Fund”  and  urge  an 
“extraordinarily  generous  offering”  by 
Dec.  26  to  reinstate  the  fund. 


Death  penalty  text 
released  by  bishops 

The  recent  Supreme  Court  decision  restoring  the  death  penalty  could  add  a  new 
and  tragic  dimension  to  the  American  experience.  More  than  400  human  beings 
are  now  being  held  in  the  “death  rows"  of  state  penitentiaries.  Most  of  the 
persons  now  facing  execution  have  been  held  for  long  months,  many  for  years, 
their  futures  cruelly  suspended. 

The  vast  majority  of  these  prisoners  are  black  and/or  poor,  the  victims  of  an 
uneven  system  of  justice  that  continues  to  plague  our  society 

We,  the  Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States,  meeting 
in  Philadelphia  (“the  city  of  brotherly  love”),  reaffirm  the  position  of  the 
General  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  which  asserts  that  the  “use 
of  the  death  penalty  gives  official  sanction  to  a  climate  of  violence.”  Any 
government  undermines  its  moral  authority  when  it  presumes  upon  the 
prerogatives  of  God  by  taking  human  life  in  response  to  criminal  deeds.  The 
offense  is  compounded  when  the  poor  and  relatively  defenseless  are  so  often 
those  ultimately  penalized. 

On  the  basis  of  the  teachings  of  the  Christian  faith  and  the  ideal  of  equal 
treatment  under  the  law  which  is  an  integral  part  of  our  national  heritage  we 
appeal  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  President-elect,  and  all 
governors,  to  use  their  powers  to  grant  clemency  to  all  those  facing  the  death 
penalty. 

Furthermore,  we  call  upon  all  members  and  officials  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  lay  and  clergy,  to  petition  the  President,  President-elect,  and  others  in 
authority  to  extend  clemency  to  all  persons  facing  captial  punishment. 

And  we  further  urge  all  fellow  Americans  to  lend  their  support  to  clemency  for 
those  sentenced  to  the  death  penalty.  As  we  draw  to  the  close  of  this  Bicentennial 
year  we  urge  the  American  people  to  participate  in  acts  of  reconciliation  between 
victims  of  tragic  crimes  and  criminal  offenders  that  we  may  share  in  the 
uncomparable  experience  of  forgiveness  and  underscore  the  meaning  of  the 
phrase:  “One  nation  under  God.” _ _ 


‘Philadelphia’s  finest’ 
like  guarding  bishops 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
PHILADELPHIA  —  United  Methodist 
bishops  have  never  been  as  well  guarded 
as  they  were  last  week. 

Attending  every  session  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  walking  the  halls  between 
meeting  rooms  and  directing  a  corp  of 
uniformed  police  officers  at  the 
downtown  worship  services  were  two 
United  Methodist  laymen  who  also 
happen  to  be  officers  of  “Philadelphia’s 
finest”  —  the  police  department. 

Robert  Shalala  and  Greg  Green 
jumped  at  this  assignment.  “We  wanted 
to  show  the  bishops  that  everything  bad 


Church  6 trouble  shooters 
bone  up  on  Law  of  Sea 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  —  It’s 
hard  to  count  the  fish  in  the  ocean,  but  a 
new  study  soon  to  be  released  by  the  UN 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
(FAO)  estimates  a  potential  world  catch 
of  240  million  metric  tons  a  year  by  2000 
A.D.  The  present  annual  catch  is  70 
million  tons. 

There  is  only  one  problem.  Not  all  240 
million  will  be  the  conventional  species 
popular  today,  Lewis  Cellineri, 
international  fisheries  analyst  in  the 
Commerce  Department,  told  a  church- 
sponsored  workshop  on  the  Law  of  the 
Sea  (LOS)  held  at  the  4-H  Center  here 
last  week. 

Sixty-five  men  and  women  from  United 
Methodist  churches  across  the  nation, 
with  the  majority  from  states  having 
coastal  waters,  were  called  to  the 
leadership  conference  to  be  trained  as 
regional  “troubleshooters.”  As  a  result 
of  the  week  long  conference  they  will 
have  resource  knowledge  and  skills  to 
stimulate  public  awareness  of  the  United 
Nations’  Third  Law  of  the  Sea 
Conference  to  reconvene  in  May  1977. 
The  project  is  a  cooperative  effort  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  Division  of  Education 
and  Cultivation,  World  Division  and 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  association  with  the 


Dr.  James  Storer,  special  assistant  for 
international  fisheries  in  the  Commerce 
department  said  he  felt  “reasonably 
positive”  about  the  fisheries  articles  in 
the  Law  of  the  Sea  treaty  being 
negotiated.  They  empower  coastal 
nations  to  exploit  the  resources  of  waters 
up  to  200  miles  off  their  shores  to  a  level 
of  “maximum  sustainable  yield.”  The 
surplus  should  be  shared  with  others. 

Landlocked  nations  and  those  with 
short  coastlines  want  assurance  that 
they  will  share  equally  with  coastal 
nations.  The  present  mood  is  to  grant 
them  an  equitable  share,  Mr.  Storer 
reported. 

The  Law  of  the  Sea  negotiations  have 
not  proceeded  fast  enough  to  prevent 
several  countries,  including  the  U.S., 
from  unilaterally  assuming  jurisdiction 
over  the  200-mile  coast  zone,  Mr.  Storer 
noted. 

The  new  U.S.  law  implementing  the 
200-mile  limit  takes  effect  on  March  1.  It 
provides  for  regional  fisheries 
management  councils  composed  of  16 
citizens  each  to  enforce  conservation  and 
management  regulations.  The  councils 
will  determine  what  the  total  catch  will 
be  and  what  is  surplus,  he  said.  The 
Secretary  of  State  will  decide  where  the 
surplus  goes. 


they  read  about  our  city  is  not  the  whole 
truth.  There  are  a  lot  of  good  things,” 
Officer  Shalala  told  TM/UMR. 

An  11  year  veteran  with  the  force.  Mr. 
Shalala  blends  his  faith  with  his  vocation. 
“I’m  proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist,”  he 
said,  “and  I  want  to  show  other  people 
what  we  believe  and  how  we  live.” 

He  is  also  a  certified  lay  speaker  and 
spends  many  weekends  filling  the  pulpit 
in  churches.  He  occasionally  carries  a 
gun  with  him  into  the  pulpit,  “although  I 
don’t  say  anything  about  it.  But  in  my  job 
I  have  to  be  prepared  for  anything  at  any 
time." 

Mr.  Shalala  sees  a  weakness  of  the 
church  in  its  failure  to  “build 
community”  in  its  neighborhood  through 
social  services  and  caring  for  persons.  “I 
walk  a  beat  or  go  into  many 
neighborhoods  and  nobody  even  knows 
there  is  a  U.M.  church  in  the  area 
because  the  church  doesn’t  do  anything 
for  the  community.  It  bothers  me  that  I 
don’t  see  the  church  utilizing  its 
fellowship  and  reaching  out  to  people  in 
need.” 

Mr.  Shalala  who  is  a  public  relations 
officer  for  the  police  department  credits 
his  deep  faith  to  the  love  and  help  his 
widowed  mother  and  family  received 
from  a  U.M.  church  in  Syracuse,  N.Y. 
“Out  of  their  hearts,  the  women  of  that 
church  came  to  our  aid  when  we  were 
really  down  —  and  we  weren’t  even 
members  then. 

“My  dream  is  to  go  someday  back  to 
Centenary  church,  preach  in  the  pulpit, 
and  thank  them  for  the  good  job  they  did 
on  Bob  Shalala.” 


The 

WOMAN  of  the  YEAR! 
A  book  for  ALL  seasons.. . 

the  story  that  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson 
waited  ten  years  to  write 


nodifies  others,  is  an  attempt  to  deal 

feedback  after  worship.  And  a  quarterly 
feast  will  include  special  art  programs  to 
help  persons  experience  the  season. 

Church  and  Society. 

Classified 

Christian  faith,  says  senior  minister  Dr. 
David  J.  Randolph  —  in  a  way.  he 

“To  reach  our  potential  we  must  get 
used  to  the  unfamiliar,”  Mr.  Cellineri 

Holy  Land 

RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
S10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

maintains,  that  the  traditional  liturgical 
calendar  does  not  do. 

Christ  Church’s  calendar  will  look  like 
this:  the  new  season,  that  of  God  the 
Father,  is  celebrated  in  the  fall.  God  the 

doctrines  of  creation  and  persons’ 
responsibility  in  the  world  have  not  been 
given  their  due  in  the  traditional 
approach,"  he  explained.  Nor,  he  says. 

told  the  group.  "Unfamiliar”  fish  include 
the  Antarctic  krill,  Mesopelagic  speciaes 
from  the  middle  level  of  the  ocean  and  a 
large  “Jules  Verne  type”  oceanic  squid.  ' 
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“Fishermen  will  catch  these  fish  when 
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he  said.  “At  present  most  people  only 
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he  maintains,  help  show  “the  relevance 
of  the  Christian  faith  to  all  the  seasons  of 
the  year  with  their  various  personal, 
social,  communal  and  commercial 

Meeting  increased  demand  will 
require  a  capital  investment  of  $30 
billion,  he  said.  Unfortunately,  the 
developing  nations  which  have  the 
greatest  need  for  new  sources  of  food 
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Humor  is  ministry 
for  TM/UMR  artist 


By  P  AT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

MABLETON,  Ga.  —  Sometimes  a 
dash  of  humor  and  a  few  strokes  of  a 
pen  can  do  what  many  a  sermon 
can’t:  make  us  squirm  a  little  over 
our  foibles  as  Christians. 

That’s  the  rationale  behind  a  series 
of  cartoon  panels  which  have  been 
gently  chiding  TM/UMR  readers 
since  1972.  The  artist  here  who  draws 
them,  Howard  Paris,  takes  his  “funny 
business’’  seriously.  He  sees  it  as  a 
ministry  of  outreach. 

Manager  of  the  Atlanta  Journal’s 
art  department  for  the  past  15  years, 
Mr.  Paris  is  perhaps  better  known  for 
“Butch,”  a  family-type  cartoon  series 
now  in  its  25th  year  in  “Home  Life” 
magazine,  than  he  is  for  the  untitled 
multi-panels  which  appear  regularly 
in  TM/UMR  and  other  denominational 
publications. 

But  he  has  a  special  feeling  about 
the  panels.  An  active  Baptist  layman, 
he  draws  them  because  “through 
them,  my  ministry  can  go  where  I 
can’t.”  He  doesn’t  know  how  mapy 
he's  done  —  “a  few  hundred, 
probably”  —  in  the  ten  years  since 
they  “just  began  to  happen”  through 
work  with  various  religion  editors. 

By  being  funny,  he  tries  to  make  a 


serious  point,  he  says.  “I  try  to  hit  a 
few  licks  at  our  deteriorating  moral 
values  —  the  way  we  live,  not  just  at 
church  but  at  home,  on  the  street  or  at 
work.” 

A  recent  TM/UMR  panel,  for 
example,  shows  a  frazzled 
homemaker  watching  over  a  bubbling 
pot  on  the  stove  and  declaring,  “God 
can  relieve  our  anxieties  about  daily 
problems.”  In  the  next  panel,  just  as 
frazzled,  she  says,  “We’re  not  to 
worry  with  him  in  control.”  In  panel 
three,  she  stews  silently,  hand  to 
mouth.  Finally  in  the  last  panel,  she 
explodes,  arms  waving:  “But  is  there 
any  Scripture  that  says  I  can’t  bite  my 
nails  a  little?” 

One  collection  of  Mr.  Paris’ 
cartoons  was  published  as  a  book, 
“You’re  Standing  on  My  Foot”  in 
1972.  Another  is  scheduled  for  release 
in  1977. 

Humor,  he’s  convinced,  is  a 
valuable  tool  for  spreading  the 
Gospel.  “I  have  no  Scripture  to 
support  it,”  he  writes  in  a  recent  issue 
of  “Home  Life,”  “but  I  often  wonder  if 
Jesus  and  his  disciples,  in  spite  of  the 
enormous  burden  of  their  mission, 
found  time  occasionally  to  see  humor 
in  life  around  them  and  enjoy  hearty 
laughter  together.  I  believe  they  did.” 


Legal  aid  funds  voted  by 
church  missions  agency 


DENVER  (UMC)  —  Court  and  prison- 
related  programs,  including  bail,  will 
receive  $70,000  in  grants  approved  by 
three  divisions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  here  at  the 
agency’s  annual  meeting  last  month. 

Three  divisions  voted  a  total  of  $25,000 
toward  the  legal  costs  to  be  incurred  by 
the  National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People 


JOHN 

WESLEY 

‘SPEAKS” 

TODAY! 


_  In  his  own  words, 

from  his  Journal  and  other  records, 
Wesley  comes  alive  again  on  tapes 
designed  for  spiritual  growth  and 
teaching  in  the  Wesley  tradition! 

#111  —  JOHN  WESLEY  IS  BORN 
AGAIN!  Hear  Wesley  tell  of  his  attempt 
to  find  salvation  through  good  works.  Fail¬ 
ing,  faith  avails  and  miracles  begin.  A 
strong  testimony! 

#  112  —  MIRACLES  NEVER  CEASED! 

Wesley  teaches  that  miracles,  tongues, 
and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  continued  in  the 
church  after  Apostolical  times.  Wesley  had 
no  doubts! 

#113  —  THE  NATURE  OF  CHRISTI¬ 
ANITY!  Wesley  teaches  on  the  nature  of 
true  Christians  and  Christianity. 

#114  —  MIRACLES  IN  EARLY 
METHODISM!  From  his  Journal,  Wesley 
tells  of  the  numerous  supernatural  works 
of  God  in  his  ministry 
#115  —  FAITH  THAT  JUSTIFIES  ALL! 
Wesley's  famous  sermon  on  Faith.  A 
classic  and  a  standard  of  all  Methodist 
doctrine.  Evangelical! 

Now  only  $4.75  each,  all  five  for 
$19.00.  Texas  residents  add  5%  sales 
taZ  Postage  is  prepaid. 

CHRISTIAN  CLASSICS  ON  TAPES. 

Bo*  683.  Dallas.  Texas.  75221.  Dept.  TM 

I  wish  lo  purchase  the  cassette  tapes  numbered 


I  have  enclosed  $  _ 

Name: 


City: 


Zip  Code: 


(NAACP)  in  appealing  a  $1.2  million 
court  judgment  against  its  Port  Gibson, 
Miss,  chapter  by  12  merchants.  The 
grant  can  be  used  only  for  legal  fees  and 
expenses  and  not  in  paying  any 
judgment. 

The  Ecumenical  Minority  Bail  Bond 
Fund  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
was  voted  a  total  of  $25,000  by  two 
divisions.  The  fund  has  been  established 
by  the  NCC  to  help  maintain  the  rights  of 
persons,  particularly  from  poor  and 
minority  groups,  and  became 
operational  Nov.  1. 

The  fund  will  be  used  in  criminal  cases 
in  which  there  is  evidence  that  excessive 
bail  has  been  set  because  of  prejudice 
against  a  defendant,  the  defendant’s 
minority  group  or  his  or  her  political 
views. 

“Providing  bail  bond  assistance  does 
not  indicate  that  we  believe  a  person  to 
be  innocent  or  guilty.  The  courts  will 
decide  that  question,”  says  Lucius 
Walker  Jr.,  head  of  NCC’s  Division  of 
Church  and  Society.  “We  are  attempting 
to  guarantee  constitutional  rights  to 
every  citizen.  A  poor  person,  a  minority 
person  or  a  social  activist  who  is  not 
permitted  bail  on  the  same  basis  as 
people  from  the  majority  community  is 
being  denied  his  or  her  rights  as  an 
American  citizen.” 

The  fund  will  provide  bail  without 
regard  to  a  defendant’s  religious 
beliefs.  However,  the  defendant  must 
have  exhausted  other  sources  of 
assistance  and  must  have  made  efforts  to 
have  the  bail  reduced. 

The  ecumenical  minority  bail  bond 
fund  will  be  administered  by  Division  of 
Church  and  Society  staff  members  with 
responsibility  for  Native  American 
concerns,  human  rights  and  racial 
justice.  The  Council’s  Office  of  Finance 
will  be  responsible  for  financial 
management  of  the  fund. 

A  $10,000  grant  for  bail  from  the 
Women’s  Division  will  go  to  the  South 
African  Federation  of  Black  Women  and 
to  student  leaders  who  have  been 
imprisoned  in  South  Africa  for  opposing 
apartheid. 

The  World  and  Women’s  divisions 
together  gave  $5,000  toward  expenses  of 
an  international  team  going  to 
investigate  the  physical  condition  of 
women  in  Akaki  Prison,  Addis  Ababa. 
Ethiopia,  who  reportedly  are  gravely  ill 
due  to  torture. 

The  women’s  group  also  approved 
$5,000  for  the  Prison  Research  Education 
Action  Projects,  which  is  preparing  a 
manual  on  prison  abolition  strategies. 
(See  TM/UMR  Nov.  5). 


America  diagnosed  ‘serious’  case 


Symposium  participants  differ  on  cure  for  social  ills 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  Seven 
specialists  agree  the  patient  is  in  serious 
trouble,  but  not  many  offer  a  cure.  And 
when  they  do,  they  disagree. 

That  was  the  picture  presented  by  a 
symposium  on  “The  Nature  of  a  Humane 
Society,”  sponsored  by  the  Southeastern 
Pennsylvania  Synod  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  held  Oct.  29-30  at  the 
Irvine  Auditorium  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  patient  was  American  society.  And 
the  seven  specialists  comprised  a  Who’s 
Who  of  American  intellectual  life. 

The  following  news  releases  deal  with 
the  remarks  made  by  four  of  the 
specialists  at  the  symposium. 
Historian:  Religious  faith 
hardly  ‘a  living  option’ 

Historian  Arthur  Schlesinger  Jr.,  told 
the  symposium  that  “for  better  or  for 
worse,  religious  faith  hardly  seems  a 
living  option  for  us  today.” 

The  New  York  professor  said,  “God  is 
dead;  at  least  the  serious  God  —  the  God 
of  Augustine,  Thomas  Aquinas,  Luther 
and  Calvin  —  is  dead.  In  how  many  lives 
nowadays  is  God,  hour  by  hour,  the 
decisive  force?”. 

At  a  press 
conference  follow¬ 
ing  his  address,  Dr. 

Schlesinger  com¬ 
mented  “I  think 
institutions  are  all 
terrible  anyway. 

The  historical  role 
of  institutions  has 
been  to  corrupt, 
and  the  church 
seems  to  me  to  be 
no  different  than  other  institutions  in  that 
regard.” 

Although  he  was  critical  of  the  church, 
the  historian  said  that  “we  have  to 
distinguish  between  the  church  as  an 
institution  and  religion  as  a  faith. 


Religion,  historians  agree,  helped  the 
blacks  under  slavery  to  preserve  their 
dignity.  But  this  was  their  religious  faith, 
not  the  church  as  an  institution.” 

Asked  if  the  church  should  be  judged 
because  it  has  promised  a  moral  society 
and  failed  to  deliver  it,  Dr.  Schlesinger 
replied,  “Only  recently  has  the  church 
promised  to  deliver  a  moral  society.  It  is 
a  rather  recent  thought,  and  it’s  a 
promise  they  couldn’t  fulfill.” 

He  declared  that  “the  problem  with  the 
social  gospel  was  not  the  effort  to  extend 
Christianity  into  social  relations,  for  that 
is  inherent  in  any  strongly  held  faith.  The 
problem  was  that  its  advocates  thought 
this  could  rather  easily  produce  a 
changed  society.” 

On  a  more  positive  note,  Dr. 
Schlesinger  acknowledged  that  “there 
have  been  some  remarkable  changes  in 
the  church  in  my  own  lifetime,  especially 
in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  When  I 
grew  up  in  the  Thirties,  the  one  sure 
world  view  you  could  count  on  was  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  being  on  the 
extreme  right  wing  of  every  country  in 
the  world.  And  this  is  no  longer  true.” 

The  historian  said  that  “the  things  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  has  done  with 
regards  to  racial  justice  here  and  social 
justice  in  South  Africa  have  been 
remarkable.  It’s  not  lost  all  its 
effectiveness  in  society,  but  I’m  not  sure 
it’s  an  absolutely  necessary  factor.” 

Watergate  prosecutor  hits 
civil  disobedience  claims 

Dr.  Archibald  Cox,  the  Watergate 
Special  Prosecutor  who  was  fired  by 
former  President  Nixon  during  the 
“Saturday  Night  Massacre”  in  1973, 
warned  that  “the  intense  subjectivism  of 
the  day,  including  assertions  of  the 
higher  morality  of  civil  disobedience, 
seems  to  me  to  threaten  the  present 
development  of  a  more  nearly  humane 


Midwest  battles  mapped 
against  legalized  gambling 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Opponents  of  legalized  gambling  in 
Wisconsin  and  Indiana  are  getting  their 
licks  in  early  in  anticipation  of  lottery 
and  parimutuel  betting  proposals  coming 
before  1977  sessions  of  their  respective 
state  legislatures. 

Spearheaded  in  both  areas  by  state 
councils  of  churches,  opposition  efforts 
are  focused  on  preventing  the  passage  of 
legislation. 

Grover  L.  Hartman,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  who  is  executive  secretary 
of  the  Indiana  Council  of  Churches, 
Indianapolis,  said  there  is  “every 
danger”  of  the  legislature  passing 
a  proposal  to  legalize  betting  on 
horse  races  early  next  year.  Such 
legislation  has  been  passed  in  the  last 
two  sessions  only  to  die  when  lawmakers 
failed  to  override  Gov.  Otis  R.  Bowen’s 
veto. 

Gov.  Bowen’s  reelection  as  governor 
Nov.  2  plus  the  fact  that  both  the  new 
speaker  of  the  house,  Kermit  Burrous, 
and  president  pro-tem  of  the  senate, 
Robert  Fair  are  long  standing  opponents 
of  gambling  (both  are  United 
Methodists)  will  strengthen  opposition 
efforts,  Mr.  Hartman  said. 

The  Indiana  Citizens  Against  Legalized 
Gambling,  a  broad  coalition  of  50  key 
educators,  business  persons  and 
publicists,  will  also  join  in  creating  an 
opposition  voice.  “Right  now  the  key  is  in 
the  legislature  and  we  are  starting  by 
interviewing  legislative  leadership  as 
well  as  developing  a  constituency  of 


persons  who  will  talk  to  their 
legislators.” 

Mr.  Hartman  said  their  campaign  will 
stress  both  the  possible  increase  in  crime 
and  the  immorality  of  such  gambling. 
“Gambling  in  itself  is  a  national 
problem,  and  we  now  have  more  than  10 
million  addicts,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hartman  does  not  anticipate  a 
move  for  a  state  operated  lottery  in 
Indiana  because  df  the  difficulty  in 
getting  the  constitution  changed. 

A  constitutional  change  requires 
passage  by  two  successive  legislatures 
and  a  referendum.  The  Wisconsin 
legislature  will  act  on  the  constitutional 
change  proposal  for  a  second  time  in 
1977,  and  if  approved,  the  amendment 
could  be  on  the  April  1977  ballot. 

The  Wisconsin  Council  of  Churches 
formed  a  Task  Force  on  the  State  Lottery 
last  summer  and  appointed  Margaret 
Susan  Lewis  as  the  coordinator  to 
prevent  legislation  which  would  change 
the  Wisconsin  constitution.  The  task 
force  has  the  support  of  15 
denominations. 

The  pre-election  phase  focused  on 
contacts  with  persons  running  for  office. 
They  were  asked  their  position  and 
encouraged  to  listen  to  the  arguments 
against  the  lottery. 

The  second  phase  will  focus  on 
contacts  with  elected  legislators  between 
November  and  January.  The  third 
referendum  phase  will  only  go  into 
operation  if  the  legislature  decides  to 
place  the  constitutional  amendment  on 
the  ballot. 


‘Mafia-linked’  pressures  on 


church  charity  nights  charged 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Two  prominent 
Jewish  organizations  have  charged  that 
professional  gamblers,  possibly  with  ties 
to  organized  crime,  have  been 
pressuring  synagogues  to  allow  them  to 
operate  —  and  take  most  of  the  profits 
from  —  “Las  Vegas  Nite”  charity 
programs.  (See  TM/UMR,  Nov.  19.) 

Both  Harold  Jacobs,  president  of  the 
Union  of  Orthodox  Congregations  of 
America,  and  Rabbi  Bernard  Twersky, 
spokesman  for  the  Rabbinical  Council  of 
America,  told  of  reports  from  more  than 
a  dozen  synagogues  in  New  York  City 
and  upstate  that  there  have  been 
approaches  by  “Mafia-linked”  persons 
since  the  Nov.  2  vote  legalizing  gambling 
for  charity. 

Rabbi  Twersky  said  “we  are  quite 
alarmed  by  many  undesirable  elements 
approaching  our  synagogues,  offering 
them  lump  sum  payments  to  run  the 
gambling.”  He  noted  that  proposed  fees 


run  from  $5,000  a  week  and  up  for  the 
franchise. 

Mr.  Jacobs,  reporting  pressure  on 
synagogue  leaders  from  gamblers’ 
“front  groups,”  said  the  synagogues 
were  in  various  parts  of  New  York  City 
and  the  suburbs,  as  well  as  from  such 
cities  as  Rochester  and  Buffalo. 

Like  other  Jewish  groups,  the 
rabbinical  council  and  the  congre¬ 
gational  body  had  both  opposed  the 
charity  gambling  proposition,  which  will 
become  effective  in  New  York  state  on 
Feb.  1. 

Religiously-sponsored  gambling  had 
become  a  controversial  issue  in  New 
York.  In  August  1974,  New  York  City 
police  announced  _  a  crackdown  on 
gambling  in  religious  institutions  follow¬ 
ing  the  murder  of  a  reputed  Mafia  figure 
during  a  gambling  night  at  a  Brooklyn 
synagogue. 


Boy  Scouts  can  non  trace  Asbury’s  steps 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.  C.  (UMC) -A 
rugged,  24-mile  mountain  trail  in  the 
Appalachian  Mountains  once  traversed 
by  Francis  Asbury  is  now  being  retraced 
by  Boy  Scouts. 

Instituted  in  July  by  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  in  cooperation  with  the  Scouting 
movement,  the  project  already  has 
attracted  200  inquiries.  Some  80  Scouts 
and  leaders  have  received  the  patch, 
medal  and  certificate  awarded  for 
completion  of  the  hike. 

Bishop  Asbury  crossed  the 
Appalachians  more  than  60  times  in  the 
45  years  he  rode  his  circuits,  but  only 
once  did  he  follow  the  Cataloochee  Trail, 
according  to  his  diary.  Even  today,  the 
brochure  issued  for  the  project  notes  that 


“the  mountain  scenery  will  be 
unmatched,  but  the  trail  at  some  points 
will  prove  quite  rugged  and  should  not  be 
undertaken  without  physical  prepara¬ 
tions.” 

The  Asbury  Trail  begins  at  Mt. 
Sterling,  N.C.,  and  proceeds  via  Mt. 
Sterling  Gap  and  Cove  Creek  Gap  with 
elevations  up  to  4,000  feet  to  its  terminus 
near  here.  Hiking  the  route  normally 
takes  the  better  part  of  two  days. 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Ness  Jr., 
executive  secretary  of  the  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History,  notes  that  the 
project  is  not  a  denominational  program, 
but  is  intended  to  give  today’s  youth  an 
appreciation  of  the  challenges  and 
sacrifices  endured  by  men  and  women  on 
the  frontiers. 


society.” 

He  said  that  his 
answer  “to  those 
who  would  disobey 
an  evil  law  is  that 
we  are  concerned 
with  the  basic  ideal 
of  law  —  with  a 
force  binding  all 
men  —  and  that  you 
cannot  pick  and 
choose  among  good 
laws  and  bad  laws  Archibald  Cox 
according  to  each  individual’s 
conscience  without  undermining  the 
entire  structure.” 

The  former  Watergate  prosecutor 
declared  that  “Daniel  Ellsberg,  who  took 
away  and  released  copies  of  the 
Pentagon  Papers,  and  Egil  Krogh,  the 
head  of  the  White  House  'plumbers,’  had 
much  in  common.” 

He  noted  that  “both  thought  of 
themselves  as  highly  moral  men.  Each 
was  sincerely  convinced,  although  their 
goals  were  diametrically  opposed,  that 
he  was  performing  a  service  to  his 
country  and  all  humanity.” 

However,  Dr.  Cox  suggested  that  both 
men  “were  tragically  wrong.  In  both 
instances,  the  conduct  was  wrong 
because  it  violated  standards  that  must 
be  accepted  if  free  men  are  to  live 
together.  In  both  cases,  the  actor 
believed  his  wrong  to  be  justified  by  the 
righteousness  of  his  cause  and  the  need 
for  drastic  means  to  achieve  his 
objective.” 

Criticizing  social  activists  who  break 
the  law  in  protesting  government 
actions,  the  constitutional  lawyer 
cautioned  that  “those  who  assert 
freedom  to  override  the  constraints  in 
attacking  the  government  cannot  seri¬ 
ously  suppose  that  government  will 
observe  the  constraints  if  frightened,  nor 
that  they  themselves  will  suddenly 
observe  the  constraints  if,  as  they  hope, 
they  come  to  power.” 

Space  scientist  sees  hope  in 
technology,  religion 

Wernher  von  Braun,  space  scientist 
was  the  only  proponent  for  solving 
human  problems  through  more  intense 
technological  advancement.  He  was  also 
the  only  presenter  who  dwelt  at  length  on 
his  own  understanding  of  the  Christian 
faith. 

Unfortunately,  Dr.  von  Braun  could  not 
appear  in  person,  due  to  his 
hospitalization,  so  theologian  Krister 
Stendahl,  who  was  to  make  comments, 
presented  his  paper.  Dr.  Stendahl 
admitted  it  was  a  most  difficult  task 
“because  I  disagree  so  much  with  what 
Dr.  von  Braun  says.” 

That  indicates  how  alone  Dr.  von 
Braun  stood  with  his  dream  of  a 
technological  future,  with  its  visions  of 
people  living  in  space.  But  then  Dr.  von 
Braun  was,  of  all  the  participants,  the 
only  one  involved  in  a  massively 
successful  technological  program,  the 
space  venture. 

In  his  prepared  remarks.  Dr.  von 
Braun  said,  “Democratic  society  cannot 
survive  if  the  masses  of  the  population 
are  lacking  in  understanding  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  science;  it  is 
through  science  and  related  technologies 
that  more  and  more  of  the  operations  of 
society,  and  the  decisions  that  will  have 
to  be  made  concerning  these  operations, 
are  based.” 

He  devoted  fully  a  fifth  of  his 
presentation  to  the  relation  between 


science  and  religion,  calling  them 
“sisters.”  “While  science  tries  to  learn 
more  about  creation,  religion  tries  to 
understand  the  Creator.  While  through 
science  man  strives  to  harness  nature, 
through  religion  man  strives  to  harness 
the  forces  of  nature  within  him.” 

He  strongly  endorsed  Teilhard  de 
Chardin’s  concept  of  “convergent 
cosmogenesis”  as  a  “solid  bridge 
between  Darwin’s  random  evolution  and 
survival  of  the  fittest  and  the  obvious 
evidence  of  a  unifying  consolidation  of 
the  cosmos  under  the  influence  of  the 
supreme  unity.” 

The  space  scientist  commented  that 
“personality,  I  noticed  with  deep  regret 
the  rejection  by  the  Catholic  Church  of 
the  ideas  presented  in  “The  Phenomenon 
of  Man.” 

Coretta  King  says  her  husband 
freed  more  whites  than  blacks 

Coretta  Scott  King  feels  that  her  late 
huband  —  the  slain  civil  rights  leader 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  —  freed  more 
whites  than  blacks. 

She  made  that  and  other  observations 
about  the  movement,  which  she  prefers 
to  call  the  “movement  for  non-violent 
social  change,"  in  an  interview  here. 
Mrs.  King  was  here  to  speak  at  a  session 
on  “Women  as  Equal  and  Essential 
Participants.” 

Recalling  the 
1955  Montgomery 
bus  boycott,  which 
is  considered  the 
start  of  the  modern 
civil  rights 
movement,  Mrs. 
King  said  that 
“many  of  our  basic 
freedoms  were 
abridged  —  our 
right  to  assembly, 

Coretta  King  to  speak,  to  protest.” 

According  to  Mrs.  King,  who  is 
president  of  the  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Center  for  Social  Change,  “what 
happened  back  in  1955  also  gave  back 
those  rights  to  the  whites  as  well.  I  often 
say  that  Martin  freed  more  whites  than 
blacks.” 

Out  of  that  movement  for  social 
change,  she  said,  “came  the  anti-poverty 
movement,  the  women’s  movement,  the 
peace  movement  and  the  American 
Indian  movement  —  all  aiming  to  free 
people,  which  is  what  we  started  out  to 
do.” 

Speaking  of  the  double  burden  of  the 
black  woman,  who  faces  discrimination 
both  as  a  black  and  as  a  woman,  Mrs. 
King  noted  that  only  29  percent  of  the 
nation’s  black  women  are  employed  in 
professional,  managerial  and  clerical 
jobs.  She  said  the  number  is  half  that  of 
the  white  women  who  hold  such 
positions. 

“The  typical  black  woman  starts  as  a 
domestic  and  moves  up  to  the  factory  as 
a  semi-skilled  worker,"  Mrs.  King 
commented.  “Her  second  step  in 
advancement  is  the  bottom  rung  for  a 
white  woman.” 

In  her  presentation  at  the  symposium, 
Mrs.  King  spoke  of  the  problems  of  all 
women.  "Something  needs  to  happen  to 
us  in  our  sense  of  what  it  means  to  be 
liberated,”  she  said.  “Women  don’t 
believe  in  themselves  enough.  We  have  to 
start  teaching  our  daughters.  Unless  we 
have  confidence  in  ourselves  we  can’t 
really  laugh  about  it.  Men  are  very  well 
intentioned,  but  they  don’t  even  know 
when  they  are  hurting  their  wives.” 
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5  *  idation  growing 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  with  Dr. 
Clyde  S.  Clark  as  Director,  is  growing  firmer  every  day,  as 
evidenced  by  information  received  in  this  office.  Doctor  Clark 
continues  to  appear  in  churches  nnd  before  interested  groups 
all  over  the  Conference,  and  the  -eception  on  behalf  of  the 
Foundation  is  encouraging  and  inspiring. 

The  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway,  pastor  of  Asbury  Church, 
Lafayette,  recently  told  this  newspaper  that  Doctor  Clark 
spoke  at  two  worship  services  at  Asbury  and  to  the  adult 
Sunday  School  classes  all  on  the  same  morning.  This  is  typical 
of  the  schedule  which  the  Director  keeps. 

Several  brochures  and  leaflets  published  by  the  Foundation 
have  come  to  our  attention,  and  each  carries  important 
information.  “The  Things  Jesus  Began  To  Do  and  Teach" 
features  a  stimulating  message  from  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  and  important  information  concerning  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana.  The  reverse  side  of  the 
card  highlights  resources,  investments,  founders’  gifts, 
methods  of  participation  and  memorial  funds. 

It  is  of  special  interest  that  the  statement  regarding 
resources  notes:  “The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  began  operation  June  1,  1976.  As  of  October  1,  1976 
the  Treasurer  reported  $158,000  in  the  permanent  fund 
other  assets  amount  to  approximately  $50,000,  making  the 


“firmer”  every  day 

total  resources  of  the  Foundation  $208,000. " 

During  the  first  two  years  of  the  Foundation's  history,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  is  holding  open  the  opportunity  for 
substantial  Founders’  Gifts.  Also,  the  Foundation  is  prepared 
to  administer  substantial  memorial  funds  given  in  honor  of 
loved  ones  or  friends.  These  memorial  funds  will  be  a  part  of 
the  Foundation’s  permanent  fund. 

Doctor  Clark  notes  that  there  are  many  means  of 
participation.  He  points  out  that  "...  for  those  who  would  like 
to  help  one  of  the  United  Methodist  Institutions  in  the  state 
now,  gifts  for  immediate  use  can  be  received  and 
administered.  For  those  who  need  or  desire  to  receive  income 
from  their  investments,  we  have  several  types  of  trust  funds 
we  can  suggest.  Some  might  like  to  name  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  as  the  beneficiary  of  a  life  insurance 
policy.  Still  others  will  want  to  include  the  Foundation  in  a 
Christian  Will.  All  gifts  are  handled  as  the  donor  directs." 

Three  brochures  which  will  help  in  providing  more  de¬ 
tailed  information  are:  "Do  You  Know?",  "Questions??? 
You  Never  Asked,"  and  "your  will  be  done  but  .  .  ."  The 
Foundation  can  send  you  these,  and  other  important 
information.  The  address  is  UMFL,  1010  Mid  South  Towers, 
Shreveport,  La.  71101,  telephone  (318  )  222-8696. 


Literacy  program 
launched  in 
New  Orleans 

The  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches  is  launching  an  Each 
one/Teach  One  program,  concentrating 
on  improving  adult  literacy  and  teaching 
English  as  a  second  language.  All 
churches  in  the  community  are  being 
asked  for  assistance  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

A  communication  from  the  Federation 
offices  indicates  that  many  types  of 
volunteers  are  needed  to  help  set  up  the 
Drogram  and  to  carry  it  out.  There  are 
needs  for  regional  centers  within  the 
city,  volunteer  coordinators,  tutors, 
pastoral  counselors,  recruiting  pupils 
and  a  variety  of  other  services. 

This  program  is  being  widely  used 
throughout  the  country  and  is 
contributing  significantly  to  alleviation 
of  illiteracy. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  participates  in  the  Federation's 
programs  and  services. 


Munholland  celebrates  forty  years  Hammond  District  UMW 

meet,  elect  officers 


Mrs.  M.  A.  Muller.  President. 
Hammond  District  UMW  and  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward.  Conference  President  are 
shown  at  the  District  Annual  Meeting 
held  in  the  Ponchatoula  Church.  Mrs. 
Ward  gave  the  message  of  Challenge  and 
Commitment. 


Officers  of  Baton  Rouge  District  UMW 


New  Orleans  District 
women  attend  meetings 


Three  District  workshops  have  been 
held  in  the  New  Orleans  District  in  recent 
weeks  for  local  elected  leaders  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  A  wide  and 
enthusiastic  attendance  was  reported 
recently,  with  much  interest  shown 
by  the  locally  elected  officers  who  will 
lead  their  units  during  the  coming  year 


Mrs.  George  W.  Carter  is  president  of 
the  New  Orleans  District  women's  group, 
and  she.  with  the  other  officers  have 
recently  expressed  their  appreciation  for 
responsiveness  among  the  women  of  the 
district.  They  indicate  that  much  of  a 
constructive  nature  has  been 
accomplished  in  these  meetings. 


Munholland  Church,  Metairie,  recently 
celebrated  its  40th  Anniversary  with  a 
Heritage  Sunday  Service.  Many 
members  and  friends  attended.  One  of 
the  highlights  of  the  occasion  was 
presentation  of  charter  members  who 
still  are  a  part  of  the  church.  Seven 
charter  members  were  on  hand, 
representing  the  original  33  who  were 


responsible  for  beginning  the 
congregation. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely,  pastor  is 
shown  in  the  photograph  with  charter 
members.  They  are:  William  Ryan,  Mrs 
J.  J  Ryan,  Sr.,  Mrs.  T  K  Shepherd, 
Mrs.  Marvin  Perrett;  and  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Leo  S.  Modenbach  and  Mrs.  Louis  J. 
Young. 


Southside  youth  enjoy  football 


Newly  installed  Hammond  District  officers  of  UMW  are:  (front  row.  l-r)  —  Mrs. 
Sara  Fugler.  Mrs.  Hubert  Bailey.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Muller.  Mrs.  Gwen  Seale:  (second  row. 
l-r)  _  Mrs.  C.  P  Lipscomb.  Mrs.  Jack  Higgenbotham.  Mrs.  James  Saint,  (third 
row.  l-r)  —  Mrs  Vera  Packer.  Mrs.  Ed  Mazzino.  Mrs.  Jackie  Richardson.  Mrs. 
Eddie  Morgan.  Miss  Emma  Burris,  and  Mrs.  James  Burris. 

Grants  available  for  world  hunger  projects 


As  a  part  of  the  priority  emphasis  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  on  world 
hunger,  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  has  announced  an  amount 
of  up  to  $300,000  available  for  grants 
during  the  fiscal  year  1977-78.  These 
grants  will  be  made  to  institutions, 
groups  or  persons  in  higher  education. 

Three  general  areas  will  receive  funds. 
The  general  categories  are:  Higher 
Education  and  U.S.  Policies,  Attitudes 
and  Behaviors  Impinging  on  World 
Hunger.  Higher  Education  and  Better 
Production  and  Distribution  of  Food;  and 


Stimulation  of  World  Hunger 
Action/Research  by  Academic 
Communities. 

Grant  proposals  to  be  considered  for 
funding  after  April  1,  1977  must  be 
received  by  January  15,  1977. 

Consideration  for  later  funding  will  be 
given  to  proposals  received  by 
September  15,  1977.  For  application 
forms  and  further  information  on  the 
program  areas  and  the  criteria  to  be 
used,  write:  World  Hunger  Committee, 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville.  Tennessee  37202. 


N.O.  District  presents 
Lay  Persons  of  the  Year 


District  Meeting 


Baton  Rouge  UMW  elect  leaders, 


give  honorary  memberships 


“Our  Concerns  and  Action"  was  the 
theme  for  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Annual 
Meeting  held  recently  at  University 
Church. 

Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery,  member  of 
the  Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Group 
and  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan,  member 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Women’s  Division,  presented  a  dialogue, 
using  concerns  noted  from  small  group 
discussions  at  the  1976  Annual  Meeting. 
Each  of  the  speakers,  members  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District,  and  retiring  from 
positions  of  outstanding  leadership  in  the 
UMW,  was  presented  an  “Honorary 
Membership  in  United  Methodist 
Women.” 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  Installation 
Services  and  Holy  Communion  were 
conducted  by  District  Superintendent 


lfc  _ 

and  Mrs.  McGowan 
—  Honorary  Members  “for  outstanding 
leadership. " 

Robert  B.  Crichlow  and  Host  Pastor  Dr. 
Lamar  E.  Smith. 

Mrs.  Chris  H.  Hall  is  President  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  UMW 


Meetings: 

COM  -  December  10-11 
Laity  -  December  11-12 


Southside  United  Methodist  Church 
youth  were  among  the  thousands  of  UMY 
to  attend  the  Mustangs  vs  Houston  game 
played  in  the  Cotton  Bowl  in  Dallas.  The 
overnight  trip  from  Monroe  also  included 
a  visit  to  the  Texas  State  Fair.  The  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner  is  their  pastor.  The 
accompanying  picture  shows  them  in 
front  of  the  church  bus. 


Round  Grove  celebrates 


When  R  ound 
Grove  Church. 
Shreveport,  cele¬ 
brated  its  100th 
Anniversary  (re¬ 
ported  in  edition  of 
October  8)  some  of 
the  participants 
were  photographed 
beside  an 

anniversary  sign 
painted  by  a 
member.  Ms 
Marilyn  Hall.  Here 
(l-r)  are:  Rev.  A.  L. 
M.  Moch.  former 
pastor:  Mrs.  Inell 
Myers,  anniversary 


Rev.  James  Graham,  pastor;  Rev.  John  Hamilton,  former  pastor ;  A 
Mrs.  Addie  Bass.  Lay  Leader. 


Warren  Church  celebrates  88th  Anniversary 


Warren  Church.  Lake  Charles,  recently  celebrated  88  years  of  service,  with 
Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen,  of  the  Charlotte  (N.C.)  Area,  preaching  the  sermon.  This 
photograph,  taken  at  the  time  of  the  celebration,  shows  Bishop  Allen  receiving  a 
certificate  of  honorary  citizenship  of  Lake  Charles  from  Chester  Jones,  assistant 
mayor  of  the  city.  Also  in  the  picture  (l-r)  are  Moses  T.  Jachson.  Sr.,  pastor  of 
Warren:  Mrs.  Geneva  J  Bell,  chairperson  COM:  and  Lay  Leader  Irvin  K 
Abraham. 

Foundation  Executive  Committee  to  meet 

Shelby  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  has  called  an  executive  committee  meeting  for  Dec.  10, 
2:00  p.m.  at  First  UM  Church  in  Alexandria.  The  meeting  the  committee  will  hear  a 
report  of  the  Director  on  the  progress  made  to  date.  There  will  also  be  discussing 
policy  and  strategy  matters 


Samuel  D.  Johnson  (left)  and  Mrs  William  R  “ Bobbie "  McHugh  received  award 
plaques  for  “the  outstanding  layman  and  lavwoman  of  the  year"  in  the  New  Orleans 
District  for  1976.  Milton  J.  Cook,  Sr..  District  Lay  Leader  made  the  presentations 
The  awards  are  based  on  outstanding  work  in  individual  churches  and  for  the  " 
cause  of  Methodism  and  for  personal  Christian  living."  Mrs.  McHugh  is  a  member 
of  Carrollton  :  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  Grace. 


Aren  Provost  is  ilrlegalr 


Consultation  on  Church  Union  meets 


The  United  Methodist  Church  along 
with  nine  other  church  bodies  is  engaged 
in  serious  talks  through  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union.  These  talks  represent 
many  possibilities,  and  this  was 
evidenced  in  the  recent  meeting  held  in 
Dayton.  Ohio  in  early  November. 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  New 
Orleans,  the  United  Methodist  Area 
Provost,  is  one  of  11  voting  delegates, 
and  he  attended  the  November  sessions 
Some  35  United  Methodists  were 
involved  in  the  Consultation  held  at 
Bergamo  Center,  Dayton.  Bishop  Jesse 
R  DeWitt,  of  the  Wisconsin  Area,  is  the 
chairperson  of  the  United  Methodist 
delegation. 

The  meeting  in  Dayton  was  the  13th 
Plenary  session  of  the  group,  which  is 
made  up  of  the  following  ( in  addition  to 
United  Methodists):  Presbyterian 
Church  US;  Presbyterian  Church  USA: 
Disciples  of  Christ;  United  Church  of 
Christ;  Episcopal  Church;  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  and 


Rachel  Henderlite  Frederick  D. 


Jordan 

the  National  Council  of  Community 
Churches,  It  is  Doctor  Harrington’s 
opinion  that  the  discussions  brought  an 
emerging  theological  concensus  a  little 
closer  to  reality. 

Dr.  Rachel  Henderlite.  first  woman 
ordained  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  US, 
and  a  retired  professor  at  Austin 
Theological  Seminary,  Texas,  was 
elected  president,  succeeding  Bishop 
Frederick  D.  Jordan  of  the  AME  Church 
who  has  completed  a  two-year  term  in 
this  office. 
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Attack  on  ‘institutions’  comes 
from  one-side  view  of  history 


“I  think  institutions  are  terrible 
anyway,”  nationally-known  historian 
Arthur  Schlesinger  Jr.  told  an  audience 
at  a  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
symposium  recently.  "The  historical 
role  of  institutions  has  been  to  corrupt, 
and  the  church  appears  to  be  no  different 
than  other  institutions  in  that  regard” 
(see  TM/UMR,  Nov.  26). 

Dr.  Schlesinger ’s  indictment  of  the 
church  as  an  institution  is  hardly  a  new 
theme  for  antagonists  of  organized 
religion.  It  is  a  favorite  theme  for  many 
persons  with  far  fewer  academic 
credentials  than  his. 

The  indictment,  like  most  half-truths 
and  unqualified  charges,  is  welcomed  by 
many  persons  in  this  time  of  national 
cynicism  about  institutional  structures 
—  from  the  family  unit  to  national 
government.  And  Dr.  Schlesinger  shows 
by  his  comments  that  even  those  we  label 
as  our  "thinkers”  are  not  immune  to  this 
popular,  catch-all  mood  —  regardless  of 
how  fuzzy  the  thinking  it  represents. 

The  fatal  error  which  such  critics 
make  when  they  blast  the  institutional 
church  (or  any  other  institution)  on  the 
basis  of  its  "institutionalism”  is  one  of 
perspective.  Such  an  error  is 
particularly  disheartening  when  it  comes 
from  an  “historian”  such  as  Dr. 
Schlesinger.  For  it  is  precisely 
“perspective”  which  determines  history 
in  the  first  place. 

We  can  see  the  history  of  the 
institutional  church,  within  the  narrow 
perspective  to  which  Dr.  Schlesinger 
seems  to  have  fallen  victim,  as  a  history 
of  evil.  That  fact  is  hardly  debatable.  The 
institutional  church  has  had  more  than 
its  share  of  evil  roles  through  the 
centuries.  It  has  been  an  instrument  of 
oppression,  totalitarianism,  persecution 
and  ignorance. 

But  are  those  facts  so  overpowering 
that  we  cannot  see  that  the  same 
institution  has  served  as  an  instrument  of 
freedom,  truth  and  justice?  The  church, 
as  an  institution,  —  in  addition  to  being 
the  villain  it  is  often  said  to  be  —  has  been 
education,  health  care,  community,  and 
food  for  the  hungry. 

While  none  of  us  should  be  “worship¬ 
pers  of  institutions,”  neither  should  we 
forget  to  give  credit  where  credit  is  due. 
While  institutions  now  and  always 
represent  a  danger  of  abuse,  they  also 
represent  an  unparalleled  potential  for 
corporate  action  toward  good. 

We  should  always  be  hard  on  our 
institutions,  recognize  their  dangers  and 
watchdog  their  activities,  but  we  should 

TM/UMR  welcomes  two 
new  local  church  editions 
in  Colorado  and  Illinois 

With  this  issue  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  new  local  church  editions  at 
Clinton  United  Methodist  Parish  in 
Clinton.  Illinois  (Central  Illinois  Annual 
Conference)  and  Four  Corners  United 
Parish  in  Cortez.  Colorado  (Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference). 

Four  Comers  United  Parish  includes 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Mancos, 
Delores,  Cortez  and  Dove  Creek, 
Colorado.  The  Clinton  edition  will  go  to 
575  readers  and  the  Four  Corners  edition 
will  go  to  450  readers  each  week.  The  two 
parishes  join  more  than  200  other  local 
churches,  parishes  and  districts  across 
the  nation  which  receive  TM/UMR  local 
editions  each  week  with  local  church 
news  printed  in  combination  with 
conference  and  national  church  news. 

To  new  readers  in  these  parishes  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  edition  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  TM  UMR’s 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


not  succumb  to  simplistic  slogans  such 
as  "Institutions  are  terrible." 

Institutions  —  the  church  included  — 
will  be  only  as  “terrible”  as  we  will  allow 
them  to  be.  And  they  will  only  be  as  good 
as  we  make  them. 

As  Christians,  our  demands  must  be 
loud,  clear  and  persistent.  And  when 
"institutions"  seem  to  fail  us,  we  need  to 
remember  that  such  a  state  only  exists 
because  we  have  failed  in  our  obedience 
to  the  demands  of  following  Jesus  Christ. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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I  found  the  church  in  the  singing  of  students 


By  MRS.  ROBERT  STEINER 
When  we  moved  to  our  lovely  old 
farm  home,  my  family  found  life  very 
beautiful.  We  planted  in  the 
springtime  and  watched  the  resulting 
growth.  We  eryoyed  the  beauty  of  the 
changing  seasons  and  were  aware  of 
God’s  handiwork  all  around  us.  We 
joined  a  small  country  church  and 
were  welcomed  into  its  fellowship  by 
a  dedicated  pastor  and  warm 
Christian  friends.  It  was  easy  to 
praise  God  and  believe  he  loved  us. 
for  everywhere  we  turned,  life  was 
good. 


Then  our  lives  changed.  My 
husband  was  going  through  a  long  and 
serious  illness.  Because  he  could  no 
longer  work,  our  financial  situation 
became  very  difficult,  and  the  chores 
that  once  were  so  interesting  to  us, 
and  done  so  willingly,  were  now  a 
heavy  burden  since  my  husband  could 
no  longer  participate.  As  illness  had 
taken  the  joy  from  his  life,  I  found  the 
light  in  my  own  life  growing  dim.  It 
was  heartbreaking  to  see  the  strain  in 
the  faces  of  our  children. 

In  the  depths  of  my  despair  I 
questioned,  "Why  Lord?”  My 


husband  was  always  a  good  man.  Why 
should  he  receive  this  crushing 
blow?" 

One  evening  our  son  asked  to  bring 
home  his  singing  group  from  College. 
They  called  themselves  Koinonia  and 
sang  gospel  songs  and  witnessed  for 
Jesus  Christ  throughout  our  area.  As 
these  young  people  sang  for  us  and 
gave  their  testimonies,  my  heart  was 
warmed.  They  too  had  difficulties  and 
problems  in  their  lives  but  they  did 
not  question  God’s  wisdom.  Their 
faith  and  trust  in  the  Lord  shone  in 
their  eyes  and  resounded  in  their 


songs.  The  lump  in  my  throat 
disappeared  and  the  cold  tightness  in 
my  chest  eased  as  I  was  able  to  look 
upward  and  once  again  let  the 
warmth  of  God's  love  flow  into  my 
heart. 

These  beautiful  young  people 
brought  a  message  of  hope  to  me  at  a 
time  in  my  life  when  I  had  lost  my 
way.  The  church  came  to  me  in  the 
shining  faces,  songs,  and  sincere 
expressions  of  faith  of  a  group  of 
college  students. 

Mrs.  Steiner  is  a  member  of  West 
Liberty  UMC  in  Slippery  Rock,  Pa. 


Editorial  on  prison  abolition  criticized  as  6 unfair 


To  the  Editor; 

As  a  member  of  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  my 
response  to  your  editorial,  “Prison 
abolition  support  off  base,”  in  the  Nov.  12 
issue  is  this :  disagreeing  with  an  action 
taken  by  the  Women’s  Division  is  your 
privilege,  assuming  division  members 
voted  without  understanding  their  vote  is 
untrue  and  unfair.  You  state  that  while 
you  have  carefully  examined  the  facts, 
you  doubt  the  Women’s  Division 
members  understood  what  they  were 
voting  to  accept. 

The  project  involved  was  studied  by 
the  Christian  Social  Relations  Section  of 
the  division  and  recommended  by  it  to 
the  entire  division.  Before  being  asked  to 
vote  on  it,  each  division  member  was 
given  3  printed  pages  of  explanation  of 
the  project,  including  its  long-range  goal 
and  its  “concrete  and  compelling  tasks." 
This  information  had  been  provided  by 
the  project’s  headquarters. 

A  copy  of  the  division’s  action, 
along  with  the  3  page  interpretation  of 
the  project,  has  been  sent  to  United 
Methodist  Women  Conference 
Presidents  and  Conference  Coordinators 
of  Christian  Social  Involvement.  The 
letter  accompanying  the  materials 
promises  these  conference  officers  they 
will  be  kept  informed  as  to 
developments. 

In  telling  of  your  contacts  with  the 
director  of  the  project,  you  failed  to 
mention  it  is  a  pilot  project  of  the  New 
York  State  Council  of  Churches. 

As  a  member  of  the  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  I  appreciate  your 
commending  the  board’s  representa¬ 
tives’  going  into  local  churches  in  the 
Denver  area  on  the  Sunday  morning  the 
board  was  there.  I  would  add  that  this 
was  done  not  by  just  staff  and  not  only  on 
Sunday  morning.  32  members  and  staff 
persons  of  the  Education  and  Cultivation 
Division  were  in  local  church  services  on 
Sunday  morning  and  also  with  church 
groups  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  Monday 
morning.  Some  went  as  far  as  100  miles 
out  of  Denver. 

Mary  May 
Winnsboro,  Texas 

lul ito rial  ’tin  inform  eil ' 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  disagree  with  your  conclusion  in 
the  article  entitled  “Prison  abolition 
support  off  base”  (TM/UMR,  Nov.  12). 
For  the  very  reasons  in  the  quote  from 
the  social  principles,  this  money  should 
go  for  this  cause.  Read  the  last  section  of 
the  part  you  quoted:  "and  facilities  for 
rehabilitation  of  offenders.”  Please 
listen  to  the  criminologists  who  are 
saying  our  prisons  are  a  failure.  Nothing 
in  them  is  redemptive.  Our  prisons  are 
not  protecting  "all  citizens  from  those 
who  would  encroach  upon  personal  and 
property  rights." 

I  challenge  you  to  become  informed 
about  the  criminal  justice  system.  Then 
you  will  be  better  able  to  deal  with  this 
issue  as  it  arises  in  the  future  —  and  it 
will. 

The  organizations  which  are  working 
toward  abolition  are  not  working  for 
abolition  of  prisons  alone,  but  for  the 
needed  alternatives  which  will  deal  with 
criminals  as  people.  This  is  the  mission 
of  the  church,  not  warehousing  people 
like  animals,  only  to  release  them  to  do 
greater  damage.  Our  present  system  is  a 
school  for  crime.  We  have  the  highest 
crime  rate  per  capita  in  the  world  and  we 
incarcerate  the  most  people  in  the  world. 
Since  we  don’t  have  the  most  people  in 
the  world,  this  should  say  something  to 
us  about  our  system. 

Read  Harold  DeWolf.  Ramsey  Clarke, 
and  Gilbert  Cantor  for  just  a  few. 

Merle  E.  Showers 
Webster,  New  York 
lul  ito  rial  praised 
To  the  Editor: 

Methodism  has  long  needed  the 
leadership  and  direction  now  occurent  in 
your  editorials  —  reaching  a  media-Mt. 
Everest  with  “Prison  abolition  support 
off  base”  (TM/UMR.  Nov.  12).  In 
addition,  you  have  manifested  the 
ultimate  in  fairness  in  your  "letters  to 
the  editor”  inclusions.  Keep  up  the 
sterling  leadership 

L.  I.  Snyder 

Washington,  Pennsylvania 
(on  torsion  needed 
To  the  Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord  for  your  editorial  in  the 
November  19  issue  of  TM/UMR.  You 
quoted  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  as  saying, 
"Many  persons  on  the  church’s  rolls 
have  never  really  experienced 
conversion.” 

I  can  concur,  experientially.  with 
Bishop  Hunt’s  statement,  for  I.  too.  was 
such.  For  25  years  I  had  been  an  active 
Methodist  and  yet.  somehow.  I  never  had 
heard  "with  hearing  ears”  about  the 
necessity  of  making  a  personal 
commitment  to  Christ  (that  is,  of 
becoming  born  again,  converted,  saved, 
regenerated)  or  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  in 
mvlife 


Every  day  I  thank  God  that  four  years 
ago  when  I  was  51  years  old,  that  Jesus 
touched  me  with  the  miracle  of  salvation 
and  the  baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit! 

My  prayer  is  that  your  editorial  will 
help  others  by  leading  them  to  the 
scriptures,  where  they  can  know  and 
understand  that  Jesus  Himself  tells  us 
(in  the  3rd  Chapter  of  John’s  gospel)  that 
"...  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God”  and 
“Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  you,  ye  must 
be  born  again."  TomL.Ingram 

Roswell,  New  Mexico 

Amen ,  Amen  ! 

To  the  Editor : 

I  just  want  to  say  Amen!  Amen! 
Amen!  to  your  editorial  of  November  19, 
"We  have  grown  lax  in  calling  people  to 
decide  about  Jesus.” 

The  Lord  bless  you  for  being  so  bold 
and  true!  Cynthia  Farlow 

Denton,  Texas 

Church  should n  */ 
in  vest  in  stocks 
To  the  Editor: 

It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  our 
Board  of  Pensions  and  our  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  invest  a  part  of  our 
money  in  stocks,  presumably  most  of 
which  are  listed  on  the  board  of  the  New 
York  Stock  Exchange  or  American  Stock 
Exchange. 

In  my  opinion,  the  advisability  of  this 
practice  is  highly  questionable  — 
especially  of  the  pension  fund.  We  are 
told  that  the  brokers  or  consultants  who 
help  manage  these  funds  are  highly 
qualified,  but  it  has  proven  over  and  over 
that  the  best  “brains”  in  the  business 
cannot  accurately  predict  the  rise  and 
fall  of  the  stock  market. 

I  think  these  funds  should  be  put  to 
work  in  such  things  as  fully  guaranteed 
government  obligations,  bonds, 
debentures  and  such,  or  fully  insured 
certificates  of  deposit  in  banks  and 
savings  and  loan  associations.  In  my 
opinion,  the  church  should  not  invest 
monies  that  actually  belong  to  our 
retired  and  retiring  ministers  in 
investments  that  could  possibly  lose 
money  and  cause  some  erosion  of  our 
pension  fund.  j  s.  Edwards  Jr. 

Slaton,  Texas 
t  ithing  is  needed 
To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  Ken  Bedell’s  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  in  the  October  29  issue,  I  would 
submit  the  following. 

I  commend  Mr.  Bedell  for  lifting  up  the 
blessings  of  giving  God  our  first  fruits. 
But  the  article’s  suggestion  to  “teach  the 
giving  of  ‘first  fruits’  rather  than  tithing" 
in  our  churches,  would  mean  that  our 
people  would  only  receive  the  blessings 
of  God  for  giving  first  fruits  and  miss  the 
blessings  that  God  also  gives  as  we 
tithe:  (1)  tithing  has  a  definite 
commitment  of  blessing  from  God 
(Malachi  3:11);  (2)  it  is  a  minimum  act 
of  faith  through  which  God  allows  us  to 
test  His  blessings,  so  that  we  would  want 
to  grow  in  faith  (Malachi  3:10);  (3)  by 
doing  this  minimum,  we  know  we  have 
done  something  that  Jesus  felt  we  should, 
giving  us  satisfaction  that  we  have  done 
something  that  pleased  Him  (Matthew 
23:23)  (Malachi  3:8-9);  (4)  we  gain  the 
awareness  that  God  is  so  richly  providing 
for  us  that  we  can  live  on  10  percent  less 
than  He  gives  us,  making  us  thankful  to 
Him,  feel  adequate  in  ourselves,  and  not 
covetous  of  others. 

One  could  give  many  more  blessings 
that  one  will  gain  if  one  would  not  only 
give  one’s  first  fruits,  but  also  one’s  tithe 
to  God.  as  He  lovingly  commands. 

William  Brigden 
Jamestown,  Kansas 
'TIioii' should  remain 
in  liSt  lli hie 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  deeply  saddened  by  the  report 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  5)  that  a  committee  has 
decided  to  abandon  “Thou”  and  “Thine” 
in  speech  addressed  to  God,  in  the 
projected  revision  of  the  RVS.  The  report 
does  not  hint  at  the  reasons  for  this 
change.  To  render  the  text  more  prosaic, 
more  modern,  more  common  place?  Will 
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it  not  tend  to  encourage  a  crude 
anthropomorphism  which  conceives  of 
God  literally  as  a  big  Person  in  the  sky? 
(The  sort  of  god  the  atheist  Russian 
cosmonauts  looked  for  and  did  not  find! ) 

The  deeper  wound  to  our  traditional 
sensibility  and  wisdom,  however,  is  not 
that  to  the  credibility  of  belief  in  God,  as 
such,  but  to  the  nature  of  our  God.  The 
wonder,  awe,  mystery,  and  majesty  of 
the  divine  Presence  will  be  significantly 
dispelled,  will  they  not?  Has  not  the 
language  of  the  King  James  Version  and 
the  Edwardian  Prayer  Book  of  1549 
conveyed  in  unparalled  faithfulness  the 
God  who  appears  in  Genesis  1,  Exodus  3, 
Psalms  19,  Isaiah  6,  John  1,  and  Romans 
1?  I  don’t  mean  to  say  that  this  revision 
will  prematurely  confirm  current 
liturgical  experiments  that  approach  the 
Holy  of  Holies  in  the  “Hey,  you,  Big 
Daddy”  spirit.  But  there  is  a  danger,  is 
there  not?  Are  the  reasons  for  the 
announced  revision  all  that  compelling? 
In  my  judgment,  even  if  we  assume  it 
was  a  good  idea  to  drop  "thee”  and 
“thou”  in  speech  addressed  to  ordinary 
mortals,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  should 
address  God  the  Father  almighty, 
creator  of  heaven  and  earth  in  the  exact 
same  fashion.  William  Gillham 

Albion,  Michigan 

M  hy  print  article 

about  Catty  Hears t? 

To  the  Editor: 

Inasmuch  as  it  was  the  desire  of  both 
Patricia  Hearst,  and  her  Episcopal 
priest,  the  Rev.  Edward  John  Dumke, 
that  Miss  Hearst’s  affiliation  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  be  kept  private,  why 
did  you  not  exercise  some  Christian 
grace  and  sensitivity,  and  not  print  it? 

JohnW.  Jakway 

Hibbing,  Minnesota 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  article  about 
Miss  Hearst’s  change  in  church 
affiliation  was  not  “released”  by 
TM/UMR,  but  was  a  Religious  News 
Service  story  which  was  widely  printed 
before  our  article  appeared.  At  the  point 
of  its  publication  it  was  “news”  in  the 
religious  world,  a  fact  we  believe  should 
not  be  ignored  by  a  newspaper  such  as 
TM/UMR. 

Worship  deteriorating 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  thankful  for  the  “good  paper”  you 
are  publishing.  I  can  hardly  wait  for  it  to 
come. 

I  am  writing  about  ministers  who  do 
not  preach  to  honor  God.  So  many 
sermons  are  being  preached  from  books 
of  sermons  which  were  written  by  other 
men.  Prayers  are  being  read,  which 
sound  so  mechanical. 

Also,  the  third  verse  of  the  last  hymn  is 
often  left  out.  This  is  supposed  to  be  a 
hymn  of  invitation  —  to  come  for 
repentance.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  author 
and  the  message  of  the  hymn  is  missed. 
We  hardly  ever  see  a  sinner  come  to  the 
altar  any  more,  baptizing  the  altar  with 
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tears  of  repentance. 

The  responsive  reading,  too,  is  often 
left  out,  to  be  filled  with  something  else. 
The  singing  and  the  responsive  reading 
are  about  all  the  worshipers  can  take 
partin. 

Why  are  these  things  taking  place 
today?  I  will  be  84  years  old  soon  and  am 
in  my  19th  year  of  retirement  as  a 
Methodist  minister.  Some  may  say  about 
me,  “He  is  old  and  thinks  back.”  God  is 
old  and  He  has  not  changed  His  way  of 
salvation.  „  .  „  „ 

Harry  A.  Pullen 
Madisonville,  Kentucky 
A  ddress  requested 
To  the  Editor: 

Please  send  my  address  to  Mr.  Henry 
Schaeffer.  My  wife  and  I  are  interested 
in  his  program,  “Roving  volunteers  in 
Christ’s  service,”  which  was  described 
by  Pat  Sites  in  the  Nov.  12  issue. 

I  am  a  retired  fire  chief  from 
Jacksonville,  Florida.  I  am  also 
experienced  in  carpentry,  painting  and 
have  my  own  tools.  My  wife  cooks  and 
sews  and  was  employed  many  years  as  a 
library  clerk  at  Jacksonville  University. 
We  are  self-supporting  and  free  to  travel 
—  have  a  travel  trailer  —  but  we  need 
more  information  before  making  a 
commitment. 

E.  Ervin  Wood 
Keystone  Heights,  Florida 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mr.  Schaeffer’s 
address  is  509  North  Walnut,  LeRoy, 
Illinois  61752. 

Death  penalty  wrong 

To  the  Editor : 

In  the  November  19  issue  you  print 
different  protestors’  statements  about 
your  previous  statements  on  the  death 
penalty.  I  respond  particularly  to  the 
“Christian"  who  wants  to  be  “set 
straight.” 

I  do  not  profess  to  have  great 
knowledge  of  the  Bible,  but  Christ  said  he 
who  breaks  the  least  commandment 
shall  be  considered  least  in  the  Kingdom. 
There  is  no  argument  but  what  the 
Commandments  specify,  “Thou  shalt  not 


kill;”  so  I  fail  to  see  how  anyone  who 
professes  to  be  a  Christian  can  do 
anything  but  condemn  capital 
punishment,  period.  Amos  in  Chapter  2 
says  because  they  have  despised  the  law 
of  the  Lord  and  not  kept  his 
commandments  —  I  shall  send  fire  upon 
them,  and  He  did. 

I  think  one  of  the  Dakotas  has  the 
lowest  crime  and  homicide  rate  of  any  of 
the  states  and  is  the  oldest  one  outlawing 
capital  punishment.  So  it  is  highly 
impractical  as  well  as  inhuman  and 
unchristian.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
us  from  requiring  all  murderers  to  stay 
in  jail  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  and  make 
products  for  others.  At  least  they  could 
partly  atone.  John  U.  Morris 

Oswego,  New  York 

Divorce  ritual  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

I  feel  compelled  to  respond  to  a  letter 
by  Marc  Bockman  in  the  Nov.  12  issue  of 
TM/UMR,  in  which  he  deplored  a  church 
ritual  for  divorce.  Mr.  Bockman  implies 
his  belief  that  divorce  is  a  sin,  and 
suggests  that  “liberal  attitudes”  are  the 
cause  of  people  leaving  the  church. 

As  one  who  returned  to  the  church 
after  a  long  absence  during  my  own 
separation  and  divorce,  and  as  one 
involved  in  counseling  others  through 
separation  and  divorce  for  the  past  three 
years,  I  can  tell  you  that  divorce  is  a 
death  —  the  death  of  the  relationship 
between  two  people.  Just  as  we  have  a 
funeral  ritual  to  comfort  the  grieving 
survivors,  we  need  to  offer  the 
compassionate  support  of  the  church  to 
the  grieving  survivors  of  a  broken 
marriage. 

Mr.  Bockman  quotes  scripture,  but 
seems  not  to  know  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
who  showed  compassion  for  all  those  who 
sought  it,  and  reserved  his  scorn  for 
those  who  thought  themselves  more 
worthy  than  their  fellows. 

I  wonder  how  many  come  to  the  church 
seeking  understanding  and  support,  and 
leave  when  they  meet  only  pr^ . , 
judgement?  William  K.  Whitenack ' 
Davis,  California 
Document  sought 
To  the  Editor: 

Recently  you  have  run  reports  on  the 
actions  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union,  and  in  the  last  article  you 
reported  that  they  had  approved  a 
“statement  of  ‘emerging  theological 
consensus’." 

For  those  of  us  with  an  interest  in  the 
doctrinal  issues  confronting  our  church, 
to  whom  may  we  write  for  a  complete 
copy  of  this  and  any  other  significant 
documents  from  the  COCU? 

Cal  Beisner 

Huntington  Beach,  California 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  These  documents 
may  be  secured  from  the  COCU  office, 
228,  Alexander  Street,  Princeton,  New 
Jersey  08540. 
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—Clyde  S.  Kilby,  author  of 
C.  S.  Lewis:  Images  of  His  World 


C.  S.  LEWIS:  THE  SHAPE  OF 
HIS  FAITH  AND  THOUGHT 
by  Paul  L.Holmer 

“Lewis  spoke  of  the  ‘guiding  thread’  which  runs  through 
all  his  books— religious,  literary,  philosophical— and 
Professor  Holmer  has  shown  exactly  how  all  the  books 
are  tied  together. . .  Absolutely  necessary  to  a  full 
appreciation  of  C.  S.  Lewis. . .  It  is  the  best  book  ever 
written  about  him.”—  Walter  Hooper. 

$6.95;  paper  RD  188  $3.95 


THE  DOVE  IN  HARNESS 

Philip  Mason.  For  everyone  who  has  ever  wrestled 
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Human  rights  actions  questioned 

Leaders  disagree  on  when  church  should  speak  or  remain  silent 


No 'blue  laws' bore 

Just  so  the  continuing  controversy  over  Sunday  closing  laws  in  various  parts  of 
:•  the  nation  isn’t  misunderstood,  the  East  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in 
•:  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  has  posted  this  "Open  Sunday"  sign.  The  Rev.  George 
:•  Hill,  pastor  of  the  church,  points  out  the  church  is  open  for  worship,  however,  not 
>•  business.  norwai.k  hour  photo 


By  SH  ARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Why  do  church  agencies  condemn 
human  rights  violations  in  some 
countries  —  for  example,  Chile. 
Rhodesia  and  South  Korea  —  and  yet  say 
little  about  similar  violations  in 
communist-ruled  nations  like  the  Soviet 
Union  and  Cuba? 

Such  selective  "singling  out”  seems 
readily  apparent  to  some  United 
Methodists  and  they  view  it  as 
"inconsistency”  or  "hypocrisy”  on  the 
part  of  their  church.  How  valid  are  those 
charges?  How  do  church  groups 
determine  when  to  speak  up  and  when  to 
remain  silent? 

Answers  to  these  questions  are  far 
from  unanimous,  TM/UMR  learned  from 
talking  with  church  agency  staff 
members,  ecumenical  officials  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC), 
and  persons  who  have  made  recent  on¬ 
site  visits  to  some  world  trouble  spots 
(See  also  related  story  this  page ) . 

A  few  persons  view  any  effort  to  hold 
communist  nations  accountable  as  futile. 
Others  say  that  what  looks  like  "singling 
out”  actually  isn’t.  Still  others  believe 
the  Helsinki  Declaration,  signed  by  35 
Western  and  European  states,  and  the 
USSR,  provides  the  basis  for  a  "new  era” 
and  is  already  ending  the  silence  of  the 
World  Councii  of  Churches  in  addressing 
oppression  in  communist  states. 

(The  Helsinki  agreement  commits 
participating  countries  to  respect  the 
rights  of  freedom  of  thought,  conscience, 
religion  or  belief,  and  calls  for  the 
promotion  and  effective  exercise  of  civil, 
political,  economic,  social  and  cultural 
rights  and  freedom.  It  speaks  of  the  right 
of  national  minorities  to  equality  before 


Buys  television  stock 


Church  to  prod  TV  from  within 


DAYTON,  Ohio  —  In  a  bold  new 
strategy  for  combatting  "excessive 
amounts  of  violence  on  television,”  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  buy  stock 
in  the  nation’s  three  major  commercial 
networks  —  and  thus  be  able  to  take 
stockholder  action  to  further  its  crusade. 

Plans  to  purchase  ten  shares  of  stock  in 
each  of  the  networks  were  revealed  here 
last  week  by  the  executive  committee  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  the 
denomination’s  central  communications 
agency,  the  first  known  purchase  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  stock  in 
commercial  broadcasting. 

The  networks  are  the  American 
Broadcasting  Company  (ABC),  the 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System  (CBS), 
and  the  National  Broadcasting  Company 
(NBC). 

The  action  followed  a  resolution  of  the 


1976  General  Conference  on  "The  Church 
in  a  Mass-Media  Culture”  which  called 
for  "responsible  and  moral  decision¬ 
making  by  media  persons,"  according  to 
Nelson  Price,  UMC  associate  general 
secretary  for  its  Division  of  Public 
Media. 

Mr.  Price  told  TM/UMR  that  while  the 
amount  of  stock  is  small,  the  purchase 
"gives  us  an  entry  to  influence  the  kind  of 
television  programming  that  is 
presented.” 

Mr.  Price  said  UMC  is  also  conducting 
a  survey  of  current  church-agency- 


owned  stock  in  companies  which, 
according  to  a  prior  survey,  sponsor 
television  programs  of  excessive 
violence.  "If  we  find  that  we  don’t  have 
any  stock  in  those  companies,  we  may 
ask  for  the  go-ahead  to  buy  some,”  he 
said. 

The  "top  ten”  companies  sponsoring 
such  programs,  he  said,  are  Burger  King 
(Pillsbury),  Colgate-Palmolive,  Gillette. 
Ford,  Johnson  &  Johnson,  American 
Motors,  Datsun,  General  Motors, 
Procter  &  Gamble  and  McDonald’s. 


Broadcasting  given  boost 
for  1977  by  UMC  agency 


The  Biblical 
Backgrounds 
of  the  Middle 
East  Conflict 


The  Arab-Israeli  dispute  is 
placed  against  the  background  of 
the  Hebrew  people — their  past 
history,  the  land,  and  how 
their  neighbors  have  reacted  to 
their  presence  throughout  the 
centuries.  Both  sides  of  the 
conflict  are  presented  in  a  bal¬ 
anced  way  in  order  •  to  provide 
the  reader  with  a  more 
knowledgeable  understanding 
ot  the  issues  and  to  elicit  a  meas¬ 
ure  of  sympathy  for  both  sides. 
Dr.  Kraff  provides  a  factual 
account  of  the  rise  of  Arab 
nationalism,  the  increase  in  Zion¬ 
ist  immigration,  and  the  four 
Arab-Israeli  wars.  Maps  accom¬ 
pany  the  last  chapter.  Georgia 
Harkness  A  Charles  F.  Kraft. 
$7.95 
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DAYTON,  Ohio  —  United  Methodist 
involvement  in  radio  and  television 
programming  was  boosted  up  front  and 
center  by  the  board  of  managers  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  here 
last  week.  Three  priorities  mandated  for 
1977  are: 

•  Readying  a  prototype  radio  series  to 
be  previewed  by  1977  annual  conferences 
and,  if  feasible,  on  the  air  next  fall ; 

•  Developing  a  multi-media  campaign 
in  support  of  local  church  and  church 
school  attendance: 

•  Developing  models  for  additional 
mass  media  programming. 

Robert  Cheyne,  Bentonville,  Ark., 
chairperson  of  the  UMC  Mass 
Communications  committee,  said,  "It  is 
urgent  that  our  church  provide  some 
visible  results  from  the  1976  General 
Conference  action  setting  up  the  Mass 
Communications  Fund.  There  are 
expectations  about  this." 

The  agency  has  not  made  a  firm 
decision  on  format  as  yet,  according  to 
Nelson  Price,  executive  for  the  Division 
of  Public  Media.  "The  new  radio  series 
will  not  be  a  worship  service.  Two  other 
formats  are  being  considered:  a 
contemporary  blending  of  music  and 
conversation,  which  would  have  several 
versions  for  different  radio  music 
sounds:  a  magazine  format  with  a 
variety  of  features.” 

Dealing  with  the  new  Mass 
Communications  Fund,  which  has  been 
apportioned  to  congregations  in  the 
amount  of  $600,000  annually,  the  UMC 


increased  the  amount  budgeted  for  radio¬ 
television  from  $50,000  to  $140,000 
annually  starting  Jan.  1,  1977.  The  board 
said  it  is  anticipating  that  at  least  75 
percent,  or  $450,000  of  the  fund  will  be 
received  in  1977.  The  $90,000  increase 
followed  lengthy  debate  as  to  whether 
enough  funds  would  be  available  from 
the  new  fund  to  meet  expenditures 
without  a  loan.  Proponents  said  there 
was  equal  danger  of  "expecting  too 
little”  and  that  even  if  a  loan  were 
necessary  during  the  first  part  of  the 
year,  fund  receipts  would  enable  it  to  be 
repaid  before  the  end  of  1977. 

The  $4.1  million  dollar  budget  voted  fo 
1977  for  the  agency  includes  as  major 
categories:  $1.9  million  for  the  Division 
of  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation;  $1  million  for  the 
Division  of  Production  and  Distribution 
and  $260,706  for  general  administration. 
Sources  of  income  besides  the  Mass 
Communications  Fund  include  World 
Service,  the  denomination’s  basic 
benevolence  fund. 

The  managers  also  called  for  the  staff 
to  provide  at  the  next  meeting  a  report  on 
projected  changes  in  "The  Interpreter.” 
the  denominational  program  journal. 
The  report  is  to  include  "objective 
evaluation  of  user  reaction.” 

At  a  surprise  luncheon.  Dr.  Harold  H. 
Hazenfield,  who  retires  Dec.  31  as  editor 
of  program  materials,  was  honored  by 
the  board. 


the  law.  Respect  for  human  rights,  it 
states,  is  essential  for  the  peace,  justice 
and  well-being  that  is  necessary  to  ensure 
the  development  of  friendly  relations  and 
cooperation  among  states.) 

What  is  ‘reasonable  effect’? 

One  yardstick  for  condemning  the 
policies  of  nations  is  to  ask  where  the 
church  can  have  a  reasonable  effect,  say 
some  church  executives. 

For  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  which  has  been 
accused  by  some  church  persons  of 
"singling  out,”  the  policy  of  its  world 
division  is  "to  concentrate  on  those  areas 
of  the  world  where  the  UMC  has 
missionaries  and/or  where  the  U.S.  as  a 
nation  is  making  a  major  impact  on  the 
destiny  of  the  country,”  according  to  Dr. 
Charles  Germany,  a  board  executive. 

He  said  the  church  does  not  have 
missionaries  in  nations  such  as  the  Soviet 
,  Union  or  Uganda,  but  has  mission 
personnel  "existentially  involved”  in 
Chile,  The  Republic  of  Korea  (ROK)  and 
Rhodesia.  Further,  the  U.S.  has  major 
national  commitments  such  as  42,000 
troops  in  the  ROK  plus  $5  or  $6  billion  in 
assistance  each  year 

Dr.  Germany  said  the  World  Division 
is  concerned  about  human  rights  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  but  has  not  made  any 
statements  because  "what  we  do  or  say 
as  a  church  would  not  make  any  impact 
on  Soviet  government  policy.” 

Offering  a  similar  point  of  view  is  Dr. 
Herman  Will,  head  of  the  World  Peace 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

The  reason  that  division  doesn’t  say 
anything  about  communist  states  is 
directly  related  to  U.S.  policy.  "If  our 
nation  were  giving  communist  countries 
the  same  favorable  economic  aid. 
military  assistance  and  low,  guaranteed 
loans  to  purchase  military  equipment  as 
Chile  and  South  Korea  receive,  we  would 
have  a  responsibility  as  a  church  to  be 
equally  vocal  about  their  oppresive 
activities. 

"As  a  division  we  are  concerned  about 
human  rights  for  everybody,  but  we  don’t 
believe  in  giving  favors  to  any  nation 
denying  human  rights.”  Dr.  Will  said 
several  of  the  nations  receiving 
favorable  treatment  from  the  U.S. 
government  have  been  defined  by  the 
U.S.  Congress  as  being  in  a  "consistent 
pattern  of  gross  violations  of  civil 
rights.” 

"The  churches  in  the  U.S.  are  mainly 
concerned  with  situations  they  think  they 
can  reasonably  affect,”  summed  up  Dr. 
William  P.  Thompson,  NCC  president 
and  United  Presbyterian  layman. 
"Christians  here  have  the  privilege  of 
speaking  directly  to  their  government  — 
v'a  privilege  denied  in  many  parts  of  the 
world.  U.S.  churches  generally  express 
their  views  publicly  when  our  nation  has 
close  relations  and  treats  governments 
favorably  which  are  really  forms  of 
dictatorship." 

Dr.  Thompson  said  an  expression  by  a 
church  in  this  country  would  not  receive 
any  attention  from  communist  nations. 
Protest  isn’t  useless,  some  say 

Not  all  church  leaders  agree,  however, 
that  church  voices  in  the  U.S.  can  have 
"no  effect"  on  leaders  or  policies  of 
Marxist-controlled  states. 

Dr.  Robert  Huston,  ecumenical  staff 
executive  for  United  Methodism,  told 
TM/UMR  he  believes  they  can  and 
considers  the  "it  won’t  do  any  good” 
argument  cited  by  some  church  leaders  a 
"mind-boggling,"  spurious  and  even 
heretical  argument."  He  said  this 
position  is  as  ridiculous  as  arguing  that 
citizens  shouldn’t  bother  to  criticize  the 
U.S.  government  because  nothing  better 
could  be  expected  of  a  capitalistic 
society. 

Dr.  Huston  joined  recently  in  a 
statement  of  protest  to  the  Soviet  Union 
when  an  interreligious  delegation  of  14 
American  Christian  and  Jewish  leaders 
were  selectively  denied  visas  —  the  third 
such  action  by  the  Soviet  authorities  in 
three  years.  The  protest  called  the  action 
a  violation  of  the  Helsinki  agreement 
signed  by  both  nations. 

And,  he  said,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  adopted  a  statement  on  Soviet 
Jewry  in  1975.  It  calls  upon  United 
Methodist  leaders  “independently  and  in 
cooperation  with  other  Christian  and 
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Dr.  Watkins  elected 
communications  executive 

DAYTON.  Ohio  (UMC)  —  Dr.  Readus 
J.  Watkins.  45,  Newburgh,  N.Y..  district 
superintendent,  has  been  elected  an 
executive  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

The  board  of  managers  of  the  church's 
central  communications  agency,  named 
Dr.  Watkins  to  succeed  Dr.  Howard 
Greenwalt  as  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  UMC’s  Divist^i  of 
Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation.  Dr.  Greenwalt  will  retire 
in  June.  1977. 

The  office  carries  responsibility  for 
promotion  and  interpretation  of  some  $83 
million  in  general  church  funds  including 
Woriu  Service,  Advance,  Missional 
Priorities  Fund.  Mass  Communications 
Fund  and  others. 

Dr.  Watkins  will  come  to  the  post  from 
a  district  of  70  churches  in  the  New  York 
Conference.  For  five  years  prior  to  1973 
he  was  director  of  field  services  for  the 
United  Methodist  City  Society  of  New 
York. 

Charles  Cappleman,  a  CBS  executive, 
was  elected  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  central 
communications  agency  at  its 
organizational  meeting. 


Jewish  leaders  to  press  for  a 
reconciliation  and  renewal  of  freedom 
and  human  dignity  for  Soviet  Jews  and 
others  there  who  are  denied  their  human 
rights.” 

Also  believing  public  expression  can  be 
effective  is  the  Rev.  Virgil  Kraft,  the  first 
American  permitted  to  give  illustrated 
lectures  on  American  life  within  the 
Soviet  Union.  He  has  made  repeated 
visits. 

The  United  Methodist  minister  and 
lecturer  from  Evanston,  Ill.,  said 
"government  leaders  are  ’very  sensitive’ 
to  any  expression  of  opinion  from  the 
West.”  The  increased  number  of  Soviet 
Jews  allowed  to  leave  the  nation  which  is 
starved  for  workers  is  evidence  that 
"things  are  happening  in  the  USSR  .” 

Directing  statements  from  the  outside 
toward  the  leadership  would  be  the  only 
way  to  affect  policies  of  a  state  in  which 
the  church  is  suppressed  and  criticism  is 
not  permitted  through  ordinary  public 
channels  such  as  newspapers.  Mr.  Kraft 
emphasized  the  importance  of  avoiding 
"self-righteousness”  in  any  Christian 
action.  "We  have  problems,  too.  as  a 
nation.  What  we  can  do  is  acknowledge 
our  problems  and  cite  what  we  are  trying 
to  do  to  solve  them  Then  we  can  ask. 
what  are  you  doing  about  your 
problems?” 

The  WCC  and  Helsinki 

New  ground  has  been  broken  in  this 
debate  since  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  at  Nairobi  in 
late  1975.  The  WCC  addressed  alleged 
violations  of  human  rights  in  areas  — 
such  as  the  Soviet  Union  —  not  often 
dealt  with  before.  The  WCC  also  gave  the 
Helsinki  Declaration  its  full  attention. 

The  world’s  churches  are  entering  "a 
new  era  of  social  action  regarding  the 
victims  of  injustice  as  a  result  of 
Nairobi,”  according  to  the  U.S.  executive 
secretary  of  the  WCC.  "The  days  of 
finger  pointing  and  a  willingness  to 
confess  only  the  sins  of  other  systems  are 
coming  to  an  end,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Long.  New  York,  told 
TM/UMR  the  World  Council  wants  “to 
get  out  of  the  business  of  judging  any 

Food  reserve 
urged  by 
lobby  letters 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Bread  for  the 
World,  the  Christian  anti-hunger  lobby, 
has  launched  a  new  letter-writing 
campaign  to  persuade  Congress  to 

legislate  a  national  food  reserve 

program. 

Coming  in  the  wake  of  the 

organization’s  successful  campaign  on 
behalf  of  a  "right  to  food”  resolution  in 
Congress,  the  new  effort  seeks  to 

implement  that  resolution 

The  board  of  directors  of  the 
organization  has  declared  that  "a  world 
food  reserve  is  essential  to  world  food 
security.  All  nations  agreed  upon  it  at  the 
1974  World  Food  Conference.  It  is  now  at 
a  standstill  in  the  absence  of  a  positive 
U  S.  response.  Since  our  country  controls 
half  or  more  of  the  grain  that  is  traded 
internationally,  a  U.S.  response  is 
crucial.  We  must  act  now  and  we  must 
act  boldly.” 

To  dramatize  its  campaign.  Bread  for 
the  World  is  using  the  "offering  of 
letters”  technique  that  proved  successful 
in  the  previous  effort. 

Church  members  are  asked  to  write 
individual  letters  to  President-elect 
Carter  and  their  members  ( or  members- 
elect)  of  Congress  and  place  them  in 
Sunday  collection  plates. 
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Mr.  Cappleman,  director  of  program 
production  services  for  the  CBS 
television  network,  Hollywood.  Calif., 
will  head  the  agency  for  a  four-year 
term. 

Ecumenical  delegation  to  join 
Irish  peace  rally 

NEW  YORK  -  More  than  100 
American  and  Canadian  church 
members  left  for  Ireland  Nov.  28  on  a 
"Journey  of  Reconciliation”  sponsored 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
Pax  Christ i  U.S.  A 

The  delegation  includes 
representatives  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  at  least  10 
Protestant  denominations  including  a 
group  of  United  Methodists.  The  church 
members  will  join  a  mass  rally  for  peace 
December  5  in  Droghada  that  is  expected 
to  draw  tens  of  thousands  from 
throughout  Ireland  and  Northern  Ireland 
as  well  as  from  other  European  nations. 

The  National  Council-Pax  Christi 
delegation  is  attending  the  rally  at  the 
request  of  the  "Peace  People.”  an  Irish 
organization  made  up  primarily  of 
women,  both  Protestants  and  Catholics, 
that  has  been  holding  peace  marches  and 
rallies  in  various  cities  of  the  North  and 
South  since  last  summer.  About  80  of  the 
Americans  and  Canadians  are  women. 


government.”  He  said  basic 
responsibility  for  criticism  of  any 
government  lies  with  the  churches  of  that 
nation,  but  if  that  fails  a  new  mechanism 
within  the  WCC  can  bring  the  influence  of 
the  world's  churches  to  bear. 

The  WCC  will  now  refer  letters, 
appeals  and  complaints  of  violations  to 
the  church  leaders  of  a  specific  country. 
They,  in  turn,  are  held  responsible  for 
answering  these  questions  and  taking  the 
issues  up  with  appropriate  authorities. 

The  new  approach  is  beginning  to  show 
some  positive  results.  Dr.  Long  said  that 
Russian  Orthodox  leaders  have 
cooperated  fully  and  that  already  44 
new  Baptist  churches  have  been 
officially  registered.  Also,  several 
"political  prisoners”  (jailed  for  religious 
infranctions)  have  been  released  in  the 
USSR 

The  second  half  of  the  new  approach  is 
the  development  of  an  Advisory  Group 
with  commissioners  named  by  the 
member  churches  of  the  WCC,  who  will 
monitor  human  rights  and  religious 
liberty  in  their  states.  At  least  annually 
they  will  come  together  "to  help  and  to 
provoke  each  other  to  action  within  the 
fellowship  of  churches.” 

The  Advisory  Group  is  to  investigate 
and  respond  to  violations  on  a  global 
basis  but  with  particular  reference  to  the 
35  nations  which  signed  the  Helsinki 
Declaration  in  1975. 

Dr.  Long  said  the  most  creative  aspect 
of  the  new  group  may  be  the  swapping  of 
strategies  and  methods  for  engaging  in 
the  struggle  for  human  rights. 

Bishop  tells 
of  religious 
upsurge 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  K  Mathews  of 
the  Washington  Area  said  that  an 
upsurge  of  religious  interest  is 
apparently  underway  in  South  Korea. 

"At  certain  stages  of  church  history 
there  is  a  great  turning  to  God  and  this 
seems  to  be  one  of  those  times  in  South 
Korea,"  Bishop  Mathews  told  the  Council 
of  Bishops  meeting  in  Philadelphia. 

Bishop  Mathews,  who  recently  visited 
South  Korea,  called  for  a  "reappraisal" 
of  the  relationship  between  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church  and  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
"an  effort  made  for  a  new  beginning.” 

He  said  there  has  been  tension  between 
the  two  groups  in  the  last  few  years  and 
expressed  hope  for  increased 
cooperation.  He  said  he  hoped  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  will  help  Korean 
Methodists  in  their  new  development 
programs 

Bishop  Mathews  represented  the 
Council  of  Bishops  at  an  Assembly  for 
Evangelism  in  Seoul  in  October, 
attended  by  6,000  people  representing 
two- thirds  of  the  Korean  congregations. 

Following  the  assembly,  he  worked 
with  Korean  leaders  in  development  of  a 
follow-up  program  to  reach  the  goal  of 
5,000  churches  and  1  million  members  by 
1985.  the  centennial  of  Methodism  in 
Korea . 

Bishop  Mathews  described  South 
Korea  as  a  "managed  society, 
determined  to  suppress  any  group  which 
is  seen  as  a  threat  to  the  present  regime 
.  It  is  not,  however,  totalitarian  like  its 
sister-nation  to  the  north  " 

While  in  Seoul,  the  bishop  visited 
Prime  Minister  Choi  Kyu  Ha.  “I 
expressed  my  dismay  at  the  suppression 
of  human  rights  and  pleaded  for 
clemency  for  these  prisoners  of 
conscience,”  he  said. 
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WESTERN  GRAND  CIRCLE 

March  4-22 

This  19  day  all-surface  tour  is  a  great  way  to  see 
our  sunny  Southwest  in  springtime.  Among  the  high 
points  are  the  spectacular  Grand  Canyon,  the  sun 
country  of  Phoenix  and  Tucson,  Los  Angeles,  and 
the  scenic  3-day  drive  up  the  California  coast  to 
San  Francisco. 


SURFACE  ALASKA 

July  3-21 

;  American  anc 
this  18  day  rail-ship-motorcoach  adventure  be¬ 
fore  sailing  on  the  PRINCESS  PATRICIA  (Canadian 
registry)  through  the  fabled  Inside  Passage.  You 
will  see  Indian  totem  poles,  awe-inspiring  glaciers, 
and  enjoy  resort  hotels. 


HAWAII 

July  10-24 


The  Islands  of  Paradise  are  beautiful  in  the  sum¬ 
mer.  We  fly  from  East  and  Midwest  to  California 
and  on  to  Waikiki  Beach  in  Honolulu.  Other  visits 
include  the  Neighbor  Isles  of  Hawaii,  Maui,  and 
Kauai.  Flower  leis,  a  leisurely  cruise,  and  Samoan 
fire  dancers  included! 


INSIDE  ALASKA 

July  16-31 

Flyfng  from  the  East  and  Chicago  to  the  Northwest, 
we  sail  from  Vancouver.  Canada,  for  a  pleasant 
4-day  trip  to  Alaska:  included  are  a  narrow-gauge 
railroad  ride  and  a  steamboat  cruise,  panning  for 
gold  and  an  Eskimo  blanket  toss,  Anchorage  and 
Mt.  McKinley  National  Park. 


These  tours  are  all  escorted  and  the  price  ell-lncluslve.  with  3  meals  a  day.  deluxe  and  tirst 
class  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities  Enjoy  the  advantages  ot  group  travel / 


= 

r,  _ State _ Zip  Code -  d 

^  (please  print)  JJM127^j 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 

Name _ 


0  Address  . 
(  City  . 


Please  send  the 
following  free  folders.- 

□  Western  Grand  Circle 

□  Surface  Alaska 

□  Hawaii 

□  Inside  Alaska 
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TM/UMR :  A  newspaper  with  240  different  editions 


DECEMBER:* *.  l»7fi 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Whoever  heard  of  a 
newspaper  which  has  240  different  front 
pages,  33  different  back  pages,  inside 
pages  which  are  usually  the  same  but  not 
always  —  and  is  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds  at  a  time  when  many  church 
publications  are  folding  up? 

Our  readers  have,  of  course.  Into  their 
homes  each  week  —  currently  375,000  of 
them  —  comes  that  strange  hybrid  called 
“The  Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter”  (TM/UMR). 

Yet  even  our  readers  sometimes 
wonder  about  a  newspaper  which  seems 
to  be  so  many  different  things  to  different 
people.  If  you’re  a  member  of  New 
McKendree  UMC,  Jackson,  Mo.,  for 
example,  even  the  name  of  the  paper 
may  throw  you:  you’re  more  likely  to 
know  vour  weekly  church  newspaper  as 
“The  Saddlebag.” 

And  when  people  talk,  as  they 
occasionally  do,  about  “the  Missouri 
United  Methodist  in  Dallas”  —  and 
they’re  talking  about  the  same 
newspaper  called  “The  Saddlebag”  at 
your  church  —  that  adds  to  your 
confusion. 

Readers  ask: 


Join  the  crowd.  Hardly  a  week  goes  by 
without  readers  asking.  “How  in  the 
world  does  that  newspaper  work?”  How 
can  TM/UMR  be  a  local  church 
newspaper,  an  annual  conference 
newspaper,  a  national  newspaper  -  and 
be  published  in  Dallas.  Texas? 

It  can  be  and  it  is.  What’s  more,  the 
multi-identity  of  this  large  and  growing 
newspaper  has  been  a  major  key  to  its 
success,  many  feel.  If  the  front  page  of  a 
newspaper  sets  its  identity  —  and  it  does 
in  the  minds  of  most  readers  —  then 
“we’ve  consciously  sought  to  establish 
many  identities,  a  different  one  for  every 
local  church  and  annual  conference  we 
serve.”  says  editor-general  manager 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

At  the  same  time,  the  common  identity 
that  TM/UMR  believes  all  United 
Methodists  share  focuses  each  week  in 
national  or  “inside”  pages  of  church 
news  which  every  edition  carries. 

A  hybrid  newspaper  indeed  —  but 
obviously  one  that  works.  Since  1965, 
when  “The  Texas  Methodist”  published 
five  annual  conference  editions  with  a 
circulation  of  30,000,  TM/UMR  has 
grown  by  1976  to  nearly  250  weekly 
conference  and  local  church  editions. 


This  year  alone  it  has  added  six  more 
conferences  to  its  official  family,  42  local 
churches  and  additional  circulation  of 
nearly  50,000. 

But  still  the  questions  come:  who 
really  owns  and  controls  the  newspaper? 
Who  actually  “puts  out"  the  various 
editions?  Why  is  the  paper  called 
TM/UMR  -  what  has  Texas  got  to  do  with 
it? 

And  most  of  all,  “How  do  you  put  all 
those  editions  of  a  newspaper  together 
each  week?” 

Who  owns  TM/UMR? 

Legally  the  company  is  owned  by  the 
annual  conferences  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  which  developed  the  newspaper 
in  its  present  form  to  fill  their  own  com¬ 
munications  needs  in  the  1960’s. 
Functionally  it  is  governed  by  a  board  of 
directors  which  includes  representatives 
from  each  of  the  33  annual  conferences  it 
serves. 

Editorially  it  is  free  from  control  by 
any  individual  or  special  interest  group, 
its  editors  will  tell  you  firmly. 

Each  annual  conference  and  local 
church  has  complete  control  over  its  own 
page.  And  in  the  three  inside  pages, 
effort  is  made  to  give  a  “balanced. 


6 How  do  you  put  it  all  together? 


Ask  any  of  TM/UMR’s  100  employees 
how  they  turn  out  250  separate  editions  of 
a  newspaper  each  week  and  they’re 
likely  to  say  “Miraculously.” 

Sorting  it  out,  running  it  through  the 
machinery  and  pulling  it  all  together  for 
printing  and  mailing  is  all  in  a  day’s 
work  for  any  newspaper.  But  when  250 
editors  across  the  country  are  a  part  of 
the  process  as  they  are  with  TM/UMR, 
phone  wires  hum  and  the  U.S.  mail  gets 
its  share  of  use  —  and  abuse,  when  it 
doesn’t  come  through. 

We  do  it,  in  short,  by  keeping  a 
constant  flow  of  annual  conference 
editions,  local  church  editions  and 
national  edition  (the  inside  pages  only, 
with  no  local  or  conference  pages) 
moving  through  TM/UMR  Productions 
in  a  round-the-clock  schedule. 

Even  the  circulation  department 


works  on  a  short  deadline.  All  circulation 
changes  that  are  sent  in  with  local 
church  copy  are  fed  into  our  Honeywell 
computer  at  the  same  time  so  that 
mailing  lists  are  constantly  up  to  date. 

Here’s  how  a  week  looks  for  TM/UMR 
staffpersons  and  the  editors  they  serve 
across  the  denomination: 

Monday  and  Tuesday:  Thirty  annual 
conference  editors  are  called  for  last 
minute  corrections  and  updates  on  their 
pages  in  the  last  step  of  preparation 
before  going  to  press  later  in  the 
morning.  At  the  same  time,  late  breaking 
stories  for  the  national  inside  pages  are 
slotted  in. 

The  most  distant  annual  conferences 
and  local  church  editions  and  the 
national  edition  are  printed  and  mailed 
on  Monday  afternoon  to  insure  delivery 
by  Friday. 

In  the  editorial  offices  of  the  national 


Conference,  local  editions 
don’t  have  to  ‘fit  a  mold’ 


“May  We  Help  You?”  is  more  than  a 
title  on  a  brochure  TM/UMR  provides  for 
'  local  churches  to  help  them  produce  and 
finance  their  newspaper  editions. 

It  is  top  priority  for  every  TM/UMR 
edition.  “We  see  our  role  as  helping 
churches  and  conference  do  what  they 
want  to  do,  instead  of  trying  to  make 
them  fit  a  mold  we’ve  standardized,” 
explains  Kay  Fielder,  assistant  editor  for 
local  editions. 

“What  they  want  to  do”  has  become 
increasingly  broadranging. 

This  year,  for  instance : 

•  A  number  of  churches  used  special 
pages  and  inserts  to  publicize  their 
finance  campaigns.  Even  small 
churches  discovered  that  using  their 
newspaper  to  tell  the  story  is  more 
economical  and  more  effective  than 
sending  out  a  number  of  special 
mailings  to  their  members. 

•  More  districts  than  ever  before  began 
printing  a  special  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 


•  The  United  Methodist  Women  in 
Missouri  W’est  annual  conference  are 
publishing  a  quarterly  four-page  tab 
insert  for  subscribers  in  that 
conference. 

•  The  Holston  Conference  brought  out  a 
four-page  insert  about  its 
missionaries  and  missions  programs 
—  ordered  6,000  extra  copies  for 
future  use. 

•  TM/UMR  Productions  printed  and 
distributed  journals  totalling  3,326 
pages  for  eight  annual  conferences 
this  past  summer. 

•  The  Metropolitan  Board  of  Missions  of 
Fort  Worth  had  TM/UMR  prepare  a 
four-page  special  for  its  own  use  — 
and  other  material  printed  for  use  as 
inserts  by  any  local  church  which 
desired  to  do  so. 

•  The  Western  Pennsylvania 
conference  promoted  Golden  Cross 
Sunday  with  a  special  two-page 
insert.  And  the  Louisiana  conference 
prepared  a  special  page  featuring  its 
Methodist  Children's  Home. 


professional  presentation  of  general 
United  Methodist  and  ecumenical  news, 
analysis  and  opinion,”  Mr.  Dunnam 
says.  No  subject  of  religious  significance 
is  considered  off-limits. 

The  editorial  page  is  an  ongoing  forum 
consisting  of  staff-written  editorials  and 
much  feedback  from  readers.  Freedom 
of  expression  is  affirmed,  he  says,  by 
the  paper’s  two-fold  commitment:  to  be 
Christian  in  editorial  viewpoints  and  to 
be  fair  to  those  Christians  who  hold 
different  viewpoints. 

Apparently  readers  find  they  can  live 
with  those  criteria.  TM/UMR’s  local 
edition  service  is  used  by  congregations 
which  are  both  white  and  black,  large 
and  small,  urban  and  rural,  liberal  and 
conservative  theologically. 

Letters  to  the  editor  continue  to  pour  in 
—  sometimes  as  many  as  ten  for  every 
letter  that  space  limitations  permit  the 
paper  to  print.  “We  make  every  effort, 
however,  to  see  that  all  views  are 
represented,"  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 


And  when  TM/UMR  runs  a  “Question 
Box”  survey  on  controversial  issues, 
several  thousand  readers  usually 
respond. 

Why  TM/UMR? 

“The  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter"  is  quite  a  mouthful, 
as  our  receptionist  will  tell  you  each  time 
she  answers  the  telephone. 

But  the  dual  identity  is  descriptive  of  a 
publication  which  is  many  things  to 
many  people. 

If.  again,  you’re  a  member  of  New 
McKendree  UMC  in  Jackson,  Mo.,  it 
wouldn’t  make  much  sense  to  receive 
“The  Texas  Methodist.”  That’s  why,  as 
more  and  more  conferences  outside 
Texas  began  to  tie  in,  the  newspaper 
became  in  1972  “The  United  Methodist 
Reporter”  for  those  local  churches  and 
conferences  outside  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  but  remained  “The  Texas 
Methodist"  for  those  which  have  both 
geographic  and  historic  ties  to  the 
original  name.  Thus  “TM/UMR” 


identifies  the  same  inside  page  articles  to 
the  reader  both  in  Texas  and  in  Missouri, 
or  elsewhere. 

What’s  ahead  for  TM/UMR? 

For  many  of  its  readers,  “The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter” 
is  more  than  the  hybrid  name  of  a  hybrid 
newspaper.  It  is  a  name  which  has  come 
to  denote  flexibility,  aggressiveness, 
service,  thoroughness,  fairness  and 
reader  involvement  among  church 
papers. 

TM/UMR  as  it  now  exists  is  not  the 
result  of  any  master  plan.  Instead 
TM/UMR  has  evolved  step  by  step  as 
annual  conferences  and  local  churches 
decided  that  TM/UMR  is  the  print 
medium  best  able  to  serve  their  needs. 

What  does  the  future  hold?  “We  still 
don't  have  a  blueprint,”  Mr.  Dunnam 
says.  ‘We  11  just  try  to  remain  open, 
flexible  and  consistent  with  the  basic 
principles  which  have  brought  us  where 
we  are,  and  let  the  future  take  care  of 
itself.” 


edition,  staff  members  are  beginning  to 
map  out  next  week’s  inside  pages. 

Meanwhile,  local  edition  staffpersons 
are  working  around  the  clock  to  complete 
production  and  printing  of  all  local 
church  and  district  editions  by 
Wednesday  noon. 

Wednesday:  Conference  editors 
around  the  country  are  hard  at  work 
selecting,  editing,  writing  and  rewriting 
the  material  which  will  appear  on  their 
pages  next  week.  Copy  and  photographs 
goby  mail  to  Dallas. 

All  local  church  editions  are  on  their 
way,  after  a  36-hour  mass  production, 
circulation  and  mail-out  effort. 

Thursday  and  Friday:  Inside  page 
editorials  and  news  are  prepared,  set  in 
type  and  “pasted  up,”  except  for  late- 
breaking  stories. 

Work  begins  again  for  the  production 
department.  Copy  begins  arriving  from 
conference  editors  and  is  prepared  by 
assistant  editor  for  conference  editions 
Debbie  Christian  and  her  staff.  All 
conference  editions  are  typeset,  proofed, 
pasted  up  and  checked  by  Friday.  As  a 
special  service  for  conference  editions,  a 
full-page-size  photocopy  proof  is  mailed 
over  the  weekend  to  each  editor. 

At  the  same  time,  Kay  Fielder, 
assistant  editor  for  local  church  editions, 
and  her  staff,  are  already  launching  next 
week’s  production  schedule,  marking  up 
copy  which  has  come  in  from  distant 
churches.  With  an  ever-increasing 
volume  of  “early  mailers,”  (editions 
which  need  to  be  mailed  early  in  order  to 
reach  local  church  readers  by  Friday) 
there  are  no  longer  any  “slow  days”  in 
production. 

Saturday  and  Sunday:  Even  weekends 
are  work  days  for  a  skeleton  crew  of  local 
editions  staffpersons.  They  will  have 
made  65  local  church  editions  ready 
when  the  press  gets  around  to  them  late 
Monday. 

Marching  to  different  drums,  there’s 
rarely  a  time  when  the  entire  staff  can 
get  together.  But  there’s  one  thing  for 
sure,  most  staffpersons  will  tell  you: 
there’s  never  a  time  when  the 
atmosphere  is  humdrum  at  TM/UMR. 


All  in  a  day’s 
work  at 
TM/UMR 

Production  of  conference  and  local 
church  editions  of  TM/UMR  involves  a 
long  series  of  steps  toward  a  finished 
product.  Four  of  the  major  steps  are 
depicted  here.  At  left.  Bob  Wasinger, 
production  assistant,  takes  late  stories 
by  telephone  for  an  edition.  At  right, 
Lavern  Phillips,  a  typesetter,  sets  the 
"copy”  into  type  on  one  of  TM/UMR’s 
various  typesetting  machines.  At  lower 
left,  Debbie  Christian,  v (standing) 
assistant  editor  for  conference  editions, 
goes  over  some  final  paste-up  changes 
with  Jan  Boyce,  a  paste-up  artist.  At 
lower  right,  Steven  Thrash,  a  press 
worker,  helps  prepare  the  press  to  print 
an  edition. 


TM/UMR  conference 9  local  editions 


Executive  staff 


This  listing  shows  the  annual  conference  editions 
and  local  church  editions  of  TM-UMR.  with  cir¬ 


culation  figures  of  each  edition. 

UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
CONFERENCES: 

Baltimore  10,57* 

California  Nevada  9,235 

Central  New  York  4.800 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  8,325 

Florida  12.988 

Holston  7.122 

Indian  Missions  1,347 

Kansas  East  6,183 

Kentucky  4,635 

Louisiana  8,720 

Louisville  6,113 

Minnesota  5,696 

Missouri  East  6,053 

Missouri  West  8,025 

New  Mexico  4,579 

Northern  Illinois  6,925 

Northern  New  York  2,912 

Pacific  and  Southwest  6,254 

Peninsula  4,133 

Rocky  Mountain  7,632 

T  ennessee  5,099 

Western  New  York  4,901 

Western  Pennsylvania  15,027 

United  Methodist  Reporter  (national  edition)  3,604 
TEXAS  METHODIST  CONFERENCES: 

Central  Texas  5,975 

North  Texas  5,244 

Northwest  Texas  4.208 

Rio  Grande  1.086 

Southwest  Texas  5,430 

Texas  19-683 

LOCAL  EDITIONS 
With  the  Baltimore  Conference 
Parkside,  Baltimore.  Md.  658 

Calvary,  Martinsburg.  W  Va.  537 

Faith,  Rockville.  Md  820 

With  the  California-Nevada  Conference 
Community,  Millbrae,  Calif  468 

First,  Pacific  Grove,  Calif.  455 

First,  Palo  Alto,  Calif  1,280 

Willow  Glen,  San  Jose,  Calif.  530 

First,  Santa  Rosa,  Calif  513 

With  the  Florida  Conference 
Anthony,  Anthony,  Fla.  314 

First,  Bartow,  Fla.  271 

First,  Bradenton,  Fla.  1,038 

Trinity.  Bradenton.  Fla  853 

First,  Clearwater,  Fla.  1,457 

Skycrest.  Clearwater,  Fla  801 

First,  Coral  Gables.  Fla  1,571 

Leon  Wakulla  Parish,  Crawfordville.  Fla.  352 

First,  Dunedin.  Fla.  1,151 

First,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla.  1,665 

Anona,  Largo.  Fla.  701 

Trinity,  Lighthouse  Pt.,  Fla.  630 

Asbury,  Maitland,  Fla.  636 

First.  Miami,  Fla.  1,006 

First,  Naples,  Fla.  612 

Trinity,  Palm  Beach  Gdns.,  Fla.  592 

First,  Perry.  Fla  319 

Rockledge.  Rockledge.  Fla.  227 

Forest  Hills,  Tampa.  Fla.  420 


Wesley  Memorial,  Tampa,  Fla.  686 

First,  Vero  Beach,  Fla.  703 

First,  Williston,  Fla.  217 

With  the  Holston  Conference 
Gray,  Jonesboro,  Tenn  244 

First  Broadstreet,  Kingsport,  Tenn.  1,790 

With  the  Kentucky  Conference 
Centenary,  Lexington,  Ky.  931 

With  the  Louisiana  Conference 
University,  Lake  Charles,  La.  820 

First,  Lafayette,  La.  690 

Asbury,  Lafayette,  La.  766 

First,  Lake  Charles.  La  827 

First,  Alexandria,  La.  860 

First,  Hammond,  La.  320 

Trinity,  Ruston,  La.  576 

With  the  Minnesota  Conference 
Fridley,  Fridley,  Minnesota  520 

With  the  Missouri  East  Conference 
New  McKendree.  Jackson,  Mo  833 

First,  Jefferson  City,  Mo  1,011 

Kirkwood.  St.  Louis,  Mo.  1,049 

Manchester,  Manchester,  Mo  1,153 

With  the  Missouri  West  Conference 
Christ.  Independence.  Mo.  558 

UMC,  Lee's  Summit,  Mo.  827 

Trinity,  Mountain  Grove,  Mo.  346 

With  the  New  Mexico  Conference 
First,  Albuquerque,  N.  M  1,262 

Trinity,  El  Paso,  Tex  ’52 

First,  Carlsbad,  N.  M.  602 

F I  rsf ,  Odessa ,  Tex.  846 

First,  Pecos.  Tex 

First,  Portales.  N  M  440 

With  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference 

Cross  Roads,  Phoenix,  Anz. 

First,  Compton,  Calif  302 

Wayside.  Lomita,  Calif  253 

Wilshire,  Los  Angeles.  Calif.  1,084 

Trinity.  Pomona,  Calif. 

Long  Beach  Dist  936 

With  the  Peninsula  Conference 
Wesley,  Dover,  Del.  925 

Aldersgate,  Wilmington,  Del.  1,276 

With  the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference 
Broomfield,  Col.  396 

First.  Colorado  Springs,  Col  976 

Christ.  Ft.  Collins,  Col  229 

With  the  Tennessee  Conference 
Belmont,  Nashville,  Tenn  1.767 

Clark  Memorial.  Nashville,  Tenn.  319 

Calvary,  Nashville,  Tenn.  736 

UMC,  Old  Hickory,  Tenn.  543 

West  End,  Nashville,  Tenn  1.353 

With  the  Western  New  York  Conference 
Ontario.  Buffalo,  N.  Y  238 

With  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 
Christ.  Bethel  Park.  Penn.  1.302 

Old  Stone,  Meadvilie,  Penn.  840 

With  the  Central  Texas  Conference 
First,  Arlington.  Tex.  1,932 

Arlington  Heights.  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  746 

Central,  Ft  Worth,  Tex.  566 

First,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  2.797 

Meadowbrook,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex  918 

North  Ft.  Worth  Parish  698 

Polytechnic,  Ft.  Worth.  Tex.  822 


Riverside,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

St  Andrews.  Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

Wedgwood.  Ft.  Worth.  Tex. 

Western  Hills,  Ft  Worth,  Tex. 

First,  Grapevine,  Tex 

With  the  North  Texas  Conference 

Casa  Linda,  Dallas 

Chapel  Hill.  Dallas 

Cochran  Chapel,  Dallas 

Cockrell  Hill,  Dallas 

First,  Dallas 

Glen  Oaks,  Dallas 

Lake  Highlands.  Dallas 

Lakewood,  Dallas 

Lovers  Ln  .  Dallas 

Monger  Place,  Dallas 

Oak  Cliff,  Dallas 

Oak  Lawn,  Dallas 

Pleasant  Mound,  Dallas 

Preston  Hollow,  Dallas 

St.  Luke's,  Dallas 

St  Paul's,  Dallas 

SchreiberMem  ,  Dallas 

Tyler  St.,  Dallas 

University  Park,  Dallas 

Walnut  Hill,  Dallas 

Elmwood.  Dallas 

White  Rock,  Dallas 

First,  Carrollton,  Tex. 

WaplesMem.,  Denison,  Tex. 

First,  Duncanville,  Tex. 

God's  Kingdom.  Ferris.  Tex 
First.  Grand  Prairie,  Tex 
Kavanaugh,  Greenville.  Tex 
Wesley.  Greenville,  Tex 
First,  Irving,  Tex. 

Plymouth  Park,  Irving,  Tex 
St  Mark's.  Mesquite,  Tex 
First,  Richardson,  Tex. 

First,  Sherman,  Tex, 

University,  Wichita  Falls.  Tex. 


St.  Matthews,  San  Antonio 

Travis  Park.  San  Antonio 

Trinity,  San  Antonio 

Woodlawn,  San  Antonio 

First,  San  Marcos 

First,  Seguin 

First,  Weslaco 

With  the  Texas  Conference 

First.  Alvin 

Cypress,  Cypress 

Bering  Mem.,  Houston 

Chapelwood.  Houston 

Collins,  Houston 

First,  Houston 

Grace.  Houston 

Mllby  Memorial,  Houston 

Park  Place,  Houston 

Reid  Memorial,  Houston 

Riverside,  Houston 

St.  John's,  Houston 

St.  Luke's.  Houston 

St.  Paul's,  Houston 

St.  Mark's,  Houston 

Westminster,  Houston 

Wesley.  Longview 

First,  Pasadena 

First,  Tex.  City 

Non  Conference  Local  Editions 

Asbury,  Wichita.  Kans. 

First,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Woodlawn,  Derby,  Kans. 

St  Paul.  Boise  City,  Okla. 

St.  Paul.  Muskogee,  Okla 
McFarlln  Mem.,  Norman,  Okla. 
Capitol  Hill,  Okla  City.  Okla. 


Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
Editor-General  Manager  Administrator 


General  Manager 


Printing  Manager 


Sharon  R.  Mielke  Bud  Herron 

Senior  Staff  Writer  Associate  Editor 

Chapel  Hill,  Okla.  City,  Okla. 

First,  Okla.  City.  Okla. 

Grace,  Okla.  City,  Okla. 

Nichols  Hills,  Okla.  City,  Okla. 

Penn.  Ave  .  Okla.  City,  Okla. 

Wesley,  Okla.  City,  Okla. 

Asbury,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Boston  Ave.,  Tulsa,  Okla 
Epworth,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

First,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

New  Haven,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Trinity,  Tulsa,  Okla 
Will  Rogers,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Creston  Dist.,  Iowa 
First,  Missoula,  Mont, 

Gobin  Memorial,  Greencastle,  Ind. 

Grace,  Decatur,  III. 

Grace,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
First,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Epworth  Euclid,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
Trinity  Columbus,  Ohio 
Trinity,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Highland  Heights,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Rebecca  Memorial,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

TOTAL  CIRCULATION  3 


1,179 

2,995 


With  the  Northwest  Texas  Conference 

First,  Canadian,  Tex. 

First,  Colorado  City,  Tex 
St.  Paul’s.  Abilene,  Tex. 

Polk  St.,  Amarillo,  Tex. 

St.  Paul's,  Amarillo,  Tex. 

St.  Stephen,  Amarillo,  Tex 
San  Jacinto,  Amarillo,  Tex 
Means  Mem  ,  Andrews,  Tex. 

First,  Big  Spring,  Tex 
Wesley.  Big  Spring,  Tex 
First,  Hereford,  Tex. 

First.  Lubbock.  Tex. 

Forrest  Heights,  Lubbock,  Tex. 

St.  John's,  Lubbock,  Tex 
St.  Luke's,  Lubbock,  Tex 
First,  Midland,  Tex. 

St  Luke's,  Midland,  Tex. 

First,  Pampa,  Tex 

With  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference 

First,  Austin 

St.  John's,  Austin 

University,  Austin 

First,  Brownsville 

First.  Corpus  Chrisfi 

St.  John's,  Corpus  Christi 

Wesley.  Har.ingen 

First,  Harlingen 

First,  McAllen 

First,  San  Angelo 

First,  Kingsville 

Laurel  Heights,  San  Antonio 

Chapel  Hill,  San  Antonio 
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Bishop’s  Message 


TU"0E1 

DEC 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  Advent  season,  a  time  which  Merrill  R.  Abbey 
describes  with  these  words:  “It  is  no  mere  anticipation  of  the  festival  of 
Christmas.  Rather  it  is  a  penitent,  obedient  waiting  for  the  God  who  acts.”  We 
are  told  in  the  first  two  verses  of  the  fortieth  chapter  of  Isaiah  that  we  can 
depend  upon  God's  acting  in  at  least  two  ways. 

First,  there  is  the  act  of  comfort.  It  is  expressed  in  those  beautiful  words, 
“Comfort,  comfort,  my  people,  says  our  God.”  The  men  and  women  who  first 
heard  these  words  were  captives  in  the  land  of  Babylon,  away  from  the  land 
they  loved,  and  suffering  under  a  hard  taskmaster.  When  they  heard  these 
words,  as  tears  streamed  down  their  faces,  they  said,  “This  is  for  me.”  When 
the  early  Christians  centuries  later  made  a  beachhead  in  the  Roman  Empire, 
they  seized  hold  on  these  words  and  said,  “This  is  for  me/’  Now  as  we  enter  the 
Advent  season  and  hear  Handel’s  oratorio  “The  Messiah.”  when  the  tenor 
soloist  reaches  the  high  and  tender  notes  of  his  solo  that  speaks  these  words,  we 
find  ourselves  saying  in  our  hearts,  “This  is  for  me.”  The  great  God  Who 
created  us  in  the  beginning  assures  us  as  we  stand  in  the  warfare  of  our  lives 
that  we  can  count  on  Him  to  be  with  us  through  His  comfort. 

Secondly,  there  is  the  act  of  forgiveness.  He  says,  “Speak  tenderly  to 
Jerusalem  .  .  .  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned.”  As  we  look  out  upon  our  world  we 
see  evil  all  about  us,  and  we  all  know  in  our  own  hearts  that  we  are  involved  in 
that  evil.  We  know  that  it  invades  our  lives  both  from  without  and  from  within. 

We  search  and  pray  for  some  way  to  lift  this  burden  from  our  lives. 

When  we  stand  on  the  seashore  watching  the  rolling  tide  of  the  sea.  we  are 
reminded  of  the  power  of  our  God;  when  we  stand  before  a  great  mountain 
range  that  speaks  of  centuries,  we  are  reminded  of  God’s  greatness;  but  it  is 
when  we  open  our  hearts  to  the  Scriptures  that  we  experience  His  acting  in  the 
forgiveness  of  our  sins. 

Today  as  we  stand  in  this  Advent  season,  let  us  open  our  lives  to  the  acts  of 
God  as  He  speaks  to  us  across  the  centuries,  “Comfort,  comfort  my  people,  says 
our  God.  Speak  tenderly  to  Jerusalem  and  cry  to  her  that  her  iniquity  is 
pardoned.”  We  all  need  to  experience  the  two  great  acts  of  God  in  our  lives  this 
Advent. 

Sincerely. 

J  Kenneth  Shamblin 


TAKE N  ©U 
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Sketches  by  Mrs.  Ann  Malone 


is  located  at  815  Washington  Avenue 
in  New  Orleans.  The  facility  functions  as  a 
receiving  home  to  provide  temporary  care 
for  abandonded.  abused,  needy,  and  ne¬ 
glected  children. 

There  will  always  be  little  hands  and  hearts 
reaching  out  for  love.  The  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  just  that  - 
trying  to  supply  the  care  and  concern  to 
the  abused,  abandoned  and  needy  child 
between  the  years  of  2  and  14  —  to  heal 
the  burns,  cuts  and  whip  burns,  as  well  as 
the  broken  spirits  and  hearts.  To  heat  the 
little  physical  bodies  is  relatively  easy.  To 
heal  the  mind  and  spirits  of  these  children 
is  much  more  difficult  and  takes  longer 
Tender  loving  care  goes  a  long  way  toward 
accomplishing  miracles,  however,  intensive 
therapy  is  often  necessary. 


THE  ABANDONED  CHILD 

The  abandoned  child  is  that  child  who 
has  been  deserted  by  parents  who  have 
made  no  provision  for  the  child's  care. 


Thankful  most  for 
things  unseen ” 


mm 


When  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  preached  at  Bossier  City's  First  Church  on 
November  21,  his  message  was  in  keeping  with  the  Thanksgiving  season,  "Thankful 
Most  for  Things  Unseen."  He  and  Mrs.  Shamblin  were  enthusiastically  welcomed  by 
the  congregation.  The  accompanying  picture  shows  some  of  the  participants  in  the 
day’s  services.  They  are  (from  left):  Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent:  Bishop  Shamblin:  Kirby  Wilson,  church  Lay  Leader:  Glenn  R 
Bridges,  Administrative  Board  Chairman;  and  Dr.  George  Pearce,  Pastor. 

Alg  iers  church  observes  homecoming 

After  more  than  100  years  Algiers 
Church  celebrated  its  first  Homecoming 
on  November  21.  and  it  was  a  great  day 
in  the  life  of  this  grand  old  church  which 
was  begun  in  1840. 

The  Church  was  fully  organized  in  1844 
and  has  a  great  and  colorful  history  in 
the  New  Orleans  area.  Just  prior  to 
Thanksgiving  friends  and  members  paid 
their  personal  tribute  with  special 
services.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  Norris, 

New  Orleans  District  Superintendent 
was  the  speaker,  and  Carey  Martin, 

Pastor,  reports  a  large  turn  out  for  the 
event.  Mrs.  Fay  Clements,  President  of 
the  local  UMW  was  chairman  of  the 
event.  Others  who  helped  in  planning 
were  Jerry  Stude,  Chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Education;  and  Mrs. 

Adelaide  Lohrke,  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board. 


THE  NEEDY  CHILD 

The  needy  child  is  one  whose  parents 
have  died  leaving  no  one  to  care  for  him. 
The  needy  child  is  one  whose  parents  are 
"ill,  separated  or  financially  unable  to  care 
for  the  child. 


THE  ABUSED  CHILD 

The  abused  child  is  that  child  who  has 
physical  evidence  of  being  battered  and 
abused  by  his  parents  or  those  responsible 
for  his  care. 


V  _ 

Mrs.  Sallie  Williams,  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  Algiers  Church,  is  shown 
cutting  the  Homecoming  cake. 


THE  NEGLECTED  CHILD 

The  neglected  child  is  tltat  child 
whose  parents  neglect  him  to  the  extent 
that  his  health  and  social  and  mental 
development  is  obviously  impaired. 


A-V  subscriptions  available 


New  members  of  A-V  are  now  being 
ccepted  for  1977,  according  to  an 
nnouncement  from  the  Conference 
louncil  on  Ministries  Office.  Ms.  Bobbie 
Vashington  of  the  A-V  library  notes: 
Join  A-V  now  and  avoid  getting  small 
•ills  throughout  the  year.”  If  you  are 
Iready  a  member,  now  is  the  time  to 
enew  your  subscription. 


One  subscription  allows  everyone  in 
your  church  to  use  any  available  item 
throughout  the  year  without  any 
additional  cost.  This  is  the  schedule  of 
payment: 

Church  membership  Annual  fee 

Up  to  199  $5.00 

200  to  499  $10.00 

500  to  999  $15.00 

Over  1,000  $20.00 


Superintendent 
Rev.  William  F.  Mayo 
P.  O.  Box  15109 
New  Orleans,  La.  7017 5 


Sunday,  December  1 9 


in  a  ministry  of 
temporary  care 
and  concern  for 
abandoned,  abused, 
needy,  and  neglected ] 
children. 


St.  James  Church 
celebrates  100 

A  century  has  passed  since  St.  James 
Church  in  Springfield  opened  its  doors  in 
1876,  and  a  carved  stone  marked  with 
that  year  stands  at  the  entrance  to  the 
church. 

Under  the  pastorship  of  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Miles,  the  church  has  recently  completed 
extensive  renovations,  with  new 
panelling,  carpeting  and  central  air  and 
heat.  A  recreation  room  and  kitchen 
have  been  added. 

To  mark  the  beginning  of  the  second 
100  years,  and  to  honor  the  past  century, 
a  centennial  program  was  held  at  the 
church  on  November  21.  Although  the 
original  building  suffered  a  fire  in  1939, 
there  has  always  been  a  continuing  and 
active  congregation.  The  history  was 
vividly  recalled  by  Mrs.  Ernestine 
Richardson.  District  Superintendent 
William  Fraser,  of  Hammond,  took  part 
in  the  program,  and  Mrs  Fraser 
responded  to  a  welcome  extended  on  the 
church’s  behalf  by  Mrs.  George,  a 
member. 

Also  participating  in  the  ceremonies 
were  the  Reverends  Jesse  Bean.  Bray 
Sibley,  Cleve  Chandler,  and  Ruth  Holley. 
Music  was  furnished  by  the  Choir,  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Cynthia  George. 


Lake  Arthur  pastor 
organizes  youth  group 

m 


Children  placed  in  the  Home  come  from  all  educational, 
economic  and  social  levels  All  races,  faiths  and 
denominations  are  represented.  To  care  for  these  children 
a  large  and  qualified  staff  is  needed.  The  ratio  of  staff  to 
children  is  very  high,  because  of  the  need  for 
individualized  attention. 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Mayo  is  Superintendent,  and  the 
staff  consists  of  36  child  care  workers.  There  are  also 
auxiliary  staff  such  as  cooks,  housekeepers,  and 
maintenance  personnel.  Volunteers  also  give  many  hours 
of  loving  care. 

Food,  shelter,  medical  needs  are  all  provided.  Through 
agreement  with  a  Pediatrics  Group,  children  receive 
medical  attention  paid  for  by  the  state.  Educational  needs 
are  met  in  the  neighborhood  school  for  those  of  school  age, 
and  child  care  workers  escort  them  to  and  from  school 
Kindergarten  and  nursery  age  are  cared  for  in  special 
programs  within  the  Home. 

The  need  continues  to  be  great.  Help  is  always  needed. 
Will  you,  at  this  Christmas  Season,  give  to  the  Home 
Hospital?  It  is  a  gift  of  love  —  for  a  child! 


Broadmoor  youth  share  blessings  The  Methodist  Home  Hospital 

needs  your  h'elp 


Junior  High  Youth  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  sorted  canned  Joods  that 
had  been  collected,  and  arranged  the  food  in  decorated  "baskets  for  delivery  to 
needy  families  at  Thanksgiving.  Senior  High  Youth  are  in  charge  of  delivering  the 
baskets.  This  is  an  annual  project  of  the  Broadmoor  youth.  The  Rev.  Marie  Williams 
is  Minister  of  Youth. 


Since  the  first  child  was  admitted  to  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
on  July  16,  1973,  over  770  children  have  been  cared  for.  The  average  stay  is  about 
four  and  one  half  months,  and  in  a  great  many  cases  they  return  home,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  caseworker  and  the  courts.  In  other  instances,  some  are  sent 
to  a  permanent  Foster  Home  or  to  a  Group  Facility.  Some  are  sent  to  a  treatment 
center  for  intensive  or  special  care. 

Support  of  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  comes  from  the  local  churches  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  basis  of  4%  of  the  pastor’s  salary  as  a 
minimum.  All  churches  are  asked  to  supplement  support  with  a  special  offering  on 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  Sunday,  which  this  year  is  December  19.  Throughout  the 
Conference,  during  this  Christmas  Season,  all  United  Methodists  are  given  this 
opportunity  to  respond  to  the  call  for  “help”  through  their  giving. 

The  second  source  of  support  comes  from  the  Division  of  Foster  Care  Services  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  for  any  child  which  they  place  in  the  Home.  Memorials,  honor 
gifts  and  special  gifts  from  a  host  of  friends  across  the  State  comprise  a  third  source 
of  income.  It  is  impossible  to  carry  on  the  ministry  of  the  Home  without  the 
continuing  support  of  all  of  these  sources 


United  Methodist  Student 
Loan  Fund  suspends 
loans  for  rest  of  year 

The  Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships 
of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  has  announced  suspension  of 
loans  and  scholarships  for  the  rest  of  the 
year,  because  of  unprecedented  demand 
from  students,  coupled  with 
decreasing  support  for  Student  Day 
offerings  the  second  Sunday  in  June. 

The  Louisiana  Conference,  in  1975, 
received  nine  times  more  money  in  loans 
to  Louisiana  students  than  was 
contributed  to  the  fund  by  Louisiana 
churches.  Loans  and  scholarships  totaled 
$20,800,  but  contributions  were  just  under 
$3,000.  Ms.  Esther  Edwards,  Assistant 
General  Secretary,  indicated  that  future 
loans  to  students  from  a  conference 
would  be  in  proportion  to  support  for  the 
Student  Day  offering  from  that 
conference. 

The  Loan  and  Scholarship  is  one  of  our 
oldest  benevolent  causes.  Through  many 
years,  it  has  provided  relatively 
inexpensive  loans  to  students  who  repay 
them  after  graduation.  Without  more 
support  from  the  churches,  this  service 
will  continue  to  be  curtailed,  and 
curtailment  will  be  substantial  in  the 
case  of  conferences  which  provide  only 
minimal  support. 


When  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent  Byrl  J  Moreland  met 
with  members  of  Lake  Arthur  Church  for 
their  recent  conference,  he  heard  many 
good  reports,  but  one  of  the  most 
significant  concerned  youth. 

The  Rev.  Alton  M.  Brown,  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Lake  Arthur,  drew  the 
attention  of  an  enthusiastic  group  of 
young  people  in  the  community  of 
several  denominations,  in  addition  to 
United  Methodist.  The  consequence  was 
the  organization  of  an  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Youth  Group  that  meets 
one  evening  every  week  in  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall  where  they  enjoy  worship, 
supper  and  recreation.  This  has 
proved  to  be  a  meaningful  experience  in 
the  life  of  the  church  and  the  community. 
The  accompanying  picture  is  of  District 
Superintendent  Moreland  and  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Brown. 


Are  your  Christmas 
pictures  ready? 

Are  you  taking  pictures  of  your 
Christmas  activities?  Have  you 
decorated  a  Chrismon  tree?  What 
kind  of  Advent  wreaths  do  you  have? 
Are  you  holding  special  programs, 
events,  etc.  with  good  pictures  to 
show  what  you  are  doing? 

If  so  —  won’t  you  send  them  to  this 
newspaper  right  away  so  that  we 
can  use  them  before  the  Christmas 
season  is  over?  Your  articles  are 
welcome,  also,  but  we  particularly 
would  like  to  have  photographs  of 
this  Blessed  Season  of  the  birth  of 
Christ. 
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Ed  itoria  Is 

Pardon  of  draft  evaders  would  be 
important  step  to  healing  wounds 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


DECEMBER  10.  1076 


Here  I  Stand 

Advent 9  Christmas  meanings  have  been  lost 


President-elect  Carter’s  recently 
announced  decision  to  implement  his 
campaign  pledge  to  pardon  persons  who 
evaded  the  draft  during  the  Vietnam  war 
during  his  first  week  in  office  should  be 
welcomed  by  Christians. 

The  scars  of  our  nation’s  tragic 
involvement  in  Vietnam  still  linger,  and 
will  for  years  to  come.  For  those  who 
refused  to  serve  —  many  on  the  basis  of 
conscience  —  that  involvement  remains 
an  open  wound.  A  Presidential  pardon, 
even  at  this  late  date,  should  serve  as  an 
effective  healing  agent  for  our  nation  as 
it  continues  to  deal  with  the  aftermath  of 
our  Vietnam  involvement. 

Even  with  this  action,  however,  an 


open  wound  from  our  Vietnam 
involvement  will  linger  for  one  group  of 
Americans:  families  of  persons  still 
listed  as  “missing  in  action.”  While  most 
of  our  missing  servicemen  are  presumed 
dead,  continued  uncertainty  haunts  the 
lives  of  their  loved  ones  and  makes  it 
impossible  for  them  to  know  how  to 
reorient  their  lives. 

We  urge  our  new  President  to  seek  to 
develop  a  new  climate  of 
communications  with  the  current  leaders 
of  Vietnam  so  that  a  complete  accounting 
of  our  missing  soldiers  may  be  received, 
and  yet  another  lingering  wound  of  the 
war  may  be  healed. 


TV  violence  needs  to  be  opposed 


United  Methodism’s  national  agency 
for  communications  recently  voted  to 
buy  stock  in  the  three  major  television 
networks  (ABC,  CBS  and  NBC)  in  order 
to  provide  a  better  forum  from  which  to 
express  church  opposition  to  excessive 
violence  in  programming  ( see  TM/UMR, 
Dec.  3).  The  idea  is  that  by  being  a 
stockholder  the  church  can  gain  voice 
within  the  industry  with  which  to  oppose 
televised  violence. 

We  congratulate  United  Methodist 
Communications  for  this  innovative 
approach  to  dealing  with  a  problem  most 
of  us  are  well  aware  of  but  often  feel 
helpless  to  approach.  The  constant  diet  of 
violence  which  comes  from  our  television 


sets  is  a  problem  with  which  all 
Christians  should  be  concerned. 

We  urge  individual  United  Methodists 
who  own  stock  in  these  TV  corporations 
to  make  commitments  similar  to  those 
made  by  the  communications  agency. 
Likewise,  we  urge  United  Methodists 
who  own  stock  in  companies  which 
sponsor  excessively  violent  programs  to 
make  their  voices  heard  in  those 
corporations. 

We  believe  such  a  concerted  action  by 
United  Methodists  in  the  business 
community  can  have  a  positive  impact 
toward  correcting  the  abusive  effects  of 
televised  violence  on  our  society. 


Some  churches  steal  by  machine 


Your  church  may  be  an  unwitting  thief. 
You  may  be  stealing  if: 

•  Your  choir  uses  anthems  which  have 
been  photocopied,  rather  than  buying 
a  copy  for  each  singer; 

•  Your  congregation  uses  song  sheets 
which  have  been  photocopied  or 
mimeographed  without  permission  ; 

•  Copyrighted  poems,  stories,  or 
articles  are  reproduced  without 
permission  of  the  publisher; 

•  Lectures  are  taped  without  the 
lecturer’s  knowledge  or  permission. 

The  wide  availability  of  copying 
machines  has  meant  increased  violations 
of  copyright  laws.  Churches  appear  to  be 
among  those  guilty  of  this  law  breaking. 

The  fact  that  the  copying  is  done  for  a 
“good  cause”  does  not  make  it  any  more 
acceptable.  The  composers,  authors, 
artists  and  publishers  who  offer  their 
work  for  sale  depend  on  the  profits  from 
that  work  to  make  a  living. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Copyright  violations  have  gotten  so 
flagrant  that  one  publisher,  F.E.L. 
Publications,  is  offering  a  bounty  for 
every  pirated  copy  of  their  music  turned 
in.  They  have  also  sued  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  over  the  alleged 
copyright  infringement  of  local 
congregations  in  copying  their  music. 

Churches  that  would  never  consider 
not  paying  a  carpenter,  a  paper  supplier, 
or  the  telephone  company  may  have 
forgotten  that  the  creative  efforts  of  a 
composer,  writer,  or  artist  are  equally 
worthy  of  compensation. 

Like  every  gift  of  technology, 
photocopiers  can  be  used  for  benefit  or 
harm.  Each  church  must  use  its  machine 
with  responsibility,  remembering  the 
important  contribution  creators  make  to 
their  congregation’s  life. 

—Carolyn  Oehler 
Northern  Illinois  Conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR 


By  GEORGE  D.  McCLAIN 

In  an  exciting  new  volume,  “The 
Gospel  in  Solentiname”  (Orbis  Books, 
1976),  edited  by  priest-poet  Ernesto 
Cardenal,  poor  Nicaraguan  campesinos 
record  their  responses  to  Scripture 
passages,  many  of  them  Advent  and 
Christmas  readings.  The  discussions 
among  these  peasants  and  fishing  folk  at 
their  lay  Christian  community  in  remote 
Solentiname  confront  us  with  a  different 
kind  of  exegesis  than  we  have  generally 
been  taught  in  our  seminaries  and 
churches. 

Take  for  example  the  rejection  at  the 
inn  (Luke  2:7),  when  Joseph  and  Mary, 
now  in  labor,  are  refused  shelter  and 
must  give  birth  in  a  dirty  stable.  For 
Walter  Russell  Bowie,  in  his  exposition  of 
this  passage  in  “The  Interpreter’s 
Bible,”  these  harsh  realities  become 
romantic  details  which  give  cause  for 
“strange  and  wistful  wonder.”  In  the 
story  he  sees,  above  all,  “an  eternal  pa¬ 
rable  of  the  human  soul”— the  repeated 
rejection  of  the  Christ  Child  from  the 
dwelling  place  of  the  heart  and  soul. 

In  contrast,  the  Nicaraguan 
campesinos  recognize  in  the  same  story 
the  ever-present  reality  of  poverty  and 
oppression  and  discern  in  Jesus’  humble 
origins  the  profound  solidarity  of  God 
with  the  poor.  One  of  the  young  people 
puts  it  this  way:  “Jesus  was  rejected  in 
Bethlehem  because  he  was  poor,  and  he 
goes  on  being  rejected  in  the  world  for 
that  same  reason.  Because  when  you 
come  down  to  it,  the  poor  person  is 
always  rejected.  In  our  system,  that  is.” 

Or  to  take  another  passage  —  Herod’s 
slaughter  of  innocent  babies  (Matt.  2:16- 
18)  —  the  important  issue  in  George 
Buttrick’s  commentary  in  “The 
Interpreter’s  Bible”  is  the  question  of 
evil  —  “the  problem  of  pain  in  all  its 
stark  and  terrible  maximum.”  But  for 
those  in  Solentiname  the  issue  is  the 
reality  of  repression,  a  reality  present  in 


their  own  lives  in  the  ruthlessness  of  the 
modern  Herod,  President  Somoza,  in  the 
enormously  high  infant  mortality  rate, 
and  in  the  killings  of  union  leaders  by  the 
national  guard. 

The  people  of  Solentiname  certainly 
believe  what  the  angel  announced  to 
Joseph,  that  Jesus  came  to  save  us  from 
sin,  but  sin  is  for  them  not  just  personal 
failing,  but  also  social  injustice.  As  one 
person  said,  “.  .  .  to  free  from  sins  means 
to  free  people  from  selfishness,  to  make 
people  love  each  other.  And  if  people  love 
each  other,  there  is  no  more  oppression. 
And  so  Christ  came  to  give  us  political 
freedom  too.” 

We  are  confronted  here  with  a  kind  of 
biblical  interpretation  quite  different 
from  what  we  affluent  North  Americans 
are  accustomed  to.  It  is  more  concrete, 
more  immediate,  more  threatening  (at 
least  to  those  of  us  who  share  in  North 
American  affluence),  and  more 
demanding  (of  those  of  us  like  myself, 
whose  congressman  is  a  personal  friend 
and  supporter  of  dictator  Somoza) . 

Twin  heresies  exposed 

Against  the  backdrop  of  the 
Nicaraguans’  biblical  understanding,  the 
twin  heresies  of  affluent  American 
Christianity  stand  exposed.  The  first  is 
the  tendency  to  take  the  material  aspects 
of  the  gospel  having  to  do  with  food, 
money,  political  repression,  social 
conflict,  etc.  and  to  spiritualize  them  — 
to  make  them  refer  just  to  our  inner 
world.  The  other  is  the  tendency  to 
individualize  the  gospel  message,  to 
ignore  the  social-economic-political  di¬ 
mensions  and  to  reduce  it  to  matters  of 
personal  faith,  personal  ethics,  and 
psychological  well-being. 

Because  the  Advent-Christmas  season 
is  the  most  overtly  social-political  time  of 
the  church  year,  these  heresies  of 
spiritualization  and  individualism  are 
especially  apparent  at  this  time.  No 


clearer  example  of  these  could  be  found 
than  in  the  Abingdon  devotional  booklet 
which  all  United  Methodist  clergy  have 
been  urged  to  promote:  “Advent  A 
Calendar  of  Devotions  —  1976”  by  Jo 
Carr.  In  not  one  of  the  twenty-eight 
devotional  readings  is  there  a  single 
reference  to  the  poor  or  the  oppressed  of 
today,  nor  to  social  justice,  nor  to  any 
social  issue.  Note  her  modern  day 
equivalent  to  the  holy  family  fleeing 
Herod  as  political  refugees:  “There  are 
hard  assignments,  long  hours, 
discouraging  obstacles.  But  then  God 
never  promised  us  a  rose  garden”  (p. 
43).  The  real  oppressor  for  her,  and  for 
affluent  Christianity,  is  fear;  thus,  Jesus’ 
ministry  “to  set  men  free”  is 
accomplished  in  deliverance  from  guilt 
and  fear.  “We  can  relax!  We  can  go  in 
peace!”  (p.  48).  Advent  means  the 
coming  of  Christ,  but  only  into  our  hearts 
—  not  into  our  health  care  crisis,  our 
urban  crisis,  our  economic  crises!  If  we 
nourish  (actually  starve)  our  United 
Methodist  people  on  such  heretical  ma¬ 
terial  as  this,  small  wonder  they  resent 
activist  preachers  or  church  agencies 
which  take  sides  in  social  struggles. 

The  Advent  “Sermon  starters”  in  the 
first  issue  of  “The  Circuit  Rider,”  the 
spanking-new  magazine  for  U.M.  clergy, 
do  better,  suggesting  God’s  judgment 
will  come  upon  “the  world’s  biggest 
arms  dealers"  and  nations  that 
“support  dictatorial  regimes,  that 
arrange  economic  empires  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few  and  ignore  the  plight  of 
the  many.”  Yet  most  of  these  sermon 
suggestions  are  very  vague  about 
whether  the  application  of  a  passage  is 
material  or  spiritual,  social  or  personal. 
My  suspicions  are  aroused  when  the 
call  for  December  25  is  “to  speak  out 
bravely  about  God’s  action  in  Christ  and 
in  us”  —  but  with  no  mention  of  God’s 


LIKE  CHRIST,  I 
FEEL  STRONG 
COMPASSION  FOR 
THE  mLT IT0&6S 


action  in  the  movements  of  the  poor  and 
oppressed. 

Segments  of  our  church  are 
challenging  these  heresies  of 
spiritualization  and  individualization.  A 
very  encouraging  sign  can  be  found  in 
the  new  Advent-Christmas  Bible  study 
guide,  “The  Light  Shines  in  Darkness”, 
by  Donald  G.  Shockley,  prepared  for 
adult  use  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
The  material  and  social  dimensions  of 
the  gospel  are  fully  present  in  this 
excellent  resource,  which  will  be  as 
valuable  for  sermon  preparation  as  for 
study  groups.  For  instance,  Shockley 
states  that  “By  sending  his  Son  into  the 
world,  God  has  chosen  to  take  his  place 
alongside  the  poor  and  oppressed, 
and  concludes  with  black  theologian, 
James  Cone,  that  “Christ’s  presence  in 
the  world  must  be  sought  in  the  liberation 
struggles  going  on  around  the  world.  .  .” 
In  this  connection  he  describes  Mary  as  a 
model  for  the  liberation  of  women  in  our 
own  time.  I  heartily  recommend  this  stu¬ 
dy  guide  to  all  preachers  and  teachers. 

Perhaps  this  heralds  a  recovery  of  the 
authentically  biblical  insight  that  Advent 
and  Christmas  are  as  concerned  with  our 
material  as  with  our  interior  existence, 
with  our  social-political  as  well  as  with 
our  personal  life.  If  so,  then  Advent  and 
Christmas  will  experience  a  liberation 
from  the  heretical  interpretations  that 
have  so  buried  their  full  meaning.  And 
together  with  the  people  of  Solentiname 
we  shall  be  able  to  proclaim  in  word  and 
deed  that  the  Advent  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  advent  of  our  common  liberation 
from  all  principalities  and  powers  —  both 
material  and  spiritual. 

This  week's  contributor  to  “Here  I 
Stand."  the  Rev.  George  D.  McClain,  is 
executive  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  Staten 
Island.  New  York. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Bruce  Galloway:  colleague, 
^  friend,  and  fellow  Christian 


Mr.  Dunnam 

The  annual  board  of  directors  meeting 
for  our  newspaper  is  always  an  exciting 
and  exhausting  experience. 

Representatives  from  annual  confer¬ 
ences  served  by  TM/UMR  converge  on 
our  offices  in  Dallas  from  across  the 
nation.  Policies  are  reviewed.  Perfor¬ 
mance  is  evaluated.  Budgets  are 
approved.  Plans  for  the  future  are  made. 
The  mixture  of  input  from  directors  and 
staff  helps  to  undergird  the  newspaper’s 
ministry  and  to  envision  its  potential  for 
ministry. 

Toward  the  close  of  this  year’s 


Statement  of  bishops  on  death  penalty  ‘irresponsible’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  printing  the  bishop’s 
statement  regarding  the  death  penalty 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  26).  Certainly,  the 
bishops  have  a  right  to  express 
themselves  on  this  matter. 

However,  as  president  of  the  National 
Character  Laboratory,  and  chairman  of 
the  El  Paso  Citizens  Committee  for 
Prevention  of  Crime,  I  feel  an  obligation 
to  rebut  their  stand. 

Very  briefly,  I  would  say  there  are  two 
prime  arguments  in  favor  of  the  death 
penalty.  The  first  is  a  matter  of  simple 
justice.  For  some  crimes  there  is  no 
“just”  punishment  other  than  the  death 
penalty.  After  all,  if  the  citizens  do  not 
believe  they  are  obtaining  justice  under 
their  criminal  justice  system,  how  can 
we  expect  them  to  support  it?  Without 
citizen  support,  our  attempts  to  control 
crime  will  be  unfruitful. 

The  other  rather  obvious  aspect  is  that 
the  death  penalty  is  a  deterrent.  It  is  true 
that  in  certain  crimes  of  passion  that  the 
death  penalty  is  of  limited  value  as  a 


ia*jn:<ia;i 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Administrator;  Ken 
Thornton,  Comptroller,  Don  Arnold, 
Circulation  Mgr.;  Conference  Edi¬ 
tions:  Debbie  Christian,  Assistant 
Editor,  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  Clyde 
Chesnutt  and  Bud  Herron,  Associate 
Editors;  Sharon  Mielke,  Senior  Staff 
Writer;  T.  Otto  Nall,  Contributing 
Editor;  Production:  Bill  Sybert, 
General  lvianager,  TM/UMR  Pro¬ 
ductions;  Nick  Madaloni,  Actmg 
Composition  Manager. 

The  United  Methodic t  Reporter  milntelrm  an 
Independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  prorldlnf 
Its  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  inftrmaUcn 
and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Pub  11s her,  but  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
Reporter’s  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  In  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

The  Reporter  Is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Conferences  of  Texas  and  b  published  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communication*  Council  as  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  The  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  maintains  no  official  relationship 
to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to 
any  of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publica¬ 
tion  for  30  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
which  publish  special  regional  editions. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas,  Texas  75221 
Phone:  [214]  748-6491 

Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes 

Individual  subscrlpUons:  $6.00  per  year  Ur 
National  edition;  rates  for  Annual  Conference 
editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  National  edition,  available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  postage  paid  In  Dallas,  Texas. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  form  3570  to  P.O. 
Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  73221. _ 


deterrent.  However,  for  the  more 
heinous  crimes,  such  as  the  shooting  of  a 
law  officer  in  cold  blood  when  he  is 
simply  carrying  out  a  routine  duty  such 
as  making  an  arrest  for  a  traffic 
violation,  we  must  have  the  death 
penalty  and  swift  justice,  if  we  are  to 
reduce  the  terrible  losses  our  police 
officers  are  suffering.  What  our  bishops 
are  saying  is  that  they  don’t  care  how 
many  police  officers  get  killed,  so  long  as 
they  can  pose  as  kind-hearted 
humanitarians.  This  is  a  most 
irresponsible  attitude  on  the  part  of 
church  leaders,  and  is  symptomatic  of 
the  basic  illness  affecting  our  churches  in 
general. 

When  the  church  makes  a  fool  of  itself, 
the  public  loses  respect  for  it.  Losing  our 
churches  would  be  bad,  but  downgrading 
religion  because  of  the  irresponsible 
behavior  of  church  leaders  is  serious. 

We  must  have  religion,  whether  we 
have  churches  or  not.  No  self-respecting 
citizen  wants  to  be  associated  with  an 
organization  with  such  incompetent 
leadership.  The  fact  that  many  self- 
respecting  citizens  continue  to  support 
the  church  is  a  miracle  in  itself.  How 
much  longer  will  it  continue? 

A.  J.  Stuart  Jr. 

El  Paso,  Texas 

Christ  u'ouldn 't  kill 

To  the  Editor : 

Yes,  surely,  “Christians  should  say 
‘no’  to  death  penalty.”  The  meaning  of 
Jesus,  the  Christ,  dying  on  the  cross  has 
everything  to  do  with  the  way  we,  as  His 
followers,  should  deal  with  evil  doers. 

How  did  Jesus  deal  with  those  who 
killed  Him?  To  Him  it  was  not  a  matter  of 
a  deterrent  or  the  protection  of  the 
innocent.  Christ  Jesus  chose  not  to  go 
man’s  way  of  threats  or  punishment  and 
even  death  in  dealing  with  evil  doers,  but 
God’s  way  of  love.  God’s  way  meant 
forgiveness  and  the  concern  for  well¬ 
being  of  the  evil  doer  even  to  the  extent  of 
choosing  to  be  killed  rather  than  to  kill. 
To  man  this  way  is  foolishness . 

The  Christian  faith  is  the  belief  that 
God’s  way  that  Christ  Jesus  took  on 
Calvary  is  the  way  to  deal  with  evil 

c^oers  Stewart  Crawford 

Kennedy,  New  York 

Esperanto  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  article, 
“Esperanto  is  way  to  break  down 
barriers"  (TM/UMR,  Nov.  26).  I  would 
like  to  get  an  Esperanto  textbook  for 
myself. 

I  believe  with  Mr.  Tanquist  that 
Esperanto  is  a  way  for  better 
understanding  among  the  people  of  the 
world,  and  would  like  to  invite  some 
members  of  my  church  to  begin  a  school 
of  Esperanto  language.  I  think  that  this 
second  language  will  be  a  blessing  for 
international  communication. 

JuanS.  Soto 
Laredo.  Texas 


Issue  self-serving ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Referring  to  the  November  26  issue,  it 
was  interesting  to  note  two  excellent 
examples  of  self-serving  “Christianity” 
and  two  of  true  Christianity.  The  item 
“Distribution  methods  must  be  re¬ 
evaluated”  tells  how  women  from  family 
farms  decry  the  fact  that  food  goes  to 
those  who  can  pay  for  it  rather  than  to 
those  who  need  it,  implying  that 
“someone”  should  see  that  such  an 
injustice  is  corrected.  I  think  they  might 
ask  themselves  how  much  of  their  own 
farms’  output  they  would  like  to  supply  to 
those  who  need  it  but  cannot  pay. 

Also,  the  article,  “Women’s  resources 
doing  the  job?  asks  ‘Good  News,”  says 
many  local  groups  are  disheartened  at 
the  lack  of  progress  in  women’s  issues. 
When  we  remember  the  three  priorities 
set  by  the  General  Conference,  there 
seems  to  be  no  place  for  this  continuing 
diversion  of  scarce  resources  toward  the 
self-aggrandisement  of  more  than  half 
the  church  membership. 

Now,  to  the  items-  reflecting  truly 
Christian  concern  —  the  article  “Bishops 
call  for  clemency”  is  on  the  mark.  What 
is  more  sacred  than  life  itself?  I  wish 
they  had  also  called  for  clemency  to  the 
unborn.  Also,  “Conference  votes  $5 
million  to  bolster  troubled  retirement 
homes"  clearly  shows  that  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference  has  its  priorities 
in  order  by  sacrificing  staff  personnel  to 
help  the  aged.  George  F.  Platts 

Ormond  Beach,  Florida 

6 Chairperson  ’  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoy  reading  TM/UMR  and 
particularly  like  the  fact  that  divergent 
views  are  expressed  in  your  columns; 
and  I  exercise  my  prerogative  to 
disagree  with  some. 

I’m  wondering  how  many  of  your 
readers  in  the  ranks  of  United 
Methodism  feel  as  I  do  about  the  use  of 
the  designation  “chairperson.”  I  find  it 
extremely  distasteful  and  agree  with 
both  the  dictionary  and  Roberts  Rules  of 
Order  that  chairman  is  proper  and 
adequate.  Catherine  E.  Thomas 

Blue  Island,  Illinois 

Accepting  Christ  is 
most  important  decision 

To  the  Editor: 

As  stated  in  your  editorial  of 
November  19,  we  have  indeed  “grown 
lax  in  calling  people  to  decide  about 
Jesus.”  I  believe  the  most  important 
decision  we  ever  make  is  to  accept  Jesus 
Christ  as  our  personal  Lord  and  Savior 
and  then  to  commit  ourselves  to  follow 
Him  and  His  teachings  in  our  daily  lives. 

There  are  those  of  us  who  see  each  day 
come  to  a  close  knowing  we  believe  in 
God  but  yet  doubting  our  place  in  His 
kingdom,  and  His  promise  of  a  home  in 
heaven  When  I  finally  understood  His 


“plan  of  salvation”  and  truly  accepted 
Jesus  and  asked  Him  into  my  life,  then 
the  doubts  disappeared.  Surely  there  are 
others  who  find  themselves  in  a  similar 
situation,  and  I  believe  the  church  has  a 
definite  responsibility  to  preach  and 
teach  God’s  plan  and  challenge  us  to  a 
response  of  acceptance. 

The  recent  trend  to  omit  even  the 
invitation  to  church  membership  during 
a  worship  service  is  very  disturbing  to 
me.  I  firmly  support  your  belief  that 
every  sermon  should  end  with  an 
invitation  to  accept  Christ,  to  renew 
previous  commitments  and  to  rededicate 
one’s  life.  We  must  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  meet  our  needs  in  these 
areas  and,  thus,  receive  the  added 
blessings  He  has  for  us  when  we  respond 
to  His  calling. 

Jesus  came  that  we  might  have  not  just 
life,  but  abundant  life.  It  is  ours  —  if  only 
we  will  accept  Him. 

Dale  Ann  Bacon 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 

Sermons  aren't  all 

there  is  to  church 

To  the  Editor: 

Most  of  us  are  aware  of  the  many 
religious  speakers  on  television  these 
days,  whether  daily,  weekly,  or  during  a 
“crusade.”  The  fact  remains  that  most 
of  these  “media  ministers”  are  excellent 
preachers  with  a  sincere  and  uplifting 
message. 

When  we  contact  an  inactive  (non¬ 
attending)  member,  quite  often  we  hear, 
“I  listen  to  (for  example)  Robert 
Schuller  every  Sunday  and  never  want  to 
miss  him;  this  is  my  church.” 

We  should  accept  the  first  part  of  this 
statement  (you  can’t  beat  it)  but  we 
should  explain  that  church  is  much  more 
than  a  Sunday  sermon  (wherever  we 
hear  it)  —  or  at  least  it  should  be! 

We  should  redouble  our  efforts  to 
insure  that  our  churches  are  people 
relating  to  people.  This  should  involve, 
for  the  laity;  the  use  of  .a  “zone  contact 
plan”  where  neighborhood  members 
keep  in  touch  with  each  other.  It  should 
involve  accurate  membership  records 
with  phone  numbers  available  to  all.  It 
should  involve,  for  the  minister, 
extensive  house  calling  and  personal 
counseling. 

These  activities  are  time-consuming 
and  just  plain  work.  But  this  is  probably 
the  most  effective  type  of  Christian 
evangelism  —  “scouters”  call  it  “eyeball 
to  eyeball  contact”. 

There  are  no  other  “easy”  alterna¬ 
tives.  So  let’s  get  on  with  it. 

Kenneth  Charles 
Monroeville.  Pennyslvania 

Hunger  article 

teas  excellent 

To  the  Editor: 

The  letter  in  the  Nov.  5th  issue  under 
the  heading  “An  untapped  source  for 
dealing  with  hunger”  is  excellent. 


I  have  read  the  book  “Progress  and 
Poverty”  and  I  agree  with  Mr.  Eichert 
that  this  book  by  Henry  George  should  be 
in  every  Methodist  seminary  and  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  should  endorse 
legislation  toward  adopting  his  solution 
to  the  problem  of  poverty. 

After  I  read  “Progress  and  Poverty” 
my  faith  in  God  increased  tremendously. 
It  shows  that  God  has  given  man  the 
power  to  overcome  hunger.  God  has 
given  his  children  a  good  earth  and  there 
is  no  reason  that  any  of  them  should  ever 
go  to  bed  hungry. 

As  Mr.  Eichert  stated  Henry  George 
discovered  the  cause  of  poverty  and  then 
went  on  to  give  the  remedy.  It  is  the  only 
answer  to  communism  and  if  the  free 
countries  of  the  world  ignore  his 
teaching,  communism  will  surely  take 
over. 

Wayne  S.  Berry 
Spring  Hill,  Florida 


meeting,  an  unexpected  event  was  added 
to  our  agenda  last  Friday.  The  Rev. 
Bruce  Galloway— Program  Council  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  and  one  of  that  conference’s 
representatives  to  TM/UMR’s  board- 
suffered  a  heart  attack. 

During  the  forty  minutes  which 
followed,  our  attention  shifted  from 
newspaper  content  to  life-saving  meth¬ 
ods.  Several  persons  immediately 
worked  to  provide  heart  massage  and 
mouth-to-mouth  resuscitation.  Emergen¬ 
cy  ambulance  squad  0  703  arrived  within 
five  minutes  of  the  seizure.  For  more 
than  a  half-hour,  they  used  every 
available  tool  and  technique  in  an  effort 
to  save  Bruce’s  life. 

As  the  ambulance  took  Bruce  from  our 
office  to  the  hospital,  members  of 
TM/UMR’s  governing  board  regrouped 
as  a  community  of  faith.  Prayers  were 
offered  for  Bruce,  for  those  who  were 
attending  him,  and  for  his  wife  and  child¬ 
ren.  Our  sense  of  helplessness  and  frus¬ 
tration  was  expressed.  Our  confidence  in 
the  all-encompassing  love  of  God  was 
affirmed. 

In  a  short  time,  we  received  word  that 
Bruce  was  pronounced  dead  on  arrival  at 
the  hospital.  His  funeral  service  was  held 
Monday  of  this  week  at  the  Laurel 
Heights  UMC  in  San  Antonio. 

Bruce  Galloway  was  a  huge  man  with  a 
deep  voice  which  commanded  attention. 
Despite  a  history  of  heart  trouble,  Bruce 
drove  himself  to  fulfill  the  demands  of  his 
job  thoroughly  and  effectively.  When  his 
life  on  earth  ended,  Bruce  was  in  the 
company  of  persons  who  were  friends, 
colleagues,  and  fellow  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


You're  looking  at  a  black  page 
in  our  history. 

We  need  more  of  them. 

And  the  way  to  get  them  is  by  giving  black  youth  the 
chance  to  develop  their  inner  strengths. 

That’s  the  aim  of  the  12  black  colleges  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

And  it  requires  millions  of  dollars  every  year. 

But  a  solid  education  is  still  the  best  way  to  mine  the 
precious  gold  in  a  young  mind. 

It’s  our  place  to  provide  the  right  environment.  Even  if 
what  we  can  give  amounts  to  only  one  brick  in  a  building. 
That  brick  will  serve  as  a  stepping  stone  for  a  student’s 
higher  education.  • 

For  more  Information  on  how  you  can  help,  please  contact 
b  pastor,  administrative  board  of  your  church,  or  write 


M  The  Black  College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 


George  Washington  Carver 
teaching  a  class  at 
Tuskegeo  Institute 
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March  for  Irish  peace 

LONDON  —  A  procession  of  an  estimated  15,000  persons  approaches  Trafalgar 
Square  here  for  a  mass  rally  urging  an  end  to  violence  in  Northern  Ireland.  The  aim 
of  the  march  was  to  cement  international  support  for  the  peace  movement  in  Ulster 
and,  for  many  of  the  marchers,  to  show  the  British  that  numerous  Roman  Catholics 
and  Protestants  abhorred  the  terrorism  in  Northern  Ireland. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Treasurer  predicts 


UMC  to  break  all 


giving  records  in  76 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  1976  giving  by  United 
Methodists  will  break  all  previous 
records,  the  church’s  chief  fiscal  officer 
projected  here  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  last  week. 

General  Treasurer  Ewing  T.  Wayland 
said  that  total  receipts  are  expected  to  go 
over  $60  million  when  the  books  are 
closed  this  year.  The  last  record  was  set 
in  1975  when  total  receipts  were  just  over 
$58  million.  The  treasurer  said  receipts 
for  almost  all  general  funds  are  running 
well  ahead  of  1975. 

However,  even  with  the  increases  “we 
are  barely  keeping  pace  with  inflation.” 

The  church’s  basic  program  and 
benevolence  budget  —  the  World  Service 
Fund  —  is  projected  to  reach  94  percent 
of  its  $23.5  million  goal.  That  percentage 
is  a  record  high  for  the  last  four  years. 

Money  will  also  flow  toward  annual 
conferences  and  three  other  recipient 
categories  as  a  result  ot  the  first 
distribution  of  funds  resulting  from  the 
sale  of  eight  acres  of  land  in  northwest 
Washington,  D.C.  The  land  was 
originally  purchased  for  the  now 
abandoned  dream  of  building  a  national 
church  headquarters.  The  first  $500,000 
from  the  sale  of  land  to  American 
University  has  been  received;  it  is 
expected  the  sale  will  net  $5.3  million 
over  the  next  15  years. 

Annual  conferences  that  made  special 
contributions  to  the  project,  as  well  as 
two  general  church  funds  will  have  their 
money  returned  with  interest.  The 
balance  will  fund  scholarships  for  United 
Methodist  students  and  support  the 
development  of  the  new  ecumenical 
Center  for  Theology  and  Public  Policy  in 
the  nation’s  capitol  city. 

In  a  special  address  to  GCFA  members 
the  Rev.  Norman  DeWire,  head  of  the 
denomination’s  chief  program 


coordinating  agency  —  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  — 
discussed  the  role  of  the  church’s  four 
councils:  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
Judiciary  Council,  the  GCOM  and  GCFA. 

“Ours  is  not  a  ministry  of  bureaucracy 
but  of  being  faithful  to  the  call  of  Christ 
so  that  local  disciples  can  be  more 
effective  and  faithful,”  Mr.  DeWire  said. 
He  said  the  church’s  councils  are  places 
of  “general  leadership,”  oversight  and 
support  in  contrast  to  the  program 
agencies  which  have  diverse  and  specific 
assignments. 

The  fiscal  and  program  coordinating 
councils  have  a  “twin-full”  nature.  Mr. 
DeWire  said,  with  an  intended  separation 
of  administrative  responsibilities 
although  some  of  the  distinctions  are 
“fuzzy.” 

The  Council  on  Ministries  concept  was 
born  in  1972  with  the  expectation  that  it 
would  give  greater  control  of  program  to 
program  people.  Mr.  DeWire  said  the 
fiscal  council’s  support  services  should 
"in  no  way  influence  program.”  The  five 
categories  of  support  services  provided 
by  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  are  (1)  a  central 
treasury,  (2)  property  management,  (3) 
investment  management,  (4)  field 
services,  (5)  statistics  and  records. 

The  GCFA  adopted  four  objectives  for 
its  operations  in  the  new  quadrennium: 

•  to  better  express  fiscal 
accountability  of  the  general  church  to 
UM  members.; 

•  to  promote  the  fiscal  well-being  of  the 
church  through  cooperation  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  General  Council 
on  Ministries ; 

•  develop  a  common  chart  of  accounts 
for  all  general  church  agencies  in  order 
that  periodic  reports  may  be  published; 

•  write  policy  to  govern  banking, 
payroll,  purchasing,  accounting  and 
budget  control  functions  in  all  church 
agencies. 


California  UMC  officials 
sued  by  loan  broker 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  $1.2  million  law 
suit  was  filed  here  Nov.  17  against  United 
Methodism’s  Southern  Califomia- 
Arizona  Annual  Conference,  a  corpora¬ 
tion  which  operates  retirement  homes 
for  the  conference,  and  a  title  insurance 
company  which  does  business  with  the 
conference. 

Named  in  the  complaint  were  Bishop 
Charles  Golden  and  three  other  officials 
of  the  conference,  which  recently 
changed  its  name  to  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference.  Also  named  was 
the  head  of  Pacific  Homes  Corporation, 
which  operates  conference-related  re¬ 
tirement  homes. 

The  suit  was  filed  by  Christian 
Financial  Corporation  and  alleges  the 
company  is  entitled  to  a  “brokerage  fee” 
in  connection  with  a  loan  taken  out 
recently  by  Pacific  Homes.  The  suit 
claims  the  named  individuals  and 
agencies  are  guilty  of  breach  of  contract, 
breach  of  “fiduciary  relationship”  and 
fraud. 

The  Christian  Financial  Corporation 
presented  its  claims  to  Pacific  Homes 
several  weeks  ago  and  the  claims  were 
rejected  on  the  advice  of  attorneys, 
according  to  conference  officials.  In  a 
prepared  news  release,  the  Rev.  William 
Steel,  conference  director  of 
communications,  said:  “Defendants 
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have  instructed  attorneys  to  vigorously 
defend  the  suit.”  He  said  an  appropriate 
response  soon  will  be  filed  in  the  matter. 

The  complaint  seeks  $210,000  in 
“actual”  damages,  $1  million  in 
“punitive”  damages  and  $35,000  in  legal 
fees. 

Conference  officials  named  included 
Bishop  Golden;  John  W.  Kirkman, 
conference  treasurer;  Randall  Phillips, 
chairman  of  the  Pacific  Homes  board  of 
directors;  and  Cal  Torrance,  secretary 
of  that  board.  Also  named  were  Edward 
Marik,  president  of  Pacific  Homes,  and 
the  Title  Insurance  Company  of  Los 
Angeles. 

Turkey  earthquake 
victims  to  receive 
church  relief 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  has  been  asked  for  $200,000  as 
its  share  of  cooperative  relief  and 
rehabilitation  work  among  survivors  of 
the  devastating  earthquake  which  struck 
eastern  Turkey  on  November  24. 

Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  UMCOR  director, 
has  notified  United  Methodist  bishops 
that  his  organization  contacted  Turkish 
government  officials  and  ecumenical 
relief  organizations  immediately  after 
the  disaster  to  see  how  it  could  help  those 
hardest  hit. 

More  than  3,600  people  were  killed  in 
the  mountainous  area  of  Lake  Van  near 
the  Russian  and  Iranian  borders.  An 
additional  8,000  were  injured  and  more 
than  51,000  left  homeless  including  20,000 
children. 

Dr.  Haines  said  UMCOR  is  “in  the 
fortunate  position  of  having  an 
integrated  program  of  rural 
development  going  on  for  the  last  three 
years  in  the  area  of  the  quake  The 
program’s  staff  of  nine  have  developed 
working  relationships  with  Christians  in 
the  area  and  are  prepared  to  assist  in 
carrying  out  much  of  the  rehabilitation 
work.” 

Persons  can  make  contributions  as  a 
General  Advance  special  clearly  marked 
for  the  “Turkey  Earthquake  Disaster 
Fund.” 


Food  producers  voice  optimism 


Consultation  moves  toward  food  policy  statement  for  UMC 


By  SH  ARON  MI  ELK E 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

OVERLAND  PARK,  Kan.  -  The  first 
“honest”  church  consultation  on  world 
hunger  with  U.S  food  producers  “having 
their  say”  concluded  here  last  Saturday 
on  a  unified,  optimistic  note  after  three 
days  of  stormy  give  and  take. 

The  Consultation  of  Christians  on  the 
Grainbelt  was  called  “honest”  because 
the  300  delegates  from  23  of  the  central 
states  were  United  Methodist  farmers, 
agricultural  economists,  county 
extension  agents,  nutritionists,  pastors, 
bishops  and  some  representatives  of 
urban  consumer  groups.  “This  is  a 
consultation  and  you  are  the  experts,” 
Bishop  Lance  Webb  of  the  Iowa  Area  said 
at  the  beginning  of  the  historic  meeting 
held  at  the  Trans  World  Airlines  Breech 
Training  Academy. 

Although  there  was  agreement  on  few 
points,  the  summary  statement  issued 
strongly  affirmed  the  “journey” 
launched  here  which  participants  believe 
will  move  toward  a  well-informed  U.S. 
food  policy  statement  for  the  church  by 
1980. 

Delegates  were  pleased  to  be  asked  to 
come  and  more  than  ready  to  be  heard, 
but  they  were  not  about  to  have  a  “guilt 
trip”  laid  on  them  by  speakers  or  church 
agency  staff.  Speaking  to  the  anger  felt 
by  farmer  participants,  Nancy  Hood, 
North  Prairie,  Wis.,  said,  “They  try  to 
make  us  believe  world  hunger  is  all  our 
fault;  that  all  farmers  are  raping  the 
land;  that  all  farmers  exploit  farm 
workers;  that  corporate  farming  —  even 
family  corporations  —  are  all  bad  and 
that  world  hunger  is  a  hopeless  problem. 
It  is  just  not  true,  and  I  think  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  finally  starting  to 


listen.  I  really  felt  the  bishops  were 
hearing  us." 

Keynoting  the  consultation  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  Dr.  C. 
Dean  Freudenberger,  a  former 
agricultural  missionary.  He  is  now 
professor  of  international  development 
studies  at  the  School  of  Theology, 
Claremont,  Calif. 

Goal  in  world  food  policy 

Dr.  Freudenberger,  in  his  speech 
which  raised  a  lot  of  tension,  called  for 
the  vision  of  a  “just  and  sustainable 
society”  to  be  the  Christian  goal  in  world 
food  policy.  He  described  this  as  a 
“revolutionary  ethical  concept”  because 
it  means  that  “whatever  I  do  to  organize 
and  sustain  myself,  can  be  done  by 
everyone,  everywhere,  forever.”  Or,  put 
another  way,  he  said,  any  nation  or 
person  is  “overdeveloped"  whose 
standard  of  living  is  beyond  the  capacity 
of  the  world  to  generate  the  same 
standard  for  all  people  for  all  time. 

Dr.  Freudenberger  said  almost 
everything  happening  on  the  grainbelt  of 
America’s  plains  states,  and  threatening 
to  take  place,  is  a  “far  cry  from  this 
ethical  concept.” 

The  world  food  crisis  has  resulted  in  an 
“all  systems  go”  policy  in  U.S. 
agriculture,  he  charged,  which  is  already 
having  social,  economic  and 
environmental  impacts. 

“Fragile  prairie  soils  are  being 
exposed  to  sun  and  wind.  We  are  digging 
deeper  wells,  applying  greater  amounts 
of  chemicals,  compacting  with  heavier 
equipment.  The  list  goes  on  and  on,  and 
the  dust  rises  higher  and  thicker.  In 


Text  of  summary  by 
Grain  Belt  consultation 

As  United  Methodists  at  the  Grainbelt  Consultation  we  acknowledge  that  we 
are  called  to  be  world  citizens  and  have  a  global  responsibility  to  persons  in 
need.  Our  Christian  faith  mandates  us  to  a  deep  and  continuing  concern  to  deal 
with  all  the  issues  of  human  hunger.  We  recognize  world  and  domestic  hunger 
as  a  problem  on  which  there  can  be  no  equivocation.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  along  with  the  rest  of  the  Christian  community  must  move  now  to  bring 
its  faith,  its  resources  and  its  energies  to  this  agonizing  long  range  problem ! 

As  Christians  we  want  to  cooperate  in  removing  starvation  from  the  earth 
and  help  persons  move  toward  self-sufficiency,  affirming  human  dignity.  The 
goal  we  seek  is  a  just  and  sustainable  society.  We  believe  responsible  steward¬ 
ship  of  human  and  material  resources  to  be  the  foundation  of  concern  for  both 
consumers  and  producers  of  food.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  serious  examination 
of  our  individual  lifestyles. 

We  appreciate  the  forum  provided  by  this  consultation  for  the  exchange  of 
ideas,  the  strengthening  of  faith  and  the  deepening  of  commitment,  and  we  call 
for  similar  consultations  in  the  future.  We  recognize  the  tendency  to  take  for 
granted  the  incredible  job  done  by  food  producers  in  helping  to  feed  the  world, 
and  we  clearly  recognize  and  commend^hat  effort.  We  also  affirm  the  right  of 
all  those  involved  in  food  production  to  earn  a  fair  and  adequate  return. 

As  we  return  to  our  annual  conferences  and  communities  we  must  share  what 
we  have  experienced  together.  We  commit  ourselves  to  take  responsible,  in¬ 
formed  positions  that  move  us  toward  the  alleviation  of  human  hunger  and  to 
work  toward  the  development  of  a  comprehensive  food  policy  for  this  nation. 


80  United  Methodists 


serve  in  95th 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  A  born-again 
Southern  Baptist  deacon  and  Sunday 
school  teacher  may  have  won  the  White 
House  in  the  recent  national  election  but 
a  record  number  of  Catholics  will  be 
holding  forth  in  Congress  next  term, 
according  to  the  findings  of  “Christianity 
Today”  magazine  in  its  December  3 
issue.  Catholic  representation  increased 
by  six  for  a  total  of  129  in  the  95th 
Congress,  the  most  in  the  nation’s 
history  Of  these,  13  are  senators. 

Eighty  United  Methodist  Church 
members  will  also  be  members  of  the 
95th  U.S.  Congress  when  it  takes  office  in 
January.  This  is  two  fewer  than  in  the 

10-40  interrupts 
church  worship 

HAMPTON,  Iowa  (RNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Gordon  Blaubelt  of  First  Christian 
Church  here  has  an  unusual  problem 
each  Sunday  morning.  Truckers  using 
citizens’  band  radios  are  unintentionally 
breaking  into  his  services  via  the 
church’s  loudspeaker  system. 

“Some  (radio  users)  are  using  an 
ungodly  amount  of  power,"  Mr.  Blaubelt 
said. 

The  church  is  situated  along  U.S. 
Highway  65,  which  has  heavy  truck 
traffic. 

Mr.  Blaubelt  said  he  is  considering 
abandoning  the  loudspeakers  in  his 
church  during  some  services  and  just 
“talking  louder.”  The  CB  interference, 
he  said,  sometimes  carries  obscenities. 

Mrs.  Dareld  Siems,  a  member  of  the 
congregation,  complained:  “You  can  be 
right  in  the  middle  of  the  Lord’s  Pra\^er 
when  all  of  a  sudden  you  get  a  ‘We  gotta 
big  10-4,  good  buddy’  over  the 
loudspeakers.  It’s  very  disruptive." 

Mrs.  Siems,  who  said  she  had  a  CB 
radio  before  they  became  popular,  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Hampton  Chronicle 
complaining  of  the  CB  interference  in 
church.  She  appealed  to  CB  users. 

“Don’t  they  realize  that  the  amplifiers 
used  in  the  churches  to  aid  the  hard-of- 
hearing  pick  up  all  of  the  squawk  from 
the  mobile  units?  The  noise  is  gross  and 
some  of  the  language  is  obscene.”  she 
wrote. 

Commented  Mr  Blaubelt:  “I  guess  it 
reminds  all  of  us  that  we  can  never  get 
away  from  the  world.” 


Congress 

most  recent  session. 

Among  new  members  who  are  United 
Methodists  the  party  breakdown  is  five 
Democrats  and  four  Republicans, 
making  the  total  51  Democrats  and  29 
Republicans. 

The  totals,  with  senators  in 
parenthesis,  include:  Roman  Catholic 
129  (13),  United  Methodist  80  (20). 
Episcopal  64  (17),  Presbyterian  60  (14), 
Baptist  55  (9),  Jewish  27  (5),  United 
Church  of  Christ  22  (4),  Lutheran  16  (2), 
Unitarian-Universalist  11  (3),  Latter  Day 
Saints  11  (3),  Disciples  5,  Eastern 
Orthodox  4  (2),  Christian  Science  3(1). 
In  addition  there  are  18  (2)  listed  as 
Protestant,  19  (2)  among  other 

denominations  and  5(1)  unaffiliated. 

The  new  senators  who  are  United 
Methodists,  joining  16  holdovers,  are 
Donald  W.  Riegle  Jr.  of  Michigan,  who 
formerly  served  in  the  House,  Richard 
Lugar  of  Indiana,  Jim  Sasser  of 
Tennessee  and  Harrison  H.  Schmitt  of 
New  Mexico. 

New  House  members  are  Clifford  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Joseph  S.  Ammerman  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lamar  Gudger  of  North 
Carolina,  Jerry  Huckaby  of  Louisiana, 
Newton  I.  Steers  Jr.  of  Maryland  and 
Dave  Stockman  of  Michigan. 

States  with  the  most  United  Methodists 
in  their  delegations  are  Indiana  and 
Texas  with  six  each;  California,  five; 
Florida.  Kansas,  Louisiana,  New  York, 
Ohio  and  Tennessee  four  each. 

Catholics  also  lead  the  list  of  religious 
affiliations  of  governors,  with  15. 
Presbyterians,  with  seven,  are  second- 
highest,  followed  by  Baptists  and  United 
Methodists,  each  with  five. 

The  U.M.  incumbents  are  four 
newcomers  of  two  years  ago  —  Jay 
Hammond  of  Alaska,  David  L.  Boren  of 
Oklahoma,  James  B.  Edwards  of  South 
Carolina  and  Ray  Blanton  of  Tennessee 
—  and  one  re-elected  at  that  time  — 
George  Wallace  of  Alabama. 

Another  clergyman  was  elected  to  Con¬ 
gress:  Republican  John  Danforth  from 
Missouri,  an  ordained  Episcopalian.  He 
joins  ordained  congressional  incumbents 
who  were  re-elected:  Catholic  priests 
Robert  F.  Drinanof  Mass.,  and  Robert  J. 
Cornell  of  Wise.,  Robert  W.  Edgar  of 
Penn,  (United  Methodist),  Andrew 
Young  of  Ga.,  (United  Church  of  Christ). 
John  Buchanan  of  Ala.,  (Southern 
Baptist),  and  delegate  Walter  Fountroy 
of  Wash.,  DC.,  (Progressive  National 
Baptist).  All  but  Mr.  Buchanan  are 
Democrats. 


many  places  it  did  not  rain  this  year.  The 
Mississippi  is  very  low. 

“It  appears  we  are  locked  into  a 
collision  course,”  he  stated. 

Three  tasks  for  the  church 

Dr.  Freudenberger  outlined  three 
tasks  for  the  church  in  the  grainbelt. 
First  and  foremost  is  “the  articulation  of 
a  vision  beyond  our  parochial  and 
materialistic  dreams.”  The  church  is 
called  also  “to  help  persons  and 
communities  make  local  and  national 
decisions  in  global  perspectives.”  and  to 
“empower  its  people  to  persevere.” 

The  keynote  launched  the  consultation 
into  three  days  of  small  group 
discussions  and  reports  called  “probes,” 
which  were  designed  to  dig  out  all  the 
significant  concerns  and  viewpoints 
present. 

An  introductory  presentation  laying 
out  the  “arena”  of  each  probe  opened  up 
debate  in  eight  areas:  the  family  farm; 
to  what  extent  should  prime  land  be 
kept  in  food  production;  the  value  or 
disvalue  in  the  disunity  of  farm 
organizations;  food  as  a  tool  of  foreign 
policy  ;  grain  reserves  .  Christian,  ethical 
and  moral  values;  what  to  do  as 
Christians  in  a  hungry  world;  land  grant 
colleges  and  the  extent  to  which  present 
forms  of  food  production  enhance  or 
destroy  God’s  world. 

‘No’  to  policy  statement 

As  probe  groups  reported  back  through 
a  drafting  committee,  the  participants 
became  increasingly  nervous  about  the 
possible  impact  the  document  they  were 
writing  would  have  on  the  church. 
Discussed  as  “a  policy  on  world  hunger 
for  United  Methodists”  by  planners, 
participants  delivered  an  almost 
unanimous  “no”  to  that  direction  Friday 
night. 

The  10-page  document  was  declared  to 
be  for  “study  and  discussion  only”  in  the 
church  and  in  no  way  be  regarded  as 
policy.  A  four-paragraph  summary 
statement  was  agreed  on.  (See  full  text 
on  this  page. ) 

Meeting  in  state  caucuses,  delegates 
made  plans  for  kicking  off  further 
implementation  of  the  world  hunger 
priority  at  the  local  church,  district  and 
conference  levels  “back  home.  ” 

Enthusiasm  for  the  style  of  the 
consultation  was  expressed  repeatedly 

Goes  the  last  mile 


and  many  groups  announced  their 
intention  to  bring  food  producers,  pastors 
and  other  business  groups  together  in 
their  home  areas. 

An  offering  for  the  world  hunger 
missional  priority  received  at  the  closing 
service  of  communion  netted  almost 
$1200 

Bishops  wire 
opposition  to 
B-l  bomber 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

OVERLAND  PARK,  Kan  -  Nine 
bishops  here  for  the  Grainbelt 
Consultation  sent  a  wire  to  President¬ 
elect  Jimmy  Carter  last  Friday  morning 
pleading  with  him  to  keep  his  campaign 
promise  regarding  the  production  of  B-l 
bombers. 

A  separate  letter,  signed  by  about  100 
participants,  was  also  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Carter,  who  said  during  his  campaign 
that  he  opposed  production  of  the 
bombers. 

The  bishops,  leaders  of  the  church  in  12 
central  states,  sent  the  wire  after 
learning  the  Pentagon  had  awarded 
contracts  for  production  of  three 
bombers. 

This  issue,  the  bishops  and  delegates 
said,  more  than  any  other  will  determine 
“the  integrity  of  your  campaign  and  the 
direction  of  your  administration  as  it 
relates  to  the  military  establishment  and 
future  economic  priorities  of  your 
administration.” 

The  delegates  letter  said  “this 
consultation  (on  food,  hunger  and  global 
survival)  has  confirmed  our  belief  in  the 
importance  of  finding  ways  to  help  the 
developing  nations  become  more  nearly 
self-sufficient  in  food  production  The 
billions  of  dollars  that  will  go  into  the  B-l 
program  will  only  deter  from  the  full 
realization  of  this  goal.  We  urge  you  to 
discontinue  the  entire  B-l  program  " 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  of  the 
Dakotas  Area,  who  drafted  the  bishops' 
telegram,  said  the  last-minute  action  by 
the  Ford  administration  is  “not  only 
contrary  to  the  official  position  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  but  also  an 
insult  to  the  American  people  ’ ' 


She’s  4a  lady  of  firsts’ 


Bv  MYRA  HARGRAVE  COMISKEY 
PORT  LAVACA,  Tex.  -  Mary  Herron, 
an  active  layperson  at  First  UMC  here,  is 
a  lady  of  “firsts.” 

She  is  the  first  county  coordinator  for 
the  Swine  flu  immunization  program  for 
Bloom ington-Placedo  communities.  That 
program  will  hardly  wind  down  before 
she’s  involved  in  another  “first”: 
encouraging  black  persons  to  participate 
in  a  newly  organized  ministry  to  senior 
citizens  at  her  church. 

On  Laity  Sunday 
last  month,  she  was 
the  first  black 
layperson  to  speak 
from  the  pulpit  at 
her  church.  And 
through  it  all,  she  is 
serving  her  ninth 
year  as  trustee  of 
the  Bloomington 
Independent  School 
District  —  the  first  Mary  Herron 
woman,  first  black  since  Reconstruction 
to  hold  such  a  position  in  her  community 
Ms.  Herron  earned  the  esteem  of  her 
neighbors  in  1958  when  she  began  a 
campaign  to  integrate  the  all-white 
school.  As  she  watched  her  children 
being  bused  past  the  school  a  block  from 
her  home  to  an  all-black,  poorly- 

Director  dies  at 
TM/UMR  board 
meeting  in  Dallas 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Bruce  Galloway, 
a  member  of  the  TM/UMR  board  of 
directors  from  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference,  suffered  a  heart  attack 
during  a  business  session  of  the  board 
here  Dec.  3  and  was  pronounced  dead  on 
arrival  at  a  local  hospital. 

Mr.  Galloway,  47,  was  a  resident  of  San 
Antonio.  Texas,  and  had  served  on 
TM/UMR’s  board  since  1974.  He  was 
program  council  director  for  the 
Southwest  Texas  Conference  and  during 
his  ministry  had  served  local  churches  in 
the  conference. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Helen,  two 
daughters  and  a  son. 


Attention  Churches 


SPORTSMAN  MAXIWAGON 

1975  Dodge  Sportsman 

15  Passenger 

Buy  -  Rent  -  Lease 

Contact  j  Y  Tingle 
Longhorn  Dooge.  Inc 
7401  W  7th  St  .  Port  Worth,  Te*  76107 
(8171  335  2331.  fttetro  429  0121 
12141  262  2244  (Dallasl 


equipped  four  room  building  six  miles 
away,  she  decided  to  “look  the  problem 
straight  in  the  eye”. 

Fighting  both  white  apathy  and  a  black 
principal  who  was  afraid  of  losing  his  job 
and  those  of  his  black  teachers,  she  says 
she  did  not  worry  about  the  blacks  if  they 
weren’t  qualified  to  teach. 

Again  and  again,  she  was  told  “the 
school  is  too  crowded  ”  Finally,  in 
August,  1964,  she  asked:  “If  you  had  80 
white  children  move  into  this 
community,  what  would  you  do?”  The 
answer:  “Make  room.  ”  Ms.  Herron 
replied,  “I  would  like  you  to  make  room 
for  the  blacks.  ” 

In  September,  1964,  the  school 
integrated  without  incident.  Mary 
Herron  worked  in  PTA,  band  boosters, 
social  clubs,  anywhere  to  help  the  school. 
When  a  group  asked  her  to  run  for  the 
school  board  in  1968,  she  decided  to 
“continue  trusting  God"  as  she’d  done 
throughout  the  years  of  struggle. 

As  Laity  Day  speaker  last  month, 
Mary  Herron  shared  her  story  with  a 
hushed  congregation.  Her  scripture  was 
I  Peter  2: 1-10  which  dealt  with  the  calling 
of  a  Christian. 

The  need  calls  her,  she  said,  but  the 
words  of  an  old  hymn  her  family  sang 
when  she  was  a  child  keep  her  going.  “If 
I  walk  in  the  pathway  of  duty,  if  I  work 
until  the  close  of  the  day,  I  shall  see  the 
great  King  in  His  beauty,  when  I’ve  gone 
the  last  mile  of  the  way.” 

Mary  Herron,  the  lady  of  “firsts"  has 
been  “going  the  last  mile"  for  years. 

Mrs.  Comiskey,  a  United  Methodist 
living  in  Port  Lavaca,  has  published 
numerous  articles  in  religious 
publications. 


Alaska! 

1977 

27th  Annual 
Cruise -Tour 
for  United 
Methodists 


Send  for  full  color  bro¬ 
chure  describing  this 
expertly  planned  and  con¬ 
ducted,  all  expense  cruise- 
tour  to  America's  last 
frontier.  Join  a  congenial 
group  who  enjoy  friendly 
travel  together.  Combine  thrilling  scenery, 
a  restful  voyage  in  cool  northern  waters 
and  good  fellowship! 

Leaving  Chicago  in  late  July  for  21  days. 
Sec  the  Inside  Passage,  Ketchikan,  Juneau. 
Mendenhall  Glacier.  Wrangell,  Skagway. 
Luke  Bennett,  Alaska  and  the  Yukon.  Gla¬ 
cier  National  Park,  Waterton  Lakes,  Banff, 
Lake  Louise,  Victoria  and  the  Pacific 
Northwest  also  included.  Brochure  sent 
with  no  obligation. 

Methodist  Alaska  Cruise^xir 


c/o  Carefree  Travel.  Inc. 
520  N.  Michigan  Ave 
Chicago.  11.60611 
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Christians,  Jews  called 
to  pressure  Soviets 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO  —  Arousing  and 
maintaining  world  pressure  on  the  Soviet 
government  regarding  its  promises  for 
full  religious  and  cultural  freedom  made 
at  Helsinki  was  urged  here  by  a  World 
Council  of  Churches’  (WCC)  president 
and  a  Congressman  as  the  "No.  1  job'  ’  for 
U.S.  Christian  and  Jews. 

U.  S.  Congressman  Robert  Drinan  (D- 
Mass.)  told  250  persons  attending  the 
second  National  Interreligious 
Consultation  on  Soviet  Jewry  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  campus  that 
"taking  full  advantage  of  the  Helsinki 
agreements  now"  could  mean  as  much  to 
world  history  as  did  the  Magna  Carta  and 
the  Bill  of  Rights. 

WCC  president,  Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel, 
said  Christians  need  to  be  "saturated 
with  information  on  the  meaning  of  the 
Helsinki  agreements  so  they  can  seize 
the  opportunity  presented  by  this 
important  new  thing.” 

Signed  August  1,  1975,  by  33  European 
countries,  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  the 
Helsinki  Agreement  was  labeled  "the 
child  of  detente"  by  Congressman 
Drinan.  In  addition  to  sanctioning 
existing  European  boundaries,  a 
concession  won  by  the  Eastern  bloc 
nations,  the  agreement  includes  "a 
basket  of  humanitarian  concerns" 
emphasized  and  won  by  the  West  —  such 
as  freedom  of  religion,  freedom  of 
movement  and  rights  of  national 
minorities. 

The  congressman  said  Helsinki 
deserves  special  attention  now  because 
the  first  review  conference  of  the 
agreements  will  be  held  in  Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia  in  June  1977.  He  said  that 
because  "Russia  has  apparently  adopted 
a  policy  of  ignoring  the  human  rights 
provisions,  it  will  want  Belgrade  to  go 
away  as  soon  as  possible.  Now  is  clearly 
the  time  to  exert  pressure  on  the  USSR 
because  they  will  not  comply  unless 
international  pressure  forces  them.” 

Asked  why  attention  should  be  focused 
on  Soviet  Jews  when  other  peoples  of  the 
world  and  Soviet  Christians  also  face 
oppression,  both  speakers  said  they  were 
convinced  the  oppression  of  the  three 
million  Soviet  Jews  is  "more  rigorous.” 
Dr.  Wedel  said  that  even  as  restricted  as 
Soviet  Christians  are,  "we  are  not  aware 
(in  the  WCC)  that  their  oppression 
matches  that  of  the  Jews  nor  do  they 
have  a  corresponding  deep  desire  to 
emigrate.” 

Dr.  Wedel  outlined  a  possible  course  of 
action  for  Christians,  acting  in  concert 
with  Jewish  bodies. 

“The  only  way  we  can  be  effective  is 
through  the  actions  of  our  government,” 
she  said,  and  urged  that  Christians  not 
let  the  Jewish  community  carry  the  full 
responsibility  for  putting  on  pressure. 
“We  need  to  make  it  clear  to  our 
legislators  that  we  will  not  stand  for 
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these  kinds  of  activities  in  our  world 
today  and  that  we  want  something  done 
about  the  Soviet  Jews." 

Ways  U.S.  can  pressure 

Congressman  Drinan  outlined  some  of 
the  ways  the  U.S.  can  exert  pressure.  He 
said  dollars  of  business  with  the  USSR 
have  tripled  in  the  last  four  years  to  $2.4 
billion.  “We  could  stop  all  trade  as  an 
option.”  he  said.  Further,  "the  U.S.  could 
withdraw  the  ‘most  favored  nation’ 
status  from  the  USSR,  which  means  they 
would  no  longer  be  able  to  sell  products 
to  us  without  paying  import  fees.”  Also, 
he  said,  the  congressional  prohibition 
against  giving  security  assistance  to 
nations  consistently  violating  human 
rights  might  be  extended  to  include 
prohibitions  on  direct  and  indirect 
economic  aid. 

The  WCC  president  said  Christians  and 
Jews  must  also  get  to  work  appealing  to 
the  U.S.  government  to  implement 
Helsinki  fully. 

Congressman  Drinan  agreed  and  said 
the  U.S.  "moral  position  Vis-a-vis’  the 
Soviet  Union  will  be  compromised  at 
Belgrade  to  the  extent  we  are  in  violation 
of  any  of  the  Helsinki  provisions."  He 
said  the  McCarran  Act,  which  prohibits 
alleged  communists  from  emigrating  to 
the  U.S.,  and  the  State  Department’s 
authority  to  prevent  certain  individuals 
from  visiting  the  U.S.  could  be  construed 
as  violations. 

Dr.  Wedel  said  she  is  frequently  asked 
why  Russian  Orthodox  leaders  don’t 
intervene  on  behalf  of  the  Jews.  She 
reported  that  "church  leaders  in 
communist  nations  are  not  in  a  position 
to  exert  pressure  or  make  effective 
intervention.  Russian  Orthodox  leaders 
don’t  have  one  bit  of  standing  with  the 
government.” 

The  congressman  said  the  Russian 
scientist  and  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner, 
Andrei  Sakhavov  told  him,  "it  is  only  the 
Christians  of  America  that  can  liberate 
the  Jews  of  the  USSR.” 

Media  ads  pay 
off  in  increased 
giving  to  church 

NEW  YORK  —  Fifteen  percent  of 
people  in  a  recent  survey  increased  their 
church  giving  because  of  media  ads  that 
encouraged  them  to  do  so. 

The  survey,  conducted  for  two 
agencies  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  evaluated  the  effect  of  a  state¬ 
wide  media  campaign  by  an  ecumenical 
group  in  Nebraska.  The  campaign  made 
use  of  radio  and  TV  spots,  newspaper  ads 
and  billboards.  The  survey  showed  that 
such  ads,  when  combined  with  other 
fund-raising  efforts,  can  increase  church 
giving. 

Of  those  who  had  increased  their 
giving  recently,  most  said  they  had  done 
so  because  of  increased  income  or 
because  it  now  “takes  more  money  to  run 
the  church."  The  media  campaign 
stressed  the  effect  of  inflation  on  the 
church. 

About  43  percent  of  those  polled  said 
they  believe  the  church’s  importance  will 
increase  in  the  future. 

The  median  weekly  commitment  for 
1976  of  the  church  members  polled  was 
reported  to  be  $12.83.  The  median  annual 
income  of  the  respondents  was  $12,761. 


Can  you  top  this? 

33  pastors  from  this  church 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
SPARTA,  Tenn.  —  Claims  of 
record-breaking  statistics  are  always 
dangerous,  but  no  one  has  yet 
disputed  the  claim  of  tiny  Mt.  Gilead 
UMC  near  here:  that  a  larger 
percentage  of  persons  have  entered 
the  Christian  ministry  from  Mt. 
Gilead  than  from  any  other  United 
Methodist  church  in  America. 

Thirty-three  young  men  —  one  for 
every  twenty  members  in  the 
church’s  150-year  history  —  went  out 
from  there  to  spread  the  Gospel, 
according  to  the  Tennessee 
Conference  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History,  which  met  at  Mt.  Gilead 
church  recently  to  celebrate  the 
“unequalled  record.” 

All  deceased  now,  the  names  of  the 
33  are  inscribed  on  a  tall,  white 
marble  shaft  in  the  church  cemetery. 
Their  personal  stories  may  never  be 
known,  says  present  pastor  the  Rev. 


Eddie  Smotherman.  "The  old  records 
have  been  lost  and  our  people  have 
been  working  for  years  trying  to 
rebuild  the  record  book.” 

However,  the  record  book  does 
show  evidence  of  great  revivals 
resulting  from  summer  camp 
meetings  in  Mt.  Gilead’s  earliest 
days.  In  fact,  the  church  itself  was 
organized  at  a  camp  meeting  in  1826 
by  Wesley  Deskin,  its  first  pastor.  The 
first  structure  was  of  logs. 

In  1878,  a  second  building  was 
erected,  and  it  was  from  this  church 
that  the  succession  of  ministers  came. 
Today  a  third  structure,  built  in  1949, 
stands  on  the  site  —  built  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  Chester  A. 
Stephens,  who  returned  to  Mt.  Gilead 
for  a  reunion  when  the  Tennessee 
Conference  Commission  met  there 
this  fall. 

Mt.  Gilead  currently  has  84 
members  on  its  roll.  . 


UMC  commission  advocates 


Church  colleges  should  get 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Public  funds 
can  and  should  be  directed  to  church- 
related  colleges  in  recognition  of  the 
major  public  service  they  perform.  So 
says  a  United  Methodist  "blue-ribbon” 
commission  currently  at  work  on  the 
church’s  involvement  in  higher 
education. 

The  National  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Higher  Education  recently 
published  its  recommendations  on  public 
policy  related  to  independent  (private  or 
church-related)  higher  education.  And 
coming  next  spring  will  be  the 
commission’s  recommendations  on  what 
makes  a  college  "church-related”  and 
standards  by  which  the  church  can 
evaluate  schools  now  affiliated  with  the 
UMC. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  commission  last 
week,  Bishop  James  Mathews, 
Washington,  D.C.  Area,  stressed  the 
importance  of  the  public  policy 
recommendations.  "They  were  needed 
yesterday,”  he  said,  "but  I  am  grateful 
we  have  them  now.” 

Three  principles  should  guide  public 
policy  on  independent  higher  education, 
the  report  claims : 

•  Independent  institutions  of  higher 
education  perform  an  essential  public 
service  function.  State  and  federal 
public  policies  should  recognize  that 
service  and  seek  to  preserve  its 
benefits  for  society. 

•  Government  policies,  both  federal 
and  state,  should  preserve  diversity  in 
higher  education  by  assuring  the 


autonomy  and  viability  of  individual 
institutions. 

•  America’s  youth  deserve  a  choice 
among  institutions  within  a  diverse 
system  of  higher  education.  Public 
policies  that  create  real  or  apparent 
economic  barriers  to  attendance  at 
independent  institutions  should  be 
changed  to  assure  students  access  to 
institutions  of  their  choice. 

The  commission  published  its 
recommendations  in  "Endangered 
Service:  Independent  Colleges,  Public 
Policy  and  the  First  Amendment,”  the 
latest  in  a  series  of  books  highlighting  its 
work.  The  15-member  "blue-ribbon” 
commission  is  composed  of  college 
presidents  and  professors  and  persons 
from  state,  federal  and  private  agencies 
in  education,  plus  five  professional  staff 
persons.  It  was  organized  and  funded  by 
UMC’s  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  (BHEM)  in  1974  and  must 
accomplish  its  tasks  by  next  summer 
when  it  goes  out  of  business.  Dr.  Paul 
Hardin  III,  president  of  Drew  University, 
is  chairperson. 

Independent  colleges  perform  major 
public  service  to  society  and  should  be 
recognized  for  that  service,  the 
commission  report  contends.  Services 
include :  ( 1 )  fostering  cultural  pluralism ; 
(2)  maintaining  diversity  in  higher 
education;  (3)  minimizing  state 
expenditures  for  higher  education;  (4) 
serving  a  broad  cross-section  of  college 
students,  including  low-income  and 
minority  students;  (5)  conferring  a 
substantial  proportion  of  professional 
degrees;  and  (6)  contributing  to  the 


TM/UMR  sets  record  budget 

Communication  agencies  show  growth 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  “Growth”  continued  to  be 
the  story  as  three  divisions  which  make 
up  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  (UMCC)  met 
here  Dec.  1-3. 

That  growth  was  evidenced  in  division 
reports  which  showed : 

•  The  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter,  directed  by  the 
Newspaper  Division,  increased  its 
circulation  by  53,000  subscriptions 
since  the  council  meeting  of  a  year 
ago  and  has  set  a  record  budget  of 
nearly  $1.9  million  for  1977. 

•  The  Media  Division,  which  carries  out 
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news  services  and  Church  Resource 
Systems  (CRS)  programs  for  the 
conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
has  outlined  plans  for  increased 
functions  behind  a  budget  of  $125,000. 

•  The  Agency  Services  Division,  which 
provides  advertising-type  assistance 
for  church  agencies  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  is  being  utilized  by  more 
agencies  and  has  set  a  record  1977 
budget  at  $117,000. 

(Owned  by  the  seven  annual 
conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico, 
the  UMCC  includes  representatives  from 
those  states  plus  27  annual  conferences 
outside  those  states  where  editions  of  The 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter  are  circulated.  Although  not 
voting  members  of  the  entire  council,  the 
non-Texas-New  Mexico  representatives 
have  full  voice  and  vote  in  the  council’s 
Newspaper  Division.  That  division 
publishes  TM/UMR. ) 

The  Rev.  Luther  Henry  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  (Central  Texas  Conference),  was 
elected  to  succeed  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice  of 
Dallas  (North  Texas  Conference),  as 
chairman  of  the  council.  The  Rev. 
Thomas  Strother  of  Waco,  Tex.  (New 
Mexico  Conference)  was  elected  vice 
chairman. 

Newspaper  Division 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor-general  manager  of  TM/UMR. 
told  the  council  that  the  story  of 
TM/UMR  during  the  past  year  has  been 
one  of  growth  and  increased 
responsibility.  Among  the  changes  of  the 
past  year,  he  said,  were  the  purchase  of  a 
new  offset  printing  press,  a  new 
typesetting  system,  a  new  computer  for 
circulation  procedures  and  the  hiring  of  a 
chief  financial  officer  for  the 
organization. 

Mr.  Dunnam  predicted  continued 
growth  and  said  TM/UMR  circulation  is 
likely  to  top  the  400,000  mark  during  1977, 

Dr.  Darris  Egger  of  Lubbock,  Tex. 
(Northwest  Texas  Conference),  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Newspaper 


Division  to  succeed  Dr.  Ted  Richardson 
of  San  Antonio,  Tex.  (Southwest  Texas 
Conference).  Dr.  Richardson  was 
honored  by  the  division  for  his  leadership 
during  recent  years. 

Dr.  Shrum  Burton  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
(Missouri  West  Conference)  was  elected 
vice  chairman,  and  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Williams  of  San  Jose,  Calif.  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference)  was  elected 
secretary. 

Media  Division 

Dr.  Robert  L.  Robertson,  director  of 
the  Media  Division,  reported  an 
increased  work  load  in  his  role  as 
director  of  NEWService  for  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  and  increased  use  of  his 
Church  Resource  Systems  (CRS)  by 
local  churches  across  the  nation.  CRS 
provides  an  annual  communications 
clinic  and  special  discount  rates  for 
instructional  media  equipment  for  local 
churches. 

Among  the  goals  listed  by  Dr. 
Robertson  for  his  division  were:  (1) 
Development  of  more  media  and 
leadership  contacts  in  all  annual 
conferences  served;  (2)  Further 
development  of  the  CRS  program;  and 
(3)  availability  of  the  director  to  all 
districts  in  the  two-state  area  for  training 
of  local  church  coordinators  of 
communications. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Steere  of  Houston 
(Texas  Conference)  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Media  Division, 
replacing  Mr.  Strother. 

Agency  Services  Division 

The  Rev.  Jack  McGee,  director  for 
agency  services,  reported  that  requests 
for  the  communications  services  his 
division  offers  have  increased  during  the 
past  year.  In  addition,  he  said  expansion 
of  services  has  taken  place  in  agencies 
already  being  served. 

Dr.  James  Hares  of  Dallas  (North 
Texas  Conference)  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  division,  succeeding  Dr. 
W.  V.  Bane  of  Weatherford  (Central 
Texas  Conference.) 


Bioethics  conference 
faces  life ,  death  crises 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  New  ground  may  have 
been  broken  here  last  week  in  learning  to 
deal  with  the  crisis  issues  of  life  and 
death  in  an  age  of  technology.  More  than 
500  persons  —  doctors,  lawyers, 
theologians,  educators  and  concerned 
citizens  —  came  together  to  examine  the 
value  of  life  and  then  carry  their 
knowledge  back  to  80  target  communities 
in  Texas. 

They  met  under  the  aegis  of  the  Texas 
Conference  of  Churches  (TCC)  and 
"studied”  under  noted  psychiatrist 
Elisabeth  Kubler-Ross  and  some  80  other 
experts  in  the  fields  of  medicine,  law, 
theology  and  ethics  in  what  United 
Methodist  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe, 
TCC  president,  told  them  was  "a  new 
idea,”  a  bioethics  study  conference  of 
unprecedented  scope. 

("Bioethics”  is  defined  as  "the  moral, 
ethical  and  legal  implications  of 
contemporary  life  science  technology.”) 

Grappling  with  questions  about  life 
support  systems,  abortion,  organ 
transplants,  genetic  manipulation,  care 
of  the  aging  and  behavior  control, 
"students”  and  "teachers”  alike  in  the 
"Value  of  Life”  project  were  warned  in  a 
keynote  address  that  "the  value  you  put 
on  human  life  will  be  normative.” 

The  Most  Rev.  Mark  J.  Hurley,  Santa 
Rosa,  Calif.,  chairman  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops’ 
Committee  for  Human  Values,  called  for 
"a  new  sense  of  moral  direction  and 
appreciation  of  the  moral  dimensions  of 
the  new  scientific  and  technological  age 
in  which  we  find  ourselves.”  Needed,  he 
said,  is  "a  public  philosophy”  which  "lies 
directly  and  in  large  measure  in  the 


public  funds 

economic  and  cultural  well-being  of  the 
communities  in  which  they  are  located, 
especially  rural  areas. 

Citing  the  tuition  gap  as  the  "formida¬ 
ble  barrier  to  the  selection  of  an  indepen¬ 
dent  college,”  the  commission  calls  oh 
state  and  federal  governments  to  make 
student  aid  programs  available  to 
church-related  colleges.  "Constitution¬ 
ally  permissible  aid”  can  be  designed, 
they  say.  "The  current  overriding  issue 
is  whether  or  not  that  will  be  done.” 

In  the  Nov.  29  meeting  here,  the 
commission  also  approved  a  policy 
statement  outlining  the  mission  of  the 
UMC  in  its  campus  ministry.  The 
statement  declared  "the  church  is  called 
by  the  gospel  to  address  the  Word  of  God 
to  the  whole  of  higher  education.”  In 
defining  campus  ministry  clearly  as  a 
ministry  of  the  church,  it  lists  objectives, 
accountability  and  new  directions.  The 
report  concludes  that  the  UMC  "should 
continue  and  strengthen,  with 
faithfulness  and  imagination,  the  witness 
of  campus  ministry  in  higher  education.  ” 

Dr.  T.  Michael  Elliott,  executive 
director  of  the  commission,  said  the 
statement  will  be  published  in  a  few 
months  along  with  data  now  being 
collected  from  an  extensive  survey  of 
campus  ministry  units  across  the 
church. 

The  unfinished  agenda  for  the 
commission  may  be  as  important  as 
anything  accomplished  so  far,  says  Dr. 
Hardin.  In  its  final  meetings  this  spring, 
the  commission  must  (1)  develop  a 
definition  for  precisely  what  "church- 
related”  means  for  a  college;  (2)  set 
some  yardsticks  for  financial  and 
institutional  "viability”  (or  survival); 
(3)  recommend  how  the  church  should 
direct  its  money  in  higher  education;  (4) 
suggest  financial  and  other  support 
strategies  for  the  church’s  colleges  and 
campus  ministries;  and  (5)  propose  an 
effective  reorganization  for  BHEM’s 
division  on  education. 

All  commission  recommendations  are 
subject  to  adoption  and  implementation 
by  BHEM. 


hands  of  you  experts  in  all  fields  of 
knowledge.  The  future  of  the  human  race 
depends  on  you.” 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross,  author  of  ,lOn  Death 
and  Dying”  and  pioneer  in  work  with 
terminally  ill  patients  and  their  families, 
urged  her  audience  in  a  major  address  to 
"prepare  for  your  own  death.  Only  then 
will  you  begin  to  live.” 

Recounting  her  ten  years’  research 
with  dying  patients,  she  recalled  that  "it 
is  not  the  patient’s  fear  of  death  that  is 
hard  to  deal  with.  It  is  your  own  fear. 
Listen  to  your  patients,”  she  urged. 
“They  have  inner  resources.  They  can 
change  your  values  if  you  will  let  them. 
That  is  their  gift  to  you.  ” 

Death  not  a  nightmare 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross  said  her  continuing 
research  indicates  that  "death  is  not  a 
nightmare.”  Experiences  of  persons  who 
have  clinically  died  and  "returned,”  she 
said,  show  no  evidence  of  "a  judgmental, 
punitive  God.  God  is  all  love.  Man  is 
punitive.  You  condemn  yourself  in  an 
environment  of  incredible  love.”  Dr. 
Kubler-Ross  announced  last  year  that 
her  studies  reveal  the  "out  of  body” 
existence  of  many  patients  who  were 
aware  or  conscious  for  long  periods  of 
time  after  clinical  signs  of  life  had  ended. 

Participants  in  the  "Value  of  Life” 
conference  also  heard  ways  in  which 
persons  of  faith  make  ethical  choices  in 
life  and  death  issues  —  such  as  how  to 
perceive  a  radically  defective  newborn 
child  —  from  Dr.  James  M.  Gustafson, 
professor  of  theological  ethics, 
University  of  Chicago.  “Basic  religious 
response,”  he  told  the  group,  "no  matter 
what  approach  we  take,  is  motivated  by 
gratitude  to  God  for  life  as  a  gift  out  of 
His  goodness.”  This  motivation  is 
present  .here  —  but  is  it  sufficient  to 
make  ethical  judgments  about  medical 
care?” 

Learning  to  make  ethical  judgements, 
but,  careful  not  to  tell  participants  which 
ones  to  make,  was  an  important  part  of 
the  format,  Dr.  Rex  Mix,  project  direc¬ 
tor,  told  TM/UMR.  "This  needed  to  be 
truly  a  forum  —  to  inform,  educate,  help 
persons  examine  these  issues  from  all 
sides,  not  to  advocate  a  particular  point 
of  view.” 

Responses  to  Dr.  Gustafson’s 
theological  perspectives  came  from 
persons  in  the  medical  and  legal 
professions:  Edmund  Pellegrino,  M.D., 
of  the  Yale-New  Haven  Medical  Center 
and  W.  Page  Keeton,  professor  and 
former  dean  of  the  University  of  Texas 
Law  School . 

Also  in  12  issue  sessions  dealing  with  a 
broad  range  of  bioethical  concerns,  Dr. 
Mix  noted,  "we  tried  to  build  in 
safeguards  like  a  facilitator-evaluator  to 
make  sure  one  point  of  view  would  not 
dominate.” 

Issue  sessions  dealt  with  the 
distribution  of  health  care  resources, 
health  care  delivery  to  poverty  areas, 
humanizing  the  health  care  system, 
death  and  dying,  termination  of 
treatment  (to  save  or  let  die),  moral 
issues  in  birth  decisions,  mental  and 
physical  health  care  for  the  aging, 
human  experimentation,  chronic  illness 
and  physical  handicaps,  behavior 
control,  mental  retardation  and  new 
possibilities  in  human  reproduction. 

Conference  success  to  be  proved 

Proof  of  the  success  of  the  conference 
will  come  when  participants  return  to 
their  communities  and  develop  some 
type  of  ongoing  program  geared  to 
bioethical  needs  in  their  area,  says  the 
Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  United 
Methodist  from  San  Antonio,  who  has 
chaired  the  project  since  its  inception  in 
1973.  A  conference  session  on  community 
mobilization  was  built  into  the  three-day 
event.  Participants  also  met  for  one 
session  as  a  community  to  set  initial 
strategy. 

Follow-up  resources  and  evaluation 
will  be  part  of  ongoing  support  for  groups 
working  “wherever  the  needs  are”  in 
their  own  communities.  Dr.  Mix  said. 


Classified 

RATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind.ads  $1  per  insertion 

FOR  SALE :  Four  metal  two  wood  Remington  Rand 
Kardex  visible  record  system  cabinets  2b  4’’  high  by 

10  'V  wide,  each  containing  16  drawers  utilizing 
membership  cards  5"  by  8”.  McFarlin  Church,  Box 
2067,  Norman.  Okla.  Phone  (405)  321-3484. 

A  BICENTENNIAL  HYMN  is  yours  upon  request. 
"Heaven  Watch  America,"  based  on  the  music  of 
Irving  Berlin,  is  now  stirring  up  many  churches  and 
schools!  Write  to  Gospel  Team.  421  Jersey  Avenue, 
Elizabeth.  N.  J.  07202  for  music  sheet,  This  hymn  will 
never  be  placed  on  sale  at  music  stores.  Please 
enclose  $1.00  to  help  defray  handling  and  mailing 
costs. 

PASSPORT  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND  -  from  Florida, 
Feb.  7  to  17, 1977.  $899  per  person  sharing  twin  room. 
Unusual  comprehensive  tour  of  Jerusalem,  Jericho. 
Nazareth,  Galilee,  Acre,  Haifa  and  Tel  Aviv.  Hosted 
by  Rev  and  Mrs.  Fred  Stevens.  Florida  Director  of 
Lay  Renewal.  Contact  Arthur  Nuernberg,  Box  4563, 
Winter  Park,  Fla.  32793  for  information. 

AVAILABLE  FOR  CHRISTMAS:  Mv  Monograph  of 
Spiritual  Poems  on  the  Beatitudes.  Six  (6)  copies  for 
a  dollar.  David  B.  Achterkirch,  Pastor  Emeritus.  212 

S.  E.  9  St.,  Rochester.  Minn.  55901 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  and 
youth  worker  needed  for  growing  congregation. 
Degree  in  Christian  Education,  Methodist 
background.  Salary  commensurate  with  talents  and 
training  Send  resume  to  North  Naples  United 
Methodist  Church.  600  Seagate  Drive.  Naples.  Fla. 
33940. 

BICENTENNIAL  FAMILY  BIBLE  -  Special 
Limited  Edition.  King  James  Version  $54.96. 
POJORLIE.  POB  19003.  Oakland,  Calif.  94619. 

HUSBAND-WIFE  DIACONAL  TEAM.  Husband 
Church  Business  Administrator-Director  of 
Evangelism.  Wife  Director  of  Christian  Education. 
Both  dedicated,  excellent  references.  MA  Degrees. 
Available  January.  Reply  TM/UMR.  Box  1076, 
Dallas.  TX.  75221 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  of  Music  and  Youth 
Ministries  by  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.  1325  members.  Send  resume  to 

Mr  Elwood  Raber,  497  N.  Locust  Street, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.  17022.  Applications  received 
through  Jan  3,1977. 

SOUTH  FLORIDA  CRUISES:  Earn  a  7  or  14  day 
Caribbean  Cruise;  organize  a  group  of  6.  PURCELL 
TRAVEL.  INC.  800  Douglas  Road.  Coral  Gables. 
Florida  33134.  (305)  488-7475 

STAFF  NEEDED:  Red  Bird  Hospital,  Beverly,  Ky. 
40913  Dental  hygienist,  dietician/dietary  manager, 
medical  social  worker,  registered  nurses,  x-ray 
technician.  Applicants  must  have  a  meaningful 
,  Christian  experience  and  high  moral  and  ethical 
character  to  be  considered.  Salaried  or  volunteer. 
Room  and  board,  fringe-benefits,  vacations. 
Contact:  Douglas  E.  Webb,  Administrator. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  Education-Music  Director. 
Position  open  January  1.  1977.  Salary  negotiable 
Church  of  500  members.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  300  College  St.,  Kennett.  Mo.  63857 

CENTENARY  FINANCIAL  RECORD  SYSTEM. 
For  Church  Budget  and/or  Building  Fund- 
Treasurer's  Ledger  Record.  Financial  Secretary’s 
Record  of  Contributions.  One  sheet  or  five  sheet.  One 
Write  Record  with  tear  off  Quarterly  Reports  to 
Contributors  For  Brochure,  write  Centenary  Press, 
Box  3456.  CRS,  Johnson  City.  Tn.  37601. 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  Ml 5-9203  Keene,  Texas  76059 

At  Hartzell-Sliiloli 


Foundation  owns  high  real  estate 


Women,  men  register 
unprecedented  success 


Futuristic  conference 
planned  for  church  leaders 


A  Futuristic  Conference  for  church 
leaders  of  the  Methodist  Church  is 
scheduled  January  7-9,  1977  at  the 
Americana  Inn  of  Six  Flags  -  Arlington, 
Texas. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  is:  (1) 
To  relate  the  leadership  of  the  church  to 
persons  who  are  making  decisions  in 
several  significant  areas  that  affect  the 
lives  of  people.  (2)  To  create  a  public 
arena  in  which  the  Church  leaders  will 
dialogue  and  exchange  ideas  with 
decision  makers  about  developments  of 
the  future,  and  explore  the  role  of  the 
church  in  this  future.  (3)  To  highlight  the 
conviction  that  the  Gospel  of  the 


Christian  faith  must  have  a  role  in 
influencing  the  future  and  to  explore  the 
part  which  Christian  leaders  may  have. 

Leaders  in  the  Futuristic  Conference 
will  be  Dean  Roy  Fisher,  School  of 
Journalism,  University  of  Missouri;  Dr. 
John  Silbur,  President.  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity;  Dr.  F.  G.  Rodgers,  I.B.M.,  New 
York;  Dr.  Michael  DeBakey,  heart 
surgeon.  Texas  Medical  Center,  Houston. 

Annual  Conferences  will  be  limited  to 
eight  participants.  Persons  interested 
are  asked  to  make  their  requests  known 
to  Ray  Branton,  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  71104,  who  will  process  the 
registrations  for  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 


Half-century  is  not  enough 


When  the  Rev.  Ben  Waltman  preached 
the  Homecoming  Day  sermon  at 
Deerford  Church  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  he  was  preaching  in  a  church 
which  he  had  served  as  pastor  for  almost 
50  years.  Now  87  years  “young”  he  lives 
in  Overton.  Texas  —  but  he  is  not  retired ! 
He  is  active  in  the  community  life  where 
he  makes  his  home  and  also  serves  a 
local  church  as  pastor.  A  half-centurv  is 
not  enough  for  this  pastor!  He  is  shown  in 
the  picture  with  the  Rev.  James  M 
Wilkes,  present  pastor  of  the  Deerford 
Church. 


Here  is  a  partial  group  of  the  75  shepherds  at  Southside.  as  they  planned  their 
program.  Chairmen  are  Mrs.  Callie  Johnson  and  Mrs  Myrtie Mae  Foster,  (photo  by 
Ronald  Dee  Stark.  Southside  member) 


Southside  Church.  Monroe,  has 
initiated  a  program  of  Shepherd’s 
Neighborhood  Concern.  This  program 
which  has  proved  popular  and  effective 
in  many  congregations,  has  been 
carefully  organized  at  Southside.  with 
the  membership  divided  into  75  areas 
and  each  area  headed  by  a  “shepherd" 
with  not  more  than  10  families  in  the 
flock.  Each  shepherd  will  keep  in  touch 
by  telephone  and  visitation  as  well  as  by 
correspondence  with  these  families. 

The  Rev  Lea  Joyner,  Pastor,  says  that 
some  of  the  groups  have  neighborhood 
coffees  and  prayer  groups,  others  share 
on  the  telephone.  And  it  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  shepherd  to  call  the 

LIC  to  hold  conferen 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
will  sponsor  a  one-dav  workshop  on  “The 
Positive  Use  of  Television  by  the 
Church."  according  to  an  announcement 
from  Executive  Director  James  L. 
Stovall.  The  workshop  is  scheduled  in 
connection  with  the  Annual  Assembly  of 
the  LIC  in  Shreveport  on  January  11. 
1977.  and  will  be  in  progress  from  10:30 
A  M.  to  4:15  P.M.  on  that  day.  The 
Assembly  of  LIC  meets  January  11-12. 

Father  Dick  Greene.  Director  of 
Communications  for  the  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Lafayette,  and  the  Rev,  Jim 
Moore,  Associate  Pastor  of  First  Church. 
Shreveport  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
workshop  Other  resource  persons 
include  the  Rev.  Bob  Robertson.  Church 
Resource  Systems,  Dallas.  Texas;  Dr  D. 

L  Dykes  and  the  Rev  Carl  Rhoads,  of 
Shreveport. 

Pineville  studies  tht 


church  office  when  an  illness  in  his  group 
is  known  This  applies,  also,  to  deaths, 
other  problems,  and  the  myriad  needs 
among  people 

Miss  Joyner  notes  that  this  “.  .  .  lay 
organization  grew  out  of  the  tremendous 
need  of  the  church  for  a  second  minister 
and  other  workers.  The  people  who  are 
serving  as  shepherds  feel  a  sense  of 
dedication  to  God  and  others.  For  this 
reason,  we  feel  that  it  will  be  a  great  help 
to  the  entire  church 

i  Other  churches  in  our  Louisiana 
Conference  have  similar  programs.  If 
you  would  like  to  share  your  experiences, 
please  write  to  this  newspaper  > 


^e,  workshop 

The  Annual  Assembly  of  LIC,  in  its 
two-dav  meeting,  will  have  as  a  highlight 
a  “Festival  of  Faith."  sponsored  by  the 
organization,  and  by  ministers’  groups 
and  churches  in  the  Shreveport 
community.  This  Festival  is  scheduled  to 
be  held  at  the  Civic  Theater  in 
Shreveport  at  7:30  P.M  on  January  11, 
1977  Many  persons  will  participate,  and 
the  Grambling  State  University  Choir  is 
slated  to  sing  Other  meetings  of  the 
Assembly  will  be  in  First  Church 
Activities  Building.  This  will  be  for 
Assembly  members,  delegates  and 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

Persons  wishing  to  attend  the 
television  workshop  should  write  to  the 
Rev  James  Stovall.  LIC.  440  North 
Foster  Drive.  Suite  220,  Baton  Rouge.  La 
70806. 

Gospel  of  Mark 


Robert  Ed  Taylor.  Chaplain  and  Chairman  of  CentenarvCollege's  Department  of 
Religion,  recently  led  a  three-dav  study  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark  at  First  Church. 
Pineville. 

The  Rev  Beverly  E.  Bond.  Pastor,  reports  a  larger  than  anticipated  group 
participated,  with  some  coming  from  surrounding  towns.  One  of  the  sessions  is 
pictured 


Moncriffe  Sisters  sing  at  Hartzell-Shiloh  Women's  Day. 


What  can  churches  of  80  members  and 
less  do  for  the  church,  through  the 
church?  Hartzell-Shiloh  Circuit  on  the 
Bafon  Rouge  District  set  out  to 
accomplish  something  special,  and  they 
succeeded ! 

The  women  have  to  be  given  the  first 
acclaim,  because  of  their  Women’s  Day 
Program  which  they  celebrated,  using 
the  theme  “Women  Today  —  A  Better 
Church  Tomorrow.”  Mrs.  Fannie  P. 
Weston  spoke  to  the  capacity 
congregation,  and  special  music  was 
furnished  by  the  Moncriffe  Sisters,  with 
the  church  choir  assisting.  The  Rev. 
Freddie  C.  Henry,  pastor,  reports  that 
the  women  raised  a  total  of  $932.  and 


noted  "...  it  was  certainly  a  church 
effort  in  which  all  persons  labored  to 
make  it  a  worthwhile  venture  .  .  ." 

Not  to  be  “outdone,"  and  because  they, 
also,  wanted  to  make  a  special 
contribution,  men  of  Shiloh  celebrated  a 
Men’s  Day  Program  in  which  the  Rev. 
W  T,  Miller,  of  Hughes  Church  shared  a 
message  of  faith.  Shiloh,  the  smaller  of 
the  two  churches,  continued  the  flow  of 
success  by  having  a  record  group,  and 
with  a  membership  of  less  than  60.  $500 
contribution  was  reported.  Goal  of  the 
church  is  to  erect  a  new  structure, 
increase  membership  and  broaden  the 
scope  of  ministry  to  the  community, 
according  to  Mr.  Henderson 


Shelby  Smith. 
Board  Chairman, 
(left)  and  Founda 
tion  Director  Clyde 
S.  Clark  (right)  re 
ceive 
Harold  Longfellow 
papers  certifying 
gift  of  valuable 
land. 


Through  the  generous  gift  of  Reverend 
and  Mrs,  Harold  W.  Longfellow  of  the 
Wynn  Church  of  Shreveport,  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  is  the 
owner  of  one  acre  of  beautiful  land 
situated  high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  of 
Colorado.  The  parcel  of  iand  is  located 
about  30  miles  west  of  Colorado  Springs 
near  Divide.  Colorado.  The  location 
presents  a  fascinating  view  of  the  back 
side  of  Pike’s  Peak,  and  is  well  supplied 
with  beautiful  pine  and  blue  spruce  trees. 

From  the  beginning.  Reverend  Mr. 


Are  your  high 
school  students 
“distinguished”? 

Pastors  who  have  received  brochures 
regarding  listing  of  high  school  students 
in  the  “The  Society  of  Distinguished 
American  High  School  Students”  are 
reminded  that  the  deadline  is  December 
24.  1976.  r 

This  Society  states  that  there  is 
absolutely  no  financial  obligation 
involved,  and  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
seeking  out  deserving,  worthy  students 
who  are  active  members  in  the  life  of 
their  church  and  community.  In  every 
case,  the  student  must  also  maintain  a 
high  academic  average.  Seniors  become 
eligible  for  scholarships  to  a  number  of 
outstanding  colleges. 

Sophomores,  juniors  and  seniors  are 
eligible  for  listing,  and  the  number  is 
determined  by  the  size  of  each  church. 
Students  who  think  they  might  qualify 
should  contact  their  pastor:  pastors 
should  consider  thoughtfully  those 
students  in  their  churches  who  make  a 
real  and  lasting  contribution 


Longfellow  has  been  excited  about  the 
possibilities  of  the  Foundation  and  its 
work  in  Louisiana.  Therefore,  he  wanted 
to  be  among  those  who  have  made  a 
significant  gift  to  the  Foundation  in  the 
first  year  of  its  history 
His  gift  of  land  has  been  appraised  at 
$6,000.  No  decision  has  been  made 
relative  to  the  disposition  of  this 
Colorado  real  estate.  The  Director  of  the 
Foundation  will  be  glad  to  discuss  the 
sale  of  this  beautiful  homesite  with 
interested  parties. 


Bishop  Shamblin  heads 
curriculum  committee 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has  been 
elected  to  a  four-year  term  as  chairman 
of  the  Curriculum  Resources  Committee 
of  the  general  church.  The  41-member 
committee,  charged  with  developing 
curriculum  for  our  denomination,  held 
its  organizational  meeting  in  Nashville  in 
early  December 

The  committee  has  approved  several 
curriculum  descriptions,  including  an 
elective  unit  for  older  elementary 
children,  a  revised  adult  series,  and  a 
series  for  senior  high  UMY  groups 

Thomas  Rowe 

News  has  been  received  of  the  death  of 
Thomas  H.  Rowe,  who  served  the  Cross 
Roads  and  Holly  Springs  churches  in  the 
Shreveport  District.  A  lay  pastor,  he  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  whose  address  is 
3451  Lorraine.  Shreveport  71107.  Mr 
Rowe’s  death  came  on  December  5. 
following  an  extended  illness.  Sincere 
sympathy  is  extended  the  family. 


Important! 

Minister’s  Emergency  Fund  payments  due 

The  Cabinet  wishes  to  remind  all  ministers  of  the  Conference  that  payments 
to  the  Minister’s  Emergency  Fund  are  due  before  January  8.  1977.  It  is 
important  for  all  ministers  to  get  these  in  prior  to  that  time 
This  is  a  brotherhood  fund  to  which  all  ministers  contribute  in  order  to  help 
those  who  have  illness  or  other  emergencies  which  exceed  what  normal 
resources  can  cover.  The  Cabinet  administers  the  fund:  and  there  is  a 
maximum  amount  which  can  be  granted 
The  amount  contributed  is  based  on  one-half  of  one  per  cent  ( 1/2  of  1% )  of  the 
Pastor’s  Base  Salary.  In  other  words,  the  minister  whose  base  salary  is  $9500 
would  pay  $47.50. 

Bvrl  Moreland,  Cabinet  Secretary,  indicates  that  ministers  always  respond 
well  to  this  responsibility.  At  the  same  time,  he  reminds  them  that  the  deadline 
is  near.  Remember,  get  in  your  payments  BEFORE  JANUARY  8' 
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%  *  ]uke\  Shreveport 

continues  to  grow 


More  than  thirty  years  ago  a  very  dear  friend  shared  with  me^  very  personal 
and  beautiful  experience  that  she  had  with  her  grandson.  Ohe  day  this  small 
boy’s  tear-streaked  face  was  pressed  so  tightly  against  the  windowpane  that  his 


Ground  Breaking  Ceremony  at  St.  Luke's :  the  picture  shows  some  of  the  building 
committee  and  these  children  -  Kim  Chase.  Caroline  Colgin.  Laurie  Patterson. 
Laura  Hardy.  Kathryn  Chase.  Marshall  Brooks,  and  Christy  Taylor. 


St.  Luke’s  Church.  Shreveport,  has 
begun  a  building  program  as  an  addition 
to  their  present  physical  property,  and 
ground  breaking  services  were  held 
recently. 

Since  the  new  addition  is  an 
educational  wing,  it  was  appropriate  that 
the  ceremonies  were  held  following  the 
Sunday  School  session  so  that  children 
could  take  part. 

A  master  plan  for  an  expanded  church 


has  been  drawn  by  a  local  architect,  and 
the  new  education  building  is  expected  to 
cost  approximately  $125,000.  including 
refurbishing  of  the  present  area.  The  new 
wing  will  add  some  3,500  square  feet. 

Pledges  have  been  secured  to  cover  the 
repayment  of  the  loan  as  well  as  to  allow 
St.  Luke’s  to  increase  its  benevolent 
program  and  its  own  program  of  multi¬ 
services.  The  Rev.  James  Poole  is 
pastor. 


j  Bishop's  Message  j 

I 

already  stubby  nose  was  mashed  flat,  and  it  seemed  as  if  tears  on  the  inside  P 
were  running  races  with  the  rain  on  the  outside.  He  moved  only  long  enough  to  « 
ask  again,  “Grandmother,  when  will  Christmas  come?”  | 

Grandmother  was  slow  to  answer.  The  small  boy  clutched  in  his  hand  a  letter  % 
from  his  daddy.  It  said  that  Daddy  would  likely  be  home  for  Christmas.  Gaily  ^ 
they  had  counted  the  months,  weeks,  and  days,  marking  them  off  the  calendar  v 
with  a  red  crayon  as  they  passed.  But  this  was  December,  1944,  and  Daddy  at  \ 
that  moment  was  somewhere  in  that  long-remembered  “Battle  of  the  Bulge  “  } 
Those  were  things  the  small  boy  did  not  know  and  could  not  comprehend  if  he  2 
had  known.  £. 

The  grandmother  turned  the  small  boy's  question  over  carefully  in  her  mind,  a 
searching  for  an  answer  that  “would  do,”  one  that  would  not  add  a  new  torrent  I 
of  tears.  Slowly  she  reached  for  her  Bible  and  gathered  the  little  boy  in  her  lap.  f 
“Let’s  read  about  the  first  Christmas,”  she  said,  as  she  started  to  read  from  the  2 
second  chapter  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Luke.  P 

Just  the  reading  of  it  gave  her  a  comfort  that  she  could  give  to  the  small  boy.  g 
So  few  people  recognized  Christmas  when  it  came  on  that  long  ago  starlit  night  \ 

,  and  when  it  did  come,  it  came  to  those  who  accepted  it  on  faith.  The  shepherds  £ 
^  were  simple  folks  like  her  and  her  grandson,  with  homes,  and  worries  and  £ 
n  fears.  But  they  heard  the  angel’s  voice  with  the  message  of  God’s  Son.  and  when  P 
they  believed.  “The  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round  about  them  "  * 

Suddenly  she  gathered  the  small  boy  close,  as  she  closed  the  book.  Then  | 
speaking  to  him,  but  really  more  to  herself,  she  said.  “Son,  there  are  two  ways  f 
of  looking  at  Christmas;  one  is  a  date  on  a  calendar,  and  this  is  what  we  have  jjf 
been  doing  as  we  marked  off  the  days,  waiting  and  hoping.  But  there  is  another  P 
way,  and  that  is  as  an  experience  or  a  way  of  living,  and  this  is  timeless.  If  we  » 
look  at  Christmas  in  this  way,  it  does  not  have  any  reference  to  a  calendar  or  a  * 
festival.  It  is  to  be  found  whenever  man  seeks  God’s  Kingdom.  Holding  her 
grandson  real  close,  but  really  speaking  to  her  own  heart,  she  said,  "You  might 
say  Christmas  is  a  spirit." 

I  hope  and  pray  that  each  of  us  and  all  of  us.  may  find  it  so.  even  now 
Sincerely, 


J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


Pine  Grove  builds 
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Pine  Grove  Church,  on  the  Ruston  District,  broke  ground  for  a  new  sanctuary  in 
mid-November,  according  to  District  Superintendent  Ed  Thomas.  Plans  have  been 
made  to  begin  construction  at  an  early  date,  while  the  members  are  presently 
worshipping  in  the  Church  School  Building. 

The  picture  shows  some  of  the  persons  who  took  part  in  the  groundbreaking 
ceremonies.  In  the  foreground  are  Ed  Gulley.  District  Lay  Leader  Hugh  Dunn, 
local  church  Lay  Leader;  the  Rev.  Paul  Reger.  Pastor  at  Pine  Grove  and  A  P. 
Monginzo.  Chairman  of  the  Trustees. 

Southside  initiates 
shepherd’s  program 
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•%v.  Editorials 

We  should  seek  to  insure  human 
rights  everywhere --including  USSR 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  17.  1976 


All  adults  should  try  ‘Living Bible’ series 

.EBECCA  LAMAR  HARMON  cneh  ac  Phrictmac  and  Factor  A  :r  _ „i  .1 _  1 _  _  ....  . 


Many  denominational  and  ecumenical 
groups  have  passed  resolutions  in  recent 
years  which  protest  the  violation  of 
human  rights  in  specific  countries.  These 
groups  have  been  the  frequent  target  of 
criticism  —  not  because  they  condemn 
human  rights  violations  but  because  they 
single  out  some  violations  and  seem  to 
ignore  others  (seeTM/UMR.  Dec.  3). 

If  there  was  ever  a  reason  for 
American  Christians  to  remain  silent 
about  human  oppression  in  communist- 
controlled  countries,  that  reason  was 
nullified  by  the  Helsinki  Agreement  of 
1975.  Nations  which  signed  that 
agreement  —  including  the  United 
States,  Canada,  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
Soviet-bloc  nations  of  Eastern  Europe  — 
commited  themselves  to  provide  their 
citizens  with  freedom  of  religion, 
movement,  thought  and  conscience. 

A  novel  way 
to  reach  out  to 
inactive  members 

Nearly  all  churches  carry  the  names  of 
a  substantial  number  of  inactive 
members  on  their  rolls.  How  to 
reactivate  inactive  members  poses  a 
continuing  dilemma. 

The  Roman  Catholic  bishop  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee  recently  ‘‘went 
public”  in  his  efforts  to  relate  to  inactive 
Catholics,  and  his  innovation  appears  to 
have  been  a  marked  success  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  The  bishop 
invited  inactive  members  to  a  ‘‘service 
of  reconciliation”  in  a  public  coliseum, 
absolved  those  who  attended  of  their 
sins,  and  led  them  in  a  service  of  Holy 
Communion. 

More  than  11,000  persons  attended. 
Only  time  will  tell  how  many  of  those 
'involved  will  become  active  again  and 
how  many  will  revert  to  their  inactive 
ways.  Our  guess  is  that  a  substantial 
number  of  persons  will  become 
genuinely  more  involved  in  living  out 
their  faith  as  a  result  of  this  experience. 

We  believe  this  is  a  model  for  relating 
to  inactive  church  members  that  groups 
of  churches  might  do  well  to  consider  in 
many  of  our  cities.  The  idea  of  a  ‘‘new 
start”  is  inherently  appealing  to  human 
beings.  Offering  people  such  an 
opportunity  on  a  large,  public  scale 
appeals  to  the  human  instinct  to  be  a  part 
of  something  big  and  different.  And  it 
would  be  easier  for  a  person  to  lay  his 
Christian  inactivity  on  the  altar  in  a 
company  of  many  kindred  sinners  than 
to  do  so  in  isolation. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Redondo  Beach,  Calif. 

With  this  issue  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  from  the  Riviera  UMC  in 
Redondo  Beach.  California  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference) . 

The  Riviera  edition  will  be  mailed  each 
week  to  550  member  families.  This  con¬ 
gregation  joins  more  than  200  other  local 
churches  which  receive  TM/UMR 
editions  each  week  with  their  local 
news  printed  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  general  church  news. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Redondo  Beach 
we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  church  paper  informative, 
and  that  you  will  join  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  ‘‘Letters  to 
the  Editor"  and  other  reader-response 
columns. 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  The  Texas 
Methodist  or  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter.” 
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It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  many 
Christians  and  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union 
and  other  communist-controlled  nations 
in  Eastern  Europe  are  persecuted  today 
because  of  their  beliefs.  It  is  also  known 
that  the  governments  of  these  nations  are 
increasingly  sensitive  to  world  opinion. 
This  sensitivity  will  be  heightened 
between  now  and  mid-1977  when  the  first 
review  conference  of  the  35  Helsinki 
Agreement  signers  is  held  in  Yugoslavia. 

We  believe  that  individual  Christians 
and  Christian  groups  should  become 
familiar  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Helsinki  Agreement.  And  we  in  this 
country  should  bring  our  influence  to 
bear  on  our  government  to  insist  that  the 
human  rights  provisions  of  the  Helsinki 
Agreement  are  kept  by  all  signatory 
nations.  We  can  make  our  influence  felt 
by  passing  resolutions  of  concern  and  by 
writing  letters  to  our  leaders  in  the 
legislative  and  executive  branches  of 
government.  Russian  scientist  and  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  winner  Andrei  Sakharov 
was  quoted  last  week  as  saying:  “It  is 
only  the  Christians  of  America  that  can 
liberate  the  Jews  of  the  USSR”  (see 
TM/UMR,  Dec.  10). 

When  church  historians  of  the  future 
write  about  the  day  in  which  we  live,  we 
hope  the  record  will  show  that  Christians 
in  the  1970’s  stood  consistently  against 
human  tyranny  and  on  the  side  of  human 
freedom  —  whether  the  issue  was  civil 
rights  for  blacks  in  this  country, 
majority  rule  in  Rhodesia  and  South 
Africa,  freedom  of  speech  in  Korea,  or 
freedom  to  exercise  one’s  religion 
without  penalty  in  the  Soviet  Union. 


By  REBECCA  LAMAR  HARMON 

In  September,  1973  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  added  to  its 
adult  church  school  material  a  new 
course  entitled,  “Our  Living  Bible 
Series.”  This  is  a  study  of  the  entire  Bible 
in  a  twelve  book  series.  The  study  covers 
three  years  and  the  lesson  material, 
issued  quarterly,  consists  of  a  student 
book  for  each  member  of  the  class  and  a 
teacher  book  for  each  teacher. 

Many  months  were 
required  in  prep¬ 
aration  for  this 
study  material.  It 
was  done  under  the 
aegis  of  Dr.  Ewart  G. 

Watts,  editor  of 
Church  School 
Publications.  Work¬ 
ing  with  him  were  Mrs.  Harmon 
other  editors,  illustrators  and  the 
persons  responsible  for  the  subject 
material.  Each  quarter’s  subject  matter 
was  composed  by  a  different  writer  — 
every  writer  carefully  selected  for 
competence  as  a  scholar.  There  was,  of 
course,  a  diversity  of  interpretation,  but 
all  were  committed  to  the  task  of  giving 
to  the  average  church  school  member  the 
great  truths  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in 
simple  language,  with  the  overriding 
purpose  of  applying  this  entire  study  to 
our  present  lives. 

It  should  be  emphasized  that  this  is  a 
study  for  lay  persons.  The  Teacher  Book 
is  designed  for  the  average  church  school 
teacher,  with  two  sets  of  lesson  plans: 
one  for  the  lecture  method,  and  the  other 
for  discussions,  panels,  etc. 

These  lessons  are  undated,  and  this 
gives  the  advantage  of  being  able  to 
suspend  the  study  for  special  occasions 


such  as  Christmas  and  Easter.  Also,  if 
one  lesson  proves  to  contain  more 
subject  matter  than  can  be  covered  in 
one  session,  the  undated  feature  permits 
a  class  to  continue  that  lesson  on  the  next 
Sunday  without  disrupting  any  sort  of 
timetable. 

The  study  begins  with  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles;  then  it  moves  back  to  the 
Creation  and  on  through  the  rest  of  the 
Bible. 

I  think  I  can  best  express  my 
enthusiasm  for  this  course  by  giving  you 
my  own  experience  from  the  time  the 
series  started.  I  have  been  personally 
involved  in  teaching  two  adult  classes, 
each  large  and  composed  of  both  men 
and  women. 

The  first  class  represents  a  valuable 
part  of  what  we  shall  call  the  backbone  of 
our  church.  Almost  everyone  in  it  is  on  a 
first  name  basis;  they  have  been 
together  from  childhood.  When  this  study 
was  first  proposed  to  them,  there  was  a 
great  reluctance  to  take  up  something  so 
new.  There  was  even  hostility  in  certain 
instances.  Then  some  of  us  bargained 
with  them,  “If  you  will  agree  to  try  this 
innovation  for  one  quarter,  and  if  at  the 
end  of  the  quarter  you  do  not  like  it,  we 
will  not  speak  of  the  subject  again."  As  it 
turned  out,  they  loved  it  —  but  “strictly 
on  a  lecture  method  basis,”  they  insisted. 
But  would  you  believe  it,  there  have  been 
several  occasions  when  about  ten  were 
clamoring  to  speak,  so  interested  they 
became. 

Most  of  the  members,  it  appears,  study 
their  lesson  material  ahead  of  time  as 
they  should.  But,  of  course,  some  never 
do.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  what  may  be 
termed  a  well-trained  Bible  scholar  in 
the  class,  but  when  one  begins  to  talk  of 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Christians  must  abandon  prejudice 


To  the  Editor 

In  a  recent  letter  a  young  friend  writes, 

“.  .  .  the  good  people  of  _ ’s 

(name  of  town  ommitted  to  protect  the 
guilty)  First  United  Methodist  voted  to 
walk  out  if  ever  a  black  walked  in  on  the 
Sunday  service.” 

Incredibly,  this  prejudice  still 
separates  and  blinds  part  of  the  Christian 
community.  The  Bible  specifically  states 
that  “God  has  no  favorites”  (NEB,  Acts 
10:34-35,  Rom.  6:9-10),  and  admonishes 
us  “ .  .  .  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men, 
especially  unto  them  who  are  of  the 
household  of  faith”  (KJ.  Gal.  6:10). 

The  non-Christian  wonders,  and  rightly 
so,  how  we  can  say  all  people  are 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  in  one 
breath  and  then  in  the  next  declare  that 
blacks  (or  yellows  or  reds  or  whoever) 
are  not  acceptable  in  our  houses  of 
worship.  Can  you  picture  Jesus  standing 
at  the  door  of  a  sanctuary  saying, 
“Sorry,  no  blacks  allowed.  Worship  with 
your  own  race.” 

This  letter  is  not  intended  as  a 
judgment  (I  am  quite  aware  that  the 
scripture  “For  all  have  sinned,  and  come 
short  of  the  glory  of  God”  —  K.J.,  Rom. 
3:23  —  includes  me),  but  as  a  plea  for 
God’s  people  to  forget  color  and  listen  to 
the  heartbeat  under  the  skin. 

The  secular  world  always  seems  to  be 
examining  and  exposing  our  flaws; 
perhaps  this  is  because  some  of  our  flaws 
have  been  and  are  so  obvious  — 
congregational  fighting,  racial  bigotry, 
inter-denominational  feuding. 

My  prayer  during  this  Advent  season  is 
that  we  will  allow  Jesus  to  unite  us  in  His 
love  and  enable  us  to  embrace  all  of 
God's  people  Then  maybe  the  world 
might  believe  that  we  mean  what  we  say. 

Jeanne  Joyce 
Palestine,  Texas 

Not  all  bishops  agree 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  a  joy  to  read  the  statement 

On  the 


issued  by  the  bishops  of  our  church 
calling  for  an  end  to  the  senseless 
slaughter  made  through  capital 
punishment  laws  in  our  nation 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  26).  However,  it  is 
obvious  that  not  all  bishops  hold  to  this 
view,  as  noted  in  a  recent  article  by 
Bishop  Cannon  of  the  North  and  South 
Georgia  Conferences  printed  in 
“Methodist  Observer,”  a  periodical  from 
the  Methodist  fringe. 

Charles  Stopford 

Mayo,  Florida 

Extend  concern  to  unborn 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  the  Council  of 
Bishops  for  their  recent  stand  against 
capital  punishment  (TM/UMR,  Nov.  26), 
Certainly  “any  government  undermines 
its  moral  authority  when  it  presumes 
upon  the  prerogatives  of  God  by  taking 
human  life  in  response  to  criminal 
deeds,"  as  the  bishops  have  stated  I 

shall  write  the  .  president-elect 

concerning  the  need  for  him  to  grant 
clemency  to  the  over  400  individuals  qn 
“death  rows.” 

However,  this  year  approximately  1 
million  unborn  babies  will  be  killed  in 
these  United  States  through  abortions. 
We  are  all  aware  that  our  lives  as  human 
beings  started  when  the  sperm  of  our 
father  fertilized  the  egg  of  our  mother. 
We  know  further  that  the  destruction  of 
our  beings  anytime  following  that 
conception  would  have  meant  —  as  it  still 
means  —  our  death!  Can  we,  then,  as 
Christians  seek  to  preserve  the  lives  of 
some  human  beings  while  denying  it  for 
others:  i.e.  the  unborn.  Should  not  all 
human  beings  have  the  right  to  life? 
Therefore,  on  behalf  of  the  unborn  —  who 
are  the  most  helpless  group  in  our  society 
—  I  respectfully  call  upon  the  bishops  of 
United  Methodist  Church,  her  clergy, 
and  laity  to  petition  President-elect 
Carter  and  our  legislators  to  extend 

TM/UMR  Beat 


Do  we  tell  you  more  about 
faith  than  you  want  to  know? 


Mr.  Dunnam 

A  pastor  told  me  recently  that  a 
number  of  his  members  didn’t  like 
receiving  TM/UMR  because  “it  seems  to 
tell  them  more  about  the  church  and 
religion  than  they  want  to  know.” 

I  learned  long  ago  that  editors  are 
supposed  to  develop  skin  as  thick  as 
leather,  and  that  an  editor  cannot 
function  effectively  if  he  is  constantly  on 
the  defensive. 

I  am  prepared  to  accept  the  fact  that 
many  United  Methodists  do  not  enjoy 
much  of  what  they  read  about  the  church 
and  the  current  state  of  religion  in  the 
world.  I  am  braced  for  some  of  our 
readers  to  disagree  with  most  any 
editorial  position  we  take.  I  am  resigned 
to  the  fact  that  what  we  include,  or  omit, 
from  a  given  issue  of  the  paper  is  always 
subject  to  the  critical  appraisal  of  our 
readers. 

But  I  must  confess  that  I  find  it  hard  to 
understand  or  accept  an  attitude  which 
says:  “I  am  not  interested  in  knowing 
how  our  church  is  getting  on  with  God’s 
business  in  the  world.” 

From  the  beginning,  people  who  have 
claimed  the  name  “Methodist”  have 
been  marked  by  global  interests  as  well 
as  local  interests.  John  Wesley  set  the 
tone  for  our  understanding  of  Christian 
responsibility  with  his  assertion  “The 
world  is  my  parish.”  This  tradition  has 
been  carried  forward  and  developed  by 
our  “connectional”  system  —  which 
relates  every  church  to  every  other 
church  to  carry  out  a  world  wide 
mission.  What  we  do  in  our  sanctuaries 
and  our  church  school  classes  has 
importance  of  its  own.  But  we  are  also 
directly  involved  in  mission  activities 
nationally  and  across  the  globe.  Every 
person  who  makes  a  contribution  to  his 


local  church  also  contributes  to  this 
larger  sphere  of  involvement. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  conceive  a 
Christian  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition  not 
wanting  to  maintain  an  awareness  of  our 
church’s  involvement  in  the  world.  If  we 
are  to  “feed  the  hungry.”  we  need  to 
know  where  hunger  exists,  what  can  be, 
and  what  is  being  done  about  it.  If  we  are 
to  proclaim  God’s  Word  to  those  who 
have  not  heard  it,  we  need  to  know  about 
the  different  channels  which  are 
available  for  our  use.  If  we  are  to 
permeate  society  with  Christian  values, 
we  need  to  know  what  Christian  people 
are  thinking  and  saying  about  specific 
issues.  Such  an  awareness  can  be  gained 
from  many  sources,  but  none  is  more 
immediate  and  more  regular  than  a 
church  newspaper. 

We  know  that  environment  plays  a 
significant  role  in  shaping  who  and  what 
we  are.  We  all  consume  hundreds  of 
different  messages  each  day  from  our 
environment  —  via  the  various  forms  of 
public  media  —  the  vast  majority  of 
which  have  little  or  no  religious 
orientation.  A  church  newspaper  is  one 
medium  which  seeks  to  bring  a  Christian 
perspective  to  bear  on  the  issues  of  our 
day,  and  to  broaden  our  awareness  of 
what  Christians  are  doing  —  or  should  be 
doing  —  to  live  out  their  faith  in  Christ. 

Viewed  from  this  perspective,  I  believe 
most  United  Methodists  would  look  upon 
receiving  a  weekly  summary  of  religious 
news  as  a  blessing  rather  than  a  bother. 
If  I  felt  that  four  pages  of  news  each  week 
was  “more  about  the  church  and  religion 
than  I  want  to  know,”  I  think  I  would  ask 
myself  whether  or  not  I  was  as  interested 
in  living  and  sharing  my  faith  as  I  should 


be. 


-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


protection  to  all  human  beings:  unborn 
as  well  as  born.  For  certainly  any 
government  undermines  its  moral 
authority  when  it  presumes  upon  the 
prerogatives  of  God  by  taking  human 
life! 

Furthermore,  I  respectfully  call  upon 
all  United  Methodists  to  lead  the  way  in 
beginning  to  accept  responsibility  for 
one’s  own  actions.  For  with  the 
possibility  of  voluntary  vasectomies  and 
tubule  ligations,  there  is  no  reason  for 
anyone  to  have  unwanted  children. 

William  W.  Moore 
Springfield,  Missouri 

Too  bad  .  .  . 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  too  bad  the  United  Methodist 
bishops  weren’t  able  to  issue  a  call  for 
clemency  for  Annanias  and  his  wife 
Sapphira,  who  received  the  death 
penalty  for  breaking  a  promise. 

Frank  D.  Connett  Jr. 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri 

Ministers  quota  not  met 
by  Global  Ministries  board 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  astonished  to  read  that  Bishop 
Frederick  Wertz,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  would  openly 
espouse  the  quota  system,  when  indeed 
his  own  board  does  not  observe  it 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  5). 

Paragraph  1512.3  in  the  1976 
“Discipline”  states  the  proper  quota 
divisions  of  membership  on  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  application  of  that 
paragraph  indicates  that  only  the 
category  of  the  clergy  is  short  on  the 
board.  All  the  other  groups  have  more 
than  their  legal  minimum,  but  the  clergy 
were  left  substantially  short.  Ministers 
have  been  reduced  to  a  bare  minimum  of 
one-fourth,  but  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  does  not  even  want  to  observe 
that! 

Apparently  all  we  have  done  in  our 
church  is  to  create  new  minorities, 
practice  fresh  discrimination  against 
new  groups  and  shift  our  bigotries  a 
little.  Why  discriminate  against 
preachers?  Their  quota  is  small  enough 
to  begin  with.  Let  them  have  the 
minimum  the  law  allows. 

I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  Bishop 
Crutchfield  when  he  says  that  the  quota 
system  “has  served  its  day,  is  outmoded, 
and  should  be  discarded.”  Obviously, 
“the  quota  system  has  become  counter¬ 
productive”  and  is  the  source  of  new 
discrimination  and  tension.  Could  not 
President  Wertz  and  his  board  practice 
what  they  so  righteously  preach? 

Estrella  Hernandez 
Pasadena,  Texas 

Amen  to  editorial! 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  now  my  turn  to  say  Amen!  to  your 
especially  edifying  editorial  of  Dec.  3, 
“Attack  on  ‘institutions’  comes  from  one¬ 
sided  view  of  history.”  It  is  so  fairly  and 
well  stated.  I  only  wish  it  could  be 
reprinted  in  all  the  newspapers  of  the 
U.S.A.  Thank  you! 

Florence  Teising 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 


spiritual  things,  they  know  their  way 
around  and  together  we  manage  in  a  fine 
way  to  hammer  out  the  application  of 
each  lesson  to  the  living  of  our  days. 

This  class  recently  completed  the 
entire  three-year  course,  and  we 
approached  the  end  of  this  study  with 
great  reluctance.  It  has  meant  so  much 
to  us  all.  Recently  one  lady  got  the  floor 
and  said,  “I  want  to  make  a  speech.  The 
greatest  thing  I’ve  learned  from  this 
study  is  how  woefully  ignorant  I  am 
about  my  Bible.  If  I  can  have  my  way,  I 
think  we  ought  to  start  the  course  all  over 
again.” 

The  other  class  I  refer  to  is  composed 
of  fortyish  people,  already  beginning  to 
assume  positions  of  leadership  in  our 
church  and  potential  for  more.  They  lost 
their  fine  husband-wife  teachers  when 
they  moved  away  from  our  area,  but  I 
consider  them  a  very  talented  group 
whose  members  do  not  mind  fighting  it 
out  among  themselves  as  to  beliefs  and 
ideas,  and  have  fun  doing  it.  It  became 
my  task  to  convince  them  that  they  could 
teach  themselves,  and  I  set  out  to  sell 
them  on  “Our  Living  Bible  Series.”  With 
my  theme  song,  “Church  School  is  not  a 
Spectator  Sport,”  I  taught  them  for  a 
month,  getting  them  to  take  assignments 
of  study  material  and,  of  course,  there 
came  about  the  expected  results.  One 
member  is  called  the  teacher,  but  most 
of  them  take  their  turn  at  teaching.  I 
should  say  that  for  a  period  they  decided 
to  study  a  much  talked  about 
controversial  book  and  left  the  series  for 
a  time.  They  then  resumed  their  study  of 


the  series  where  they  left  off  and  are 
having  a  wonderful  time  with  it  again. 

If  I  could  have  my  way,  every  church 
school  in  Methodism  would  give  this 
course  a  try.  When  you  read  over  the 
names  of  those  who  were  selected  to 
write  the  subject  matter,  you  find 
yourself  amazed  that  so  much  scholarly 
talent  could  be  assembled  in  one  course 
of  study,  and  all  with  the  capacity  to 
make  their  contribution  so  meaningful  to 
the  average  church  member  and  so 
applicable  to  the  kind  of  living  we  must 
do  if  we  are  to  live  as  Christians  in  this 
time  of  times.  It  is  truly  a  LIVING 
BIBLE  series. 

It  is  because  of  my  admiration  for  the 
“sound  scholarship  undergirding”  of  this 
course,  and  its  “fidelity  to  God’s  Word,” 
as  editor  Lon  A.  Spear  expresses  it,  as 
well  as  my  thorough  belief  in  its  efficacy 
that  I  enthusiastically  recommend  it  as 
an  outstanding  contribution,  by  these 
dedicated  editors,  to  the  adults  of 
Methodism. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are:  Rebecca 
Lamar  Harmon,  author  and  wife  of 
retired  bishop  Nolan  Harmon,  who 
resides  in  Atlanta,  Georgia;  Beverly 
Boche,  editor  of  TM/UMR's  Minnesota 
Conference  edition,  with  offices  in 
Minneapolis;  and  the  Rev.  Dan  Solomon, 
superintendent  of  the  Kerrville  District 
in  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference. 


Ways  to  minimize  tragedy  if  you 
choose  to  drink  over  holidays 


By  BEVERLY  BOCHE 

Let’s  face  it,  some  United  Methodists 
do  drink,  especially  at  the  holiday  sea¬ 
son,  although  for  many  it  is  the  most 
inappropriate  of  times  to  indulge  in  such 
activity.  Facing  the  reality  of  our  own  or 
of  a  friend’s  use  of  alcohol,  perhaps,  the 
least  one  can  do  is  to  educate  ourselves 
and  others  about  practices  which  tend  to 
minimize  the  abuse  and  the  tragedy  of 
such  beverages. 

What  can  we  do?  Persons  involved  in 
the  field  of  chemical  dependency  suggest 
that  if  we  choose  to  serve  alcohol  in  our 
homes  we  must  be  sure  that  other 
beverages  are  as  openly  and  attractively 
offered  as  the  alcoholic  ones.  In  other 
words,  don’t  put  the  “spiked”  punch  in 
the  crystal  bowl  and  the  Pepsi  Cola  in  a 
remote  corner  of  the  refrigerator. 

Mix  the  drinks  yourself,  or  ask  a  friend 
you  can  rely  on,  to  act  as  bartender.  In 
this  way  you  can  control  the  amount  of 
alcohol  which  goes  into  each  drink  and 
assure  that  the  amount  is  not  increased 
as  the  night  wears  on  and  guests  become 
less  able  to  regulate  their  own  behavior. 

Have  plenty  of  snack  foods  readily 
available  around  the  party  room  to  slow 
down  the  rate  of  absorption  of  alcohol 
into  the  body.  Make  sure  that  drinking  is 
not  the  primary,  or  only,  activity  of  your 
party.  People  do  like  to  do  other  things 

.  .  talk,  play  games,  sing  or  even  look  at 
home  movies. 

Close  the  bar  at  least  an  hour  before 
the  party  is  to  end  and  serve  food  and 
coffee  before  the  guests  leave. 

Don’t  let  anyone  who,  despite  your 
precautions,  may  have  become 
intoxicated  drive  himself  or  others  home. 
Arrange  for  a  ride.  If  the  person  does  not 
cooperate  take  the  car  keys  and  keep  him 
or  her  at  your  home  for  the  night.  In 
some  states  you  are  legally  responsible 
for  any  accident  or  damage  caused  by  a 
person  who  became  intoxicated  in  your 
home. 

Remember,  it’s  your  party.  You  set  the 
tone  and  make  the  rules.  If  your  guests 
leave  with  a  feeling  of  fun  and  fellowship 


which  they  can  still  have  in  the  morning, 
it  has  been  more  successful  than  just 
another  hangover.  Anyone  can  furnish 
that. 

United  Methodists  have  a  long  history 
of  concern  over  alcohol  in  our  society, 
and  rightly  so.  It  has  been,  for  many,  a 
destructive  force  in  their  lives.  If  you 
have  made  the  decision  to  drink  and  to 
serve  alcoholic  beverages  in  your  home 
you  don’t  have  to  be  a  “pusher”  to 
others.  You  can  be  a  responsible  person, 
a  Christian  who  still  heeds  the 
admonition,  “I  am  my  brother’s  keeper.” 
keeper.” 

Commercialism 
and  Christmas 

By  DAN  SOLOMON 

Maybe  I  am  mistakenly  informed,  but 
I  think  it  is  pointless  to  wring  our  hands 
over  the  commercialism  of  Christmas.  I 
have  no  particular  animosity  toward 
merchants  who  put  up  Christmas 
decorations  early  in  order  to  cash  in  on 
the  emotion  of  the  religious  festival  —  at 
least  not  any  more  so  than  other 
merchants  who  manufacture  crosses, 
bridal  gowns,  candles,  choir  robes,  pulpit 
gowns  and  even  religious  books. 

The  question  for  me  is  not 
commercialism  in  relation  to  religious 
tradition,  but  people  of  religious  tradition 
and  faith  in  their  relationship  to 
commercialism  of  any  variety.  It  may  be 
that  the  People  of  God  have  simply  been 
“outclassed”  by  merchants  who  are 
more  skillful  and  creative  in  their 
approach  to  a  religious  “Holy  Day”  than 
the  people  for  whom  that  “Holy  Day”  has 
been  established. 

All  of  which  brings  me  to  say  that  we 
may  well  spend  the  time  that  we  would 
have  invested  lamenting  the  current 
state  of  things  much  more  profitably  by 
giving  ourselves  joyously  and 
enthusiastically  to  activities  and  events 
which  hold  clearly  before  us  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Good  News  of  Christmas. 
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His  role  in  Christian  homes  makes  difference ,  TM/UMR  learns 
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What  do  Christians  tell 
children  about  Santa? 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

What  should  a  child  in  a  Christian 
home  be  told  about  Santa  Claus? 
TM/UMR  asked  that  question  of  seven 
theologians  and  Christian  educators 
and  received  the  following  advice: 

Lillian  Sills,  Christian  education 
director,  Dallas,  Tex.  —  “Santa  should 
never  be  presented  as  fact,  but  in  the 
same  way  you  tell  a  story.  It  should  be  a 
game.  When  a  child  asks  me  if  Santa  is 
real  I  ask  him,  ‘What  do  you  think?’  If  he 
pursues  the  question,  you  should  be 
direct  and  honest.” 

Charles  Milligan,  theology  professor. 
Denver,  Colo.  —  “I  see  nothing  wrong 
with  deception  when  playing  the  Santa 
game  with  children.  Deception  is  a  part 
of  most  games.  But  when  the  question  is 
asked  directly,  ‘Is  Santa  real?’,  answer 
truthfully.” 

Millie  Goodson,  Christian  educator, 
Atlanta,  Ga.  —  “I  think  we  should  be 
honest  and  tell  the  child  Santa  is  a  secret 
giver  and  that  people  who  give  in  love  are 
Santa  Claus.” 

Harriet  Miller,  theology  school 
professor,  Dayton,  Ohio  —  “Santa  should 
be  participated  in  as  a  story  by  the  whole 
family  and  not  used  as  a  trick  that  some 
members  play  on  others.  We  should  not 
push  our  adult  understanding  of  Santa  on 
children,  but  let  them  have  their  own 
understandings.” 

Dr.  Franklin  Dotts,  consultant/ 
coordinator  for  United  Methodist 
curriculum,  Nashville.  Tenn.  —  “I 
feel  there  is  a  Santa  Claus.  He  exists 
in  our  sharing  with  others.  I  believe  we 
can  be  truthful  with  our  children  when 
asked  and  say  there  is  no  person  such  as 
Santa  Claus.  But  we  also  need  to  point  out 
that  that  doesn’t  mean  there  is  no  Santa 
Claus.” 

Riley  Case,  Nurture  Committee 
chairman  for  the  Good  News  Movement, 
Union  City,  Ind.  —  “We  should  tell  them 
Santa  is  a  pretend  friend.  We  shouldn’t 
tell  them  he  is  real.” 


Howard  Harrod,  theology  professor, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  —  “The  cultural 
imperative  to  believe  in  Santa  Claus  is 
there.  Our  only  task  is  to  create  a 
countervailing  center  of  meaning  for  our 
celebration.” 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

There  was  a  time  when  Santa  stayed  at 
the  North  Pole  all  year  and  only  showed 
up  in  our  communities  on  Christmas 
Eve.  Now  he  arrives  at  Thanksgiving 
and  spends  most  of  a  month  as  patron 
saint  of  the  department  stores  —  urging 
everyone  to  spend  money  and  hawking 
photos  with  children. 

But  while  such  activities  raise  some 
questions  about  the  old  gentleman’s 
moral  integrity,  he  still  should  be  a 
welcomed  guest  in  Christian  homes, 
according  to  the  majority  of  United 
Methodist  theologians  and  Christian 
educators  TM/UMR  talked  to  recently. 

Most  thought  Santa  Claus  could  be 
either  a  good  or  a  bad  part  of  the 
celebration  of  Christmas  in  a  Christian 
home,  depending  on  the  role  each  family 
gives  him. 

“The  Santa  myth  is  wholesome  in  some 
homes  and  not  wholesome  in  others,” 
said  Dr.  Charles  Milligan,  professor  of 
the  philosophy  of  religion  at  the  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver,  Colo.  “It 
all  depends  on  how  the  myth  is 
interpreted  and  used  by  the  individual 
family.”  He  said  he  finds  nothing  “anti- 
Christian”  in  Santa  celebration,  but  feels 
the  Santa  myth  is  sometimes 
“exaggerated”  by  families  in  a  way 
which  makes  Christ  no  longer  “central  to 
the  celebration.” 

He  said  Santa  is  a  good  “Christmas 
game”  and  there  is  no  reason  not  to  take 
part  in  it  as  long  as  it  remains  a  “game, 
played  in  a  spirit  of  fun  and  joy,  rather 
than  something  serious.  ’ ' 

Dr.  Harriett  Miller,  professor  at  United 
School  of  Theology  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 


agrees.  “I  don’t  see  that  participating  in 
the  Santa  myth  detracts  from  seeing 
God’s  gift,”  she  said.  “Santa  is  an 
important  experience  for  children.  The 
Santa  story  teaches  them  something 
about  giving  and  receiving  which  is  a 
part  of  Christ’s  message.  As  they  grow, 
however,  parents  need  to  help  them  see 
that  the  whole  Christmas  message  is 
broader  than  Santa’s  message." 

But  when  a  family  celebrates  both  the 
coming  of  Santa  and  the  coming  of  Jesus, 
won’t  children  confuse  the  two? 

“Undoubtedly,”  says  Mrs.  Lillian  Sills, 
Christian  education  director  for  children 
from  birth  to  six-years-old  at  the 
Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dallas.  “No 
matter  how  carefully  we  help  them  sort  it 
out,  the  confusion  will  still  be  there.”  In 
spite  of  this,  however,  she  thinks  Santa  is 
a  good  thing  for  children, 

She  says  that  small  children  in  general 
are  not  much  interested  in  grown-up 
distinctions  between  fact  and  fantasy. 
She  says  parents  should  teach  children 
by  their  actions  that  Santa  is  a  game  and 
Jesus  is  real,  but  shouldn’t  get  overly 
concerned  when  the  child  confuses  the 
two. 

“There  is  great  learning  value  in  fairy 
tales  for  a  child,”  she  said.  “When  Santa 
is  presented  as  a  story,  the  child  may' 
believe  he  is  real  in  the  same  way  he 
believes  Mickey  Mouse  is  real.  And  for 
now  he  may  have  to  place  Jesus  in  the 
same  category  in  order  to  make  sense  of 
it.  I  don’t  think  that’s  bad  for  a  child.” 

Millie  Goodson,  vice-president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship.  Atlanta,  Ga.,  agrees  with 
Mrs.  Sills.  She  says:  “Parents  are 
sometimes  so  intent  on  making  the 


‘We  can  do  something,’  they  find 

Churches  reap  harvest  for  hunger 


By  MARY  NELSON. 

Plains-Paradise  Parish 

GREAT  FALLS,  Mont.  -  “What  can  I 
do?”  “What  can  one  little  congregation 
do?"  This  is  a  standard  feeling  toward 
anything  as  monumental  as  world 
hunger. 

Well,  here  is  how  an  idea  mushroomed 
into  a  project  encompassing  two  small 
communities  in  northwestern  Montana. 

The  idea  of  planting  a  crop  on  some 
extra  land  and  then  selling  that  crop  at 
an  auction  was  the  idea  of  Norm  Hermes, 
a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Paradise,  a  church  with  17 
members.  The  Paradise  church  then 
invited  their  sister  church  at  Plains,  with 
a  membership  of  88  people  and  nine 
miles  northwest  of  Paradise,  to  take 
part. 

Plains,  in  a  spin-off  project,  held 
produce  markets  every  Friday  morning 
for  eight  weeks  from  July  through 
September  in  downtown  Plains.  Church 
people  and  others  in  the  community  who 
had  surplus  garden  produce  contributed 
to  the  market.  It  was  usually  sold  out  by 
noon.  This  project  brought  in  $243. 

By  this  time  all  the  churches  in  the 
area  had  been  invited  to  become 
involved.  The  Lutheran,  Catholic  and 
Church  of  God  churches  joined  the  two 
United  Methodist  congregations  in 
putting  on  a  Harvest  Auction  for  World 
Hunger.  The  date  was  set  for  October  17. 

Ladies  from  the  various  churches  met 
and  made  quilts,  two  head  of  cattle  were 


donated,  eight  cords  of  wood  were  cut 
and  hauled,  and  7200  pounds  of  potatoes 
(which  had  been  weeded,  watered  and 
tended  by  Norm  and  others  all  summer) 
were  dug,  sorted  and  bagged. 

One  of  the  “neat”  side  effects  of  this 
project  was  the  fun  and  good  feeling 
generated  by  the  workers.  The  potato 
digging  “party”  was  one  of  the  best 
fellowship  times  one  member  of  the 
Paradise  church  can  remember. 

It  was  decided  to  sell  loaves  of  bread 
for  $1  a  loaf  at  a  booth  in  conjunction  with 
the  auction  to  further  the  theme  of  bread 
for  the  world.  Also,  pies  and  cakes  were 
solicited  to  serve  with  coffee  for  the 
ardent  bidders.  Well,  you  just  wouldn’t 
believe  the  amount  of  baked  goods  that 
five  churches  can  generate.  The  food 
booth  turned  into  a  gigantic  bake  sale 
with  five  large  tables  filled  to 
overflowing  and  more.  People  were  there 
to  purchase  almost  before  things  were 


set  out.  By  the  end  of  the  afternoon,  when 
the  tables  were  bare,  the  food  booth  had 
taken  in  $430  plus  another  $70  in 
donations. 

The  auction  itself  made  $1800,  which 
brought  the  grand  total  to  over  $2300! 
Everyone  involved  was  ecstatic  and  had 
a  wonderful  sense  of  a  job  well  done.  Any 
expenses  were  taken  care  of  by  other 
means  so  that  the  amount  made  is  the 
exact  amount  that  will  be  sent  to  world 
hunger  through  the  various  agencies  of 
the  participating  churches. 

Those  who  bought  at  the  auction  had 
the  option  of  designating  to  which  church 
their  money  would  go.  The  two  UMCs  got 
$1500  of  the  total  amount,  and  at  a  joint 
meeting  the  Plains  and  Paradise 
churches  decided  to  send  that  amount, 
along  with  other  world  hunger  funds  (a 
total  of  $2700)  to  famine  relief  in  Kenya. 


This  article  appeared 
Yellowstone  Conference  edition 
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What  is  Christian  family? 
6 Advocates’  seek  answers 


Updated  version  of  ‘‘circuit  rider' 

MIDLAND,  Tex.  —  It  took  some  gentle  persuasion  last  summer  —  and  sometimes 
a  calling  card  —  to  convince  members  of  First  UMC  here  that  the  helmeted  young 
man  who  had  just  zoomed  up  to  their  front  door  on  his  small  Suzuki  was  their  new 
associate  pastor. 

But  now  the  Rev.  Jerry  Wyatt’s  “motorcycle  ministry”  is  not  only  commonplace 
but  also  a  real  image-booster,  especially  with  the  youth,  says  senior  pastor  Dr. 
Charles  Lutrick,  who  calls  his  young  assistant  “the  circuit  rider." 

Mr.  Wyatt  himself  is  sold  on  his  mode  of  travel.  “It  only  costs  85  cents  a  week  to 
run,”  he  says.  “If  I  can  just  survive  the  winter!”  Already  puddles  on  a  rainy  day 
have  wrought  some  havoc.  But  rumor  has  it  that  the  need  for  a  ministerial  "wet 
suit”  has  been  referred  to  Santa  Claus. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Defining  the  Christian 
family  before  striking  out  anew  to  be  its 
advocate  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  take  top  priority  with  the 
denomination’s  largely-new  inter-agency 
Family  Life  Committee  which  met  here 
last  week  to  set  strategy  for  the  1977-80 
quadrennium. 

Amid  some  concern  that  the  group  not 
waste  time  “trying  to  re-invent  the 
wheel,”  the  31  family  “advocates”  from 
across  the  church  insisted  that  they  — 
and  the  general  church’  as  well  —  still 
have  a  lot  of  homework  to  do  in  light  of 
the  changing  values  in  today’s  world. 

In  a  “start-fresh”  approach  to  its  job, 
the  committee  (which  is  lodged 
administratively  with  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  (BOD)  but  made  up  of 
persons  from  all  UMC  program  boards) 
set  a  two-track  strategy  for  shoring  up 
the  Christian  family: 

•  a  seminar  to  ground  its  own 
members  in  Biblical,  theological  and 
sociological  perspectives  on  the 
Christian  family  (with  results  to  be 
published  as  a  “model”  for  the  general 
church;) 

•  task  forces  to  find  out  where  the 
church  already  is  in  family  ministries 
and  where  advocates  can  plug  in  most 
effectively. 

Definitions  —  both  of  its  own  job  and  of 
what  constitutes  “the  Christian  family” 
were  clearly  of  major  concern  at  the 
largely-orientational  meeting. 

The  1976  General  Conference  approved 
a  “Resolution  on  the  Family”  submitted 
by  the  previous  Family  Life  Committee, 
but  only  after  deleting  a  definition  of 
family  as  “a  group  of  two  or  more 
persons  with  an  enduring  commitment  to 
one  another,  usually  living  together 
and/or  interacting  for  mutual  support, 
companionship,  affection,  love  and 
understand,  the  possible  care  and 
nurture  of  children,  shared  life  activity, 
and  economic  and  social  cooperation.”  It 
also  rejected  a  proposed  quadrennial 
church-wide  study  of  family  life 
proposed  by  the  committee. 

“We  had  hoped  to  expand  our 
definition  to  include  all  those  patterns  of 
living  which  currently  exist.”  according 
to  Dr.  David  Self,  top  executive  of  BOD's 
division  of  lay  life  and  work  which  also 
administers  the  Family  Life  Committee. 
“General  Conference  obviously  found 
that  definition  too  broad.  We  still  have  a 
big  job  to  do  in  defining,  understanding 
and  ministering  to  the  Christian  family.” 

The  committee  obviously  agreed. 
Warned  by  BOD  General  Secretary 
Melvin  Talbert  that  its  big  job  is  to 
advocate  —  “to  push  the  systems  all 


separation  for  children  between  Santa 
and  Christ,  they  confuse  the  child  "  She 
believes  that  when  the  home  makes 
Christ  central,  the  child  will  learn  from 
the  actions  of  the  parents  that  Christ  is 
different  and  more  important  than  Santa 
Claus 

Mrs.  Goodson  sees  “materialism”  and 
not  Santa  Claus  as  the  number  one 
challenge  to  religion  at  Christmas.  She 
believes  adults  promote  this  materialism 
by  constantly  asking  the  child  “What  do 
you  want  for  Christmas?”  She  thinks 
children  should  more  frequently  be 
asked  “What  are  you  going  to  give  for 
Christmas?” 

Dr.  Howard  Harrod,  professor  at  the 
Vanderbilt  School  of  Theology  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  is  less  sure  about  the 
value  of  Santa  Claus.  He  describes 
himself  as  “cynical”  about  the  whole 
myth.  He  also  is  convinced,  however. 


that  there  is  no  way  to  combat  Santa  in 
our  culture. 

“I  see  Santa  as  basically  a  negative 
part  of  our  culture,  tied  up  in  materi¬ 
alism,”  Dr  Harrod  said.  “I  have  not 
taught  Santa  Claus  to  my  own  children 
and  as  it  has  drifted  into  the  home 
from  the  culture  I  have  tried  to  displace 
its  power  "  He  does  say.  however,  that  he 
does  not  feel  it  is  particularly  harmful  for 
a  child  to  believe  in  Santa  Claus,  but  a 
parent  must  present  values  to  the  child 
which  “counter-balance”  that  myth. 

Likewise  displeased  with  Santa,  but 
also  not  alarmed,  is  the  Rev.  Riley  Case, 
who  heads  the  Nurture  Committee  for 
the  Good  News  Movement,  a  group  of 
“evangelicals”  within  the  UMC. 

“I  see  no  value  to  the  Santa  Claus 
myth,”  he  said.  “It’s  not  demonic,  but  it 
also  doesn’t  seem  to  be  positive  in  any 
way.” 


the  church  today 


across  the  church  to  address  themselves 
to  the  pressing  concerns  of  family  life,” 
the  committee  will  begin  by  inviting 
resource  persons  in  theology,  philosophy, 
Bible  and  sociology  to  a  dialogue  next  fall 
which  it  hopes  will  shed  light  on  the 
subject. 

Meanwhile,  task  forces  will  examine 
(1)  family  ministries  and  the  church’s 
missional  priorities,  (2)  16  major 

study/action  issues  recommended  by  the 
previous  committee,  (3)  possible 
extension  of  special  funding  projects  for 
“innovative,  creative  family  ministries” 
in  local  churches  across  United 
Methodism  —  projects  which  received 
nearly  $4,000  in  “seed  money”  over  the 
past  two  years. 

U.M.  minister’s 
pension  reported 
below  average 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Despite 
substantial  gains  in  the  past  few  years, 
the  average  pension  of  a  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  is  still  appreciably 
below  retirement  benefits  paid  in  much 
of  the  business  world,  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Pensions  was  told  here  Dec.  6-7. 

The  average  ministerial  pension  will 
be  about  $3,400  in  1977,  some  $1,300  below 
the  average  found  in  a  biannual  U.S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  survey  in  1975. 
Retired  U.M.  ministers  average  about  36 
years  of  service  to  the  church. 

“A  strong  ministerial  support  system 
is  required  to  recruit,  maintain  and 
retain  outstanding  ministerial 
leadership,"  general  secretary  of  the 
board.  Dr.  Stanley  D.  Morrow,  reported. 
“An  essential  and  significant  element  in 
any  good  support  system  is  the  pension 
and  benefit  system .  ’  ’ 

The  board  was  told  as  of  Jan.  1  a  total 
of  55  annual  conferences  will  be 
participating  fully  in  the  church’s 
reserve  pension  program  and  another  11 
are  taking  part  in  at  least  some  portion  of 
the  plan. 

In  its  organizational  meeting  for  the 
1977-80  quadrennium,  the  30-member 
board  re-elected  Bishop  Alsie  H. 
Carleton.  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  president, 
completed  preliminary  details  of  a 
church  wide  pension  study  to  begin  early 
next  year,  and  learned  that  the  market 
value  of  funds  managed  by  the  board 
passed  the  $500  million  mark  on  Sept.  30. 
Among  the  15  retiring  board  members 
honored  at  the  meeting,  Dr.  J.  Wesley 
Hole.  San  Clemente,  Calif.,  and  the  Rev. 
Harry  V.  Rankin,  Houston,  Tex.,  have 
each  served  20  years. 


24-member  church  pays 
next  year’s  benevolences 

PIRU,  Calif.  —  While  most  United 
Methodist  churches  are  finishing  their 
drives  to  get  all  conference  benevolences 
paid  for  this  year,  the  Piru  UMC  has 
already  paid  its  askings  for  next  year.  Its 
1976  askings  were  paid  in  full  last  July. 

The  24-member  church  is  in  the  Santa 
Barbara  District,  40  miles  northwest  of 
Los  Angeles.  The  village  of  Piru 
(pronounced  pee-roo  by  the  Indians  who 
settled  here  in  earlier  times)  has 
approximately  1,000  residents. 

The  church  was  built  in  the  late  1880s 
entirely  of  redwood.  According  to 
“Circuit  West,”  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR,  the  church  has  often  been 
photographed  by  film  companies  and  is 
presently  featured  in  an  automobile  ad 
on  television.  David  C.  Cook,  publisher  of 
religious  curriculum  materials,  was 
influential  in  establishing  the  church. 
The  church  also  houses  a  William  C. 
Johnson  and  Son  “tracker"  pipe  organ, 
one  of  seven  in  the  state. 

Missouri  U.M.s  bring  gifts, 
livestock  for  world  hunger 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.  —  Missouri  United 
Methodists  did  it  again.  For  the  third 
straight  year  they  piled  high  boxes  of 
clothing,  blankets  and  food  and 
contributed  livestock  and  money  to  the 
Bishop’s  Convocation/Celebration  in 
Response  to  Human  Need  here  at  the 
Livestock  Center  on  Nov.  27. 

Coordinator  Melvin  E.  West  estimated 
the  after  Thanksgiving  offerings  of  gifts 
and  cash  would  equal  last  year’s 
•  amounts  —  near  $300,000  —  and  that 
money  given  for  livestock  and  those 
animals  already  shipped  would  exceed 
the  1975  total.  Approximately  2,000 
persons  attended  the  convocation. 

In  the  major  address.  Bishop  Ralph  E. 
Dodge,  retired  bishop  from  Springfield, 
Mo.,  challenged  each  Missouri  district 
and  every  district  in  the  church  to 
undertake  financial  and  moral  support  of 
an  agricultural  technician  for  service  in 
underdeveloped  nations  of  the  world. 

Kansas  West  conference  exceeds 
goal  for  African  Tara  project 

WICHITA,  Kan.  —  Churches  of  the 
Kansas  West  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  responded  with 
enthusiasm  to  the  special  Thanksgiving 
offering  for  the  Tara  Project  in  Africa, 
according  to  detailed  figures  released 
today  by  the  conference  treasurer’s 
office. 

The  total  of  more  than  $170,000 
reported  thus  far,  with  more  coming  in, 
is  the  largest  special  offering  ever  taken 
in  the  conference,  treasurer  Walter 
Hickerson  said.  The  goal  for  the  self-help 
land  reclamation  project  in  one  of  the 
poorest  areas  of  the  world  was  $125,000, 


and  the  over  subscribing  by  36  percent 
came  despite  low  farm  prices  and  a  21 
percent  increase  in  the  1977  conference 
budget  which  many  of  the  425  churches 
are  accepting  in  full 

The  Wichita  District  led  the  other  six 
with  a  total  of  more  than  $40,660  in  the 
first  reports,  indicating  that  interest  in 
the  land  rebuilding  project  extended  far 
beyond  the  farm  population  of  the 
church,  leaders  point  out. 

Golden  Eagle  awards  honor 
2  United  Methodist  films 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Two 
films  that  were  made  with  assistance 
from  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  received  Golden  Eagle 
Awards  here  from  CINE,  the  Council  on 
Non -Theatrical  Events. 

“Second  Chance  Sea,”  a  10-minute 
animated  film,  points  to  the  need  for 
cooperation  through  the  Law  of  the  Sea 
treaty  to  stop  pollution  of  the  oceans  The 
United  Methodist  board  was  a  co-sponsor 
of  the  film,  which  was  produced  and 
directed  by  Faith  Hubley  of  New  York. 

"The  People  Called  Methodist.”  a  20- 
minute  color  documentary,  spotlights 
Methodist  activity  in  Bolivia,  Sierra 
Leone.  Singapore,  Australia  and  the 
United  States.  It  was  a  joint  venture  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Filipino  church  council  leader 
elected  United  Methodist  bishop 

MANILA  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  La  Verne 
Mercado,  general  secretary  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
Philippines,  has  been  elected  a  bishop  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  Mercado.  54,  was  elected  by  the 
denomination's  Philippines  Central 
Conference.  He  is  a  former  head  of  the 
church’s  Christian  education  activities  in 
the  Philippines,  and  was  among  12 
Christians  who  were  arrested  by  the 
government  in  1974. 

Bishop  Paul  L.  A.  Granadosin,  51,  who 
was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1968, 
was  given  a  life  term  by  the  conference. 

UMCOR  makes  additional  grant 
for  Angolan  refugees 

NEW  YORK.  (UMC)  -  A  grant  of 
$5,000  has  been  made  to  purchase  food 
and  clothing  for  Angolan  refugees  who 
fled  to  Zaire  during  the  recent  wars  in 
Angola 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR),  in  announcing  the 
grant,  noted  that  in  October  it  gave 
$10,000  to  the  bishop  of  Angola.  Emilio  de 
Carvalho  The  money  was  to  purchase 
food  for  the  relief  of  Angolans  who  lost  all 
means  of  livelihood  during  the  fighting 
within  their  ct  untry. 


One 
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This  is  one  way  United 
Methodists  express  concern 
for  the  spiritual  and  physical 
welfare  of  all  people. 

We  are  one  church  with  a 
heritage  steming  from  many 
cultures  —  joined  on  Human 
Relations  Day  throueh  a 
Christian  concern  for  ail. 


Order  material!  from: 

United  Methodist  CommunicatioRS,  1200  Davis  St,  Evanston,  HI.  60201 


Church  educators  smile  on  Santa 
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One  need  not  fear  to  die,  say  pioneers  in  death  studies 


Dr.  Moody:  Listen  to  inear  death  9  experiences 


Dr.  Ross:  Learn  from  dying  persons 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)-Dr.  Raymond 
Moody,  author  of  “Life  After  Life." 
urged  medical  professionals  and  others 
at  a  symposium  here  to  listen  more 
seriously  to  the  testimony  of  persons  who 
claim  "near  death"  experiences. 

He  said  critics,  including  much  of  the 
scientific  community,  have  tended  to 
explain  away  such  phenomena  as 
hallucination,  but  the  persons  who 
reported  the  experiences  clearly 
asserted  they  were  not  hallucinating. 

“During  the  past  11  years  I  have  been 
in  contact  with  300  to  400  people  who  have 
come  close  to  death  or  have  been 
pronounced  clinically  dead.  Many  were 
physicians  and  others  whose  judgment  I 
trust,"  Dr.  Moody  told  a  symposium  at 
the  Columbia-Presbyterian  Medical 
Center  here,  co-sponsored  by  the 
Foundation  of  Thanatology  and  several 
medical  divisions  at  Columbia 
University. 

Dr.  Moody  said  his  book  was  not 
intended  as  a  “scientific  proof  of  life 
after  death,”  but  he  acknowledged  that 
many  readers  had  come  to  that 
conclusion. 

“The  reason  I  raise  the  issue  of  life 
after  death  is  that  the  people  who  went 
through  these  experiences  conceptualize 
them  as  such  (as  glimpses  into  the  after¬ 
life),”  according  to  Dr.  Moody,  a 
psychiatrist  from  the  University  of 
Virginia  Medical  Center  in 
Charlottesville.  “Many  physicians  whose 
judgment  I  trust  have  told  me  that  the 
experience  'left  no  question  that  there  is 
life  after  death.’  ” 

He  said  people  who  come  through  the 
experience  say  they  have  lost  the  fear  of 
death.  “They  do  not  seek  death,  but  they 
feel  reconciled  to  it  in  a  new  way.  And  it 


makes  their  existence  here  more 
meaningful.  The  importance  of  loving 
other  people  is  brought  to  them  in  a  new 
way." 

Critics  of  Dr.  Moody’s  study  said  they 
did  not  question  the  validity  of  the 
experiences  described— but  they 
strongly  challenged  the  interpretation  of 
the  data. 

Dr.  Richard  S.  Blacher  of  Tufts 
University  School  of  Medicine  in  Boston 
said  the  issue  was.  “Is  the  experience 
happening  to  the  patient— or  in  the 
patient?” 

He  said  that  the  patients  obviously 
believed  they  were  actually  experiencing 
something  that  was  happening  to  them. 
But  in  fact,  according  to  Dr.  Blacher.  the 
events  were  happening  inside  the  person 
in  experiences  of  "altered  states  of 
consciousness”  brought  about  under 
certain  physical  conditions.  Dr.  Blacher 
said  some  patients  have  experienced 
similar  phenomena  under  ether. 

Dr  Austin  H.  Kutscher  of  Columbia- 
Presbyterian  Medical  Center,  president 
of  the  Foundation  of  Thanatology,  called 
attention  to  the  need  for  increased 
scientific  study  “into  circumstances 
surrounding  death  and  survival  of  any 
proponent  of  ourselves." 

He  said  in  an  interview  that  this  was  ‘  ‘a 
grossly  neglected  area  of  scientific 
research”  and  the  Moody  work  is  “bound 
to  stimulate  work  in  the  field  ...  all  to 
the  good.” 

Study  in  this  field  has  not  been  seen  as 
a  priority  area  in  the  scientific 
community  and  there  is  need  for  serious 
non-occult,  non-mystical  work  which  can 
be  exposed  to  the  scientists.  Dr.  Kutscher 
stated. 


He  said  that  whether  or  not  the  Moody 
work  proved  that  there  was  "life  after 
life,”  the  study  was  useful  in  bringing  us 
closer  to  the  knowledge  of  death. 

"Never  mind  that  we  have  not 
penetrated  the  yet  unknown  dimension  of 
death.  We  are  certainly  at  the  door,"  he 
said.  “These  people  have  come  closest  to 
death,  and  their  report  is  that  it  is 
painless,  not  to  be  feared  .  .  .” 

Dr.  Moody,  in  his  presentation  to  the 
symposium,  said  that  “not  all  the  people 
I  contacted  claimed  unusual 
experiences.  Some  of  them  said  the 
period  (of  near  death)  was  a  total 
blank. 

“But  those  who  did  recall  experiences 
reported  a  strikingly  similar  description 
of  events,  including  15  elements  which 
crop  up  again  and  again,”  he  said.  Dr. 
Moody’s  work  supports  earlier  findings 
by  Dr.  Elisabeth  Kubler-Ross. 

Dr.  Moody  said  the  common  elements 
included  a  roaring  or  ringing  sound 
which  occurred  near  the  beginning  of  the 
near-death  experience;  the  feeling 
of  floating  out  of  the  body  and  observing 
the  body  from  a  distance;  a  movement 
through  a  narrow  tunnel-like  space;  a 
panoramic  review  of  the  individual’s 
life;  and  an  encounter  with  a  loving, 
warm  and  accepting  "Being  of  Light.” 

The  being  was  described  variously  as 
an  “angel,”  “Christ,"  or  a  "Supreme 
Being.”  Dr.  Moody  said  that  a 
communication  appears  to  occur 
between  the  being  and  the  individual, 
with  the  being  saying  in  non-verbal,  non- 
judgmental  terms:  "There  is  the 
panorama  of  your  life.  What  do  you  make 
of  it?” 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— She  talked  as  much  about 
living  as  she  did  about  dying— the  spare 
soft-spoken  little  woman  who  turned  a 
huge  ballroom  into  an  intimate 
classroom  here  one  evening  recently  and 
chided  her  “students”  gently  for  being 
afraid  to  die. 

Elisabeth  Kubler- 
Ross,  who  in  10 
years’  time  has 
turned  American 
attitudes  toward 
death  and  dying 
upside  down,  told 
the  Texas 

Conference  of 
Churches’  “Value 
of  Life”  conference 
just  what  she’s 
been  saying  all  across  the  country:  1) 
that  after  working  with  dying  patients 
one  need  never  again  be  afraid  to  die;  2) 
that  in  preparing  for  one’s  own  death  one 
can  learn  how  to  live;  3)  that  there  is  life 
—  “out-of-body"  existence  —  after 
physical  death.  (SeeTM/UMR  Dec.  10.) 

But  she  held  her  audience  for  nearly 
two  hours  as  if  they’d  never  read  or 
heard  that  word  before. 

"What  we  call  ‘death’  is  beautiful,”  she 
said.  "But  death  does  not  really  exist— it 
is  only  the  shedding  of  the  physical  body. 

“Come  to  grips  with  your  own  death,” 
she  pleaded.  “You  must  be  very  afraid  to 
die.  Otherwise  you  would  not  be  so  afraid 
of  dying  people. 

“Risk  yourself.  Sit  with  dying  people, 
hurt  with  them.  They  will  teach  you 
values  they  have  learned  too  late:  the 
only  things  that  matter  in  life  are  service 
and  love,  "she  said. 


“Learn  from  them  what  to  do  with  your 
very  precious  time,"  is  the  way  she  had 
described  those  values  at  a  press 
conference  earlier.  “Ask  a  patient  what 
he  did  when  he  got  to  go  home  one  last 
time.  He’ll  tell  you  that  for  the  first  time 
he  went  fishing  with  his  son.  Then,  if 
you’re  smart,  you’ll  take  an  afternoon  off 
and  go  fishing  with  your  son.” 

The  psychiatrist-author  of  "On  Death 
and  Dying”  made  headlines  last  year 
when  she  began  describing  the 
experiences  of  hundreds  of  patients  who 
had  been  declared  clinically  “dead”  and 
then  “returned." 

Last  week  again  she  told  of  her 
patients’  deaths,  as  good  experiences  of 
“total  peace  and  wholeness.”  None  of 
them  is  ever  again  afraid  to  die,  she  said. 
And  they’re  never  alone  in  their  “out-of- 
body"  experiences.  They  are  always  met 
“on  the  other  side”  by  someone  they 
have  loved. 

She  said  there  is  no  evidence  of  “a 
judgmental,  punitive  God.  God  is  all 
love.  He  surrounds  people  with 
incredible  love  and  compassion.  It  is 
man  who  is  punitive.  You  condemn 
yourself.” 

Scientists  are  upset  with  her  research, 
she  told  the  conference.  Physicians  say, 
“Ross  used  to  be  a  good  doctor  until  she 
turned  into  a  minister."  Ministers  say, 
“Faith  in  an  after-life  should  be  a  matter 
of  believing,  not  knowing.” 

Earlier  she  had  told  the  press 
conference,  “I  don’t  know  why  this 
bothers  many  clergy.  They  preach  about 
death  being  only  a  shedding  of  the  body. 
They  should  be  happy.  It  helps  many 
people  not  only  to  believe,  but  to  know." 

But  rather  than  concentrate  on  the 
death  experience,  she  pressed  her 
listeners  time  and  again  to  “learn  what 
life  is  all  about  before  it’s  five  minutes  to 
12.” 

Pulling  responses  from  the  audience 
and  using  a  chalkboard  to  chart  their 
answers,  she  warned  that  “it  isn’t  the 


patient’s  fear  that’s  hard  to  deal  with,  it’s 
our  own  fear.  Peace  is  possible  if  we 
learn  that  death  is  not  a  nightmare. 
Dying  patients  can  teach  us  both  how  to 
deal  with  them  and  how  to  deal  with  our 
own  deaths.” 

Unwilling  to  lay  down  hard-and-fast 
rules  for  dealing  with  the  terminally  ill, 
she  advised  "sticking  your  neck  out.  Use 
any  tools  that  feel  right.  Listen  to  those 
persons.  They  will  tell  you  what  they 
need’’— including,  she  noted,  symbolic 
language  sometimes  when  they  aren’t 
ready  to  talk  in  specific  terms  about  their 
impending  deaths." 

Dr.  Ross  continued  a  crusade  against 
barring  children  from  hospital  visits. 
"Take  down  those  signs  which  say  ‘No 
children  under  14,’  "  she  said.  “They’re 
the  biggest  disgrace  in  this  country.” 

Maintaining  that  “children  can  help 
you”  deal  with  the  dying  if  they’re 
allowed  to,  she  told  of  the  child  who  said, 
"My  mommy  is  going  to  die  tonight”  — 
and  she  did.  “We  keep  our  upper-middle- 
class  children  in  a  greenhouse,"  she 
declared.  "They’re  cruelly  prepared.  We 
need  to  start  teaching  children  what  life 
is  really  like  and  that  death  is  a  part  of 
living.” 

Four  kinds  of  people,  she  said,  find  it 
easiest  to  be  at  peace  with  death:  (1) 
farm  people  who  are  raised  to  see  death 
as  a  natural  part  of  life;  (2)  poor  people, 
who  have  had  lives  of  tragedy  and 
deprivation;  (3)  the  “few  truly  religious 
people”  who  have  internalized  their 
faith;  and  (4)  people  who  work  with  the 
dying,  identify  with  them  and  work 
through  the  stages  of  death  with  them. 
“There  is  meaning  in  suffering,”  she 
said.  “Death  isn’t  a  stranger  anymore.” 

Dr.  Ross  began  counseling  the 
terminally  ill  and  their  families  10  years 
ago  at  the  University  of  Chicago  after  a 
chance  meeting  with  some  theology 
students.  Since  that  time  she  has  become 
internationally  known  for  her  efforts  to 
change  attitudes  in  "a  death-denying 
society.” 


Bolivian  calls  America 
difficult  mission  field 


With  Christmas  pot-luck 

Widow  spurns  loneliness! 


Elisabeth 

Kubler-Ross 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)-A  former 
Methodist  bishop  from  Bolivia  said  here 
that  America  is  a  particularly  difficult 
mission  field  because  most  people  think 
they  have  either  accepted  or  rejected  the 
Gospel  without  really  understanding  it. 

The  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias  told  the 
National  Evangelism  Symposium  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ’s  Board  for 
Homeland  Ministries  that  “the  more  I 
think  of  it,  the  more  reinforced  is  my 
impression  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
serious  obstacles  for  a  biblical 
evangelism  in  this  country  ." 

Mr.  Arias  asked,  "How  can  you 
evangelize  people  who  consider 
•themselves  as  Christians?  How  can  you 
evangelize  through  millions  of  Christians 
who  assume  that  they  have  received  the 
Gospel  and  that  they  are  bearers  of  the 


“MOTHERLESS  AND 


ALONE” 

We  do  not  have  a  date  of  birth  for 
this  little  boy  whose  name  is 
SHAJI.  We  assume  he  is  four- 
years-old.  His  story  is  pathetic. 

Shaji  came  to  the  door  of  the 
orphanage,  begging  for  food  and  he 
clung  to  the  superintendent  after 
she  gave  him  tea  and  biscuits.  She 
wrote,  “I  do  not  know  what  will 
happen  to  Shaji,  but  I  will  never 
fail  him.”  Won’t  you  help  this 
superintendent  by  sponsoring 
Shaji  or  another  child  like  him? 

HOW  TO  HELP 

So  many  children  around  the 
world  are  hungry  and  mistreated. 
We  can  help  them  through  our 
sponsorship  program  which 
provides  their  food,  clothing  and 
educational  supplies.  Groups, 
individuals,  and  families  have 
experienced  a  great  joy  by 
supporting  a  particular  child  in  one 
of  our  Christian  orphanages 
overseas. 

Full  information  is  given  the 
sponsor:  the  child's  name, 

address,  background  and  photo. 
You  may  write  the  child  if  you 
wish.  No  contracts  are  signed  with 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN.  INC.  The 
corporation  is  U.S.  government 
approved  and  all  donations  are  tax 
deductible.  The  sponsorship  fee? 
Only  ten  dollars  a  month. 

Won’t  you  make  room  in  your 
heart  for  a  little  child?  Many  are 
waiting.  Please  write: 


Nan* _ _ 

Street _ 

City 

SUtr  and  Zip 

Write  Ur  Mra.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director. 
!».0.  Boa  M79.  Winter  Haven.  FU.  33880 


Good  News,  but  who  are  not  at  all  excited 
about  it?” 

He  related  that  several  months  ago,  a 
television  reporter  had  asked  him  for  his 
impression  of  American  Christianity. 
The  former  bishop  recalled  that  he  had 
said  that  “half  of  the  population  believes 
that  they  are  already  Christians,”  while 
the  other  half  believes  that  they  have 
known  Christianity  and  they  have 
dismissed  it.” 

Another  problem  in  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Arias  said,  is  the  “counter- 
evangelistic  effect  of  certain  types  of 
evangelism.”  He  commented  that 
“watching  the  sometimes  unscrupulous 
manipulation  of  feelings,  the 
sentimentality,  the  superstition,  the 
ideological  use  of  religion,  the  legalistic 
and  scholastic  handling  of  the  Bible,  the 
cheap  presentation  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
unashamed  ego  disclosure  and  fund¬ 
raising  thrust  of  so  many  (TV) 
programs,  I  must  confess  that  were  I  not 
a  converted  and  convinced  Christian  I 
would  become  an  atheist!" 

He  praised  the  Lausanne  Covenant, 
adopted  at  the  International  Congress  on 
World  Evangelization  in  1974,  for  its 
affirmation  that  social  responsibility  is 
the  duty  of  each  Christian.  Mr.  Arias 
noted  that  in  a  plenary  discussion  at  the 
congress, ,  one  participant  had  asked, 
“Where  in  the  Bible  is  it  said  that  the 
evangelistic  formula  must  be  ‘to  accept 
Christ  as  your  personal  Savior?'  ”  and 
added,  “As  far  as  I  know,  no  answer  has 
been  given.” 

The  former  bishop  stressed  that  "the 
first  priority  for  evangelism  is  the 
evangelization  of  the  church,  which 
means  renewal  and  conversion.”  And,  he 
advised,  “renewal  will  not  come  before 
mission  but  in  mission,  in  our 
evangelistic  praxis.” 

Mr.  Arias  declared  that  “each 
generation  has  to  appropriate,  to 
contextualize,  and  to  communicate  the 
Gospel.” 


By  JOSEPH  C.  SALAK 

In  a  world  where  difficult  decisions 
abound,  celebrating  Christmas  Day 
may  seem  very  simple.  But  once 
church  services  are  over  and  most 
restaurants  are  closed  on  the  Holy 
Day,  what  does  the  elderly,  all  alone 
person  do  other  than  sit  around  and 
doze  the  long  hours  away? 

Mrs.  Frances  Manners,  a  widow  for 
more  years  than  she  cared  to 
remember,  was  no  stranger  to 
loneliness,  especially  during  the 
season  to  be  jolly.  Ranking  it  with 
rainy  days,  her  personal  feeling  of 
being  forgotten  was  intensified  by  the 
knowledge  that  those  around  her  were 
festive. 

Ironically  the  gloom  of  this  sweet, 
grandmotherly  person  was  brought 
about  by  the  very  same  things  that 
others  relish  about  Christmas  .  .  . 
family  gatherings,  exchanging  gifts, 
kissing  and  hugging  .  .  .  this  nostalgia 
was  especially  hard  because  she  had 
no  one  to  be  reunited  with. 

Loneliness  is  far  too  complex  to  be 
treated  adequately  in  a  story  about 
Christmas  joy.  But  as  Fran,  that’s 
what  her  friends  called  her,  now  tells 
anyone  within  hearing  distance,  “You 
don’t  have  to  be  a  big  spender  to  have 
a  Merry  Christmas.” 

Her  bleak  outlook  on  how  a  lonely 
person  may  survive  the  Yuletide  was 
changed  after  reading  something, 
somewhere,  about  maintaining  firm 
friendships  year  round  if  one  expects 
to  count  on  them  for  warm  holidays. 

She  had  made  many  friends  over 
the  years  as  she  attended  the  church 
of  her  choice.  Most  were  her  own  age 
equally  divided— widows,  widowers 
and  alone. 

“Suppose,”  she  supposed,  “I 
decorated  a  tree,  provided  my  home 
and  asked  everybody  to  bring 
something,  just  like  a  pot-luck  church 
supper?” 


Refusing  to  let  high  food  prices  and 
fixed  incomes  dampen  her  sudden 
inspiration  she  even  enthused  about 
asking  the  men  to  bring  an 
inexpensive  gift  for  a  woman  and  the 
women  to  select  a  gift  suitable  for  a 
man.  Something  they  hadn't  done  in 
years. 

Without  trying  to  ingratiate  herself 
with  those  approached,  she  said  what 
must  be  said  and  did  what  must  be 
done.  Tight-lipped,  frowning  in 
disbelief  they  heard  her  out.  “I’ll 
see,”  said  one.  “Maybe,”  from 
another.  And  so  it  went.  Not 
especially  encouraging. 

Early  Christmas  morning  short, 
chubby  Alice  arrived  with  a  baked 
ham.  "Please  keep  it  warm  in  your 
oven,  Fran,”  she  said.  “I’m  going  to 
pick  up  Harriet  and  her  bushel  basket 
of  cookies.” 

"Oh!  It’s  going  to  be  a  beautiful 
day!”  Fran’s  eyes  glowed. 

Twenty-four  men  and  women  (Fran 
had  invited  only  20)  arrived  and  the 
table  groaned  with  yams,  peas, 
cabbage  slaw,  olives,  pickles,  cakes 
and  a  huge  avocado  salad.  The  men 
supplied  buns,  soft  drinks  and  candy. 
The  gifts,  distributed  grab-bag  style, 
proved  a  sensation. 

Fran’s  guests,  nay,  friends,  started 
coming  around  11  a  m.  and  the  last 
one  didn’t  leave  until  11  o’clock  that 
night. 

Each  and  everyone  fondly 
embraced  her  and  said,  "This  is  the 
happiest  Christmas  I’ve  had  in  a  long, 
long  time.” 

Fran’s  ac|piowledgment  was  a 
warm  kiss  on  wrinkled  cheeks  and  the 
observation,  "More  important  is  that 
nobody  had  to  stay  home  feeling 
lonely  and  sorry  for  himself  because 
he  had  no  place  to  go  to  celebrate 
Christmas.” 

Mr.  Salak  is  a  free  lance  writer 
living  in  DeLand.  Fla. 


11,500  inactives  turn  out 

Catholics  ‘reconciled’  in  Memphis 


MEMPHIS  (RNS)—  In  a  ceremony 
unprecedented  in  the  U.S.  for  its  size  and 
scope,  more  than  11,500  persons— many 
of  them  alienated  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  for  years— attended  a 

_ Classified 

HATE:  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  .words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 


HUSBAND  WIFE  DIACONAL  TEAM  Husband 
Church  Business  Administrator-Director  of 
Evangelism.  Wife  Director  of  Christian  Education 
Both  dedicated,  excellent  references,  MA  Degrees. 
Available  January  Reply  TM/UMR.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  TX.  75221 


SOUTH  FLORIDA  CRUISES:  Earn  a  7  or  14  day 
Caribbean  Cruise;  organize  a  group  of  6.  PURCELL 
TRAVEL.  INC  800  Douglas  Road.  Coral  Gables. 
Florida  33134  (  3051  488-7475 


COORDINATOR  OF  HISPANIC  MINISTRIES 
California-Nevada  Conference  seeks  bilingual 
person  with  working  knowledge  of  local  church  and 
UMC  connectional  structure  to  coordinate  ministries 
with  Hispanic  congregations  and  communities.  Full¬ 
time  beginning  Spring  1977.  Write  Rev  George  P 
Carter.  Director,  Council  on  Ministries,  P.  O.  Box 
467.  San  Francisco.  CA  94101  Apply  by  Jan.  15. 1977 


ORDAINED  United  Methodist  Minister  seeking  a 
position  in  a  local  church  as  Director  or  Minister  of 
Evangelism  Will  send  resume  Write  DOME.  P  O 
Box  1076.  Dallas.  TX  75221 . 


CHURCH  FULL  OF  OAK  PEWS  for  sale  Sizes  44 
pews  24  ft  1812  ft  15-20  ft;  2-15  ft:  2-9  ft.  6-6'rft  A 
bargain  at  $6  00  per  foot.  Call  or  write  Texas  Girls 
Choir  Inc  .4449  Camp  Bowie  Ft  Worth.  TX  76107  or 
call  (817)732-8161 


“day  of  reconciliation"  liturgy  here  Dec. 
5  at  which  general  absolution  was 
granted  for  their  sins. 

The  use  of  general  absolution  by 
Bishop  Carroll  Dozier  of  Memphis  and 
some  60  priests  elicited  the  interest  of 
many  Christians  in  the  area,  across  the 
country  and  abroad  who  inquired  about 
the  outcome  of  the  ongoing  reconciliation 
crusade  launched  in  the  diocese. 

Bishop  Dozier,  who  will  repeat  the 
ceremony  Dec.  12  in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  for 
Catholics  in  the  state’s  northern  areas, 
said  he  was  delighted  with  the  turnout 
and  the  “profound  effect  the 
reconciliation  effort  already  has  had  on 
the  Catholic  community  in  Memphis.  " 
Many  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  two- 
hour  Sunday  afternoon  ceremony  in  the 
Mid-South  Coliseum  said  it  was  the  first 
time  in  a  number  of  years  that  they  had 
received  Holy  Communion.  And  for 
many,  it  was  a  visibly  emotional  event. 
Some  had  tears  in  their  eyes  as  they 
returned  to  their  seats. 

Bishop  Dozier,  who  began  planning  the 
service  last  June,  said  he  was  overjoyed 
"with  this  great  outpouring  of  love  and 
forgiveness  and  deep  reconciliation  that 
we  saw  here  today.  It  was  a  clear 
demonstration  that  we  accomplished  all 
the  dreams  which  we  began  to  think 
about  last  June." 

Traffic  heading  to  the  arena  was  so 
heavy  a  jam  developed  and  the  service 
was  delayed  30  minutes. 

In  his  sermon  during  the  liturgy. 
Bishop  Dozier— a  former  Richmond.  Va  . 


■priest  who  has  headed  the  Memphis  See 
for  six  years— said  “we  promise  one 
thing  in  return  for  God’s  love  and  mercy. 
We  will  truly  make  the  Diocese  of 
Memphis  the  Good  Samaritan  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  pouring  the  oil 
of  mercy  onto  our  fellow  man,  healing 
whomever  we  can  reach.  ’  ’ 

Asked  why  he  had  decided  .on  general 
absolution,  the  bishop  said,  "I  read  the 
New  Rite  of  Reconciliation  (Penance) 
and  I  found  that  it  fitted  into  this  type  of 
use.  For  so  many  years,  I  have  heard 
people  crying  about  ‘those  who  no  longer 
walk  with  us.’  So,  I  decided  that  here  was 
a  wonderful  instrument  ...  to  do 
something  more  than  just  talk  about 
those  “who  no  longer  walk  with  us.’  ” 

New  denomination 
formed  by  session 

ROSEMONT,  III.  (RNS)  -  A  new 
Lutheran  denomination  was  formed  at  a 
meeting  in  this  Chicago  suburb. 

The  founding  convention  of  the 
Association  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches  (AELC)  formalized  a  long- 
building  split  from  the  Lutheran  Church- 
Missouri  Synod.  AELC  convention 
resolutions  emphasized  a  commitment  to 
Christian  unity,  especially  among 
Lutherans. 

The  172  AELC  convention  delegates 
represented  approximately  150 
congregations  grouped  in  five  regional 
synods. 


Old  Testament  seen 
related  to  world  hunger 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

OVERLAND  PARK,  Kan.— A  "come 
back"  for  the  Old  Testament  appears  to 
be  underway  among  United  Methodists 
trying  to  sort  out  the  dilemma  of  world 
hunger,  work,  food  and  poverty  from  the 
Biblical  point  of  view. 

“Not  so  strange,"  Dr.  Charles 
Baughman,  an  Old  Testament  scholar  at 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City, 
told  the  300  delegates  here  at  the  recent 
Consultation  of  Christians  on  the 
Grainbelt.  (SeeTM/UMR, Dec.  10) 

The  Old  Testament  is  addressed  to 
people  like  us— the  rich,  the  respectable 
and  powerful,  he  said.  In  contrast,  the 
problem  with  the  New  Testament  is  that 
"we  identify  with  the  wrong  crowd,  and 
tend  to  put  ourselves  behind  the  pointed 
finger  when  we  ought  to  be  in  front.” 
That  happens  because  the  New 
Testament  community  was  largely  made 
up  of  slaves,  the  oppressed  and  generally 
helpless  under  Roman  rule.  The  New 
Testament  writings  might  speak  in  a 
different  vein  if  addressed  to  folks  such 
as  us,  Dr.  Baughman  said. 

“That  is  why  it  is  important  for  today’s 
United  Methodists  to  encounter  the  Old 
Testament.  We  are  not  the  poor  in  heart, 
the  despised,  enslaved  and  penniless,  but 
the  old,  established  community  of  the 
faithful  and  influential— the  Pharisees." 

Dr.  Baughman  said  the  Old  Testament 
provides  some  vision  of  what  a  “just” 
society  would  be  like  through  the 
vignettes  the  prophet  Amos  gives  of  an 
"unjust”  society.  “Woe  to  those  who  lie 
in  beds  of  ivory,  eat  lamb  and  veal,  play 
the  harp  and  drink  wine,  but  don’t  care 
about  the  ruin  of  Joseph;  woe  to  those 
who  trample  on  the  needy,  who  buy  the 
poor  and  sell  refuse  for  wheat,  who  hate 
the  truth  and  take  bribes,  etc.,”  Amos 
told  the  "haves”  of  his  day. 

Other  concerns  addressed  by  the  Old 
Testament,  he  noted,  are  stewardship  of 
the  land  and  waters,  the  foolishness  of 
putting  trust  in  military  might,  the 
importance  of  vision  for  the  future,  and 
the  assurance  of  the  Creator’s  support  as 
the  faithful  persevere. 

Also  speaking  to  the  consultation  on  the 
biblical  and  ethical  perspective  was  Dr. 
Bruce  Birch.  The  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  professor  said  “the 
identification  of  God  with  the  poor  is  a 
central  Biblical  theme— not  an  optional 
interest.”  Two  other  equally  clear 
themes  are  that  “all  we  have  is  a  gift  of 


God,”  and  “we  are  called  to  take 
concrete  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of 
the  dispossessed.  ’  ’ 

He  said  to  care  for  the' hungry  and  poor 
does  not  mean  to  take  permanent 
custody  of  them,  but  to  weave  care  into 
the  very  fabric  of  society. 

Asked  how  the  Protestant  “work  ethic” 
relates  to  poverty  and  hunger,  Dr.  Birch 
said  the  biblical  perspective  is  not 
contrary  to  the  work  ethic  in  its 
"classical”  rendition.  But,  he  said  the 
church  in  America  has  “transformed" 
the  ethic. 

Classically,  the  work  ethic  stressed 
work  as  service  to  God— part  of  the 
Christian’s  everyday  responsibility.  The 
“second  pillar”  of  the  ethic  was  the 
"avoidance  of  conspicuous  consumption, 
extravagance  and  waste.”  Poverty  was 
not  viewed  as  a  sign  of  God’s 
displeasure;  what  was  bad  was 
“idleness.” 

But  "the  church  in  America  has 
transformed  this  concept  into  something 
different,”  he  said.  The  “second  pillar” 
of  avoiding  conspicuous  consumption  has 
been  abandoned  while  extravagance  is 
justified  by  saying,  "I’ve  worked  hard 
enough  to  deserve  these  things.” 

In  a  further  transformation  the  old 
aversion  to  "idleness”  has  become  a  new 
formula.  Instead  of  work  and  idleness 
being  opposites,  work  and  poverty  are 
the  opposites.  Dr.  Birch  said  the 
transformation  comes  out:  “hard  work 
results  in  prosperity;  therefore,  poverty 
is  the  result  of  laziness." 


This  attractive  cross  Is  handmade  by  Navajo 
Indian  silversmiths  of  Western  New  Mexico  and 
set  with  genuine  turquoise  stone.  The  actual  size 
is  approximately  2>i  X  I  inches,  though,  as  with 
all  handmade  items,  some  variation  will  occur. 
They  are  available  by  mail  from  El  Gringo 
Galieries.  N.  Pueblo  Rd.  Box  2X56.  Taos.  N.M. 
87571 .  Send  check  or  money  order. 

$16.95  Postpaid 


Cruise  with  Us  to  the 
'Crucible  of  Christianity' 

Oct.  7-23,  19 77 

You  are  invited  to  join  “Heritage  Tours,”  a  group  of  United  Methodist 
Ministers  and  leading  Biblical  scholars/lecturers  on  a  cruise  of  the 
eastern  Mediterranean  into  the  heart  of  Christianity’s  origins. 

Using  the  newest,  finest  cruise  ship  afloat,  the  M/S  Danae,  we  have  set 
prices  significantly  below  the  market  —  starting  at  $1375! 

Prices  are  inclusive  —  scheduled  airline  charter,  all  meals,  complete  group 
services  including  port  taxes,  complete  sightseeing  in  Venice. 
Alexandria  and  the  Holy  Land.  Plus  attractive  options  in  Egypt, 
Bay  of  Antioch  and  Athens. 

Early  registration  is  VERY  important.  No  vaccinations,  no  membership 
requirements.  A  deposit  NOW  guarantees  choice  of  cabin 
classifications  in  order  of  reception.  Register  by  sending  $200  per 
person  to:  Heritage  Tours,  911  Shelton  Dr.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45429  — 
OR  write  to  above  address  for  comprehensive  brochure. 
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Bible  still  studied  in  USSR 

Christians  find  ways  despite  bans ,  report  says 


WINNIPEG,  Manitoba  (RNS)  -  A 
Mennonite  report  here  states  that 
Christian  believers  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
including  many  children,  are  eagerly 
studying  the  Word  of  God  despite  official 
bans  against  religious  education  and 
private  meetings. 

“We  North  Americans  who  take  our 
religious  liberty  for  granted  would  do 
well  to  remember  some  of  the 
restrictions  which  limit  the  lives  of  our 
Soviet  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,” 
said  LaVerna  Klippenstein,  who  visited 
the  USSR  recently  with  five  other 
Mennonites. 

Her  article,  “Suppose  there  were  no 
Sunday  Schools:  Christian  Education  in 
the  Soviet  Union,”  was  issued  here  by  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee. 

The  report  noted  that  Soviet  law,  in 
essence,  forbids  family  worship.  The 
constitution  forbids  “systematic” 
religious  activities  without  special 
written  permission  from  the  Council 
of  Religious  Affairs  in  Moscow,  and 


recognized  groups  must  include  at  least 
20  people  18  years  or  older.  Children 
under  18  are  discouraged  from  attending 
religious  services.  Religious  education  is 
not  permitted. 

Soviet  law  also  forbids  “performance 
of  religious  rites  under  the  open  sky  and 
in  private  homes  and  apartments  of 
believers.” 

However,  the  Mennonite  report 
indicated  that  Soviet  deputies  often  make 
concessions  and  tolerate  “sporadic" 
private  worship  during  such  events  as 
birthdays,  funerals,  Christmas  and  other 
special  feastdays. 

One  Russian  Christian  said  he 
overcomes  the  requirement  for  a  quorum 
of  20  by  simply  inviting  his  children, 
grandchildren,  and  a  few  neighbors. 
“That  makes  20  anytime,”  he  said. 
“Then  we  have  a  worship  service." 

Such  aspects  of  Christian  education  as 
Sunday  school,  Bible  study,  boys’  and 
girls’  clubs,  publications  and  broadcasts 
—  familiar  to  North  Americans  —  are 


6 Primitive 9  churches 
found  active  in  Siberia 


GENEVA  (EPS)  —  Hundreds  of 
Protestant  congregations  in  the  Asian 
Soviet  republics  and  in  Siberia  lead  an 
■'active  church  life  without  “explicit 
dogmatic  theology,  definite  church 
order,  clergy  and  outward 
organization,”  reported  Dr.  Paul 
Hansen,  Europe  secretary  of  the 
Lutheran  World  Federation,  after  a  visit 
to  the  Soviet  Union. 

These  congregations,  he  said,  have  a 
“strong,  simple,  personal  faith,  present 
an  active  witness  to  the  world  and  with 
their  joyful  participation  in  church 
services  and  their  natural  common 
prayer,  they  give  us  a  vivid  picture  of 
what  the  primitive  Christianity  of  the 
apostles  was  like.”  He  described  a  six- 
hour  service  attended  by  more  than  600 
people  in  the  town  of  Alma  Ata,  capital  of 
the  Kazhak  Soviet  Republic. 

Dr.  Hansen  had  been  requesting 
permission  to  visit  German-speaking 
Lutherans  in  various  parts  of  the  Soviet 
Union  for  the  last  12  years,  but  had  only 
been  able  to  visit  the  Baltic  states  of 
Estonia,  Latvia  and  Lithuania  until  this 
year  when  he  was  able  also  to  visit  Alma 
AtaandZelinograd. 

USSR  government  figures  state  that 
there  are  1.8  million  Russian  Germans  in 


Kazakhstan  who  originally  came  from 
the  territories  occupied  by  the  Volga 
Germans,  the  Black  Sea  Germans,  from 
Volhynia  and  the  larger  Russian  cities 
like  Moscow  and  Leningrad.  During  the 
early  days  of  the  Second  World  War  there 
was  a  massive  forced  resettlement  of 
Germans  into  the  remote  areas.  Dr. 
Hansen  declared  it  is  impossible  to 
determine  how  many  of  these  regard 
themselves  as  Christians. 

Nonetheless  he  stated  “It  is  a  fact  that 
in  hundreds  of  places  in  Kazakhstan  as 
well  as  in  Siberia  and  other  Soviet 
Republics.  .  German-speaking  citizens 
of  Lutheran,  Reformed,  Brethren  and 
Mennonite  persuasion  get  together  for 
services,  prayers,  meetings  and  Bible 
studies.” 

Only  a  few  of  these  “congregations”— 
about  30— are  registered  with  the  state, 
but  they  all  seem  to  have  the  freedom  to 
exist,  Dr.  Hansen  reported.  He  added 
that  in  the  six  Lutheran  churches  in 
Eastern  Europe,  including  in  the  three 
Baltic  states,  there  have  been  no  cases  in 
which  pastors  or  church  workers  or 
members  were  imprisoned,  tortured,  or 
put  in  psychiatric  clinics  because  of  their 
faith. 


‘Deprogramming’  said  to 
threaten  religious  liberty 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Two  persons 
who  were  abducted  from  religious 
groups  in  efforts  to  “deprogram”  them 
reported  here  that  deprogramming 
efforts  are  no  longer  directed  exclusively 
at  members  of  “little  cults.” 

Father  Philaret  Taylor,  22,  an  Old 
Catholic  Church  monk,  who  was 
abducted  from  an  Oklahoma  City 
monastery  last  July,  and  Debby 
Dudgeon,  23,  who  was  taken  from  a 
Roman  Catholic  community  in 
Orangeville,  Ont.,  in  1974,  described  their 
experiences  for  reporters  and  staff  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  at  a 
gathering  in  the  Interchurch  Center. 

Father  Philaret  said  he  had  joined  the 
Monastery  of  the  Holy  Protection  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary  at  age  17.  He 
related  that  he  was  abducted  from  the 
monastery  on  July  15  and  placed  under 
the  temporary  guardianship  of  his  father 
through  a  court  order  that  was  later 
declared  invalid. 

Miss  Dudgeon  told  how  she  was  lured 
out  of  the  Catholic  community  of 
Bethany  by  members  of  her  family,  and 
taken  to  the  home  of  a  professor  in 
Guelph  where,  she  said,  Ted  Patrick  and 


other  deprogrammers  worked  on  her  for 
14  hours. 

Both  Father  Philaret  and  Miss 
Dudgeon  escaped  and  returned  to  their 
religious  communities.  They  are 
publicizing  their  experiences  in  an  effort 
to  counter  what  they  see  as  a  growing 
movement  to  use  paid  specialists  to 
“deprogram”  people  from  groups  that 
their  families  may  find  objectionable. 

Father  Philaret’s  attorney,  Charles 
Lane,  who  is  also  a  resident  at  the 
monastery,  reported  that  several  centers 
of  deprogramming  activity  have  arisen 
throughout  the  country  in  such  places  as 
Tucson,  Dallas,  and  Akron.  He  said 
several  of  them  have  no  direct 
connection  with  Mr.  Patrick,  who  is 
serving  a  prison  term  in  California  after 
conviction  on  a  “false  imprisonment” 
charge. 

Both  Father  Philaret  and  Miss 
Dudgeon  stressed  that  they  are  not 
members  of  groups  that  have  been 
charged  with  using  “brainwashing" 
techniques  to  keep  their  members.  They 
said  they  felt  their  experiences  and  those 
of  others  like  them  indicate  that 
“deprogramming”  is  posing  a  growing 
threat  to  religious  freedom . 


Priest  leaving  priesthood 

He’s  no  stranger  to  controversy 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  No  stranger  to 
controversy  or  to  “more  pragmatic” 
approaches  to  Roman  Catholic  theology, 
Father  Gregory  Baum,  O.S.A.,  who  has 
announced  his  attention  to  leave  the 
priesthood,  has  had  “liberal"  views  on 
thorny  church  questions  ranging  from 
homosexuality  to  Christian  unity. 

The  Toronto-based  author  and  ecu¬ 
menist  has  in  recent  years  predicted  the 
ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood,  a 
non-celibate  priesthood,  the  development 
of  a  “non-confessional  theology”  in 
Christianity,  and  that  the  controversial 
birth  control  encyclical,  “Humanae 
Vitae,"  issued  by  Pope  Paul  in  1968, 
would  change  the  Catholic  Church’s  view 
of  papal  authority. 

Father  Baum,  a  53-year-old 
Augustinian  priest  who  was  born  of 
Jewish  parents  in  Berlin  and  converted 
to  Catholicism  after  he  came  to  Canada 
in  1940,  has  been  a  leader  in  the 
ecumenical  movement,  a  scholar  of 
broad  interests,  the  author  of  several 
books  on  theology  and  related  matters, 
and  one  of  the  most  outspoken 
theologians  of  his  time  in  North  America. 

A  frequent  critic  of  the  Catholic 
Church’s  approach  to  moral  teaching, 
particularly  with  respect  to  such 
questions  ,as  homosexuality  and  birth 
control,  the  Canadian  priest  said 
Catholics  reached  a  new  self¬ 
understanding  of  themselves  after 
Vatican  II  and  the  church  has  not 
responded  to  it.  He  claimed  the  church 
still  holds  the  Middle  Ages  view  that  man 
possesses  a  “static  nature,"  and  that 
morality  is  static  too. 

A  few  years  ago.  in  an  article  written 


for  “Commonweal,"  the  lay-edited 
Catholic  weekly  published  in  New  York, 
Father  Baum  had  suggested  that  the 
church’s  old  arguments  against 
homosexual  activities  would  have  to  be 
reexamined.  He  said  the  religious 
witness  of  Christian  homosexuals  may 
lead  theologians  to  conclude  that  homo¬ 
sexual  love  ...  is  not  contrary  to  human 
nature.” 

In  1974,  Father  Baum  was  one  of  80 
theologians  and  writers  to  endorse  the 
ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood.  In 
a  statement  supporting  the  ordination  of 
II  women  to  the  Episcopal  priesthood, 
they  said  "we  also  believe  that  the 
(Catholic)  priesthood  should  become 
available  to  both  married  and  unmarried 
men  and  women"  and  that  it  is  "unjust” 
to  exclude  women  from  full  participation 
in  ministry. 

In  the  area  of  predictions.  Father 
Baum  said  in  1970  that  a  “non¬ 
confessional  theology"  in  which  the 
doctrines  of  the  church  will  be  contained 
“only  implicitly"  will  come  to  pass;  that 
there  will  be  a  “return  to  the  Scriptures” 
and  a  greater  concern  for  biblical 
theology;  and  that  there  will  be  a  move 
toward  understanding  God’s  presence  in 
the  universal  reality  of  life- 

In  recent  months,  he  was  strongly 
criticized  by  Archbishop  Philip  Pocock  of 
Toronto  for  his  denunciation  of  the 
Vatican  document  on  sexual  ethics. 
Father  Baum  had  disagreed  with  what  he 
called  the  document’s  "legalistic  tone" 
and  its  insistence  that  every  sex  act 
“must  be  within  the  framework  of 
marriage.” 


missing  in  the  USSR,  the  Mennonite 
report  said.  Religious  groups  there  are 
not  allowed  to  give  material  support  to 
members. 

“But  believers  do  study  the  Bible  and 
Christians  do  care  for  one  another,"  the 
report  said.  “Bible  study  happens 
spontaneously  after  a  shared  meal. 
Children  listen  to  adults  discuss  the 
charismatic  movement  and  church 
discipline.” 

“We  pray  much  for  our  children,"  a  39- 
year-old  father  of  six  said  in  response  to 
the  question,  “How  do  you  carry  on 
Christian  education?” 

“We  know  that  what  they  learn  about 
Christ  depends  upon  our  efforts  in  the 
home  and  we  take  that  responsibility 
very  seriously,”  he  said.  “We  believe 
that  God  leads  in  every  detail  of  our  lives 
and  our  children  learn  early  to  trust  God 
to  lead  aright.” 

Commenting  on  the  atheistic 
influences  at  school,  the  father  said, 
“Our  children  don’t  expect  to  be 
understood  by  their  classmates  or 
supported  by  their  teachers.  They  learn 
early  that  ours  is  not  a  Christian  culture. 
Perhaps  because  of  this,  they  become 
very  dependent  on  God  early  in  life  and 
develop  a  simple  trust  in  Him.  ’  ’ 

To  witness  and  express  their  faith, 
“they  write  poetry  and  stories  and 
music,"  he  said.  “We  teach  our  children 
to  witness  by  their  lives  with  expressions 
of  love,  honesty,  conscientious 
fulfillment  of  school  responsibilities  and 
a  caring  concern  for  others.” 

The  father  said  that  the  children  wear 
the  red  scarves  that  identify  the  Young 
Pioneers.  “We  tell  them  to  view  the, 
scarves  as  simply  part  of  the  school 
uniform,”  he  said.  “Their  first 
allegiance  is  to  God,  but  they  must  also 
respect  the  authority  of  our 
government.” 

Recalling  some  of  the  highlights  of  her 
visit  to  the  USSR,  LaVerna  Klippenstein 
described  the  baptism  of  57  believers 
during  an  outdoor  worship  service  one 
Sunday  in  July,  followed  by  a  box  lunch 
picnic.  The  baptism  took  place  in  the 
Dnieper  River  at  Kiev. 

“The  congregation  of  about  600  swelled 
to  a  thousand  as  others  from  the  park 
joined  to  watch  the  service.  .  .  Some 
heard  the  singing  and  stayed  to  learn  of 
God’s  love.  Sue  responded  to  that  love 
and  made  commitments  to  Christ.  ” 


U.M.  6 interns 9  at  work 

STOCKTON,  Calif.  —  Gaining  practical  experience  as  well 
as  financial  assistance  are  the  aims  of  a  new  intern  program 
underway  at  United  Methodist-related  University  of  the 
Pacific  here.  Eligible  U.M.  students  are  assigned  to  various 
churches  in  the  community  and  paid  $125  a  month  for 
approximately  50  hours  of  work. 

Huston  Green  of  Lodi  [top  photo)  goes  over  some  literature 
with  a  teenager  as  he  works  with  the  youth  group  at  First  UMC 
in  Lodi.  Cathy  Callis  of  Uycaipa  [right  photo],  helps  a 
youngster  in  a  Bible  class  at  Central  UMC  in  Stockton. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  PACIFIC  PHOTOS 


Poll  claims  1 1  million  adults  in 
transcendental  meditation,  yoga 


PRINCETON.  N.J.  (RNS)  -  A  Gallup 
Poll  reveals  that  about  12  percent  of 
American  adults  are  engaged  in  non- 
traditional  religious  movements  such  as 
yoga,  meditation  and  charismatic 
renewal. 

Transcendental  Meditation  (TM)  was 
found  to  be  the  most  popular,  supported 
by  4  percent  of  persons  surveyed  or  an 
estimated  6  million  of  the  general  public. 

Yoga  followed  in  popularity,  gaining  3 
percent  of  respondents  or  an  estimated  5 
million  of  the  public.  Both  the 
charismatic  renewal  and  mysticism 
each  received  2  percent  of  the  responses, 
or  an  estimated  3  million  people  each. 
Eastern  religions  were  followed  by  1 
percent  of  respondents,  or  a  projected  2 
million  of  the  public.  The  Gallup  Poll  was 
conducted  Aug.  27-30  on  a  sampling  of 
1,553  adults  aged  18  or  older.  They  were 
shown  a  card  containing  the  names  of 


religious  disciplines  which  were  little 
known  in  the  U.S.  until  recent  years. 

The  list  included  TM,  a  meditation 
technique  introduced  in  the  U.S.  by 
Maharishi  Mahesh  Yogi:  yoga,  an 
Indian-based  system  of  philosophical  and 
physical  methods  of  attaining  self- 
mastery;  oriental  religions;  charismatic 
renewal,  the  Christian  movement  which 
emphasizes  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit;  and 
mysticism,  which  contains  elements  of 
earlier  Christianity. 

Options  listed  in  the  poll  implicitly 
cover  most  major  movements  and  sects 
that  have  emerged  in  the  U.S.,  in  recent 
years. 

The  Gallup  report  said  that  most  of  the 
new  religions  tend  to  place  great  value  on 
the  inner  self  and  the  attainment  of 
mental,  psychic  or  spiritual  states  of 
peace  Some  of  the  movements  have 
become  highly  organized  while  others 


Nativity  scene  at  Christmas 


Custom  spans  land ,  language 


By  LUCILLE  J.  GOODYEAR 

Costa  Rica,  Germany,  Italy  — 
whatever  the  land  or  language,  one  of 
the  most  revered  Christmas  customs 
is  the  re-enactment  of  Christ’s  birth 
through  the  creation  of  a  Nativity 
scene. 

St.  Francis  of  Assisi  is  credited  with 
originating  the  custom  in  the  13th 
century.  The  pious  friar  obtained 
special  permission  from  the  Pope  to 
set  up  a  manger  scene,  hoping  to 
dramatize  the  beauty  and  meaning  of 
the  Holy  Infant’s  birth  for  his 
followers  in  Greccio,  Italy. 

He  used  people  from  his  village  to 
portray  the  Holy  Family,  87 
shepherds,  angels  and  three  Kings. 
He  also  placed  live  animals  in  the 
stable  scene,  with  enough  feed  to  keep 
them  contented  while  he  conducted 
the  Christmas  service  for  the 
villagers  and  those  who  came  from 
miles  around. 

As  word  of  the  Nativity  re¬ 
enactment  spread  through  Europe, 
the  idea  soon  became  part  of  the 
church  observance  of  the  Christmas 
season  and  later  was  adapted  for 
homes.  Throughout  Europe 
craftsmen  began  to  create  figures  for 
creches.  The  earliest  were  carved  of 
wood,  molded  of  clay,  and  sometimes 
made  of  precious  metals.  Some  were 
even  fashioned  of  papier-mache  and 
artistically  painted. 

The  Italians,  particularly,  gave  full 
vent  to  their  imaginative  talents. 


adding  more  figures  to  the  elaborate 
displays  each  year.  The  “prespio” 
was  to  be  found  in  every  home,  and 
some  took  as  long  as  100  years  to 
complete,  though  the  figures 
generally  were  only  eight-  to  16  inches 
in  height.  The  complex  work  was 
passed  from  one  generation  to 
another. 

By  the  late  1800’s  the  interest  in 
Nativity  scenes  began  to  wane,  and 
then  renewed  in  the  beginning  of  the 
19th  century.  Though  it  orginally 
began  as  a  Catholic  custom,  people 
affiliated  with  other  churches 
throughout  Europe,  South  America 
and  the  United  States  took  up  the 
custom. 

Using  whatever  materials  were 
available  to  them  and  employing  their 
own  traditions  in  their  works,  people 
in  every  land  and  from  every  way  of 
life  have  created  their  own  concept  of 
the  lovely  manger  scene. 

In  homes  throughout  Latin  America 
the  “nacimiento”  is  the  center  of 
attraction.  The  scenes  vary  —  from 
very  simple  settings  with  only  a  few 
crude  figures,  to  very  elaborate 
representations  that  may  include  the 
entire  countryside  around  Bethlehem. 

Perhaps  the  most  detailed  creations 
are  to  be  found  in  Costa  Rica,  where 
they  are  called  “portals."  At  times 
they  are  put  together  on  such  a  large 
scale  that  the  manger  scene  fills  an 
entire  room.  Though  not  officially 
assembled  and  displayed  until  Dec. 


16,  preparations  are  in  process  early 
in  summer,  due  to  the  size  and  detail 
involved.  Whole  villages,  local  as  well 
as  biblical  in  detail,  are  developed 
over  the  years.  There  may  be  rivers, 
waterfalls,  mountains  and  valleys,  in 
addition  to  replicas  of  little  coffee 
plantations.  Intricate  lighting  systems 
are  used,  including  the  great  star  over 
the  manger. 

In  Guatemala  the  crudely-made 
“nacimiento"  is  apt  to  contain 
everything  and  anything  that  is  gay 
and  colorful.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
biblical  figures,  one  will  find  moss, 
berries,  painted  shells,  Indian  figures 
in  native  costumes,  as  well  as  small 
bits  of  pottery  and  ’clever  hand- 
formed  animals. 

To  Latin  Americans  the  manger 
scene  is  a  meaningful  undertaking  of 
deep  reverence  The  figure  of  the 
Christ  Child  is  not  placed  in  the 
Nativity  scene  until  Christmas  Eve, 
when  it  is  placed  with  great  ceremony 
and  joyous  singing— as  well  as  a  bit  of 
festive  celebrating.  The  Three  Kings 
are  set  some  distance  from  the 
manger  and  each  day  moved  a  little 
closer  until  they  reach  their  destina¬ 
tion  on  January  6,  the  feastday  of  the 
Three  Kings. 

Whatever  the  style  or  materials 
used— the  meaning  is  the  same. 
“Peace  on  earth  to  those  on  whom  His 
favor  rests.” 

Mrs.  Goodyear  is  a  free  lance  writer 
living  in  Central  America. 


Women  kept  from  leadership 
in  church,  Austrian  pastor  says 

A  '  U  NIC  1  Tn  AnA  Apinn  Pcfilpmn  CAI/I 


remain  as  informal  groups  of  a  small 
number  of  members. 

Religious  leaders  and  sociologists  have 
attributed  the  increasing  interest  in 
these  new  movements  to  various  causes. 
Among  them  are  the  desire  by  many  to 
find  peace  in  the  midst  of  a  tense  modern 
society,  and  the  desire  to  find  inner 
spiritual  meaning  in  a  secular  society 
which  has  become  what  “seekers" 
believe  to  be  overly  scientific  and 
rationalistic. 

Commenting  on  the  followers  of  TM 
and  yoga,  the  Gallup  Poll  found  them 
“broadly  speaking”  young  adults  18-24, 
“those  in  college  or  who  are  generally 
non-religious  in  the  traditional  sense." 

Baptists  protest 
federal  control 
in  their  schools 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Southern 
Baptists  in  South  Carolina,  Louisiana 
and  Texas  have  protested  “federal 
control”  over  Baptist  institutions. 

Reports  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of 
the  Inter-Agency  Council,  the 
organization  of  educational  and  human 
welfare  institutions  of  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas, 
complained  of  financial  domination 
through  government  rate  regulation, 
requests  for  photocopies  of  all  records 
for  certain  time  periods  because  of 
alleged  racial  discrimination,  and 
demands  for  immediate  compliance  with 
voluminous,  complex  regulations. 

Abner  McCall,  president  of  Baylor 
University,  Waco,  said  “whether  we  get 
federal  aid  or  not,  we’re  going  to  get 
federal  control.” 

At  their  annual  meetings,  the 
Louisiana  and  South  Carolina  Baptist 
Conventions  passed  resolutions  opposing 
government  instrusion. 

South  Carolina  messengers 
(delegates)  said  the  U.S  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare  (HEW-) 
has  “made  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the 
functions"  of  Baptist  College  a* 
Charleston  by  calling  for  an  end  to 
“sectarian”  teaching  and  worship  in 
facilities  funded  by  federal  loans. 

The  convention  adopted  a  report 
urging  state  Baptist  colleges  not  to 
“accept  any  further  funds  for  acquisition 
or  construction  of  buildings  which  would 
cause  restriction  of  purpose.  ” 

The  messengers  also  urged  trustees  at 
Baptist  College  to  provide  a  place  on 
campus  "for  worship,  Bible  teaching  and 
denominational  activities,  which  is  free 
from  government  censorship.” 

The  report  was  accompanied  by  hearty 
"amens”  and  frequent  applause  from  the 
audience  as  it  was  presented 


GENEVA  (RNS)  —  In  one  Asian 
church,  reports  Pastor  Eva  Zabolai- 
Csekme,  women  can  serve  and  cook 
congregational  dinners,  but  they  may  not 
touch  or  wash  the  vessels  used  for  holy 
communion. 

Pastor  Zabolai-Csekme  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  of  the  Augsburg 
Confession  in  Austria,  and  secretary  for 
worship  and  women  in  the  church  of  the 
Lutheran  World  Federation  used  that 
“pagan"  practice  as  an  extreme 
example  of  women’s  status  in  the  church. 

She  was  reporting  on  a  series  of 
consultations  involving  800  Lutheran 
Women  around  the  world. 

The  Austrian  pastor  noted  that  women 
seem  to  be  kept  from  church  leadership- 
roles  even  in  countries  where  they  hold 
high  secular  positions  in  business, 
government  or  education. 

In  most  cases,  Pastor  Zabolai-Csekme 
said,  women  are  the  “majority  of  the 
active  membership  of  the  churches,  and 
although  they  carry  out  most  of  the  work 
on  the  congregational  level,  only  a  very 
few  churches  have  a  fulltime  paid  staff 
dealing  with  and  among  women.” 

“Time  and  again  we  were  told  that  the 
churches  were  losing  the  educated 
women  because  the  church  did  not  give 
them  significant  things  to  do  or 
considered  the  work  that  they  did  do  as 
simply  menial  chores.”  Pastor  Zabolai- 


Csekme  said. 

In  general,  she  said,  the  women  at  the 
consultations  found  that  “though  coming 
from  different  cultural  backgrounds." 
they  “often  share  a  similar  lot." 

She  added  that  it  is  important  for 
Christian  women  in  different  areas  to  get 
to  know  one  another  at  international 
sessions. 

j  Poem  of  the  Week 

Prepare  for  love 
By  JAYE  GIAMMARINO 
Under  a  blanket  of  glistening  white 
muffle  all  the  land  this  night  .  .  . 

let  the  world  in  silence  wait 
and  with  joy  anticipate, 

the  Holy  birth,  the  gift  of  love 
the  brightest  star  to  shine  above. 

Vesper  bells  prepare  to  ring 
from  the  highest  rafters  sing  .  . 

send  your  reverential  chime 
through  the  air  in  perfect  rhyme. 

Peel  a  hymn  of  love  on  earth 
on  the  day  of  Christ’s  rebirth  . 

Christmas  Spirit  once  again 
put  love  in  the  hearts  of  men. 


Religion  an  ‘ advantage ’  to  top  college  passer 

PROVO,  Utah — Gifford  Nielsen  lets  go  of  a  pass,  something  he’s  been  doing  a  lot  of 
this  season  as  quarterback  for  the  Brigtam  Young  University  Cougars.  The  BYU 
junior  is  the  top-ranked  passer  in  the  country,  leading  the  nation’s  quarterbacks  in 
touchdown  passes  [29  in  11  games]  and  passing  yards  [3,192— only  the  fourth  man  in 
collegiate  history  to  go  over  3,000  yards  in  a  season]. 

One  advantage  Mr.  Nielsen  feels  he  has  is  his  religion.  A  Mormon  in  the  strictest 
sense,  he  doesn't  smoke  or  swear  or  drink  alcoholic  beverages,  coffee  or  tea.  “We 
call  it  the  word  of  wisdom.'  "  he  said.  “When  you  play  at  BYU.  whether  you’re  a 
Mormon  or  non-Morman,  you  have  to  sign  your  name  to  a  list  of  guidelines  to  live  by. 
I  thoroughly  stand  by  this,  because  otherwise,  you’re  hurting  your  body.  There’s  no 
place  for  that  in  athletics."  religious  news  service  photo 
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Christmas  sponsorships  and  gifts 


Trimming  the  tree .  .  . 


The  Children’s  Home  "family”  joins  together  in  wishing  you  and  your  family  a 
wonderful  and  blessed  Christmas  season.  May  God  bless  you  for  helping  make  this  a 
happy  time  for  the  Children’s  Home  family. 

Thank  you 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  Harvest  Day  Offering  is  still  being 
received.  The  Children's  Home  wishes  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  all  of  the  Churches  throughout  the  Conference  for  this  help. 
Each  church  in  the  Conference  will  receive  a  letter  with  the  amount 
you  have  given  to  the  Children's  Home  in  time  for  your  District 
Audit  Meeting.  Our  books  will  close  the  first  week  in  January.  You 
can  look  for  that  information  at  that  time. 

Thank  you  for  all  you  have  done  throughout  the  past  year.  “  when 
you  have  done  for  one  of  the  least  of  these,  you  have  done  for  Me.” 

May  your  Christmas  be  a  Holy  and  Joyous  one  and  the  New  Year 
be  bright  with  Hope. 


Christmas  ceramics 
crafts  .  .  . 


Talk  about  excitement . well,  it  is  in  the  air  at  the  Louisiana  Methodist 

Children’s  Home  and  that  excitement  increases  as  the  Christinas  season  draws 
nearer.  Christmas  comes  early  at  MCH  due  to  the  school  and  visitation  schedule. 
Christmas  will  be  observed  in  the  houses  on  Thursday,  December  IB.  The  annua! 
Christmas  Chapel  program  will  be  at  6  p.m.  prior  to  the  individual  house  parties. 


From  the  Executive  Director 

Our  Children’s  Home  has  been  a 
great  ministry  in  the  life  of  our 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  This 
ministry  has  held  steadfast  since  its 
founding  in  December  1902.  The  74 
years  that  have  passed  have  presented 
many  challenges  to  our  Church.  Our 
Children’s  Home  has  helped  thousands 
of  children  and  their  families  in  spite  of 
the  socio-economic  and  religious 
turmoil  around  us.  Love,  care,  and 
concern  for  children  have  remained 
steadfast,  while  the  particular  needs  of 
children  have  changed  over  the  years.  We  are  no  longer  an  orphanage,  but  are 
now  serving  children  and  their  families  in  times  of  crisis.  While  statistics  tell  us 
that  there  are  less  than  one-half  of  one  percent  of  children  who  are  now  orphans, 
it  is  evident  that  there  are  thousands  of  Louisiana  families  with  children 
experiencing  crises. 

In  1977  our  Church  is  facing  an  even  greater  challenge  in  our  ministry  to 
children.  A  larger  number  of  children  possess  a  greater  number  of  problems 
than  ever  before  While  modern  society  has  almost  cured  the  orphan  syndrome, 
children  are  now  abused,  neglected,  mistreated,  unwanted,  and  experience  an 
alarming  rate  of  behavior  disorder  and  deprivation.  While  love  is  basic  in  child 
care  we  are  also  required  to  possess  the  skills  of  modern  society  in  helping 
children  and  families  cope  with  their  crises.  It  is  very  evident  that  children  still 
need  help.  A  greater  number  of  children  need  help  today  than  ever  before  in  our 
history. 

Our  Children’s  Home's  ministry  is  an  investment  that  never  fails  to  declare  a 
dividend.  From  a  human  standpoint,  a  bond  is  given  for  this  work  that  yields 
annually  an  increasing  amount  of  interest  until  the  end  of  time.  It  never 
matures.  But  it  goes  on  with  an  ever  increasing  rate.  As  we  learn  the  lesson  that 
to  be  a  Christian  is  to  be  Christlike  and  as  we  seek  to  put  this  truth  into  all  of  the 
practical  affairs  of  life;  is  it  too  much  for  us  to  deny  ourselves  some  fleeting, 
doubtful  pleasures  here  that  we  may  do  something  for  Him?  "In  as  much  as  ye 
did  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  unto  Me.” 

May  this  Christmas  be  the  most  Christlike  you  and  your  loved  ones  have  ever 
experienced  and  may  this  New  Year  be  the  most  rewarding  in  your  life. 


Christian  Fellowship  Class.  1st  UMC.  Bastrop 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Hood,  Amite,  LA 

Dorcas  Class,  1st  UMC,  New  Iberia,  LA 

United  Methodist  Women,  1st  UMC,  Amite.  LA 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  S.  McCleskey,  Baton  Rouge 

Upper  Room  Class,  Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Shreveport 

United  Methodist  Women,  1st  UMC,  St.  Joseph,  LA 

Gideon  Class,  1st  UMC,  Slidell.  LA 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  Ogelsby,  Baton  Rouge 

St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist  Women,  Metairie,  LA 

Worker’s  Bible  Class,  Mangum  Memorial  UMC,  Shreveport 

Fellowship  Class,  Broadmoor  UMC.  Baton  Rouge 

Couples  Class,  Broadmoor  UMC.  Shreveport 

Sunshine  Bible  Class,  Memorial  UMC,  Monroe.  LA 

Open  Door  Class,  1st  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  LA 

Wesleyan  Bible  Class,  1st  UMC,  Cottdn  Valley,  LA 

Christian  Homebuilders,  1st  UMC,  Bastrop.  LA 

Christiannaire  Class.  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC.  Bogalusa,  LA 
50-50  Class,  1st  UMC,  Alexandria.  LA 


Gleaner's  Class,  1st  UMC,  Havnesville,  LA 

Edna  Cooper  Class,  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC.  Bogalusa,  LA 

Fellowship  Class.  1st  UMC,  Haynesville.  LA 

Friendship  Class.  Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreveport,  LA 

Hopewell  UMC,  Pitkin,  LA 

Thornton-Miller  Class,  1st  UMC,  Mansfield.  LA 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  K.  L.  Morelock.  Haynesville.  LA 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Carter  Cox,  Jr. .  Bastrop,  LA 

Construction  Materials,  Inc.  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

T.  L.  James  &  Co.,  Inc..  Ruston,  LA 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  H.  L.  Johns,  Monroe.  LA 

Cheermaker’s  Class.  Mangum  Mem.  UMC,  Shreveport,  LA 

Lottie  B.  Mitchell  Sunday  School  Class.  1st  UMC.  Ponchatoula,  LA 

L.  D.  Allen,  Jr..  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Women’s  Auxiliary,  Newellton  Union  Church,  Newellton,  LA 

Mrs.  Kathryn  D.  Roddy,  Clinton.  LA 

Mattie  Eiland  Class.  David  Haas  Mem  UMC.  Bunkie.  LA 

St.  Paul’s  Circle  5,  St.  Paul’s  UMC.  Monroe.  LA 

Warner  Class,  1st  UMC,  Monroe,  LA 

Men’s  Bible  Class,  1st  UMC.  West  Monroe.  LA 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bert  Greve,  Shreveport,  LA 
Builder’s  Sunday  School  Class,  1st  UMC,  DeQuincy,  LA 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  Caldwell,  Vivian,  LA 
Mrs.  Claude  Harrison,  Monroe,  LA 

Mamie  Record  Circle,  Mary  Winans  Wall  Memorial  UMC,  Clinton,  LA 

Johnny  Wolf.  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Mr.  J.  Hugh  Wimberly,  Castor,  LA 

Gleaner’s  Class,  1st  UMC,  Shreveport,  LA 

Miss  Mary  M.  Holt,  Tallulah,  LA 

Deborah  Unit  III,  1st  UMC,  Mansfield.  LA 

Joyous  Fellowship  Circle,  1st  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

United  Methodist  Women,  1st  UMC,  Greenwood,  LA 

Edgar  L.  Harris,  Monroe.  LA 

Robert  A.  Stinson,  Gilliam,  LA 

Young  Adult  Class,  Woodlawn  UMC,  West  Monroe,  LA 

Friendship  Class,  Aurora  UMC,  New  Orleans,  LA 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  L.  Dickens 

Friendship  Class,  Southside  UMC.  Monroe,  LA 

Wm.  P.  Scott,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  LA 


Memorials  for  November  1976 


In  Memory  of  Mr.  Shirley  G.  Jackson,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Howard  Kelley  & 
Family’  Farr  Auto  Supply  of  Winnfield,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rufus  Rogers.  Mrs.  Clyde  F. 
Swanson.  Mrs.  A.  I.  Talton,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  B.  Hemperley  &  Mrs.  Marilyn  H. 
Hughes 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Herman  Wood,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  T.  Crowe 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Oena  Holmes  Boyd,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  M.  T.  Crowe 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Bion  Bamburg.  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  T  Crowe 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Clinton  Bates,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M  T.  Crowe  &  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Howard  Kelley  and  Family 

In  Memory  of  Infant  Daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronnie  Brewton,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs 
Howard  Kelley  and  Family 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Zoe  Heard  McGinty,  given  by  Mrs.  Sophia  S.  Cook 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mrs.  Sophia  S.  Cook 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  A.  Watson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Frances  Florey  Collins,  given  by  Mrs,  Ed  Shultz 
In  Memory  of  Dennis  C.  Higginbotham,  given  by  the  Employees  of  Penrod  Drilling 
SVs71  ’ 

In  Memory  of  Alfred  H.  Sims,  Jr. ,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Denton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  E.  R.  McDonald,  given  by  Newellton  Union  Church 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Ann  Walz,  given  by  the  Roy  Bagley  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Moore,  given  by  The  Roy  Bagley  Family 
In  Memory  of  J  M.  Morrow,  given  by  Mrs.  Dorcas  G  .  Perkins 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Shirley  G.  Jackson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B  F.  Hamilton 
In  Memory  of  Clay  Kelley,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Frank  Mulheam 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maud  Law,  given  by  Elsie  Pullen  S  S  Class 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Rheba  Lee.  given  by  Elsie  Pullen  S  S  Class 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dawson  Barr,  given  by  Mr.  Sidney  Griggs 
In  Memory  of  Mrs  Grace  Fuller,  given  by  Mrs.  James  Adger 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Shirley  Jackson,  given  by  Mrs.  Doris  Holland  &  Mrs.  Jewell  Pugh 
In  Memor’v  of  Mamie  Methvin,  given  by  The  Willie  Nelson  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  H  J.  (Margaret)  Calvin,  given  by  Elizabeth  Lowrey 
In  Memorv  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Barham,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs  Don  Bacon 
In  Memor’v  of  J.  M.  "Bell”  Morrow,  given  by  Mrs.  Andrew  E  Neilsen 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  L.  C.  Aycock,  given  by  Mrs.  Charles  B  McGowan 
In  Memory  of  Mr  J.  W.  King,  given  by  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan 
In  Memory  of  Robert  Homer  Wells,  given  by  Howard  &  Lucille  Denison 
In  Memory  of  Robert  Homer  Wells,  given  by  the  Longstreet  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gaynell  Capps,  given  by  Jean  &  David  Allred 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Abner  Wimberly,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs  Dallas  Thomason 
In  Memory  of  John  R.  Davis,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  D  E  Allred  &  David 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  Sidney  Carter,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Dallas  Thomason 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  McClendon,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dallas  Thomason 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ben  Pardue,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E  Godfrey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruby  Polk,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Godfrey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Belle  Scriber.  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Godfrey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs  Clara  R  Nicholson,  given  by  Brushwood  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Moreland  Lewis,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Richard  Jones  &  Mr.  &  Mrs 
W.  A. Jones 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs  Richard  Jones  &  Mr.  &  Mrs 
W.  A  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Colvin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Jones  &  Mr  &  Mrs 
W  A  Jones 

In  Memory  of  Mr  L.  S.  Huckabav.  given  by  Bona  H  Fortson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Sam  Lindsey,  given  by  Bona  H  Fortson 
In  Memory  of  Mr  George  Posey,  given  by  Bona  H  Fortson 
In  Memory  of  Mr  George  Bates,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  F  Whatlev 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Shirley  G.  Jacksonb  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  F.  Whatley 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  J  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Employees  -  United  Services  Automobile 
Assn..  San  Antonio,  TX 

In  Memory  of  Mrs  Ethel  Lee.  given  by  Mrs  Lester  Bennett 

In  Memory  of  Mr  Lee.  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Fenner 

In  Memory  of  Mr  Shem  Ryan,  given  by  Mrs  Roy  T  Wesson 

In  Memory  of  Mr  Alfred  H.  Sims.  Jr.,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs  Harold  Napper 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Bill  Rogers 

In  Memory  of  Mr  Bill  Morrow,  given  by  Willie  &  Clara  Calhoun 

In  Memory  of  Willie  L  Campbell,  given  by  Mrs.  S.  L.  Seals 

In  Memory  of  Shirley  G.  Jackson,  given  by  Mrs  Grace  Taylor  &  Mr  &  Mrs.  Jesse 
Bridges 

In  Memory  of  Clara  F  Johnson,  given  by  Judy  S  Simmons  &  Jeremy 


In  Memory  of  Dr  Hasson  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  W.  Perritt 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  The  Paul  Davis  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Varies  Kidder,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Pickett 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lucille  S.  Goeddertz.  given  by  Mrs.  Anna  May  Rohrbacker 
In  Memor’v  of  Mrs.  R.  W.  Harrison,  given  by  Mathilda  DeHart  Circle.  Abbeville.  LA 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lucille  S.  Goeddertz.  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  Robert  Bennett 
In  Memory  of  Lottie  Mae  Nations,  given  by  Lucille  McLean  S  S  Class.  1st  UMC, 
Bastrop,  LA 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Frank  Villerreal.  given  by  Delta  Kappa  Gamma.  DeRidder.  LA 
In  Memory  of  George  S.  Haislip,  given  bv  Prine  Building  Materials,  Walker,  LA 
In  Memory  of  Mark  Mitchell,  given  by  Women's  Club  of  Lafayette 
In  Memory  of  Rev  Henry  Rickey,  given  by  J.  B.  Holstead 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  G.  M.  Anderson,  given  by  Mrs.  G.  M.  Anderson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lucille  S.  Goeddertz.  given  by  John  H.  &  Emily  Goeddertz.  and 
John  W.  Goeddertz 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J  T  Folk.  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  James  Aycock.  anonymous 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  given  by  Mrs.  Steven  Pekar 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Barham,  given  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Pipes 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  C.  Smitha .  given  by  Zwolle  UMC 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  A.S.J.  Neill,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Roberts 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Belle  Scriber,  given  by  Mary  C.  Womble 

In  Memory  of  Mr  Ben  Pardue.  given  by  Mary  C.  Womble 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Gladys  Jones,  given  by  Thelma  Stalder 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Sayre,  given  by  Mrs.  Jeannine  Wimberly 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Dan  Stokes,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Wiley  H.  Heard.  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Willie  H.  Campbell,  given  by  Ernest  &  Ida  Campbell 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  H.  J.  Brown,  given  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ball 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  E.  T.  Broadnax,  given  by  Dr.  S.  J.  Ogden 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Thesta  &  Gordon  Hogan 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Shirley  Jackson,  given  by  Rozelle  Fomby  &  Margaret  Clinton 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ethei  O.  Barnett,  given  by  Jean  &  David  Allred 

In  Memory  of  John  A.  Hardin.  Jr.,  given  by  Mrs.  R.  C.  Nelson.  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Reita  Sims,  given  by  Mrs.  Lee  McIntyre 
In  Memorv  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Colvin,  given  by  Mary  Lou  &  Robert  Berry 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lovania  Blakey.  given  by  Buddy  &  Patty  Guier 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  &  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  W  Colvin 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mrs.  Eunice  C.  Williamson 
In  Memor’v  of  Mr.  Shirley  G.  Jackson,  given  by  A1  M.  Cobb 
In  Memorv  of  Paul  E.  Grant,  given  by  G  G.  Grant 
In  Memory  of  Carl  K.  White,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  G.  Taylor 
In  Memorv  of  Mr.  Alfred  Kennedy,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  Y.  Tillinghast 
In  Memor’v  of  W.  D.  McHahen.  given  by  Leland  &  Nancy  Sullivan  . 

In  Memor’v  of  Mr.  Sam  Lindsey,  given  by  Mrs.  Tullete  Jackson  &  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  C.  R.  "Edna"  Adams,  given  by  W.  H.&Otha  Tyler 
In  Memory1  of  Mr  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mrs.  Ammon  C  Buckley 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Cleve  Mack,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Kennedy  Morelock 
In  Memory  of  Mrs  J.  K.  Foxworth.  given  by  Mrs.  Mack  A.  Pope 
In  Memory  of  Dr  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mrs.  Milton  B  Adams 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  Henry  A .  Rickey,  given  by  W.  D.  &  Puddin  Cotton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  George  K  Anding 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Elaine  LaRue 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  J  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Elaine  LaRue 

In  Memory  of  James  Aycock.  given  by  Mrs.  Lester  Bennett  and  Mrs,  Earl  Mann 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Matthews,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Olen  Kettler 
In  Memory  of  Mrs  Sue  Willie  Long,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Olen  Kettler 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sue  Long,  given  by  The  Ray  Bagleys 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Barnett,  given  by  Ray  &  Eulora  Bagley 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Goeddertz.  given  by  Wade  H.  Obier 

In  Memory  of  Mr  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Miss  Charlotte  Lewis  &  Miss  Harvye 
Lewis 

In  Memory  of  Mrs  Asha  Walters,  given  by  Mrs.  Martha  Harveston 

In  Memory  of  L.  S.  Huckaby.  given  by  Mrs.  Tommie  Pierson 

In  Memory  of  L.  S.  Huckaby.  given  by  Elizabeth  Lowrey 

In  Memory  of  Carl  K  White.  Sr.,  given  by  Conway  Hospital  Women's  Auxiliary 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Carroll,  given  by  Mrs.  InaC  Parnell 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mr  &  Mrs.  Vann  L.  Pratt 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Velma  Connell,  given  by  Miss  Margarett  Howell 


In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Napper 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Baldwin,  given  by  Zelma  &  Thelma  Berry 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  B.  D.  Pardue,  given  by  Zelma  &  Thelma  Berry 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruby  Belle  Scriber.  given  by  Zelma  &  Thelma  Berry 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Edward  T.  Broadnax,  given  by  Mrs.  Lynch  Maddox 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Hugh  Lide,  given  by  Mrs.  Ed  Shultz 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  Stone,  given  by  Mrs.  Ed  Shultz 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  given  by  Rozelle  Fomby  and  Margaret  Clinton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Stone,  given  by  Rozelle  Fomby  and  Margaret  Clinton 
In  Memory  of  James  H.  Stone,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  K.  West 
In  Memory  of  Wm.  Oglesby.  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  Oglesby 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  Oglesby 
In  Memory  of  Carl  Duncan,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  Fenner 

In  Memory  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Jane  &  Fred  Price  and  Audrey  &  Frank 
Baxter 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  L.  Cole,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Jones,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Van  Y.  Wooldridge,  given  by  the  J.  H.  Colvin,  Jr.  Family 
In  Memory  of  Ben  D.  Pardue,  given  by  The  J.  H.  Colvin,  Jr.  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mames  McClendon,  given  by  Mrs.  Lucille  Coates 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Ethel  Tait,  given  by  Mrs.  Lester  Bennett 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Erdman  B.  Mabry,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Rogers 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Rogers 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Colvin,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Rogers 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  R.  H.  Fuller,  given  by  Grafton  McKinney  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Belle  Scriber.  given  by  Effie  N.  Burt 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mrs.  H.  D.  Hinton 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dona  Lee  Sherman,  given  by  Bob  &  Janell  Wade 
In  Memory  of  Lois  McIntosh  Dunlop,  given  by  Flem  &  Ruchelle  Hatch 
In  Memory  of  John  Banken.  given  by  Emily  Page  &  Families 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lelia  Bourgeois,  given  by  Mrs.  Leon  Boggs 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joe  A.  Price,  given  by  Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Lucille  S.  Goeddertz,  given  by  Mrs.  A.  F.Shambley 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Dell  Cope,  given  by  the  Wednesday  Group 
In  Memory  of  Lovinia  C.  Blakey,  given  by  Ladies  S  S  Class.  Mt.  Lebanon  Baptist 
Church 

In  Memory  of  Lloyd  Hayford,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Fortuna 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Dan  Chapman,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Killgore 
In  Memory  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Milam 
In  Memory  of  Add  Thompson,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  B.  Milam 
In  Memory  of  Frank  M.  Lee.  given  by  Charles  &  Gwen  Vaughan 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jay  Meadows,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  Snider 
In  Memory  of  Abner  Wimberly,  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  Alexander 


Wondering  what  to  Give  This  Christmas? 

This  may  help  to  answer  your  question.  Your  Christmas  contribution  will  bring 
the  happiest  of  holiday  seasons  to  all  the  children  and  youth  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home. 

Below  is  a  contribution  blank  which  may  be 
filled  out  and  enclosed  with  your  check  or 
money  order.  All  contributions  should  be 
mailed  to: 

Methodist  Children's  Home 
P.  O.  Drawer  H 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 

I  am  happy  to  make  this  very  special  Christmas 
gift  for  the  children.  Please  accept  the  enclosed 


contribution.  Amount:  S 


(fl  OI  O  I 
mom 
xj  x  z  r~ 
m  -h  i 
<  m 


~0  00  > 
O  00  X 
X  -c 


r-  oo 

H 

CD 

X 

r~  x» 

X 


fV) 

~sl  vyi 

-»  <3 

_»  O 

O  v/i 

-t'  vC 


ITTVITFTl 


.0T?0  BE  TAKEN  OO, 


Subscriptions 
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Peace,  Joy  and  Love 


Christopher  Fry  has  Written  mi /  favorite  Christmas  poem. 


*Ohe  darkest  time  oj  the  year, 
CJhe  poorest  place  in  the  ton’ll . 


Alan  and  Woman  ala 


Afore  Wealth  than  We  can  treasure. 


n  We  can  earn. 


can  measure. 


OUR  ADVENT  WREATH 

SAYS 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS 


Airs,  ohamblin  joins  With  me  in  the  prayer  that  this  may  be  the 
‘nee  oj  each  one  oj  us  as  We  celebrate  the  birth  oj  our  Ford  Jesus  Christ. 


J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


ONCE  AGAIN  WE  COME  TO 
CHRISTMAS!  And  because  it  is  such  a 
special  time,  we  wish  to  extend  to  all  of 
the  readers  of  this  newspaper  our 
warmest  wishes  for  a  season  of  PEACE. 
JOY  and  LOVE. 

This  edition  is  our  Christmas  card  for 
you:  and  because  we  know  how  busy 
everyone  is  at  this  time,  we  are  giving 
you  much  to  see.  and  little  to  read 
Except— a  beautiful  message  from  our 


Bishop  Shamblin! 

Many  of  the  pictures  are  not  new.  but 
they  depict  the  Christmas  seasonal 
activity  Those  persons  directly  involved 
might  very  well  remember  having  seen 
some  of  them  before.  However,  they  are 
all  a  part  of  the  spirit  of  the  Season  as  our 
church  celebrates  it.  and  this,  in  itself,  is 
significant 

For  identification,  we  point  out  some 
“brand  new”  photographs. 


(Upper  center)  —  UMW  of  Elysian 
Fields  Church.  New  Orleans,  had  a 
festive  time  together  at  the  home  of  Mrs 
Dawson  Watson.  The  happiest  part  of  all 
was  "thinking  of  and  sharing  with 
others."  Many  of  the  gifts  were  brought 
to  he  given  to  patients  at  Charity 
Hospital.  Also,  many  handicrafts  were 
the  creations  of  the  members  Shown  in 
the  picture  are.  from  left  Mrs  T  R 
Bergeron  (wife  of  the  pastor  I.  Mrs.  1.  N 


Browne.  Mrs.  Robert  Schmidt,  and  Mrs. 
Albert  Joyner 

(Upper  right )  Two  streetcars  filled 
with  ca rollers  from  Aurora  Church  sang 
their  way  along  the  St  Charles  line  on 
December  12.  Young  people  occupied  one 
car  .  and  families  of  all  ages  rode  in  the 
other  Kirby  Vining.  pastor,  said  that 
more  than  100  members  took  part  in  this 
annual  carolling  event. 

(Left  columns,  third  picture  down)  — 


From  First  Church.  DeRidder.  we  show 
Director  Gwen  Houston  and  the  cast  of 
the  Christmas  play.  "One  Clear  Star." 
which  was  presented  during  the  Advent 
Festival  at  the  church.  Odell  Simmons  is 
pastor:  Doug  Cain  is  associate  pastor 
(Lower  right  columns)— In  keeping 
with  the  program  of  priorities  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference.  Mabel  and  Doug 
McGuire,  of  Broadmoor  Church.  Baton 
Rouge,  chose  to  take  the  money  which 


they  usually  spend  on  Christmas  cards 
and  postage  and  donate  it  to  UMCOR  to 
feed  hungry  people  The  McGuires  are 
shown  at  the  Post  Office  sending  their 
contribution  to  UMCOR  Writes  Doctor 
McGuire  "This  we  do  in  the  knowledge 
that  our  friends  will  know  that  we  love 
them  and  include  them  in  our  thoughts  as 
we  mail  this  check  in  the  Name  of  our 
Christ.  Merrv  Christmas  to  all." 

LOVE.  This  is  Christmas! 
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Who  is  at  fault  when  Christmas 
celebrations  leave  out  Christ? 


About  half  a  century  ago  a  little  girl 
named  Virginia  wrote  a  letter  to  a  New 
York  newspaper  asking  the  question  ’“Is 
there  a  Santa  Claus?”  The  affirmative 
reply  of  the  newspaper’s  editor  became 
an  instant  Christmas  classic,  still 
reprinted  by  many  newspapers  each 
year  during  the  Christmas  season. 

Some  American  Christians  seem  to  be 
asking  a  similar  question  in  1976:  “Is 
there  really  a  Christmas  anymore?” 
Disillusioned  by  greater  and  greater 
commercialization  of  the  holiday,  they 
wonder  whether  the  non-religious  veneer 
our  culture  has  laid  over  Christmas 
doesn’t  threaten  to  destroy  it.  They 
wonder  whether  the  true  meanings  of 
Christmas  won’t  soon  be  lost  forever  in  a 
perverted  annual  orgy  of  materialism 
and  greed. 

We  are  stuck,  some  conclude,  with  a 
religious  holiday  which  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  sellers  and  the  buyers  and  the 
electric  light  makers.  We  are  left  with  a 
Christmas  where  it  is  not  the  wisemen 
who  arrive  on  Epiphany,  but  the  postmen 
with  our  charge  card  bills. 

Are  the  critics  right?  It  would  be  hard 
to  argue  that  what  they  describe  of  the 
hybrid  cultural/religious  holiday  we  call 
an  “American  Christmas”  doesn’t  exist. 
Few  of  us  with  a  Christian  commitment 
have  not  been  struck  at  one  time  or 
another  with  the  offensive  ways 
Christmas  is  sometimes  used  by  those 
who  have  no  such  commitment,  and  even 
those  who  claim  they  do. 

But  society  at  large  seems  to  be  a 
foolish  place  to  put  the  blame  for  any 
decline  in  the  Christian  significance  of 
Christmas.  It  is  not  the  responsibility  of 

Driving  while 
intoxicated 
not  humorous 

We  missed  the  joke  that  sportscasters 
on  the  CBS  television  network  seemed  to 
find  so  humorous  a  couple  of  weekends 
ago.  It  went  something  like  this: 
Professional  football  player  Billy 
Kilmer,  quarterback  of  the  Washington 
Redskins,  got  drunk  recently  and  was 
arrested  for  driving  his  car  while  under 
the  influence  of  alcohol. 

The  story  was  first  read  to  the 
Saturday  afternoon  viewing  audience  by 
Sportscaster  Brent  Musberger.  who 
chuckled  as  he  read  the  news  and 
commented.  “If  anyone  deserves  a  few 
drinks,  it’s  Billy  Kilmer.”  Later  in  the 
day  Mr.  Musberger  returned  to  the 
subject  saying  the  CBS  switchboard  had 
been  flooded  with  calls  of  protest  and 
that  he  was  “sorry  if  he  had  offended 
anyone.” 

Later  during  a  football  game  in  which 
Mr  Kilmer  was  playing  well  a  second 
CBS  sportscaster  commented: 
“Whatever  he’s  been  drinking,  they’d 
better  bottle  it.” 

We  wonder  if  the  joke  would  have  even 
been  “funnier”  if  Mr.  Kilmer  had  run 
over  a  child  while  driving  in  his  drunken 
condition,  or  had  given  his  family  a 
Christmas  present  of  himself  in  a 
hospital  bed  from  an  accident? 

No.  we  see  no  humor  in  all  those  things 
the  CBS  sportscasters  find  so  amusing. 
We  see  nothing  funny  about  the  example 
Mr  Kilmer  sets  for  the  thousands  of 
young  people  who  idolize  professional 
athletes.  We  see  nothing  funny  about 
professional  sportscasters  who  hold  up 
driving  while  intoxicated  as  humor 
We  hope  our  readers  and  other 
concerned  Christians  also  lack  such  a 
sense  of  humor  and  will  let  the  Columbia 
Broadcasting  Company  know  of  their 
displeasure.  The  address  is:  CBS.  51 
West  52nd  Street.  New  York.  N.Y..  10019. 


those  who  claim  no  belief  in  Christ  to 
make  sure  He  remains  in  the  forefront  of 
the  holiday  This  is  our  duty  as 
Christians. 

Does  this  mean  open  war  on  the 
cultural  celebration  which  stands  beside 
and  sometimes  intertwines  with  the 
religious  celebration?  Such  a  war— even 
if  we  think  our  cultural  Christmas  has 
no  positive  value  (which  we 
don’t'— could  not  be  won  Christmas  is 
not  likely  to  be  given  up  by  anyone, 
regardless  of  religious  beliefs. 

No.  it  means  that  as  the  cultural 
celebration  of  Christmas  becomes  a 
stronger  and  stronger  factor  in  our 
society,  it  becomes  more  and  more 
important  for  Christian  individuals, 
families  and  congregations  to  hold  up  the 
religious  meaning  of  our  Savior’s 
coming. 

Christmas  is  not  gone  in  1976.  But  no 
longer  can  American  families  assume 
that  religious  significance  will  be  an  easy 
star  to  find  in  December  each  year  Each 
family  and  each  individual  must  seek  out 
that  star. 

And  if  it  isn’t  there,  the  blame  cannot 
be  lodged  with  a  society  which  has 
obscured  Christmas.  It  must  finally 
come  to  rest  with  each  of  us  who  claims 
to  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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The  manger , 
the  cross 
and  our  hope 


If  God  had  shown  Himself  to  humankind 
only  through  a  baby  in  a  manger 
we  would  know  nothing  of  the  cross, 
the  resurrection  and  the  Christian  life. 


If  God  had  not  shown  Himself  to  humankind 
through  a  baby  in  a  manger 
we  would  know  nothing  of  the  Incarnation, 
and  the  cross  and  resurrection  would  have 
little  meaning. 


The  manger  and  the  cross  belong  inseparably 
together  for  Christians 
who  affirm  that  God 
came  and  dwelt  among  us. 
shared  in  the  joys  and  pains  of  our  humanity, 
showed  us  how  we  should  live, 
and  die. 

protided  us  with  the  basis  for  eternal  hope, 
and  provides  us  daily  with  the  call  to  live 
as  His  people. 

— Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  Ill 


Here  I  Stand 


Hope  sometimes  rises 
from  depth  of  despair 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Readers  oppose  pardon  plan 


To  the  Editor 
I  have  just  read  your  editorial. 
“Pardon  of  draft  evaders  would  be 
important  step  to  healing  wounds” 
(TM/UMR.  Dec.  10)  in  which  amnesty  (a 
general  pardon  for  offenses  against  a 
government )  was  endorsed. 

Will  this  step,  if  taken,  heal  the  wounds 
of  families  who  have  sons,  fathers  and 
husbands  in  cemeteries,  also  prisoners  of 
war  unaccounted  for?  Will  amnesty  heal 
the  wounds  of  veterans  in  hospitals  and 
others  who  are  disabled  for  life,  living 
out  a  mere  existence  as  a  result  of 
serving  in  a  war  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  do  so.  not  being  asked  if  they 
thought  it  was  right  or  wrong,  a  just  or  an 
unjust  war?  They  are  the  ones  who  bear 
the  scars  of  our  nation's  tragic 
involvement  in  the  Vietnam  war. 

They.  too.  had  consciences— but  with 
honorable  intentions  of  serving  our 
country. 

Compare  these  to  the  ones  who  hid 
behind  their  so-called  consciences  as  a 
smoke  screen  and  ran  away  from  the 
country  to  dodge  the  draft  and  evade  the 
war 

If  letting  down  the  gap  and  putting  out 
the  red  carpet  for  them  to  reenter  this 
country  means  healing  wounds— think 
what  a  predicament  our  U.S.A.  will  be  in 
in  case  of  a  future  war.  and  they  are  our 
chance  of  defense.  Mrs A  j  williams 
Bogalusa.  Louisiana 
Whose  wounds? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  December  10  issue  of  TM/UMR. 

I  was  made  to  feel  bitter  at  the  editorial. 
“Pardon  of  draft  evaders  would  be 
important  step  to  healing  wounds.” 
Whose  wounds  are  you  speaking  of? 

Are  you  lamenting  that  little,  yellow, 
spineless  chap  who  defected  from  this 
country  when  the  call  to  the  colors  was 
made0  How  do  you  compare  these  to 
the  wounds  of  families  whose  boys  gave 
their  all  to  serve  our  country?  This 
country  called  me  and  my  three  sons  and 
two  grandsons— none  of  whom  ran  to 
cover  when  the  call  came.  You  call  this 
justice? 

I  also  resent  the  idea  of  allowing  North 
Vietnam  membership  in  the  United 
Nations  so  long  as  they  refuse  to  divulge 
the  names  and  locations  of  those  MIA. 

You  say  I  am  un-Christian?  I  may  be.  if 
seeking  justice  is  wrong. 

H  B.  Keith 
Delano.  California 
Pardon  is  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

Support  of  another  pardon  for  the 
remaining  draft  evaders  is  bad. 

Another  boy  took  the  place  of  the  draft 
evader  The  second  boy  did  his 
duty— including  in  some  cases  going  to 
his  death  without  complaining. 

The  last  President  offered  to  pardon 
the  draft  evaders  on  a  very  reasonable 
basis.  Some  of  them  rejected  the  very 
generous  offer  because  it  was  not 
“double  for  nothing.” 

The  “hold-outs”  will  also  reject  the 
next  President’s  offer-unless  they  get 
everything  for  nothing 
To  implement  the  campaign  pledge 
will.  I  believe,  only  deepen  the  Vietnam 

scar  Howard  T.  Adkison 

Jefferson  City.  Missouri 

kThe  real  thing' 

To  the  Editor: 

For  those  persons  so  against  the 
purchase  of  the  Taylor  Wine  Co.  by  the 
Coca  Cola  Company,  and  any  other 
misgivings  they  may  have,  should  locale 
the  “Readers  Digest”  of  July  1975.  The 
article  "Migrants  No  More"  by  Joseph 
P  Blank  should  be  of  great  interest  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  many  ties 
with  the  migrant  ministry,  and  maybe 
the  Coca  Cola  Co.  is.  after  all.  the  “real 

W  L  Piedemann 
Dover.  Delaware 

Theft  by  machine  wrong 

To  the  Editor: 

A  word  of  appreciation  for  the 
editorial.  “Some  churches  steal  by 
machine.”  by  Carolyn  Oehler  of  the 
North  Illinois  Conference  (TM/UMR. 
Dec  10 ) .  which  emphasized  the  wrongful 
use  of  duplicating  machines  to  make 
copies  of  copyrighted  material 
Too  manv  churches  (and  schools. 
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By  JUNE  ROTHE  BARNESON 

Last  Christmas  I  read  a  story  in  the 
newspaper  which  came  originally  from 
“The  London  Observer.”  It  was  a  tale  of 
"enforced  murder  and  cannibalism.”  of 
terror  and  treachery  emanating  from  the 
four-year  dictatorship  of  General  Idi 
Amin's  brutal  reign  in  Uganda.  A  young 
teacher  who  escaped  from  the  prison 
camp  where  he  was  forcibly  taken, 
described  being  forced  to  kill  other 
prisoners  by  hitting  them  on  the  head 
with  hammers  while  the  soldiers 
laughed,  “abused  us.  and  locked  us  up 
with  the  corpses."  Two  prisoners  “were 
ordered  to  butcher  the  corpses,  and  then 
the  flesh  was  cooked  over  a  fire  .  Some 
of  the  men  ordered  to  eat  vomited  and 
they  were  kicked  and  beaten  with  rifle 
butts  by  the  guards.” 

But  centered  directly  within  this 
account  of  horror  was  the  following  small 
article  of  seven  lines  in  a  single  column: 
“President  Idi  Amin’s  wife.  Madina, 
gave  birth  to  a  daughter  early  Christmas 
day.  Radio  Uganda  reported  yesterday. 
Both  mother  and  child  are  doing  well,  the 
radio  said," 

Within  a  climate  of  unspeakable 
atrocity,  comes  new  life.  From  the 
source  of  terror  beyond  our  belief  comes 
an  extension  of  human  life.  From  a 
source  of  complicity  coupled  with  a 
source  of  what  might  be  detachment  or 
ignorance  of  the  situation,  comes  a  new 
individual.  Could  the  birth  of  this  new  life 
give  any  more  respect  for  life  to  a  man 
who  counts  not  the  sacred  quality  of  a 
human  being?  Could  this  birth  in  any 
way  affect  the  accounts  reporting 
thousands  of  people  who  are  known  to 
have  died  in  the  last  five  years— died 
violently  at  the  hands  of  atrocity 
specialists?  Could  the  Christmas  Day  act 
of  giving  birth  to  a  child  soften  a 
dictator’s  heart  to  a  spirit  of  greater 
compassion? 


One  can  call  to  mind  the  countless 
artistic  masterpieces  by  African  artists 
who  have  created  African  madonnas  in 
their  own  black  art  idiom  There’s  too 
much. incongruity  to  suppose  the  wife  of 
Idi  Amin  and  his  newborn  child  add  up  to 
a  Madonna  and  Child  as  we  relate 
mothers  and  children  to  the  Christian 
Nativity.  But  Christ  crucified  seems  to 
be  reenacted  in  the  accounts  of  brutality 
coming  out  of  Uganda.  The  twist  is  that 
it’s  multiplied  bv  the  thousand-fold.  And 
it’s  an  updated  brutality.  Or  is  it? 

Perhaps  the  drought  victims  who 
begged  the  medics  not  to  vaccinate  them 
against  diptheria— for  they  reasoned  the 
disease  would  bring  a  more  hasty  death 
than  the  slow  starvation— suffer  an 
equivalent  amount  of  torture  as  victims 
of  neglect.  Their  torture  is  inflicted  more 
slowly  when  help  does  not  come. 

No.  we  can’t  suppose  the 
administration  of  Idi  Amin  will  change 
overnight— though  we’d  like  to  hope  so. 
But  we  can  do  something  that  will  speak 
of  help  to  as  few  people  as  the  one  person 
we  may  help.  We  cannot  compare  Amin’s 
wife.  Madina,  to  a  Christmas  Madonna, 
for  Joseph  was  a  kind,  benevolent  and 
helpful  spouse,  concerned  over  humanity 
and  its  future,  or  how  else  could  he  have 
accepted  Mary  to  love  and  protect  and 
care  for  her.  No.  there’s  really  no 
similarity  here.  But  Christmas,  after  all, 
did  begin  with  new  life.  And  it  begins 
every  day  with  some  new  hope,  whether 
it’s  for  the  Idi  Amins  of  the  world  and 
their  henchmen,  or  for  the  ones  who 
casually  ignore  humanity  and  stay 
insensitive  to  a  victim— either  a  victim  of 
a  slow  starvation  or  a  victim  of  the  more 
rapid  and  brutal  hammer-slaying  of  a 
prison  camp. 

Horror  is  not  the  usual  setting  for  hope. 
But  even  as  the  healing  process  begins 
the  instant  the  surgeon’s  knife  starts  its 
work,  so  hope  is  often  set  within  the 
depths  of  oblivion  and  despair. 


How  do  we  put  receiving 
into  proper  perspective? 


also),  it  has  been  our  experience,  justify 
this  action  by  saying  it  is  for  a  non-profit 
organization  or  for  a  "good  cause.” 
Every  means  possible  must  be  used  to  let 
the  various  church  leaders  fully 
understand  how  great  a  wrong— yes.  an 
evil— such  an  action  is. 

Thanks  for  listening  and  for  helping 
bring  this  to  the  church's  attention. 

Cecil  E.  Lapo 
Dallas.  Texas 

Religion  of  eleeted 
officials  unimportant 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  choice  for  printing  of  the 
Washington  D.C.  datelined  article.  “80 
United  Methodists  serve  95th  Congress” 
(TM/UMR.  Dec.  10)  is  not  to  my 
estimation  in  the  proper  scope  of  a 
religious-financed  publication. 

Is  it  important  that  we  know  the 
religious  preference  or  commitment  of 
our  elected  representatives  in  our 
nation’s  capitol? 

Have  you  forgotten  that  one  of  the 
articles  of  our  Constitution  succinctly 
spells  out  the  division  of  church  and 
state0  Yet  the  implications  to  be  derived 
from  this  article  can  obstensibly  be 
interpreted  as  a  "religious  scoreboard" 
for  the  members  of  the  95th  Congress 

Are  we  to  imply  from  this  article  that: 

(1)  there  are  Christian  persons 
representing  some  of  their  constituents: 

(2)  that  there  are  “non-Christians” 
representing  others;  (3)  when  you  write 
to  your  representative,  remind  him  of 
your  religious  ties  with  him? 


Don’t  we  have  enough  problems  facing 
us  without  stirring  up  more?  Our  elected 
representatives  in  Washington,  and  for 
that  matter  in  our  state  and  local 
governments,  are  very  careful  not  to 
bring  religion  into  their  campaigns.  They 
were  elected  to  represent  not  only  the 
Christians  ih  thefr  ttfbttstittteiVey.  but  all 
the  citizens  of  their  district.  In  addition.  I 
firmly  believe  each  of  them  is  also 
obligated  to  represent  each  one  of  the 
citizens  of  our  United  States. 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Porterville.  California 
Life  saving  course 

reconi  mended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  TM/UMR  with  interest.  This 
morning  I  read  of  the  death  of  Bruce 
Galloway,  who  was  a  classmate  of  mine 
in  school  (TM/UMR.  Dec.  10). 

I  was  particularly  interested  in  your 
description  of  the  efforts  made  to  save 
his  life.  Perhaps  this  is  a  good  time  to 
suggest  that  your  readers  take  the 
C.P.R.  (eardio  pulmonary  resuscitation) 
courses  offered  by  the  Red  Cross  and 
American  Heart  Association  As  an 
instructor  for  these  groups  I  know  what 
can  be  learned  easily  by  the  average 
layman.  I  might  add  that  the  first  aid 
program  of  Red  Cross  is  excellent. 

So  many  have  not  availed  themselves 
of  this  opportunity.  Please  give  some 
support  to  this  program.  A  call  to  your 
local  Red  Cross  chapter  or  American 
Heart  office  would  give  details. 

Bill  Webb 


Longview.  Texas 


By  GRADY  ROE 

It  all  starts  in  September.  Television 
commercials  embellish,  glamorize, 
sensationalize,  and  entice  children  to 
want,  to  desire,  even  to  demand  their 
product.  And,  according  to  Carol 
LaHurd,  a  family  counselor,  helpful 
adults  complete  the  process  by 
constantly  asking  children.  “What  do  you 
want  for  Christmas?”  Everywhere  you 
go  there  are  department  store  Santas, 
billboard  Santas,  magazine  Santas,  each 
standing  as  a  mysterious,  fantastic 
symbol  of  dreams  and  prayers 
answered,  of  wishes  fulfilled,  and 
Remands  met.  “Tell  me,  little  one,  what 
do  you  want  for  Christmas?” 

These  constant  reminders.  I  believe, 
will  turn  children  who  are  normally 
polite  and  kind  into  greedy  monsters. 
The  question  we  should  teach  our 
children  to  respond  to  is  not.  “What  do 
you  want  for  Christmas?”  but  "What  will 
you  give  for  Christmas  to  celebrate  the 
birth  of  Jesus?” 

Now.  don’t  get  me  wrong.  I  like  Santa 
Claus  as  much  as  the  next  guy.  After  all. 
he  did  bring  me  a  Fort  Apache  set  and  an 
electric  football  game  when  I  was  a  kid. 
Lots  of  other  stuff,  too.  But.  you  see,  all  of 
these  constant  reminders  to  our  children 
will  cause  them  to  be  transformed  into 
machines  that  consume  dolls  and  games 


and  guns  and  gadgets  and  other  gifts.  We 
teach  them  to  approach  Christmas  from 
a  selfish,  "what’s-in-it-for-me”  stance 
instead  of  approaching  it  from  a  giving, 
“thinking  of  others"  stance. 

Let’s  talk  about  the  love  of  God.  the 
baby  in  a  manger,  the  joy  the  shepherds 
felt,  the  light  of  the  world.  Let’s  teach  our 
children  that  Christmas  is  a  time  thdt'We 
think  of  others  in  the  same  spirit  that  God 
thought  about  and  cared  about  us. 

Carol  LaHurd  suggests  that  this 
Advent  season  we  replace  stocking  and 
plastic  Santas  (and  what  they  symbolize) 
with  an  Advent  wreath.  Design  your  own 
and  make  your  own  Christmas  cards 
having  them  reflect  exactly  what  you 
want  them  to  reflect.  Shift  the  emphasis 
from  commercial  gain  to  celebrating  the 
meaning  of  Christ’s  birth.  She  writes: 
“Instead  of  all  the  Christmas  gift 
hysteria  there  can  be  a  quiet  joy  in 
recalling  and  celebrating  together  that 
Christ  is  born.” 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  June  R. 
Barneson.  Chico.  California  and  the  Rev. 
Grady  Roe.  associate  pastor.  University 
UMC.  Austin.  Texas. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Hunger  in  1976  follows 
example  of  King  Herod 


This  Christmas,  unlike  the  first,  it  is 
improbable  that  any  member  of 
“officialdom”  will  order  the  execution  of 
all  children  two  years  and  younger  as 
King  Herod  did  2,000  years  ago 

World  opinion,  we  believe,  would  not 
tolerate  such  a  slaughter 

Nevertheless,  babies  born  this 
Christmas  and  every  day  of  1977  in  many 
countries  of  the  world  hardly  face  a 
brighter  future.  According  to  UNICEF 
authorities  over  one-half  the  deaths  in 
developing  countries  are  of  children 
under  the  age  of  five,  a  rate  believed  to 
be  eight  times  that  of  developed 
countries. 

The  “killers”  will  be  faceless: 
malnutrition,  poverty,  lack  of  health 
care,  protein  deficient  diets,  drought, 
starvation,  inflation,  international 
politics  and  world  markets,  military 
purchases  and  national  security, 
ignorance  and  even  a  changing  climate. 

Without  question,  the  hunger  crisis  hits 
the  world’s  children  the  hardest.  The 
physical  and  mental  growth  of  more  than 
100  million  children  under  age  five  is 
currently  in  jeopardy  because  of 
malnutrition,  an  increase  in  the  last  year 
due  to  the  rising  cost  of  food.  These  are 
deeplv  disturbing  facts  And  mothers  and 
fathers  of  the  world  cry  today  just  as 
parents  of  the  slain  children  cried  at  the 
time  of  Jesus’  birth 

Given  the  joy  of  Christmas  we  seldom 
remember  the  pain  of  that  birth  either 
2000  vears  ago  or  today  It  is  especially 
upsetting  to  hear  Christians  today 


Sharon  Mielke 
charge— out  of  "compassion  fatigue”  or 
numbness  or  disinterest  or  anger  or 
whatever— that  they  are  not  responsible, 
can  do  nothing  or  little  to  change  the 
hunger  crisis  and  it  is  the  fault  of  “those 
people  and  their  governments  over 
there.” 

Agreed  that  pictures  of  starving 
children  offend,  particularly  when  we 
know  that  wittingly  we  would  never 
submit  a  child  to  the  abuse  of 
malnutrition.  But  because  we  wouldn’t 
doesn’t  change  the  fact  that  children  are 
starving.  Can  we  continue  to  ignore  the 
facts  by  tossing  off  appeals  as 
propaganda  or  emotional  tear  jerkers? 

Unwittingly,  perhaps,  we  are  allowing 
anger  to  separate  us  from  our  genuine 
Christian  compassion.  Because 
the  problem  of  helping  seems  so 
overwhelming  we  resort  to  blaming. 
Pointing  the  finger  at  other  people  and 
other  systems  out  of  our  own  selfishness, 
instead  of  responding  out  of  love  and 
compassion,  can  only  deepen  our 
separation  from  ourselves  and  God  and 
from  the  world's  children 
We  need  to  be  wary  this  Christmas  of 
allowing  ourselves  to  become  modern 
Herods  who  have  allowed  our  hearts  to 
be  hardened.  Rather  we  would  cherish 
the  ability  to  hear  a  child’s 
cry — regardless  of  how  it  comes  to 
us-and  be  able  to  respond.  We  cannot 
deny  their  claim  upon  us 
This  year,  send  someone  a  better  world 
for  Christmas. 

-SHARON R  MIELKE 


This  Iban  boy  lives  in 
Sarawak,  a  full  day's  journey 
upstream  from  the  nearest 
school.  Thirty  other  families 
live  in  the  same  longhouse, 
in  a  remote  area  where  the 
church  is  the  main  contact 
with  the  outside  world.  An 
education  is  an  impossibility 
unless  he  boards  at  the 
school  at  a  cost  of  $15  a 


month  and  pays  a  monthly 
$9  tuition  fee.  He  could  be 
smiling  because  he  has 
learned  that  United 
Methodists  in  the  U.  S.  are 
willing  to  help  him  with  a 
scholarship  through  the 
World  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Are  you 
willing  to  help  keep  him 
smiling? 


<b 


Send  your  check  today  and  help  Iban 
children  receive  an  education. 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to: 

World  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Dr. 

New  York,  NY  10027  c’’“'=h -  A' 

Tnc  United  Melhodisi  Child  Support  Program  .s  a  pad  ol  vie  worldwide 


City  _ 


h  all  child  care  institutions  approved  a 


isiry  ol  the  Board  ol  Global  Mimst 
Advance  Specials 
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Christians  in  Northern  Ireland  yearn  for  peace 


DROGHEDA  —  Thousands  of  Catholics  and  Protestants,  including  more  than  100 
church  members  from  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  stage  a  peace  rally  in  this  Irish 
Republic,  about  30  miles  north  of  Dublin,  on  a  bridge  over  the  River  Boyne,  scene  of 
the  battle  in  1690  in  which  the  forces  of  Protestant  King  William  III  defeated  the 
Catholic  forces  of  King  James  II.  religious  mews  service  photo 


Marchers  hug 
at  unity  rally 

DUBLIN  (RNS)  —  The  two  women 
walked  quickly  towards  each  other  and 
embraced,  tears  streaming  down  their 
faces. 

They  were  strangers.  They  knew  only 
two  things  about  each  other:  both  were 
Irish  and  both  wanted  peace  —  peace  to 
allow  their  children  to  grow  without 
armed  patrols  interrupting  their  play: 
peace  to  secure  their  families  from 
firebombs  and  riots:  peace  to  meet  each 
other  as  friends. 

Around  the  women  surged  thousands  of 
men  and  women,  hugging,  crying, 
praying  and  singing  as  Irish  from 
Northern  Ireland  and  the  Republic  of 
Ireland  met  in  a  common  cause. 

The  first  embrace  was  repeated  again 
and  again  as  the  two  parades  of 
marchers  broke  through  human  barriers 
to  meet,  merge  and  become  one  rally  for 
peace. 

Standing  in  the  bitter  cold  mist  of  the 
River  Boyne,  in  Drogheda,  on  Dec.  5, 
more  than  12.000  people  led  by  Betty 


Williams  and  Mairead  Corrigan, 
organizers  of  the  Women’s  Peace 
Movement  in  Northern  Ireland,  greeted 
the  crowd  between  the  songs  of  U.S.  folk 
singer  Joan  Baez. 

Standing  with  them  on  the  platform 
were  the  leaders  of  the  four  principal 
churches:  Anglican:  Roman  Catholic: 
Presbyterian  and  Methodist. 

With  "We  Shall  Overcome”  vibrating 
in  the  fog.  Ciaran  McKeown.  a  leader  of 
the  peace  movement,  spoke  of  the  need 
for  the  people  to  ‘‘work  street  by  street” 
in  their  own  areas  “to  build  a  non-violent 
society  from  the  bottom  up.” 

The  peace  movement  has  grabbed 
Ireland  at  its  grassroots  since  the  first 
rally  in  August.  It  is  a  warmly  embraced 
release  from  the  fear,  frustration  and 
tension  that  has  been  part  of  the  life  of 
Northern  Ireland  since  1969  when  the 
originally  non-violent  struggle  for  civil 
rights  of  the  Catholic  minority  erupted 
into  war. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  only  five 
percent  of  the  population  is  directly 
involved  in  the  para-military  organiza¬ 
tions  which  control  the  country. 


Yule  strains  of  old,  new  ring  out 

Church  needs  greater  musical  mix  at  Christmas ,  experts  say 


By  PAT  SITES  total  congregation  in  the  music  and  its 

Staff  Writer  meaning  for  them : 


Handel’s  ‘‘The  Messiah"  is  a  good 
word  for  United  Methodist  congregations 
to  hear  this  season  —  but  it  shouldn’t  be 
the  only  (or  even  the  major)  musical 
message  they  get  Christmas  after 
Christmas. 

Furthermore,  they  should  share  more 
fully  in  spreading  the  message 
themselves,  not  just  “receive”  it  from 
their  choirs. 

So  say  some  prominent  U.M. 
musicians  and  composers  who  —  while 
they  understand  why  churches  love  to 
use  traditional  concert  favorites  —  also 
have  strong  feelings  about  other  ways 
the  church  should  respond  musically  to 
Christ’s  birth. 

A  performance  of  a  cultural 
phenomenon  like  “The  Messiah.”  not 
only  appreciated  as  great  music  but  also 
revered  for  nostalgia’s  sake,  has  a  valid 
place  on  the  church’s  Christmas 
calendar.  TM/UMR  gathered  from 
conversations  last  week.  But  so  do: 

•  contemporary  music  and  the  best  of 
the  church's  “pop"  or  folk  music; 

•  updated  treatment  of  old  material  by 
multi-media  presentations,  drama, 
dance,  hymns  re-written  in  today’s 
language; 

•  more  physical  involvement  of  the 


Christmas 


trails  of  light 


GEORGETOWN. 
Tex.  —  Candlelight 
fills  the  chapel  at 
United  Methodist- 
related  Southwest¬ 
ern  University  as 
students,  faculty 
and  guests  attend 
the  traditional  pre- 
Christmas  service. 
The  aisle  of  light 
from  upper  left  to 
lower  right  is  made 
.  by  those  carrying 
their  candles 
outside  after  an 
evening  of  music 
and  scripture. 
SOUTHWESTERN  UNI¬ 
VERSITY  PHOTO 


•  unabashed  use  of  the  “secular”  arts 
to  which  sacred  expression  can  be 
brought. 

In  fact,  says  composer  Natalie  Sleeth. 
of  Buckhannon.  W  Va..  churches  might 
consider  using  this  verse  (source 
unknown)  as  a  guide  in  programming,  as 
she  does  in  her  work: 

“The  new  is  in  the  old  concealed:  the 
old  is  in  the  new  revealed : 

“The  new  is  in  the  old  contained:  and 
the  old  is  in  the  new  explained.” 

Mrs.  Sleeth  considers  herself  a 
composer  of  “traditional”  music  —  even 
though,  she  says,  her  “Jazz  Gloria”  has 
given  her  the  reputation  of  an  innovator. 
Much  contemporary  music  is  traditional 
in  style,  she  notes. 


Nostalgia  has  its  place 

But  nostalgia  —  a  return  to  old 
traditions  —  has  its  place,  too  she 
believes.  If  persons  get  the  Christmas 
spirit  at  all.  it’s  most  likely  to  be  while 
they're  sitting  in  a  candlelit  church 
listening  to  “The  Messiah,”  which  “pulls 
emotional  strings.” 

"Just  don’t  rule  out  the  new,  “she  says. 
"New  language  and  a  different  style  of 
music  can  restate  the  age-old  concepts 
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SAVE  BIG  MONEY! 
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Atheists  fight  to 
recapture  Solstice 

AUSTtN,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Atheist  leader 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  was  host  to  the 
First  International  Celebration  of  the 
Winter  Solstice  at  her  home  here  Dec.  21 . 

In  an  announcement  of  the  celebration, 
she  declared  that  “with  the  inauguration 
of  this  festival,  atheists  throughout  the 
world  are  beginning  their  fight  to 
recapture  the  true  meaning  of  the 
Solstice  and  to  restore  the  celebration  to 
the  proper  date.” 

According  to  Ms.  O'Hair,  "unable  to 
destroy  this  original  pagan  festival  the 
Christian  community  stole  it  for  the  birth 
of  their  mythical  Christ  and  separated 
the  date  from  the  ‘New  Year’  cycle  of  the 
earth  around  the  sun  in  order  to  suppress 
all  reference  to  it." 

She  said  that  “in  this  First 
International  Celebration  of  the  Winter 
Solstice,  atheists  will  call  on  most 
ancient  rituals  and  begin  a  fresh  new 
appreciation  of  this  most  festive  of  all 
occasions  of  mankind." 


Departs  March  15.  1977 

11 -Day 
HOLY  LAND 
and 

Switzerland  Tour 

Join  Methodist  minister  and 
author  Donald  E.  Wildmon  on  his 
11th  tour  of  the  Holy  Land.  His 
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and  bring  new  insights  and  deeper 
meaning." 

Dr.  Carleton  Young,  professor  of 
church  music  at  Scarritt  College. 
Nashville,  agrees  that  nostalgic  music  is 
one  alternative  “as  long  as  you  don’t 
stick  solely  with  the  traditional  because 
you  don’t  want  to  scare  anybody  away. 
Then  it  becomes  a  cop-out  in  today’s 
church.” 

Making  a  distinction  between 
Christmas  choir  concerts  and  Christmas 
worship  services,  he  sees  choir 
performances  as  one  musical  priority 
during  the  season  but  not  the  biggest. 
Even  more  important,  he  says,  is  the  full 
participation  of  the  people  as  "the 
gathered  community”  in  worship 
through  music  by:  (1)  writing  their  own 
carols,  using  traditional  tunes  and 
today’s  language;  (2)  learning  more  of 
the  world’s  music  (both  secular  or 
“pop,”  and  “Third  World"  music):  (3) 
reasserting  the  use  of  “in-house”  talent 
and  instruments  instead  of  importing 
them. 

Participation  needn’t  be  limited  to 
carol-singing,  says  Philip  Dietterich. 
minister  of  music  and  the  creative  arts  at 
First  UMC„  Westfield,  N.  J„  who  admits 
that  congregational  response  must  be 
worked  at  year-round,  not  just  at 
Christmas. 

At  his  church,  a  recent  Advent  service 
featured  a  medieval  procession  of  the 
total  congregation.  which  was 
encouraged  to  bring  pots  and  pans  to 
beat  and  keys  to  shake,  or  to  use  rhythm 
instruments  which  had  been  placed 
around  the  sanctuary. 

Members  get  fully  involved 

Last  year’s  Christmas  Eve  service  at 
First  UMC  was  entirely  spontaneous. 
Each  person  was  asked  to  select  a  simple 
costume  from  a  stack,  and  become  a 
figure  in  a  Nativity  tableau.  At  the 
candlelight  communion  service,  the 
sanctuary  was  first  in  darkness  until  the 
congregation  itself  fanned  out  to  light  the 
candles. 

Members  who  are  accustomed  to  being 
fully  involved  in  worship,  he  maintains, 
will  also  participate  in  singing.  Even  less 
familiar  Christmas  carols  and  hymns 
can  be  introduced  by  the  choir  and  the 


people  can  join  in  on  the  refrains  "We 
believe  in  doing  things  together,  all  of  the 
congregation,  all  the  generations."  he 
said. 

He  also  believes  it’s  important  for 
persons  to  know  why  they’re  doing  what 
they’re  doing,  musically.  “Don’t  just  do 
‘The  Messiah.’  or  anything  else,  from 
habit.”  When  his  choir  did  the  complete 
“Messiah,”  the  church  also  provided  a 
baroque  buffet  in  a  setting  which  helped 
members  understand  the  time  in  which 
Handel  wrote. 

Tradition  has  a  very  definite  place,  he 
says,  “but  it’s  also  nice  for  a  church  to 
develop  some  of  its  own  traditions.” 

That’s  all  well  and  good,  says  Dallas 
composer  Jane  Marshall,  but  churches 
stick  with  the  traditional  music  because 
by  and  large  it’s  still  “the  best  music  we 
have.”  Some  excellent  contemporary 
word  is  being  written,  she  says  —  like 
Mrs.  Sleeth’s  “Jazz  Gloria.”  Lloyd 
Pfautch’s  “A  Day  for  Dancing."  and 
others  —  and  it  will  last. 

But  “much  too  much  church  music  in 
the  so-called  ‘pop-style’  has  been  written 
in  recent  years  and  choirs  are  beginning 
to  back  away  from  it.”  Mrs.  Marshall, 
who  wrote  one  piece  in  the  “pop”  style, 
“Has  Anybody  Seen  Christmas?’’  will 
never  do  another  one,  she  says. 
Congregations  enjoy  the  style,  she  says, 
but  "then  it’s  hard  to  get  them  to  listen  to 
anything  else.” 

Balance  is  indeed  the  key  to 
meaningful  Christmas  music,  according 
to  Dr.  Donald  Jensen,  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC. 
Oklahoma  City.  “  ‘The  Messiah’  year 
after  year  isn’t  unhealthy  if  there  are 
plenty  of  other  styles  of  music,  too  —  folk 
gospel,  classical,  hymns,  etc.”  His  choir 
sings  “The  Messiah"  every  other  year, 
one  portion  during  each  of  four  Sundays, 
so  the  congregation  can  hear  more  of  the 
work  than  just  the  traditional 
“Christmas  portions." 

But  at  St.  Luke’s,  the  here-and-now 
dimension  of  Christmas  also  comes  into 
play.  Last  year  the  junior  high  members 
created  a  "contemporary  Christmas 
legend”  on  35-mm  film,  the  setting  for 
which  was  Oklahoma  City  itself.  The 
congregation  viewed  the  film  on  a  40-foot 
screen  in  the  sanctuary  during  worship. 


the  church  today 


Bishop  Muzorewa  cheered 
on  return  to  Rhodesia 

SALISBURY  (RNS)  -  More  than 
200,000  cheering  supporters  greeted 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa,  when  he  arrived  in  the  black 
township  of  Highfield  from  the  Rhodesia 
conference  in  Geneva. 

The  black  nationalist  leader  accused 
Rhodesian  Prime  Minister  Ian  D.  Smith 
of  being  “fanatically  glued"  to  the  so- 
called  Kissinger  package  of  proposals  for 
black  majority  rule  in  what  the 
nationalists  call  Zimbabwe,  and  of  using 
"delaying  tactics’’  in  the  Geneva  talks. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  also  accused  other 
black  nationalists  in  Geneva  —  Joshua 
Nkomo  and  Robert  Mugabe  —  of  wanting 
to  impose  a  black  government  on 
Rhodesia  without  free  elections. 

Meanwhile.  Prime  Minister  Smith  left 
Geneva  for  home,  saying  that  he  saw 
"virtually  no  change”  in  the  deadlock  at 
the  conference  over  the  makeup  of  an 
interim  biracial  government. 

Emory  University  chapel  to 
be  named  for  Bishop  Cannon 

ATLANTA  —  Emory  University’s 
trustees  have  approved  plans  for  a  $2 
million  chapel  at  the  university  to  be 
named  for  United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon,  resident  bishop  of 
the  Atlanta  area 

The  chapel  will  be  located  in  the  heart 
of  Emory,  opening  on  the  main 
quadrangle  of  the  university  and 
connecting  the  Pitts  Theology  Library 
and  Bishops  Hall  (seminary  classrooms) 
to  form  the  Candler  School  of  Theology 
Center. 

The  proposed  William  R.  Cannon 
Chapel  will  be  at  the  seminary  where 
Bishop  Cannon  spent  more  than  25  years 
as  professor  and  dean. 

Five  community  awards 
go  to  members  of  church 

LA  CRESCENT.  Minn.  -  Five 
members  of  the  307  member  United 
Methodist  congregation  here  have  been 


honored  recently  by  their  community  for 
service  and  involvement. 

Robert  Miller,  74,  a  volunteer  worker 
at  the  local  nursing  center  since  1973 
received  the  Outstanding  State  Adult 
Volunteer  Award.  Given  by  the 
Minnesota  Association  of  Health  Care 
Facilities,  the  award  was  presented  to 
Mr.  Miller  for  the  25  hours  weekly  he 
spends  in  aiding  wheelchair  patients  to 
and  from  meals  and  transporting 
residents  on  shopping  trips  and  to  special 
events. 

Also  receiving  honors  are  UMC 
members  Betty  Kathan,  named  Woman 
of  the  Year.  Malcolm  Dahl,  chosen  Man 
of  the  Year  and  Kristen  Moen  who  was 
crowned  Miss  LaCrescent  at  the  city’s 
annual  Apple  Festival. 

John  Fokema,  79,  oldest  continuous 
member  of  the  congregation,  was  named 
Houston  County  Senior  Citizen  of  the 
Year. 

Christian  education 
professors  in  UMC  organize 
PHILADELPHIA  (UMC)  -  A  new 
United  Methodist  Association  of 
Professors  of  Christian  Education  was 
formally  organized  here  last  month. 

Growing  out  of  informal  meetings  held 
in  Estes  Park,  Colo.,  in  1974  and  1976,  the 
association  has  as  its  purpose  “to 
provide  a  means  for  dialogue,  linkage, 
communication,  support  and 
affirmation,  and  advocacy  among  United 
Methodist  professors  of  Christian 
education." 

Membership  is  open  to  professors  of 
Christian  education  in  all  United 
Methodist  colleges,  universities,  and 
seminaries  as  well  as  United  Methodists 
teaching  in  institutions  not  related  to  the 
denominations.  There  are  an  estimated 
125  persons  eligible  for  membership  in 
the  association. 

Dr.  Howard  Grimes,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Dallas.  Tex.,  was  elected 
chairperson  of  the  association’s  steering 
committee 


4Tell  America 
no  more  guns’ 

By  VERNON  SCHMID 
DUBLIN  —  "We  want  to  learn  again  to 
walk  in  the  ways  of  peace."  an  Irish 
Methodist  clergyman  told  110  Americans 
here  on  a  "Journey  of  Reconciliation." 
Fourteen  United  Methodists  were  part  of 
a  recent  mission  designed  to  support  the 
peace  movement  in  Northern  Ireland 
and  to  get  a  first-hand  understanding  of 
the  situation  in  the  violence-ridden 
country 

“Enough  is  enough”  were  the  words 
heard  often  as  the  American  contingent 
visited  in  the  Bogside  and  Waterside,  the 
Shankill  Road  and  Falls  Road  areas,  of 
Londonderry  and  Belfast.  After  seven 
years  of  murder  and  destruction  the 
people  of  Ireland  have  begun  to  say 
“No!”  to  the  para-military  groups  that 
carry  on  the  war 

On  a  street  in  the  Shankill  area  of 
Belfast  a  former  member  of  the 
Northern  Irish  Parliament.  Johnny 
McQuade.  told  members  of  the  group. 
"Go  back  to  America  and  tell  them  we  do 
not  want  guns  for  either  side."  He 
reinforced  the  information  that  the  group 
had  been  gathering  about  a  flow  of  guns, 
explosives  and  money  for  the  illegal 
para  military  units  that  make  up  the 
eight  armies  that  function  in  the  north  of 
Ireland.  The  flow  is  primarily  from 
America  and  Canada  and  keeps  the  war 
alive  as  the  para-military  groups  fight 
each  other  as  well  as  the  occupying 
British  army  and  the  civilian  police. 

The  hope  of  the  movement  for  peace 
was  reflected  by  the  Lord  High  Sheriff  of 
Belfast,  William  Corry,  who  told  the 
group  that  “eventually  we  hope  to  have 
100  percent  of  the  people  here  in  the 
peace  movement  in  this  country.” 

Representing  a  diverse  assortment  of 
denominations  and  groups  the 


Americans  and  four  Canadians  were 
direct  participants  in  some  of  the  tension 
that  occurs  in  the  midst  of  the  war.  As 
they  neared  Belfast  their  railway  car 
was  halted  and  they  were  transferred  to 
buses  for  the  rest  of  the  trip  into  Belfast. 
It  wras  reported  that  a  bomb  had  been 
placed  under  the  railway  bridge  south  of 
Belfast 

Later  that  same  evening.  Dec.  1.  the 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Journey 
of  Reconciliation  and  peace  people  of 
Belfast  was  broken  up  by  British  troops 
because  of  a  report  that  the  restaurant 
where  the  meeting  was  taking  place  was 
about  to  be  bombed. 

Bishop  Edwin  Corey  of  the  Church  of 
Ireland  stated  in  a  formal  address.  “This 
is  the  horror  and  shame  of  our  time, 
when  neighbor  rises  up  against  neighbor 
and  seeks  to  encompass  his  destruction.  ’  ’ 
That  evening,  three  days  after  the 
American  contingent  had  visited 
Londonderry  and  heard  the  mayor  of 
that  city  speak  out  for  peace,  para¬ 
military  forces  fire-bombed  the  centre 
city  causing  over  $1,750,000  in  damage  in 
the  central  shopping  area. 

Climaxing  the  week  long  visit  ( Nov.  29- 
Dec.  6)  was  the  meeting  of  12,000 
Protestant  and  Catholics  at  Drogheda, 
scene  of  the  historical  battle  on  the  banks 
of  the  Boyne  River  where  William  of 
Orange  defeated  the  forces  of  King 
James  nearly  300  years  ago  and  insured 
that  there  would  be  a  Protestant 
presence  in  the  north  of  Ireland 

Ciaran  McKeown,  peace  leader  from 
Belfast,  said.  "The  Battle  of  the  Boyne 
divided  the  Irish  people.  Today  we  want 
to  unite  them.”  His  hopes  were  echoed  by 
a  co-leader.  Mairead  Corrigan,  as  she 
said.  “Let’s  take  Ireland  back  to  the  days 
when  the  world  loved  her  as  the  island  of 
saints  and  scholars  We  can  do  that.” 

Mr.  Schmid  is  pastor  of  First  UMC. 
Beattie.  Kans..  and  a  member  of  the 
Kansas  East  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society 


OSLO  —  Mairead  Corrigan  (left)  Ciaran  McKeown  and  Betty  Williams  speak  to  a 
press  conference  here,  where  the  leaders  in  the  peace  movement  in  Northern 
Ireland  were  given  a  $325,000  gift  from  the  people  of  Norway.  A  group  of  Norwegian 
newspapers  sponsored  a  campaign  to  raise  money  for  a  prize  for  the  founders  of  the 
Ulster  women’s  peace  movement  after  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  committee  said  it  was 
unable  to  accept  a  late  nomination  of  the  two  women,  religious  news  service  photo 


UMC  observers  disagree 
on  reconciliation  effort 


NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist 
participants  in  the  “journey  of 
reconciliation”  to  Ireland  disagree  on  the 
purpose  of  the  Nov.  28-Dec.  6  trip  as  well 
as  on  how  best  to  help  resolve  the 
violence-ridden  situation.  (See  related 
stories  this  page) 

Most  regarded  the  journey  as  a  gesture 
of  support  for  the  peace  people,  while 
others  saw  it  as  an  opportunity  to 
familiarize  themselves  with  the 
situation.  And  a  few  of  the  group  of  14 
declined  to  participate  in  the  peace 
march  at  Drogheda  on  Dec.  4 
The  journey  was  organized  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  Pax 
Christi  U.S. A.  and  included  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  several  Protestant 
denominations  and  peace  groups 
Many  of  the  group  were  visiting 
Northern  Ireland  for  the  first  time  and 
expressed  amazement  at  the 
complexity  of  the  issues,  personalities 
and  emotions  involved.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  hammer  out  a  joint  statement 
Northern  Ireland  is  an  occupied 
country,  they  learned.  Radical  Loyalist 
and  Republican  para-military  groups 
battle  each  other  and  the  British  army  in 
a  war  of  senseless  violence  which  seems 
to  have  lost  its  strategy  and  purpose. 
Thugs  and  vandals  rule  the  day. 

The  violence  is  everywhere  It  has 
become  the  accepted  solution  to  almost 
any  problem  —  the  natural  consequence 
of  frustration  and  fear. 

For  the  Protestants  (though  religious 
labels  are  meaningless  in  a  socio¬ 
economic  conflict)  it  is  the  insecurity  of 
being  a  “minority  majority."  Though 
they  outnumber  Catholics  in  Northern 
Ireland,  their  “superior”  position  can 
only  be  maintained  if  the  area  remains  a 
separate  country  and  a  member  of  the 
British  commonwealth. 

For  the  Catholics  it  is  the  insecurity  of 
being  a  “majority  minority.”  Their 
oppression,  some  of  them  feel,  will  only 
be  relieved  when  Northern  Ireland  is 
again  part  of  the  Irish  Republic. 

For  everyone  it  is  the  result  of 
unemployment,  poor  economic 
conditions  and  an  inability  (or 
unwillingness)  to  transcend  historical, 
sectarian  differences  to  accept  their 
commonality  as  Irish.  Christians  and 


human  beings. 

The  tension  caused  by  the  random 
violence  has  reached  a  breaking  point 
and  the  women  and  men  who  stood  by 
while  Ireland  fell  apart  are  beginning  to 
coalesce  into  an  active  force  for  peace. 
Banners  and  rallies  are  conquering 
apathy  and  helplessness. 

Arthur  Moore.  United  Methodist  editor 
of  “New  World  Outlook.”  expressed 
disappointment  that  no  way  had  been 
found  to  translate  many  people’s  obvious 
desire  for  peace  into  some  concrete 
political  initiative,  "At  the  moment  the 
political  situation  seems  exhausted, 
played  out.”  he  said. 

He  noted,  however,  that  established 
churchleaders  were  giving  visible 
backing  to  the  peace  movement  in  a  way 
they  had  not  done  in  August. 

Conflicting  points  of  view  about 
effective  solutions  in  N.  Ireland  were 
apparently  communicated  to  the  110 
North  Americans  because  they  came 
back  disagreeing  at  some  of  the  same 
points. 

“The  quickest  way  to  stop  the  violence 
in  Northern  Ireland  is  to  solve  some  of 
the  problems  plaguing  people  in  the 
urban  ghettoes  Then  the  Irish 
Republican  Army  (IRA)  would  have  few 
supporters,"  said  Annette  Hutchins- 
Felder.  development  secretary  for  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  division  on 
her  return  from  the  trip. 

"If  young  people  are  being  drawn  into 
the  IRA  because  they  have  no  jobs,  you 
don't  lure  them  away  by  organizing  a 
community  dance.  That  didn't  work  with 
the  Black  Panthers  and  it  won’t  work  in 
Ireland,"  she  said.  The  solution  isn’t 
unification  but  all  groups  —  Protestant 
churches,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
the  British  and  Irish  governments  and 
community  groups  —  “seeing  what  each 
can  do  to  give  young  people  real 
advantages  including  jobs.” 

Ms.  Hutchins-Felder  said  she  was 
particularly  impressed  with  the 
Northern  Ireland  Community 
Development  Centre  which  is 
concentrating  on  meeting  the  needs  of 
people  in  deprived  social,  economic  and 
poverty-stricken  areas.  It  stresses  local 
projects  for  development,  youth  and 
education. 
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Churches  to  eyeTV  for 
values  in  workshops 


NEW  YORK  i  UMC)  -  A  school  for  TV 
watchers?  What  nonsense!  Everyone 
knows  how  to  watch  television.  You  just 
get  a  comfortable  chair,  flick  the  switch 
and  you  are  set  for  the  next  two  or  three 
hours. 

Three  Protestant  denominations  think 
there  is  more  to  discerning  TV-viewing 
than  meets  the  eye.  They  have  devised  a 
course  of  eight  two-hour  sessions  for  use 
by  church  groups.  community 
organizations.  Parent  Teachers 
Associations  and  concerned  consumers 
To  get  to  the  local  level,  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  and  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  will  conduct  10  training  schools 
for  leaders  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  early  in  1977.  The  first  school  is 
set  for  Atlanta.  Ga.,  Jan.  14-16. 

Once  leaders  are  trained  they  can  run 
their  own  schools,  charge  a  nominal  fee 
and  in  this  way  recover  the  cost  of  the 
necessary-  manuals  and  films. 

Known  as  “Television  Awareness 
Training  (TAT)  Workshops. ’’  the  schools 
will  discuss  such  subjects  as  violence, 
stereotyping,  advertising,  children's 
programs,  human  sexuality  and  news 
In  each  case,  the  emphasis  is  on 
values.  Some  50  minutes  of  actual 
programs  and  commercials  will  be 
examined  to  see  whether  they  encourage 
problem-solving  through  negotiation  and 
cooperation  or  through  violence  and 
conflict,  whether  the  characters 


perpetuate  sterotypes  or  foster  caring 
relationships,  whether  the  focus  is  on 
consuming  or  conserving 

“TAT  was  created  to  help  individuals 
experience  television  in  a  new  way.  to 
evaluate  personal  and  family  viewing 
and  to  make  decisions  for  change."  said 
Nelson  Price,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Public  Media  Division  of 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Long  interested  in  the  mass  media. 
United  Methodist  Communications  is  a 
founder  of  Media  Action  Research 
Center.  Inc.  (MARC).  It  has  helped  to 
fund  recent  studies  measuring  the 
number  of  negative  sexual  images  on 
television,  the  amount  of  violence  in 
children’s  Saturday  morning  programs, 
and  the  stereotyping  of  women, 
minorities  and  the  elderly.  It  has 
pioneered  in  the  production  of  television 
spots  that  teach  cooperation  to  children. 
These  are  utilized  by  both  the  networks 
and  individual  stations. 

TAT  workshops  for  potential  leaders 
are  scheduled  as  follows:  Atlanta,  Jan. 
14-16;  Boston.  Jan.  28-30;  San  Francisco. 
Feb.  11-13;  Madison.  Wise.,  Feb.  25-27; 
Pittsburgh.  Mar.  11-13;  Dallas,  Mar.  25- 
27;  Minneapolis.  Apr.  15-17;  New 
Orleans,  Apr.  29-May  1;  Los  Angeles. 
May  6-8. 

Persons  interested  in  additional 
information  should  write  to  MARC,  Suite 
1370,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.,  10027. 


Viewer  criticism  stimulates 
change ,  TV  producer  says 


FORT  LAUDERDALE.  Fla.  (RNS)  - 
Television  program  producers  welcome 
viewer  reactions  and  will  sometimes 
make  changes  in  series  based  on 
criticisms  from  their  audiences,  a  staff 
assistant  to  TV  writer-producer  Norman 
Lear  told  a  gathering  of  Christian 
communicators  here. 

Virginia  Carter,  who  is  a  vice- 
president  of  T.A.T.  Communications, 
addressed  a  session  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  North  American 
Broadcast  Section  of  the  World 
Association  for  Christian  Communi¬ 
cation. 

She  acknowledged  that  television  tends 
to  deal  in  stereotypes,  particularly  of 
religious  people,  because  “we  are 
limited  in  what  we  know.”  Ms.  Carter 
commented  that  “remarkably  few" 
viewers  express  their  opinions  to 
producers,  and  that  20  to  50  letters  from 
viewers  of  a  prime-time  show  is  a  high 
number. 

As  an  example  of  how  viewer  reactions 


can  influence  programming.  Ms.  Carter 
revealed  that  a  new  “father"  will  be 
written  into  the  series  “Good  Times." 
She  reported  that  there  have  been 
negative  reactions  to  the  eliminating  of 
James  Evans  from  the  series  when  actor 
John  Amos  left  and  that  as  a  result  the 
mother,  Florida,  will  remarry. 

Ms.  Carter,  a  Canadian-born  physicist 
until  three  years  ago  and  president  of  the 
Los  Angeles  chapter  of  NOW  when  she 
came  to  Mr  Lear's  attention,  reads 
every  script  for  its  social  conscious¬ 
ness.  These  include  scripts  for  such 
shows  as  “All  in  the  Family,"  “Good 
Times,"  “The  Jeffersons,”  “Maude," 
and  “Mary  Hartman,  Mary  Hartman." 

Ms.  Carter  said  she  feels  television 
ought  to  deal  with  sensitive  subjects 
because  they  are  important  to  life.  At  the 
same  time,  she  added  that  viewers 
should  watch  television  “actively,  not 
passively.  They  should  not  take  any  of  it 
sitting  down  ” 


Christmas  in  Bethlehem 

In  Bethlehem  on  the  day  before  Christmas,  a  procession  of  clergymen  slowly 
makes  its  way  into  Manger  Square  after  a  10  mile  pilgrimage  from  Jerusalem.  In 
the  evening,  the  midnight  ceremonies  in  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  (at  right)  draw 
thousands  of  pilgrims,  most  of  whom  must  watch  the  services  outside  on  closed 
circuit  television  since  the  church  can  accommodate  only  800. 

The  church,  built  on  what  is  believed  to  be  the  site  of  Christ’s  birth,  has  long  been 
considered  the  oldest  church  in  Christendom.  A  church  was  originally  erected  on  the 
site  bv  Queen  Helena,  mother  of  Emperor  Constantine,  in  325  A.D.  That  church  was 
destroyed  in  500  A.D.,  but  portions  of  its  elaborate  mosaics  are  still  visible  in  the 
present  structure,  erected  only  a  few  years  later.  religious newsservice  photo 

Christmas  may  be  more 
Christ-centered  in  ’76 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Christmas  1976 
may  be  remembered  by  many  as  part  of 
a  year  of  thoughtful  reflection  and  the 
beginning  of  the  rediscovery  of  the 
essence  of  Christmas. 

A  mass  movement  away  from  Santa 
Claus  has  not  been  launched,  but  there 
does  appear  to  be  increasing  attempts  to 
find  better  alternatives  to  celebrate  the 
birth  of  Jesus. 

Greater  emphasis  is  being  placed  on 
Advent  activities  in  preparation  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord,  and  wherever 
possible,  the  activities  are  conducted  as 


•Book  reviews - 


Portraits  reveal  famed  evangelist ,  wife 


"Oral:  The  Warm,  Intimate.  Unauthor 
ized  Portrait  of  a  Man  of  God,”  by  Wayne 
A.  Robinson,  Action  House,  1976,  154  pp., 
$5.95 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

This  book  about  Oral  Roberts  is  similar 
to  the  title  of  a  recent  book  about  “the 
church,  warts  and  all,"  meaning  that  the 
unflattering  side  of  the  church  was  to  be 
portrayed  as  well.  “Oral"  is  certainly  no 
whitewash  of  the  renowned  evangelist, 
faith  healer  and  college  president. 
Neither  is  it  an  expose  by  a  disillusioned 
former  co-worker.  The  book  falls 
somewhere  in  between. 

The  author  admits  the  impact  by  Dr. 
Roberts  on  his  life  was  “sometimes  good, 
sometimes  bad”  in  their  “off-again,  on- 
again"  relationship.  While  he  openly 
conveys  his  admiration  for  Oral  Roberts, 
“a  really  incredible  human  being."  Mr 
Robinson  also  points  to  a  few  warts  and 
reveals  some  interesting  information. 

(1)  Why  did  Oral  Roberts  join  the 
United  Methodist  Church?  In  three 
chapters,  Mr.  Robinson  details  the 
procedure,  although  not  so  much  the 
inner  process  that  prompted  the  jump 
from  the  Pentecostal  movement  into 
mainline  Protestanism.  Dr.  Roberts’ 
own  explanation,  says  the  author,  is 
simple:  “God  told  me  to  do  it.” 

Mr.  Robinson  suggests  some  additional 
factors:  Dr.  Roberts  needed  a  new 
image;  the  Pentecostal  movement 


seemed  too  theologically  restrictive;  and 
Oklahoma  U.M.  leaders  welcomed  him 
and  he  thought  he  could  simply  transfer 
his  ministerial  credentials  into  annual 
conference  membership  He  discovered 
too  late  that  he  could  not.  (He  is  not  an 
elder  in  the  UMC  today,  merely  a  “local 
elder"  in  the  Oklahoma  Conference. ) 

(2)  Does  he  answer  each  letter  as  he 
tells  the  TV  audience  he  will?  With  over 
six  million  letters  received  yearly,  the 
answer  is  obvious.  The  original 
categories  for  reply  were  once  drafted 
by  him,  but  now  all  the  work  is 
performed  in  an  elaborate  and 
computerized  system.  Dr.  Roberts' 
rationale  is  that  people  are  helped  and 
needs  are  met.  The  author  grudgingly 
admits  that  it’s  “an  honest  attempt  to  use 
impersonal  technology  to  bring  hope  to 
the  masses." 

( 3 )  Does  he  heal?  The  standard  answer 
from  the  Tulsa  evangelist  is  “No,  I 
cannot  heal.  Only  God  can  heal."  But  the 
author  points  out  that  Oral  Roberts 
"unabashedly  considers  himself  an 
instrument  for  the  healing  of  the  sick." 
Furthermore,  he  can  persuasively 
convince  others  that  God  called  him  to 
bring  healing  to  his  generation,  adds  the 
author. 

(4)  How  much  money  does  he  make? 
His  salary  is  presently  in  the  range  of 
$35,000  a  year.  Some  royalties  from  his 
books  go  into  a  trust  for  his  children. 
Everything  else  goes  to  Oral  Roberts 


curncuphone 


YES!  Someone  is  ready  to  respond  to  your  questions,  concerns, 
and  suggestions  about  United  Methodist  curriculum  The  main 
function  of  CURRIC-U-PHONE  is  to  help  local  churches  interpret 
and  use  these  resources.  Call  our  toll-free  number  and  trained 
personnel  will  answer  your  questions  firsthand  or  refer  you  to 
someone  who  can! 

Call  1-800-251-8591  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  (CST)  toll-free.  CUfTK>U-phOn6 

•Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to  call  615-749-6482  collect.  i^"**^^^** 


keepsu-intouch 


University  and  the  expanding  ministry 
through  television,  books  and  printed 
materials.  He  tithes  to  Boston  Avenue 
UMC,  his  home  church  in  Tulsa,  and 
gives  generously  to  other  causes. 

(5)  A  public  relations  firm  pulled  him 
out  of  an  impending  disaster.  Gene 
Ewing  and  Associates  told  him  what  he 
had  to  do  to  recoup  the  backlash  received 
from  joining  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1968  which  sent  his  image  and 
receipts  plunging.  The  firm  coined  the 
slogan  “Something  good  is  going  to 
happen  to  you,"  revived  the  Blessing 
Pact  of  earlier  days  and  directed  him  to 
return  to  the  two  basics  that  had  built  his 
ministry  in  the  first  place:  praying  for 
people  and  promising  that  God  would 
help  them  Oral  Roberts  took  their 
advice  and  within  a  year  turned  his 
ministry  around  and  began  an  upward 
climb  that  has  not  yet  peaked. 

Mr.  Robinson’s  ambivalent 
relationship  with  Oral  Roberts  winds  up 
on  the  side  of  love,  or  at  least,  respect. 
For  while  he  paints  him  a  human  with 
failings,  he  also  clearly  shows  him  with 
two  authentic  characteristics  that  make 
him  a  man  of  God:  Oral  Roberts  prays 
for  people  with  a  passionate  belief  in  the 
power  of  a  loving  God  who  will  answer 
prayer  and  he  offers  hope  to  people  when 
they  can  find  none. 

"His  Darling  Wife,  Evelyn”  by  Evelyn 
Roberts.  Damascus  House,  1976,  273  pp.. 
$7.95 

By  JO  KIMMEL  CHESNUTT 

For  35  years,  evangelist  Oral  Roberts 
has  introduced  Evelyn  Roberts  as  his 
“darling  wife,  Evelyn.”  Now  from  her 
pen  flows  the  drama  of  her  life  before 
and  after  meeting  Oral. 

Evelyn  Roberts  is  no  Pollyanna  for 
whom  everything  is  sweetness  and  light. 
She’s  a  real  person  who  faces  difficulties 
and  decisions  squarely,  one  who  is  very 
much  “in  the  world." 

In  a  delightfully  warm,  intimate, 
sometimes  hilarious,  sometimes  deeply 
touching,  always  engrossing  story,  she 
shares  her  thoughts,  her  feelings,  her 
problems,  her  convictions,  her  family, 
her  faith  and  her  Christian  growth. 

Because  her  life  is  so  entwined  with 
Oral’s,  there  emerges  a  candid  picture  of 
him.  showing  facets  of  his  humanity  and 
humor,  his  commitment  and  concern. 

As  the  dust  jacket  on  the  book  states: 
“His  Darling  Wife,  Evelyn”  is  a  living 
testament  to  God’s  workings  in  marriage 
and  family  life  —  and  an  unforgettable 
love  story  .  ” 

It’s  also  a  portrait  of  a  deeply 
sensitive,  committed  Christian  woman 
who's  weathered  many  a  storm  and  who 
knows  that  “when  God  is  focused  in  a 
true  perspective  in  our  lives,  everything 
else  falls  into  place  ” 

Mrs.  Chesnutt.  the  author  of  three 
boohs  on  praver  and  the  Christian  faith, 
lives  in  Dallas 


a  “family"  as  well  as  a  "church" 
project. 

The  familiar  slogan  that  Christmas  is 
for  children  is  receiving  a  new  slant. 
There  is  increasing  awareness  that 
children  should  be  taught  and  prepared 
to  receive  the  greatest  gift  of  all,  which  is 
Jesus;  and  to  share  the  joy  of  giving, 
which  is  the  spirit  of  Christmas. 

The  Rev.  Juanita  Wright,  a  United 
Methodist  clergywortian  ahd  staff 
member  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  that  “for  a  long  time  we 
have  turned  more  and  more  to 
commercial  things  to  save  ourselves, 
grasping  for  security  and  seeing  that 
security  in  material  things." 

“More  and  more,  people  are  realizing 
that  Christmas  offers  a  different  kind  of 
hope."  she  said.  “As  parents  come  to  see 
that  the  hope  of  Christmas  is  more  than 
material  goods,  children  are  going  to 
grasp  that." 

Mrs.  Wright  observed  that  “kids  get 
caught  up  very  easily  in  the  drama  of  the 
Christmas  story.  It’s  not  as  difficult  to 
get  across  as  we  might  think.  Any  time 
parents  invite  their  children  to  see  what 
the  Christmas  story  is  all  about  —  that 
Christmas  itself  is  a  gift  —  a  glimmer  of 
what  Christmas  means  will  be  seen  in  the 
children’s  eyes,  which  light  up  like 
stars." 

Commenting  on  the  origins  of  the 
commercialized  Christmas,  the  Rev.  N. 
L’Heureux,  pastor  of  Maspeth  UMC  in 
Queens,  said  the  fundamental  problem  is 
that  Americans  have  co-opted  to  let 
Christmas  become  a  secular  holiday." 

“One  of  the  things  we  have  tried  to  do 
for  the  past  three  years  is  to  make  a  very 
sharp  distinction  between  Advent  and 
Christmas,  with  the  Christmas 
celebration  beginning  Christmas  Eve,” 

•  he  said. 

“We  try  to  point  out  that  Advent  is  not 
Christmas.  Advent  is  a  season  with  a 
dual  focus:  Looking  backward  to 
prophesy  of  the  Messiah’s  coming,  which 
has  its  fulfillment  in  the  incarnation,  and 
looking  ahead  to  Christ’s  return  in  glory. 
So  that  either  way.  Advent  is  a 
preparation  for  the  coming  of  Jesus." 

Mr.  L’Heureux  said  "the  commercial 
aspect  is  there  and  I  don’t  think  we’re 
going  to  change  it  by  haranguing  it. 
Maybe  we  need  to  do  something 
spectacular  in  the  church  .  .  . 

"What  churches  need  to  do  is  to 
rehearse  the  date  of  the  incarnation  and 
repeat  the  story  of  the  nativity  —  what  it 
has  meant,  what  it  does  mean,  and  what 
it  can  mean  for  our  lives  in  the  future.” 

Hotline  aids  drinkers 

WASHINGTON,  DC.  (RNS)  -  The 
Washington  Area  Council  on  Alcoholism 
and  Drug  Abuse  will  again  operate  a 
"Holiday  Hotline"  during  the  Christmas 
and  New  Year  season  for  persons  with 
drinking  problems,  their  families  and 
friends. 

An  extensive  telephone  counseling 
service  will  be  in  effect  daily  from  9  a.m. 
to  2  a.m.,  Dec.  23  through  Jan.  4,  with  the 
phones  answered  by  volunteers  who  are 
recovered  alcoholics,  family  members 
and  professional  alcoholism  counselors. 

Last  year,  some  1,275  phone  calls  were 
answered  on  the  Hotline,  most  of  them  as 
a  result  of  radio  and  television 
announcements.  "Each  time  one  of  our 
public  service  announcements  was  aired, 
the  telephones  would  begin  ringing,"  said 
James  W  Baldwin,  chairman  of  the 
council’s  board  of  directors. 

“Our  experience  with  the  Holiday 
Hotline  shows  that  crisis  intervention  can 
be  extremely  effective  during  the 
Christmas-New  Year  Season,"  he  added, 
added 


New  boost  for  clergy 
marriages  foreseen 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  A  key  strategy  in  the 
church’s  first  full-scale  assault  on  the 
problem  of  increasing  divorce  among 
United  Methodist  clergy  will  be  to 
strengthen  parsonage  marriages, 
project  planners  say. 

"This  positive  emphasis  doesn’t  mean 
we  are  ignoring  divorce,  but  we  believe 
the  way  to  deal  with  it  is  to  look  at  what 
makes  a  good  marriage.”  said  Dr.  Doris 
Jones,  an  experienced  pastoral  counselor 
now  heading  the  staff  team  devoted  to 
the  project  in  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 

Heading  off  divorce  problems  through 
marriage  reinforcement  is  particularly 
important  among  clergy  because  “in 
most  cases  they  don’t  seek  help  for  a 
troubled  marriage  until  it  really  is  too 
late."  she  said. 

Results  in  the  form  of  workable 
programs  that  can  be  used  across  the 
church  are  expected  before  the  end  of 
1977.  Dr.  Jones  told  TM/UMR. 

Starting  in  January  a  series  of  six  or 
eight  “test-stage”  pilot  programs  will  be 
held,  each  set  up  with  a  different  mix  of 
group  sizes,  settings  and  resource 
persons.  The  first  will  be  in  the 
Connecticut  Valley  District  of  the 
Southern  New  England  Conference; 
another  is  scheduled  in  May  for  the  North 
Alabama  Conference.  Another 
conference  plans  to  build  support  groups 
within  the  annual  conference  by  length  of 
time  in  the  career.  For  example,  one 
group  would  bring  together  the  newly 
ordained;  another  the  mid-career;  a 
third  for  those  at  pre-retirement. 

The  pilot  programs  will  talk  frankly 
about  the  realities  of  parsonage  living 
that  affect  marriages  which  clergy  are 
often  not  aware  of,  Dr.  Jones  said. 

To  cite  just  a  few  factors,  she  said, 
"parsonage  living  often  makes  the 
clergy  couple  very  private  people.  Why? 
Because  there  really  isn’t  anyone  for 
them  to  gripe  to  about  their  marriage. 
Clergy  are  often  very  surprised  to 
discover  they  are  not  alone  in  having  a 
particular  problem." 

Also,  some  problems  creep  into 
parsonage  marriages  because  of  the  kind 
of  people  who  tend  to  go  into  ministry. 
"Usually,  they  are  persons  who  like  to  be 
liked,"  Dr.  Jones  noted.  "As  a  result  they 
are  off  and  running  every  time  the  phone 
rings.  They  need  to  be  sensitized  to  what 
they  are  doing;  even  ‘good  work’  can  be 
overdone  when  it  takes  all  24  hours  of 
every  day." 

She  thinks  that  another  factor  is  the 
persons  who  tend  to  marry  clergy. 
Clergy  spouses  tend  to  be  more  passive, 
less  verbal  and  less  demanding,  Dr. 
Jones  found  in  counselling  with  minister 
families. 

"It  is  pretty  hard  to  compete  against 


viable  marriage  project.  But,  in  the 
process,  some  of  the  “magical  myths" 
surrounding  marriage  will  be  exposed 
and  shattered,  and  some  people  just 
might  have  to  learn  to  "fight." 

Her  conviction  is  that  the  best  way  to 
keep  a  marriage  healthy  is  by  a  regular 
“recontracting, ”  which  should  occur 
whenever  a  marriage  is  changed  by  the 
arrival  of  a  child,  or  the  wife  goes  to 
school,  or  takes  a  job,  or  when  children 
leave  home,  etc. 

"It’s  a  painful  process,  but  the  only 
choice  is  between  having  meaning  in 
marriage,  or  a  stale  marriage.  ’  ’ 

The  viable  marriage  project  is  not  the 
only  way  the  division  is  helping  troubled 
marriages.  It  also  has  a  “hot-line"  open 
to  every  clergy  member  of  the 
denomination  who  needs  counselling. 
The  Nashville  office  is  ready  to  provide 
the  phone  number  of  an  accredited 
counsellor  in  the  vicinity  of  any  clergy 
caller,  Dr.  Jones  said. 

‘Good  News 
Bible’  seen 
as  ‘bad  news’ 

PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  According 
to  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  the 
American  Bible  Society’s  “Good  News 
Bible"  is  bad  news. 

In  an  editorial  commenting  on 
publication  of  the  new  translation,  the 
daily  newspaper  stated  (Dec.  5)  that 
“curmudgeon  though  we  may  be  called 
for  it,  the  ‘Good  News'  is  bad  news,  in 
terms  of  poetry,  of  grace,  of  charm  — 
and  thus  of  beauty.” 

The  Inquirer  declared  that  for  beauty 
of  language,  "we  know  of  nothing  which 
can  approach  the  1611  translation  known 
as  the  King  James  Version.  Its  rich 
Elizabethan  meters  and  imageries  are 
more  deeply  in  the  English  language  at 
its  best  than  can  —  or  should  —  be 
expunged  by  modernity.  Still,  we  fear  for 
its  future  in  the  face  of  leaden  literalism 
and  slang." 

As  an  example,  the  editorial  cited  a 
passage  from  the  23rd  Psalm  in  the 
"Good  News  Bible"  which  reads:  “Even 
when  walking  through  the  dark  valley  of 
death  I  will  not  be  afraid,  for  you  are 
close  beside  me,  guarding,  guiding  all 
the  way." 

The  Inquirer  commented,  “We  are  all 
in  favor  of  good  news,  and  for  people  who 
otherwise  might  miss  the  virtue  of  the 
Bible  perhaps  the  ‘Good  News  Bible’  is 
just  that.  But  for  ourselves,  we  are  more 
comforted  by  the  rod  and  the  staff  than 
by  this  dreary  guarding  and  guiding.  We 
hope  that  others  too  will  hang  onto  the 
good  old  Good  Book.  ” 


because  their  personal  needs  always 
seem  so  petty  in  comparison.  So,  instead 
of  making  demands,  the  spouses  simply 
tuck  away  their  anger.  But  this  tends  to 
reappear  in  other  aspects  of  their 
relationship,  and  very  often,  it  affects 
sexual  relations.” 

Dr.  Jones  said  she  hopes  some  “real 
joy  for  marriages”  will  come  out  of  the 

|  Poem  of  the  Week 

Choice 

By  KATHERINE  CAUSEY 
“Mary  hath  chosen  the  better  part;” 
but  in  these  buzzy,  busy  days 
who  has  time  to  practice 

Mary’s  art? 

Classified 

RATE.  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education. 
Music  and  Youth  needed  in  600-member  church. 
Degree  in  Christian  Education  and  a  Methodist 
background  Salary  commensurate  with  talents  and 
training  Send  resume,  references,  credentials  and 

CENTENARY  FINANCIAL  RECORD  SYSTEM 
For  Church  Budget  and/or  Building  Fund- 
Treasurer's  Ledger  Record,  Financial  Secretary's 
Record  of  Contributions.  One  sheet  or  five  sheet.  One 
Write  Record  with  tear  off  Quarterly  Reports  to 
Contributors.  For  Brochure,  write  Centenary  Press, 
Box  3456.  CRS.  Johnson  City.  Tn.  3760! 

3rd.  Dimmitl.  Tex  79027  j 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  Christian  Education 
position  open  .Seminole  United  Methodist.  5400 
Seminole  Blvd.  Seminole.  Fla  33542. 

SOUTH  FLORIDA  CRUISES  Earn  a  7  or  14  day 

ORDAINED  United  Methodist  Minister  seeking  a 
position  in  a  local  church  as  Director  or  Minister  of 

TRAVEL.  INC  800  Douglas  Road.  Coral  Gables.  Fla 
33134  <  305)448-7454 

Box  1076,  Dallas.  TX.  75221 

EUROPE  -  16  DAYS  $987  Write:  Rev  Glenn 
Quam,  4501  Bloomington  Ave  S  .  Minneapolis.  Minn 
55407  For  brochure  —  Switzerland,  Germany. 
Austria,  Italy,  France,  Holland  April.  1977. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  Education-Music  Director 
Position  open  January  1,  1977  Salary  negotiable 

Church  of  500  members.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  300  College  St..  Kennett.  Mo  63857 

WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS.  Box  506. 
Elizabethtown,  Kent  42701  < 502 '769-5900  Feb  15 

ANDREW  COLLEGE  United  Methodist  Fully- 
accredited.  Co-educational  two-year.  University- 
parallel.  Dedicated  faculty.  Financial  assistance 
Maximum  enrollment:  300  students  Strong 

and  Mar  8  ll-Dav  Egypt  Israel/ Jordan  April  3  16- 
Day  Journeys  of  Paul  Hawaii  and  Orient  Study 
lours  Conventions,  Net  rates  for  groups  Kentucky's 
largest  Christian  lour  operator  Will  customize  any 
tour 

International  Competition  Direct  transfer 
programs.  Phi  Theta  Kappa  (Honorary  Society) 
chapter  among  top  ten  in  nation  for  four  consecutive 
years  Cuthbert.  Georgia  31740  (  912)  732-2171 

COORDINATOR  OF  HISPANIC  MINISTRIES 
California-Nevada  Conference  seeks  bilingual 
person  with  working  knowledge  of  local  church  and 
ITMCconnectional structure  Incoordinate  ministries 

WANTED  FULL-TIME  Christian  Education 
Director  growing,  spiritually-alive.  evangelical 
church  of  1.800  members  Starting  Jan  1.  1977  — 
salary  in  $10,000  bracket  Experience  preferred 
Community  United  Methodist  Church.  Casselberry. 
Fla  32771  Phone  <305)8.11-3777 

lime  beginning  spring.  1977  Write  Rev  George  P 
Carter  Director  Council  on  Ministries.  P  O  Box  467. 
San  Francisco.  Calif  94101  Apply  by  Jan  15.1977 

RETIRED  CHRISTIAN  BUSINESSMAN  desires 
position  as  church  business  manager  in  Dallas  area 

STAINED  GLASS  WINDOW  for  sale  Lovely  design 

Dallas.  Tex  75209  350-7509 

good  condition  M50  Write  Mrs  Josephine  Mance 
United  Church.  Cape  Vincent.  N  Y  13618 

CHURCH  FULL  OF  OAK  PEWS  for  sale  Sizes  44 
pews.  24  ft  18  12-ft  15  20-ft  2  15-ft  2  9-ft  .  6  6' -ft 

GO  SOMEWHERE  with  a  Dan  Dipert  Tour!  Fully- 
escorted  molorcoach  and  air  tours  'Dallas  area 

A  bargain  at  $6  00  per  foot  Call  or  write  Texas  Girls 
Choir  Inc  .  4449  Camp  Bowie.  Ft  Worth.  Tex  76107  or 
-all  <8I7'732-816I 

6-9.  $160  One  Day  in  Austin  Mini-Tour.  Feb  23. 115: 
Vicksburg-Natchez-New  Orleans.  Mar  24-29  and 
April  1-6.  $248;  Natchez  Pilgrimage  Mini-Tour,  Mar 
17-19.  $105  Houston  Azalea  Trail.  Mar  3-5.  $99 
Central  America  (air>  Mar  8-23.  $1020  Write  or  call 
for  full  itinerary.  DAN  DIPERT  TOURS.  Box  590- 

ORGANIST-CHOIR  DIRECTOR  interested  in  full¬ 
time  position  Married  Degrees  in  Sacred  Music  and 
Music  Education.  Contact  Don  Peterson.  3400 
Campbell  Rd  .  =1209.  Houston.  Tex  77080.  <713)462- 
6359 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  I.ake  Junaluska  Assembly 
l-ike  Junaluska.  N  C .  beginning  June  l,  1977 
Salary  $18,500  Housing  furnished  Position 
requirements  administrative  ability,  management 

book.  $2  75  postpaid  "You  Shall  Not  Want." 
devotional  poetry  $3  50  postpaid  Pauline  Stacy. 
Programs.  Puppets.  Poetry,  Box  435.  Fowler.  Kans 
67844 

Dr  R  Wright  Spears  Chairman  of  the  Board.  !.akc 
Junaluska  Assembly.  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  28745 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY  of  your 
congregation  Contact:  Allen  Miller,  United  Church 
Directories.  Box  7732.  Waco.  Texas  76710 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  'God  Loves 
You.'  and  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord."  13  cents;  100. 
$12  00  stickers.  "God  Loves  You.  '  to ;  plus  postage 
Crosses.  Apex.  N  C  27.502 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING  Restoring  and' 
rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and  books  for  30  years 
Write  for  samples  and  price  list  412  A  S  St.  Paul. 
Dallas. Texas 75201  <214'  747  4540 

WHEN  PRESIDENTS  PRAY  What  do  they 

pray  for”  What  does  it  mean  to  America’’  Read  their 
pruvers  their  Inaugural  Invocations  Get  the 
exciting  new  publication  "When  Presidents  Prav  " 
Send  *1  imi  to  WHEN  PRESIDENTS  PRAY.  Rox  274. 
Gallipolis  Ohio  45631 

HUSBAND-WIFE  DIACONAL  TEAM  Husband 
Church  Business  Administrator-Director  of 
Evangelism.  Wife  Director  of  Christian  Education 
Both  dedicated,  excellent  references.  MA  Degrees 
Available  January  Reply  TM/UMR.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  TX  75221 
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groundbreaking  at  Asbury 


Circuit  Rider”  arrives  on  horseback 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  the 
Francis  Asbury  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
included  a  touch  of  history.  The  Pastor. 
Rev.  Larry  Maddin,  arrived  at  the 
ceremony  on  horseback  and  spoke 
briefly  to  all  assembled  about  the 
“Circuit  Riders”  in  the  Methodist 
tradition,  including  Bishop  Francis 
Asbury  for  whom  the  church  was 
named. 

The  ceremony  was  held  in  November, 
with  hopes  that  the  structure  which  will 
more  than  double  the  present  seating 
capacity,  is  complete  by  Easter. 
Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  is 
Mr.  J.  E.  Mclnnis. 

The  accompanying  photograph  shows 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Maddin  holding  the 
saddle  he  used,  and  two  books  he 
carried  with  him  —  a  book  of  John 
Wesley’s  sermons,  and  the  Bible  given 
to  him  when  he  was  ordained  Elder. 


Annual  Lay  Retreat 
to  be  held  in  1977 

Charles  S.  Goodgame.  Lay  Leader  of 
the  Alexandria  District,  has  announced 
that  the  Lay  Retreat  of  United  Methodist 
Men  will  be  held  June  25-26.  1977, 
probably  at  Louisiana  College  in 
Pineville 

Although  it  had  been  announced 
previously  that  the  Retreat  would  not  be 
held  in  1977.  because  of  the  National 
UMM  Retreat  scheduled  for  July  at 
Purdue  University,  widespread  interest 
in  the  Conference  Retreat  generated 
plans  to  hold  it  as  usual.  The  Board  of  the 
Laity,  which  sponsors  this'  annual 
gathering  received  many  comments 
from  Men’s  units  urging  that  the  retreat 
beheld. 

Eloi  Primeaux.  Conference  Director  of 
i  United  Methodist  Men.  indicates  that  this 
event  provides  much  spiritual  life  and 
fellowship,  and  there  will  be  a  very 
healthy  attendance  even  though  the 
national  meeting  follows  soon  thereafter. 

Mark  your  calendars  now.  You  will  be 
hearing  more  about  the  Conference 
Retreat! 


DECEMBER  31.  1976 


“.  .  .  and  a 
HAPPY 
NEW  YEAR” 


Bishop's  Message 

Now  that  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  travel  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  a  great  help  to  the  Area  and  to  me 
personally  to  have  an  additional  office  in  Shreveport,  This  has  now  been  made 
possible  by  some  of  our  church  leaders  in  Shreveport,  and  the  cooperation  and 
help  of  Centenary  College.  I  will  open  after  the  first  of  the  year  an  office  in 
Hamilton  Hall  at  Centenary  College,  and  the  college  has  also  thoughtfully 
provided  a  guest  room  for  us  in  James  Dormitory  This  will  enable  me  to 
schedule  meetings  with  both  lay  and  clergy  in  this  section  of  the  Area,  and  it 
will  also  enable  me  to  confer  more  closely  with  the  Conference  Council  staff,  the 
Treasurer,  and  the  Director  of  the  Foundation,  who  have  their  offices  in 
Shreveport. 

I  want  everyone  to  understand  that  this  will  in  no  way  affect  my  regular, 
permanent  office  and  residence  being  in  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Shamblin  and  I  are 
very  happy  with  the  residence  that  is  provided  in  New  Orleans,  and  we  enjoy 
living  in  this  great  and  challenging  city.  This  is  just  an  effort  to  make  myself 
more  available  and  accessible  to  the  ministers  and  laity  in  the  northern  section 
of  the  state,  and  to  enable  me  to  plan  more  effectively  with  the  Conference 
offices  located  in  Shreveport. 

I  am  grateful  to  all  who  have  helped  make  this  possible,  and  I  hope  it  will 
enable  us  to  do  the  work  to  which  we  are  all  committed  more  effectively. 

Mrs  Shamblin  joins  with  me  in  wishing  for  you  and  those  you  love  a  most 
happv  New' Year. 

Sincerely. 


J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


CCOM  holds  December  meeting 


Modern-day  Circuit  Rider  Larry  Maddin 

January  14-16,  1977 


UMW  to  hold  membership  motivation  workshop 


A  special  Workshop  which  is  billed  as  “Membership 
Motivation”  has  been  scheduled  for  January  14-16.  1977  at  Hot 
Wells.  Boyce.  The  Workshop  will  involve  ull  elected 
Conference  officers  of  United  Methodist  Women.  District 
Presidents.  District  Vice-Presidents.  District.Coordinators  for 
Supportive  Community  and  District  Chairpersons  of  the 
Committee  on  Membership  The  announcement  has  come 
from  Amy  Ward.  Conference  President  of  UMW.  and  Nancy 
M.  Carruth,  Conference  Membership  Chairperson. 

Mrs.  Rita  Barto,  a  former  member  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
will  be  on  hand  to  lead  the  meeting.  She  plans  to  emphasize  the 
needs  for  helping  women  see  themselves  as  “  .  Christian 
witnesses,  spiritual  beings  in  UMW:”  to  help  make  the 
organization  a  spiritual,  supportive  community  and  a  mission 
of  and  to  women,  to  the  local  church,  to  the  community  and 


world:  and  to  prepare  to  “tool-up” 
campaign. 


for  the  membership 


A  letter  has  gone  out  to  all  persons  involved  indicating  what 
“tools”  they  should  bring  to  the  workshop. 

Mrs.  Carruth  indicates  that  after  the  January  workshop,  the 
nine  districts  will  set  up  similar  workshops  in  their  own 
districts,  to  be  led  by  the  four  district  persons  brought  in  from 
each  district,  and  assisted  by  any  conference  officers  within 
the  district. 

During  1977  increased  emphasis  is  being  placed  on 
membership  in  United  Methodist  Women,  and  at  the  annual 
meeting  to  be  held  in  First  Church.  Alexandria  in  September, 
special  recognition  will  be  given  to  those  units  which  have 
reached  or  passed  a  ten  per  cent  increase  in  membership. 


Bishop  Shamblin  and  Conference  Lay 
Leader  Tom  Matheny  confer  at 
Layman's  Dinner. 

LUM  welcomes 
new  commissioner 

Mr.  Arthur  Specht.  of  Minden.  has 
been  named  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  He  joins  the 
Board  which  consists  of  the  following 
persons  the  Reverends  Beverly  E. 
Bond,  George  A.  Duerson,  and  James  E 
Wilson;  and  Messrs.  R.  P.  <Bob)  Lay  and 
Harry  I.  Statham. 

Mr  Specht,  who  recently  moved  to 
Minden  from  Florida,  is  Publisher  of  the 
PRESS-HERALD  of  Minden  He  is  a 
long-time  Methodist,  having  served  in  a 
number  of  local,  district  and  conference 
offices  in  Florida. 


United  Methodist  Women  were  well  represented  at  Council  on  Ministries  meeting 

other  time  ”  Also  noted  was  the  fact 
that  “joining  the  church  was  not  the 
same  as  participating  in  the  church 
program  and  fellowship  "  The  need  for 
persons  to  commit  themselves  to  Christ 


Historic  marker  is  available 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  the  Rev.  James  E.  Christie.  Chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History,  display  the  new  marker  for  Louisiana 
Methodist  Historic  Sites  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 


A  special  marker  for  historic  sites  of 
Louisiana  Methodism  is  now  available 
through  the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  according  to  the  Chairman,  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Christie. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  many 
places  —  early  churches,  former  sites, 
campgrounds  and  institutions  —  which 
are  worthy  of  proper  identification  for 
their  historic  significance  This 
permanent  cast-metal  marker  is 


Baby  joins  UMW 


United  Methodist  Women  at  Palestine 
Church,  Pineville  have  no  maximum  or 
minimum  age  for  membership!  This  is 
evidenced  by  the  accompanying  picture, 
and  a  letter  which  indicated  that  “.  the 
youngest  and  newest  addition  to  our 
UMW  unit  is  Miss  Bethany  Doiron 


LAMECO  to  meet 
January  11,  1977 

Annual  Shareholders  Meeting 
of 

LAMECO  Federal  Credit  Union 
January  11. 1977  -  12:00  Noon 
Centenary  Room 
Centenary  College  Cafeteria 
Shreveport.  Louisiana 
ALL  MEMBERS  ARE 
URGED TO ATTEND! 


(That’s  Miss  Bethany  in  the  arms  of  her 
mother.  Mrs.  Judy  Doiron. ) 

The  two  other  young  ladies  looking  on 
are.  left.  Mrs.  Grace  Futrell  (great¬ 
grandmother);  and  Mrs.  Mitch  Futrell 
(grandmother).  Four  generations 
indicate  an  ongoing  effort  for  UMW  at 
Palestine  Church! 


Before  the  old  year  ends 


While  we  are  still  in  the  “mood”  of 
Christmas,  and  before  the  old  year 
actually  closes  its  curtains,  we  share 
with  our  readers  several  pictures  of  the 
Season  that  reached  us  too  late  for  our 
special  Christmas  edition. 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Church. 
Bogalusa.  sent  a  picture  of  their 
Chrismon  Tree,  which  is  in  the 
sanctuary.  The  pastor.  Joe  McClain, 
says  that  it  is  more  than  15  feet  tall  and 
holds  approximately  150  ornaments.  To 
complement  the  tree,  there  are  also  two 
gold  and  white  banners  in  the  foyer  of  the 
church 

First  Church.  Baton  Rouge,  shared 
with  this  newspaper  a  scene  from  their 
production  “Twas  the  Night  Before 


designed  to  permit  attachment  of  a 
smaller  metal  plate  with  appropriate 
description  of  the  site. 

Information  concerning  the  procedure 
lor  the  registration  ol  an  historic  site 
may  be  secured  from:  Rev.  James  E. 
Christie.  315  East  Third  Street.  Crowley. 
La  70526.  or  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Archives.  Centenary  College 
Library,  Shreveport.  La  71104 


Christmas.”  which  is  an  annual 
presentation  by  the  youth.  In  this  picture. 
Santa  has  just  landed  on  the  hearth  and 
Papa  dashes  behind  a  chair  from  where 
he  watches  the  events  of  the  story.  Santa 
Claus  was  played  by  Ms.  Vickie 
Mihlfread  and  Papa  was  played  by  Mr. 
Steve  Wurst.  “Woody”  Hearn  is  pastor  of 
First  Church 


Holding  their  Fall  meeting  in  Trinity 
Church.  Alexandria,  in  mid-December, 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
chalked  up  another  successful  session  in 
planning  and  progress. 

Ray  Branton.  Council  Director,  gave 
an  outline  of  the  emphasis  by  the 
Conference  on  Personal  Commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ.  He  pointed  out  the  need  to 
stress  “lowering  of  invisible  barriers  in 
our  churches  .”  and  ministering  ‘ 
at  the  point  of  growth  opportunities  . 

It  was  noted  that  “when  a  growth 
opportunity  developed,  persons  (were) 
more  open  to  counseling  than  at  any 


Dr  J  Woodrow  Hearn,  chairman. 
Research  and  Planning,  is  shown  making 
a  report  before  the  Council 


Two  choirs  sing 
at  Jones  Church 

Two  choirs  combined  their  talents  to 
help  mark  the  Bicentennial  during  a 
special  “Harvest  Day  Festival"  at  Jones 
Church.  Welsh.  The  pastor  is  the  Rev.  W 
B.  Sweat.  Mrs.  Birdie  M  Hardin  served 
as  program  Chairman  for  the  successful 
event. 

The  Lambert  Chapel  Choir  and  the 
Jones  Choir  were  on  hand  to  sing  many 
beautiful  and  appropriate  songs. 

It  was  a  very  good  year 

There  were  highs  and  lows,  good  and 
bad;  some  things  happy,  some  things 
sad  But  all  in  all.  it  was  a  very  good  year 
for  our  Conference 


at  the  personal  level  was  emphasized. 

Dr  J  Woodrow  Hearn,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Research  and 
Planning,  pointed  out  that  even  before 
the  General  Conference  had  taken  its 
position  on  Evangelism  with  an 
emphasis  upon  the  Church  or  Sunday 
School,  the  Louisiana  Conference  had 
accepted  this  as  one  of  its  programs  for 
the  Quadrennium. 

Another  feature  of  the  meeting  was  a 
presentation  of  the  program  plans  for 
1977  and  1978  by  the  District 
Superintendents  Each  District  has 
projected  full  and  ambitious  plans. 

Do  you  want 
a  full  page? 

Institutions,  agencies,  special  interest 
groups.  Districts  are  all  invited  to 
explore  the  possibility  of  having  their 
"message"  published  on  a  special  page 
of  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST.  Already,  an  additional 
page  is  being  utilized  three  times  each 
year  by  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 
Ruston  It  has  been  used  in  the  past.  also, 
by  Methodist  Hospital.  New  Orleans. 

The  cost  is  approximately  $200,  and  is 
an  extra  page  of  the  edition  in  which  it 
appears.  It  goes  into  every  home  which 
receives  this  newspaper,  and  wherever 
the  newspaper  goes .  consequently  there 
is  wide  distribution 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  possibility 
of  having  such  a  page  at  one  or  more 
times  during  the  year,  contact  the  Area 
Provost  at  1114  American  Bank  Building. 
New  Orleans.  La.  70130 


Lambert  Chapel  Choir 


Paid  in  full 

The  Union  Methodist  Church,  in 
the  Monroe  District,  which  has  a 
total  of  39  members  on  roll,  reported 
at  a  recent  charge  conference  that 
all  conference  and  district  askings 
have  been  paid  in  full  for  1976. 

The  announcement  came  from  the 
Rev.  Clyde  C  Frazier.  Jr.,  Monroe 
District  Superintendent,  who  stated 
that  members  of  the  church  voted  to 
accept  their  askings  in  full  for  1977, 
and  to  increase  the  ministerial 
support  as  well. 

The  Rev  Jack  Midvett  (Retired) 
reported  that  this  small 
congregation  had  also  given  a  total 
of  $&34  this  year  in  response  to  ten 
special  offerings 

Quite  a  record,  isn’t  it? 


WBE3 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


DECEMBER  31,  l»7« 


My  Witness 

Worship  transcends  language 


General  (onference  message  is  good  for  the  u  hole  year 


1976  was  year  of  potential  significance 


Every  year  at  this  time  journalists  who 
have  spent  12  months  reporting  the  news 
undertake  the  task  of  becoming  his¬ 
torians.  Having  dealt  for  a  year  with  the 
news  on  a  day  to  day  or  week  to  week 
basis,  they  try  to  shift  gears  and  decide 
what  all  those  headlines  add  up  to 

This  job  is  never  easy,  because 
headlines  and  history  are  not  always 
made  out  of  the  same  material. 
TM/UMR  discovers  time  and  again  as  it 
deals  with  the  news  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  that  the  whole  is  not 
usually  the  simple  sum  of  the  parts. 

1976,  like  few  other  years  in  recent 
memory,  proved  that  fact  It  was  a  year 
of  few  gripping  headlines.  Even  General 
Conference,  the  session  of  the 
denomination's  top  legislative  body 
which  meets  every  four  years  and 
seldom  fails  to  create  “big  news”  of 
some  sort,  provided  little  that  could  be 
shouted  from  the  street  corners. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  1976  was 
undoubtedly  a  year  of  events  with  great 
potential  historical  significance  for 
United  Methodism.  It  was  a  year  which 
saw  seeds  planted  that  could  grow  into 
programs  which  will  make  a  difference 
in  a  world  wracked  with  hunger.  It  was  a 
year  in  which  the  denomination  took 
some  initial  steps  which  could  lead  to  a 
bolstering  of  ethnic  minority  local 
congregations  and  in  the  process  bring 
new  vitality  to  the  church  as  a  whole.  It 

‘Good  News  Bible’ 
isn’t  ‘bad  news’ 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  newspaper 
recently  criticized  the  newly  published 
“Good  News  Bible”  as  "bad  news”  (see 
TM/UMR,  Dec.  24).  Holding  up  the 
“King  James  Version”  of  1611  as  the 
standard,  the  Inquirer  editorial  writer 
said  “Good  News”  lacks  “poetry,  grace 
and  charm”  and  recommended  that 
readers  “hang  on  to  the  good  old  Good 
Book  " 

While  we  agree  with  the  writer’s 
assessment  that  the  King  James  Version 
is  a  translation  unsurpassed  in  beauty  of 
language,  we  reject  the  implication  that 
such  is  the  most  important  basis  on 
which  to  judge  a  biblical  translation. 

The  Bible  has  been  translated  time  and 
time  again  throughout  history  with  a 
single  purpose  in  mind:  To  bring  the 
word  of  God  in  the  most  understandable 
fashion  to  the  generation  of  its  day.  Along 
the  way  some  translations  have  been 
judged  in  a  literary  sense  to  be  “more 
beautiful”  or  “more  poetic"  than  others, 
but  communication  of  the  Word  has 
always  remained  the  purpose. 

Why  should  Christians  have  to  choose 
the  beauty  of  Elizabethan  poetry  over  the 
understandability  of  more  modern 
English? 

We  rejoice  that  there  are  many 
different  translations  of  the  Bible 
available  today  and  welcome  “Good 
News"  as  another  worthwhile  attempt  at 
making  God’s  revelation  to  humanity 
understandable  in  the  language  of  today. 
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was  a  year  in  which  programs  were 
launched-  which  could  extend  the  gospel 
to  many  more  people  and  begin  to 
reverse  membership  losses  which  have 
totaled  more  than  a  million  members  in 
ten  years. 

Or,  1976  could  have  been  the  year  when 
programs  were  set.  issues  were 
discussed,  money  was  raised  and  nothing 
significant  happened.  To  a  large  degree 
the  headlines  of  1976  may  not  be  written 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

An 


until  1977.  or  1978  or  later. 

Fulfillment  or  nonfulfillment  of  1976’s 
headlines  will  depend  upon  what  each  of 
us  does  in  the  years  ahead  We  hope  1976 
will  prove  to  be  a  year  of  historical 
significance  for  the  people  called  United 
Methodists,  not  a  summation  of  its 
headlines,  but  a  beginning  step  toward 
fulfillment  of  its  potential  to  be  a  faithful 
body  of  believers  serving  Jesus  Christ  in 
our  time. 


By  WM.  K.  MC  ELVANEY 

What  would  it  be  like  to  celebrate  the 
first  Sunday  in  Advent  in  the  Bavarian 
Alps?  The  desk  clerk  at  the  hotel  seemed 
intrigued  when  I  told  him  I  was  an 
English-speaking  Protestant  looking  for 
a  Roman  Catholic  service  in  German  — 
the  faith  and  language  of  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 

I  attended  the  10  a.m.  H.  Messe  (Holy 
Mass)  in  the  large  Gothic  Church.  The 
words  which  greeted  me  from  the  top  of 
the  bulletin  were  Gottesdienste  in  der 
Pfarrkirche  (Service  to  God  in  the  parish 
church).  The  sanctuary  was  full  with  a 
number  of  us  standing  behind  the  last 
row  of  pews.  As  I  listened  to  the  pastor’s 
Advent  sermon  in  German  —  with  the 
word  “Christ”  almost  the  only  term  I 
recognized  throughout  —  I  was  impacted 
in  a  fresh  way  with  the  significance  of 
language.  How  can  one  worship  in  any 
meaningful  way  with  total  strangers  and 
without  a  speaking  or  hearing  knowledge 
of  the  language  of  the  service? 

Yet  I  also  began  to  realize  that 
language  was  almost  the  only  non- 
universal  form  of  communication,  and 
that  I  was  indeed  experiencing  the 
worship  of  God.  The  visual  and  other 
means  of  worship  were  universal,  or  at 
least  common  to  my  own  experience. 
There  was  the  Advent  wreath  with  one  of 
its  4  candles  burning  brightly.  Purple 


was  evident  in  the  priest’s  vestments  and 
in  the  pulpit  adornment.  The  music  of  the 
organ  transcended  the  nationality  of 
language  in  the  spoken  word.  The  lifting 
up  of  the  wafer  and  the  chalice  bespoke 
of  the  divine  presence,  calling  forth  a 
tradition  of  the  church  which  points  to 
the  ultimate  and  the  universal. 

In  spite  of  distance,  strangeness  of 
place,  and  language  barrier,  the  true  and 
lively  Word  was  made  known  anew  to 
me.  The  richness  of  the  church’s 
treasury  of  worship/communication 
forms  is  itself  an  adventure  .  .  .  color, 
visual  arts,  familiar  symbols,  music,  and 
not  least  of  all.  the  witness  of  the 
gathered  people  of  God. 


As  I  left  the  church,  a  saying  of 
Howard  Thurman  came  to  mind  —  you 
have  to  be  at  home  somewhere  before 
you  are  at  home  everywhere.  For  the 
Christian  it  is  not  a  negation  of  native 
land,  family  and  loved  ones  to  say  “that 
somewhere”  is  in  fact  the  good  news  of 
the  Gospel. 

My  Witness  is  a  column  through  which 
TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
experiences  of  Christian  faith. 

William  K.  McElvaney  is  President  of 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri  and  was  recently  in 
Germany  to  conduct  a  Protestant 
chaplain's  retreat. 


Here  I  Stand 


Idea  of  ‘laity’  has 
hindered  evangelism 


By  BILL  UNDERWOOD 

There  is  little  doubt  that  almost  from 
the  beginning  of  church  history, 
Christians  have  been  enunciating  in  one 
way  or  another  what  things  have  been 
most  damaging  to  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  your 
editorial  in  the  December  17  issue  of 
TM/UMR.  As  a  pastor,  I,  too,  have  heard 
the  retort,  “I  don’t  want  all  of  that  news 
coming  into  my  home!  ” 

I  suppose  we  all  know  that  there  are 
those  who  won’t  read,  can’t  read  or  don’t 
want  to  be  bothered  with  any  new 
information.  Maybe  they  will  be  with  us 
to  the  end  of  time.  But  after  two  years  of 
experience  with  a  local  edition  of  TM/ 
UMR  in  our  church,  I  want  to  say  that  it 
is  the  best  means  of  communication  I 
have  ever  known  in  30  years  in  the 
ministry. 

Some  of  those  people  who  complained 
the  loudest  when  we  first  started  the 
program  are  the  first  to  call  the  office 
when  the  paper  arrives  late.  And  I  also 
note  a  much  higher  level  of 
sophistication  among  our  membership 
on  issues  confronting  the  church.  Issues 
that  used  to  trigger  emotional  responses 
are  now  defused.  Our  people  know  why 
the  church  is  involved  in  particular 
issues  and  causes.  And  furthermore, 
they  expect  us  to  be  involved  in  the  name 
of  Christ. 

All  of  this  is  not  to  say  that  we  always 
agree  with  everything  that  is  said  in 
TM/UMR.  I  have  written  my  share  of 
“Letters  to  the  Editor."  But  it  is  to  say 
that  we  appreciate  what  you  are  doing. 
Your  paper  is  one  of  the  greatest  things 
that  has  happened  in  our  church  in  many 
years.  Robert  L.  Schlager 

Santa  Rosa,  California 

TM/UMR  ‘outstanding’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Upon  reading  your  “TM/UMR  Beat" 
article  entitled.  “Do  we  tell  you  more 
about  your  faith  than  you  want  to  know?  ” 
(Dec.  17  issue),  I  vote  full  support  and 
confidence  in  your  paper! 

You  receive  flack,  as  do  pastors.  It 
comes  with  the  position  we  hold.  I  am 
sure  that  a  vast  majority  of  us  readers 
greatly  value  your  truly  outstanding 
P3^1* '  Richard  E .  Gibbens 

Ponca  City,  Oklahoma 

Abstinence  is  best 

To  the  Editor : 

I  was  greatly  disturbed  with  Beverly 
Boche’s  December  17  article  regarding 
the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages  over  the 
holidays.  First,  she  affirms  the 
importance  of  total  abstinence,  but  then 
goes  on  to  suggest  ways  to  minimize  the 
consumption  of  alcohol  at  parties  in  our 
own  homes. 

Since  she  also  says  we  are  our 
brother’s  keeper  and  that  it’s  our  party 
and  we  thereby  “set  the  tone  and  make 
the  rules,”  why  did  she  not  urge  the 
nonavailability  of  alcohol  whatever? 
Even  if  the  host  and  hostess  do  not  drink, 
making  it  accessible  to  others  is 
tantamount  to  its  approval. 

Ms.  Boche  would  do  well  to  remind 
herself  of  the  theme  verse  for  this 
quadrennium,  part  of  which  states:  “And 
be  not  conformed  to  this  world.”  What 
many  of  us  are  trying  to  emphasize  from 
the  pulpit  and  in  personal  practice  is 
undermined  by  such  articles.  I  hope  the 
likes  of  this  one  never  appears  in 
TM/UMR  again. 

R.  S.  Thomas 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
Alcohol  never  right 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  December  17  issue  of  TM/UMR. 
ways  are  given  by  Beverly  Boche  to 
“minimize  tragedy  if  you  choose  to  drink 
over  holidays.”  United  Methodists  are 
told  that  it  may  be  advisable  to  act  as 
bartender  yourself,  and  a  time  for 
closing  the  bar  is  suggested  so  that 
celebrants  may  sober  up  before  going  out 
in  public.  Furthermore  it  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  host  take  care  of 
his  guests  who  are  too  drunk  to  drive  by 
keeping  them  in  his  home  over  night  if 
necessary.  What  an  article  for  a  United 
Methodist  publication  to  carry!  And  what 
a  contrast  to  the  celebration  on  the  night 
of  the  Christ  Child’s  birth  when  He  was 
welcomed  by  angel  voices ! 

The  fact  that  some  United  Methodists 
use  alcohol  and  other  drugs  to  the 
detriment  of  themselves  and  their 
fellowmen  doesn’t  make  the  practice 
acceptable.  Should  the  host  provide  also. 


informed  membership  is  preferable 
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sterile  equipment  for  guests  to  use  in 
shooting  heroin  in  order  to  “minimize 
tragedy”? 

United  Methodists  need  to  take  a  stand. 

A  member’s  use  of  drugs  —  whether  they 
be  alcohol,  heroin  or  others  —  for  social 
purposes  is  either  right  or  it  is  wrong. 

There  is  no  minimizing  the  tragedy  of 
dulled  minds,  regrettable  acts,  and 
wasted  money  —  all  in  the  name  of 
Christmas. 

John  Wesley  said,  “Another  mark  of  a 
Methodist:  he  will  not  take  part  in  any 
amusement  which  has  the  least 
possibility  of  causing  harm  to  others” 

(“The  Character  of  a  Methodist,”  by 
John  Wesley).  The  author  of  the  current 
article  is  so  right  when  she  says,  “It’s 
your  party.  You  set  the  tone  and  make 
the  rules.”  We’d  better  be  sure  they  are 
Christian  rules. 

Laura  Frances  Murphy 
Odessa,  Texas 

Heresies  need 
to  be  exposed 

To  the  Editor: 

As  one  who  has  served  in  Latin 
America  as  a  missionary  for  ten  years,  I 
am  extremely  grateful  to  the  Rev. 

George  D.  McClain  for  his  expose  of  the 
twin  heresies  of  American  Christianity  — 
spiritualization  and  individualism 
(“Here  I  Stand,”  Dec.  10). 

No  one  knows  better  than  a  returned 
missionary  what  a  formidable  obstacle 
these  heresies  become  when  he  or  she 
tries  to  convince  the  folks  back  home  that 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Dr.  Denman  was  Christian 
‘sample’  not  a  ‘salesman’ 
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true  Christianity  means  placing  oneself 
firmly  on  the  side  of  the  poor  and 
oppressed,  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad  and  against  the  forces  which  are 
dehumanizing  them. 

Almost  on  every  turn,  I  come  up 
against  the  attitude  in  our  church  that 
those  who  are  going  out  of  their  way  to 
lift  up  the  causes  of  social  justice  and 
global  economic  justice  are  not 
“spiritual”  enough. 

God  help  us  to  become  worldly 
Christians  and  take  the  problems  of 
suffering  and  injustice  seriously.  Did 
God  become  incarnate  in  Christ  and  then 
die  on  the  cross  just  to  make  some  of  us 
feel  good? 

Ray  DeHainaut 
Tampa,  Florida 


A  smart  observer  of  today’s  church 
and  its  concern  for  evangelism  said 
recently:  “We  need  more  samples,  not 
more  salesmen.”  The  words  may  have 
been  someone  else’s,  but  the  idea  was 
Harry  Denman’s.  When  he  died  last 
month  at  age  83,  he  had  spent  a  long 
lifetime  practicing  the  idea,  and  for  more 
than  three  decades  he  tried  to  preach  and 
teach  it  to  his  fellow  United  Methodists. 

During  the  lengthy  confrontation 
(almost  a  civil  war  among  Methodists) 
between  the  protagonists  of  personal 
evangelism  and  the  exponents  of  social 
action  he  never  took  sides,  for  he  was  a 
practitioner  of  racial  and  social  justice 
before  the  social  activists  got  their 
campaign  for  civil  rights  cranked  up.  He 
believed  in  peace  through  brotherhood 
and  preached  it  at  youth  camps, 
institutes,  retreats  and  student 
assemblies.  He  stuck  to  his  convictions 
about  reconciliation  at  a  time  when 
many  peacemakers  were  getting  tangled 
up  in  problems  of  guilt,  amnesty  and 
peace  with  honor. 

He  was  unschooled  in  the  arts  of 
international  politics,  and  uninterested. 
Harry  Denman  found  plenty  to  occupy 
him  in  the  shortcomings  of  his  own 
country,  and  it  was  only  with  reluctance 
that  he  broadened  his  evangelistic 
program  to  include  Europe  and  Asia.  As 
memory  has  it,  he  began  in  Scandinavia 
and  accepted  a  wintertime  engagement 
without  benefit  of  hat,  gloves  or 
overcoat.  (The  many  stories  about  his 
giving  away  clothes  and  living  out  of  the 
top  drawer  of  his  office  desk  are  literally 
true.) 

Later,  he  made  evangelistic  trips  into 
Asia,  especially  Malaya  and  Korea.  He 
spoke  to  thousands  of  students  and 
teachers  on  the  campus  of  Ewha 
University,  in  Seoul,  and  many  were 
baptized.  He  was  a  tireless  speaker,  who 
never  tired  his  hearers.  He  had  many 
illustrations  from  his  own  experiences, 
and  he  preached  ‘‘out  of  his 
confessional,”  which  was  in  a 
restaurant,  railroad  station,  hospital, 
private  home  —  wherever  he  happened 
to  be.  (Frequently,  he  ate  his  Christmas 
dinners  with  the  inmates  of  a  jail,  or 
perched  on  a  stool  at  the  railroad  station 
in  Nashville.) 

Although  he  was  an  in-depth  student  of 
the  Bible  and  an  eloquent  preacher,  he 
never  forgot  that  he  was  a  layman  He 


T.  OUo  Nall 
was  often  called  a  “contemporary  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi,”  and  it  was  an  apt 
compliment  to  his  unpretentious 
humility.  He  may  not  have  known  much 
about  the  birds  and  flowers,  but  he  knew 
what  was  in  the  hearts  of  his  brothers 
and  sisters.  (He  proudly  wore  on  the 
lapel  of  his  one  faded  blue  coat  the  life 
membership  pin  of  the  Women’s 
Society. ) 

He  was  not  a  denominationalist, 
though  he  knew  the  “marks  of  a 
Methodist,”  and  had  all  the 
characteristics  that  John  Wesley  laid 
down,  and  more.  He  had  a  profound 
respect  for  the  Methodist  “system”  and 
real  appreciation  for  the  values  he  felt 
confident  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  would  bring  to  the  Union  in 
1968.  He  did  not  fight  the  bureaucracy  of 
Lhe  church,  but  his  single-minded 
interest  in  evangelism  kept  him  from 
becoming  a  programmed  and 
programming  bureaucrat.  He  tried  all 
kinds  of  experiments,  and  brought  to  his 
staff  in  the  Board  of  Evangelism  a  wide 
variety  of  experts  on  diverse  and 
sometimes  contradictory  ideas.  They 
were  bound  together  in  a  personal  loyalty 
to  him. 

He  looked  forward  to  the  new  emphasis 
on  evangelism  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  and  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  He  did  not  turn  his  back  on  any 
method,  but  his.best  method,  and  the  one 
that  he  believed  in  most,  was  personal 
witnessing  that  led  to  confessions  of 
faith  He  never  viewed  anything  with 
alarm,  but  he  was  deeply  concerned 
about  our  dismal  record  on  confessions  of 
faith. 

Harry  Denman  was  an  indefatigable 
letter  writer.  His  autographs  are 
everywhere,  signed  to  brief  notes  that 
have  brought  hope  and  strength  when 
needed  most.  How  did  he  know9  That 
question  is  not  answered  —  nor  is  an 
answer  needed.  His  “sincerely  yours” 
was  a  trademark  of  Harry’s  transparent 
faith  in  God  and  humankind. 

It  is  said  that  he  once  startled  a 
company  of  Christians  by  concluding  a 
prayer,  not  with  the  customary  “Amen," 
but  with  the  complimentary  close. 
“Sincerely  yours.”  Intentional  or  not.  it 
was  authentic  Denman  theology,  for  he 
was  —  and  continues  to  be  —  among 
God’s  very  best  friends. 

-T.  OTTO  NALL 


Article  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  continued  excellence 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  Your 
sensitive  appreciation  of  the  diverse 
opinions  of  your  readers  is  to  be 
commended.  Keeping  a  balanced 
viewpoint  must  be  very  difficult. 

Especially  significant  for  the  Advent 
season  was  your  inclusion  in  the 
December  10  issue  of  a  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  written  by  the  Rev.  George  D. 
McClain,  “Advent,  Christmas  meanings 
have  been  lost.”  His  penetrating 
exposure  of  the  twin  heresies  of  our 
average  Christian  was  most  timely  and 
personally  devastating.  We  need  this 
kind  of  Christian  criticism  to  keep  us  on 
the  track  of  the  whole  gospel.  Thank  you 
for  printing  the  article. 

Kenneth  E.  Hoover 
Bullhead  City,  Arizona 
Unborn  need  proteetion 
To  the  Editor: 

We  join  with  Mr.  William  Moore 
(TM/UMR,  Dec.  17)  in  his  call  for  all 
United  Methodists  “to  extend  protection 
to  all  human  beings:  unborn  as  well  as 
born." 

First  of  all,  though,  we  feel  it  is 
necessary  to  extricate  ourselves  from 
the  so-called  Religious  Coalition  for 
Abortion  Rights  whose  Washington 
headquarters  are  in  the  building  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  The  Board  is  the  administrating 
agency  for  the  R.C.A.R.  and  the 
organization  through  which  its  tax- 
exempt  status  is  derived  (TM/UMR,  Oct. 
1). 

We  feel  it  would  be  difficult  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  extend 
protection  to  the  unborn  while  at  the 
same  time  belonging  to  the  Religious 
Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights  which  fully 
supports  the  right  of  a  mother  to  kill  her 
unborn  child. 

Jeannette  and  Robert  Beebe 
Louisville,  Kentucky 


One  pattern  of  thought  has  said 
denominationalism  has  been  the  greatest 
hindrance;  another  group  has  offered  the 
idea  that  large  churches  have  hampered 
the  dissemination  of  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  Christ;  some  have  said  the  paid 
clergy  have  been  stumbling  blocks; 
others  may  suggest  other  reasons,  ad 
infinitum. 

There  may  indeed  be  grounds  for 
considering  all  of  these,  and  other  ideas 
as  destructive  factors  to  the  spread  of  the 
promises  of  Christ,  but  after  years  of 
thinking  on  this  subject,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  one  pattern  of 
thought  that  has  been  most  damaging  is 
the  idea  of  “laity,”  “layman,” 
“laywoman,"  or  “layperson!” 

The  writers  of  the  New  Testament 
knew  nothing  of  the  idea  of  laity  or 
laypersons  as  regards  Christians. 

Webster’s  Dictionary  defines  a  layman 
as  “one  not  belonging  to  some  particular 
profession.” 

As  a  businessman,  I  am  a  layman  to 
the  medical  profession.  As  one  who  has 
spent  all  of  my  adult  life  selling  textiles 
or  related  merchandise,  I  am  certainly  a 
layman  to  the  profession  of  electrical 
engineering  and  most  other  fields  of 
vocational  endeavor  —  but  as  a  born 
again  child  of  God,  I  am  not  a 
lay  Christian. 

As  a  member  of  the  family  or  kingdom 
of  God,  the  Christian  is  ordained  by  the 
words  of  Jesus:  “Go  ye  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Ghost:  Teaching  them  to  observe 
all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  World.”  (Matthew 
28:19,  20) 

There  can  be  no  doubt  Jesus  intended 
that  all  should  teach  and  baptize  when  we 
remember  His  words  in  the  “high 
priestly  prayer”  which  assures  us  that 
He  was  praying  for  us  to  be  like  His 
eleven  apostles:  “Neither  pray  I  for 
these  alone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall 
believe  on  me  through  their  word;  that 
they  all  may  be  one;  as  thou.  Father,  art 
in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may 
be  one  in  us:  That  the  World  may  believe 
that  thou  hast  sent  me.”  (John  17:20, 21 ) 
The  New  Testament  calls  Christians 
many,  many  names  including  kings, 
priests,  and  heirs  —  but  never  laymen. 

I  propose  that  we  Christians  think  of 
ourselves  as  “believer  priests”  and  once 
and  for  all  dispense  and  be  rid  of  the 
name  laymen  and  the  mentality  of  laity 
that  teaches  us  to  leave  the  ministry  of 
Christ’s  redemptive  grace  to  someone 
else. 

Lest  any  should  accuse  this  “believer 
priest”  of  advocating  a  non-ecclesiast- 
ical  church,  I  hastily  add  that  God  does 
indeed  call  certain  persons  into 
specialized  ministries  such  as  pastors, 
teachers,  evangelists,  musicians, 
administrators  and  others. 

But  God  does  not  call  Christians  to  be 
laymen.  God  calls  laymen  to  be 
Christians  and  believer  priests. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Bill 
Underwood,  is  a  member  of  Tyler  Street 
UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas. 
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197 6  tagged  year  of  caution  in  UMC 

Controversies  fizzled  but  'seeds’  sown,  TM/UMR  review  finds 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

What  kind  of  year  was  1976  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church? 

J"*  “Dull"  or  “unproductive”  say  those 
who  have  applauded  “against-the-grain” 
social  stances  which  have  marked  the 
church  in  other  years. 

“A  welcome  and  needed  change  of 
pace”  say  others  who  have  charged  that 
church-centered  controversies  of  the 
.  past  have  given  off  more  heat  than  light. 

Regardless  of  viewpoint,  few 
observers  could  argue  with  the 
assessment  that  1976  was  a  year  of 
caution;  a  year  in  which  vital  issues  were 
dealt  with  matter-of-factly  and 
controversies  which  threatened  to 
explode  fizzled. 

But  while  General  Conference  was 
“cautious"  and  the  months  that  followed 


“tranquil."  what  did  happen  in  1976 
carries  an  exciting  potential  for  the 
future. 

Three  important  issues  were 
approached  almost  perfunctorily  by 
General  Conference:  world  hunger,  the 
crisis  in  the  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  and  evangelism.  The  three 
were  in  the  unspectacular  “seed  stages" 
of  organization  and  planning  for  most  of 
the  year.  They  nevertheless  bear  poten¬ 
tial  importance  which  exceeds  those 
issues  which  stirred  controversy. 

Chief  among  the  controversies  which 
“came  in  like  a  lion  and  went  out  like  a 
lamb"  was  the  issue  of  homosexuality. 
Long  expected  by  some  persons  to  be  a 
bombshell  when  the  General  Conference, 
top  legislative  body  of  the  denomination 
which  meets  once  every  four  years,  met 
in  late  April,  it  proved  to  be  more  the  pop 


Sexual  equality  goal 
shows  slow  progress 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

While  women  and  men  in  United 
'  Methodism  expressed  basic  optimism  in 
1976  that  the  goal  of  sexual  equality  in 
representation  and  responsibility  can  be 
reached,  they  recognized  that  much 
ground  remains  to  be  gained. 

Data  gathered  by  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  (CSRW) 
indicates  that  in  local  churches  women’s 
increasing  involvement  has  been 
primarily  in  areas  traditionally  reserved 
for  them:  missions,  education,  children, 
youth  and  family  concerns.  Areas 
traditionally  dominated  by  men  — 
finance,  trustees,  pastor-parish 
committees  —  continue  to  be 
overwhelmingly  dominated  by  men. 

Further,  women  have  not  been  able  to 
translate  their  superior  numerical 
strength  (54  percent  of  UMC 
membership)  into  executive  positions  in 
the  church.  1976  showed  no  improvement 
and  at  some  levels,  lower  participation. 

At  other  points  a  brighter  picture 
appeared  in  1976.  Representation  for 
women  in  annual  conferences,  on  agency 
boards  of  directors,  and  in  the  General 
Conference  increased  significantly.  But 
.  the  brightest  spot  of  all  in  1976  was  the 
ordination  of  women,  according  to 
.  reports  from  such  diverse  quarters  as 
.  seminary  deans,  research  among 
.  ordained  women  and  the  evaluation  of 
,  lay  women. 

“The  church  is  rolling  on  the 
ordination  of  women,  and  there  is  wide 
,  acceptance  of  ordained  women  in  local 
.churches,"  said  Rose  Thomason. 

,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  a  veteran  of  tne 
women’s  caucus. 

“Outright  resistance  to  women  in  the 
ministry  is  definitely  lessening,"  said 
Dr.  Thomas  A.  Langford,  dean  of  Dukv 
Divinity  School,  Durham,  N.C.,  last 
June.  The  reasons  for  these  changing 
attitudes  are  hard  to  pinpoint,  he  said, 
but  include  the  social  setting  today,  the 
continuing  move  of  women  into 
previously  “forbidden"  work  areas,  and 
women’s  feeling  of  freedom  to  utilize  the 
range  of  talents  they  possess. 

The  survey  of  recent  seminary 
graduates  taken  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  November 
confirms  that  ordained  women,  too,  feel 
growing  support  from  parishioners  and 
colleagues. 

The  Rev.  Ruth  Wegner,  Evanston,  Ill., 
told  TM/UMR  “encouragement  has 
replaced  the  scorn  of  six  years  ago.” 

Another  big  boost  in  1976  was  the 
decision  of  the  Episcopal  Church  to  open 

Award  for  the 
•;‘most  amusing  news!; 
|  story  of  the  year’?  I; 

:•  JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  IEP)  -  a| 
!j:  pair  of  evangelists  here  have  added  >• 
•:  the  sense  of  smell  to  their  sermons  £ 
about  “hell  fire  and  brimstone."  and  >: 
are  enjoying  good  success,  according  >• 
:•  to  United  Press  International.  A 

:£  Audiences  attending  meetings  by  x 
;■  the  Rev.  Jim  Gipson  and  his  brother-  $ 
>:  in-law,  Ed  Hargiss,  are  getting  a  whiff 
'>•  of  the  smoke  as  they  listen  to  sermons 
•|  on  eternal  punishment.  £ 

>:  The  odor  is  one  of  many  magical  £ 

£  tricks  used  by  evangelist  Gipson  to  £ 
hold  an  audience’s  attention.  The  ;j: 
£  “hell  fire  and  brimstone”  meetings 
have  become  so  popular  the  team  is 
required  to  give  two  or  three  £ 
performances  a  week  at  churches, 
v  Sunday  schools  and  civic  meetings  in  •: 
£  North  Florida  and  South  Georgia.  :• 

•j:  "Why,”  said  Mr.  Gipson,  "I’ve  had  •: 
£  185  people  saved  in  just  three  £ 
:•  months!”  '< 
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its  priesthood  and  episcopacy  to  women 
in  September. 

While  progress  was  marked  for 
ordained  women,  the  General 
Conference  also  took  a  hard  look  at 
where  the  church  stands  as  a  whole  on 
women’s  issues  and  decided  last  April  to 
give  the  commission  permanent  status 
“to  finish  the  job.”  With  the  shift  to 
standing  commission  status,  the  CSRW 
office  has  moved  from  the  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Seminary  Campus  to  the 
United  Methodist  office  center  at  1200 
Davis  Street,  Evanston,  Ill. 

Commission  President  Barbara 
Thompson,  Silver  Springs,  Md.,  said  a 
major  concern  this  quadrennium  will  be 
helping  the  68  organized  conference 
commissions  more  adequately  so  they 
may,  in  turn,  directly  help  local  churches 
deal  with  women’s  issues:  employment, 
theology,  sexist  language,  the  meaning 
of  “equal  responsibility  and  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  total  life  and  mission 
of  the  church,  sharing  fully  in  power  and 
policy  making." 


of  a  firecracker. 

Set  the  mood 

Like  no  other  issue,  however,  it  was  the 
homosexuality  controversy  which  set  the 
“mood"  for  General  Conference,  and  to  a 
large  degree  the  rest  of  the  year. 

It  was  a  “defensive"  mood  set  against 
the  backdrop  of  a  two-year  debate  over 
whether  the  church  should  change  its 
traditional  stance  regarding  homosexual 
behavior.  Should  the  church  continue  to 
state  that  it  “does  not  condone 
homosexuality?"  Or  should  it  welcome 
into  its  membership  and  admit  into  its 
ordained  ministry  “all  persons 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation?” 

Few  issues  have  drawn  more 
widespread  or  emotional  response  from 
church  leaders  and  rank  and  file 
members  than  this  one.  By  the  time 
General  Conference  came  it  was  on 
nearly  everyone’s  mind;  still  it  did  not 
dominate  the  docket  of  the  conference. 
So  long  had  the  issue  been  debated  prior 
to  the  conference  and  so  strong  had  been 
the  opposition  to  condoning  homo¬ 
sexuality,  the  General  Conference’s 
consideration  of  the  matter  had  a 
predictable  outcome:  it  reaffirmed 
the  traditional  stance  of  the  church  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  following  a  very 
limited  debate.  While  homosexuals  need 
the  ministry,  guidance  and  fellowship  of 
the  church,  the  stance  says,  the  practice 
of  homosexuality  is  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching." 

Side-effect  of  issue 

In  what  many  observers  saw  as  a 
“side-effect”  of  the  homosexuality  issue, 
General  Conference  was  likewise  in  “no 
mood"  to  step  out  in  other  risky 
directions.  The  denomination’s  “Social 
Principles"  and  positions  on  social  issues 
for  instance,  usually  sources  of  heated 
controversy  at  past  sessions  of  General 
Conference,  were  approved  with  few 
changes  or  additions  of  note. 

Meanwhile,  ground  work  was  laid  for 
the  three  “missional  priorities”  for  the 
1976-80  quadrennium.  If  the  expectations 
of  these  priorities  can  be  fulfilled,  many 
observers  believe  the  action  taken  this 
year  may  well  be  the  most  significant 
achievement  bv  the  church  in  the  last 


half  of  the  century.  The  priorities  are. 

•  World  hunger:  1976  was  the  year  the 
church  formally  decided  to  launch  an  all- 
out  effort  against  the  problems  of  world 
hunger  Designated  an  “emergency 
priority”  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  a  year 
earlier,  world  hunger  was  listed  by 
General  Conference  as  a  major  priority 
for  the  entire  church. 

Five  million  dollars  was  allocated 
to  lead  the  struggle  at  the  national 
agency  level  over  the  next  four  years. 
The  denomination’s  four  major  program 
boards  immediately  began  dividing 
responsibilities  and  planning  the  attack 
-  which  in  addition  to  relief  measures 
will  concentrate  in  coming  years  on 
"root  causes"  of  world  hunger  — 
political,  social  and  educational. 

Meanwhile,  with  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  General  Conference,  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences 
across  the  nation  increased  and  began 
initiating  programs  designed  to  alleviate 
hunger. 

•  Ethnic  minority  churches:  1976  was 
the  year  that  United  Methodism 
officially  recognized  the  crisis  underway 
in  its  predominantly  black.  Native 
American,  Asian-American  and 
Hispanic  local  churches  and  began  a 
process  of  dealing  with  the  problem. 

Like  the  hunger  crisis,  this  priority 
was  set  earlier  by  the  GCOM,  then 
affirmed  and  funded  by  General 
Conference.  Funding  was  set  at  $5.5 
million  and  is  to  come  from  an 
“apportioned  benevolence"  asking  from 
each  local  church. 

As  money  becomes  available  efforts 
will  be  made  to  strengthen  and  train 
leaders  in  ethnic  minority  local 
churches. 

•  Evangelism:  1976  was  the  year  that 
United  Methodism  took  its  most 
sweeping  action  to  date  to  begin 
reversing  a  ten-year  decline  in 
membership.  General  Conference 
approved  a  $125,000  allocation  to  fund  a 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  plan  to 
bolster  outreach  evangelism  and 
strengthen  U.M.  church  school 
programs. 


TM/UMR  readers  speak  up 

6M§.’  upstages  General  Conference 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

General  Conference  may  have  been 
front  and  center  on  the  stage  of  United 
Methodism  in  1976,  but  it  failed  to  take 
top  billing  in  TM/UMR  reader  interest,  if 
letters  to  the  editor  tell  the  tale. 

That  role  went  to  a  number  of  current 
social  issues:  gun-control,  capital 
punishment,  abortion  and  even  the  use  of 
the  title  “Ms.” 

True,  a  continuing  flow  of  gun  control 
letters  were  partially  the  result  of 
General  Conference  action.  But  over  all 
response  to  the  Conference  simply  didn’t 
come  —  until  the  editor  issued  an  appeal 
to  readers  to  “help  us  interpret  your 
silence.” 

And  when  the  response  came,  it  was 
somewhat  apathetic. 

“Blame  the  trivia  with  which  General 
Conference  chose  to  be  concerned,”  said 
a  reader  from  Tennessee.  “I  began  to 
wonder  if  this  is  what  Christianity  is  all 
about,”  complained  a  Westmoreland, 
Kans.,  laywoman. 

“First,  you  did  a  good  reporting  job,” 
said  a  reader  from  Garland.  Tex. 
“Second,  very  few  people  really  cared.” 

Some  readers  were  a  bit  more 
enthused.  “I  most  certainly  enjoyed  your 
coverage  of  this  important  event,"  wrote 
a  Palm  Harbor,  Fla.,  reader.  “I  clipped 
whole  pages  to  use  for  teaching.” 

But  even  the  more  optimistic  ones 
showed  reservations.  Wrote  a  Hume, 
Mo.,  reader:  “The  meeting  seemed  to 
have  started  and  also  closed  on  the 
matter  of  finances.  I  believe  this  will  be 
very  well  taken  care  of  when  people  are 
thoroughly  reborn  of  the  Spirit.” 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  nothing 
apathetic  about  the  flood  of  letters  on  the 
use  of  “Ms."  in  TM/UMR  as  a  title  for 
women.  “No!"  said  a  number  of 
respondents  vehemently  —  calling  the 
term  everything  from  “offensive"  to 
“slovenly”  to  “cold,  hard  to  pronounce 
and  not  too  meaningful.”  Some  reasoned 
that  individual  preference  should  be 
honored.  Others  called  it  “fair”  and  an 
attempt  to  “give  women  a  measure  of 
dignity  so  long  denied  them."  But  speak 
out  they  did  —  at  a  time  when  letters 
about  General  Conference  actions,  not 
feminine  designation,  had  been  expected 
to  fill  up  the  editor’s  mailbox. 

Throughout  the  year,  readers  also 
spoke  out  on  U.M.  support  for  gun  control 
—  most  of  them  against  it.  Writing 
steadily  about  the  church’s  participation 
in  a  Coalition  to  Ban  Handguns,  they 
picked  up  the  pace  after  General 
Conference  called  for  the  licensing  of  all 
gun  owners  and  the  registration  of  all 
firearms.  “Don’t  infringe  on  my 
freedom.”  many  begged  in  effect. 

And  many  others  got  excited  about 
abortion  —  not  only  in  letters  to  the 
editor,  but  also  in  response  to  a  TM/UMR 
“Question  Box  "  In  their  letters,  readers 
overwhelmingly  opposed  legalizing 
abortion.  Yet,  the  “Question  Box" 
survey  showed  1,500  readers  almost 
evenly  divided  on  opinions  for  and 
against  a  liberalized  Supreme  Court 
decision  of  1973.  And  a  hefty  68  percent 
backed  a  U.M.  Social  Principles 
statement  which  approves  abortion  in 
some  circumstances. 

“Keep  the  death  penalty"  was  a 
recurring  theme  in  letters  about  that  hot 
issue.  Most  readers  did  not  agree  with  a 
Council  of  Bishops'  statement  and  a 


TM/UMR  editorial  deploring  capital 
punishment. 

Nor  did  most  readers  agree  with 
President-elect  Jimmy  Carter’s  plan  to 
give  amnesty  to  draft  evaders  —  a  plan 
which  TM/UMR  also  endorsed 
editorially. 

On  the  other  hand,  .many  readers  stood 
solidly  behind  “faith  issues”  on  which 
TM/UMR  editorialized,  applauding 
statements  urging  them  to  rediscover  the 


basic  tenets  of  their  faith  and  to  regain  a 
sense  of  urgency  about  calling  people  to 
decisions  about  Jesus  Christ. 

Meanwhile,  perhaps  significantly, 
what  had  been  hot  issues  in  1975  in  letters 
to  the  editor,  did  not  resurface  in  1976: 
concerns  about  homosexuality,  for 
example,  were  apparently  laid  to  rest,  at 
least  temporarily,  by  General 
Conference’s  decision  to  “hold  the  line” 
on  that  volatile  issue. 


Human  rights  violations  hit 
by  religious  groups  in  1976 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

Human  rights  violations  in  speech, 
dissent,  torture  or  denial  of  religious 
liberty  were  closely  watched  in  1976  as 
United  Methodists  along  with  other 
Christians  looked  for  appropriate  ways 
to  work  for  basic  human  rights 
standards. 

The  year’s  developments  illustrate  the 
tensions: 

•  Arrests  of  18  Christian  dissidents  in 
South  Korea  —  calling  for  restoration  of 
democracy  in  the  country  —  by  the  Park 
Chung  Hee  regime  led  to  criticism  of  U.S. 
military  and  economic  aid  to  that  nation 
by  religious  groups,  including  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

•  Religious  groups  around  the  world 
protested  continuing  violations  of 
religious  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
national  minorities  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
focusing  particularly  on  that  nation’s 
failure  to  honor  the  Helsinki  Accord, 
which  it  signed  in  August  1975,  along  with 
34  other  nations  of  Europe,  the  U.S.  and 
Canada 

•  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa,  a  staunch  believer  in  non¬ 
violent  resistance,  said  early  in  the  year 
that  the  continuing  atrocities  committed 
against  black  Rhodesians  had  forced  him 
“out  of  Christian  conviction”  to  condone 


armed  struggle  "for  an  interim  period' 
until  majority  rule  could  be  won. 

The  bishop,  head  of  the  black  nation¬ 
alist  African  National  Council  is 
taking  part  in  the  now  deadlocked 
negotiations  in  Geneva  aimed  at  a 
gradual  transition  of  power  to  the  black 
majority. 

•  In  August  a  report  from  World 
Council  of  Churches'  General  Secretary. 
Dr.  Philip  Potter,  summarizing  his 
consultations  with  144  churches,  led  the 
WCC  Central  Committee  to  develop  an 
Advisory  Group  to  investigate  and 
respond  to  violations  of  human  rights  and 
religious  liberty  on  a  global  basis. 

•  At  the  latest  count,  Some  60  countries 
are  estimated  to  be  using  torture 
systematically  as  a  matter  of  public 
policy  while  113  countries  are  less  than 
perfect  in  their  observance  of  basic 
human  rights  standards,  according  to 
Amnesty  International,  a  respected 
authority  in  this  field. 

But  they  also  report  that  a  network 
of  groups  around  the  world,  increasing  in 
the  last  year  from  73  to  1,665  in  30 
countries,  is  actively  working  in  various 
ways  to  secure  the  release  of  prisoners  of 
conscience,  aiding  the  families  of 
prisoners  and  campaigning  against 
torture 


The  Hiccntenniul  year  (Iratrs  to  a  Jilting  close 

America’s  Bicentennial  was  celebrated  in  diverse  ways  by  United  Methodist 
churches  during  1976  —  from  prayer  meetings  to  historical  reenactments  to  special 
worship  services  and  inter-faith  gatherings.  In  the  above  photo  members  of  Christ 
UMC  of  Locke  and  Moravia.  N.Y..  bring  their  Bicentennial  project  to  a  climax  by 
placing  a  time  capsule  in  the  ground.  To  be  opened  Dec.  3.  2000.  the  sealed  box 
contains  more  than  100  items  ranging  from  30  church  slides  to  a  children's  sermon  — 
and  even  a  Ward’s  catalogue.  cKvnt  \i  nkw  yokk  co\k  piioto 


'Mr.  (  hnir person.  I  lift  re  n  motion! 

Adding  her  voice  as  well  as  holding  high  the  fluorescent  orange  card.  Ms.  Teressa 
Hoover,  a  delegate  from  the  New  York  Conference,  tries  to  get  the  attention  of  the 
presiding  chairperson  at  General  Conference.  Nearly  1,000  United  Methodist  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  spent  two  weeks  in  Portland,  Ore.,  Apr.  27-May  8  in  this  once- 
every-four-years  assembly,  the  top  legislative  body  of  the  church.  It  was  a  pivotal 
point  in  1976.  Much  U.M.  news  prior  to  the  conference  focused  on  what  might  happen 
there  and  news  the  last  half  of  the  year  centered  on  programs,  emphases  and 
directives  set  by  General  Conference  for  the  next  four  years. 
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1976  church  briefs 


Wesley’s  ‘descendents’  gather 
at  World  Methodist  Conference 

DUBLIN  —  The  spiritual  descendants 
of  John  Wesley  assembled  for  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  here  in  late  August 
of  1976.  More  than  2500  participants 
represented  the  61  autonomous  Meth¬ 
odist  or  Methodist-related  denomina¬ 
tions  in  90  nations  around  the  globe. 

While  the  primary  purpose  of  the 
meeting  was  for  fellowship  and  sharing, 
the  fifth  assembly  approved  a,  5-year 
program  of  global  evangelism  “to  reach- 
as  many  as  possible  of  the  2.7  billion 
people  who  have  not  received  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ”  between  1977  and 
1981, 

’Good  News’  movement  claims 
it  came  of  age  this  year 

Pollster  George  Gallup  said  1976  was 
“the  year  of  the  evangelical."  In  United 
Methodism,  some  evangelicals  of  the 
church  known  as  the  “Good  News 
movement,”  claimed  they  had  come  of 
age. 

Present  in  force  at  General 
Conference,  their  leaders  claim  some 
credit  for  turning  back  a  drive  for 
changes  in  the  “Social  Principles”  which 
could  have  opened  the  doors  to 
homosexual  ordination,  and  for  the 
conference's  turn  down  of  a  church-wide 
study  on  sexuality. 

Evangelical  Missions  Council,  a 
branch  of  “Good  News.”  hired  a  full-time 
executive  to  act  as  a  broker  for 
evangelical  missionaries  and  projects. 
The  EMC  has  “battled"  the 
denominations'  chief  mission  agency  for 
more  than  two  years  over  what  the  EMC 
claims  is  “imbalance"  in  mission 
outreach. 

The  evangelical  group  produced  its 
own  set  of  confirmation  resources  for  the 
church  in  April  and  sought  official 
approval  from  the  church’s  curriculum 
committee  Their  application  was 
unanimously  rejected  in  June 
Seven  new  bishops  elected 
via  new  voting  procedures 
Seven  new  United  Methodist  bishops 
were  elected  to  replace  retiring 
episcopal  leaders  at  three  of  the  five 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  held  during 
July.  The  election  process  which 
included  block  voting  and  bartering 
votes  between  delegations  aroused 
considerable  outcry,  especially  from 
persons  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
They  charged  that  the  process  was 
“cheapening,"  “a  change  in  the 
historical  method  of  electing  bishops” 
and  “distasteful." 

The  majority  of  persons  across  the 
church  contacts!  by  TM/UMR.  however, 
affirmed  the  process.  They  called  it 
“positive.”  “healthy”  and  “more  open 
and  above  board”  than  previous 
elections. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
meeting  in  Lincoln,  Neb  .  elected  Dr  J 
Kenneth  Shamblin.  pastor  of  St.  Lukes 
UMC,  Houston,  and  assigned  him  to  the 
Louisiana  Area;  Dr.  Monk  Bryan,  pastor 
of  Missouri  UMC.  Columbia,  Mo.,  and 
sent  him  to  the  Nebraska  Area.  Dr 
Kenneth  W  Hicks,  pastor  of  Trinity 
UMC.  Grand  Island.  Neb  .  to  lead  the 
Arkansas  Area ;  and  Dr.  J  Chess  Lovern. 
pastor  of  Boston  Ave.  UMC.  Tulsa.  Okla.. 
to  preside  over  the  San  Antonio  Area 
Meeting  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  elected  Dr  Leroy  C 
Hodapp.  conference  council  director. 
Bloomington.  Ind..  and  assigned  him  to 
the  Illinois  Area;  and  Dr.  Edsel  A 
Ammons,  professor  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  School. 
Evanston.  Ill.,  to  the  Michigan  Area 
Dr  C.  Dale  White,  superintendent  of 
the  Rhode  I  si  and -Southeastern 
Massachusetts  district  of  the  Southern 
New  England  Conference  was  elected  by 


the  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  He 
was  assigned  to  the  New  Jersey  Area. 

The  Western  Jurisdiction  meeting  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  Utah  had  no  bishops 
retiring  so  they  did  not  elect  any.  And  for 
the  first  time  in  36  years,  neither  did  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  have  any 
vacancies  in  the  episcopal  office  It  met 
in  I,ake  Junaluska.  N.C. 

Following  the  recommendations  of  a 
four-year  study  commission.  General 
Conference  retained  life  tenure  for 
bishops,  lowered  the  retirement  age  and 
reduced  the  number  of  years  a  bishop 
can  stay  in  one  area  from  12  to  eight. 
United  Methodist  giving  in  1976 
expected  to  break  records 
CHICAGO  —  1976  giving  by  United 
Methodists  was  expected  to  break  all 
previous  records.  Receipts  topping  the 
$60  million  mark  were  anticipated  by 
year-end. 

The  last  record  was  set  in  1975  when 
total  receipts  were  just  over  $58  million. 

The  World  Service  Fund  —  the 
church’s  basic  program  and  benevolence 
budget  —  was  projected  to  reach  94 
percent  of  its  $23.5  million  goal,  a  record 
high  percentage  for  the  past  four  years 
The  projected  figures  were  reported 
here  this  month  to  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  by  General 
Treasurer  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  who  noted, 
however,  that  even  with  the  increases, 
“we  are  barely  keeping  pace  with 
inflation.” 

Church  deals  with  divorce 
through  workshops,  rituals 

Those  who  think  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  face  up  to  divorce  — 
among  clergy  as  well  as  laypersons 
—and  learn  to  deal  with  it  may  have 
made  inroads  in  1976. 

Emerging  this  year  to  confront  a 
growing  problem  head-on  were:  a  survey 
of  attitudes  toward  clergy  divorce,  a 
“hot-line"  for  troubled  clergy  marriages, 
pilot  programs  for  strengthening  clergy 
marriages,  and  an  alternate  ritual  for 
divorce  to  be  used  in  worship  services. 

Statistically  still  in  the  dark  but 
agreeing  that  clergy  divorce  is  on  the 
increase,  the  denomination’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  laid  the  groundwork 
for  a  “viable  marriage"  project  it  hopes 
will  shore  up  parsonage  marriages  in 
districts  and  annual  conferences.  Six  or 
eight  “test-stage”  programs  will  begin  in 
January  to  build  support  systems  for 
clergy  and  their  spouses. 

Meanwhile  in  October,  the  first  divorce 
ritual  available  through  official  channels 
in  any  Christian  church  was  produced  by 
the  UMC. 

Included  in  a  Board  of  Discipleship 
release  entitled  “Ritual  in  a  New  Day: 
An  Invitation."  w-ere  optional  or  trial 
rituals  for  divorcing  persons  in  the  local 
church. 

The  new  resource  suggests  ways  in 
which  the  church  can  help  both  the 
divorcing  couple  and  the  congregation 
deal  with  divorce  during  an  actual 
worship  service  —  an  effort  not  to  affirm 
divorce,  the  book  stresses,  but  to  affirm 
divorcing  persons  in  their  trouble., 
TM/UMR  growth  spurt  boosts 
circulation  figures  to  375,000 
DALI^AS  -  The  Texas  Methodist/ 
United  Methodist  Reporter  i TM/UMR) 
increased  its  circulation  by  53,000  in  1976 
for  a  total  circulation  of  375,000. 

The  weekly  newspaper  —  w-hich  prints 
33  annual  conference  editions.  220  local 
church  and  district  editions  and  one 
national  edition  —  has  set  a  record 
budget  of  nearly  $1.9  million  for  1977 
Circulation  figures  are  expected  to  top 
400.000  next  year,  according  to  editor- 
general  manager  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III 
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One  of  three  church  priorities 


Assaults  on  hunger  launched 


It  holds  annual  legislative  briefings  for 
representatives  of  the  18  Protestant. 
Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  bodies  or 
agencies  which  sponsor  National  Impact, 
among  them  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  briefings  bring  together 
“one  of  the  most  significant  bodies  of 
socially  concerned  people  who  meet  in 
Washington  over  legislative  issues.”  he 
said.  (The  next  briefing  will  be  held 
March  6-9  in  the  House  Caucus  Room  on 
Capitol  Hill.) 

Organized  about  three  years  ago.  the 
interreligious  coalition  is  a  “grassroots 
network  of  committed  persons  across  the 
country  who  on  the  basis  of  religious  and 
moral  conviction  seek  to  influence  public 
policy.”  a  brochure  states. 

Participants  (membership  is  $5  a 
year)  agree  to  communicate  with  their 
members  of  Congress  at  least  three 
times  a  year  on  any  one  or  more  of  six 
“basic  policy  issues"  around  which  the 
organization  has  formed  task  forces  to 
keep  current  with  legislative 
developments  —  US  food  policy, 
foreign  policy  and  military  spending, 
health  care:  human  services, 
employment  and  economic  policy, 
criminal  justice,  and  civil  rights  and 
liberties. 

National  Impact's  office  here  sends  out 
up  to  20  mailings  a  year  to  participants, 
providing  background  information, 
policy  and  strategy  recommendations 
and  reports  on  key  developments  in 
Congress . 

Included  are  periodic  issues  of  a 
background  paper  on  critical  issues  in 
U  S.  food  policy  entitled  “Hunger  :"  one 
or  two  issues  of  “Prepare."  a 
background  and  study  paper  on  some 
other  major  policy  issues  about  which 
there  is  widespread  concern  in  the 
religious  community .  eight  to  12  issues  of 
"Action",  a  concise  two-page  bulletin 
providing  timely  information  and 
recommendations  for  grassroots  action 
when  priority  bills  are  at  critical  stages 
in  Congress:  and  four  issues  annually  of 
“Update",  which  features  brief  reports 
on  a  wide  range  of  bills 

These  publications  and  materials 
prepared  by  interreligious  staff  task 
forces  appointed  by  the  Washington 
Interreligious  Staff  Council,  an 
association  of  professional  staff 
members  of  more  than  25  national 


Phone  wires 

at  ‘Infoserv’ 
hum  in  ’76 

NASHVILLE— "INFOSERV.”  United 
Methodism’s  toll-free  telephone  informa¬ 
tion  service,  was  used  twice  as  much  in 
1976  as  it  was  in  1975,  according  to 
statistics  compiled  here  recently. 

United  Methodist  Communications, 
which  operates  the  service  under  which 
ministers  and  churchmembers 
anywhere  in  the  country  can  call  for 
answers  to  church-related  questions, 
reports  that  32,522  inquiries  were  made 
to  INFOSERV  in  1976  compared  to  15.648 
in  1975.  The  figures  also  show  that  8. 118  of 
the  inquiries  were  made  during  the 
session  of  General  Conference,  highest 
legislative  body  of  the  denomination, 
which  met  in  late  April  and  early  May 

Sam  Barefield.  INFOSERV  director, 
said  the  program  has  become  a  model  for 
other  Christian  denominations  hoping  to 
offer  similar  services.  He  pointed  out 
that  an  important  part  of  the  success  of 
the  service  comes  from  the  need  of  local 
church  persons  to  be  able  to  talk  to  "a 
real  person"  about  their  questions. 

INFOSERV  is  available  bv  dialing 
800/251-8140  (Tennesseans  may  call 
615/327-1951  collect)  from  8a  m  to 4  p  m. 
(Central  Time). 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

Some  battle  lines  were  already  drawn 
during  the  year  1976  as  United 
Methodists  took  on  a  four-year  fight  to 
alleviate  world  hunger. 

The  General  Conference  in  April 
pegged  the  hunger  crisis  as  one  of  three 
top  priorities  for  the  church  and  tagged  it 
with  a  $5  million  price. 

Church  leaders  were  expressing  both 
optimism  and  a  note  of  caution  about  the 
long-range  pulling  capability  of  the 
church  to  help  alleviate  hunger. 

But  as  more  than  50  annual 
conferences  named  task  forces  to  plan 
their  hunger  response,  at  least  three  of 
them  were  already  deeply  involved  in 
programs: 

Churches  in  Kansas  West  Conference 
had  raised  more  than  $170,000  by  Thanks¬ 
giving  —  the  largest  special  offering  ever 
taken  there  —  for  a  food  development 
program  in  the  African  country  of  Niger 
called  the  “Tara  Project.”  The  offering 
was  the  first  step  toward  underwriting 
$300,000  for  the  project,  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR.) 


For  the  third  straight  year  Missouri 
Area  United  Methodists  contributed  gifts 
and  cash  —  totalling  nearly  $300,000  this 
year  and  last  —  to  the  Bishops' 
Convocation/Celebration  in  Response  to 
Human  Need.  Additional  money  for 
livestock  and  animals  already  shipped 
abroad  exceeded  previous  amounts. 


An  animal  round-up  in  Califomia- 
Nevada  Conference  in  October  netted 
more  than  $186,000  for  the  conference’s 


!Sot  so  jolly 


CHARLESTON, 
W.  Va. — Policemen 
frisk  one  of  three 


Commission  on  World  Hunger.  “’76 
Round-Up"  was  part  ^f  a  20-vear 
conference  commitment  to  fight  hunger. 

And  on  the  general  church  level,  two 
‘“firsts"  occurred  this  year.  Earlier  this 
month  a  Consultation  of  Christians  on  the 
Grainbelt  brought  together  300  U.M 
farmers,  agronomists,  county  extension 
agents,  pastors  and  bishops  to  help  move 
toward  a  well-informed  U.S.  food  policy 
statement  for  the  church  by  1980 

And  U.M.  farm  women  from  26  annual 


conferences  were  called  together  in  the 
fall  by  the  women's  division,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  to  share  their 
concerns,  set  strategy  to  preserve  the 
family  farm  and  key  in  to  the  hunger 
crisis 

Still  to  be  launched  at  year-end  were 
multi-level  programs  for  two  other 
General  Conference-mandated 
priorities:  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church,  and  evangelism/church  school 
development 


6 Christmas  present 9 
shipped  to  Vietnam 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)-A  shipment  of 
1,300  tons  of  rice  valued  at  $349,000  has 
been  sent  to  Vietnam  as  a  “Christmas 
present"  by  four  religious  and  welfare 
aid  organizations 

“We  are  happy  to  share  with  those  who 
are  building  their  nation  out  of  the  rubble 
of  war  Sending  rice  at  this  holiday 
season  makes  our  celebration  of 
Christmas  more  meaningful."  said 
Bernard  Confer,  executive  director  of 
Lutheran  World  Relief. 

Agencies  cooperating  in  the  rice 
shipment  are  Church  World  Service  (the 
National  Council  of  Church’s  relief 
agency  with  which  the  United  Methodist 
Church  cooperates).  Lutheran  World 
Relief.  Lutheran  World  Federation  and 
Friendshipment,  a  Vietnam  aid  organi¬ 
zation. 


The  rice  was  shipped  from  Bangkok 
Dec  20  and  is  scheduled  to  arrive  in 
Haiphong  on  Jan.  10.  in  time  for  TET.  the 
Vietnamese  New  Year  which  begins  in 
mid-January 

“It  has  been  four  years  since  the 
Christmas  bombing  of  Hanoi."  said  Paul 
F.  McCleary.  U.M.  minister  who  is 
executive  director  of  Church  World 
Service.  “This  Christmas  Americans  are 
sending  food,  recognizing  that  the  war  is 
over  and  the  time  for  reconciliation  is 
here.” 

The  shipment  of  rice  was  planned  in 
response  to  a  United  Nations  report 
which  investigated  war  damage  in 
Vietnam. 

The  report  stated  that  there  would  be  a 
shortage  of  one  million  tons  of  rice  this 
year  due  to  destruction  caused  by  mines, 
defoliation,  abandoned  land  and  unusual 
flooding  following  by  drought.  The  food 
shortage  is  said  to  be  temporary  and 
limited  to  a  belt  of  central  Vietnam. 


members  of  the 
Hare  Krishna  sect 
who  were  arrested 
here  while  solicit¬ 
ing  funds  in  Santa 
Claus  suits.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  sect  ap¬ 
peared  in  Santa 
suits  in  other  cities, 
especially  New 
York,  soliciting  do¬ 
nations  for  their 
publications.  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  and 
Volunteers  of 
America  represen¬ 
tatives  traditionally 
have  had  the  mo¬ 
nopoly  on  the 
Christmas  season 
occupation,  and 
they  don't  like  the 
competition. 
religious  NEWS 
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Ecumenical  group  sets 


briefings  on 

WASHINGTON.  D  C.  (RNS)  —  Among 
people  and  organizations  "gearing  up" 
for  the  opening  of  the  first  session  of  the 
95th  Congress  is  a  not  too  generally 
known  interreligious  group  called 
National  Impact. 

Robert  Odean.  National  Impact 
director,  described  the  organization  as 
the  religious  community’s  “Common 
Cause”  during  an  interview  with 
Religious  News  Service. 


Congress 

Protestant.  Roman  Catholic.  Jewish  and 
ecumenical  offices  located  in 
Washington. 

National  Impact  is  not  a  lobbying 
organization.  Mr  Odean  emphasized. 
“Technically,  we  are  an  information 
service  to  the  religious  community.” 


'Horn  again'  (hristian  goes  tip  4  Itite  House 

PLAINS,  Ga.  —  A  candidate's  personal  religion  played  a  significant  role  in  (his 
year's  presidential  campaign  as  President-elect  Jimmy  Carter  declared  “the  most 
important  thing  in  my  life  is  Jesus  Christ."  Greeting  Sunday  school  children  after 
attending  services  at  his  home  church  here.  Mr.  Carter  is  the  third  Baptist  to  he 
elected  President.  Harry  Truman  was  a  Southern  Baptist,  as  is  Mr.  Carter,  and 
Warren  G.  Harding  was  a  Northern  Baptist.  The  Plains  Baptist  Church  was 
embroiled  in  a  controversy  when  a  black  minister  was  denied  admittance  and 
membership,  but  the  congregation  later  voted  to  open  its  membership  to  persons  of 
all  races.  nut  ns  tors  new  ser\  ice 


News  makers  of  1976 


Holly  W  illiants 


Maireatl  Corrigan 

Mairead  Corrigan,  a  co-founder  of  the 
women's  peace  movement  in  Northern 
Ireland,  was  one  recipient  recently  of  a 
$325,000  gift  from  the  people  of  Norway. 
The  gift  came  after  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  committee  said  it  was  unable  to 
accept  a  late  nomination  of  the  peace 
women.  Ms.  Corrigan  is  the  aunt  of  three 
children  killed  by  a  terrorist  car  during  a 
fight  with  British  troops. _ 


Abel  muzorewa 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa.  head  of  the  African  National 
Congress,  is  one  of  two  Protestant 
clergymen  heading  black  delegations  at 
negotiations  on  Rhodesia  now  going  on  in 
Geneva.  Bishop  Muzorewa  has  been  at 
the  forefront  of  efforts  to  bring  black 
majority  rule  to  Rhodesia,  long 
controlled  by  the  government  of  Prime 
Minister  Ian  D.  Smith. 


Threats  by  terrorists  in  Northern 
Ireland  have  not  daunted  the  efforts  of; 
Betty  Williams,  32-year-old  mother  of, 
two.  to  bring  peace  to  that  nation.  Mrs.; 
Williams,  who  joined  with  others  to  form; 
the  Northern  Ireland  women’s  peace: 
movement,  has  led  countless  rallies  for; 
peace  —  most  recently  one  in  Drogheda  | 
—  which  drew  12,000  marchers. 
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Jeannette  Piccard 

X  Eighty-one-year-old  Dr.  Jeannette 
>;  Piccard  said  her  church’s  General 
X  Convention  had  “written  my  rebirth"  in 
y  September  when  it  voted  to  ordain 
•:  women  to  the  priesthood  and  episcopate. 
:•  Dr.  Piccard  was  one  of  11  Episcopal 
•;  women  who  were  irregularly  ordained  to 
:•  the  priesthood  in  1974,  creating  an  issue 
•!  of  continuing  dissension  in  the  Episcopal 
:•  Church. 


Mother  Teresa 

Famed  Mother  Teresa  of  the  Calcutta 
slums  journeyed  to  North  America  last 
summer  to  tell  a  world  audience  at 
Habitat  Forum,  a  citizen’s  conference  on 
human  settlements,  that  “You  and  I  will 
be  judged  by  what  we  have  been  to  the 
poor."  Mother  Teresa  has  been  honored 
throughout  the  world  for  the  work  of  her 
Sisters  of  Charity  with  the  poor, 
homeless  and  dying  in  India. 


Cordon  Costetou- 

Actor  Gordon  Gostelow  portrayed  :•! 
Methodism's  founder.  John  Wesley,  in  a  ;!• 
new  musical.  “Ride!  Ride!”  which  •! 
played  to  good  reviews  on  the  London  !• 
stage  this  year.  Based  on  an  incident  in  £ 
Wesley’s  life  in  which  he  rescued  a  young  !• 
British  girl  from  Bedlam,  a  notorious  •! 
asylum,  the  play  received  much!* 
favorable  comment  from  churchpersons  •! 
in  England.  !• 


‘Quite  a  responsibility’ 

Pastor’s  wife  to  teach  Amy  Carter 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.  (RNS)-When 


Amy  Carter,  nine-year-old  daughter  of 
President-elect  Jimmy  and  Rosalynn 
Carter,  transfers  to  a  public  school  here 
in  January,  her  teacher  will  be  Mrs. 
Verona  Meeder,  wife  of  a  United 
Methodist  pastor. 

Amy.  who  will  be  the  first  child  of  a 
President  to  attend  public  school  here 
since  Theodore  Roosevelt’s  son  Quentin, 
will  join  Mrs.  Meeder’s  fourth  grade 
class  at  Thaddeus  Stevens  Elementary 
School,  five  blocks  from  the  White  House 
after  her  father’s  inauguration. 

The  Carter  family  announced  at  the 
end  of  November  their  decision  to  enroll 
their  daughter  at  the  108-year-old  school, 
which  was  originally  built  for  black 
children  and  segregated  during  its  first 
86  years. 

Mrs.  Meeder.  whose  husband  Andrew 
is  pastor  of  Lanham  UMC  in  the 
Maryland  suburbs,  teaches  a  class  of  20 
girls  and  10  boys  at  Stevens,  the  oldest 
public  school  in  the  District  of  Columbia . 

The  three-storv  school  has  215  pupils 
from  pre-kindergarten  through  sixth 

Media  warned  of 
public  outcry 
over  violence 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  noted 
religious  editor  and  media  critic  has 
warned  that  the  showing  of  excessively 
violent  material  on  television  “could 
finally  provoke  a  public  reaction  that 
could  seriously  erode  the  right  of 
networks  and  stations  to  control 
programming.” 

The  Rev  James  M.  Wall,  the  United 
Methodist  minister  who  is  editor  of  "The 
Christian  Century.’’  makes  this 
prediction  in  a  front-page  article  in  the 
January  issue  of  Film  Information, 
issued  by  the  Cojnmunications 
Commission  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC). 

He  notes  that  although  the  NCC 
Communications  Commission  sent 
protest  messages  to  CBS  affiliates  in 
advance  of  the  televised  showing  of  the 
film.  "Death  Wish."  not  a  single  station 
cancelled  the  film  because  of  the  NCC 
request. 

Mr  Wall  comments  that  "long  a 
supporter  of  freedom  of  expression,  the 
NCC  did  not  call  for  censorship  by  the 
government  when  it  urged  stations  to 
voluntarily  consider  replacing  “Death 
Wish'  with  a  less  violent  film.  Rather,  the 
church  body  was  suggesting  that  some 
criteria  in  addition  to  ratings  and  profits 
should  be  considered  when  a  station 
enters  the  homes  of  American  families." 

However,  the  writer  points  out.  "this 
appeal  to  a  sense  of  public  responsibility 
was  ignored  so  totally  that  few  stations 
even  bothered  to  acknowledge  having 
received  the  communique." 

Mr  Wall  cautions  that  “television 
stations  that  air  films  like  “Death  Wish.' 
and  the  motion  picture  companies  that 
produce  them  are  setting  themselves  up 
for  repression  from  an  outraged  public  if 
they  do  not  themselves  choose  to 
exercise  voluntary  discretion  in  the 
content  and  availability  of  their 
material  " 


grade,  about  60  perecent  of  whom  are 
black  American,  10  percent  white 
American,  and  the  remaining  30  percent 
foreign-born  from  some  two  dozen 
countries,  most  of  them  from  the 
diplomatic  community.  Mrs.  Meeder  has 
taught  there  for  the  past  10  years. 

What  were  her  thoughts  as  she 
anticipated  having  the  daughter  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  her 
class? 

"I  consider  it  quite  a  responsibility,” 
she  told  Religious  News  Service  in  an 
interview  here.  “I  feel  a  sense  of  mission 
to  be  given  the  challenge  to  teach  her. 


and  I’m  very  serious  about  how  to  deal 
with  it.” 

"We  have  a  lot  in  common,  being  from 
the  South  and,  most  important  of  ail, 
Christian."  said  Mrs.  Meeder,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  concerning  the  Carter’s 
youngest  child. 

Amy’s  future  classmates  at  Stevens 
seemed  more  excited  about  Secret 
Service  "guards  and  stuff”  than  about 
having  the  President’s  daughter  in  their 
school.  But  as  they  anticipated  her 
joining  them,  they  also  wondered 
whether  they  might  be  able  to  visit  her  at 
the  White  House  some  time. 


Classified 

RATE;  40c  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

*$10  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 

VENTRILOQUISTS  HERE’S  HOW!  Instruction 
book.  $2  75  postpaid  "You  Shall  Not  Want." 
devotional  poetry  $3.50  postpaid.  Pauline  Stacy. 
Programs,  Puppets.  Poetry,  Box  435.  Fowler.  Kans 
67844 

WHEN  PRESIDENTS  PRAY  What  do  Ihev 

pray  for"  Whal  does  il  mean  lo  America"  Read  Iheir 
prayers,  their  Inaugural  Invocations  Gel  the 
exciting  new  publication  ’  When  Presidents  Pray 
Send  SI  (Ml  lo  WHEN  PRESIDENTS  PRAY  Rox  274. 
Gallipolis.  Ohio  45631 

COORDINATOR  OF  HISPANIC  MINISTRIES' 

California  Nevada  Conference  seeks  bilingual 
person  w  ith  working  knowledge  of  local  church  and 

1  MC  connect innnl  structure  to  coordinate  ministries 
with  Hispanic  congregations  and  communities  Full 
lime  beginning  spring.  1977  Write  Rev  George  P 
Carter.  Director.  Council  on  Ministries.  P  O  Rox  467 

San  Francisco.  Calif  (Mini  Apply  by  Jan  15.1977 

Ft' 1.1  .-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education. 
Music  and  Youth  needed  in  find-member  church 
Degree  in  Christian  Education  and  a  Methodist 
background  Salary  commensurate  with  talents  and 
training  Send  resume,  references,  credentials  and 
picture  to  the  First  United  Methodist  Church.  1  Hi  SW 
:lrd.  Dimmill  Tex  7!M>27 

CHURCH  FULL  OF  OAK  PEWS  for  sale  Sizes  44 
pews.  24  ft  18  12  ft  15  an-fl .  2  15-ft  :  29-fl  ;  6  6'-.-ft 

A  bargain  at  $6  imi  per  fool  Call  or  write  Texas  Girls 
Choir  Inc  .  4449  Camp  Bowie.  Ft  Worth.  Tex  76107  or 
•■all  'HI7i7, 32-8161 

ACCREDITED  DIRECTOR  Christian  Education 
(Misition  open  Seminole  United  Methodist.  5400 
Seminole  Rlvd.  Seminole.  Fla  3:1542 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education  or  Director  of  Youth  Work  wants  full-time 
position  Available  immediately  Contact  Ms.  Irma 

G  Dietert.  301  Oak  Avenue.  Easton.  Md  21601  or  call 
(301)822-0190 

MARCH  3  11-DAY  Cairo.  Jordan.  Petra,  Holy  land 
April  3  or  July  3  16  Day  Journey  of  Paul  with  4-Day 
cruise  Crete.  Rhodes.  Ephesus  May  24  or  July  12  15- 
Day  Orient  Japan,  Taipei.  Hong  Kong  June  13  or 
October  3 11-Day  4-lsland  Hawaii  Write  Worldwide 
Christian  Tours.  P  O  Rox  .506.  Elizabethtown.  Ky 
'  42701 

ISRAEL  SLIDES  Free  catalog  listing  color  slides  of 
the  Holy  Land  Available  with  written  and  taped 
commentary  B  L  Slides.  P  O  Box  434-G.  Stayton. 
Ore  97383. 

HUSBAND  WIFE  DIACONAL  TEAM  Husband 
Church  Business  Administrator-Director  of 
Evangelism.  Wife  Director  of  Christian  Education 
Both  dedicated,  excellent  references.  MA  Degrees. 
Available  January  Reply  TM/UMR.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  TX  75221 

PREGNANT"  UNMARRIED"  Give  vour  babv  a 
home  and  a  chance  at  life'  The  Methodist  Mission 
Home  in  San  Antonio  offers  a  complete  confidential 
service  on  vour  problems  Good  living  situation 
warm  acceptance  host  medical  care  expert 
counseling  and  continuing  high  school  education 
Call  or  write  Rev  Harold  Rurkhardt  64H7  Whitby 
Rd  San  Antonio.  Texas 78240  Phone  '5l2i  696-241(1 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOKBINDING  Restoring  and 
rebinding  all  size  Bibles  and  books  for  30  years 
Write  for  samples  and  price  list:  412  A  S.  St  Paul. 
Dallas.  Texas  75201  <  214 » 747-4540 

EUROPE  -  16  DAYS  $967  Write-  Rev  Glenn 
Quom  4501  Rloomington  Ave  S  .  Minneapolis.  Minn 
55407  For  brochure  -  Switzerland.  Germany. 
Austria  ttalv.  France  Holland  April  1977 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY,  of  your 
congregation.  Contact:  Allen  Miller.  United  Church 
Directories.  Box  7732,  Waco.  Texas  76710 

GO  SOMEWHERE  with  a  Dan  Diperl  Tour'  Fullv 
escorted  motorcoaeh  and  air  lours  ‘Dallas  area 
departuresi  Grand  Ole  Oprv.  Mar  11-14  and  May 
6-9.  SI60;  One  Day  in  Austin  Mini  Tour.  Feb  23.  S35 
Vk'ksburg-Natchcz-New  Orleans.  Mar  24-29  and 
April  1-6  S24R  Natchez  Pilgrimage  Mini-Tour.  Mar 

17  19.  $105  Houston  Azalea  Trail.  Mar  3-5.  $99 
Central  America  » air »  Mar  8-23.  SI020  Write  or  call 
for  full  itinerary  DAN  DIPERT  TOURS.  Box  590 
TM.  Arlington.  Tex  760)0. 1  Hi 7 >265-2236 

SPEND  PLEASANT  HOURS  at  Hartley  Towers  • 
Retirement  Residence  Rooms  efficiency  suites 
Near  churches  -  shopping  area  Temple.  Texas 

ORGANIST-CHOIR  DIRECTOR  interested  in  full¬ 
time  position  Married  Degrees  in  .Sacred  Music  and 
Music  Education  Contact  Don  Peterson.  3400 
Campbell  Rd  .  =1209.  Houston.  Tex  77080  (713)462- 
6359 

WANTED  DIRECTOR.  Like  Junaluska  Assemble 
Like  Junaluska.  NC  beginning  June  1  1977 

Salary.  $IB.500  Housing  furnished  Position 
requirements  administrative  ability,  management, 
public  relations  Send  applications  nominations  lo 
Dr  R  Wright  Spears.  Chairman  of  the  Roard.  Lake 
Junaluska  Assembly.  Like  Junaluska.  N  C  28745 

ANDREW  COLLEGE;  United  Methodist  Fully- 
accredited.  Co-educational  two-year  University- 
parallel  Dedicated  faculty  Financial  assistance 
Maximum  enrollment  300  students.  Strong 
Development  Program  Music  Honors  in 
International  Competition  Direct  transfer 
programs  Phi  Theta  Kappa  (Honorary  Society) 
chapter  among  top  ten  in  nation  for  four  consecutive 
years  Cuthbert.  Georgia  31740.  (912)  732-2171 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif  93950,  or  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St.. 
Oakland.  Calif  94612 

Cushions  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

blowers  (usliion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MI5-9203  Keene,  Texas  760S9 

CENTENARY  FINANCIAL  RECORD  SYSTEM 
For  Church  Budget  and/or  Building  Fund- 
Treasurer's  ledger  Record.  Financial  Secretary's 
Record  of  Contributions  One  sheet  or  five  sheet.  One 
Write  Record  with  tear  off  Quarterly  Reports  to 
Contributors  For  Brochure,  write  Centenary  Press. 
Box  3456.  CHS.  Johnson  City.  Tn  37601 

